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ARTICLE I

THE INFLUENCE OF PRESBYTERIANISM ON THE CULTURE OF
THE HUMAN INTELLECT AND THE PROGRESS OF PIETY.

The influence of the Presbyterian system on the cul-
tare and progress of the human intellect well deserves
attention and investigation on the part of the philo-
sopher and the Christian.” We doubt not that the in-
flnence alluded to will be discovered, on careful and
candid inquiry, to have been deep, wide-spread and sal-
utary. A system so thoroughly organized as Presbyte-
risnzsm, g0 powerful, so far-reaching, and so abiding in
its general workings, cannot fail to exert a vast influence
in elevating the buman mind, or else in debasing it.
Every political system, carried into practical operation,
bag an influence on mind, and every religious system,
since no subject agitates man’s soul so profoundly as |
thet of religion, must exert at least as marked an influ-

in proportion to the area over which it operates.
Minm. the lowest form of religion, arising from a
Jow coundition of the human intellect, serves to fetter it
in debasement and darkness. Christianity, the noblest
form of religiou, elevates, expands and ennobles the in-
telleet of man. : .
+It is, in every respect, important to ascertain the in-
fluence of any religious system on the human mind.
That influence, according to the nature and degree of it,
farnishes presumptive proof of the truth or falsity of the
gystem itself. tever debases the intellect, tends also
to sobase the heart: whatever improves the intellect,
tanda also to,plevate and purify man’s woral nature; so
Vor. x.—No. &. 1
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and trembling, and' over dark and unfathomable chasms,
may look out upon u view, such as can kg seen at no
other spot of earth. From that emineoce he may look
down upon mountains that stretch far away on every"
side, all crowned with their thawless snows,—upon lakes

that sleep in quiet beauty at their feet,—upon the forests

at the north,—upon the rich vineyards of France,—and

far to the soutbward, upon the golden haze overhanging
Italy,—upon the historic plain of Marathon,—and upon

the shores that are washed by the waters of the Medi-

terranean sea. But who would ‘not rather live in the

secluded valley, than upon the snowy summit of Mont

Blanc! Who would. not rather abide in the lowly vale,

from which we could lift our eyes to the calm, pure hesa-

ven above us, and be cheered and warmed by rays from

the great Sun of Righteousness, than to ascend tbe

heights and breathe the rare and ‘chilling afr, to which

a s)dlees philosophy would lift us! In the vale, we

could live,—live joyfully, and gladly, and peacefully:

npogl the mountain top, we would perish in a single

night. : '

- Of the Positive Philosophy we may then say, that
while its author must be acknowledged to be.a man of
comprehensive scientific knowledge, and is evidently &
master in the art of generalization, yet, the fundamental
principles of his philosophy are so hopelessly wrong, as
to ensure the downfall of the whole gtructure,—while
the opposition which the system assumes towards the
Religion of Christ, will only necessitate another fulfil-
ment of the prediction, that upon whomsoever this stone
“ghall fall, it will grind him to powder.” Let him that
is attracted by its specious generalizations and its scien-
tific pretensions, beware. :

- " "ARTICLE IV.
ON ORGANB

1f we agitate this subject, and seek to expel from the
house audm orship of God, all the lovers and devotees of
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These we can clearly and forgibly express by simple
sounds.” Sound may arousé and excite the feelings,
but will leave no deep or lasting impression on the heart.
“ Melodions sounds have only a mechanical operation
upon the mind : but when they are connected with ap-
propriate language, they produee a moral effect. For
this reason, men have always connected music and poe-
try together.” Music has no buman father. It claims
to have descended from the skies. It is no modern in-
vention. For sacred song is as ancient as the creation,
the eldest born of all the daughters of Music. So does
instrumental music go baek far in the history of man,
for Jubal, the siwth from Cain, long before the del

taught men to play on instruments, and was called “the
father of all such as handle the harp and organ. By the
way, we here take occasion to remark, what was then
called an organ, was not such as we now use, and call
by that name. . Parkhurst says, it denoted some fistular
wind instrument with holes, resembling our flute : and
answering to the ‘fistula Pants” of antiquity, whose
invention was ascribed to Pan, the great sylvan god,
who made it of the reeds which grew by the river banks,
‘and played on it while his goats were feeding, which
shows it was a pastoral instrument, and not such as we
now .use. Originally, the word organwm, whence organ
is derived, had a very extended acceptation, and desig-
nated all instruments, whatever their uses. By degrees
it was applied solely to musical instruments: it was
afterwards confined to wind instruments, and at last the
word organwm only signified the instrument we now call
an organ. If we may rely on statements in the British
Minstrel as authority,* ¢ The first true indication of an
organ is dated about the 8th century. At that period,
the Greek Emperor, Constantine Eupronymus, presented
an organ to Pepin, king of France. For a long time it
was used only in princes’ courts, and not thought of
being introduced into churches.” Elsewhere, the same
historian informs us—From the French church proceed-
ed the use of the organ—the first musical instrument
employed in the church. Music in churches, is as old

* Neander, vot. iii: p. 128.
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all thy work, but the seventh is the Sabbath of the Lord
thy God, in it thou shalt not do any work,” &c. Here
is the express injunction, * tAowu shalt not do any work.”
Hence the question is raised by the Jew, in his strict
observance of the Law of Moses; whether the playing
of an instrument is regarded as work or not? Every
thing, not essential to the preservation of life, or health,
was strictly prohibited on that day, as work,—conse-
quently, the Jew maintains the proper definition of the
word work, will show that any thing artificial must be
avoided on the Sabbath. The sounds of an instrument
are the result of a mechanical force, and is therefore
work, and the playing of any instrument on that day, is
8 violation of the fourth- commandment.. And, in a8
much as no speeific allusions are made, either directly
or indirectly, that instrumental music formed- any part
of the actual service of the Temple, the Jew concludes,
the introduction of such music into the synagogue must
be regarded an innovation, sanctioned not even by the
voice of tradition. They may now, as in the days of the
Temple, permit the use of instrumental music in the
synagogue; bat it is only on some special occasions,
such as on the night of the 8th day of the feast of Tabar-
nacles, &c., but on no occasion to form any part of the
regular service of the synagogue. In as much a8 the

reat services of the synagogue occur only on the Sab-
gﬂ»th, and feast days, and as every kind of work was
strictly forbidden on such days by the law of Moses, the
conclusion is, the use of any, and a# kinds of instrumen-
tal musio, must be forbidden by the Law : hence, every
‘Jewish community permitting the use of musi¢, as a
regular part of their synagogue service, are regarded as
violators of God’s Law,—and, accordingly, are cut off
from the number of the orthodox and faithful. If there
bhad been any thing requiring the use of organs, is it

robable the Jew, with his strict regard for the Law of
Kioses, and the form of worship adopted by his fore-
fathers, would so long and so universally have omitted
it? Hence, we cannot but regard the introduction and
use of instrumental music as an innovation,—and to be
deprecated, as not being for the spirituality and pros-
perity of Zion. This ts no up-start notion, or narrow-
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Zion. We must not join together what God has put
asunder. o :

Is it not the tendency of things—a very common re-
sult—that the employment of artificial helps, drives
away the natural and proper means to be used! We

ut the -question to any candid and careful observer—Is
1t not true, of at least four-fifths of the congregations
where the organ is used, that the orening of its pipes is
the stop-cock u‘i‘on ‘the voices of a large majorit{ of the
worshippers? There the praise of Gog is generally done
by proxies,—entrusted in a great measure to the scien-
tific organist and accompanying choir. Is this because
‘there is no' taste or fondness for music! No, the very
employment of such a choir shows the contrary. But
it is becanse the music is not adapted to the place. Very
few persons wish to sing where they cannot hear the
sound of their own voice, or where they may not feel
able to accompany the music that is played. *Think,”
(says Beethoven in his deafness,) “ of the anguish of him
who cannot hear his own music!”- It bas been said, a
man cannot speak well unless he feels what he says,—no
more can he sing well unless he feels what he sings.
The sound of an organ may fill us with feelings of admi-
ration, we may be overpowered by its grandeur, but it
is all a lovely song, a something that plays upon the
ear without ithproving the heart, it is vow e ea ni-
Aid. For, in too many cases, instead of its kindling the
fervour of devotional feeling, it serves rather to ‘ freeze
the genial current of the soul.” The public mind may
not yet be sufficiently corrupt to admit it. How would
it sound to hear that a certain congreiation had eng
a man to preach for them because of his great oratorical
powers, without any reganrd to his moral fitness, or other
qualificationsf May not the time come when such things
may be done—when the house of God will be more of
an opera, or of a ;ilace .of acting, than of humble and
sincere devotion? It is not sound alone that makes the
deep and lasting impression upon the heart, but the sen-
timent that is conveyed with it. Youn may sound all the
notes upon the scale, sound them with the voice of seven
thunders, and yet convey no idea of the goodness and
mercy of God. If there is no sentiment expressed, how

Id
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