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PREFACE.

SOME timefince, mention was made in the PRESBY-

TERY of NEW-YORK, that it might be USEFUL to the

CHURCHES under their care, and to the INTEREST OFRE-

LIGIONin general, to republiſh Mr. DICKINSON'S DIS-

COURSES on the FIVE POINTS. The Prefbytery a

greed to favor the defign, and proceeded to appoint Dr.

Macwhorter, Mr. Miller, and Mr. Auſtin a Committee

to revifethe Book, and to prepare it for the prefs, by accom-

modating the language, &c. a little more to the taste ofthe

prefent day, that the Book might be less exceptionable to

an improved Reader, than in itsfirft Edition.

The Book has paffed a review-inaccuracies have been

pointed out, especially in the printing, and the turn offome

fentences, and offomefentiments has been propofed to be al-

tered; but as there was not a perfect coincidence ofJentiment

in the minds of the Reviewers, it has been thought , in con• ·

formity to the advice of other refpectable Gentlemen in the

Miniry, that it would not beproper, in publishing this Work

as Mr. Dickinfon's , to make any alterations in the fenti-

ments, unless it was done in a note.—It is concluded, there-

fore, that the Bookſhall go to the prefs in its originalform,

fubje&ted only to the improvements ofthe preſs.

Asthe Preface to thefirft Edition, by Mr. Foxcroft, of

Bofton, is lengthy, and contains fome things not altogether

fuited to the prefent day, the Reviewers concur, that the Sub-

fcriber, makingfuch ufe ofthe first preface as he may think

proper, hall form another more confonant to the prefent

fate of things than the first.

The Book wasfirſt publiſhed in the year 1741 , at a time

of very general attention to religion through this country,

efpecially in New-England.



iy PREFACE.

Mr. Foxcroft thus expreffes himself on this fubject :

The bleſſed God has, byfurprising ways, begun among us,

in almost all parts of this land, (as well as in other places

abroad) a moftfignal reviving ofhis work ; and is renewing

ourdays as ofold. Herein wefee a marvellous fulfilling of

thatfcripture-When the enemy cometh in like a flood,

the Spirit of the Lord fhall lift up a standard. Ah !

what a melancholy profpect had we not longfince, in re.

gardto the generalfate of religion, and what dark ſymp

toms on the rifing age ! But how has the cloudy face of

things, even on afudden, very much changed ; and a more

Smiling fcene opened before us ! When the Lord turneda-

gainthe captivity ofZion, we were like them that dream :

or like Peter, when miraculouſly delivered out of prifon, he

wif not that it was true, which was done by the angel ; but

thought hefaw a vifion. Yet once, it is a little while,

and I will fhake the heavens and the earth, and the

defire of all nations fhall come, and I will fill this houfe

with glory ; Jeems to be the language of the Lord of Hofts,

in his prefent difpenfation, wherein he is marching through

the land, not in indignation, nor for correction, but in mer-

cy. May all the dear children ofGod be firring up them-

felves to take hold of his firength, and labor by prayers of

faith to retain the prefence of his grace ; that he who has

begun a good work among us, may perform it to the day of

Chrift, may perfect what concerns us, and not forfake the

work ofhis own hands. So will ſalvation be nigh to us,

and glory dwell in our land.”

Andin another place, on the means ufed in beginning and

carrying on this glorious work, the fame author adds-- A

mong all thefigns of the times, I can think ofnone that looks

morefavorably, andpromifes better to us, than the reſtoring

of a zealfor Proteftant principles in religion, for thoſe di-

vine and ancient truths which are the peculiar glories of

the gospel, and things which accompanyfaluation ,―This is

the faith once delivered to the faints : This the doctrine, which

is according to godlinefs.-Was it not by this fcripture- doc-

trine, thefe evangelical principles, as the moral means, un,
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derthe power ofthe Spirit of God, that the Apostles andtheir

fellow-laborers in the word, fubdued the kingdom of dark-

nefs , fet up the kingdom ofChrift, and broughtforthfruit

inall the world ? So mightily grew the word of God, and

prevailed. Was it not by thefame doctrine, that the refor-

mers began and carried on thofe happy Revolutions in the

Church whichgave fuch a fhock to the Papal Empire ?-

Was it not by thefame doctrine, that the Puritans were ſo

ufefulin theirpreaching, tofupport the true Proteftant inte-

reft, and to promote the converfion and edification offouls ?

Was not this doctrine laidin thefoundation ofthefirst churches

ofNew-England? And have they not hitherto, by the fu

vor ofHeaven, food on this pillar and ground of truth, the

truth as it is in Jefus ?--Has not this very obviouſly been the

reigning doctrine, wherever the word preached has had any

confpicuousfuccefs among us,from time to time, in thegene-

ral awakening and converting offinners ?—In fine, was it

not by an uncommon hand of God with fuch preaching,

that the illuftrious work ofthe prefentday, thro' alltheſe pro-

vinces, wasfirst fet on foot, and happily advanced ?-Thus,

with uncontroulable evidence, has the fountain ofgrace and

truth put a diſtinction upon theſe fucred principles, the doce

trines ofgrace, bygloriously owningandcrowning them with

a divine bleffingfrom age to age.'
""

Touching onthe ftate ofreligion, and of religious fenti-

ments in New-England, a quotation is introduced into the

prefacefrom Dr. Mather, who is filed a " late venerable

Father and Friend" " Let mefpeak it (fays he)for your

comfort and honor : There is not a street of more puregold

upon theface of the earth at this day, [Anno 1710] forthe

gofpel generally preached in the true purity ofit, than the

churches of New - England. Be awakened, Oye churches

ofthe Lord ! Be inquifitive, whether in this day of common

degeneracies, there be no vergencies to another gofpel? Whe-

ther the doctrines ofgrace, delivered in our confeffion of

faith, are not in any hazard ofnot being duly adhered unto ?

Ifanyperfonsgnash their teeth with indignation atthe watch-

men, who advife you to befolicitousfor the prefervation of

A 2
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this great intereft, I must faithfully tell you thofe perfcus

willgiveyougreat caufe to bejealous of them."

And allow me to repeat fome lines of another important

admonitionfrom thefame excellent hand, in his fermon en-

titled, The MINISTER, preached to the anniverſary conven-

tionofMinifters at Boſton, 1722. " While we are examin-

ing, whatſubjects we have to be handled in our miniſtry, I

muſt become an humble petitioner—and I will bluſh toſayfo !

-onthe behalfoffome truths, which all real and vitalpie-

tyfor ever lives upon ; and which yet, alas, are threatened

withafentence, at least, ofbanishmentfrom the minifiryin

fomechurches, which once they have been a beauty and afafe-

tyto " [Thenfollows an enumeration of gofpel- doctrines,

toolargetobe here inferted; as wasdefigned.] " Myfriends,

(fayshe uponit) what have thefe truths done, to deſerve an

excommunicationfrom the House of God? Or are wefond

offeeingan Ichabod upon our miniftry ? Verily, ifwe let

thefe truths go, the glorious Godhimſelfwill begone ; Yea,

begonefarfrom aforfakenfanctuary !"

Speaking ofthe neceffity offuch a workas the prefent, the

authoradds—“ I am ofopinion, a book ofthis nature has long

been wantingamong us : and Igive unfeigned thanks to God,

whichput this ſame earneſt carefor us into the heart ofour

brother; whofe praifeis inthegospelthroughout the churches,

particularly by means ofhis elaborate writings in vindication

both ofthe faith andorder ofthe gospel, and other more practi-

calpublications. I look upon his prefent work thefupply of

a real deficiency ; and more especially feaſonable at this

juncture, when multitudes (learned and unlearned) are a-

wakened to attendto the mostferious truths, with a liſtening

ear, and a mind open to conviction : When the weak inknow-

ledge needfurther light, and a helper oftheir faith tofor-

tifythem against the attacks of profane wits, that turn the

mystery ofgodliness into banter : And when even thefirong

and zealously affected, many of them, need an interpreter,

one ofathousand, to guard them againſt the extremes ofcen-

forious rigor, Antinomianjangling, and enthuſiaſtic delufi-

on to temper the heat of their Spirit with theprinciples of



PREFACE vii

Chriftian prudence, and direct their zeal to its practical aud

moft valuable purposes ; not only to feed the flock in green

paflures, but also to lead them befide thefill waters, accord-

ing to the fweet example ofthe fupreme Shepherd.- Now

as Paulfaid of Timothy, I have no man like-minded,

fo I will prefume toJpeak it, without any defign offlattery

or offence, Iknow no man better accomplished ( in my opinion)

for a workofthis kind, than Mr. Dickinſon: and without

entering into recommendation of his performance, I doubt

not, the fuperior and eſtabliſhed character of the Rev. Au-

thor, withthe importance ofthe divine fubjects, is enough

to invite a general reading, andfolicit the attention ofevery

ferious and impartial inquirer."

All Ifhall add, is my fincere and fervent wifh, that the

God ofallgrace and comfort, who is in this extraordinary

feafon eminently visiting the world, to take out of it a people

for his name, and who of his own will begetteth them with

the word oftruth, wouldfo accompany hisfaithful word with

the effectual influences ofhis fovereign Almighty Spirit un-

tothe Readers of this book, that as many as are ordained to e-

ternal life may believe, andglorify the word ofthe Lord ;and

that it mayferve to confirm thefouls ofthe difciples, by help.

ing them to know their election ofGod. And for our dear

Brother who is thus fet for the defence ofthegospel andcon

tendingearnestly for thefaith ofGod's elect, my wish is, that

his bow may be like that ofJonathan, which turned not back,.

norfailed offuccefs and victory . Yea though the Archers

fhouldforelygrievehim, andfhoot at him , and hate him,

may his bow ftill abide in ftrength, and the arms of his

hands be made ſtrong and the pleafure of the Lord prof-

per in them! May he fee ofthe travel of the Redeemer's

foul in the abundant fuccefs ofhis whole miniftry, and late

be translatedfrom his life offervices and fufferings on earth,

to receive the rewards ofafaithful and wife fervant, in the

upper world, unto the praiſe of the glory of grace in

Chrift Jefus ; of whom, and through whom, and to

whom are all things : To whom be glory for ever..

Amen,
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´All that Ithink it needful to add, is fome few ſketches of

the life and death of Mr. Dickinson.

There are no records in hand from which to select any

thing refpecting this worthy man ; yet there are thofe alive,

who testify that he was a moft folemn, weighty , and mov-

ingpreacher that he was a uniform advocatefor the diftin-

guishing doctrines ofgrace, as his writings prove- that he

was induftrious, indefatigable, and ſucceſsful in his miniſte-

rial labors- as to his perfon, that it was manly—offull

fize: folemn and grave in his afpect, fo that the wicked

wouldfeem totremble in his prefence. The Rev. Dr. Jones,

ofMorristown, was with him but a little before his death,

andfuppofes that the last words Mr. Dickinſon ſpoke were

fpoken to him, in answer to a question he asked Mr. Dickin-

fon refpecting his future prospects. He answered. " Many

days havepaffed between God and myfoul, in which I have

folemnly dedicated myſelf to him ! and I trust what Ihave

committed unto him he is able to keep until that day.'
"3

His extract was from Hatfield in Connecticut ; was edu-

cated at Yale College, New-Haven. He had a brother who

was a fettled miniſter at Norwalk, in Connecticut.

He died at Elizabeth-Town, and was buried there. On his

monument, is the following infcription.

" Here lies the body ofthe Rev. Mr. Jonathan Dickinſon,

" Paftor ofthefirst Prefbyterian Congregation in Elizabeth .

" Town, who died October 7 , 1747. tatisfuæ 60.

" Deep was the wound, O Death ! and vaftly wide,

"Whenhe refigned his useful breath and dy'd :

" Yefacred tribes with pious forrows mourn,

" And dropa tear at your great Paflor's urn !

" Concealed a moment, from our longing eyes,

" Beneath thisftone his mortal body lies ;

" Happy the fpirit lives, and will, we truft,

" In blifs affociate with his pious duft.”

Another monumentfacred to the memory of Mrs. Dickin-

fon, hath this infcription.

Here is interred the body ofMrs. Joanna Dickinson-
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"Obiit, April20, 1745, Anno Ætatis 63.”

Mr. Dickinson hadſeveral children, but they are allſupe

pofed to be dead.

"Befides the prefent, Mr. Dickinfon publiſhed, during his

miniftry, of about 40 years, a very valuable work, ſtiled

" Familiar Letters to a gentleman upon a variety offealon-

able and important fubjects. in religion, "—a book held in

high efteem in all the churches ; and severalfmaller traits.

That the prefent work may abundantly answer the good

purposesforwhich it was at firstpublished, and long remain

an unbroken pillar and monument of the truth is thefincere

prayer ofthe Author's unworthy fucceffor.

DAVID AUSTIN.
ELIZABETH-TOWN, February, 1793•.



A vacant Page here it is thought proper

to fill andadorn withthe following Lines

from BISHOP DAVENANT , one ofthe

moft celebrated Lights of the REFOR-

MATION.

" THIS doctrine of Predeftination and Reprobation

is no more to be concealed or relinquished becauſe fome

do waywardly abufe it, than the doctrine of the Trinity

is, because the Jews and Mahometants deride and re-

ject it .—This doctrine ought to be preached, ( 1. ) Be-

caufe Chrift and his Apoftles taught it publicly, not-

withſtandingthe wickednefs of carnal men : And it is

far fafer, from their example to learn what is profitable

to be taught, and what not, than from human reafon

ings. (2.) Becauſe Election is a fingular benefit of God,

and the foundation of all other gifts which tend to fal--

vation ; and it is the part ofunthankful men, to deſire

to conceal fuch an eſpecial favor, becaufe ungodly men

are troubled to hear it. Lafly, Becauſe this very doc-

trine doth exceedingly encourage the faithful and ged-

ly to proceed in their courfe of faith and godlineſs ; of

whom more regard ought to be had, than of profane

wretches, who are wont to pervert all things to their

own deftruction.

ANSWER to HOARD, p. 514, 517.
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DISCOURSE

• N THE

DECREE OF ELECTION.

EPHESIANS i . 4, 5.

According as he hath chofen us in him , before thefoundation

ofthe world; that weshould be holy and without blame

before him inlove : havingpredeftinated us unto the adop-

tion ofchildren by Jefus Chrift to himfef, according to the

goodpleaſure ofhis will.

TH

HAT there is a Supreme and Eternal Being, and

that he is poffeffed of all infinite perfections, are

truths fo viſible by the light of nature, that to call

thefe into queſtion, is not only weaknefs and ignorance ;

but the height of ftupidity and madneſs. The invifible

things ofhim from the creation of the world are clearly

feen, beingunderstood bythe things that are made, even his

eternalpower andgodhead. But then we are foon covered

with thick darkneſs, when we begin to enquire into the

manner of his exiftence and operations. Wehave clear

light to difcover that he is, and that he is infinite ; yet

none but his own infinite mind can fully underſtand

what he is, or how he exifts. Here the enquiries of the

moſt exalted creatures are nonplufed, and the angels are

charged withfolly.-What haughtyarrogance is it, there-

fore, for poor worms to pretend to foar to thefe bound-

lefs heights, to bring the glorious properties ofthe di-

vine nature to a trial at the bar of their own reafon ;

and confidently to contradict what they cannot fully

underſtand. Suchboldattempts, throughthefucceflive

•
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ages ofChristianity, havebrought great difhonor to God,

and confuſion to the church of Chrift ; and perhaps in

nothing more than in the unfearchable myfteries of the

decrees of God.-I have been ever aftoniſhed at the

daring boldness and prefumption of the difputants on

this tremendous fubject ; and at their confident affur-

ance, that the counfels of that great God muſt be ac-

cording as they imagine it is fit they fhould be-Here

the ſchool-men and metaphyficians bring in their curi-

ous learning as a teft of this doctrine ; as though the

nature of God himſelf was to be tried by their vain

philofophy, and oppofition ofscience falfly fo called-Here

fome afferters ofabfolute decrees have too boldly arraign-

ed the fovereignty of God, as though he could not have

an abſolute dominion over his creatures, ifthey mistake

in fome of their nice and abftracted fpeculations.

Here the oppofers of this doctrine have prefumptu-

oufly ventured to put the juftice, goodneſs, and truth

ofGod upon a level with their ſchemes ; and to affert,

that he cannot be juſt and good, nor his promiſes true,

in a contrariety to their fentiments.-Thus vain man

would be wifethough he be born like the wildaffe's colt.

Thefe confiderations fhould awaken us in a moft ſo-

lemn caution, not to look too boldly into this ark, nor

venture too curiouſly to enquire into, nor too confident-

ly to define, what is infinitely above our reach. We

fhould not (it is true) be contentedly ignorant of what

God has revealed of himſelf, in his word and works, be-

aufe his nature is incomprehenfible. We are bound

firmly to believe, frequently to meditate, and humbly

to adore fo much of his nature and counfels, as he has

manifefted to us ; though the greatest modefty, humili-

ty, and reverence become us, in our confideration of

thofe deep things of God I ſhall accordingly endeavor

to treat upon the arduous theme, which my text leads

me to contemplate, with a humble fenfe, that God is in

Heaven, and I upon earth; and to avoid plunging into

this ocean beyond my depth, I ſhall purpoſely overlook

all the curious queftions and fcholaftic diftinctions, fa
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commonly found in authors upon this fubje&t, as things

too wonderful for me, which I know not ; and with all

the plainneſs and perfpicuity I am capable of, conſider

the doctrine as it is fet before us in the words ofthe text.

In which is worthy our notice-

1. The eternity ofGod's electing love. Before thefoun-

dation ofthe world. This expreffion does not, I confefs,

neceffarilyimply a ftrict eternity. Millions ofages before

the foundation ofthe world, fall infinitely fhort of that ;

but the nature of the thing makes it neceflary , that the

words fhould be thus underſtood in this text. All time

and even eternity itſelf being always prefent in the in-

finite mind of God, whatever counfels were at any time

entertained, muſt have been at all times, and even be-

fore all time, entertained by him . But of this more

hereafter.

2. Here is fet in view the object of the decree ofe

lection. According as he hath chofen us ; having predefti .

nated us to the adoption ofchildren. By which cannot be

understood thefe Ephefians only, to whom this epiſtle

was immediately directed, but all that then were, or e-

ver ſhall be true believers in Chriſt, and adopted into

the number of his children , and none but fuch. Or in

other words, all , and only thoſe who ever have been,

or ever fhall be heirs of eternal falvation . The text

plainly fhews us, that election and adoption are of equal .

extent. For if theſe Ephefians were, all others like-

wife were predeftinated to the adoption of children,

who are privileged with fo near a relation to God. And

as all the children of God, and none but they, fhall in-

herit eternal life, fo all that ſhall inherit eternal life, and

nose but they were predeftinated to the adoption of

children .

3. Theſe words alfo fet before us what are the pre

deftinatedand fore - determined price and terms of falva-

tion to all the elect. They are chofen in him and pre-

deftinatedto the adoption of children by Jefus Chrift . The

means and the end were united in the divine decree.

God never defigned falvation to any unbeliever : but

B
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eternally determined to give his own Son a ranſom for

the elect ; and to give an intereft in him by faith,

and thereby a title to eternal life, unto all thoſe that

are chofen to it.

4. We have here likewife the pre-determined qualifi-

cations ofall the elect , by which they fhall be made meet

to partake of the falvation appointed for them. That

we should be holy, and without blame before him in love.

Thofs whoare choſen to ſalvation, are choſen alſo to ho-

linefs oflife, as aneceffary preparationfor it.
It is by

God's decree aswell asby his revealed will an eſtabliſh-

ed truth, that without holiness no man ſhall ſee the Lord.

And itis further remarkable in the words, that noneare

chofen to falvation, becauſe God forefaw they would

be holy but we are chofen that we ſhould be holy.

The lolinefs of the ele&t is not the cauſe, but the confe

quenceofthe decree. This brings me to the lastthing

I would take notice of inthe words, which is,

5. The only motive (if I may ſo ſpeak) by which God

was acted in the decree of election. According to thegood

pleasure ofhis will. He was himſelf his own motiveand

end. As there was nothing eternally exifting but God,

fo there could be nothingout of himſelf to influence his

eternal counfels. But of this I fhall afterwards have

occafion to fpeak more particularly.Thus I have given

a briefand general view ofthe wordsbefore us ; and ſhall

now endeavor a more diftin&t confideration ofthem un-

der theſe propofitions.

1. That God has according to the good pleaſure ofhis

will, from all eternity, elected fome to everlasting life.

2. All that God has elected , are chofen to falvation

by and through the Lord Jefus Chrift.

t.

3. All who are thus choſen to ſalvation, ſhall be fanc-

tified and made meet to partake of it.

PROP. I. God has according to the good pleasure ofhis

will, from all eternity, elected fome ofmankind to everlaſt-

inglife. The main bufinefs before me is to clear up this

propofition ; I fhall therefore be fomething particular

in confidering what we areto understand by the decree
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ofelection ; in confirming this truth, and in anſwering

fome objections that lie in our way.

1. I fhall attempt a deſcription of this decree.-And

bythe decree of election I underſtand God's eternal pur-

pofe, according to the good pleasure ofhis will, togivegrace

and glory toa certain number ofthe children ofmen .— I

fhall here only confider the decree of God, as mytext

does, withrelation to men, and not to angels, as the ob-

jects of it. For though the eternal counfels of God.

muft have confidered and determined the state ofall his

creatures, whether of a fuperior or inferior nature, yet

it does not ſo much concern us, what were his difpen-

fations towards the angels, as towards curſelves ; noris

this fo particularly revealed to us in his word. That I

maygive aclearerview ofwhat I intend by this defcrip-

tion, I fhall confider the feveral parts of it fomething

diflinctly, with fome evidences ofthejufticeand propri-

etyofeachofthem. This is not the placeto prove the

truth ofthe propofition, and to offer the evidences of

fuch a decree of God ; but upon the fuppofal of fuch a

decree, to confider what it is neceſſary, from the nature

and word of God, to underſtand by it.

I defcribe God's decreetobe his eternal counſel . For

though wehave no adequate idea of eternity nor ofHim

who inhabits eternity, yet we muſt ſuppoſe, either that

all God'sdeterminations with refpect to us were eternal,

or that they had a beginning in time. If the latter,

there muſt havebeen a time wherein Goddid not know ,

ordid not conclude, what the future ftate of his crea-

tures fhould be ; which I think none dare ſuppoſe. We

may not imagine the counfels of an infinite mind like

our own, gradual and fucceffive, temporary and muta-

ble. This were to attribute to the glorious God a ſtate

offorgetfulneſs and inactivity, or doubtfulneſs and un-

certainty, before he came to a reſult in his mind how

he would be glorified in his works, which is infinitely

unworthy ofhim. Befides, we muſt confider of the de-

creesofGodas ofGod himselfdecreeing, and confequent-

ly if he himself be eternal, his decrees muſt likewife bę
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-eternal. To conceive of God's knowledge and will to

be fomething diftinct from his nature, is to fuppofe him

a compofition of parts and powers, which is altogether

inconfiftent with his being infinite ; and ifwe confider

theſe as the neceffary refult of his nature, they must be

(as his nature is ) eternal. The fpecial acts of God's

purpoſe or counſel cannot, indeed, be confidered as ef-

fential to God. His chufing Peter (for inftance) to fal-

vation, does not appear fo neceffarily to flow from his

effence. He might have been the fame God, if Peter

had not been elected. But that will of God, bywhich

Peter was choſen to falvation , does belong to his being,

and muft neceffarily act from eternity, in that way which

is most agreeable to all the perfections of his nature .

Thus, in whatever view we confider this cafe, the de-

cree of God muſt be his eternal counfel : He hathfrom

the beginning (i. e. from eternity ) chofen us to falvation-

2 Thefl. ii. 13.

I confider the decree of election as an act of fovereign-

ty, according to the good pleasure of his will; and fo it is

confidered in the text, as I obferved before. Every ra-

tional agent muft, in all he does be always acted and

influenced by the highest motive and inducement be-

fore him. Butto fuppofe an higher motive to the eter-

nal God than himselfis to fuppofe fomething higher than

the highest, which is abfurd. To imagine any caule

of God's will or decree cut ofhimself, is to fuppoſe ſome-

thingin God which is an effect, and ſo to affign a caufe,

of the firft caule, which is equally abfurd. We can-

not, indeed, in propriety ofspeech, attribute any motive

or end to God after the manner that they are found in

us, but only in a way of analogy. We muft, neverthe-

lefs, fpeak of God after the manner of men, or we can

not fpeak of him at all. But then, when we do ſpeak

after this manner, we muſt remember, that nothingbe-

low God himſelf can be his end. He could not, from

eternity, have any motive but his mere good pleaſure to

giveexiflence to any future beings ; and therefore could

have no other inducement to determine their kind of
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exiſtence, or what circumſtances he would ſtate them

in. All beings in the world, but God himſelf, were,

before the creation, nothing, their future exiftence and

manner of exiſtence were nothing, but thegood pleaſure

ofGod concerning them, and, therefore, there could

be nothingbut hisgood pleaſure asa motive to the de-

cree. I may add tothis, that God muſt be confidered

as being from eternity the abfolute proprietor, as well

as therector and governor of the future world with all

its inhabitants. As he has in time made all things for

himſelf, ſo he muſt from eternity have defigned to make

all things for himself, and therefore to be governed,

guided, and ordered by himſelf according to his own

pleaſure. Moreover, the Judge of all the earth must

have determined to act right with refpect to his crea-

tures ; butthere could be no other rule ofrectitude but

his owngood pleaſure. Ifhe had any other motive be-

fides his own will, it must have been a finite motive,

and therefore not only unworthy of an infinite mind,

butfuch as could not be infinitelygood, and confequent-

ly might be in fome inftance wrong and irregular. But

we muſt by no means attribute any poffibility of miſtake

either to the purpoſes or operations of Ged. From all

which it is apparent, that the eternal counfels of God

must be wholly refolved into this-Even fo Father, for

fo itfeemedgood in thyfight. Matt. xi. 26—Beingpre-

deftinated according to thepurpoſe ofhim, who worketh all

things after the counfelof his own will. Eph. i. 11.

It may poffibly be objected to this, that the decree of

election was the acting of grace and love to the

objects of it, and not merely an act of fovereignty.

Godisaccordingly faid to lovehis people with an everlaft-

ing love. Jer. xxxi. 3.—And they are called with an holy

calling, according to his own purpoſe and grace, which was

given them in Chrift Jefus before the world began. 2Tim.

i. 9-It is fufficient anfwer to this objection to obſerve,

that this eternal grace and love of God was arbitrary

andfovereign, and could be excited by nothing but his

own will. It is true, God had eternal deſigns of mercy

B 2
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and compaffionto the elect ; but it is equally true, that

his own will and pleaſure were both the fountain and

end of theſe gracious defigns ; there could be nothing

elfe. And the apoftle accordingly refolves it into this

--Rom. ix. 15. I will have mercy on whom I will have

mercy, and I will have compaſſion on whom I will have

compaffion.

"

I have defcribed the decree of election to be God's

purpofe to give grace and glory to the elect : and it is

for want of a due attention to this, that fo many objec-

tions haveariſen in mens minds againſt the doctrine now

before us. Should we conceive of the decree of God,

as his unalterable determination to give eternal life to

any particular perfons, without giving them previous

qualifications for it, this wouldplungeus into difficulties

that wecould not get out of. If he abſolutely deter-

mined the eternal falvation ofany, whether they were

prepared for it or not, where were his holiness ? Ifhe

defigned to fave fome, and leave others that would be

equally meet fubjects of his faving mercy, where were

the rectitude of his moral government ? If he purpoſed

falvation to any, upon other terms or conditions than

thoſe propoſed in the gefpel, where were the truth of

his word? But if we confider him as having no deſign

tofave any but gracious and fanctified perfons ; if we

confider him as determining to give grace to the elect,

and thereby to make them meet for glory, all theſe dif-

ficulties vanish at once. And thus the fcripture, thus

the nature of the thing repreſents the cafe to us. Whom

he did foreknow, he alſo did predeftinate to be conformed to

the image of his Son, Rom. viii. 29- God hath from the

beginning chofen you tofalvation, through fanctification of

the Spirit and beliefofthe truth. 2 Thef. ii . 13-We have

repeated affurance from the whole tenor of the goſpel,

that repentance, faith, and new obedience, are necef-

fary qualifications for eternal life ; and if God has made

thefe neceffary to falvation, he eternally decreed that

they ſhould be fo. He has not decreed one way offal-

vation in time, and another from eternity.-And how
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can any man obtain theſe gracious qualifications, unleſs

God be pleaſed to give them ? Or how can God be fup-

pofed togive them, ifhe had not eternally deſigned it?

unlefs we ſuppoſe himto be acted by different, and even

repugnant views, which were blafphemy to imagine ?

It is, therefore, moſt evident, that God did decree to

fanctify the elect, in orderto their glorification ; togive

them new hearts, that they might be fitted for future

happiness, and to give them faith in Chrift, and there-

by an intereſt in his righteouſneſs, that they might be

entitled to it. There is not (it is true) in God any firft

and laft, any fucceffion of purpoſes or contrivances ;

theſe are incompatible to an infinite mind, to whom all

things are prefent at one view. But yet, though God

did not firft determine to give grace to the elect, and

by a fucceffive act of his will, decree to glorify them,

he did bythat one eternal act of his will decree to fanc-

tify them, that they might thereby be made meetfor an

inheritance with the faints in light. And we muſt con-

ceive of the decrees of God in this order, if we would

have any right apprehenfions of them.

I have confidered the objects ofthe decree to be a cer-

tain number ofthe children of men. The whole world

of mankind could not equally be the objects of electing

love, for then there could be no choice. For all to be

chofen is a contradiction in terms ; a choice neceffarily

implying a preference of one to another. Thenumber

of the elect could not be indefinite and undetermined,

unless we attribute doubtfulness and uncertainty to God,

which were to fuppofe him altogetherfuch an one as eux-

Selves. The decree of election must have refpected eve-

ryindividual perfon that ſhall ever be faved, or elfe there

will fome obtain falvation, whom God did not eternally

purpoſeto fave, which muft argue want offorefight or

change ofpurpoſe in God, both ofwhich are unworthy

of him.

I know ofbut one confiderable objection against this

doctrine, which is, that the decree might be condition-

al: They who are chofen to falvation, might be chofen
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upon condition of their faith and repentance ; andtheir

number could not therefore be certain, fince it depend⚫

ed upon conditions that were in themſelves uncertain.

To which I anfwer, that if this doctrine be true, there

could be no election of any at all to eternal ſalvation ;

for God knows, and did eternally know, that none of

us can ever obtain either faith or repentance, or other

condition offalvation, unleſs he gives them ; and a de-

ereefounded upon fuch conditions as can never be ful-

filled, leaves the cafe hopeleſs and remedilefs forever.

Tofuppofe any chofen to falvation upon impoffible con-

ditions, is to fuppofe thofe defigned for falvation in

God's eternal counfel, whofe perdition is abfolutely ne-

ceffaryfrom that very decree, which is the height of ab

furdity. If any fhould anſwer to this, that God might

decree to give men ability to comply with theſe condi-

tions, this fuppofal obviates the objection at once, and

fhewsthat the decree could not be conditional : For if

God has abfolutely decreed to fanctify the elect, he has

abfolutely decreed to fave them : fanctification and e-

ternal falvation being neceffarily connected in the nature

of things. Ifhe has not abfolutely decreed to fanctify

them,he has not decreed to give them ability to be ſav-

ed; forhe knowsthey have no power to fan&tify them-

felves, nor is there any poffibility of falvation without

fan&tification. If it should be yet further urged in this

cafe, that God decreed to fave thoſe, that ſhould duly

improve thoſe powers whichthey have in common with

the rest ofthe world, and none but thofe, this would

not help the cafe ; for our grand impotency lies in our

wills, and God knew from eternity that none of us

fhould ever have a will to comply with even thefe terms

offalvation, unless he fhould work in us_both to will and

to do ofhisowngood pleasure. From thefepremifes it ap-

pears to me neceffary, that the objects ofthe decree of

election must havebeen a certain number, and that there

could have been no uncertain precarious conditions in

God's eternal counſel . But fince conditional decrees

have been fo warmly eſpouſed, evenby fome menoff
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gure in the learned world, it may be proper to confider

this cafe yet more particularly.

If the decrees of God are conditional, the founda-

tion of thofe conditions must be either in God, or in

man, or in both ; but if it be made evident that it can

be in neither God nor man, I think the confequence

muft neceffarily follow, that there are no conditions in

the divine decrees, but that the objects of the decrees

are a definite certain number.

That the foundation of theſe conditions cannot be in

God, appears to me moft certain, from the following

confiderations :-It is, I think, allowed by all that have

any juſt idea of the divine perfections, that the will of

God is his effence, or an effential principle of operation

inhim. God cannot be a compofition of parts, powers,

or properties, and therefore his willcannot be any thing

diftin&t from his effence, confiftently with his infinite

nature, as I have obferved before. From whence it

follows, that to fuppofe any conditions of the will of

God, or of the decree of God, (which is his will with

respect to us) is to fuppofe conditions of the divine wa-

ture and effence ; that is, that God may be or may not

be what he is, upon certain conditions, which is too

fhocking to a ferious mind, to need any animadverfions.

Befides, ifthe eternal counfel ofGodwas infinitely right,

juft and good, it could admit of no conditions ; for in-

faite rectitude muft always be invariably the fame,

whatever conditions can be fuppofed. There can be no-

thing better, and the counfels of God cannot be worſe,

than infinite rectitude ; his counfel muft, therefore,

without any conditions, be always the fame, and the e-

lect must be a certain and definite number. I add tothis,

the abfolute will of God is both the first cauſe, and the

ultimate end of the falvation of the elect, as has been

already confidered. It must be the firft caufe, becauſe

their very being, their qualifications for falvation, and

their falvation itfelf wholly depend upon his will, and

had neither of them ever been, if he had not willed

them. It must be his laft end , becauſe there was no
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thing eternally exifting but himfelf, and a non-entity

could not be an higher end and motive than his own wiłk

There could be no future end and motive in his crea-

tures fuperior to his will, fince they all depended upon

his good pleaſure for their exiflence and all their valua-

ble qualifications, as has been obferved. Now for the

firft caufe ofour ſalvation to be the abſolute willofGod,

and yet that firft caufeto be conditional, is a contra

diction in terms. Toimagine any previous conditions

to the will of God, is to fuppofe fomething prior tothe

firft caufe, which is likewife a contradiction. Tofup

pofeany fubfequent conditions to the will of God, is to

fuppofe the firft caufe to be precarious and uncertain,

mutable and liable to the controul of fome othercaufe ;

or, ina word, to be the firft caufe, and yet no certain

caufe at all, which is equally abfurd. And if we confi

der the will of God as the last end of our falvation, the

fame abfurdity will followfrom the fuppofal ofany con-

ditionality therein. For ifGod's will be the laſt end,

there can be no other end fuperior to it, that can con-

troul or change it, that is, it can have no conditions.

IfGod's ultimate end be conditional, it is becauſe there

maybe fome other motivegreater than that, which may

prompt himto change his mind, which fuppofes that

there may be in God an end or motive higher than the

higheft, which is too grofs an abfurdity to meet with

any entertainment. Thus, I think, I have fhewn that

if we have any reverent conceptions of the divine na-

ture, we can find there no foundation for a conditional

decree.

I proceed to confider whether there be any founda

tion for ſuch conditionality in the decrees of Godfrom

the nature of man.- Ifthere be any thing in man, that

could occafion any conditions in God's electing love, it

must be fome good qualifications forefeen in him, upon

the condition whereofhe is choſen to falvation. This,

I think, is what the advocates for conditional decrees

do always fuppofe . They imagine that God chufes

mento falvation upon condition of their faith, repent-
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ance, and holiness of life ; that he forefees who willbe-

ieve in Chrift, repent of their fins, and live to God ;

and upon fuch forefight, determines their eternal hap-

pinefs. But could God forefee any good in man before

be willed tothem their first good ; or any power to be

or do good, before he willed to give them fuch power ?

Could he forefee their improvement of fuch powers as

he determined, before he determined themthat affiftance

by which alone they ſhould be able to improve them ?

It is impoffible to imagine greater abfurdities than theſe

are.—If there were any conditions from the nature of

man, inthe will and counſel of God, thefe conditions

muft exift, or at least the forefight of them must befup-

pofed, before God's eternal counſel ; and fo there muſt

be fomethingolder than eternity, andfomething exifting

before the will and counsel of God, which fuppofals

need no refutation.-If God forefaw thefe conditions in

us before he willed them, he forefaw them before they

had any foundation ; and confequently before they

were future. For I think that there is nothing more

certain, than that the only eternal foundation and cauſe

ofthe futurity ofany good inus was the will of Godto

give us that good, and to enable us to improve it : Be-

fides, ifGod forefaw thefe conditions in us before he

willed them, his fore-knowledge must be prior in time

to his will, and confequently his will muft not be eter,

nal; there must be fucceffive properties and faculties in

God; which are utterly inconfiftent with his eternal

uncompounded nature.

From what has been faid, I think I may now fafe.

ly come to a conclufion, that the decree of election

neceffarily implies, that God has without any conditi-.

ons in his will and council, choſen a certain number to

grace here and glory hereafter. Thus the foundation of

Godflandethfure, having thisfeal, The Lord knoweth them

that are his. 2 Tim. ii. 19.

After all it muſtbe acknowledged, although there can

be no conditions in God's decrees, yet he has decreed,

that the falvation even of the elect themfeives fhall be
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conditional ; that they ſhall be ſaved uponthe only con-

ditions of their faith in Chrift, and other correfponding

graces : Which conditions he has decreed to give them,

that they may be meet for the falvation to which they

are defigned. There is nothing more certain than that

God has propofed thefe conditions of falvation in his

word toall that ſhall ever be ſaved ; and it is from thence

certain that he decreed fo to do ; for his will is always

the fame. There are therefore conditions of the event,

though there be no conditions of the decree : Nor is the

event the lefs certain becauſe of the conditions, fince

God has immutably decreed to give them alfo ; to ena-

ble all the elect to believe to thefalvation of their fouls.—

may be perhaps for want of a due attention to this,

that many are prejudicedagainſt the doctrine ofabfolute

decrees. Becauſe they do not conſider, that though the

will of God in itſelf have no condition, yet the effects

of his will have conditions. There are evenin the coun-

fel of God conditions of our falvation , though none of

our election. God has decreed to the elect neceſſary

qualifications for falvation, without which they ſhall ne-

ver obtain it. And fo the fecret and the revealed will

ofGod are always and in all things the fame.

It

Thus I have briefly fhewn what we are to underſtand

by the decree of election, upon the fuppofal of fuch a

decree? And I have endeavored to explain and confirm

each part ofmy defeription.

II. Iamnext to confider what evidence we have that

this doctrine is true, which I have hitherto taken for

granted. I have indeed been already led to take occaſi-

onal notice of fome of thofe arguments, that are now

to be offered in confirmation of the propofition. It is

however neceffary to endeavor to fet thofe arguments in

a clefer view and ftronger light, that we may more

clearly feethe truth and importance of the doctrine I

am pleading for. Repetitions are preferable to obfcurity

and I had rather be cenfured for repeating the fame

things, than for falling fhort in point of evidence, and

forleaving the cauſe doubtful and uncertain .
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1. It is neceffary from the very firft idea we have of

an infinite God, that he is omniscient . - The fuppofal of

the leaft degree of ignorance in an infinite mind, is an

affront to common fenfe. An infinite being with but a

finite knowledge, is the greatest contradiction. So that

wemustneceffarily allow anomnifcient God, or no God

at all. This appears evident at the firft view , and ad-

mits of no debate.-It must therefore be allowed, that

all things future were eternally open to the view of

this omnifcient mind. He could not have been omni-

fcient, if any thing prefent or future was from eternity

unknownto him.-Ifhall not here concern myself with

the debate among the fchoolmen, how or in what man-

ner all futurities were eternally prefent with God. That

is a ſubject vaftly above the enquiry of fuch fhort fight-

ed creatures as we are ; for God is higher than heaven,

what can we know ! We may ſafely, and muſt neceffari-

ly conclude, that the knowledge of God is equal to his

infinite nature ; and that he must confequently fore-

know whatſoever shall come to pafs, though we know

not bow. Thus far we go upon firm ground ; a fiep

further plunges us into an unfathomable depth.

To apply this to the prefent purpoſe : God's fore-

knowledge ofthe fanctification and eternal falvation of

all that fhall ever be faved, renders thofe events cer-

tain and neceffary ; that they will not, they cannot be

otherwiſe than he foreknew they would be.-If God's

fore knowledge were not certain, it would not have

heen knowledge, but conjecture. If God's fore-know-

ledge was certain, the event muft be likewife certain &

neceffary: How could he otherwiſe certainly foreknow

it ? If God did not eternally foreknow thefe events in

all their circumftances, juft as they would come to pals,

it would not have been knowledge, but inillake ; and if

he did foreknow theſe events, just as they would come

to pass, they mult neceflarily come to pals, juft as he

foreknew they would. A neceflity of infallibility muſt

therefore be unavoidably connected to the fore-know-

ledge ofGod. And whether we can form any juſt no-

C
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tion, how the feveral perfections of the divine nature

did eternally co-operate with refpect to our future fal-

vation, or not, it muft follow from thefe confiderations,

that there was with God from all eternity, an infallible

certainty and neceffity of the whole progreſs of the fal-

vation, both in grace and glory, ofevery individual per-

fon that will ever be faved. It is abfolutely impoffible,

that the falvation of any one of them can fail (the cer-

tainty of their falvation being founded upon the nature

of God) unleſs wedare fuppofe even God himſelf to be

fallible.

I prefume that even the oppofers of abfolute decrees

will themselves generally allow the fore-knowledge of

God, with thefe undoubted confequences of it. How

unreaſonable it is, therefore, to quarrel with the doc- `

trine of abfolute decrees, whenthey muſt allow the ab-

folute certainty of the event, or deny the fore-know-

ledge of God? and whatever objection can be imagin-

ed againſt an abfolute decree, the fame can, with the

fame force, and upon the fame grounds, be urged againſt

a certain and abfolute fore-knowledge ? For it is the

fame thing, and the fame confequences in all poffible

inftances will follow, if the certainty and infallibility

of the event de flow from the knowledge, or the will

of God. Thofe objections can therefore be no juft rea-

fon with fuch men against God's pre-determination,

that equally militate againft his prefcience, which is

what they dare not deny.

It has indeed been objected against this doctrine, that

the falvation of particular perfons is in itſelf a contin-

gency; what may be, or what may not be, according to

their compliance or non-compliance with the terms &

conditions of falvation propofed in the gofpel ; and

therefore that it muft neceffarily have been foreknown

of God to be a contingent and uncertain event ; for

fuch it certainly is, and God foreknew it to be as it is.

To which I answer, that although the event be con-

tingent with refpect to us, while we do not certainly

knowwhetherwe shall comply with theſe terms of fal-
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vation, or not ; it could not be contingent with respect

to God, who from eternity did certainly know whe-

ther we ſhould comply with thefe conditions, or not ;

and therefore did certainly know what the iffue and

confequence of our compliance or non- compliance

would be.-God could not have been omniſcient, ifhe

did not eternally foreknow all the minuteft circum-

ftances of our whole conduct with their confequences,

all our difpofitions, affections and converfations here in

this world, as well as our eternal ftate in the world to

come. He muſt have foreknown thefe events, as they

would be in themfelves, when they cometo pafs ; and

not as they would be to fuch fhort fighted creatures as

we are, before they come to pass.- Thefe events will

be nolonger contingent or uncertain to us, when they

arefully accomplished ; and therefore could never be

contingent or uncertain to God, who did from eternity

as well foreſee their full accompliſhment, as the condi-

tions on which they depend.

To conclude this head, if God did not eternally fore-

know all events, and the accomplishment ofall circum-

flances and conditions ofevents, with refpect to all his

creatures, it must be either from defect of knowledge

in God, or from fome obftruction or obftacle in the crea-

ture, that hid the event from the view ofan omnifcient

eye. Not the former ; Let nofuch arrogancy come out of

your mouth for the Lord is a God ofknowledge, and by

him actions are weighed. 1 Sam. ii. 3-Not the latter ; a

finite being cannot controul an infinite nature ; nor caft

any obfcurity in the way of infinite knowledge. It is

in vain to feek deep to hide our counfel from the Lord. If

wefay, the darkness fhall cover us, even the night fhall be

light about him ; yea, the darkness hideth not from him :

but the nightfineth as the day, the darkness and the light

are both alike to him. Pfal . CXXX1X . 11. 12- Neither

is there any creature that is not manifeft in his fight ; but

all things are naked and open unto the eyes of him with

whom we have to do. Heb. iv. 13.

And now, I think, I am got fafely thusfar. And there
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can no objection lay in the way of this truth , that God

did eternally and certainly foreſee the falvation of all

that will ever be faved ; and that this forefight of his

renders their falvation neceffary and infallible.-Ithere-

fore proceed a step further.

2. It is alfo neceffary that the eternal God be a perfect

being ; and that all the perfections ofhis nature ſhould

always concurin all bis operations. The holiness (for

initance) and the goodness, the truth, the mercy, the

juftice, fo likewife the knowledge and the will of God,

do moft neceffarily agree together, in all his difpenfa-

tions. Some of God's attributes are indeed very differ-

ent, and even contrary in their exercife upon the crea

tures. It is a vaftly different thing to us, to be the ob-

jeds of God's favor, or of his juftice, wrath, and dif-

pleaſure That we must confider of fome of the opera-

tions of God towards us, as the actings ofone and not of

another his glorious attributes. Thus his beftowing fal-

vation upon any, is an act of his grace and not of his

juftice ; and puniſhing any with eternal deftruction, is

an act ofhis juftice and not of his grace : Yet all his at-

tributes muſt always unite and agree in his own infinite

mind. His grace is not in the inftance mentioned, incon-

fiftent with his juftice nor his juſtice inconfiftent with

his grace. There can be no contrariety, no oppofition

or repugnancy in the divine nature. This muft not be

fuppofed ofan infinitely perfect being. To fuppole that

God ever ceaſed in any one act to be holy, to be juſt,

to be good and merciful, or to have every one of his e-

fential properties in exerciſe, is to fuppofe that he ceaf-

ed to be God. For he must be an omnifcient God, a ho-

ly God, a merciful God, a juft God, &c. at all times,

and in all inftances, or be no God at all. Whatever at-

tributes or properties neceffarily belong to the divine

nature, are either effential to him, or elfe God may

ceafe to be what he is, or be at one time what he is not

at another. But this is what no man dare fuppofe. And

if all the attributes or properties which neceffarily be--

long to the divine nature, are effential to him, no one
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of them can ever be removed, not fo much as in one in-

ftance, or one moment, without the deftruction of his

being. To apply this tothe cafe before us. The decree

of election is not to be fuppofed an act of God's know-

ledge feparate and diftinct from his other effential per-

fections , but an eternal act of his mind, wherein they

all unitedly concur. If Goddid eternally foreknow the

falvation of the elect , he did foreknow it in a manner

agreeable to all his effential properties ; and confequent-

ly ina manneragreeable to his will, whichis oneof them .

Whatever difficulties there may be in our minds with

refpect to the eternal concurrence of God's will with

his knowledge, relating to fome things that either have

or will come to pass, and were confequently the objects

of his prefcience ; it is certain that in fome way or o-.

ther, their futurity was agreeable to his will, or elfe his

knowledge and will would have been at difagreement,

which may by no means be imagined. What is God's

knowledge but God himſelf knowing? And what is

God's will but God himselfwilling ? To fuppofe thefe

at difagreement, is therefore to fuppofe God at difagree.

ment with himſelf, which is the higheft blafphemy.

It is alfo impoffible from the very nature of God, that

he could eternally foreknow our future falvation in a

way repugnant to his will, not only becaufe all his per-

fections and confequently his knowledge and will muft

always agree ; but also because it is impoffible that our

falvation fhould have been future, contrary to his will.

It was certainly in his power to have hindred it, ifhe

had not willed it ; and then it never would have been,

and confequently couldnot havebeen fore-known. Nay,

it is certain that the falvation of all that fhall ever be

faved, did eternally depend upon the will of God, as the

firft cauſe of it ; as I have obferved before. There

couldbe nothing elfe from eternity to make our falvation

poffible ; and therefore it could not have been the ob

ject of God's knowledge, if it had not been the object

of his will. This, I think, is clearly evident, that the

future falvation of every individual perfon that fhall c

C 2
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verobtain it, did eternally depend either upon God, or

the creature, as the caule of it ; for an effect , without a

caufe, is a flat contradiction. It could not depend upon

the creature, who had no exiflence ; nor could have

powerto give either grace or glory when exifting. It

must therefore have neceffarily depended upon God, as

the only poffible caufe. And if fo, it muſt either have

depended upon his will, or upon fome other of his di-

vine perfections without his will, and agreeable to it ;

upon fomething in himſelf, that fhould neceffarily con-

ftrain, him to beſtow falvation upon the elect, whether

he would or not. But this none dare imagine. It muft

therefore have depended upon the will ofGod, or upon

nothing at all, for its futurity and poffibility. From

which it neceffarily follows, that if thefuture falvation

ofthe elect : ould not poffibly have been , God could not

·have eternally foreknown that it would have been, ex-

cept he had willed it. This is alfo evident from the

very nature ofthe decree of election ; ifGod has eternal-

ly chofen any to falvation (as is afferted in our text) he

has eternally willed theirfalvation, willing and chufing

beingthe fame thing. To chufe any thing, and not to

willthe object of fuch choice, is a contradiction in terms.

From all theſe confiderations it is , I think, manifeft-

ly true, that God hath eternally known and eternally

willed the whole future falvation of each individual heir

of everlafting life and glory , and that their falvation,

being founded upon the fore-knowledge and will of God ,

is like his glorious nature neceffary and infallible, which

is the thing to be proved. The falvation ofthe elect is

the mystery of his WILL, according to his good pleaſure,

which he hath purpoſed in himself. Eph.i. 6.

3. It is allo neceffary, that an infinite God must be an

immutable Being, and that there cannot be in any ofhis

perfections the leaft variation or poffibility of change.

All the counfels and purpoſes of God muft have been

from eternity infinitely wife, infinitely holy, and infi-

nitely good ; there can, therefore, be no poffible reaſon

why they fhould change, fince there can be no change



THE DECREE or ELECTION. 31

for the better, and we cannot fuppofe that infiniteWif

dom fhould change his purpoſes without any reaſon for

it. Nor, indeed, is it poffible that they ſhould change

or alter in the leaſt inftance or degree, fuch change ne-

ceffarily implying that God would ceafe to be infinite.

How can God be infinite, if he be in any refpect what

he was not before, unless we allow a different kind or

different degree of infinite Being, which is abfurd ? He

is the Lord, he changes not. Mal. iii . 6.-He is the fame

yesterday, to day, andfor ever. Heb. xiii. 8.-Withhim

is no variableness, neitherfhadow ofturning. James i: 17.

7

Wherethe fcriptures fpeak of God's changing his

purpofes or counfels, they peak after the manner of

men, and repreſent to us that God acts in thofe cafes, as

wedo when we change our purpoſes. As a change of

purpoſe in us procures a change of conduct, fo a change

ofconduct towards us is reprefented as a change of pur-

pofe in God, by way of condefcenfion to our weak ca-

pacities. The change in reality is in us, and not in God :

this occafions an alteration in his providence towards

us, though there can be none in his nature or will.

The ftrength of Ifrael will not lie, nor repent ; for he is not

a man that heshould repent. 1 Sam. xv. 29. The gifts and

calling of God are without repentance. Rom. xi. 29.

And now what hinders our coming to a fafe and cer-

tain conclufion , that God has decreed in his eternal pur-

pole, according to the good pleafure of his will, to give

grace and glory to a certain number of the children of

men ? I have proved from the very nature of God, that

he muft eternally, certainly, and infallibly foreknow the

ftate of each individual heir of falvation, and be fully

acquainted, from eternity, with the whole progress of

their grace here, and their glory hereafter. I have

proved that this fore- knowledge of God was according

tohis eternal will& pleaſure. It could not bedifagrecable

to, but in the order of our conceptions must be found-

ed upon his will, fince it would not have been, and con-

fequently would not have been the object of his know-

ledge andforefight, if he had not willed it. I have prov-
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ed that God's fore-knowledge and will are, like all o

ther perfections of his nature, immutable, and that they

are the fame now, and will be the fame for ever, that

they were from all eternity. Andwhen thefe premifes

are put together , doth not the conclufion neceffarily

follow ! Admitting thafe premiſes to be true, (and I

think I have proved that they are true) we muſt of

confequence admit the truth of the propofition which

was tobe proved.

Having thus confidered the evidence of this propoſi-

tion, as being founded upon the nature ofGod, I proceed

in the next place,

To confider whether it be not alfo a truth clearly

manifeft from plain declarations of the word of God,

I begin with the confideration of that text in Ro-

mans viii. 29. 39, For whom he didforeknow, he allo

did predeflinate to be conformed to the image of his Son.

Moreover, whom he did predeftinate, them he alfo called

and whom he called, them he also juftified ; and whomhe

juftified, them he also glorified. In which words we find

the fore-knowledge of God, bis pre-determination, the

fanétification, juftification, and eternal falvation of the

elect, as fo many links in an infeparable chain, necef-

farily connected together ; and ofneceffary confequence

we here findthe truth of the propofition before us made

moft certain and evident. If God did foreknow and

predeftinate the future ftate of every heir of falvation,

if he does actually call, juftify, and glorify every one

that was foreknown and predeftinated in his eternal

counſel, then Gad has from all eternity elected a certan

number to everlafting life, which is the thing to be

proved. But the former is afferted in the text, and

therefore the latter true. I can here fee no room for

any plaufible evafion. The words are plain, full, and

pertinent tothe purpofe.- To queftion the truth ofthe

doctrine I am pleading for, is to question the truth of

this facred text.

The like evidence of this truth is alfo found in Acts

viii. 48. As many as were ordained to eternal life believed.
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Heie the decree, and the confequences of it, are both

affed, and fhewn to be of equal extent. For if all

that were ordained to eternal life believed, all that were

ordained to eternal life ſhall be certainly faved ; faith be-

ing falvation begun, and falvation being every where

in the gofpel promifed to true believers.

Nothing can be clearer to the fame purpofe, than

that in Rom. ix. 23. That he might make known the

riches of his glory on the veffels of mercy, which he had

afore prepared unto glory. That this fore preparation

unto glory, here fpoken of, was in God's eternal coun-

fel, appears manifeft from the inftance of God's decrce

with refped to Jacob and Efau, from which the apof-

tle draws the confequence here before us. It was be

fore they had done either good or evil, that the purpose of

God according to election might ſtand. Verfe 11 .--That

this preparation unto glory was an act of God's fove-

reign counfel, is ftrongly afferted in verſe 15. He will

have mercy on whom he will have mercy.- That it is an

act of his crernal and unchangeable purpofe, is afferted

in the cited text. He actually makes known the riches

ofhis glory on all thefe vefels ofmercy which he had, in

his eternal purpofe , afore prepared unto glory. Were

it even granted unto the oppofers of this doctrine, that

the decree of God with respect to Jacob and Efau,

from whence the apoftle argues throughout this chap.

ter, referred only to their temporal circumftances, it

would nothing affect the caufe. For if the apoftle

thought it to be juft arguing from thence, to God's de-

cree of making known the riches of his glory on the veffels

ofmercy, we fhould think fo too.

This truth is likewife confirmed from Romans xi . 5,

7. Even fo then at this prefent time alfo, there is a rem-

nant according to the election of grace. The election hath

obtained, and the reft were blinded. If it was true then,

it is true now, and at all times, that the remnant of

God's children are according to the election of grace ,

and confequently that he hath eternally chofen all that

fhall ever be his children, If it be true, that the elec
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tion obtain, and the reft are blinded, it thence follows,

that all the objects of his electing love fhall obtain fal-

vation, and none but they.

But the time would fail me, to confider particularly

all the texts of fcripture, where this doctrine is clearly

revealed. I fhall therefore but juft hint at fomefew

of the many other fcriptural evidences of this truth.

If it be true, that the elect are predeftinated according

to the purpose of him , who worketh all things after the

counsel of his own will ; as is afferted in Eph. i . 11. If

it be true, that God hath appointed them to obtain falva.

tion, by our Lord Jefus Chrift, according to that in 1.

Theff. v. 9. If it be true, that God hath from the be

ginning chofen them to falvation, according to 2. Theff.

ii . 13.
If God hasfaved them, and called them with an

holy calling; not according to their works, but according

to his own purpoje and grace, which was given them in

Jefus Chrifi before the world began, as in 2. Tim. i . 9 .

If they are ele according to the fore- knowledge of God

the Father, as in 1 Pet. i . 2.—It must then neceffarily

be true, that God hath according to the good pleasure

of his will, from all eternity, elected a certain number

to everlafling life, which was the thing to be proved.

I bave not hitherto been confidering, nor attempting

to remove the difficulties that lie in the way of this

doctrine ; but have only endeavored to explain it, and

to enquire into its truth and certainty. It is foon e-

nough to confider and folve the fcruples that arife in

our minds upon the fuppofal of any fact, when the fact

is eftablished and received. There is no occafion to ex-

ercife cur minds with difficulties about that which we

have no reason to believe. It is not, therefore, the

question now before us, How can these things be?

But whether this doctrine be the truth of God, or not ?

If it be evidently true, we muſt receive it for truth,

whatever objections arife in our minds, and not reject

it becauſe we do not fully understand it. If we fuf-

pend our affent unto every truth until all the difficul

ties concerning them are removed, we must remain,
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fceptics as long as we live, and never fully confent to

the being of a God, nor even to our own being ; for

there will always remain infuperable difficulties with

refpect to both. Here then we thould make a paufe,

and review without prejudice the arguments which

have been offered , and confider their force ; and let

our affent to this doctrine be as ftrong as the evidence

of its truth. If it be founded upon the nature and

word of God, there is no room to difpute it. If it be

founded upon neither of theſe, there is no reaſon to

believe it.

I do not speak this to difcourage all proper and mó-

det endeavors to obviate the difficulties that may ariſe

in our minds from the contemplation before us.
For

though we cannot expect to fearch out and compre

hend the perfections of God, fo as to have a full and

clear view of the eternal operations of his infinite

mind ; yet we may find fufficient anſwers to all the ob-

jections that can be thrown in the way, to fatisfy a

fober and humble enquirer after truth.

III. I fhall now accordingly endeavor to refute

fome of the chief of theſe objections, that lay in our

way; and I hope I fhail at least be able to make it ap-

pear that there are no abfurdities in the doctrine of

abfolute decrees.

One of the chief objections against this doctrine is,

that it takes away the liberty of the creature is inconfifi

ent with that freedom that must neceffarily be fuppofed ofa

rational and accountable being. If God has abfolutely de-

creed the event, and the falvation of the elect is by virtue of

that decree abfolutely neceffary, that it cannot fail of ac-

complishment, it is in itſelfunavoidable, and the elect must

befaved whether they will or not. And what liberty or free-

dom can there be then left them in the affair of theirJalvn-

tion ?

This being a principal objection, upon which the

moſt of the difficulties that are raifed against this doc-

trine do very much depend, I fhall be fomething parti-

cular in aufwering it.
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And I would firſt aſk of the objector, whether he

does not find himself at full liberty in all his actions ?

Let him look into the operations of his own mind, and

inquire whether he has any force or conſtrains put up.

on his affections, appetites or inclinations, in any cafe

whatfoever ; and whether he does not act voluntarily

and fpontaneouſly in all his moral conduct ? I think

every one will in this cafe anfwer in the affirmative.

And what room can there then be for this objection.-

He cannot perhaps fee how this is confiftent with an

abfolute decree. What then! Muft we difpute againit

a plaia manifeft fact, becauſe we do not know how it

can be? We cannot fee how it is confiftent with an

immaterial fpirit to have any relation to fpace; or to

act upon matter. Muft we therefore difpute the uni-

on of the foul and body, and the ſubjection of our bodily

members to the dictates of our minds, becauſe we can-

not fee the confiftency of it ? Are there not a thoufand

undoubted realities in the material world, wherein

there are fuch apparent inconfiitencies, as we cannot .

fee through ? Muft we therefore reject the greatest

certainties, becauſe we are but short-fighted creatures ?—

I think I have proven from the infinite nature and

perfections ofGod, that the decrees are certainly abfo-

lute, and without any poffible conditions ; and that

the futurity of the decreed event must be certain and

infallible. And yet we find by experience, that we are

at full liberty and freedom, that we act in all our mɔ-

ral behaviour according to our own wills. And does

not this confideration make it neceffary, that the liberty

ofthe creature is confiftent with the decree of Gol,

whether we can fee through it or not?

It is a great deal too bold and affuming, for any

man to fay, that it cannot be ; for how does he know

that it cannot be ? Is it a neceflary confequence that

because God is infinite, becauſe his knowledge and bis

will are infinite , and must always agree together; and

because the objects of both are confequently certain

and infallible, that therefore he cannot make a crea-
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rure in a ſtate of freedom and liberty ? If this be poffi-

ble, if God can make a creature at full liberty, noc-

withstanding his pre-determining what he would make

him for, how he would be glorified in him , and what his

ftate fhould be, there is then no inconfiftency between an

abfolute decree and the liberty of the creature. And who

dare venture tofay, that God cannot make a creature

in a ftate offreedom, and be, notwithstanding, poffeff-

ed of theſe infinite perfections of his nature ?--Nay,

theſe infinite perfections of his nature do make it necef-

fary, that God can make a creature in a ftate of perfect

liberty. If his knowledge and will are infinite , his

power muft be alfo infinite. He cannot be infinite in

one, and not in all his effential properties : and it can-

not be impoffible to omnipotence, to make a creature at

fall liberty, ifhe pleaſes.What then becomes of this

objection ?

Ifit be replied to this, that it is a contradiction, to ſup-

pofe, thatfuch a decree as makes mens falvation unavoida

ble and neceffary, whetherthey will or no, is confifient with

liberty andfreedom ; that this therefore cannot be argued e-

venfrom the omnipotence ofGod, for God cannot perform

contradictions or abfurdities.

I anfwer, who ever dreamed of fuch a decree as

would make mens falvation thus unavoidable , or that

will fave them whether they will or no ? I have fhewn

already, that God as well decreed to give grace, as to

give glory to all the elect ; and that their intereft in

Chrift, with all the bleffed confequences of it, was de-

creed to be the object of their own free choice, and ear

neft purfuit ; what they fhould freely chopfe, and dili

gently labor after, in all the methods of God's appoint-

ment ; and in that way, and that only, obtain it. And

this is fo far from contradicting thefreedom of the elect,

that it fully eſtabliſhes it. It is neceffary even from the

decree of God, that they fhall act freely and at full li-

berty, in choofing their own falvation, and working its

out with fear and trembling.-Where then is the con-s

radiction ? Is it a contradiction, for any event to hel

D
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infallibly neceffary with refpect to a rationalbeing ; and

that being to be notwithſtanding ina ſtate of freedom ?

Is it not infallibly neceffary for the faints in heaven to

be everlaftingly glorious and happy ; and do not they

nevertheless enjoy the perfection of freedom ? Is it

not infallibly neceffary, that the glorious God fhall be

eternally infinite ; and dare any man imagine, that God

himself is not at full freedom and liberty, to act accord-

ing to his own good pleasure ?

If it be yet further urged, That according to this doc-

trine of the decrees, there is a neceffity that the elect

Shall will the means of their falvation, fince God has de-

creed to give themfuch a will ; and thefame neceffary cer-

tainty, that those who are not electedfhall not will the means

ofSalvation. Andis it not a contradiction, that either the

one or the otherfhould be ina flate offreedom,fince they can-

not will the contrary to what they do?

In answer to this I must obferve, thatapower to will,

or not to will, any particular object of choice , or a pow-

er to chooſe indifferently either the one orthe other of

two contrary objects, is ſo far from freedom, that it is

utterly inconfiftent with it ; and is what cannot be pre-

dicated ofany being that is perfectly free. We could

not be free agents, if we had not a power to will what

appears to us from our prefent view of things moft fit

to be chofen ; or if we had a power to will what appears

to us from our prefent view of things unfit to be cho-

fen. For either of thefe fuppofes the will itſelf to be

the effect of fome conftraint from fomething withoutus ;

and not to be the refult of our own underſtandings, af-

fections and appetites, as it always is in every free a-

gent. This is equally true, whether our wills are al-

ways excited and acted by fome apparent good, as has

been generally fuppofed ; or whether they are common-

ly acted by fome prefent uneafinefs, as has alfo been

fuppofed ; or whether by both of thefe.-Freedom

therefore cannot be oppofed to neceflity. Every free

agent muft neceffarily will what his underſtanding, ap-

petites and affections, reprefent to him the moft fit ob-

ject of choice ; he cannot do otherwife. To fuppofe a
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power todo otherwife, is to fuppofe a power that is ex-

triafical to him, that must move his will as a clock or

watch is moved ; and is therefore utterly inconfiftent

with freedom . If freedom confifts in a power to will

or not to will what appears to the mind in its prefent

view of things the fitreft object ofchoice, then the ho-

ly angels and glorified faints are not free : For they can-

not help but will the glory of God, and their own ho-

linefs and happinets. Nay, the bleffed God himfelf up-

on this fuppofal, cannot be free : For he cannot do ó-

therwife than eternally will the glorious perfections of

his own excellent nature ; he cannot will any event,

the futurity of which is net fome how agreeable to

them.-Freedom therefore is only oppofed to coaction

orconstraint. He that can act according tohisown will,

and do whathe does--ofchoice, without any conſtraint ,

is therein free ; though perhaps he may not be capable

to do every thing that he would do, if it were in his

power. Thus the merchant acts freely, who by his

trade advances his eftate but a hundred a year, becaufe

he acts of choice, and is under no conftraint, though he

may probably defire to double the increaſe. And thus

the believer acts freely, in his acceptance of Chrift, and

living to him ; for that is according to his own will and

choice, without any conſtraint ; though he is not capable

of all thofe gracious attainments, which he defires.

Thus likewife impenitent finners act freely, becauſe they

act voluntarily, in all their finful indulgencies ; though

they may be incapable to obtain fome particular finful

gratifications, which their lofts prompt them to. In a

word, he that acts voluntarily and without any com-

pulfion or constraint, acts freely ; and he that has a

powerfo to do, is in a ftate of freedom and liberty : for

freedom confifts in nothing elſe. The freedom of

creature does not confift in a power to do every thing

whichhe might chooſe to do, (that feems to be the pe-

culiar prerogative of God himlelf, and implies omnipo-

tence) but in a power toact ofchoice in all that he does

do. From which it neceffarily follows, that the infal
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libility of the decree of God can no ways obftruft the

Jiberty of the cresture ; in that every rational agent

does nevertheless always act voluntarily in all his mo-

ral conduct ; and is therefore always in a flate of free-

dom and liberty.

I know that it has been the common doctrine of di-

vines, that the will of man has full freedom with ref

pect to things natural, yet not in things fpiritual ; but

that in theſe things it requires fupernatural grace to

move and influence it. However, I cannot but think.

(with Mr. Lock) that it is a very inaccurate and ob-

fcure way of fpeaking, to attribute freedom, or want of

freedom, to the will. The will being but a property or

faculty ofthe mind, can no more than any other of our

intellectual powers, be the fubje&t of other properties or

faculties. Free agency implies perfonality, which I

think no man applies to the will . On the contrary, e-

very one will allow, that there is a great difference be

tween an aft , and an intelligent agent ; and that it is.

the latter only, that can properly be the ſubject offree-

dom, or the want of freedom. And therefore to attri

bute either of theſe to the will, is to make that the a-

gent, or perfon, when it is indeed no more than a per-

fonal act , or the perfon acting in a way of choice :-the

confufion of which is obvious, and has been too mani-

feft bythe multipliedimpertinent debates upon this fub-

ject . I nevertheless fully agree with the meaning of

thefe divines, if I understand them. I agree, that no

man has a power to will the exercife of faving grace,

and a life of holiness and piety, until the fpirit of God,

by his fupernatural influences, reprefents thefe to him

as mofl fit to be chofen, and makes fuch a powerful

impreffion upon his mind, as conquers his natural aver-

fion, and excites him to will them.- It is evident in e-

veryman's experience, that our natural propensity to

evil is only to evil, and that continually. But thefe things

that areevil, appear in a falfe light to our carnal minds,

elpecially to our appetites and affections, as things moſt

fit to be chofen ; and while they thus appear to us good

*
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and eligible, we could not be free, if we did not will

them. While we aft as rational and free agents, we muſt

will and chroofe what appears to us from our prefent

view of things moft worthy our choice. And it is there-

fore becauſe we are in a ftate of freedom , with reſpect

to the affairs of a fpiritual and moral nature, that we

cannot habitually choofe à gracious fpiritual and hea-

venly life, until by the powerful agency of divine grace

we have fuch an habitual impreffion upon our minds,

that overcomes our contrary inclinations, and reprefents

fuch a life moft worthy of our approbation and purfait.

Though we may fometimes want freedom and liberty

in things natural ( a man in a dungeon cannot be faidto

be a ftate of freedom ) yet a rational creature, while

fuch, can never want freedom in things fpiritual and

moral ; fince whatever he acts in thoſe concerns, he acts

voluntarily, and therefore freely. It is true indeed,

that finners may in fome fenfe be faid to be in bondage

to their lufts : that is, they freely and willingly per-

form their bafe and fordid drudgery, and cannot will to

do otherwife while in an unfanctified ftate. Nothing.

but the law of the Spirit oflife in Christ Jefus, can make us

free from a chofen fubjection to the law offin anddeath.

The man is notwithſtanding in a ſtate offreedom, even

in this vaffalage of his affections. For though a life of

fin and fenfuality is in itfelf of the nature of thraldom

and bondage, the finner does not efleem it fo : but free-

ly puts and keeps the yoke on his own neck . He does

but whathe wills to do, in his fubjection to his lufts ;

and the believer does what he wills to do, in his fub-

jection to the Lord Jefus Chrift ; both act freely, though

both are voluntary fervants. It is impoffible, that a

rational creature fhould act otherwife than freely , while

he acts by counfel, whatever the decrees of God are

concerning him.

A right apprehenfion of the decrees of God will make

them appear to be fo far from taking away the freedom

and liberty of the creature, that they must make it ab-

foluicly neceffary, that every rational agent fhall act

D 2
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freely in his whole moral behaviour. If God in his e

ternal coopfel did join the means and the end together

(as I have already proved that he did) then he did de-

cree, that the elect ſhould be faved by faith in Chriftand

other concomitant graces, which are in themfelves free.

and voluntary acts of the renewed mind, and that they.

fhould voluntarily and of choice comply with the terms

of falvation . He did alfo decree , that those who are not.

elected, fhall be finally punifhed for fia.freely and volun-

tarily committed. And confequently the freedom and

liberty both of one and the other, are infallibly neceffa-

ry even from the decrees of God. Which confideration

alone might have been fufficient answer to this objection.

It maybe further objected againſt this doctrine, that

ifGod has infallibly decreed to give grace and glory to acer-

tain number ofmankind, and to none but them, he is then

a respecterofperfons ; which is directly contrary to his word,

A&ts x. 34

To which Ianfwer: To be a respecter of perfons im

plies an unequal diftribution of juftice, from favor and

affection ; and not an unequal diſtribution of benefits,

by a benefactor and abfolute proprietor. When a judge

is chargeable with partiality or injuftice, becauſe biaffed

byfomething in the perfon or circumftances ofthe par-

ty before him, fuch as greatnefs, riches, relation , or

flattery, &c. he is a refpecter of perfons. But whenan

abfolute proprietor, and fovereign difpofer of his own

benefits, beftows an undeferved kindneſs upon one, and

not upon another, he is no refpecter ofperions. Thus,

if God fhould forgive and fave one penitent believer,

and not another, out of a partial reſpect to the one or

the other, becauſe they, were or were not Jew, or Gen-

tile, of high or low circumftances in the world, or the

like (notwithstanding they both ftand on a level in the

gofpel- covenant, and have equal rights belonging to

them in the court of governing grace) he might in this

cafe be denominated a refpecter of perfons. But inaf-

much ashe will equally and indifferently adopt, juftify,

and finally glorify all penitent believers, whatever their
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external circumftances may be, he cannot be charged

with refpect of perfons, how differently foever he diſtri

butes, among a world of rebels, fuch unmerited favors

and benefits, as no man can have a right to by any law,

covenant, or rule of juſtice.

Thus in the quoted text, he is faid to be no refpe&ter

of perfons, becauſe in every nation he that feareth Godand

worketh righteouſneſs , is accepted ofhim. As he is the ruler

and judge of the world, he is equal and impartial in be-

flowing his rewards, according to his law and covenants

of promife, which he has made the rule of his difpenfa

tions towards us. As he is a fovereign proprietor and

benefactor, he beſtows his benefits how and where he

pleafes, without being a refpecter ofperfons : for heis

abfolute mafter of his own favors.

It is plainly visible, to every man's obfervation and

experience, that God does not beſtow his benefits equal-

ly upon all that are of equal demerit.-He has not made

every man an angel ; nor every angel an arch angel .

He has not made every ſtone a beaſt ; nor every beaft a

man. He has not given to every man equal powers or

faculties of mind ; nor equal advantage to get riches,

or honor, health or comfort in the world. And dare

anyman call him toan account for thefe acts of his fo,

vereignty, as a refpecter of perfons ?

If we apply this to the cafe before us, there will be

found no room at all for this objection.- In the de

cree of election God acted as a fovereign benefactor

and had he not right as fuch, to havemercy upon whom he

would have mercy, when he was under no obligation by

any law, covenant, or promife, or by anything elſe but

his own fovereign pleaſure ?-Could he not determine

who should be the objects of his fpecial grace and favor,

without refpect of perfons ? Though many are called,

and butfew chofen, is our eye therefore evil because he is

good? Is it notlawful for him to do what he will with his =

own? As our Lord argues in this very cafe. Mat. xx.

15, 16.

It has been objected alfo against this doctrine, That ite
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cuts the finews of all endeavors to obtain falvation ; and

brings prefumption into the world. For if we are elected,

we fhall be fure to obtain falvation , do what we will ; and

if not, wefhall be fure not to obtain it, do what we can.- It

is thereforeto no purpoſe to firive.

In anſwer to which I would obferve, that if this ob

jection be just from the infallibility of God's eternal

counfel & purpoſe, it is equally juft from the infallibili.

ty of God's eternal fore-knowledge. For the fore

knowledge of God renders the event as certain and ne-

ceffary, as his eternal counfel can do. What God did

foreknow fhould come to pafs , muft certainly and infal-

liblycome to pafs ; or elfe he could not have foreknown

it, as has been confidered before. And now let the

objector confider whether he dare deny the omniscience

of God, upon fuch kind of reaſoning as this in the ob-

jection : Whether he dare venture to fay, that God

eannot be omnifcient, that he could not foreknow all

future events ; for if he did foreknow our falvation,

we fhall be faved, do what we will ; or if he foreknew

that we ſhall not be faved, we fhall not be faved, do

what we can. I prefume , there are but few will ven-

ture fo far as to deny the knowledge of God, from fuch

vain imaginations of their own. How then dare they

venture to deny the decrees of God, from fuch reafon-

ings as prove a great deal too much, if they prove any

thing at all, and which must be wholly impertinent, if

they do not prove that God cannot be infinite ?—This

therefore fhews, that the objection cannot be well

grounded, how plaufible foever it may appear, fince it

militates against the perfections of God, and even

against his very Being : for a God without omnifcience,

is no God.

I muſt further obferve, that this whole objection is

founded upon a miftaken apprehenfion of the decrees

of God. God has not decreed to fave any but perfever-

ingfaints ; and he has decreed to fave all fuch: Hence

there can be no room for the fuppofal, that any hall

befaved, do what they will ; or that others fhall perish,
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do what they can. If God has chofen any man to fal-

vation, he has chofen him alfo to fanctification ; he has

decreed that by faith in Chrift, by a life of holiness , and

by perfeverance in both and in no other way, he ſhall

obtain eternal life ; as I have particularly fhewn above.

And what grounds can there then be for thefe confe-

quences? What grounds for prefumption, in this doc-

trine of the decrees ? Whenit is certain, not only from

the word, but from the decrees of God, that no finally

impenitent unbeliever shall ever get to Heaven ; and

that no perlevering faint fhall ever fall ſhort of it. The

latter make their election, and the former their repro-

bation, fure. They who are chofen to falvation , are

choſen to it in a way of faith and holiness ; and there-

fore they who have thefe qualifications, are certainly

elected, and fhall be eternally faved. But they who

want thefe qualifications, who finally continue to reject

an offered Saviour, and to live flothful and irreligious

lives, have no decree in their favor. They will never

obtain falvation by virtue of God's decree, that do not

obtain it upon the terms propofed in the gofpel ; for

God has never decreed falvation to any man upon other

terms.

any but

Theſe things being confidered, it will appear, the ab-

folute decrees of God are fo far from encouraging pre-

fumption, that they are in themſelves a powerful argu-

ment to the utmoſt diligence and activity in the con-

cerns of our fouls and their eternal fafety. If God has

never decreed falvation to any man in
otherway

this, may I hope to be faved in the neglect of this only.

appointed means to obtain it ? Does it not concern me

to be in earneft in this matter, fince I am certain from

the nature and counfels, as well as from the word of

God, that I must inevitably perish, unless I give my-

felf up to Chrift, and live to God in all holy converfa.

tion and godliness? In this way, I may make ſure to

myſelf that I was eternally chofen to falvation ; but in

the contrary way, my eternal perdition will be moſt

certain and unavoidable. Does not therefore my eter
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nity depend upon moſt active diligence to make my call.

ing and election fure ?

If we fhould confider this objection with a reference

to the common affairs of life, it may perhaps fet the

unreasonableness and injuftice of it in a fuller and clear.

er light. We read, Job xiv. 5- That our days are de-

termined, the number of our months is with God, he has

appointed our bounds that we cannot pass . Now will

any man argue from hence, that there is no occafion to

eat or drink, or ufe any means for the fupport or pre-

fervation of his life ; for if the continuance of his life.

be decreed, he fhall live do what he will ; and if not,

he fhall die , do what he can ? Does not every one fee

that their lives are preferved, and confequently that

God decreed they should be preferved by meat, drink,

medicine, and other methods of fupport and fuftentati

on; and that there is no decree will preferve them in

the neglect of thefe. And do they not act accordingly ?

Our fecular affairs were certainly the objects of God's

decrees, as well as the more important concerns of our

foul's eternal intereft. Even the hairs of our head are

numbered, in the counfel of God. And will any man

argue from hence, that there is no need to plow or

fow ; that if God has decreed him a harvest, he fhall

have it do what he will ; if not , he ſhall have none do

what he can? Does not every one fee, that the decree

of God will not till the ground, fow the feed, nor bring

them a crop, while they loiter away their time, and

negle& their buſineſs ? Do not all men fee, that if God

has decreed them a harveft, he has decreed that they

fhall obtain it in the uſe of the appointed means, and

nootherwile ; that if they do not fow, they cannot hope

to reap ? And do not they behave accordingly ? How un-

reaſonable then is this objection ! How unreaſonable a

prefumption would it be, for any to venture their eter-

nity upon fuch an iffue, as they dare not venture their

lives or their eftates upon !

Having thus obviated the common objections, that

bave been thrown in our way, I muft proceed now to
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the confideration of the other propofitions before men-

tioned. But inasmuch as theſe have been occafionally

anticipated in the foregoing difcourfe, I fhall be very

brief in their difcuffion .

PROP. II. All that God has elected to eternal life, he has

chofen tofalvation by and through the Lord . Jefus Chriſt.

We do fee, in fact, that the whole race of mankind

are fallen creatures ; and that if any of them do attain

eternal life, they must be faved from a loft perifhing

condition. And it is confequently evident, that man

was confidered as a fallen creature, in God's eternal

countel ; and that the elect were chofen to be faved

from this loft undone ftate, which the fall has brought

us all into. Now, if fallen man was the object of God's

electing love, he muſt be chofen to falvation in a way

agreeable to all the perfections of the divine nature.

Since therefore we find from the word of God, that

our falvation by the merits and mediation of Chrift

is the method, whereby God has providedto have mer-

cy and truth meet together, and righteoufnefs andpeace kifs

each other; we may fafely conclude, that this is the

wayin which God eternally determined the falvation

of the elect. In this way he has in time provided, and

thereforeeternallydetermined, todeclarehis righteoufnefs,

that he might be just, and the juftifier ofhim which believeth

in Fefuss according to Rom. iii . 26. We are accord-

ingly told, that the crucifixion of Chrift was by the de-

terminate counfel andfore-knowledge of God. Acts ii. 23

-What his hand and counfel determined before to be done.

Acts iv. 28- That the elect had their names written in

the book of life, of the Lamb ɲlain, from the foundation of

the world. Rev. xiii . 8—And that their falvation is ac-

cording to God's own purpoſe and grace, which was given

them in Chrift Fefus before the world began: 2 Tim. i. 9.

This then is the way of falvation, which God has

decreed : This the only foundation of our hope. Both

the decrees of God, and the gofpel of our Lord Jefus

Chrift, fecure falvation to the believer in this way ; and

in noother, Whooverare chofen to eternal falvation, will
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bebrought to fee their undone ftate and inability to help

themſelves, to defpair of falvation by any thing they

can do, to receive the Lord Jefus Chrift by faith ; and

to depend upon him as their wifdom, righteoufuefs,

fan&tification and redemption. Until they thus lead the

life that they live here in thefle , by thefaith of the Son of

God, they can have no evidence at all of their election.

But I pafs to the other and â need.

PROP. III. All who are chi fervetural falvation inand

by the Lord Jesus Chrift, fhall befordihed, and thereby

made meet to partake of it.

The marks and evidences of the clation muft, in

ordinary, be found with all the elect, even in this life.

They are chofen in Chrif , that they fholdbe holy and with-

out blame before him in love.I am not now confidering

the cafe of elect infants, who die in infancy. He who

has told us, ofJuch is the kingdom of heaven, knows how

to give them a title to it ; and does doubtless qualify

them for falvation by the fanctifying influences of his

fpirit. Nor fhall I venture to limit the holy One of

Ifrael, by determining, as fome have done, that none

can be converted in the laſt hours of their lives, and ne-

ver have opportunity to evidence their ele&tion, to

themſelves or others, by a life of holiness. But as we

may fafely conclude, that this is not God's ordinary

method of dealing withus, and that fuch converfions are

alwaysto us fufpicious and doubtful ; fo we may certain-

ly conclude, that in adult perfons a holy life is the na-

tural and, in ordinary cafes, the neceffary fruit and con-

fequence of God's electing love. He that has not been

brought to fubmit to God, and walk humbly with the

the Lord, and to mourn for his fins, to hate and torfake.

them : He that does not cut off his right hand or foot,

and pluck out his right eye, if it offend him : He that does

not habitually watch over his heart and life , and hate

every falje way that does not feriously and diligently

attend all the ordinances of religious worship, and live

in the exercife of every grace, and the practife of every

duty towards God and mau ; that does not, after all,
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lament the imperfections which neceffarily accompany

his higheſt attainments in this imperfect ſtate, and look

for the mercy of our Lord Jefus Chrift to eternal life ; fuch

an one, I fay, has not the marks and characters of God's

electing love upon his foul, nor fufficient grounds to

conclude upon his intereſt in it. He has no grounds

indeed to conclude the contrary, becaufe he is yet in

his state ofprobation ; and thongh he has not obtained,

he may yet obtain the fanctifying influences of the fpi-

rit of grace, that will both incline and enable him to

live a life ofholiness, and thereby evidence his election

ofGod. This, however, is to be received for an un-

doubted truth, that the will of God is always invariably

the fame ; and that what he has revealed to be his will

in his word, was his will from all eternity ; and confe-

quently, fince God's word requires holiness, as the way

to happineſs, they who are a chofen generation, are alfo

an holy nation, a peculiar people, that they should fhew

forth the praises ofhim that has called them out of darkness

into his marvellous light. 1 Pet. ii. 9.

There is fo little reafon to fear the decrees of God,

when rightly confidered, will prompt to a life of care-

leffnefs and fecurity, wickednefs and impiety, that

they evidently have every way the ftrongest tendency

to the contrary. They who, from fanctification, have

no evidences oftheir election, had need ufe earneſt-di-

ligence to obtain them; for, as I have already fhewn,

they can be obtained no other way ; and they can have

no grounded comfort or reafon to conclude either their

election or falvation , while they live in a habit of wilful

negligence or impiety. Theywho have good evidences of

their election do not only live a life of holiness in courfe,

without which they cannot poffibly have any fuch evi-

dences ; but theymust neceffarily, from the principles of

their renewed nature, take pleaſure and delight in a con-

formity to the whole will of God. In a truly fancti-

fied foul, old things are paffed away, and all things are be-

come new. The understanding, the will, affections and

diſpoſitions ofthe renewed mind are fpiritual ; whence

E
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he cannot but approve, chooſe and delight in a new

and fpiritual life and converfation . He is God's work-

manfhip, created in Chriſt Jefus unto good works, which

God hath before ordained that he should walk in them. Eph.

ii. 10.-Satisfying evidences of God's eternal love will

fill the minds with admiring, adoring thoughts offuch

diftinguishing kindness, and be a continued fource of

love, thankfulnefs and obedience in the foul that lives

under the light of God's countenance.-They who

know the love of Chrift, which passeth knowledge, are thereby

filled with all the fulness ofGod. Eph. iii. 19.-The love

of Christ conftraineth us. I Cor. v. 14.

I fhall now proceed to make fome reflections upon

what has been faid, by way of Improvement.

USE I. It is I think, a natural inference from what has

been faid and proved, That there is a certain number of

mankind, who are not elected to eternal life, and who will,

af confequence, certainly fall fhort of it. I fhall not

here undertake the difpute, whether all that periſh , are

by a pofitive and abfolute decree of God pre-determin-

ed to a life of fin, and to eternal deftruction for their

fin. There has been fuch bold diſputing, on both fides

of this question, and fuch bold confequences drawn

from the ideas, which both parties have entertained

of the nature of God, that I cannot read thoſe contro-

verfies without horror. And what occafion is there

for thele over-curious enquiries ? Cannot fuch poor

duft, as we, be contented to acknowledge our igno-

rance of thefe unfearchable myfteries of the divine na-

ture ! Methinks, the apoftle's folemn reprimand might

be fufficient to ftop our mouths, and filence our confi-

dent metaphyfical difputes about the operations of the

mind ofGod, and the manner how his infinite perfecti-

ons concur in the decree of reprobation. Rom. ix. 20.

Nay, but, O man, who art thou that replieſt againſt God ?

Shallthe thing formed Jay to him that formed it, Why haft

thou made me thus ? As there is nothing more clearly

revealed in the fcripture, nothing is a more neceffary

deduction from the effential perfections of God, as I
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have fhewn above, than God's abfolute choice of a cer

tain number to grace and glory, it is from hence cer-

tain, that the number ofthe elect can neither be increaf- .

ed or diminiſhed . Their number is no more capable of

change, than the eternal counſel by which they are

chofen. Thus the foundation of God, with respect to

each individual of that chofen number, ſtandeth fure.

So likewife, on the contrary, God's electing a certain

number does neceffarily imply his not clecting of the

reft, whofe number must be equally certain to God ;

and therefore equally incapable of increaſe or dimiau-

tion. As thoſe will certainly be faved, fo theſe will

certainly fall fhort of falvation .-The certainty ofthe

falvation ofthe elect depends upon God's decree to give

them eternal life , and by grace to qualify them for it.

Is there not then an equat certainty, that they will not

obtain falvation, to whom God has not determined to

give thefe gracious qualifications ? Whoever obtains

eternal falvation, must be made meet for it by faith in

Chriſt, and holinefs of heart and life. But fallen crea-

tures can have neither of thefe, neither the will northe

deed, unleſs God change their hearts, and renew them

in the fpirit of their minds. And can we fuppofe that

God will do this for them, if he has not pre-determin-

ed to do it ? This were to fuppofe a change of purpoſe

in God, which is inconfiftent with all his perfections.

I am ſenſible , that very great difficulties may arife in

our minds from the contemplation of this awful fub-

ject, which perhaps may never be fully and clearly re-

moved, until we come where we fhall know even as alſo

we are known. A reconciliation of all the myſteries of

God's eternal counfel, with his revealed, will, feems to

be reſerved for one ofthe employments and enjoyments

ofthe heavenly world. In the mean time, it becomes

us with humble adoration to fall down at the footstool

of God's fovereignty, with fuch language as that, Rom .

xi. 33, 34. O the depth of the riches both ofthe wisdom

and knowledge of God ! How unfearchable are his judg

ments ; andhis ways paft finding out ! For who hath known
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the mind of the Lord, or who hath been his counsellor?

I think, however, that God has not left us without

fufficient light to clear up to every humble mind, that

God's ways are equal, and our ways are unequal.

If it here be objected , That this feems inconfiftent with

the goodness and juftice ofGod, to make our fin and guilt

neceffary, and punish us eternally for what we cannot

help.

I answer, if God's decrees were the cauſe of our fin

and guilt there might then perhaps be fome foundation

for this objection. But inafmuch as the decrees of God

have no caufality at all either of the fin or perdition of

wicked men, the objection is groundlefs. Though we

cannot fully underftand the order and manner of

the divine counfels, with refpect to the perdition

of thoſe that are not chofen to falvation by Chrift,

but this, like the appearance in Ezekiel's vifion, is high

and dreadful: Yet we may certainly know, that God.

never decreed the deftruction and perdition of any man,

but for final continuance in fin. And we are likewiſe

certain , that he cannot by his decree, or any other way,

be the cauſe and author of that fin which he will final-

ly punish. The former of thefe is certain from the

word of God, where we are affured, that the foul that

fins fhalldie that God hath no pleaſure in the death ofthe

wicked; and that he will eternally punish none but

thole, who after their hardness and impenitent heart,

treaſure up wrath againſt the day of wrath , and confe-

quently that he decreed to punish none but fuch.-

The latter of theſe is certain from the nature of God,

who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity ; and confe-

quently cannot be the author of what his foul hates.

The fins of the reprobate are from Satan and their own

hearts; their future punishment will be for the fins

which they have voluntarily committed and impenitent-

ly continued in. The decrees of God have no hand in

procuring either the one or the other. How then can

we fay, that the way of the Lord is not equal? Certainly

it will appear in the conclufion, that the Judge of all
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the earth hath done right. He will be juſtified when he

Speaks, and clear when he judges.

The certainty and infallibility of the event does in-

deed follow from the decrees of God, confider them in

what fenfe we will. If we allow no more than God's

fore-knowledge of the fin and punishment ofthe repro-

bate, that makes the futurity of both moſt certain , as I

havefullyproved already: Butby what confequence will

it follow, that God cannot be good and juft, becauſe he

is omniscient ? Is it not on the contrary moſt certain,

that he must be good and juft, becauſe he is omnifci-

ent ? For if he be infinite in one, he muſt be infinite

in every one of his perfections. This makes it evident,

that there may be from the decrees of God an infalli-

ble certainty of the finners perdition, confiftent with

the divine juftice and goodness. And we muſt not ven-

ture to fuppofe fuch a decree as is neceffarily inconfiſt-

ent with either.

t

1

-The common occafion of the confuſion of men's

minds upon this fubject is this. They do not diftin- `

guish between the neceffity or infallible certainty of the

event from the decree of God, and God's caufing, com-1

pelling, or fome way or other bringing to pafs that

event by his decree. But in the prefent cafe there is

an infinite difference between theſe two ideas. The

former implies no more than the eternal operation of

God's mind within himſelf (if I may fo ſpeak) without

any influence upon the creature, and utterly unknown

to him. The latter fuppofes God's agency upon the

mind ofthe creature, inclining him to fin ; and thereby

conftraining him to perifh . The former is a neceffary >

deduction from God's infinite nature, as I have ſhewn :

the latter is horrible blafphemy, to be rejected with

abhorrence. There is no neceffity to be fuppofed in

this cafe from the decrees of God ; but a neceffity ofin-

fallibility ; that is, that the event will be certain and

cannot fail. But how does that imply any compulfion

uponthe creature, whereby the event is brought about ;

& he conſtrainedtofin &perifh? There is no connection
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betweenthe neceffity & conftraint,as I have proved . Men

may act in this fenfe neceffarily ; and yet at moſt free-

ly and voluntarily, without any compulfion . They

cannot be compelled by the eternal counsel of God,

which could not act upon them infinite ages before they

had any being. They cannot be compelled by God's

influencing them to fin: for God cannot be tempted of

evil ; neither temptheth he any man. James i. 23. And

why is not this fufficient to fatisfy our minds ? What

occafion can there be for our perplexing ourſelves with

unneceffary difficulties, about the hidden and unfearch-

able counſel of God ?

It may perhaps be further objected ; that this does not

appear confiflent with the general calls and offers ofSalvati-

on in the gospel. How can theje be fincere, when Godknows

that agreat part ofthe world of mankind can never accept

them ? He has not determined to give them grace; and it

is therefore neceffary that theymust live and die in agrace-

lefs fiate. And is it not a mockery, to propofe fuch con-

ditions to them which they cannot comply with;. and yet

punish them for their non-compliance with theſe impoſſible

conditions?

To this. I answer : How comes it to pafs, that they

cannot comply with thefe propoſals of the Goſpel ? The

decree of God is no caufe of their impotency, any more

than it is the cauſe of their fin. God made man upright,

capable of obedience to his whole will concerning him ;

and his not decreeing to give him grace, isno cauſe of

his wanting this primitive perfection. If Ged's not

decreeing to give Adam perfevering grace, was the

caufe of his apoftacy, thenthe cauſe of his apoftacy was.

in God himself; and God was the author of his fin ;

which is blafphemy to fuppofe. The caufe therefore

of our firft apoflacy, and of all the impotency flowing

from it, is from man himſelf. And must God change

his law , or retract his demands of obedience from us,

becaufe by our own fault we are become incapable of

obedience? If a mafter in a morning command his fer-

want his work till night, is the fervant guiltlefs and un
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worthy of punishment, ifhe wilfully break his axe or

fpade, and thereby render himſelf incapable of obedi-

ence ? If God had left all the finful progeny of Adam

to perifh in a graceleſs ſtate, we ſhould have had no

caufe to find fault ; for he owed no grace to any of

us. If he gives grace to fome and not to others, he

acts as a fovereign benefactor, that may do what he will

with his own. If he require perfect obedience from

an impotent creature, he requires no more than what

is due to him by the law of nature ; and the impotence

of the creature being his fault , deferves punishment ; and

not the reward of fan&tifying grace from God. The

fum ofthe matter then is, that God makes propofals of

falvation indifferently to all. They that comply with :

them fhall reap the benefit ; and as for others, whether

they are confidered as impotent, that they cannot, or

obftinate that they will not comply, the fault is their

own ; and God and his throne are guiltless. I have

here, it is true, confidered all mankind under the guilt:

of Adam's fin, which is a fact fo clearly revealed in

fcripture, that it ought not to be called into question..

See Rom. v. 12. forward. Pfal . li. 5. with many

other places. And though it would be an impertinent

digreffion, to endeavor an illuftration of that point at

prefent ; I hope hereafter to attempt that alfo, if God

fhall give me ability and opportunity.

I add to this . God has decreed to give to the repro

bate more power and ability, than they will ever im--

prove. God does in fact give, and therefore has de-

creed to give, even to them, a natural power to confi--

der of their finful and dangerous eftate and condition,

to endeavor to mourn for their fins, to watch againft

them, and reform them, to pray to him in ſome man-.

ner with diligence and conftancy for the fanctifying in-

Auences of his bleffed fpirit, to attend upon all the ap-

pointed means of grace in order to obtain both grace

and glory ; & to endeavor to be fincere in all this. And

none of them will be able to plead in the day ofChrift,.

that they went as far as they could by their natural
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power, in a compliance with the will of God, and in

feeking his gracious influences ; and yet after all he de-

nied them fpecial grace. It is true, that God knew

from eternity that they would not improve theſe natu-

ral powers: But he alfo knew that it would be their

own fault, that they do not improve them. Muft not

'he offer them terms of falvation worthy of a rational

creature, endued with fuch power and faculties, becauſe

he knew that they would not embrace them ? Do nor

they deſerve perdition, that will not fo much as endea

ver to perform what obedience they are capable of ?

And is not this the cafe of every impenitent finner ?

Let us further confider were is the feat of this impo-

tency, in thoſe that are not choſen to ſalvation ; that

it is in their wills. They will not come unto Chrift, that

they might have life. John v. 40.- It cannot be faid of

any man, that he is truly willing to comply with the

terms of falvation, to accept of Chrift as offered in the

gofpel , to depend upon him only as the fountain of

grace and life, and to live to him in the exerciſe of

godliness and honeſty ; and yet that he wanted ability

to live conformable to his will. For what is faith in

Chrift, but the proper exerciſe of our wills ? He that

indeed chooſes the Lord Jefus Chrift for his Saviour,

his portion and confidence, has unfeigned faith in him.

It is true, an unregenerate man cannot believe in Chrft;

that is, he cannot be willing to accept of him upon

gofpel terms. Were he fincerely willing to comply

with the propofals, of the gofpel , he would have actu-

al faith in Chrift . What is repentance, but the exer

cife of our wills ? He that rejecteth and renounceth all

his lufts and idols, and chooſeth a life of holineſs, is a

true penitent. The inability of a natural man to re-

pent of his fins, confifts eſpecially in this, that he can.

not be fincerely willing to forfake all his fins, and to

live a holy life of obedience to God. The like maybe

faid of all the graces of the fpirit. Every rational creature

is, while fuch, a free agent, in his whole moral conduct ;

and every free agent acts according to his own will
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Let the finner's impotency therefore be tightly deno-

minated ; and it must be called obftinacy. Let this ob-

jection be fairly reprefented ; and it muft ftand thus :

How can God be fincere in the general offers offalvation in

the gospel, when he forefaw from eternity an obftinate part

ofmankind, that would not by any means be perfuaded 10

comply with them ? This is juft ftating the cafe ; and a

bare ftating it in this form is fufficient.

Once more. There is no man living knows that he

is not chofen to eternal life ; nor canknow it but by an

obftinate final perfeverance in fin and impenitence.

As the offers of falvation in the gospel are made indif-

ferently to all, fo all have a like natural capacity to be

moved and influenced by them . And no man whatfo-

ever has any more grounds of difcouragement
before

hin upon the account of God's decrees, than every man

in the world has. Our bufinefs therefore is not to ftand

difputing about the unfearchable myfteries of God's

eternal counſel ; but to be moft a&tive and carneſt and

conftant in fecking an intereſt in Chrift and his falva-

tion. In this way we may hope for the faving efficacy

of his grace, and in no other. If we are found in this

way, there is no decree that will compel us to fin and

perifh . If we are never found in this way, there can

be no decree to fave us.

USE II. This doctrine adminifters matter ofunspeakable

comfort to true believers, to all that have experience ofa

work ofgrace in their fouls ; in that their fecurity ofper-

fevering in grace unto eternal falvation, is thereby propor-

tionable to the evidences of their fanctification.-It is cer-

tain, that if God has begun a work of grace in their

fouls, he has done this agreeable to his eternal counſel.

He has had no new purpofe or defign, no new motive

to act with respect to them. And if he eternally pur-

pofed to fanctify them, he alfo eternally purpoſed to glo-

rify them. He never defigned their fanétification to

any lower end. They may therefore be aſcertained,

that as he has begun, he will alfo carry on this work of

grace in their fouls, unto the day of Chriſt. Who ſhelt
→
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layany thing to the charge ofGod's elect ? fince it is God

thatjuftifieth them. Who is hethat comdemneth thoſe whe

have thus evidenced their election of God ? It is Chrift

who died, yea rather that is riſen again, who is even at the

right hand of God, who alfo maketh interceffion for them.

Whofhallfeparate themfrom the love of Chrift ? Shall tri-

bulation, or difrefs , or perfecution, orfamine, or nakedness,

or peril, or fword ? No furely ! They may be perfuaded,

that neither death, nor life, nor angels , nor principalities,

nor fowers, nor things prefent, nor things to come, nor

height, nor depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able toſe-

parate themfrom the love ofGod, which is in Chrift Jefus

our Lord. Rom. viii. 33-39.

What a diftreffing confideration muft it be to fuch

who have once experienced the joy and peace of believ-

ing, ifthey had greater reafon to fear a total apoilacy

from this happy ftate, than to hope for perfeverance in

it ? And fuch must be their cafe, if their hope were

not built upon this fure foundation. For if their ftabi-

lity depended upon any thing in themfelves, upen their

good purposes, promiſes, or defigns of a religious life,

how many thouſand dangers would there be in the way!

What a dreadful hazard would there be, that by the

ftrength oftheir own corruptions, the fubtle and pow-

erful temptations of Satan, the vanities of the world,

the allurements of wicked men, or a gradual decay of

their graces, they ſhould draw back unto perdition ?

But on the contrary, what inexpreffible comfort.muft

it be to them, to confider, that the prefent influences of

the fpirit ofgrace which they experience in their owa

fouls, are the pledge and earnest of their perfeverance

in grace, and of their eternal reward ! And this is the

neceffary confequence of the doctrine I have been infift-

ing upon. For he that has manifefted his love to any

ofus by giving us fanctifying grace, has loved us with

an everlafting loue ; and will certainly love us to the

end. Could fuch therefore but keep a juft view ofthis

comfortable doctrine before them, how would it fill

their fouls with even raptures of admiration and praiſe
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ofthe eternal diſtinguiſhing love of God ! How would

it quicken and invigorate them in their fpiritual race,

when they have fuch a clear profpect ofthe glorious

prize before them ? How would it ftrengthen them in

all the rough encounters they may meet with, when

they confider what a glorious Captain they fight under,

and what affurance they have of victory in the conslu-

fion ? How would it endear the Lord Jefus Chrift to

them, in whom they are chofen to eternal life ! How

would it fill them with love to God and his fervice,

when they confider him as a kind indulgent Father ;

and themfelves, the' moft unworthy, as adopted heirs

ofthe eternal inheritance ! How would it fill them with

a perpetual abhorrence of every fin, as vile ingratitude

to fuch a bountiful benefactor ! How would it fweeten

evendeath itſelf, when they confider it as an entrance

into thejoy of their Lord ! And how would it prove

conftant fource of peace and contentment in all their

trials ; betheir Songinthe house of theirpilgrimage ; and

make the ways of wiſdom appear indeed ways ofplea-

fantnefs ; and allher paths peace !

USE III. This doctrine may be improved by way of

moſt earneſt exhortation to every one, to give all dili-

genceto make his calling and election fure ; according to

that 2 Pet. i. 10. It is certainly attainable in this life,

to make fure to ourſelves, that we were chofen in Chrift

before the foundation of the world; otherwife it would not

be urged upon us by the apoſtle, as our duty and inte-

reft . And if attainable, how juftly does it challenge

our utmost care, concern and application ! We are care-

ful to fecure a good title to our houfes and lands ; and

are uneafy, while we think our title precarious. But it

is of infinitely greater importance to ſee to it, that our

foundation for eternity is well laid. And I venture to

fay, I am perfuaded that there is no individual perfon a-

mong us but may, if he be not really wanting to him-

felf, make it certain to him, that his name was, from

eternity, enrolled in the book oflife. Though it be true,

that thisis not in fact the cafe of every one, as I have
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proved before ; yet it is alſo true, that it in reality is

the cafe of all fuch who, with the utmost care, watch-

fulneſs, and diligence, and with a humbling fenſe of

their own unworthiness, are conftantly found at the

footstool of divine grace, feeking for an intereft in

Chrift, and the gracious influences of the bleffed ſpirit ;

and that carneftly and conftantly, with a humble de-

pendence on the grace of God, endeavor after all holy

converfation and godlinefs. They who neglect this

have dark fymptoms upon them, and have no grounds

to conclude their election of God. Though we cannot

claim either grace or glory on account of what we do or

cando; yet if we perfevere in the way defcribed , God

has encouraged us to expect that he will, and therefore

we may hope that he certainly will for his own fake,

not for ours, glorify his free grace in our fanctification

and falvation. He has not faid to the houfe of Jacob, Seek

yeme in vain. Ifweare fedfafi, immoveable, always a-

bounding in the work of the Lord, our laborfhall not be in

vain in the Lord. They whoare not elected will not in-

deed ever come to do this, and fo will certainly periſh.

But then the immediate cauſe and moral reafon of this is

whollyin themfelves. They neglect the greatfalvation ;

they refift and quench the holy Spirit ; they will not frame

their doings to turn to the Lord : Thus they are wanting

to themfelves, and they will perish through their own

fault.

There is fomething therefore before us ofmuch great-

ter importance than over-curious enquiries, abftract fpe-

culations, & diftracting debates about the decrees ofGod,

It is a vaftly greater concern to get fome folid evidence

ofour intereft in God's electing love. O why are we not

thenin earnest in an affairoffuch everlaftingconfequence?

Whydo not this exercife our thoughts and care more

than every thing elfe ? Why do not it lie down and

rife with us, and accompany us in the whole conduct of

our lives ? Can we reft contented in a dreadful uncer-

tainty, whether we are like to be faved ordamned to

all eternity? Can we be contented while we have no
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groundsto conclude, that we must not spend a doleful

eternity in weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth,

under the intolerable agonies of infinite vengeancer-

Let us then up and be doing, and we may hope the

Lord will be with us. There is no need to fearch into

the archieves of eternity to know our ſtate. There is

no need to fay in our hearts, Whoshall afcend into hea-

ven to bring us an account from thence , or who shall de-

fcend into thedeep to bring up one from thence ? The evi-

dence is nigh us, even in our own hearts and lives,

conformed to the word of Chriſt, and if we do but fol-

low theſe two directions we cannot fail ofobtaining it.

1. Let us make our calling fure, and that will make

our election fure. Whom he predeftinated . them he alfo

called. If we are effectually called, it is an evidence

for us that we are alſo predeſtinated . If we make this

fure, the other will be equally certain.

Let us then ftrive to make ſure to ourſelves the fince-

rity of our repentance towards God. That we have feen

the evil of fin, have ſeen our finfulneſs by nature and

practice, and abhorred ourſelves in our own eyes ; have

heartily mourned for, hated and forfaken our fins with-

out reſerve, and turned from them to God ; that we in-

dulge no finful way, either of heart or converfation,

either ofomiffion or commiffion ; but watch and pray

against them all, and are burdened with, and long for

deliverance from all our remaining imperfections. Let

this be fure, and our election is alfo fure. For God lias

promiſed, and therefore he has decreed, that he who

repents and is converted, fhall have his fins blotted out, a-

gainst the times of refreſhingſhall comefrom the preſence of

the Lord.

*

Let us make fure of a lively faith in the Lord Jelus

Chrift, and we may be fure of our election, As many

as were ordained unto eternal life believed. Acts xiii. 48.

-Let usthen get good evidences that we have renounc-

ed all confidence in the flesh ; that we have come, wretch-

ed andmiferable, and poor, and blind, and naked to Chrift ;

that we have heartily received him upon his own terms ;

F
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that we are looking unto Jefus as our righteousness and

ftrength ; that we depend upon him only as the author of

our eternal falvation, and we ſhall thereby have good e-

vidence, that we were ordained to eternal life.

Let us make fure of a true love to God, and we fhall

thereby make fure to ourſelves that he hath eternally

loved us. For we love him because he firft loved us. 1 John

iv. 19.-
If we can make it evident to ourſelves, that

wehave chofen an intereft in God's favor above all the

world that we delight in a conformity to his imitable

perfections ; that we delight in his ordinances, prize

communion with him, and love his people ; this makes

our calling and fo our election fure.

2. Let us make fure to ourſelves, that we maintain

an habitual courſe of holineſs in heart and life ; and this

alfo will be a good evidence for us, that we were eter-

nally chofen of God to be heirs of everlasting falvation.

If we are chofen tofalvation, it is throughfanctification of

thefpirit, as I have particularly fhewn already. It con-

cerns us, therefore, to make it fure to ourſelves, that

we maintain a ſtrict watch over our hearts and lives,

exercising ourſelves unto godliness, ſtriving againſtſin, and

laboring to perfect holiness in the fear of God ; that we

are confcientiouſly careful to be found walking in all the

commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless ; that

our affections are placed upon things above ; that we

have ourconverſation in heaven ; ' and that we are dili-

gently endeavoring to maintain a life of piety towards

God, and righteoufnefs towards men. And in this way,

though many difallowed imperfections will accompany

our higheſt attainments, we may be affured, that He who

has given us his own Son, and in him given us grace to

ferve him, will with him alfo freely give us all things. For

of him, and through him, and to him, are all things ; To

whom be gloryfor ever. AMEN.



DISCOURSE

ON

ORIGINAL SIN.

ROMANS V. 12.

Wherefore, as by one man fin entered into the world, and

death by fin ; andfo death paffed upon all men, for that

all havefinned.

has been an ancient obfervation with refpect to o-

Iriginal fin , that there is nothing more familiarly

Theknown-nothing harder to be fully understood.

being ofit, with its dreadful confequences, is but too e-

vident to all the world. The manner how we came

under the pollution and guilt of it, is more difficult to

be rightly conceived. Many flrong prejudices have

therefore arifen in mens minds against it. Our natural

pride and haughtinefs is hardly brought to floop tofuch

a humbling and abafing confideration . And there are

fome apparent difficulties in the doctrine, which make

fome menimagine it inconfiftent with the divine perfec-

tions, and therefore unworthy to be received or taught.

But whateveroppofition this may meet with from thefe

or other like reafons, it is clearly and fully revealed in

the fcriptures ; and it is therefore certain , that the ob-

jections against it cannot be juft , how plaufible foever

they mayappear. As the whole tenor of the Bible e-

very where confiders, directs and treats us as apoftate
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finful creatures, fo the nature, manner and confequences

of our apoftacy, are particularly deſcribed in fundry paf-

fages both of the OldandNew Teftament ; but perhaps

in none more fully, than in the words before us , with

the following context. In thefe words we may note,

1. The apoftle's defign in introducing them in this

place, reprefented by the illative word, wherefore. That

we may have a clearer view of this, we must recur to

the foregoing verfes of the chapter, where our being

juftified by Chrift's blood, our being reconciled to God by the

death of his Son, and our receiving the atonement by him,

are particularly celebrated. That this doctrine of our

juftification by the merits of Chrift's death might not

be matter of prejudice, it is here illuftrated and ex-

plained byanother doctrine more wonderful, which was

notwithstanding always received foran undoubted truth.

Wherefore, as it is on all hands allowed, that by the im-

putation of Adam's fin we are all become finful and

guilty before God, it cannot be thought ſtrange, that

by the imputation of Chrift's righteouſneſs we ſhould

be juftified in his fight. If it be allowed to be juft in

God, to impute the guilt of our first parents fin to us,

it may much more cafily be fuppofed, that God may

from the riches of his grace impute the merits of

Chrift's death to believers, without any appearance of

injustice. For if through the offence of one many be dead,

much more the grace ofGod and the gift bygrace, which is

by one man, Jefus Chrift, hath abounded unto many.

is plainly the fcope of the apoftle's argument in this

context. From whence it appears, that the words of

our text are not only to be allowed for a truth not

controverted ; but for a truth generally received in the

apoftolic times, in that they were here improved by

the apostle, as a medium to illuftrate and evince ano-

ther doctrine by. As it cannot be juſt arguing, to bring

any thing for a medium to prove another by, unleſs it

be more clear in itfelf, or at leaft more known and

generally received ; it is therefore neceflary, that the

doctrine ofthe imputation of Adam's fin to his poſlerity

This
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was known and generally received by thofe to whom

the apostle wrote ; for it is not more clear in itſelf,

than the imputation of Chrift's righteoufnefs to believ

ers ; but more difficult to conceive of. That being a dif-

play ofjustice, this of goodnefs and mercy ; that an im-

putation of fin and guilt, this of merits and benefits.

In that God acts as a judge, whofe conduct muſt be

equal and right according to the rules ofjuftice ; in this

as a gracious benefactor, who may be as good as he

pleaſes. It being therefore neceffary, that this was a

known and received truth, it alfo appears, that we are

not mistaken in fuppofing this doctrine taught in the

Old Teſtament ; for from thence they muſt have learn-

ed it, unless they were particularly inftructed in it by

the inſpired teachers of thofe times : And if this was

the cafe, it must have been an ancient doctrine, though

now more clearly revealed.
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dam's natural progeny whom he reprefented, were

without exception chargeable with his fin and guilt, fo

all Chrift's fpiritual pofterity whom he reprefented,

are alfo without exception, partakers of righteouſneſs

untojuflification oflife. The term ALL muft therefore

be underſtood in our text to be of univerſal extent, as

including every individual perfon, that proceeds from

Adam by ordinary generation. Our Lord Jefus Chrift,

indeed, though truly and really man, is not included in

this number ; becauſe he was not a defcendant from

Adem in a way of nature ; though none of Adam's na-

tural defcendants are exempted. It is further obferva-

ble, that fin and death are here reprefented, as being

by the fame means of equal extent, by the fame univer-

fal particle. Death paſſed upon ALL men, for that ALL

havefinned. As natural death therefore is , without dif-

tinction the common lot of all mankind, it being ap-

pointed for all men once to die, fo the fin and guilt of

Adam's natural pofterity are as univerfal as their mor-

tality. I might add, that it would be no ways favorable

to the cauſe of our adverfaries, if this particle ALL were

taken in a more limited and reftrained fenfe ; for if it

be juſt and equal in God to impute Adam's fin , with its

confequences, to any of his pofterity, it is for the fame

reafon juft and equal to impute his fin to ALL without

diftinction. He was as much the general head and re-

prefentative of one as another. And what ferves fur-

ther to illuftrate this matter is, that the words of the

⚫ text now under confideration fhould not be rendered as

in our tranflation, for that all have finned ; but, in him

all have finned; and fo are they accordingly rendered

in feveral latin verfions ; and fo are they corrected in

the margin of our English bibles. From whence it is

apparently manifeft, that if all finned in him, all that

were in him, as their original ftock, and.al that natu-

rally defcended from him, have this fin imputed to

them .

There is indeed another ſenſe put upon the words
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under confideration, by a modern author, who being

loath toleave fo clear a text in its full force against his

opinion, has contrived this evaſion ; That by fin is here

to be understood mortality, the caufe being put for the

effect ; and that the apostle muft intend no more bythe

words before us, than that all men are become mortal

by Adam's apoftacy, but this conftruction not only sp-

pears inconfiftent with the whole fcope of the apostle's

argument in this context ; but it reprefents him as

fpeaking incongruoufly and impertinently. If this be

the meaning of our text, it fhould be thus underſtood :

By one man mortality entered into the world, and death by

mortality ; and so death paffed upon all men, for in him

all are become mortal. And ifby fia isto be understood

mortality, it muſt be fuppofed to have the fame meaning

in the fubfequent verſes, for there can be no reaſon why

the apostle fhould annex new ideas to the fame term ,

in the fame continued difcourfe, without giving his

readers any notice of it; and confequently he

muft in them alfo be chargeable with the greateft

impropriety. Upon that fuppofal, we fhall underſtand

the following context in this manner,

--

Until the law mortality was in the world ; but mortality

was not imputed when there was no law.
Verſe 13.-

Death reignedfrom Adam to Mofes, even over them that had

not been mortal, after the fimilitude of Adam's mortality.

Verfe 14-But not as the mortality, fo alfo is the free gift;

for if throughthe mortality ofone many be dead, &c. Verfe

15.-The like impertinency would be found throughout

the chapter, the mere reprefentation whereof is a fuffi-

cient refutation of this triffing conſtruction.

The words are in themselves moft plain and familiar ;

and fully repreſent us all as being under the imputation

of original fin. There is no other difficulty to under-

ftand them, but men's unwillingness to believe them.

* Chubb.

NOTES .

Vid. Dr. Wigglefworth on the Imputation ofAdam's Sin
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3. The words reprefent to us the deadly confequences

ofour apoftate finful ſtate. And death byfin ; andfo death

palled upon all men. Death, we fee has the fame uni-

verfal extent with original fin, and has paffed upon all

the natural offspring of Adam. And if we underſtand

thefe words to refer only to natural death, the expe-

rience of all the world has put the truth ofthem out

of doubt. But it appears manifeft, that the apoftle ufed

the word death in its largeft extent, to imply fpiritual,

as well as natural death. For it is confidered as the

fruit, confequence and wages offin. It is that death

which came by fin. It hath palled upon all; for inhim

all havefinned. And I think, every one will allow,

that the law of God hath annexed a greater penalty up-

on fin, than merely a natural death ; and confequently,

that there is more implied in the death under confider-

ation. Besides , death is here confidered as being all the

miferable fruit of fin from which Chrift came toredeem

us; and must therefore imply a greater evil than mor-

tality. Our Lord Jefus Chrift is reprefented through-

out this chapter, as delivering us from the fad effects of

our first parent's apoftacy. And if we would know

what they are, we may recur to the firft covenant be-

tween God and Adam, where we find nothing worfe

threatened upon the violation of that covenant, and con-

fequently nothing worfe has been inflicted than death.

That death, therefore, with which Adam was threat-

ended in the first covenant, was all the mifery confe-

quent upon his fall ; and all the occafion of Chrift's un-

dertaking our redemption ; and muft confequently im-

ply more in it than natural death. And whatever was

included in the threatening, from which Adam was re-

deemed by the promiled feed of the woman, is includ-

ed in the word death in the text ; for it is of that the

apoftle fpeaks. It is that death which has paffed upon

all men; for in him all have finned. The apoftle accor-

dingly reprefents the grace ofGod, and the gift by grace,

by one man, Jefus Chrift, and the grace which reigns

through righteousness, unto eternal life, by Jefus Chrift our
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Lord, as our redemption and recovery from this death,

which is through the offence of one and is the confequence

of his fin reigning in the world. (In the 15 , 17 , and 21

verfes in this chapter.) This death muft therefore im-

ply, that our finful nature and finful actions which

How from it, our state of condemnation, and expoſed-

nefs to eternal mifery, are the fruits of Adam's fin,

as well as natural death ; for from all thefe Chrift came

to redeem us. I might alſo add , that this death implies.

in it our condemnation, as the apoftle himſelf affures us,

in the 16th and 18th verfes of this chapter ; and confe-

quently muft fignify fpiritual, as well as natural death .

I think it is a clear cafe, that if by the offence of one,

judgment is come upon all men unto condemnation, as the

apoftle afferts , there have worse effects of that offence

come upon all men, than merely,a ftate of mortality.

We cannot be in a ſtate of condemnation, unless we

are fpiritually dead .

4. our text fets before us the occafion of the univer-

fal fin, guilt, and nifery of the world of mankind. By

one manfin entered into the world. It is allowed by eve-

ry body, that Adam is the one man here intended ; and

that it was by him, that fin entered into the world, and

death byfin. If it be enquired, how Eve comes to be ex-

cepted from having a hand in propagating this conta-

gion to her miferable pofterity, when he was first in

the tranfgreffon: Lanfwer, that it is probable that the may

not be excepted, but included, in theſe words ofthe

apoftle. She may be confidered as belonging to Adam ;

and being as it were a part of him. The term man

maybe a collective term, including both male and female

according to that, Gen. i . 26. Let us make man in our

image, after our likeness ; and let them have dominion,

& c . The like phrafeology is frequently found in

fcripture. But if otherwife, we muſt fuppofe, that as

the covenant was made with Adam perfonally, though

Eve was included in the prohibition ; yet , fhe was not,

as Adam was, confidered in the covenant, to be the

head and reprefentative of a future poſterity.
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The greateſt difficulty in thefe words before us, is to

underſtand in what fenfe fin and death entered into the

world, by this one man. In aufwer to which, it has

been the common received doctrine in the Church of

Chrift, that as Adam was the natural, he was likewife

conftituted the moral head and reprefentative of all man-

kind ; and that the firft covenant with its fanctions,

was made with him in that capacity and relation . He

was therefore to fland or fall , not only for himſelf, but

for all his pofterity. Had he obeyed that fingle and

eafy precept given for his probation, he and all his pro-

geny had been eſtabliſhed in a ftate of life and happi-

nels. But his difobedience to ſuch an eafy and reaſon-

able command incurred the penalty threatened , both to

himſelf and to all whom he reprefented. That Adam

is thus confidered by the apoftle in fuch a public capa-

city, as reprefenting and acting for all his pofterity, ap-

pears manifeft from the whole fcope of this context, in

which he is every where compared to Chrift ; and the

parallel run between them ; and in which fin and death

are reprefented as brought upon the world by Adam, in

the fame manner as the free gift of juftification and life,

are procured for us by the Lord Jefus Chrift.
For as

by one man's disobedience many were made finners, ſo by

the obedience of one ſhall many be made righteous, verſe 19.

To the like purpoſe alfo are the 15th , 18th, and 21ft

verfes. Now as it is confeffed on all hands, that the

Lord Jefus Chrift reprefented us and acted for us in

his work of redemption, fo it feems neceffary to allow ,

in order to make the apoftle's difcourfe pertinent and

intelligible, that Adam is here confidered, as repreſent-

ing us and acting for us in his firft tranfgreffion. In

what else can the parity between his offence and Chriſt's

righteouſneſs confift ; but in their being both public

perfons and repreſentatives of others? Agreeable to this,

the apoftle in 1 Cor. xv. 47. ſpeaks of Adam as the first

man, and Chrift as the fecond ; as if there never had

been any more than thofe two men in the world. But

in what refpect can we poffibly imagine theſe two to
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include and comprehend the reft of mankind, unleſs

they be confidered as public heads and reprefentatives

ofthem ?

It is certainly moſt clearly evident from this text , that

we are fome way or other become finners by Adam's

disobedience. And can this poffibly be, but either

merely by our deſcent from him in a way ofgeneration ;

or by our being in him as our public head and repre-

fentative. It cannot be true, that in the former fenfe

we any more finned in Adam, than in our immediate

parents and in each individual perfon of our progeni-

tors ; andtherefore in that fenſe it cannot be true , that

by one man fin entered into the world, and death by fin.

For if fin and death are derived to us merely in a way

of a natural generation, they entered into the world not

by one man only, but by more than ten thouſand men.

It must therefore neceffarily follow, that fin entered in-

to the world by this one man, as the legal head and re-

prefentative of his whole race ; and that what he did

in that character was done for them all, as well as for

himfelf.

Having thus taken a general view of theſe words,

and explained their meaning, I fhall now endeavor a

more diftinct confideration of them under the following

propofitions ; which by the foregoing explication appear

manifeftly contained in them.

1. That the whole world of mankind are by nature

in a ftate of fin and guilt.

2. That this ftate of fin and guilt, which we are na-

turally in, is the fruit of Adam's apoftacy.

3. That we are by virtue of this fin and guilt juftly

liable to death, temporal, fpiritual , and eternal .

PROP . I. The whole world ofmankind are by naturein a

ftate offin andguilt.

That I may fomething illuftrate this propofition, I

fhall endeavor to confider diftinétly, what is the for-

mal nature of this original fin ; and fhew by the way,

how we come to be guilty by it. Then I fhall proceed

to fhew, how this appears to be the cafe of all the

world ofmankind,
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1

1. I am to confider what is the formal nature ofthis

original fin, andſhew by the way, how we come to be guil

ty by it. In order to which, I fhall briefly obferve,

that this fin confifts in a privation of our original righ-

teoufnefs; and in the corruption and pollution of our

whole nature, wereby we have a native enmity to God

and that which is good ; and a ftrong and powerful

propenfity to the ways of wickedness and impiety .

In the first place, I am to confider this fin as being a

privation of original righteoufnefs. We were, in our

firft parents, created in the image ofGod. Gen. i. 26.—

But alas ; the crown is fallen from our heads. We have

finned, and come fhort of the glory ofGod. Rom. iii . 23.

-Our firſt parents were endued with fuperior degrees

of knowledge, whereby they were capable of under-

ſtandingſo much of God, of themſelves, and ofthe cre-

ation, as could contribute to their happineſs in their pa-

radife-ftate. But how are the noble powers of our

fouls weakened and darkened by our apoflacy ! How

are we alienatedfrom the life of God, through the ignorance

that is in us, becauſe of the blindness of our hearts ! Our

first parents were created in a ſtate of righteouſneſs and

true holiness. All their powers and faculties, all their

affections and difpofitions, had a natural promptitude

to the love, fervice, and enjoyment of God ; and to a

life of benevolence and beneficence to one another.

They had no finful affections, no turbulent paffions or

fenfual defires, naturally, hurrying them away from God

and godliness: But their whole fouls and bodies were

adapted to a ready obedience to the whole will of God.

Thefe were not, it is true, immutable in their nature ;

nor incapable of wrong impreffions from the craft of a

fuitable temper : For fad experience has taught us,

that though God made man upright, he is fallen from

his integrity; and how great is his fall ! Howlament.

able is the fate of his wretched progeny, who have

loft this rectitude, who have all the faculties both of

their fouls and bodies depraved and vitiated ; and who

naturally have every imagination of the thoughts of their

f
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hearts only evil ; and that continually ! Our firft parents

were created with a power of perfevering in this flate

of righteoufnefs and holinefs. They were capable of a

continued dependance upon the fountain of their being

and of their ſtability , who would never have deferted

them, while they had continued to truſt him. They

were therefore capable of withstanding the strongest

temptations ; and of triumphing over the ſtrongeſt ef-

forts of hell itself ; and confequently of continuing in

a perpetual fate of holiness and happinefs. Their

yielding to the temptation, was not from a defect of

powerto refift ; but from want of dependance upon

him, in whom was their ftrength and fufficiency : and

from an inadvertent hearkening to the crafty ſeducer.

But how is the fcene now changed ! How impotent

are we now become! How does every good thought

even die in the thinking; and every good difpofition

naturally languifh and decay ! How are we an caly

prey to every temptation ; and continually betrayed by

our own lufts to the enemy, that lies in wait to deſtroy

us ! That even a fanctified perſon could not perſevere

in holiness, unleſs he werekeptby thepower ofGod through

faith untofalvation. Thus we are all gone afide, we are

altogether become filthy, there is none that doth good ; no not

one. We are all like sheep gone astray, we have turned

every one to his own way. Such is our pravity, ſuch our

impotency by the fall, that we cannot fo much as ac-

cept ofthe remedy, that is in infinite mercy provided,

without fupernatural influences inclining and enabling

us to do it. No man can come unto the Son except the Fa-

ther draw him. John vi. 44.

This lofs of the image ofGod in which we were cre-

ated, this privation of our original rectitude, and de-

pravation ofall the powers of our fouls and bodies , is

not onlyour mifery butour guilt. For, ifthere be guilt

in defacing, and in a great meaſure deftroying, the beſt

piece of God's workmanship in the whole lower crea-

tion; if therebe guilt in fubverting the great ends of

our being, and in rendering ourſelves incapable o

G
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fwerthem ; if there be guilt in debafing ourſelves from

our original dignity, from the immediate ſervice ofGod

and fellowship with him, to a ftate more low and vile

than the beafts that perifh, this privative part of origi

nal fin renders us all guilty in the fight of God.

I am further to confider that this original fin conſiſts

in a general corruption and pollution ofour natures where-

bywe have a natural enmity to God and to that which is

good; and a ftrong and poweriul propenfity to the

ways of wickednefs and impiety. That this is now

the condition of all men by nature, is moft evident both

from fcripture and experience ; and that this is derived

to us from Adam, I fhall endeavor to make evident.

No man that will view the circumftances of an apof-

tate world, and confider the ſtate of his own foul, can

find room to doubt the univerfal influence of this conta-

gion. If we look into our underſtandings, what dark-

nels covers them ! What ignorance of God, and the

things of God, is feen, not only in the heathen world,

where ftocks and ſtones and inanimate things are wor-

fhipped as the author of their being and happineſs ; but

even in the moſt enlightened part of the world, where

the natural man receiveth not thethings oftheSpirit ofGod!

but they are fooliſhneſs unto him ; what error and miſtake

are we liable to, while many perifh by believing ftrong

delufions, many grope in the dark, not knowing in

what way to walk ; and all are liable to error, while

cloathed withmortality ! What folly and madneſs are in

the hearts of men, that they will by no means be per-

fuaded to confider the things of their peace, and to con-

fult and purfue their beft intereft ; until their under-

Standings are enlightened by the powerful influences of

divine grace ! If we look into our wills, what op pofi

tion do we find there, to the love, fear and fervice of

God ? How do all men naturally chufe the fervice of fin

and fatan, and the vanities of time and ſenſe, before the

favor of God, and eternal happinefs ! How obstinate,

how refractory are they in their finful gratifications ;

notwithſtanding all the terrors and dangers of which
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they have fuch a dreadful profpect ! If we confider our

affections and appetites, how irregular, how vile do

they appear to be ! How little is God in the thoughts

of carnal men ! How farhe is from being the object of

their defire or delight ! How difagreeable are all the

perfections of his nature to their minds ! How are the

ways of godliness their averfation, that they cannot by

any motives be prevailed with, to walk in them ! How

are their hearts glued to thefe perifhing fhadows !

Whatbafe and fordid lufts do they gratify at all adven-

tures ! How impetuoufly do their appetites hurry them

on in thofe purſuits, which they cannot but know tobe

repugnant to all their moſt valuable interefts, both in

this worldand that to come ! Ifwe confiderour paffions,

how violent, inordinate, and ungovernable will they

appear ; how hard to be tamed, regulated, and kept

under proper reftraint ! How do they often drive us

like a hurricane, againſt all the dictates of reafon ; and

indeed againſt all our powers of oppofition !-Again, if

weconfider our imaginations, how vain are their objects !

How reſtlefs are they in their operations ! How frifking,

roving, and wandering from one vanity to another !

How impertinently and unfeafonably do they interrupt

and hinder us, from any ferious application to our more

important concerns ! Howready are theyto run aftray,

after forbidden objects ! How ready to receive finful

impreffions ; and even to fet the whole foul on fire with

their wicked fuggeſtions !—In a word, whatever facul-

ty of the foul comes into view, it appears to be alto-

gether pollution and defilement . The carnalmindis en-

mity against God; for it is notfubject tothe law of God; nor

indeed can be. They that arein theflesh, cannot pleaſe God.

Rom . viii. 7, 8.-The heart is deceitful above all things,

and defperately wicked ; who can know it ? Jer. xvii . 9.

And this pollution does not only extend to our minds;

but the members ofour bodies too are all become inftru-

ments ofunrighteoufnefs unto fin. The body isnot only

many ways a clogg and hindrance to the foul, from

making any progrefs in its fpiritual concerns : but the
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bodily fenfes are the inlets to multitudes of thofe finfuk

diforders, with which the foul is defiled. So that the

whole man is corrupted, and we want to be fan&tified

wholly, in ourwholeſpirit, andfoul, and body. For weare

all as an unclean thing ; and our iniquities, as the wind,

have taken us away. lfa. lxiv. 6.

Now, that this ftate of pollution is a ftate of guilt, is

manifeft ; becauſe it is a confiant violation of the law

of nature. God made man upright ; and had therefore a

juft claim upon him, of a fincere intire and univerfal o-

bedience. God had a juft demand of his heart and af-

fections, of his fear, love complacency, and delight ; as

wellas of an external conformity to the duties ofnatu

ral religion. If therefore instead of loving God, our

hearts are full ofenmity against him ; and oppofition to

his holiness and other perfections of his nature : If in-

flead of choofing God for our portion, we prefer the

world and our lufts before him : If instead of fpiritual

and heavenly affections, our hearts are full of vanityand

fenfuality : If instead of the religious exercises which.

nature itselfteaches, theſe things are fuch a burden, as

to be either wholly neglected, or hypocritically per-

formed : Ifinstead of that obedience, which is due from

a creature to his Creator, weare ſerving divers lufts and

pleaſures : It is from hence moſt evident, that we are

all become guilty before God. And that in alltheſe in-

fances I have been drawing the character of every un-

fanctified perfon, appears evident from what has been

faid above. It is an impertinent plea, to fay, that this

depravity of our nature is what we cannot help ; and

therefore what cannot be our fault. For certainly there

is a fault fomewhere, that we are thus eftranged from

God and godliness, and thus in love with fin and vanity.

None dare be fo hardy as to impute this fault to a juft

and holy God ; it muſt therefore lie at their own door ;

and we mustbe guilty, whatever are mens imaginations

about it.

But this I fhall have occafion to confider more partie

cularly, under another head.
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2. I am to confider the evidence of this propofition

and to fhew how it appears, that all mankind are natu-

rally in a ſtate of fin and guilt. And here,

1. I think this is most evident fromthe experience of

all the world. We fee in fact, that this certainly is our

cafe; and to debate it, is even to difpute against our

fenfes, and againſt the cleareſt obfervations that we are

capable of in any cafe whatſoever. Does not every bo-

dy fee, that in our firft actions there is no appearance

at all of love to God or holinefs ; no fpiritual affection,

no promptitude or towardlinefs to any thing that is mo-

rally good ; nor any thing of this nature to be introduc-

ed, but by great care, pains, and culture, all which

meets with ftrongeft oppofition from a contrary bias.

What then is become of the image of God, in which

we were at firſt created ? Is it not most evident , that

this is not only defaced ; but utterly loft in our fouls ?

Ifwe ftill extend our view further, that pollution of all

our powers and faculties, which I have defcribed, is a

fact every where experienced and obferved. What is

the first propenfity of our children, if they are fuffered

to follow their own inclinations without reſtraint ? What

courſes do undifciplined youth chooſe and purfue ? How

docs their enmity to God, and their delight in fin and

fenfualityappear with a witnefs, if the reins are thrown

on their necks, and they are fet loofe in the world,

without education and government ? By this we fee

their natural difpofition ; for that they follow . And

there is no room to diſpute what the fountain is, from

whence thele ftreams fo naturally flow. The deep root

that theſe finful difpofitions have taken in our fouls,

is obvious, from the impoffibility of eradicating them,

without the omnipotent agency of divine grace. We

every day fee men go on in finful courfes, againſt all

their valuable intereſts temporal and eternal, against the

light of their own confciences ; and even againſt fre-

quent apprehenfions ofeternal damnation.. Wefrequent-

ly fee them wearing of all convictions, breaking

through all purpofes and promifes of reformation, and}
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venturing upon the thick boffes of God's buckler; though

they cannot but know when they at all confider, that it

is for their lives. And how ftrong and impetuous muſt

thofe lufts be, that the fear of eternal damnation will not

mortify and reſtrain ! If it be objected , that I am here

onlydefcribing the cafe ofthe most profligate and aban-

doned part of mankind : I may demands How came

they to be thus profligate and abandoned, how came

they by thefe corrupt and finful inclinations, if their

natures are not polluted and defiled ? But I may even

appeal to the experience of the moſt virtuous and reli-

gious of the children of men, whether they do not find

a continued ftruggle with the fame finful affections and

appetites, that are fo vifible in the lives of the more

careleſs and fecure : Whether they are not forced to.

maintain a continual warfare with their lufts, ifthey

would live a religious life. And whence is it that the

flesh lufteth against thefpirit ; and the fpirit against the

Jefh ; but from the remainders of thofe corruptions,,

that reign in the unfanctified ? From thence it was,

that the apostle himfelf found cauſe to groan under this :

burthen ; and to exclaim, as in Rom. vii . 24. O wretch-

ed man that I am ! who fhall deliver me from the body of

this death!

I might further argue from our conftant experience.

of the dreadful effects of original fin, upon the whole.

world of mankind. What a vast variety of miferies and

calamities do we fee every where obtain in the world!:

And what meaneth the heat ofthis anger; and what is the

fource of this affliction and woe? Whence is it, that we

are thus born to trouble, as thefparks fly upwards ? Surely

God would not delight to punifh an innocent creature !;

and to make him thus miferable. If it be pretended,.

that this is the fruit of our actual fin, I enquire, how

infants that have never been guilty of actual fin, came.

by their fhare in the common calamity ? We ſee that

fickness and death invades themas well as others. And .

if death be the wages offin, as the fcriptures affure us it

is, they would not be liable to puniſhment, iffree from,
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Anand guilt. Hence, ifwehad no other evidence than

our own experience, we might plainly diſcover, that

we are naturally dead in trefpaffes and fins, acording to

Eph. ii. 1. But,.

2. This alfo appears evident from the redemption of

Chrift. What can make the mifery ofour natural ſtate

more evident, than the infinite price expended for our

recovery out of it ? Did the glorious God contrive this

wonderful method of falvation for us, when there was

no neceffity for it ? Did the Lord Jefus Chrift fhed his.

own blood for a ranfom of innocent creatures? Or was

it not becauſe that we were without firength, that Chrift

died for the ungodly? May we not thus judge, that if

Chrift diedfor all then are all dead? As in 2 Cor. v. 14.

Was not Chrift's precious blood fhed as a ranſom for

fin ; and were not they therefore finners for whom the

Fanfom was paid ? Was not the Lord Jefus Chriſt made

a curfe for us ; and doth not that evidence that we are

all under the curfe ofthe broken law ? Was not the

end of his death as a propitiation and atonement to free

us from condemnation ; and doth not it therefore fol-

low, as he himſelf hath told us, that we are condemned

already, while we do not believe on the only begotten Son of

God; and that we are by nature the children ofwrath ?

In a word, Chrift gave himſelf a ranfom for all, either

asinnocent orguilty creatures. The former can hardly

be fuppofed; there was no need to purchaſe pardon at

fo dear a rate for thofe that did not want it. Whence it

follows, that we are fallen guilty creatures, in that we

are redeemed by the blood of God.

Ifit be pretended, as forme have pretended, That Chrift

same not into the world to redeem us from afallen ſtate ;

but to give us a new. edition ofthe law of nature, very much

effaced and worn out of the minds ofmen ; to propoſe caſi-

er terms offalvation to mankind than perfect obedience ;

and to confirm the truth of his doctrine, by fealing it with..

his blood :

Ianlwer, This pretence is as dire&ly.contrary tothe

fcripture account ofthis matter as can poffibly be con
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ceived. We are there taught, that he was fetforth tobe

a propitiation for fin, that he was deliveredfor our offences,

that he diedforthe ungodly, that hegave himfelfupfor our

fins, that he was made finfor us, who knew no fin, that he

appeared toput away finby the facrifice ofhimself, that he

alfo once fufferedforfins, the juftfor the unjust ; and the

like. Now can any man read fuch texts as thefe, and

deny that we are in a state of fin and guilt, and that

Chrift came to redeem us from that ftate with his own

blood ? If this may be juſtly denied, it is impoffible to

underſtand any thing bythe ſtrongeſt and plaineſt ex-

preffions that can be ufed. But fuppofe this imagina-

tion were not contradicted by the fcriptures, might we

not enquire of fuch objectors, what need there can be

ofa new edition ofthe law of nature, if we are not fal-

len creatures ! If we had retained our original integri-

ty, we ſhould certainly have light enough to know our

duty. It cannot be fuppofed, that God made us at firft

ignorant of, and incapable to answer the end of our be-

ing. And if we had this capacity at our firft creation,

we ſtill retain it, unlefs we are fallen from our originak

rectitude, and have loft thofe powers with which we

were created. Neither time nor custom could obliterate

fuch powers of nature, and make the world ignorant,

without fpecial revelation, of the very first principles

offaith and practice. But it is pretended that we wanted.

eafier terms of acceptance with God, and that the great

Redeemer came into the world and thed his precious

blood to procure them. I would here again reply, What

need can there be of eafter terms ofacceptance ? God was

not a hard mafter, to require impoffible or unreasonable

terms of his favor. He certainly at first gave us pow-

ers equal to the obedience he required of us. And we

muft ftillretain the famecapacity, unless wehaveloft itby

our apoftacy from God. If obedience to the law of na-

ture was our reafonble fervice at first, it is fo ftill. If

it was at firft eaſy to be performed , it yet remains fo, if

we have the fame natural powers with which we were

created. Andwhy is it not as equal inGod, to requisa
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of us the improvement of thoſe natural capacities now

as at the firit ?-Nothing therefore can be more repug-

mant to the whole tenor of the gospel-nothing more un-

reafonble than this fuppofal. We must acknowledge

ourfelves to be apoftate guilty creatures, or we can give

no good reaſon for the infinite price of our redemption,

the blood of Chrift.

3. That weare all by nature in a ſtate of fin and guilt,

is most frequently clearly and expressly revealed to us in

the fcripture. It cannot, indeed, be declared in more

ftrong, plain and intelligible expreffions, than what are

found in our text and context. We have there an ex-

prels differtation upon the fubject . The doctrine is

there ftrongly afferted, and clearly illuftrated. But this

is not the only evidence to be found in fcripture of the

fad truth under confideration. The whole word ofGod

confiders us as fallen creatures, as being in a ſtate of fin,

pollution and condemnation. And there is no way to

avoid the force ofthe many full and plain texts to this

purpose, but by trained and unnatural gloffes and in-

terpretations upon words, in themſelves moſt familiar

and eaſy to be underſtood. What can be plainer than

fuch texts as theſe? I wasshapen in iniquity, and in fin

did my mother conceive me. Pfal. li. 5.-The wicked are

efrangedfrom the womb, they go aftray as foon as they are

born. Pfal. Iviii . 3.—There is not a juſt man upon earth,

that doeth good and finneth not. Ecclef. vii . 20.-The.

heart is deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked.

Jer. xvii. 9.- We have before proved both Jews and Gen-

tiles, that they are all under fin. There is none righteous,

no not one, Rom. iii, 9, 10.-For all have finned and

come fhort ofthe glory ofGod. Rom. iii . 23. For Iknow.

that in me, that is in myflesh , dwelleth no good thing. Rom .

vii. 18.-The carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is

Rom.
notfubject to the law ofGod, neither indeed can be.

viii. 7.The natural man receiveth not the things ofthe

fpirit ofGod, they are foolishness unto him, neither can ha

1 Cor. ii.
know them, becauſe they arefpiritually difcerned.

14. And were by nature children of wrath, even as others .



22 THE NATURE AND CONSEQUENCES

1

Even when we were dead in fins , he hath quickened us

together with Chrift. Eph . ii . 3 , 5 - Ve thus judge, that

ifone diedfor all, then are all dead. 2. Cor. v. 14.-We

know that the whole world lieth in wickedness. 1 John v.

19. Many more teftimonies from the fpirit of God

might be produced to evince the truth of this propofi-

tion. But thefe are fufficient to fatisfy every one, that

is not prejudiced against the doctrine and refolved not

to believe it : And it is in vain to endeavour the con-

viction of fuch as thefe. I fhall therefore proceed to

thenext general head.

PROP. II. This ftate offin and guilt, which we are all

naturallyin, is thefruit of Adam's apoftacy.

I think I have proved, that we are by nature in a

ftate offin and guilt ; and there must be fome cauſe of

theſe corrupt affections, appetites and paffions, of this

univerfal depravity of our natures ; and corruption of

all our powersand faculties. We muft either have come

thus imperfect and impure out of the hands of God at

our firſt creation ; or we muſt fome way or other have

loft our original righteoufnefs. If the latter, no other

fuppofal can carry equal probability in it, with this in

our text, That by one man fin entered into the world, and

death by fin.

To make way for the more diftin&t view of this caſe,

it may be proper to confider, whether we could be at

first created in the fame ftate, in which wenow find our-

felves. And Ithink, this, upon enquiry, will be found

moft inconfiftent with all the perfections ofthe divine na-

ture. How could it be confiftent with the holiness ofGod

tomake a ceature with prevalent enmity to himſelf, andto

love fin and fenfuality ? Could a pure and holy God take

delightin fuch ignorance and darknefs, as naturally clouds

our underſtandings ; and alienates us from the life of

God ? could he take pleaſure in having all the powers

of our fouls moft contrary to his own excellent nature ;

and in having us under the government and guidance

offinful difpofitions, irregular affections, and turbulent

paffions ? The great God muft certainly be of purer eyes

than tobehold iniquity ; or to look uponfin with approbation.
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And confequently could not create us with fuch deprav-

ed fouls, under the influence of fuch vile lufts and fin-

ful appetites, as naturally reign in our hearts and lead us

away from God. How could it confift with the good-

nefs ofGod, to make a creature in a ſtate of mifery and

calamity ? Can it be fuppofed agreeable to infinite good-

nefs, kindneſs, and compaffion, to fee us agonizing from

our births to our graves, under the diforders of a vitia-

ted foul and the infirmities of a diftempered body, to

fee us prompted by pride and ambition, luft and avarice,

to deftroy and devour one another ; and to keep the

world in convulfions and confufions, as it has always

been ? Could it be agreeable to him , to fee fo noble a

beingas man, the neceffary fubject ofcontinual affliction

in this world, that he might be thereby prepared for

eternal torments in the world to come ? This certainly

cannot be ſuppoſed ; and therefore it muſt not be ima-

gined, that a good and gracious God did at firſt create

us inthis ſtate of fin and mifery. Could it be agreeable

to the juftice of God, to make us under a natural necef-

fity of finning againſt him ; and yet puniſh us for thoſe

finful affections which he himself had given us ; or for

fuch finful practices as are the neceffary refult of them ?

No furely, the judge of all the earth will do right. He

could not make us on purpoſe to delight himſelf in our

mifery. From thefe confiderations it muft neceffarily

follow, that God made man upright ; that our defection

proceeds from fome other caufe ; and what that is, I fhall

applymyſelfmore diftinctly to confider, by endeavoring

tofhew,-

1

1. How, or in what way, we became finful and guil-

ty, by the fin of Adam.

2. by clearingup the juftice and equity of God, in im-

puting the fin and guilt of Adam to his pofterity.

1. I am firft then to fhew how, or in what way, we

became finful andguilty, by the fin of Adam. In order to

which I fhall obferve,

That God entered into a covenant with Adam, as

the head and reprefentative of all mankind, to bestow
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life upon him and all his poſterity, ifhe did not eat of

the tree of knowledge of good and evil, or to inflict

death both upon him and them, if he did eat of that for-

bidden fruit. The fum of this covenant is fet before us

in Gen. ii. 7. But of the tree ofknowledge ofgood and

evil, thou shalt not eat ofit ; for in the day that thou

eateft thereof, thou shalt furely die. This covenant-tran{-

action is indeed here, as all God's difpenfations in the

Mofaic history are, but very briefly and generally re-

prefented. Here is no exprefs mention, that Adam

fhould be confirmed in a ſtate of life and peace, upon

his obedience to this particular precept ; nor is there

exprefs mention, that Adam was in this tranfaction

confidered as the head and reprefentative of his poſterity.

It may, I think, nevertheleſs be made evident, that

both of thefe are implied in this ſhort account of that

matter.

That a promife of life is implied in this covenant up-

on condition of Adam's obedience, appears from the

threatening of death in cafe of disobedience. The

threatening muft neceffarily imply fome evil confequent

upon his violation of that precept, that would not have

otherwife happened. God's threatening death upon this

fingle condition , does plainly fuppofe, that it was theonly

condition upon which it was to be feared and expected.

For how could it be confiftent with the juftice, good-

nefs, or even fincerity of God, to threaten Adam with

death in caſe of diſobedienc, which would have been his

lot, had he been ever fo perfect in his obedience ? This

threatening was certainly defigned as a motive to obe-

dience; which it could not be, if Adam had no good

in expectation by continuing in his duty. And it was

certainly unworthy of God, to raiſe his expectation of

a benefit which he could never partake of, had he com-

plied with the terms on which he expected it. This

therefore appears plainly to be the cafe. Adam was

by the law of his nature under a perpetual obligation

to a conformity unto the known will of God, uponthe

penalty of receiving from him the juft demerit of his



FORIGINAL SIN. 85

difobedience against him. The demerit of fuch difobe-

dience in any inftance would have been death : for that,

the apoftle affures us is, the wages offin. Rom. vi. 23.

But God was graciously pleafed to put Adam upona

more limited and eaſy trial, in order to his eſtabliſh-

ment in a ſtate of life and happineſs. Had he conti-

nued obedient, and withſtood this temptation, had he

retained his integrity and overcome the attack of the le-

ducer in this inftance, he would have been no more in

danger of apoftacy from God ; nor any more expoſed

to death or mifery. In the day that he eat of the for-

bidden fruit, he was to die ; and does not this neceffa-

rily imply a promiſe of life, if he had not eat of it at all ?

If it be here enquired, whether our first parents would

not have died, if they had been guilty ofany other act ofdif-

obedience, while under this trial, though they had refrained

from eating ofthe fruit ofthe tree of knowledge? I offer

the following confiderations in anſwer to it.

1. Though they were undoubtedly under the law of

nature during the time of their trial for confirmation, as

much as they were before ; and therefore equally lia-

ble to its penalties in cafe of difobedience : Yet, I do

not know how the law of nature was in any reſpect a

covenant of life, between God and them. I do not

know how their obedience to it would have entitled

them & their pofterity to the continued favor of God, at

this timeof their trial, more than at any other time, either

before or after it ; or how their difobedience at this

time would have involved their pofterity in their guilt,

withoutſome ſpecial tranſaction between God and them

to that purpoſe. They were, as creatures, under pc-

nal obligations to their Creator and Benefactor ; but I

cannot fee how they were, as fuch, the legal head and

repreſentative of their offspring ; nor how they had, as

fuch, a claim to perpetual life and happiness from their

Creator, had their obedience been ever fo perfect. I

cannot therefore but fuppofe a real difference between

the law of nature, and the covenant made with our firſt

parents in Paradiſe.

H
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2. Byall the account we have of this matter in fcrip-

ture, the death or life of our firft parents and their off-

fpring, was wholly upon their eating, or forbearing to

eat of the forbidden fruit. The law of nature is not,

that I know of, any where mentioned as a part of this

Covenant-tranſaction . The tenor of this covenant in its

firft exhibition is, in the day thou eateft thereof thou shalt

furely die. And accordingly after the fall, God only

demands of Adam , who told thee that thou waft naked?

Haft thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that

thou shouldft not eat ? Agreeable to this, we find the fen-

tence was inflicted upon Adam for this caufe, without

mention of any other. Becaufe thou haft eaten ofthe tree,

of which I commanded thee , faying, thou shalt not eat of it,

curfed is the ground for thy fake, &c. We have no

knowledge of this tranſaction, but from the ſcriptures ;

no other reprefentation of it, that I know of, in fcrip.

ture. And what confequence must therefore follow ?

Here are two trees placed in the garden; ofthe onehe

is forbidden to eat, upon pain of death ; of the other

he might freely eat, and live forever. By eating ofthe

one he expofed both himſelf and pofterity to perdition ;

by eating of the other he might have confirmed both

himſelfand them in a ftate of life and peace. Did not

therefore his happiness depend upon his conduct with

relation to the fruit of these trees ?

3. It is certain in fact, that God did not, and thence

we know his foregoing determination that he would pot

leave our first parents, during the time of their trial,

to any other prevalent temptation, but what related

to the forbidden fruit. I think it juft arguing, from

what God has done, to what he fore-determined to do.

It is certain from the infinite perfections of his nature,

that his conduct is always agreeable to his counſel ;

and confequently , that God did determine to put them

upon no other trial for their eſtabliſhment, but in this

fingle inftance. And accordingly infinite goodneſs and

condefcenfion is difplayed in this covenant- tranfaction ,

as far as we have any account of it infcripture. It mult
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indeed be granted, that our first parents feem to have

violated the law of nature, before their actual eating

the forbidden fruit ; by their harkening to the ferpent's

temptation, by their unbelief of God's truth and faith-

fulneſs, by their ambitious afpiring to be as Gods, know-

ing good and evil; and their irregular appetites to the

forbidden fruit ; but theſe all had an immediate reference

to this inhibition , and were dirc&ly introductory to its

violation. By thefe the fin was committed in their

hearts, and the luft conceived, that brought forth the

actual fin, which ended in their death . And it is remark-

able that God does not challenge them for these things,.

as violations of the law of nature ; but as infractions

ofthis particular covenant, by which they were to fland

or fall. In a word, God exprefsly made this the in-

flance of their trial ; the fcripture mentions nothing.

more, and I know of no authority we have, to be wife

in this cafe beyond what is written. The integrity of

their nature would keep them from falling, when there

was no ftrong temptation to overcome it. God did not

permit, and therefore we are fure that he determined

Dot topermit any other prevalent temptation to affault

them. They were not therefore expoſed to fall, in any

other inftance. He threatened death upon condition

of this disobedience ; there was no other condition ex-

preffed in the threatening. They were chailenged for

this difobedience and no other, after their fall.

was confequently promiſed upon condition of obedience

in this inftance ; for this was the only condition of their:

establishment, that I find any where mentioned in the

Bible. Adam was put upon no other trial, that I know

of, but this only ; and this might have been as ſhort as

he pleaſed. For it is remarkable, that he had full liber-

ty to eat ofthe tree oflife; and it ſeems plainly hinted

in Gen. iii. 22. that if he had done fo any time before

his fall, immortal life would have been fecured to him ;

that it feerns left to his own choice, how long his pro-

bation fhail continue. It is therefore evident, that

there was a promiſe of life in this covenant,, ipafmuch

Life
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as there was a pledge and feal of his confirmation ap-

pointed, ready for himat any time before his apoftacy ;

though guarded and kept by cherubim and a flaming

fword afterward. It is evident, that as accordingto

this difpenfation ofaftonishinggrace and condefcenfion,

he was to expect death upon no other condition but the

violation of this precept, ſo he was on the contrary to

expect life upon the actual obfervance of it. This tho'

not directly, is however implicitly premifed in this co-

venant recorded by Moſes.

If after all any will fuppofe, as ſome have fuppofed,

(though, I confeſs I do not know upon what foundation)

that the obſervance of the law of nature was implicit

ly enjoined by this prohibition, both upon Adam and

bis pofterity, as the condition of their escaping the death

threatened ; and that this prohibition of the tree of

knowledge was but an additional injunction for the trial

of their obedience. It must nevertheless be allowed,

that God intended, and Adam underſtood, a conditionsk

promife of life, in the threatening of death. If death

was threatened only upon his disobedience, it certainly

implies that it would not have been inflicted if he had

not difobeyed. By this threatening death was made the

wages of his fin, and neither the justice nor goodneſs of

of God can allow the righteous to receive the wages of

the wicked.

But it is time that I ſhould return to take notice, how

Adam was, in this tranfaction , confidered as the head

and representative of his natural pofterity.

It mustbe confeffed, that the Mofaic account of this

covenant between God and our firſt father, does not fo

evidently reprefent his pofterity to be immediately con-

cerned in it. But this alfo may be fully evinced from

the following confiderations.

It is manifeftly true, in fact, that Adam's pofterity

do partake of the bitter fruits of his apoftacy. Theex-

perience of all the world carries this beyond debate.

We allfee that fin anddeath, withall their terrors, have

invaded all the natural progeny of Adam ; that all the

calamities of life, and even death itſelf, reign over thoſe
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"

that have not finned after thefimilitude ofAdam's trangref-

fion. And how comes the curſe annexed to the cove-

nant made with Adam to fall upon the heads of his pof

terity, if they were not included in that covenant? This

puniſhment muſt be the effect of fin. Far be itfrom God,

that the righteous ſhould be as the wicked. Thefoul thatfin

nethfhall die. And yet it is inflicted upon fuch as are

not capable ofactual and perſonal fin, who confequent-

ly must have finned in Adam, or we cannot conceive

how the Fudgeofall the earth does right, in bringing the

penalty threatened to him, upon hisotherwife innocent

pofterity. The fentence pronounced upon Adam after

his fall, is in every article of it executed upon his pol-

terity,in the fame extent as upon himself: From whence

it is evident that they as well as he were partakers of

the guilt of that apoftacy, in the fame degree that they

bear the punishment of it. And confequently he muft

be confidered as their head and reprefentative in that

first covenant.

The fame thing is abundantly confirmed to us by va

rious plain and clear paffages in fcripture. Our text

affures us, that by this one man fin entered into the world,

and that in him all have finned. We are told, 1 Cor.

xv. 22. that in Adam all die . Now, as I before obferv-

ed, fin and death muſt deſcend from Adam mețely in a

way of natural generation ; or elfe we must have fallen

in him as our legal head and reprefentative. The for-

mer cannot be the cafe ; theſe did not deſcend to us in

a way of natural generation from one man only ; for if

that be the means of their derivation , they defcended

tous from all our progenitors ; and we no more died

in Adam thanin our immediate parents. He must there

fore have fuftained a public character, and was confi

dered as our reprefentative in that covenant-tranfaction.

But ofthis I found occafion to fpeak fomething particu

larly before, and need not therefore infift upon it in this

place.

II. Iamto endeavor to clear up the juftice and equity of

God, in imputing Adam's fin and guilt to his pofterity

H 2
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The adverfaries of this doctrine under confideration , do

principally found their oppofition upon its inconfiftency

with the perfections of God. They pretend that God

would not bejust in appointing Adam our furety and

repreſentative, whenhe knewhe wouldfall, and involve

his pofterity with him in his guilt and mifery. Thatit

were repugnant to the divine goodness, to contrive ſuch

a covenant, as would bring unavoidable miery upon

millions of fouls, who would be perfonally innocent of

that tranfgreffion. And confequently that there could

benofuch conflitution made by him, who is infinite juf-

tice and goodness. I fhall therefere be fomething par

ticular in my endeavors to obviate this difficulty, and to

fhew how this doctrine is confiftent with the perfec-

tions ofGod. This will appear by confidering,

1. Thatfuch a covenant with Adam would have been

in itſelf more likely to fubferve the interefts of mankind,

than for him and his poſterity to have been left under

the law of nature ; and confequently what all mankind

would have chofen for themſelves, had they been then

exifting.

2. That we were all feminally in Adam, and in that

reſpect parties in this covenant.

3. That the good promiſed by this covenant, was more

than proportionable to the evil threatened by it. And,

4. That God has, in infinite mercy, made a glorious

provifion for our recovery from the fad effects of Adam's

apoftacy. We are then to confider,

1. That fucha covenant with Adam would have been in

itfelfmore likely to fubferve the intereft and advantage of

mankind than for him and his poſterity to have been left un-

derthe law of nature ; and confequently, what all mankind

wouldhave chofenfor themfelves, hadthey been then exifling.

The condition of Adam's eſtabliſhment in a ſtate of life

and happineſs, was certainly much easier to be compli-

ed with than the demands of the law of nature. It was

much easier for him to refrain from eating a particular

fruit in a garden, where there was fo great a plenty,

andfuch a grateful variety of whatever could contribute
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to hisfupport or delight, than for him to ftand engaged

in perpetual obligations, under a penalty, to perform an

exact and perfect obedience to the law of nature. So

that with refpect to Adam himſelf, the goodneſs of God

was gloriously difplayed, in bringing the terms of his

life and ſtability fo low. And if we confider the cafe

with refpect to his defcendants, it will appear every

way their intereft alſo, to have their fafety put upon

this iffue. There would have been the fame manifefta-

tion of goodneſs to us, as to our first parents, if each in-

dividual of the buman race could have had perpetual

life and perfect happineſs perfonally propofed to them,

upon the fame terms as they were to Adam ; and con-

fequently the goodness of God must be equally acknow-

ledged, in joining their intereft withhis in that covenant-

tranfa&tion.

This will appear, if we confider, that every one of

Adam's pofterity would have been perpetually underthe

ftricteft obligations of the law of nature, if they had not

been included in this covenant. They must therefore

every one of them be much more likely to fall, than A-

dam himſelf was, in that their fafety would have de-

pended upon a much more extenfive obedience. Their

obligations to the law, and their danger of violating it

in fome inftance or other, would have been perpetual,

and their ſtability would therefore have been for ever

precarious and uncertain. Now, was it not better for

them, that their confirmation in a state of continual life

and peace, fhould depend only upon one fuch eafy in-

ftance of obedience, than that each individual of them,

left to act for himſelf, fhould be always expoſed to the

lofs of God's favor, upon their violating any part of the

law of God, and always uncertain of their future hap-

pineſs.

It will add further weight to this reflection, if We

confider,that Adam, in cafe heftood in a public capaci-

ty, was much more concerned to obey this precept, and

to obtain the bleffed confequences of his obedience, than

any one of his pofterity could have been, had they per
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fonally been put upon the fame trial. His own eternal

intereft was at flake ; he had therefore all the induce.

mentsfrom hope or fear, from a defire of happineſs, or

a profpect of mifery, that any of his progeny could have

had, were they in his place. But what an additional

concern would it naturally excite in him, to confider,

that the welfare of all his pofterity was embarked upon

the fame bottom, and that they as well as he muſt be

everlaſtingly and incomparably happy or miferable, ae-

cording to his conduct in this most important affair.-

Let it then be confidered, whether we have any reaſon

to find fault, when the terms of our fafety was made fo

very cafy; whenour interefts were putintothe hands of

our natural parent, who was not only as much concern-

ed to fecure his own happiness as ours, but alſo under

the powerful influence of parental love and affection to

the numerous offspring of his own bowels, and therefore

in all thoſe refpects much more likely to procure our ef

tablishment in a continued happy life, than we could

have been ourſelves, ifwe had not been intereſted in this

covenant, but left to ftand or fall by the law of nature.

It may be alfo further confidered, that Adam being

God's immediate workmanship, and havingimmediately

received the law from the mouth of God himſelf, muſt

have had more lively impreffions of his intereftand duty,

than any of his natural poſterity ; and was, in that re-

fpect, alfo more likely than they could be, to have kept

this covenant, and thereby to have fecured the benefits

of it to himſelf and them.

Imay alfo add to this, that it ſeems
abſolutely

necef-

fary to the comfort
and happineſs

of mankind
, that

there fhould
have been fome terms of confirmation

and

eftabliſhment

propofed
them. How much would

it have

leffened
and abridged

the comforts
and delights

even of

Paradife
itſelf, to have confidered

that happy
ftate as

being always
mutable

, and liable to be forfeited
and loft ?

How could Adam, or his pofterity
, have been any of

them truly and
completely

happy, even in a ſtate ofin-

tegrity
, under the ftinging

reflection
, that they ſhould
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be for ever expofed, through the prevalence oftempta-

tion, to fall from their innocence and from the favor of

God ? All the innocence, purity and perfection ofour

nature, in its original rectitude, could have been no fe-.

curity against this melancholy apprehenfion ; for fome

of the angelsthemſelves are become devils : and dread-

ful experience has taught us, how not only Adam him-

felf, but all his pofterity would have been always liable

to the dreadful confequences of apoftacy from God.

What, therefore, but fome terms ofconfirmation intheir

ftate oflife and integrity, could have banished this un-

eafy apprehenfionfrom their breafts, and have put them

into a capacity for complete fatisfaction and happineſs ?

And what eaſier terms could have been thought ofthan

what were propoſed ? Had it been left to Adam himſelf

to ftate his own terms, he could have deviſed nothing

more caly and practicable.

From what has been faid, it appears to have been in

the nature ofthe thing much fafer for us, and moreto

our advantage, to be repreſented in this covenant by our

firft parent, than tor each one of us to have been left

to act ſeparately for ourselves. In short, feme terais of

confirmation were wanted. Thoſe propofed were as

eafy as could be defired . Adam was, in all refpe&s,

more likely to have come up to thefe terms than we

could have been ; and had he continued in his obedience

as there was the greateſt reafonable profpect that he

would have done, we ſhould have perpetually acknow-

ledged and adored the wifdom, equity and goodneſs of

God, in this contrivance, to ſecure the holiness and hap

pineſs ofmankind for ever. Since, therefore, this tranf-

action was in itself good, juft and reaſonable, moft wor-

thy ofGod, and most likely to fubferve our beft interefts,

the event that has happened gives no caufe of com-

plaint. God is juft ; and we are juftly miferable.

To urge God's forefight ofthe event, as an argument

against the justice and equity of the difpenfation, isim-

pertinent and unreafonable. Thegreat God makes the

perfections of his own nature, and not the conduct of
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his creatures, the rule and reafon of his difpenfations.

Since this method was from the nature of things need-

ful for us, and moft likely to fecure our happineſs, God

was good and juft in propofing it ; whatever the event

would be. Beſides, we have reafon to fuppole, God

knew that the event would have been much worfe for

us, than it now is, if we had each of us been left to

ftand orfall by the law ofnature. God certainly knew

how it would have been : And we have reaſon to con-

clude from all appearances, that it would have turned

out to our ftill greater diſadvantage. We fhould have

had no terms of confirmation ; and therefore at the beſt

fhould none ofus have ever been removed beyond fear

and danger. The conditions of our enjoying God'sfavor

would have been much more difficult ; but the inducé- ⚫

ments to take heed to ourſelves, nothing equal to what

Adam was under. Our expofednefs to temptations

would not have been, as his was, fhort and temporary :

But ofa perpetual continuance. It is therefore the ftrong-

eft probability, that God knew how in that cafe we

fhould every one fall ; and how much worfe our ſtate

would then have been, than it now is, fince in that way

there could have been no room for the glorious remedy

now provided.

Covenant.

2. It fhould alfo be confidered, that we were allſemi-

nally in Adam ; and in that refpect were all parties to this

I fhall not here infift upon the philofophi-

cal fpeculations of fome very great and learned men,

who fuppofe that every individual of the human race

were actually included in the loins of our firft parent,

and were actually exifling in miniature, as a part of

him ; and as fuch, partakers with him in his firſt tranſ-

greffion. Though thefe think, that they have carried

their hypothefis higher than mere conjecture, and made

it at leaft probable to be true ; and if true, to be a ſolu-

tion of the greateft difficulties relating to the propaga

tion of original fin : Yet, I think we ought to have a

more fure foundation , to build our faith of this impor-

tant article upon. It may therefore be confidered,
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whether the words of our text does not directly lead

us to a view of the propagation, as well as imputation

of Adam's fin to his pofterity. We are therefore in-

formed, that in him (fo in the Greek) all have ſinned.

And the fame thing feems to be likewife illuftrated

from I Cor. xv. 22. In Adam all died. We were in

him , it is true, as he was our moral or legal head and re-

prefentative : And if we were only thus in him, we

muft with him be jointly concerned, and accountable

for his conduct. But it is certain we were, if not per-

fonally, yet virtually in him, as cur natural, as well as

our legal head ; and this may probably be referred to

in the text now cited . We were in him, as the fruit

is in the feed ; as the ſprouts are in the root ; as Eve

was in him, when one ofhis ribs ; and were really de-

rived from his effence. Adam was guilty, totally and

univerfally fo : No part ofhim was innocent ; but eve-

ry part chargeable with the fame guilt. And if we

were then a part of him, as it is certain we were, we

muſt have been fo far guilty of his apoftacy. Let it

therefore be fuppofed, that when the covenant was

made with Adam ( whereby he was to ftand or fall, ac-

cording to his eating or forbearing to eat of the forbid-

den fruit) we were all of us at that time a part of him ;

will it not hence follow, that the covenant was made

with us, as well as with him ; that it was made with

every part of him ; and that every part of him muſt

partake ofthe confequences of his conduct while in that

flate oftrial? This being fuppofed, it will not follow

that his fin and guilt delcended to us merely by natu-

ral generation, or that the fin of our immediately pa-

rents, as well as our firft parents, is imputable to us, as

being a part of them. For, as Adam was but once,

and none of his defcendants were at all, in a ſtate of tri-

al for confirmation and eſtabliſhment in original righ-

teouſneſs and happiness ; fo that covenant could be but

once broken, either by himſelf or his pofterity. We

could not be guilty of original fin in Adam, but only

when he himſelf was guilty of it by eating the forbid
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den fruit. We are guilty, not merely as deſcendants

from Adam ; but as being naturally, as well as legally,

in him whenhe violated the firſt covenant. We were,

it is true, in the loins of our immediate parents, during

all their tranfgreffions of God's law, as well as in the

loins of Adam when he broke this covenant ; but we

could not be in them, as we were in him, guilty of vi-

olating any terms of eſtabliſhment in life and peace;

for there were no fuch terms made with them. And

therefore we could not in them forfeit a confirmation

in a ſtate of life and happinefs, which was never pro-

poſed to them, either for themſelves or us ; nor could

we in them bring upon ourſelves the dreadful confe

quences offuch forfeiture, in our death and ruin. The

terms of life propoſed in the covenant of grace are in

and by a Mediator ; and our interefts in the benefits of

that covenant, is only in the way of our perfonal faith

in him, and acceptance ofhim and his offered falvation ;

and therefore by the tenor of the new covenant, nei-

ther the holiness nor impiety of our progenitors can de-

fcend to us, or fo far affect us, as that we ſhould ſtand

or fall by it. But in the prefent cafe, all Adam's in-

terefts were concerned in that covenant-tranſaction,

and his whole felf was to ftand or fall on the terms pro-

pofed.

•

If it be objected, that our fouls were not fo much as

feminally in Adam at all ; and confequently not in this

reſpect chargeable with his fin and guilt :-I anſwer, it

would be proper for us to know fomething more about

the time and manner of the union of our fouls and bo-

dies, before we decree too pofitively in this matter.

Whether our fouls were all created in the beginning ;

whether the organized bodies of the human fpecies

were included in miniature in Adams loins, and all

their fouls then united to them ; whether the foul of

each fœtus is immediately created and infuled at the

time of conception ; or elſe united to the embryo in the

mother's womb ; or whether in fome other unknown

time and manner ; theſe are things which, for my part,
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I profefs to know nothing about. And it is poffible,

that they who talk moft boldly and confidently upon this

fubject, are really as ignorant of it as I am . And why

Thould we grope in the dark, to remove difficulties out

of our way, that we are not certain were ever in it ?

Thus much appears evident to me, that we were in the

fame fenfe in Adam's loins, and a part ofhim, when he

violated the firſt covenant, as , we now are his natural

pofterity. And as truly as we are his feed , defcended

from him, fo truly did we in the fame refpect fin in

him, when he fell. The apoftle tells us, Heb. vii. 10.

That Levi was in the loins of his father Abraham, when

Melchizedec met him. And it is as true, that we were

all in the loins of our father Adam, when he broke the

firft covenant. But in how lax-a fenfe foever this be

allowed to be true, it ferves to clear up the juftice and

equity of God in making us parties in that covenant,

when we were branches in him, with whom the cove-

nant was perfonally made. If it was equitable, for

God to covenant with him on his own behalf, it was

equitable to covenant with him on ours alfo, who were

a part of him, and fo nearly concerned with him in

that tranfaction. Doubtless we fhould have thought it

equal in God, to make us joint partakers with Adam in

the glorious confequences of his obedience, if he had

ftood. We should perhaps have thought it hard, ifwe

who were fo nearly united to him, both by nature and

intereft, fhould have been fecluded the bleffed privilege ;

and put upon harder terms of happiuefs, than he was.

And the equity of God's difpenfation is the fame, how-

ever the event turned out. In a word, it was from the

nature of the thing moft agreeable, that we fhould be

m Adam as our covenant-head , fince we were in him as

in our natural head ; that the ftreams fhould partake of

the quality of the fountain, and the branches be of the

fame kind with the ftock, from whence they fprung.

3. It may be further confidered that the good promif-

ed by this covenant, was more than proportionable to the evil

threatenedbyit. By what I have already faid uponthis

I
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fubject , thejuftice of God is I think clear from all im-

putation, in including Adam's pofterity with,himſelf

in the first covenant made with him. And what is now

propofed, may ferve to difplay the goodness of God, in

the gracious terms and tenor of that covenant. Had

the threatening and promiſe annexed to that covenant,

been but proportionable to one another, the terms muſt

have been allowed to be equal and right. Hence there-

fore ſo much ofthe goodneſs of God was manifeſted in

that difpenfation, as the promiſed good was in propor

tion greater than the threatened evil,

Let the cafe then be confidered , and it will appear,

that the obedience which God claimed of Adam in this

inftance of his trial, was vaftly leſs, than what was due

by the law of nature ; and that the penalty annexed to

his diſobedience, was no more than would have been ,

by the strictest rules of juſtice, the demerit of his vio-

lating the law ofnature in any inftance whatfoever ; and

would therefore have been eminently due to his finning

against fo much goodnefs, as appeared in bringing the

terms of his eftablishment folow as they were brought.

But then on the other hand, he could have had no claim

to eternal life, but from the mere grace and favor of

God, if he had not only obeyed this precept, but been

perfect in his obedience to the whole law. For, though

a happy exiſtence may be reafonably expected by an in-

nocent creature, fo long as God fees caufe to prolong

hisbeing: Yet as God cannot be in debt to any of his

creatures, he cannot owe them fo much as the benefit

of any exiſtence at all ; and therefore cannot owe them

an eternal continuance of life and happiness. As God

could not owe us our being, before we had it ; neither

can he be brought in debt to us by any thing we can do,

to continue our being when we have it. Our obedi-

ence cannot lay him under any obligation to us. Ifwe

be righteous, what give we him? or what receiveth he at our

hands?

This then isthe true ftate ofthe cafe: A compleat and

perpetual obedience to the whole law of nature was
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due to God by our firft parents, as he was their Crea

tor, and the author of their being and powers. Death

was the juft and natural penalty of their disobedience

in any inftance. So far therefore as God leffened the

obligation, he relaxed the penalty of their difobedience.

While on the other hand, eternal life was infinitely

more than could be claimed as a debt for the moſt per-

fect obedience ; and therefore there was certainly afto.

nifhing grace and gooduefs in making it the reward of

their refraining fromthe forbidden fruit. Thus we fee

how vaft the difproportion appears, between the threat-

ening and the promiſe annexed to this covenant . The

former was a debt by the laws of ftrictest juftice ; the

latter an act of mere grace and goodnefs. The former

would have been the juft wages offin, ifthere had been

no threatening annexed to the command of God ; the

latter is what Adam could never havedeferved forhim-

felf; and much lefs for his pofterity. In the former,

God didas it were depart from his own right, and give

up part ofhisjuft claim ; he might have demanded per-

fect, univerfal and eternal obedience, asthe only condi-

tion of his favor and yet he promiled perpetual life

and happiness upon a fingle, temporary, and eafy ob-

fervance of his will. In the latter, God fecured to A-.

dam more than his right, infinitely more than he could

have claimed by the laws of natural juftice. How then

can we complain of the inequality of this difpenfation,

in which there is fuch a manifeſtation ofcondescending

grace and goodness, as deferves our perpetual acknow-

ledgement and admiration ! To all this maybe added,

4 That God has in infinite mercy made a glorious pro-

viſionfor our recoveryfrom thefad effects ofAdam's apoſta-

cy. Our adverfaries imagine it inconfiftent with the

goodness of God, that we fhould all perish on account

of Adam's fin. But how could it be inconfiftent with

his goodneſs, to reward us according to our defert ? L

think, I have madeit appear, that the terms of that co-

venant with refpect both to Adam and his pofterity,

were equal and right ; that there was no appearance

*
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ofſeverity : but ſpecial manifeſtations of gracious con-

And what

defcenfion in that admirable difpenfation.

have we now to fay for ourſelves, why fentence ſhould'

not be executed upon us, according tothe tenor ofthe

broken law ? Can not God be good in the difplay of his

juflice ? Was it inconfiftent with God's goodness, to

take the forfeiture at the hands of the fallen angels !

Or would it have been any more contrary to his good-

nefs, to have referved us, as he did them in chains of

darkneſs, unto thejudgment of the great day ?—But befure

all murmuring and complaint fhould be filenced for ever,

when we confider what a reprieve was granted to fuch

poor criminals at the bar of juftice ; and when we con-

fider, at what an infinite price our redemption from

death and ruin was provided and purchafed. Shall we

complain, who are thus diftinguished from the angels

that fell, bythe glad tidings of a Saviour ; while the

fruit of their firft difobedience was hopeleſs and remedi

lefs perdition ? Shall we complain, when God has had

fuch compaffion on our perifhing circumftances, as to

purchaſe our deliverance with the blood of his own Son ?

Shall we complain, who have opportunity to be reftor-

ed with fo much greater advantage ; and to be partak-

ers offo much greater bleffednefs, than could have been

hoped for from the law of nature ? Here is grace wor-

thy ofour higheſt gratitude : Grace, that fhall be admir-.

ed, adored, and praiſed both by angels and men to all

eternity.

Upon the whole then it appears, That fome terms of

confirmation in our original ſtate ofhappinefs were ne-

ceffary for us ; that the terms propofed were moft equal,,

eafy, and good ; that it was from the nature of the

thing beft for us, and what we fhould have chofen for

ourfelves ifwe had been then exifting, that Adamfhould

repreſent us ; and ftand or fall for us, as well as for him-

felf; that we were in Adam, and a part of him , when

he reprefented us in that covenant-relation : And it

was therefore to be expected from the reafon of the

thing as well as from the tenor of the covenant, that
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the branches fhould partake of the quality of the ftock,

from whence they ſprung ; and that the good contain-

ed inthe promiſe of this covenant was vafly more than

proportional to the evil threatened . Is not all this ſuf-

ficient to quiet our minds ; and make us filently and

humbly acquiefce in this difpenfation as moſt juſt and

equal ? It will certainly appear to be fo, when we fur-

ther confider the infinite compaffion that has looked upon

us in our blood ; faid unto us, live ; and redeemed us from

the demerit of our apoftacy by the blood of God mani-

feft in the flesh.

God omniscient, knew indeed, that we fhould fall and

violate this covenant ; and that all the pofterity ofA-

dam would become guilty and miferable by his eating the

forbidden fruit. This may perhaps at firſt view appear

a hard difpenfation, that God fhould, without our con-

fent join our lot with our firft parents, when he knew

that they would fall ; and we in them. But then ifwe

not only confider what has already been faid in anſwer

to this ; but remember, that he who knew we ſhould

fall, did alfo defign us a glorious recovery from our fal-

len ftate, that he defigned to difplay his grace and love

in the Redemption of fallen perifhing creatures with

fuchan infinite price ; and to bring them into fo much

better circumſtances, than they were in by the law of

nature ; furely every hard thought of God muft vaniſks

before this reflection ; and we muft rather adore and

praife, than complain of this glorious contrivance. Did

God foreknow, that Adam would break through the

moftjuft terms of life and happiness, that were propofed

to him in this first covenant ; and involve himſelf and

his pofterity in guilt and ruin ? But did not God alfo

forcknow, that he would contrive a method ofredemp-

tion, that fhould diſtinguiſh Adam and his defcendants

as peculiar fubjects of his grace and favor, above the

reft of the rational world , purchaſe their happineſs with

an infinite price, make the terms of their falvation moft

eaſy and honorable, bring them near to himſelf, and put

them under the best advantages to be happy here, and

I 2
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happy for ever? Where is murmuring then? It is ex-

cluded. By what law ?--Ofworks ? Nay, but by the law

offaith. If all this will not fatisfy us, in the equity of

this difpenfation of God toward us, it muſt be becauſe.

we are unwilling to fee the loft and undone ftate that

we are naturally in ; or elie becauſe we are willing to

fhift off the blame of it fomewhere elfe. But it is time-

I fhould proceed to the confideration of the other part

of my fubject.

PROP. III. We are all, by virtue ofour original fin and

guilt, jufly liable to death, temporal, fpiritual, and eter..

nal.

I have already in a great meaſure anticipated what

would naturally occur under this propofition ; and fhall

therefore be very brief upon the illuftration of it, in

two or three particulars ; and then proceed to obviate

fome objections that lie in our way.

1. Then, as I have already fhewn, it is a plain fact

which cannot be reafonably difputed, that the temporal

and fpiritual penalty annexed tothe firft covenant, arein-
flicted upon

all Adam's natural pofterity . It is opento

every one's obfervation, that theground is curfedfor man's

fake, that in forrow we eat of it all the days of our lives,

that in the fweat of our face we eat our bread, until we re-

turn unto theground. And it is indifputably evident too,

that we are naturally dead in trefpaſſes and fins ; and that

we have hard hearts, corrupt affections, irregular appe-

tites and paffions, and a dreadful promptitude to the

ways of fin and death. We can be no more certain of

our being, than of this corruption of our natures, and

this depravity ofall the powers and faculties of our fouls.

and bodies. That all this is the fruit and confequence

of our original apoftacy, I have largely fhewn already.

Ifany fhould object , and fay, How can these things be?

I aufwer, they are fo by the divine defignation and ap

pointment ; and they are therefore certainly moft equal

and juft . If all that has been faid already will not quiet.

the minds of objectors, this one confideration is fuffici-

ent to do it ; That Cod, whofe ways are all judgments:
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who is a Godof truth and without iniquity, juft and right,

hasannexed theſe penalties to our firft tranfgreffion ; and

he has inflicted them upon us ; and therefore we are

fure, that it is equal and right that he ſhould do ſo. Let

it be further confidered ,
1

2. That while we continue in this ftate, which we

are naturally in, we are utterly unqualified for eternal

life. It cannot be fuppofed that a God of infinite puri-

ty and holiness will admit polluted and finful creatures

into his immediate prefence; and reward their ſinful

natures and practices, with the glories of the heavenly

world. No ! He is ofpurer eyes than to behold evil; and

cannot look upon iniquity. Heb. i, 13-If the heavens are

not clean in his fight : But he chargeth the angels withfol-

ly, how much more abominable andfilthy is man, who drink-

eth in iniquity like water ! Job xv. 15, 16.- But were it

even fuppofed, that we could be admitted to this heaven..

lyſtate with our natural corruptions and finful affections,

with that enmity to God and godliness, which we all

experience in our unrenewed natures ; What comfort

could we find there ? What comfort could the fenfual.

ift find , where there would be no objects to gratify the

perpetual cravings of his fenfual appetite ? What com-

fort could be found in the enjoyments and employments

of heaven, by thofe, to whom thefe fpiritual exercifes .

would be matter of eternal averfation ? What comfort

wouldbe found in being eternally confined to fuch com-

pany, as is ourburthen here ; and would be for ever op-

pofite and difagreeable to our natural difpofitions and in-

clinations ? To fuch as thefe heaven itfelfwould be a

fort ofhell ; and even the glorious preſence of God an

everlasting torment. Whence it is apparent,

lefs we are renewed in the fpirit of our minds, and have

our corrupt naturès fanctified, we cannot be meet forthe

inheritance ofthe faints in light ; for no unclean thingfhall

enter there. We are naturally impure and defiled ; and

none but thepure in heart fhallfee God. Matth , v . 8.—

This brings me to obferve,

that un-

3. That all wholive and die in thatfate of moral defile--
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ment, which wearebrought into by our original apoſta-

cy, must neceffarily perish eternally. I have already ob.

ferved, that ſuch as theſe are not meet for the kingdom

of glory. No ! when they leave this world, he that is

unjust, must be unjust fill. None but they that do God's

commandments, will have right to enter through the

gates into the city of heaven. Where then mult they

go? There is no middle ſtate to be expected in the fu-

ture world. Either heaven or hell, eternal happineſs

or eternal mifery, must be the portion of all the chil-

dren of men, when they have done with time. Whence

it is evident, that our original fin expofes us to eternal

death. We are accordingly reprefented in fcripture, as

being by nature the children of wrath. Eph. ii . 3. Ast

beingcondemned already, and having the wrath of God a-

biding onus, whilft without an intereft in Chrift by faith..

John iii. 18, 36. We are plainly and pofitively inform

ed by our bleſſed Lord himſelf, that except we are born

again, except we be converted and brought out of that

ftate of fin and death, which we are naturally in, we

fhall in nowife enter into the kingdom ofGod. John iii.

Matth. xviii. 3.- There is no ſalvation to be hopedfør,

unless our old things paſs away, and all things become new

in ourfouls, unless we are createdanew in Chrift Jeſus unto

good works, which God hath fore- ordained that we ſhould

walk in them. Thisthen is the fum ofthe matter : The

fin of Adam has reigned unto death ; for thejudgment

was bythis one man unto condemnation ; and by the offence

ofone, judgment is come upon all men to condemnation ! as

in the 16th, 18th, and 21ft verles of our context. It is

therefore a fad and dreadful truth, and will certainly

be found fo in the conclufion, whatever imaginations

men may entertain to the contrary, that our original fin

is in itfelffufficient to render us eternally miferable, if

itbe not washed away in the blood of Chriſt.

3.

It may be here objected, That God himself has cleared

up the equality of his difpenfations toward the children of

men, by affuring us that the foul which fins fhall die, and

that he will not charge fin upon any but them who commijte
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1

. Howthen can it be equal with God to charge the fin of

Adam, any more than thefin ofothers , upon thofe that never

Committedit, nor confented to it ?

Tothis I anſwer: Who art thou, man, that repliest

against God !-I think, I have already made it evident,

that this is an undoubted fact, and plainly true, that A-

dam'sfin is imputed to us. And fhall we dare to arraign

God's juftice and equity, becauſe we cannot fully fee

through the methods of his difpenfations ? Let the potf-

kerds frive with the potsherds of the earth; but let not

proud worms contend with their Maker. We fee that we

are corrupted and defiled ; we feel that we are finful,.

and therefore guilty & obnoxious to God's wrath ; and:

we know, from the infinite perfections of the divine

nature, that the righteous God has done righteously, whe-.

ther we fee through it or not.

I further add, to what has been faid to clear up the

equity of God's difpenfation towardus, That we do all

of us naturally confent to Adam's fin, and in that way

allo make it our own. There is none of Adam's proge-

ny but what are by nature prompted to, and thereby ma..

nifeft their approbation of the like fins with thofe that

our first parents committed. Did they call in queſtion

the truth of God's word? And does not every unfanc

tified perfon daily dothe fame thing ? Did theyyield to

the temptation of Satan ? And does not every man in a

natural ſtate likewife do fo continually ?-Were they

acted by pride and ambition to ſeek a more exalted fta-

tion than God had placed them in ? And are not thefame

afpiring views in the hearts of all men by nature ? Are

not we, as they were, influenced by irregular fenfual ap-

petites ? And do not we continually violate God's com-

mands and prohibitions ?-Thus we manifeft our appro-

bation of our first parents fin, and as it were act it over

again. We are by nature of the fame temper and dif

pofition that they fhewed in the commiffion of this fin.

By a juft conftruction, we may be faid to be inwardly

pleafed with their difobedience ; and are thereby par-

takers with them in their iniquity, As our bleffed Saviour.
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threatened the Scribes and Pharifees, and other leaders

of the Jews, that upon them should come all the righteous

bloodfhed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel,

unto the blood ofZecharias ſon ofBarachias. Matth. xxiv.

35-Becauſe they were influenced by the fame cruet

and bloody difpofitions, and went on in the fame methods

of perfecuting the faints of God with their wicked and

malignant anceſtors ; and by approving and imitating

their fin, brought their guilt on their own heads. In

the fame manner are we all guilty of Adam's fin, and

liable to the penalty of it . We are upon the fame ac-

count as much chargeable with his apoftacy, as thele

Jews were with all the blood fhed from Abel to Zecha-

rias. If we did not perfonally commit that fin, we are

naturally difpofed to the fame kind of difobedience, and

are daily imitating, and thereby approving and making

ourfelves guilty of that firft tranfgreffion.

Imight yet further obferve, that this objection proves

too much, if any thing at all. Ithink that not only the

Arminians, but all that acknowledge the divine autho

rity ofthe fcriptures muft own, that temporal calami-

ties are fome way or other the confeqnences of Adam's

fall. And it is equally unjuft to inflict a greater as a

leffer penalty, without demerit. We are certain, that

God doth actually, and by confequence, that he doth

justly inflict temporal punishments upon us for Adam's

fin ; and it therefore cannot be unequal with God, to

punish us for a fin that we have not perfonally commit-

ted. Befides, if we are, on account of Adam's apoftacy,

justly liable to temporal calamities, we are juftly liable

to eternal mifery alfo. Wehave not merited the former,

unless we are thereby become finners ; and if we are

finners, we as well deferve the latter-for eternal death

is the juft wages of fin. This objection is, therefore,

ungrounded and unreaſonable.

3

It maybe further objected, That God has exprefsly
declared in Ezek. xviii. 20. That the Jonfhall not bear

the iniquity ofthefather, nor the father bear the iniquity of

thefon. The righteoufness of the righteous fhall be upon
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him, andthe wickedness ofthe wickedfhall be upon him.

How then can it be true and confiftent with this decla-

ration from God's own mouth, that our firft parents fin

fhould be imputed to us ?

Tothis I anfwer, that this paffage refers only to thofe

children that do not imitate or walk in the finful prac-

tices oftheir parents, but hate and forfake them : And

thus God himſelfexpounds his meaning in the context.

Ifthefonfeeth all his father's fin, and confidereth and doth

not fuch like, he shall not die for the iniquity ofhis fathers

he fhall furelylive. But then on the contrary, God has

threatened thofe children which imitate their parents

fins, that he will visit the iniquity of the fathers upon the

children, unto the third andfourthgeneration of them that

hate him. Exod. xx . 5.—And the reaſon of the thing

is obvious. The fin of their parents ſhould have been a

warning and admonition to them, to have watched a-

gainst and avoided their finful courfes. Theſe ſhould

havebeen as a beacon to cautionthem againſt the rocks

upon which their fathers have ftruck and perifhed.

They fhould have deterred them from going on in the

fame way of deſtruction. Had any of our parents fal-

len a facrifice to human juftice for treaſon and rebellion

againft their prince, or had they brought any remarka-

ble calamity upon themſelves by their irregularities and

mifdemeanors, fhould we not improve it as a warning

againft imitating their example, left we bring the fame

mifery and ruin upon ourfelves, as we have feen to fall

upon our parents heads ? And is there not much greater

reaſon to avoid the paths of fin, in which any of us have

feen our parents walk, to their eternal ruin in another

world? But if inſtead of taking warning by their wick-

ed life, we imitate and approve it, if we go on in the

fame courſesofimpiety which they lived in, and there-

byjuftify their finful conduct, we make ourſelves parta-

kers oftheir crimes, and upon that account deferve alfo

to be partakers of their punishment.-It is accordingly

offered as a reaſon of Belshazzar's ruin, that he faw his

father's obftinacy, pride and fall, and yet he his fon had
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nothumbled his heart, though he knew all this. Dan. v. 22.

And ifwe apply this to the prefent cafe, I have ſhewn

already, that we all naturally imitate and approve the

fin of our first parents, and are, therefore, all juftly lia-

ble to the penalty. We are partakers of their guilt,

and therefore deſerve to fhare in the puniſhment of it.

I may alfo obferve, that if this andotherfuch texts of

fcripture were taken in the moſt unlimited fenfe poffi-

ble; if it were fince the fall, in all cafes and all inftances

true, that the fonfhall not bear the iniquity of his father,

it would nothing affect the cafe before us. For no pa-

rents are confidered now as the legal repreſenters of

their children, as tranfa&ting ina moral capacity forthem,

and ftanding or falling in their place and ftead, in the

fame fenfe as I have proved to be the cafe with reſpect

to ourfirst parents. As Adam wasſet in a public capa-

city, he finned as the covenant-head and repreſentative

of all his pofterity ; and for that realon his firſt tranf-

greffion is imputed to us. But the following fins of

his life were not imputed to us: The reafon of this is,

as I have fhewed above, becauſe the original difpenfa

tion or probationary ftate Adam was put under, came

to a period on his firft fin and fall, fo that he no longer

acted in the capacity of a public perfon, our federal head

andfurety; therefore none of his confequent fins were

imputed to his poſterity, any more than the fins of our

immediate progenitors. It will not therefore follow,

that God doth not impute the guilt of our firſt parents

apoftacy to their pofterity, becauſe he doth not punish

us for the fins of our immediate parents, fince theformer

acted in a public relation, but the latter act only in a

private and perfonal capacity.

It maybe further urged against this propofition, That

it dooms multitudes of poor infants to hell, who never com-

mittedany actualfin, and is therefore a doctrine fo cruel and

unmerciful, as to be unworthy ofGod.

To this 1 anſwer, that the greatest modefty becomes

us in drawing any conclufions on this fubject. We have

indeed the higheſt encouragement to dedicate our chil-
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drento Chrift, fince he has told us, offuch is the king-

dom ofheaven; and the ftrongest reafon for hope as to

the happineſs ofthoſe deceaſed infants, who have been

thus dedicated to him. But God has not been pleafed

to reveal to us, how far he will extend his uncovenanted

mercy, to others that die in infancy. As, on the one

hand, I do not know that the fcripture any where af-

fures us, that they fhall all be faved : So, on the other

hand, we have not, that I know of, any evidence, from

fcripture or the nature ofthings, that any of theſe will

eternally perish. All thofe that die in infancy may, for.

ought weknow, belong to the election of grace, and be

predeftinated to the adoption of children. They may,

in methods to us unknown, have the benefits of Christ's

redemptionapplied to them, and thereby be made heirs.

of eternal glory. They are, it is true, naturally under

the guilt and pollution of original fin ; but they may

notwithſtanding this, for any thing that appears to the

contrary, be renewed bythe gracious influences of the

fpirit ofGod ; and thereby be made meet for eternal life.

It therefore concerns us, withoutany bold and prefump-

tuous conclufions, to leave them in the hands of that

God, whoſe tender mercies are over all his works.

Having thus briefly ftated and explained the doctrine

of original fin, and endeavored to obviate the difficulties

that lie in the way : I ſhall now proceed to make fome

practical reflections upon what has been faid, by way of

improvement.

USE I. Thisfhews us the mijerable periſhing circumſtan➡

ces of all unconverted finners ; of all that continue in the

State of pollution and guilt, that they are naturally in.-

It is a dreadful thing to be enemies to the living God,

afearful thingto fall into his hands. If the wrath ofa hing

be as the roaring of a lion, how terrible is the wrath

of the omnipotent God ! How terrible will his eternal

indignationbe, to all thofe who are the miferable fubjects

of it! This is a thought that might juftly furprize the

ſecureft finner living. For who can ſtand before his indig-

nation, when hisfury is poured out like afire; andthe rocks

K
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are thrown down by him ! What heart can endure or hands

befirong when the Lordſhall deal with them ! How ſhock-

ing a thought muft it therefore be, to confider the far

greatest part of the world of mankind fo obnoxious as

eventually to fuffer the eternal difpleaſure of a juſt and

almighty God ! All that live and die in a ſtate of nature ,

are inevitably miſerable for ever. Their original fin,

as I have fhewn, is fufficient to condemn them. They

can never be admitted to Heaven with that corruption

and defilement, with that hardneſs of heart, and enmity

to God, which they have derived from ourfirft parents.

And while they remain unfanctified , they are continual-

ly adding to this originally weight dreadful loads of

guilt, by their innumerable actual fins ; and thereby in-

creafing their mifery, and expofing themſelves to more

amazing condemnation. And is this a ſtate to be con-

tinued in? Can men fleep fecure, while the flames of

infinite wrath furround them ? Can they be content to

dwell with devouring fire ; and to inhabit everlaſling burn-

ings? Does it not infinitely concern every one, to me-

ditate a deliverance fromthat undone condition, which

they are naturally in ; and to flee for refuge ; to lay hold

uponthe hope that is fet before them ? Is it not of infinite

importance, that our hearts be changed, our natures re-

newed and fanctified ; and we made meet for an inherit-

ance with thefaints in light?

Let men now difpute as artfully as they pleaſe, againſt

the doctrine of original fin ; let them flatter themſelves

with the goodness of their hearts, and the goodness of

their ſtate, till they lull their confciences afleep, and

quiet their minds with the vain dream ofſafety and hap-

pinefs : It will nevertheleſs appear in the conclufion,

ihat our carnal minds are enmity against God; and can

never, without a renewing fanctifying change, be ad-

mitted into his prefence. Of what vaft confequence is

it therefore, for every one to fee and confider his ftate

really as it is ; and not cry peace to his foul, when God

fays, There is no peace to the wicked ! How dangerous is

is to live ignorant of our original fin and guilt ! How
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dangerous to remain quiet and fecure in a ſtate of death ;

and not to be undeceived, until it is too late ! The doc-

trine I have been treating of, is not to be confidered

as a matter ofmere fpeculation, that may without preju-

dice to our fouls be indifferently either believed or re-

jected. The difeafe is too dangerous, to be carelessly

neglected ; and will certainly prove mortal to all that

does not diſcover their miſery and hazard, and repair to

the great Phyſician of fouls for a recovery from it. It

will not do to diſpute the malady when the fymptoms

of death are upon our fouls. I cannot fee how any

man can be in the way of falvation, while infenfible of

his natural mifery and finfulaefs, while ignorant ofthe

corruption of his mind and confcience, hardneſs of his

heart, the obftinacy of his will, the vilenefs of his af-

fections and appetites, the depravity of his paffions,

and the pollution of his whole foul. For how can he

mourn after a pardon of the fin, that he neither fees

nor teels ? How can he in earneſt ſeek a recovery from

fuch a condition , as appears good enough already ? To

what purpofe would it be, to endeavor to purify the

ftreams, when the fountain is corrupt and polluted ; to

feek a reformation from particular fins, when the whole

nature is fin and defilement, the whole head fick, and the

wholeheartfaint? Verily the whole need not a phyfician ; but

they that arefick. Mat. ix. 12. It is therefore of the

laft neceffity, for finners to fee the finfulness and mifery

of their ſtate by nature, to ſee that they are undone in

their prefent condition, to have a lively impreſſion of

their dreadful danger, while enemis to God, and heirs

of perdition; that this awakening profpect may make

them in earneſt repair to the fountain ofgrace and life.

-If ever finners are brought to a fincere repentance,

they will be deeply humbled under a fenfe of their ori-

ginal fin and the corruption of their natures, as well as

tranfgreflions of their life. They will groan out Da-

vid's complaint, Behold, I was shapen in iniquity ; and in

fin didmy mother conceive me : and will, with the apoſtle,

mourn after deliverance from the body of this death.—As
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for others, that are fleeping fecure in this perishing con-

dition, they must quickly awake out of fleep ; or

be terribly convinced, that God is moft juft in imput-

ing and punishing the fin of our firft parents, when eve

ry mouth will beflopped, and the whole world be judged in

righteousness.

USE II. Let this fubject be improved by way of ear-

neft exhortation to every one, to make it the ſpecial care

and buſineſs oftheir lives, to get out ofthat ſtate offin and

guilt, which they are naturally in. Methinks, the con-

fideration of what has been already faid, might be argu-

ment enough to prevail with every one, feriously and

earneſtly to endeavor an eſcape from their mifery and

danger. Are you dead in trefpaffes andfins? Are you

under the condemnation and curfe ofthe law ? Is the eter-

nal God, as a righteous judge, your enemy ! Are you

expofed to everlaſting ruin and perdition ! Is this your

eflate by nature ? Are you thus expofed to God's wrath

bythe fin ofour first parents ? What a far more exceed-

ing weight of wrath muft you then be under, by the

valt addition you have made to your original guilt-

How dreadful will your final condemnation be, when

not only your original, but all your numerous actu-

al fins, attended with fuch mighty aggravations, are

hereafter puniſhed according to their demerit. Let

the appeal be therefore made to your own conſciences,

whether it be not of greatest concernment to get into a

better and fafer ſtate, than this is ; to get your nature

fanctified and renewed ; to fecure the favor of God ;

and to be fitted to appear before your judge with com-

fort, when he fhall appear, and his reward fhall be with

him !-Have you any defire ofthe comforts of a religi

ous life ! Have you any defire ofthe favor of God, now

in this world, or hereafter in your eternal ſtate ? You

must then make it your prefent and active care, to ob-

tain a faving converfion unto God. In orderto which,

let me propofe the following directions.

1. Meditate much upon your prefent miſery, in all its ag-

gravations, I hope, what has been faid may give you a
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rational conviction of the ſad truth I have been treating

of; but this is not fufficient to awaken your care and

diligence. Multitudes that acknowledge this doctrine,

do notwithſtanding fleep on, in a fatal fecurity, and pe-

rish forever. And this is like to be your cafe alſo, if

you are not brought to fuch an awakening lively im-

preffion ofyour guilty perifhing circumftances, as makes

you cry out with diftrefs of foul, What shall I do to be

faved? Labor therefore for a realizing affecting appre-

henfion of your extreme mifery, and dwell in a conti-

nued view of it. View your circumftances as they ap-

pear by the law of God, which thunders forth indigna-

tion and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh against you.

them as they will appear when you come to die ; and

have nothing in profpect but the dreadful effects ofyour

fin and guilt ; when nothing remains but a fearful looking

for, of fiery indignation, ready to confume you, except

you repent and be converted. View themas they will

appear, ifyou are found in your prefent ftate, at thelaft

day, before the tribunal of your judge, when with hor.

ror and amazement you muſt hear the terrible fentence,

Depart, ye curfed, into everlafting fire, preparedfor the

deviland his angels . View them as they will appearto

condemned finners in the place of torment, when wel-

teringin the flames of intolerable vengeance, without

hope or help to all eternity. And let the dreadful

view excite in you all poffible endeavors to flee from the

wrath to come, and fecure the falvation ofyour fouls.

2. Labor after an humblefenfe of your utter inability to

relieve andfave yourfelves. Do not attempt this change

of your heart and ftate in your own ftrength. Alas,

you are dead in trefpaffes andfins ! as you have heard be-

fore, and a naturally dead man is as capable to revive

himſelf and to re-affume vital power and action, as you

are to create yourſelves anew unto good works. As you

are not indeed naturally dead, you are therefore capable

to attend upon the means of grace and life, in order to

have the good pleafure of God's goodness wrought in you,

and the work offaith with power. But then, as you are

K 2
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fpiritually dead, you cannot by any ſkill or ſtrength of

your own change your hearts ; nor do any thing that

will give you a claim to have it done for you.

You must become new creatures : You must be born

again: You must be turned from darkness to light, and

from thepower ofSatan unto God : The heart offtone muft

be taken out of your flesh, and a heart offlesh given you ;

and in a word, as I obferved before, old things must pass

away, and all things must become new in you. And can

it be in your own power to produce this wonderful

change ? You muſt live in the exercile of faith in the

Son of God, without which it is impoſſible to pleaſe him :

You must live in the love of God: Your affections must

be placed upon the things that are above : You muſt be

fpiritually minded, and have your converfations in heaven.

But is it poffible to exerciſe theſe graces before you

have them? Isit poffible for you to beget them in your

ownfouls when all your powers, faculties and affections

are directly oppofite to them ? Or is it poffible to de-

ferve the bleffing of this renewed nature from God ;

whenyour whole conduct is one courfe of enmity againſt

him and indignity to him ? No ! Confider your cafe as

it is. You are dead, and cannot help yourfelves. You

are guilty, and cannot deferve that God fhould help

you. If you perish for ever God is juſt, and you have

no caufe of complaint. And if God have mercy upon

your foul, he will bring you to his footftool, with a

humble abafing fenfe of this your impotent and miſera-

ble, guilty and expofed ftate. He will bring you to be

thus poor in fpirit, if ever he gives you a title to the

kingdom of heaven.

3. Refolve to caft your perishing fouls upon the richesof

the fovereign free grace of God in Chrift. You deferve to

perish , and cannot help yourselves. Deftruction and

death are before you, and there is no remedy in your

own power. What will you do ? What courfe can

you take ? If you reft in your prefent condition, you

are undone forever. If you betake yourſelves to any

fufficiency of your own, it will not help the cafe.
But
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here is your relief and encouragement : With God there

is forgiveness, that he may befeared, and with him is plen-

teous redemption. It is a faithful faying, and worthy of

all acceptation , that Chrift Jefus came tofave even the

chief offinners. If you are fenfible of your loft eſtate-

if you are burthened with the weight of your fin and

guilt-if you are folicitoufly enquiring after a deliver-

ance from the mifery you feel and fear, the Lord Jefus

Chrift is inviting you to come unto him, and fo doing he

will give you reft. Refolve therefore to commit your

fouls tothe righteoufnefs of Chrift for juftification, to

the influences of the bleffed fpirit for converfion and

fanctification , and rely only upon the riches of the free

mercy of God in Chrift, that the work of grace may be

carried on in your fouls with power, that you may be

tranflated into the kingdom of God's dear Son, and ob-

tain the falvation which is in Chrift Jefus, with eternal

glory.

4. Perfevere in a conftant and diligent attendance upon

all the means ofgrace, in order to have this change wrought

inyou. Though your deliverance from your miferable

condition entirely depends upon the fovereign grace of

God in Chrift, which you can neither merit nor have

any claim to, by any thing you do or can do ; yet you

muft feek it if you would find it. You must knock at

the door of mercy, if you would have it opened unto

you. It is God that muſt fprinkle you with clean water,

and make you clean ; from allyour filthiness, and from all

your idols he must cleanfe you : He must take away the

heart offtone, andgive you a heart offlesh : He must caufe

you to remember your own evil ways, and your doings that

are not good; and to loath yourſelves in your own fight,

for all your iniquities and for all your abominations .

for your Jakes will he do this for you, be it known unto you ;

but for his holy name's fake. But yet he will be enquired of

by you, to do thisfor you. Ezek. xxxvi . 25 , 37.- Be

therefore found watching at his gates, and waiting at the

pofts ofhis doors. Be found feeking God in all the ways

of his appointment, with utmoſt earneftneſs and dili-

Not
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gence. Whatever difcouragements you meet with, re

folve to perfevere in your unwearied application tothe

infinite mercy of God through Jefus Chrift. Refolve

that if he lay you, yet you will truſt in him; that if you

perish, you will perifh at his foot. Strive to enter în at

the ftrait gate. Be notflothful in this buſineſs ; but fervent

infpirit, Jeeking the Lord. Thus commit your ways to the

Lord, truft alfo in him, and you may hope that he will

bring it to pafs.

To conclude- Let fuch ofyou as have already expe-

rienced a converting change, give all the glory to the

free grace of God in Chrift, mourn the remains of in-

dwelling fin, pray for more and more of the fan&tifica-

tion of the fpirit, and diligently attend all the means of

edification.
1

>My beloved brethren, be ye stedfaſt, unmoveable, always

abounding in the work ofthe Lord: Forafmuch as ye know

that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.- Now the

grace ofour Lord Jefus Chrift be withyou all, AMEN.
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EPHESIANS ii. 4, 5,

But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith

heloved us, even when we were dead in fins , hath quicken-

ed us together with Chrift . By grace ye arefaved.

AVING, in the foregoing difcourfe, fomething

H diftinctly confidered the fad effects of our original

apoftacy, I am now led by the words before us, to take

notice ofthe methods of our recovery from the mifery,

death and ruin, which the fall has brought upon us.

In the text we have,

1. A reprefentation of our ſtate of nature in thefe

words, When we were dead infins. We are by our apofta-

cyfrom God, dead as to all the powers and faculties of

our fouls in their moral confideration : they are wholly

pollution and fin, and naturally incapable of any thing

that is fpiritually good . We are dead by a juſt ſentence

of the law of God. We are condemned already, and

the wrath ofGod abideth on us. And we are not only

fpiritually, but eternally dead, by the execution of that

terrible fentence upon our fouls, if infinite mercy doth

not ftep in to our reſcue and deliverance , as I have ob-

ferved in a former difcourfe.

2. Here is ſet before us the great change, which by

converfion iswrought on the foul : In that expreffion,
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Hath quickened us ; or, as it is elſewhere expreffed, hath

made us alivefrom the dead. The bleffed fpirit of God,

when he pleaſeth, renews our nature, fanctifies our affec-

tions, andfulfils in us the whole good pleasure of his good-

nefs. By his gracious operations upon our fouls, he mor-

tifies our corruptions, brings our finful appetites and

paffions into fubjection , and creates us anew in Chrift Jefus

untogood works, that we may walk in them. This makes a

great change inthe foul, fuch as may very aptly be com-

pared to a quickening, or refurrection from the dead.

3. Here is intimated the powerful efficiency, by which

this change is wrought, in thoſe words, together with

Chrift . As the almighty power of God was gloriouſly

exerted and difplayed, in the refurrection of our Lord

Jefus Chrift from the dead, fois the fame almighty pow-

er manifefted and magnified, in the refurrection of fin

nersfromtheir fpiritual death. Thus they are quickened

together with Chrift ; as truly quickened as he was, and

by the fame divine efficiency.

4. We have the motive unto, or the impulfive caufe

of this change, fuggefted in thoſe words, God who is

rich in mercy, for his great love, wherewith he loved us.

Bygraceare yefaved. There could be no motive out of

himfelf, nothing but his own infinite mercy, love and

grace, to excite his kind regards to fuch poor guilty

hell-deferving rebels as we are. Should he leave us all

under the guilt of our fins and the damning power of

our lufts, unto inevitable and remedilefs perdition, he

would be moſt juſt, and we moſt juftly miferable. We

ſhould have no caufe of complaint, ifhe ſhould beftow

no mercy upon any of us, for he owesus none, we have

nothing to claim but his juft difpleaſure. What then

but fovereign diftinguishing grace, looks upon any of

the fallen race of mankind while in their blood, and fays

unto them LIVE ? Whyis one, more than another, par-

taker of theſe quickening influences, but fromthe mere

good pleaſure of God's goodness ?

But that I may more diftinctly explain the words be-

us, I fhall endeavor to confider,
fore
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First, In what manner the ſpirit of God powerfully

quicken dead finners, and brings them into a ſtate of

fpiritual life.

Secondly, In what reſpect we are thus faved by the rich

mercy and grace of God.

I am then to confider,

I. In what manner the Spirit of God quickens dead fin-

ners, and brings them into a ftate offpiritual life.

To this I fhall in general obferve, that the principal

method by which this great change is wrought in the

heart of a finner by the fpirit of God, is his giving him a

realizing view ofthe great truths revealed in the word of

God, andenabling him tofee things as they are. It may be

fome prejudice against the doctrine of our fanctification

by the ſpecial influences of the fpirit of God upon our

hearts, that men may imagine, there is hereby intended

the infufion of fome new faculty into the foul, which it

had not before ; and that the new creation implies our

becoming a new fort of being, with refpect to the na-

tural powers and properties of the foul, which were not

before. But let it be confidered, that the fpirit of God

does no more in the converfion of a finner, than bring

him to the right exerciſe of thofe rational powers with

which he was born, give him a juft view of his greateſt

concerns, and enable him to act worthy of a reaſonable

being. Obferve this, and all the prejudices againſt the

doctrine before us are obviated, and vanifh away. Now

that this is the cafe, I fhall endeavor to fhew, bytaking

fome particular notice ofthe ufual progreffive fteps by

which a finner is brought out of a ftate of carnal fecurity,

to the poffeffion and exerciſe of the divine life :* And I

NOTE.

* ThoughI have, on another occafion, formerly endeavor.

ed to reprefent the methods ofthe bleffed Spirit's operations

in the converfion andfanctification ofafinner, in a difcourfe

bublifhed onthat fubject, the reader willfee the neceffity of

confidering theſe things over again in another view, in or-

der to clear up the cafe before me.
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:

think it will appear that the whole change is wrought

in him by ſpiritual illumination, by impreffing a right

view ofthings upon his mind, or by enabling him to at

reaſonably.

1. Then, if we confider the first change wrought in

a finner bythe ſpirit of God, it will appear to be no

more than his bringing him to realize his own miferable

condition, and fee it as it is. It is awfully certain from

the word ofGod, that every impenitentfinner is an e-

nemy to God, under à fentence of condemnation, and

an heir ofhell and eternal mifery. And it is equally cer-

tain, thatthe moſt of the world are eaſyand quiet, care-

lefs and fecure in this dreadful ftate. No means that

can poffibly be uſed, will put the moſt of mankind upon

a proper folicitude about their eternal welfare. The

moft awakening addreffes, that can be made them in the

name of the Lord, the moft furprizing alarms of God's

providence, the moſt pathetic and compaffionate intrea-

ties of their godly friends, have no effect upon them,

to ftop their career for hell and damnation. They will

yet fleep uponthe brink ofthe pit. They will yet run

upon the thick boffes ofGod's bucklers. They will yet in-

dulge their lufts, though they perifh forever. And

what isthe fource of this indolence, thoughtleffnefs, and

fecurity, but their want of a juft view of their ftate and

danger? Could they but realize theſe things, and fee

them as they are, they would fooner rufhupon a drawn

fword, or leap into a burning furnace, than farther in-

cenfe the eternal Majefty againft their fouls, and venture

upon everlafting damnation. But their mifery is, that

they have no feeling apprehenfion of theſe things. They

confider them but as the rumbling of remote thunder,

and as affairs ofno fpecial confequence to them ; and

thus they will confider them, unless the fpirit of God

fets homethe important concern upon their mind, and

gives them a lively fenfe of what they are doing, and

whither they are going. But if once the bleffed Spirit

undertakes the work, he will make the long neglected

and flighted means of grace effe&ual to open their eyes,
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that they may fee their ftate as it is. Though they

could before-fit under the most powerful miniftry from

year to year, without care , fear, or fenfible apprchenfion

of their danger ; yet now an ordinary fermon, or a par-

ticular paffage in a fermon, which perhaps they had

heard hundreds of times before without concern, fhall

awaken their fleepy confciences, and make them with

trembling and aftoniſhment cry out, What fhall I do to

befaved?-Why, what is the matter now ? Whence is

this wonderful change ? Why cannot the poor finner

do now as he was wont to do? Why cannot he go on

in his mirth and jollity , in his wordly purfuits and fen-

fual gratifications ? What means this darkneſs and dif

trefs, this melancholy countenance and folemn con-

cern ? Is this the man, that lately laughed at precife-

nefs ; that bantered ferious godlineſs, and ridiculed vi-

tal piety, as enthuſiaſm , or a heated imagination ?

Whence is henow as much an enthuſiaſt, as any ofthofe

whom he lately derided and fcoffed at ? Whence is he

now fo afraid of hell and damnation, that could lately

mock atfear, and laugh at the fhaking of God's fpear ?

This wonderful alteration is wholly wrought by the

almighty Spirit's impreffing a lively view of what the

fecure finner could have no feeling fenfe of before.

Nowhefees his fins, in their number, nature and aggra

vations. Now he fees his danger, and thence feels that

it is a fearful thing tofall into the hands of the living God.

He fees it in fuch a view, that he can be no longer

quiet and eafy, in fuch a ſtate of guilt and mifery.- But

this, though open to every one's obfervation, and plain-

ly visible from the word of God and the nature of

things, is what henever would have feen to purpoſe, un

lefs the Comforter had been fent to convince him offin.

And the reaton is affigned , 2 Cor. iv . 4. The God of

this world hath blinded the minds ofthem which believe not.

And Ifa. i. 3. Ifrael doth not know ; my people doth not

confider.

2. If we confider the cafe with refpect to a finner's

humiliation, the fpirit of God works this alfo in the

L
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foul, byfhewing him his ftate as it is ; and by givinghim

a realizing fight of his unworthiness of divine mercy,

of his fpiritual impotency, and utter inability to help

himſelf. Theſe are indeed truths plainly revealed in

fcripture, as well as neceffary deductions from the light

of nature. By both theſe it is clearly manifeft, that we

are guilty creatures, and thereby obnoxious to the

wrath of God ; that we are imperfect creatures, and

therefore cannot fulfil the demands ofthe law of nature ;

much less can we make fatisfaction for our paft offences,

But though theſe things are in themſelves evident as

the light, they have no impreffion upon the minds ofthe

generality of mankind. Though deferving nothing but

deftruction and death, they are as eafy and fecure, as

though they had a title to God's favor, and a claim to

eternal happineſs. Though utterly incapable to change

their own hearts, or to deferve that God fhould do it

forthem,they are yet attempting their falvation in their

ownfirength, if they attempt it at all ; and being ignorant

ofGod's righteousness, they go about to establish their own

righteoufnefs, not fubmitting themfelves to the righteoufneſs

of God. Even thoſe who are convinced of their guilt

and danger, are ufually ftruggling after deliverance in

their own ftrength ; and betaking themſelves to feme

felf-righteous refuge or other. And thus in their high-

eft attainments, will they continue to compafs themfelves

about withSparks of their own kindling, till the ſpirit of

grace by his powerful influences humble them at God's

foot ; and fhew them that they are poor, and miſer able,

and wretched, and blind, and naked. And how is this

done, but by giving them a fight of their cafe as it is ?

They had a doctrinal knowledge before, that they were

finful, guilty, helpless, and hopeleſs in themſelves : But

this had no fpecial influence upon their affections, or

their conduct . But when they have a feeling fenſe of

this, it must bring them low. They now fee their fin

and guilt, that there is no refting in their preſent con-

dition. They fee the defects of their duties, that theſe

cannot recommend them to God's favor. They fee
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their own impotency, that they cannot take away the

heart of flone out of their flesh ; and give themſelves a

heart of flesh. They fee the ftrict demands of

God's law, that it is impoffible to come up to them.

They fee the purity and holiness of God's nature, that

he cannot lock upon fin and finners with approbation .

They fee that they have no capacity to help themselves,

though they are utterly undone in their prefent condi-

tion. And what is the neceffary refult of a realizing

fight of fuch a loft , helplefs, perifhing condition, but

that, Pfal. cxxx . 3. Ifthou, Lord, fhouldft mark iniquity,

O Lord, who shouldft hand? Or that, Neh. ix. 15.
Be-

hold, we are before thee in our trefpalles ; for we cannot

fand before thee, because ofthis ! What fhould be the re-

fult ofthis profpect , but that they lie at God's footstool,

as condemned malefactors, having nothing to plead,

fave unmerited and forfeited mercy, why fentence ſhould

not be executed upon them, to their eternal confuſion !

3. In the fame manner, is a convinced finner brought

to a folicitous enquiry after an intereft in Chrift. This

alfo is wrought in him, by a lively view of his caſe

as it is.
We are all indeed from our earlieſt age , in-

doctrinated in this effential article of the Chriftian

faith, That there is not falvation in any other but Chrift,

and that there is no other name under heaven and among

men, whereby we must be saved. And yet the moſt of

the world are whole, and need not the phyfician. They

are more concerned about any thing elſe, than about an

intereft in Chrift. It is beyond human art and means,

to make them at all folicitous about this great falvation,

though they know that their eternal welfare depends.

upon it. And what can be the reaſon, that this madness

is in the hearts of men? Can condemned perifhing fin-

ners be unconcerned, about the only method of elcape

from eternal damnation Can they fet more value by

their lufts and pleaſures, by the world and its vanities,

and even by the meereft trifles imaginable, than by

Chrift and his faving benefits ? Can they rather choofe

to perifh eternally, and to lofe all the glories of the hea-
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venly world, than to come to Chrift, that they might have.

life? How aftonishing foever this conduct appears, it is

vifiblythe cafe of the world ofmankind in general . And

what reafon can poffibly, be imagined of fuch unparal-

leled ftupidity, but this, that they have not, they can-

not have, while under the power of a blind and carnal

mind, any realizing view of this great concern ? Could

they but fee their cafe as it is, a condemned malefactor

could as cafily fet light by a pardon, or a drowning

man by deliverance as thefe perishing finners by an of-

fered Saviour. We accordingly find, that when the

Spirit of God comes upon them with his illuminations,

and opens their eyes to fee their mifery and impotency,

they can be no longer carelefs about an intereft in

Chrift. They can no longer make excufes ; andgotheir

way, one to hisfarm, and another to his merchandize. They

can no longer amufe themſelves with divers lufts and

pleafures; and forget their neceffity of Chrift and his

falvation. No ! they have now nothing fo much at

heart, as the fecuringan intereft in this bleffed Saviour.

Now this thought lies down and rifes with them,

What must I doto be faved ? How fhall I obtain an in-

tereft in Chrift ? Now their diflreffed fouls are groan-

ing out thefe pathetic defires-O for an interest in

Chrift ! Let me have Chrift, what ever I want !—The

world now with all its blandifhments, all its riches and

glory, dwindles to nothing in the eyes of fuch an hum-

bledfinner, when compared with this excellent and need-

ed Saviour. I may appeal to every one that has been tru-

ly converted to God , atan age of obfervation , whether

they have not experienced theſe things in their own

hearts. And indeed thefe operations of the mind arefo

rational, that it would be in the nature of things im-

poffible we thould neglect a moft active concern about

an intereft in Chrift, if the eyes of our underſtanding

wereenlightened. But alas ! The lightshines in dark-

nefs ; and the darkneſs comprehendeth it not. We fee by

experience, that men never do, never will fhew them-

felves thoroughly in earneft about this everlasting con-
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cern, till the ſpirit of God open their eyes, and turn them

from darkness to light ; and that when they are thus illu-

minated, they cannot do otherwife. This wonderful

change in men's defires and purfuits, is a neceffary con-

fequence of divine illumination , and of a juſt and rea-

fonable view ofthings. Without this, they cannot at-

tain it ; with this they cannot fail of it. To this there-

fore the apostle afcribes it. 2. Cor. iv. 6. For God who

commandedthe light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hathſhined in

ourhearts, to give the light ofthe knowledge of the glory of

God, in the face of Jefus Chrift.

4. In the fame manner alfo is the actual converfion

of a finner accompliſhed. In order to this, the ſpirit

of God gives him a realizing fight ofthe fulness andfuf-

ficiency that there is in Chrift ; and of his willingneſs

and readiness to fave him the attainments before de-

fcribed, do not neceffarily imply a faving converfion to

God. Though theſe are the influences of the bleffed.

Spirit, they are not his ſpecial and faving operations.

The finner is not brought into a ſtate of favor with

God, till he accepts a tendered Saviour upon his own

terms. It is by receiving him, that we have the power to

becomethefons ofGod. The first act of faving faith is

that converfion, by which the finner effectually turns

from fin to God, paffes from death to life, and becomes

intereſted in Chrift and all his faving benefits. Now,

which way is the finner brought to this, but by an im-

preffed lively difcovery ofthings as they are ?-By a live-

ly fight of his fin and danger, powerfully applied to his-

mind and confcience, and appearing as it is, he is awak-

ened to an earneft inquiry after the way of falvation..

By a clear difcovery of his unworthinefs and impotence,

he is brought to the footstool of God's fovereignty, and

to an earnest defire ofan intereft in Chrift ; as lobferv-

ed before. But here the foul is of en plunged into great-

eft darkneſs and diſtreſs : his guilt flares him in the face ;.

he fees he has no claim to mercy, nothing that can in-

title him to it ; he has been fruggling in vain, to

mortify his corruptions, to enliven his affections, andi

L.2.
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to do fomething to recommend himſelfto God's favor ;

and is now perhaps ready to give up the cafe, as helpless

and hopeless ; he cannot fee how God can have mercy

upon fuch a guilty, polluted, hard-hearted, hellish fin-

ner, ashe is. Propofe tohim the only remedy for fuch

loft finners ; and how many objections will lay in the

way ! How many arguments will he bring againſt be-

lieving in Chrift ; from his own unworthiness and want

of qualifications to come to him; from the decrees of

God; fromhis having finned away the day of grace, &

the like ; even till he runs into deſpair, unleſs the Spirit

of God difperfe the dark cloud, and give him a right

view ofredeeming mercy ! But when once fuch a dif

treffed foul fees this as it is , when once he has an im-

preffed fenfe of gofpel grace, and is brought to fee in-

deed, that he is invited to come to Chrift, notwithſtand-

ing all his guilt and unworthiness ; and that this preci-

ous Saviour is able and willing to beftow all that ſalva-

tion upon him, whichhe ftands in need of, then his ob-

jections are filenced ; and he cannot refrain from hear-

tily complying with the offer. Then he can commit

his foul to him ; for he fees that there is utmoſt ſafety

in doing it. Then he can depend upon him as the au-

thor of his eternal falvation ; for he fees that he has no

whither elfe to go, and that Chrift has the words of eternal

life.

It is remarkable, that the fcriptures every where an-

nex falvation to faith , and to the belief ofthe truth ;

and we are told, 1 John v. 1. Whosoever believeth that

Jefus is the Chrift, is born ofGod. But what are we to

underſtand by this belief? Will a cold and inactive al-

fent to this truth intereft us in Chrift and his falvation ?

No! Faith isthefubftance of things hopedfor, and the evi-

dence ofthings not feen. Heb. xi. 1. In which is more

than a bare affeat implied. It implies fuch a realizing

view as makes all the offers of falvation by Chrift cer-

tain, and his purchaſed benefits prefent to the believer.

And when a weary and heavy-laden foul hath ſuch a

fight ofthe fulness and fufficiency, of the kindneſs and
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compaffion of Chrift ; and of his willingneſs to ſave

him upon his coming to him, as makes this comfort-

able truth as it were perfonally prefent to his mind ;

when he has fuch a view that this Saviour is offered

freely to him, without money, and without price ; it is im

poffible for him to do otherwife than confent to fuch

reafonable terms of falvation. How can he refufe his

confent to theſe terms, when his diſtreſs of foul had be-

fore prepared him for a compliance with any terms of

obtaining God's favor ? It is impoffible for himto do

otherwife than fet the higheſt value by fuch a Saviour,

when hehas this fight, that grace here and glory here-

after is implied in his intereft in Chrift. It is impoffi-

ble for him to do otherwiſe than have his dependence

upen Chrift only, whenhe has this fight, that in him all

fulness dwells, and that there is no fafety any where elſe.

But I hope, if God will, more particularly to deſcribe

atrue faving faith. I am now only endeavoring to fhew,

that the Spirit of God works this grace in us by illumi-

nating our minds ; andgiving us a right exercife of our

underſtandings.

5. The Spirit ofGod does likewife carry on the work

of grace in a believer's fanctification, by continued

views of fpiritual things as they are. By faith, the foul

is united to the Lord Jefus Chrift ; and becomes one

fpirit with him. By faith, believers have an intereft

in all the benefits of Chrift's Redemption. They have

thereby a claim to all the promifes of the covenant of

grace, and may fafely and confidently depend upon the

faithfulneſs of God, that he willgive them grace and glo-

ry; that they shall be kept by his power, through faith unto

falvation; that he who hath begun a goodworkin them, will

perform it unto the day ofJefus Chrift ; that he whoSpar-

ed not his own Son, but delivered him up for them all, will

with him alfo freely give them all things ; and that upon

their believng in Chrift, out oftheir bellies fhall flow rivers

ofliving water. And what way is this glorious work

ofgrace carried on in the foul, but by the continued af-

fiftances of the bieffed fpirit to act reafonably and to
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maintain a lively apprehenfion and impreffion of invifi-

ble realities ? How comes the believer to hate every falſe

way; but by a lively view of the vilenefs and unrea-

fonableness of finning against God ? What excites him

to live in the love of God; but a realizing impreffion

of the excellency of his nature, the infinite value of his

favor, and the endearing attractives of his goodneſs,

kindness and compaffion ? What makes him in love

with holiness ; but a ſenſible diſcovery of its internal

beauty and agreeablenefs to a reaſonable being ? How

comes he weaned from the world ; but by a true fight

of its vanity, and utter infufficiency to fatisfy the de-

fires of an immortal nature ? How come his affections

placed upon the things above ; but from a like diſcovery.

ofthe value and importance of things unfeen and eter-

nal?What is communion with God ; but a juſt impreſ

fion of what pertains to God and godlinefs ? And what

the evidences of God's favor ; but a realizing fight of

the actings of grace in our fouls, and of the truth ofthe

invitations and promifes of the golpel ? The extraordi

nary influences of the ſpirit in his immediate commu-

nications of light and joy to the believer, are but ftill

a brighter difcovery of things as they are. In a word,

in whatever afpect this cafe is confidered, what I am

pleading for will, I think, appear to be truth. The

whole work offanctification is carried on by illumina-

tion, andby the foul's being brought, through the influ-

ences of God's fpirit, to the exercife of knowledge and

underſtanding ; and to this the apoſtle afcribes it. Eph.

i. 17, 18. That the God ofour Lord Jefus Chrift, the Fa-

ther of Mercy, may give unto you the Spirit of wisdom and

revelation, in the knowledge of him : The eyes ofyour un-

derflanding being enlightened, that you may know what is

the hope of his calling ; and what the riches of the glory of

his inheritance in the faints.

Upon the whole, I cannot fee that the fpirit of God

does in any other manner work this wonderful change

inthe hearts offinners, than by giving them a juft view

of things as they are, by bringing them to act reafona,-
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bly, worthy the dignity oftheir rational nature, and the

intellectual powers they are endued with. By this he

conquers the enmity to God there is in their hearts ;

and brings them from the power of their lufts , of Sa-

tan, and the world, into the fear and favor of God. By

openingtheir eyes, he turns themfrom darkness to light , and

from the power of Satan unto God, that they may have an

inheritance among those that are fanctified.

If it be objected, That the will must be changed and

renewed, as well as the understanding enlightened , in

the converfion of a finner ; that the fpirit of God works

in us bothto will and to do of his good pleafure ; and Chrift's

people must be made willing in the day of his power : This

is readily granted. But the quellion is-In what man-

ner is the will changed ; and how doth the Lord Jefus

Christ bring the flubborn obdurate will of the finner in-

to fubjection to himfelf? To this I anfwer as before-

By giving them a realizing affecting fight of things as

they are. It is impoffible for a reafonable beingtodo

otherwife than will what appears to be, in all circum-

ftances, beft for him and most agreeable and deſirable to

him. Did therefore carnally fecure finners fee things

as they are ; did they realize to themfelves the folly

and danger of their lufts, the mifery of an unconverted

ftate, their need of a Saviour, the excellency of Chrift,

the advantage of an intereft in him, the benefits of a

life of religion with refpect both to this world and that

to come: I fay, did they fee thele things in a juft and

powerful light, their wills would neceffarily be chang-

ed. They would no longer chooſe the way to deftruc

tion and death, before the path of life and peace. They

would no longer venture eternal damnation, rather

than accept ofhappiness here and forever. We are not

therefore to fuppofe, that the ſpirit of God properly

puts any force upon men's inclinations, when he changes

their wills. The will admits no violence. He does

but givethem a true difcovery, a realizing view andpow-

ful impreffion ofwhat isbeltfor them ; andthat neceſſarily

determines their choice. Let finners, ifthey can, be will-
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Let

ingtorush upon the pikes ofGod's difpleafure, when the

fpirit, byftrong convictions and illuminations,gives them

a full and clear fight of their fins, and of the flaming

vengeance that hangs over their guilty heads .

them , if they can, refufe a tendered Saviour, when

they are brought to fee their extreme neceffity of him,

with his fulnefs, fufficiency and readineſs to fave them.

Or let them, ifthey can , chooſe the ſervice of fin and

Satan before the fervice of God, when they have a feel-

ing fenfe of the danger and mifery of the one, and the

excellency, defirablenefs& fafety ofthe other. In a word,

though men may have the greatest degree of a doctrinal

knowledge, inthe thingsnow treated of, understand them

well, difcourfe of them rationally and diftinctly, and re-

receive them for truth, without any change oftheir wills

and affections ; yetifthrough thefpirit they had any lively

and affecting apprehenfions of thefe unfeen and eternal

concerns, they muft of neceffity have an influence up-

on their hearts and lives, proportionable to the kind

and degree of the light impreffed on their minds.

Though a notional knowledge of these things will ferve

no otherpurpoſe, but to leave the finner the more inex-

cufable ; yet when the fpirit of God fets them home

with power upon the foul, in their own proper light

and evidence, this profpect cannot fail of a bleffed effect .

But it is time I fhould proceed to confider,

II. Inwhat refpe&t this quickening andfandlifying change

is to be attributed tothe rich mercy andgrace of God.

And here let it be obſerved,

.I. This is tobe afcribed to the riches of divine grace

with refpeft to the fovereignty of God, in diftinguiſh-

ing fome from the reft ofthe world of mankind, in the

application ofthe benefits of Chrift's redemption to their

fouls. There is nothing more vifible to every obferver,

than the dreadful fecurity and ftupidity, neglect of

Chrift and falvation , chargeable upon the far greateſt

part of thoſe who enjoy the best advantages for their

eternal welfare. How fad and melancholy is the re

flection, that fuch multitudes of thoſe who are lifted up
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to heaven by their privileges, muft yet be cast down to

hell and nothing that is or can be done for them in

the uſe ofthe beſt means whatſoever, will prevent their

final and eternal ruin ! And whence is it, that all the

world, without difference, are not boldly going on in

the fame paths of deſtruction and death ? Whence is it,

that there are any ofthe race of Adam brought to fee

their danger, to enquire the way of falvation ; and to

betake themſelves to Chrift for refuge :-Is it from any

fuperior natural powers, that they thus become wife

to falvation ? Conftant experience fhews us that God

hath chofen the foolish things ofthe world, to confound the

wife ; andthe weak things ofthe world, to confound the things

that are mighty. Is it fromthe enjoyment of better means

and external advantages for their fouls internal intereſt ?

Do not we daily fee, that under the very fame ordi-

nances and providences of God one is taken and another

left ? Is it from their more innocent and regular lives

and converfations ? How often do we fee fcandalous

and flagitious finners favingly converted to God, when

others that are free from fuch grofs pollutions, remain

in unbelief, and live on in the neglect of Chrift and his

offered falvation ? Publicans and harlots enter into the

kingdom of heaven , when Scribes and Pharifees are ſhut

out. Is it from better education ? Whence then is this

difference in the children of the fame family ? Is it from

a better natural diſpoſition ? —Alas ! every unfanctified

carnal mindis enmity againſt God, it is notfubjectto thelawof

God ; neither indeed can be. What cauſe then can this

poffibly be afcribed to, but that which is affigned by our

bleffed Lord ? Matth. xi . 25, 26.— I thank thee, O Fa-

ther, Lord of heaven and earth, becaufe thou haft hid theſe

thingsfrom the wife and prudent, and revealed them unto

babes. Even fo, Father, forfo it feemedgoodin thy fight.-

God is abfolutely fovereign in the difpofal of his own.

benefits. He beftows them when, where, and how he

pleaſeth. He will have mercy on whom he will have mercy.

He makes known the mystery ofhis will , according to his

good pleasure, which he hathpurpofed in himself. Eph. i , 9 .
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-What reafon therefore have thofe that are effectually

called, to admire and adore the infinite riches of the fo-

vereign free grace of God to them, in diftinction from

fo many others, that continue in their fin and guilt, in

a ftate of death and perdition !-Who has made them to

differ? What have they that they did not receive ? What

was there inthem more than in others, that could excite

the divine compaffion ? Had they not the fame corrupt

nature, the fame enmity to God, the fame hardness of

heart, the fame, if not greater, degrees of fin and guilt,

that are found in the unfanctified world ? And has God

paffed by them when in their and, faid unto them,

live, while fuch multitudes of others, as good by nature

as they, are like to perish eternally ? O the riches ofthe

free diftinguifhing grace of God ! What manner oflove

hath the Father beflowed upen them, that they should be call-

ed the children of God? What cauſe have they now tobe-

gin'the eternal anthem, To him that hath loved us, and

washed usfrom ourfins in his own blood, and made us kings

and priefs unto God and his Father, to him be glory and

dominion for ever and ever, Amen.

2. The converfion of a finner is a difplay ofthe rich

mercy and free grace of God, on account of the ftrong

oppofition there is in the hearts offinners to this change.

This oppofition to vital piety is every where viſible, in

the unfuccefsfulness of the means of grace, and in all

the fruitless endeavors, that are uſed to perfuade men to

turn and live. All that can be done by the faithful mi-

nifters of Chrift, will not prevail with a great part of

mankind, fo much as ferioufly to confider thofe con-

cerns that are of infinite importance to their fouls.

And what but the enmity of their natures to God and

godlinefs, can be the cauſe of this ftupidity and infen-

fibility ? They have the fame natural powers to confi-

der their eternal intereft, which the believer exerciſes

to his everlaſting advantage ; and yet they cannot receive

the things of the fpirit of God; but they are foolishness to

them. And whence is this impotency but from a foun-

tain of enmity and oppofition in their hearts ? They are
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trongly attached to their lufts and fenfual gratifica-

tions ; and therefore will not realize to themſelves, that

thefe will inthe conclufion , fling like a ferpents andbite

like an adder. Their affections are glued to the world

and its vanities ; they therefore will not allow them-

felves any fuitable and folemn reflections upon the ſhort-

nefs, the emptineſs and vexation of theſe enſnaring

amufements. They have a natural averſation to a ſpi-

ritual and heavenly life ; and therefore cannot dwell in

the views of thofe things that are unfeen and eternal ;

nor at the utmoſt proceed further, than to a form of

godliness, without the power. The way of falvation

by Chrift is fo contrary to the proud and felf-righteous

difpofition of their fouls, that they cannot fee any come

linefs in him, that they ſhould defire him. They arefoim-

merfed in the affairs of time and fenfe, that they will not

allow themſelves leifure for any deliberate thought and

concern about an eternal world. Though they maybe

reafoned into an acknowledgment, that this their way is

their folly, how quickly does the confideration vanifh

and the fenfual appetite recover its dominion ?,

Though they may be awakened to fome temporary con-

cern about their ſtate, by the ordinances or providences

of God ; fuch are the rooted prejudices in their hearts

againſt a religious life, that the dogfoon returns to his vo

mit; and the fow that is washed, to her wallowing in the

mire.

In a word,they are underthe dominion of fin, and the

empire of Satan ; and as long as the ftrength of their

own corruptions, in concert with all the powers ofhell,

can keep the palace, they will enjoy their lufts in peace.

There muſt be one ſtronger than the strong man armed, to

takefrom him the amour wherein he trufleth ; and divide

the spoil. This is manifeftly the cafe of every unrege-

nerate man. What a powerful work of divine grace

muft it therefore be, to bear down this oppofition , to

bring theſe mad men to their reaſon*; and bow their

fouls into fubjection to the Lord Jefus Chrift ! How

wonderful is this grace ofGod, to exercife fuch compaf-

M
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fion to their fouls, while they are enemies both to him

and themſelves ! The mercy of God does herein ſhine

with peculiar glory, that it not only enlightens the eyes

of the blind ; but of thole that are voluntarily and ob-

ftinately fo, that do and will refuſe a recovery, until he

anointsthem with his eye -falve, that they may Jee ! This

will be the ſubject of the eternal admiration of the re-

deemed, that when they were enemies , they were reconciled to

Godbythe death ofhis Son. Rom. v. 10.

售
3. The riches of God's free grace appear in a finner's

converfion, in that none can have any claimto the fanc-

tifying influences ofthe bleffed Spirit, by any thing they

can do. If we confider the whole race of mankind, in

our apoftate circumſtances, what was there in us more

than in the angels that fell, to excite the divine compaf-

fion ? What was there in us, that could incline the blef-

fed Redeemer to take upon him, not the nature ofangels,

but thefeed ofAbraham? Could guilt and pollution, could

enmity to God, and vile ſenſual affections and appetites,

intitle us to the favor of God, and the infinite love of

the glorious Redeemer? If we confider the gofpelized

world, as diftinguiſhed from thoſe that fit in darkness and

Jee no light, but are perifhingfor lack ofvifion, whence is

this difference ? Were they not all the offspring of the

fame ungrateful rebel all under the power of the fame

original corruption, and all in the fame manner guilty

before God ? What therefore but infinite free grace, has

diftinguiſhed us from the darkeft corners of the earth ?

If we confider this with refpect to the elect of God,

what out of God himſelf could be an eternal motive to

chooſe them from the reſt ofthe world, to be the heirs

of eternal glory? What qualification has he feen in

them, who were nothing but fin and defilement, to re-

commend them to his fanctifying and faving mercy ?

What have they done, or what can they do in their un-

fanctified ftate, that can give any title to the grace of

God ? Withoutfaith it is impoffible to please God. Can un-

believers intitle themfelves to God's favor, while it is im-

poffible they fhould pleaſe him ?
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Ifany ſhould pretend, that God has promiſed to be-

ftow fanctifying grace upon thoſe that diligently feek it ;

that he has promiſed to thofe which feek, that theyfhall

find; and tothofe which knock that the door ofmercyfhall

be opened unto them. I fhall not difpute, whether theſe

fhould be confider as promiſes madeto unfanctified per-

fons, or directions to be found in the way of life, and

gracious encouragements to diligence in duty ; for at

prefent I cannot but think, that in which foever of

theſe views fuch texts of fcripture are confidered, the

confequence will be the fame ; and that iftheſe are con-

fidered as promifes, no unconverted finner can fo far

comply with the condition , as to have a title to the be-

nefit offuch promifes. None can, I think, pretend, that

thefe promifs are made to an idle, flothful and inter-

mittent performance ofduty. And will the mere pow-

ers of nature ever carry any man fo far, as to be con-

ftant, fervent, and perfevering in all the ways of known

duty -None can pretend, that thefe promifes are made

to an hypocritical performance of duty ; to thofe that

flater God with their lips, and lie to him with their tongues,

while their hearts arefarfrom him. And can any unfanc-

tified perfon be hearty and fincere in all his religious

performances ?-None can pretend, that thefe promifes

are made to fuch who bring their lufts with them to

God in all their approaches before him. No furely ! If

they regard iniquity in their hearts , the Lord will not hear

them. And is any unfanctified perfon capable to keep

his luft alwaysin fubjection, and to approach the prefence

of God with a hatred to everyfalfe way, when it is always

true of them all, that their heart is deceitful above all

things, and defperately wicked ?—Ifit behere urged, that

God has given a promiſe of grace to thoſe who feek it as

well as they can ; and that they therefore have a claim

to it, upon the terms of uſing their beft endeavors to

obtain it I muft yet obferve, that no unfanctified per-

fon ever came up, even to thefe low terms.-Can any

of them pretend, that they have always gone as far as

they could, in watching over their hearts, in keeping
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out of the way oftemptation, in bridling their lufts, in

attending upon all known duties, and in being ferious

and affectionate in their performance of them ? If not,

how have they a title to mercy for doing as well as they

can -If it be further urged, that God has promiſed to

overlook our imperfections ; and to bestow grace upon

us in the way of feeking it, notwithſtanding the great

defects of our duties : I enquire, Where is the promiſe

tobe found, that God will overlook the imperfections

of Chriftless finners ? They are under the law, which

eaufeth every one that continues not in all things to do them.

Gal, iii. 1o. Chrift has indeed purchaſed for believers,

that their imperfect performances fhall be accepted,

through the merit of his atonement and interceffion.-

But how does that affect the cafe of unconverted finners,

who have no intereft in Chrift, nor in the benefits of

his redemption ; and can therefore have no claim to

mercyupon his account ?-Upon the whole then, it is

moft evident, that the converfion of a finner is offove-

reign free grace ; what God without injuſtice can deny

to any man in the world ; and what none have any

right to by any poffible qualification of their own. And

every partaker of this unfpeakable gift has caufe, with

higheft admiration, to fay asthe apostle, The grace ofour

Lord was exceeding abundant, withfaith and love which is

in Chrift Jefus.

Ifit be objected, that if this doctrine be true, it is in

vainfor unconvertedfinners toſeekfor grace, fince they have

no claim to it when they have done all they can ; and it is

impertinent, to press the duties of religion upon them, when

their utmoſt endeavors will give them no title to ſalvation.

I answer, the apoftle improves this argument the quite

contrary way.
Phil. ii. 12, 13. Work out your ownfal-

vation with fear and trembling: For it is God that work-

eth in you both to will and to do, of his good pleafure. If

God only can beftow grace upon us, we fhould be the

more in earnest to obtain it from him. If we have no

elaim to mercy, we fhould the more humbly proſtrate

our fouls at God's footflool, pleading for acceptance
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through the merits of the great Redeemer. Would it

be just reaſoning- in a condemned malefactor, becauſe

none but his offended fovereign can pardon his offence,

reprieve him from execution, and restore him to his for.

feited favor, that therefore he will not petition himfor

it? Would it be just reaſoning in a miferable beggar,

becauſe he muſt die and perish with hunger, if the rich

man, at whofe door he lies, will not extend his unde-

ferved charity to him, that therefore he will not aſk an

alms of him to fave his life ? We are condemned male-

factors, what need have we therefore to feek a reprieve

at the footstool of divine grace, where it can only be

hoped for ? We are perishing with hunger, what need

have we therefore to repair to our Father's houfe, where

there is bread enough and to pare ? Werethere but a mere

poffibility of mercy, it were fufficient incentive to the

moſt active endeavors, fince there is no hope of it in a-

ny other way. God can beftow grace upon us if he

pleaſeth. A word from him is fufficient to change our

hearts, fanctify our affections, and qualify us for eternal

falvation ; and this is what all the angels in heaven, and

men upon earth cannot do for us. To whom then shatt

we go, but to Him who has the words of eternal life ? Sin-

ners do not know indeed that he will do this for them ;

but they do know they muft perish, if he does not be-

ſtow his falvation upon them ; and they know nothing

to the contrary, but that they may obtain , ifthey feek

it. They have now all the encouragement to feek, that

any others have ever had, who have fought and obtain-

ed. And will they fit ftill and perish, becauſe God is a

fovereign benefactor, that may do what he will with

his own benefits?

-

I add to this, that God has given gracious invitations

unto finners, to feek the renewing and fanctifying influ-

ences of his bleffed fpirit. He hath not faid to thefeed of

Facob, feekye me in vain. How many offers of mercy

are made in the gospel, to every one without difference,

that are found watching at Chrift's gates, and waiting at

the pofts of his doors ? If their own attainments will not

M 2
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give them a claim and title to fanctifying grace, they

will yet put them in that way in which alone it is to

be had, and in which they are encouraged to hope, that

their labor will not be in vain. They cannot indeed de-

ferve it, do what they can ; but is it not as well to re-

ceive it offovereign mercy as of merit ? They cannot

claim it on account of their own performances ; but is

it not as well to receive it on account of the merits of

the great Redeemer ? They may be, and it is beſt they

fhould be, afraid, left theyfail of the grace of God ; but

if they have a heart to feek it in earneſt, to feek it upon

the terms propofed in the gospel, and to perfevere in

thus feeking it, they may hope that God will, for his

own name's fake, though not for their fake or for their

duties or defervings, make good to them all the graci-

ous words of encouragement given them in the gospel.

What then ſtands in the way of their most active induf-

try, but the pride and naughtiness of their hearts ?.

Should condemned rebels ftand upon terms with their

prince, in order to their acceptance of his pardon ? Is

it not enough that pardon is to be hopedfor upon their

petition, though they neither do nor can deferve it ? If

they will refufe to feek it upon the gracious offer, be-

cauſe they cannot claim it as due to them, let juftice be

done ; they must receive the deferved reward oftheir

rebellion and foolish contumacy. Soif finners will ra-

ther make their damnation fure, than feek and hope for

mercy at the hand of God, upon fuch bleffed encourage-

ment as is given them in the goſpel, they muſt even be

left to their unhappy choice ; they must be left to re-

pent their madnels when it is too late.

It maybe further objected againſt this doctrine, That

it takesfrom man all freedom of will, and renders him a

mere machine, incapable ofall moral good, even as if he

were a tree or a beast.

I have faid fomething to this objection in a former

difcourfe, and endeavoured to fhew the impropriety of

all thedebates, with which the church has been harraf-

fed, about the freedom or want of freedom in the wilk
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of man.

་

The queſtion ought not to be-Whether the

willbefree ? but whether the man be free ; and whe-

7ther the prefent doctrine does neceffarily deny, even to

- unregenerate men, full freedom in all their moral con-

duct -Having' fpoken fo particularly to this cafe be-

fore, I need not enlarge upon it now. I fhall therefore

onlypurpoſe a few queries to the objector, which will,

I think, be fufficient to illuftrate the cafe. And,

1. I enquire, whether anirreligious life does not ap-

pear moft defirable to an unfanctified perfon, and whe-

ther he can refrain chooſing ſuch a life, while it does

appear fo?-If it does not appear most defirable , why

does he chooſe it ? If it does appear moſt deſirable, how

can he decline choofing it, until he has another and bet-

ter view of things ? Te chooſe what does not appear

moft defirable,ornot to chooſe what doesappear moft de-

firable, is a contradiction in terms, and implies to will

and not to will at the fame time, and inthe fame respect.

2. I enquire, whetherfreedom confifts in acting con-

trary to our inclinations, or inacting agreeable to them ?

-Iffreedom confifts in acting contrary to our inclina-

tions, then freedom and conftraint are the fame thing ;

for no man acts contrary to his inclinations but by con-

ftraint. If freedom confifts in acting agreeable to our

inclinations, then unconverted finners are in a flate

of freedom, for they always act in their moral conduct

as they incline to act. Ifthey have fome tranfient in-

clinations to a better conduct, yet the moft powerful and

prevailing inclinations of their minds are to do as they

do.

3. I enquire whether it is poffible that an uncon-

verted finner, while fuch, can comply with the terms

of falvation, and yet remain in a ftate of freedom ? Ev-

ery unconverted finner is an unbeliever ; or in other

words, he is unwilling to accept ofthe Lord Jefus Chrift

upon gofpel-terms. To be willing to accept of the Lord

Jefus Chrift upon his own terms, is a true faving faith ;

and can be affirmed of none but thofe who are favingly

converted to God. Iftherefore an unfanctified perfor
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does comply with the terms of falvation, he does it

against his will : and where then is his freedom ? To

act freely and unwillingly, at the fame time and inthe

fame refpect, is the most glaring contradiction ; as was

hinted before.

4. I enquire, whether it is not confiftent with the

moft abfolute freedom, to have fuch new views ofthings,

as change our wills and affections ? It is moft evident,

that a rational and free agent must act according to his

prefent view ofthings. He must chooſe what appears

moft defirable to him ; and his freedom confiſts in no-

thing elfe, but in acting voluntarily, or according to

his inclinations. Whence it follows, that impenitent

finners, while fuch, muft neceffarily purſue the grati

fication of their lufts : For thefeappear moft defirable ;

and are therefore the objects oftheir choice. But then

on the contrary, when the fpirit of God gives thema

newprofpect and a juft apprehenfion ofthings, the fame

finful and fenfual purfuits, that before appeared moſt

plealant and delightful, do now appear moft hateful

and burthenfome ; the fame ways ofpiety and holiness,

that were before their averfation , are now become in-

finitelymore defirable in their eyes, than all the plea-

fures of fenfe. Thefe therefore must neceffarily become

the objects of their choice. And is there not in both

cafes the greatest freedom ? The finner acts moſt freely,

in choofing what his darkened underſtanding and viti-

ated appetites reprefent to him most worthy of his

choice. The convert acts moſt freely, when his en-

lightened underſtanding gives him a contrary view of

things ; and repreſents the objects of his former detef-

tation and abhorrence, to be moft worthy of his deſire

and delight. While on the other hand, neither the

one nor the other would exercife any freedom at all, if

they did not choofe, as they do, what upon their prefent

view ofthings appears moſt deſirable. How vain there.

fore and frivolous is that pretence, that the fovereignty

of God's efficacious grace infringes the liberty of the

creature ! How is it inconfiftent with human liberty,
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for a manto be convinced of a former miftake, and in-

duced by fuch a conviction to a different temper and

conduct! To have his underſtanding enlightened to fee

things, which he did not fee before ; to have new views

and impreffions of objects ; and to be affifted and enabled

to act conformably thereto ; that is , to act reaſonably,

and to fhew himfelf a man ! It might be as juftly pre-

tended, that a liberal education is inconfiftent with free-

dom , in that it gives new profpects to the enlightened

understanding ; and confequently new defires, inclina-

tions and delights.

But I haften to make ſome improvement ofwhat has

been faid. And here,

USE I. This teaches us the dreadful danger of placing

any confidence or dependence upon any attainments of

our own, for falvation. By grace are ye faved, through

faith; and that not of yourſelves, it is the gift of God.

What then will become of all thofe inthe day of Chrift,

who few together thefig-leaves of their own righteouf-

nefs, to cover their nakednefs ; who inftead of repair-

ing to, and depending upon the riches of God's free

grace in Chrift, are placing their confidence upon fome.

thing of their own, for juftification and falvation ?

Thefe,will all be found with the hypocrite's hope,

when it comes to the decifive trial. If they can now

quiet their confciences, or raife their hopes of happi-

nefs, from any qualifications in themfelves ; if they

can now put fuch gloffes upon the plain doctrines of

grace in the gofpel, as will gratify their proud felf-righ

teous difpofitions : Yet the time approaches, when they

will find, if they have not founded their hope upon

God's free fovereign mercy and love in the great Re-

deemer, that they have built upon thefand ; and there-

fore that their hopes muft fall in the ftormy hour ; and

great will be the fall thereof. Certain it is, that there is

not, there cannot be, any danger at all in placing all

our hope and confidence in the free unmerited mercy

of God in Chrift. But on the contrary, the appeal may

made tothe soft refolute oppofers of this doctrine,
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whether they be not capable of a miflake, in their opi

nions and conclufions on this most important concern.

Can they pretend to infallibility ? Are they certain

that they cannot be deceived, when fo many, as great

and as good men as themſelves, do, at leaft, imagine

the greateft certainty, that they both fee and feel their

fatal delufion ? And what will be the confequence, if

they are too late afhamed of their hope ? Is it not much

fafer to venture our eternity upon a foundation tha:

cannot diſappoint us, than to run the dreadful hazard

of having a deceived heart turn us afide, and of periſhing

with a lie in our right hand ? If I have any knowledge of

the gospel of Chrift, or any acquaintance with the me-

thod of divine grace in the converfion and fan&ification

offinners, they who raife their expectations of happi-

nefs from any other grounds than the fovereignty of

God's free grace, asit has been deſcribed above , will find

in the conclufion, that they have compaſſed themſelves a-

bout with fparks of their own kindling ; and what they must

-receive at the hands of God, will be, to lie down inferrow.

But with what inexpreffible horror and confuſion will

thefe hypocrites be filled, when they too late difcover

the diſappointment ! How dreadful will the miſtake

appear when they find it remedilefs, when there will

be no rectifying the fatal error, no recovering the loft

foul, no more feafons or means of grace left them, for

the reforming their deluded conduct ! How terrible

will their amazement prove, when they find that their

falfe confidences are rejected, and have undone them

to all eternity ! To have our hopes vanifh and our

expectations cut off, in things temporal, though many

times accompanied with circumftances difmal enough,

is but light and trivial, compared to an eternal difap-

pointment. Who can imagine the dreadfulneſs of be-

ing miferable for EVER and EVER! Can the awful

thought be entertained without horror and aſtoniſh-

ment!

How dangerous therefore is the cafe of thoſe, who

depend upon their inoffenſive practice and moral virtue,
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as the onlyfoundation of their eternal hope ? And yet:

this, I fear, is the cafe of too many, who live under gol-

pel-light. They either flatter themfelves with their

negative holiness, that they are not drunkards, not

fwearers, couzeners, openly profane or the like ; and

thence boat with the Pharifee, Luke xviii . 11 . God, I

thank thee that I am not as other men are, extortioners, un-

juft, adulterers ; or even as this publican. Or elfe, they

raife their expectations of happineſs upon their out-

ward pofitive conformity to the moral law ; vaunting.

with the young man in the gospel , Matth . xix . 20. All

thefe things have I keptfrom my youth up : Or fatisfying.

themſelves with Saul, before his converfion, that they

are touching the righteoufnefs which is in the law, blame-

lefs. Phil. iii . 6. But is this all our pleaſure for eter-

nal fafety ? How then is our cafe better than that of

the moral heathen ? What do we more than they ; and

are we not then without hope as much asthey ? If righ-

teoufnefs come bythe law, then is Chrift dead in vain. Chrift

is become ofnone effect unto us, whosoever ofus are juftified

by the law. Wefruftrate the grace of God, by going about.

to establish our own righteousness. What occafion was

there for the dear purchaſe of our redemption by the

blood of Chrift, what occafion for the goſpel of falva-

tion, if our morality will entitle us to the heavenly in

heritance ? Will our imperfect obedience to the law

atone for our original guilt, and our multiplied actual

fins ? Will it pacify God's difpleafure ; free us from

the curfe ofthe broken law ; and purchaſe eternal falva-

tion forus? No furely. By the deeds of the lawfhall noflesh

bejustified in his fight. Rom. iii . 23. But as many as are of

the works ofthe law, are under the curfe. Gal . iii . 10. Tho'

good works are what God requires ; and are onthat account

pleafing in his fight : yet they are not the price of our

falvation. " The opinion of merit changes their nature ;

and turns gold into drofs." Our dependence is upon

divine grace ; and therefore not at all upon our moral

attainments. For if it beby grace , it is no more ofworks;

otherwife grace is no more grace.
Rom. xi. 6. Though
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it be true, that no man can be faved without morality ;

that being a neceffary qualification of a real Chriftian,

and a neceſſary fruit of juftifying faith ; it is alſo true,

that no man can be faved by his morality : for our im-

perfect obedience muft not be placed in Chrift's ftead ;

nor rob him of the honor of his redeeming mercy. We

muft not expect to purchaſe the eternal inheritance,

with a price that is less than nothing ; nor hope for hea-

ven onaccount of our obedience, when it has ſin enough

cleaving to it, to condemn both that and us. Whoe-

ver are fo mad as to venture their fouls upon this treach-

erous bottom, will certainly fink into the ocean of e-

ternal mifery.

If we

How dangerous alfo is the caſe of thoſe, who depend

upon their external performances in religion and de-

votion, as what will give them a claim to eternal life ?

I have ſpokenſomething particularly tothis before ; and

fhall only add, That although duty is indeed the pre-

fcribed way of entering into life ; and if ever we obtain

falvation, we muft feek it diligently in this way : yet

our beft performances will not bringGodin debt to us ;

nor lay him under any obligation to fhew us favor.

They who attend duty, do well : but they who depend

upon what they do, are among the proud in heart,

whom God abhors, and dooms to deftruction.

do not bring our perfons and fervices to the footftool

of divine grace for acceptance, through the merits of

the Mediator's atonement, they will both be found as

an unclean thing, in the day of Chrift's appearance.

Then wemay plead, that we have eat anddrank in Chriſt's

prefence ; and that he has taught in our fireets ; that we

have prayed in our families and cloſets, read and medi-

tated in his word, attended public ordinances, and the

like ; and yet be the fubjects of that terrible fentence,

I tellyou, Iknow you not whence you are, depart from me,

allye workers of iniquity. Luke xiii . 26, 27.

In a word, how dangerous is the cafe of thoſe who

depend for falvation upon tranfient affections, convic-

tions, or other inward experiences, confiftent with
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reigning hypocrify and unbelief. Alas ! we may have

fenfe ofthe infinite defect of all our moral attainments,

and of all our religious duties ; and yet facrifice to our

· own net, and burn incenfe to our own drag: So confe-

quently have all our hopes end in difappointment and

confufion. Such will be our cafe, if we depend upon

our convictions and apprehenfions ofour guilt and dan-

ger. The greatest degrees of terror for our fins will

not fecure the awakened finner from an eternal portion

with Cain and Judas, ifhe refts fhort ofa faving con-

verfionto God; and fails of becoming ſuch a new crea-

ture, that old things are passed away ; and every thing is

becomenew in his foul. Such likewife will be our cafe,

if webuild our hope upon our legal repentance.
Sal

vation is indeed promifed to a fincere repentance : but

every one that mourns for fin, or rather becauſe there

is a hell to puniſh fin, has not a claim to that promiſe.

The greateſt degrees of grief under a fenfe of our fin

and guilt, will prove but the earnefts and foretastes of

eternal horror ; unleſs it brings the foul to the blood of

Chrift for pardon, and ends in a renovation of our qa-

ture, a change both of heart and life.

The cafe will alſo be the fame, if we depend upon a

hiftorical faith, for falvation. Manyare ready to flatter

themſelves with vain expectations of happineſs, upon

fuch grounds as thefe ; they believe the truths of the

gofpel, they believe that Jefus Chrift came to fave fin-

ners, and that there is no falvation in any other ; and

therefore apply to themſelves the promiſes made to be-

lievers, and delude their imaginations with a dream of

future falvation. But alas, poor fouls ! fucha faith as

this is not only common to reprobates ; but even to de-

vils themselves ; for the devils believe and tremble. Their

perfons and hopes must therefore perifh together, unleſs

they have a faith that receives the Lord Jefus Chrift

upon his own terms, depends upon him only for falva-

tion, purifies the heart, works by love, and is accompa

nied with all the graces and fruits of the bleffed fpirit.

The fame may be faid of thoſe who depend upon their

N
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enlargements, affections, and good frames in religious

'duties, upon their fudden joy and comfort in their ap

proaches to God, upon their imaginary zeal for God and

godlinefs, and the like, without the quickening influ-

ences ofthe Spirit ofGod, enabling them to receiveChrift

Jefus the Lord, and to walk in him.

USE II. This gives direction and encouragement to

poor diftreffed finners to repair to the fountain ofſove.

reign grace, to have Godfulfil in them all the good plea.

Jure of his goodness, and the work offaith with power.

Were wetodepend upon our own performances for fal-

vation, the imperfections of our duties, the prevalence

of our corruptions, the hardness of our hearts, the irre-

gularity and fenfuality of our affections, and the infinite

defects of our beft attempts in God's fervice, might

juftly difcourage us. But the rich and free grace of

God is fufficient for the greateft finner, for the oldeft

finners, for the moft hard-hearted, for the finner that has

longenjoyed, and moft profanely abuſed the treaty of fal-

vation inthe gofpel. It is notthe numberandaggravation

oftheir fins, but their impenitence in them,andtheir wil-

ful rejectionofoffered falvation, that fhuts fo many mife-

rable fouls out of heaven. If the mercy of God was

not fuperior to the fins of the greateſt tranfgreffor, and

the blood of Chrift fufficient to cleanfe from all fin, the

cafe wouldindeed be defperate. But, bleffed be God,

we are affured, that where fin hath abounded grace hath

much more abounded. Though none may take encou-

ragement
from thence to turn the grace ofGod into wan-

tonnels , and continue in fin, that grace may abound ; yet

all may take encouragement from hence, to caft their

perifhing fouls upon the free grace and mercy of God,

hoping for the juflification of their perfons through the

merits of the Redeemer, and the fanctification oftheir

nature by the influences of the bleffed fpirit. Let none

therefore be difcouraged, for God receiveth finners

that are poor and contrite, and who tremble at his werd.

He invites to mercy the chief of finners, and offers

them, that although their fins be as fcarlet, theyfhall be
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white as fnow ; though they be red like crimson, they fhall

be as wool. Ifa, i . 18.

be

Are you burthened with a fenfe of your guilt and

want of pardon ? Plead the free grace of God, and the

righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift, for juftification and for a

freedom from wrath and condemnation. You may

juftified freely by his grace, through the redemption there

is in Chrift Fefus. Rom. iii. 23. Come to Chrift, for

there is no condemnation to him that is in Chrift Fefus.

Rom. viii, 1.

Do you want converting and fantifying grace ?

Here is a full fupply. From Christ fulness you may all re-

ceive ; and evengrace for grace. John i. 16. Go to him

forfaith, whereofhe isthe author andfinisher. Heb. xii . 2 .

Go to him for repentance ; we are told; He is exalted

with God's right hand, to give repentance andforgiveness of

fins. As v. 31. Go to him for love to God, for ifyou

are brought to love him, it mult be becauſe he has firft

loved you. 1 John iv. 19. Go to him for every grace

you want ; for he worketh in us both to will and to do, of

his goodpleasure. Phil. ii. 13.5

Do you want ftrengthening grace ? Here you may

repair for that allo. His grace is fufficient for you, and

his ftrength is made perfect in weakneſs.
2 Cor. xii. 9.

By him you fhall be more than conquerors over all temp-

tation and oppofition. Rom. viii. 37.

And

Doyouwant perfevering grace ? You may be kept by

his power through faith untofalvation. 1 Pet. i. 5.

in a dependence upon him, you may have a fupporting

confidence, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor

principalities, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor things to

come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, fhall

be able tofeparate you from the love of God, which is in

Christ Jefus our Lord. Rom viii. 38, 39..

Are you humbly fenfible, that you have no qualifica

tions to recommend you to the favor of God ? Come

to this fountain of grace, in your loft and abject condi

tion, as you are . Come, poor, wretched, miferable, blind

aud naked, though you have nothing but guilt and pol
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lution to bring with you. Here is mercy, rich mercy,

freely offered. Ho, every one that thirfteth, come ye

10 the waters ; and he that hath nomoney, come ye, buy and

eat; yea come and buy wine and milk, without money, and

without price. Ifa. lv. 1. What then ftands in the way

ofthe finners falvation, but his ungrateful neglect or re-

jection of offered mercy !.

-

USE 3. Finally, let every one fee to it, that they have

the experience of this rich mercy and free grace ofGod :

in their converſion and fan&tification . To what pur-

pofe, as to you, will be the glad tidings of mercy and

grace, if you ſhould fail of an intereft in it ?—O-take-

heed, therefore, that you receive not the grace ofGod in-

vain? Be not high- minded, butfear. Fear, left a promiſe

being left us ofentering into his reft, any ofyoufhouldfeem

to comeshort ofit. It will be dreadful indeed, to periſh

from under the gofpel, to have thefe difplays of God's

infinite grace and love rife up in judgment against you.

in the day of Chrift. You have nowthe offers ofgrace :

But a little while hence, all hope of mercy, all poffi-

bility of falvation will be paſt and gone for ever, if you

turn a deaf ear to the preſent treaty. Therefore to-day.

ifyou will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, left the

judgment threatened be executed upon you, that because when :

Chrift called ye refufed, when he firetched out his hands ye

did not regard, he alfo will laugh at your calamity, and

mockwhenyourfear cometh: Whenyourfear cometh as de-

folation, andyour deftruction cometh as a whirlwind ; when

diftrefs and anguish cometh upon you, then ſhall you call up-

on him, but he will not answer youſhall ſeek him early,

but fhall not find him.

Let fuch of you as are in a ftate of carnal fecurity,

take heed left you feep thefleep ofdeath, from whence

there is no awakening. Take heed that you do not

quiet yourſelves withdelufive hopes, and live contented

without fuch a fenfe of your fin and danger, as may

make you reſtleſs in your defires and endeavors to flee

from the wrath to come. Ó awake, thou that ſleepeſt,,

and arifefrom the dead. Labor to ſee your miſery, me-
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ditate upon it, and cry to God to fhew you your

ftate as it is ; that you may nolonger be ſuch a ſtranger

to diſtreſs of confcience for fin, and to fear of the wrath

ofGod.

Let fuch of you as are under an awakening fenfe of

your guilt and hazard, take heed, that you reft not

fhort of a hearty compliance with the terms of falva-

tion propofed in the gospel. Take heed that you nei

ther reft in your own attainments, nor grow discou

raged in your purſuit of an intereft in Chrift. Labor

to fee thoroughly your own emptinefs, your un-

done and helpleſs ſtate, and the infinite fufficiency there

is in Chrift to fupply all your wants. Refolutely, rea-

dily and conftantly commit your fouls to him, and

ftedfaftly rely upon him, and him only, for juſtification

and life.

To conclude-Let fuch of you as entertain hopes of

an interest in Chrift by faith, take heed that you do not

content yourſelves with a dead faith, nor reft fhort of

the renewing, fan&tifying, and quickening influences of

the fpirit of God. Take up with no evidence of your

converted ſtate, until you have obtained a victory over

your lufts, and got the dominion of fin fubdued, until

you are brought habitually to maintain a life of true

and univerfal holiness, of piety towards God, and of

righteouſneſs and charity towards men. Labor to bring

forthfruits meet for repentance, and by this prove your-

felves. Shew yourfaith by your works ; and by a patient

continuance in well doing, feekfor glory, honor, and im--

mortality, that in the end you may inherit eternal life.

Bleffed are the pure in heart, for they fhallfee God; but

without holiness no manſhall Jee the Lord. Every man that

hath this hopein him, purifieth himſelf, even as he is pure.

And hereby do we know that we know him, if we keep his

commandments. In this the children ofGod are manifeſt,

and the children of the devil : Whosoever doth not righteouf-

nefs is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. He

that faith, I know Chrift, and keepeth not his command-

ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whef

N.2..
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keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of Godperfected § -

hereby know we that we are in him. And we know that

the Son ofGod is come, and hath given us an underſtanding

that we mayknow him that is true. And we are inhim that is

true, even in his fon Jefus Chrift. This is the true God,

and eternal life. And they that know his name, will
put

their trust in him.- Nowgrace andpeace be multipliedun-

to you, through the knowledge of God, and of Jefus ours

Lord. AMEN.
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ROMANS iii. 25.

Whom God hath fet forth to be a propitiation , throughfaith --

in his blood, to declare his righteoufnefsfor the remiffion

offins, that are past, through the forbearance ofGod.

THE

HE glorious tranfaction of our redemption by Je-

fus Chrift, is the juft furprize and wonder of the

reaſonable creation. The angels defire to look into theſe

things; and man, who is immediately intereſted herein,

has efpecial reafon to adore the amazing love, that

fhines with fuch luftre in his deliverance from death

and hell. And what brightens the glory of this ſtu-

pendous work, and gives us occafion for the higheſt ex-

ercife ofgratitude, is the infinite price, by which our

falvation is purchafed. For thus faith the ſcripture→→

We are redeemed, not by corruptible things, asfilver andgold,

but with the precious blood ofChrift, as ofa lamb without

blemish and without fpot. And God hath purchaſed his

church with his own blood. Thus the price of our deli-

verance bears proportion to the degree of our miſery

and guilt. When thefe were fa aggravated, that all the

angels in heaven were infufficient for our refcue ; when

no created wiſdom could invent an effectual expedient ;

when no created power was equal to the vaſt deſign ;

God our Saviour looked, and there was none to help ; and :



152 JUSTIFICATION BYFAITH

wondered, thatthere was none to uphold: He therefore him

felfinterpofed, and his ownarm broughtfalvation. Accord--

ing totheappointment of God the Father, our Lord-Re-

deemer has undertaken to be a propitiation for us, that

through faith in the merits of his blood, we may be in--

tereſted in his righteoufnefs, and obtain the remiffion

ofour fins ; as we are inftructed in the words of ourz

text.

In which we may note the following particulars.

1. Obferve the perfon here ſpoken of, reprefented by

the relative whom, which leads us to the laft words of

the foregoing verfe-Jefus Chrift, WHOм God hath fet

forth to be a propitiation.

2. We may obferv
e
the charac

ter
here attrib

uted
to

this perfon, that is, a propit
iation

or atone
ment

. The

Greek word here render
ed

propit
iation

, is very empha

tical, and fignifi
es

one perſon
's

being fubftit
uted

in the

room and place of anothe
r
, to bear his guilt, or to dif

charge his debt ; and thereb
y
to make atone

ment
or fa---

tisfact
ion

on his accoun
t
. By which is exhibi

ted
to us,

how the Lord Jefus Chrift undert
ook

to become a curfe

for us, to bearourfins in his own body on the tree, that he

might thereb
y
expiat

e
our guilt, pacify offend

ed
juftice,

and reconc
ile

us to God,

3. We are here fhewn the divine appointment of

this glorious perfon to be a propitiation for us. Whom

God hath fet forth, propofed or ordained. This merci-

ful provision of God for our recovery from ruin by the

atonement of Chrift, is the fruit and confequence ofthe

eternal covenant of redemption, or counſel of peace bo-

tween them both. God the Father, as the firſt in or-

der in the bleffed Trinity, is reprefented as propofing

orappointing, and God the Son as undertaking this glo-

rious work. Whereby is not only fhewnhow the ope-

rations ofthis bleffed Three in One do follow the order

of their perfonality, but alfo how God the Father, as

fuftaining the character of fupreme in the economy of

redemption, demands fatisfaction to offended juftice, and

has allotted this way of obtaining it, by Chrift's being
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a propitiation for us, that in this way he might bejuſt,

and yet the juftifier ofhim which believeth in Jefus.

4. Here is pointed out to us the means or method of

our getting actually interested in this propitiation ,

throughfaith in his blood. It is through a believing ac-

ceptance of, and dependence upon the death and facri-

fice of the Redeemer, that we are to partake ofthe be-

nefits of, his atonement.-His fatisfaction is fufficient

for all, but actually applied, and effectual to none but

the believer.

5. We may note the bleffed fruit and confequence

of an intereft in this propitiation of Chrift ; the remiffi-

on offins, that are paft, through the forbearance of God.

All the fins committed before juftification, while God

fo patiently exercifed his forbearing goodnefs to the

guilty finner, are fully remitted and for ever done

away, through the merits of this atonement, upon the

firft exercile ofa true faith in the Lord Jefus Chriſt, in--

fomuch that the finner is at once reconciled to God,

and inftated in his favor.

But there are three things here, that more eſpecially

demand our attention, and which I ſhall endeavor more.

diftinctly to confider.

First, What is implied in our Lord Jefus Chrift's be--

ing a propitiation for us.

Secondly , What we are to underſtand by that faith in

him, by means ofwhich we are intereſted in this propi---

tiation.

Thirdly, How faith in Chriſt operates or influences

to bring about our remiffion and juftification in the

fight of God. As to the nature ofjuftification, I fhalt

have occafion to confider that in my next diſcourſe, and

therefore país it at prefent.-Here,

I. Then I am tofſhew what is implied in Chrift's being a

propitiation for us. And that I may illuftrste this in

the moft familiar and perfpicuous manner I am capa-

ble of, I fhall endeavor to be fomething particular and

progreffive in my attempts to explain it. Now,

1. This implies or rather prefuppofes the guilty condemn.-
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ed ſtate ofapoftate man, and our utter inability to recover

ourfelves. The aportacy of Adam,. I mean the guilt

thereby contracted, was, by a juft imputation, tranf-

mitted to all his natural pofterity, fo that we are all be-

comeguilty before God. And the contagion or pollution,

contracted by the apoftacy, being alfo propagated to the

miferable progeny of a condemned rebel, hence all our

affections and paffions are corrupted and defiled , and

ourconverfations being ſtreams from this polluted foun-

tain, are become irregular and finful, whereby we have

loft the favor of God, and are the objects of his righte

ous difpleaſure. This is plainly the cafe of the whole

world of mankind while in a ftate of nature. This fa-

tal fruit ofthe fall does indeed feem one of the darkeft¬

difpenfations of providence, and is what carnal reafon is

exceeding apt to cavil at. But, I think, I have given

fuch anfwers to the chief objections made againſt it, in

my difcourfe on this fubject, as may jufly quiet our

minds, and filence all our oppofition.

This then being our diftreffed cafe, whither could

we flee for help? It is evident to every one's obferva-

tion, that we cannot come up to that unfpotted obedi-

ence, which God has the jufteft claim to from a rational

creature ; that our beſt duties and most careful obferv...

ances ofthe law of nature, are fadly defiled with fin.;

that we have vicious habits and inclinations, which

we cannot conquer ; and that our carnal minds are en-

mity against God, are not Jubject to the law ofGod ; nor in-

deed can be. Whence it is certain, we are ſo far from

being capable of atoning for our apoftacy, that we are

utterly incapable to live up to the law of nature, had

that breach been made up. -

If any will fuppofe, that our repentance would have

been fufficient to have appeafed the divine difpleaſure,

without any other fatisfaction: I would afk them how

they can be certain of this? I would defire them to

fhew, what neceffary connection there is between the

forrow of guilty rebels for their fins, and the favor of

an offended God, without a fatisfaction or atonement -2
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And I would enquire, whether they have this good

news forthe fallen angels ? It would be fuch glad tid-

ings, that I dare fay, they have never heard ſince their

firft apoftacy. But were even this ſuppoſed, ſtill I en-

quire, how that could afford any relief in our caſe?

For we are naturally incapable of a true repentance, by

any power ofour own, as much as of making a ſtrict and

adequate atonement. We are too much in love with

fin, to loath and abhor it, as of ourfelves. The habits

offin too intimately adhere to our fouls, to be wholly

fubdued and forfaken, by any attempts or reſolutions of

ours. And can we pleaſe God with a partial and in-

fincere repentance, which is all we can pretend to?

Can God be deceived, or will he be mocked ? No fure-

ly! We can neither diſcharge the debt already con-

tracted ; nor avoid running further into debt every

day.

2. This alfo implies or prefuppofes, that divine juflice de-

manded-fatisfaction for our offences, in order to our recon-

ciliation unto God. I fhall not undertake to determine

whether the punishment of fin be indifpenfably neceffa-

ry from the nature of God ; and naturally refults from

his effential righteoufneſs and purity, abfolutely confi-

dered. It is indeed certain, that holiness and juftice are

effential perfections in God ; that he is ofpurer eyes, than

to behold iniquity; and that his juftice being infinite,

it must be inflexible." But, mankind not having ade-

quate ideas of thefe divine perfections, we may err in

our reafonings and deductions from them. However,

I think we may fafely affirm, that God's requiring fa-

tisfaction for fin, is agreeable to his rectoral holineſs

and governing juftice ; and that as he is the fupreme

Judge and Governor of the world, he juftly requires fin

thould be punished ; that by this he may illuftrate and

vindicate his own holiness, and convince the world,

that the righteous Lord loveth righteoufnefs ; and that the

wicked his Joul hateth. Pfal. xi. 5, 7.-That by this he

may teftify his adherence to his own laws ; and let the

world fee, that heaven and earth fhall fooner pass away,
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than one jot or titleſhall pass from them. Mat. v. 18.

That by this he may difcover the value he puts upon

the obedience of his creatures ; and fhews that their

Sobfervance of his law is not a vain thingfor them , becauſe

it is their life, Deut. xxxii . 47.-And that by this he

may affert his own fovereignty ; and the world may

fee, that verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth. Pfal.

lviii. II. I might add, by this he alfo brandishes a

flaming fword against the impiety of future tranſgreſ-

fors; and difcovers, that tohim belongeth vengeance and

·recompence. Deut. xxxii. 35. The truth of God does

certainly make fatisfaction for fin neceffary. He threat-

ened death as the confequence ofthe fall. Gen. ii. 17.

And his word is immutable like his infinite nature.

Hath he faid it, and will he not do it ? What he has

fpoken, he is able alſo to perform ; and being the God

oftruth, will he not bring it to pafs ? In a word, God's

actually requiring fatisfaction for fin, is a fact abundant-

lyconfirmed in the fcriptures ; and therefore cannot but

be owned a reality. Among the multitudes of fcrip-

tures, that might be cited in this cafe, you may confider

thefe that follow. Exod. xxxiv. 7. That will by

no means clear the guilty. Joh. xxvi. 19. He is an holy

God, he is ajealous God ; he will not forgive your tranf

greffions noryourfins. Rom. iii. 5, 6. Is God unrighteous,

who taketh vengeance ? I speak as aman, far be it : For how

thenfhall God judge the world ? Which fhews, that as

God is judge of the world, it isa righteous thing for him

to take vengeance. Rom. iii. 26. To declare at this

time his righteoufnefs, that he might be just, and the juſli-

fier of him which believeth in Fefus. Which fhews, that

the fatisfaction of Chrift was requifite, in order to

God's beingjuft, in the juftifying of finners ; and that

it would not have been agreeable to his juftice, to have

faved them without fatisfaction . Rom. vi . 23. The

wages offin is death. This is fo, both from the juftice

and law of God.

i

3. This implies, that the bed Redeemer undertook to re-

prefentpoorguilty criminals ; and to give himſelfa ranſom
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for them. This is a doctrine diſcoverable only by reve-

lation ; and I can no ways explain it , but by fhewingin

what lightthe fcriptures fet this before us. And in thoſe

bleffed oracles, God the Father is exhibited as admit-

ting, byvirtue of his fupremacy in the difpenfation of

Man's Redemption, the transferringour fin and puniſh-

ment to the Mediator ; and accordingly as fending him

toundertake our falvation. Thus, John iii. 16, 17.

For Godfo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten

Son, that whoJoever believeth in him ſhould not perish but

have everlasting life. For Godfent not his Son into the

world, to condemn the world ; but that the world through

him might befaved. Rom. viii. 3. For what the law

could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, Godfend-

inghis own Son in the likeness of finful flesh andforfin,

condemnedfin in theflesh ; that the righteoufnefs of the law

might befulfilled in us. 2 Cor. v. 21. For he hath made

him to be finfor us, who knew nofin, that we might be made

the righteousness of God in him. I John iv. 9, 10. In

this was manifefied the love ofGod towards us ; becauſe that

God fent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might

live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God :

but that he lovedus andfent his Son to be the propitiation

for ourfins.- The fcriptures alſo repreſent the Lord Je-

fus Chrift, as freely and voluntarily confenting to under-

take this great work ; unto which he could be liable to

no conſtraint. Mark x. 45. For even the Son of man

came not to be miniftered unto, but to minifter ; and to give

his life a ransomfor many. John x. 17, 18. I lay down

my life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it front

me; but I layit down ofmyself : I havepower to lay it down,

and I have power to take it again. Tit. ii , 14. Who gave

himfelffor us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity.

Heb. x. 7. Thenfaid I, Lo, come, in the volume ofthe

book it is written ofme, to do thy will, O God. The fcrip-

tures do moreover fet forth the Redeemer, in the qua-

lity of our furety and reprefentative, in this wonderful

tranfaction. Heb vii. 22. Byfo much, was Jefus made

afurety of a better teftament, 1 Pet. ii. 24. Who his
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ownfelfbore ourfins in his own body on the tree, that we

being dead tofin, might live unto righteoufnefs ; by whofe

f̀tripes ye were healed. 1 Pet. iii . 18. For Chrift alfo

hath oncefufferedforfins, thejuft for the unjust, that he

might bring us to God, beingput to death in the flesh, but

quickened inthe fpirit. In which texts, the fubftitution

ofthe Lord Jefus Chrift in our room and ſtead, is clear-

ly and ftrongly expreffed , in his bearing our fins ; and

fuffering for us ; and the like expreffions are very nume-

rous throughout the NewTeftament. I will only add,

that the fcriptures reprefent the fufferings of Chrift, and

his obedience untothe death, as a proper facrifice and

atonement for us, and as the purchaſe ofour redemption.

Ifai. liii. 10. When thoushalt make hisfoul an offeringfor

fin, he fhallfeehis feed. Eph. v. 2. And walk in love,

as Chrift alfo hath loved us ; and given himfelf for us, an

offering and aJacrifice to God, for a fweet smellingfavour.

Heb. iii. 17. That he might be a mercifulandfaithful high

prief , inthings pertaining to God, to make reconciliation

forthe fins ofthe people. See alfo 1 Cor. vi. 20. Tit. ii.

14. withmany other paffages tothe fame purpoſe, which

frequently occur in the facred pages. Let men there-

fore ftrain theirwits as much as they can, to put falfe

gloffesupon thefe and fuch like texts offcripture, there

is nothing more certain , than that the proper fatisfaction

and atonement of our Lord Jefus Chrift for the fins of

the world, is in the ftrongeft, moft plain and familiar

terms, repeatedly afferted in the word of God. If we

have any regard at all to the way of falvation propoſed

in the gospel, we muſt expect redemption through the

alone merits ofhis life and death ; and depend upon him

as our ransom, as the propitiationfor our fins, and the

Lordour righteousness.

I am aware, that there are fome difficulties in the

way of this doctrine, which the carnal mind is ready

to ftumble at. It is an objection againſt this ; That it is

notjuſt, to accept ofand punish the innocent inſtead ofthe

guilty. Towhich I answer,

It must be granted, that in human judicatures this
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would be moſt unjust, thus to transfer capital puniſh-

ment ; becauſe no man has power to difpofe of his own

life at pleaſure, nor power to give his life for another,

be fure, not the juft for the unjuft : Neither hath the

civil magiftrate power thus to facrifice a good man for

a bad, though even with his own confent ; becauſe it

would be highly injurious to the community to cut off

the innocent and valuable member, and to fpare the

guilty criminal, as a peft and nuifance to fociety. But

theſe reaſons does not affect the cafenow before us. Our

Redeemer had power to lay down his life, and power to

take it up again. As he was the Lord from Heaven, he

had the abfolute property and difpofal of his own life.

And he has declared himself the Son of God with power,

by his refurrection from the dead. And instead of this be-

ing injurious to the community, it has brought moſt

glorious advantages to us, both with respect to the pre-

fent and the future world. I may add to this, that

our bleffed Saviour did not finally periſh ; as a ſubſti--

tute must do, in capital puniſhments among men. No ;

he underwent but a ſhort temporary death , and receiv-

ed his lifeagain, with greateſt advantage. From whencer

it appears, that thoſe objections, which would be juft

in other cafes, can have no place here. The character

and quality of the fubftitute, and the abfolute fove-

reignty of the Supreme Judge, render the cafe exempt

from all the rules of human judicatures. It is true in-

deed, that the juftice of God could not have demanded

fatisfaction from the Redeemer, if he had not volunta-

rily made himſelfrefponfible for us: but Chrift having

a more abfolute and fovereign difpofal of his own life,

than any man can have of his eftate, he might as freely

offer it, and God the Father as juftly accept it, in fatis-

faction for our fins, as any man can be excepted as fure.

ty for another man's debt.

It may alfo be objected ; That this feems derogatory to

the goodness ofGod, to have penal fatisfaction lead the way

to the exercife of mercy; and that this represents the divine

Being too liketo the moft merciless of human creatures, who
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have fuch an appetite to revenge, as cannot be fatisfied with-

out blood: whereas it wouldfeem more agreeable to infinite

goodness , to pardon freely.

5I anfwer, The mittake lies in the objector ; and he

only, I think, has unworthy notions of God. To ima-

gine the death of Chrift flowed from an irregular ap-

petite to vengeance, is indeed to meaſure the divine

perfections by our depraved lufts and paffions. But to

fuppofe, that God's demand of fatisfaction arifes from,

or at leaſt is confonant to, the infinite purity of his na-

ture, whereby he cannot look upon fin with approba-

tion ; but teftifies his abhorrence of it to all the ration-

al world: To fuppofe, that the righteous Governor of

the world, fhould inflict puniſhments, as well as beſtow ›

rewards, according to the rectitude and equity of his

own glorious nature : To fuppofe, that this glorious

law-giver fhould infift upon maintaining the honor of

his own laws, whereby he has determined to govern the

world ; this is not to entertain thoughts in any respect

unworthy of infinite grace and goodnefs. The good-

nels of God does hereby fhine in its brighteft luftre,

that he is willing to fave poor guilty rebels at fuch an

infinite expence ; and that in fuch an admirable method,

mercy and truth meet together, righteoufnefs and peace

kifs each other.

4. Chrift's being a propitiation for us does alfo im-

ply, that God did accept of the paſſive obedience ofChrift,

together with his active , as fufficient fatisfaction to the de-

mands ofjuftice. Jefus Chrift hath made reconciliation

for the fins of the people. Heb. ii . 17.
And he has recon-

ciled the world to God, that their treſpaſſes are not imputed.

2. Cor. v. 18, 19. Thus peace is made with God, and we

reconciled to him by his cross, the enmity being flain. Eph.

ii. 15 , 16. So that the imputation of the obedience of

Chrift, does fully and perfectly acquit the believer from

the guilt of fin, the empire of Satan, the curfes of the

law, and the damnation of hell. God has received fa- .

tisfaction from the furety ; and therefore will demand

no more from the principal debtor.-
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Thus I have briefly confidered what is implied in

Christ's being a propitiation for us ; and have endea-

vored to confirm each particular, by full and clear tef

timonies from the word of God. From this view of

the cafe, it appears to me as reaſonable, to call the

whole of divine revelation into queſtion, as to doubt of

this great article, Chrift's having made a proper fatis-

faction and atonement by his blood, for the fins of his

people.

Now ofthe things of which Ihavespoken, this isthefum.

That by our firft apoftacy we have violated the funda-

mental laws of nature, have been traitors and rebels to

the Sovereign of the world, have plunged ourſelves in-

to guilt, debaſed and polluted all the noble faculties of

our fouls ; and ſeparated between our God and us ; -

whereby we are not only become guilty, but impotent

and helpleſs. That the Supreme Governor of the

world, willing to affert the infinite purity and holiness-

of his nature, and his eternal and immutable antipathy

to fin and finners, has teftified the value he puts upon

his righteous laws, and upon the obfervance of them ;

has vindicated his fovereign dominion, and the truth

of his threatenings ; and has fet before the rational

world the dreadful confequences of rebelling against

him ; by infifting upon a fatisfaction to his offended

juftice. That when we were utterly incapable to make

atonement, by any thing less than eternal fufferings,

the great God, as Supreme Judge and Arbiter of his

ownlaws and affairs of government, was pleafed of his

infinite goodneſs and compaffion, fo far to relax the

threatening, as in our ftead to accept of a furety in the

perfon of his dear Son ; who was with his own volun-

tary confent appointed by the Father to work out our

redemption, by taking upon him our fin and guilt, bear-

ing our puniſhment, and fulfilling the law for us, and

thereby purchafing our acquittance from death and

hell, and recovery to life and happineſs. The bleffedi

fruit of his mediation is, That there is no condemnatione

O 2
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to those that are in ChriftJeſus ; but whojo hath the Son,

hath life, life everlafling.
1

Thus I am prepared to take notice, in what way we

may hope for the benefits of this redemption ; which

brings me to confider,

11. What we are to underſtand by that faith in Chrift,

through which we have an intereft in this propitiation.

And it may be proper to take notice, that a faving faith

is variously defcribed in the holy fcriptures. Parti-

cularly,

1. It is fometimes defcribed, as an affent ofthe mind✨

to the gospel revelation of Chrift . Thus, Mark i.. 15...

Repent ye, and believe the gofpel. So, 1 John v. 1. Who-

foever believeth that Jefus is the Chrift, is born of God.

And, Rom. x. 9. Ifthou fhalt confefs with thy mouth the

LordJefus; and fhalt believe in thine heart that God hath

raiſed him from the dead, thou shalt be faved. In thefe

and many other like paffages of fcripture, a faving faith

is propofed as an act ofthe underſtanding ; and as an af-

fent unto, or belief of the truth of the gospel.

2. Faith is fometimes defcribed in fcripture as a con-

fent ofthe will to the gospel-offer of falvation by Chriſt.

Thus, John i. 12. To as many as received him, to them

gave he powerto become the Sons ofGod: even to them that

believe on his name. And, John vi. 35. He that cometh

unto me, fhall never hunger ; and he that believeth in me,

hall never thirst. So, Col. ii. 6. As ye have therefore re-

ceived Chrift Jefus the Lord, fo walk ye inhim. In which

texts we find, that receiving Chrift, and believing on.

his name, and coming to him, and believing in him, are

terms ofthe fame fignificancy : and all of thefe expref-

fions imply a willingness to obtain the falvation by

Chrift, upon his own terms.

3. Faith is alfo defcribed in fcripture, as a confiding

in, and depending upon the Lord Jefus Chrift for fal-

vation. Thus, Epb. i . 12. That we should be to thepraiſe

of his glory, who first trusted in Chrift . Phil. iii . 9. And

be found in him, not having mine own righteoufnefs which

is ofthe law; but that which is through the faith of Chrifl,,
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the righteousness which is ofGod by faith. 2. Tim. i. 1 ‰

For I know whom I have believed ; and am perfuaded, that

he is able tokeep that which I have committed to him againſt

that day. In which texts, faith is confidered as our

trufting in Chrift, hoping to be found in him, rely-

ing upon his righteoufnefs, and committing our fouls .

to him .

By this it appears, that faith is fome times defcribed

by one of its effèntial properties, and fome times by ano-

ther : but we muſt always remember, that when it is

defcribed by one of theſe properties, the other two are

not excluded, but included ; and that therefore each of

thefe defcriptions, if duly confidered, will amount to :

the fame thing.

Ifwe, for example, confider faith as an affént to the

gofpel-revelation concerning Chrift, which,by the way,

is the primary fignification ofthe word faith, it will ne-

ceffarily include in it a conſent to what we believe, and

an affiance in him on whom we believe. For this af

fent, or belief of the truth, muſt be ſuppoſed ſuch a

ftrong and thorough perfuafion as will have a proper

and effectual influence upon our minds. A mere doctri-

nal belief, or fpeculative opinion, cannot be recommend--

ed in fcripture as a faving faith. And this being fup-

pofed, that we have a firm realizing belief, and a lively e

impreffion, that Chrift is the Saviour of the world, that

his righteouſneſs imputed to us is the only ground of

our juftification, that without this we must inevitably

perifh, and that he is both able and willing to fave us

it will neceffarily excite in us earneſt deſires after an in-

tereſt in him, after union and communion with him, and

bring us to place our hope and confidence in him only

for falvation. We may have, as most ofthe profeffing

world have, a difciplinary or notional beliefof the truth

of the gospel, that will produce no proper effect upon

our fouls, but will leave us, against the conviction of

confcience, to neglect an offered Saviour, indulge our

Lufts, and perifh in them. But though fuch a dead faith

will profit us nothing, yet we cannot but esteem the
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Lord Jefus Chrift to be precious, we cannot but chooſe

him for our portion, and depend upon him to do all in

us and for us, if we have lively and clear impreffions

of the truth ofwhat the goſpel reports concerning him.

Though a careleſs indifferent or unfteady affent unto

the gofpel-revelation, will not bring us off from our

lufts and finful pleafures, from our own righteouſneſs.

and felf-fufficiency, to receive Chrift and depend upon

him ; yet a full realizing and hearty affent to this will

bring us to confent to the offers of the gofpel, and to

place our confidence in the only object of our hope..

Thus we fee, that this firft deſcription of faith includes

the other two, and if we diftinctly conſider them alſo,.

we ſhall find the fame conclufion.

A confent, for inftance, to the offers of Chriſt and

his falvation inthe gofpel, neceffarily implies an affent

to the truth ofthe gofpel. For it is impoffible that we

ſhould, with our wills, concur to any propoſal, that

our underſtandings are not convinced of the truth of..

It implies alfo a dependence upon Chrift for falvation.

For it is impoffible to confent to receive Chrift for our

Saviour, and not depend upon him as fuch.

The fame thing may be alfo obferved, with refpect to

trufting in Chrift, the laft defcription offaith. For we,

cannot depend upon Chrift, and confide in him, unlefs

we affent to the gofpel-revelation, and confent to ac-

cept him as our Saviour. Upon the whole, theſe feve-

ral defcriptions of faith do mutually imply and involve

each other, and all of them do always belong to the ef-

fence of a faving faith ; which makes way for this ge-

neral defcription .

Faith in Chrift isfuch an affent to the Chriftian revelation,

as brings us heartily and fully to receive him as he is there-

in exhibited to us, and to depend on him only forfalvation

upongofpel terms.

Here let it be diftinctly obferved,

1. Faith in Jefus Chrift neceffarily implies an affent

to the gofpel-revelation. I am not now confidering

how far God may diſcover his falvation to the heathen.
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world, who areftrangers to the gofpel. As on the one

hand, I would not limit the Holy One of Ifrael, who

may, for ought I know, reveal his Son in an extraor-

dinary manner to fomethat never heard of the goſpel ;

fo onthe other hand, I would leave fecret things to God,

unto whom they belong. The bufinefs now before me

is to confider a faving faith, as it relates to us, who

dwell under gofpel- light, and are arrived at an age of

confideration and obfervation. And in that view of

the cafe, a hearty affent to the truths revealed in the

gofpel, is certainly effential to a true faith in Chriſt.

Unto this affent it is neceffary, that wehave a know-

ledge ofthe doctrines of the gospel, and of the way of

falvation therein propofed. Howfhall they call uponhim,

in whom they have not believed ? And how fhall they believe

in him, of whom they have not heard ? Rom. x. 14. Faith

always follows the understanding, and cannot go before

it. It is impoffible to believe, ftrictly and properly,

what we do not in ſome reſpect underſtand. We may,

indeed, in the general, believe that to be the truth, the

fpecial nature of which we neither underſtand nor be-

lieve. We may, for inftance, believe the doctrine of

the Trinity to be an undoubted truth, though we can

neither underſtand, nor believe the particular modes,

or manner how the divine Being is One in Three, and

Three in One. In fuch cafes, we can believe no more

than what our underſtanding reprefents to us, from the

word of God, as reafonable and credible. This being

applied to the prefent cafe, makes it evident, that they

who remain grofsly ignorant ofthe doctrine of Chrift,

and the method of falvation propofed in the gofpel, can-

not concur in it, nor comply with it. Ignorance here

flays men in the dark, and makes them incapable ofany

benefit by an offered Saviour. We must therefore firſt

know all that is really neceffary to be believed ; upon

which account knowledge is fometimes in fcripture put

for faith. Thus, John xvii. 3. This is life eternal, that

they might know thee the only true God, & Jefus Chrift whom

thou hasfent. And, 1 Cor. ii. 2. For I determined not
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toknow any thing amongyou, fave Jefus Chrift, and him

orucified. Though men may be capable offaith in Chriſt

without brightness of parts, or eminent degrees of

knowledge, either in polemical or fyftematical divinity,

as it is called; yet it is needful that they be acquaint-

ed with the principal doctrines of Chriftianity, fuch as

relate to the one only Mediator, Jefus Chrift, his per-

fon, offices and benefits, his incarnation , life, fufferings.

and death, his refurrection, afcenfion and interceffion ;

and fuch as relate to their own loft eftate, and neceffa-

ry dependence upon his righteoufnefs and grace for

juftification and life, in order to their believing in

Chrift.

Moreoverit is alfo needful, that we heartily receive

this revelation for divine truth, when we do under-

ftand it. It is neceffary, that we receive it not as the

word ofman, but as it is in truth, the word ofGod, in or-

der that it fhould effectually workin us, as in them that be.

lieve. 1 Theff. ii . 13. It is not fufficient to believe this.

from the bias ofeducation , or becauſe we have been ear-

ly andall along taught theſe doctrines. Alas, we fhould

have been likely to have had the fame faith in Maho-

met, if we had been as early and conftantly inftructed

in the Alcoran. It is not fufficient to have an implicit

belief of theſe truths, to take them upon truſt from any

man or fociety ofmen whatever ; this is to depend up-

on other mens faith, and have none of our own. It is

not ſufficient inconfiderately to take theſe things for

granted, without making particular and due inquiry ;

this may poffibly amount to opinion, but not to faith.

Nor is it fufficient to give a cold and unactive affent to

the gofpel, though founded upon the beſt evidence, and

moft rational argumentation ; for this will not effectu-

ally convince us of our abſolute neceffity of Chriſt, nor

of his fufficiency to ſupply all our wants. But wemuſt

receive the teftimony ofGod concerning his Son, and affent

to the gospel report as the truth of God, as that upon

which our eternal welfare depends, and as that which

we are above all things in the world concerned about..
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If it be objected, that this will yet fall fhort of true

faith ; that the devils themſelves give as firm an affent

to the truth of the gospel as we can do they believe and

tremble. I grant that a bare affent to the gofpel , fepa-

rately confidered, if never fo fteady and ftrong and ra-

tional, is not a faving faith ; but yet it is always an ef

fential part of it, though faith, as I before obferved,

has more implied in it ; which brings me to confider,

2. That a favingfaith does alfo imply a receiving the

Lord Jefus Chrift, as offered in the gofpel. This, as I

fhewed before, is given as a defcription of faith, John

4. 12. By which we are to underſtand, a hearty defire

of an interest in Chrift, and a fincere willingness to

comply with the offers he makes of himſelf and his fav-

ing benefits, upon gofpel terms.

This neceffarily fuppofes, that we have an impreſſed

fenfe ofour neceffity ofan interest in Chrift. Sinners are

but hardly brought to embrace an offered Saviour. The

moft ofthe worldjare quiet and fecure in aftate ofguilt,

without any juſt apprehenfion of their danger, and

without any ferious concern about the welfare of their

immortal fouls.- Thefe go theirway totheir farms and

merchandize, and excuſe themſelves from coming to

Chrift-they have ſomething else to do. And as to o-

thers that are under fome conviction of their fin and

danger, they are ready to fly to any other refuge than

the Saviour Chriſt, and to quiet their confciences with

their good purpoſes or performances ; until they are

brought to fee, that in vain is falvation hopedfor, from

the hills and from the multitude of mountains ; that they

have no where togo for falvation but to Chriſt a-

lone,for he and he only hath the words of eternal life.

Theſe two things are effentially neceffary to a true faith

in Chrift, a lively fenfe of our own emptinefs, and in-

ability to help ourfelves, and a like fenle of the fuffici

ency of Chrift to relieve us. By the former we difco-

ver the laſt neceffity of fome remedy, beyond what we

can poffibly provide for our diftre fled fouls. By the

datter, the only door of hope is fet open to us ; and by
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both, we are made willing to comply with the bleffed

propoſals of life and peace in the gospel, and ſubmit to

the terms whereon they are offered. While finners

can thinkthemfelves rich and increaſed ingoods , and that

they have need ofnothing, they will fet no ſpecial value by

an offered Saviour. They muft lee themſelves wretched,

and miferable, and poor, and blind, and naked, before

they will repair to him, for gold tried in the fire, that

theymayberich; for white raiment, that they may be cloath-

ed; andfor eyefalve, that they mayfee. Andthis is the

greatreafon ofthe unfuccefsfulneſs of gofpel ordinances,

and ofthe unperfuadableneſs of the greatest part of the

world to come unto Chrift, that they might have life---

They are infenfible of their miferable ftate while at a

distance from him : The whole need not the physician, but

they that arefick. They can reft quiet in their preſent

attainments, and will therefore look no further. They

will never come to Chrift, till they are firſt brought to

utterly defpair of all help in themfelves. Andwhen

they are even brought to this, it will have no better ef-

fect , than to fill them with horror and amazement,

unless they have alfo a diſcovery that there is help to

be had ; that there is hope for their fouls, from the

fufficiency of redeeming love. But when they have

both thefe difcoveries, they cannot but fee their necef-

fity of Chrift and whatever elfe they want, they can-

not but be willing to receive him upon any terms.

j

Moreover, this receiving of Chrift does alfo fuppofe

our complying with him as our King, as well as our Sa-

viour. It is true, that finners under a ſenſe of their

mifery and danger do, in the firſt place, defire falvation

from the wrath to come, of which they have awful

apprehenfions, and therefore repair to Chrift for delive-

rance. But this is only a legal work. If they reft here,

they will never be intereſted in Chrift and his faving

benefits. A true evangelical faith excites an earneſt

defire of falvation from the power and pollution of fin,

as well asfrom guilt and danger. The believer defires

Chriſt to ſave him from his fins, and not in them ; he
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1 defires that Chrift may reign in his heart, and that his

whole man, in all its powers, may be fubjected to him.

There is no man willing to perish, deftruction from

God would be a terror to the worft of men if realized ;

and fince they know that there is no way of falvation

but by Chrift, they defire by him a falvation from hell ;

yet however, it is with a refervation of their lutts and

finful pleaſures, which they cannot part with. But this

is very far fhort of a genuine faving faith, which re-

ceives a whole Chrift with our whole heart ; Chrift in

all his offices, as well as with all his benefits ; the grace

of Chrift for our fanétification , as well as his righteoul-

nefs for our juftification . As a true penitent looks up-

on his fins as his greateſt burthen, and groans after de-

liverance from the pollution and dominion of them ;

fo the true believer values an intereft in Chrift upon this

account, that he may break the yoke, and deftroy the

empire of his lufts: that the law of the spirit of life in

Chrift Fefus, may make him free from the law offin and

death. Thus faith receives Chrift as our Prince and Sa- >

viour. And this is the conftant language of a true

faith. Ifa. xxxiii . 22. The Lord is our Judge, the Lord is

our Lawgiver, the Lord is our King ; he willfave us.

I add to this, that it is also neceffary unto a receiving

of Chriſt, that we moſt earneſtly endeavor in the ufe of

all appointed means to obtain an intereft in him upon

his own terms . If ever we receive Chrift at all , it

must be in that way. We are not to wait in an idle

unconcerneḍnefs for the operations of the holy fpiri to

compel ustocome to Chrift--No, but withanhumble fenfe

of our own impotency, and with a dependence on the

fpirit of grace, we must feek and ftrive, and lay our-

felves out with unwearied diligence in the me-

thods of duty prefcribed in the goipel, to obtain an in-

tereft in Chrift and his falvation. Receiving of Chrift

is indeed a metaphorical expreffion, that connotes an

active acceptation, and it would be an abuſe of it, to

imagine from it that we are to fit ftill, withour care or

pains, until this glorious gift be thruſt into our hands :

P
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but we must put ourfelves into the way where it is of-

fered, if we ever hope to receive it. And it may be

depended upon, that Chrift will never beltow himſelfup-

on any, but thoſe who are first brought to think an in-

tercft in him worth fecking after. He is faid to walk

in the midst of his golden candleſticks, Rev. i. 13. thereby

intimating, that he is to be found in the way of his own

ordinances. And we are directed, if we ſhould find

him, to go our wayforth, by the footsteps ofthe flock, Cant.

i . 8. that is, in the way in which all true believers have

fought, and in which they have found communion with

him. In this way we muſt feek an intereft in Chrift-

in this way we muft feek grace to receive the Lord Je-

fus Chrift, and in this way we muſt exerciſe that grace,

when we have obtained it. If webe partakers ofChrift

at all, it must be by an active reception, by a faith ac-

companied with carneft diligent feeking himin the ways

of God's appointment; forthe neglect of duty is not a

receiving, but a rejecting of Chrift, and a practical de-

claration, that we will none of him, that we will not

have this man to rule over us. The act of faith by which

we receive the Lord Jefus Chrift, is indeed diſtinct

from the duties of religious worſhip ; but as faith muſt

be obtained in a way of duty, fo it is neceffarily pro-

ductive of a life of duty in all that have it. The faith

therefore, which I am defcribing, though in its nature

diftin&t from diligence in duty, yet implies this as ne-

ceffary, both to its being and operations. And thus I

am prepared to take notice ofthe other thing contained

in the defcription of this grace.

3. That faith in Jefus Chrift does alfo imply a depend-

ing upon him, and him only, for falvation. That is, it

implies a believing in him, as the author ofour eternal

falvation, as the Lord our righteouſneſs, as the fountain of

life, and of all our grace. It implies, that we look to

him, to do all in us, and all for us, and that we bring

both our perfons and our fervices to God in his name,

pleading the merits of his crofs, and his perfect righte-

oufnels, as our only title to the divine favor.
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But that we may have a juft view of what is fignified

by our depending upon Chrift, it must be premifed-

That it is neceffary in order to this, that we heartily

renounce all dependence on ourſelves, upon what we

have done, are doing, or can do, as to juftifying us in

the fight of God, and procuring our acceptance with

him. We must indeed diligent in duty-we muſt

endeavor to be found walking in all the commandments

and ordinances ofthe Lord blameless. It is in vain to hope

for falvation in any other way, than that of diligent

feeking and ftriving for it. But then, when we have

done all, we muſt not only ſee ourſelves to be unprofita-

ble fervants, but to have fallen infinitely ſhort of the

demands of juftics, and therefore to have no claim to

the leaft favor from the hands of God. We muſt be

fenfible, that all our righteoufnefs are but filthy rags ; that

there is ſo much finful imperfection cleaving to our beſt

duties, as might juftly condemn both us and them ;

that the iniquity of our holy things might feparate between

God and us, and that our very tears of repentance want

wafhing in the blood of Chrift. Thus, while engaged

in a moſt diligent application to duty, and in a moft

ftrict life of religion, we muſt at the fame time caſt our

best performances at the foot of Chrift and account all

that we are, have, and can do, but dung, that we may

win Chrift . Phil. iii . 7. We fhall otherwiſe build upon

the fand, and our hopes will fall in the day of trial.

Our depending upon the Lord Jefus Chrift does alfo

fuppofe, that we actually and fincerely place all ourhopes

of acceptance with God, upon what he hath done and

fuffered for us. Weare, by our fins, become guilty be-

fore God, and under a fentence of condemnation, and

the blood ofChrift is the only atonement to expiate this

guilt, and to free us from the damning power of the

law. We have forfeited all title to future happineſs,

and Chrift's obedience unto the death, is the only pur

chaſe of our eternal falvation, by which we may hope

for it, or lay claim to it. Now a faving faith is fuch

an effectual apprehenfion of this as caufes us to diſclaim
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all other pretenfions to God's favor, to make mention of

Chrifi's righteoufnefs and that only, as the price of our

pardon and happinefs, and to expect, that beingjuſtified

by his blood, we fall be faved from wrath through him.

The fum of the matter is, all our hope of pardon and

juftification is from the merits of the croís and obedi-

ence ofChrift ; all our hope of falvation is from Chriſt's

having fulfilled all righteoufnefs for us ; and it is

through receiving him by faith, that we are intereſted

in this righteoufnefs, andin the way of depending upon

this righteoufnefs, that we claim the favor of God.

Faith looks upon Chrift as our Redeemer, and expects

jufification from God freely by his grace, through the re-

demption that there is in Chrift. By faith we confider

him as our only hope, our only help, and our only fal-

vation, and rely upon him accordingly. As faith emp-

ties us ofourſelves , and fhews us that we are loft and un-

done, notwithſtanding any thing we do or can do ; ſo

it discovers an abundant fulneſs and fufficiency in Chrift,

upon which we may fafely truft, and venture our eter-

nal interefts. It fhews us, that although we can do no

thing curfelves, which will procure the favor of God or

intile us to it, yet Chrift has done enough for us, to re-

concile us to God, and to answer all the demands of

juftice. Thus by faith we rejoice in Chriſt Jefus, and

have no confidence in theflesh : We go forth unto him with-

out the camp, bearing his reproach ; and go upfrom the wil-

dernefs , leaning upon our beloved.

It any fhould now enquire-What place is there for

good works, if we areto have all our dependence upon

what Chrift has done and fuffered for us? I anfwer we

muft depend upon him in the way of a carefulneſs to main-

taingood works. Tit . iii . 8. And we can fafely depend up-

on him in no other way. All other dependence, ex-

clufive of this care of exemplary living, is not faith , but

prefumption. For faith without works is dead. Though

we arejuflified by faith without the deeds ofthe law. Rom.

iii. 28. yet the faith, by which we are juftified, is ne

ver, in cafe of opportunity, without the deeds of the
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lew, though in truth animated by gofpel motives, and

fpringing from evangelical principles. They that have

faith unfeigned dwelling in them, will live Godly in

Chrift Jefus. Faith alone juftifies, by receiving and

depending upon the righteoufnefs of Chrift for juſtifi-

cation ; but the faith which juftifies is never alone. For

being thereby united to Chrift as a branch to the vine, we

fhall bring forthfruit, muchfruit, whereby our heavenly

Father is glorified. It is a fanctifying faith, as well as

juflifying.

Thus I have endeavored brieflyto fet in view the na-

ture andproperties ofa true faving faith. I have fhewn,

that the effence of a true faith confifts in an hearty af-

fent to the goſpel revelation concerning Chrift, in an

hearty confent to the gofpel offer of Chrift, his offices and

benefits, and in an hearty dependence upon what Chrift

has done and ſuffered for us, as the ground of our par-

don and justification, and the price of eternal falvation.

I have thewn, that our affent to the gofpel revelation

fuppofes a fufficient knowledge of the way of falvation

therein revealed , for faith muft follow the underſtand-

ing, and cannot go before it ; and that it fuppofes a re-

ception ofthis revelation for divine truth, when we do

understand it ; for ourfaith fhould not ftand in the wisdom

ofman, but in the power ofGod. I have fhewn, that Our

confent to the gofpel offer, or our receiving of Chrift

upon goſpel terms, fuppofes fuch a fenfe of our necef..

fity of an intereft in Chrift, as makes us earnestly defire,

and cheerfully comply with any terms of obtaining it ;

for we ſhall never accept an offered Saviour upon his

own terms, as long as we can do without him ; that it

ſuppoſes we accept him as our King, as well as our Sa-

viour, for he must fave us from our fins, and not in

them ; and it fuppofes that we receive him in the fe

of means, and not in the neglect of them, for the ne-

glect of duty is a practical rejection of Chrift. I have

fhewn, that our dependence upon Chrift fuppofes, thar

we renounce all confidence in ourſelves, in any thing

we do or can do ; for he will be a complete Saviour,

P 2
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and the alone Saviour, or none at all ; and that it fup-

pofes, we place all our confidence in bis active and paf-

five obedience ; for he is the Lord our righteouſneſs , and

in himſhall all the feed of Ifrael be juftified, andſhallglo-

ry.

Andnow I am prepared to confider,

III. How faith in Chrift is concerned in bringing about

our remiffion andjuftification in the fight of God. And L

fhall endeavor to explain this, by obferving,

1. Negatively, That faith does not reconcile us to

God, confidered Jubjectively, or as it is our own act.

The act of believing is no more a condition of our jufti-

fication, than the act of repenting, or the exercife of

any other grace or duty. There are no works ofright-

coufnefs which we have done, or can do, that will fave us,

whether they be confidered as our legal or evangelical

righteouſneſs. Our legal righteouſneſs, or deeds of the

law, cannot fave us, because they cannot atone for our

paft offences, nor can they in any inftance come up to

the demands ofthe law, but in every thing fall fhort of

the perfection thereby required. Nor may weimagine,

that our evangelical righteoufnefs or obedience tothe

gofpel can fave us, becauſe that would be to place merit

in our repenting and believing, and to fet our faith

in the room of Chrift's obedience, which is the only

price of our juftification. Though we are faid to be

juftified by faith, we are no where faid to be juftified

for it. This act of ours, as well as all others, is very

imperfect, and accompanied with much finful unbelief

at the best, therefore ftands in need ofpardon itſelf, and

fo cannot poffibly merit our falvation.

But now, I wouldfay affirmatively,

2. Faith juſtifies us, as it is the inftituted means of

our obtaining an intereft in what Chrift has done and

fuffered for us. For with the heart man believeth unto

righteoufnefs, and, with the mouth confeffion is made untofal-

vation. Rom. x. ro. Weare efpoufed to faith by Chrift,

and in this way his benefis are difpenfed to us. The
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Lord Jefus Chrift has performed a perfect obedience' for

us, as I have particularly fhewnabove, and has purchaf-

ed falvation for all that are intereſted in that obedience.

He has done and fuffered all that the law required of

us. He has fully answered its penal demands. He has

been madefinfor us, who knew nofin. He has borne our

fins in his own body upon the cross. He has undergone

the wrath of God, as well as of men and devils, for our

fakes, that he might propitiate an offended God, and pay

the debt which our fins had contracted . He has obey-

ed the whole preceptive part ofthe law : been perfect

in his compliance with all its commands, and fulfilled

all righteousness , that he might intitle us tothe eternal

inheritance and purchaſe falvation for us. And all this

he has done in the capacity of our furety. It is in our

name, place and ſtead that he has wrought out this per

fect righteoufnefs. An intereft in him does therefore

inveft us with this righteoufnefs, and make it as much

ours, and pleadable by us, as if it had been in fact per-

fonallyperformedby ourfelves.

Now it isby faith that we obtain an actual intereſt in

him, and fo are cloathed upon with his righteouſneſs,

and in that refpect we are juftified by faith. The gof-

pel proclaims the happy tidings of Chrift and redemp-

tion ; faith affents to, and entertains this bleffed pro-

clamation. The goſpel makes a free tender of purchaf

ed falvation to finners, fenfible of their need of it, and

willingto accept it ; faith complies with the offer, and

readily embraces a tendered Saviour. The gospel pro-

pofes Chrift's righteoufnefs and that only, for our jufti-

fication; faith makes us effeem all things but lofs anddung,

that we may win Christ andbe found in him. The gofpel

requires a life of holy obedience unto God, as a proper

fruit and evidence of faith, as a teſtimony of our accep-

tance ofthis offered Saviour, and our gratitude to him.

Unfeignedfaith produces the happy effect wherever it

is. Faith purifies the heart, and works by love. So

that faith is in every thing a compliance with what the

goſpel requires to the conftituting and determining us
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juftified perfons. Chrift is the end ofthe lawfor righteouf-

nefs, to every one that believeth. He that is once brought

to live by the faith of the Son of God, is no longer under

the law but under grace ; no longer confidered as in

Adam, by whoſe diſobedience he was made a finner, but

as in Chrift, by whoſe obedience he is made righteous.

And thus faith brings us pardon and falvation, as it u-

nites us to Chrift, interefts us in his perfect obedience,

and makes his righteouſneſs ours. Whencethe righteouſ-

nefs ofGod is faid to be revealedfrom faith tofaith. Rom.

i. 17. And we are told, that the righteouſneſs of God is

by faith ofJefus Chrift, unto all, and upon all them that

believe. Rom. iii. 22.

ii.

3. Faith has the promiſe of Chrift's continual inter-

ceffion for us. Our highest attainments in faith and ho-

linefs, are accompanied with many imperfections. In

many things we all effend. And as we are daily charge-

able with new fins, we ftand in daily need ofnew par-

don andjuftification ; upon whichaccount Jefus Chriſt,

the righteous, is repreſented as our advocate with the

Father, to procure this for us ; and to beflow it upon us,

1 John . 1. The apoftle puts an emphaſis on Chrift's

interceffion, Rom. viii . 34. Who is he that condemneth 7

It is Chrift that died, yea rather that is rifen again, who is

even at the right hand ofGod, who also maketh interceffionfor

us. Now being intereſted in Chrift by faith, we have an

intereft in his interceffion : and by the efficacy ofhis in-

terceffion, the believer obtains a renewed pardon of his

daily tranfgreffions, and a confirmed pardon of all his

trefpaffes. We have, through faith renewedly exerci.

fed a claim to have all ournew fins pardoned, and blot.

ted out, by a fresh application of Chrift's blood,
and

imputation of his righteoufnefs. The believer is made

accepted in the beloved ; and by virtue of his advoca

cy, the prayer of faith receives an anfwer of peace.

Wherefore he is able to fave them to the uttermoft , that come

to God byhim, Jeeing he ever lives to make interceffion for

them. Heb. vii. 25.

I fhall now proceedto makefome pratical improve-

ment of what hath been faid,
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"

never

USE. 1. This adminifters matter of conviction and

awakening, to all that reft in an eftate of unbelief. If

we are intereſted in the propitiation of Chrift by faith

in his blood, what must bethe cafe of thoſe who are def-

titute of a faving faith ? We are told, John iii . 18, 36.

That they are condemned already , that they shall not fee

life ; but the wrath of God abideth on them. Which aw-

ful confideration might juſtly ſtartle and furprize the fe-

cureft finners ; and put them upon the moft folicitous

inquiry after Chrift and an intereſt in him by faith. Can

you efteem it a trifling concern, whether you arefaved

or damned ; whether you are by faith partakers of the

falvation Chrift has purchaſed, or whether you are by

your unbelief fhut out, of the glories of the heavenly

world, and left to lament your mifery and lofs with

moft amazing horror, to all eternity ? Remember, that

if you continue and die in unbelief, your mifery muſt

bear proportion to the mercy you have abufed and

forfeited ; and it would have been better for you

to have heard of a Saviour, than to perih in your fins ,

from under goſpel-light and grace. This will be your

condemnation that light is come into the world, and you have

chofen darkne fs rather than light ; becauſe your deeds are

evil. John iii. 19. You have the revelation of this

falvation ; and the continued offers of it , upon moſt eaſy

and honorable terms. You have it preffed upon you,

by repeated inculcation , in the ordinances of the gol

pel : and how aggravated will your guilt be if you fe

light by this precious Saviour, and reject his falvation !

O that neglectful finners might therefore be awakened

out oftheir fecurity, to fee their miſery and danger, be-

fore it be too late ; before the things oftheirpeace are hidden

from their eyes ; and before the offers of falvation through

faith in Jefus Chrift, be for ever fure ! O fooliſh un-

believers, who hath bewitched you, that you fhould not obey

the truth, before whofe eyes Jefus Chrift hath been evidently

fetforth, crucifiedamongyou ! O the aftonishing folly of

Chrift-defpifers and gofpel-neglectors, who notwith-

ſtanding you are brought in view with the heavenly
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Canaan, will after all perish in the wilderneſs ; and have

your final lot affigned you among hypocrites and unbe-

lievers ; O how can you reftthus contented in an eſtate

of unbelief, until you provoke God tofwear in his wrath,

that youfhall never enter into his reft ! Had you not better

accept the Saviour now, than to have him your angry

judge at laft, and reject you with a verily, I know you not !

Had you not better hearken to the offers of mercy now,

than to have the gofpel itfelf, and all the ordinances of

falvation you have ever enjoyed, rife up in judgment a-

gainst you, to aggravate your condemnation ! But alas !

till your eyes are opened, to fee your fin and danger,

you willnot come unto Chriſt, that you might have life : You

will rather run the venture of eternal perdition, than

accept of this precious Saviour and his great falvation,

though fo freely offered. This feems to be the cafe of

the greateff part of the gofpelized world. And they

must beleft to the confequences oftheir unhappy choice.

They must find, by fad experience, the dreadful effects

of neglecting fo great falvation, before they will receive

conviction.

USE 2. Let all be exhorted to makeit their concern

to obtain a true faith in Jefus Chrift, by which alone

they can be juftified in the fight of God. What has

been faid already, gives full evidence, that this is an af-

fair of everlasting importance, a concern, that your e-

ternity depends upon ; and that you may expect to re-

joice withjoy unfpeakable andfull of glory, or mourn bit-

terly, with the fharpeft accents of horror and agony,

accordingto our compliance with, or rejection of this

gofpel exhortation. It is founded on fcripture-calls

and precepts, inforced with the moſt folemn and affect-

ing fanctions, both of promifes and threatenings. You

have many examples, both to encourage, and to warn

you. You are invited tobe followers ofthem, who thro

faith andpatience do inherit the promiſes. And to a care

of obtaining like precious faith with them , you areſtrong-

ly excited, by the endearing attractives of Chriſt's infi

nite love, in his giving himself for and to his people.
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therefore befeech you, brethren, by the mercies of God our

Saviour; that you come unto Chrift as to a livingſtone, dif-

allowed indeed ofmen, but chofen of God , and precious. To

this you are alſo moſt awfully warned by the awakening

alarms of your guilt and danger. Take heed therefore,

brethren, left there be in any ofyou an evil heart of unbelief,

in departingfrom the living God. It is high time to fly

from the impending ftorm, to this hope fet before you.

Be prevailed with to take hold of this inſtruction, and

not let it go, but to keep it ; for it is your life.

Labor after an effectual fenfe of the infinite impor-

tance of a faving faith in Chrift. Get it impreffed up-

on yourmind, that you must believe in Chrift, or periſh

without remedy. Do not put off this eternal concern ;

but think of it now, and think of it folemnly, as you

muft think of it when you come to your final trial .

Let this confideration lie down and rife up with you :

Hethat believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that

believeth not, fhall be damned.

Labor after a lively impreffion of your incapacity to

produce this important grace in yourfelves. Keep up

a conſtant remembrance, that flesh and blood cannot reveal

this toyou: but our Father which is in heaven. Let the

humbling thought bring you to God's foot ; and make

you deeply fenfible that you lie at his mercy, unable to

help yourſelves, and unworthy of divine relief,

Let a difcovery of this your diftreffed cafe quicken

you to greater diligence in ſeeking the influence ofthe

bleffed Spirit, to work this faith in you. Be impor-

tunate in prayer, and in all ways of duty to have the

good pleasure of God's goodness and the work offaith with

power wrought in your fouls.

And labor to exercife faith in Chrift. Though you

cannot work this grace in yourfelves, yet if ever you

obtain it, you yourſelves muſt uſe and exercife it. The

principle is from God, but the act muſt be your own.

If God bring you to exercife this grace, you must be

made willing in the day ofhis power, and act with your

free confent. This is his commandment, the great com.
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mand of the gofpel, That you should believe on the name

of his Son Jefus Chrift . It is therefore your duty to be-

lieve, and by confequence to labor to believe in Chrift ;

and if God gives you the grace to do lo, it will be by

quickening and ftrengthening you in the way of your

prayers and your endeavors. Labor therefore to com-

ply with the gracious offer and call of the gospel, to fee

your perifhing condition without Chrift, and to realize

his ability and readineſs to help and to fave you. Con-

template his infinite excellencies and complete fuffici-

ency for you ; and endeavor, looking to God for his gra-

cious affiftance, to chooſe Chrift for your Saviour and

portion, to prefer an intereft in him above all the world,

to rely upon him as the author of your eternal falva-

tion, and to plead his righteouſneſs before God as your

only claim to mercy. In a word, endeavor to accept

him upon his own terms ; and be earneft with God

in your continual fupplications, for grace to help you,

that you may indeed receive Chrift Jefus the Lord, and

walk in him. Though you are without firength, yet thro?

Chriftfirengthening you, you can do all things : And you

fhould attempt, in his ftrength, to do what otherwiſe

you are utterly infufficient for,

USE 3. Let all be exhorted to utmoſt care and cau-

tion, that they be not deceived in this momentous af-

fair, and that they do not take up with a falfe and coun-

terfeit faith, which will iffue in a fatal and eternal dif-

appointment of all their expectations. Multitudes have

been, and we may be deceived ; and it is impoffible to

imagine the confufion that will cover us, if we are too

late convinced of our miſtake, and afhamed of our

hope.

See that you evidence to yourſelves the fincerity of

your faith, by an carneſt defire after Chrift for your

portion, and by the higheſt efteem for him.
If you

have a true faith, you will have the Lord Jefus Chrift

reprefented to you as the chiefof ten thousand, altogether

Lovely and will certainly value him accordingly. Hence

it is laid, untoyou that believe Chrift is precious1 Pet. ii. 7.
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Evidence the fincerity of your faith by an univerfal

hatred of fin, and by an earneſt conſtant endeavor af-

ter the victory over all your lufts, without any referve.

We are told, that faith purifies the heart. Acts xv, 9.

And that whosoever is born of God doth not commitfin

for his feed remaineth in him, and he cannot fin, becauſe he

is born of God. 1 John iii. 9.

Evidence the truth of your faith by a life of univerfal

holiness, by a careful conſtant endeavor after conformity

tothe wholerevealed will of God, by purity of heart and

hands. Walk in all the ways of God and godliness, in

all the duties of religion, and in all the duties of each

relation which God has placed you in ; and endeavor,

to approve yourſelves to a pure and holy God, in the

diſcharge of them all. You may depend upon it, that

no other evidence of fincerity without this can stand

you in ftead. Refolve then as he, James ii. 18. I will

fhew myfaith by my works.

Evidence the truth of your faith by having your af-

fections weaned from the world, and byfeeking the things

which are above, where Chrift Jefus fits at the right hand

ofGod. If you are true believers, you look not at the

things that are feen and temporal ; but at thoſe which are

unfeen and eternal. You are looking upon all the affairs

of time, but as trifling and vain, compared to the con-

cerns ofa future and everlaſting world. For this is the

victory that overcometh the world, even ourfaith. 1 John

V. 4. Faith worketh by love, not to the world, or the things

ofit, but to God, and the things ofGod.
Love not the world

therefore, or the things of the world ; for if ye love the

world, the love ofthe Father is not inyou.

Finally-Evidence the fincerity of your faith by an

habitual fubjection of foul to the Lord Jefus Chrift, and

fervent applications unto him, to work in and for you

the good pleaſure of his will. Commit the whole con-

cern of your falvation to him. Look to him in a way

ofconftant carneft prayer and active diligence, for all

fupplies of grace. Whatever darkness, whatever dead-

nefs, whatever afflictions or temptations you may meet

Q
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with, ftill repair to him, that you may obtain mercy , and

findgrace to help in a time ofneed, that ofhis fullness you

may receive even grace for grace.
You cannot trust too

little to yourſelves, nor too much to him, in the way of

duty. Refolve therefore conftantly to come, empty and

felf-infufficient, to him, and open your mouth wide thathe

mayfill it. If you thus believe in him, you ſhall never be

confounded. I conclude with thoſe words of the apoſtle,

1 John iii. 21-24. Beloved, if our hearts condemn us

not, then have we ccnfidence towards God. And whatſoever

we afk, we receive of him, becauſe we keep his command-

ments, and do thofe things that are pleaſing in his fight.

And this is his commandment, that we ſhould believe on the

name of his Son Jefus Chrift , aud love one another, as he

gave commandment. And he that keepeth his command-

ments dwelleth in him , and he in them ; and hereby we

know that be abideth in us, by the ſpirit which he hath giv-

en us.



DISCOURSE

ON

PERSEVERANCE.

ROMANS viii . 30.

Whom hejustified , them he also glorified.

HIS brief claufe is the laft link of that golden

THIS
chain, which extends from everlaſting to everlaſt-

ing, and connects a paſt and future eternity. It takes

its rife in God's foreknowledge and eternal purpoſe of

grace to the elect, and reaches through their vocation

and juftification on earth unto their eternal glorification

in heaven. It fhews us the inviolable connection be-

tween the decree of God, and the progreffive execution

of it, in our prefent preparation for, and final admit-

tance to everlasting glory. And as we are here affuied,

that the counfel of the Lord fhall ftand, firm as his own

being, and without any variation or ſhadow of turning,

fo we are equally affured, that where God's eternal

counfel is manifefted in our effectúal calling and jufti-

fication, by confequence our eternal falvation is alfo

manifeft and certain. The perfeverance ofthe faints

through faith unto falvation, is here founded upon the

fame immutable certainty with the purpoſe and decree

of God. As all whom he did predeflinate fhall be certainly

called ; not only by the outward invitations of the goſpel,

but by the inward powerful influences of the bleffed Spi-

rit, whereby they shall be brought to a hearty compliance
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with gofpel offers ; fo they whom he thus calleth , he

as certainly juftifieth, through Chrift's righteoufnefs im-

puted to them, and received by faith : And being thus

juftified, they fhall with the fame certainty be alío glo-

rified.

But that I may fet the text in a more clear and dif-

tinct view, I fhall conſider,

First, What we are to underſtand by our being juſti-

fied.

Secondly, How it appears, that all who are juflified,

fhall be alfo glorified.

Finally, Make fome practical improvement.

I. I fhall premife fome hints on the article of juſti-

fication. And I would here obferve, that having already

in a former difcourfe particularly confidered both the

price and the means of our reconciliation to God and

acceptance with him, I am now only to fet in view the

nature of this precious benefit, as perfonally received ;

and it may be fummarily reprefented in the following

defcription.

Fuflification is the gracious fentence of God, whereby a

finner is on account of Chriſt's ſatisfaction, at or upon his

believing, actually acquitted from guilt and condemnation,

acceptedas righteous in the fight ofGod, and thereby entitled

to eternal life.

I confiderjuftification as a gracious fentence of God

and fo the apoftle confiders it in the 33d verfe of our

context, Whofhall lay any thing to the charge ofGod's elect?

It is God thatjuftifieth. Juftification is a forenfic term,

and fignifies the fentence ofa judge whereby an accuſed

or condemned perfon is difcharged fromthe imputation

of guilt or the infliction of punishment, and whereby he

is pronounced juft, and accepted as fuch. Thus in the

prefent cafe, the perfon juftified has a gracious fentence

paffed upon him in a judiciary way. The great Law-

giver and Judge of the world pronounces his abfolution,

and acknowledges him to be in his favor and friendſhip,

accepted as righteous in the court of heaven. Sanctif-

cation and juftification are carefully to be diftinguifhcd.
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That isa qualitative-this a relative change. That is a

change of our moral ſtate, nature and difpofition, but

this a change of our covenant ftate, law condition and

character in reference to God : That is an incomplete

change, defective as to the decree at prefent, but this a

full and perfect one : That is a change by the operation

of the holy fpirit within us, this by the declaration of

the Sovereign Judge without us. Juftification is allo

to be diftinguished from the approving fentence of our

own confcience. For confcience mifguided may ac

quit, when God condemns. The man may vote him-

felf rich and increafed withgoods, andin need of nothing,

whom yet this Supreme Judge pronounces wretched and

miferable, and poor, and blind, and naked. So on the

other hand, confcience may condemn when God acquits.

The man may walk in darkneſs and fee no light, whom

yet this Supreme Judge invites to trust in the name of

the Lord, and toftay himfelf upon his God. The juſtify-

ing fentence then is that of God, and not of confcience,

It is God thatjuftifieth : Herein following his own re-

vealed will, the external rule of juftification, and not

always accompanying it with the internal teftimony of

his fpirit in our confcience. The divine fentence may

be actually pronounced, and yet not fenfibly perceived

by the foul, on which it is paffed .

I give the fubject of this gracious benefit the denomi-

nation of a finner ; becauſe I would keep it in mind,

that juftification is an act of God's free fovereign grace

towards lapfed, guilty, unworthy creatures ; that not ac-

cording to works of righteouſneſs, which we have done, but

accordingtohis mercy hefaved us ; that although we are

juftified in the way of believing, yet even our faith is

not fo much as in part our juflifying righteoufnefs ; that

although the fentence of juftification does, in order of

nature, follow our union to Chrift by faith, yet it is an

inftantaneous benefit, and no interval of time paffes be-

tween the one and the other. When the ſpirit ofgrace

comes to work in us faith, the means of our receiving

Chri's righteouſneſs to juftify us, he finds us in our

Q2
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fins, dead in trefpaffes, as well as dead in law .- Hence

though in one place God is deſcribed as the juſtifier of

him which believeth inJefus. Rom. iii . 26. yet in another

he is spoken of in that language, him thatjuftifieth the un-

godly. Rom. iv. 5. Not that he leaves us ungodly, al-

though he finds us fo : For God purifies our hearts by

faith, at the fame time that he juftifies us through faith.

And indeed faith is in its nature a fanctifying principle ;

it is itſelf a branch of the new creature, and is influen-

tial into progreffive fanctification. However, in the

firft act of faith we confider ourſelves as condemned fin-

ners, and flee for refuge, to lay hold upon the hope fet be-

fore us ; looking unto Jefus, we receive the atonement, for

our pardon andjuftification ; whence it is called faith in

his blood. Rom. iii . 25. And then faith operates as a

principle of fanctification, works by love, and excites a

care to purify ourfouls in obeying the truth through the

Spirit. But further, in a larger fenfe , even the renew-

ed believer may be called a finner ; he is fo in the eye

of the law, as coming infinitely fhort of its juft demands

in his perfonal qualifications and performances ; but al

though in himself a finner, yet at the inftant of conver-

fion being vitally united to Chrift and abfolved from the

curfe and penalty of the law, there is thenceforward no

condemnation unto him. And then I characterize hita

a finner, becauſe the very idea ofpardon, and ofthejuf-

tification we are upon, fpeaks the propriety of fo de

fcribing him . For although a believer may, in fome

fenfe, be faid to be juftified by works, as they are evi-

dences for him, and plead in his vindication, againſt the

charge of hypocrify, upon his trial as a gofpel profeffor ;

yet in the cafe before us, as ftanding at the bar of the

law, he is not juftified by works, but by grace : Al-

though a criminalin the view ofjuftice, he has, by ani

act offovereign grace, his fins covered, and righteouf-

nefs without works imputed to him.

By our being juſtified on account of Chrift's fatisfac-

tion, at or upon our believing, is to be understood , that

we are pardoned and accepted with God through the
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righteousness of Chrift imputed to us, and reckoned ours

in the construction of redeeming mercy, upon our re-

ceiving Chrift by faith, and not before. Hence it is

faid in our context-Whom he called themhe alſo juſtified,

and hence the righteousness ofGod is faid to be revealed

fromfaith to faith. Rom. i. 17. Our first actual parti-

cipation inthe righteoufnefs of Chrift, is upon the Spi-

rit's first working faith in us, and thereby uniting us to

Chrift in our effectual calling : the continued applica

tion of it, and renewed benefit by it, is upon the conti-

nued exiſtence and renewed exercife of the fame faith.

And thusthejuſt ſhall live by faith ; that is, they are in

a ftate of life and peace with God, from theirunion to

Chrift by faith. He that hath the Son hath life. Thejuf-

tification of life commences with their being made par-

takers of Chrift ; and Chrift dwells in their heart by

faith. It is through faith that they are interefted in the

benefits of his redemption ; and they are kept by the

powerofGodthrough faith unto falvation . All pretences

therefore to eternal juftification are fuperceded, as un-

fcriptural and unreasonable. The believer's juftification ,

it is true, was determined in God's eternal couafel, and

in the covenant of redemption; and fo likewife was

his fanctification and his fature glory. But willthey pre-

tend, that we were fanctified or glorified from all eter-

nity ? Neither can they with any better fhew ofreafon,

pretend to an eternal jullification. Thele all ftand on

the fame foot, as to thedecree of God, and the promife

in Chrift; and may be faid in their caufes to be eternal,

though neither of them fo in themfelves, but are events

that fall within the compals of time, as to their actuat

accomplishment. Thatjuftification imports a real event

in time, coming to pafs at or upon believing, and not-

before, is evident from thefe fcriptures, which ſpeak of

it as a future confequence : By his knowledge SHALL my

righteous fervant jußify many. By the obedience of one

SHALL many be made righteous. That righteousness MIGHT

BE imputed unto them alp.- All that hold mankind to be-

children of wrathby naure, de confefs fuch an imputa
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tion offin in time, as is utterly inconfiftent with jufti

fication from eternity. Ifthe curfe of the law be a real

thing, and not imaginary, then the juftification that re-

verfes and removes it must be what takes place in time,

and muſt be acknowledged a tranfaction in time as real

as the condemnation it ftands in oppofition to. In fhort,

the elect as well as others, before their vital union to

Chrift by faith, are in a ftate of actual condemnation ;

and therefore, while fo, moft certainly cannot be in a

ſtate of actual juftification. It is without any diftinc

tion of perfons always true, that he who believeth not, is

condemned already ; becauſe he hath not believed in the name

ofthe only begotten Son ofGod. John iii. 18. But in be-

lieving the foul paffes from death to life, by virtue ofa

perfect righteoufnefs revealed and applied to him,

which he actually had not before his believing. Man

believeth unto righteoufnefs, Rom. x. 10. untothe obtain-

ing and poffeffing of it. Faith is the means of receiving

the gift of righteoufnefs . No unbeliever is in the poffel-

fion and enjoyment of it. A man is perfonallyjuftified

no otherwife than by Chrift and his righteoufnefs ap-

plied.

Our juftification is confidered asan acquittance from

guilt and condemnation. Not that the juftified perfon

is free from remaining fin and imperfection. For, in

many things we all offend. And if weJay that we have no

fin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But

though the believer has contracted guilt enough, to fe-

parate him from the favor of God for ever, yet the atone-

ment that Chrift has made for him , is a fufficient fatis-

faction to the demands ofjuftice. Though in his high-

eft attainments he is chargeable with renewed and re-

peated offences againft God, he will yet be faved to the

uttermof, Jeeing Chrift ever lives to make intercefion for

him. This therefore is his comfortable and happy flate,

beingjuflified by faith, he hath peace with God. Rom. v. 1.

Chrift's righteoufuefs being inputed to the believer,

hence his fius, how great and aggravated foever, will no

more be imputed to him unto condemnation. Juftice
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is fatisfied, and the law fulfilled by the Redeemer. The

believer's guilt is therefore finally taken away, and he

freed from all obligation to puniſhment for ever.

Nor is it a mere conditional abfolution, but an actual

difcharge ; putting him not merely into a ſtate offalva-

bility, but ofprefent and everlafting fafety. This is the

cafe ofthem, whofe iniquities are forgiven, and whofe fins

are covered ; unto whom the Lord WILL NOT impute fin.

Rom. iv. 71 8.

Our jufiification does likewife imply an acceptance

of our perfons, as pefectly righteous in the fight of God.

-Though God knows, that numberlefs fpots and blem-

ifhes cleave to the brighteft performances, that the beſt

of the children of men are capable of in this life, and

that their very tears want waſhing in the blood ofChrift ;

yet the believer's faith interefts hire in all that Chriſt

has done and fuffered for him ; and clothes him in that

white raiment, which covers all his fins , that theshame

of his nakednefs do not appear. His inherent perfonal

righteousness is full of flaws and imperfections, but bis

furety's righteouſneſs, which he hath received by faith,

is abfolutely perfect and complete. This being imputed

to him, he is accepted of by God on this account; and

in this his juftifying righteoufnefs, the pure eyes of

divine juftice can fee no defect.- For Chrift is the end

ofthe lawfor righteousness , to every one believed. Rom. x. 4.

Hence fuch are faid to be made accepted in the beloved.

Eph . i. 6.

Juftification must be alfo confidered as including a ti-

tle to everlasting life, a full right to the whole of falva-

tion with eternal glory. Being now juftified by his blood,

much more shall we befavedfrom wrath through him. Rom.

v. 9. And verſe 21. That asfin hath reigned unto death,

evenfo might grace reign through righteoufnefs unto eternal

life, by Jefus Christ our Lord. This is most undoubted,

that these muft either be heirs of eternal life, or heirs

ofeternal deſtruction . But how can the latter be fup-

pofed of thoſe who are intereſted in Chrift, reconciled

to God and favorites ofheaven ? Can it be fuppofed,
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that thoſe whom Chrift has purchaſed with his blood,

thoſe to whomhe has applied the merits of his cross and

benefits of his redemption, fhall fall fhort of the pur-

chafed poffeffion ? Are they drawn to Chrift by the

powerful influences of the divine grace ? Are they

united to him by a lively faith ? Are they accepted of

God as his children and friends ? Arethey dear to him ;

and does he tender them as the apple ofhis eye? Are they

renewed in the fpirit of their minds ; and made meetfor

the inheritance of the faints in light ? And fhall any fuch,

after all, fpend a dreadful eternity in amazing anguifh

and horror, among devils and damned fpirits ? How

monftroufly inconfiftent is the fuppofition, and contra .

dictory to the whole tenor of the gofpel ? John v. 24.

Verily, verily, I fay unto you, he that heareth my word, and

believeth on him that fent me, hath everlasting life, andfhalt

not come into condemnation, but is paffed from death unte

life. Juftification is a final and perfect abfolution from

fin and the curfe, and invefts us with an actual and com-

plete right to pofitive happiness for ever. Hence the

pardoned man is pronounced the bleffed man. Rom.

iv. 6. Even as David alfo defcribeth the bleffedness of

the man unto whom God imputed righteousness without

works. Whofoiswife, will obferve and underſtand theſe

things.

Now ifany fhould furmife and object that true be-

lievers may fall away from grace, diffolve their union

to Chrift, lofe their near relation to God, and provoke

him to caft them off for their apoftacy ; our text affures

us of the contrary. For whom he juflified, them he alfo

glorified. This brings me to the other thing propoſed to

confideration .

II. How it appears, that all who are juſtified, ſhall be

glorified..

And here let it be remarked,

1. This appears from the immutability of God's e-

ternal counſel. We read, Thefoundation of God fland-

ethfure, having this feal-the Lord knoweth them that are

ki . 2 Tim. kl. 19. If God has chofen them to eternal
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life, his counfelfhall fand, and he will do all his pleaſure,

Ifhe has not chofen them to eternal life, how came they

by the qualifications for it ? Are not theſe the fruits

and confequences of electing love ? Whom he did predef-

tinate, them he alſo called, and whom he called, them he alſo

juftified. He hath chofen us in Chrift, that weshould be ho-

ly. He hath chofen us to falvation, through fan& ification

ofthefpirit, and belief ofthe truth. Now ifhe has pre-

determined theſe qualifications as the means offalvation,

if he has connected the means and the end together, in

his eternal purpoſe, as the fcripture affures us that he

has, it then follows, that all thoſe whom he has juſtified,

them he willalfo glorify ; there muft otherwife be a change

of purpoſe in God, which were blafphemy to fuppofe.

Ifany man apoftatize and fall out of a juftified ſtate, it

muſt be either becaufe fome do in time cometo Chrift,

whom the Father had not given him in his eternal

counsel; or becauſe he hath eternally given fome to

Chrift, and determined that they fhould come to him,

who fhall nevertheleſs be left to fall away and finally

mifcarry.

Notthe former: For all that the Father hathgiven un-

to Chrift, fhallcome to him , and none but they. John vi.

37. The election obtain this grace and the rest are blinded.

Rom. xi. 7. How can any man come unto the Son, un-

leſs it be given him ofthe Father ? And how can this be

given him in time, if God did not eternally determine

to give it him, without a change of purpoſe and coun-

fel in God?

Not the latter : For him that cometh unto Chriſt, he will

inno wife cast out. John vi. 37. He that believethin him

fhall notperish, but have everlaſting life, John iii , 16. This

is the Father's will, that ofall which he hathgiven to Chrift,

he fhould lofe nothing but should raiſe it up again at the

Last day. John vi . 39.

Let us confider this argument in one view, and fee

whether it can admit of an anſwer, without a flat con-

tradiction both to the fcriptures, and to the nature of

things. Ifnoman can come to Chrift, unleſs he were giv-
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en tohim in God's eternal counfel ; if all that were giv

en to Chriftin God's eternal counſel fhall come to him ;

if none that do come ſhall be caſt out or loſt, but all be

raifed up to falvation at the laſt day, then furely allthat.

arejuftified, fhall be glorified, which was the thing to

be proved.

I might add to this, that we are exhorted , 2 Peter i.

10. to make our election fure ; which muft intend, that

wemake it ſure to ourſelves, or make ourſelves fure of

it for as to the decree of God, or the final event, theſe

are in themſelves as fure already as they can be made.

We can contribute nothing to the immutability of the

divine counſel, or certainty of the future iffue. This

exhortation does therefore fuppofe, that an inward con-

fcioufnefs and affurance of our election is attainable in

this life ; it would otherwiſe be unreaſonable and im-

pertinent to prefs it upon us.
And if there be a cer-

tainty of our election attainable, it muſt neceffarily fol-

low, that all true believers fhall certainly perfevere to

the end. For how can I be fure of my election by any

poffible qualification, if my falvation be not with the

fame certainty connectedto fuch qualification, as it is to

the eternal decree ofGod?-I may be fure, that I am

now intereſted in Chrift by a lively faith ; but I cannot

be fure, that I am choſen to eternal falvation , or fhall e-

ver obtain it, but from a certainty of my perfeverance

in my prefent ftate of fafety. This argument may be

thus fummed up all that are elected fhall certainly be

faved ; and all that have a true faith in Jefus Chrift aré

certainly elected ; for bythis only we can make our elec-

tion fure. From hence the conclufion is neceffary, that

all who have a true faith in Jefus Chrift, fhall be kept

by thepower ofGod tofalvation. Or in other words, that

the faints fhall perfevere in grace, and all whom God hath

juftified, he will also finally glorify.

2. This appears alfo from the fufficiency of Chrift's

Redemption, for the recovery and happiness of all to

whom it is applied.

Our bleffed Redeemer has not only procured for be-
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lievers the pardon of their fins, and a reconciliation un-

to God ; but he has alfo purchaſed for them a title to

God's favor here, and to eternal happineſs hereafter.

Whence heaven is called the believer's inheritance, and

his purchafedpoffeffion . Eph. i. 14-Now ifChrift has

purchaſed this inheritance for the believer, and made o-

verthe title tohim in his juftification , who shall deprive

him of his own eftate, procured for him at fuch an in-

finite price ?

Can it confift with the juftice of God, to accept ofa

vicarious fatisfaction for all our fins, and in confequence

of that to give us a diſcharge from fin and guilt in our

juftification ; and yet to require perfonal fatisfaction from

us, in our everlafting punishment ? Will he accept of

the full price of our eternal inheritance from our fure-

ty, and yetrefule us the poffeffion ? Will he give us a

right to eternal life upon Chrift's account, and yet fi.

nally exclude us from it ? Our Lord affures us, it can-

not be. Myfheep hear my voice ; and I give unto them e-

ternal life ; and they fhall never perish, neither ſhall any

pluck them out ofmy hand. John x. 27, 28.

Can it conſiſt with the goodness of God, to beftow an

intereſt in Chrift upon the believer, and yet to withhold

from him the glorious benefits of his redemption ? The

apoſtle affures us, it cannot be. He that spared not his

own Son ; but freely delivered him upfor us all, howſhall

he not withhim alfofreelygive us all things ? Rom. viii. 32.

It ſhould be here remembered, that our Lord Jefus

Chriſt has purchaſed the means, as well as the end, for

all that believe in him : not only eternal life , but alſo

continued fupplies of renewing grace, whereby they

fhall be made meet for it. This is certainly purchaſed

for fome believers. Whence do they elle obtain perſe-

vering grace, if not from this fountain ? And if for

fo:ne believers , why not for all ? Unleſs the faith ofſome

gives thembut a partial intereft in Chrift's redemption.

It cannot be doubted, but that fome believers do in fact

perfevere, through grace and ftrength received from

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Nor can it be doubted but that

R
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Chrift has purchaſed that grace and ſtrength for them,

which he beltows upon them. Now every juftified

perfon is either interested in all the redemption purchaf-

ed by Christ, or only in part of it. If any are intereſt-

ed but in part of it, they are but partly juftified, which

is too great an abfurdity to be fuppofed. If they are

interested in all the redemption of Chrift, upon their

believing in him, they partake of all the ſpiritual bleſſ-

ings, that any others are entitled to, and confequently

perſevere to eternal falvation.

And thus the cafe is accordingly reprefented in the

fcriptures. Eph. v. 25, 26, 27. Chrift also loved the

church, and gave himſelffor it, that he might fan&tify and

cleanfe it, that he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious

church, not having ſpot or wrinkle or any fuch thing, but

that it should be holy and without blemiſh. Tit. ii. 14. Who

gave himselffor us, that he might redeem usfrom all ini-

quity, &purifyto himfelfa peculiar people, zealous ofgood

works.-Heb. x. 14. For by one offering he hath perfected

for ever them that are fanctified. By which texts and

many others that might be cited, it appears, that Chriſt

has purchaſed fanctifying and perſevering grace for be-

lievers. From whence they may confidently draw this

comfortable conclufion, that they are begotten again to a

lively hope, bythe refurrection ofJefus Chriftfrom the dead,

to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and thatfad

eth not away, referved in heavenfor them ; who are kept by

thepower ofGod through faith untofalvation. 1 Pet. i. 3,

4, 5.

3. This is likewiſe evident from the tenor ofthe gof-

pel-covenant.

As the Lord Jefus Chrift has purchaſed a perſevering

grace for believers, fo God hath, in a way of covenant,

obliged himselfto beſtow it upon all fuch. 2 Sam. xxiii.

5. Although my houſe be not ſo with God, yet he hath made

with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and

fure. Ila. lv. 3. I will make an everlasting covenant with

you, even thefure mercies ofDavid. Ifa . Ixi . 8. I will di-

rect their work in truth ; and I will make an everlaſting co-
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venant with them. Jer. xxxi. 40. And I willmake an ever-

lafting covenant with them, that I will not turn awayfrom

them, to dothem good; but I will put my fear into their

hearts, theyfhall not depart from me. Ezek. xxxvii. 26 ,

27. Moreover, I will make a covenant ofpeace with them,

itfhall be an everlasting covenant-Yea , I will be their God ;

and theyfhall be my people. Heb. viii. 10. For this is the

covenant that I will make with the Houfe of Ifrael, after

thofe days, faith the Lord, I will put my laws into theirminds,

and write them in their hearts ; and I will be unto them a

God, and they shall be to me a people. By thefe cited

fcriptures, we ſee the tenor of the covenant of grace.

It is a covenant everlaſting andJure ; a covenant, that he

will not turn awayfrom them to do them good, that he will

put his fear in their hearts, that he will put his laws in

their minds, and write them in their hearts ; and what is

full to the purpoſe, a covenant, that they shall not depart

from him.

And agreeable to the tenor ofthis covenant, we have

repeated affurances in feripture, that believers actually

fhall be preſerved through all difficulties, dangers, and

temptations, to the heavenly kingdom. Thus, Pfal.

xxxvii. 28. For the Lord lovethjudgment, and forfaketh

not his faints ; they are preferved for ever. John iv. 14.

Whosoeverdrinketh ofthe water that I fhall give him, ſhall

never thirst ; but the water that Ifſhall give him, ſhall be in

him a well ofwater, Springing up into everlafting life. Mat.

xviii. 14. Even fo it is not the will ofyour Father which is

in heaven, that one of theſe little ones ſhould perish, Rom.

viii. 35, 38, 39. Who hall ſeparate us from the love of

Chrift? fhall tribulation, or diſtrefs, or perfecution , orfa-

mine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or fword? I am perfuaded,

that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,

nor powers, nor things prefent, nor things to come, nor

height, nor depth, nor any other creatureſhall be able toſe-

parate usfrom the love ofGod, which is in ChriftJeſus our

Lord. Rom. xi. 29. For the gifts and calling of God are

without repentance. 1 Cor. i . 8, 9. Whoshall confirm you

to the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of the Lord
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Jefus Chrift. God is faithful, by whom ye were called unte

the fellowship of his Son Jefus Christ our Lord. 2 Theff. iii.

3. Butthe Lord isfaithful, who ſhall ſtabliſh you, and keep

you from evil. 2 John 2. For the truth's fake, which

dwelleth in us, and ſhall be with usfor ever. From there,

and multitudes of fuch like fcriptures, it is moft appa-

rent, that God has by covenant, by his immutable pro-

inife, and the gracious encouragements of his word, ſe-

cured the confirmation, eftablishment, and final perfe-

verance of true believers.

And is he not faithful that has promiſed ? Will he not

guide them by his counſel, and afterward bring them toglo-

ry? Will he not firengthen them ? Will he not help them ?

Yea, he will uphold them bythe right hand ofhis righteouf

nefs . Believers may certainly and fafely depend upon

the faithfulness of God ; for his promifes are all yea, and

all amen in Chrift. They may depend upon it, that their

wholefpirit, and foul , and body, fſhall be preſerved blameless,

until the coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift ; for faithful is he

that calleth them, who alſo will do it. 1 Theff. v. 23, 24,

Verily if his covenant be not with day and night, if he

hath not appointed the ordinances of heaven, then will

he alter the word that is gone out of his mouth, and

fuffer his faithfulness to fail, in regard to the covenant

grace and promite of eternal ſalvation to believers.

4. The perfeverance ofthe faints is likewife evident

and certain from the interceffion of Chrift.

of

We are told, Heb. vii . 25. that Chrift is able to fave to

the uttermoft, all them that come to Ged by him, ſeeing he

ever liveth to make interceſſion for them. And, 1 John iii.

1. Ifany manfin, we have an advocate with the Father, Je-

fus Chrift the righteous. And may we not from this com-

forting confideration, make the fame challenge as the

apofile does ? Rom. viii. 34. Who is he that condemneth?

It is Chrift that died; yea, rather that is rifen again, who is

even at the right hand ofGod, who alſo maketh interceffion

for us.

Bythe intercefion of Chrift for believers, I think, is

waitedly and univerfally understood, his pleading the
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merits of his blood, and applying the benefits of his re-

demption, for the increafing or renewing their graces,

for the renewing their pardon and juftification, and for

their final confirmation and eſtabliſhment. It is his ap-

pearinginthe prefence of God for them, his pleading the

caufes of their fouls in the court of heaven, reprefent-

ing their perfons before the Supreme Judge and Govern-

or of the world, making reconciliation for their fins by

a new application of his facrifice, and perfuming their

perfons and fervices by the incenfe of his merits. It is

his praying the Father, and thereby, procuring for them,

that they receive of his fulneſs, even grace for

grace, andbe carried from ſtrength to ftrength, through

all the oppofition they meet with from their own hearts,

from Satan, or from the world, until they are prelented

without fpot, faultlefs and unrebukable, before the

throne oftheir Judge, with exceeding joy.

Nowthis interceffion of Chrift, is either promifed to

every juftified perfon, as fuch, or but to fome true be-

lievers, in diftinction from others. If the latter, then

fomejuftified perfons must have qualifications of their

own to recommend them to the interceffion of Chriſt,

which others want. There muſt be fomething that dif-

tinguishes their cafe ; and makes this infinite difference

between them and others . An intereft in the benefits

of Chrift's redemption it cannot be, for thefe every

juftified perfon equally partake of. It must therefore be

fomething of their own; and confequently they muſt

be partners with Chrift in the merit of their falvation ;

and they must have fomething to boast of, which others

have not. But this is oppofite to the whole ſcheme of

our falvation by Chrift ; and therefore abfurd. If on

the contrary, the interceffion of Chrift is promiſed to

every juftifed perfon, then every one that is juſtified,

fhall be alfo glorified ; for Chrift's interceffion is always

effectual. If we are intereſted in Chrift by faith, we

are intereſted in a whole Chrift, and all his benefits.

If we are intereſted in all the benefits of Chrift's re-

demption, we are interefled in his interceffion, which

R 2
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is one ofthem ; and if fo, we may fafely conclude, that

he willfave to the uttermoſt, ſeeing he ever lives to make in-

terceffion forus.

5. This is alfo evident from the ſtate of peace and

fafety, which the ſcriptures every where declare believ-

ers to be in.

Thus we read, Therefore being juftified by faith, ue

have peace with Ged through our Lord Jefus Chrift. By

whom alfo we have acceſs into this grace, wherein we ſtand ;

and rejoice intothis grace, wherein we fland ; and rejoice in

hope of the glory of God. For ifwhen we were enemies, we

were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more

being reconciled, we ſhall be faved by his life. And not on-

lyfo; but we joy in God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſtby

whom wehave received the atonement. Rom. v. 1, 2, 10,

11. Now the God ofpeacefill you with all joy and peace in

believing. Rain. xv. 13. Our confolation alfo aboundeth

byJefus Chrift. 2 Cor. i. 5. And the peace of God which

paffeth all understanding, ſhall keep your hearts and minds,

through Chrift Fefus. Phil. iv. 7.

Now let it be confidered : What joy and peace can

the believer poffibly obtain, or entertain, from the clear-

eft evidences of his juftification, if he has no promiſe to

reft upon, that he fhall continue in his prefent happy

ftate ; and has confequently before him a dark and dif-

treffing profpect of final apoftacy, and eternal perdi-

tion, as poffible to happen to him, and as certain in

cafe a merciful God do not uphold him by hisfreefpirit?

-If it be anſwered, that he may find peace and com-

fort from the fupporting hope, that in a way of diligent

duty he fhall from time to time obtain new fupplies of

grace ; and be finally eſtabliſhed in the poffeffion of

his inheritance : I would enquire, what foundation he

has for fuch a fupporting hope, as will afford him joy

and peace in believing ?

Can he found it upon his own good frames and pre-

fent purpoſes or refolutions ? This were to fet his foot

upon a quickfand. He that trufleth in his own heart is a

fael -Alas ! he knows by experience, that his heart is
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deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked. He

knows that he has an alluring world, a tempting devil ,

and the contagious examples and inticements of wicked.

men to deal with ; & if that be all his encouragement, the

probability is everywayagainst him, there is amuchgreat-

erprofpect of his final apoftacy than of his perfeverance ;

this therefore can afford him no peace. He cannot re-

joice in this gloomy and difmaying view of his cafe.

Where then can he found his hope!

Can he found it upon the grace of God as being fuf-

ficient for him ? This would indeed afford him peace

and comfort, if he had any promife to build upon. But,

alas ! according to the opinion I am oppofing, his pre-

fent faith gives him no fecurity of future grace. God

has not promiſed, and therefore the believer cannot con-

clude, that he ſhall not yet be left to a hard heart and a

reprobate mind, to final fecurity and impenitence. All

his expectations of future fupplies of grace may, for

ought he knows, be vain prefumption. And whatjoy

or confolation can flow from thence? What peace can

he find in believing, when he has no encouragement,

but what belongs to the unbeliever, as much as to him?

Perhaps it will be pretended, that this hope, from

which he fhould derive his comfort, may be founded

upon his fincere endeavors to live to God, to exerciſe

the graces, and to diſcharge the duties of the chriſtian

life. But I muſt yet inquire, what he has to depend

upon for maintaining the exercife of this pretended fin-

cerity ? He may imagine himſelf fincere to-day, and

yet under the prevalence of temptations or corruptions,

prove a hypocrite to-morrow ; and in that cafe what

would become of his hope and peace ? Or what would

become ofthem forever, if he fhould die in fuch a ſtate ?

Should it be even fuppofed, that the common grace,

which is generally communicated to fuch as live under

gofpel-light and advantages, were fufficient to fupport

this bope, yet this conceffion would nothing affect the

prefent argument. For how does that hope flow from

faith in Christ, which is common to the unbeliever ?
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How is that peace the confequence of our juftification,

which is common to the Chriftless finner, as well as to

them that are in Chrift ?

Infine howcanthe believer have the peace ofGod which

paffeth all underflanding, to keep his mind andheart, with-

out a well grounded hope of eternal falvation ? How

can he have ſuch a hope, without any fecurity of his

continuance in a ftate of ſafety, either from his own

qualifications or from a divine promife ? Indeed how

can he poffibly have any fuch fecurity, while actually

always liable to a final apoftacy ?-It therefore appears

to me, that by this opinion, the believer must be left

comfortless, and the fcriptures I have cited, with a

great many others of the kind, muſt be wholly unintel-

ligible. But bleffed be God, there be many, who from

happy experience can fet to their feal that God is true,

from a lively hope, a hope that maketh not aſhamed; be-

caufe the love of God isfhed abroad in their hearts , by the

holy ghost which is given unto them.

It may be objected againſt the doctrine of perfever-

ance, That it is contrary to fact and experience. No-

ah, David, Solomon, and Peter did fall from grace.

And that we find by our own obfervation, ſome ofthe

moft flourishing profeffors, who for atime appeared ve-

ry eminent Chriftians, have finally apoftatized.

In anſwer to this, it muſt be remembered, that is not

the prefent enquiry, what kind or degree of declention

from a life of vital piety, is confiftent with a juſtified

state ; but whether anyjuftified perfon will finally apof-

tatize. Let it, therefore be confidered, whether any

of the inftances mentioned in the objection oran other

that can be mentioned, will neceffarily produce this

conclufion, That a man may fall finally away from a

true lively faithin Jeſus Chriſt, and from a ſtate of favor

with God, and fo perish eternally. This must be proved,

or the objection is nothing to the purpoſe-But I think

there is no inftance in the Bible will fupport that con-

clufion. The inftances commonly brought by our ad-

verfaries, are the falls of fuch believers, who are now
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glorified faints in heaven ; and they aretherefore exceed-

ingly impertinent tothe prefent purpoſe. How does

it appear, that true believers may finally apoftatize, be-

caufe, fome true believers have fallen into fin, who did

not finally apoftatize ? That the righteous mayfallfeven

times , and rife again, is what I make no doubt of. But

that the true believer may finally mifcarry, is what I

could never fee proved from any inftance on fcripture

record.

And as for the plea from our own obfervation, it

proves nothing but the fhortnefs of our fight , and our

incapacity to fearch mens hearts. Among the apoftles

there was a Judas, who, though a devil, was not difcern-

ed byhis fellow difciples till his open treafon proclaim-

ed his hypocrify.-And there will always be fooliſh

virgins, among the wife, who will never be diſtinguiſh-

ed bytheir companions, ' till that midnight cry is heard

-Behold, the bridegroom cometh.

It may be likewife objected against this doctrine of

perfeverance, That it is contrary to fcripture ; that

there are many texts of fcripture, which speak of

the righteous turning awayfrom their righteousness , and

their finally falling from eminent attainments in reli-

gion.

In answer to this, my defigned brevity will not al-

low a diftinct confideration of the feveral texts quoted

by our adverſaries to this purpoſe. I fhall only in gen-

eral obferve, that I know of no text in the Bible, which

fuppofes a total and final apoftacy from a faving faith

in Chrift, or from a juftified ftate.

That men may fall from great attainments in moral

righteouſneſs is frequently fuppofed, and that fuch might

have apostatized from the profeffion of Chriſtianity,

who had obtained the miraculous gifts of the Holy

Ghoſt, ſeems to be infinuated, Heb. vi. 4, 6. But as in

this text there is no mention made of repentance to-

wards God, or ofa faving faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;

fo, I think, upon trial it will be found, there is no text

in the Bible that gives the leaſt hint of any man's total-

ly and finally falling away from fuch attainments,
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I have already fhewn, that the contrary is afferted in

the plaineft and ftrongeft terms, not merely in fome

few and doubtful, but in multitudes of clear, plain and

exprefs texts of ſcripture. And as for any other paf-

fages of a more dubious afpect, they ought to be fo in-

terpreted, as that one place of fcripture fhould not be.

made to melitate againſt another. And in this cafe, the

appeal may be made even to our adverfaries themfelves,

whether the advantage is not every way on our fide of

the queſtion.

Could they prove, that Chriflians may finally apofta-

tize from every attainment fhort of juſtifying faith, it

doth nothing effect the cafe before us. Could they prove,

that perfons of diftinguishing eminence in morality, as

touching the righteouſneſs which is in the law, blameleſs ;

that fuch who boldly profeſs the truths of the gospel,

& confcientioufly attend all the external ordinances ofthe

Chriſtian difpenfation ; that fuch who have found great

comfort and joy in their Chriſtian profeffion , and have

been zealous in the cauſe of religion ; that fuch who

could give all their goods to feed the poor, and could

even have given their bodies to be burned, from their

firm belief of the favor of God to them ; and that fnch

who with Balaam, Judas, and perhaps Demas, had the

prophetic and miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ;

that perfons ofthis character may totally apoftatize to a

life of wickedness, herefy, and even atheiſm , it would

make nothing against the perfeverance of found believ-

ers ; for all theſe attainments may be fuppofed with-

out the leaft degree of true juftifying faith.
And more

than this amounts to, I do not find fo much as attempted

by our adverfaries.

If fhould urge
any in this cafe the apostle's care, left

whenhe had preached to others, he himselffhould be a caft-

away; Ianfwer, no more can be fairly argued from it,

than that they who actually perfevere to eternal life,

do obtain the end of their faith, the falvation of their

fouls, in the way of watchfulneſs and holy diligence.

It does not prove, that the apostle was anxioufly afraid
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he fhould eventually be caft away ; but that he knew he,

as well as others, muſt uſe the appointed means to pre-

vent it, among which a fear of caution and circum-

ſpection is one, and of the firſt importance. Nor does

it prove, that any true believer is liable to finally mifcar-

ry; but that they who do obtain eternal life, muſt and

fhall perfevere in the way and means, by which alone

it is to be obtained and hoped for. And this is the cha-

racter ofevery true believer that he doth perfevere to

eternal life, in the way of holy vigilance, keeping his bo-

dy infubjection, left he fhould be a caft- away.

But farther, it is objected against this doctrine, That

it opens a doorto licentioufnefs. For fay they, ifonce per-

fons can imagine themſelves in a juftified ftate, they may

give the reins to their lufts, and a looſe to their fenfual

appetites, and yet notwithſtanding entertain hopes of

falvation.

I answer, the objection is founded upon an ignorance

of thenature and properties of a true juftifying faith.

Atrue faith purifies the heart, works by love, and overcomes

the world. Noman, therefore, can, upon good grounds,

take the comforts of a juſtified ſtate, but from a conſci-

ouſneſs of theſe fruits of faith, the purity of his heart,

and fanctityofhis life. So that this doctrine, whatever

abufive application may be made of it, has no direct

tendency to licentioufnels. But it is fo far from this,

that nothing is, or can be, ſuch a conftant fource ofreal

vigorous Chriftianity and vital piety, as the manifefta-

tions of the love of God to our fouls , and the evidences

ofhis favor. And it may be certainly determined, that

fuch perfons cannot be in a juſtified ſtate upon whom

the imaginary evidences of God's favor have a contrary

effect.

Allthat now remains, is to make ſome brief Improve-

ment of what has been faid.

USE, 1. This teaches us, that we have no grounded hope

ofeternalfalvation, but what flows from the evidencies of

our juftification. Multitudes indeed prefume upon ac-

ceptance with Chriſt at his coming that have no fuch



204 THE CERTAINTY or

foundation to build upon. But, alas ! theſe are like to

meet with a dreadful diſappointment, when it comesto

the trial.

Dothey hope, that they may poffibly be in God's fa-

vor thoughthey want the evidences ofit ? Alas ! what

can this mean, but that they hope, though they do not

know why ; and that they hope, when they have no

reafon to conclude, that they fhall not be eternally mi-

ferable!

Dotheyhope, from defigas and expectations offuture

repentance and faith in Chrift? At this rate, why may

not every impenitent finner in the world entertain the

fame hope upon the fame grounds ? But what reafon

can any man have to expect an intereſt in Chrift here-

after, that neglects him now ? Such cannot expect it

from a profpect of better difpofitions in themſelves.

For a continuance in a Chriftlefs ftate will make their

hearts worſe, certainly not better ; it will harden rather

than ſoften them. They cannot expect it from the

grace of God; for he has no where fufpended the of-

fer of his grace to them, upon condition of their future

acceptance of it . Surely the neglecting, abufing and

affronting hisgrace is not the way to obtain it.

Do they entertain hope from the infinite mercy and

goodneſs of God ? But they ought to remember, that he

is juft as well as merciful, and that it belongs to his

name, that he will by no means clear theguilty.

Do they hope inthe merits of the Redeemer? Theſe

are a fufficient foundation of hope, if they have an in-

tereft in them, but not elſe ; their hopes therefore can.

notjustlybe more than proportionable to their evidences

ofthis all further hope is prefumption- all further

expectations of happineſs, are like to end in amazement

and confufion at laſt.

With what compaffion fhould we, therefore, look

upon a poor ftupid prefumptuous generation of men,

who are crying peace andfafety to themselves, while

walking in the imaginations of their ownhearts, and quiet-

ing their confciences with hopes of heaven, without
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texperience ofa work ofgrace in their fouls. Alas, how

valt is the number of ſuch ſelf-deceiving hypocrites !

How great a part of our people, every where, are thus

weaving the fpider's web, and are like to perifh with a

lie in their right hand! How very few, that have a rati-

onal well-grounded hope of appearing at the right hand

of Chrift, when he comes ! And where will all the reft

appear at the great and terrible day of the Lord!

How much does it therefore concern us to fee it, that

we are emptied of our felf-fufficiency, and brought to

the foot ofGod's fovereign grace ; that we have choſen

the Lord Jefus Chrift for our portion, received him up-

on his own terms, and do depend upon him only, as the

author ofour eternal falvation ; that our faith in him

is accompanied with the concomitant graces and fruits

of the bieffed Spirit in our hatred of every finful ways,

in our love to God and Chrift, and our love to men, ef-

pecially the children of God ; that we fhew our faith

by our works, by living to God, in an habitual courſe

of fpiritual thoughts, tempers and behaviors. How

much does it concern us, not to entertain hopes of ſal-

vation, but upon thefe or fuch like evidences ofourjuf-

tification ! A hope thus founded will fland us in ftead-

A hope built upon any other foundation will end in

aftonishing difappointment and confufion.

-

USE 2. This adminifters folid, fubftantial comfort to the

true believer, notwitstanding all the darkness , defertians,

troubles and temptations he may meet with in his mutant

ftate.-Though there be no encouragement to any, to

be careleſs and fecure, (this, as I obferved, would be

an evidence against their fincerity and hope) there is

nevertheless glorious encouragement to the mourners

in Zion. Bleed are they that mourns for they fhall be

comforted.

Such chriftians as have had fpecial manifeftations of

the love of God to their fouls, are liable to peculiar

darkness and diftrefs, when they have loft thofe fenfible

views of God's gracious prefence. The time was when

they could clearly difcover fome lively exercife of the

graces of the holy Spirit ; but now their fouls are co-

wered with darkneſs and deadnels. They cannot find

S



206
THE CERTAIN

TY
OF

thofe vigorous actings of faith and love, which hereto-

fore have warmed and comforted their hearts. The fa

cred flame now feems almoft extinguished. The time

was when they were greatly refreshed by their inter-

courfe with heaven, in the duties of religious worship.

Then they could fay , Truly our fellowship is with the Fa-

ther, and with his Son Jefus Chrift ; but now their beloved

has withdrawn himself, and is gone ; their fouls cleave to

the duft, and they cannot quicken them. The time was

when they could have fuch lively impreffions ofthe

things unfeen and eternal, as carried them above the

world and its vanities, fweetened their expectations of

death, and made them rejoice in the hope of God; but now

their profpect is dark, their faith weak, and their hope

almoft cut off. This is ready to plunge them into the

Pfalmift's difcouragements and complaints. Will the

Lord caft offfor ever ? And will he be favorable no more?

Is his mercy clean gone for ever ? Hath God forgotten to be

gracious ? Hath he in anger-fhut up his tender mercies ?

But remember, poor foul, that thofe whom Chrift

loves, he loves to the end. Though you cannot and

ought not to fit down contented in fuch a ftate, yet you

may be fupported with this comforting conclufion :

There is no condemnation to thofe that are in Chriſt Jeſus.

Who is he that condemneth thoſe for whom Chrift has died,

or whofhallJeparate them from the love of Chrift? Your

Father, which gave you to Chrift, IS GREATER THAN

AIJ.; and none fhall pluck you out of your Father's

hands. He has promifed that he will never leave thee,

And he will be as good
nor forfake thee. Heb. xiii . 5.

as his word. Truft in him, therefore, with humble cou

rage and confidence. Refolve with holy Job, Ifhe flay

Be content to follow him in
me, yet will I truſt in him.

the dark. Ifyou find comfort no where elfe , do as the

Pfalmift did in your cafe : Call to remembrance the fong

you have had in the night. Say of your doubtings and

darknefs, This is my infirmity, but I will remember the

years of the right hand ofthe Moft High. I will fupport

my foul with the manifestations of the love of Chrift,

that I have heretofore experienced , and I will renew
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my purfuit of thefe bleffed manifeftations, I will ſtill

Follow hard after him, ' till I find him. In this way

you will firft or laft know by happy experience, that

light isfown for the righteous, aud gladnefs for the upright

in heart.

You

But perhaps you are afraid, that you may meet with

fuch fhocking trials, as will be too hard for you.

may be afraid, that you may meet with perfecution for

the cauſe of Chrift, and like faint-hearted foldiers you

hall quit the field. Or you may be afraid, that you

fhall be terrified and difmayed with the approach of

death, and dishonor your terrors and defpondings. If

this be your cafe, check your unbelief, and ſay withthe

Pfalmift, Whyart thou caft down 0joul ! Why art thoudif

quieted withinme? Hope thou in God ; for I ſhall yetpraifè

him, who is the health of my countenance and my God.

Though you have no ftrengthor fufficiency ofyour own

to depend upon, is not the power, the goodneſs and the

faithfulness of God a fufficient refuge for your diftrel.

fed foul? Truft him . The eternal God is my refuge, and

underneath are the everlaſting arms. As thy days, foſhall

thy ftrength be. When thou palleth through the waters he

will be with thee, and through the rivers theyshall not over-

flow thee. When thou walkeft through the fire thoushalt

not be burnt, neither ſhall the flame kindle upon the ; for he

is the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Ifrael, thy Saviour.

He has been often tried in fuch diftreffes, and never yet

failed thofe that uprightly believed and trufed in him.

This therefore may be your conſtant ſupport, that he is

faithful who has promifed, that all things fhall work tow

getherforgood, to them which love Godz to them which are…»!

called according to his purpofte

USE. 3. Let this be improved by way offolemn admo-

nition to every one, to look to it that you evidence the

truth and reality of your jufttification , by your perfever-

ance in faith and holiness.

Inftead of encouraging yourſelves in a life of care-

leffnefs, fenfuality and fecurity, from the doctrine before

us, the improvement of it ſhould be the quite contrary

If perfeverance be the certain confequence of a

juſtified ſtate, then apoftacy if any from the profe

way.
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and practice ofgodlineſs is a fad evidence, that fuch have

never indeed attained to that fafe and happy ſtate.

Everydegree ofdeclenfion fhould therefore awaken you

to the greateſt watchfulneſs over your hearts and lives,

to the greateſt diligence in duty, and to the moſt earn-

eft and importunate applications to the throne of

grace, forthe incomes and influences ofthe blefled Spi-

rit to excite, quicken and invigorate you in the ways of

God.

What though fome of the children ofGod, have been

recovered with great and remarkable falls into fin !

How much greater is the number of thoſe that have fe-

curely flattered themselves with dreams of their good

eftate, but were not ofthem which believe to the faving of

the foul, and finally have drawn back unto perdition ?—

When you think of the falls of Noah, Lot, David, Pe-

ter, and other fervants of God ; think alfo of Judas,

Demis, Hymeneus, and Alexander Phyletus, Phygel-.

lus, Hermogenes, with other hypocrites and apoftates ;:

andthink that it is impoffible for you toknow, that you,

are not of the latter fort, while in a back fliding way,

underthe power of your corruptions.

Inftances of the imperfections of the children of God

are left on facred record, to comfort thoſe whoſe hearts

are right with God, and are following hard after him,.

notwithstanding their darknefs and infirmity, but not:

defigned to encourage the carelefs and fecure in their

deelenfions and apoftacies. Thou flandeth byfaith, be not:

therefore high minded but fear. Work out your own falva-

in withfear and trembling. Prefs on with earneft and

conftant diligence toward the mark for the prize ofthe

high calling of God in Chrift Jefus ; always confidering,.

that thofe, all thoſe, and none but thoſe who endure to,

the end fhall be faved,

Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling,

and to prefent you faultlefs before the prefence of his .

glory with exceeding joy to the only wife God our Sa- .

viour, be glory and majefty, dominion and power, both .
now and ever. AMEN. 8 JA 66

E 1 NI S..
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Mr. Alexander Davis, do.

Francis Dinafon, Mer-

cerfburg.

George Davifon, Cham-

berfburg.

do.

Jeremiah Donovan , do...

Samuel Dryden,

John Davis, Roxbury.

Andrew Deniston, near-

འ་

burg.

Franklin c.

John Foyzer, Fayette c.

Daniel Fleming, efq. Weft-

moreland c.

Green- Caftle. Mr. John Fofter, Adams

Hon. John Dickey, efq,

M'Connellfburg, Bedf.c..

Mr. John Dodd,

Rev. D. Denny, Fannet .

burg.

Mr.Thomas Dunn, Fayette

county..

HenryDavis, Strasburg.

Henry Davis , fen. do.

David Defebaugh, do..

John Downey, 12 cop.

ies, Waſhington c. Maryl.

Philip Dream,

County, 12 cop.

Allen Ferguſon, Adams.

Jofeph Grubb,

Archibald Gordon, do.

do.. county..

G.

Mr. James Girvan, Frank-

lin county.

do.

Paul Geddis, do.

Hans Gordon, do.

Thomas Gordon, do...

Neal Gough,..
do.com

Robert Glaſs, do.

Andrew Gelwieks.

Simon Grice, do.

James Gilbreath , do..

Merce: fburg..

Weft-

moreland county.

E.

Mr. John Edwards,

Franklin county.

Elliott Johnfton, do.

Alexander Elder, do.

William Erdig, Fayette

county.

Chambersburg..

Capt. Wm. B. Guthrie,

Mr. Richard Geazy, do..

John Gardner, 6cop, da ,
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do.

Mr. Ifaac Gray, Bedf. c.

John Graham,

John Gilles, jun. Wafh-

ington c. Maryland.

James Guthrie, jun.

Greensburg.

Mofes Gollaugher,

mountpleaſant Ironworks.

Jofeph Gabby, near

Strafburgh.

Dixon Greer, Gettyfb.

Adams county, 24 cop.

Thomas Gurley, Adams

county, 12 cop.

H.

Mr. William Hay, Frank-

lin county,

David Humphreys, do.

George Hazard, do.

Thomas Hawkins,

Greencaftle

Wm. Henderfon, efq. do.

Mr. John Holliday, Path-

valley..

John Henry, Strafburg.

Abrabam Horn,
do.

John Hanna, Greenf

burg, Weftmorel
and

c...

John Humes,
do...

Stephen Harlan, Fran.c.

J.

Col. Patrick Jack, Frank-

lin couuty.

John Johnſton, efq., 2 co-

pies, do.

Mr. William James, de.

David Johnsto
n
, do.

Dr. Robert Johnfto
n, near-

Green-Castle..

do. Mr. Thomas John, 12 co-

Loudon forge.

pies, Chambersburg., ..

Alexander Johnſton,

Greenfburg, W.c.

K

Robert Hufton, do.

John Hart,

William Hufton, do.

Nathaniel Herron, do.

Richard Harris, near-

Rowland Harris, do. Mr. Thomas King, Mer

Ala Head, Bedford c. cerfburg.

John Hamill, do.
John Kelly,

do.

Hugh Hamill do.

do.James Hamill,

John Hunter, MiCon-

nelsburg. Bedf. c. 2 cop.

George Hirft, Chame

berfburg.:

Charles Hawkint, do

3 copies.

John Holliday 35 c. do

Simon Hailman 12 c. do.

Robert Harvey

William Holack,

John Kirkpatrick, do.

Benjamin Kirkpatrick,.

Franklin county,

John Kealey,

Dewald Kiefer,

William Kirkpatrick,

John Kerr, Chamberf-

burg.

do,

James Kendle, G. Cove,

John Kelly, Hunting-

do. den county 3:

James Kelly,
do.

do.

do.
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Mr.John King, M. Plea

fant IronWorks.

Wm. Kirkpatrick ,

Franklin county..

I..

Mr. T. C. Lane, & Co.

6 copies, Mercerfburg.

Michael Law, Franklin

county.

Robert Little, Jun, do.

Thomas Lucas , Cham-

John M'Kinnie, do..

Jacob M'Lane, Bed-

for d county.

do.Jofeph Murray,

Wm. M'Clelland, Efq.

Franklin county.

John M'Cullough, efq do..

Mr. Robert Martin. Mer-

cerfburg.

John M'Coobery,

Franklin county.

Nathan Meade, Chambe: fburg..

George Lucas, Straf- berfburg..

burg Gilbert M'Mafter,

do

Mofes Latta, jun. Weft-

morelandcounty.

James Lytle, do.

Samuel Lewis, Franklin

county.

W. W. Lane, Strafburg.

AdamLoughead ,Frank-

lin county.

Mathew Longwell, 12

cop. Gettysburg, A. c.

John Lelle fs, Mercerf-

burg.

John Light, Franklin c.

John Limerick,.

Robert Leeper,

do...

do..

Shippensburg.

Wm. McIntire,

James Maxwell, efq..

Huntingdon county

Mr. John M'Mullan, do..

Dr. John M'Clelland,

Green-Castle.

Mr. Robert M'Cullough,

do.

James M'Lene, efq. noar

do.

Mr. Henry M'Clune,.

Franklin county.

Samuel M'Culloch, do..

Robert Minfhall, Mer-

ceifburg.
M.

Mr. James M'Coy, Mer.

cerfburg, 6 copies.

Stephen M'Farland,

Franklin county..

John M'Coy, do.

Dr.Wm. Magaw,Mer-

cerfburg.

Mr. Wm. M'Clafren, do.

Mathew Martin, do..

James M'Mafter,

Franklin county,

Edward Mannir, Hun-.

tingdon county .

William M'Kinley,

Bedford county...

Robert M'Line, do..

Walter M'Kinnie,

Franklin county...

Mifs Agnefs Morrifon,do.

Mr. Samuel M'Cune,fen.

Franklin county..
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Mr. William M'Clelland, Samuel M'Leain,

Franklin county. Franklin county.

John M'Curdy,
do.

William M'Clay, Fan-

John M'Callifter,

Samuel Martin,

Andrew M'Cully,netsburg,

Richard Morrow,Path

Valley.

James M'Curdy, do.

James Morton, Hun-

tingdon county.

Robert M'Connell, 2+

Franklin county.

James M'Curdy, do .

Samuel H. M'Fstrik,

Cicer.fburg.

moreland county.

Samuel Mayes, Weit-

William M'Call,

James Moorhead

do.

do

Greenfburg

Leonard Mowm, Frank-

lin county.

James M'Farland , do...

Walter Maxwell,

Johu M'Allen, .

Jeffe Millar,

Thomas Millar,

William Millar,

do.

do..

do.

do..

do.

do.John M'Neal,..

David M'Clure, Ship.

penfburg.

do.

do.

Amos A. M'Ginley,

Adams county..

do...

1

Wm. M'Dowell, jun.

Franklin county.

Thomas M'Leraghan,do

Robert Merrit,

Jofeph Mitchel,

Ifaac M'Calmont, Stras-

do....

John M'Ginley,

Hugh M'Gaughy, do ,

Jofeph M'Cleary,

Jacob McClelland, … do.

James Maginley, do.

N

do.

do

+ burg. John Noble, Bedford

Jofeph M'Kinley, Cham

Peter M'Laughlin,

burg.

Strafburg,

Capt. Thomas M'Connell,

do..

Mr. Wm. M'Call, near do.

county.

Thomas Nesbet, da.

James Nesbet, M'Con-

nelfburg...

Samuel Nicholfon,

Franklin county."

0 .

Nathan M'Dowell jun. Mr. Barnabas O'Neal,

Franklin county.

Patrick M'Dowell, do.

Thomas M'Dowell, do.

Robert Mackey,jun. do.

Franklin County...

do.Martin O'Donnel,

Jofeph Oglevee, Fayette

:

county...

པས་
རྣམས
!
!@
#m?
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Ρ.

Mr.Mathew Parton,

Franklin county.

Robert Patterson,
do.

Mr.Caleb Ruffell,Frankle.

Wm. Reynolds, do,

Robert Rhea, A. county.

S.

John Prior, do.

Samuel Paul, do.

Mr. John Sterett, Frank-

lin county.

David Paterfon, .do. Samuel Sterett, do

Washington Porter,

Chambersburg.

James Stewart,
do

Samuel Shannon, de

• Lewis Peters, do. Samuel Smith, do

Samuel Purviance, 144

copies,

John Shannon,
do

do.
Win. Scott, Mercerf'g.

' Henry S. Siz, do

#

Wm. Pinyard, Bedford

County.

William Patterion , do.

Jeffe Paffimore, Fayette

county.

James Peoples,Strafburg.

Capt. Peebles, Shippenf

burg.

R.

Mr. Alex. Rankin, Frank-

lin county.

Robert Ramfey, Bedf.c.

Samuel Reed , Frankl.c.

John Rofe, Chamb'g.

John Rankin, G. Cove.

James Rankin,Frankl. c.

Adam Rufi , do.

David Reed,Weftmore-

land county.

Philip Reed, Frankl. c.

John Royer, Mount

Pleafant Iron-works.

James Rofs, A. M. Lan-

cafter.

Mr. Reynolds Ramfey,

12 cop. Gertyfburg,A. c.

David Riddle, Mercerf.

burg.

'Dr. Wm . B. Scott, Loudon

Forge.

Mr. James Service, Hun-

tingdon county.

James Stewart, Frank-

lin county.

RobertSmith, do

'Miſs Elizabeth Smith, do

Mr. Wm. Sterett, Willi-

amfport, Maryland.

Wm. Stevenſon. 2 cop.

Chambersburg.

James Speer, Cedar For-

reft, Franklin county.

Samuel Smith. Cumber-

land county.

George Stewart,

Green Caftle.

Abednego Stephen , Bed-

ford county.

John Sloan, do.

doJohn Scort,

Charles Stewart, Great

Cove.

John Skinner, jun.

Horfe Valley.
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Mr. John Skinner, fen..

Fannet(burg.

John Sifferd, Strafburg.

Timothy Swan, Fay. c.

Henry Suryock, Weft-

moreland county.

John Shryock, 12 cop.

Chamberfburg.

John Vryle,

W.

do.

Mr. Ed. Welsh, Franklin

county.

Samuel Walker, do

Andrew Walker, do

-Robert Wilfon, do

John Wallace, de

Collin Spence, Frank. c.
Thomas Wafon, do

Ifaac Spence, do James Walker, do

William Spence,
do Thomas Willon, do

Cairns Sterett, do
John Williamlon,

do.

Jahn Scott, do Thomas Wallace, do

James Scott,
do <Ifaac Williams, do

Capt. Jeremiah Snider, Thomas Willamfon, do

Chambersburg. John Williams, : do

John Scott, efq.
do. David Williamfon, do

T. James Witherow, do

Mr. Archibald Thompſon,

Franklincounty.

John Tom,

John Taylor,

Robert Thompfon, do

Arthur Thompfon,Mer

do

Henry Work, efq .

Edward Work, efq.

James Wallace,efq . Path-

do

do

dɔ
valley.

cerfburg.

Mr. John Wiley, Roxbury

Capt . Peter Whitfide,Mer-

cerfburg.

Samuel Thompfon, 6

copies, Cove Gap.

Richard Taylor, Mount

Pleafant Iron-works.

U. -V.

Mr. John Unckles, Hun-

tingdon county.

Mr. Jofeph Vanlear,

Franklin county.

Mr.George Wilds,Bedford

county.

Barncroft Woodcok, do.

Ephraim Wallace, Weft-

moreland county,

do,William Waddle,

James Waugh, Adams

county.

8 JA 66

Suchas have their names omitted, owing to the

fubfcription-papers not having came to hand in time,

will pleafe to excufe the Editors, as they delayed the

laft half-fheet a confiderable time, and uſed every effort

to obtain them, but without effe&.
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