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- REFLECTIONS
' UPON
Mr. Wetmore's LeTTER
- In Defence of
Dr. Waterland’s Difcourfe

OF

REGENERATION.

VGBS EGENERATION being by our
FOASAS! XTNY. bleffed Lorp himfelf determined to be
BREA S 000, £ MO of abfolute Neceflity to all that would
v, €294 ever enter into the Kingdom of GOD, it
i muft be acknowledged to-be of vaft Con-
0, BRI fequence, to have a right Apprehenfion,
23 25 well a3 a fenfible Experience of this
5% great Change, upon which our eternal
% Intereft docs fo immediately depend.
. By this Confideration, I was fometime
fince excited to publith a Difcourfe upon thz-Nature and Ne-
ceffity of Regeneration ; and to annex fome Remarks upon a
Treatife of Dr. Waterland's upon that Subjeft, which was
induftrioufly handed about the Country, ‘and feem’d to threaten
the Seducement of many of our People from the Faith once

deliver'd to the Saints, in that moft important Concern. v
. Az ) The
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The Rev. Mr. Wetmore has thought fit to undertake the
Defence of Dr. Waterland's Scheme, in a Pamphlet, entituled,
A Letter occafiined by Mr, Dickinfon’s Remarks upon Dr. Water-
land’s Difeourfe of Regemeration : He does not indeed pretend,
that his Dilcourfe is an Anfwer to my Remarks. He might
probably forefee how very’ poor an Appearance fuch a Pre-
tence would make in the Tide-Page, when all my Argu-
ments againit his Scheme are wholly overlookt in the T'reatife ;
and not fo much as an Attempt made to anf{wer any one of
them. He tells us, that ail wkich appeared needful, by way
of Antidete to the Poyfon of this confident Performance of Mr.
Dickinfon, is to fbew, that belicving the Dofirimes this Autbhor
Jo kighly faults the Clergy of the Church of England, and par-

« tiewlar Dy Waterland for teaching, as they are in reality taughs,
can't poffibly be. amy Prejudice to anmy Man, in refpel of bis
Hope and Comfort bere, or bis Happingfs in Eternity. (P.6 )

I'm not therefore call’d to vindicate my Remarks upon
Dr. Waterland : this Author gives me po Qccafisn or Oppor-
tunity for it. My Arguments againft the Dr.’s Dilcourfe
are yet unanfwered, and (for ought that appears in this Let-
ter of Mr. Wetmore's) are altogether unan{werable. But it -
feems, our Author has this Satie)[a&ion, that he fuppofes his
Dodtrives (whether true or falfe) can’t poffibly 5¢ any Preju-
-dice to any Man, in refpel of his Hope and. Comfort bere,
or bis Happinefs in Eternity —That is, he thinks his Doftrines

. true, and would be wiiling to prove them fo; and tho'he .
caunot anfwer the Arguments agajnft them, he has this to
recommend them to our Acceptance, that the Belief of them
wi]l do us no hurt, if it does us no good. I think, he
dor’t pretend to prove any fpecial Advantage, that can follow
from the Entertainment of his Principles. It is ( it feems)
fufficient 1o his Purpofe, to fhew that they are not injuricus
and miichievous. —— We need not then be very folicitous
sbout coming into his Sentiments ; nor filled with any«Anxiety
fett our fide of the Queftion fhould prove a Miftake, Tince
there is fo little danger 'of an Error on that Hand. If
Baptifm be Regemeration, we-are as fafe as the Gentlemen
whn oppofe us; being regeneratgd as well as they. ~But if
it fhould prove otherwile, and by refting upon owr Baptiftn,
we thould fall fhort of that New-Birth, which is abfolutely
zecefflary to all who would fee the Kingdom of GOD ; It is
obvious, what the Confequence of fuch a fatal Miftake muft
be.— It is therefore open to ‘every Man’s View, which Side
of ‘the Quefivn it becomes a wife Man to take, where there

. is -




a dangeraus Error. 7"

is fuch infinite Danger on the oné Hand, and none at all
on the other. And this will appear in a yet ftronger Light,
when I have fhewn (as I hope to do in the fequel) that
this Gentleman can produce no good Evidence at all, cither
of the Truth or the Safety of his Principles.

1 fhall firR endeavour to confider, Whether a Mifake in
this Do&trine be fo inmocent and indifferent, as Mr. Wetmore
would reprefent it. .

I fhall then take fome brief Notice of the Ofj:Fions he
is pleafed to make againft fome Expreflions of mine, in my
Remarks upon Dr. Wateriand.

And next proceed to confider the Siate of the Queftion
s reprefented by this Author : And then anfwer the Argu-
-ments he brings in Support of his Opinion,

Firf,, 1am to confider, Whether a Mifake in this Dotrine
be o innocent and indifferent, as Mrs. Wetmore would repre-
fent-it. .~ SN .

He* demands, Whether it can be any Prejudice to fuch as
truly believe in CHMRIST, repent of their Sins, and live in Obe-
dience to the Gofpel-Precepts, that they think veriky, and fo declare,
that they were born again, when they were baptized ? (P.8.) '

I muft anfwer. this Queflion in the Afirmative. For tha’
the Danger of this Doltrine does not fo much, and fo im-
mediately affe€t trae Believers and fincere Penitents, as others ;

it may prove very -injurious to them alfo.— Their fup-
pofing, that they were regenerated at their Bapty/m, may make
them inattentive to, and infenfible of the great and gracious
Change wrought in their Souls at their Regemeration ; and
prevent that Peace with GOD through our Lord Jesus CHRIST,
that Adccefs by Faith into the Grace wherein they fland, that
rejoicing in Hope of the Glory of GOD, and that ghrying i
Tribulatiens, which the Apoftle tells us are confequent upon
our Fufiification byFaith (Rom. v. 1, 2, §.) and may render their
Lives cxceeding dark and uncomfortable, tho® their State be
fafe.— Befides, this may prevent their Diicharge of feveral
Duties, which they owe to GOD, fuch as giving him the -
Praife due to_the Glory of bis Grace, by which they are ac-
cepted in the Beloved, their Rejoicing in CurisT JEsus, their
erying Abba, Father ; and their ferving him without Fear, in
Holinefs and Righteoufnefls all'the Days of their Lives. '

But the great and .(I may juftly fay) ‘the infinite Mifchief,
that is deme by this Principle, is to Unbelicoers and: impe-
- - : mitent
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witent Siamers. Multitudes of thefe feem to quiet their Con-
fciences wich a vain Apprehenfion of their regencrate State,
and to cry Peace to themfelves, while walking in the ima-
ginativn of torir ewn Hearts. They may be fenfible, Pﬂh‘g:
of the finfulnefs and irregularity of their prefent Conduct g
‘but they keep their Confciences afleep, with their good Pur.

fes and Defigns, with their legal Repentance and dead
g‘:ith, with their lifelefs Devotions, and temporary Reforma-
tions ; and thus live and die Strangers to that vita/ Change,
without which, our blefl:d Saviour aflures us, we can never
Jee the Kingdew of GOD It is not therefore ( as Mr.
W etwore foppofes) * the only Queftion, Whether a bare Opi.
¢ nion,. that Baptifm is Regeneration, will exclude Men from
¢ the Kingdom of Heaven, that believe in Jesus Curist,
¢ and denying Ungodlinefs and worldly Lufts, live foberly,
- sighteoufly and godly in this prefent World ? * (P.-8 ) But
it is a Queftion of vaftly greater Concernment, whether they
who by a vain Dream of a Japtifmal Regeneration quiet their-
Confciences in an wncomverted State, are not laying a Foun-
dation for mesrning at the laff, and lamenting the deftruitive
Error when it is too late ? :

But we are told, that ¢ fuch a Miftake (if it were indeed
¢ a Miflake) would not render any Man. incapsble of doing
¢ every Thing that thé boly Scriptures require as the Con-
¢ dition of Salvation. * (P.8.) . :

To which I anfwer, He that hath no other Regemeration
than his Baptifm, is incapable (while jn his prefent State)
of dcing any Thing which the Scriptures require, as the
Tetms of Salvation. He is indeed capable of the external -
Duiies of Religion; and .thereby of being in the Way of
the Blefing, and wherein only he msy hope for the Influen- .
ces of GOD’s fovereign Grace, which he can neither deferve
nor claim, by any Thing he does orcan do. He is capable of
_an externzl Reformation, and of a careful Endeavour to live a.
Life of Morality : But by, thefe Things he can never anfiver
cither the peral or preceptive Demands of that Law, which
curfes him for the leaft Imperfection_of his Obedience, and
for his met continuing in all Things written therein to do them.
He is dead in Trejpaffés and Sins. (Eph.ii. 1) He is in an
Efate of Enmity tsGOD ; and cannot pleafe bim. (Rom. viii. 7.8.)
He is a Child of Wrath (Eph ii 3.) In a Word, He cannot
betieve in Clrift, withont being born of GOD. (1 Jobhnv. 1)
And witkout Faith, it is impoffible to pleafe GOD. (Heb. xi. 6.

This is evidently .the Cafe of every unregencrate Soul é
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And thence it is, that he who is not dors again, cannot fee
the Kingdm of GOD. (John iii. 3.)——— How dreadful then
_ muft the Difadvantage "be, for Sinners' to be ignorant of thé
Dangér ard Mifery of their State, of their Ncceﬂi<y of a
“vital Change, and of their Impotence and -utter Inability ta
make this great and imfinitely important Change in their own
Hearts ! Of what unfpeakable Importance is it, that fuch as
thefe fhould awake out of their pleafing Dream ; that they
nisy meditate an Efcape from the Wrath to come, ard be-
ing fenfible of their undone and miferable State, they may be
brought to the Footftool of GOD’s fovereign Merty |—How
dreadful will the 1flue be, after they have flatter’d themfelves
with their vain Imaginations of a regenerate State ; and
of their Capacity of ~doing every Thing, which the Scrip-
~ ture requires as a Condition of their Salvation, to find that 2
dectived Heart bas turncd them afide, and that they bave a Lie in
thiir right Hand ! —— Tho’ it be poflible for Men to expe-
rience a Work of Grace in their Hearts (as I dcubt not fome
have done ) even undér the Prejudice of this Miftake ; yet
they won’t be likely to be very folicitous about that neceffary

~ Change, while they delude their Souls with an Apprehenfion,

that they have bad it already ; and therefore not very likely

to be in the Wdy of obtaining that Grace, by which they mxy
* be capable of complying with the Scripture-Terms of Salvation.
Had I efteemed this to be a mere Logomacky, or verbal
Controverfy (as it feems this Gentleman does ) I #ibuld not
have provoked him to have fpent fo much Time and Pains
for nothing, but to vindicate the Acceptation of the Word
Regnrration ; nor fhould I now mifpend my Time in fo vain
and froitlefs a Controverfy. But it’s notorious, and open to
every one’s Obfervation, that the Patrons of faptifmal Regene-
ration are avowed Oppofers of the Do&trines of fpecial Grace,
and of thofe Experierces of a pew living Principle of fpiritual °
Action, which (if I have any Underftanding of the Gofpel of
CHRIST) areé abfolutely neceffary to our eternal Safety. Thefe
Things are treated by ’em with Reproach and Contempt, un-
der the CharaQers of Cant, Enthufiafs, Fanmaticifn, and the
like ; as is abundantly exemplified by this Author: And it is
no moré than what this Principlé of theirs naturally leads them
to. By fuppofing all thofe Texts of Scripture, which fpeak
of the MNeceflity of the mew Birth, the new Creature, the new
Man.&c. refer to Baptifm only, they eafily (with Dr.Watérland
and Mk, PPetmore) foppofe, that a fincere Endavour to do the
b/t they can, and tv bs daily gaining Griund of their Vices and
N . B ‘ s Paffions,
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Paffions, is all the Change neceflary to a State of Favour
with GOD. — I cannot therefore but conclude, that while
] am impleading this Error of theirs, I am endeavouring to
" defend one of the moft important Articles of our Faith and
Hopz ; and endeavouring -to pluck poor unwary Souls out
of a Snare, that may prove moft deftrutive and ruinous to
them. : -

T am in the next place, to take Notice of his OZjcfFions,
againft fome Expreflions in my Remarks. .

He infinuates. that * my great Aim was to poffels my
¢ credulous Readers with groundlefs Prejudices againft and
¢ Averfions to the Clergy of the Church of England :—
And complains of my ¢ warning my Hearers (in Page 30
¢ of my Sermon) in the Apoftle’s Language, 2 Tim. iii. §.
¢ From fuch turn away. > ( P.1.) — In the Place he refers
.to, 1 admonithed my Hearers againft the Miniftry of fuch,
who would quiet Men’s Confciences with a Furm of
Gidlinefs, without the Power, ; who would put poor fleepy
Sinners into a vain’ Dream of having already received a
baptifmal Regeneration ; who would encourage their Hopes
of a fafe State, merely from their Morality ; and who leave
the Neceflity of the converting Influences of the blefled Spirit,
and of a vital Union to Curist by Faith, out of their
Creed ; and flatter Sinners with an Imagination of Safety,
without experiencing either the one or the other, Now
then Jet the Appeal be made to the World of Mankind,
‘Whether his finding fuch Fault with this Addeefs, " and his
applying thefe Charatters to the ¢ Clergy .of the Church of
¢ England, * don’t abundantly jufify what I have above
obferved, with Refpe@ to the great Importance of our fledfaft
Adherence to the Do&rine of Regemeration, as it has been ge~"
nerally rcceived in the Proteflant Churches. T muft therefore
be fo far from giving Sati:fation to this Gentleman, as (o the
Matter of this Complaint, that I muit renew my Exhortation
to all who have any Value for their eternal Interefts, ta
turn away from' fuch Dotrines as tend to fatisfy their Minds,
and give them Hopes of Salvation, without the Experience
of a new and living Principle of Grace in ‘their Hearts.

. He complains, that ¢ I reprefent the great Importance
(of the Doftrine I plead for) ¢ with as ftrong a Claim - to
* Infallibility, as the Pope himfelf. * (P. 4 ) Becaufe I dedu-
ced this Cosollary from full (and I think, unanfwerable) Proof,
that Paptifm is not that Regemeration, which the Scriplurles
. make
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“¢ that we can’t fee the Kingdom of GOD, in Confequence
“* of thefe Principles efpouiea by fome of our epifcopal Clergy.
¢* How harfh foever the Confequence may be fuppofed, it
¢¢ is mneverthelefs infallibly certam. :

U pon this he exclaims — ¢ I find weneed not go to Rorme for
¢ Infallibility : Behold and sdmire ! * But what Caufe of this
tragical Exclamation ? Can any Thing be more infallibly certain,
than a Confequence juftly deduced from Premiles truly and
fairly ftated ? Let him therefore, if he can, firt fhew what
Defet there is in the Premifes, before he exclaims againft the
Conclufion. If this bs what he dare not attempt, he muft

et ailow me to fuppofe that Conclufion to be infallibly certain.

But he flouts at the Exprefion, and -feems to fuppofe it
incongruous and ridiculous, to fpeak of feeing the Kingdom
of GOD. in Confequence of Principles - efpoufed ana prefefled.
¢ This (he tells us) is a low Dilcovery for an infallible Do&or.’—
I would enquire of this Gentleman, whether they who fhait
finally fee the Kingdom of GOD, won’t be faved in Confe-
“quence of their believing the Scriptures to- be the Word -of
GOD ; our .blefled- Saviour to be the Son of GOD; and

make necefliry to Salvation ; wiz. ““ From hence it appears,

Holinefs to be neceflary to eternal Happinefs ; and whether

all pra&tical Godlinefs, both of Heart and Life, be not is
Conjequence of thefe Principles ? Or to fpeak dire&ly to the
prefent Purpofe, whether a proper Concern' sbout, and En-
deavour to obtain a weee Berid, or faving Converfion -unto
GOD, be not i Confequence of our believing the Neceflity

- of that great and important Change ? Or on- the contrary,

whether “Security, Carelefsnefs and Negligence about obtain-
ing the renewing Influences of the Spirit of GOD, are not
too commonly feen, in Confequence of a Difelief of the

. Neceflity of converting and regenerating Grace ? —— If thefe
Things are fo, Men may be faved or perith in Confequence
of the Prisciples ibey efpoufe and profefs. 1f mnot, there are
no Principles, that we can profefs or praitife upon, which
will have any Influence upon our eternal Salvation.

But he ¢ would fain know, if feeing the Kingdom of
¢ GOD can be faid infallibly to be in Confequence of be-
¢ lieving any Dcétrine whatfoever, without Obedience to the
¢ Will of GOD. — * (P. 4.) I anfwer, No, by no theans.
But I can tell him, that fpeaking impertinently " will always
be the infallible Confequence of changing the Queftion in
Debate. He might have remembred, that I had fuily proved
o him, that Ob:dience to the Will of GO D ‘was the

B2 necediiry

PN
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peceflary Fruit, or (if he pleafes) the infallible Confequence
of our heing born of GOD. On the contrary, Dr Water.
land, and this Gentleman, teach us, that a Man may be born
of GOD, while he remains an impenitent Hypocrite, and
lives in a Courfe of Sin. Now then the Queftion fairly
flated between him and me, is this: Seeing Regemeration is
by the Suffrage of our b'efled Lown- himfelf. abfolutely. ses
effary in Order to our feeing the Kingdom of G OD, and
we hgve {uch different Principles with Refpe&t to the Nature
of this Change ; Wbich of thofe Principles has the direcleft
‘Tendency towards the Kingdom of GOD, THAT which fup-
pofes Obzdience to the Will of GO D, both in Heart aod
Life, 8 neceffary Fruit and Confequence of Regemeration 5 op
. THAT which fuppofes the Regeserate may finally live and die in
Difobedience and Impenitence 2— We bath sgree, that Regewe«
ration is abfplutely veceffary to Balvation ; but we valtly differ
with Relpe@t to the neceflary Cogfeguences of that Regemera-
#ion, upon the Hearts end Lives of Men.—Ee fuppofes, that
this Regeneration which is fo abfolutely neceflary to Salvatian,
may lgave Mea finglly impenitent and wicked ; wehils, -4 in-.
it upon’t, that it muflt be always accompany’d with all the:
Graces of the blefi:d Spirit, snd mult always bring forth
the Eruis of Houlivefs and new QObegience : And I have
thewn him, that our blefled Lorn and his Apoftles do a+-
bundantly infig upon -the fame Thiag : To which he hay
pot fgen Caufc to make gny Reply. = - e
My Bpire again, as it fecrns with a very indecent Heat
of Spirit. complains of my enquiring why the moere/ Heathes
mayn't be in a State of Salvation, as well as fuch Pretenders
tc Chriftianity, that have no other Marks of the New Creature,
than thofe given ws by Dr. Waterland, viz, ¢ Sincerely ta
¢ endeavour to do the beft they can ; and to be. dailg
< gaining Graund- of their Vices and Paflions ; ‘and to find
¢ themfelves after ftri€teft Examination, to be upon the ime
¢ proving Hand. "—Upan this ke cries out, ¢ What Soiand . is
" € this 'tp chriftian Ears, from the Mouth of a pretended
¢ Chriftian infallible Teacher ? Behold the Effe¢t- of fe@arian
¢ Liberty ! Bow much does Chriftianity fuffer by the mad
¢ Zcal of Enthufiafts ?° - But would not lefs Heat and -
better Argument have done his Bufinefs full as well ? — ¥
have fhewn him, that thefe CharaGers may be found in thofe,
who have never b:en weary and heavy laden with theix
Sins ; who have never had any true Repentance for Sin ;
who have never had any faving Faith in CHrIST Jssysh;
. ‘ et aly. o Tahl 2 Cwho
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who have never had any Humility, fpiritual-mindednefs, or
Vi&ory over the World ; who have never had o!d Things pafs
eway, and all Things become rew ; and in a2 Word, whe
have never hed Curist in them, without which they muft
be Reprobates.—Why then fhould Mr. Wetmore be fo very
angry at this, without giving any Reafon at all of his vche-
meat Exclamation ? —— If moral Heathin are as capable as
others, ¢ fincerely to endeavour to do the beft they can’; °

 if they may be and bave been fometimes * daily gaining Ground

‘. of their Vices and Paflions ; * and if they may ° find
¢ themfelves after the ftrict:(t Examination, to be upon the
¢ improving Haad : * Then the msral Heathen may have fuch
Marks of a State of Salvation, as the Dofor aflures us are
fufficient 5 and the Chriffian which the Diffor there delcribes,
has no better Marks of a converted State, than a moral-
Heatben may attain to.~——Let Mr. Watmore take what Ad-

* .vantage .he can of this Realoning : 1 can forefee but one

Anfwer he or any ‘Man elfc can give ; and that is fuch an
one -as -he: kas already given. However, he fhould have re-
membred, that it is fuch an one, as Michae! the Arch-Angel
would not give oven to the Devil, when difputing about thé
Body of Mg, ,

But the profeffed Chriftians in the Queftion, were baptized.— °
If fo, I muft again meke my former Remark ; and obferve,
that if they have no more Chrifianity, than thefe Gentlemen
make the Evidence of a comverted State, their Chriftianity and
their - Baprifm - will but aggravate their Guilt, For, how much
greater the Obligations ba, they are under to be Chriftians
indecd, fo much the greater will their Guilt be, if they reft
fhort qf a faving Change. : . S

Nothing is more certain, -than that the Sctiptures do re-
-quire . otker Qualifications, in Order to our inheriting the
‘Kingdom of GOD, than Dr. Wateriand and Mr. ‘Wetmore
baye. made the Magks of a converted State. Befides ¢ gaining
* Ground of our Vices and Paffians, and being upon the
¢ improving Hand, * they do require an Illumination of our
Underflandiugs, (Eph. i. 18.) a Renovation of our Affedions,

*(Col. iii. 2z ) a Subjetion of our Wilis to the Lord Jesus

Curist, (Pfal. cx.3. ) and 2 captivating our very Thoughts -
unto ‘the Obedience of Curist, (2 Cor. x. § ) They da
requite Faith in Jesus CHrist, (Mark xvi. 16 ) fincere Re- -

T pentauce, (A&tsiii. 19. ) Loze to G O D above all Things,

(Matt. xxii. 37.) fpiritual-mindednefs, (Rom. viii. 6.) Viffory
over the Worid, (1 Joh. v, 4 ) a being remewszd in all. the
s . Faciltieg

.



14  BarrismaL REGENERATION

Faculties of our Souls, (Eph. iv. 23 ) the Fruits of the Spirit
in our Hearts and Lives, and a walking in the Spirit (Gal,
v. 22, 25.) and m a Word,” that CHRIST ée in us by his
Image and influence, if we would not be Reprobates,
( 2 Cor. xiii. §.) And I think it equally certain, that &
" Man may have thofe Marks of a fafe State given by the Dr.,
and Mr. Weimire ; and yet have mone of thele Graces, In-
fluences, and Fruits of the Spirit. A moral Heathen is there-
fore as capable of the Marks given by thefe Gentlemen, as
a nominal Chriflian, who is deftitute of thofe Scripture-Marks
I've mentioned.— 'here is Nothing in the Nature of Things,
Nothirg in the Chriftian Inftitution, that renders it impoffible,’
or improbable, for a Heathen to attain to what is propofed
by thefe Gentlemen, as the Marks of Converfion, in the fame
Manner, and in the famme Degree, as any profefled Chriftian
in the Woild is capable of, who has no higher Attainment
than thele under Confideration. — Whence it follows, either
that Bapti/m alone, without any religious Attainments but
what are common with us to the moral Heathen, will in-
title a Man to Salvation ; or elfe, that the baptized Chriffian
will be more inexcu/able in the Day of Judgmenr, than the
mioral Heathen, on Account of his violating his baptifmal
Covenant. o o

Thus we may fee how little Caufe this Author had for
his repeated wrathful Exclamations ; and how great Caufe
every one has, who would fecure the eternal Safety of his.
immortal Soul, to be fearful of embracing the dangerous
Dcéiines taught by thefe Gentlemen; and of fatisfying his
Mind with no higher Attainments in Religion, than what
,may be found among the Heathen theml(elves, while he refts
fhort of all thofe Graces and internal fpiritual Qualifications,
which the Word of GO D makes neceffary to our future
Hapirefs and Glory, . -

ivtr. Wetmore proceeds to complain of my Uncharitablenefs ;
and {pends fome Pages in the deciamatory Style. in Praile of
Charity, and in fevereCenfures npon thofe wnom he call: uncha-
ritabie.(P. 10, €F¢ )—But wherce this Heat ? [ have endeavour’d
to prove. and I think I have fuily prov’d, that what thefe
Gentiemen call Regeneration,is not the neewBirth which our bleffed
Saviour declares necefliry to alvation, and which i, particularly
decribed inthe Word of GOD ; and therefore not the mezo
B:rib, by which we mult be prepaved for the Kingdom of
GOD  And if this be Unclaritab/eneis, 1 muft fiill remain juft
fo uxncharitable, till I can obwin a very difigrent View of this

’ . Cafe
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Cafe, from what I can find in my Bible. wmmwm—m Is it
Uncharitablenefs, to aflcrt the Truth of thofe Doftrines,
taught by our blefled Lorp himfelf, and by his infpired
Apoftles ? Thus Uncharitable muft we neceflarily be towards
fome People or other, in reaining any one eflential Article
of the Chriftian Faith — Would it not therefore have been much
more to the Purpofe, if this Gentleman had confider’d the
Arguments brought, and the many Texts of Scripture alledged
in Pro-f of myPoint, than thus to confute them all in the Lump,
by raffionate Exclamatioss ?—But he feems confcious to him-
felf, that this couid not be done, or at leaft that he would
but in vain attenpt it : We might elfe have expeted fome-
thing of that Kind, in this his Undertaking.— If he thinks
it can be done, .I do now entreat him (whilft in his cha-
ritable Fram:) out of mere Compaffian to fuch poor deluded
People. as he is pleafed to ftyle us, ( P. 12.) diftin&ly to
confider and anfwer the Arguments I have brought again(t
his Principles. . We fhall elfe ftill conclude, that our Ad-
herence to the Duétrines fully and plainly taught in the
divine Oracles, may be juflified, tho’ he is plealed to, call
us uncharitable. ] :

Well ! Whether I am in the due Exercife of Charity or
not, we may reafonably expet our Author will exemp/ify this
excellent Grace to us, at leaft while he is writing {o fine -2
Panegyrick upon it. Let us then look and fee what a mighty

. charitable ‘Difp.fition he hy manifefted, towards thole who
 _differ from him in the Su’gjc& of the prefent Debate. ——

¢ Whatever they may pretend as to Holinefls, ((ays he) 7he Way

€ of Peace they bave not known. ( P.11.)— They are Difturbers

¢ of Church and -State, and promote Strife, and Variance, and
¢ Confufions in all Societies ; which is a fhrewd Sign their
¢ Opinions, which they think themfelves fo wife in being te-
¢ nacious of, are’ not the true Wifdom from above : but fuch
¢ as St. Fames tells us, are carthy, fenfual, devilifh, { P. 12. )
—* tattious Men, who pervert the Scriptures, and wreft
¢ them (as St Perer exprefles it) to their own Deftruton.
(P. 18.) — * "Which no Man can do (tbat is, #2 Man can find

© the Marks of Grage truly in bimfelf) ¢ that lives in a State

¢ of Schilm and uncharitable Separation from the Communion
¢ of that mational Church, of which he ought to be a peace-
*‘able Member,” ( P. 39 ) = Had I imitated this; Reverend
Authar, in the numerous rhetorical Flourithes of the like
Kind, which his Di‘courfe abounds with, I csuld not have
harangued with a very gocd Grace upon the Necelity: of
Coarity ; bur muft have cxp fed my feif to that jult Admoniiion
of our bleflzd Saviour, Hatth, vii. 3. Another
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Another very heavy Complaint much infited on againft me,
is, “that I have faid, the ancient Fatbers held many fuch
ridicnlens Opinions. as would #ow expofe a Man to 'the Con-
tempt and Scorn of the World, if he fhould make a Profeffion
gf them. - ' : .

" This is a Faét fo notorioufly open to every ome’s Obferva-
tion, who has any Acquaintance with Antiquity, that there
is but very little Room for this Author’s fine Harangue, to
prove theFathers the onlyInterpreters of Scripture : And as little
Room for Mr. Weimsre to prefs them all into his Seérvice, in
fupport of the Opinion ke is now pleading for.

But that I may take off the Odium, which he is endeavour-
ing to bring upon me, by his paffionate Appeal to the Popu-
‘Jace upon this Subject, I will give a few Inftances, which
have a fpecial Reference to the prefemt Debate 5 out of the
many which might have been produced, to fhew how crimi-
nal foever Mr. Hetmore reprefents that Saying of rine, it is
nevertheiefs ftrictly and ungainfagably true.

Our Author tells us, that ¢ this Change ( Regeneration) is
" ¢ wrought by the Opeiation and Influence of GOD’s Hoiy-
¢ Spirit, inand with. the Application of Water, gccording to
* Curist’s Infication.” ( P, 27. )} ~=— But what fay the
ancient Fathers upon this Point ¥ Hear Two of them, which
were truly ancient. —— Tersallian, dite&ly contrary to Mr.
Weimore's Hypathefis, declares, ¢ Not that we obtain the
= Holy Spirit in the bapiifmal Waters ;- but being cleanféd in
¢ -Water by the Angel, we are prepared for the Holy Spirit.,
¢ Then comes the layinng on of Hands,- to invite the,
¢ Holy Spirit by that Benedition.——— And thus the Angel
¢ who prefides at Baptifm, makes Way for the corhing of the
¢ Holy Spirit, by that cleanfirg from our Sins which our Faith
¢ obrains, being plighted to the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft.
* Then being gone .out of the Water, we are anoifited to |
* the blefled Unétion, according to the Cuftom under the _
¢ Piicfiho~d, with an Horn of Oyl *.’—— To the fime
Purpofe that of Cyprian, ¢ 1f a Man could be baptized out of.
¢ the Church, according to the Faith of Hereticks, and yet
" * cbrain Remiffion of Sins, he - could according to the fame
¢ Faith ob:ain alfo the Hbly Spirit ; and there would be no
¢ Need that Hands fhou'd be laid on him, that he might re<
¢ ceive the Holy Spirit . —— Here is fully reprefented, not
only the Prattice, but the Opinion of Antiquity upor the -

* D¢ Baprifs C. 5, 6, 8, + Epiff, 73. ad Fub.
! €56 Pip. 73 4d J suls &
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. Subje& in Debate. Mr. Wetmmors fappofes that we ob'a’n the
Holy Spirit in Baptifis. The Ancients fuppofed that we did
not obtain the Holy Spirit in Bapt:fin ; but by the Impofition
of Hands, and the Anointing which with them immediately
fucceeded Baptifm. So that if they fuppoled them born of Wa=
2¢r by Baptifm, they fuppofed them born of the Spirir after-
ward, ~— Now it i§ offered to this Gentleman's Choice, to
give up which he pleafes, either his favourite Opinion, which
he fo ftifly contends for ; or his lofty and extravagant Pane-

gyrick upon the ancient Fathers—Evident it is, that if bis -

Opinion be true, tbeir Sentiments amd Prattice were not
" only inconfiftent, but ridiculous too.

I fhall proceed to confider fome other of their Cuftoms,.

in the - Adminiftration of Baptifm, and the Lorp’s Supper ;
as reprelented by Tertullian. ¢ As we are going into the
¢ Water (fays he) we proteft there, as we did alfo before
that in the Church, in the Prefence of the Bifhop, that
we renounce the Devil and his Pomp and Angels. Then
we are dipt three Times, anfwering fomewhat more than
what our ionn has determined in his Gofpel. Being thence
received of GQD as his Children, we tafle a Mixture of

,gether, we ‘forbear the ordinary Ufe of the Bath. The
Sacrament of the Eucharift, which was appointed by our
Lorp at a Meal-Time, and given in Charge to all, we
receive in our Aflemblies beforc Day ; and omly from the
Hands of the Bithop. We make Oblations.for the Dead ;
and for their Martyrdom on a ftated Day Yearly. We
reckon it unlawful to Falt, or to Worthip kneeling, on
the Lorp’s Day; and all the while between Eafter and
Whitfunday. We take great Care, that none of our Wine
or our Bread “fhould fall to the Ground. JIn the begin-
ing of any Bufinefs, going out, coming in, drefling, wath-
ing, eating, lighting Candles, going to Bed, fitting down ;
or whatever we do, we fign our Forcheads with the Sign
of the Crofs.’ * :

Now. what will Mr. Wetmore fay to thefe Things 2 What
is the Caufe, that he don’t be'ieve and pradtife according
to this ancient Pattern ? Have I not now a fair Occafion
to tarn his own Artillery upon him ; and to obferve ta
him, that ¢ when he boldly intrudes his novel Interpreta-
¢ tions of Scripture, I think [ offer him good Reafon when

rf: DiCiron, C. 5.
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¢ 1 tell him, that the Fathers of the Chriftian Church, Men
¢ of Piety and Senfe, and fuch 48 would facrifice their very
¢ Lives for the Honour of CHr1sT, had a different Opinion,
¢ and a different PraQice from bis ! (P.18.) — Let him
then keep to this Rule: Let him make the ancient. Fathers
his Pattern in the Cafe before us: Let him dip Children
three. Times, when he baptizes them : After Baptifm, let
him give them to tafte of a Mixture of Milk -and Honey ;
then Jay Hands on them, that they might receive the Holy

Ghoft ; and proceed to anoint ’em with Oyl : Let him .

adminifter the Lorp’s Supper before Day ;- make Oblations
for the D:ad once a Year ; declare it unlawful to faft, or
to worfhip kneeling on the Lorp’s Day, all the Time from
Eafier to Whitfunday ; and be confcientioufly ferupulous,
not to fuffer a Piece of Bread, or a Drop of Wine to fall
to the Ground, during that Time: Let him crofs himfelf
in the beginning of any Bufinefs, .as going out, coming in,
drefling, walhing, eating, lighting Candles, going to Bed,
£9¢. And let the World about him be admonithed, not to
call thefe Things ridiculons. For they were the Opinions
and Pratices of the amcient Fatbers ; and ¢ fuch Poiats in
¢ the puret Ages of Chriftianity, we may reafonably ima-
¢ gire were well fiftel ; and what ‘the Mind of the Apoftles
¢ themfelves was in fuch Points, would be fought and pre-
¢ feived with Care. * (P.17.) - : -
I had before inftanced in an Opinion and Pra&ice, which
génerally obtained among the Ancients, viz. their adminiftring
the Lorp’s Supper to young Infanis. This they fuppofed
" abfolutely meceffary to Salvation, from their odd Confiru&tion
of that Text, Fsbn vi. §3. This Printiple and Praétice
obtain’d at lealt as early as Cyprian’s Time; + and conti-
nued long in Ufe in the Church. — What Mr. Wermore's
Sentiments are about it, is hard to determine: He makes
a long Apology for it— But fhould he come into this Prac-

tice, he would not only be efteemed erroneous, but ridiciiius

too, even by his own Party, as well as ours.

I might alledge many more Particulars, which would abun-
dantly juftify that faying of mine, which he fo loudly com-
plains of. But what I have already faid, is not only fufficient
for that Parpofe ; but alfo to fhew, that Mr. Wetmore him-
felf will be determin’d by the Judgment of the Fathers, no
further than they agree, or he imagines they do agree, with

. Fid, Serm. de Lapfis, Sed, 20, e e

bim
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&im in Sentiment. T fhall therefore difmifs this Subje&®, but
with one Remark more.

I have before fhewp him, that tho’ the Ancients may fre-
quently fpeak of our being regemerated by Baptiim ; yet they
feem to mean no more by it, than that Baptifm is an out-
ward Sign, Seal, Pledge or Token of Regeneration ; and not
propetly in any Refpe& the wew Birth it felf. They putthe
Sign for the Thin? thereby fignified ; it being a Seal and Re-
prefentation thereof. This appears to be their Meaning, by
their: denying the abfolute Neceflity of Baspti/m to Salvation &
and their fo frequently calling Bapti/m the Sign and Seal of
Faith, And [ may now add to what I then obferv’d upon
this Head, that if we allow Augufize to interpret his own
Meaning, and the Meaning of others who ufed the fame
Language, they could intend no more by bapti/mal Regencration,
than is here fuppofed. He fpeaking of the Jewith Sacra-
ments, obferves; ¢ When the Sacraments were common to
¢ all, the Grace which is the Vertue of the Sacraments, was
¢ not common. Even fo now, the Laver of Regeneration is
¢ common to all ; but the Grace by which the Members of
¢ CHrIsT are regenerated with their Head, is mot common
¢to all. ** Itwas snoted Diftin&ion with him, betweena
Sacrament and the Matter of a Sacrament ; and he tells us,
¢ We muft slways diftinguifh the Matter from the Sign,
¢ left we transfer that to one, which belongs to the other. T — -
Now if we underfland the ancient Fathers in this Senfe,
in which by the common Suffrage of learned Men they
ought to be underftood, and in which S¢. Juguffine certainly
is to be underflood, if we will allow him to explain his
own Meaning, all Mr. Wetmore's high Pretences from the
Fythers will come to nothiing. We may even venture to under-
fland the Scriptures for ourfelves, without any Damger from
that Quarter.

I fhall tske Notice of but one Complaint more againft
me, which is, that I am *‘ one of that Sort, who are fa-
¢ mous for Infant-damning Opinions 3 and, if my fort of
¢ Regeneration be neceflary for every one that gets to Heaven 3
¢ and my fix Marks the Charalers of every Child of GOD;
¢ and without thofe Marks no feeing the Kingdom of GOD,
“as [ affert, (P. 22. ) What will become of Infants, dying

® In Pal. 78. 1 De Baptifm. Paroul. Vid, Caloini
Ipitutiones, Lib. 4. Cap. 14. Seit. 3 5+ where much of this
Nature is cited from this cFather, ’ .
Ca ) :m
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¢ in the Womb, at the Birth; or any Time before they
¢ are capable of experiencing my Marks ? * — But how have
I made my felf famous for Infant-damning Opinions ? Has
any Thing that [ have ever written, preached, or fpoke,
given the lealt Handle for fuch an Accufation ! I challenge
thic Gentleman to produce fo much as the Shadow of an
Inftance of this Kind, to juftify his Charge —But ¢ without
¢ thofe fix Marks there is no feeing the Kingdom of GOD ;
¢ and, Infants are not capahle of experiencing thofe Marks.” —
The fix Marks he fpeaks of, are (r) A new Principle, (z)
That this Principle be fpiritual and fupernatural, (3.) That

- this be wrought by the immediate Influence of the Spirit

* CHRIST 3 and, (6 ) That it is a Principle of new Obedience

~

of GOD, (4 ) That this Principle extends to ail the Powers
and Faculties of the Soul, (5) [hat it is a Principle which
enciines and enables the Soul to the Exercife of Faith in

to' GOD. I would now enquiee of this Gentleman, what
is it that renders Infants incapablé of fuch a new Principle
in their Souls ; and of being thusrenewed in the Spirit of their
Minds, by the Influenées of the Holy Ghoft? — If they.
are not capable of atually believing and holy living, yet,

.are they not capable of that Principle, from whence thefe

fhall proceed when they come to the Exercife of Reafon ?

_And does not even Dr. Waterlasd himfelf feem to allow,

this Capacity to Infants ? ¢ They are (fays he) capable of
“ being favingly born of Water and the Spirit; and of be-
*'ing adopied into Sonfhip, with what depends thereon :
¢ For ‘thongh they bring no Virtues with them, no pofitive
* Righteoufnefs 5 "yet they bring no Obfiacle or Impedi-
S ment. (P.23) - ‘ ’ :

Certain it is that Infants are capable of the renewing In- .

fluences of the Spirit of GOD; and of havinga new Prin-
ciple in their Souls ; or they are uncapable of the Kingdim:
of GOD. For I think no one can pretend, that they fhall.
be admitted into the Kingdom of Heaven, under the Guilt,
Pollution atd Dominion even of erigina/ Siz. And now who
is juftly moRt famous for Infant damming Opinions ; He that
fuppofes them uncapable to be renewed and qualified for
the Kingdom of GOD ; or, I that fuppofe them. capable
Subje@s both of Grace here, and of Glory hereafter ?

But it i high Time, that T fhould now proceed to the next

Thing propofed, which was to confider the State of the Queflion,

% repiciented by this Author, And that I may give the
: . ) Reader

. e A e
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Reader a proper View of the Cife, T will place his Sen-
timents in one Column, and the Doltrine of our blefled

Saviour and his Apofties in
msy be moft open to every

Mr. WETMoRR"s Principles.

¢ Sonfhip is Gop's Grant ;
¢ and the Perfon adopted mo
¢ more but a recipient & meer-
¢ ly rpaffive. But this is not
¢ by any new Creation of any
¢ Principle or Faculty in the
¢ Soul of the Regenerate, as
* ¢ Mr. D——p imagines ; but
¢ fomething indeed fpecifically
¢ different from what he feems
! o funcy, (P.33.)

yourHearts, erying Abba,Fatbtr. — And if a Son, thew an Heir of

another, that- the Oppofition

one’s Obfcrvation,

Oppofite TxxTs of Scripture.

But as many as received bim,
20 them gave be Power to become
the Soms of God, even to them
that believe om bis Name ; wobich
euere born, mot of Blood ; mer of
the will of the Fiefb 3 mor of the

will of Man : bat of God. Joh.’

i. 12, 13. For as many as are
led by the Spirit of God, are the
Sons of God. Rom. viii. 14. And

becanfa ye are Sons, God bath [ens’

Sorth the Spirit of bis Som inte

Gad, through Chbriff, Gal. iv. 6, 7. Seealfo 2 Cor. v. 17.

¢ It [ Adsption ox Regemera-
‘tien ] is only the Grant
¢ or Beftowment of a Favour
¢ or Grace, — which is done
“ by the Sacrament of Baptifm ;
¢ in which Men may be ative,
¢ and. exert ' their Will and
¢ Choice, inwhat relates to the
¢ Qualifications on ¥an’s Part ;
¢ and complying with the Con-
¢ ditions, on which Gop has
¢ gromifed. to' grant fuch a
¢ Favour. ( P.23.)"

¢ They are regenerated in
¢ this Senfe of the Word, as
¢ it is ufed metaphorically, to
¢ fignify. a great Change made
¢ in the State and Circumftan-
¢ c¢s of the Perfon, upon whom
# Gop beflows the Dignity
¢ and Priviledge of Sonthip in
¢ CHRIST Jrsts, Idon’t mean

* gny inward Change wrought, upon the Facaltics of the Soul. |

- P.o24.)

Tbat which is born of the Spi-

rit, is Spirit. Joh. iii. 6. Bring

born again, mot of corruptible
Seed ; bat of incorraptibie, by
the Word of God, which liveth
and abideth forever. 1 Pet. i. 23.
Of bis ownWill begat be gs. Jam.
i.18. The Wind bloweth where
it lifteth 5 and we bear the found

thereof ; but cannot tell whence

it cometh, or eobither it goeth, fo
is every one that is born of the
Spirit Jobmiii. 8

Whatfoever isborn of God doth
not commit Sin ; for bis Seed ve-
maineth in him ; and be cannot
Siw, becaufe be is born of God. 1

" Joh iii. 9. And bave put om the

now Man, which is remevoed in

Knowleage, after the Image of
bim that created bim. Col.iii.10, .

S TR T s T
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- Mr. WeTMoRrEs Principles.

¢ What we may affirm s,
¢ that whofoever is born again,
¢ heis faid to be fo on Ac-
¢ count of fome Influence of
¢ the Holy Spirit, by whom
¢ all Sané{iﬁcation and Blefling
$ is derived to the Creature.
¢ (P 28. )— And if the
¢ Water ufed is fo fanctified,
¢ as to ferve any holy and re-
¢ ligious Purpofe whatfoever ;
¢ that Sanétification muft be by
¢ the Holy Spirit’s Influence
¢ —— If it be only to render
¢ the Water facramental, that
¢ is, to confecrate it. (" P.29. }

¢ Hp that belicoes and is bap-
¢ tifed foall be faved. We may
¢ underftand here nomore, than
¢ to be received into CHRIST,
¢ his Body or Clurch, with a
¢ Right to fuch Privileges as
¢ belong to that Society ——
¢ And therefore every one that
¢ is made & Member of this
¢ Society, is taken out of that
¢ wretched, miferable, guilty
¢ State they were in before ;
¢ eftranged from G oD, and

¢ Jiable to his Curfe ; thus a-

¢ Child of Wrath, as St. Pas/
¢ fays, all are by Nature, Epb.
¢ ii 3. but by Baptifm brought

Oppofite TexTs of Seripture.

According to bis Mercy 'be fa-
ved us. by the wafbing of Rege-
ration 3 and RENEWING of the
Holy Ghoft, which be fbed on us
abundantly, thro® FefusChriff our
Saviour, Tit. iii 5, 6. Thgt
which _is born of the Spirity is
Spirit, John iii. 6 We know,
that wholoever is born of God,

finneth not = but be that is begot-.

ten of God, keepeth bimfelf, and
that wicked one toycheth bim®
not. 1 John v, 18. .

Therefore me are buried with
bim by Baptifm into Death, that
like ai Cbriff was raifed up from
the Diad, by the Glory of the
Father, aven (o we alfo fbould
walk in neoowefs of Life. - For if
we bave been planted. together in

the likene/s of bis Death, we foall
be aljo in the likenels of bis Re- .

Jurre&ion. Knovoimg this*tv ¢
our 0ldMan is ctucified with birs,
that the Body of Sin might be de-
firayed, that henceforth we foonld
not ferve Sin for be that is
dead, is freed from Sin. Rom.
Vi. 4=7- : i

¢ into a State of Favour in '~

<"CrrisT ; and thus quickned
¢ and faved, (P. 19 )

¢ This is agreable to Reafon,

¢ that when Perfons in a natu-
¢ ral State, guilty and polluted,
¢ are admitted into a Covenant
¢ of Favour andFriend thip with
¢ GOD, their former Guilt

. ¢ mult

He that believeth not is “com-

demned already, becaufe be bath

not believed in the Name if the
only begotten Son of God. He
that believeth not on theSon, fball

udt fee Life 5 but the Wrath of
: " God
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Mr. WrTMORE's Principles.

¢ muft be removed by a gracious
¢ free Pardon. (P.29.30) —
¢ This Benefit feems to be ap-
¢ plied to all, that by Baptifm
¢ are’'madeMembers of CHRIST’s
¢ Body ( P. 30. ) — Nor does
¢ there appear to me any Ab-
¢ {urdity in fuppofing Baptifm
¢ to feal Remifli:n of former
¢ (Guilt, even where thePerfon
¢ is unworthy, and makes his
¢ Profefion hy pocritically,——
‘(P._31)

8 Only as Pardon is a freeA&t
¢ of Grace and Mercy, I don’t
¢ fee why Gop may not beftow
¢ that, as well as many other
¢ Bleffings in this World, upon
¢ thole that don’t deferve them.
¢ — Thofe that have received
¢ Forgivene(s of GOD, and yet
¢ continue Wicked, may expeét
¢ his Severity will be encreafed
¢ againit them at the Day of

¢ Judgment. (P. 31.)

23
Oppofite TrxTs of Seripture.

God abideth on bim. Joh. iii. 18,
36.  For in JefusChriff, neither
Circumcifion availeth any Thing,
nor Uncircumcifion : but Faith
wkich worketh by Love. Gal. v 6,
For in Chriff Jefus, neither Cir-
cumcifion availeth any Thing ;
nor Uncircumrifion 5 but a neso
Creature, Gal, vi. 1§.

That will by noMeans ¢lear tle
Guilty. Exod. xxxiv 7. For the
Gifts and calling of God are with-
ou! Repentance Rom. ix. 29.
Whom be jafiified. them be aljo
glorified. Rum. viii. 30. Whoja-
ever is born of God—-l-;up:tb bim-
Jelf, and that wicked one toucheth
bim not. 1Joh. v. 18, Whofeever
abidethin bim, finneth not : who-
Joever finneth, bath not feen him 5
neither known bim. 1 Joh. iil. 6.

- ¥ may even Challenge this Gentleman to form any Pro-
pofitions’ more direCtly contradi€tory ~one to another, than
thefe Doftrines of his are to the Scriptures I have placed
in @ppofition to them. This therefore muft be a fufficient
Admonition to every one, who hath a reverential Regard to
the facred Standard of our Faith and Pradtice, and any Va-
Jue for the Salvation of his Soul, to take Heed of fuch

Principles, fo dirc&ly regugnant to the Oracles of Truth.
Can it poflibly be true, that Adoption is not by any new
.‘Creation of any Principle in the Soul of the regemerate ; but
fomething fpecifically diftinét ; and yet all that have Power to
become the Sons of Gop, have received the Lord Jesus
CurisT, are born not of the Will of Man but of Gop. are
.led by the 8pirit of Gop, have the Sririt of his Son in
their Hearts, are Heirs df (Gop thro’ CHRrIsT ; and are mw
Creatures, having old Things pafled away ; .and all b’lc‘hing
- ‘ com
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become new in them ?—== Can it poflibly be true, that Re
generation is only a Favour or Grace done by the Sacrament
of Baptifm; and yet that all the regemerate are fpiritual Per-
fons, and born of an incorruptible Seed ?-—— Can it be true,
that Men may .be altive and exert their Wills and Choice in
Regeneration ; and yet, they be born not of the Will of Man ;
but of the Will of Gop, of his own Will and nothing elfe ;
even as the Wind bloweth where it lifeth ;; and we know
not whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth ? =— Can Re-
generation be without any inward Change ; and yet all the Re-
generate be fo changed, that they cannot commit Sin; but
have the Seed of Gop remaining in them ; and are repewed
after the Image of Him that created them }—— May we

" be faid to be born of the Spirit, while Partakers of no far-.

ther divine Influence, than what confecrates the Water ; and
renders it facramental ;5 and yet the renewing ef the Holy
Ghoft, being made Spirit or {fpiritual, and being made free
from Sin, and keeping our felves that the wicked One touch-
eth us not, thould be the neceflary Charaters of all who are

born of Gop ? ~—= Are we to underftand no more by the Sal-.
vation confequent upon Faith and Bapti/m, than to be recei-.
ved into the Charch ; and to have a Right to fuch Priviledges.

as: belong to that Scciety ? Isthisto be taken out of that
wretched guilty State, that we were in before, while Chil-
dren of Wrath ; and yet all who are truly Partakers of this

Salvation confequent upon Fzith and Bapti/m, muft be not.

only buried with Curist by Bapti/m into Death ;3 but
walk in Newnefs of Life,-have their old Man crucified, the
Body of Sin deftroyed, that henceforth they fhould . not
ferve Sin ; and they fo dead, as to be freed from Sin?
Can the impenitent Hypocrite have all his former
Guilt done away by Bapti/m ; and yet be condemned already,
under the Wrath of GOD ; and his Baptifm avail nothing,
without Faith, that works by Love ; and the new Creature ? —
May Men reccive Forgivenefs of GOD at their Regeneration 5
and yet continue wicked, to their greater Condemnation at
latt ; when GOD will by no Means clear the Guilty ; but

determines to glorify all,, whom he pardons and juftifies ; .

and when they are born of GOD, do keep themfelves from
the wicked one, they abide in him, they do not fin, if they

“have ever feen him or known him ?——When the greateft

Contradi¢tions can be reconciled, when Light and Darknefs,

Truth and Error can be proved to be the fame Thing, then, -

but not till ‘then, can this Gentleman's Do&rines be prov’d.
conformable to the Word of GOD, ' . &

-l o
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I fhall next proceed to confider the Arguments brought
by Mr, Wetmore to confirm thefe' his Notions of Regefieration.
He obferves, that ¢ this figurative Way of Defcription al-
® luding to a Birth, is apply’d to- more Cafes then ore

"€ in  holy -Scripture, which Mr. Dickinfir don’t feem fo

¢ haye a jutt Apprehenfion of ; but applies a'l Texts of this
¢ Nature to one only Thing, which he will have call’d Re-
¢ generation, and allows that Term to be ufed for Nothing
‘elle; n;r any other Expreflions that have any Aflinity to
‘“it.” (P.19.) . .
This is bu9t )an artful Changing the Queftion. -Had he
fpoke to the Purpofe, he fhould have fhewn 'us, that.Re-
generation, being bsrnm again, begotien of GO-D, or born of
GOD, being created anew, or made nsow Creatures, being borm
from abave, or born of Water and the Spirit, are Exprefiions
apply’d  to more Cafes than one in _holy Bcripture. For he
knows, or fhould know, that this'is the Peint before us ;
and not whether fome A/fufions may be found in Scripture
to a nataral Birth, ‘in a different View from what I am
pleading for. —— If no fuch Inftances can be found, and
thefe Expreflions'do retain one invariable Meaning thro’ the
whole Word of GOD, all his Realonings upon - this Head
are gltogether impertinent 5 and therefore all the Inflances
he afligns to confirm that Argumentation, are wholly fereign,
to. the Bufingfs befc re him,—Suppofe it true, that ¢ a Change .
¢ from Sorrow to Joy is illutrated by a Birth in Scrip-

“ ture ; Suppofe ‘the ¢ Term Children of GOD s ufed with

‘ Refpe@ to the Refurreftion;* Suppofe -grest < Streights
¢ and Difficulties are defcribed by 8 Tike Metaphor ; and that
¢ the Children of Ifrael were truly GOD’s People, in: this
¢ metaphorical Senfe, * 13 ‘this Gentleman takes Pains to-prove
( P. 19,&9¢, ) What Conclufion will thefe Premifes afford him 2
How will it follow from thence, that ‘to be regemerate, to

- ‘be begotten, or barn of GOD, to be new creatred, or & -
.new Creature, to be born from above, or to be born of tire

Spirit, may fignify no more than to be laptized, when: it

can’t be prov’d, that thefe Expreffions are ever once .ufed
in that Sepfe; or that they any where in the Bible, have

‘any other Meaning then what I have sffigned them:?

‘But ¢ the Word Regeneration is always ufed in a mets-
¢ phorical Senife, except when ufed to fignify. the Refurretion ;
¢ and gl thofe Expreflions of being-begotten of GOD ; and

"* born ‘of GOD ; and born from sbove ; and whatever cife
- ! feems t9 infer a new _Bitthl,)arg figurative ; and can mean

. -t r
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‘ no more_than the Produétion of fome. great Change or
¢ Alteration, which may bear fome Analogy, in a figurative
* Way of fpesking, to that Change that paffes upon the
¢ State of an Infant, when it firft comes into the World ;

. ", ¢or is produced by Generation.’

Well, what then ? Will it thence follow that all the
moft diftant Allufions to a Birth or Creation, muft be un-
- .derltood in the fame Senfe, with thefe ftrong and emphati-
cal Expreflions under Confideration ; becaufe both the. one
‘and the other aie metaphorical ? — He tells vs that ¢ great
¢ Sueights and Difficulties are defcribed by a like Metaphor.®
“{ P. 20.) Will it; therefore follow that Afiffion is Regene-
.zation’y_and that every one under fuffering Circumftances, is

v psegenerated .2 How then does Regeneration fignify Baptifm -

only, (as he fo ftrenuoufly endeavours to prove) if it fignifies
any Thing elfe, as well as Baptifm ? How will this Rea-
foning ferve his Cau‘e, any better than ours, when it 'is
dirc&tly calculated to undermire both the one and the other ?
- But the Comfort is, that it is altogether impertinent and incon-
clufive.—There is not the leat Appearance of a Confequence
.in " this Arguing, that becaufe fome diftant Allufions to 2
Birth, a Creation, &¢c. are’ ufed in Scripture without any
determinate Signification, for very different Events, that
thertfore the Terms New Birth, New Creation, &¢. which
are never ufed in Scripture but with one determinate
Signification, . and for one Event only, are to be "under-
flood in the fame loofe and uncertain Ser{e. —=— Our
-blefl:d Saviour . and his infpited Apoftles have limited the
Ule of thefe Expreflions, to one moft important Event, up-
on which they affure us that our eternal Interefts do moft
dmmediately depend ; and it is therefore too bold an Un-
dertaking, to endeavour to reprefent them as being of fuch
ambiguous and uncertain Signification.—OFf what mifchievous
-Confequence muft it be to the Souls of Men, to interpret
-Scripture after fucha Manner ! There is fomething fpoken
of, as abfolutely neceflary to our feeing the Kingdom of GOD.
But what; is it that is required ? Mr. Witmore teaches us,
thar it may fignify ¢ a Change from Sorrow to Joy,’ it may
¢ fignify the Refurrcétion, ® it may ¢ fignify great Streights
< ard D:fficulties, > it may * fignify being in Covenant with
# GOD:? — But there is no determinate Idea to he annexed

20,it 5 and yet .it ‘does - fignify Baptim. Now (if this Rea-.

Aoning -hould be received ) what dreadful Danger muft’ we
.berin, of taking up with any Thing, or Nothing, inftéad of
. T B -~ what
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what is required of us, as abfolutely neceflary to our eter-
nal Salvation !

As for the Texts of Scripture cited by him, to this.
Purpofe, there are bat two of them which have any Refe-
rence at all to the Subjeét before us> Thefe only I fhall
therefore confider. . : .

The firR Text alledged by him, which has any Relation
to the prefent Debate, is Mat. xix 28 Ve that bave foliowed
mwe in the Regemeration, wben tle Som of Man fball fit upen
the Throne of bis Glory, yo fball alfo fit, &c. He fuppoles
the Regeneration in this Text, to exprefs the general Refur-
retion. ( P. 19 ) But afligns no Reafon why it fhould thus
be underttood.—— T'here can be nothing more matural and
cafy, than to underftand this Text according to the common

‘and received Interpretation given to it.. They followed CurisT

in the Regeneration of Sinners to himfelf ; and in his bring-.
ing the Church into = new and fpiritual State : Or they
followed himn as his Children, that were indeed born to
him by the Influences of his holy Spjtit.— This is the Senfe,
which the Word Regemeration, and the other Synonymous

. Terms every where obtain in Scripture. This is the moft

natural Interpretation of the Text before us, the Senfe which
firft offers to the Mind ; and makes the Text moft familiar:
and intelligible ; and he neither does, nor ( I believe ) can
give any Reafon at all, why we fhould here” change the
received Interpreiation of the Word.

The other Fext he cites is, v Prs. i. 3 Blefad be the .-

God and Father of our Lerd Yefus Chriff, whick according to
bis abundant Mercy, bath begotten #s again “to ailively Hope,
by the Refurreftion of Fefus Chriff from the Dead.” From,
which he argues, ¢ St. Peter daes not fay we are begotten
¢.to this Hope by a new Creation in our Souls, as Mr.
¢ Dickinjon would defcribe Regeneration or GOD’s begetting
¢ us ; but in a quite different Manner, wiz. by the ‘Refur-
¢ reltion.’—To which it is fufficient Anfwer, that St. Perer

_ddes not fay, that we are as¢ begotten to this Hape by a

new Creation, or the Creation of a new Principle in our

-Souls. And I’m fure, that fuch a new Principle in our

Souls is fo far from being inconfiflent with our entertain-

- *ing a lively Hope from the Refurre®ion of Curist, that

it's the only Foundation from which fuch a lively Hope

. can proceed. —— The Words are plain' and familiar ; and,

at the very firft View reprefent to us the Senfe I am plead-

ing for; and are accordingly fo underfood, by all the Com-

3 : mentatore
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mentators I have read upon the Text. God the Father of
oar Lord Fefas Cbtiff  koth begottew s, that is, he hath
given us a new and divine Principle J Life, whereby we
cin entertdin a /ively Hope, from the Confideration of Chrif’s
Refurredion from the Dead. ’ . )
.Upsn the -whdle then, he can find no one Text in the
Bible, whete Regeneration or the other Expreflions ~of the
{ame . Significancy .are ufed, in any other Senfe: than that
which I' amt pleading for. —— But on the contrary, we are
affured by & Variety of full and clear Teftimonies from the
divine Oracles, that no Man can have thefe Charallers ap-
fied to him, but what has indeed experienced the renewing
Influences of the divine Grace:—W?e know ( fays the Apofile ) -
that whoforver is born of God, finneth not . but be that is -
begatten of Gad; keeperh bimfelf, and. that wicked ane toucheth
Bim mot.. It therefore never can be.true in any Cafe what-
" foever, that any Man can bs born of GOD, and continue
in Sim ; or he begotten of G O.Dy and not keep himfelf
trom. a- Subje€tion to the wicked one. The Apoftle affures
us, that he Kknows it is otherwife. And that gives us a
better View of the true Meaning of the debated Expreflions,
than all the uoferiptural Imaginations and Surmifes of Mr.
Weirdore and bis Brethren. . See likewife to the fame Parpofe
A Job. jii. 9. Epb. iv. 24. v Fob. v. 4. cam multis aliis,
Hitherto Mr. Wetmore has been only clearing his Way,
. for a mote full and dite&t Proof of his Point, which we.
are mow to expect. But having faid fo much alseady, be-
fore ‘he: comes direftly . to the Bufinefs before him, he thinks

& prapsr to preceed in.a mof brief and compendious. Way.

. ¢ All that will therefore be meceflary (fays he) to deter-
¢-tuine :this whole Controverfy with Mr. Dickinfon, is to fhew,
¢ that fuch a Change of State and Relation is made in Chriftian
¢ Baptifm,  that thq Perfons baptized are truly. faid to 1eceive
¢ the Priviledge to be called the Children of GOD, according
¢ toi the Acceptation of that Phrale both in the old Tefla-
¢ ment and n¢w ; and that this Change is wrought by the

¢ Opetation “and Influence of G O D’s Holy Spirit, in and -
¢ with the Application of Water, according tq CurisT’s

¢ Inftitution; > (P. 24} - - - N .

Is this © all that i3 necefliry to. determine this whale

¢ Guntrover{y ? * Then it feems, there is no neceflity of:
gnfwering. nor indeed of taking any Natice at all of the
c'ear and full Scripture-Evidence broughy againft his Hypo-
-thelis  The Genileman might probably think, thit was too
hard a Pizce of Work ; or would take jim vp too much

. ime,
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Time. He therefore choofes a more concife and ealy Me- -

“thod of difpatching his Bufinefs, left the tedious Tafk of

an{wering Arguments would have quite fpoiled the Planfi-
bility of hix Harrangue. ‘ . ,
Is ic fufficient, ¢ to fhew that the Perfons bapiized, are
¢ traly faid to receive the Priviledge, to be calied the Chil-
¢ dren of GOD ?’ —But how becomes it fuflizient, to fhew one
Thing, when his Bufinefs was to Erovc aaother of & very
different Nature ?— The Point in Debate between him and
me is, Whether Baprifis be Regeniration. W hat he attempts
to prove is, that profefled Chriftians' may in fome Seafe or
other be called the Children of GO D. By the fame Argu-
ment he may as well prove, that all Orphans are regenerate;
for a Father of the Fatherle/s it God in bis boly Habitation,
(Pfal. Ixviii. 5.) And that all Men every whereare regenerate ;
for there is “one God and Father of all, (Eph.iv. 6) Chat the
holy Angels are regenerate ; for they are called the Soms of
God, (Job xxxviii. 7.) And thet even the Gentiles who were
neither circumcifed nor baptized, were - regenerate ; for thefe
were calleld GOD’s Sons and Daughters, ({fat’ xiiii 6.) Bring
’E Sons frem far, and my Dasughters from the Ends of the
arth. Is it becaufe Mr. Wetmosre could fay nothing at all
to the Purpofe, that he thus ferioufly undertakes to provea
Point quite foreign and impertinent to the Matter in De-
bate ? —As GOD isthe Fatherand Creator of the Univerfe,
all Creatures are bis Offjpring ( A&s xvii. 28, 29. ) and all
intelligent Beings, whether holy Angel:, Men or ?)evi]s, may
in this Senfc be called his Children.—As GOD is pleafed
to bring fome Part of Mankind into a nearer ex:ernal Re-
lation 10 himfelf, by their fpiritual Priviledges and Covenaat-
Obligations, thefs may in a more dppropiate Senfe be cal-

-led his Childrew, or the Children of his Covenant. But what

is this to Regemeration ? — Are they all who in thefe Re-
fpe€ts. are called the Children of GOD, fo dsrm of the Spirit,
that they are Spirit, or fpiritual (a) 2 Are they fc freed from
Sin, that they cannot commit Sin (b) # Have they all over-
come the World (c) ?  Are they all begotten 10 a lively Hipe () 7
Does the Seed of G O D remain in them all (e) 2 Do
they.all deep themlelves, that the wicked one toucketh them not (f) ?
Are they all created anew in Chrifp Fefus wate good Wirks,

“ that they walk in them (s) ? Thele, all thefe, are the necef-

(a) Fob.iii 6 (b) 1 J7b iif. 9. (c) tFob.-v. 4. (d) 1Pes. i 3.
fary
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fary and a&ual Chara&ters of every regenerate Perfon. And
if they. are mot { as certainly they are not) the real Charaters
of all, that in fome Senfe or other are called the Chil-’
dren of GOD in Scripture ;; then this Reafoning of his is
the. Height of Impertinence. : .
But to be regenerate, orto be the Children of GO D, is
the fame Thing. ( P.z3 ) — I anflwer, they are jult fo much
the fame Thing, as to bs regenerate, or to be in Heayen, is -
the fame Thing. Both Adsption and eternal. Salvation are
the Confequence of - Regeneratin ; and therefore cannot be the
fame Thing. As natural Generation precesds Sonthip, and'can-
not for'that Reafon be the fame Thing with it ; fo Regeners-
tion does, in Order of Nature, preceed Adoption ; and cannot for
that Reafon be the fame Thing with it. :
, What thes will become of Mr. Wetmore's two Propofitions,
. by which alone he endeavours to eftablifh his Do&rine of éap-
tifinal Regeneration ?  Suppole it true, that* fuch a Change of
¢ State_ and Relation is made in Chriftian Baptifm, that the Per-
¢ fons baptized ate truly faid to receive the Priviledge, tobe
¢ called “the Children of Gop :’ Suppofe it is alfo true,
That ¢ this Change is wrought by the Operation- and Infla-
¢ ence of GOD’s Holy Spirit, in and with the Application
¢ of Water, according to Curist’s Inftitution: * it is all no
more to the Purpofe, than if he had undertaken to prove
any other Propofitions whatfoever. And . yet this is all the
Tividence which he pretends to offer in Confirmation of his
. Principless and upon which he would have Men run thé
Venture of .an Exclulion from. the Kingdom of GO D.— It
‘would' be to mifpend my own and my Reader’s Time, to
take any diftin& Notice of the Methcd he ufes to illuftrate
and confirm _ his Propofi:ions ; fince both the Propofitions ard
their Illuftration, are fuch an egregious trifling, and wandring
away from the Subj.& in Debate. :

~ I therefore proceed to take fome Notice of his Corollaries. -
- He firft infers, that it wi'l appear very natural, to under-
ftand the Wafhing of Regeneration (Tit, iii. 5. ) to mesn

Baptifm 3 efpecially confidering, what is predicated of it

there is exprefly predicated upon Baptifm, ( 1 Per. iii. 21. )

that it now faves us, according to our Saviour’s Promife

( Mark xvi. 16 ) He that believes and is boptized fball be

faved. This being then the moft naiural and obvious In-
terpretation, -which- aceording to the beft Rules of inter-
preting Scripture, - fhauld always be received, when {uch
- ' ¢ Interpretaticn

o A a . @ A & a
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¢ Interpretation, is neither contrary to Realor, nor any ether
¢ Text. of Seripture.* (P.34.)——Had Mr. Wetmore quite
forgot, that I had largely prov’d from a great Variety of -
Scripture-Teftimony, that this Interpretation is both contrary
to other Texts of Scripture, and to Reafon tco ? And is it
not fomething diverting, to fee him with a grave Counte-
nance take that for granted, and draw his Conlequences from
it a: a Poflulatum not to be difputed, which is fo largely
difprov'd in the Difcourfe be is animadverting upon, without
taking any Notice of the Evidence brought againft him ?—
Let us however attend to his Reafoning. '

It will appear ( he tells us ) very natural to underfland
the Waping of Regeneratiom ( Tit iii. § ) to mean Baoptifm,
efpeciaily confidering, that what is predicated of it there, is
predicated of Bapti/m, 1 Pet. iii 21. — Well then he allows,
that being Javed by the Remewing of the Hily Gbsfi, is pre-
dicated of the Laver of Regemeration in [Dit. iii. 5. His
Words can have no other Meaning ; for there is nothing
elfe predicated of the Laver of Regeneration in that Text.
Whence it follows, that all who are regenerated, are faved
by the Renewing of the Holy Ghoft. For it this be pre-
dicated of Regemeration. it is applicable to all who are re-
generated. It is therefore an inevitable Confequence, that if
"all who are Jdaptized, are mot faved by the Renewing of
the Holy Ghoft, then all who are baptized are mot regene-
rated ; and therefore that Baptifm is not Rigemesation: — I
can't forefee what Anfwer Mr. Weimore can give to this.
He can’t pretend, that all. baptized Perfons are faved by the
Renewing of the Holy Ghoft ; for he allows that there are
fome that come in Hypocrify, and are wicked after Baptifin
. who may be confider d «s Exoticks. (P. 30.) Which Charaéters
are juft as crnurary to tne Remewing of the Holy Ghoff, s
Light and Darknefs, G O D and Belisl. There can’t be a
" greiter Soleciim, than to fpeak of wicked Hypocrites being
(while fuch) renewed by the Holy Ghof. — But perhaps
he intended to reprefent nd more, as predicated of the Laver
of Regeneration than being faved. Let him however remem-
ber, tnat the Salvation ipoken of in the cited Text, is 4y
the Renewing of the Holy Gia# ; and he has no Authority
- to feparaic what GOD has joined together. .

But Saivation is predicated of Baptifm, 1 Pet. iii. 21. —
"By this he muft dcubtlels intend, that all who are baptized
are faved 3 for what s predicated of Baptifm, _ is-applicable
3 : . ’ to
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to-all the Jfaptized. If therefore — being foved — means the
fame. Thing in this' Text, as it does in Tit, iii. 5. thengll
thit. are baptized, are remewed by the- Holy Ghyff ; which ‘is
not oply moft natorioufly falfe in Fa&, but contraiy to
-his own Conceflions. = If being faved, does mot mean the.
fame Thing in this Text asin Tit. iii. 5. then this Text is
moft impertinently cited, to prove that Baptifm is meant by
the Laver ‘of Regeneration, and is nothing at all to his' Pur-
pofe : For how can the Ufe of the fame Words in one .

' Text, fhew us how they are to be underfiood in another,

where they are ufed in a very different Senfe, and with a
very different ‘Defign ? How can being faved without the
Renewing of the Holy Ghoft, fignify the fame Thing with
being faved 4y the Renewing of the Holy Ghoft ? — This
Text therefore, in what Senfe foever he underftands it, is
far from juftifying his Interpretation of the Laver of Rege-
neraliom. . h
The Words of this. Text- are, The /ike Figure whereunts,
Baptifm doth alfo mow [ave a5 (met the putting away of the

.- Fith of the Flefp, but the Anfwer of a good Confeience to-
- wards God, ) by he Refurre@ion of Jelus Chrif. In thefe

 Words are feveral Things worthy of particular .Notice. Itis

abfervable, that the bare Adminiftration of this Ordinance of
Bapti/m, or the Application of Water, here called the put-
2ing away of the Filth of the Flefb, doth not fave use Whenge
it follows, that this Ordinance may be adminiftred to thofe,
rvbo, are .np way Partakers of the Salvation here {poken of.
For .there ‘are fome baptized, who have no gracious Quali-
fications ; but are in Hypocrify. and Impenitence ( as our
{Aathor - himfelf allows ) and therefore have nothing but the
putward- Application of the Ordinance. There is no Reafon
to. fuppofe thefe to be .Partakers of any divine Blefling with
-the Ordinance, who do but mock G OD in their Atten-

ance upon it : Thefe therefore are ot faved by it.———
"It is- further obfervable from this Text, that thofe whom
Baptimfaverh, .are fuch in whom is 2be Aufwer of a good Con-
feiewce tesoards God : which :{ according to Mr. Wetmire’s own
Interpretation of thefe Words, P.8 ) implies ¢ to profefs Faith
“and Repeatance ; and promife future "Obedience to GOD,
¢ with a good Confcience, i.e. honefily and fincerely. > They
tbesefore who do -not aét fincerely, but come in Hypocrify
t{as he allows, .fome may do) are not faved by Bapti/m. 3
“becauie they want the Qualification of # good Conjcimgg,
- ) N - . . o - = = - N '°
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€0 which -2s 3 neceffary Means, this Text afcribes the -Salvs-
tion here fpoken of, — It iy moreover obfervable from this
Text, that they whom Baptifm faves, are faved by efficacious
Grace or Virtue derived from the Refurreiion of F.fus
Chbrif. Whence it follows, that they who have ms Intereft

in the Benefits proceeding from the Rejurreftion of Fefus

Clriff, but ste excluded by their Unbelief, Impenitence, and
Hypocrily, ate #ot faved by Baptifw. Upon the whole
then, it is moft clearly and unqueftionably evident from this
Text, that Baptifm is not the Laver of Regemeration. 1F
the Laver of Regemeration faves all “the Partakers of it, Jp
the Remewing of the Holy Ghoff, [and Baptifm does not
fave} all * that Partake of it, by the Renewing of the

* Holy Ghott; if it faves none but thofe who have a good
- Confeience, and have experienced tbe Power of Chrifs Red

Jurre&tion, then Baptifm is not the Laver of Regeneration.——
I hope, this Gentleman will no more pretend to prefs this

Text into his Service, till he has removed thefe Difficultics,

out of the Way. .

- His fecond' Carélllry is, # that it will appear the moft
¢ genuine and ealy Interpretation of Joh. iii. 5. Except a
¢ Man be born of Water and the Spirit, to underfland the

. ¢ baptifmal Regeneration I have defcribed.” (P. 34 ) This he

endeavours to confirm by two Arguments. The firt is
taken from Vir. 10, Art thiw a Mafier of Frael, and knoweft

. mot thefe Things ? Whence he argues : ¢ The Ground of

¢ our Saviour)s Quefion to Nicodemus muft neceflarily be,a

- ¢ known Pradtice among the JFews, of near Affinity to that -

¢ of which he fpoke ; and fuch a Praftice was known among
¢ them.—=—I might here enquire of him, how he proves
that fuch a Praltice was known among the Jews as baptizing’
Profelytes ; and calling them #emw lorn, or regenerate ? Way
there any Inftitution in the Levitical Law, upon which fuch
% Pratice was founded ? If not, can it be fuppofed, that
our blefled Saviour would do fo much Honour to an hu-
mane Invention and Tradition (if there had been that Tra-

dition among them) as to put fo much Strefs upon it :— "~

Or can he fo much as prove, that this' Pialtice had ever
obtsin’d among the Jews in our Saviour’s Time ? ~The

- Authorities he pretends to bring, are much too late to prove

any futh Thing ; and what he cites from" them, is nothing
0 his Pyrpofs. If they c&ll}c;d Profelytes new bormy or 7esc
CL S N i
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Born. Infants, what is this to Baptifm, of which they fay
nothing at all ? Or how does this prove that they efteemed
Baptifm to be Regeneration 2 In thort, the whole Notion
{as far as appears by any. Thing brought either by Dr.
Waterland or by Mr Wetmore, in Confirmation of it) is but
& mere chimerical FiGtion.—— But fuppofe it true, fuppofe
that fuch a Praftice was known among the Fews ds baptizing
Profelytes, and calling them #eew born, or regenerated ; How
could Nicodemus know by this, the Neceficy. of Chriffian
Baptifm. an Ordinance not yet inftituted, nor ever heard of

in the World ? How could ‘he know, that becaufe Heatbens

were wafhed with Water when admitted Profelytes into the
Fewifp Church, that therefore a Jew muft be bapiized in
the Name of the Fatber, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghofi,
if he would ever enter into the Kingdom of GOD éur Sa-
viour ¢ How could he know, becaufe Profelytes to - the
Fewifp Church were baptized with Water, that therefore

they who would hope for Salvation according to the Chriffiam -

Difpenfation, muft be born of Water and of the Spirit 2 —i
It is mokt certain, that Nicodemus, tho’ a Mafter “in Ifrael,
¢ould know none of thefe i'hings; and it is therefore cer-
tain, that our Saviour did mnot, could not mean Cbhriffian

Baptiym, in the Text before us.—— This Matter is largely -

and particularly clear’d up in my Remarks on Dr. Waterland 3
to which T refer the Reader for further Satisfaltion. ~ But

Mr. Weimore has 1ather chofen to overlook all that is there: -
faid againft this trifling Notion, as unworthy of his Regard, .

‘than to urdergo the Drudgery of anfwering it. .
_Another Argument he brings to confirm his Interpretas
tion -of this Tex:, is taken from the «21) Ve{a of this
Chapter. If I tell you of eartbly Things and ye beleve not,

bow foall you believe, If 1 tell you of beavenly Things ? From

, whence he argue : ¢ To be born again of Water and the -

¢ Spint, are called earthly Things, as the loweft Gofpel-

¢ Myfteries —* which tis much more natural to’ apply

¢ unto Baptifm, than the other Senfe of Regeneration.’

But why may not the other Senfe of Regemeration be-called -

an eartbly Thing, that is; what can be reprefented in an
éafy and familiar Manner, and exemplified by common and

well known Similitudes ; “and. what “was plainly reprefented

and explained in the Old Teftament # Why (I fay) may it
not in thefe Refpects be called an earthy Thing,  in com=
-patifon of thofe fublime and heavenly Doétrines, taught in
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the temaining Part of this Difcourfe of our Lorp’s with
Nicodemus ? Such as bis coming down from Heaven, and being
in Heaven at the fame T'ime. (ver. 13) His being /ifted up
upon the Crofs, that Believers in him might have eternal
Lis .(ver. 14, 15.) His being the Son of Man in Heaven 5
(ver. 13. ) and yet the omiy begotten Son of God here upon
Earth ¢ (ver. 16 )—And fuch as the eternal Life, to be ob-
tain’d by all that deliews in bim ; and the Condemnation,
that all Unbelicvers are already under. ( ver. 18 ) [hefe are

a@ dangerous Error.

_ plainly the Things here compared, by the Dcnomination of

n

eartbly and beavenly Things. This Text therefore is nothing
to Mr. Wetmore's Purpofec.

His third Corollary is, ¢ that a perfevering Piety and Virtue
¢ by the renewing Influences of the Holy Spirit, muft be
¢ added to Regeneration, to qualify Men for the final Hap--
¢ pinefs of Curist’s Kingdom.’ Under this' Head he has
fome very ufeful Admonitions, with which I heartily concur ¢
But left his Reader fhould fall into fome dangerous Miitakes,
with refpe¢t to the important Truths therein reprefented ;
I fhall take leave to add a few Things, which are abfolutely
neceflary,* in order to procure and fecure this perfevering
Piety, which he recommends.

1. Itis mecefflary, for thofe who woéuld obtain a Primciph
of Piety, to be emptied of themfelves ;5 and to lhave a feafible
feeling Impreflion of their own Impotence and Mifery. It
is neceflary, that they fhould have a realizing View, that
they are by Nature Children of Wrath, - ( Eph. ii. 3.) that
their carnal Minds are Enmity to God. ('Rom. wiii. 7. ) that
while they remain iy the Flgfb, in their original and natural
State, they cannot pledfe God. ( Rom. viii. 8.) And that they

- therefore as guilty perithing Sinners lie at Gobp’s Mercy, and

cannot by their own Power help themfelves. ~ It is there-
fore dreadfully dangerous for any to imagine, that ¢ Baptifm

- ¢ feals the Remiffion of their former Guilt, tho’ they make.

¢ their Préfeflion hypocritically ;° as taught by this Author,
(P.31.) and that thofe baptized Perfons, who ¢ wapt a
¢ Covenant-Claim to eternal Happinefs, don’t want to be
¢ regenerated, “biut reformed ; ° as we are taught by Dr,
Waterland. ( P, 11, 12. ) - .

2.. It is meceffary, for thole who would perfevere in Piety and

_ Virtue, that they obtain a new living Princip/e of Grace in their

2 Hearts
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Hearts by Regeneration : otherwife, whatever Streams there
may be, without a living Fountain to fupply them, they

“muft quickly dry up. It is neceflary, that they b¢ créated

anew in Chriff Fefus unto geod Works, that they may walk
in them, Eph.ii: 10.- It is neceflary, that they pur on ®be
mew Man, which is renewed dfter the Image of bim that
created them Col. iii. 10, It would be very dangercus for
them to fuppofe, that ¢ by Baptifm they are brought into a
¢ State of Favour in CarisT, and thus quickned and faved ;°
as Mr. Wetmore teackes ( P. 29.)3-and that © .this is not
< from any new Creation of any Principle in the Sou! of
¢ the regenerate ; but fomething indeed fpecifically different
¢ from it;’ as he a'fo teaches. (P.23) . .

3. Tt is nesefflary, in order to their obtaining this Principle,
that they depend only upon Gobp's free and fovereign Grace,
semembring . that fuch guilty unworthy Sinners can have no
Claim to Mercy that they are Clay in the Hands of the’
Potter, that GOD will have Mercy om ewbim be will bave

Mercy ( Rom. ix 18, 21.) and that if ever they are Partakers -

of his Salvation, it will only U ldecaufe it bas fo leemed
good in bis fight, Matt..xi. 26, It is necefliry that they
‘fhould” for this Reafon be in earneR, in working eut their
own Salvation: sith fear and trembling, becanfef it is God
that works in them both to will and to do, of bis goed Pledfure.

Phi.ii. 12, 13.—It will be very dangerous for ’émi to fup-

‘e ‘wih this Gentleman, that ‘'a good Conlcience and 2

- ¢ gord Life, comprize all theRequifites to-a comfortable Hope. ’
" (P.7.) Or that of we ¢ fincerely endeavour to do the

» %atbing Jall feparate them frem the Lowe of Chriff. (ver. 3‘;)
§ y

“Believers firmly

* beft we can; and are daily ‘gaining Ground of our Vices
¢ and Paffions; and after fri®:ft Examination find ourfelves
¢ upcn the improving Hand, we are in a State of Salva-
tion. (P. 5 ) For GOD will-bring all to bis Fut, to de-
pand only upon his fovereign Grace in CHrisT, whom he

makes Partakers of his faving Mercy.

. 4 Tt is ﬂ{(Mﬁ"iy, that befides altive Diligence in Duty,

epend upon the gracious Promifes of the

Covenant, for perfevering Grace ; that they depend upon it,

that wkom God bath called, bé bath alfe jufifird ; and whom

be bath juftified, ke will alfo glrify, ( Rom. vili. 30°) that
av mone foall ke able b0 pluk Chrifts Sheep out of
i - i ‘ 2 L — .i Eatd : ‘Htm i: R
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Hands, ( Joh: . 28. ) that B will wever leave them wor for-
lake thém, (Heb. xiic. ¢.) but they fnall be kepf &y the Pegyer
of God, throagh Faith unto Saslvation. (1 Pet. i. §.)=—< This
is neceffary, in arder to keep up their Hope, to invigorate
théir Duties, to fill them with Thankfulnefs to GOD for
the unfpeakable Gift of his Grics, and to ensble them to
rejoice in: Hope of the Glory of GOD.<—&lt is therefore
very dangerous, to teath with Dr. Wateriand, that ¢ all
¢ chriftian Blefings may be forfeited and finally loR, if &
¢ Perfon revolts’ from GOD, either for a Time or . for Ever ;.
¢ and then fuch s Perfori is no longer in & regenerste State,
¢ or & Stat¢ of Sonfhip, with refpeft to any faving Effects. ’,
(P. 11, 12.) And it is equally dangerous; to tesch with
Mr. Wetmore, that Men may. be ¢ admitted into a Covenant
¢ of Favour and Friendthip with GOD, have their former
¢ Guilt removed by a gracious and free Pardon ; and yet
¢ be finally impenitent. (P. 31, 32) .

5. It is meceffary, that they who have this Hope in them,
fhould feel the Power of the divine Grace in their Hearts ;
and find by examining tbemfelves, that Chriff is in them, and
they not Reprobases. (z Cor. xiii, §) They fhould Awow, that
they abide in bim. by the Spirit which be bath given them.
{1 Joh.iii. 24.) They fhould find. that they are not in the
Flefb, but in the Spirit, by the Spirit of God . dwelling in

“them. ( Rom. viii- 9. ) And .they fhould have that Experience

which worketh Hope, which will not make afbamed. (Rom. v. 4, 5.)
How very dangerous is it therefore, to teach with lgr.
Waterland, that ¢ the Marks of a renewed Héart 'and Mind
¢ have & Tendency to perplex fome, and to deceive others;
¢ and therefore may pruderitly be thrown afide, as Things

¢ of human Invention.’ (P. 42, 41.) Or to teachk with Mr."

Wetmore, that * we may propeily be faid to be Children

¢ of Hope, or begotten to. Hope ; as thofe that enjoy great

¢ Advantages to know G OD, and the Way to be happy,
€ are called Children of Light. (P. 11.) C

I would "intreat all who have any Value for their Souls,
to confider thefe Chings, not as guere Matters of Speculation ;
but as Affairs of higheft Importance to their eternal Welfare.
I would intreat them, that they be mot foon fbaken in Mind;
but that they continue in the. Faith, grounded and jettied ;
and that they be mot moved away from the Hope of the Gofpel,

wbich they bave Feard, ' L
N t
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T¢ may be expeted, that before I conclude, I fhould
make up the Account with this angry Gentleman, with Ref-,
& to the very rough and abufive [Creatment, 1 have met
with in this Difcourfe of his. - But as perfonal Matters
don’t at all affe@ thé Debate between us, and fuch In-.
veQives ordinarily recoil upon the Author himfelf, doing
very little Harm to thofe againft whom they are levelled,
I fhall wholly pafs them over : and conclude with my hearty.
_Prayer to GOD, that both he and his Readers may fo be
 Bern of Water and the Spirit, and fo experience the .
EfcQs of regemerating Grace in their Hearts, as to be quali-
. - fied for, and finally be Partakers of the Glory and Bleflednefs
‘of the Kingdem of GOD,
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