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T HE RE needs no Apoligy for the Publication of the following
Sermons 5 the vaft Importance of the Subjec, renders a Dif-
courfe of this Kind akways feafoncble 5 tho perbaps it may: be
thought by fime, that no Apology can be fufficient, for the enfuiny
Remarks upon an Autbor of fo great Name and Charalier, as
Dr. Waterland. But as 1 kave enleavoured to approve myfelf
unto Gody in that Undertaking 5 Ican patiently bear any of thofe
Dnveftives that may be expetted, from the Gentlemen of contrary
Sentiments.—I am as fully perfuaded, that the Caufe I am de-
fending is the Caufe of God, as Iam that the Scriptures are the
Word of God,  If I believe the one, I nnfi belicve the other, if
it be poffible 1o uuderfland the Meaning of the mofi plain, familiar,
a@_{  exprefs Words that can be [poken,~— The Souls of Men are
sherifore nearly concern'd in this Matter 5 and the Minifters of
the Gofpel loudly called upon, wigoroufly ts exert themjerves, that
they may prevent, if poffible, the Defe&tion that 7s already bogun in
fecveral Parts of the Land, upon A:count of this great A sicle of
'Chriftianity. ~ Ifthis be not g _fufficient Reafin for this Undertak-
‘ing, Ihave none to give, -

I dm't intend by thefe Remarks, merchy a Refutation of Dr.
Waterland’s Bosk, ‘but of bis Principles, alfo by whomfeever e/-
poufed. I have therefore been larger vpon fome Points, than awould

\bavve been neceffary in Anfwer to that Difeourfes and cither

|

wbolly paffed over, or but briefly touched upon, fome other very
erroneous Principles, that dy not o inmediately enter into the Mevits
of the Caufe.— What 1 aim at, is, to furnifb.the Reaier avich
Armaxr from the Word of God, not oyly againfl the dangerous
Docirines contain’d in that Difcourfe 5 but alfs ugain/t a1y o o
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v “The PREFACE.

Attack of the like Kind, from any other Qivarter. And I bope
Lemay be fufficiemtly fecurcd, by duly attindizg to what is fuill,
in the follacing Sermon and Rewarks.

I have thought mylelf called, to make thele Animadverfi: ¢
npon Dr. Waterland’s Difcourfe in particu wr, fort)y becaule it I
induflricuflly Landed about i feveral Parts of if e Country, to make
Proiites; and' partly becaufe the Subpet is tlcmafl concifely
and plaufibly bandied in that Difcourfe, of any that I have met
i b.

Texpel? 1o be cenfured, for expreffing fo much Confidence and
Affirance in the Cafe b¥fore us, in Oppofition to Men of fo greas
Name, on the other Side of the Queflion s as if I «was arrogating
Lofallibility to myjelf:  But I have this to fay in my Defence,
Th Tam far from fustofing Wyfelf infallible 5 yet I don’d think
it a jult Reafsn to run into Sceptifcifm ; and to doubt of the Cer-
iaiiity of fome of the plainell and mofl important Truths in the Word
of God ; becaufe I am fallible and liable to mifake. — 1 am not
awilliag to riake a Compliment of fuch an eflential Article of prac-
tical Godlinefs, upon which our Eternity immediately depends, to
any Perfons of what Name or Characller foewer 5 or to appear
awavering or uncertain about it, that Imay avoid this Cenfure ;
and befpeak the Characller of a modeil Writer.

Befides, Imuft either entertain this Confidence and Affurance,
or fuppofe at leaft a Poffibility of Truth, in jome of the greateft
Abfuraities ir the World.—1 mufl either be confident that 1 am
right, or elfe fuppofe a Poffibility. —

V. That ull the Texts of Scripture avhich I have cited, both
from the old and nexv Teflament, «with others of the like Kind,
which fpeak of being fprinkled, avajbed, or cleanfed with Water,
do all immediately refer to Water Baptifm ; or elfe,~~

2. 1 muft fuppofe, that thefe Words in Joh. iii. § ; and Tit.
i, §. mut be underflood of Water Baptifm; tho no other
Scriptures exadtly parallel to them are fo to be underflood 5 and tin’
L car't imagine any Reafen from the Words themfelves 5 or from
the Nature of Things, avhy it fouldd be fo. '

3. Lruft fuppofe it poffible, that cvery baptized Perfon, kas
il the Properties and Charaélers aiciibed to the New Birth, o7
Seriptures, or e, —

i
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The PREFAC]}

4. Imup /u/:pa/e". that fome Perfons are fiilyviegen brate in
their Baptifm 5 and will never aant any JfsDepetieration,
whs have not the CharaFers given of the NeVSwANEn Scrip-
ture 3 nor ever awill have aithovt a ReformationQglXIovation.

This I think is p/am_[y taught by Dr. Waterland (p.%5.) And
this if I miflake not, is plainly to teach, that a Man may be rege-
nercte and not recenerate at the fani ‘sze

Thefe Things I muft fuppofe 5 or elfe

: Imufl fuppofe, that the Scriptures fpeak of tavo differ ent Kmds
of Regeneration, as Dualifications for the Kingdom of Gol; the
one baptzfma/ ahichmay be without Holinefs ; the other a C/.wmge
of Heart, neceffarily produltive of a holy Lgﬂz That is in other
Wa: -ds, that Holine/s of Heart and Life is the neceffary Fruit of
Regeneration ; andyet is not neceflarily found in all that are truly
Regenerate

T befe ubd other fuch like Abfurditics, mention’d in the follrwing
Difcourfe, I muft fuppofe ; or clfe I mufl retain my Confidence,
that Iamnot liable to miflake in the prefent Cafe.—There is no
other Choice before me.~1 have therefore chofen the fafeft and
Juref Side of the Queflion, awbich I hope through the Grace of God
20 fland to ; and accardmg to my poor Ability to defend, as long as
Ican bold a Pen inmy Hand.

The Subjet has naturally led me to nfe the fame Manner of
Rmfonmg, more than once, upon different Occafions, in the ?zgfymg
Remarks 5 and [ bad rather he ccufured for ufing needlefs Repe-
tition ; % than to fzilof giving my Reader Conviclion, of tbe dread-
[u! Danger of the Doftrine which I appofe.

.1 hawve no Favour to afk of the Reader, on Account of any Un-
accuracies in the Manner of Performance, or the Stile. ~—If this
Attempt be blzffed of Gad, to convince poor unregenerate Sinners,
of the infinite Mifchicf that will follow a Miflake in this great
Concern 3 and to put them upon proper Solicitude, to lay fuch a
Foundation of Hope ; that they may fimally enter into the Kingdom
of God 5 my Endis cbtained.— And whbether they awill bear, or
avbether tbe wiil forbear, 1hope for deceptance from Him, rwbtyi
Intereft I }mw confulted ; and endeavoured topromote.

THE
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Jefus anfwered and jaid unto bim, Verily, Verily
I [ay unto thee, except a Man be bg;;,n again,
be cannot fee the Kingdom of God.

e H ESE Words were occafion’d by |
g T % a Vifit made to our blefled Saviour,

by Nicodemsus a Ruler among the
mg Jews, who being convinc’d b the

miraculous Works which Chn.ﬁ had
wrought, that he was divinely infpired, was
probably now enquiring of him the Way of Sal-
vation. This Anfwer f{cems therefore to ke
- given, to obviate all his falfe Apprehenfions and
vain Hopes of Acceptance with God, by any
outward Privileges or Pe.formances ,' and to
fhew him, that there muft be a great Change
wrought in the Heart oi every one, that would
| bea Parraker of the future Glory. Such a Change

|asisof “e Nature of a mew Creation 3 and may

Le




2 The Nature and Necefity t
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be aptly compared to being born again. Our |
Lord affures him by a .repeated Affeveration,
(thereby to awaken his moft ferious Attention)
that this Change 1s fo abfolutely neceflary, that
without 1t, no Man fhall ever fee the Kingdom
of God.---This Doétrine was taught Nicodemus,
not as a Concern peculiar to himfelf, but as what
equally referrgd to all Men, without Diftinc- |
tion. réfore as much affefts us as it did
him, and is of the grcateft Importance to us all,
fince no'lefs than our eternal Welfare depends
upon it. Let us then confider

1. What we are to underftand by sbe Kingdom
¢f God, which no unregenetate Man can ever fee,

"2, What we are to underftand by being born
again, without which we cannot fee the Kingdom
of God.

3. Whence this Change which our Saviour
here fpeaks of, is called a new Bir¢h. And |
4. Whence 1t s fo, that the unregenerate can.

not fee the Kingdom of God.

1. I am firft then to confider, what we are
to underftand by the Kingdom of God, which
an unregenecrate Mar. cannot fee.

- I muft here obferve, that there is a twofold
Interpretation of thefe Words, (the Kingdom of

God) according to the different Senfe, in which
they are elfewhcre ufed in Scripture.

1. Some underftand them to figmfy #he King-

dom of Grace 5 or that fpiritual’Kingdom, which

our Lord was eretting here in the World. = In

that Senfe, we are to confider them as being of
the !




- U/ KEGENERATION. 3

the fame.Tendency, as if our blefled Saviour
had faid to Nicodemus, You come to me as to a
‘Teacher fent from God 3 and feem willing to be-
come one of my Di{ciples and Followers ; and
to be a Member of my {piritual Kingdom. 'But
I affure you this cannot be, while you remain
in your prefent State.  None can be acknow-
ledged as real Members of that fpiritual and
heavenly Kingdom which God is now fetting
up, who have not expericnced fo great a Change
of Heart, as may be aptly called a #new Birib.
The Words being thus underftood, plainly
fhew, that we cannot be Chriftians indeed, we
cannot be vital Members of Chrift’s myftical
Body ; nor Partakers of ghe faving Benefits of
his Redemption, whilft unregenérate. But,
2. I chufe to underftand the Words of #be
Kingdom of Glory. And in that View, they are
to be confider’d, as it our blefled Lord had faid
to Nicodemus, You feem defirous to know how
you may fecure a Title to the heavenly Glory 5
and it is therefore neceflary immediately to in-
form you, that it is not your high Birth nor
external Privileges, it is not your Conformity to
the ceremonial Law 3 nor your acknowledging |
me to bc a®Teacher fent from God, that will en-
title you to thay Glory and Happinefs: Bac I
would have you rece’ve it as a moft certain’ and
important Truth, that no Man cap ever be Pir-
taker OY;})at glorious Inheritance, ¢xcept he firft
¢xperience fo great a Change of Heart and Life,
as will be like coming into a new Werld 5 and

i




4 The Nature and Neceffity
may be fitly compai’d to his being born again.
In this Senfe the following Scriptures are necef- |
farily to be underitend. Mark ix. 47. Itis |
betier for 'iee to enter into the Kingdom of God with
ons Eye, vhce baving two Eyes, to be caft dmto
Heli Fire. ik, xiil, 28, There fhail be Waeping |
and Gnafbiar of Teest, whin ye fball fee Abrahar.,
and Ifaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of God ;
and you yourjelves thiuff eut.  So likewife verfe §
29.. with Acts xiv. 20.and many other Places.
This Interpretation of thefe Words appears .
moft agreeable, becaufe Nicodemus (how igno-
rant {oever of the new Birib) feems to have un-
derftood what our Lord meant by the Kingdom
of God ; and to be affected with the Danger of
coming fhort of it. Whereas, if our blefled
Saviour had fpoken to him of his fpiritual King-
dom in this World, he could not have under- §
ftood him ; but would have been at as greata
L.ofs to have found out his Meaning in iis, as
in the other Part of his Difcourfe. %n this Senfe
therefore Nicodemus did underftand the Words
and in this Senfe, our blefled Lord defign’d that
he fhould underftand ’em. For in the other
Senfe, he could have known Noghing atall of |
their Meaning, --- Eefides, it was prebably his
Concern for an Interelt in be Kingdom of Glory,
(anc not of the Kingdom of Grace, which he knew
{o little about) that prompted Nicodemus to this
Conferenc: with our bleffed Saviour. ‘T this B
Concern, ii not to fome previous Queftion about %
the Way of Salvation, our Lord _accommodams&
K




Of REGENERATION, 5

his Anfwer 3 and thews him the neceflary Qua-
lification for that eternal Silvation, he was ioli-
| citous about. |
But the Confequence is the fame, 'hether we
fix upon the one, or the other of thefe Interpre-
tations. For they who cannot be Members of
the Kingdom of Grace, can never be Partakers of
the Kingdom of Glory. We muft be qualified
for that State ; or utterly unqualified for this. —
This awakening Leffon is therefore taught us by
both thefe Explications, that without Regene-
ration there can be no Salvation: We rmaft be-
come new Creatures, or perifh eternally: An
awful Thought! O thatit were duly cenflider’d
and laid to Heart, by a ftupid Generation of
Men, who live at Eafe and Security in a State
of Nature, and confequently in a State of Wrath.
* and Perdition! This is a Thought that muft
have its Influence upon them, e¢ither now while
they have a Day of Grace, or hereafter, when
| they experience the Truth of thefc Words, by
their Exclufion from tbe Kingdom of God. 1 pro-
ceed to confider | -

II. What we are to underftand by being BorN
AGA1N, without which we cannot fee the King-
dom of God. -

To illultrate this Point, I fhall firft givea
general Defcription of this important Change,

- and then particularly confider the feveral Bran-
: Ches of that Defcription.
{ _ Regeneration is @ new /piritual and fupernatural
Principle, wrought by the Spirit of God in all the
L B 2 Faculties




6 The Nature and Neceffity

» Faculties of the Soul, enclining ciw encbling unto
the Exercife of a Life of Faith in Chrift 3 and new
Ob-dience to God.  'To be more particular, |

1. 1 confider R-generation ds bcing a new
Principle.  And thus the Scriptute coniiders it,

It is accordingly called sbe Seed cf Gop, (1 Joh.
iil, g) the neco Man (Zol. iii. 10. the divine Na-
ture 5 (2 Pet. 1. 4)and zhe incerruptible Seed (1 Pet.
1, 23) All 'which Expreffions plainly fignify
a new Principle of Action.—Our original Apo-
ftacy, has brought fuch an univerfal Deprava-
tion upon all the Faculties of the Soul, that the
whole Ilead is fick 5 and ibc whole Hear! faint, the

~ whole Nature Guilt and Defilement, all the
Affections and Paffions alienated from the Life
of God 5 and the carnal Mind Enmity unto bim.
W hat therefore but corrupt Strcams, can flow
from fuch a poifon’d Fountain? How can they |
that are in the Flefh, “ever pleafe God ? How

~can they that are: dead in Treipafles and Sins,
perform any vital Altions ? Cas the Fig-tree, my
Brethren, bear Olive Berries, or the Vine Figs ?
So can no Fountain yield both [alt Water and frefb,
Either make the Trec good 5 that the Fruit may be
good 5 or the Tree will be corrupt, “and bis Fruit
corrupt. There is a natural Neceffity, that all |
the Aftions of an unregenerate Petfon, fhould |
partake of the Quality of thofe carnal finful |
Difpofitions and Affections, from whence they }
flow. And there is the fame Neceffity, that we §
be rencwed in the Spirit of our Mirds 3 and obtain |

a new Source and Spring of Actien ; or as our |
Lord’
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expreﬁ'eth it, a mew Treafure of the Heart, in
Order to our living acceptably to God hcrc or
enjoying him hcrcaiter —There can be no Kind
or Degree of moral Behaviour, no external Aéts
ofOocdlean., no Appearances of Piety and De-
votion accepted of GoJ, while our Hearts are
eftranged trom him. Tbe Lsid looketh om the
cart. And what 1s the Feart of an unrege-
nerate Man ? The Scriptures tell us ic is deceiiful
above all Things; and ae[perately wicked. Jer. uviti 1.
Whence its of lait Neceflity, that @ new Ieart be
given us y and anew Spirit put within us, n order
to our walking in Gob’s Statutesy and keeping his
Fudgments to do them (Ezek: xxxvi. 26, 27 ) Its
of Nzceflity, that we arc created anew in Christ
Fefus unto Good Vorks, 1t we would walk in them
(Eph. 1i. 10) It is of Neceffity, that God purs
- bis Law in our Minds s and writes themn in our
Hearts, in Order to his being our Gop 5 and we
bis Pegple (Heb: viil. 10)—Let no Man my Bre-
thren, deceive you with vain Waords. You muft
not only have a new external Converfation ; but
anew vital Principle, 1f you would be the Chil-
dren of God indeed. You muft be quickned, who
are dead in Trefpaffes and Sins.  You muft bear
the Vaice of the Son of Gop and live 5 and partake
of that Life, which is the Light af Men.  You
muflt. put off the old Man 5 and pitt on the nmew
Man, which after Gob, is created in Knowledse

- and true Holinef[s 5 or elfc you arc never like to
feé 2;93 Ktﬂgdam of Gov.

3 2 . I




s The Nature and Neceffity

2. 1 defcribe Regeneration to be a fEiritual and
fupernatural Principle.  And thus likewife doth
the Scripture delcribe it.  That which is born of |
the Spirit is Spirit (Joh. 11. 6) Of bis own Will |
begat beus (Jam. 1, 18) This Change is wrought
by the exceeding Greatnefs of bis Power 3 and ac-
cording to the Working of his mighty Power (Eph.
1. 19)—I know that there are fome, that call .
themfelves Chriftians, who pretend that this
Change is the Effe€t of moral Suafion only :
And that it is only thro’ the Prevalenre of out-
ward Mecans upon their Minds, that Men are
excited to become new Creatnres, by the Im-
provement of their natwial Abilities, in the Ex-
ercife of moral Virtues ; and religious Duties,
That (according to thém) the whole Work of
Regeneration and progreflive Sanétification, is
but the Improvement of thofe Powers, which
- are given in common to all, that enjoy the Ordi-
- nances of the Gofpel. Tho’ they will in Wouds
acknowledge our Want of divine Aflittance, in
Order to this Change, they feem to allow nq
more of the peculiar and immediate Influgnces
~ of the blefled Spirit, in this great Concern, than -
in the common and ordinary Occafions of Life, .
How loath are poor proud Worms, to give God
the Glory, of his gloridus free Grace and diving -
Operations ! How willing to think well of
- themfelves 5 and therefore to flight and re« !
- proach all thofe Experiences of the divine-Rower;
~upon the Soul, which they themfelves are unacs
~quainted with!--- But how doth the Scriptfll:';s;;
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how doth moft clear and evident Experience
reprefent this Cafe to us ?---Arc we not by Na-
ture {piritually dead 2 (Eph. 1i. 1) Can a dead
Man by the Force of any Perfuafion, be pre-
vailed upon, to reaflume his Life and vital Ac-
tions ? Are we not naturally without Strength ¢
(Rom. v. 6) And can the Force of Perfuafion
prevail with an enfeebled Cripple, or an ener-
vated Paralitick, to arifeand walk ? Are we not.
naturally blind ? (2 Cor. iv. 4) And can the
Pqwer of Perfuafion, enable a blind Man to open
his Eyes and fee ? Are not our Minds naturally,
not only Enemies ; bu: Enmity itfelf unto Gop ? .
(Rom., viii. 4) And can mere Perfuafion change
all %:;: Powers, Faculties, and Difpofitions of
the Mind from iLnmity to Friendthip, from
Hatred to Love; and from an habitual Oppo-
fition t¢ Godlinefs, unto a Delight inthe Ways
of God ? Agre we not naturally polluted and
ﬁl\;ilty Creatures ? (Rom. iii. 12) And can any

cthods of mere Perfualion, bring a clean
Thing out of an¥inclean ; or bring a guilty Rebel
into an Eflate of Innocence, or into Peace and
Favour with God ? How vain are fuch Pretences }
How inconfiftent and abfurd maft they appear
to any Man, who belicves the Do&rine of oris
ginal Sin, as it is taught us by the Scriptures
and our own Experience |- By this View of the
Cafe, we may plainly fce, that there muft be a
flipemaggml and divine Energy exerted, in this

B == 2

Stw Creation. We muft be made willing in the
W of Chrif’s Power (Plal. cx. 3) God muft work
n.
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in us both+o will and to do, of bis oewn good Pleafure, |
(Phil. i1. 13) Itisagreatand wonderful Change,
that Regeneration mukes, too great tor all the
Men upon Farth, or Angels in Heaven tof
effecty; and is therefore afcribed to t'.e fame §
mighty Power, which was wrought in Chrift, when §
be was raifed from the Dead (Eph. 1. 20)—This |
Truth is not only confirmed to us by the Word §
of God; but by our continued Obfervation and }
Experience. Don’t we daily fee the Unfuccef-
fulnefs of all Attempts to perfuade Men to turn
and Nve? Don’t we daily fee what becdmes §
‘of all the good Purpofes and Refolutions, which §
‘Men tuke up in their own Strength ; and*wear
offagain as foon as the Din of Confcience is out |
of their Fars? And don’t we fee how gffetual
the Work proves, when God himfelf undertakes
it ? How fudden and unexpeéted it often is in.
its Beginning ; and how permanent in ftsbleffed
Effets and Fruits ¢ How then doth it concern
‘us all, tomaintain a deep Impreflion of our own
Impotence, to lye at the Feot of Ged’s fovc- §
reign Grace, to afcribe the whole Glory of this
great Work to his mere good Pleafure and al-
mighty Power ; and to experience this fuper-
natural Change in our own Hearts: For it will
certainly be found in the Conclufion, that none
but thofe who are dorn again, by the fpecial In-
fluences of fupernatural ommipotent Grace, fhall
ever fee the Kingdom of Goo. ~ ~ . ¢

3. I have confider’d this #ew Biw

% o o be 3
Principle wrought in us, by the immediate,In-|
- fluences
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fitences of God’s boly Spirit And,thus likewife
it is conflder’d by the Word'of God. That
which is born of tbe Spirit is Spirit. So is every
one- that is born af the Spyirit. Except a Mar be
born of Water® qnd the szrz: be cannot enter into
tbeI{ dom of Gop (Joh. ui. g, 6, 8) It is the -
?r:t bd¥ giveth Life (2 Cor. iii. 6) We are
cBanged into the divine Image, by the Spirit of the
Lowp (2 Cor. iii. 18)—It is true, -this Work is
fometimes afctibed unto the Father. No Man
can come unto me, exceptyt (the Power) were given
unto bim of my Father (Joh. vi.6 5) Anditis
fometimes afcribed unto the Son. 7 by People fball
be willing in the Day of :ky Power (Pfal. cx: 3) And
itis neceflurily true, thate.ch Perfon in the God
head, isthe Author of every Work of God ¢ be-
caufe each Perfon is the fame divine Naturé 3 and
therefore the fame undivided Principle of Ope-
ration. But the Order of Operation among the
diftinét' Perfons of the Trinity, follows the
Order of their Spbfiftence. The Foundation or
. Fountain of all Grace to Mankind, 1s the Love
of God the Father: The meritorious or procur-
ing Caufc of all Grace, is Jcfus Chrift our Sa-
viogg ; and the Application of all fpecial Grace
o aglbouls, is by the Holy Ghoit.— So that when
this Work of Regener atza is afcribed to the
* Father, we muit rememb  that be quickneth us
by bis Spirit. (Rom. viii. 7) When it is afcribed
unto the Son, we muft alfo confider, that he
works this gloious Change, by fendiag the Cari-
Jorter 1o convince of Sin, of Righteoufucfs, and of
. C

71¢d "
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12 The Nature and Neceffity

Sudgnient (Joh. xvi. 7,'8) And that the whole
Work of our Sanctification, whethcr inical in
our Regencration, or progreflive in the Confe-
quences and Fruits of it, is by the Holy Ghoft. |}
Being fanﬁzﬁed by the Holy Ghof (Rom. xv. 16) |
If it be enquired, in what Manner the;Holy
Spirit operates, in procuring this Chamsge ? J |
anfwer, The Manner of his Operations, are like |
his glorious Nature, infinitely above us. Thefe |
Things of God knoweth no Man y but the Spirit of
Gop. But if this be confider’d, with Refpect
to the Influence that his Operatlons have upon
our Minds, the Change is wrought by Illumi-
nation. He jbines into our Hearts, to give the
Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of Gop, in
zbe Face of Jefus Chrifp. 2 Cor. iv. 6. The new
Man is renewed in Knowledge, after the Image of
bim that created him. Col. iil, 10. It 1s with open
Face, bebolding as in a Glafs the Glory of the LorD:
that we are changed into the [ame Image. 2 Cor.
iti, 18.—The §pirit of Gop diffipates the Dark- |
nefs and Stupidity of the Mind, and gives fuch
a lively reallizing and fenfible View of divine §
Things, as proves a Principle of fpiritual Life J.
and Orperation ; and actuates all the Powers and
Facultnes of the Soul unto a Conformity to God j
as I have more partlcuhrly confidered elfewhere.’
The Operations therefore of the dleffed Spirit, in §
our new Creation, are in their Effets upon our’§i
Souls, always fenfible and difcernible ; and al-
ways felt by all that have them ; the” it be with;
‘many, the greateft Dlﬁiculty to diftinguith their,

Quality ; 2 ]
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Quality 5 and to know whether they are, or are
not of a faving Efficacy.

This then is of valt Concernment to every one
of us, that we do experience the Operations of
the bleffed Spirit upon our Hearts : That we
have fuch a feeling Impreflion of our Guilt,
Mifery and Imp0tence, as makes us reject all
Confidence in the Fleth: That we have fuch a
fenfible View of the Excellency and Sufficiency
of Jefus Chrift, as inclines us to reccive him
upon his own T’ erms ; fuch a View of the glo-
rious Perfections ot the divine Nature, as prompts
us to love God above all ; and to truft our Souls
i his merciful Hands ; fuch a Difcovery of the
Beauty of Holinefs, as inclines us to be Holy
‘in all Manner of Converfation and Godlinefs ;
and fuch a lively Apprehenfion of the eternal
World, as makes us look not to the Things which
are jeen and temporal 5 but to the 1bings which are
unfeen and eternal.—However Men may deceive
themfelves with their Reformations and moral
Attainments, ;f they bave not the Spirit of Chrift,.
they are nome of bis.—But of this more partlcularly
under the next Head.

4. I have defcribed Regencmtzon, as being a
new Principle, in all the Powers and Faculties
of the Soul. Thus alfo is the new Creature de-
fcribed in the Scriptures.  Old Things are paffed.-
away 5 bebold all Things are become new. (2 Cor.,
V. 17)=If this were confider’d with Refpect to
L&ch of the intelle©ual Powers, it will be found
that they are all become new, when this Change
is wrought in the Soul. C2 Thus

~h [
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~Thus with Refpedt to the Underfanding, it is
nct only enlarged Ly Regeneration 3 but rengwed.
Whence we read 1 Joh v. 20. Tie Sen of Gop
is come 5 and bath givon us an Underflanding, that
we may kmow bim. lmplying, that we had no |
Underftanding whereby we could know him before.
So likewife we are told, that the Eyes of our Un-
aerfionding  are enlggbterqd that we may know |
what 1. the Fope of his Calling (Eph. 1. 18) |
Without this Illumination, tbe natural Man can-
not receive the Things of the Spirit of Gop 3 for
they are Foolifbnefs uunto bim, neither can be know |
them 5 becaufe they are [pirituclly difcern’d (1 Cor,
1. 14) There is therefore a new and divine Light
fhininyy into the Soul, in Regeneration, enabling |
4s ti zec Things in another Manner, than we |
ever did or could do before ; and giving us a
more fenfible Apprehenfion of God, of Jefus §
Chrift, and of the Conicerns of the eternalWorld }
than we could before attain to, As I have al- |
ready obferved.
"In Confequence of this, the #ill is alfo re- ]
newed, And the Perfon that before faw ne Form §
nor Comelinefs in Clrift, that be fbould defire bim 4
and therefore would not come to bim that be might |
bave Life, has by Regeneration, fuch a Difcovery B
of his own Neceffities and Chrift’s Excellencies, &
as bows his #7ill to the Obedicnce of Chrift, to §
1 hearty Compliance with the Gofpel Offer. - 3
T'he Perfon who before was obﬂmate]y bent upon §
the Gratification of his Lufts and Jdols, who }

leved Strangers 5 and after them would go, has hy
| his §
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his new Birth, fuch a Difcoyery of the Ewvil of
Sin, as makes him renounce his Lufls and Idols
with Abhorrence ;3 and groan after Deliverance
from their remaining Power and Tyranny.  The
Perfon who betore, would venture Soul and
Body, Time and Eternity, rather than maintain
a Life of Religion, anda clofe Walk with God ;
has by this wonderful Change, fuch a Difcovery
of the Pleafantnefls and Peace, that are to be
found in the Ways of Wildom, that he prefers
a Life of Piety and Communion with God, to
all the Profits of the World ; and Pleafures of
Senfe. Thus are we made willing in the Day of
Cbriff’s Power. .

I muft add, the Afestions allo are renewed,
when this Change is wrought in the Soul. They
who are rifen with Chrift, bave their Affections
Jet upon the Things that are above, where Christ
J4fus fits at the right Hand of Goo (Col. iii. 1, 2)

They have new Defires. Tho’ they were betore
for fulfling the Defires of the Flefb, they are now
above all Things defirous of the Favour of God,
of an Intereft in his Son, the Graces of his Spi-
rit; and a continued Progrefs in Faith and Ho-
linefs, until made meet for the final Gratifica-
tion of all their Dufires, in the Emjoyrent of
God for ever. It is the Language of a regene-
rate Soul in Pfal. Ixxiii. 25, Whom bove I in
Heaven but thee s and there is mone upon Earth,
that I defire befides the,

They have new Delights. Tho® they before
delighted in their Luits and Pleafures, Mirth

C 3 - and
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and Vanity, they now delight in the Law of the
Lord, afier the inward Man (Rom. vii. 22)

- They have new Foys. Their temporal Acqui-
fitions are no more the principal Matter of their
Rejoicing 5 but they rejoice in Gov’s Salvation ;
and in the Hope of bis Glory. This is the Subject
of their chiefet Joy, when they find themfelves
in atruly joyful Frame. They rejoice in Chrift
Fefus, without Confidence in the Flefo (Phil. 1ii. 3)

They have new Hopes.  They have renounced
their former vain Confidences; and can no lon-
ger build their Hopes upon the fandy Founda-
tion of their own Righteoufnefs, religious At-
tainmentsy Purpofes or Promifes ; but they now
hope, not from what they do or fuffer for Chrift ;
but from what he has done and fuffered for them,
not from their Proniifes to him ; but from his
Promifes to them. Chrift Fefus is their Hope,
(1 Tim. 1. 1) Chrilt in tbem is tbezr Hope of Glory
(Col. 1. 27)

Treir Appetites are renewed that the cove-
tous Mifer is no longer like the Horfe- leach,
crying, Give, Give, no longer cagerly feckmg |
great Things for lnm!’elf but labourihg to con-
tent himfelf with the thpofa s of Providence, he ‘
is fesking thofe Things which are above, where Chrift
Sitteth on the right Hand of Gop (Col. iil. 1) And
thus the hpxcure is brought to reftain his inor-
dinate Purfuit of fenfual Pleafure, the Drunkard.c
to abhor his Cups ; and the unclean Perfon his
lafcivious Lufts. - For they that are Ciriff’s, bave
crucified the Flefb, with its Affeétions and Lufts ,
Gal v, 247 Their |

L e o —_ S 1




s —— -

o Of REGENERATION. 17

" Their Paffions are likewife renewed. That
they no longer indulge zbe Fruits of ke Flefb,
. which are Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wratlh
and Str ‘e 5 but live in the Exercife of the Fruits
of the Spirit, which are Love, Foy, Peace, Long-
Suffering, Goodnefs and Meekne[s (Gal. v. 20. 21)
The Bent and Biafs of their Thoughts, and
their habitual Courfe of Meditation, is changed
and become #ew. They are no longer carnally .
minded, which is Death i but [pirituclly minded,
which is Life and Peace (Rom. viii: 6)—So great
~ a Change does Regeneration always make, 1n the
whole Soul ! Thele blefled Fruits of this new
» vital Principle, are all of them experienced, in
a greater or lefler Degree, by every one that is
~ born of God. Let no Man theretore delude his
Soul with airy Dreams of a fafe State, until he
 has had fome Experience of this Change, in
every particular Inftance.~What a Pity it 15,
that any of you (hould feed upon Abes, entertain |
- a deluded Hope ; ang at laft be found with @ Lye . |
in your right Hinds '—-What a Pity, that you
who have now fuch glorious Advantages in your
Hands, fhould at laft be thut out of the Kingdom
of Heaven.
5. 1 have defcribed Regeneration, as a new |
Principle, inclining and enabling the Soul to
“the Exercife of Faith in Chrit. And thus likes
..Wife do the Scriptures confider it.  Whofoever
. believeth that Fefus is the Christ, is born of Gov,
He that believeth on the Son of Gov, bath the Wit-
zefs in bimfelf (1 Joh, v. 1. 10) Bus as many as
o ‘ reccived

3
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received bim, to them Yave be Power to become the
Sons of God, even to them that believe on bis Name,
which were born not of Blood, ncr of the Will of }
the Flefb, nor of the Will of Man ; but of Gop |
(Joh. i. 12, 13)—Faith in Chritt is the firft Mo- |
tion, or vital Aét of the new Creasure, the firft
Grace which i1s exercifed in the renewed Soul,
‘Tho' Regeneration be confider’d, as beingin or-
der of Nature previous to Faith; yet in order
of Time, they are always together. The fame
‘Time that the Eyes of the Soul are opened, they
look to Jefus, as the Author of our eternal Sal« |
vation, The fame Time that this new Creature
18 form’d, it lives 3 and ats Faith in the Son of
God. Whence we are faid to be creared in Chrift |
(Eph. ii. 10) i. e. to be immediately united td-
him by Faith, at our mew Creation. Upon this §
Account, the new Birth and Faith in Chrift are
fpoken of in Scripture, as mutually implying
each other,—The givinc Light which thines int6
the Soul in Regeneratior, rotonly gives a feeling
Apprehenfion of our own loft and perithing Con- §
dition : But fuch a ' View of Chrift’s Readinefs §
to fave 5 and his abundant Fulnefs to fupply all
our Wants, as conftrains us to confent to the
Gofpel Offer ; and encourages us to truft all our -
Interefts in his Hands. This Difcovery, brings §
the Soul to a hearty Affent to the Truth of th
Gofpel, a chearful Confent to the Terms of the,
Golpel s and a fteady Reliance upon Chrift, 48
the only Foundation of our Hope.« It brings the
Soul to rective him in all his Offices, as aur
Prophet
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Prophet to teach and guide us by his Council,
as our Prieft to attone for our Offences ; and tq
be our Righteoufnefs before God,. as our King
to fanctify our Souls 3 and to rule and reign in
our Hearts. — It brings the Soul to reccive him,
notwithftanding any Difficulties that may attegs
the chriltian Life s and to fubmitr, not onlyto
wear his Yoak ; but to take up his Crofs and
follow him, — This receiving of Chrift unites us
to him, as the Branch is united to the Vine,
Whence by a vital Union to this Stock, we re-
ceive future Supplies of Life and Nourithment
from him ; and are enabled to live in the Ex.
ercife of all the Graces of the Spirit of God; and
to glorify our heavenly Father, by bringing forth |
much Fruit, By thefe new Supplies received from
Chrifl, the Believer walks by Faith 3 and not by |
Sight (2 Cor. v. %) dnd the Life which be now |
lives in the Fleb, is by the Faith of the Son of Gop |
(Gal. ii, 20.) o | ‘

Thus it appears to be of laft Confequence to
every one, to have this Witnefs in himfelf, that
he is born of God. For without Faith it is im-
pofible to pleafe Gob. (Hcb. xi. 5) He that be- |
lieves not fball be dammned (Mark xvi. 16)—With
what folemn Care and Sollicitude fhould we
then fee to it, that we build our eternal Hope
upon no other Fonndaticn than the Lord Jefus
Chrift, thar we fly for Refuge to this Hope fet
before us, that we heartily comply with the
Offer he makes of himfelf and his faving Benefits;
and are found in bim, not baving on our own

Rigb-,
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 Righteoufuefs which is of the Law 3 but that which
s tbro the Faith of Chrift, the Rngteouﬁzeﬁ wiich
45 of Gop &y Faith. It will be amazing beyond
all Apprehenfion, to be found amcng Unbe-
hevers ia the Day of Chrift ; and thh them to
" be fhut out of the Kingdom of God.

6. I conflider Regeneration as a Principle of
new Obedience to God., And thus likewife doth
“the Scriptures confider it.  He that bath this Hore |
in bim, purifieth bimfelf as be ispure (1Joh. ui. 3) 1§
Wboﬁ)efzzer is born of GOD, doth not commit Sin 3

for bis Seed remaineth in bim 5 and be cannot Sin, §
 becaufe be is born of Gop (verfe 9) —1It is a falfe §
'and groundlefs Calumny, toreprefent this Doc- |
 trine under Confideration, or the Profeflors of
~it, as opening a Door to Licentioufnefs, or ex-. |
couraging Men to Sin, that Grace may abound.. |
The Cafe is quite otherwife. And this Principle.
of which I fpeak, is a continued Source of vital |
‘Prety, a living Fountain of Holinefs both in |
'Heart and Life. He that is born of Gop, hates

‘every falfe Way, maintains a ftrict Watch over
'his Affeftions, Appetites, Paffions, Words and
‘A&ions, cuts off his right Hand and Foot; and
plucks out his right Eye, when they oftend him,
‘maintains no Relerve of fecret and darling Luits ;-
‘but abhors ani re efts them al!;, and groans .
!undcr the Burthen of his remaining Corruptions,;
‘with fuch Lanzuage as that (Rom vii. 24) O}
wretched Man that T am, who fball deliver m""
Jrom the Body of this Death. "
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' He that is truly re, enerate, awatibes at Chrift’s
Gates 5 and waits at the Posts of kis Doors.  He
coniciencioufly endeavours to be found ina fincere
and acceptable Performance of every known Duty;
and to walkin cll the Commandmen:s cnd Opdinances

of the Lord blamelefs. For he bas inclined bis -

Heart to kecp Gow’s Statutes always, cven unlto the
End (Pfal. cxix. 112) |

He that is born ¢/ G, is of a kind, charitable,
for:iving and benciicial Spirit towards his Neigh-
bour; and has a peculiar Love of Complaccncy
to all of whatever Denomination, that appzar to
be the Children of God. By this we know, that
we are pajed from Death to Life, Decaufe we love
the Brethren, He that loveth not bis Brotber, abi-
deth in Deatbh (1 Joh. iii. 14)

He that is éorn again, is a Man of ftricteft
Juftice and Honefty, in all his Dealings, and

‘will by no Temptation, be led into the Prattice . ;

of Violence, or known Fraud and Deceit to-
wards his Neighbour ; knowing that Gop is zbe
Avenger of all fuch (1 Thefl. iv. 0)

He that is born a ain, endeavours to fill up
‘every Relation, with Duty ; and to demean him-
felf in each Station he fuftains, whether facred,
civil, or domeftic ; and in each Circumitance
-of Life, whether fuperior, inferjor, or equal,
‘a3 becomes the excellent Religion by
and the Vocation by which ke is cifed —In a
Word, he berein exercifes bimfilf, tathave always
a Confcience void of Offence toward¥ Gop 5 and
~towards Man (Aéls xxiv, 16)—It i$ true, there

1

; profefles 5.




son e e

22 ‘The Nature and Necgllty

will a great deal of finful Imperfection accom-
pany his highett Artainments 3 but this is his

Grief and 8Burthen. This is what he neither Y.

does, nor can approve and indulge. |

Thefe my Brethren, are the Characters of §
every Child of God ; and they who have them
them not, whatever Pretences they may make
to Religion, whatever Progrefs they may make
in Shews of Devotion, whatever internal Expe-
riences they may pretend to, are yet in a Stafe
of Death ; and Heirs of eternal Deftrution and
Mifery. For whofoever doth not Rightcoufnefs, is
not of GoD 3 nor he that loveth not bis Brother |
1 Joh. iil. 10.—From whence it appears with the
{trongeft Evidence, that without thefe Marks of |
the regenerate State, you cannot fee the Kingdom
- of Gob.

I no w proceed to confider,

I1I. Whence i1t is, that the Change under
Confideration 1s called a new Birth; or a being
born again. ‘To illuftrate this, I (hall briefly take
Notice of a few Particulars wherein the Propriety
of this Mode of fpeaking will evidently appear.

1. It may be called a new Birth, becaufe it brings
a Perfon into 2 new State of Exiftence. As the §
Birth of an Infant brings it into 2 new Wérld ; |
and into a State in every Refpett altogethernew., &
So in the Cafe before us, Regeneration is the §
Renewal of the whole Soul ; and therefore brings §
a Man in all fpiritual Refpeéts, intoa new Kind'; |
or State of Being. On this Acceunt, it iscalled ;|

in Scripture the mew Creature 3 or the new Ma. |
' Not -
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Not that we are to fuppofe, there is hereby
given us any other Powers or bucuiiies of tie
Soul, than wehad before ; but that tiofp Powers
which we had before, are made {piritually new.,
It is not a natural 5 but a moral and {piritu.l new
Birth. He that was hefore in a State of Guilt,
has now by Regencration, bis Heart [prinkled from
an evil Confcience. He that was before.under-the
damning Sentence of the ILaw, fhall now no
thore enter into Condemnation. He that 'was be-
fore a Child of Wrath, is now a¢ Peace with God
and made nigh by the Blood of Christ. He that
“was before altogether Pollution and Defilement,
is now wafbed and faniiificd, in the Name of our
Lord Fefus 5 and by the Spirit of our God. And
in Fine. He that before was of his Father the
Devil, is now a Child of God ; and belongsto
his Houthold and Family. O blefled Chgnge! |
Blefled are they of the Lord, who are the Sub- |
je&ts of it ! This is coming into a new World |
indeed ; and may well be called being born
again, ,
2. It may be called a new Birth, as it brings
a Perfon into a new Capacity for {piritual Action.
As the Birth of a Child gives it the Power to
exercife the proper Funétions of Life ; and en- |
ablex it to breathe, to cry, to eat anddrink, to
move ;and fucce(lively in their Time and Order,
te perform the feveral Operations for which it
wasmade : So this new Birth (as I have already
obferved) gives us a Capacity to exercife the
feveral Graces ; and to perform in a fpiritual
D 3 Manner
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Manner, the feveral Duties of the chrifl an Lnf'c.
Whillt unrenewed, we are no more capable of
the Exercite of (zr.lce, than the Child unlorn is.
of natural Oovcrations,  Without me (lays Cusift)
ye can do nckiig (Joh. xv. 5) But when rege-
nerate and ursed to Chrift, we can a@ from g |
new Principle, from new Motives, in a new,
Manner; and te o new End 3 and are enabled |
b0 walk in Nownefs ¢f Life ( Rf)m vi, 4) Waence
we are faic. o be creaied in Chrift Fejus unto ghod
Works (Fph. 1. 10) Qor Works before could
not plealc God (Hek, xi.6) But now they are|’
accepied fn the Beloved (Epb. 1, 6) Thus then we |
are born again, as weare lneu«rht thra® Sanéli- ¥
Jication of/be Spirity unto Lbedie u? (as 1 Pet.1. 2)
. It is called a new Bi ftb, as 't makes us Heirs
of an etcrnal Inheritance: " As the King’s ¢ldeft
Son, is born an Heir to lm Crown, So as foon
as we are Ghildren, we are Heirs : hez,.s of God s
and joint Heirs with Chiy, (Rom. viti; 49} Thus
are we faid to be begotten (or as it is s the Qri-
ginal, to bc born) agair, to an Inberitant:, ipuor-
ruptible and und: ﬁ/c,a' that Jfadeth not awar ¢ Pet.
i. 3)--O how great is the Dignity, how giorious §
the Privilege and ane, of all ‘that have expe- §
rienced this Change ! Beloved now we ure the Sons
of God 5 and it doth not yet appear what we fhall §
be but se know that when be Jhall appear, we frall §
be like bim 5 for we fball fee bim as be is (1 Joh.iii. 2)
4. This Change may be called a new Birth,
with Refpeét to its inftantaneous Produétion : §
As it is true in every Moment of Time, that ¢4

ChiMd -3
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Child either1s, or is not born.  So it is equally
true, in ¢ver« Momenc of a Man’s Life, that he
s either ina regvnerate 3 or in ad unregenerate
‘Swate.  Whateve, 9, opofition this may meet with
{ in the ‘World, thﬁrc can be no Demoniltration
in Enclid more evidene, than this Truth, Tt is
impoifible but that every Man in the World,
it always, every Moment of his Life, be either*
co- rerted or unconverted, a Believer or an Un-
beh«:—.\ #r, a Child of God, or a Cixild of the Dewvil,
There is ny Medium.,  And one of theie s cer-
tainly at this Inltant, the State and Condicion
of every coe of my Hearers., 2 are not in the
¥ Fleofb s bup i the Spirity if fo e ihat the Spirit of
God dwell inn ;4. But if ye bave not the Spirit of
Cbrtﬂ, ye are sone of his (Rom. viii. 9)
5. It may be cailed the ne<w Birth, with Re-
- {pect to our being «lrogether paflive in its Pm-
duction. As the Lnfeot has no Hand at all, no
Manner of Agency or Lifficiency, in his, owil
Birth, So in tne preicar Cafe, tho® we have a
great deul to do, that we may be found 1n the
. Way, in which we muy hope o have this Change
- wrought in us : Yer the Chacge itfelt 1s God’s
own immediate” Efficicncy, the Difplay of his
almighty Power, in which we can have noattive
- Concurrence. Asin the Creation ¢f the World,
the Creature could have no Hand in giving dun«r
to itfelt . So in Regeneration, we can. have no
“Hand in making ourlelves new Creatures.  This
“demands our mo®t ferious Attention 5 and fhould
have fuch an Influence upon our Mmds, as will

bsmcr
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bring us to the Foot of God’s Sovereign Grace:
For let poor Potiherds of the Earth, contend as
much as they will with their Maker, they will
yet hnd it trae, that 2 is not in bim that willeth,
nor in bim. thot runneth y but in GoJ that /bewetb
Mercy (Rom. ix. 16) '
I am now

IV. To give the Reafons why it is fo, that
the Uir.generate  cannot fee the Kingdom of God.
And I (hall briefly obicrve, that it is{o in an
efpecial Manner, for thefe two Reafons follow-
ing. | o »z
g : Becaufe thefe can have no Righteoufnefs |
to ]u{’ufy them in the Sightof God. They have 3
no Faith in Chrift; and are therefore condemn’d |
already (Joh. iii. 18) And how can they attone
for their innumerable Sins; and expiate the
mountainous Load of Guilt that lies upon their
Souls? How can they procure the Favour of
God; and get into an Eftate of Reconciliationand
Frxendfth with him? Hoew ca they purchafe §
a Title to the eternal Inheritance ? There 1s Sin |
enough cleaves to their beft Duties, to encreafe §
their Debt to divine Jultice ;3 and to widen the §
Breach between God and them. All they can
do, is ther=fore very far trom Purchafing the Fa- -}
vour of God ; .or giving them a Claim to_his
Salvation. There is Nothing can anfwer the Pee |
mands of Juftice, but the perfet Righteoufiafs ‘3
of chus Chrift ; and this they have no IM& g
n; ey have not recexved the Lord:¥eftis" §
Chrift by Faith; and therefore can have no Pam |
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0 become the Sons of God. They confequcntly
remain  (and while unregenerate they muft re-
main) in a State of Enmity to God. And will
God admit his Enemies into his Kingdom ? Nol
fuch as thefe are to expe& that terrible Sen-
tence, from the Mouth of their Judge (Luk.
xix: 247) Thofe mine Enemies, that would not I
Jbould reign over them, bring hitber, and flay them
before me.

2, Becaufe they are utterly unqualified for that
glorious Kingdom. That’s a Kingdom, where
no unclean Thing (ball enter. ' What has a Swine
~from a miry Sty, to do in a Prince’s Palace, ora

" more filthy and polluted Soul in the Palace of the -~

_King of Kings 7~ God is a holy Ged, Heaven
is a holy Place, the Saints and Angels forever
~exercifed there in the moft holy Employments,
. 'There is therefore no Room for unrenewed and
unfantified Souls.— Befides, the Unregenerate
~are altogether uncapable*of the Bleflednefs of
. ‘the heavenly World. There is Nothing there
~to gratify their carnal Defires : Nothing, but
, what is fo contrary to the Dupeﬁttons of their
Souls, that it wouid render ’em miferable if it
. were attainable. We muft therefore all of us be
-‘renewed, and become holy in Heart and Life,
¥f.we would ever be admitted to the Perfetion
. of Holinefs, in the Kingdom of God. For the
cD’eeMe will quickly bring forth. He rthat is
unjufty. let bim be unjuft /hll , and be that is ﬁltby,
fwl.mh hﬁltly Sl (Rcv Xxii, 11) |

ﬁ E " - He
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I now praceed to make fome practical Reflecs
tmns, upon what has been faid.  And
E(; adminifters Matter of Convi&ion and |
of moﬁ: awakening Concern, to much the greateft |
Pa-t of the profefling World, in that it is vifi-
bly and uncf ubtedly true, that there arg bug
few of the numerous Profeffors of Chriftianity, |
that have ever entred into this ftraight Gate
which leads to the Kingdom of God. There
‘are but few among thofe who enjoy the greateft
Privileges, and entertain enlarged Hopes of |
Salvation, that have been born again, and t& oy
wade m.et for an Inberitance with the Saints in |
- Light.  As this is true of the gofpelized World }
eneral, fo may it e prefumed to be alfo true, |
thi Refpect to thofe who are now here beforodil
the Lord And can fuch of you my Brethren, |
enjoy Peace and Sccutu;v, who are yet in fuch a {,
State and Condition, as to be inder the Guile of }
Sin. the Wrath of Gerd, the Tyranny of Satan,
and the Empire of Death and Hell l= 1 have}!
fhewn you the Nature and Neceffity of the mew |
Birth, 1have prov’d the Whole to you from |
that Standard of all Truth the Word of God. 1Y
have not been pleading for a Seét or Party. J |
bave not bandled the Word of Gob dmms |
but have endeavour'd sbe Manifepation..of -4 |
Truth to every Man's Confeience, in_ the Sight Of 1
Gopo. And now I can with Confidence teftifg0 §:
you, that the mew Birth which I have defgr,'? Sad, 1
18 the true Grace of Gop, in which you muft famies |
The Doctrine I kaow is exceering repusn:gza 1'0
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Men's carnal Minds ; and therefore meets with
greatelt Oppofition. But it is the Dotrine of
our Lord Jefus Chrift, a Doétrine which he will
vindicate, when you and T muft ftand before his
Tribunal. Well then dedr Souls ! Confider what
Profpect you have of the heavenly Inheritance. -
You hope to be faved, But have you experi. "
enced the new Birth, as it has been defcribed to |
you ? I fummon your Confciences in the Name
and Fear ot God, to give an impartial An{wer
to this Demand. You have heard the feveral
‘Properties and Characters of this faving Change,
Now then look inte your own Hearts, and fee
if you can find them there. If not, how dread~ |
ful is your State, how exceeding great is the |
h)an r of your being thut out of the Kingdom
of Heaven forever! And can you ftill feep upon
~ the Top of the Maft of a Ship ! Can you fRill cry |
Peace Peace, when [udden Deftruftion is ready to |
 ome upon you, as Travail upon a Woman with
" Child, whence you cannot ¢fcape! Be afionifbed Qe
Heavens, at the Security and Stupidity . of fiich a-
. Generation as this! What meaneft thou O Sléepey,
~ ayife call upon the Lord, if [o be that God will think
‘sipow thee, ‘thar thou perifd not | Awake thou thér
~fleepef 3 and arife from the Dead, that Chrift may
~Muether Light. (Eph. v: 14) o
+ &, This thews us the dreadful Mifchief of bes
“Ying mifguided by a decenful Mihiftvy 5 and
1 thereby obtaining Hopes of Heaven, without
- this faving Change, which is (by the Verdict of
. our Lord himfelf) of laft Neceflity to all, that
E 3 ‘would -
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would ever attain to that bleffed Inheritance.
The laft persllous Times are come, wherein many
falfe Propbets are gone out into the World.—W hat
Oppofition does the faithful Preaching of this
moft important Doétrine meet with, even from -
thofe who by the moft facred Bonds, are fet for
the Detence of it. 'What Danger appears before
us from' our formal Laodiceans, who we.ld quiet
Men’s Confciences with a mere Form of (od-
linefs, withov- the Power. And fome of thefe
would even put poor fleepy Sinners into a vain
Dream of their having already received a bapti/-
mal Regeneration y and thence encourgge their
Hopes of a fafe State, merely from their Mo-
rality, or (as it is exprefled by a late Author)
from their being upon the 1mprov‘ng'Hand, in,
gaining Ground of their Vices and Paffions;
And thus, the Neceflity of the converting and
the renewing Influences of the bleffed,Spirit ;
and of a vital Union to Chrift by Faith, begins
to be left out of our Creed; and Sinners are
flattered with an Imagination of Safety, without
experiencing either the one or the other. But |
with Refpett to fuch Teachers as thefe, I muft
warn you in the Apoftle’s Language (2 Tim.
ill. §) From fuch turn away. |
Beware of any Preachers or Books, that afcnbe
any Sufficiency to yourfelves ; or that would
leflen your Apprehenfions of your loft; updone, -
.guilty, perifhing, impotent, and hel plefs Scaze
by Nature. — For you are & Nature Cbtldm of
Wrath (Eph.ii.3) You aie ¢/l under Sin (Rom! ugg
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and all without Strength (Rom. v. 6) And you
mutt bumble yourfelves under a deep Senfe of this,
if you would be exalted (Luk. xvill. 14)

Beware of any Teachers that would leflen your
Apprehenfions of the Freenefs and Sovereignty
of the divine Grace. For God is abfolutely
Sovereign, in the Donation of his own Favours ;
And if he beftows fpecial Grace upon any, it 1s
eved becaufe it [o feemed good in bis Sight (Mat.
xi, 26) - And you muft come to a feeling Sente
that you lye at Mercy, before you have this great .
Change wrought in you.

Beware of thofe Teachers, that {peak againft,
and efp:cially thofe that ridicule and banter
cxperimental Religion. For the Change I am

«*reating of, js a fenfible Change (as I have ob-

- %erv’d before) and :he Operations of the Spirit
of God are fenfible Operations. And you muit
therefqQre never content yourfelves (left you de-
lude your Souls with a vain Hope) unt:! you have
fenfible Difcoveries of Chrift’s Snfnciency 3 and |
of your hearty Compliance with the Gofpel Ofter,
until you experience the Fruits of the bleffed
Spirit in your Heart and Life 5 and until your
Experience begetieto Hope (Rom. v. 4) and you
thereby know that be abideth in you, by the Spirit
which be bath giv.n you (1 Joh, iit. 24)—It1s
from Compaffion to your precious Souls, that I
give you Warning of thefe Things ; and teftify

- to you, that (let Men fay what they will) your
eternal Interetls are immediately concern’d. And

~ this you muft be conving’d of firft or laft.

You
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You may perbaps obje&, that you are preju-
diced againft thefe Doctrines, by fome Pres
tenders to ’em, who feem to place their Religion
in certain Degrees of Heat and Flame, in ima-

inpry Impulfes, Raptures, and Extafies, who
%cem to think kighly of themfelves ; and .o defpife
cthers 3 and who are in the Practice of fuch a
cenforious Judging of others, as is directly re-
pugnant to the Rules of the Gofpel,

I with there were no Grounds for this Com<
plaint. - It muft be acknowledged and lamented,
that there has been too much ot this Kind among
us, that has given an Occafion 1o the Adver-
faries of fpecial Grace to triumph. It feems
very much owing to this, that inftead of the
joyful Tidings whick. we have lately had, of.
many enguiriny the Way to Zion, with their Facos
thitberwards 5 our, Souls are now exceedingly filled
with the Scorning of thofe that are at Eaje ; and
with the Contempt of the Proud. _ But is this a
reafonable Objeétion againft the Do&rines you
have heard? Will you rejeét the Doétrines, be-
caufe Men have abufed them ? Becanfe fome
influenced by a warm Imagination, lLave run
into one Extream, will you run into the other,
to your eterna] Perdition ?—1 befeech you Brethren,
that you ben’t foon fbaken in Mind or troubled, by
any Attempts of the little Foxes that [poil the Vines.
Let no Man beguile you of your Reward, neitber by
frusircting tbe Grace of Gopo, as if Righteoufnefs
came by the Law ; and fo Chrift is dead in vasn :
Nor by intruding into thofe Things which they bave

nob
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pot feem, bein: vainly puff’a up in their flefbly
de

mcm: to thofe, who have experienced this great
Change ; and have by the Power of divine Grace,

are the Perfons who-fhall fee tbe Kingdom of Gop.
What Reafon have they therefore, to live to the
Praife of the Glory of bis Grace, wbereby they are
accepted in the Beloved. You know my dear
Brethren, that there has a great Change paffed
upon your Souls ; and you can’t but acknow-
ledge, that you have had fome Experience of all
thofe Charatters of a regenerate State, which
you have hieard the Defcription of 5 tho® perhaps
you may yet meet with Difficultics in your Way,
that make you doubt your State, and walk in
Darknefs.

You may be furprized with a Review, of the
Greatnefs and Aggravations of your paﬁ Sins.
But have you riot fincerely mourned for *em all 5
and renounced them without Referve? Can’t you
truly fay, that they are the Matter of your greateﬁ:
‘Abhorrence 3 and that vou would not commit
them again for all the World? Don’t you long
and groan after a Deliverance trom Sio Do
then that Honour to the Redeemer’s Blood, as
to depend upon it for Clcmﬁng from all your
§ Sins. Do that Honour to God’s infinite Grace,
Fa to depend upon it, that where your Sins hove
,mbolmded bis Grace fhall abound much mgre (1 Joh,
1. 7) Rom V. 20)

: You

. Here is Matter of Comfort and Encourage- |

been renewed in the Spirit of their Minds. 'Thefe
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You may be afraid, whether you have faving
Interet in Chrit. But have you not felt your
loft perithing Condition? Have you not earneftly
defired an Intercft in Chrift ¢ Have you not
fcen, thatthereisSafety in him and no where elfe?
Have you not rejeled every other Confidence ;
and endeavour’d to commit your Souls to him ?
Truft then with Chearfulnefs and Courage, to
his gracious Promife, that he will in no Wife caft
yeu out.  Clear up your Doubts, by a prefent
Confent to the Gofpel Offer ;3 and a fteady De.
pendance upon him for Salvation.  For bis Grace
15 fufficient for you 2 Cor. Xii. 9)

You may be furprized with your remaining
diffallowed Cerruptions and Impegfections. But
are not thefe your greateft Burthen, whar you
watch, ftrive and pray againft ? Let them then
humble, but not difcourage you: For you have {
an Auvocate with the Fatber Fefus Chrift the Ri; b-
teous (1 Joh, ii. 1) ,

You may be greatly difcouraged with the
Deadnefs, Formality and Deftraétion, that you
jometimes find in your Duties, Fut don’t you
alio fometimes find the Comforts of Communion
with God, earncflly defire and endeavour it,
when you can’t obtain it; and groan under the
Burthen of your Formality and Hypocrify, when
vou cannot help them: Remember then, that
your Duties a3 well as your Souls, are wathed.in
precious Blood 5 and being offered upon the
yolden dl:ar, they will come up as Tucenfe befors
lor (Kev, viii, 3, 4) s

Be |




Of REGENERATION. .35

Be animated by all your Difficulties, to greater
Diligence, in making your Calling and Eleciion fure.
Give Glory to God for the Graces of his Spirtt.
which you have experienced.  Let your Expe-
rience keep up your Hope « and confider it as
the Pledge and Earneft of your furure Iuhe-
ritance,

4. I conclude with a Word of Fxhortation to
every one, to make 1t their grear Care and Bu-
finels, notto fuil of the Grace of God, left to their
unfpeakable Confution, they at Luft fall fhort of
his Kingdom and Glory.-~What Arguments can
I ufe to prefs this momentous Concern upon
you ? You have heard that you muft experience
this Change, or incvitably perith. And can
vou be fearlels and carelefs under fuch a dreadful
Profpect # Can you be conten.ed to be fhut out
of the Kingdom of Heaven at laft?# Can you be
contented to have_ all the Means of Grace you
enjoy 3 and all your Opportunities to make your
Peace with God, prove an Addition to your
Guilt and future Mifery ? Can you be contented
to fee your Neighbours and Acquaintance, who
have liv’d under the fame Advantages and Means
of Grace wit: you, fit dowws wite Abraham,
Ifaac and Jacch in the Kingdom of Goo 3 and
you yourfelves fout cut 2 Cun you be contented.
ro have the neatcit and deareft godly Friends you
 have in the Worid, glority God’s Juftice in your
-eternal Ruin, while you are weltring in the un-
quenchable Flar.o 3 Can you be contented to .
Iofe the blefled Socicty of the giorious God, of

o F the




35— YFe INatare and INecellity

the Lord Jefus Chrift, of the holy Angels ; and
of glorified Saints, for the execrable Compm'
of the Dewvil and his Angels ? — (,wg/‘der thefe
Things, ye, that forget u()l) Teaft be tear you in
Picces, when there will be none to deliver. ~Well |
my poor unresenerate Friends, what Conclufion
will you come to ? Muft I after all 1 can fay,
find you at the Jeft Hard of Chrift ai laft 2
I would fain hope, that I may prevail with fome
of you to come to a prefent Refolution, to fly
for Refzfge to the Hope [ before you.
- Let mc then entreat you, to realize your
Mifery and Danger. Sctapart fonre Time every
Day to meditate upon the vaft Number and
‘ Agorav"ztions of your Sins, the dreag ful Weight
of your Guilt, the terrible Wrath of an angry
God which hanf“s over your-Heads ; and the
AMazIng, Etumty which you a‘c haltning into.
Meditate thefe Things, il they excite in you a
ferious, earneft, and lafting Enquiry after an
Efcape from the Wrath to come: For indeed
g)or Souls, it is a fearful Thing to fall into the
ands of the living God (Heb, x. 31)
 Let me entreat yQu to give up your falfedope;
You bope to be faved ; but how many are there
+ that cither know no Reafon of theit Hgpe, or
elfe build their Expeations upon the {andy
Foundation of their own Righteoufnefs. Buf
why will you hold faft that Hupe, which muft y
end in eternal Defpair, if it be a lictle longer -
entertained: =T Iurc, is no Hope wili ftand &y
you, but what i$ built upon the Merits of Jefus
' C H‘!ﬂ.‘ ?,
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Chrift ; and the infinite Kxches of God’s free
Grace and Love. And you have ng Claim to
this Hope, without an Intereft in Chrxﬁ: by Faith,
and Accefs to the Grace of God thro’ him. For
it is Chrift in you, that is your Hope of Gloiy. Cols
i: 27, Andyou muft thro’ the Spirit, wait for the
Hopee of Righteoufnefs by Faith. Gal, v. 5.

Let me neverthele(s entreut you to ftrive in
‘earneﬁ, in the Ufe of all Means; and not to
give Way to defponding and defpairing Ap-
prehcnﬁons of your Cafe. . There is yet Hope
in‘Ifrael concerning this Thing. I am not ad-
vilmg you to give up all Hope ot Salvation;
when directing you to renounce, your falfe Hope 3
but only to quit your Expectations of Salvation
in your prefent State ; and from your own
- Attainments. Defpair would be the greateft
Difhonour to God ; and Ruin to yourown Souls,
that you can be chargeable with, Take Encout-
agement therefore, to exzrcife the moft earneft;
active and vigorous Application, to the Throne
“of Grace,, in all the appointed Means of Life.
‘For be that ploweth, ney p!o‘v in Hope, You
have as much Fncouragement to hope é))r Mercy,
- in fuch a Way of Duty, as any unconverted
Man in the World ever had. None of thefe
ever. had any other Refuge to fly to, but the |
. free Grace of God in Chrift ; . and that Door
ftands 0pen for you alfo. Strive therefore 2o
enter in,  Jor God bath not [aid to the Seed of
Jacob, feek ye me in vain (Ifa. xlv. 19)

E f:y F 2 Lc‘?
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Let me entreat yougto be earneft with God,
Yor the fpecial Inﬂuerizes of his bleffed Spirit
Cry carneftly and conftantly to God, that he
would fulfil the good Pleafure of his Goodnefs
in your Souls, You can’t procure a faving
Chapge in yourfelves 5 and it is in vain to at-
tempt it in your own Strength. Be therefore
- importunate with God, that he will guickes yox

by bis Spirit dwelling inyou (as Rom., viii. 11)
- To conclude. Look to1t, that youdon’t take
~ up your Reit, fhortof a fenfible Experience of
. the divine Life in your Souls. Don’t content
yourfelves, till you teel the Aétings of Faith in
Jefus Chrift, a hatred of Sin, a Love tq God and
Godlinefs, a Life of {piritual Mindednefs 3 and
' the - Comforts of Communion and Fellowfhip
with God: Don’t reft till you have lively Views
of the eternal World ; and an aétive Engage-
ment of Soul in the Purfuit of it. Don’t reft
“until you get more and more Victory over your
Corruptions ; and more and more Delight and
Enlargement in your fpiritual Courfe; "ihus
laying afide every Weight, and the Sin which dith [§
eafily be befet you, rn with Patience the Race that
is fet before you, looking unto Fefus, the Author oxd
; finifber of your Faith,—To bim b¢ Glory and Do-
swinion for ever. Amen,

*@?ﬁ’«ﬁg@ 'RgmAkKS,
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REMARKS

On a Difcourfe of Dr, Waserland’s,

entitled, Regeneration flated and ex'plam’d
according to Scripture and dntiquity,

»

?1

A'VIN 5 in the preceeding Sermon, fometh’ 7

H 5 diftin@ly confiler’d the Nature and Neceffity of
2, Regeneranon, there will be no Occafion to m
“ e particula; Notice of all that's exceptionable in. Pr.
Wateriand’s Difcourfe upon that Subject.  I.fhall therefore
endeavour no more, than briefly to fhew in the General, . that
the Fourdation upoa which he builds his Hypathefis is falfc and
deceitful ; that his Do&rines are erroneous and dangerous, and
his Arguments weak and inconclufive.  For this is fufficient to
refcue thofe from the perillous Delufion, who have 3 juft Value
for their imimortal Sculs, without making any fpecial Remarks,
upon many particular Errors, {irongly aflerted, without any
other Evidence, than the great Name and Charzéier of the
Authoy,

Tie Dilcourfe I am confidering, 15 the €ubftance of two
Sermons, preached frem Uit dit. g0 Noz by $ovks of Righe,
teoufucfy avbich e have done 5 bnt accorciec to bis ]'wezcj Fe
Javed us, by the Walling of Pegcucration, and t'e Roneaving
of the Holy Ghof,

The Or. interprets the Wofhing (or Laver) of Regeneration
in apis Text, of Water Baptifin, as (be tells'us) the Anticats
alu s did 3 aud the Rules of true Criticifin require (p'zg )

and underftands ¢4is latter Part of the Loty to bo nearly parallel
. te

R ————
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to thele Words of our Lord, excep’ a Man be born of W. ater and
the Spirit  he cannot enter into tBe Kinydom of God. (p. 4)

In confidering this Cafe, I fhall firft give my Reafons, why**
I can’t underftand either of thefe Texts of a baptilmal Regene-
ration , and then proceed to thew, that if they are to be under-
ftcod as referring to Water Baptifm, they will prave no Foun-
dation for the Dorines, Dr. Waterland pretends to build upon
them.

To begin with that in Tit. iii. §. Why may not the Waid-
ing of Regeneration, be here underftood ot the firft Converfion
of a Sinner, whereby he is (as it were in a Laver) cleanfed from
~the former Pollunon and Defilement of his Sins ; and the Re-
newing of the Holy Ghofl, be underftood of a progrefiive Santi-
fication ; or eife the latter Claufe be confider’d as exegetical of
the tormcr, fhewing us, that the Wajhing of Regeneration, is by
the Pemerumg of the Huly Ghoi 2 The Dr. tells us that 2he Rules
of true Critics/m regurre, that it fhould be otherwife  underftoed.
But certain ic is, that the Rules of true Criticifm do not require

. that numerous Flaces of Scripture, Loth in the old Teftament
and the New, parallel to the Words before us, fhould be under-
food ih the Senfe he pleads for : But on the Contrary make it
neceflary, that they muft be underfiood in the View which I
now propofe. T'o exempiify this. That Text in Ezek. xxxvi.
25, 26, 27. mult neceflarily be underftood, according to my
Interpretation of the Words under (,onﬁaeratlon ; and cannot
By cny rational and modeit Conftru&tion, be forc’d into the Dr’s
§cheme.  Then swill 1 fprinkle clean Water upon you 3 and make
You clean fiom all your Filthinef; ; and Srom all your ldefs will 1
clanfe you. A new Heart alio will I give you 5 and a new
Spirit avill I put «within you. A’ﬂd I will take away the flory
Heart out of your Flyb 5 and I andll gicve you an Heart of Flob.
And I ewill put my Spirit awithin you ; and caufe you to walk in
my Statutes 5 and keep my Judgmenis and do them.—]n thefe
Words it is plainly vifible, that by jprinkling aith clean Water,
muit be underflood the firft Lhange made by Converfion and
Regeneration; that Change by which a new Heart is girven,
and a new Spirie put within the happy Recipients of it; and
the flony Heart taken out of their Flyb; and a Heart of Fleth
given thews, 'Thisthen, 18 be Walbing of Regeneration.  And

————
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is not God’s putting bis Spirit avithin them ; and canfing them to
noclk in bis Statutes, and ketp Fis Fudements and ao them, a
progreflive Work of Sanctification ; or the Renewing of the Hol
Ghafl ?—1 can’t fec any Aprearance of Reafon, wihy titofe
Wo-ds in ‘11t ii. 5. mayn't be mtupr«.tcd as thefe fo appa-
rently para'lel to e, muft be interpreted.—1f indced this
were the only Place in Seripture, were Wafking with Water 3
and the Rencaving of the Holy Gloff, were to be undertood in
the Senfe I plead for, the Cafe were more difpurable ; but a
diflin& View of this Matter will plainly fhew us, that the like
thfno!fmv has this conftaut and invariable Meaning, through-
out the Bible. Thus for Inftance in Ifa. xliv. 3. 1 awill poir
Water upon him that is thisfly, and Floods upon the dvy Ground.
I il po'tr my Spirit zzgm thy Seed, and my Bileffing upon tbing
Ofspring.  Ma, lii. 15. 8o fball ke fprinkle many I\raham
Pial. 1. 7 10. Walh me, and I Hall be awhiter than the Snov:.
Create in me a clean Heart O God, and revevs a right Spirit
auvithin me. Joh. xiii..8. If 1 aalb thee not, thow hafl no Part
avith me. 1 Cor. vi. 11. But ye are walbed, but ye qre famiified,
but ye ave juflified in the Name of the Lord Fefus, wng by the
Spivit of eur God. Heb. x. 22. Having wur Hearty. [rinked
from an evil Confcience, and our Bedies wafbed with gure Hager.
Many other Texts to the fame Purpofe, might be cned bnt it |
i need cfs to enlarge.

If it be enquired, why this Metaphor of fprmklmi’m wafhmg
with Water is fo conftantly ufed, tc reprefent qur Regemeration,
or thut new Principle, whereby we are brought to the Exercife
of Faith in Chrift, and to a Life of Holinefs. I anfwer,
s fuch a lively Refemblance, between the Waﬂnng away ofF’
" external Defilement with Water, ard the Purifying our Hearis
from internal Pollution, by ! Faith in the Blood of Chrift, as
renders this Way of fpeang moft pertinent, plain and familiar.
And accordingly, the Apoftle in the ninth Chapter to the He-
brews, particularly fhews us, that all the legal j’unﬁcauom |
among the Jews, were Types and Prefigurations gf the Blood
of Chrift, by which (when received by Faith) owr G uggc; are
 purged from. dead Wirks to ferve the living Godged:8

Another Reafon why 1 cannot undzrltan i Dr ¥ Text,
in the Senfe which he pleads for, is becaufe Rejwrcration or the

L2
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neww Birth, is fo very often fpoken of in Scripture, without any
Referrence to Water- Baptifm 3 2nd confequently ought in like |
Wnner to be underftood, in the Words before us. Thus |
Joh. i 13, Which ucere born, wor of Dbsod, mor of the Will of
? the Fleh, nor of the Wijl of Man, lut of God, Gal. iv. 29.
But as then, le that wing oy after the Fleth, perfecuted bim
that acas born after the Spirit. even fo it is mow. 1 Pet. 1. 2 3.
Being born a uin, not of corrptible Seed ; but of incorruptible, by
the W, ordof God, avbich liveth and abideth Sorever. 1 Joh. ii. Q-
Whofrever 1s born of God,  duth got commit Sin.  For his Secd |
roraveth in bim i and le cannat Sin, becaufe be is born of Gad.
I o v.ogq, 13 Fo whatlrever is horn of God, overcometh the
old. —We tnrzv tha whofoever is born of God, finneth not, .
In all which Texts, where the neww Birth is exprcily mention’d,
there is not the leaft Appearance of any Reference to Water
Baptifm.  And this will further appear to be the 'Cafe, if we
take Notice of feveral Paflages of Scripture, where the fame 1

N

Thing is qukcn of in different Terms. For Inftance, to be

begotteniof Qod, gives us the very fame Idea with Regeneration,
- orthe g Birth; and is not ouly ufed in the very fame Senfe,
. bu I8 2 very fame Word in the Original, wherever it occurs.-
1 Joh. ‘!fé We knowo, that avhofoever is born of Gad, finneth _§
not ;- but be thar is begotten of God, keepeth bimfelf, and that
wicked Qne toucheth him not. 1 Pet. 1. 3. Hath begotten us again,
10 a lio¥ly Hope. Jam. 1. 18. OF bis own Pf’zgll begat be us,
with thyWo d of Trath. 1 Joh. v. 1. Whofoecvsr believeth that
fe/us is the Chrift, is born of God: And every one that loveth
M hat begat, Lveth bim thar iy begotten of him.—Jt muft alfo
" allow’d, that thole 'Texts of Scripture which fpéak of our -

being created amw, or becoming new Creatures, or new Men, §
mult fignify,the very fame Thing, with being born:again, or
bors of God, fince both the one and the other, are Metaphors
. ufed to the f:nie Purpofe, with 2 Defign to reprefent our being
brought ingg a new State, as then (in a fpiritual Senfe) begin-  §

vIg W cxpg, or to have Life. And if all fuch Paflages of
, Scriptgpe § e 8i :

e Qutindtly confider’d, not one of them will be - i
caBBCor. v. 17. Ifany Man be in Clrift be is a

Bleat Reference to Baptifn. To exemplify

new Creature; old T bixgs are paffed away, belold all Thinos are ) :
c becom: R
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“become new.  Gal, vi. 18, For in Chrifl Fefus, meither Cip-
cumcifion availeth ary Thing 5 nor Uncircuncifion : but tle neav
Creature. Eph. i. 168. For we are bis Workman/bip, createdin
Chrifp Fefus, unto good Works. Col. il 10. And have put on
the new-Man, avkich is rewcaved in Knoavledoe, after the Image
of bim that created bim. |
~ Naw upon this View of the Cafe, what Mauner of Reafon
cin be afligned, why the Wafbing of Regeneration, mutt fignify
Baptifm ® Muft it be fo, becanfe the Word Waihing or Lawer,
muft be literally underftood and neceflarily carries the Idea of
Water in it} We find, by many Inftances of the like Ufe of
tle fame Way of Speaking in Scripture, that this Conclufion
can by no Mcans be juftificd. This Expreflien therefore, muft
not be taken in a literal, put in a metaphorical and {piritual
Senfe. —Muft it be fo, becaufe the Nature of the Thing dues
fuppoflc and require this Interpretation ? This Suppofal alfo,
appears to have no Foundation, as has been fully and clearly
exemplified «_If therefore it be a good Rule, to interpret Scrip-
ture by Scripture ; if we are ordinarily to find out the Meaning
of a particular ‘Text of Scripture, by the conftant aud inva-
riable Jfe of the fame Manner of Diction, in other Parts of
the Bible ; this Notion of a bag!ifinal Regencratiss, has no
Foundation at all in the Word of God. | |
'f we fhould proceed to compare the Charaltets of the new
Birth. in thofe Scriptare Pafliges which 1 have cited, with
Dr. Watcrland's Account of ir, we fhall find ftill further
YHvidence, of his Milinterpretation of the ‘I'ext in Quefion,
For Initance. U
" Yo be bornef God, in the Scripture Aceount of .t, im;ﬂie{
that vital Principle, whereby we are enabled to believe in
Jelus Chyifk, « Wiofoever belicwcth that Tefus is the Chrift is
born of God. .t Joh. v. 1. but in Dr. Waterland's Account of
it. A Wan may be regenerat. ', avho receices Baptifm (like
Simon Magus ﬁll;faﬁ’) in typocrify or Impenitency ; when Par-
don and Grace, and all Gojpel Privileges, arc conditionally mads-
over to them, tho' met allually applied. by Reafon of their Difgua-
Mifications.(from p. 27 to p. 30)—That is in plain Terms, Le
.may be regenerated, without any actual Application of any of
»the faving Graces of the Spirit of God.  And on the other
e ) G Hand.

g
)

p-
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Hand. Faith in Jefus ChriR, is (according to him) fo far from
being an Evidence of Regeneration, that a Man may have
Faith in Chrift, before he is born of God. Prewenting Grace
(fags he) muj? go before, to auork in the Man Faith and Repent-
ance, which are Qualifications previous to Baptifm, Thefe he.
calls the fir} and lwef Degrees of Removatiom. (p. 13) He
again tells us, thatan Adult, coming to Baptifm fitly prepar'd by
Faith and Repentance 5 and afteravards perfervering to the End,
---He is not yet (before Baptilm) buried with Chrit into Deatb,
nor planted in the Likenefs of bis Refurreition s nor indeed cloathed
avith the baptifmal Garment 3 and therefore in Rricinefs, be is
not @ Member of Chrif, nor a Child of God. (p. 20. 22)

In the fcripture Account of Regenerution, awbofever is born
of God, doth not commit Sin 3 for bis Seed remaineth in him, and
be cinnot Sin, becaufe ke is borm of God. He keepeth bimfelf,
and that wicked One toucheth bim not. 1 Joh. iii, ¢, 18. Butin
the Dr’s Account, a Man that is regenerated, may be fo far
from having the Seed of God REM AIN in him, 2ud from
keeping himfelf that the wicked One fhall not touch him, that|
he may Rewolt from God, either for a Time, or for sver (p. 12.):

In the fcripture Account of Regenmeration, it is wrought in
the Soul by the Word of God, as the ordinary Means, by
which we are brought into the new Life. Of bis onon Will
begat be us, by the Word of Truth, Jam 1. 18. Being born
again, not of corruptible Seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word
of God. 1 Pet. i. 23. But in the Di's Account of it, the Holy
Spirit, in and by the Ule of Water Baptifmy caufes the new
Birth (p. 3) v

Mor(e’:wer from the fcripture Account of this Change, the
happy Partaker of it, lives a Life of Holiuefs and new Obes
dience. He finneth not, He overcometh the Wor {8 Hs lives
in the Love of God and his Brethren. O/d Things are paffed
away, and all Things are become mw,  He is created in Chrift
Fefus unto good Wor ks, which God bath before ogdaincd, that be
tould walk in them , as appears from t¥ ‘I'exts before
cited. Bulon the Contrary, the Dr. fuppofeth, that tle Rege-
nerate may finally fall from Grace (p. 18 in the Margin) And
¢hat fuch as have been favingly rcgencrated may fa// away
by Dejertion and Difobedience 5 and that a Perfom once favingy

ragensrated,
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il rigenerated, may afterards lofi all the ﬁzﬁcmry Ufe of'it (p. 26)
il And that thofe may be regenerated avbo reccive Baptifm (like
B Simon Magus fuppofe) in fam/)‘v and Impeniteny (p. 27)
‘B The Reader is now to judge, which of thefe two Reprefen-
5 .ations of the Cafe is right, and to chufe which of them he will
believe. Whether the Scripture Account, which declares all
‘| Believers in Chrift o be dorm of God, or the Dr's Account of
this Matter. who {uppofeth a Man may be born of God without
Faith in Chrit ; and that a Man may have Faith and Re-
\ pentance, before he is borw again; the Scripture Account,
4 which reprefents Receneration as an abiding Principle, or the
| Dr's, which fuppofeo the regenerate may revolt from God,
- either for & Time, or for ever. He may chufe, whether
| he will believe the Scnpture Reprefentation, that the Waord of
4 God is the ordmary Meuns of Regeneration, or the Dr's Sup-
| pofal, that this is wrought by Baprifm otly: the Scripture
+§, Reprefentation, that the Regenerate are a holy People, or the
- Dr's Suppofal, that they may be Apoltates, Hypocrites, and
[ l!m nitent, He muft judge whether this be not {ufficient Evi-
ol dence, that the Dr. knew mot aubat be faid, mor avheresf be
[ affrmed, that he has luid his Foundation upon the Sand, and
.J, that his Superftru&ture mauft neceflirily fink with it.
Upon the Whole then, we may fafely conclude, that the
| ”’a/bmg of Regeneration in the Di's Text, does not, cannot
g, fignify Baptifm s becaule wherever the like Methods of fpeak-
§ ing are found in Scripture, they neceffarily have a quite different
.3 Meanmg. becaule Regeneration is fo often mention’d in Scrip-
; ture, without the leat Reference to WWater Baptifin 3 and be-
| caufe the Charallers which the Scripture gives ;s and thofe
{ which the Dr. gives of the new Birsb, are direétly oppofite
§ aod inconfiftent.
4  8ince I wrote this, Ihappen’d occaﬁonally to meet with Dr.
B Diddridgls excellent Sermons on' Regeneration, and finding there
s Paragraph moft oppofite to the prefent Purpofe, I could not
F forbear mnfcnbtﬂ “ Now f have fhewn you (fays he)
k\¢ from & Variety of Scnpturcq under the former Heads, thac
A ¢ every one whom the facred Oracles reprefent as born of God,
/AW receiveth Chritt, overcometh the World, and finneth not.
442 But it is too plain, that the{é Charaters do not agree to Every
g 2 % one




+6 Tt: D:ftrine of Rrgeneration,

“ one that is Lzptized, and confequently it evidently follows, that
4 every one that is baptized is not of Courle born of GGod or repe-
“ nerate ; and therefore that Bap!ifm s not Ccriprure Regeneration.
¢ [ think . mathemtical Dementiration pluper or more cor.”
*"tain, tha 1 this Conclufion, And theiefore, whatever great and
*¢ ancient Names may l'v urged, on tiie other Side of the Quef-
“ <op, ) hall reQl the Matter here, without leading you into
“ the Niceties of a Controverly, fo exfily decided.”

Inow proceed to confider, whether our blefled Lord {peaks *

of & vaptiimal Reg:ucration, in Joh. 3. ¢..—And here it muit
be siemifed, that all the Reafons already afligned, why the
other Text cannot be underiiood in this Senfe, are equally con-
- clufive in the prefent Cafe.  All the Scriptures which I have
cited, do a8 diretly ierve to iiluitrate the Meaning of this, as
of theother Text. And ail thic Scriptuie Charadters of the
wew Birth, are as applicable here, w5 they be there. To be
born of Water, and of"the Spivit, is the fame Thing, with ke,
Wafbing of Regeneration, and Renewing of the Holy Ghoft ; and
as I have mude it appear, that the lier does net fignify a
baptifmal Regeneratin: ; it thence ailo appears, that the former
can have no fuch Signification. I {lall however confider fome
further Reafons, why being born of Water andthe Spirit, can-
not be underficed in the Senfe the Dr. contends for. |
‘1. If being born vath Water in this Text fignifies Baptifm,
then thete are none in any Cale whatloever, whe dye unbzp-
tized, that {hall ever obtain Salvation, 'The Exclufion of all |
wio arc notbarr of Water, and of the Spirst, is peremptory, |
and without any Liiitation,  Our Lord ftrongly aflerts, that
t.ele camot enter ints the Kingdom of God, And now wil}
any of the Dr’s Admirers venture tc teach, that 21l Infants who
dye in the Woumb, at the Birth, or at any Time before there be
Opportunity to obtain the Ordinance of Baptifm for them, will
bi cternally fhut out of the Kingdom of Heaven ¢ Wil they
venitic 1o teach that fuch Adults, as are truly peaitent for their
Sins, and true Beiieversin the Lord Jefus Chyift, fuall eternally §
purilh, for being providentially deprived of the Oppostunity of
beingbaptized 2 Will they venture to teach, that ¢very unbap- |
tized P'ecfon whailoever, under whatever Difadvantages of
H Iucation, in whatever Place of Abode Prouvidence has fixed his
kisbiziion, how impeflible focver it may be for him to obtaik
| tha
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this Ordinance, fhall not, notwithftanding the Sincerity of hiS
Rep ntunce towards God, and Faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift ;
atd notwithftanding his holy and heavenly Converfation, and
he.rty defire cf Baptifm, be eternally fhat out of the Prefence
of God = Aud yet this cruel and uncharitable Doétrine, isthe
peccilury Confequence of their Interpreiation of this Text.
But blefled b2 Gol, thefe are not the Doétrines of our Lord
Jelus Chrift.  He teaches us indeed, that be t/a¢ believeth and
is baptized, fball be faved. Mark xvi. 16. But the negative
Part of that Propofitton is limited to the Unbeliever only, IHe
that believes not, fhall be damned. Tho’ he makes no Promife
of Sulvation to the Defpifer, or wilful Neglecter of this Ordi-
nance , Yyet he does not derounce Damnation, to al! who are
neceflarily deprived of this precious Privilege.~ And accordingly
the Apoftle Peter inftruéls us, that itis not the putting away the
Filth of the Fleds, by the Water of Baptifm that faveth, 1 Pet.
ii. 2t. Itcannot therefore be the Want of this, without Con-
tempt or Negle€t, that will damn us.—From thefe Confide- '
rations, we may then fafely and certainly conclude, that the
Text does not fpeak of a baptijmal Regeneration; the Confe- .
quence of fuch an Interpretation being too frightful and un- |
mercifal, to be allowed o1 iuppofed. :
2 Another Reafon againft affigning this Meaning to the ;
Words before us, is our Saviour's upbraiding Nicodemss for his
Ignorance of thefe Things. /rt thou a Mafler in lfrael, and
knowefl not thefe Things ? (verfe 10)—What Things does ous
Saviour Mean, ~Does he upbraid him for not knowing the
Neceflity of his Compliance with the Gofpel Ordinance of
Baptifin ; and his being regenerated by the Spirit, in the Ufe
of that Ordinance ?} How fthould a Mafler in Ifraelknow thefe |
Things, which he had never read or heard of before §—This |
thergtore cannot be our Lord’s Meaning. Bug if we allow the
Conftru&ion of thefe Words, which I am pleading for, the
Reproof will appear moft natural and reafonable. It was indeed
a Shame, for a Mafler in Ifrael, to be ignorant of that Birth
of Water and of the Spirit, which is fo often fpoken of by the
Prophets. It was a Shame tor Nicodemus to be ignorant of the
‘Neceflity of being fprinkled with clean Water, ard made clean,
of kaving Gad's Spirit put ewithin bim, that be micht avalk in
&od’s Statutes 5 and keep bis Judgments and do them, Pr.

i
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" Dr. Waterlard, teems to have been apprehenfive of this Ob.

eftion, and in Order to obviate it, tells us, that tbe Name or the
Notion, probably avas it altogether nevo in our Lord’s Time.  For
the Feavs bad be'n a/id 1o adwit Concverts fram Heatbeniim into
the Jeavifh Church, by a Battiym of their onum § and they called
Admiffion or Reception of fuch Concverts, by the Nam: of Regene-
rationor New-Biith, asit was pometbing like 6rz'ngiﬂg them inso
a new World P. .

He does not indeed tell us what it is, that he founds this Con-
je@ure of hisupon, that we alfo might judge, whether the
Name or the Notinn wus giobably not altogether new in our
Lord’s Time. Eit admit that this was not only probably but
ceriainly Faét, wh.. s it to the Purpofe? For hov' could a
Mafler in livacl duzw, that becaufe Heatbens were wathed with
Water, when admitted as Converts from Heathenifin into the
" Jewith Charch. that therefore a Few muft be baptized, in

order to his ertring into the Kingdom of Heaven ? How could

he know that our blefied Lord would improve the Notion (as Dr.

Watcrland (ays he did) by the Addition of the Spirit ; and ens

large the Ufe of the Rite, by ordering, that ewery ome, svery

Converet to Chriflianity, every Candidate for Heaven, [hould be
| baptized ? (p. 7) Itis plain, that hisbeing a Mafler in Ifrael,
| 'would acquaint him with none of thefe Things ; and therefore
| that this could not be our Lord’s Meaning, if we allow any
1 Proppetyin this his Reproof of Nicodemus.
|

3. -#Axiother Reafon why this Text cannot be underftood, as
'~ fignifyin®a baptifmal Regencration, is our Lord's Interpretation of
. his Meaning, in the {ixth Verfe of this Context. That awhich is
\ banaof the Flefb 8 Fleh, that abich is born of the Spirit is Spirit.
- Whereby he plainly thows us, that it was a fpiritual Birth he
fpakc oF; and they were fpiritual Ferfons who had obtained it.
Now casld Dr. Waterland preiend, that all who were baptized,
and {o (according to his Conftruio - of the debated Text) were
bern of Water and of the “siri., wee truly {piritual Perfons ?
No ! he cculd not bat acknowlege, that there are fome of thefe,
(like Sigwn Magus) in a Sirte of Hypacrify and Impenitency.
And it is vifibly and lamer..bly true, that :he far greateft
Part of the Baptiz:d, whoxaccording to him_ are all born of
- Water and of the §;irit, bavs no Claim at all to the Charalter
 of {pi:itual Perfons, 'Theie

| -
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‘I'hefe Things put together, make it appear to me ‘equal to
Dewmonftration, that our Lord J~fus Chrift had no Reference to

Baptifm, inthefe Words under Confideration. We may not
~ fuppole, that hepofitively pronounced all fuch uncapable of the

Kingdom of God, who are by his holy Providence, denied the

‘Opportunity of enjoying Baptiim.—We are certain, that he

would not upbraid Nicodemus, for his Ignorance of what it is im-
poflibie he fhould have been acquainted with.—We are certain,
that all baptized Perfohs are not truly Spiritual ; and yet our Lord
aflures us, that the Birth he tpeaks of, has that transforming
Efficacy upon thofe that experience it, asto make 'em all fuch.--
Thefe Texts are therefore fafe in our Hands, ratwithitanding all
Endeavours to wielt them from vs.  Aad thele two which I
have now confider'd, are the onlv 'exts in the Bible, which can
with any Appearance of I'lavfibility, be urged in Faveur of the
Dr.'s Hypothefis. Hcw many there be, that do in the ftrongeft
‘Terms contradi@t this Scheme bas been already confider’d. -
But after all, fhould we al'ow that bath thefe Texts have a
Reference to Baptilm. Shculd ve allow, that being born of

Water and the 1 atbing of Regeriration ase to be underflood of

Raptifm, Thefe Texts wiil prove ro Fourdatien for the Doc-
trines which Dr #arei/and aud the epiicopal Clergy among
us (who feem generally to be of his Way of thinking) pretend
to build upon them. |

Be it then fuppofed, that the Crdinance of Baptifn is here
refcrred to, in both thefe Texts, it can in neither 6f *em imply
any more, than tie Pledge, Sign, Seal, or 'I'oken of our
Regeneration, It cavmot imply, that Regeneration irfelf always

tized, are born azain. i we wlow this Scnfe of the Words,
we thereby fuppofe, that to be lon of Water, is to re-
ceive Baptiim #s a Pledge or Sign of our being cleanfed
from our Pollution, by the divine Influences of the Spirit of
God, and of our thereby becoming new Creatures,gand as it
were born a-new.  And thus Bapti/m may be called "t

|

g‘ Regeneration, as it is a Pledge and Sign of our belhg ¢leanfed
Y Regeneration, as it were in a Laver. In both Cafes, the
Sign muft be {by this Interpretation of the Words) put for the
Thing fignified, as being a lively Emblem and. Reprefentation }
thersof. ~This is a Way of fpeaking commonly, and frequently
. ufed
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ufed in Scripture, ‘Thus we read of the Covenant of Circume
cifion. A&s vii. 8. i. e. that Covenant, whereof Circumcifion
was a Sign and Seal. Thus likewife we read of Chrift our
Paflover, 1 Cor. v. 7. i. ¢ Ctiift the Subftance and Antitype,
fignified and reprefented by the Paffover. Thus we alfo read
of the Circumcifion of the Heart in the Spirit. i. e. that Reno-
vation of Heart by the Spirit, whereof Circamcifion was the
Sign and Seal. In like Manner our Lord Jefus Chrift is called
the Lamb of God, our Sacrifice, &c to fhew us, that all the
Jegal Oblations referred to, and terminatd in him. And if
the Texts before us have any Relation at all to Baptifm, they
muft be underftood in this Senfe and no other, for the4ollowing
Reafons,

t. Becaufe there is no neceflary Conneftion between Bage
tifm, and our being borw of the Spirit.—Simon Magns was
rightly and duly baptized, and yet had 0 Part or Lot in that
Matster ; but was in the Gall of Bitternefs, and Bowds of Ini-
quity. A€sviii z1. 23. I have already fhewn, that the Cha-
racters of the neav Birth, belong to but very few of the baptized
World. All Difcourfe therefore of a fpiritual Birth, with
Relation to thefe who live and dye in a carnal State, is but a
Medly of Inconfiftency and Contradiétion. —Should we fuppofe
with Dr. Watsrland (p. 28, 22) that the Holy Spirit bas fome

Way or other a Hand in every true and walid Baptifm ; that
~ the Holy Spirit is in fome Sort offered to all that receive Chriflian
Bagiﬁn 5 (Mt the boly Spirit confecrates and fanTifies be Waters
of Baptifm, giv'ng them an outward and relative Holinefs ; and
that the Unworthy are by tieir Baptifm put into an exiernal
«¢brifiian State, What 1s all this tc their being born of the °
Spirit ? What is this to thofe Characters of the wew DBirsh,
that have been particularly recited from the facred Oracles.
Baptifm cannot therefore be the neav Bir:o 3 becaufe it is a Fa@
too notorious to be difputed, that the moft of thofe whoare
baptized, ere never born of the Spirit at all, never had any of
the ChRters of a regencrate State ; and confequently this
Ordinance can be no more, than the Sign, Pledge, or Seal-of
Regeneration, -

2. Regensration is an A& of God’s Sovereign Grace : the
Produét of his mere good Pleafyre and Almighty Power.

Whatever
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Whatever Means he is plcafed to make Ufe of, in bringing
about this blefled Change ; yet the Change itfelf, is by his own
. immediate Agency, without the Help of any other concurring
Caufe in its Produ&ion. The W ind blaveth avhere it lifleth,
and thou bearefl the Sound thereof ; but canfl not tell ahence it
cometh, nor avbither it goeth, fo is every one that is born of the
Spirit. Joh. iii 8. We are born, not of the Will of ]Wan, but
of God. Joh. 1. 13. Of bis owwn Wil 6egat be us. Jam.1. 18.
We are God’s Workmantbip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good
Works. Eph. ii. 10.  No Man then can have more Agency in
the new Bireh, than in the Generation of the Wind, the Exe-
cution of the divire Will, or the Creation of a new World.
This Dr. Watcrland acknowleges. No Man (fays he) rege-
nerates himfelf at all, that is, be has no Part in the regenerating
At (which is intire[y God's) awhatever he may have in the
Receptive. And if in this Senfe only it be faid, that be be purely
paffive, it is good and found Doctrine. (p. 17) I therefore infift

upon it, that this good and found Dotrine, does utterly fub-
vert his whole Scheme. If Man can have no Hand in the
regenerating A&, but that is intirely God's; and Man can
have a Hand in Baptifin, it is then certain, that Baptz/}u is
not the regenerating A, not can in any Senfe be called Rege~
neration 3 but as 1t is an outward Sign, Seal, ot Token of it;
I {ec no poflibility of an Anfwer to this, -but either by retratt-
ing the Dr’s Conceflicn now cited, and endeavouring to.prove
direQlly contrary to the above cited Scriptures, that Reg#ation
isnot an A& of God’s Prercgative and Sovereignty y and that -
Man may concur and have a Handinit, Or:effe by endea-

" vourifig to prove, that Man does not concur, and has no Hand -

3

at all in the Adminiftration of Baptifm ; but thisualfo is God’s

_peculiar Prerogative, and a Work of his 1mmedxate Power.

‘Here then the Matter muftreft. ,

It won’t at all help the Cafe, to fay with Dr Water/and
that rbe Unworthy are by their Baptifm, put into a chrifiian
State, .otheravife they would be mere Pagans fiill (p. 39) If this

~ be granted, what follows ? What neceflary Conneétion is there

between a vifible and external chriftian State, and Regeneration 2
«None at all, as I have particularly fhewn before, “And I now
eaquire, how they are brought into the chrifiian State > Are.
f H they,
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they God's Workmanbip, created in Chrifi Fefus unts vood
Works ? Are they born, not of the Will ; Man but of God 2
No! they are yet unrenewed. They are yetin Hypo) ify and
Impenitency. They have had no more than a Change of their
external Relation. A Change that depends upon the Will of
Man, and how then can they be properly faid to be bo; .+ 4 ain.
How can their Baptifin be any more than an external S°p ., or
Seal of that fpiritual Change, which they have had no Expe-
zience of.

What is the regenerating A&, according to the Dr. awith
vefpelt to God Almighty, but Admiffion or Adoption into Son/bip or
Sfpiritual Citize, hip? (p. 11) And what is this Adoption or Son-
fhip with refpect to a great Part of thofe that partake of it ; hut
she Confecration of the Waters of Baptifm, to an oatv.a=4 ars
relative Holinefs, and a Confecration of the Pirfons wiis, i 7.
sutward and relative Senfe, nwhether good or i:id, 5y a fa- A
Dedication of them to the Wortbip and Service of the « . ke
Trinity ; by which they are brought into an extern.. Zheis:n
Statz (p. 28, 29) This is all the Regeneration that the I
himfelf fuppofes, with refpet to a great Part of the baptize.’
World. And all this does (upon his Scheme) depend upon the
‘Will of Man. For it’s what always accompanies every truse
and valid Baptifm, tho’ adminiftred to the Hypocrite, impe-
nitent and unworthy, as appears from his 28, 29, and 30
Pages. And confequently, this regenerating A&, is always as
much at the Choice of every Man good or bad, as it is at his
Choice, whether he will, or will not be baptized.

Ina Word, the regenerating A¢t (upon this Hypothefis) is
nothing but Bapeifn itlelf. For it enters into the Definition
of Baptifm, thatthe Water bave an outward relative Holinefs ;
and that the baptized Perfon be brought into an external Chri-
JSlian State. 'The outward Confecration of the Water, and the
Adminiftration of the Ordinance in the Name of the facred
Trinity, neceflarily imply both thefe Things.. The whole
Queftion therefore is, whe ther Man do, or do not conicur in the
Ordinance of Baptifm.<<The holy Spirit (he tells ns) bas @
Hand in every walid Baptifm. What Hanc ? None at all in
the Cafe before us, but to make the Ordinance valid. There
# uo real Change wrought in fuch an impeniisnt Hypocrge;
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No relative Change, but what he may chufe or refule at
Pleafure. }
~ Ican’tforbear taking Notice upon this Occafion, ofa mani-"
feft Blunder and Contradiction in the Di’s Scheme. Regene-
ration (he tells us) is the Work of the Spirit in the Uﬁ?f"',/a”’:’
that is the Work of the Spirit fingly 5 jor Water does nothing, 15
no Ayent at all (p. 16) Itisa Change from tbe‘State natural,
into the State fpiritual, a Tranflation from.tbc’ Curfe of Ada.m.'
into the Grace of Chriff (p. 11) And again, the Holy Spirit
tranfates them (Infants) out of a State of Nature to which a
Curfe belings, into a State of Grace, Favour and Bleffing. ¢his
is their Regeneration (p. 24) And yet thofe Adults may be
regenerated, who have never had any Work of the Spirit upon
their Hearts, never been tranflated into the Grace of Chrift ;
but are yet in Hypocrify and Impenitency (p. 27) And thofe
Infant; may be regmerated, where Renovation bas no Place at
~ all for the Time being (p. 13) and confequently, they are not
tranflated at all into a State of Grace, Favour and Blyffing.—
He again tells us, that in the Cafe of Adults, Regeneration and
Renovation mufl go together, otherawife, the Regeneration is not @
ﬁzlam‘ry nor a compleat Regemeration. (p. 19) And yet (asl
. have fo often obferv’d) he allows, and endeavours to prove,
that fuch Adults as have been baptized, are born of Water and
of the Spirit, tho' they have no Renovation at all, but areiz a
State of Hypacrify and Impenitency.——His Admirers would have
- done well to have reconciled thefe Contradittions, before they
had been fo ative in propagating his dangerous Dotrines,
3. I will add this farther Evidence to the Point before us,
" that the Apoftle aflures us, that meither Circumcifion availeth
any Thing, mor Uncircumcifion ; but the new Creature. Gal.
vi. 15. By which it appears, that notwithftanding the Enjoy-
ment of any Ordinances, the new Creature or the meaw Birth
may by wanting, and our Privileges, avail us nothing at all.
‘The fame Thing is confirm’d by the Apoftle Peter, with Re-
{pect t« Baptifm in particular, 1 Pet. iii. 21, The like Figur.
avherewslay bven Baptifm doth alfo now fave us, (not the put-
ting away the Filth of the Tlfb, but the Anfawer of a good
Confcience towards God) by the Refurreition of Fefu: Chriff.
- That iz, as one of the greateft Divines that our Nation has
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ever bred, * has paraphras’d thefe Words. ¢ The outward
“ Adminiftratiop of this Ordinance confiderd materially,
*¢ reacheth no further but’to the Wafhing away the Filth of
¢ ths Fleth, but more is fignified thereby. 'I'here is denoted
¢ init, the Reflipulation of a good Confcience toward God,
¢ by \he Refurrection of Chrit from the Dead 5 or a Confci-
“ ence purged from dead Works, to ferve the living God.
«  Heb. ix. 14. And quickned by Vertue of his Refurretion,
“ to holy Obedience, fce Rom. vi. 3, 4, g, 6, 7. By thefe
Texts it 3o evident, that Bapti/m is not the new Creature ;
and that it feves us, only as it ic a Pledge and Sign of a renewed
Confcience, and of our Leing quick ned by Vertue of Chrift’s
Refurreétion, +nto Newnefs of Life,  Or in other Words, it
is nnt prepeily in any Relpeft Regeneration itielf, buc the out-
ward Sign, Diedge, or Tokenof it.  Which was the Thing to
i peved,

B wha has bezas faid, T think it is clearly maniiel, that if
thete Texts ondzr Confideration, are even al.ow'd to have a
Relervency unio Aaptifm, this cannot be fuppofed in any other
Senfe, than 2+ Da; ifin is an outward Sign, Seal, Pledge or
"Token of Reyreneratim: 5 2nd not properly in any Refpeét the
sew Birthitlelf.  ¥or how can that ftri€tly fpeaking be the
sew Birth, or any Partof it, which is enjoy’d by Multitudes,
who hzve no one fcripture Character of the regenerate State ?
How can a Perfon be faid to be bern not of the Will of Man but
¢f God, to be God's Workmanbip, created anew in Chrifl Jofus ;
and to be born of God's mere good Will and Pleafure by this
Ordinance which depends upen the Will and Pleafure of Man ?
How can Baptifm in Stri&nefs and Propriety of Speech, be the
new Creature, whea we may cijoy all Ordipances without
being new Creatures ? How can Baptifn: in itfelf avail to our
Regeneration, when no Ordinanse will avail any Thing without
Repeneration or the new Creature ? How can the Wathing
awa ¢ the Filth of the Fleth, be Regeneration, without what is
fignificd thereby, a rencwed Confcience, and a Conformity to
the Refurredtion of Chrift, in a Rencvation of our Lives ? [

* Dr, Owen Pneumatalogia. p. 180,
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muft needs fay, they arc bold enough, who dare ventur: th-ie
Lternity upon the Dr's Scheme, after fuch Evidence as this
againit it,

Thus I have given my Reafons againft the Dr's Interpre-
tation of thefe Scriptures ; and muft now attend to what he
has to fay in Favour of it.

His principal Argument for this Conftrution of the Words,
is this, One Thing is certain, that the Ancients took in Bapti/m
into their Netion of Regeneration. /A learned Writer has proa’d
at larce, that both the (Greck and Latin Fathers, not only ufed
that Word for Baptijin ; but fi appropriated it alfo to Baptifm,
as 1o exclude any other Convovfion or Repentance nat confrder’d
avith Baptifm, from being fignified by that Name (p. §)

To which I anfwer, tnat tho' I don't pretend to vie with
the Dr. in the Knowledge of Antiquity s yet [ can’t but pre-
fume, from what little Acquaintance I have with the Dodtrines
of the Ancicnts, that they generally underftood theie Texts to
fignify Regencration, in no other Senfe than I have now laft
explain’d them. And what ftrengthens my Prefumption 1s,
that {ome of his own Quotations plainly carry this Senfe with
them, and particularly that from St. Augufiine, whom he has
cited in Confirmation of his Doétrine, * exprefiy fhews us his
Senfe of this Matter, that tbe Water {(of Baptifm) externally
thews firth the Sac-ament of Grace ; and the Spirit internally
operates the Benefit of it.—"I'he Fathers fome of them did in-
deed (as was their ufual Method of fpeaking) ufe very ftrong
and hyperbolical Expreflions upou this Subjet, which would
almolt lead oneinto the Apprehecfion, that they held even the
Popith Opinion of the Neceflity of the Sacraments, and of .
their conferring Grace ex Opere operato, by their own proper
Virtue. DBut then when we find them on fet Purpofe, de-
claring their Sentiments of this Matter, denying the abfolure
Neceflity of Baptifm to Salvation ; and calling Baptiim Of/i7-

[ M o_—

% Aqua igitur, exhibens forinficus Sacramentum Gratie, et
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Spiritus operans intrinfecus Beneficium Gratiay folvens Vinculum

Culper, vecuncilians Bomm Natura, regencrant Hominem in wno
Chrifte, ex unoAdams gencratum,
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natio Fidei, and Sigillum Fidei, the Sign and Seal of Faith,
one would hope to have found a Key to thefe rhetorical
Flourithes. +
But it fignifies but very little, what was the Opinion of the
Fathers in this Cafe, We have the Uible as well as they, and
asgood Advantages to underftand the Meaning of it, as they
had. And itis as well known by all that are any Thing
acquainted with Antiquity, that they held many {uch ridiculous
Opinions, as would now expofe a Man to the Contempt and
Scorn of the Wosld, if he fhould make a Profeflion of
them. To exemplify this, in an Inftanc> fomething parallel
to the Cafe before us. Some of them explain’d that Text
Joh. vi. §3.  Except ve eat the Flefb of the Son of Mun, and
drink bis Blud, ye bave no Life inyou. to be underftood of the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and thence argued the Ne-
cefiicy of Infants puartaking of that Ordinance, in Qrder to
theirSawvation ; and they accordingly fed them with the con-
fecrated Elements.  Sine Chrifti Carne et Sanguine, (faith
St. Auguflin *) nec parvuli witam babere poffunt, in femetipfis.
Without the Fleb and Blood of Chrift, neither can Infants
bave Life in themfelves. And thence it was the Cuftom
of thofe Times, to give that Sacrament unto Infants, as
the fame Father tells us. Pawulis adbuc et infrmis, fil-
lantur quadam de Sacramentis. 4 Some Part of the Sa-
crament is inflilled or dropt into the Mouths of youny and tender
Children —1 would now afk the Dr’s Admirers, whether this
Argument from the Fathers is good and conclufive ? If not,
why isit urged? Ifit be, why don’t they adminifter the
Yord's Supper to Infants ? Why are the Fathers prefs'd into
their Service, when they think they will {erve their Turn ;
and rejeCted when they differ in Sentiments from them ?
Another Argument the Dr. ufesto fupport his Interpretation
of thefe Scriptures, is this, That there is no Inflance, no Ex-
- ample in Scripture, of any Exhortation made to Chriftians, to be
born anew, but to be reform’d only, or remewed in the in vard
Man (p, 32) | ' | '
‘mm‘nm
+ Vide Willot's Synoptis Baptifmi. Fron. p. 556 foravard.
® Sce Cont. 2 Epifl, Prehg. Lib. 4. +c. 4. in Plal. 64.
- | To




yINDICATED. 5y’

" To this I anfwer. That one good Reafon why there is no
more Exhortations found in the New Teftament unto profefled
. Chriftians, to obtain a regenerate State, or to be born again,
is becaufe they to whom the Books in the New Teftament were
immediately direCted, were confider’d by the infpired Writers
as being generally Chriftians indeed, who had already experi-
enced, and therefore cou'ld not now want a firft Converfion
unto God. And its abfervable, that the Apoftles in their
Epittles to the Churches, addrefled them as being truly Rege-
nerate ; and accordingly, they direCted their Epiitles o the be-
loved of God, called to be Saints. Rom. 1. 7. To them that are
Janétified in Chriff Fefus, calledto be Saints. 1 Cor, 1. 2. Ta
all the Saints awbhich are in all Achaia. 2z Cor.i. 1. Tothe
Saints avhich are at Ephefus. Eph.i. 1. To the Saints in
Chrift Fefus, which are at Phllippi. Phil. i. 1. To the Saints
and faithful Brethren in Chrifl, awbich are at Colofle. Col.
i. 2. To the Church of the Theflalonians, avhich is in God the
Father, and in the Lord Fefus Chriff. 1 Thel. i. v. To the
El&, according to the Foreknowledge of God. 1 Pet. i. 2, To
them that bave obtained the like precious Faith awith us. 1 Pet.
i. 1. &c. It is remarkable, that the Apoftle Pox/ in his
Introduttion to every one of his Epittles to particular Churches,
falutes them as Saints, his Epiftle to the Galatians only ex-
cepted.  Of thefe Galatians, he was was afraid, lefl he had
belowed uion *em Labour in wain. Gal. iv. 11. He flood in
Doubt of them, verle 20.  For thefe therefore he travail’d in
Birth again, till Chrifl awere form'd in them. Verfe 19. or
until they were born again, which is the Fruit of travailing
in'Birth, and the plain Meaning of having Chriff formed in
them. Here then isa clear Inftance of the Neceflity of Rege-
neration in profefled Chriftians. whatever Dr. Waterland alled-
ges to the Contrary. I grant indeed with him, that ¢Ais is noe
Savourable 1o the Notion of a fecond Regencration. (p. 33)
Bat it is favourable to the Notion of the Necefliiy of a firft
BRagemer ntion, even in nominal Chriftians ;3 and fhews the
Apoftles Concern for fuch, that they might now be born again,
fince he was afraid his former Travail in Bicth for them, had
prov'd in vain,

And
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And I muft further obferve, that tho’ the Apoftles in their
- E piftles to the Churches, confider'd them as Chriitians, yet
they frequently put them in Mind of the Importance of their
being fo indeed, as well as in Profeflion; and to that Bnd,
reprefented to ’em the Neceflity of the nezv Bireh, eitherin
exprefs Terms, or in Words that fully . ply’d it.  Thus E,ph
iv. 24.  Put on the new Man, awbhich after God, is created in
Righteoufnefs and true Holinefs. Eph. v. 14. Adwale thou that
Sleepefl, and arife from the Dead. 2 Cor. v. 17. If any Man be
in Chrift be is a new Creature. Gal. vi. 15. In Chriff Fefus,
neither Circumcifton availeth any Thing, nor Uncircumeifion ; but
the new Creature. In all which Texts, the xew Man, a
Refurreition from the Dead, or the new Creature (expreflions
every Way fynonimous to the #ew Birth as I have fhewn above)
are propos'd, as necefliry to our eternil Safety. And the
fame Neceflity of the new Birth, to profefled Chriftians, is
apparent from fundry Texts of bcnpture before cited. For it
is by this, that fuch get a Victory over their Sins. 1 Joh. iii. 9.
By thxs that they are brought to believe in Jefus Chritt, 1 Joh.
v. 1. to live in the Love of God and their Nelghbour, 1 Joh,
iv. 7. to overcome the World, x]oh, v. 4. To conquer the
Temptations of Satan, 1 Joh. v. 18. and in a Word, by th..
they have a lively Hope of futu = Glory, 1 Pet. i. 3. By all
which we may fee, that the Dr’s Obfervation is founded upon
4 manifet Mitake, is falfe in Fa®, and would have been im-
pertinent, if uever fo true.—To conclude this Head. Does
not our blefled Lord himfelf, in as ftrony Terms as can be
fpoken affure us, that except @ Man be born again, he cannot
fet/,u Kingdun of God ? Joh. iii. 3. But he fpoke this to Nico»
demus, and Nicodermus was a Jew, (p. 14) What then ? Was
it fpoken to Nicodemus only ?  Are not the Words an indefinite
and anlimited Propofition, which equally refpets the whole
Race of Mankind, without any Reitri“tion, Exception, or
Limitation ? Certainly there is none will find himfelf ex.
empted, when it comes to the great decifive Trial, by what-
ever Imaginations he may at prefent delude himfelf..

It muy be expetted, that I fhould fay lomething to thQ
Dxﬁmé’tlons the Dr. makes betwecen Regeneration and Reno-
wation, But its fufficient in general to obferve, that if the

Notion
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Notion of a bapti/mal Regeneration, be a mere Figment, with-
out any fcripture Four “ation at all, (as I think I have clearly
proved) Then =' *.. Diftin&tions which he makes, with
Relation to.a baptifmal Regeneration, are but Diftinétions about
a non-Entity ; and therefore merely fiGtitious Impertinencies.
To this I fhallonly add, that tho’ it were right to fuppofe
that the Renov«./iz in his Text, implies a progreflive Work of
Santtification, as well as to fuppofe this to be .ifferent from the
new Birth, or firft faving Change, it wili n¢ Ways follow, that
Regeneration is not alfo a faving P.movatiua ; but even this
Suppofal makes it necef'ari.; appear to be {u. We are renewed
by being born again ; and from this ne., Prin iple, (put into
Exercife by the Spirit of o', flows a continuer Renovation or
Santtification. The new Man s after God, created in Righ-
tecufnefs and tru Holinefs. Ept.iv. 24. And thenccitis, that
be that is born of God finneth not, and cannot S°:; but purifieth
bimfelf as God is pure 5 becaufe this Seed of God remaineth in
bim. ,.
I fha!! pals over the many exaeptionable Paffages in this
Difcourfe, 'eaving the Reader t- determire the Fate of the
SuperftruCturs, by the Foundation vpon which it it buii,
which I hope he has by this Time, a pretty full and clear
View of. An. fo I{hall proceed to fome brief Remarks upon
{ome Part -f the Improvement he mases ~f the Doétrine,
which has been confider’d. | k
He beyins with this Refle€tion, that *tii wery improper Lan-
guage at "aft, (o cau upon thoje that have been mnce rogenerated
in their b ancy, awho bave had hir new I .'vz_b already at the
* Font, te bz noc r., .covRted, or to bid them expelt a new Birth,
(p- 31, ﬁ) But is it fo very improper Language, to call upon
thofe to be now regenerated, who have neither been regenera-
ted in their Infancy, nor in any fucceeding Part of their Lives,
who have indecd enjoy’d the Sign ard Seal of Regeneration at
their Bapeifin, but are Strangers ro the Thing fignified ; and
are yet dead in Trefpafles and Sins ? —T hat this is the fad Cafe
" of much the greatett Part of profefling Chriffians, is but too
vifible, from the whole Tenour of their Lives and Converfa-
tions. And muft we leave thein to go on fecurely in the Paths

of Deftruction and Death ¢ Muft we not call upon ’em to
’ 1 awake
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awake out of their Slkep, and arife from the Dead, that Chrift
may gtve them Light ? Muft we in a fcornfal Manner be told,
that fuch Application might properly be direfied to Feavs, Turks, *
or Pagans, or fuch nominal Clyiflians as have cafl off their
Water Baptifm (p. 31) How muth does it concern the
Minifters of the Gofpel, the more earneftly und conftantly to
ufe Line upon Line, and Precept upon Precept, to inculcate thig
mofl imporiant Point upon their People, when fuch Attempts
are made to lull them afleep, in a dangerous and fata] Security.
And how much does it concern our People in general, to bo/d
Sall the faithful Word, as they bave been taught ; and to be no
more Childven toffed to and yio, avith every Wind of Doltrine,
to the Lofs of their precious and immortal Souls

The Dr. proceeds in the next Place to obferve, how wery mif-
chievous it is many Ways (to call upon profefled Chriftians to be
rege:erated) and therefore that it cannot be look'd upon as a mere
werbal Bufinefs, or an innocent Mifnomer. 'To which it is fuffi-
cient Anfwer, that this is the Doétrine of our I.ord Jefus Chrift
and his Apoftles, as I think I have fully prov’d ; and there-
fore whatever miichievous Confequences Men may pretend to
draw from it, the Mifchief does not flow from the Do&rine
itfelf, but from the Abufe of it.

Among fome other Inftances of the mifchievous Confe-
quences, which he imagines from this Doétrine, he mentjons
and chiefly infifts upon this, that many---may be apt to go in
Quefl of what they call Impulfes or inward Feelings of the Spirit,
wwbhich commonly are nothing more than warm Fancies, tow'ring
Imaginations, and felf flattcring Prefumptlons. (p. 36) v

It by Feelings of the Spirit, he meark, feeling or fenfibly dif-
cerning the Operations of our ».inds, excited by the Influences
of the Spirit, this is {o far from being a warm Fancy, or tow-
ring Imagination, that it is neceflurily experienced by every
true Chriftian. It is impoffible from the Nature of Things
to be otherwife. Can a Man poffibly e under Conviétion of
Sin, uader the Excrcife of Repentance for Sin, of Faith in
Chrift, of Love to God, or of fpiritaal Mindednefs, and not be
fenfible of thefe Operations of his own Mind ? And does not
the Scripture exprefly afcribe all thefe gracious Exercifes of the
Mind, to the Influences of the Spirit of God ? 8o that &ll the

races"
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Graces of the Spirit of God, wrought in the Heart of an Adule
Perfon, are always fenfibly felt, tho’ the Quality of em are
not always diftin&tly knowu. And I mult add, that no one
. that has a true Love, either to his God or his own Soul, wili
be banter’d out of the Neceflity of experimental Piety, by oppro-
briou: Inve@tives and reproachiful Chiratters ; but will beavare that
no Man Ipoil bim, thro’ Philofophy and waiz Deceit, afier the Tra-
dition of [Men, after the Rudimentsof the World, ardnt after Chrift,
But if by Impulfes and Feelings of the Spirit, be intended,
Raptures, Extafies, Vifions, and enthufiaitick Inipirations. [
leave all Pretenders to thefe Things, to the Dr's Difcipline,
au only add a Paragraph or two out of Dr. Owen, upon this
Head, * « The Work of the Holy Spirit (fays he) in Rege-
““ neration, doth not confift in enthufiaftick Raptures, Extafies,
““ Voices, orany Thing of the like Kind. It may be fomz
““ fuch Thirgs have been by fome deluded Perfons, appre-
** hended, or pretended to ; but the Countenancing any fuch
“ linaginations, is falfly and indutrioufly charg’d on them,
“ who maintain the powerful and effe¢tual Work of the Holy
¢ Spirit, inour Regeneration.” And again, ¢ Such Appre-
“ henfions for the moft Part, arc either Conceptions of
¢¢ diftemper'd Minds and difcompofed Fancies, or delufions of
“ Satan, transforming himfelf into an Angel of Light, which
~ ¢« the Do&rine of Regeneration ought not to be accountable for.,
That Dr. Waterland may do his Bufinefs effeGtually, he
next proceeds to enter a Caveat againtt the Marks and Tokens of
Regeneration. Thofe ((ays he) that firfl began to talk in this Way
(and who have ling been dead ) might be pious and well-meaning
Men, but they were not very bappy in the Ufe of their Terms, or in
the Choice of their Marks (p. 42) Thefe Marks he tells us,
‘may be prudently thrown afide, as buman Jnvention.—But who
were thefe pious well-meaning Men, whofe Ignorance the Dr,
- complains of, but the moft Eminent of the reformed Clergy,
in* the early and pureft Times of wiReformation? Happy
had it been for the Church of England, if all her fucceeding
Clergy- had as well underftood, and as faithfully taught, th
‘Marks of a regenerate State, as many of thafe excellent Me®
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did, which he thus cumplains of.-~Into what a fad and lan-
‘ guiihin% State is pra&ical Godlinefs reduced in that Church,
where Tich Dotrines as this pafs current, and the Marks of
- Converfion are cocfider'd, as baving a Tendency 1) perplex fome,
and to deceive others ; and therefore prudenthy to be th ozun afide,
as Things of human Isvention, (p 43)«<-What! are thele of
human Invention ! How then does the Dr. bring in our blefled
Lord and the Apoftle Paul, as giving the Marks of a converted

State. [p. 43, 44. And why does the Dr. himfelf run into
the Practice of thefe Things of human Invention, by giving

Marks of a renewed Heart and Mind?  What Marks (faith he)
[Pauld a Man pitch upon to fatisfy himself in that Cafe, but a good
Confiience ? Or what Marks to fatisfy others, but a good Life ?
And again, if we fincerely endeaviur to do the befl we can, and
are datly gaining Ground of our Vices und our Paffsons, and find-
ing ourfelves .after the flrictefi Examination, to be upon the
improving Hand, then way-we comfortably belivwe, that our
Regeneration abldes falutary and entire, and that awe are in a
State of Salvation (p. 44)—~Why (I fay) did the Dr. practice
thefe Things of human Invention ? The Reafon probably was,
that he thought himfelf fecure, from perplexing fome, or de-
ceizying others, by fuch Marks as thefe.  And indeed there is no
. Reafon to fear his giving any Perplexity to the Confciences of
- fecure Sinners, by fuch an Gpiate. But oh that there was as
little Reafon to fear his deceiving Multitudes of poor unrege-
" nerate Creatures, to their eternal Ruin | —Here is a Mark, by
which a2 Man may conclude himfelf in g State of Salvation,
without having ever been weary and heavy laden with his Sins ;
- tho’ it is fach whom Chrift invites to come ¢0 him for Refi. Mat.
- xi. 28. without feeling himfelf fick, tho’ it is fuch to- whom
- Chrift is the Phyfician. Mat. ix. 13. wjthout any Repentance
 for his Sins, tha’ they who do not repent (gl furely perith. Luk.
~ xiii. 3. without any true Faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift, tho’ .
be that believes nat Mol be damned, Mark. xvi. 16. without
~ any Humility, or Senfe of their Unworthinefs and Impagence.
" tho'.God refiffeth the Proyd, and giveth Grace {o the Humb:
- fam. iv. 6. without any jpiritual Mindednes, tho’ that bg
. meceflary to Life and Peace. Rom, viii. 6. without a Vi&tory
~over the World, tho’ they that v 1he World and the Things of
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the World, cannot have the Love of the Father in them, 1 Joh.
ii 15. without any Lave to the Brethren, or the Children of
God, tho' by this awe are to know that ave are paffed from
Death to Life. 1 Joh. iii. 14. without a careful Attendance
upon the Duties and Ordinances of Religion, tho® we are di-
reCted thus to /feed, if we would find, and knock if awe awould
bawve the Door opened. Mat. vii. 7, 8. without having old Things
pals away and emery Thing become new, tho’ all that are in
Chrift Jefus, ave thus new Creatures. 2 Cor. v. 17. And in
a Word, without having Cbriff in bim, which every one muft
have, except be be a Reprobate. 2 Cor. xiii. 5. All that is
propofed, is to be daily gaining Ground of our Vices and of
our Paffions, and in this to be upon the improving Hand.-—
If this be a fufficient Mark of Safety, why may not all the
moral Heathen be in a State of Salvation, as well as fuch
Pretenders to Chriftianity ? They have in this the Better of
them, that they are unbaptized, whereas thefe by their empty
Profeffion, daily break thro’ all the Bonds of their baptifmal
Covenant, and thercby greatly aggravate their Guilt and
Mifery. —It infinitely concerns all the Profeflors of Chriftianity
to fee to it, that they have better Evidences of a faving Con-
verfion to God than this comes to, otherwife however they are
daub’d with untemper’d Mortar at prefent ; they won't ftand
the Trial of the Great Day: It will in that Day be found
what they have got by it, who are deferting our Communion,
thro’ Prejudices conceiv’d againft the Doctrines of fpecial Grace,
and the Neceflity of Regemeration, in Order to their future
Safety ; and have join'd themielves to another, where they
feem to hope, they fhall find a wider Gate, and a broader Way
to eternal Life. Pity it is, that fuch as thefe, can’t forefse
the Confequence of their dangerous Miftake, befere its too
late. In Order to this, let them ferioufly refle@ upon the
following Corollaries from what has been faid.

" Coroll. 1. 1t appears from the foregoing Difcourfe, that
the Regeneration deicribed in Scripture, and the Receneration
defcribed by fome of our epifcopal Clergy, are two diftinit
Things, which differ fpecifically, and are direétly repugnant
in their Nature and Properties.—T'his is not a diitant and far
‘fetcht Confequence, but what naturally and neceffarily flows

I3 from,
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£rom the Premifes, and may be received with as full Aflrance
ss we can have in any Cafe whatfoever. I know “ en may
v.rangle perpetually, and by the Power of Words, muke the
mofl defperate Cale look fomcthmg placfible. But 1 know
alfo, that ay Contradittions can never be recouciled, fo it is
impoffible in the prefent Cafe, to make the Rrgcrtramn de-
{i.nibed by fome of our epifcopul Clergy, to be the fame with
that defcribed in Scripture, without making itwappear on both
F'arts true, that all who are born of God, are true Believers,;
and fome that are born of God, may neither bave Faith nor
Repentance ; that all who are born of God, do not fin, and
cannot fin ; and fome who are born of God may be in Impt
yitency and Hypocrify 3 that all who are born of God may
bave his Seed remaining in them that they cannot fin ; and
fome that are born of God, may not have his Seed remain in
them, but may finally fal/ from Grace, with fundry more In-
confilences, before confides’d particularly. This then is no
onger a Matter of Speculation, but of utmoft Cerzainty, that
they mean one Thing and the Scriptare another, by Regere-
sation ; and that thele are as much two Things, and as truly
diftin¢t and diffcrent, as any two T'hings in the World.

Cordll. 2, From hence it further appears, that we cannot
Jee the Kingdom of God, in Confequence of thefe Principles,
efpoufed by fome.of our eplfcopai Clergy.  How harfh focver
the Confequence may be fuppofed, it is neverthelels infallibly -
certain,

Onr JTord aflures us, that thhout qumeramn, we cannol
Jee the Kingdoom of God.

What thefe Cientlemen call Regeveration, is not the new
Birth which our blefled Saviour means, and which the Scrip-
ture defcribes ; And therefore not the: new Birth, by which we
mutt be pcepar'd ior the Kingdom of God, and wnthout whlch
we cun never enter intoit.  As I bave fully provid. '

Their Principles teach, that there is no other Regmlrdwﬁ
neceflury, than what they defcribe as above.

The Scripture teuches us, that the Properties and Charadters
of that Regeneration, which is ablolutely neceflary, in Order
to our entring into the Kingdon of GGod, are eflentially di-
fin@ and ditferent from the Propertics and Charadters of that

Regeneration



T P

VINDICATED. 65

Regeneration which they defcribe ; whence it neceflauily
follows, that we cannot enter into the Kingdom of Giod
in Coanfequence of their Principles.

By this it appears of what Confequence it is, to be fet
right in this Matter, —~I would not be here mifunderftcod,
as though I determine all fuch uncapable of the Kingdom
of God, who hold' the Doétrine which I oppofe. No! I
doubt not, but fome of thefe may have experienced in
p their Hearts, what they oppofe in their Heads ; and be
- prattically acquainted, with what they are in Speculation

prejudiced againft, But thefe muft get to Heaven, In a

Way very diftant from their Principles ; under the dreadful

Difadvantage of a powerful Biafs to incline them the wreng

Way.

Coroll. 3. It thence alfo further appears, how mach fafer
it is for our People, to hold faft the Form of found Words
which they have heard, in this important Point, than to
venture upon a Change, to thefe Schemes of our epifcopal
Clergy|—It mult be obferv’d, that I am not now fpeaking
of the Difcipline or Ceremonies of the Church of England,
whatever Objections may lye againft them ; but of this greae

. Article of our Faith and Hope, which is thus fubverted
' by fome of their Clergy. —Were it poffible they fLiould be
in the Right, our Profeflion is neverthelefs fafe. We are
baptized in Obedience to our Lord's Command, as well as
they, and have therefore as fair a Claim to daptifinal Rege-
neration as they can have; and are befides feeking for Rege-
' yeration diftin€t from Baptifm, to qualify us for the Kingdom
of God, Here then can be no Danger, if we att up to.
our Principles; and experience what we jodge neceflary to
our Salvation.  But then, if our Sentiments are right, (which

I hope by this T'ime I have a Claim to fuppofe) what will

becerne of them, who have no other, and who feck no

other than a bapri/mal Regeneration, to qualify them for the

Kingdom of God.

‘I'hus I have made fomt brief Remarks, npon what
I efteem’d of the moft dangerous Tendency, in Dr. Wa-
terland's Difcourfe of Kegeneration, hoping that by the divine
Blefling, it may be of fome Ufcfulnefs, for seclaiming fome,

whe
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‘who have been too foon led away from taeir Stedfaftnefs ;
for eftablithing others, in the Faith .onre defivered td the
Saints ; and for imprefiing upon the Mmds of cu. People
in general, the lait Neceflity oh their experiencing a greater
‘Change, than the moft of them have yet e;cdp;ricnced, if
they would ever enter into the Kingdom of God.
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