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Rev. and dear Brother,
m  Acknowledge, that it concerns me more
| m than any Man, ferioufly to confider the

| m’*‘*** * Exceptions you make againft theDialogue
* 1 % intitled, A4 Dispray of Gad’s fpecial

L LN Grace. My Confcienc: bears me witnefs
that it was my Aim and Endeavour in

%ﬁ writing that little Book, to promote the
Glory of GOD, the Intereft of my Re-

decmcr s Kingdom, and thc Welfare of immortal Souls It
is fad indeed, if I have fo miftaken my Way, that the Dif-
courfe, is more adapted to defiroy the Posoer of Godlinefs, than
the worft Arminian Performance that sver was written, as you

fayitie, ( Page23. ) and, that it is impoffible Jfor the Pen ;{ 4




3 A Defence of the Dialogue, &,

Man, or the Tongue of an Aveel, 10 go too far, in fetting forth
she Danger of the Doflrine ti..rein contain’? 5 and that the Book
bas & plain and ffrong Tendency, toickafc pure and undefiled Re-
Jigion from the Earth, leaving nothing im the room of it, but the
Religion of Nature and Arminius ; as you infinuate ( Page 15. )
If tféfc Accufations are juft, it is high Time I fhould be con.
vinced of my dangerous Errors, that I might make myRetrac-
tation as publick as the Dorines.you complain of ;. and join
with you, in lifting up my Voice as a Trumpet againf? thatBook,
witne(fing both to jmall and great, in feafon and out of feafon, the
everiafting Mifery and Defirullion -that ave in the Ways of it,
as you exprefs yourfelf ( P. 17. ) — But if on the other hand,
it fhould appear upon.a Review of the Cafe, that the Miitake
3s an your fide of the Queftion, and that there is no other Rea-
fon for that harth Treatment you have given to fo many of
your Fathers and Brethren in the Minittry ( who were pleas’d
~ to honour my Book with their Recommendation) and for your
bitter Refle€tions upon them, to thelnjury of their Charatters,
and the Prejudice of their minifterial Labours, but your own
wrong Apprehenfion of Things ; it is then Time for you to
refle€t upon what you havedone, and to remember, that you
can’t finally find your Account in beating your Fellow-Servants,
and repreaching their faithful Endeavours to bring perifhing
Souls 10 CurisT. —— Let us then impartially confider this
Cale, in the Fear of GOD. For it will ftand neither of us in
ftead a little while hence, to have kbandled the Ward of GOD
deceitfully 5 or to have appeared with Applaufe, either for a
Selt or Party, or in Defence of our own Schemes.

Your firft Accufation refpeéts the Charafler of Libertinus
{my A'dvcrfary in the Dialsguc) concerning which you exclaing
in the following Words, And who is this Antinomian de/mn’d
to perfonate 2 A great part of thofle who are zealous for thebt vr
o/ G O D, without Controverlv. And is it appiicable to them ?
No, (bleffed be God) I believe the Author could mot, to fave his
Life, find one fingle Perfon in cach of our Colotics, towhem the
Charatter is adjufted, (P. g )

. To this I anfwer, that I ben’t ccrtain what you mean by
thofe Words, (¢ach of our Colories. ) You may perhaps intend
the Maffactufetts-Bay, and Conneéticut.  1f fo, and if there be
«not any Perfon in both thofe Colonies, who has embraced the
Antinomian Exsors, you have indced Caufe to blefs GOD, that
he




againf Mr.Crofswell’s Exceptions, 3

he has hitherto kept out the fatal Contagion. May the dark
Appearances in the neighbouring Colonies, alarm you to be,
upon your Guard, not only againit,the more grofs & perilious
Principles of that Seé& ; but alfo againft their more p'aufible
Delufions, which dire&@ly ( tho’ not {o apparently ) lead Men
into the fame deftrutiveSnate.

That you may not any longer be led by Jealoufies and un-
eertain Surmifes, about the Reafons of my endeavourizg to lay
open the dangerous T'endency of thofe licentious Principles of
the Antinomians, I will give you this plain Account of the
Matter. I wrote itas an Antidote againft the {preading of
that dangercus Dileafe, which I thought I had greatReafon to
be apprehenfive of. For, It has alifidy appeared in its worft
I'orm ; and made confiderable Progrefs in Penfylvania, parti-
cularly in Philadelphia. And tho’ the painful Endeavours of
a number of Minifters, may have given fome Check to it, T am
perfuaded the Danger is not yet over.—— The Moravians are
coming among usin great Numbers, and. endeavouring to
make Profelytes ; and if we may judge of the’s Principles, by
Count Zinzendorff*s printed Sermons, they embrace the worft
of thofe Dottrines, Libertinus isreprefented to patronize, in
the Dialsgue. 1add to this, Antinomianifm for fome Time
paft has been, and now is appearing with open Face, in all its
Colours, and gaining Ground too faft, in the {feveral Parifhes
of Sowtbold on Long-Ifland, notwithftanding all the Endeavours
of the Minifters there, to fupprefs it ; as I have good Realon
to be aflured. And the fame Thing may be obferved, with
refpeét to confiderable Numbers in New Ferfey, who feem ta
act from the fame Principles, in following a fcandalous, depo-
fed and excommunicated Minifter, againit all Admonitions to
the contrary. I might have mentioned fome Informations,
from both your Colonies in N.w- Englana, of the Danger of
thefe Principles {preading there ; had you not aflured me, that
1 could not, to fave my Life, find one fingle Perfon in each of
them, thatembrace them.

You muft allow me, §ir, to know my own Views, in that
Undertaking ; and I do aflure you, it is your Miftake, to fup-
pofe, that I defign’d Libertinus fhould perfonate any one of
thoje that are zealous for the Work of GO D. I defign’d he
fhould perfonate thofe only, who are in dire€tOppofition to it.
I cefign’d he fhould perfonate the Antinomians, whom youl al,

| ow




& A Defence of the Dialogue, €9, |

tow to be in a Sou/-damming Error. (P.§.) 'That no Man is
farther concern’d in the Charalter of Libertinus, than he em-
braces his Principles. And I take this Opportunity folemnly
to declare, that I wis fo far from entertaining the leaft
Thought, of bringing a Slur or Reproach upon the Work of
GOD, which has been {o confpicuous of late in our Land, or
upon any that are zealus for it, imany Part of that Dialgue,
that I was alted by diretly contrary Views, in the whole
Undertaking. Tho’ I muft alfo declare, that I then did, and
ftill do thirk, that jome zealous and godly Brethren, who are
carneftly and fincerely engaged ;in that Caufe, have run into
very great Irregularities ; and have thereby been accidentally
very injurious to it, in their Endeavours to promote it ; and
that others ( the Antinomians in particular ) may pretend the
Caufe of G O D, when they are in the moft dire€t and imme-
diate Manner, {ubverting and undermining it. Upon thefe
Accounts, I could not but hope, it would be of fome Service
to the Intereft of Curist’s Kingdom, to fet that Cauje in a
proper Light ; to fhew the Oppofers of that miraculous Work
of divine Grace, the dreadful Danger of their Cafe ; to con-
vince {fome of our godly Brethren, of the ill Effelts of their
mifiaken Condult 5 and to dete@t, and if poffible prevent the
progrefs of thofe mifchievous Errors, which {o openly appear
among us, and would take Sanctuary under a pretence of the
Caufe of GOD and Religion. This, Sir, is a plain and faith-
ful Account of my Motives to that Work ; and I can’t but
flatter my felf, from the Acceptance that little Book has met
with, that GOD has gracioufly been pleafed to blefs my poor
Endeavours, with fome Succefs. I now proceed to con-
fider your Exceptions, againfl the Doffrines you are fo much
difpleafed with.

'Uhe Dialogue reprefents Libertinus complaining of our Mi-
niftry, in the following Terms. ** You thew your /ega/ Spi-
“ rit, by teaching Sinners the Neceflity of Preparations for

their coming to Cur1sT ; and not direfting them to come
immediately, without Delay. ™ Upon which you obferve,
that very great Homour was certainly dine bim, by making bir:
dilpute, for Minifers calling Sinners to come to CHRIST imme-
diately 5 and for Afurance being at jome Times the common Pri-
viledge of all Believers. mw— Thefe tzvo Things, which they mak:
Libertinus ¢contend ec - cRly for, are by a #'ck-Name called Anti-

nomiaNn
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ogain® Mr. Crofswell’s' Exceptions, 5

vomian Conceits, th' Anti-Arminian Temets, is the proper
Name for them. |
And now, S1r, How unhappy will it prove, if you your
{elf are teaching the very fame Doé&rine, which you fo warm-
ly oppofe ; and if yoar Inve&ives againft it dofully and ne-
ceflarily eftablith it? There were fix Things: propofed in
the Dialogue, as neceflary Preparatices .o afaving Faith in
Chrift. A Knowledge of the Way of Salvition by Chrift, a
Senfe of Sin and Mifery,a Difcovery of our natural Impotency
and Neceflity of Chrift, - fuch z Defire of an TIatere.t in Chrift,
as will make us willing to accept him, a Renusiciation of o-
ther Hopes and Confidences ; and a Difcovery of Safety in
believing in him, and venturing our eterna! Interefts in his
Hands. And tho’ I there declare, that *ve who. hold the
Neceflity of thefe previous Preparations; are as earneft with
Sinners to believe in Chrift immediately, as the Antinomians can
be ; yet it is evident from the veryNature of Things, that they
will not comply with thefe Exhortations, until they have thele
Preparations ; or fuch Impreflions upon their Minds, as will
difpofe them to an Acceptance of the Gofpel-Offer.  This
is the Doctrine you oppofe. - |

I fhall new confider, whether you do not your felf teach
every one of thele Things, as neceflary Preparatives to com-
ing to Chrift 5 the firt, viz. A Knowledge of the Way of
Salvation, only excepted. Pt

The Dialogue'teaches, that a Senfe of Sizand Mifery, is
previoully neceflary to our coming te Chrift. Mr. Crofweil
teaches, that infead of giving. Simnsrs long and particslar Di-
reftions, how ta clofe with Chrift int.the Way of Duty, it swould
certainly be much better, t be almoft continually Jetting Before
them, the Vengeance'of the eternal GOD, who ss thetr Enery ;
and to teach and-command them in bis Name, to come to Chrif®
for Refuge. ( P.'9.) And again, This Imagination will lifjen
their Comviftions, and lighten their Burden ; and for Mi-
nifters to leffen the Burden of Sinners, is in Truth, only to Sfiop
them from coming to Chriff, (P.7.) And again,Tbe plain and
Srromg Tendency of which is, tofettie al! Brift Pharifees, upon tbe
damnable Foundation of their own Works, to keep thefe wbo are
bust little, from being much concern’d about their Souls, to make
thofe who are muco concern’d, to lofe their Convictions ; and ts
fop foort of Chrift and tte New Creatyre. (P 15.)  Andis

. B .
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G A Defence of the Dialogue, &'c.

not this the very fame Doétrive, whith ydn fo zealoufly op-

pofe ? Is it not by your own Account of the Matter, necef-.
fary, that Sinners fnould be fenfible of their Sm and Mifery ;

or in your Words, that-they fhould have the Vengeance of the

cternal GOD fet becfore them, in order to their fymmg to Chrift

for Refuge ; that they fhould have Cosvi&ions that muft not

be leflened, a Bsrdes that muft not be lightned, fince to ligh-

ten their Burden ftops them from coming to Chrift ? Don’t

you your felf make it neceflary, that we fhould not keep
thofe who are dstle from being msch concern’d sbout their

Souis; or make thofe who are much concern'd, S bfe
their Conpitions ? And have I faid any thing more than this
comes to, in the Book you oppofe ? 1f Sinners muft have

the Vengeance of the eternal GOD fet before them, in order

to their flymg to Chrift for Refuge : If they muft have Con-
viQlions, that muft not be leflened ; and a Burden that muft

not be lightned, left they are fopt from coming to Chrift :

If they muft be mnch concern’d about their Souls ; and not

lofe their Convictions, left they flop fhort of Chrift and the

New-Creature ; then s Sinner muft be fenfible of his finful
and miferable State, as was aflerted in the Dis/igue. Thus
far then we teach the fame Thing.

The Diaslogue teaches, that a Sinner muft have a Senfe of
his natural Jemposency i and of his Necefity of Chriff, in order
to his coming to. him. Mr. Crofimell teaches, that ¢his is
sobat Sinness seed to be convinced of, that the’ they muft come
20 Chrift, they.are abjoluirly unable to come to bim.———The atva-
Aen'd Siwmer muft bave bis Way bedg’d up.  He muf} be loft
in & Wildsrnefs, Sefore be is found of Chrif. (P.7.) Now,
Sir, Where is the Difference between your Doétrine and
mine ? 1 fuppofe, that Sinners fhould fee their Neceflity of
Chrift ; and you tell us, that they seed to be comvinced, that
they musT come to Chrift. I fuppofe, that they fhould have
a fenfe of their natural Impotency ; and you sell us that they
muft be comvinced, that they are stterfy unable to come to
him, that their Way muff be bedg’a up ; and they muff le
Joft in a Wildernefs, before they are found of Chrift. I know
no Difference in this Matter, between what is faid in the Dia-
l,zue, and. what you fay in Oppofition to it ; but only, chat
yau are pleafed to exprefs the fame Thing in other Wor’c}?j.x

SCE



egainfp Mr. Crofswell's Exceptions. »

' The Dia‘ogae teaches that Sinners,in order to a true Faich,
muft have Yuch Defires of an intereft in Chrift, as makes *em .
- evilling to ucoept him, upon 4is own Terms.  And Mr. Crof;-
. soelt teaches, ‘that Sinners being to/d, that they deferve Dampa-
tiow for svery Refufal, puts them upon dong their utmoft ; and
comvinces them, - tbat veally they can do nething ; and fo is e
Means of bumbling thim to the Duft 5 4ndof casfing thes to
“come to Chrift, to take tke Burdan off from their finking Soul:.
- ( P. 7.) --Here then is fuch a Defire, previous to the Sinners
~¢oming to Chrift, as puts hith upon wmweff Endeavours to help
" himfelf, that lades -riufinking Boul ‘with a dreadful Burden,
‘when his Difappointment from his falfeRefuges is difcovered ;
and that finally causss:bim to torse v0 Chriff, as his laftRefuge,
that his Burden may be taken off; © And why is not this Doc-
trine as innocent in the Dis/ague, as in your Reply @

The Dialogue tesches, that a Sinner muft rewounce all otber
Hopes and Confidences, éefore he will come to Chrisr. And
Mr. Crofeell teaches, that fiwce there is fuch a violent propenfity
in Sinners when awakensd, to.reff in their Duties, fuckh Direfii-
ons as thefe Miniflers plead for ; and are commonly practiced,
will be exceeding likely to keep them from CHRIST ; and 1o marry
them to the Law their natural Spoufe. ( P.8. ) Well then, if
refting in Duties keeps Men from CHRist, it is certainly ne-
ceflary, that they remounce thefe falfe Confidences, before they
will come to Chrift. | :

The Dialgue teaches, that the Sinner muft, previous to
his coming to Chrift, fee fuch Safety in believing in him, as
will encourage him to venture his eternal Interefts in hisHands.
And Mr. Crofswell teaches, that Miwifters fbould befeech and
command Sinners in bis Name to come to Chrift for Refuge ; and
to venture Sosls their upon bim. (P. g.) Very well then, they
muft be taught, and muft be fenfible, that Chrift is a Refuge
for 'em to fly to, that there is fafety in believing in him ; and
that they may fafely venture their Soule upon him.

And now,my dear Brother,can you think, that you have done
jultly and charitably, in making fuch tragical Exclamations a-
gainft thofe Things, which you yqurfelf at the fame Time in
Effet declare to be prue and right,  ~ 7 7 |

. L ETT B z . Have
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Have I not rnow the Advantage to tetort uﬁ: you,' and
make a like ftinging Reflection. upon yonn Perfofinance, : with
that in the 10th Page of your Reply 2 *¢ 1 cant help remark-
“¢ ing, that 'tis [irange, . that the’ Mr. Crafuwell .did nat fee,
* that he was contradicting the Seriprures, he did not at leaft
“¢ fee, that he contradited bim/elf. For he repestedly infifts
“ ypon it,.that Sinners muft be invited to come immediately to
« Chrifk ; nor will he allow,. that Min my/f? get. theHindranees
“ aut of the Way, in erder to comne 49 Clrifl;, wax that theirEyes
““ and Heart Jloould be famesvhat.open’dy baforp sipey bebold bim,
¢ and recave bim, into. their. Hearts, .( P. 14, ) They mult ge¢
S into.the frong MHold immedéately-5 nUE hi wopld firf fet be-
“¢ fore *emithe Vengeance of the eternal:GOD, who is their
¢ Enemy. He exhorts ta look to Chrifly, .immidigsely ; BuT
“ they muftneeds be fir/? convinced,\ thas the’.they muft come
“¢ to Chrift, they are abfolutely #nab/e to come to him. They
““ muft be put upon gaipg torChrilt immediately ; suT they
““ muft be fz# put upon desag their utmoff, and this muft con-
*¢ vince them,that really they can do nothing; which is ameans
“ of bumblixg them to the Duft, yea, and of caysinG them
““ to come to Chrift. He would have them give Chrift izs-
““ mediate Entertainment ; suT they muft fir# be brought off
*¢ from refting upon their Duties, which elfe will keep them
“*¢ from coming to Chrift. — Now all thefe But’s fhew that
*“ ’tis not immediately. “Tis juft asif a Man fhould bid his
¢ Servant come to him immediately ; 42# withal bid him ftay
¢ a little while, and do fomething elfe firt. The plain Eng-
¢¢ lifh of what he fays, is no better than this, iz, 1 do invite
¢ Sinners to come Chrift immediately 5 but yet I do not nvite
“ them to come immediately. ™ I muft infift upon it,
that there is full as much Propriety,in fixing thefe Confequen-
ces upon your Resly, as there is in fixing them upon i.c
Dialsgue. And t'ie.very fame Reafoning ( be it what it will)
that fhail clear yo» from thele Contradictions, will clear e
al{o~— And now let ys proceed to the Merits of the Caufe,

I readily acknowledge the Truth of what you fay, ( P.6.)
"That the great GOD calls, invites and commnds paor perifh-
ing Sinners to come ta Chrift  ar bolieve onbim) fir Life
and Happinefs 5 and that be reguires toers 0 coiie iinineisaindy.
And it is therefore the Duty of Gelpel-Mimugis, o 1ozl

' i ners



again/’ Mr. Crofswell’s Exceptions. T 9

Sinness by the moft forceable Motives to a prefent Coi-
pliance with the Gofpel Offer. But then, It is our Duty
4l to let them know, that while they remain in a State of
Stupidity and Security, while infenfible of their Danger and
of their Nced of a Saviour, or while depending upon ' their
Self-righteous Attainments, they neither can nor wi// come
to him ; and that it is therefore neceflary,. to ufe all proper
- Endeavours to awaken them out of ‘their Security ; and to
. fhew them, that the Avenger of Blood .is purfuing them,
that fo they may Afly to the City of Refuge. And herein -1
have the Satisfattion to find,that yo# ( notwithftanding all your
feemingOppofition to me)are really of mySentiments; and that
. a.greater than either you or I, took the fame Method, in
exhorting Sinners, t0 awake out of their Sleep, and to arife from
the dead, that Chriff might give thers Light. Eph. 5. 14.

But then, Some of our modern - Antincmians, the Moravi-
ans in particular, do infift upon the dire&t contrary to-all
this ; as appears from a variety of Paflages in Count Zix-
zendsrffs Sermons ; tho’, .not having the Book now in my
.Hands, I can’t here point out to you the particular Expreflions.
They infift upon it, that without any previous preparatory
.and legal Work, firmly to believe that Jefus Chrift is our Sa-
viour in particular, puts us into a State of Salvation ; and
that it isno uncommon Thing for Men to obtain Salvation
meerly by this Belief, even in the laft Moments of their Life.
They therefore, avoid all Methods of awakening Sinners out
of their Security ; and of giving them any difquieting Appre-
henfions of their Mifery and Danger, both in their publick and
private Addreffes. I would now appeal to your own Ex-
perience, whether thi: Way and Manner of .chorting Sin-
ners to believe in Chrift immediately, be alikely Mean to
bring ’em to a faving Faith in him. Have you not conftant-
ly obferv’d, thatin the late wonderful Effufion of GOD’s
holy Spirit among us, Sinners have be'n firft awaken'd, to
fee their Danger, Mifery and Impotence ; and by that Dif-
covery, driven and ever conftrained to fly to Chrift fur Re-
fuge 2 Has it not conftantly appear’d to be at leait GOD’s
- ordinaiy Method, in bringing adult Sinners home to himicit,ta

soreteer P G 8 and then of Rightesufne/s and * udge
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.10 A Defence of tbe Dialogue, &J¢.

this is the moft fuccefiful Method of preaching, the Method
that you your felf are in ?}  What then, my dear KErother,
has foured your Spirit to fuch a Degree againft the Diatogue,
as to provoke you to fuch Aiperity, towards {fo many excel-
lent Minifters of Chrift, who faw fit to recommend it ? Can
you find any Thing tkere, inconfiftent with this Reprefenta-
tion of the Matter ? - Nay, Are not all the Arguments with
Libertinus on this Subje@, direétly aim'd at this View of the
Cafe 7= The beit Apology I can make for your Condutt
is, that you were alarm’d with a Jealoufy of fomething de-
figned, which never came into the Author’s Thoughts, or the
Rev. Prefacers 3 and which has no Foundation at allin the
Baok,you are pleas’d to make the Object of your Relentments.

I am the more confirm’d in this Apprehenfion, by your re-
peated Inve&ives, againtt Miniflers giving their Hearers a ling
Train of Direftions, ( P. 7.) keeping the Way to Chrift (as they
eall it ) always open and clear before them ; and therefore, inflead
of guiding them to Chrif?, they only lead them from Chrift to Or-
dinances,wbich they in Effelt make aChbrift of,(P.8.) and by your
infinuating, that fuch DireBicns are what thefe Miniflers plead
Jor. (Ibid.) = But what is there in the Dialogue, to give any
Umbrage for all thefe Infinuations ? Nothing at all, that has
the le=ft Appearance of this kind. o

When you are finding Fault with a lbng Train of Direfions,
(P.7.) and telling us, that you are not abfolutely againft all forts
of Direltions, (P. 8.) it muft be prefumed, that the Direétions
;you complain of, muft be fuch as are {pecified by you;—~Such
DireCtions as naturally caufe Sinners to imagine, that if they ob-
Jerve them carefully, God will be thereby inclined to fave ther,
fuch as will ligbten their Burden, and thereby fop them from com-
ing to ChAR, (P.7.) and fuch as will kead thes from Chrift to
Ordinances, which they (in ¢ffelt ) make a Chrift of. ( P. 8. )
And therefore fuch Directions, as have a quite céntrary Ten-
dency, to thefe dangerous Effeéts, are what you yourfelf muit
approve of. From whence it follows, that if the whole of that
Conference now before us, were formed into Direftions ; and
every one of thofe Dircctions fhould prove exactly contrary to
thofe evil Effeéts which you {peak of, they muft be fuch as you
approve ; and confequently you have done unworthily by thofe

Miniftess,
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Minifters, by infinuating that they are pleading for fuch Direc.
tions as you complain of.

“1f that whole Conference were turn'd into the Form of Di.
refions,they muft be thefe that follow. Sinners muft (firt) be
dire€ted tc get a knowledge of the Golpel, and anAcquaintance
with the Way and Terms of Salvation therein propofed, left
they hope for Salvation, they know not how or why. For,
bitw can they believe in bim, of whom they bave not beard ? Rom.
X. 14. == Secondly, Sinnersmuft be directed to confider
and lay it to Heart,that they arein a finful, guilty and miferable
State, and that becaufe they believe not, they are condermed al- -
ready, and the Wrath of God abideth on them, as exprefled Fobn
iii. 18, ult. === Thirdly, Sinners muft be direted to confi- .
der themfelves not only finful and miferable, but impotent aad
utterly unable to help themfelves ; and therefore in the lait
Necefiity of an Intereft in Chrift, withous whem they can do no-
thing, as Fobn xv. §. —— Fourthly, Sinners muft be directed
never to reft till they feel fuch Defires after Chrift, as bring
them to a hearty Compliance with the Gofpel-Offer ; and a
Willingnefs to receive him upon his own Terms. They muft
be dire&ted, not to reft until they find that they are indeed
made willing in the Day of Chrifts Povoer, as PJaim cx. 3.———
Fifthly, they muft be direfted, to bring none of their ewom -
Righteou[nefs to Chrift, nor to expeét Salvation from him for
their own fake, for their Duties, good Purpofes, or Perfor-
mances ; but to renounce all other Hopes and Confidences,but
Chrift only, that they may be found in bim, not baving their own
Righteoufnefs which is of the Law ; but that which is through the
Faith of Chrift, the Righteoufnefs which is of God by Faith, Phil.
iii. g. = Sixthly, they muft be direéted, never to fatisfy
themfelves till they have fuch a difcovery ofSafety in believing
in Chrift,as that they can readily venture their eternal Interefts
in his Hands, and till they are bro’t to that Language of Heart, :
To whom fball we go ? For thou baf} the Words of eternal Life,Joh.
vi, 68. — Seventhly, They muft be directed, to do all this im-
mediately 5 for itis a Cafe of infinite Importance, that admits
of no Delay ; and yet we muft affure them, that they nei-
ther wi/l nor ¢an comply with thefe Diretions, aslong as
their Darknefs, Stupidity, carnal Security,Self-Sufficiency, and
Sslf-Righteoninefs bolt and bar the Doers of their Hearts :{;

gaint
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gainft Chrit. Therefore, ——Eighthly, They muft be direét-
ed, to go to GOD inthe ufe of appointed Means, to re-
move thele Hindronces out of the Way, that is, to en/ighten
them, and to perfuade and enabie them to belicve, that they
might be faved ; and to awaken them out of their Sleep, .that
they may arile from the Dead, and that Chrift may give them
Light. — Thele are all the Particulars that can be found
in that Conference, if the whole of it were turn’d into for-
mal Direétions. And I appeal to the World, whether every
Word of this is not diretly contrary to Sinner’s Imaginati-
ons, that GOD ewill be inclined 12 fave them for attending Di-
reltions y diretly contrary to /lightning their Burdcns ina
Chriftlefs State ; and direétly contrary to Jeading them to Ordi-
aances, that they may (i Effect ) make a Chrif} of them.

" 'That thisa true and juft Reprefentation of the Cale, “every
Man "may fee, who will take the Pais to compare it with
the Diaiogue. And from this Reprefentation of the Cafe, it
plainly appears, how little Reafon you had to exclaim asyou
do, ( P. v1.) Tmaft oblerve, that I never read any Thing more
legal and dangerous, tham their juppofing that Men muft get the
Hindrances out of the Way, in order to their coming to Chriff ;
and their Eyes and Hearts fomewbhat open’d, before they bebeld
bim, or receive bim into their Hearts. I acknewledge
with you, that this and only this is pure Galpel, that Fefus
Corift is both Righteoufnefs and Strength ; and that poor Sin-
ners mufl come to bim for all shat they want. ( ibid. )

But you muft remember, that coming 20 Chriff, was inien-
ded in the Dialogue to fignify, receiving him by Faith ; and
was accordingly fo explain’d. Now the Queition is, Whether
the Hindrances, fuch as Men’s natural Blindnefs, Stupidity,
carnal Security, Self-Sufficiency, and Self-Righteoufnefs, muft
fot be firft remov’d out of the Way, by a Work of the Spirit
in Coaviétion and Humiliation, before Sinners either wi/l or can
receive Chrift by Faith ? Anfwer this dire€tly ; and lam
miftaken, if you don’t teach Doétrines as legal and dange-
rous, a3 this which you fo warmly exclaim againit.
There are but two Ways, in which you can poffibly give a
dire&t Anfwer to this.  You muft either aflert, that Men’s
natural Blindnels, Stupidity, carnal Security, Self-Sufliciency,

and
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and Self-Righteouinel(s, arc #o Hixzdrances to Sinners receiving
Chriit by Faith,which need to be removedont of the Way,in or-
der to it ; but that Sinness may receive Chrift by Faith,
while they remain in fuch « State 1 or ¢//z you muft allow,
that thefe Hindrances s/ be removed out of the Way, be-
fore Sinners will or can come to Chrift. —— I think, upen
cool and calm Refle@tion, you will haraiy choofe the fermer
of thefe Aniwers; and therefore you muft acknowledge, that
+’tis a proper Method, to imitate our blefled Lord, in calling
upon Sinners to pray to GOD, that He would remove all Hin-
drances, and perfwade and enable them to believe in Chrift,
— and 10 open to him, that be may come in, and fup with them,
and they with bim.~—— Thus it is exprefled in the Diakgue 3

-

and not as you are pleafed, in a ludicrous manner, to repre-
fent it.

Certain it is, that Sinners muftcome to Chiift as 22zy are,
if they come at all ; they muft come as Sinners, as guilty,help-
lefs Sinners, without any Qualifications to recommend them to
his Acceptance. And therefore it is abfolutely necefary,
that they be fenfid/e of this. I'or while they are proudiy,
and with an unhumbled Spirit, endeavouring to recommcncd
themfelves to Chrift, by their good Qualifications and Perfor-
mances, this provesa Barr in the Way to their A cceptance
with him. This Hizdrence ult therefore be removed out ot
the Way ; they muft come as loft, unworthy Sinpers ; and
receive Chrift as a frec Gift, without bringing any Thing
with them to purchafe his Favour, or make them meet for his
Acceptance, if they would ever obtain an Intereft in him, and
his Living Benefits.  The whole need not the Phyfician 5 but thew
that are Sick.  Chrift came not to catlthe Righteous, but Sivner:
1o Repentance. But {o much for Anfwer to your Talk on
the Head of Minifters Duty to call Sinners vo come te Corift in-
mediatelo, without firft getting 1 cufliemary Preparations,as you
exprefs it.

I now rommend thi: Point to your feriove and delibera:»
Refle@tion ; and lcave it to your own Conicience, whethe:
there be no Juflice due from you to thofe excellent Men,
whofe Names gou bave caft out as co'l 5 and whom you b
fo unjuftly traduced, on Account of this Article of Vo
Complaint.  And fhall proceed to take fome Notice ofv -
you have further to fay.

-~
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"Tho'Thave deferred theConfideration of theProTESTATION
prefixed to your Repsy, till now, becaufe of it’s Aflinity with
what follows ; yet 1 ihall not quite overlook it.

You and the other Gentlemen that join with you, exprefs
your wtter Difiize of what is aflerted toward tie latter End ( ot
the Dislsgie ) as contrary to the Expericuce of tie Generation
of GOD's Children, who never find tbat GOD withdraws [on-
Jibie Joy and Comfort from them, while tiey live in a Cuiirje of
vital and truc Holinefs, as is there juppojed 5 but only when
thire are great Breaches in that vital and true Hodnefs, which
once ikcy maintain d.

I have one Aigument againft this, which it eertainly con-
cerns you to get rid of as well asyou can. The Argument
I take from Mr. Alien, Mr. Crofszel/, Mr. Symumes and Mr.
Lurtis. Thele Gentlemen in their Proteftation prefixed to
vour Rerly, tellify againft thofe Minifters putting Perfons upon
Fuding out their Jufiification by theii o aétification, in fuch a
Manner as they bave dime. Now ..e Manner, in which
this is done in the Dialgue, and in that very Page you re-
fer to, is to clear up their Intereft in Chrift, by an babitual
Courfe of vitar and TRUE HoLINEss i and no otherwife,
This is direétly exprefled in Terms ; and there isnot the
lcalt Appearance, from any one Expreflion in that whole Dif-
courfe, of any other Manner of putting Perfons upon finding
cut their Juftification by their Sanctification,

Whence 1 argug,

If an habitual Courfe of vite/ and tr4¢ Holinels dces al-
ways {o cugage GOD’s {pecial Prefence with thoie who main
tain t, that he #cver witharaws jenfivie foy end Comfort from

hem while they maintain it ; 7 11s then, whi/e maintain’d,

agood Evidence of an Intereft in Chrift, and of our Juftica.

tion. ‘T'here is but one of thefe two Ways, that you can

potibly give a direct and coniittent Anfwer to this Argument.
You muft cither anfwer—

1. That fume Perions may maintain an habitual Courfe of
z:tal and true Holire " and never find GOD withdraw fenfible
loy and C nfort from them ; and yet be in a Chriflefs and
anjultifiedowe s 'The’ a boty Life and fenfibic Communion are
tve ondy [ure Foundation of Hope, as you tllus, (Po1g. ) =

— Or elie, )

2. You
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2. You muft anfwer, That tho’it be always true, that all
Perfons who maintain an habitual Courfe of zita’ and true
Holinefi, do while they maiutain that Courfe, find Fuy and
Comfert from GOD, and are interefted in Chrift and jultified
yet it don’t follow, that the maintaining an habitual Coutfe
of vitaland true Holinefs, is an Evidence of our Juftification.
~ It is impoflible to give any other direct and confiftent An-
iwer to this Argument, than onc of thefe T'wo ; and the Al-
ternative is at your Choice.

Y think you maft neceflarily allow, that one or the other of
thefe Complaints in the Proteftation are caufelefs, and without
Foundation. On the one Hand,

‘You reprefent it as a falfe and dangerous Doétrine, to teach
thata Perfon can maintain ¢ “ourfe of vita/and true Holinels,
without fenfible Communion ; vecaufe fuch as thefe a/ways have
Joy and Comfort from God, whi/e they maintain {uch a Life.
Well, fuppofe it to be fo, and {uppofe the Miftake to be as
great and dangerous as you pleafe : Yet if fo,the maintaining a
Courfe of vital and true Holinefls, is then certainly a good
E- .dence of aur Juftification ; for while maintain’d, it is ¢/ways
accompany’d with fenfible Communion, ewhich two make up the
the only Foundation of Hope. This by your ‘own Account of
the Matter, is found Speech that cannot be conderined. (P. 19.)

You on the other Hand, teftify againft it as a dangerous
Doétrine, to put Perfons upon finding out their Fujtification
by their Sanéiification,that is,by maintaining an babitiab Coutfe
of vital and true Holinefs, as it 15 exprefled in the Dialogue.
Well ! {uppofe this to be {o, then it follows, that sLi wha
maintain au habitual Courfe of vital and true Holinefs, have
not always whilc they do maintain it, Jenfible Communion, or
{enfible 7oy and Comfort ; for if they had, it would be a gond
Evidence of their Juftification. For you tell us, both thefe to-
gether may give a Perfon firong Confolation, and evidence that be
bath fled for Refuge to the Hope fet before bim. (P. 18.) Thele
therefore, upon this fuppoial, having both a good Lifc, and
tenlible Communion, would by your own Verdi, build upoa
¢he only Foundation of Hope. (P. 19.) — Here the Matter muft
reit, til! you determine which of thefe two you will choole,

€2
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I now progeed to rep:efent to you fome further Objectiona
againt this Paragraph, in your Proteftation, ’I:hat GOD never
withdraws Jiniible Foy and Comfort from his Children while they
live in a Courlz of wital ana lrue Holine/s,

Can you (Sir) deliberately affert,that the Children of GOD
vehile maintaining a Life of vital Piety and true Holineis, are
reoer exciciled with fuch Temptations of Satan,as deprive them
of Joy and Comfort ? Have not the Children of GO D in all
Ages, and even in the moft watchful Periods of their Lives,
found by Expericnce, tiat they muft sorefile ? not againft Flefo
and Blad, but againft Princiyalities, againft Powers, againft the
Riclers of the Darknels of this World, againft [piritual Wicked-
wefi in bigh Places. Eph. vi. 12, Don’t they experience #5e
JieryDarts of the wicked one ? which often fill them with dreade
tul Confufion and Diftrefs 3 and make them roar, &y rea/im of
the difguictmint of their Hearts. If you fay, that this arifes
only from great Breaches of vital and true Holinefs, you have
nothing at ali to warrant yon: Conclufion. Our blefled Lord
himfelf was tempted of the Lievil. The Apoftle Pax/ imme-
diately after his Rapture in:n the third Heavens, had 2 M/~
Jenger of Satan 1o buffet him, left be fbould be lifted up above
meafure . and thefe Temptations are common to Men, to the belt
of Men, 1 Cor. x. 13. And I appeal to the Experience of all
Miniiters, who have had moft occafion to converfe with exer-
¢ijed, tempted Sonls, whether they have not often found this to
be the Cafe of fome of the moft ferious, heavenly, and devout
Chriftians of their Acquaintance.

I would again enquire, whether none of the Children of
GOD, while maintaining a Courfe of true vital Holinefs, may
fall into a State of bodisy Melanckoly, and fo have every Thing
Jouk dark to "em.  Is there any Thing more common, than to
fee the moft ferious, deveut and fpiritual Per{ons, when under
fuck Mclancholy, to be under Doubts and Fears about their
S ¢ And 1 am fure, you can b:ing no Evidenceto prove,
thatall .nofe who maintain a Life of vital 1olinefs,are exemp-
ted fiom this Difealc, |

And I muft once more enquire, Whether we han’t Ingan-
ces in Soripture, of thole who ( while in the Excrcile of witad
doiinzfs ) were thus in the durd, I will mention two, among

| other
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other Inftances, that might be afligned. The firlt Tnflance is
David, if he was (as it's probable he was ) the Penman of tlie
xlii. Pfalm : when bis Soul was panting after GQD, as the Hure
panteth after the Water Brooks ; and he was thirfling for GOD,
for the living GOD, his Tears were his Meat Day and Nigh,
his Soul was caft down and difguisted within bim, and all GOD’;
Billows badgone over bim, — The fecond Inftance is Hrap in
Pfalm Ixxxviii. He ¢ryed Day and Night before GO D, and yet
he fuffered GOD's Terrors, till be was difirafted. GOD’s
Jierce Wrath went ovér bim, and bis Terrors eut bim off : And
this was not a fudden and tranfient Diftrefs, but he was 2445
afflicted and ready to die from bis Youth up.  And yet, as Dr.
Owen well obferves upon it, there can be no greater Exprefii-
ons of Faith and Love, than are mixed with his Complaints.
~~We are accordingly thewn in J/a. 1. 10. that ¢ that feareth
the Lord, and obeyeth the Voice of bis Servant, may walk in
Darknefs, and fee no Light. Ina Word, GOD is as Sovercign
in giving Joy and Comfort to Believers, as he is in giving
Grace s and knows how, vvhen, and Why, either to hide his
Face, or to thine into theirSouls, with the Joys of his Salvation.
It is true, that he never leaves them without Matter of Sup-

rt.  For be is the GOD of Yrael their Saviour,even when he
i8 2 GOD that bideth bimlelf, Hai. xlv. 15.

But you tell us, that this is comirary 20 the Experience
of the Generation of G O D’s Children.  If you mean
by this, that fome of G O D’s Children have for fome confi-
derable Time together, conftant Experience of Joy and Com-
fort, I acknowledge it to be true ; and if it be indeed your
own Cafe, give GOD the Glory. But this being fuppofed,
there feems a two-fold Caution neceflary. 'i'he one is, that
you be not bigh minded, Lut fear 5 for you have not yet put off
your Haruefs. — The other is, that voudon’t jusge the State
of others, from your own Expericzces. It is no Argument,
becaufe one Chriftian has conftant fenfible Communion,
that thercfore every Chriftian has.  GOI)’s Uifpenfations in
this refpe are very different, and there are very different At-
tainments among true Chriflians. 'I'heie ave Babes, Men, and
Sroug Men in Chuilt; Children,Yuung Mon, & Fatlers. '[he Ex-
- perience of pariicular Perfons does not therclore determine,
what is the Zxperience of the Generation of GOD's Childres.—

It
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If we would know what is the Experience of the Gemeration

‘of GOD's Children, by the Declaration of all the moft emi-
nent Divines, particularly from the Reformation to the prefent
Time, they all {as far as I have yet obferved) with oneMouth
declare againf? You in this Matter ; fome few Antinomians only
excepted. —— We can't take & direCter Method to know the
Minds of the whole Reformation upon this Point, than to look
into the A&ts of the Synod of DorT ; a Synod conven’d from
the feveral Proteftant Churches, on Purpofe ta fupprefs Arwi-
nianifm,in its firk Rife. There you will find,all the Delegates

, from the feveralChurches,by a jointSuffrage, declare their Sen-
timents of this Matter,in the followingWords ; ¢ Inthe mean
¢« Time, the Scripture teftifies, that the Faithful in this Lifs
*¢ confliét with various carnal Doubtings ; and being exercifed
“ with grievousTemptations,can’t always perceive the full and
¢ clear Exercife of Faith and Certainty of their Perfeve-
¢ rance. But GOD the Father ofConfolation dothnot {uffer
“ them to be tempted above what they are able : But with
“* the Temptation makes aWay to efcape. 1 Cor.x.13. *— If
we would know the Minds of the Body of all thofe of our
Profcflion, in Eangland, Scotland and Ireland, let us hear the
Declaration of the Afembly of Divines, in theiv Confeflion of
Faith. ¢ True Believers may have the Aflurance of theiy
¢ Salvation divers Ways fhaken, diminithed, and intermitted;
““ as, by Negigence in preferving of it, by falling into fome
“¢ {pecial Sin, which woundeth the Conicience and grieveth
“ the Spirit, by fome {udden and vehement Temptation, by
“ GOD’s withdrawing the Light of his Countenance ; and
¢ {uffering {uch as fear him, to walk in Darknefs and fee no
¢ Light. ” + — I had Thoughts of fetting before you a Col-
le¢tion of Authorities, againft your new Doétrine, from Num-
bers of our molt eminent Divines, from the Time of the Re-
formation ; but as that would {well this Letter to too great a
Bulk, I will content my {elf with Quotations from fome of
the moft eminent Fathers of this Country, who lave been
delervedly famous, bevond moft others in the World, for their
Acquaintance with praétical & experimentalGodlinefs; and add
to th¢m but one other Authority,from aDivine equally famous,

SRS
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ﬁegin with that excellent Divire and Father of New-Eng -
{and, Mr. Joun CorTon. * ¢ The Fear of the Godly, (lays
“ he ) drives them to ufe the right Means, to run to GOD,
“ to keep clofer to him :-— So that tho’ GOD feem very
“ angry, they will throw themfelves into his Arms, they run
“ to the Horns of the Altar ; and there, if they muit perifh,
“ they will die ; and indeed the Heart is never more found
“ in Love, than when it tuns to GOD moft ; and 1t argues
_ % the more Love, to cleave to him,when we fee leaft Cgu(e.“
If you would fee this Matter fully cleared, read his Difcourle
wpon 1 Job, V. 10. The Text you quote in your Lavour.

Mr. NorTonw fets this ina clear and proper Light. + ¢ All
“ Believers (fays he) have the fame State of Peace, tho’ man(y
“ Believers have not the full Perfuafion and comfortable Senfe
‘s of it. We mutt diftinguith between juttifying Faith ( pro-
“ perly fo called ) namely the dire? A& of Faith, receiving
“ Chrift and his Righteoufnefs, and relying upon him forPar-
““ don sccording to the Promife, whereby we are juftified and
““ have Peace ; and the reflex A& of Faith, whereby we are
* fully perfuaded, and do believe that we do believe, ——
““ This Biﬁiné‘tion is of great Ufe to many Believers, who
““ pot fufficiently attending to the Nature of juftifying Faith,

?

““ think they have no Faith, becaufe they want Aflurance. *

Mr. SHEPARD in that excellent Book of his, The Sownd Be-
liever (a Book which has always been moft defervedly famous
for giving a clear and lively view of the Methods of divine
Grace in a Sinner’s Converfion) does repeatedly contradiét this
Doétrine of yours. 1 ¢ The Soul of a poor Sinner (faith he)
“ wounded and humbled, fometimes knows not Chrift; and
‘‘ then cries out as thofe A4s ii. 37. What foall 1do ? W hi-
“ ther fhall I go ? Sometimes dares not, fometimes cannot, it
‘“ hath no Heart to Rtir or come. It therefore looks up, and
““ longs and goes unto the Lord to draw it, like poot Epbraim
¢ Fer. xxxi 18. Oh turn thou me, Lord, and then I f{hall be
““ turned. Lam. v.21. And this is the lowelt and leaft Degree
“ of Faith, But at fome other Time, the Soul mourning
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“ for want of the Lord, the Lord comes to it wi'thgm
“ Clearnels, Glory, and Sweetnels of Grace & Peace. " v
Again, * ¢ The g;ims have many Fears, whereby they dare
“ not come, They fear they may prefume, they fec thems
““ felves vileand unworthy of the lealt Smile.  'I'he Bencfits
“ are {0 evceeding great, to which they are called, tkat
¢ they think it is too good for them. "—And again, ¢ 71is
“« Teflimony ( of the Spirit ) a//the Sons of GOD have, by
Means of their Adoption.  'I'hey may not indeed {ome-
¢ times M ar it 3 if they do, they may olye? againtt it, thro"
¢ the Unbelief in Part remaining in them.  Or if it be fome-
¢ times /ujpended, whatyou want in the Witnefs and Comfort
“ of it, you have it in the Hi/ine/s of it ; and therefore the
« Spirit Jealing, is call'd the Abofy Spirit, Eph. iv. 30, =
¢ Chrift having flooa tor'us, jullilicd us before God, fends
¢ the immutable conftent: Afliflance of the Spirit in Adoption,
¢ which tho" it don’t always quicken us. nor comfort us, nor
“ aflure us; yetitis every Moment guiding and leading of
“ yus, to our utmoil Knd.”” Much more to the fame Purpofe
might be fet before you out of that excellent Book.

-

-

-

I will add.another Teftimony, from a Book, which has
had and will bave a high anl declerved Repute, amongthofe
who know what . experimental Godlinefs means. The Book
1 refer to, is Mr. Stopnarn’s. Safety of Appearing in the
Riehtcowne/s of Chriff. | We have therc reprefented the
many Difcouragements and dark Appichenfions, which the
Saints ate liable to, with their Caufes and Cures. He begins
tis Difcourfe upen this Subjet, by obferving, ‘¢ That there
“ are two Sorts of Difcouragements, that Chriftians have,
“* with refpet unto their Acccptance. One Sort is, when
¢ they arc dilcouraged as if they were not accepted, as if they
““ wete not Saints and in a ftase of Salvation ; their prefent
“ State is dark unto them. And this arifes, cither from God's
“ Dilpenfations towards them 3 or from their Carriages to-
““ wards God. God lays Affictions upon 'em, exetcifes them
with inward 'emptations, don't giveAflurance of hisLove,

“ don’t anfwer their Prayers, don’t quicken their Hearts in
“ s Ordinpeer, &%, ™

(1]
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T will conclude with & Quotation from ene of the greateft
Divines our Nation has ever had, Dr. OWEN 1 mean, whe in
his Expofition of P/a/. cxxx. has frequent Occafion to treat on
this Subjcét, and as frequently contradifts your Affertion,
¢ When ( fays he * ) the Soul cannot find ¢his Grace in him-
““ felf, when he hath not a {piritual Senfe and Experience of
“ its in-being and Power, when it cannot evidently diftinguifh
“ it from that which is uot right or genuine, it is filled with
*¢ Fears and Perplexities, and thinks it is yet in its Sin. He
“ is {o indeed, that 4ath no Grace in him ; but 70¢ he alway,
“ who can find none in him. But thefe are differentThings.
“ A Man may have Grace, and yet not have itat fome Times
“ much afting : He may have Grace for Lif¢, and not have
“ it for Fruitfulne/s and Comfort, tho' it be his Duty to have
“ it. Rev. iii. 2.—2 Tim.i. 6. And a Man have Grace a&ing
*“ in him,and yet not #nog,not be fenfible, that he hath a€ling
# Grace. We fee Perlons frequently, under great Tempta-
“ tions, of Apprehenfion that they have #o Grace atall ; and
“ yetat the Jame Time, to the cleareft Convi¢tion of all who
“ are able to dilcern fpiritual Things, fweetiy and genuinely
“ g Faith, Love, Submiffion unto God ; and thatin an

“ eminent Manner. "’

Thus T have done fomething more than ftrongly to affert,
that your Do&rine is contrary to the Experience of the Genera-
tion of GOD's Children. 1 have fet fome oppofite, Teftimonies
before you ; and I might have produced as many more, as I
could come at Authors of Note, who treat upon this Subjeét;
by which you may judge what Foundation this Exclamation
of yours, and of your three Friends, is built upon.

Tho' Ibelieve, it is ordinarily the Cafe of the Children of
GOD, that they have at fome Times fuch Manifeftations of
the Love of GOD to their Souls, and fuch Evidences ‘of his
Favour, as carry them above any difquieting Doubts and
Fears ; and tho' 1 Lelieve alfo, that a full Aflurance of Faith
is a more common Attainment, than is ordinarily {uppofed :
Yet I can’t but conclude with Dr. Owen, that if ewe Jook to
bave fuch an Evidence, Light into, and abfolute Conviltion of
this Matter, as fball admit of no Doxbts, Fears, Queflionings,
J4PR Occafions and Caufes of wew Trials, Teachings, and Self-Ex-

aminations, we fball be greatly deccived.
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But ftill T don’t fee how carele(s Sinners, carnal and fecure
Profeflors, or frilf Pharifces ( as you exprefs it ) can realon-
ablv take any Advantage from this Dotrine.  For it certainly
is the Charalter of every Child of GOD, that he cither Z4th
ATurance ; or-is earnefltly reaching afterit.  No one that 1ea-
Jizes cternal ‘Things to himfeif,can reft and be ealy in a dread-
ful Uncertainty, whether he is to ke javed, or darned to all
Eternity. They therefore who can be eafy in fuch an Uncer-
tainty, have a black Mark of Unregeneracy upon their Souls.
However, if fuchas thefe will improve this Doctrine to their
own Ruin, We mult neverthelefs imitate our blefled Mafter,
in nst breaking the bruifed Reed, and in not qucnching the lmoak-

ing Flax.

I proceed to confider the Diffinion, by which you endea-
vour to clear up the Doétrine under Confideration.  You fay,
that Manifeflation, or a Perfuafion of cuur juflificd State, is e¢ffen-
tial to the Bxercife of faving Faiti ; tho’ MManifeflation is 1.0t
neceffary to the Being ef it. ( P. 11.) —But 1 {ufpedt, that this
won’t bear the Trial. Let us corfider the Cafe a little.

If this be fo, then Marifeflation or Perfuafion of our jufti-
fied State, muflt be eflential to the fir# Exercife of favingFaith
(which indeed was the very View in which the Dialsgue was
confidering this Matter.) and by Confequence muft neceffarily,
in order of Nature, precese our Juftification : We muft have
Manifeflation or Perfuafion of our jultified State, even Aefore
we are actually jultified : And fo confequently it is eflential to
the Exercife 02' a faving Faith, that we have a Perfuafion of
that which is #ot ¢rue in Fadt.

Certain it is, that we are juftified and have Power to be-
come the Children of GOD, by receiving the Lord Fejus Chrif?,
and are not juftified till we have received him. o4, i. 12.
Rom 1. 17. Chap. iii. 30. and iv. 24. Ifthercfore a Per-
Juafion that we are juftified, is e/fential to our receiving Chrift;
then it is eflential to our receiving. Chrift, that we are per-
fuaded of that which was not previeuily fr#e in Fa. For it
isnot true in Fa&l, that any Man is jultified 2efore he receives
Chrilt by Faith.—There is no Way to get rid of this Argu-
n.ent againft your Doétrine ; but by aflerting, either,—

3. 'That recewving Chzift, is not the Exercife of Faith.

Op ==
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2. That receiging Chrifl byTaith, even in its £r# A&, does
not (in orcer of Nature ) go defere our Fuflification.
Or elfe —
3. That our wmere Perfuafion makes that become area]l
Truth, which was previoufly fa)je in Fuct.~—— All which are
palpable Abfurdities.

It is true indeed, that our recciving Chrit by Faith, and
our obtaining an Intereft in him, are Things contemporary
That is, at the fame Inftant in which we have attually re-
ceived him, he is ours. But then, we have no fpecial faving
Interett in him, d¢fore we have received him, norunti) the
A& of receiving him (in firft Exetcife of Faith) is fnift’d and
perfeited.  And therefore, to be perfuaded that he is ours, Ze-
Jore the A& of receiving him is accomplith’d, is to be perfua-
ded of what is fa//e in Fa&t. Let the Cale be illuftrated by
this Similitude. Suppofing a Prefent be made me on Condi-
tion of my accepting it with my Hand, that Inftant I receive
itin my Hand, it becomes my Property : But itis not fo
while I'am ftretching out my Hand to take it, nor till theA&
of receiving be finithed. And therefore, if I am perfuaded,
that it is in my Hand, and is my Property, before this, I am
perfuaded of a Falfehood ; and if I reft in thatPerfuafion,I lofe

the Prefent,and muft go without it. The Application is plain
and familiar.

Anather Objeétion againft this Dotrine of yours is, that it
opens a wide Door to Licentioufnefs. For if it be true, that
thePerfuafion of our juflifiedState be ¢/ential to the Exercife of
faving Faith ; then all that have that Per/wafion, will readily
eonclude themfelves to be in the Exercife of faving Faith ;
whatever other Characters of ~ true Believer may be wanting.
A Man will hardly be perfuaded, that he has the Efence of a
Thing ; and yet has not the Thing itfelf.

Another Objection is,that this Dotrine is diretly contrary
to Scriptarz. Thus, Eph. i. 13. ArTER that ye belicved, ye
were fealed with that holy Spirit of Promife.—~That to believeis
to exercife Faith, is what I think no Man can deny. For
tho’ 2 Man may be a Believer, yet he never does believe while
the Exercife of Faith is fufpended ; and the Text aflures ys,
that the fealings of the Spirit are configuent to believing 5 and

| z - tacrefore
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therefore not ¢ ffintial to it. — I might produce the like Evi-
dence from’many other Places of Scripture ; but 1 fhall be too
voluminous.Anrd if you would fee this Point more fully clear-
ed, be pleafed to read Mr. SHEPARD's Sound Believer. (Boflon
Edition, from P. 185, forward.) And be pleafed alfo to read
the Dialigue over again ; for ail the Arguments there ftand
good againft you, notwithftanding this Difixftion of yours.

TkLis appears, becaule it is by the Exercile of Faith (and
not by the ilabit of it, while the Exercife is fufpended ) that
we are juftified. We are juftified (as was before obferved) by
veceiving Chrift by Faith, or by a/u4a/ Believing in him ; and
not by any Habit of Soul, that we either have or can have,
which leaves us to reft fhort of an 4f«a/ Compliance with the
Gofpcl-Call. Whence it follows, that the boafted Demon-
ftration (as you are pleafed to call it) and the other Arguments
there ufed, ftand good againft you, For it is certain, that we
muft have th: Exercife of Faith, before we can know that we
believe in Chrift, and {o are juflified by him ; fince there is
no Habit of Faith, that does or can juftify us, without the
Exercije of it ; and we cannot k7o, that we have that, which
in Faét we have #ot. And confequently the Evidence or Per-
fuafion of our Juitification, is no more ¢ffential (o the Exercife
of Faith, than to the Hasbit of it : Your Diftintion therefore
don’t at all help the Cafe. This Argumert and the other
Arguments in theDiaiwgue, ftand yetin their full Force:againft
this Opinion of yours ; and you muft pardon me, if 1 ftill
fuppofe, that they are really Unanfwerable.

What you fay in Confirmation of your Opinion, is true, but
not to the Purpofe ; as was particularly fhewn you in theDig-
Jogue. It is certain, that when Men do exercife true Faith, they
are always fenfible of it, as you obferve ( P.12.) lhat is,
they are always fenfible of that Exircife of their Minds, which
is true Faith. But it is noz Fall, that they are always {enfible
that this Exercife of the Mind muft neceflarily be truxe Faith.
- Thefe are two very different Things. To know what is the
Excreife of the Mind, when we believe in Chrift (as well as in
any other Cafe ) is but one fimple A&t of the Underftanding.
Such an Exercife of the Mind does (upon our Refleétion) offer
itfelf to the Underftanding, in an immediate and direct
View, without any Argumcntation or eomparing Things

together
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together to obtain the Knowledge of it : "And therefore
muft be known and oblerved by every one that attends
to it. Every Man that ftri€tly attends to his own
Thoughts, muft know what they be, in an intuitive way,
without any Argumentation at all,e—sw

But then to difcover the Quality of this Exercife of the
Mind, and to difcover whether it be faving Faith, or not,
is a complex Aétof theUnderttanding ; requires the comparing
a Variety of "I hings together, and drawing a fate Confequence
from thofe Things when compared : And this is not fuch
an caly Matter, whatever may be pretended. H-.w well
fo ever we are acquainted with theExercife of our own Minds
in this Cafe, yet before we can have any Certainty that this
is faving Faith, we muft know, upon what Terms Chrift is
offered to us in the Gofpe! ; and whether this Exercife of
our Minds be a full Compliance with all thofe Terms, with-
out any Referve : We muit know, that this Faith of ours,
is fpecifically diftinf from the falfe Faith of Multitudes, who
will finally perifh, notwithftanding a ftrong Perjuafion of their
fafe State : We muft know, that we heartily receive Chriff,
in his whole Perfon and Charaéter, inall his Offices, with
all the Inconveniences which may attend our cleaving to
him ; and that we are hecrtily willing to be, to de, to bear
any Thing, which he calls and enables us to : We muft
know, that we are willing to for/ake Fatber and Mother, and
Wife and Chiliren, and Brethrenm ana Siflers 5 yea, to bate
even our owon Lives alfo, for bis Sake - and to take up our Crofs
daily and follow him. And is this {uch a plain and eafy Dif-
¢overy, that every one who exercifes L-aith, muf know it ?

I acknowledge indeed, that the Spirit of GOD:¢an, when
he pleafes, and very often dves, fhine into the Soul of a Be-
liever, with fo full and clear a Light, as to difpel all Dark-
nefs and Difficulty ; and give a full View of the Exercife of
Faith, in all thefe Pa:ticulars 5 an. thereby witnefes ewith
our Spirits, that we are the Childre» of G O D : But he has
no where promifed fuch a Difcovery, to eveiy Aét of Faith ;
and it is certain in Fa&, that he dves mot always grant it.

You next cite a Text of Scripture, to prove your Opinion.
He that believeth on the Som of God, hath the Witnefs in him-
felf. 1 Joh. V. 10, But ( to pafs all other Remarks ) the

Queftion
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Queftion is, What is that Truth, to which the Believer
hath the Witnels in himfelf ; or what his Faith isa Wit-
nefs of ? It muft either be the Truth of Chriflianity,where-
of Faith isa Witnefs in our felves ; as the Text is generally

underftood, and as is moft agreable tc the Context : Or elfe,

the Truth of cur perfunal Prefiflion, av.} {o the Safety of our

ownState.—If we underland the formur of thefe Scnies to be

intended, it will prove Nothing to your lurpofe. For we

may have fuch a Faith in the Son of GO, as will make

the Truth of Chriftianity evident awd unquefiionable to us ;

and yet have no Evidence of our own Juftification, ——— If
we underftand the Text in the /esrer Senfe, it will, if duely
confidered, prove aslittle to your Purpofe. For a {lan may
dave the Witnels in himlelf ; and yet not always hear that
Witnefs {peak, nor certainly &#agw the Truth of what it does
{peak. To exemplify this, we read in the 7tk and 8th Ver-

es of this fame Chapter ; There are Three that bear Record
in Heaven, the Fatber, the Word and the Holy Gbyf ; and
dhere are Three that bear Witnefs on Earth, the Spirit, axd
the Water, and tie Bloa. 'Thele always bear Withels unta
all Men under Gofpel-Light, of the Truth of Chriflianity.
Kor thisis the Witnefs of God,which be bath teftified of bis Son.
( Verfe gth. ) But do all Men receive this Witnefs ; and fee/
the Force and Truth of what is witnefled ?  Alag, it is quite
‘otherwife. So in the prefentCafe : It is one Thing, to have
8 Witnefs of this Truth i# our {elves ; and another Thing,
to have it witnefled and made evident #s-our felves, to our
full Convifion and Satisfaltion. -

b ]

I now proceed to theConfideration of your laft Complaint ;
which is, that oxr Author and bis jezen Witnefles are pleafed
20 24/l us, that Men may be good Chriftians, ths’ they never bad
any clear Manifeflations of the Love of GOD ; and that Per-
,ﬁ;n m)uﬁ Sfind out their Faflification, by their Sanétification

2.

As to your firft Article, the Words in the Dialogue are,
(94z.108.) *“ How many true Belicvers are there,who may
“ have never experienced fuch c/ear, RAVISHING, and UN-
“ QursTIONABLE Manifeflations of the Love of GO D to
‘ their Souls ?"’ ——— But you have be’n pleafed to exprefs
it very differently, fo as quite to hide the genuine Purport of
she Paflage : Whether this was upon Defign, that you might

malse
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~ make the more plaufible Appearance in your Oppofition to
it, or not, you can beft tell.~~-~ ] have already fpoken to this
$bject ; and fhall therefore pa% it over now ; and proceed
tv the laft Part of your Complains, That Perfons are put up-
on prding out their Fuflificciion, &y vwoir Sandtification. It
mult e obferved, that the Sandtification by which Believers
are put upon evidencing their Juftificatica, ir ihe Book you
oppofe is -hus defcribed ; ¢ The Fruits orvle SPIRIT in
Heart and 1 "f2 — ¢ An habitual Courfc of vivavL and #rue
Holinefs — * & Principle of Holinefs in the Heers, and a
Carefulnefs to - oratically hely in Life and Converiation,
— Sorrow for i:d Hatred of all Sin, Love to Foijnefs
and unfeigned End-1vours of Conformity to COD in all
Things— ‘¢ Finding the purifying Effefts of Faitn
“ Having o:d Things paft away, and all Things becorne

yew == This, all thiz, and nothing but this, is progo-

fed in the Dialogue, as = Evidence of our Juftification.
And now, let us conhdsr what is yowr Reprefenta-

tion of this Matter. You thus cprefent the Dotrines,which -

you charge us with : — Thas « good Life, i.e. good Works,
are a fufficient Evidence of a Max’s Fuftification. (P.13.)
That we do fo much Honour to Moiality, in fuch a Day as
- tbis, as to make ‘it agood Evidence of & Man’s Title to the
seavenly Inberitance, when be can find niohing elfe. (1bid.)
‘A hat we fay a Confederacy ( with the Armi:ians) in this ene
- Ariicle of a good Life’s being a jufficient Eviacrce of ajujiified

&gin o (Povg. ) That thefe Miniflers give ii wnder their

Maws, that Men may conclude, that they ave gooi Chriftians,
Jren: dhe Goodnefs of their Lives. ( P.17. )

And now, my dear Brother, T appeal to the World, and

evzn to your felf, whether this be a juft and fair Reprefenta.

tion of the Cafe. Look back, I pray, and confider what
Motive you could have to infinuate, that we aold fuch Doc.
trines as you there reprefent; unlefs it were to blacken our
Charaers, prejudice your Readers againft us, and find a
groundlefs Occafion of Triumph! You tell us, that you
coould gladly bave let them ( the Bofton-Minifters, who fign'd
the Preface to my Book ) adine, if your Confeience would have
let you alone. ( P, 18.) But would not your Confcience let
you alone, without treating them with fo much Injutice and
Injury ! Or indeed how could it Jet you alone, while you
sere doing this! Thele
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Thefe huwever are the Dofirines you oppofe, which you |
calculate your Arguments againft, and which you cry out of,
in fuch a warm and vehement Manncr. But how do all your
Exclamations at all afte&t the Dialcgue, where there are no
fuch Doétrines to be found ?—Will it fatisfy you, if 1 now
publickly declare, that I do not think, that merely an external
good Life, 1. e. gosd Woris, isa fuflicient Evidence to any
Man, of his Juftification ; and that 1 do not do fo much Ho-
nour to Mora.ity, as to make it a good Evidence of a Man's
Tile to the heavenly Inheritance, when he can find Nuthing
elfe. Ifthis will fatisfy, I will make that Declaration as pub-
lickly, and as repeatedly as you can reafonably defire ; and I
doubt not,thofe Bofon-Miniffers,to a Man, will join with me.
But yet I muft have better Light, before 1 can renounce one
Article of what is faid in the Dia/sgue upon this Subject ; for

the following Reafons.

1. Becaufe 7o Man ever had or will have the Fruits of the
Spirit in his Heart and Life, a Principle of Holinefs in his
Heart, and a conftant Care to be prafically holy in his Con-
verfation ; No Man ever did or ever will maintain an habi-
tual Courfe of vital and true Holinefs, {Fc. without a faving
Intereft in and Union to Chrilt by Faitb. And on the con-
trary, every Man who hath an Intereft in Chrift, and Union
to Him by Fsith, is, and will be boly, in the Manner defcri-
bed : And therefore they who are thus holy, they whofind in
themfelves the purifying Effests of Faith, and none'but they,
have good f{ufficient Evidence of a juftified State. |

That no Man ever was, or canbe thus A¢y, without an
Interelt in Chriflt by Faith, is aflerted by our Lord himfelf,
Foh. xv. 4, 5. As the Branch cannvot bear Fruit of itfelf, except
it abide in the Vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in me. ——w
For witheut me, or (as it might be rendred) feparate from me,
ye can do Nothing. —— "1'hat every one is thus holy, who is
interefted in Chrift by Faith, is prov’d by the Scriptures fol-
lowing. A&sxv. 9. Purifying their Hearts by Faith. 2 Cor.

" V. 17. If any Man bein Chrif?, be is a new Creature : o/d
Tbings are paffed away ; bebold, ali Things are become 1egy),memmms
Now can it poflibly be true, that all thofe and none but thofe
who have the Holinefs delcribed, are interefted in Chrift ;
and yet, that fuch Holinefs isnot a good Evidence of our

Intereft in him ?
2. Another
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2. Another Reafon,why the Holine/s deferibed ought to be
confider’d as a good Evidence of our [Jultiffcation, is, becaufe
the Seripture does fo confider it.=—1"he firlt Epiftle of Fobn
(Chap iii ) does particularly propofe to us the Holiny/s which
has be'n delcribed, as an lividence of our being the Childien
of GOD; and aflures us, that 2y this the Children of GOD
are manifeft, and the Children of the Devil: — This Argu-
ment was ful'y flated and profecuted in the Dialigue. You
ate there fhewn at Jarge the Unreafonablne{s of your Pretence,
that we muft not evidence our Jufltification by that, which
GOD himfelf has told us, is a fure Mark and Evidence of
it ; and without which he has aflured us, that we are not in
a jullified State : you are fhewn the Abfurdity of pretending,
thit we muft not make it manifeft to our felves, whofe Chil-
dren we are, by that which GOD himlelf has told us, is a
progerManifeflation of it.—— To all which jox have not feen
Caufe to make any Aufwer; and you muft allow me to fup-
pole, that you never will, nor never can, make any pertinent
or confiitent Anfwer toit.  For it wil ] certainly be found
true, at the great 'I'rial, that not cvery ome that [aith unto
Chrilt, Lord, Lord, fhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven 5 but
be that doth the Will of bis Father, which is in Heaven, Matth.

Vil, 21. .

3. Another Reafon,why we ought to confider the Ho/ing/s -
above defcribed, asan Evidence of our Juftification, is, becaule
many of the Children of GOD mult otherwife be forcd to walk
in the Dark, without any Evidence in their Favour. They
- may be able to rrjoice in this Teffimony of their Confeiance,
that in Simplicity and goaly Sincerity, not with flufoly Wiiddm
but by the Grace of GOD, they Fave fad their Converfation
in the World 5 and they cught with the Apo?% (2 Cor.ir2.)
to rejoice in it accordingly: when yet they may doubt,whether
their Faith ( abftrallly confidered ) be fincere and genuine,
—Suppofe, for Example, that a doubting Chrifhan fhould
propole his Cafe to your felf in the following View : infoim-
ing you, That aficr fharp Excreife by diltrdling Convidlion
of his $in and Guilt, a humbling Senfe of his own Timpaotence,
and a deep Imprefiion, that he could not kelp lumfelf, but
abfolutely lay at Meicy, Fe bad fuch a Diltovery of the futh-
ciency of Chrift, as caufcd him at that "I'ime { as he then fup-
poled ) heartily and joyfullv o comply il t.oc G jp0) O_[fﬂ{".

) Ve
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He likewile informs you, That frem tlat Time forward he has
found a ¢reat-Charge in his ‘Thoughts and  Affeétions, that he
has kept a Arif? Watch over his Heart and Life ; and can tru-
ly fay, that he Aares a// Sin without Relerve, and groans after
Deliverance hiom all the Remainders of his Corruptions and
Impurfetions ; that he delights in all the Ways and Ordinan-
ces of God, and in the Cnildren of God ; that he is habitu-
ally difpos'd to ?/pz’rimal(y m:nded 5 and confciencioufly
caretul, to difchargl the refpective Duties of every Relation he
fuitains. This he tells you, is the Sum of all the Evidence
that he can now find in his Favour. He has never had fuch
CLEAR RAVISHING and UNQUESTIONABLE Manifeflations ¢f
the Love of God, as fome others {peak of : Or what Foys and
tranfporting Comforts he has at any Time expericnced, are now
fled from him, and he can’t recover 'em. —  Faith is defcri-
bed, as the fubflance of Things boped for 5 and the Evidence of
Things sot feen.But he is afraid, whether he hasfuch a fenfible
and realizing View of unfeen and eternal Things, as this De -
{cription amounts to; and therefore afraid he has no trucFaith.
He that truly believes in Chrift, mutt Aate Fatber and Mo-
thery &c. and even bis own Life for bis fake : but he is afraid,
whether he has attain’d to this ; and therefore doubts of the
Sincerity of his Faith, === Now, what Anfwer would you
give him @  Would you tell him, that if he be a deferted Be-
liever, A Chrift is what be wants,a Chrift is what be muft bave,
a Chrift is what be will bave. Nonebut Chrift, None but Chrift,
is the Language of his Soul! as you exprefs it (P. 19 }— Why,
He tells you, that Chrif? is the continual Subjeét of his Tho'ts
and Defires 3 and if he had a thoufand Worlds to difpofe of,
he woud frecly give them all, for good Evidence ofpan In-
tereft in Chriff. —Would you now advife him to go on in his
Doubiings, Darkncts and Dilcouragements (negle€ing Self-Ex-
amination, and Endeavours to clear up his Intereft inChrift, by
all proper Means) until God rewvcals bis Sun to bim again } Or
otherwife, would vou endeavour to remove his Doubts, and
encourage him cheerfully to depend upon Chrilt as his Savi-
our ; without giving Way to his Dilcouragements about his
Inteiclt in him ; and to ftrive to aétFaith vow, and relolve to
venture his eternal Interefls, with Comfort and Courage, in
the blands of that Saviour, who has alicaly done fo much
for his Soul, and indeed givem bim the carncfl of the blefed

Hope,
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Hipe .«=== I have not here reprefented to you a mere Crea-

ture of my Imagination , but a Cafein Faél, which as to the
Subltance of it often occurs,

4. Another Reafon, why I muft infift upon the Truth and
Importance of this Doftrine, is, becaufe the contrary %0 this
opens & wide Door to a fa//e Hipe and Prace 3 and if once ge-
. nenally received, might be s Means to deggive Multitudes . of
poor Souls,to their eternal Perdition, —— If poor Sinners can
once perfuade themfelves, under the Influence of a warm Ima-
gination, that they are the Favourites of Heaven, and that they
are not to evidence their Juftification by their Sané?ification,
the may go on peaceably and fecurely, .even with 'L'ranfports
of Joy, in Expeétation and imaginary Affurance of Happine(s,
tho' they have never experienced that great and important
Change of Regeneration ; and tho' they fall valtly faort of
that jpiritual Mind and heavenly Converjation, which is the
diftinguithing Chara&erittick of a Chriffian indeed. That this
has be'n, and ftill is, the Cafe of Multitudes of poor deluded
Souls, is evident to the World. Great and numerous Sedls
and Parties have taken thcir Rife and Progrefs from this dan-
gerous Miftake.~—— From this delufive Dream fprang up the
Familifts, Muggletonians, Ranters, Seehers, Quakers, Fifth-
Monarchy- Men, &c. in the laft Century. From hence likewife
did the French Prophets take their Rife, fome Years ago. And
the prefent Moraviani/m, which fo greatly threatens our Land,
is the Offspring of the fame haughty und deluded Imagina-
tion. I muftin faithfulnefs add, that I have never known the
'Time, when the Minifters of Chrik had & louder Call to ftand

up for the Caufe of Holime/s, or vital and practical Chriftianity,
than they now have.

You will Anfwer to this (asin P. 18 ) that tho' ths Serip-
ture makesHolinefs the Mark of a jufiified State ; yet not fsparats-
ly from the Witnefi of the Spirit, aud the divine Sealings, which
the Scripture makes the common Priviledge of all Believers,
Not to take Notice of the Impertinency of thisAniwer, Floline/s
(undifguifed,true & vitalHolinefs,I mean,which is the neceflary
Evidencg of faving Faith, and « good Eftate, fuch Holinefs as
was senfider’d in the Dialsgue,) being in itfelf a Witne/s of the
Spirit, and a divine Staling to Believers ; I muft obferve, that
thofe under fuch warm Imaginations, will readily anfwer in

U yout
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your Words, that eehen Men da exercife true Faith, they are,al-
evayt /enfible of it ( P.12.) Lhey themielves are accoraingly
Jenfivle of it 5 and ahewetone Azgge that they have tue Faith,
T'hey may anfwer to every Uhing of this Kind,that can be faid
to them, as you do, that the Way- to know that a Mian is really
jufified, is to find that in himj:lf, that aoth juftify ; and not to
fud that wkich don’t juftisy. (P. 19 ) ( Your Language here
does not teem {oAnti-arminian 3 but I {pare Refle€tions of this
Nature.) Now,they fuppofe they find r4is ; and are therefore
fafe.— ! hey may add, thata Man may as cafily make a World,
ar meintain a Courje of vital and true Holinels, witboxt Mani-
feflation. (P.20.) They therefor  as they imagine, do maintain
a Courfe of vial and true Ho/ine/s ( notwithftanding their Sin
and Imperfe&ion) for they have Manifeflation, which ( accor-
ding to you and them is¢/lemtial to fuch a Life, and therefore

{peaks the Being of it.

5. Another Reafon, why I muft yet hold faft tbis Doltrine,
is 5 that it has been conltantly taught by «// our eminent Di-
vines, in all Ages of the Church, And I have not fuch an
Apprehenfion of my own Sufficiency, as to venture to forfake
the Footfleps of the Flock,without better Reafon for it. --T'here
have indeed numerous Seffaries 1ifen in the Church, in the
feveral Ages of it, who have taught fuch Doétrive as that I
am now oppofing : But there have never been wanting {uch
eminent Servants of Chrilt, as have oppofed and refuted the
dangerous Miftake. And it has ever remained (as far as 1 have
been able to obferve) the received Doftrine of the true Church
of Chrift, from the Apg//es 'I'imes until now, that Senfifica-
tion (‘uch Santificaticnas | have defcribed) isa good Evidence
of a ju/tjfiea Stare.  Where there have been great Differences
about other Matters, this has flill he’n agreed upon, as a facred
"T'ruth. And I believe, it will be hard tor you to find one fin-
gle Divine of Fminency in the Church ( the Antinomians and
fuch Seflaries as are above mention’d, only excepted) who will
contiadict this Troth, —— If any would fee this Matter fet
in a ftiong, full and clear Light, let "¢ read that exce lent
Book before meution’d, Mr. Sueraro’s Sound Delicver. (Bo-
flox-Ldition, from p. 236, to p. 247.) 1 can’t forbear upon this
Occafion, to tranfciibe one folemn and pathetick Paflage from
thence, which loudly demands our Attention,

"« Suppofe
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“ Suppofe (fays he) thou wert now lying upon thy Death.
“ Bed, comforting thy telf in thy eleffed and juft. fed State :
““ Suppofe the Spirit of God fhould now grapple with thy
“ Conicience, and tell thee, that if thou ait jafified, then
““ thou art cavled and fanftifed, (2 Thefi i1 3, 14 ) Is it thus
“ with thee ? Mhat wi:c thou anfwer ? 1f thou layeft, thou
““ art wot janttified, the Word and Spirit will bear Witnefs a-
‘ gainft thee, and fay, T'hen thou art not elesied and juftified.
“ If thou ayelt thou knowelt not, thou lookeit 7oz to Sanéti-
“ fication, or Fruits of the Spirit ; They will then reply,
““ How then can’ft thou fay, T'hou art e/efted and juftified ?
“ Foritisa Truth as.clear as the Sun, and as immovable as
¢ Heaven and Earth, Nore aie elefted and juftified, but they
¢ are aliofanét:fied ; and they that ate not Janitified, are not
“ juftified. Rom. viii. 1, 13. And now tell me, bow you
‘¢ can have Peace, unlels you make your Faces like Flint, before
““ the Face of God's eserna/ Triuth 5 or heal your Conicience
¢ with fuch a Plaifter, as will not ftick !

But it’s now Time to confider what you have to fay againft
this Doétrine. Yo defire (you fav) to produce your Caufe ;
ana to bring forth your firong Reafons againji it. (p. 15.)

1. Your firlt Reafon is, It's adapted to fettle a!l firiét Plari-
Sees, upon the damnable Foundation of theiy own Works, Among
vhe many Thoufands of firilt Pharijees, into whoje Hands that
Jittle Book may come, is there one but may think himjelf a good
Chriftian,according to it ? No, not ome. (p. 15.)-= 'his requires
but a fhort Anfwer. If a ftri€& Pharilee may have the Fruit
of the Spirit in his Heart and Life ; if he may maintain an
habitual Courfe of vital and true Holinefs ; if he may have a
Principle of Holinefs in hisHeart,& be caretul to be pradtically
holy in his Life and Converfation ; if he may have a Sorrow
for, and Iatred of all Sin, a Love to Holinefs, and an un-
feigned Endeavour of Conformity to God in all Things; if he
may find in himfelf the purifying Effeéts of Faith ; if he may
have old ['hings palt away, and all Things bccome pnew in
him ; and yet remain but a fril? Pharifeeilill, your Argument
joft.  But if not, it is altogether impertinent ; and an un-
juilifiable Reproach to thofe Reverend Minifters, who atteft-

ed to the Dialigne, as well as to the Author of that Bolgk.
or
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For it is fuch Holinefs, defcribed in the very Words above ci-
ted , that is propoled in the Dialegue, asan Evidence of our
Juttifcation,

2. Your fecond Reafon is, that it tend, to keep thofe who are
but little concerned, from being much concerned, about she Things
that belong to their Peace. (p. 16 ) To which it’s fufficicnt An-
{wer, that they who have the Sandtification defcribed in the
Dialogue, have no Caule of diftrefling Concern about their
State : But have Reafon to adore and magnify the Riches of
that Grace, by which they have been tranflated out of the
Kingdom of Darknefs, into the Kingdom of God’s dear
Son..— And on the contrary, they who have not the Sanéti-
fication there delcribed,have Reafon to be awakened by what is
there taugh*, f11ce it is evident concerning them, that they are
in a S:ate of Death and Perdition. ‘

3. Your third Reafon is, that it tends to make thole who are
in the Bittcrnefs of their Souls enquiring what they fball do to
be Javed, lale theirConvictions, and fo fiop floort of Chrift and the
new Creatiure.  The fame Anfwer will ferve to this, as was
given to the lait Argument. For it is certain, that {uch who
have thie Holinels defcribed in the Dialogue, are in Chrift ;
and are new Creatures alieady ; (as 1 have fully proved) and
therelore, cannot be in danger of itopping fhort ot Chrift and
the new Creature, Andas for thofe, who have »o¢ that Holi-
nels there delcribed, the Dialogue tends to awaken them, and
not to beat off their Convittions, fince it exprefly reprefents
and proves them to be toe Children of the Devil.

4. Your fourth and laft Reafon is, that Fire doth nat more
acturally afcend upwards, than this  Doclrine tends to fill the
World with Oppofers to the gruricus Work, which God is now
carrying om in the Muititule of bis tender Mercies. (p. 16 ) —
To wiich I an{wer, ] have prov'd the Doétrine which is
taugh: in the Dialaguc, to be agreeable to the Word of God ;
and therefore it canno’, unlefs by accident, any Way tend
to fill the World with Oppofers to the glorious Work, which
God has be'n carrying on in the Land. ‘There can be no real
Repugnancy, between the Word and the Works of Geod.
And]l muit needs fay,(519) that vau do not give due Honour to
that glorivus Difpiay of Divine Grace, which has been fo

manifef3




againff Mr. Crofswell’s Exceptions 35

manife/} among us, when you rank thofe who are pleading for
the Neceflity of true Holinejs, among the Cppofers of 1t

That there kas been a mof? gloricus Marifeflation of the di-
vine Pawer and Grace, in the Conviction and hopeful Conver-
fion of great Numbers in thele Provinces, is what oxghe ¢g be
acknowledeed to the Praife of GOD, by all fincere Chriflians.—
But, that there isa ftrong and violent Oppofition to this af-
tonithing Progre(s of G O D’s glorious Grace, is a fad and la-
mentable Truth. O that fuch Oppofers could duely confi-
der, againft whom they are magnifying themfeives 3 and what
their Oppofition is like to come to, in the Conclufion !

I think, I have had pretty good Advantages, to obferve the
Springs and Occafions of that violent Oppofition to the Work
of GOD ; which appears to me to be a Land-defiling Sin at
this Day, and threatens us with the juft Refentments of a jea-
lous GOD: And as far as 1 can difcern, it principally takes
it Rife from the following Ca#/es.

- I look upon it to be firftly owing to Men’s priud anbumbied
Hsarts, that can'’t bear to ftoop to the Scewreignty of God,
——This whole Work has been a Difplgy of jovereign Grace.
One has been taken, and amother left : Some grols feandalius
Sinners have been called, when others of more innocent and
inoffenfive Lives have beenleft to go onin their former
Security : Many young Perfons have been pluckt out of the
Arms of their youthful Vanity and Madnefs, into the Em-
braces of redeemingLove ; while many sgzsProfeflors ofReligi-
- on ‘have bad noPart or Lot in this Mattcr. Now, T his awakens
~ their latent Pride, Self-Righteoufnefs, and Enmity of Heart
to the divine Sovercignty. They can’t bear the Suppofal,
that GOD has not a good Efteens of thofe. whom they think
well of ; that he does not propertion his fpecial Favours to
Men's external Condu& ; or that he has no Motive to the
Difpenfation of his converting Grace, but his mere good Plea-
fare. Alas, They who could bear thefeDoétrines well enough
WSpceulation, are now embitter’d againft them,when they ap.
pear in a praffical View, and they fee fo many Excmplifica.
tions of "em, in this Work of fpecial Grace among us.

A




36 A Defence of the Dialogue, &

A fubordinate Caufe of this Oppofition is the Se/f-Eficem
and Seyf Flattery, which poor proud Sinners are wiling to
entertain, The vifible, Effeéls of this gracious Vilitation are
what they bave had no Experience ot. 1t they allow this to
be the #ork of GOD, they muft conclude themielves to be in
a dangerous and miferable State ; 3 which they are not willing
to fuppole. And they have thereforc no Way to efcape a-
wakening and dx&reﬂing Apprehenfions 5 but by rejecing thi
whole Work. Hence They fet themfelves in t.)gpohnon
to that and their eternal Interefls together,

I may add to this, T hat one principal Occafion of this vio-
Jent Oppofition is, the great Jrrigularities of fome, that
havc appeared emiuently zealous in this, Caufe. 'Thole Dif
oracrs and Confufions, that have be'n brought into our folemn
Aflemtlies ; 'Thofe publick Lay-Exbortations, that have be’n
countenanced and encouraged by fome of our Minil (try ; I'hofe
Pretences which have been made o extraordinary Inpirations,
or at leaft to fuch {pecial Jmpu/fes, as are to be eficem’d a
Rule of our Conduét ;  Thofe cenforious fuz.fiives againft
Minifters and others, ofgood Report for their Piery, which
have b’en too commonly pratticed, from a pretended Capaci-
ty to judge their interiour State ; tngethc,r with the publick
Exclamations againtt ®me dofrinal Truths, that are plainly
legible in the Word of GOD, and have be'n the conftant
and received Principles of the Reformation 5 whercof 1 have
now a famous Inftance before me : Theje Things have done
valtly more, than ali the united Endedvours of the Enemies
of that Caufe could poflibly have done, to bring Obloquy
and Reproach upon this Work of the Liord among us. The/e
Things have given h.vamage, to fuch fecrct Enemics of this
Worl:, to appear spen/y againt it, wiso were betore lilent, and
could not have cppofed it, without bringing a‘vcandal and
Infamy upon v ,emlelves. T/"z fe Things haveadminittred Mat-
ter of ‘I'riumph,tu the open Adve:faiies of fpecial Grace 5 and
cauled them tw fav, A4h, fo wsuid we Dave it ! —— "L'nele
‘Things have prov’d Mattcr of lumliing, to Mulitudes of
omcré, who would otherwife have boeen at leall wuiwardly
Fricnds to this Wouik § but they unrcaionubly judging the
whole Work by thele manifels Jrogularities, are broaght
to defert their “mmer Principles 5 ard to run over i

great Nunbes to sl Ungnies Gy Sush fud Lur}f'qléf‘msa
Lriviitons,
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Divifion, Defertions of our Profeflion and Principles, are
the Confequents of thefe Things, as greatly threaten the In-
terefts of Religion among us.—— What I have now obferv’'d
to you, is not merely Matter of Speculation ; but notorious
Fafl, oblerved and known and own'd by every Body, but
thofe who have been aéted by this miflalen Zea/, emmee This,
my dear Brother, is what demands yo#r ferious Attention.
Has God honour'd you, to be an Inftrument of fpecial Service
in his Caufe ! What a Pity is it, that yov, or any of your
zealous godly Brethien, that join in Sentiment with you,
fhould prove fo much as a remot2 Occafion of undermining that
Work, whigh you have been Inftruments of building up ! -

If now you are offended with me, for this plain dealing and
undifguifed Reprelentation of the Cafe ; if you are pleafed to
rank me among the Pharifees, and to cenfure me for an Oppo-
Jer of the Work of GOD ; I fhall have this Advantage of
you, I can chearfully and patiently bear theReproach, hearti.
ly love you, and pray foryou ; and I hope, I fhall find the

Comfort of a forgiving Spirit.

" . Let us in the next Place conficer what is according to yoxr
Account of the Matter, « good Evidince of our Juftification.
As joyful Diftoveries of Chrift ( you tell us ) are a vain Hope,

~without Holinefs 3 fois Holinefs without thefe.  Neither will do
alone 5 but both together may give a Perfen firong Confolation ;
and Evidcnce that be kath fled for Rejuge to the Hope Jit before

 him. (P. 18.) —If this be dittinétly confider’d, it will appear
to be vtterly inconfiflent, with the Relt of your Difcourle, as

well as inconfiftent with the I'ruth, S

1. It will appesr utterly inconfifient with the reft of your Dif-
eourfe. — With relpe& to Holine/s being in itlelf an Evidence
of our Juftification, you fay, There is Death in that Dolrine,
it leads right down To the Regions of Darknfs and Habitations
of De¢fpair. (p.a4) And among tie many Tinufands of frift
Pharifces, into wto/e Hands that little Book may come, is there
one but may think bimfelf a good Chriflian according to it ! No,
not one. (p.15.) Whence 1 argue, that if Holingfs, in it felf,
be no Evidence at all of our Jufification, but what has. Deasé
in it, and what may be obtdin’d by every ftriét Plarifee’; and
( as you alfo exprefs it ) by every c/lo/e Hypacrite under Hqg:}en ;

. F | ~ then
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then it will be no Evidence at all of our Juftification, when i.
is accompanied with joyful Difcoveries of Chrift. Whatever
Evidence our joyful Difcoveries may be, Holinefs ( according
to you ) can be none at all.  This is neceflarily true : orelle
it muft be true, that every ftri& Pharifee and every clofe
Hypoerite under Heaven, tho’ they have éefore no Qualifica-
~cation, but what /eads right dowon to the Regions of Darknefs,
and Habitations of Defpair ; yet when they have ( or imagine
they have ) fuch Difcoveries, they have good Evidence in their
Favour. Thatis, in plain Termns, Holinefs is no Part of our
Evidence that we are in a juftified State. For can that be a-
ny Part of our Evidence of a jultified State, whic /eads »ight
 dywn to Hell, and may be obtain’d by every flrilk Plarifce

and clofe Hyporrite under the Heavens  All the Dijcoveries
in theWorld won’t alter the Nature of Holjnefs ; it will pleafe
GOD no better, and confequently be no other Evidence for
us, when accompany’d with joyful Difcoveries, than before.
‘The Bvidence therefore, muit ( according to you ) reft whol-
ly upon joyful Difesveries of Chrift. And will you ftand to
this? No. For you obferve e

 Thefe filthy Dreamers ( who imagine this) are as far from
the Truth, as Hell is from Heaven. ( p. 18. )— Where are we
now ! The Evidence from Holine/s alone leads right down
to Hell ; and may be obtain’d by every firi€t Pharifee, and
clofe Hypocrite under Heaven. It can therefore certainly have
Nothing in it, but what is ¢4: For there can Nothing elfe
1¢:1 right down to Hel/ 5 there can'be Nothing elfe in the
Charalter of a ftri€t Pbarifee and clofe Hypocrite. We have no
Evidence then remaining, but joyfu/Difeoveries 3 & yet he that
~ yeceives thefe alome for Evidences in his Favour, you tell us,
i as far froni the Truth, as Hell is from Heaven. 'That is,
Botk thefe Evidences fzparately confider’d, have Nuthing at all
in’em. But tho’ they be, Each by it felf, Cyphbers 3 yet
Boti» being put together, they make up a fubfantial Sum.
——1[* is your Part to clear yourfelf of this Inconfiltency in
your Difcourfe, as well as you can.

2. I al{o charged this Do€rine of yours,with being contrary
ti Truth. Which thusappears: If Foy and Comfort are
never right and well grounded, but when they flow from good
Eviduie of our jupified State, then they ought not to be.

e ‘s — e s - his - conﬁdﬂ"d
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confidered as the Evidence it felf, or any Fart of the Evidence
of our Juftification. But the formeris true; as is fully
made appear in the Dialogse ( p. 47. ) to which I refer yous;
aud therefore the latter is true alfo. Our Foy muft arife
from and bear Proportion to the Evidence we have of our
juftified State, or elfe we rejoice without Rule or Reafon.
And if our Ewidence of our Juflification be previoxs to ous
Rejoicing, and muft in Order of Nature go before it ; then
our 'Rejvicing can be no Part of that Evidence.~—The Spirif
¢f GOD firlk witwefJeth with our Spirits, by fhewing us the
Eviaence of our Juttification ; and thence arifes the 7oy and
Comfort of Believers. When their Intereft in Chrift becomes
fenfible & fully evident to 'em, Foy is then no longer at their
Command ; they can’t help rejoicing with Foy unipeakaéle and
Jull of Glary. But when any Man rejoices in his good State,
without, previous Evidences of it, his Joy is unreafonable and -
delufive. True it iv, there may be a'very quick Tranfition
from Darknefs, to fpiritual Joy and Comfost; becaufe ths
Spirit of @OD can very quickly give good and clear Eviden-
ces of Juftification, as was thewnyou in the Dialsgue. emmems
In 2 Word, tho' Joys and Comforts are propofed in the
Scripture, as the blefled ' Priviledge of Believers ; yet they
are no where confidered as an Evidence of our Juftification 3
nor do I know of one Promilg of Salvation,in the whole Bible,
made to refoicing in a comfortable Perfuafion of our Intereft
in the Favour of GOD.—— Don’t forget here to diftinguifh
between tbis, which is a Priviledge or Benefit, and that.
delighting our felves in G O D, which is & Duty, of everlafting
Obligation, and of poflible Performance ( in fome Degree )
when thofe tranfporting Comforts are not enjoy’d. ’

The /aff Thing before me is, to confider that ftrange Af-
fertion of yours, that g Believer thus dejerted (i. e. {oasto
want fenfible Joy, and ravithing clear) Manifeftation ; for
that’s the true State of the Cafe, as in the Dialogue ) éaz as
Joorrcreate a World, as maintain a Conrfe of vital and true Ho-
linefsi. Your Reafons are, that fuch a Believer's Obedience
will be very flavifl and Jelfifo ;5 that it will be very anthankful,
and full of Jpiritual Pride ; ard that fuch a Believer can’t repent
of one of bis Sins. (P. 20, 21.) Thefe Things you ftrongly af~
fert, without any Proof ( or at lealt without any Thing that
Appears tg me, 1o carry the l(:a& Countenance of Proof in 'g)

| - P 7 cither




e 1o s e - - = B BN S s mme rees

40 A Defence ¢f the Dialogue, &J¢. -

either from Scripture, or the Natute of Things. You muft
pardon me, §ir, if | am conflrain'd to tell you upon this Oc-
cafion that it was for want of an Arquaintance with, or at leaft
c¢fa due Attendance to, the Subjelt you write of,that you have
ventur'd {o confidently to deliver {uch unaccountableDoétring.

~ That I may eftectually convince you ( and others who em:
brace the like Sentiments ) of your Miftake in this Matter, I
will anfwer you in the Words ef two very eminent Divines,
both of mucz greater Learning,and of much greaterExperience
in thefe Things, than either You or I. e

Dr. CorToN MaTHER, in his Cafe of a troubled Mind,
(P. 13, — 15.) thus fhews his Opinion, ~—*¢ It was well
““ remark’d by the great Voetius in his excellent Afeeticks [ a
¢ Book highly worthy to be ftudied by all Candidates of the
‘“ Miniftry ] that fuch bright Luminaries asthe Saints of
“ GOD, are they who {uffer thefe Ec/ip/es. Hypocrises are
““ the wandring Stars, which will not complain of this Cala-
“ mity. There may be Reafons for fuch a Difpenfation.

¢ e The Sovereign GOD will be fometimes Glori-

¢ fied ; by having his People to followw Him in the Dark. Our
+ ¢ glorious GOD is never more Glorified, than in our waiting
““ spon & Lord that bides bis Face ; never {o Glorified, as when
““ we can fay, Job XIII. 1g5. b0’ he flay me, yet will Itruft
“ in Him. 'The Love of GOD never /hines more brightly
¢ than when we can fo/low Him in the Dark, When we are

* afraid, that GOD will caf us eff, and yet our Hearts are
¢ fixed, O GOD our Hearts arefixed ; that we will mever cafp
““ thee off ! When we have our Jealoufy, whether GOD will
““ own us for His Children ; but {till we are determined, that
“ we will forever ownflim as osr GOD : When GOD feems
 to frown on our Devotions ; but ftill our unalterableDeter-
*¢ mination is, devoutly to c/caze unto Him : When GOD
“ getmits a Deyil to moleft us with blapbemons Pujeitions from
“ Day to Day ; and thefe Moleflations do but produce more
“‘ frecuent and fervid Acknowvledgements of GOD, in ourSouls,
¢ conurachiting the vexatious Bla/pbemies : Yea, if GOD
“ feems to treat us as Dogs, but ftill we will keep at his Feet,
“* waiting for.the Crumbs of his Mercy : This Gloriffes Him
* wonderfully ! 'Tofay, Omy GO D, Ths' thow aqf? not let
8 me know, that thu wilt fave me, yet 1 will [eek thes, Ifwi//
’ | ' Jewye
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“ ferve thee, Ievill ncver leave off to follow thee | 'T'his Glo.
*“ rifies GOD excecdingly. To follow GOD in the Dark,
“ ‘tis a thing that requires more Obedience, and more Dili-
““ gence, than to do it, when'ye have the Light of GOD fhin-
“ ing on our Paths, And fo to do, O Sou friving 10 enter
“ the firait Gate, fo to do, will mightily help to preparc thee
¢ for that World, where thou fhalt bebo/d the Face. of GOD
““ in Righteon/nefs 3 that World, where thou thalt have the

¢ Face of GOD forever fhining full upon thee."" e

Dr. Owen has’ largely handled this Cafe ; and obviated
all your pretendedReafons, in that excellent Book of his, upen
the CXXX Pla/m. * Tho' the Quotation will prove fome-
thing long, it may be of fpecial Service to fuch doubting
Chriftians as are in danger of being driven into Confufion by
this Difcourfe of yours ; and theretore well worthy to be tran-
{cribed for their Service.

““ Learn ((ays that excellent Divine) to diftinguifh between
“ Unbelief and Fealoufy. Thereisa twofold Unbefief. (1.)
“ That which is «niverfal and privative, fuch asis in all un-
‘“ regencrate Perfons. They have no Faith atall, that is,
“ they are deadMen ; and have no Principles of {piritual Life.
¢“ 'This I fpeak not of, it is eafily diftinguithed from anyGrace
“ being the utter Enemy andPrivation as it were of them all.
¢ (2.) There is an Unbelief partia/ and negative, confifting in
“ a {taggering at, and queftioning of the Promifes. This is
“ dilpleafingto GOD, a Sin which is attended with unknown
¢¢ Aggravations, tho' Men ufually indulge themfelves in it.
¢ ——mee We are ready to fuppofe, that we have all the Rea-
¢ fons in the World, every one fuppofeth that he hath thofe
s that are thore cogent than any other, to quettion the Pro-
¢ mifes ot Grace,Pardon, andForgivenefs ; and therefore that
“ the Queftioning of them is not their Sin, but their Duty.
¢ But pretend what he will, this is {peaking againt GOD ;
¢¢ limiting of him ; and that which is our keeping off from
¢ Stedfaftnefs and Comfort. S

¢ But now, there may bea Fealufy ina gracious Heart,
¢ coneerning the Love of Chriff, which is acceptable to him,
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A Defence of the Dialogue, &,

at leaft, which hg is tender towards, that may be i sk

for this Queftioning of the Promifcs ; and {o help v keep
the Sou! in Darknefs and Difconfolation. This the §paufe
exprefleth in herlelf, Cant. viii. 6. Love is ffrong as Death,

Fealoufy is bard as the Gravd, the Caals thereof are Coals of

Fire,wbich bath a moff vebament Flamz. Love is the Founda-
sion. The Root (but yet it bears that Fruit which is bit-

““ ter, tho' jt be wholfome) that which fills the Soul with

¢ great Perplexities ; and makes it cry out for a nearer, and
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more fecure Admifiiou into the Prefence of Chrift.  Ses me
( faith the Spoufe ) asa Seal upon thy Heart, as a Seal upin
thine Arm 5 for Jealoufy iscruel as tbe Grave. 1 cannot
b:ar this Diftance from thee, thefe fears of being dilregard-
ed by thee. 8¢t me as a Seal on thy Heart. o

‘““ Now this {piritual Fealoufy is the Solicitoufnefs of the
Mind of a Believer, who hath a fincere Love for Chrift, a-
bout the Heart, Affeétion, and good Will of Chrift towards
it, ariilng from & Confcioufnels of its own Unmorthings ta
be-beloved by him ; or accepted with him. All caufelefs
Jealoufy arifeth from a fecret Senfe and Conviction  f Un-
worthinefs, in the Perfon in whom it is ; and a bigh Efteers
of the Perfon, who isthe Objeft of it ; or, conceming
whofe Love gnd Affettion any one is Jealous, So it is with
this {piritudl Fzalkufy, the Root of it is Love, fincere Love
that cannet be quenched with Waters, sor drowned by Floods.
( Verte 7.) which Nothing can utterly prevail againft, hor

‘overcome.- This gives the Soul bigh Thoughts of thé glo-

rious Excellencies of Chriff, fills it withAdmiration of him.
T'hefe are 2zixed with a due Senfe of i1s own Bafenefs, Vile-
nefs, and Ungorthinefs to be owned by him, or accepted
with him. Now if thefe Thsughts on the cre Hand, o
the other, be not dirofted, guided, sud mauaged aright by
Faith, which alone can fhew the Soul, how the Glhryeof
Ckhrift confilteth principally in this, that he being fo excel-
lent and glorious, is pleafed to /Awe #s, with Love inex-
preflible, wheare vile and finful ; Queflionings about the
Love of Chrift, and thofe attended with much Anxiety and

Trouble of Mind, will arife. Now this Frame, may be

fometimes taken for a Queftioning of the Promifes of GOD
and that to be a Defzét of Fuith, -which is anExcefs of Lov?3
or at moft, fuch an iiregular ating of it, as the éaloffé“
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. Chrit will be very tender towards ; -and which is conffens
% with Peace, and a dug, Senfe of the Forgivenefs of Sins,
" Miffake not then tiefe, one foranother, left much canfe/efs
® Ungaietnefs enfuey in the Judgment which you are to make
“ of yourfelves. “ But you will fay, how fhall we diffingai/b
¢ between thefe two, {o as not caufelgfly to be difquieted and
. ¥ perplexed ! 1 anfwer briefly. | |

Y , .
- % 1. Unbelief, working in and by the queftioning of the
* Prowifes of GO, is a weakening, disheartning, dijpiriting
“ Thing. It takds off the Edge of the Soul from fpiritual
% Duties ; arid weakens it both as to Delight and Strength.
“ But Jealoufy, that is exercifed about the Perfos and
- ¢¢ Love of Cbhriff, is of another Natare, and produceth other
““ Effeits : It chears, enlivens and enlargeth the Soul, flirs
‘““ up to Aélivity, Earneftnefs and Induftry, in it’s Enqui-
“ ries after Chrit. Fealsufy ( faith the Spoufe ) is bard as
the Grave ; therefore, Set me as a Seal upon thy Heart, as
““ g Scal upon thine Arm. It makes the Soul reftlefly Pant
“ after more {enfible and more aflured Communion with
“ Chrift. It flirs up vigorous and aétive Spirits in all Du-
““ ties. Every Doubt and Fear, that it ingenerates, concern-
‘“ ing the Love of Chrift, firs #p tbe Soxlunto more Ear-
‘¢ neftnefs after him, Delight in him ; and fedulous Watch-
 ing againft every Thing, that may kceg, it at a Diftapce
“ from him ; or occafion him to hide, *withdraw, or abfent
¢ Himfelf from it, | RS -

[ Y

“ 2. Unbelief, that queftions the Promifes, is univerfally
¢ Selfyb. It begins and ends in Self-Love.  Defires after
“* Freedom from Guilt, Danger and Punifbment, are the Life
‘“ and Soul of it. May this End be attain’d, it hath no De-
“ light in GOD ; Nor doth it care what Way it be attain’d,

“ fo it may be attain’d, — — —

But ¢ The Fealufy we {peak of, hath the Perfon of Chrift

‘““ and his Exvellency, for its conftant Ofjec?, Thefe it fills
“ the Mind with, in many and various Theughts, Afill
* reprefenting him more and more amiable ; and more de-
*‘ firable unto the Soul. So doth the 8peufe upon the like
¢ Occafion, as you may fee at Jarge, Cant, V. 9, 10,1 1,12,
- 13
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“ 13, 14, 18, 16, : Being at fome Lofs for his Prefengnfyf
“ be bad - withdrawn bimfelf, nat finding her winrted,, Couid

¢ munion and Jntercourfc with hitn, fearing that upen:, hew

¢¢ Provocation fhe might forfeit her Intereft in his Love 3 fhe "
“ falls upon the Confideration of all his Excellencies ; and .
¢ thereby the more inflames her felf unto Defires after his §
« Company and Enjoyment. ~And thefc diverfe Things may _§

« be thus diftinguifhed and difcerngg. "

“Thus, ( Sir) you have a full, vcl‘ear an&articular Reply to

all your Reafonings upon this Head ; fron® one of the great-
elt and beft of Divines. . .

I might eafily have refuted your feveral Reafons particu-
larly ; and I might confront them with Telimonies from
the moft able and experienc’d Divines under each Head dif-
tintly - but it would be a fuperfluous Labour, —— How-
ever, 1 fhall give” you a fhort Paflage out of Mr. SHEPARD'S

Ssund Believer, in Oppolition to the third Reafon you give,

for this fingular Opinion of yours.

Says that excellent Author, « You will find this certain,
¢ that as the Lord therefore bambles that he may exalt, {3
« the Lord never refufeth to exalt ( in biding bis Face ) but
¢ itis so bumble. |

" And I muftbeg your Patience, while I juft obferve how .

evenMr.CrosswELL's 229/ has furnifh’d me with a notable
Teftimony in the Cafe before us. You your {elf ( Sir ) have
faid enough, in afew Lines of your 19th Page, to {uperfede
the whole of your following frange Dolrine. Pray, turn
to that Page, where {peaking of #ie poor deferted Believer,
that has loft al/ bis Fey, and-is in dreadful Darknefs, you make
theie :Conceflions :— ¢ Nonc biut Curist, None but CHRIST,
¢ is the Language of his Soul. And when GOD hath bim-
« blrd him toths Duft, and made CurisT precious to him
“ Jy the Want of Him, he reveals his Son to him again,&J¢.
—— Here, by your own Acknowledgement, is the Believer
deferted of his oy and in dreadful Darkuefs, yet HUMBLED

80 the Duj}, even before GOD reveal Fis Sen to bim again.

Sprely then, foch an one has an evident Token of Salvation,
which if he can but difcern upon himfelf,he may fetch prefent

. Support

Y S s e i
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Fy rt and Comfort from that Word, Ged giveth Graze to.
‘?m”};[q tho® it fhoui@nﬁ pleafé God' ié’ favour him with

- &)}*{“ iubeble, clear and ravifbing Manifeflations of bis Love —

 Agiin by ypur owchﬂion, here’s a deferted Believer 10

r* - liniC gms'r is pRIBI0US ; the Language of his verySou/ is,

" Nong buz Carist, Nome but Chrift for me. Sure, this is a

& good Evidence;, which he may and ought to take the Comfort

* ook o 'lo'n"g,astha Text ggnds in the Bible, To you which be-
Tiewe,Chrif is p?* —

In fine, by your own Confeffion,

Here is a deferted@@®liever, to'whom God makes Chriff pre-
cious By +heW anY of Him ; — which Lunderftand of God’s
fan&tifying to the Believer his Wint of the fenfibleComfarts of
Chtift’s Iﬁmfcnce, “and hereby exéiting his Faith and Love to
the Lotd Jefus, drawing out his Heart in holy Longings and

- Seekings after Him {’¢c. In which Cale certainly the Believer
*has ‘a good Evidence, and may emcourage himfelf from that
- Scripture, Bueffed are ye that bunger now,; tho' at prefent he
~ has no fuch clear unqueftionable tran{porting Taffes and Sights
~ ol the Love of God unto him, as fome others enjoy: — Dear
| Sir, are thefe Things {o, or not ? Will you fland to the Con-
, ¢¢ffors you have made ! If fo, your Difcourfe that follows,
- ‘mait ftand for Nothing ; and ferves only to fhew your Se/f-
. Imconfiffency — Oh, Sir, after you had made the Conceffions
~ above-recited, how could you fpeak with fuch Contempt of
- “your bumble aoubtingChriftians, as meerChimera’s inReligion
, and’exploye ’em as imaginary Monders ! How could you fo pe-
| remptoriiy pronounce, that “They who don’t feel anyJox in the
. Holy @€koft, don’t exercife Humility ” 2 How could you paint
| out fuch, as < always proud, (ulien, and obftinate in the fight of
- God 5 ae harden’d and unrelenting, and incapable of any Repen~
tance, but only Arminian or Legal ; as thofe who can't be
thankful for Fefus Chrift ; as very flavifb and felffb in their
Obedience, Vike Docg detained before the Lord ; and tho’ their
Obledience be {o bad, vet depending upan that, for Want of a
CnrisT to depend upon ! ** ——=It’s furprizing to me, that
you fhould not fee, you were in all this Reprefentation of
their Cafe, at lealt contradicting yeurfelf, if not alfo the Scrip-
tures ! — And how was it, that a godly Fear didn’t reftrain
your Fen in this Cafe, left you fhould incur the very Clarge
you've {oliberally thrown out wupon others, of offending 4-
gainf the Generation of God’s Children | —— Will you now
accept 2 Reproof from Mr. Ersking, one whom you have
cited as & goodAuthority ! In his laft Sermon on Ga/. il z:.

| c , | .
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e rance, Apphcaupn, and
'.“ upon the Worb of 01
% hear the Gofp‘ 4 _/hm& iom the

- ¢ Beligvers at Times. How m‘rerably do many confopnd
"% th Grqunds of Faith with the Mazks of Faith # e,

-‘ convinced by, your Reply-
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’hc haa tszcLWprds under tf‘ th Ule, ="« Hence fée%lm
¢t Dgrknefs thatobfcures many fpel Scrmdm, even amqng
‘thefe who are ogherwile evangelicaly yet in this the ; “ 5,.
mified, that they cannot take up af@pd/urance ¢‘x |
in thc Mattet. ?gFAlTH, diftiné? rom that 4f: amm -o: 6{
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S.a)t 2, which follows after Fanth .nor take up she Afli
App mnon ofWFaith, groun

Dty ofall”
nce of Senfe, Toun-
is-the Privilege of

« dcil'upon the Wonx of GOD, w

'I he whole is worth tranfcribing ; but'T muft fdrbear. .
Thus, Siz,, ,Ih;ve gwen Imu my Rea{'ons, why I am Qot
can truly fay, it is grievous to
me to be called tg 8 publick lepwtc with,éne, who has the
., Charaéter of & ;ealom Friend to vital Piety. — But I muft
" ¥ave' more Hopaur. for the Lord Jesus Cumist, and for bis
Truths, than far_hig frail and. imperfect Children, tho' I
" ovght to love them alfo ﬁncercly for 'his Sake. ---0'\!
how much bettc: would it be for you and I, to join
.Heart and Hand, in united Endeavau:s to carry on “the Caufe
of CHrisT, tham to flumble poor. Souls, that are enqui- f
ring the Way to Ziom, 2nd to give the Advcrfary an |
Occafion of Trinm bg b ¥ thele wur Tiebates |
- I refolve, by the help of Gm*e, that no Provocatjpn you
can give me, fhall prevent Brotheriy Love from continuing,
or make me ceafe to pray for the Succefs] of your Labquyse—
1 hope to meet you 1n that bleffed State, where you and I
fhall never dlﬁcr, in the Methods of glorifying GOD ; but
fhall eternally join in that Anthem of Prai e,— Urm bm that
hath lyved us, and wafbed us from our Sins in bis own Bleed,
and bath made us Kings and Priefls unto God and bis Sther §
20 bim be Glory and Dominion, forever avd ever. Amen.
I am, Six A9
Fan. 29. 1742,3. ~ Your Brother, and srvat,

T A{h{*”“ buﬂ..f.
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