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- 4 Difplay of GOD's fpevial GRacE.
' IN

A familiar Dialogue
.BETWEEN - |
A MiniftertSa Gentleman of hisCongregation.
About

The Work of GOD, in the Convi&ionand
Converfion of Sinners, fo remarkahly
of late begun and going on in th 3
American Parts. |

' WHEREIN

The OsjectioNs againft fome uncommon
Appearances amongft us are diftintly. |
confider’d, MisTAKEs re€lify’d, andthe
Work itfelf particularly prov'd to be |
from the HoLy Speirir. -

| With

An Apprtion, in a fecond Conferencey.
refating to fundry Antinomizn Princi--
ples, beginning to vbtain in fome
Places. - .- -~ 1

}
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To which is prefixed an AT’I’E;;?TIYO;!,ﬁ
by feveral Minifturs of Bofton.

Boston, N. E. Printed by Rogszs and |
FowLe, for S. Extor in Cornhill. 1742.
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The ATTESTATION.

E muft be a Stranger in Ifrael,
who has not heard of the uncom-
mon religious Appearances in the
feveral Parts of this Land, among Perfons
of all Ages and Charaiters.

This is an Affair awhich has in fome
Degree drawn eveiry One's Attention, and
been the Subject of much Debate both im |
Converfation and Writing. And the grand
Quejtion is,---- Whether it be a Work
of Gop, and how far it 1s fo ? |

The mof? ferious and judicious, both M-
niflers and Chriftians, have look’d wpen it te
be, in the main, a genuine Work of God,
and the Effelt of that Effufion of the Sei- .
Wit of Grace, gbich the faithful have been
praying, hoping, longing and waiting for [; -

while
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il The ATTESTATION.

whe at the fame Time they have look'd
upon fome CircumfEances attending ity to be
from natural Temper, buman Weaknefs, or
the Subt:liy and Malice of Satan permitted
to counter-act this Divine Operation.

But here rightly to diftinguith is a Mat-
ter of no fmall Difficulty ; and requires
both a feriptural Knowledge of, and an ex-
perimental Acquaintance with the Things
of the Spirit of God.

M. Edwards’s Difcourfe concerning the
diftingu.thing Marks of a Work of the

Seir1t of Gob, has met with-deferv'd Ac-

ceptance, and been of great Ufe.--- The fo’-

y dowing Peiformance, by ancther dear and

reverend Brother in a different Part of the

' Country, is alfo, in our Opinion, exceeding

|

weil adapted to ferve the fame Defign, viz.
to Belp People to judge of the prefent Work,
whether, and how far it is of Gob ; and
to remove thole Prejudices, which may keep
them from swning it to the Honour of Gop,
and from coming under the Power of it to -

 their own Salvation.

Here
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The ATTESTATION. i

Here the Reader will fee the ordinary
Work of the Spirit of Grace, i applying
the Redemption purchafed by Corift vo parti-
cular  Souls, judicioufly defcribed, in thofe
difiint Parts of i, Convittion, Con-
verlion, and Confolation : ',.lbe Neceffi-
ty of Regeneraiion and Faith in Order to
final Salvation, and the Nece[Jiry of Convic-
tion end Humiliation in Order -to- thefe,
clearly evinced, from the Reafon and Nature
of the Thing, as well as-the Method Gop
bas eftablifbed in bis Wod : Maftakes,
which might prove fatal and undoingy care-
fully guarded againft : And very Jafe and

Jutable Direions given t» one who is a-

wakened to thar Enquiry, What mult I do
to be faved ?----

W hoever takes up this Book and resds,
bas as it were in bis Hands a Glafs,
which he may behold what Manner <f
Perfon he is ; whether a natural or re-
newed Man, a Hypocrite ¢ a . found Belies
ver. ~.

The
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. are reading it, would as it were place
| -} themfelves in the Room of the Inquirer
- The Form in which it appears, is Dia=§ in the Converfution thus reprefented, with
logiftical ; in the Manner of o Converfas £ an openMind and a ferious Difpofition,
tion carried on by Perfons under borrowed § the important Things which are the Subjel
Names 5 which makes it not the lefs plea- % of ity might, by the Bleffing of Curist, be
Jant, entertaining, and inftruftive. It is @ ¥ Brought fo clofe and bome to them, as to pus
Method the beft [uted of any to anfwer the § them into fomething of a like Frame with
Defign :  Ior this Way of Inftruétion is. 3 that which the two Difciples were in,
the moft eafy and familiar 5 engages the § -while they convers’d with the rifen SAVIOUR
Attention more clofely, firikes the Mind § in their Way to Emmaus, who faid afier-
suore direltly, and gets the neareft decefs to § awards one to another, Did not our Hearts
Confcience, which the Reader will eafily § burn within us, while he talked with us
- difcern to be the [pecial Aim of the Authory ¥ by the Way, and while he opened to us

whofe Name would have been a ﬁ(ﬂ‘icientz;g the Scriptures ?
Recommendation of the Work, bad be theught %
it proper to have prefix’d it toa Performance : | '
+f this Kind. . And In recommending this Book to the
& World, we would be undmd as owning,
‘ '§ andbearing a publick Teftimony to, whas
But in the Want of that, as many of us % is calld the prefent Work of GOD in. thig
as have had the Pleafure to read it in Ma-y Land, as it is here {tated and diftingpith’d
nufcript, do with Freedom and Satisfelimy § feparatc;from thofe Diforders, Errors,
recommend it to thofe into whofe Hands iz § ond Delufions, which are only the unhappy
may come, and them to the ble[fed Influen- ¥ Accidents fometimes accompanying of it)to
ces of the DIVINE SPIRIT in the reading of = be fuch a glorious Difplay of the divine
it. And if particular Ferfons, while they T Pover
are g
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vi The ATTESTATION.

Power and Grace, as may well raife omr's
Wonder, excite our Praifes, and engage our g
Prayers for the Prefervation and Progrefs of A |

o | 4 ° Difplay of God's [pecial GRACE

Mazy the Children of GOD then unite in B
this Requeft,Let thy Workappear more and -\
gaore unto thy Servants, and thy Glory. g
ynto their Children ; And the Bea;uty
of the LORD our GOD be upon us

\ IN
A Plain and Fgmiliar

DIALOGUE,

: . Between a MiNIsTER and a Gentleman of
Bsflos; Aug, . e o~y f  his Congregation, about the Work of GOD,
10. 1742, BenjammCOlnlam ¢ in the Conviction and Converfion of Sinners,

1. €& fo remarkably of late begun and carry’d on
JI? l{;eph gg all in thefe Amerfcdn Parts, "
4 homas rrmcc " S
i . X Minifter being vifited by 2 Gen- .
John Wegb SHEED e of by Conregaion i
William Cooper

' &% A @ Conver{ation turn’d upon the re-

: @%@ ligious Appearances, which are at

Thomas Foxcroft , | prefent fuch Matter of Speculati-
Jothua Gee.

.

on and Difrourfe. --- This Conference having
prov’d fo very fervicezble to that Gentleman,
{ itishop’d that if communicated to the World,
1t mayn’t fail of fome Uf-=fulnefs to others
. allo, in thefe Tlimes of general Debates, and
| learchings of Heart, about the Way of Salva-

- q uon, 1lthall therefore endeavour as taithfully

B 25
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2 | A Difplay Of Gop’s fpecial Grace. 3 !

as I can, to fet the Subftance of that Conver- i ¢
fation in View, with its happy Effelts ; repre- . many of the late Appearances are Mattey of
fenting the Perfons concerned under the bor- ¢ Stumbling to me ; and very diflonant to
rowed Names of Theapbilus and Epinetus, ‘¢ the Apprehenfions I have hitherto enter-

| ‘ ¢ tain’d of Religion, --- I am therefore glad
‘“ you have introduced this Difcourfe, that L
““ may have Opportunity to propofe my Diffi-
culties ;- and that you may obviate them ;
and give me Satisfallion, if you can,

e e |

[ 4

o~

fle any Difhonour to his blefled Spirit :
And yet I can’t but acknowledge, that

ol
wile
[ 3 > L.

[ 2]

, The Diarocuk proceeded in the follow-
~ing Manner, |

[ )

¢
(14

. -

TureoprpHILUs. You have doubtlefs heard

the ioyful Tidings from feverai Parts of the

NG s

LCountry, of the great Revival of Religion, of
the numerous Convitions and ( as we hope )

faving Converfions to God, among Perfons of

all Ages and Chara&ers, as well as moft dif-
ferent - moral Qualifications. You can’t but
have heard of the ferious and awful Concern
among Multitudes of every Sort, abcut the
Salvation of their Souls 5 how Minifters have
been quicken’d and revived ; fecure and fenfu-
2l Perfons awaken’d ; Formalifts and Self-
Deceivers deteéted and undeceived ; Sincere

Chriftians coinferted and ftrengthned ; and

how even out of the Meuths of Babes and Suck-
lirgs Chrift has perfeiled Praife.--- 1 hope you
wiil join witn me in adoring and magnifying
the Name of God, for this wonderful Difplay
of his Power and Grace.

EpineTus. ¢ Iam afraid either to fpeak

s‘.‘ \"?..
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THeoprH. I fhall chearfully endeavour ac-
cording to my Capacity. to confider and an-
fwer your Objetions, if you’l be pleas’d to
propofe them feparately ; and to lay afide all
Prejudices againit the Truth and the Evidences
of it, that may be laid before you. --- This laft
Condition I have the greater Reafon to mfift
upon, becaufe your eternal Intereft does imme-
dtately depend upon it ; and a Love to your
own Soul thould diveit you of all Prepoffefii-

ons, in an Affair of fuch icfinite Impor-
tance,

N Eriver. ¢ I acknowledge, Sir, that your
3 Cenditions are juft and reafonable. And

I hope my Condué will convince you, thae
I am not wiliing to lofe my Soul, by a te-
nacious Adhcrence to my own Sentiments,
2 fond Opinion of my prefent Safety s ora

€
€C
€<
<

<¢ or think any Thing that may be derogatory wrangling  Humour and Dispofizion, ---- I :
4¢ to the free Grace of God ; or that may re- B 2 fhzil !
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4 A Difplay

““ fhall therefore endeavour modeftly to pro-:
“¢ pofe my Objetions ; and impartially to at-
“¢ tend to your Anfwers.”

THEoPH, Be pleafed then tc propofe your

Eriner, ¢ I firft obje& againft thofe
FricBTs and TERRORs, that fo com-
monly abound, not only among our,‘,lvcs,
but in feveral Partc of the Country.- -- Can
it be fuppes’d, that a merciful God fhould
take Pleafure in the melancholly Dejeéli-
ons, Soul-Diftrefles, and defponding Fears

48
€6
£ 49
4¢
<(
<
¢

L XY
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a very difterent ldca of the divine Na-
ture.”’

THEoPH. Ivo, &ir, it can’t be fuppofed,
that Gea tzkes Picafure in the Mifery of any
of his Creatures, as fuch. But it muft be {up-
pos’d agreeable to (he divine Goodnefs, to Ce- ¢
Yiver his reafonable Creatures from thezir M-

fery, in a Method agreeable to their rational

Nature. And that this is applicable to the
Cafe before vs, may perh:ps appear evident to
you, if you’l be pleafed to anfwer me to a fewy

Queftions. --- And I firft enquire, ththev i
we are not all of us, whilt unconveried; @

4
£y
J.
E’.
9'
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i

firft Objection, that it may be diftin&tly con- :
fider’d.

t

L

‘
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of his Creatures ? --- I muft confefs, I have

e
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finful and guilty Creatures in the Sight -of
God ¢ .

T. ¢ Moft certainly 1 FBatn few
EPINET. inl 1

““ and Gentile ave 2/l m,// v Simoy and the widle
 JWorld are becorms gr.:i0 E-fave God,

TueorH. 1 : r-qm : <_-Ln, W hether alt
that remain in tius S.aaie of Sip z2nd Guile, are
not under a Sentence of Condemnation by the
Law of Gud ? )

»

EriNeT. ¢ This muft alfo be granted

¢ Fie that belicvetn noty is ccridemned already
¢ and. the Wrath of God abideth on him.

e oq

TueoprH. Is not every Unbeliever liable
every Moment,
demnation executed upon his Soul ?

EriNET.
we know not at what Hour the Son of Man
wzll come, whether at Ewmng, at Mdmgbt

(19

“at Cock-crowing, or in the Morning, " :

TueorH. Is it poflible for any Man to be
ealy and fecure under a fenfible Impreffion,

that he is an Enemy to God, an Hur of Hell

and Damnation ; and that he may be, for
Mght he knows, before to morrow ‘Morning.:
. B3 among-

of Gob’s /pecial GRACE. § .

to have this Sentence of Con

¢ That cannot be deny’d. For

e — -

|
|

]
H




i
|

’ & Faith,

A Difplay

among Devils and- damned Spirits, in the
Lake that burns with Fire and Brimftone ?

6

EriNgT. ¢ But has not every one a Re- .
Jefus Chrift freely ?

€€ fuge to fly to? Is not
¢¢ offer’d in the Gofpel ?”’

TreopH. *Tis certainly impoffible to have {

N
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too high Apprehenfions of the Riches of Gof- &

pel-Grace, of the Wonders of redeeming Love,, |

or of the Readinefs of the Lord Jefus Chrift to

fave the worft of Sinners, upon Gofpel-Terms,

---But, I muft yet enquire of you, what thofe ¥
‘Terms and Conditions are, upon which the
Lord Jefus Chrift and his faving Benefits are

fo freely offered in the Gofpel ?

~EpInrm. ¢ The blefled Savicur freele of-

i
.

b

® fers himfelf and his glorious Salvation to ¢

¢ all, who will believe in him and live to

& him.”

THeoPH, Butdoall Men believe in Chrift
and live to him ?

% No | Al Mm- ba;w not

>

EpiNeT.

TxeoprH., Has any Man a natural Power-

o
L
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ﬁl to believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift 3 and.

|

thereby, .4

)“f;

-
.

RE T ¥ etk R Sut S S —— -,._......1
i

thereby to obtain an Intereft in him and his
offer’d Salvation ?

EpineT. *° No! our Lord himfelf affures

 us, that w Man can come unto him, except
¢ tha Father draw bim.

Tueoru. Does God. the Father atually
draw every Man to Chrift, give them a lively
Faith in him ; and a Title to his Salvation ;.

or has he any where promifed that he will
do fo ?

EriNeT. ¢ No ! he has bidden thefe
¢ Things from theWife and Prudent ; and reveal-
“ ¢d them unto Babes. --- To fome it is given to

$ know the Myfleries of theKingdom of God: but-

10 thers st is not given,

TueoprH, This then is the Cafe of a con-
vinced Sinner. He has a fenfible View, that
he is by Nature a Child of Wrath, that he is
guiity of numberlefs Sins. both of Omiffion and
Commiffion, that he is by the Law of Ged
fentenced to eternal Condemnation ;- and La-
ble every Moment to have the-dreadful Sen-
tence executed upen him, to his everlafting

of Salvation _in the (Qofpel, which dreadfully
aggravaies his. Guilt and Mifery.--- He find:

hi";ﬁfclf uncapable to comply with the graci--

,Ruin,--- -He has hitherto withftood the Offers

QiLS -




'8 A Difplay -

eus Propofals of Salvation by Jefus Chrift ;
and has therefore no Claim to the Comforts of
them. Though God can, if he pleafes, give
him this Power, he has no Security that God
ever will. --- He knows that if he dies in his
prefent State, he has nothing before him but
a fearful Expeltation of fiery Indignation, which
fhall canjume him. And whether he fhall ever
obtain a2 faving Change, is to him dreadfully
. uncertain, ~ He may die fuddenly in his Guikt
and Pollution. He may return {as many o-
thers have done ) like a Dag to his Vomit, to-
an=' Security and Impenitence ; or he may
deceive himfelf with a falle Hope ; and be
found too late with a Lie in his right Hand.---
In a Werd, He has utmoft Certainty of a moft
dreadful Damnation, if he dies in his prefent
~ €ondition ; 2nd at the be’t but anUncertainty,
whether he fhall efcape the eternalWrath of an
angry God. And now judge you, whether a
reafonable Being can poffibly avoid a diftrefling
€oncern, upon a realizing Apprehenfion of.
fuch an amazing State of Guilt and Danger..

ErINeT. “ I confefs my 'fclt’?omething‘
¢ furprized with this Reprefentation of the
¢¢- Cafe :---Ycu have fet it in fuch a Light as-
I never before faw it. --- It will be dreadtful
¢t jndeed, if it fhould prove my own Cafe, ---
¢ But yet I can’t apprehend how Convi&ions

()
| o]
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and Terrors are any Way conducive to a. *
Recovery.
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¢ Recovery from this State and Condition,
¢ be it ever fo difficult and dangerous. ----
Faith in Chrift is the only Remedy ; and
‘‘ what more oppofite to Faich than thefe de-
‘“ fponding Fears ?”’

[ o

4

[ o)

Taeoru. The Lord grant that you and' I
may take Heed to ourfelves, that our Hearts ben’t
deceiv’d ; and not cry Peace to our Souls,
whea God fays there is no Peace for us | It
certainiy concerns us folemnly to confider an
Aftair of fuch vaft Importance, ---- I would
therefore defire you to tell me, what you un-

derftand by that Faith in Jefus Chrift, which

. you mention as the only Remedy for a guilty

condemued Sinaer.

EriNe?., ¢ I underftand Faith in
¢ Chrilt to be arecciving him, and refting
:: upon him alone ior Salvation, as he is of-

fered to us in the Gofpel.

TueoPH. We 'y, Can any Man receive
the Lord Fefus Chryt upon Gofpel-Torms, while

he prefers the World, his Luits, and fenfual
Cratifications before him ?

EprINET, ¢ No !

“ Cirift ; and hate not his Father and Mother,
“and Wife,and Children, and Bretbren and
| “ Siflers

If ey Man come go

]cﬁ:c |

‘a



¢ Siflers ; yea, and bis ownLife alfo, be cannot
¢ be bis Difciple.

THEOPH. Do you think that the gofpeli-

zed World in general have fucha Value for

Jefus Chrift, as to prefer an Intereft in him to
their moft darling Lufts, their deareft Rela-
tions ; and even to their own Lives ?

EPINET. “ No ! The contrary to this is
““ moft vifible,in the Multitudes that go on in
¢ their fenfual Purfuits ; and will nst come
 unto Chrift, that they might haze Life.

THeEoPH. What do you think is the Rea-
fon, that no Means will prevail upon thefe

fenfual Worldlings, to confider the Interefts of

their imsmortal Souls ; or to fet any fuitable
Value by a precious Saviour ?

ErINET. “ I know of no Reafon, but
¢ their blockith Stupidity.”

TreoPH. That is, they have no feeling
Senfe of their Sin and Danger ; and therefore
no adive Defire of a Deliverance from it.
Fhey have no livel; Apprehenfion of theirNe-
ceflity of an Intereft in Chrift ; and thercfore
no proper Solliciwude to obtain it. --- They are.

in Love with theirLufts and Idols ; which muft- |

be more embitter’d to ’em, before they can be

‘willing, .
1
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willing to part with them. ---- Their carnal
Mind is Enmity to God and Gedlineis ; and
they cannot fubmit to%the Yoke of Chrift, un-
til the Yoke of Sin and Satan more fenfibly
galls their Necks ; and appears an intolerable
Burden to ’em.---Their fenfual Pleafurts and
Gratifications appear more defirable and de-
lightful to- >’em, than an Intereft in Chrift and
a Life of Holinefs and Piety. They cannot
therefore help but choofe them, as preferable to
the Salvation propofed in the Gofpel, until an
awaken’d Confcience difcovers to them their
Mifery and Folly, makes thein feel them{elves
perifhing with Hunger ; and thereby puts ’em
upon a proper Concern about:zeturning to-their
Father’s Houfe. N

EriveT. ¢ Don’t every Body now the
¢ Danger of a finful Life ; and the-Mifery of
¢ a Chriftlefs State, without thefe Convic-
¢ tions and Awakenings, Frights and Sur-
¢ prizes,” .

TuEoOPH. They who are brought up undér |
Gofpel-Light, have a do&rinal Knowledge of |

thefe Things : but no feeling fenfible Impref-

fion of them. We fee in Fo&, how mang

Perfons of Knowledge and Capacity there be,
who bave all their Lives had the great Things
of their eternal Peace inculcated upon them in
the Miniftry of the Gofpel, who yet live and

die

L

i
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12 A Difplay

die as if they had no Souls to be faved or dam-
ned, no future t ~tritution or eternal World

before them. We e in Fa&, that among

thofe who have a {ufficient fpeculative Know-
ledge of the Dotrines of the Gofpel, theDrun-
kard follows his Cups, and the Adulterer hiz
wanton and unclean Lufts ; though they can’t

but acknowledge, that thefe are the Paths of

Deftru&ion and Death. But then on the con-
trary, how many [nftances (through the great
Goodnefs of God ) have we lately feen, of a
thorough Reformation of thefe finful Courls,
of an earneft Enquiry after an Intereft in Ch:ift,
of an hearty Acceptance of an offer’d Savi-
our. ; and of a holy and religious Life, among
thofe, who by ftrong Conviltions havz been
brought to a ferfible Impreflion of the great
Concerns of an eternal World ! ---Ir fhort, it
is impoffible to be otherwife, but that the fe-
cure Sinner muft indulge his Lis's while they
~ remain fo pleafant to him, and he feels no
Danger in their Gratification ; and that he
miaft rejeét a tendred Saviour, whilft he dces
not realize his own perithing Circumftances
and want o Salvation, ---- And on the othir
Hand, 1t is impoflible to be otherwife, but that
a convinced Sinner muft be in earncft enquiring
a‘ter the Way of Salvation, while he feels his
Danger, Mifery, and Neceflity of an Interelt
in Chrilt, |

EpinegT

@

Of Gob’s [pecial Grace: 13

Eerver. ¢ Do you then fuppofc that
¢ none are brought to believe in Chrift, with-
¢¢ out fuch previous ConviQions and awakning

¢¢ Concern as you fpeak of ?

TueoprH. Awaken’d Sinners pafs through
very different Degrees of Cenviction, prepara-
tory to their Faith in Chrift.--- But I cannot
foc how any Perfon that is arrived to an Age
of rational Confideration and Choice, can re-
ceive the Lord Jefus Chrift upon Gofpel-
"Terms, till he is at leaft brought to fome fen-
Lble Apprehenfion of the Mifery of his prefent
State, and of his abfolute Neceflity of a Savi-
our.---Be you ( Sir ) yourfeif Judge in this
Cafe.---Can any Man be in earneft enquiring
after a Saviour from a State of Sin, Guilt and
Mifery, which he is infenfible of 2

EriNeT. ¢ That’s a plain Contradiétion.”®

TaeopH. Can any Man in earneft flee
from Dangers, which he neither fees nor fears ?

ErINeT, ¢ No ! that’s manifeftly incon-
“ fiftent.”

THEOI:H.. Can any Man be willing to ac-
cept of Chrift upon his own Terms; and to
forfake all for him,while he feesnoNeceflity of

C | an

!
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an Intereft in him ; but prefers his Lufts and
Idols before him ?

EprineT. ¢ Thislikewife is 2 manifeft Cone
¢ fradiCtion.”

Tueopru, Can any Man receive Chrift for
his Lerd, while he is chearfully and delight-

fully livinz in the Service of Sin, Satan, and
the World ¢

EriNET. ¢ No certainly ! No Servant
¢ can ferve two Maflers,who have dire&t con-
¢ trary Commands,

Tueoru., Well then by your own Con-
ceffion, it is neceflary from the Nature of
"I'hings, that preparatory to an actual Recepti-
on of Chrift, a Sinner muft have fome impref-
fed Senfe, that he is in a State of” Sin, Guilt
and Mifery ; and that he is in Danger of the
Wrath to come. He muft bave {uch a Difco-
xery of the Evil and deadly Nature of his Sins,
as will caufe him to prefer an Intereft in Chrift
and the great Salvation, to his moft “darling
Lufts and Idols ; and chufe the Service of
Chrift, before the Service of Sin, Satan and the
World. And what Inducement &an fuch a
Perfon poflibly have, to give this Preference to
the Service of Chrift, but either Love to him
gr Fear of Danger ? Love to Chrift he can-

RO
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not have., For thatis the Confequence of
Faith ; and can never go beforeit, T'his muft
therefore be the Produét of Fear, of fuch Fear
as is effeCive of this wonderful Change in the
Frame and Difpolition of the Soul.--- And now
having thus allow’d the Premifes, can you deny
the Conclufton, that fuch Degrees of Convic-
tion as will excite a proper Sollicitude about
Deliverance from deferved Wrath, are a necef-

f;ry Preparation to a Reception of Chrift by
“aith ?

EriNeT. ¢ Idon’t fee what Anfwer can
¢¢ be given to the Evidence you have offered
““ upon this Head.”

% |

TrecrH, If we confider this Cafe in ano-
ther View, you will find the fame Conclufion
follow,--- A favingFaith,according to your own
De‘cription,does as well implya depending upon
Chrift for Salvation, as receiving him upon
Gofpel-"Terms ; and can any Man be broughc
to this without previous Convi&tions of his loit
2nd undone State ! I would here alfo take
Liberty to atk you a few Queftions, to which
I only defire a confiderate and candid Anfwer.
--- And I would firft enquire, whether the
moft carelefs and fecure of our Gofpel-Sinners
could be fo eafy and quiet as they appear to be,
if they expeéled to live and di¢ in their prefent

‘ State of Sin and Guilt ¢

C2 ErINET,

- e

U .
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EriNET, ¢ No! They can’t but know
are- at preflent in the Paths of

" % be afraid, Fearfulnefs would furprize the Hy-
- ¢ pocrite, if they really expelted 1o dwell with
¢ devouring Fire 5 and to inhabit evirlafling

|

¢ Barnings.”

TrHEeOPH. By what do you (uppofe they or-
dinarily quiet their Confciences, in fuch a State

as this ?

EriNeT. ¢ By Purpofes of future Repen-

~ €¢ tance and Reformation.”

TueorH. Agd is it not a Contradi&ion,

 to depend principally, if not wholly,upon Pur-

§

pofes of future Repentance and Reformati-
" on ; and yetto ref upom Chriff alone for

' Salvation,

!

ErINET, ¢ It feems fo.”

TueorH. Could thefe Perfons poflibly quiet
their Confcicnces with thefe good Purpofes, if

. they did not fuppofe themfelves capable to ful-

fili them ; or at leaft, if they did not expect
by their Duties to obtain th:t Capacity ?

EpineT. ¢ No ! I think not.

TuEoOPNH,

L 4
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TueopH. It is therefore evident, that a fe-
cure World cannot poffibly reft uponChrift alone
for Salvation, while their Security itfelf fuppo-
fes that they are depending upon ther own

ek

Capacity to exercife, “or at leaft to cbtain the

Grace they hope for; & confequently that they
muft be brought out of that Security, before
they can favingly believe in Jefus Chrift: Or
in other Words, that Convictions muft preceed
their Converfion to God. --- But I go on to
enquire, By what Means Sinners ufually quiet
their Confciences, when they upbraid them for

particular Sins, either of Omiffion or Commif-
fion ; or fet the Guilt and Danger of their

State before their Eyes ? --- You are fenfible
that there is nothing more common, than for
Perfons to wear off fuch Law..s of Confci-
ence ; and return again ‘to former Calmnefs
and Serenity of Mind, And how do you fup-
pofe this is done ? “

EriNer. “ You expe®, I fee, that I

¢“ fhould now relate my own Experisnces in
¢¢ this Cafe. For I can’t but be a Stranger to
the Operations of other Men’s Minds, [
will therefore inform you fomething of the
o Ij.xcrcafc of my own Scul, in the Cafc\which
o zou propofe, --- lhougb. (I‘thanlf God) 1
.. havebeen kept from grofs Enormities 5 and
N have had a goad Reputation for Religion a-
Comeng Men s oves 1 frequent!y feel the Ac-
T C % C cubricns

¢
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‘¢ cufations of Confcience, both for the Neg-

¢ le&&, or carclefs Performance of Duty ; and’

¢ for the many finful ImperfeGtions of my

“ Lifa Thefe awaken me tc Refolutions
- ** through God’s Grace, that I will be more

‘¢ diligent and confcientious in the Performance
€

<<
({4

ful and careful Regard to my Heart -and
Life, that they may be regulated according
““ to the Gofpel of Chrift : and I can’t byt
¢ hope that God will for Chrift’s fake, ac-

€<

¢ impute my Sin to me”’

TraeorH. What you reprcfeht as vour own
Cafe, is common to Multitudes befides your E
felf. And indeed Sir, I fhculd be guilty of §

greateft Unfaithfulnels, if I did not tell you,that
all this is far thort of any good Evidence of aState
of Safety.--In your Purpofesand Endeavours to
rcform and regulate your Duties and Conver-
fation, you do well : but while you raife your
Hope of Acceptance with God upon this Foun-
dation, you are building upon a Quick-Sanc,
You expe& your Duties and Repentance will
be accepted forChrift’s fake before you clear itup
to your felf, that you are interefted in Chrift,
and have a Claim to his Interceffion. Has
Chrift purchafed for you the Power to atone

of Duty, that I will maintain a more watch- ¥

cept my Duty and Repentance ; and not §

Of Gob’s_/*scial Grace. 19

able to your Defcription of Faith ¢ Are En-
deavours to pacify an offended God by your-
Performances, confiftent with your refting upon
Chrift alone for Salvation ?--- It is plain from
this Account of your Cafe, that inftead of de-
pending upon what Chrift has done and fuffer-
ed for you, your Dependance is upon what
you do, or intend to do for him, --- You are
by Nature dead in Trefpaffes and Sins 3 and
how can your Duties and good Purpofes revive
you !---You owe ten Thoufand Talents to
divine Juftice ; and will your Refolutions of
future Obedience pay the Debt ?--- You have
(if Chriftlefs) no Title to Salvation ; and will
you purchafe the eternal Inheritance with your
own Performances 2--- Allow me to proceed as
before 5 and alk you a few Queftions upon this
Cufe of yours, as you have reprefeated it, --«
Have vyou ever fenfibly felt the Sinfulnefs of
your Nature, the Hardnefs of your Heart ;-
and your natural Enmity to God and God- "

f linels ?

Epiner. “ Truly Sir, though I ben't:
ignorant of this, I dare not fay that I:

** have had a fenfiLic and feeling Impreffi- '
‘““on of it,” S

¢

THeora. How then can you dependﬁpbn

for your Sins by your Duties, your Agood Re-* | Chrit for Salvation, when you bave no fecling’

{olutions and Reformations ; or is this agr:ﬁ-
able

Svafe of your want of a Saviour ; nor what '

that

e e cm——e el
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that Salvation is you are to depend upon him
for.---Permit me yet to enquire, Have

20

nefs that he fhould ever beftow Mercy upon

you ? Or to ufe St. Paul’s Expreflion, has §
the Law come with fuch Power, that §in bas §

revived and you died ?

EpiNeT. ¢ I have always known this to
* be Truth, that I am by Nature in a State
¢¢ of Guilt; and altogether unworthy of God’s
¢ Mercy.” '

TreorH. So do the very worft of Men ;

and even the Devils themfelves. --- But if you B

have no more than a doétrinal Knowlege of
this, How can_you depend upon Chrift alone
for Salvation, when you han’t fo much as felt
that you are not already fafe ?
depend uponChrift to fave you from the Wrath

. ro come, when you have no realizing Appre-

henfion of your being expos’d to that tremen-
dous Wrath ¢

whether you have ever been feelingly fenfible

t> the Demands of Juftice ; but Dung (a pol-
lated Thing ) through the Sinfulnefs that a;;
: tenas

¢tends them ; and the Guilt thereby
you §
had a fenfible Apprehenfion of your juft Defert.|
of God’s Wrath ; and of your utterUnworthi~-§

. ence [ take this E

R and can do ?
¥ of the beft Duties, and the beft Frames and
B Purpofes that you could ever boaft of, you
8 would be deeply fenfible, that the Defe& and
¢ Sinfulnefs that accompany them, might juftly
} condemn both you and them.---Bear with me
How can you E once more ; if I proceed to enquire,
} you given up all Hopes and ExpeQations of -

R obtaining a Victory over your Corruptions, of

What Sort of Salvation can
fuch a Perfon depend upon Chrift for ? --- I.¥

' - mance of religious Duty ; or even any good
muft yet take Leave further to enquire of you,

Qo lie at God’s Foot as a guilty helplefs Sin-

¥ Of Gor’s fpecial GRACE. 21

| contralt-
ed 7--- You are fenfible from whofe Experi-
nquiry. And have you ever
been able to fay as St. Paul djd in thisCale ¢

EriNeT. “ I cannot fay that I have.”

Tueorn. How then have you won Chrift,

‘R been found in bim, and depended pnly upon

the Righteoufnefs which is of God by Faith, while

! you yet have on your own Righteoufnefs which

is of the Law ; and have never yet “realized
to your felf the infinite Defets of all you are
O Sir, if you had a juft View

Have

obtaining a more fpiritual Habit and Difpofiti-

§ on of Soul ; and a more acceptable Perfor-

Qualification whatf>ever, by your moft earneft

: : , S g and altive Endeavours, until you are united to
that your higheft Attainments in Religion are ;

not anly Lofs, as being imperfe€t and unequal |

Chrift ; and derive all gracious Supplies from
him ?--- Has this View of your Impotence
brought you in a Way of moft dilizent Duty,

ner,

s mnre s Rt

!




per, that have no Claim to Mercy, refolving
hever to reft until you are interefted in him,
and are thereby renewed in the Spirit of your
Mind ?---Let your Conicience impartially 2n-
{wer tc thefe Enquiries. For ycu may aflure
yourfelf, that it is impoflible, from the Nature
of Things,to depend upon Chrift for Salvation;
and at the fame Time to maintain a referv’d
Expectation of vbtaining gracious Qualificati-
ons by your own Fadeavours. This, in other
Words, is to depend only upon Chritt ; while
you depend partly upon yourfelf for San&ifi-
cation. And yet itis equally impoffible to de-
pend upon Chrift at all, in zny other Way than
a Coutfe of diligrnt Duty.  For by negle&t-

ing this, you pradtically rejeCt bim and his

offered Salvation,

FpiNeT. * You feem, Sir, to have forgot
¢ the SubjeCt we were upon.--- How does all
¢¢ this prove the Neceflity of thofe Soul-Di-
¢ firefles, of which we were difccurling ?

Taeopu. No, Sir, I bave not forgot the
. Subjeét of our Difcourfe. I w'li now leave it
to you to judge, whether it is peflible for any
Man to be feelingly fenfible of the Sinfulnels
of his Nature, and the Eamity of his Heart t0
God, of his utter Uaworthinels of God’s ka-
vour, of the infinite Defe@s and even of the
Guilt ated Pollution of his higheft Attainments

. Iy N

_Pretences.
in Speculation only) to lie at his Foot and bow
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in Religion, whilft Chriftlefs ; and of his own
Impotence and utter Inability to help himfcif,
or ever make his Cafe better by any Power of
his own ; and yet under a Seafe of all this
Mifery, to remain fecure and eafy. ---- Judgs
you, whether it be not abfolutely neceflary,
that this View muft put any reafonable Being
under Diitrefs, proportionable to the Impre(?
fion of thefe Things upon his Mind ; or whe-
ther it does not appear from what has been faid,’
to be an Inconfiftency, for any Man to believe
in Chrift, before he has had fome fenfible Im-
preflion of thefe Things.

. EpiveT, What Neceflity is there of fuch
¢ a Senfibility of thefe Things, as you {>eak
‘ of 2 Is it not fufficient, that we know ’em
 and a&t accordingly ?

Tueopn. Have we not to do with an om-
nifcient God, a God that fearcheth the Hearts
and the Reins, a God that demandeth our
Hearts ; and requireth Trutd in our inward
Paris 2 And can our Hearts be in thofe
Things, which we have no Impreffion of ! Be
not deceived, God won’t be mockt with lifglefs
He will bring us indeed (and net

to Lis Sovereigaty, before he will reveal his Son
in us. He will bring us fenfibly and not doc-
srinally only, to fee our own loft and undone

State,
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State, to renounce our own Confidences ; and

to fly to Chrift for Refuge. --- If we have but g
2 netional and not real Humiliation and Faith, g

we muft iikewife obtain but a notiona] and not
real Salvation,

[1t was obferv’d, that upon

this Difcourfe the Gentleman §
chang’d Countenance, fetch’d §
a deep Sigh, and fat {fome con-§
{iderable Time filent in a mu-§
fing Pofture. ---- After whichy

he proceeded as followeth. |

EpineT.  You have (I conféfs) given §
¢ me rational Evidence of a Sort of natural |

¢¢ Neceflity of Conviions and fpiriwal Di-

¢¢ ftrefles, preparatory toour receiving of Chritt §

«¢ by Faith.--- But how does it appear, thefe

¢« Conviions are the Operations of the Spirit

<< of God ; or that they are any more than

¢¢ ¢he mere Exercife of our natural Paffions ! !

Tuaropn. T donot fuppofe, that the Spirit

God does in shis Cafe put any new Appe- |

. tites

i s and
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tites or Paflions into our Souls ; but that he
quickens and atuates our natural Paflions, to a
rational and proper Exercife. --- And that this,
is his Work, that thefe Convi&ions are produ-
ced by his Almighty Energy, is manifeft from
many Confiderations ; and efpecially from this
that our l.ord Jefus Chrift has promifed to fend
the Comforter for that very End, that he may
reprove or convince the Warld of Sin, of Righ-
teoufnefs 5 and of Fudgment. John xvi, §.

EpineT, ¢ Don’t you think, that any Man
may by clofe Meditation upon the amazing
Terrors of God’s Law, and Application of
¢ them to himfelf, raife thefe diftrefling Ap-
¢¢ prehenfions in his own Mind ?

(49
(4

[ 2

TueorH. It isan evident Obfervation, that
the fecure World in general will not clofcly
meditate pon their Danger. They will not
be perfv aded by any Attempt of their Mini-
fters or godly Friends, to realize their Mifery
and Danzer ; and to renounce their Lufts,
I'hey will not be awaken’d by the moft pow-
erful Preacihing ;5 nor by the moft terrible Dif-
penfations of Providence, till God takes the
Wo»'k into his own Hands ; and then the
flightet Means are made effe@ual, the Alarm
1s at once rail:d and continued in the Soul of
the moft fecure and abandon’d Sinner. --- It f
furcher obfervable. that if fuch Sinners do force

L them -
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themfelves upon fome Confideration ; and do
thereby prick their Confciences ; and awaken
fome Refolutions of Reformation; their good
Purpofes are (like the Principle from whence
_they flow ) but unfteady, tranfient and fhort-
Jiv’d. They fall again before the next Temp-
tation ; and then perhaps wili have a new
Concern revived. 1hus they repent and fin;
-and fin and repent.--- Thus Multitudes go on,
and will go on,-againt the Diftates of ther
Reafon and Confcience, until they have a new
and more powcrfulImpre{ﬁon,thgn they can raile
meerly by their own Confideration. ~And does
not this make it evident,that this Work‘ is from
the Spirit of God, when it procures fuch 2a
cife@ual and lafting Change, as no Purpofe,
" Promife, Refolution, of Endeavour flowing
_from the mecre Power of Nature, could ever

procure ?
Friner. “ How fhall we diftinguifh be-
¢« ween meer raticnal Convi@ions ; and

¢t thofe which (as you fuppofe) proceed .fro

¢ the Spirit of Gud !

THEOPH. cemporary Conviftiohs ma
proceed from the Spiint of God. Sinners may
cuench the Spirity and {o provoke him to with-
Graw his Infuences,  But we may be certal
that thoe Convictions are from him, that at’
puwertul and lafting, that jmbitter the dinnef

Lui

fore

Lufts to him, that put him upon a moft earneft

and a&ive Care about his eternal Interefts, thac

empty him of his felf-Sufficiency ; and caule
him with Diligence to fly for Refuge to the Hope
fet before bim.--From whence fhould thefe pro-
ceed, but from the blefled Spirit of God? They
are not. the Produ&ions of Nature ; for thatis
Enmity againft God. And there never was
one Inftance yet feen, of any Man’s producing
thefe Effeéts by the Power of his own good
Purpofes or Refolutions, as I have obferv’d be-
fore.--- They do not proceed from the Dewvil 5
for he is not fuch an Enemy to hisown In-
tereft, as thus to drive Men from his Service
tnto the Kingdom of God's dear Sen. ---- "T'he
Change often appears powerful and wondetful ;
and therefore mult proceed trem a powerful and
wonderiul Agent.

ErineT. ¢ We often fee Men wearing
¢ off thie greateft Impieflions ; and returning
* again toSenfuality : whicleis a Prefudice a-

gainft this Doctrine,

Tueoru. Ttis no jult Caufe of Prejudice.

. For though Men may guench the Spirie, and

provoke him to withdraw, as I obferved be-

Yet how many are there in whom we
fee a wonderful,fantifying, and lifting Change,

",,“whb are and continue to be New_ Creatures,
1 all fpuitual Refpedts ! Ard does not the

D2 - Greatnefs
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Greatnefs and Luration of this'Change, fulfy
declare 'the glorious Au hor?

~ EprINET. ‘“ How comesit to pafs, that we
¢ hear fo much of thefe Ttings of /ate, which
“ former Times and Ages “knew fo little
“ about ?

Tueorn. This Queftion makes Way for
two further 'Evidences, that the Spirit of God
is the glorious Author of this Work., Firfl, 1
muft infcrm you, that the Fa& is quite con-
trary to your Suppofal.---Read all the moft fa-
mous Authors ugon praétical Godlinefs, from
the Peginning of the Reformation ; and you’l

find that they teach the fame Do&rines which

I have now infiited on.---Read the Narratives
of particular Convcrﬁons, notonly in the Scrip-
tures ; but in al!l the preceeding Aacs of the
Church, and in all the moft diftant Countre)s

ard Naticns ; ; and you’ll find that the Work
has always been carried on in Men’sHearts,in a

deicribed, by the fame Progrefs of Convitions
and Humm‘at'ons --- And how could this pof-

" fibly be, ‘unlefsit procecded from the faine blcf-

fcd Autbor ? For there could be ro Confpi-
racy, Collufion, orEndeavours of Im;tat;on n
Perfons fo far 1emoved from, ard fo* unzc-
quainted with cre another. -- And Seepidly,
whencc is it that we hear of {o much -6f thefe

. ‘Fhings
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Things now, but from the more plentiful Effu-
fion of the blefled Spirit ?---Whence is it that
this bleffed Work has fpread fo extenfively, fac

and near, among young and old ; and there

ate fo many crying out under the Burden of
their Sins ; and fo earneftly enquiring after
the Way of Salvation ?---I& not human Nature

the fame now that it ufed to be ?---Whence is

it that theOrdinances, that were before but as
a dead Letter, do now make fuch a lively Im-
preflion ! Certainly this is the Lord’s Daing ;.
and it is marvellous in our Eyes,

EriNeT. ¢ How do we know that thefe
Cbnviltions are any Thing more, than the
¢ natural Effc&ts of thofe pungent and terri-
““ fying Addreffes, from fome warm and zeal-
eus Minifters, which we lately hear of ?

144

¢

THeorH. I readily allow, that a fhort tem-
perary Surprize may be this Way excited ; but
then this Effe@ could laft no longer than the
Caufe operates, This only could never pro-
duce a real effeCual laﬁmg Change. --- T alfo

. allow, that-God deals with Mankmd as with

reafonable Creatures : and when he defigns this
Change in the Hearts of any, he will provide
and blefs fome fuitable Means to effet it. If
fnﬁs, it will be in the Way of his own

---But can you yourfelf imagine,

‘Mﬂmoﬁ pungent Addrefs of any Teacher.

D3 under
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under Heaven, can in a natural Way produce
- thofeEffe&ts that are frequently feen among us ?
~ ---Confider I befeech you, the natural State of
- carnal Men. They are dead in Trefpaffes and
~ S:as.  And can a plain Difcourfe of the moft
- zeclous Preacher, how pungent foever, awaken
' thefe dead Men to {uch a lively lafling Concern

about their Souls, that they can reft no more..

" until they find Reft in Chrift ? --- They are

blind and ignorant, they have no juft Appre-

Of Gov’s fpecial Grace. I

their Pleafures, worldly Purfuits, merry Com-
pany, and alluring ExpeCtations ; for their pre-
fent melancholy, fearful, penfive Life? Will
it fortify them againft all the Perfuafions of
their carnal Acquaintance, againft the Banter
and Reproach of their old Companions ; and
againft the Doubts andMifgivings of their own
unbelieving Hearts ? Could any of the Ora-
aors of Greece or Rome produce fuch Effe&s
as thefe upon their [earers ?---1f this be a na-

~ henfions of their own deplorable Condition ; cf
the Way of Salvation provided for ’em ; or of .

“the gloricus Excellency of an offer’d Saviour.
And will this enlighten their Minds,, to a lively

- View of, and Acquaintance with the Things

of their everlafting Peace ? --- They are proud

. and felf-righteous. And will this lay em in

- the Duft, and bring them to renounce all their

- own Attainments, Duties, falfe Hopes, and

| Refuges ?---They have a natural Enmity and

- Oppofition to this Change. And will this fo

fuddenly conquer their Averfation to a Life of

. Godlinefs, their Love to their Lufts, Eafe and

Security, their natural rooted Inclinations to

fenfual Purfuits ; and their habitual Cuflom

in Sin ? --- Will this caufe ’em to lay afide

“all their Prejudices, beloved Lufts, flefh]y In-
terefts and Endearments ?---They have firong
- and. mighty Oppofition to conquer. Ang will -
this overcome all the Cratt and Power of 8a-
‘tan ? Will it conftrpin them to fov&!wr}}'

tural Effet, what’s the Reafon that it was
produted no fooner, upon thofe who have heard

fo many Scores of Sermons, as pungent - and
awakening as that which at laft prov’d fuccefs-

ful 7 And what is the Reafon that it has not

a like Eftect upon others,naturally as capable of
Imprefiion ; and as well prepared to receive it,

as thofe who are thus fuddenly, throughly, and
powgrtully awaken’d 2 Ina Word, The Ape- |

Mle himfelf aflures us, that the Excellency. of the * i
Pluwer is of God and not of Man ; and that

- neither is he that planteth any Thing ; nor he

- that watereth : but God that giveth the Inereafe,
“Let who will oppofe the Work, or deny to -
God the Honour of it, T thall be awfully carc-

ful not to afcribe that to poor Worms, which

15 manifeltly (as the Apofile fpeaks) the Wark~

ing of God’s mighty Power,

a.EémnT. ® Though I can”t reply to the

N -Hyience you have §i®n, that this Work

L) : . * g
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‘¢ is indeed from the Ageacy of the Spirit of-
¢ God : Yer it ftill remains a oreat Difi--
‘¢ culty in the Wzy or this, that ws ixear No-
¢¢ thing of the ex’«aordinary Progrefs or Con-
‘¢ yictions, and of what you call Converfions.

““ to God, butonlv under the Miniftry of. |

‘¢ thofe warm Prca bers, who dire&ly calcu-

¢¢ late their Adds ‘*zs to awaken the Paflions. -

¢ of their Hearc: ; and to put them intow
¢ Frights and Surprizes.

[ 3

TuEeopH, Your Intelligence has been very
defeCtive ; or clfe,your Prejudice againit thefe

Things has call'd off your Attcution, from. |
fome of the molt furprizing infrances of God’s §
Power and Grace, that have been heard of |
fince Apoftolick Times,---If you rcfleét upon §
the fir/t Fruits of thisextraordinary and mighty: E
‘Work of God’s fpecial Grace, in the Conver- g
fions in Hampyhire County ( Mafjachufetts- By} g

whereof there is fo judicious a Narrative pub- }

lifh’d to the World, it will be a fufficient An-
fwer to this Obje€tion. Don’t you know and
don’t we all know, that the Minifters there,
under whofe Inftrumentality that Work was
carried on, are calm, f{edate, and judicious
Men, unto whom che greateft Adverfaries of.
this wonderful Work of God could never pre=.

tend to impute the leaft Tin&ure of Enthufi- §
And if we overlook §-

Na-~

efmor irregular Heat ? ‘
all the other aftonithimg Inftances of this
g fuse ;.

o PO - - [ e
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ture ; and attend to the laft refrefhing Ac-
‘counts we have of the like general Progrefs of
converting Grace, at Yoré, Port/mouth, and o-
ther Places to the Eaftward of Baflon,t doesit
not appear, that no natural - Caufe has had the
leaft Hand in making a Difference between.
thefe Places and others ? --- The Mimflers
there are fome of our grave folid raticnal Men,
and yet the powerful Energy of the Spirit of
God, has been as remarkably manifefted there
as any where elfe.---Every Objection is there-
fore now fully filenced; and give me Leave
to fay, you muft be obftinately biind, or ac-
knowledge that thiz is the Finger of God.----O

‘toke Heed, when God is in this extracrdina.y

Manner manifefting’ himfelf to us, when the

Lord Jefue Chrift is in thefe wonderful Works

reveal’d from Heaven amongft us, thst yow
ben’t found jighting againfi God.--- Ber:are lef}
tiat come wpon sou, which v gpsken of in the

Prophets, Beivdd, ye Dejpifers I and wonder

“and peryh. My Friend, Beware left you

re)2i2 the Counfel of God againfl your [elf !

EriNeET. ¢ Methinks if thefe Convitions
*“ were fo neceffary as you fuppofe, wc fhouid
¢ bhave more Examples of *em ; and moreDi-
¢¢ rections about *em in Scripiure, than I can at
“ prefent remember,

& This was write before the Iork remarkably
Jpread in many oiuer Towns, which now
wmight oeadded, Tucory,
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TraEeoPH. Don’t you remember, how there -
were three Thoufand at once pricked in their
Heart from St. Peter’s Preaching ; and driven
by their Diftrefs to that Enquiry, Men and
Brethren, what fhall we do 2 Den’t you re-
member the Converfion of Saul and of the
Failor 5 and their Trembling and Afonifp-
ment under a Senfe of thelr Sin and Guilt ?----
Don’t you remember that it is promis’d, thag
when God pours cut bis Spirit upon us, we fhall
remember our own evil Ways, and cur Doings
that were not good ; aBf fball loaath ourfelves in
our own Sight, for our Iniquities and Abomina-
tions ? (Ezek. xxxvi."31.) ---- Don’t you re-
member, that our Lord pronounces thofe b/e/-
fed, that are poor in Spirit, that moeurn, that
bunger and thirf} after Rightesufnefs ; and that

weep 2 (Matth. v. 3. Luke vi. 21.) ---Don’t

you remember, that an awakening Senfe of our
Guilt and Uaworthirefs is recommended to
us, in the Story of the Publican ? (Luke xviii.
13.)--- Don’t you remember the Parable of
the Prodigal Son, who was brought to fece
bim{lf perifbing with Hunger, before he tho’t
of returning to his Father’s Houfe ; and brought

to approach his Father’s Prefence with a moft'

bumbling Appretenfion, that he hal finned a-
gainft Heaven ard in bis Sight ; and was no
more worthy te be called his Son ? ( Luke xv. )
--- Don’t vou remember, that Sinners arc <x-
horted to dreak up ther fallowGround, Jer.iv. 3.

: tQ

"Detail of the many
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to rent their Hearts and not their Garment;s, and
turn unto the Lord their God, (Joel ii. 13.) to

—.awake out of their Sleep and arife fromthe dead,

that Chrift may give them Light 2 (Eph. v,
34.) Don’t you remember what Carefuinefs
was wrought in the Corinthians, what cleaning
of themfcives, what_ Indignation, what Fear,
what wvebement Defive, what Zeal, what Re-
wvenge ? (2 Cor. vii. 11.)---You certainly can’t
forget what [ but juft now fbewed you, that
our blefied Saviour promis’d to fend the Com-
forter to this veryEnd,that be fbould convince the
#orld of Sin ; vior can you forget that our Lord
came, not to call the Righteous ; but Sinners ta
Repentance. (Matth, ix, 13.)---But the Time
would fail me, thould I enter upcn a particulan.
aifages of Scripture, to
the fame Purpofe.---What has been faid is fuf-
ficient to convince you, that the Scriptures are
not fo filent in this Cafe, as you feem to infi-
nuate, Andit concerns you and ] to take Care,
that our Hurt is not healed flightly ; and that
we don’t fay PeacePeace, when there is no Peace,
according to that fer. viii. 11,

:: I have had no Experience of - ~fe Things ;

¢¢ built myHopes upon the Sand !

R W

- -

. P———

- EpINeT. ¢ Well, Sir, I muft confefs that |

and am therefore afraid I ..zve hitherto

THECPH,

{
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TueopH. The Lord make thefe yourFesrs

introductory to = more fure Foundation of folid

Hope and latting Comfort,

[Upon this the Gentleman

made a confiderable Paufe 5

thoughtfuk.

and appeared very
But after a While feem’d fome-
thing to recover himfelf, and

proceeded. ]

EriNeT. ¢ If Conviitions, according to
“ your Reprefentation of them, are allow’d
*“ to bea neceflary Preparation to Conver-
fion, I am yet uncapable to account for

*¢ fome wonderful Things that I have lately
‘¢ heard of, .

<<

THeorn., What Things do you refer-to ?

Epiver. ““ One Thingis the CryING
ouT of confidcrable Numbers at 3 Time,
under a real or pretended Fright, whereby
the Congregation is put into Confufion, the
““ Minifter’s Voice drown’d ; and every one’s
*¢ Mind call’d off from their Devotiorts, to at-
* tend to thefe Exclamatians, --- Thefe Things

“I

L 4
£¢
3¢

{4
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« T have feveral Times feen my felf ; and I
‘“ confefs, they are and cannot but be Matter
“ of ftumbling to me.”

TreopH. Don’t you think Perfons  may -
have fuch fudden and powerful Impreffions of
their Guilt and Danger made upon their Minds,
thatthey cannot reftain from thefe outward and
audible Expreflions of their inward Agony and
Diftrefs?

EriNneT. ¢ This may poflibly be the Cafe
*“ with fome ; but I can’t think you’ll pretend,
“ that all thefe OuT-cRri1Es areof divine Ori-
¢ ginal, --- I have known fome of thofe that .
“ have been noted and famous for repeated Ex-
“ clamations in Publick, whofe future Con-
“ verfations have not given the beft Evidence
* in their Favour,” -

Lol

TreoprH. And have you known nome of
hole that have thus openly exprefs’d their dif-
trefling Concern, who &, their future Condué
have manifefted a lufling Change, both in their
Hearts and Lives ?

Eeiver. “ [ muft acknowledge, that there
are 2 confiderable Number, of whom I am
obliged t5 make that charitable Conclufionp :
A Number that I am perfonally acquainted
with, wio were hefore carelefs, fecure and

' E cven

€¢
119
[ 14
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““ even proflizate Perfons, but from the Tims

¢ of thefe publick Exclamations, have refor-

= ¢ med their former fenfual Lives ; and appcar
¢ g0 bz ferious, devout, and truly religious,”

[A)

Turord., This then muft makeit evident,
that their Convictions are from the SPIRIT of !

Grace, for the Reafons I have before aflign’d ;
. - . . ) B ] b/ -
if their inardinate Paffions be allow’d to flow
from their own Infirmity, |

EpiNeT. ¢ But what tha!l we fay of thofe
¢ sthersy of whom I fpake before !

. Turoen. Accordiny to what Light T at
prefent bave in this Affair, from what Obfer-
vations I have my felf had Opportunity to
make when I was lately abroad, and from what
Informations I have had about thefe Things, [

have been ready to come into the following

Coadlehions.---- I firft take it for granted, that
the Pswer and Grace of Gid have remarkably
a2 »pearcd, upoan fome of thefe Occafions, The

findtifviog and abiding Etteéts of fome of thefe

-

Convictions do loudly and manifcftly declare,
that tiey procecd from God Liafelf, --- Yet

can’t hielp but conclude, ihat tiers has been a

g;cat deat of human lnfivmity fometimes difco-
ver'd in this Cate.  Pethaps fime o *h~%: who
Lave thus openly prociaim’d  thai i)iﬂre(:?',
migl heve put a groater Kcdraint upon their

Pofiions,

Of Gob's fpecial Grace.  ag

Paffions, if they had with the utmoft Care and
Pains endeavour’d it. --- Nay, 1 have been ig-
form’d, that fome have fuppofed it their Duty
thus openly to give Vent to the Agoniesof their
Mind, left they thould guench 1he Spirit of Ged.,
--= And if fome of our Miniflers have aiven
too much Encouragement to thefe Exclamasi-
ons, this Circumftapce of the Work { on that
Suppofition ) won’t appear fo wonderful, ---

“And it may befides, probably have happen’s,

that fome who have ( throvgh the Influcrce of -

the Spirit) been fo deeply affc@ed with a Senfe

of their Sin and Mifery, that they really cowld

nat refrain thele publick Exclamareias, have
thereby fo alarm’d  the fofter Pafiion. - ¢ soiny
sthers, as to cxcite them ( from a nev. o & ooe

pathy ) to break forth in like Cries ni ¢, -

[N >

.shough they have had no other fpecic :uiprati~

ons upon their Minds., I ¢hink, [ .«

far

Jomething of this Kind my felf,  Ani o cune
L¢ wonderful, if fuchas thefe thouli iy,

hemfzlves to be but fony Grownd-4,.. . -
And if any fhould be fo prodigioufl ... .. .

)

4 t0 counter ferit thefe Degrees of Convic: .

from meer Offentation, and a Defire to be er.c: -

me religious, as they find others have been fu;
the fame Reafon, this alfo wou’d add to this

Kind of Appearances, But Charity hopeth all
Tiings, '

EPINW.

E 2
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EriNer. ¢ This Reprefentation of the
¢ Cafe doth (I confefs ) appear to be juft and
¢ fatisfa&tory.” |

THeorH. You muft then allow, that none

of thefe unufual Appearances are any juft Pre-

- judice againit the Neceflity of Convitions,

preparatory to our faving Conveifion,

EpiNneT. ¢ That’s true ; but there are
other Appearances, that have been no lefs
furprizing ; and are more of a flum-
bling- Block to me, than thofc alrecady men-

tion’d.”’

L 4
€

™ A

&
$¢

«

THeoPH., What do you mean ?

EriNeT. ‘“ When I was at----while Mr,
+:* was preaching, I faw fome of the Hecar-
ers firft TREMBLE, like paralitick Perfons,
or rather like Perfons fhaken with a viole
Ague ; and then fome of ’em fell upon t
Ground in a SwooN, and lay for fome
“ Time under confiderable convulfive Motiors.

€
£¢
&
€6
'Y

¢¢ ...Thefe Things railc ftrange Idea’sin myy"

¢ Mind.”

TaeoPH. I have not ieen any of theft]:
Things my fclf : and am not therefore fo cagd

(i

able to form a Judgment about them,
.gnay be fafeft for you znd I tofuipend our Judg

menty

Of Goo’s [pecial GrACE. 41

ment of ’em, till we {ce what Fruits and Con-
fequences appear.---On the one Hand, God
can (if he pleafeth) make as powerful Impref-
fions upon Men’s Minds by his Spirit,. as he did
vpon Paul’s by a Light from Heaven, that fhall
fuddenly and forceably cafl >em to the Ground,

“---But on the other Hand, as this has not been
“his ufual Difpenfation, I don’t know that. we

have any Warrant to expeé? fuch Things ; nor
to conclude from thefe Agitations, feparately
confider’d, that they neceflarily are, or are not,
the Confequences of the Operations of God’s
Holy Spirit.--- Sudden and great Surprizes may
produce ftrange Effe&s upon the animal (Eco-
nomy ; whether with, or without any due Im-
preflions ¢f Sin.  But (as [ have thewa you be-
fore ) a bare Surprize will never raife Sinpers
from their State of fpiritual Death ; and pro-
cure a fan@fying Change in their Hearts and
Lives, 1f #1s therefore be the Corfequence of
thefe unuflual Appearanges, give Gop the
Glory ; for the Work is certainly from Him.
If the Excefs of Terror and Paflion be allowed
to flow from humasz Infirmity ; yet the Change
it felf in its whole Progrefs, whether confider’d
as -preparatory or faving, can proceed froin

~ Nothing elfe ('asT have before prov’d to you )

but from that IVorking of almighty Power,
wher:'y God is able even to fubdue all Things to
¥imfe)f.--- But then, on th~ contrary, we may
fafely fufpe& this to be no more than a naturaf

E 3 Surprize,

0‘:.’

[ 2%
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- Surprize,or at moft but a temporary Convi&ticn
" when there is no laffing good Effe& thereby
produced, |

EriNeT. ‘¢ 1 don’t know what to fay
3 thefe Things. For my Part I don’t un-
-+ derftand ’em.” '

THEoPH. But can’t you leave thefe Things
to God and Time to difcover ; and in the
mean while make it your earneft and folemn
Bufinefs to obtain thofe gracions Qualifications,
that you are certain you muft obtain, or perifh
forever ?

EriNeT. ¢ The Lord give me a Heart to
¢¢ comply with your Advice. I’'m fure, it is
¢t high Time to look about me; and well
¢ may Deftru&ion from God be a Terror to
€ me, if I han’t yet taken the firft Step to-
¢ wards Salvation, as I am awfully afraid that
¢ I have not.”

o™ 6 N

TueorH. Itis indeed of infinite Importance
for every one to fee to it, that their Hope for
Eternity is well-founded ; and to be now in
Earneft firiving to enter in at the firait Gate,

while the Day of Vifitation lafts, And in Or-
* der to this, 4t is of great Concern, that the
Mind be wholly frced from all Prejudicy
againft the Methods cf converting Grace,

| EPINET.

. — — S

wgs— T
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. EPINET.

€«

‘¢ That the prefent Conference
may have that happy Effect upon my Mind,
¢¢ a5 to remove all the Prejudices  that I have
¢ heretofore entertain’d, and give me a juft
¢¢ View and Apprehenfion of Things, I fhall
¢¢ take the Freedom to propofe fome further
¢ Difficulties, from thefe late Appearances,
which I don’t know how to folve ; hoping

$¢ for the Continuance of your friendly Af-
¢ fiftance.”

€«

TuEeopH. I fhall rejoice in being any Way
ferviceable to your beft Interefls. Be pleafed
therefore to propofe your Difliculties,

\'.o‘
EriNeT. ¢ I can’t underftand thofe excef/s

¢ five Jovs, which many of our late Converts
“ manifeft in a very extraordinary Way and
Manner.---Some fecem to be afted with the
moft raptursus Exults ; while others under
the fame comfortable and delightful Appre-
henfions, fall into a Syncape, and faint away,
remaining for fomc T'ime under a Proftration
of bodily Strength.”

{9
€<
¢¢
€<
(4
€<

ThHeorH. Cana wearyand heavy-laden Sin-

-ner poflibly do ctherwife than resice, upon his

obtaining good EvVIDENCES of an Intersg? in
Chriytand the Favsur of God ; and thereby
%is Freedom from the dreadful Burthen of
uilt, and the amazing Apprehenlions of the
Writh

e ———— —_—— =
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Wrath of God, with which his *Soul was fo
greatly opprefled 7 Don’t the Apoftle accord-
ingly tell us, that being juftified by Faith, we

bave Peace with Gad,---and rejzice in 1
the Glory of God ¢ yoice i sope of

EPINET. *° But the Tixe you menticn,

¢¢ fpeaks nothing of thofe extatick Joys, which
¢ bave lately been fo much talked of.”

,'Tasopﬂ..lf that Text does not fpcak of
fuch extraordinary sy, there be many other

- Texts of Scripture that do particularly fpeak of

- this alfo,
i.hlz‘e’ving, ye rejoice
| Yull of Glory.

Such as that, (1 Pet. i.8.) Ir whom
with Foy unfpeakable, and

And that, ( Eph. i, 13, 14.)

 After that ye belicved, ye were Jealed with that

baly Spirit of Promife, which is the Earneft of
your Inberitance.--- You certainly can’t have
feen or heard of any Thing of this Kind, fupe-
rior to ]OY'UNSPEAKABLE and full of
GLORY. And it is equally certain from the
Nature of Things, that Nothing can excecd
the EARNEST, firft Fruits, or Foretafls of
the future INHERITANCE.----You mult
therefore acknowledge, that the Scriptures do
fpeak of foys as eminent both for Kind and
Degree, as any of thofe Inftances can be, which
you refer to,

Eriver,

-— - -- PR —_— . .- T s e i ———
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EpiNeT. “ How then does.it come to
¢ pafs, that we have heard nothing of this

¢ Kind beretofore ¢ Were there no Chriftians

¢ in the World till mow ¢

THEeoPH. This Queftion is founded upon a

falfe and miftaken Suppofition. --- Thefe Foys
have been experienced by very many of theChil-

dren of God, in all Ages and Difpenfations of

the Church. And I have met with former In-
ftances of this Kind more eminent and remar=-

kable, than any of a late Date, that I have

heard of.---It muft indeed be fuppofedythatin

this happy Time of a more general

ufion

of the blefled Spirit, Iaftances of this Kind

will be more numerous ; and thefe Experiences
more freely [poken of,

EriNeT. ¢¢ Then you fuppofe thefe ]oy&
‘¢ to proceed from the immediate Influences of

¢ the Spirit of God.,

TueoprH, Be pleafed to read Rom. viii. 15,
16. and try whether you yourfelf can dare to
think otherwife,than that it is theSpirit of Adop-

tion, whereby Believers can o joyfully cry dbba

Father 5 and that this proceeds from the #it-
nefs of the Spirit himfelf with our Spirits, that
we are the Children of God,

EPINET,

|

|
|

{
|
!
|
!
|
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ErINET.
i € QObjettion againft tais, that fame have expe-.
' ¢ rienced thefe felf-{2me rapturous Joys, whofe
¢ future Converfations have not exhibited the
““ Fruits of the Spirit 3 and have been very
¢¢ far from Evidences of their good State.----
€ Can it be fuppofed, that the Spirit of God

N
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| ¢ neft, "and worldly Perfons 2

?

have experienced the fameKind of Comfort, the
 Jelf-fae Joys that others fpeak of ?--- Thefe
e Poys of the Holy Ghoff are certainly incommu-

animal Impreffions, or from diabolical Delufi-

" of Safety,

tn this plaulible Difguife,

¢ It feems to me an invincible .

‘¢ will gmtnefs to the Adoption of proud,‘difhd-.” :

Turorn. How do you know that thefe

“micable to any who han’t themfelves had the .|
,,;Experience of them ; or as the Apoftle expref- "
“feth it, they are unfpeakable. They are a new
Name written, which none can know, but they
that have it.---Some Perfons, alas, may (from -

ons) imagine that they have thefe Sealirgs of 15¢ &
Spirit ; and be lull’d afleep in their Carnalicy
and Security, by this vain Dream.---- In 1his
Way the Devil plays a iure Game ; and, no
| Doubt, often transforms bimfelf inte an Argel
. of Light, to this End, that he may keep People
fecure, by an imaginary Experience of a State
He never aéls more like a Devil 5
| 'nor is he in any Shape more to be feared, :hmj;m .

EpPINET, 45 .dau.on, it muft quickly end in Difappointment

e —- -
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" EpNeT. “ How then fhall we dyiz}zgz)z‘/b

¢“ the Sealings of the blefled Spirit, “fro

~ < animal Impreflions, or diabolical Del

‘¢ fions *?

Figeer

Tuzoru, ThoughI have told ya

e

Al
jroefore,

that thefe divine Experiencesare incommitinicable

inexpreflible to thofe who are Strangers to them,
yet there may be a certain and fafe ﬁ;’ﬂz’nﬁio’;
& the other, by thefe

made between the one a
following Rules. |

Firf, Falfe and delufive. Joys never do, but
the unfpeakable Joy and Comfort of Beli’we\kers
always does, flow from good Evidttees of a juf-

'§t§ Seal to a Biz,mk ; nor caufe Perfons to re-
Joice, they don’t know why, or for what,--='

But they whofe Rejoicing
flows from  good Evidences of a juftified State
are never deceived.---In thofe who are Chiiftie
a0s indeed, 'this is the Order,  They
Julified by Faithy and have Peace with God ;

-Q.and thence rejoice in Hope of bis G/lory.---Should

congratulate you upon your Acceflion to the
Government of this Province, it might fill you
with fudden 7oy, from your imaginary Pro-
Motion : But as this Rojoicing had no Foun-

arnd

EEEER N

They therefore, who depend upon their Foys, -

s the only Evidence of a juftified State, are al-
- ways deceived :

are firtt -

tified State.-- - The Spirit of God-never does fct



d Vexation, But fhould I bring you the
}?ing’s Letters Patent, vefting you with tha(t{‘
Dignity, your joy would be rational an
grounded. The Application of this to the pre-.
font Cafe is eafy and familiar. And then.

Again----
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. thick. Diarknefs, the Spiri¢ of God fhines with
a furprizing Light into the Soul, difcovers the
Fulnefs and Sufficiency of Chrift, and his Rea-
dia: = and Willingnefs to fave all that coms (G
him, enables the poor trembling Soul heartily
and willingly to accept this precious Saviour up-
Qn his own Terms ; and to feel that he does
fo. By this Means he finds oy and Peace in
Believing.---Now, in this Cafe, his Rejoicing
is founded upon the moft fenfible Evidence of
a true Faith in Chrift ; though perhaps there
may be but little or no difcernable Diftance of
Time, between his aing Faith in Chrift, and
- this ravithing Fruit of it. The Continuance
or Renewal of this Foy in Believers is in like

Manner accompany’d with fuch Qutgoings of
the Soul to Chrift, and fuch a jhedding abread

of the Love of God in their Hearts, as carries its

own Evidence with it, --- They have Reafon

. to rejoice, or elfe it would be a fallacious and
,_abfurd foy,

)

EpineT. ¢ Pardon me, Sir, if T take Li-t ;
¢ berty to interrupt you, that I may ( bcfc;;e
€< you proceed further ) enquire whether1 ; is
¢ Diflinétion of yours (v.vhxchl ack’now e ﬁge |
¢¢ to be moft juft and fcriptural) don’t nece da-
¢ rily conclude againft moft of thofe fudden
¢¢ tranfporting Joys, of which we are treating,
¢t For how can thefe flow from good E*vzdml-’
¢ o5 of a juftified State, which’ are fucd
¢¢ quick Tranfitions from greateft Darknefs and

¢ Diftrefs !

TueopHu. Don’t you think, that the Spmt_
of God can makc 2 guick Dijcovery of ]elfu?;\
Chrift, to the moft dark and diftrefled Sou'\ é
and cnable him to give a fpeedy, bearPty, San
(eafible Confent to the ('JO{PCI’O'&CI'_.. ~--Sup- |
pofe the Cafe to be (as it frequently is) thalt;‘a .
Pecfon is at leaft under a mpt'c uncomfjorta{ le § «
Sufpence with Refped to his State. e de.
many dark Symptoms upon ?us Soul ; a:; lst
filled with awful Jealoufv of tmEv::nt 3 30‘
under greateft Agony from a dreadfuillj:xp;!::! . o
tion of eternal Mifery, In the Tume i $0% M; . -

i [ASESES

[ )

[ )
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N

EpriNeT, ¢ This Explanation of theCafe,
removes the Difficulty beyond my Expec-
tations,---- You’ll now be pleafed to pro-
ceed, to give the other Diffintiions, you
were about to propofe, between the Soul-

“ deluding Joy of the Hypocrite, and thefe
$¢.Sealings of God’s holy Spirit,

I 1
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Tucory. 1 would (Second’y) obferve, that
the oy of the Hypacrite tends to exalt his Spi-
rit, and lift him up with a high Opinion of
bimfelf 3 it caufes bim like the Pharifees of old,’
to think himfelf righteous and to defpife athers -
But the Yoy of the true Believer does always
exceedingly humble his Soul, and lay him low
ander a deep Senfe of his Vilenefs and Unwor-
thinefs.. It fills him with admiring, & adoring
T houghts of the wonderful diftinguithing Grace

of God, to fuch a guilty and polluted Creature
as heis, And

A Difplay

Thirdly, The Foy of the Hypscrite tends ta
Security 3 and to more Neglhigence, Slothful-
nefs, and Formality in Duty : But the Foy of
the true Believer has an arimating and quickning
Irfluence upon him, in all the Duties of 2 reli-
gious Life. It caufeshim to heartily love, and
diligently attend all the Ordinances of God ;
and to mount up with Wings as the Eagle, t
sun and not be weary, to walk and not famnt,

Fourthly, The Foy cf the Hypocrite leaves

him under the Dominion of his Luffs, mor¢

carelefs of his Heart and Life, more bold and

confident in the Commiffion of Sin, from an

Apprehenfion of the Safety of his State : But

on the contrary, the Foy of the true Be-

Jiewer caufeth him to lath bimfelf for all his
Tniquities and Absminations 5 and from a Prin-

cipls
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ciple of Love to God, to be more careful tor
approve himlelf to him ; and more fearful of
off¢ending him.---In a Word, Thefe ravithing
and tranfporting Influences of the blefled Spirit,
arc always a happy Source of habitual Spirstual-
Nindednefs, ot FH:linefs towards God, and
Righteoufnefs togards Men. For the Fruit of

 the Spirit is in all Goeduefsy and Righteoufnefs,,

and Truth,

EriNET. *“ Are we not in great Dan~

““ ger of Mifake, in the Application of thefe
 Rules ?” B

TueorH. I fce no great Danger of Miftaks
by thofe, who will fersoufly and igmpartially atr
tend to 'em, --- Far, on the one Hand, Can.
the Devil himfeif delude-any Soul by good E-
vidences of a juftified State, and by the Exer-+
cife of a lively Faith ? Or will he endeavour
by thefe tranfporting Comforts, to ryike any
Man walk humbly with his God, to quicken
him in his fpiritual Walk, to embitter his Sins
to him ; and make him more watchful over
his Heart and Life ; and more fpiritual and

. heavenly in his whole Converfation ? This

gannot be. Such Foys therefore muft always
e acknowledged to be the Fruits of God’s

| %eﬂ‘cd Spirit 5 and the Manifeftation of his

ove to the Soul.---And, on the other Hand, .
It is impoflible that the Spirit of Ged fhould:

F2 ‘Welude.
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delude Men with filfe, groundlcfs, or unrea-
fonable Comfort and Joy ; or lead them by
his divine Influences to Pride, Self-Cpinion,
and Vanity of Mind ; and to Hypocrify and
rormality, Boldnefs and Security in Sin. This
foy therefcre, however rapturcus and extatic,
can be no other than a dargerous and fatal

Delufion, 1
FriNeT. ° I can’t but acknowledge, that
yeu have given a juft and reafonable Soiu-
uon of my Difficulti=s in this Cafe ; and
*¢ yet thefe Things are what I bave no fer/-
*“ bl Apprehenfion of. But alas !
““ what you can’t help me to. Ycu have
“* convinced me, that Nothing but the pow-

¢ erful Influences of the blefled Spirit of God
““ can beget a faving Change in me, or give
““ me the Comforts of it, if I had it. And
“ how fhould I expe& to know any Thing
¢ about this Joy and Comfort, when I am a-
““ fraid I know nothing elfe as I ought to
¢ know ; .and have yct laid no JFoundation

“¢ for Rejoicing !--- However, fince we- have

L 1]
[ 19

“‘ begun upon thefe Subjeéls, 1 will take Li- .

““ berty to be further troublefome to you, in
‘¢ propofing one or two more of the Difficul-
¢ ties, I have had on my Mind frc . the late
““ Appearances, if your Patiencc will hold
€ Out.”

‘THECPH.
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TucorH. Indeed, Sir, there is no refting

that s .

with Safety in fuch a State, as you apprehend
your own to be.--- Certain it is, that you arC

cither a Child of God, o: his Enemy 3 eifher
an Heir of Heaven, or of Hell ; either 1na

converted State, or upon the Borders of eternal
Deftru&ion. You can’t be infenfible, that
this is not a trifling Affair : but that it infi-
nitely cancerns you to fee to it, that you be
not too late afbamed of your Hope. --- 1 tho’t
it my Duty to ufe this Freedom with you :
and I hope you will accept it (asI am fure
it's defign’d ) for an A& of Kindnefs and
Friendthip. --- As for the other Difficultics
you fpeak of, I hope your propofing them
won’t be unferviceable to either of us; and
Lthall therefore be heartily willing to con-
gribute what I can towards ("«ir removal.

EpiNeT. ¢ T confefs there is fomething
“ elfe of greater Importance for me,than to be
‘“ finding Fault with other Men’s Condudi.
“ But I have Groundsto hope from what I’ve
 already experienced, that this Confere ce
may ferve to make my own Path morc
plain before me : and therefore I fhall pro-
ceed to inform you, that I can’t underitard
the new Method, of difcourfing about reli-
& gious ExPERIENCES, inall Company, and.

F3 ¢¢ upon

¢
¢
14
£¢
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‘deed the Scandal of Profeffors, that th®y fpend.
their- focial Opportunities in worldly, .

54

«¢_upon all Occafions, fo very freely and com~
L 3 mbnly.” . ‘

THaEOPH. T hepe.you are not againftMen’s
improving their Opportunities tugetheg, in con-
verfing upon religious Subje&s, and in Endea-
vours to aflit and quicken one another in the -
Way to the Kingdom of God.---They that fear .
the Lord, [peak often one to another, and God-..

keeps a Book of Remembrance 5 and_they fall.

Le bis, in the Day when ho bindsup bis F ewels.

EriNET. ¢¢ There may ﬁametirﬁes be Ciz- |
«¢_cafion for fuch Difcourfe, when €hrigians.

¢ meet together. --- But do you {fuppofe, that
¢¢ Religion fhould a/ways be the turning Point-.
€ of Converfation ?”’

‘TueopH. I acknowledge we may be call’d
byBufinefs,or out ofCivility to others,and fome-

times meerly for the. Diverfion of our own.

Minds, to difcourfe upon other Subjedts. --- But
as Religion is” infinitely the moft important-
Concern, fo it fhould certain]y be moft upon.
our Hearts ; and then it would alfo be moft
upon our Lips. For, out of the Alundance of -
the Heart, the Mouth [peaketh, Angjt is in-

away .
vain, trifling Difcourfe,

amufe.

{ 1 Day, lefl

Deceitfulnef: of Sin.---The more irreligious any
Perfon is, “the moro fhould his perifbwng Soul.
|- be pitied ; and the more Need has he to be a-
| Waken’d, and excited to tHee from the Wrath.
80 come,---There may indeed he fome open,.

as if they came into.
the Warld for no other End, but meerlyto -

e e e e e ———— e~ 1~
s e —
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amufe themfelves and one another. --- But

would they duly confider, that for every idle.
Word they [peak, they mufl give an Account in.
the Day of ‘Fudgement, they would be morg care-
ful to follow that Advice ( Eph iv. 29. ) to have -
their Communication fuch as is good for the Ufe of
Edifying, that it may minifler Grace unto the.
Hearers.  And that Advice( Col. iv. 6, ) Let-

your Speech be alway with Grace, [eafon’d with

Salts---Itis moft evident from the Impor-.
tance of religious Concerns, from the infinite
Value of our own Souls and the Souls of our
Neighbours, as well as from the plain Direc--.
tions of the Word of God, that we fhould
improve our Occafions of converfing tpggther
erdinarily and chiefly in religious Difcoﬁ.; :

_Eemer. © What if wefallinto the. Cam Some
pany of fuch, to whom this Difgownfe -

% would be moft burth ’ e
 able urthenfome and difygree~

.NTHEG?} ., The Apo%e”s Exhostation (&b,
iii. 13.) is a fufficient Anfwer to that Queftis

on: Exhort one aunother daily, while it ss called .

any. of you.be bardened through the

aban-

. E——— - e
——
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abandon’d, and profane Scoffers at Religion;
to whom our Lord’s Direfion is applicable, in
Matth, vii. 6. Give not that which is /202' unt?.
Dags ; neither caft- ye your ‘Pearls before Swine,
But then, they fhould be notorioufly fuch, be-

“fore we give over our charitable Attempts. for.

their Recovery,

ErineT. ¢ The Lotd forgive me the hor-

¢ rible Mifpenfe of all my paft Oppor m“iﬁﬁ';,
Perhaps you have purpofely =

¢ in Society ! -
¢ gone afide from theCafe I propofed,that you:
““ might reprove me for finning away fo much

" ¢¢ Time, in ifle impertinent Converfation :

¢¢ And I muft own, there was good Reafon
“ for it.--- But what I defired your Obferva- "
¢ tions upon, was the Praltice of many of

““ our new Converts, who are for difeourfing
¢ of their own Experiencesand Attainments

¢ in Religion, and examining others? upon al-
* moft every Occafion of Converfagion.”

\2

[}

.

Tueorn, You'll agknowledgeSGg there.
may be Occafions to"communieate 4P religi-
ous Experiences one to another ;- and thgt it-
is at leat fometimes a Duty to do fo. --- The‘
Seriptures feem to require this of us. We
fhould comfort them which are in any Trouble,.
with the Comfort, wherewith we ouwlws are
comforted of God. 2_Cor. i. 4.---We fhould:

1 Thefl,.

A Diply

I 1 %

comfort our fehves-together, and cdify ome another.

& i”_ ;

- S aw s . v - v po——
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1 Thefl, v. 11.---On Some we fhould Aaye

Compafion, making a Difference ; and others
we fhould fave with Fear.  Jude 22, 23.

ErINET. “° I doubt not, but that there
** are proper Occalions for thefe ‘Things. But
*“ don’t it too much favour of Oftentation, to
be fo commonly fpeaking of our own reli-
gious Attainments, as tho’ we were recome-
mending ourfelves ici Lxamples and Patterns
‘“ to others ?”

£<

L1

Freopn. There is (I confefs) great Dan-
ger, not only of apparent, but of real Oftenta-
tion, and fpiritual Pride, by making our Chri-
fian Experience the ordinary Topic of Con-
verfation,---Chriftians themfelves have unhap-

py Remains of Vanity and Pride in their Hearts, .

hpr2d

which are too apt to be elated, and blown up”
by every Reprefentation of their own Excel-
lencies, For which Reafon they themld be
very cautious of pouring Oil upon that Fire,
which is fo apt of it feIf to blaze,---They are
alfo under the ftri& and curious Infpeétion of

‘the carnal Vorld, who are always ready to take

Occafion of Prejudice, from every imaginary
Appearance of Pri':, or’ Selfaglxaltation,
This thould therefore excite the¥" aution, left
they bring-alR eproach upon the Operations of
God’s Holy Spirit ; and caufe the good Ways
of the Lord to be evil fpoken of, --- And what

> 18
=
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isas much to be fear’d as either of the Thing;
now mention’d, is the Danger of tempting and
prompting fome Pretcnders in Religion, to ex-

A )

' ceed the Truth, in the Narrative of their At-

tatnments, and to rccommend themfel - ta
their Company, by fpeaking of Expericnces
which they have never had, when thefe are
made the common Subjeét of Difcourle,

EpineT. © What then are the proper Oes

¢ cafions for communicating our fpuikual Exe
¢¢ periences to one another !’

.. T'ueors. When Perfons are in Darknefs
and Diftrefs about their Srate, it is needful that

they (hould make their Cafe known, to their

nifter, or fome faithful experienced Chrif-

*¢ian, that thcy may obtain that Affiftance,
~ _@m{ort, or Counfel, which their ‘Condition
¥equireg,
 Trouble (as direéted, in forecited 2 Cor. 1. 4. )

For how can we comfort thofe in

if they don’t make their Troublie known ?---
When a convinced Offender is fo diftrefled with
the Burden of fome particular Sin, or with
fome particular Darknefs and Difficulty relating
to his Conduc?, that he can find no Means to
eafe his Mind, or quiet his Confcience, he
fhould in this Cafe alfo make g Diflculty

. P TI T B B e . B
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Confcience may be fafely healed. Here that

- Rule takes Place, Jam. v. 16. Confefs your

Faults one to another ; and pray ome for ano-
ther.---- Moreover, when the imparting our

- Experiences, whether we be apply’d to, or not,

may be litely to alleviate the Agonies of any
wounded and diftrefled Souls, it is then

proper to let fuch know, how we our felves

have confli&ed with the /ike Darknefs, Trials,
or Temptations ; and to endeavour to comfort

“eur felves together, and help them ( if poffible)

to the [ame Comforts wherewith we have been
comforted of God, according to the forecited
1 Theffiv. 11. and 2 Cor. 1. 4.--- Further-
more, when by converfing with any, 'we find
them building their Hope upon a falfe Founda-
tion, it may be feafonable to let ’em-” know

~how we our felves have formerly been under
the fame dangerous Decest ;5 and how by the -
- Power of divine Grace, our Feet have been -

pluck’d out of the fatal Snare,

This is a
likely Means to fave themby Fear, pulling them
out of the Fire, according to that in Fude23.
This is the Courfe the Apoftle took, to de-
te the Self-Deceivers, Phil. 3. 4, &c. ---1
may alfo add, that intimate Chriftian Friends
may profitably improve Qccafions to affift,
comfogt, and quicken oneanothgr, by mutual
‘Commiunications of religious E€periences. For

LAt e s s e p—

known ; and feck Direction from his Minifter, &5 Iroi jharpneth Iron, [o maya Man this Way
or ‘fome faithful Friend, that his" wounded. .[g?d)aypérg she Countenance of his Friend, Prov.

' S S
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~ xxxvii. 17.--~ Upon the whole, T think that an

ordinary and common Difcourfing of our fpi-
ritual Experiences, except upon fuch Qccafios. |
as I have mention’d, is not fo likely to promote

Py , he
" the Interefts of Religion ; at leaft without t
;t:no(’c Guard againft thofe Indifcretions,which:

~ the too frequent and familiar
~ may tend to betray us 1ato.

Pradlice Qf it

EpiNeT. ¢ I can’t but highly approve:

. ¢¢ what you have faid upon this’ Subject =

¢¢ but there is one Thing you have not yet
¢¢ fpoken to ; and thatisa Claim to ExA-

"« pine and ApMoNisH all they meet with,

¢¢ that fome Men feem to pretend to. I would

% be 'glad to hear what Rules and Direélions

et . o o = —————~ TNy -

< you think proper in that Cafe alfo.”

. TueorH. You have now impos’d upon me
a very difficult Tafk : It is here fcarcely pof-

Gible to fuit DireGions to every particular

Cafe.

EpINET. ¢ Are we then, in this Cafe,

¢¢ under no Rule for our Guidance ?

TueopH. We are under the general Rule
of Charity to our Neighbour ; and as to the
particular Application of that Rule, Wifdom s
profitable to direlt.

And thefe following Me-

m-?ﬂ e e o e—— e e e —
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enter upon Difcourfes of this Nature, in the
moft tender, kind and obliging Manner poffible,
that we may infinuate ourfelves into the Af-
fe®ions, and not ruffie the Paffions of thofe
with whom we converfe. Thus did our LorD
himfelf by the {feven Churches of Afia, as you
may fee in his Epittles to them.---We fhould

“endeavour to defcribe the Danger, and to deteét
“the Sins and Delufions of fome Men, in a

more generzl and diftant Manner, without fpe-
cial Application to them ; when we haveRea-

{dn to conclude, that they would not bear per-

fonal Examination and Admonition. Thus
we may without Offence, in the moft ftrong
and pointed Manner, addrefs the Confciences
of fach Men as would be prejudicedgdnd af-
fronted by a perfonal Addrefs, This Methed
(you know) the Apoftle Paul took with Fe-
lis ; and left his own Confcience to make the
Application. A5 xxiv. 25. We fhould like-
wife take Care, not too blunmtly and abruptly,
without a proper Introdution ; nor unfeafona-
bly, in the Midft of Converfation or Bufinefs
much lefs imperioufly, in a Way of Challenge
or Demand, to examine any Man as to his re-
ligious Experiences, left we bring Contempt
upon our felves and our Profeflion.---But yet
it is doubtlefs our Duty upon proper Occafions,
In a kind affe@®ionzte Manaer, to difcourfgmus
Neighbour upon his - religious State anﬂt-

. e v re—— - TP, AR o W e Mar e TS L S mmnenes S

Rinments, {0 that the Rule be therein atiend-

ferv’d, -- We fhould alwayk
thods may be obferv ' ; R -
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ed, Rom.xv. 2, Let every one of us pleafe bis
Neighbour, for bis Good, to Edification.

EriNner. ¢ If I don’t too much intrude
¢¢ upon your Time and Patience, I would ftil}
€¢ propofe one of my priacipal Objetions a-
“¢ gainft the Condu& of many of our late
“¢ Converts, which has prov’d a fpecial Mat-
£¢ ter of Prejudice and Stumbling to me.”

TuEorH. Be pleafed, Sir, to fpeak freely,
without Compliment or Reftraint. I am yet
ready to contribute what I can to your Sa-
tisfa&tion,

EriNner. ¢ What I refer to, is that
' % jupcGING and CENSURING Spirit, which fo
*¢ much obtains among us.
¢ thefe can be (as they pretend) converted
¢¢ Perfons, and Chriftians indeed ; who fo
¢ openly and avowedly judge their Brethren ;
¢ and fet at Nought their Brethren,”

TueorH. Hold, Sir 3 Wherein thou judgeft
another, thou condemn?e;//i thy felf ’Y Jor thou that
judgeft, dofl the fame Thing, --- You are com-
{)iaizn/ii:g ojf otheé for Cenérioufne(s ; and in the
fame Breath, you cenfure and judge them as un-
converted Perfons, or in other Words, for meer
Hypocrites. Don’t you know who has direfted
20 firfi caff the Beam out of thine ewn Eye, -that

thoy el

I can’t fee how
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thou mayft [ee clearly to coft the Mote ont of thy

Brother’s Eye ¢

i

i

EriNeT. ¢ Sir, I accept your Reproof ;

¢ and heartily I fee that

thank you for it.

‘¢ the Fault is on both Sides, by which thefs
¢ Diftances and Alienations of Mind are kept

“ up among Profeflors of Religion.----But
¢¢ though I have carried my Cenfure too far,
¢ even till I have fallen into the fame Fault
¢“ myfelf ; yet you muft nevertheles owan,
¢¢ that this judging and cenfuring Spirit is
*“ what the Scriptures every where condemn,”

[ o)

Treopn, “There is nothing more cestain,
than that the Scriptures do repeatedly and in

, the ftrongeft Terms condemn our judging and

cenfuring one another.---It may therefore be

proper to confider what that Sin is, which the

Scriptures fc often tellify againft. In Order

to which I would enquire of you, whether you -

think it an unlawful Judging & Cenforioufnefs,
to determine of a -vifibly lisfe, ficndalous and

State ; and as fuch, anHeir of Deftru@ion and
Death ?

ErPINET. “ No/ That's a clear Cafe -
¢ Thbe Unrighteous fhall not inberit the Kirgdom
““ of God ; and the Tree is knewn by its Fruis.”

G2

THEOPH,

‘profiigatz Perfon, that he is in un ancenverted

o W .
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‘TreopH. Is it finful Cenforioufnefs,to con-

clude, that fuch who are open Defpifers of

vital Piaty ; and Negle@ers of God’s #or/bip,
who don’t pray in their Families, or attend
publick Ordinances ; who vifibly abhor all re-
bigiousConverfatisn, and oppofe all that promote
it, are yet in a carnal State ?

ErINET. ¢ Some Parts of this Queftion
“ do (I confef:) maft fenlibly affe€ me: You
““ have brought the Matter home to my own
“ Cafe. But though I thereby condemn my
““ felf, T think this alfo muft be anfwer’d in
““ the Neuative,
““ none but thofe, who diligently feek him : and
““ they who ferfake bim (much more they who
““ defpile him) will be caft off for ever,

"

TueorH. May we not iawfully judge fuch
Men to be infincere and in an unconverted
State, who re/t in an outward Profeffion, in
their moral Honelly, or religicus Duties, with-
out any Experience of a regenerating Change,
or of a lively Fuirh in Chrift !

ErineT. ¢ It is doubtlefs true, that there
‘*“ be fuch who have a Name to live, when they
““ are dead ; and have aForm of Godlinefs,with-
out the Power. And it can be no Cenfori-
oufnefs to determine of fuch as thefe, in ge-

neral, that they are Hypocrites and in a
carnal

PN

<
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For God is @ Rewarder of
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“ carnal State.--- But what Bufine's have we

¢ to make the Application to particular Per-

““ fons ! Can we judge Men’s Hearts ; or

‘“ know what are, or are not, the fecret

¢ Tranfa&tons between GGod and thei{ Souls #”?

THEOPH. Suppofe I were difcourfing with
any Man about his religious Experiences and
Attainments ; and found good Reafon to con-
clude, that he refted in a meer Form of Godli-
refs, and was theiely in Danger of eternal Per-
dition ;3 Don’t Charity and Compaflion to his
precious Soul obligi: me to tell him my Fears,
with the Reafons of vhem, that I may (if pof-
fible) prevent his perihing, with a Lie in bis
right Hand ?--- To give you a more fenfible

. Apprehenfion of what I mean : Suppofe from

the Account you have given of your felf in the
prefent Converfation, 1 have Reafon to con-
clude, that you.are yet a Stranger to the Power
of Godline (5, am I not obliged in Duty to God
and Faithfulnefs to youy to fet your Danger

-before you ?

EpiNneT. ¢“ T believe both thefe Que-
¢ ftions fhould be anfwer’l in the Afic-
““ mative.”’ -

»

Traeopu. Well then, there may be Oc-
cafion to reprefent to particular Perfons our
Fears of their refting in a meer Form of God-

G 3 Liness.

v N Y Iwmaw .
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~ cafion is now before me.

~ Maethods of divine Grace in a Sinner’s Conver-

~ der Regard to your eternal Intereft, I am obli-

A Dz/}/a_y

linefs.--- And pardon me, Sir, if out of a ten-

ged, to tell you that I can’t but think the Oc-

I am awfully afraid,
from your utter Unacquaintednefs with the

fion, that you have never yet experienced that
Change, which you certainly muft experience,
or never enter the Kingdom of Heaven.--This,
Sir, is the greateft Kindnefs to you that I am
at prefent capable of ; and I hope, you will
accept it accordingly.

EpINET. *° Sir, you furprize me. Tho’
my Confcience was before laying the fame
“ Cbarge againft me, your faithful Dealin
¢ ( for which 1 neartily thank you ) has re-
‘¢ yived and quickned xts Accufations ;3 and
“ my Mind is grown very uneafy, that I
¢ am not fo fit for further Difcourfe. Z--But it
*“ mayn’t be unlerviceable to me, to hear your
particular Sentiments upon the prefent Sub-
< je&. It may perhaps further remove thofe
“ finful Prejudices, that I am fenfible I have

114

£L

‘¢ gntertain’d. --- As you have already fhewn

‘¢ who are mot guilty of finfully judging one
*¢ another : Be pleas’d alfo to thew what this
« Sin 13, wh:ch the Scriptures fo much con-
s demn, and wiio may be faid to be guilty
** of 1t,

‘THEOPH,

l
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Tneoen. The Lord grant, that your pre-
fent Concern may end in well-grounded Com-
fort and Peace ! --- As for my Sentiments upon
the Subje& under Conﬁdcrauon, I fhall offer
them in the following Particulars.

1. There is no Doubt to be made but that
there has be’n utterly a Fault among us, in the
Cenforioufnefs and reproachful Afperfions, that’
have be’n fo commonly obferv’d and complain’d
of, in fomany Partsof the Country : Norcan
it be doubted by any that have read the New
Teflament, that this isa very great Sin, de-
fru&ive of chriftian Charity, injurious to our
Neighbour’s Reputatien, produétive of Divifi-
ons and Animofities ; and of Prejudices in
Men’s Minds againft the Profeflors, and even
the Profefion of vital Piety: And therefore
. very provoking unto God.--- But then it con-
cerns us, that we our felves may avoid this Sin,
which we fo juftly condemn in others, charis+
tably to conclude, that fome of thefe a& with
good Vzews, though upon miftaken Principles ;
and that they have a Zeal for Ged thercin, tho
it be mot according 1o Knowledge.

2. They who adventure to cenfure the State
of fuch, who are of a regular and blamelefs
Converfation, Friends to a rclxg:ous Life, and
careful Obfervers of the Ordinances of God,
without any ipecial Acquaintance with their

° religicus
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religious Experisnces, are guilty of: this Sin,
Who art thou that judgeft another Man’s Ser-
want 2 to his own Malter be flandeth or fal-
leth, Rom. xiv. 4. Fudge Nothing before the

Time, until the Lord come, who both will bring
to Light the hidden Things of Darknefs ; and

will make manifeft the Cosnfels of the Heart,

1 Cor. iv, v,

3. They who publih and proclaim abroad
. their Fears and Apprehenfions, of regular and

blamelefs Profeflors, that they are but Formalijis

~ and Hypocrites, though they may fuppofe they
- have good Grounds for their Fears, are notwith- -
. ftanding guilty of that judging, which the Scrip-
~ ture condemns, For they hereby fet at Nought
~ their Brother, contrary to Rom, xiv. 10, And
Jpeak evil of their Brother 5 and pudge their
~Bro®her, and thereby [peak Evil of “the Law,
#d judge the Law ;5 they are therefore nat Do- -

the Law, but Fudges. Jam,iv. 11.---

(if we have Opportunity for it) privately, cha-
ritably, and affe€tionately communicated only
to the Perfin concern’d, for his belt Good and

Advantage,

4. They who with Rigour, Roughnefs and

- Afperity, in dealing with any Perfons of a re-

gular Converfation, do admonifh them of their

Brmality

fe Apprehenfions, if fuch we have, fhould:
either be concealed in our ewn Breafls 3 or elfe -
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Firmality ; and they who. in a pefitive, baughty
Manner determine their prefent Stateand future
Danger ; thefe are likewife guilty of this Sin,
For herein alfo they are not Doiers of the Law,
but fudges 5 and hereby they put a Stumbling
Blick and Occafisn to fall, in their Brother’s

IWay, contrary to Rom. xiv. 13. They here-
by irritate Men’s Paffions, prejudice them a-

_gainft the Perfons and Profeffion of their Ad-

monifhers : and inflame the Enmity of their
carnal Mind to the Power of Godlinefs ?

5. When Men run into thefe Methods of
judging thofe Minifters of the Gofpel, who are
vilibly weli-qualified for the Miniftry, and have
vifibly conducted themfelves well in the Dif-
charge of their facred Truft, they are more ag-
gravatedly guilty of this Sin ; by prejudicing

- People againft their Minifters ; and thereby

making them flight the Qrdinances of the Gof-_ -
pel,to the great Danger of -their precious Souis,**
This is to do dire&t Violence to that Admoni-
tion,. 1 Tim. v. 19. Againft an Elder receive
nit an Accufation, but bejore two or three Wit~

T #effes 5 - and to that Exhortation, Phil, ii, 29,
A Hild fuch in Reputation, --- Upon the whole,

they who have been guilty in any of thefe In-
ftances, have.great Reafon for a particular and
decp Repentance ; and for a folemn Care to -
reform their future Condu&. For, whatever
Thoughts they may now entertain, they muft *
' - quickly
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quickly ftand before that Judge, who will let
the World fee the Honour pe puts upon his
Word ; and the Regard he expeéls from all
who profefs his Name, to the Rules which he

has given them.--- Thus, Sir, I have endea-
voured according to my Capacity, to an{wer

your Demands in this Inftance alfo, --- Are

there any other Difficulties before you, whick
you defire lhould be confider’d ? .

- - Epiver. §f Ithould be fomething gratificd
€ by hearing your “Opinion of the Praétice -
¢ which has very much obtain’d of late, of
‘¢ pofitively detamining the Converfion of par-:
¢ ticular Perfons’y and even of declaring to
¢ their Faces, that they are in a converted aand
< fafe Eftatd¥; though perhaps in fome pf
¢ thofe Inftances, there has been but a very
¢¢ fhort Time to obferve this great Change.--
¢¢ Thefe Things have ftumbled me. But I'm
¢ afraid, whether I han’t been a&ed more by
¢ Prejudice, than by a proper Concern for the
¢ Interefts of Religion, in my Oppofition to
(4 3 ’em.” .

[ )

[ )

TueoprH. You muft own, that thefe: Ope-
rations of the blefled Spirit, whereof we bhave
been difcourfing,are in their ownNature fernible
Impreflions ; which may be difcerned by thofe
who are the happy Subjefts of ’em. They
therefore, who have had a convincing and hum-.

bling
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bling Senfe of their Sin, Guilt and Impoten-
¢y ; who have been thereby driven to Defpair
of Help from any Refuges of their own; who
in this their Extremity, have had a Difcovery
of the Sufficiency and Willingnefs of the Lord
Jefus Chrift to fave them ; and have betaken
themfelves for Refuge to this Hope fet before
them ; fuch may bz capable to exhibit in fome
Meafure thefe their Experiences, with theCom-
forts which flow from them, to others ; and
thereby give good Reafon to hope, that the
Power of God’s fpecial Grace has indeed pafled
wpon their Souls.---And if in any late Inftan-
ces, this Change has appeared very fudden and
furprizing, there is the clearer Evidence of the
almighty Efficiency, by which itis wrought ;
and the greater Refemblance of the firft Con-
wverfions in the Chriftian Church.

EriNET. Do you then fuppofe it pro-
¥ per in this Cale, to inform fuch Perfons, in
“ firang and pofitive Terms, that they are now
“ converted toGod,and bécome Heirs of eter-
“ nalGlory ; and to publip and proclaim the
¢ fame Thing abroad to the World?”

THEOPH., Man can look no further than to
e outward Appearance ; the Lord only looketh
m the Heart. We are not therefore to afflume
the divine Prerogative, by pretending to any
$ertainty, even in the moft comfortable and
. : promifing




72 . A Diftlay
promifing Appearances of s Xind.--- They
who have made the highe/f i’icionces this'Way,
have met with Inftances emcu.;i: ¢ confute and
fbame their Confidence ; and to humble them
- for their own Claim toany Thing of an exal
- Spirit of Difcerning. --- Itis enough for us to
~ go as far in this Cafe, as the Apo/iles themfelves

did ordinarily pretend te ; and to fay
1 Pet. v. 12. By Sylvanus, a faithfui Bre-
. thery as I fuppofe. --- Befides, this confident
determining his State may prove very mif-
chievous to the fuppofed Convert., Our mif-
. taking his Cafe, and yet pofitively decreeing
~in his Favour, may lull him aflecp in a dange-
rous Security : And he will find but little
Caufe to thank us for our Confidence, when
all his Expe&ations are cternally cut off,

[On this Occafion, the Gen-
tleman feem’d to be ‘in very
great Perturbation of Mind.
He wept, and fat a

good while filent : butat laft

in a fort of Agony, he vented
thefe abrupt Expreflions-]
E

LPINET,

as

s

€<
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EpineT. ¢ O Sir, you don’t know with
“ what Force your laft Words ftruck - my
¢ Mind. ETernaL Difappointment! O
¢ ETerNITY ! Who can dwell with ever-
“ Jafting Burnings !--- Dear Sir, Can you ade
¢¢ vife a poor felf-deceiving Hypocrite how
¢ fhall efcape the dreadful, the eternal Confe-
¢ quence of my Self-Deceit ! O what 2
¢ Dream,“what a Delirium have [ been in, to
¢ expet Salvation by Chrift without an Intereft
“ in him 17

TueorH. Yoa know, Sir, what Advice
the Apoflle gave to one, who was in the like
Cafe as youfeem to be now in : Believe in

the Lord Fefus Chrift ; and thou fhalt be
Rved. .

EriNET. ¢ But you have already convin-
“ ced me, that this is not in my Power ; this
““ depends upon the fovercign Agency of the
¢« Spirit of God, of that bleffed Spirit, whofe
‘“ Operations I have oppoied and flighted ;
‘“ and he may juftly now reje&t me ; and leave
me forever, under the Guilt of my innume-
rable Sins ; as I have fo long withftood, and
upon every Occafion fpoke againft hisdivine
Influences.---It’s cerain, I can’t help my

«C

(14
1
T
“ my Diftrefs, ;o cail upon him and reccive no

H & Anfwer

felf ; and I’m afraid he’ll now leave me in*

l

]




€ Anfwer, to frek him early and never find

€ him”’

TueorH, I rejoice to fee you defpairing of
all Help in your fe/f : but take Heed, that you
- don’t defpair of the infinite Mercy of Gob ;
and of the infinite Merit and Compaflion of

the glorious REpeemEer. --- Go to God in *

Prayer : labour fenfibly to acknowledge the Sin
of your Nature ; and the Sins of your Prallice,
with their fpecial Aggravations, Lament be-
fore him this particular Sin, that feems to faften
upon your Confcience at this Time.--- Ac-

knowledge yourGuilt and Defert of hisWrath ; -

acknowledge your Impotence and utter Inabi-
Yity to help your felf ; and that you lie at his
Mercy. Caft yourftlf at his Foot ; and b%-
. feech him, with importunate Ardour of Seul,

‘that he will draw you 1o Chrifl.--- And endea-
vour to look to Fefus Chrift, as a Saviour fuf-

ficient for you, how numerous, how great,

and aggravated foever your Sins are ; and how
dark and difficule f{oever your Cafe is, or can
be. And hold onin this Way, whatever your
Succels appear to be,

ErINET. *° I’m 2n old Man, an old Sin-
¢ nar, and Defpifer of Mercy,
$¢ otoo late”

‘THEOPH,

I'm afraid it

‘ Of Gov’s fpecial Grace. 7o

Tarorn. It is indeed too late to reft any
Jonger in ycur Security, or to put off the Con-
cerns of your Soul, and rejeé the Offers of
Mercy any more. But blefled be God | Be-
hold, now 1s the accepted Time ! bebald, now 1s
the Day of Salvation I---God has waited long;
upon you ; and has not taken the Forfeiture
at your Hands ; but is by your prefent Cor.-
cern gwving you a happy Evidence, that your
Day of Grace is not yet paft. ---- O therefore
now fly for Refuge ts take hold of the Hape that
is Jet before you.  There is yet Hope in Ifrael as
boncerning this Thing, |

EprINeT. ““ If I 2am faved, it will be o
a ne
:‘ of the greateft Difplays of’Divine Grace,
“’ that ever was known.---Well | T will lie
* at thesFootftool of God’s infinite Mercy :

“if T muft perith, I will perith there | .

TueorH. A good Conclufion ! If the

Lord affift you to keep this Refolution
Cafe will be very hoperul, > your

ErINET. ¢¢ Sir) T heartil

| , y thank you for

;XI c)lro.ur Kindnefs and Faithfulpefs yto me:
nd intreat your Prayers for a poor puilt

“ worthlefs Wretch.---It is now grown %ate }:

“and I muft (tho’ wi : :
@ ol (tho’ with Reluétance) bid you

€¢
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- THeorH, Sir, a good Night to you 1---]Jt
- 3s my Duty to pray for you, that God would
carry on his Work in your Heart, enable you
to bring your weary and heavy-laden Soul to
Chrift ; and not leave you to wear off theleIm-
preflions, until you find Reft in him. May
the God of all Grace thew vou his Mercy, ard
vifit you with his Salvation !

EpINET, ¢ Amen ! Amen!

BE-BE-EE-B0-B-B

THE

£ BR-BB-TR-BED G

L hgsew.

t- ¢ greater now than ever before.
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THE

Sccond Conference.

fore recited, the Minifter having Occa-
fion of along Journey, was about a
Month zbfent {from Home. And the
firft Day after his Return, he was agaia vifited
by the fame Gentleman, who with a chearful
Countenance addrefled him in the following

Manper.

I" i'\HE next Dav after the Converfation he-

Ermner. *¢ Sir, you are welcome Home,
¢ 1 am heartily glad to fee you.---1 had al-
““ ways a great Value for yon ; but much
1 can now
more feelingly fay, How beautiful are the
Feet of them that preach the'Gofpel of Peace ;
and bring glad Tidings of geod Lhings !”

¢

'

<

o~

¢

-

H 1 Treors,




—— e —————— s POV ——— - - = = — St —_—

48 A Difplay

he 2V

Of Gob’s fpecial Grace. 79 - {ﬂ
§}

" ftopt by his Tears ; and for

~ you have been very, much upon my Mind fince
~ your laft Vifit, I have earneftly long’d to know
. xhe Effe& of that Concern, which you then ex-

TuEeoprH. Sir, I rejoice to fee you. As

prefs’d, about your eternal Interefts,

Erpiner. ¢ If I ben’t again deceiving my

¢ felf, God has been wonderfully gracious to- 3

. ¢¢ one of the

- ¢ withftanding my lcng Abufe of Mercy, and

- ¢ QOppofition to the Operations of his blefled
¢¢ Spirit,---

greateft of Sinners. And not-

[Upon the uttering thefe laft
Expreflions, the Gentleman was

fome Time incapacitated to fi-

nifh what he began to {peak :

but at Length‘fuppre{ﬁng his -

Paflions, he proceeded. ],

R _Notwjzgﬁ'anding (I fay ) my enormous
“ Guilt, a merciful God has, I hope, even in

¢ my oid "Age, made fome Manifeftations of

“ his Love in Jefus Chrift to my Soul.”

' TH‘E'O'PHr |

¢ muft perifh, to perifh there.

THEeorH. If you have indeed experienced a
faving Change, you are laid under the higheft
Obligations of Gratitude to the fpecial, diftin-
guithing, and fovereign Mercy of God ; and
have Reafon eternally to magnify and praife
the Riches of that Grace, by which you are

“accepted in the Belsved.---Will you be pleafed

to favour me with a general Narrative of the
Methods, by which you were brought to this
comfortable Conclufion?

EpiNeT. ¢ Ileft you laft with a Sort of
““ a Refolution, that I would lie at the Foot-
¢ ftool of God’s Mercy ; and determin’d,if I
And accord-
¢¢ ingly I retired to my Clofet asfoon as I came
““ home ; and attempted to pour out my dif-
¢ trefled Soul to God. But alas! my Mind.
“¢ was Nothing but Horror and Diftrefs,
¢ The Sins of my paft Life, even from my
¢ earlieft Youth, were fet in Grder before my
¢« Eyes. I could not look to God, but as to
¢ a provoked Judge. The- Idéa’s of eternal *
¢ Deftruction feem’d to intérrupt every Con-
¢‘ feflion of Sin, and every Petition for Mer-
¢ cy; and in fhort, the whole Performance
¢ was a mzer Medly of Diftragion}and Con-
““ {ufion : Infomuch thatzheﬁmﬂGiearh
¢ of Comfort, which-flow’d  from< the fore-
““ mention’d Pefolution, was-new quite loft,
“ For waat Hope could P entertgin from
| . - © ¢ fuch




8o

€<

. 4
N 4 4

(44

€<

. €S

- €€

€¢

€

€

" &G

© €6

L €6
&

€<

¥ {;
X1
T
N {

(41
€<
<
(44
114

€¢

Y ¥
€¢

cs,

L Y

!

‘

L 14

A Difplay
fuch Lip-S.rvice to an Ombnifcient God !---
I retired to my Bed ; and there lay toffing

to and fro, until the Dawning of the Day.
---I {fpeis the following Day in Fafting and

Prayer, with but little better Succefs,--- I.

examin’d my Conduét towards Aen, in all

the Dealings of my Life, as particularly as I

could ; and refolv’d upon Reffitution to all
whom I had wrong’d, in every Inftance
that I could remember. But this Bed aifo
was too fhort for me to ftretch my.felf upon,
---I faw that thefe Things, though neccefia-
ry Duties, would never appeafe the Divine
Juttice, and atone for my Sins ; nor pur-
chafe the Favour of God. ---1 fomet:mes
endeavour’d to comfort myfelf with Re/olu-
tions of a more f{tri® and watchful Lie :
and (ometimes endeavcur’d to look to the
Lord Fefus Chrifi for Salvation ; but was
fenfible, that I could not a& Faith in him.
---1 fpent a great Part of my Time for the
firk Fortnight, in A&s of Devotion ; and
yet found my Heart as hard as a Stone. I
could excite no Affe&ion or Paffion, but
Fear, in any of my Approaches unto God.
---1 was now ready to conclude my Cafe
bopelefs : that T was left of God ; and that
my Day of Grace was paft.---In this Ex-
tremity 1 retired to my Clofet 3 and was en-
abled, with a more feeling Senfe, to con-

fefs my utter Unworthinefs of Mercy ; and
was

¢ much is an Interelt in him to be

%5

"
K

2 .
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“ was filled with Admiration at the Pati-
“ ence of God towards me, that I was yet out
‘““ of Hell. I faw that I could not help my felf;
““ and did not deferve, that God fhould help
‘“ me. I concluded the Duty with a Sort of
““ Refignation of myfelf into his Hands, T ac-
‘“ knowledged, that I lay at his Mercy 5 if he
““ would grant me an Intereft in Chrift and
““ his Salvation, it wculd be to the eternal
““ Glory of his great "Jame : But he would
“ be moft ju/,if he thould caft me off forever,
““ I refolved to leave the Cafe with him, how-

ever he would be pleafed to deal with me.
And this fomething eafed my Mind ; and

€t
[ 19

‘“ put me into a more calm and quiet Frame.

THEOPH. You fpeak of 2 Calm in your
Mind, that follow’d this Submiffion. Did you
now conclude your felf in a fafe State ?

*EpINET. ¢ No, Sir, but my Hipes were
““ fomething revived ; and my Defires after
““ CHRIST were mo-e than proportional to
““ my Hopes.--- O ( thoughtI) that I could
““ but obtain an Intereft in CHRIsT !
prefer’d
“ to all the World ! T could not then envy
‘¢ the Magnificence or Grandeur of the
“¢ Men of the World,--- I faw this World to
‘g what it is, a Bubble, a Nothing, when
‘,‘c‘gﬁpar’d to an Intereft in Chrift.” -
e THEOPH,

(4
’

How .

great
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TuEorH. And how did you at laft ob-
tain Satisfattion in that important Point ?

Of Gov’s fpecial Grack. 83

--- Thefe delightful Operations of my
Mind ftopt the Progrefs of my reading for
fome confiderable Time. At lengthl un-
dertook to read the remaining - Part of the
Chapter, and when 1 came to the 48th
““ Verfe, And be faid unto her, Thy Sins are
““ forgiven, a powertul Impreflion accompany’d
¢ the reading thofe Words, as if they had been
“‘ fpoken to me in Perfon.--- How did this fill
me with Wonder and Joy / How did my
Soul cry out, Lord, what am I / Whence
this aftonithing Mercy to fovilea Wretch 7
““ O how in me bas the Lord Fefus Chrift
““ fhew’d forth all Long-fuffering, for a Pat-
““tern ic them that fhould hereafier believe on
bim !--- But I can’t defcribe to you the ra-
vifthing Satisfa&tion of the Remainder of that
Day, and the whole fucceeding Night.---
Since that Time, my joyful Views oP the
Love of God are fenfibly remitted :  but
my Comfort remains ; and I ftill find fuch
Delight and Enlagement in all the Du-
tics of Religion, as I never experienced be- -
fore.---This is a brief and imperfeét Repre-
fentation of my Cafe ; and [ defire you
would deal freely and impartially with me,
in giving me your Opinion of it,

¢l
€¢
L 14
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EriNET. ¢ After fome Davs fpent in fuch
ardent Defires after an {ntor it in Chntft,
accompany’d with fich inacovours as I was
¢¢ capable of, [ lzrpon'd toread Luk. viio 41,
¢ g2, There wa: a certain Credizorywhich bed
€ two Debtors : the one owed Five hundred
““ Pence, the other fifty 5 1shen they had nothing
“ to pay, he frankly forgave them buik. Te;ll
““ me therefore, which of them will love bim
““ mofl.” --- This gave nz a furprizing View
¢ of the Freenefs of redeeming Love , and
¢ the Readinefs of our blefled Saviour to par~
¢ don and fave all fuch Sinners that come to -
. ¢¢ him, without Diftin&ion 2r Difference, the
- ¢ greateft as well as the fmallett.--- With what
- ¢ afull and convincing Light, and with what
¢ inexpreflible Satisfaltion, could I now be- ,
‘“ hold, that there was Safety for my pgor
¢ guilty trembling Soul in Chrift ! --- I tho’t
“ if I had a thoufand Souls, I could venture 4
¢¢ them all with him. Tho’ my Sins wce
‘“ ever fo many and great, he would frank- .
“ ly forgive them all. The Efficacy of his | «
¢ Blood was fufficient for any 3innecr under
~ ¢¢ Heaven ; and therefore fufhicient for me, --
“ I found my felf joyfully willing to zaccept
¢ this Saviour upon any Terms ; to do,be, of

. ¢ bear whatever he call’d and enabled me to.
- ““wee Thele

49
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‘TueopH. My Opinion will ftand you in

but little Stead.--- Ifyou had a Certificate from
Al sve Minifters in the World, it weuld not be '

o accepted

C - -~
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accepted at the Bar of your finalJudge. Or if
they all decree you a Hypocrite ;3 and the
Lord Jefus Chrift accepts and approves you in
the great Day, you will be fate enough. ---I
can’t hewever but hope, that I have Caufe to
join with you in praifing God for this Work
of Grace, which he has wreught in yeur Soul,
May the fucceeding Fruits of the blefled Spirit
convince us both, that our Hopes are well
giounded, If it be indeed a faving Change,
(as I hope it is ) it will have a happy and abi-
ding Etle& upon your Heart and Life ; by
which your Hope and Comfort may be further
confirmed.-=-1 am glad to find you fo chear-
fully and delight{ully trufting your Soul in vour
Redeemer’s Hands. But remember, that you
are not always to expcét Sun-fhine and fair
Weather. You muit prepare for a Storm ;
ardggefolve through Grace, that whatever
Temptations or Corruptions you may encoun-
ter, you will yet keep your Heart fixed,trufting
in the Lord.---Have you met with no Rub in
your Way, fince your firft Comfort ?

EpPINET. ¢ Yes, Sir, I fcll into Company
¢ the laft Night, with a Gentleman who ve-
““ hemently exclaims againft our Miniflers,
““ and the Do&iines they teach ; which put
““ meinto fuome little Confufion. But 1 chofe
‘“ to avoid any Difputation with him ; and

urged

The Libertine detefted. 8

““ urged him to méet me here to Day, which
“ hepromifed todo; and I expect bim every
¢ Minute,”

[ Tuft as thefe Words were
Jpoken, the Perfon mention'd
knockt at the Door, who being
introduced with ufual Salutati-
ons, the following [hort Dialogue
enfued 5 in which this Gentle-
man will be reprefented under
the borrowed WNawe of Li-

BERTINUS.]

-

THEoPH. I fuppofe this may be the Gen-
tleman you referred to, in your Difcourfe
juft now,

ErPINET. ¢¢ Yes, Sir. Heis come to let
you know the Obje&tions he has againit
“ your Miniflry, and the D:fFrines you teach.”

€<

LiserTINUs. ¢ Upon this Gentleman’s
““-Requcft, I promis’d the l2ft Nighr, that [
“ would makesthe fame Objections to your
““ Face, that I then made to kim ageinft'yoy

1 4t (317(3
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¢¢ (and other carnal Minifters, who are leading

¢ noor Souls blindfold in the Way of Darknefs
¢ and Mifery) upon Condition that you will
¢ patiently hear what I have to fay.”

TurorH. Sir, If I am as you reprefent me,
a carrzal Minifter, who am leading Sinners in
the Way of Dg?ruftizn, it is high Time 1
fhould hear, and good Reafon I thould pati-
ently hear my Danger ; and chearfuliy fubmit
ro be led out of it. I fhall therefore attend
in the Chara@er of a Learner, to what In-
frutions you are pleafed to give me,

LigerTIv.,  You fhew your /leza! Spi-
¢ rit, by teaching Sinners the Necefiity of
<< Preparations for their coming to Chritt ;
< and not dire&ing them to comne immediate-
¢ ly, without Delay.

TueopH. Be pleaied to give me fome par-
ticular Dire@ions, that I may know how to
copdu@ my felf for the future---And I firft
defire you would tell me what you mean by
~oming te Chrifi ?

Ligzrriy, ¢ I mean, receiving him by

c¢ Fdl.&fll).”

TrropH. Should we direét Sinners to come
¢to Chrift, and receive him by laits, bcflore
they

Zhe Libertine detefted. 87

thov underfland the Way and Terms of Salva-
tica, propos’d in the Gofpel ?

LiserTIiN, ““ No ! you fhould irfinc&
them in thefe Things 5 and then exhore  hem
to come to Chritt,  For bowecan 1l be-
licve in bimy of whom they bave nct bear

44
139

€4

Turroru., What fhould we exhort then:
come to Chnift for ¢

.
Lz

LirerTIN. ¢ To fave them from theis
 Sin and Miferv.”

THueoprH. Should we exhort them to cor..:
to Cihrit to fave them from their Sin ar
Mifery, without any Senfe that they are finiu!
and miferable ?

LiserTIN, ¢ That’s impoflible ; and a
“ Coanwradi&ion,”

TueopH. Should we dire& them to come
to Chritt, and receive him, with an Apprehen-
fion and  Expe&ation that they can fave them-

[elves 5 and have no Need of a {pecial Intereft

in the Redecmer?

LiserTiN, ¢ No! you fhouid teach them
¢ their Neceffity of an Intereftin Chrift ;
* and exhort them to come immediately.”

I 2 ‘THEOPH,




RN N
T TR g

88 The Libertine detefied.

TueorH. Should we teach them to come
immediately to Chrift, and to receive him by
Faith without any Defires of an Intereft in

him ?

LigerTIN, ¢ We thould come to him for

¢« Defires to receive and truft him.

Tueora. We fhould then teach Men, to
zome to Chrift “againft their lls and to be-
Ji-ve in Chrift,that he may make them willing

to believe 1n him I---Should we tcach Men to

bring their cwn Right eoufnefs with them, when
to expedt Salvation

they come to Chrift 7 and
from him for their own fake, for their Duties,

their good Purpcfes, or Pesformances ?

LiperTIN, ¢ You had’nt Necd (1 dare
¢ fa1) to teach ’em any morc legal Dellrines
¢ thin youdo. This Legality of yours, I
¢ hat I am now finding Fault with.”

"TuropH. Should we teach Men to come
to Chrift, and to raceive bim, before they fee
21y Sefety in fo doing, and while they dare
.+ veasure their Souls in his Hands ?

LisprTIN, ¢ Why do you afk fuch Que-.

¢ fhions ! You know,that receiving Chrift by
¢« Fanh irapties trufting in hun and depending
{ b ) S

¢ upon him.”
TaeorH.
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TreorH, Here then are fix different Pre-
paratives, which you acknowledge neceflary
to our receiving Chrit by Faith, By your
own Conceflions, a Sinner muft firft under-
ftand the Way and Terms of Salvation.---He
muft be fenfible of his finful and miferable State.
---He muft fee his Impotency and Neceflity of
an Intereft in Chrift.---He muft have fuchDe-
fires of an Intereft in Chrift, a5 will make him
willing to accept him upon his ownTerms,--He
muft renounce all other Flopes andConﬁdences:
- --And he muft fee fuch Safety in believing in
Chnﬂ,. as wiil enible him Teadily to veu-
ture his eternal Interefls in his Hands.-- Now
ticn, what Doé&rinces do we tecach, but .what
you ’youri’clr”are forc’d to atlow necéffary to be
taught 7 We are as earncft with Sinners to
believe zmmediately in Chrilt, as you can be :
and therefore 2dmonifh them to cry carncﬁ};;
to God that ke would remove all Hindrances
ogxt'(')f the Way ; and cnlighten, perfuade and
cnabie them to believe, that they may be faved
*-We exhort- them to look to Chrift immedi-
ately ; but nct with their Eyes fut."*** We call
upon ’em to give Chrilt immediate Entertain-
ment in their Souls : but we advifg them, in
Ord’er to it, to get the Doors of their Hearts
open’d, which are barr’d againft him ; that fo

| bc: may come in and fup with them, and they with -
bim,  We call upon them to ufe all ap-
_pointed Means, to awake cut of their Sieip, ar.i
I3 arife
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arife fram the Dead, that Cbrifl may give them
Ligbt. ;

LirerTIN. ¢ Poor deluded Soul | T fee
‘“ you han’t been taught of God.”

‘TurorHd. Though you find me unteachable |

in this Point, be pleas’d to proceed in your In-
ftru€ltions ; and fee if you can’t find better
Succefs hereafter.

LiserTIN. ‘¢ You teach, that Men may
. ¢ be true Believers, and yet not #now that they
. *¢ have faving Faith: And on the contrary,
“¢ that they may have a joyful Perfuafisn

" ¢¢ they are interefted in Chrilt ; and yet beUn-

¢ believers. Thus you give Men Hopes of Sal-
- ¢¢ vation, who want the very E/ince of faving
¢¢ Faith ; and would throw uncomfortable

- ¢ Scruples into the Minds of thofe, unto whom
“ God [peaks Peace.

- TueorH. Then you fuppofe, Manifeflation
er a Perfuafion of our juiified State, belongs
to thic £/Jencé of a faving Laith,

LiserTIN. ‘¢ Moft certainly ! Can Men
believe, and not kaow it? Is not Faith an
Exercife of the Mind? And can any Man

¢ be ignorant of the Operation of his own
* Mind ?--~ Can any Man believe in and de-
f | ‘¢ pend

<
<

"

¢
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% pend upon the Lord Jefus Chn.  as his
¢¢ Saviour, and not be perfuaded of the Truth
¢ and Certainty of it ? Or will the Spirit of
¢¢ God ever give Men this joyful Perfuafion,
¢¢ when there is Nothing in it ?

TueorH. Does not Faith in Jefus Chrif
confift in our receiving him uponGofpel- T erms?

LiBerTIN, ¢ Receiving Chrift is certainly -

(4
€
€<
<

L)

(as I told you before) the Scripture-Defini-
tion of faving Faith, 7o as many as received
him, to them gave be Power to become the
Children of God, evsn to them that believe on
his Name. John i. 12, « |

o

"~ &

Tueord. Whichis fir# in Order ? Our
A, in receiving the Lord Jefus Chrift; or the
Evidence, that we have received bim ?

LiserTIN, ¢ IUs certain, that there can
be no Evidence of an airy Nothing. The
A& muft needs preceed the Evidence of that
¢ A&. Thatcan’t be evidently true, which

is not really true at all.--- But what do you
¢ mean by this Queftion ?

L)
L)

TaeopH, Doth it noc then tollow, that
we mult buve Luith before we kuow, or have
Evidence, that we believe in Chrift 3 fiuce we
cannot know we have that, which in Faét we

have
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have not ? and confequently, that Adanifeflae
tion is not of the Eflence of Faith?

L13ErRTIN. “ There is but a verv fhort
¢ Diftance of Time between our receiving

* Crrift, and the Evidence that we have re-
¢ ceived hun,”

TuEeoprH. Suppofe that there were but 2
Minute’s Diftance, --- If true Faith can exift
one fingle Moment, without Manifeflation, it
may for the fame Reafon exift a thoufand.---
If Perfaafion of our good Eftate be neceffary
and ¢ffzntial to true l‘a&th then it cannot exift
one Minute without it, 'If this be not effen-

tially neceflary to true Faith, it may (tho” I
don’t think it ordinarily does ) exift always

without it.--- I don’t fee how this comes fhort
of Demonftration : You muft certainly fall
under the Power of Convition.

LirerTIN, “Demonftration! Itisnothing:
€ but a Quibble, I fee noForce in itto con-
¢ viice----

Tueorn. Let me then enquire further into
this Matter ..... Do you fuppofe, that a// true
Believers always have the Manifeflations of

God’s Love, and <lear Evidenges of an Intereft
in Chrift ?

Lis,
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Li1BerTIN., ¢ No ! They may be under
¢ Defertions. God may hide bis Face, and
““ they may oe troubled.  There may be
¢ fuch, who fear the Lord and obey the Fauce
< of his Servant, who yet walk in Darknefs and
““ fee mo Light. But they have-then no Faith
in Exercife,

[ )

~

9

[ o)

TurorH. Are there not fuch as have had
thofe Evidences and Manifeflations, which we
are fpeaking of, who areafterwards, the greateft
Part of their Lwes, in Darfnefs and Doubt
about their State ?

FicerTIN. ¢ This i1s notorioufly true -
: y
¢ hat how comes it to be fo, but from fuch
b
¢ Teachers as you are ; and from fuch Doc-
 trines as you teach?

THeorH. However it comes to pafs, vou
allow it to be Fa&. And what Clufs muft we
rank thefe in, while in theie dark and doubting
Frames ! Are they Believers, or Unbelievers ?

LinerTin, ¢ I have told you before, they
¢¢ are Believers, under Deferticn. They have
¢¢ the Habit of raith: but are under a Suf-
¢¢ penfion of the Exercife of it.”

TaHEorH, Suppofe they fhould die.in this
dark and doubting Frame, what would their
eternal State be ¢ Lis,
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LiserTIN, ¢ That’sclear: Whem be juf-
tificsy them be alfs glorifies,”

TuaeorH, The Sum c¢f your prefent In-
ftraction thea is this, That there may be
true Believers, who ( while fuch ) may want
the very £ /fence of a faving .}* ;1ith---Th‘ey may,
the oreateit Part of their Lw.es, I?ave the Halit
of Faith without the Exercife of it 5 and be all
this while wholly deftitute of what s ablvlutely
neceflary to thevery Being of true Faith.--They

“may die in this State, true Belicvers, wnhqut
the Effence of Faith ; anfi be ftemally glerifi-
ed.--Don’t you-think it high Time, that a car-

~nal Miniftry and an ignorant World fhould be

“enlightned by fuch Inftruions as thefe !

Well now, if you pleafe, confider the other -

Part of your Charge againft the carnal Miniftry
“you complain of ; and fee whether we are fo
~guilty as you fuppole, by preaching that Men
inay have a joyful Perfeafon that they are
intereffed in CHRIST ; and yet be Unlelievers,
--- I would then enquire, Whether we muft
~conclude fuch a Perfuafion to be a faving Faith,
(if ic fhould puff a Man up with Pride and Va-
nity of Mind ; and caufe him, like the Phari-
. feesy to think bimfelf righteous, and to defpife o
“thers ; or like thofe in the Prophet, to fay, Stand
by thy [elf 5 come not nigh ms 5 for Iam holicr
than thou ?

!

LizcrTiN,

- A eve - . e
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But if it
were fuppofed, all that can be inferred from
it, is, thut they have Linperfection accompa~
“¢ nying their Faith, .

. LIBERTIN.  That can't be.
&

€¢

TuEecrH. That this ccn be, is too evident
from unqueftionable Fa&, open to every Body’s
Obfervation.--- And you are to remember, that
I am not enquiring, whether thefe Perfons bage
true Faith : but whether this Perfuafion of an
Interet in Chrift be ¢ffintial to 2 true Faith,
If fo, this Pride and Vanity does not only ac-
Company their Faith, but is the £ and Fruit
of it. It dire@ly flows from what yeu call fav-
ing Faith, as the immediate Caufe of its Pro-
duction.-- -Suppofe this Perfuafion be but a Parg
of the Defcription of faving Faith ; yet, accor-
<ing to you, it neceflarily belongs to the De-
feription 5 and is of the £/nce of Faith : and
thence it follows, that it"is Faith it felf (what
belongs to its Nature and Eflence) that is the
immediate Caufe of Haughtinefs and Pride. -
But I forget that I am the Learner, What if
fome Perfons, who have this Perfuafion, thould

'~ live finful fenfual and fcandalous Lives ; are

they notwithﬁandi%true Believers ?

Lizerrin. “ TRy won’t live fuch Lives ;
*¢ they will love Holines. But if they did
“ live as you fuppofe, they being interefted in
¢¢ the Redemption of Chrift, can’t fail of Sal-
“ vation,” THEOPH,
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TueorH. TheWorld has had too manyEvi-
~+ dences, that Men may entertain this comforting
and delightful Perfuafion of an Intereft inChiift;
and yet live moft profligate and abandon’dLives.
--- Was.not this the Cafe of the Ranters, Mug-
gletonians, Scekers, Familifis, &c? Thereare
many now living amongft us, who nan’t forgot
the mad Freaks of the infamous CASE and
. BANKS, with their Followers. And who
could have a ftronger Perfuafion of an Intereft
in Chrift, than they had? How did they fre-
~quently go about the Streets in a Sort of Rap-
ti:ve, crying Jov, Joy !I--- Was this their joy-
fu! Satisfaction, and Perfuafion of their Intereit
in Chrift, a true Faith, or not?

LiserTIN, ¢¢ Poor Man ! You have had
¢¢ no Experience what this fatisfactory and joy-
«¢ ful Perfuafion ofan Intereft in Chrift means :
¢¢ Or elfe you would not have imagin’d this

¢¢ People to be capable of it.

TurorH. Bepleas'd then to give me fome
~ further Information about it,---Is our recerving
Chrift, and our perfonal Perfuafion of an In-

terett in him, the jame Thing ? Or are

they not ?

LizerTIN, ¢ I can’t fay, they are altoge-
¢ ther the fame Thing. For, the recciving
v¢ 4 Gift, and Anowing that I do receive it, 2°¢

tw:

l
'

§
s
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¢ two ditferent Things ; tho’ they accompany
¢ one another, and can’t be feparated,

TaeorH. Isit not poflible fora Man to
deceive himfelf, by a ftrong Perfudfion of his
having received the Lord Jefus Chrift by Faith,
when in Rezlity he has not ¢ May he not
think himfelf Sometking, when be 15 Nothing ?---
Did not fudas, did not the five foolifh Virgins,
and the Church of Laodicca, deceive them-
felves ?---And won’t all that live and die in
fuch Self-Deaceit, neceflarily perifp 2

LipertIn, ¢¢ This can’t be depy’d.”

- TueopH. The Sum then of the prefent In-
firu&ion you give me, is this : That the Per-
fuafion, which you fay is efleatial to a true
faving Faith, may be productive of Pride and
Vanity of Mind ; & may confitt with a feanda-
lous and profligate Life:--That it is not the fame
Thing with receiving Chrift, or with fuving
Faith 3 but may, and fometimes docs decerve
Men to their cternal Deffraction: And yet that
all who have this Perfuafion, are a&ually inter-
¢jted in the Redemption of Chrift 5 and can’c
fail of eternal Salvarion,---This, it fcems, is the
Do&rine you would direl us to teach to our
People. ;

1.; ¥ “‘"SY\' )
LAY Y IR F’I e
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EriNeT. I think, Sir, you have fuf-
ficiently expofed this Gentleman’s Opinion.
You would now oblige me, if you would
give us your own Thoughts upon the Subject
under Confideration.”

[ ]

<
<<
€6
€

[ o)

Turoru. Iacknowledge the Truth of what
he fays, that Faithis the Exercife of the Mind ;
and that every Man may énow the Operations
of his own Mind : But it does not follow from
thence, that every Man muft know whether he
bs, or be not a true Believer.--- Tho” we cannset
bit be conlcious to the Actings of our Minds,
and feel them operate: yet we may not certainly

know what is the exa@& Quality of thofe Opera- -

tions ; and whether our Faith be faving and
true, or not.---The Believer may fenfibly feel
fuch Exercifes of Mind, as look very much /rke
true Faith: And yet through the Darknefs of
his Underftanding, the Prevalence of Tempta-
tion, or Fear of Prefumption, he may be awful-

ly jealous, that this is but a counterfeit Grace,

which may leave him expos’d to Difappomtment

and Confufion,
T houfands deceive themfelves in-this rxﬂ con-
cerning Cafe,by taking the Refemblanee for the
Reality : and hence we may well dread being
cheated by meer Appearances, .
1t muft alfo be acknowledged, that clear dif-
tin@ and fatisfying Evidence of the Exércile of
but is what has
beest”

Alas, it’s to be feard, that
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been altually attain’d by many of the Children
ot God, to their unfpeakable Confolation ; and
is what fhould and will be earntitly preffed af-
ter by every true Believer.  He that can content.
him{elf without Affurance, does thereby evidence
that he has hitherto refted fhort of true Faith,
A true Believer can’t willingly be ata dreadful-

Uncertainty, what his eternal State is like to be -

but will give Diligence to make bis Calling and
Eletion jure.--- Manifeftation is ablolutely ne-
ceffary to the Comfort, though it be not necef~
fary to the Safety of a Child of God. It’s ne-

ceflary to the Fay of Faith, though. not to the*
Being of Faith. But this notwithftanding, it
muft be remembred, that it is our Acceptance of
Chrift (and not our Perfuafisn that we have re-
ceived him) which gives us the Power,the Pri- |
vilege, to become the Children of God, Joh, i,
12,---Itis Chrift’s Righteoufnefs, and not our
Evidence of an Intereft in it, thatis the Matter
of our Juftification before God, We are jufti- _

Sfed freely by bis Grace, through the Redemp- 2

tion that is in Fefus Chriff, Rom., iii, 23. ---
Accordingly, our Safety is founded upon our
trufting in Chrift, and committing our Soulsto
him ; and not upon the Satisfaltion we have
in our Minds about it, Eph, i. 12, That we

Jhould be to the Praife cof his Glory, who firft

irulled in Chrird.

2 'Iim, i, 12, Heis able

+ to keep that which I bave committed to Lim again?

that Day, Whence it follows, that the Joy
K 2 and

f e ok
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and Peace, which is commonly found, firft or
~laft, in a greater or lefler Degree, inall true
- Believers, is not Faith in Jefus Chrift : Buta
~ Fruit or Confequence of Faith and the Difco-
- very of it to theirown Confciences. AFTER
" that ye believed, ye were fealed with that Haily
- 8pirit of Promife, Eph. 1 13.
- What a dreadful Train of Confequences will
- follow from the Suppofition, that Fa:t) confifts
“in a fatisfalory Perfuafisn of our good Eftate !
'Ir so, Thlen our Juflification muft depend
upon our Frames; and be as mutable as our
Comfort, !
Perfuafion, we are Unbelievers’; and while
fuch, in a State of Condemnation.  Fsh. iii.

S,

cholly Believers can have no poflible Means of
i Comfort or Relief, Thole whowalk in Dark-
'nefs and fce no Light, can no Ways be encou-
‘raged to truft in 2he Lord, and to Aay themjelves
“apn their Ged 3 as direéted in [fa. ). 10, ----
"1F so, the moft fecure and prefumptuous Self-
- Flatterers are in the fafcft State : And iy

. then can that be true, that be who thinketh him-
Self fometking, when be is nothing, deceiveth him-
felf 1 Gal. vi. 3.---1F so, the Church of La-
“odicea was in the Exercife of a true Faith, when
fhe faid, Tawn rich and increafed with Goods
“and have Need of Nothivg,  Kew, iii. 17.---IF
- s0, there can be no Occafion fer the Apoftle’s
Exhouiation, 2 Cor, xiit, 5. Ewxamine yourfelves
wheslor

For how often foever we want this |

18.---IF 50, thien tempted, deferted, cr melan-
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whether ye be in the Faith, For we can be al-
ways certain, whether we have a fatisfying Per-
fuafion of our own 2ood Eftste, or not. Nor

is there anyOccafion to give Diligence to make our
Galling and Eleftion fure ; as we are exhorted
2 Pet, i. 10. For what Diligence can be want-
ing, to know what is the fettled and fatisfying
Perfuafion of our own Minds ?--- In fine, I¥
so, there is no Means left to dete€t confident
Self-Deceivers, or-to recover bold prefumptuous -
Sinners out of their dangerous Soul-deftroying
Miftakes. Infomuch that I don’t know what

Do&rine can have a dire€ter Tendency to the

Deltruétion of Multitudes of poor Sinners, than
this has,

101

LiBERTIN. ¢ Thefe Confequences fhew the
“ Darknefs of your own Mind.,”

TueorH., Well ! What further Inftru&@ions
have you to give, that may enlighten my dark.
Mind? '

LiBerTIN, “ You are fo rooted in your
¢ Prejudices and erroneous Principles, that it

¢¢ will be to no Purpofe to talk to you any

¢ longer.”

EriNeT. ¢¢ Bepleas’d then for my Sake to
¢ proceed, according to the Promifé you made
* me the laft Night.” |

. K 3 LIBERTIN |
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LiserTIN, *“ One of thofe legal Do&ri.nes, |

¢ which I then did, and ftill do objc& againft,

- ¢¢ js, That Men are put upon evidencing their
- €6 juﬁiﬁcation by their v;.f,‘?tﬁcation.

Thisis
¢¢ like lighting up a Car.a:c to fec the Sun. By
<¢ this they are looking to their own A ttainments,
¢ and not to Chrift’s Righteoufnefs, for Hopes
¢¢ of Salvation,” .

Tueoprn. Don’t you acknowledge, that a
Life of Holinefs is abfolutely neceffary to Salva-

~ tion ; and that without Holinsfs no Man can fee
" the Lord ¢

LiBerTIN. ¢ Itold you before, that Belic-
¢ vers will be holy.”

TueorH. Don’t it therefore follow from

- thence, that thofe who will 7ot be holy, are

not true Believers ?---Do you yourfelf fuppofe,
that any Man may juftly efteem bimielf a Child
of God, while he lives in the Service of Sin and
Satan- ?

]
<

LiserTIN. ¢ God won’t impute Sitt to his

¢ Children. He bas laid upon CHR1sT the Ini-

“ quities of us all ; and he won’t lay em upon

¢ them too,

TreoprH, I thought that the Lord Jefus
Chrift had not come to fave Mcn in their Sins ;

but
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but to redeem them from all Iniquity, and to pu-
rify to bimfelf a peculiar People, mealsus of good
Works : And confequentlv, that none have their
Iniquities laid upon Chrift, but thole whom he
faves from the Power and Dominion, as well
as the Guilt and Punithment of Sin, --- Pray,
Sir, anfwer me dire&ly.---Can any Man bave
this Hope in Chrift, that doth not purify bim/elf,
even as he is pure 2 And on the contrary,
Shall not the pure in Heart certainly fee God ;
and be that orders bis Conver[ation aright,partak.
of his Salvatien ? '

LiserTIN, ¢ T acknowledge, that thofe

- $¢ are the very Words of the Scripture : but

¢ you don’t underftand them ; You wreft the
¢ Secriptures.”’

THEeoOPH. Is it not certainly true, that be
who doth Righteoufnefs, is Righteous, even as be
i- Righteous 2 And on the contrary, is it not

‘ulfo true, that he who finneth, hath not feen bim,

neither known him 2 And that he who commiiteth
Sin, i5s of the Devil 2

LieerTIN, “ I acknowledge, that tbisi
¢¢ alfo is Scripture- Language.

THEoPH. Don’t the Scriptures inake the
¢ommitting, or the not committing Sim, the diftin--

guithing
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guilning Mark, by which the Children of God

are manifeft, and the Children of the Devil 2

LiBERTIN, * It does, I confefs.

THEOPH, Well, s there any otherEvidence,

that would give us a comfortable Claim to the

Charz{&cr of Ged’s Children, if this were
wanting ?

LIBERT IN. Yes; if this fhould be want-
ing,the Witnefs of God’s Spirit with our Spi-

€C
L {9

° “ . . Y
Evidence in our Favour than this,

- Tueorn, Which Way fhall we know, that
we have the Witaefs of God’s Spirit ; and are not

deceived, as many Pretenders to it have certain-
ly been ?

LIBERTIN, ¢ He that believeth on the Son of

¢ God, hath the Witnefs in himfelf. He feels it,

¢¢ he knows it,

THEOPH. So faid the Ranters, Muyg-
gletonians, and Familifis before mention’d, But
both they and yeu muft excufe me from beliey-
ing, that the Spirit of God witneffeth with your
~ Spirits, contrary to his Witnefs in his Word,---

Where he is a witnefling Spirit, he is alfo a
fanQifying

ritsy that we are his Children, is a better.

}

.
&
v
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§ fan&ifying Spirit.~---They whs live in the Spirit,

dr alfo walk in the Spirit.  Gal, v, 23,

LiserTin. * Thus blind Men may un-
¢ dertake to judge of Colours, as you ad-
““ venture to jheak Evil of Things you wusder-
‘““ fand not.”’

TaeopH. Shall we then fum up your In-
frru€tions upon thisSubjelt ?---You can’tdeny
but that the Scriptures make Halinefs ablolute-
Iv neceflary to Salvation 3 that nu one can
have this Hipe, w.» dn't purify bimf:lf, as
Chrift is pure ;5 that everv cne hath this Hope,
that doth thus punify nimie!lt ; tbat he who
dith Righteoufnefi is rizhtesus - and that they
who live in Sin, have not feen hin:, neither known
bim ; and that this is the Light, by which the
Children of Gsd are manifelt, and the Chil-
dren of the D.v:l.---You can’t but acknow-
ledoe that all this is the very Word of God.---
And yet you will hold, that we muft nc* evi-
dence our Jultification, by that which God
him/felf has told us is a fure Mark and Evidence
of it ; and without which he has aflured us,
that we are not in a juftified State, We
muft not make it manifeft to our felves whofe
Children we are, by that which God himfelf
has told us, is the proper Manifeftation of it,
----And what is the Reafon why we muft
not try curfelves by this Rule 2 Becaufe this
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- were ‘“ to light up a Candle to fee the
*“ Sun. We may have a better and clearer
- ¢¢ Evidence.” Wohat, without this | An Evi-
- dence, that may confift with a Courfe of Sin-
- ning ! And may with the greateft Aflurance
- be pretended to, by Men of moft profligate
~ and abandon’d Lives ! Let thefe but impute
their prefumptuous Confidence to the Spirit of
God, and call it his witneffing with their Spi-
~ rits 3 and their State is fafe !---You tell us
indeed, that they who have this Witnefls, wii/
not {in ;: But what if they fhould ?---1 con-
clude, you will anfwer with.a famous Rabbi
of the prefent Day, ¢ That we muft not
¢ mind Sin any more than a Fly.”’---What
Sort of Do&rines are thefe | I hope our
People are better inftruted by their carnal
Minifters (as you are pleafed to ftigmatize us)
. than to receive fuch carnal, fuch dangerous
and mifchievous Ptinciples as thefe are.

LigerTIN, ¢ Poor Soul ! I pity you
“ and your deluded Followers : But I fee
¢ it is to no Purpufe to talk any more with
¢ you ; and therefore muft bid. you Fare-
““ wel.”

TuEeoprH. I hope, Sir, you won’t go away
difoufted. I bave defign’d no perfonal Incivi-
Lty or Difrefpedt, in any Thing I have faid;é--
. ‘but
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that the Believer may in fuch a feeling
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But if you are refolute to go, I heartily wifh ;
you well, A

EriNET. ““ I fee, he isrufled: He’s
¢ gone away in a Pet. But though he’s
¢ gone, I hope you will for my Sake more
€¢ particularlv clear up the Subject before us 3
¢ and fhew how far we may depend upen
¢ internal Manifeflation of the Love of God,
¢ as an Evidence of our Safety 3 and how far
¢ we ought to look to our Sanétification for

¢¢ the Comfort of a juftified State,”

[ o)

L)

THEOPH. You may remember, I faid fome-
thing to this in our former Conference. To
which I will now add ;---It is doubtlefs true,
and
fenfible Manner exercife Faith in Chrift, he
may have fuch a clear Difcovery of his Suffici-
ency, fo heartily comply with the Gofpel-
Call, fo firmly depend upon the Promife ; and
have all this fo clearly manifefted to himfelf
by the Spirit of God, that he can at that
Time no more doubt of it, than of any other
Operatiors of his own Mind.---But then it
muft be remembred, that thefe fenitble Im-
preflions are but tranfient Things. He may
i2fe them : and if the Spirit of God withdraw
his comforting Influences, he certainly will .
lofe them ; and not fo much as retain a lively
Idea of the tranfporting Comforts, which he

then
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'A‘then “had. And what fhall he do now ? | ;
- Whither fhall he betake himfelf for Support ? which Way poflibly can fuch evideace their '

---He remembers indeed, that he has had
Comfort and Joy : But this Prop is now
knockt from under him. He goes forward,
but it is not there :
not perceive it.---Befides, Many have pretend-

~ed to the fame Experience, and to the fame -

Aflurance that he has formerly had, who are
evidently Self- Deceivers. And how f{hall -he
know that e is not himfelf likewife in a meft
dangcrous Miftake, but by the Fruit of the
Spirit, in his Heart and Life ?---Thefe there-
fore muft be confider’d, as the ordinary and
Sflanding Evidences in his Favour, :

If he maintains an habitual Courfe of vital
and true Hbolinefs, he thereby clears up his
Intereft in CurisT. For from him only, the

" Head of Influences, this fan&ifying Change
in the Man muft proceed. If he has not a
Principle of Holinefs in his Heart, anc is not
careful to be practically holy in his- Life and
- Cpnverfations, he can’t belong to Chryl, or be
bis Difeiple ;  He can have no Intereft in
Chrift. Yor Chri} came 1o fuve his Pecple
frem their Sins.---And if weyet {urtler coni-
der this Cafe ; how many tiue Believers aie
there, who may never Have experienced fuch
ciear, ravifhing, and unquettionsble Aanifi/ia-

tins of 1ie Love of God 1o their Souls ! And

vwhich

And backward, but becan- k

§¢ like,”

Juftification, but by their Sanctification ? They
fometimes doubt whether their Faith (taken
under an abftract Examination) be fincere, and
cenuine : But they may perhaps find beyond
Doubt their Sorrow for and Hatred of all Sin,
their Love to Holinefs, and their unfcigned
Endcavours of Conformity to God in all

- Things. They find the purifying Effe@s of

Faith. By this therefore, they may fafely con-
clude their State good. They may fafely con-
clude themfelves to be in Chriff Fefus, becaufe
old Things are pafled away 5 and all Things are
become new in them, ---- In fine, San&ification

- B in it felf a good Evidence for us :  But

v\{!herc that is wanting, we can have none at
all,

EpveT. “ I muft acknowledge, Sir. vor
:: paver fet this Matter in a clear aﬁd’con’vi};cf
‘¢ ing Light.---Oh ! What wild Schemes this
Gentleman entertains /---We had feveral
:‘ other fuchDo&rines taught us, inConverfa-
.. ton with him the laft Night. Particulatly,
‘ that we are juftified from Eternity ; »that
:‘ the Law is not a Rule of Life for Belje-
vers 3 that God fees mo Sin in his

““ Children, how imperfe@ foever ; and the:

¢
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- Turora. The Lord gracioufly prevent the
- {preading cf fuch dangerous Contagion, ----
CWaat 1 Fuflified before we hud a Being !
- Pardon’d, before we bad finned ! Acqutted
Arem Guit, ®cfore we were guilty | Why
nct fanéithed and glorified too from Eterni-
~ty ? s it not true of all who belicvs not, that
they are condermned already 2 Are they jufti-
- fied from Eternity ; and yet condemned for
~theirUnbelief ?--- What,the Law not aRule of
Life to Believers !
to walk by ! Are they under no Obligations
- to Obedisnce ? Nay, are they not even under
greater Obligations, from the fpecial Love of
God manifefted to them ! Do we then maks
woid the Law by Faith 2 God foriid ! Yea,
qve eflablih the Law.---What, does God fee na
Sinin his Children ! Are we niot exprefly told,
that the Thing which David did, dijpleafed 1he
Lord ¥ 2 Sam. xi. 27.  Deon’t Believers fin
azainit greater Obligations 7 And are not
. therefore their Sins efpecially difpleafing to
God ? Alas,What d:eadful Work would thofe
firaize Doftrines make in the World, if Men
“fhould be generally alted and influenced by
them ? The Lord deliver us from fuch loofe
‘and dangerous Principles !

- EpiNET. ¢¢ A good Petition !--And now,
¢ Sir, I hcartily thank you for your renew’d
. ¢¢ Pains with me,and Kindnefs to me,--1 hope
e * | ) I
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¢ [ fhall have Occafion to praifc God to all

‘“ Eternity, for my Acquaintance and Con- |
¢ verfation with you.---The Lord requite to

““ you this Work and Labour of Luve !

Tueoprd. May God be with you, my
Friend ! i

God on Earth, and at laft enter into the
your LORD, in the heavenly World,
““ I thank

EprINET. you, dear Sir, for

“ thefe your friendly Wifthes :  And beg the -

““ Favour of a daily Remembrance in your
‘¢ Interceffions at the Throne of Grace, =---
¢ Sir, I wifh you a good Night,

Treorir, God /orbid,' that I fhould fin a-
gainfl the Lird in ceafing to pray for you!l---1
Love to

alfy defire your Prayers for me,---My
all at Home,

AN ’f';*‘?sy’})"‘\‘-"(s NNy A
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And grant you continued Experi-
ence of the fan&ifying, quickning, and com-
forting Infl:ences of his blefled Spirit ;° that
you may go on your Way rejorcing, may glorify.
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;PAg_e 4. On the Necefiity of aWork of Cen-
| vidtian, preparatory to faving Faith,
P. 24. On the Evidences, that the SPIRIT of
! God is the Author of this Work.

(P. 36. On the Out-cries of awakened Sinners
"‘ in the publick Congregation,

'P. 40. On Agitations, Swoons, &c.

P. 43. On rapturous Foys. |

'P. 47. On 1he Marks of Diftin&ion between
true and falle Joys.

P. 53. On dycourﬁng of our own Experiences,
P. 60. On examining and adinonifhing of others.
P. 62. On judging and cenfuring others as un-

regenerate.

P. 7o. On fuddenly pronouncing particular
| Perfons converted,
- P. 3. Advices to a Sinner under Awakemng:.
. P. 78. The Manner of Converfion related in a
A particular Inftance.
. P, 85. A fhort Debate between Thi .. 2ilus and
Libertinus, upon fome Antinomian Con-
ceits,- -~ S
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“PAge 35. line 6. read, clearing, P, 94. 1. 16
kP read, ¢!l now. ’
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