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The Witnefs of the Serr11 of
GOD to the AporrioN
of his Children.
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ROM. VIIL 16.

Fbe Spirit it feIf bearesh Witnefs with our Spirit, thap
we are the Children of Gad

XD VERY individual Perfon of this nu-
#® merous Audience that are here be-

% fore the Lord, are going into an
9 cternal State, where they muft be
b9 unipeakably happy, or intolerably
CANG® miferable throughout an endlefs and
unchangeable Duration. Such of
my Hearers as have a faving Intereft in Chrift by
Faith, and are created in Chriff Fefus unto good
Worlcs, that they walk in them, have an undoubred.
Title to tbe Inberisance of the Saints in Lighs 5 and
fhall certainly fpend a blefled Eternity, in the enjoy-
ment of what Eye bas not feen, nor Ear beard, nor
bas entred into the Heart of Man. But they ‘who
are in a Srate of Impenitence and Unbelief, under

~ the Power of their Lufts, and Guilt of their Sms,are
all of them Heirs of eternal Perdition ; and lfthey
continue
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continue in their prefent State, muft eternally la«
ment their dreadful Condition améng Devils and
damaoed Spirits, where tbs Smoke of their Torments
muft afcend for ever and ever, and they bave no Ref
Day nor Night. Since therefore we are all Candi-
dates for Heaven or Hell, for eternal Salvation or
eternal Damnation ; and our State muft be quickly
fixed beyond poffibility of Chapge or Alteration for
ever ; it is of infinite Concernment, that we don’t
deceive our felves in an Affair of fuch unutterable
Confequence, and that we ben’t afhamed -of our
Hope when it’s too late to re@ify the fatal Miftake.
But what Security can we obtain that may be

fafely depended upon, in this State of Darknefsand
Igaorance, Temptation, and Imperfe@ion ? How:
fhall our Foundation be fo laid, that we may with
Joy and Comfort expect the laft decifive Trial ?
The Words of our Text are an Anfwer to this De-
mand. They fet before us a clear & fafe Evidence
of our good Eftate ; and fhew ushow we fhajl know
what is the Hope of our Calling, and what is our Title
#0 the Ricbes of the Glory of an Inberitance with the
Saints. We are fafe, if we have the Spirit it felf
witneffing with our Spirit, that we are the Children of
God. This therefore we are conceraed to feek,with
a moft earreft and affiduous Application. Without
this we fhould by no Means conteat and fatisfy oue
felves, fince there is fo much depending upon it.

- Let me then endeavour to affit you in the purfuyit
of this bleffed Attainment, by confidering the fol-
lowing Things. o ‘

" I. What we are to underftand by the Spirit it felf.

- 1I. How the Spirit beareth witnefs with our Spitit,
-that we are the Children of God. : ;

Under which Head, I fhall take Occafion to confi-
der, whether all the Children of God have a cleac
and fatisfying Evidence of their Adoption.
And then

I11. Conclude with fome Improvement. :
‘ 1. Then
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Do.tbe Adoption of GOD’s Children. 4

- 1. Then, Tam to conﬁder,what we are to und:r.
ﬁand by sbe Spmt is felf. ‘

To this I anfwer in one Word,

We are hereby to underftand the Holy Gboﬂ, the
third Perfon in the adorable Trinity’; the fameGod,
in all the Perfe&ions of his infinite Natore,with the
Pather and the Sop. --- I mmay here remark, that
the Words-before us might be more properly. rena
dred, the Spirit bimfelf. For this-is not only agrea=
ble w:th the Original ; but more dire&ly leads ouc
Minds to contcmplate the Perfonality of the bleflfed

Spirit, here fpoken of. >Tis he himfelf, thatisthe
eternal God, that is of the fame - Nature & Effence
with the. o;her Perfons of the God-Head, whomut
- work all the good Pleafure of his Goodnefs in ous
Sanls, who muft begin and carry on the Work of
Grace inus, if ever -we are. fanQified ; and he
himfe ~ alfo muft give us.the comforting View of
his own . gracious Operations ; muft confirm and
eftablifh us, by enabling us to fee the Evidence
of this gracious Change, if ever we. ﬁnd Foy and
Pmu in bclmmlg __

I 1 am-to conﬁder how the Spmt hlmfelf beara
ubdwmzef: with our Spirit, that we are the Cboldrw of
Go :

Now that 1 may fet this in a clear Light, it wuu
be proper to obferve to you,that there are twoWays
by which the holySpjrit beareth this witnefs with the
Spirit of a. Believer : the one ordinary, mediate-and
common to the moft, -if not all tyneiBelievers. ; the
other extraordinary, immediate and lefs common,.
even to thofe that are the fincere Children of God..
lt may be proper to confider each of thefe dnﬁmﬂly -

I Then, the Spmt beareth witnefs with aur.S'pzm,;
in a more orpINARY and mEDIATE Way, that we are.

the Children of God. I
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- 1 fhall'mention-fome of thofe ordinary Mean$ dtid
Methods,by which theSpirit witoeffeth ourAdoption 3
and by which we may obtain the moft clear and fa-
tisfying Evidences of it. S .

- And' T fhell firft obferve, that one of the otdinary
Means, by which the Spirit beareth witnefs in our
favour, is the Word ot God.: TFhe blefled: Book of
God contains: the immediate Diftates of his Hol
Spirit; Al Serspiure-is given by Itfpiration of God 3
and isprfitable-forDorine, for Reproof, forCorrettion,
JorInfiruction inRigbseoufne(s,sbat the Mam of God may
be perfect, 2 Tim. iii: 16,17. - Whatfosver-therefore
is’written-in the-divine Oracles, is witnefled by the
Spitit himfelf 5 for he is the Author of them. And
we muft receive-nothing as the witnef of the Spirit,
which is not agreable- to. this' fare and -infallible
Btandard; and only fufficient Rule' of Faith' and
Paftice. By this- Rule we' muft:try our State, and
#ll ouiQualifications.for futureGlory. By this R ulé
we muft difcover-all-forts of falfe-Canfidences' and
vain Hopes; in ourfelves and others:. If any Mav
or an Angel from Heaven, preach any-orber Gofpel: 1o
9you, let bim be accurfed. 1f any Mao pretend to any -
Qualifications, Experiences, or fpiritaal'Inpreffiohs,
as heceflary- to our- Comfort and Safety, ~ which are’
not confonant to, or warranted by thefe Oracles of
Truth, we have oo bufinefs-te regard thiem or take
any notice of them. THhisis a Cdution wel worthy!
of -our fpecial Attention in thefe'prefent ‘Fimes. A¢
the-Spirit of God: hias Been in a gloriohs: Mahner
difplaying his:Fower and:Goodnefy, “ii exciting a°
folemn Inquiry after-the Way ofSalvation' in many”
of our People in thefe Parts of the World, we muft
not-wonder if the Adverfary (hoald' fbw Tares a=
mong the Wheat.. We muft not be ftumbled at it
if we .meet with-fomePretenfionsto fpiritaallnfluen-
ces, which want a new Bible for their joftification.
We muft pot believe every Spirit:; but sry- tbe Spia
- ' rifs
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yits, whether they beof God, 1 Joh.iv. 3. Andhow
fhall we try them, but by the Word of God ? This
we know to be the Witnef§ of the Spirit hitmfelf ;
and thence we alfo kaow, that whoever fpeak mos-
ageording to this Word, it is'becadfe they bave no Light -
in them, 1fa. Viii 20 --- We have ‘no Caafe to be.
diftrefled by any new Lights; or ‘new Pretences,that -
are not to be found in the Bible'; not any Cadfeto -
quiet oarfelves with any imaginary Attainments,.
which are not there reprefented as the fare Marks.
and Charaers of 4 Child of God. ' If the Spirit of
God does by the Scriptures witnels in-our Favour,
we are out of Danger of mifcarrying.  If he there’
witnefleth againtt us, we can have no groundedHopé
of Salvation, whatever Pretences we may fake;

whatever Experlences we rhay boaft of.:

"1 may further obférve to yod, that another ordi-,
nary and mediate Way by which the Spiret bimfelf
bearesh Withe/s with our Spiris; -is by his fanctifying:
and ‘rencwing Influences upon our Hearts. If we are.
reriewed in the Spirit of our Mind ; if old Things aré
- paffed away; and all Things aré bécorme mew in our
Souls ; if we have put on the niew Ma#, whith is
rencwed in Knowledge, after the Image -of bim that
treatéd u$ ; we Have then the witne/s of the Spivi
bimfelf 1o our Adoption. Such a Change as thid
cannot be the Produ&ion of any created Power 5t
but muft be the powerful Operation of - the Spirit
bimfelf; and i¢ a better Witnefs in our, Ravour;r
than if an Angel from Heaven fhould teftify to ast
our Title to the Kingdom of God. ' ‘1 ‘would here:
therefore take Liberty to be fomething diftinét and:
particular, in fetting before you what are thefe’
fan@&ifying Influences of the ble@ed Spirit;by which:
he bedreth Witnefs that we 4re ¢he Childéén of God.

The firft Thing wrought in the Heart 6f d s:nﬁer}s,

in order to kis Converfion ro God; i§ 4 Cosivictiefi o
U B bis
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bis Sin and Mifery, and a deep Fmpreffion of bis dan=
gerous perifbing Circumflance, whilt an Encmy to
God, and an Heir of eternal Perdition. ---- While
Sioners are in an Eftate of carnal Security,they will
not know and confider tbe Things of their Peace, they
will not endeavour to ﬂee from sbe Wrath to come,
nor to Jay bold on tbe Hope [e5 before them. No

Means will prevail with them, no Arguments will

perfuade them to come fo Cbrift, tbas fhey mighs bave
Life. ‘This is a fad Truath, open to otr continual
Qbfervation & Experience, We fee a poor fecure
‘World going on boldly,in the Paths of Deftru&ion
and Death,. notwithftanding all the Terrors of - the
' Law of God, notwithftanding all thie faithfulWarn-
ings of the Minifters of Chrit, and all the fhock-

ing Difpenfations of Providénce. WHhat an afto-

pithing Thought is this ! Can rational Creatures

¢aft themielves down the dreadful Precipice with:

their Eyes open ! Can they run upon the flaming
Sword, whep it’s brandifhed before their Breafts {
Gao they venture upon Hell & eternal Damoation,
without Care or Fear ! When feriovfly confider’dy
it-feems impoffible : and yet it’s obvious to every
Obferver, that this is the Conduét of the far great-
eft Part of theWorld of Maokind ; and it will con<
tinue to be the Conduét of every unconverted Sin-
ner; until the Spirit of God opens their Eyes, fets
their Danger in View, and awakens them out of
this:tupid and dead State. It is accordingly the
firft Operation of the blefled Spirit in order to a
Sinnec’s Sanétification, to convince bim of Sin. ( Joh.
stvi 8 ) - This he fometimes does more fuddenly ; and
by a' more firseable Impreffion, filling the Soul with
the greateft Agony & Dittrefs, from the moft lively
Views of his aggravated Sins, and of the amazing

Worath of God. This .alarms all the Powers and.

Paffions of the Soul, pricks the poor Sinner #0 the
Heart, with St. Peter’s Hearers (Afs ii.3%.) caufeth
bim to sremble with the Jailor (A&s xvi. 29) ta

srimble
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sremble and be affonifbed with Saul at his Converfion,
(Alts ix. 6.) -- But in others thefe Conviétious are
more gradually brought on ; and wirth Jower Degrees
of Terror and Amazement., Thefe have fuch-a
Senfe of their Sin and Danger, as makes them in
earneft inquire wbhar they fball do t0 be faved, #ho’
- they do not approach fo near to Defperation, from
the aftonithing Profpet of their dreadful Deferes.
Some Sinners agonize /ong under thefe Diftrefles,
before they can find Reft in Chrift.  Others are
- fooner brought to act Faith in him ; and to the com-
fortable Evidences of it. But all muft hereby be
brought to fuch a difcovery of their Guilt & Mifery,
that they can no longer ref} in their prefent Condi-
~ tion ; nor be eafy without an Interest in Chrift and
- the Favour of God. ' '

And now my Brethren ! It’s your Bofinefs to
confider, whether you have had this witne/s of the
Spirit with your Spirit, or not. If you have been
thus awaken’J out of your carnal Security, you have
the Teffimony of tbe Spirit bim/elf, that he has be-
gun a good Work in you. It istrpe, that thisis a>
certain Evidence of a fauctifying Change. Many
have been brought thus far, that have worn off thefe
Impreffions ;. and return’d toFolly, like a Dog 10 bis
* Vemit, and like the Sow thas was wafbed to ber wal-
lowing in the Mire. And it therefere infinitely con-
cerns you to take Care, that you don’t begin in the
Spirit, and end in the Flefb ; that you don’t gaench
the Spirit of God ; and caufe him to-withdraw, and
leave you to your former Security and Stupidity.
But as for fuch of you that have had no Experience
of thefe awak’ning Influences of the bleffed Spirir,
the Cafe is at once determined againft you. There
needs no other Evidence, that you are yetin your
Sins, and under .a dreadful Sentence of Death and
Condemnation, "
' ‘B2 Another
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Another Method of the Spmt is by his bumbliy
and Soul-abafing Iofluences. --- A Sinner muft b
_brot out of himfelf, or he will never fly to
Chrift for Refuge, and receive him upon his own
Terms. Convitions v.nh awaken him to a folemn
Concern about his State ; will drive him to Duty

and prodyce a Reformanon of his external Behas

viour. But it’s too common that thefe Actainments
quictthe Confcnencc, and procure Peace to the Scul,
fhort of an Intereft in Chriit, and a real fan&itying
Change of Heart & Life. But if the Spirit of God
carry on his Woik to purpofe, he will bricg the
convinced Sinner to fee the infinite Defe@ of all
his Performances and of all his ‘Attainments, of all
his Duties,R eformations, Promifes, religiousFrames,
and moral Camagcs, and of all he does or can
. do* to render him ecceptab]g toGed.  He will bring
im to fee, that he is undone,and cannot help him:
felf ; and that he is preerly unworthy that God
. fhould help him. He will bring him to fee, that it
is a wondér of God’s Patjence that he is out of Hell ;
~and that it will be a Wonder indeed of fovercxgn
free Grace, if fuch a polluted guilty Rebel finally
. efcapes eternal Ruzn He will bring him to lie a¢
. God’s Footftoo!, as a guilty cendemaed Malcfa@or
with the Halter about his Keck, having nothing to
plead in his ownFavonr,nothing to depend upan,but
. abufed and forfenedGrace and Mcvcy ---Convinced
Smncrs commonly ftruggle a great whi'e to get out of
their Diftceffvs by feme ﬁ'lf rightesas Attcptor other.
Oane while they’l make Promifes, and take up Refo-
. Jutions to watch their Hearts, and to reform their
Lives: but alas ! they find their Hearts are an in-
ezhauﬂib‘e Foun'am of Cnrrup'mn which they can-
not cleanfe ;  Their Luils ge: the Vi&tory over all
~ their gorui Defigns and ﬂmnrcﬁ Refolutions, T hen
they’ I'he ready to fly to Duty 5 and perhaps add

_mew Duties to their old Courtes 5 and bopr by thefe

to
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to recommend themfelves to God. But here alfp
their Confidence withers away ; they findfo much
deadnefs and dulnefs, fo many finful Thoughts and
ftraying Affc€tions in their beft Peformances,: that
they cannot hope for Safety from this Refuge. 1In
this Diitrefs,they’l perhaps be ready to flatter them~
felves with Safety from their Cogviltions; from g
Senfe of their Vilenefs and Mifery. They vainly
hope that fuchDiftrefs for theirSins,fuch Sorrow and
Mourning, fuch earneft Defires of deliverance from
their guilty perifhing State, will move God to pity
and relieve ’em. Butalas | this Bed alfo will be
found too fhort to ftretch themfelbes upen.: The
blefled Spirit will ftill make them fenfible that theic
Coanvittions, legal Terrors, and Senfe of their own
vilenéfs and finfalnefs, will no more ferve to juftify
them in the Sight of God, than their Refolutions,
their Reformativas,or their Duties. And what fhall
they do in this Cafe 2 They now fee that there is
noRefuge but CHRIST only ; and toHim they would
therefore repair, were it not for the {ame /elf-righ-
teous Principles ftill obtainiog in them. They would
commit their Souls to Chrift for Salvation ; but they
can’t think he will receive fuch poor guilty finful
‘Creatures as they are : They havehard Hearts, and
corrupt Affe@ions : They have not been fufficiently -
convinced of their Sins,or not fufficiently humbled :
They have not the neceffary Qualifications for com-
ing to Chrift and believiog in-him ; and are there-
fore yet ftriving in their own Strength to obrain
fome Preparations, fome Fitnefs of Sou! for coming
to Chritt. - But the Spirit of God won’t leave thofe
- he defigns for Mercy,in thefe unhappyToils. He’ll
‘fhew ’em, that they are not to hope, that the Cafe
will ever be better, by any Thing they do or can
do ; that they neither have, nor ever will haveany
_@a_zliﬁmtiam at all to recommend them to Chrift ;
that it’s in vain to ftrive with their own Hearts, in
yain to work in their owa Strength, or with.a de-
B . peodance
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pendance on Creature-Helps. I vain is Salvatiop
boped for from tbe Hills, or Muliitude of Moupsains.
He will fhew them, that they juftly deferve to pe-
rith ; and canaot help themfelves : that if ever they
come to Chrift at all, they muft come as they are,
wresched, and miferable, and poor, and blind, and
paked ; that if ever he faves them, he muft have all
the Glory ; and that the whole of their Salvation
muft be afcribed tg the Ricties of his infinite free
Grace and fovereign Mercy, to helplefs, unworthy,
perifhing Sinaers.--- If myHearers would now apply
this to tbemfelves, it may fhew them, whether they
have this #Witnef$ of tbe Spirit, in their Favour,or not.
I1f you are thus humbled, and brought to the Foot
of God’s fovereign Grace ; if yoo have had this dif-
covery of your own fpiritual Impotency, of your
defert of God’s Wrath, and of your juft expofednefs
to perith, notwithftanding all your own Refuges
that you can poflibly betake your felves to; it is the
Spirit bimfelf that has thus humbled you. Itis He
that has knock’d all your falfeFoundations from un-
der your Feet, and has given you this humbling
View of your loft Condition. And tho’ the greateft
Degree of Humiliation alone is not a fufficient Evi-
dence of a faving Converfion to God, it ishowever
the Witnefs of the Spirit bimfelf of fuch a good
Work begun in your Soul, without which you could
never be faved ; and by which thete is a hopeful
Profpeél, that you will be brought to give up your
felves to Chrift, and depend upon his Righteoufnefs
opnly for Juttification and eternal Salvation. Bleffed
are the pour in Spirit 5 for theirs is the Kingdim of
God. Tbe Hungry fhall be filled %with goud Things,
while the Rich are fent away empty. He will delives
¢be Needy, wben be crieth 5 the Poor alfo, and bim shas
bath no Helper. But how lamentable, how dread-
fully dangerous is the State of thofe of whom it may
be faid, that they are nst bumbled unto this Day !

Whatever Attainments thefe may have, whatever
Coufilence




To the Adoption of G O D’s Children. o

Confidence they may entertain, they will 'quiékly‘
be convinced, that their Hopes are built vpon the
. Sand, and muft tall before the approaching Tempeft.

I proceed to fhew you in the next Place, thatthe
Spirit of God does in an efpecial manner bear Witnefs
to our Adoption, by working in us a lively Faith in
tbe Lord Fefus Chrif. We read in Gal. iii. 26. that
we aré alb the Children of God by Faithin Fefus Chrift.
If therefore the Senfe of our indigent helplefs and
hopelefsEftate in our felves, which I have defcribed,
brings us to look to the Fulnefs and Sufficiency that
there is in Cbriff, to receive him upon his own
Terms, as revealed in the Gofpel, and to depend
upon him only as the Author of car eternalSalvasion ;
we have therein good Evidencé of a gloriousChange
wrought in us by the Spirit of God, and that we
dre the Children of God ; for we are fuch by Faithin
Fefus Chrif. ST

This, my Beethren, isthe great Concern, this the
grand Poiot that we fHould be efpecially carefal to
cl¢ar vp to ourfelves. 1f this Foundation be well
laid, we arc happy for ever : But a Miitake here
i the eternal Lofs of ourimmortal Souls. Have we
been bro't:to yield our unfeigned Affent to Gofpel«
Truths, and our unfeigned Confent to Gofpel- Terms,
and to live by the Faith of the Son of God 2 Hiave we
been brought to.rejoyce in Chrift Fefus, and to bave
" no Confidence in the Flefb ¢ Have we efieen’d all
Tbings as Lofs and Dung, in Comparifun of Cbrift, thas
we may be found in bim, not baving our cwn Righte~
oufwefs which is of the Law, bas that which is through
the Faith of Chrift| the Rightecufnefs which is of Ged
by Faith 2 Have we valved an Intereftin Chrift a-
bove all the World ; and chofen Him for the Portis
on of our Souls ? Have we received the Lord Jefus
Chritt in all his Offices, and for all his Benefirs ¥
Have we depended only upon the Influences of his
blefled Spirit, te rencw, fan@ify and quicken us ;

~ - and
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and: upan his Righteoufnefs aloge, ., to juflify us id
the Sight of God ? Have we fubmitred to him ad
our Lord, as well as our Saviour ? Is his Throne -
fet up in our Heart$ ; and do all the Powers of our -
Soujs .bow dowa to him? - Do wg defire -him as our
Savieur from futire Sin, as well as from paft Guilt 3
fgom: the Pollution and Dominign, as well as fromi.
the damniog Effe@s of our Lufts? Joa Word,.
Do we depend upon the Lord Jefus Chirifty to be
of God' made unto 4s Wifdom, Rigbieoufne(s, Santtifi-
tation, and Redemption ? Do we depend. upon hini.-
to do all-in us; all for ps ; and to be all to us? And
~do, we, conftantly in the folemn Pratice of all reli-
iim” Duties, thus commit onr Souls to him as the.
Lard.our Righseoufus(s ; -and as the pnly Foindation
- of qur. Hope for etggna) Salvation ? Do we Jament
the Imperte@ions of our Fajth,:and al] the Aings
of Unbglief in,otirHeayts 5, and do we repair to this
reat Advocate to interceed for us, and cover the-
i@ﬁfeﬁ% af .our . Grages and .Befvices, as. well as of”
our: Pesfops, ? --- Hapgy beyond Comparifan is that
~ Perfon, who upon an impartial Trial can find thefe
gp;qattigng of a faying Faith, in his Spul. = It is the.
Siri. bigfelf, that has " accurdipg - #o bid. abundant
Mercy,: Yegotten bim again 20,4 lively Hope 5 and he-
has.a Witnefs from Heaven to hisAdoption & Jofti-.
* fication 5, & Witnefs, that cannot poffibly deceive
him: Hemay depead upan it, that Le which bath.
begun this good Work ip bjm, will perform it unto the.
Day. of Fefus Chbrift.. Fhe Match is.conglyded be-.
tween Chrift and his Soul, | He :may look ppon thid,
_ precious.Saviour as his own for ever. . .

_. 1 muft.vet further go on gb'fﬂew_you', that the Spi-
tit witnefJerh with our Spirits, thas we arethe Glildred,
of God, by;woiking in ps'a troé fincere Love so God.
Alas, Opr ‘carnal Minds arg Enmity againff God 3,
aod.this Enmity will remain. and reign.in theHeart
of every Uubelicver; uatil the Spiiit.of God by his; -
e e R e overfut

- -




&0 .sbe Adoptiow of GO D’s Children, 0

powerful Influences; renews the Sitmer’s - Nature,
fan&ifies the Affe&tions, and enables:tie Soul to live
in the Love of ‘God. - And whenever this Change
is wrought in us; we have thereby: she B¥anefs of the
Spivit binlfelf, to the Safety and "Goodttefs of out
State and Hope: ~ Let as'make furé of ¢his ; and
the Cafe is plain:' “All Darknefs’ and Doubts will
vanith before the clear ‘thining of thisEvidence. -«
If upon a ftri®t Inquifiticn into cur 'own Hearts we
. tan find, thit we fincerely admiié and’ adore the
glorious Perfe&ions of Ged’s éxcellent Nafure ;' and
dprightly endeavour univerfal Conformity to his
imitable Properties ; ‘ahd-in particular, that we en=
deavour to be boly, as our Fatber which in Heaven is
boly’ ! '1f we efteen Gdd’s Favour as'Life, "and bis
Loving-Kindnefs' as bester thdn. Life : 1f -we'love
what God loveth; ‘and hate what he hateth 1 1f
we love his Ordinarices, and delight in drawing neae
to him: If we delight in Communion with God,
and cannot content ourfélves with an empty Ordi«
nance, ‘ without God’sTpecial Prefence with us theres
in : If we are greatly uneafy, when he hides his
Pace from us ; and the Light of bis Countenance is
the greatet Joy, Satisfattion, and Comfort of our
Souls: If our Imperfe&ions and 8ins are our Bur-
then, peculiarly becadfe difhonourable to Gody bea
caufe againft fuch Love and Compaffion as he has
manifefted to us,and becaufe of the bafe Ingratitude
we are therein chargeable with ! If we have much -
at Heart the Plourifhing and Profperity of hisKing
dom and Iatereft in the World, and exert ourfelves.
with Diligence in our refpeétive Stations to proe
mote it} If herein we labour #o glorify cur beavenly-
Father,by bearing much Frait ¢ 1f we love his Image,
where ever we fee it 3 and manifeft our abiding in
bis Love, by a conftant Endeavoor to eep bis Coma
mandments ; 1o a Word, If we cannot reft con-
tented with our Defe@®s and Imperfetions in any

of thefe Inftances, but greatly lament them before
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God, and meurn all our want of Conformity te
“him, all our want of Affe@ion and Devotion to himy
and .all our waat of Communion with him ¢ Then
we may conclude we have-the Witnefs in ourftlves,
that- we -are-the Children of God.---- Can thefe
Things be.the Produ&tions of Nature 3 Are thefe
the Fruits of that Fountain of Eamity to God, which
we have formerly experieneed in our own Hearts 2
" No, It cannot -be ! Tbe Spirit bimfelf has wrought
thefe gracious. Affe@ions and Difpofitions in our
Sculs.  And he thereby gives an inconteftable Evi-
dence of our renewed Natyres. - 1f we Jove bim,it is
kecaufe be bas firft Joved us, 1.Joh. iv. 19-:-.O that
ail-my-Hearers could upon - gead Grounds-take the
Comfort of what -has been faid | But alas ! there
is-juft Caofe to-fedr, that the greateft Parc of them
ate Lovers af themfelvesy and not of God ;. Lovers
of their Lufls aod finful Rleafures, Lovers of the
Wor)d, Negleers of Godlinefs ; ar at the beft but
formml Profeflors's. and therefore -whatever their
Hopes and Expe&ations are, they can have no Pars
or Lot in:this Master. . Thefe do pot Jove the Lord

Fefus. Chriff 3 and therefore muft be Anatbema Ma- .
ranatba, accusfed when the Lord comey, 1 Cor.xvi.-

22 - «-Oh how differeat are thefe two Sorts’ of Per-

]

and ExpeQations to be !,

fons ; and how very differeat ought their Views

" T muft furthermore “prdéeed.to fhew you, that the

Spirit of God bearcth Witnefs with our Spirit, to oue.

Adoption, .and to our Iatereft in the Favour of
Go.i; by giving us a Love to bis Chbildren. We read

1 Joh iii ¥4 We know tbat we are paffed fromDeath

to Life, becaufe we Jove the Bretbren.  This cannot
imply, that a natural Affe&ion to the Children of
God, becaufe of any Relation to ’em, or any per«

fanal PFriendfhip, or becaufe of theirKindnefsto us,
their good Neighbourhood, or the like, is an Evi- .

deuce of our San&ification. Nor on the other
' Hlnd,
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Hand, does jt imply, that as an Evidence of our
Adopnon, we munt love or approve the Faults and.
Miftakes, the Errors and Imperfe&ions of thofe’
whom we efteem the Children of God. But it im-
plies, that if we love the Perfons, and efpecially,
" the gracnous Qalifications of thofe whom we bave
oo to conclude the Childrenp of God, for his
Sal;e ; if we love the Image of Chrift whercver we
fee it, or wherever we think we fee it (for there,
can bc no infallible certainty in this Cafe) if we
love the Brethren asBrethren, love theit Company,
love Conimupion and Fellowfhip with them in
religious Exercifes ; and love an Imitation of them,
labour after a Conformnty to them in their Graces,
their Piety, and vertyous Demeanour; it isaWit-
nefs for us,that we are born of God:  TheSpirit bim--
J4if has wrought thefe graciopsAffeGionsin us.  We’
were naturally in love with Sioners ; and how comes
it to pafs,thac their finful Pradices & their finfulCom-
pany and Fellowthip become fo grievous & burden--
fome to us ? ,Onthe other Hand, we are naturally
full of Enmity to the gracious Attammcms fpiritual
Difpofitions, and religious Lives of the Samts and
how come they to be fo delightful to us now ?
How come they to be our enly chofen Companiors ?
How come they to appear to us the only excellent
ones of the Earth ? How come wenot only to love
their Perfons, but their Piety ; and to be transs,

form’d into the like fpiritual Affe@ions,Difpofitiorns,
andConverfations, which were before fo contrary to
us ? Is it not moﬁ evident, that this’ Change is
from the Spirit bimftlf and that he himfelt does
hereby bear Witnefs, that we are among tke Children

of Gud, having the fame fan@ified Habit of Soul,
that we {o highly value and efteem in them 2 This.
certainly muft be the Cafe ; and they that find
thefe Quahﬁcanons in themfelves, fhould take the
Comfort of them ; while others (poor Souls! ) are
like to fpend their Eternity with fuch Companior:s
2. as
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as are moft agreeable to them now, bnt will prove
sheir Tormentors in the End. ' :

. T go on to add,that the Spirit beareth Witne(s with
our Spirisy, by giviog us a Victory ever the World
" and by making us piritually minded. We are natu-

vally of the Earth earsby ; and we mind cartbly
hisgs. Our Cares, Thoughts, and Affe&ions are
chiefly exercifed about, and in a great Meafure
limited to, the Affairs and Interefts of Time and
.Senfe. This we have found by Experience. And
is it otherwife with us now ? Does theWorld fhrink

to nothing in our Sight, when compar’d with the_

Favour of God, and the Concerns of afutureStare ¥

Do we look, not to the Things which are feen and teme

poral 5 but to thofe Things that are unfeen and eternal 2

Are thefe Things the Subje&s of our principal Care
and Concern, of our chiet Affetions, Meditations,
and Porfuits ?  Are thefe the firft and the laft with
vs ? Do we endeavour fo to ufe the World, as nos
#0 abufé it ; and to bave our Comverfation in Heamn,
from whence we l.ok for the Saviour, the Lord Fefus
Cbrift ¢ 1s it our chief Concern to fecure a better
World than this ; andto lay up a good F.undation
againft the Time o come, that we may lay bold on eter-

nal Life # Do wetake more Delight in the Service

of God, than in the Pleafures of Senfe ; and when
,others are faying, #Wbo will fbew us any Geod ! do we
rejoyce more in the Light of Gud’s Countenance, than
they do wben their Corn, and Wine,and Oil increafe ?
Whence then comes this gieat & wonderfulChange ?
The Anfwer is prepared forus: It is becaufe we
are rifen with Cbrift| that we feek thofe Things which
are above, where Chrift fitteth at the Right Hand of
God. 1t is becaufe we are dead, and cur Life. is bid
with Chrift in God, that we /¢t our Affellions onTbings

abev: 5 and not on Things en theEarth. (Col.iii.1,2.3)
1t is the Spirit bimfelf that has thus raifed us above

feufivle and worldly Views ; and he thereby bear-
' eth

-
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gth Witnefs for us, that 20 be thus (piritually minded:
is Life and Peace. (Rom. viii. 6.) --- And now, my*
Brethren ! if you can find npon a ferious and im=-
partial Search into your own Flearts, that you have
thus svercome the World,that you thus mind theT bings:
of tbe Spiris, and that in the midft of your worldly
Incumbrances and neceflary Concerns, your Hearts
and Affe@ions are raifed above the World aad it’s
‘Enjoyments ; If you can find, that you are out of
your Element while neceffarily intangled with world~
Jy Things ; you may expeét the Acceptance and
Approbation of your Judge ; when thofe wbo mind
eartbly Things, will have sbeir End Defiraltion, and
will teceive a dreadful Convi&tion, that they have
(o loved the World, and the Things of the World, as
that tbe Love of the Father was not in them.

1 muft once more fubjoin, that the Spirit beareth

" Witnefs with our Spirit, by being in us a Spirit of
Supplicasion. Prayer is the very Bréath & vital Air
of a€hild of God. No fooner isSas! converted,bat:
the next News is, Bebold,be prayeth! He doubtlefs
had pray’d as a Pbarifte before ; but now as & .
Cbriftian. He might before have offered- many °
formal and hypocritical Prayers to God ; but now
he prays in Faith and Sincerity. And thus every
one that is truly ¢onverted to God, employs him=
felf with a fpecial Diligence and Delight in this
Duty of Prayer. He prays, not only to quiet his
Confcience ; but that in this delightful'‘Ordinance
he may obtain Fellowfbip with the Fatber, and with
bis S:n Fefus Chriff. He prays,that he may thereby
‘get more Vi&tory over his Corroptions, more Evi=
dences of God’s Favour, more of the gracious In-
fluences of God’s Spirit ; and be ripen’d for more
near intimate and eternal Communion with God.
Real Saints can’t content themfelves with a bare
Performance of the external Duty. They can’t
(as before their Converfion) quiet themfe'ves by
Sartering
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Slattering God with their Lips, and lying to bim with
sbejr Tongues, when their Hearts are far from bim,
Buc they follow bard afier God ; thesr Hearts burn
within them, and pant after God the living God ; after
bis gracious Prefeace with them in the Duty. .And
tho’ they often find Occafion to complain of the
deadaefs of their Hearts, and the wandring of their
" Thoughts and Affe&ions in their neareft Approaches
to God ; This is their greateft Burthen, and gives .
them Pain and Diftrefs, like a Bone out of Joynt.
This will quicken -them to more Earneftnefs and
Diligence in their Addreffes to God. In this Cafe
#heir Defire is before God, "and ibeir Groaging is nof
bid from bim, that wheao their Souls thus cleave tg
sbe Duft ,be would quicken them according to bisWord.
And now,my dear Friends! Is this your Cafe ?
Have you thisDelight in Prayer ? Have you thefe -
holyEnds in performing it 2 Can you call God for
- your Wirnefs, sbat you ferve bim with your Spiris in
this Ordinance ? Are your Affeions engaged,and
your Graces exercifed, in your Applications to the
Throne of Grace ? Do your Enlargements in the
Duty affard you the greatefComfort & Satisfaction 5
“and is your want of fuch Enlargements the Grief
and Burthen of your Soul? Are you humble, as
well as fpiritual, in yourAddrefles to God ? Do you
come to him with deep Impreflions of your own
Nothingnefs ; and with high Apprehenfions of the
Fulnefs and Sufficiency that there is in Chrift 2 Do
you mouen-for, loath and abhor that Pride and
Selfithoefs, that is ready to creep into this Duty,
-even in your moft watchfulPeriods ? Hsppy are
thofe Souls, who have truly experienced foch At-
tainments. ‘This is not a Produ&ion of Nature ;
but proceedeth from rbe Spirit bimfelf. Tt is from
the Spirit of Adoption, that they are thus able to
cry, Abba, Fatber. The Spirit belpeth their Infirmi-
. Fies 5 for they know not what they fbould pray for as
shey ought : but the Spirit bimfelf maketh Interceffion

for
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for them - with. Groanings whith canndt be uttered;
(Rom. viii. .26 ) = But then on the contrary, to
what Purpofe are the dead, dull; and hypbcritical
Prayers of thofe, that reft in ‘a meer Round. of
Duty ; and raife theivHopes of Salvatiofi from their
fuperficial Performances:? = When thefe fpread-forth
their Hands, God will bide bis Eyes ; and when they
make many Prayers, be will not bear. (lfai. i. 15 )

, Thus I have in fome particular Inftances fet bea
fore you, how tbe Spiriz bimfelf beareth Witnefs to
our Adoptiony by his ordinary fanétifying Opera=«
tions. ' : Clorl

But you will now perhaps be ready to inguire;
How fball we know that we are not deceived ¢ Many
have flattered themfelves in their. own Eyes, ima=
gining themfelves poffefs’d of thefe Arttainments,
when really they had them not; and we are as lia+

ble tobe deceived as others. What therefore fhall

we do, that we may not be fatally and eternally
afhammed of our Hope?---- I anfwer; You muft
- not only ferioufly, impartially, and frequently exe
. amine yotr felves, whether you have thefe Characters.
of the Children of God in your Souls : but muft
depend upon the Spirit bimfelf to give you the Evi-
dences of it. For he muft not only work thefe
Qualifications in your Souls ; but alfo give you the -
happy Difcovery that they are there; and keep you
from a fatal Miftake aboutthem. To him therefore
you muft repair with moft earneft and conftant Ap-.
plication, in fuch Language as that (Pfal. cxxxix.
23,24 ) Search me,0God,and know my Heart ; try me,
ani kn.w my Thoughts, andfes if there be any-wicked
Way inme 5 and lead me in the Way everlafling «-e=
Aod now ’m prepar’dto fay, in the next Place;

2. The Spirit of Ged doth fometimes bear-Witnefs,
~1a an IMMEDIATE and more EXTRAORDINARY Way, fo
‘ “the
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tbeAdvptios of bis Childres.~~—And here T muft cona
fefs,. 1 am at once nonplus’d, in any Attempt to de«
fcribe the: ‘unfpeakable Light'and Joy, that flows
from this..wonderful Love of God fbed abroad in she
Heart of a Believer, by the Holy Gboff, 'Thisis a new
Name wristen, which.ne Mam knoweth, faving be that
receivesh it (Rev. ii. 14.) As no Idea of fenfible
Objedts . can.poffibly be.communicated to thofe that
have not the proper Senfes to perceive them'; fo
neither can any juft Conceptions of this Fellow/bip
of tbe Spirit, this Foy of the Holy Gboft, be commu-
~ nicated to any but to thofe that have had the happy
Experience of it in themfelves. Thence it is, that
fome Perfons from enthufiaftick Heats, from work-
ing up their animal AffeGions and Paffions, or elfe
from diabolical Delufions, have pretended to thefe
immedtate Influences of the Spirit of God, where
the Confequence has evidently fhewn, they  have
been Strangers, thar bave never intermedled with thefy
Divine Foys.  This Witnefs of the Spirit is neverthe-
lefs diftinguifhable from-any Counterfeits, or falfe
Pretences whatfoevery not only by its cwn Light,
which difpels all Doubts and Darknefs of the Soul,
and gives it an Earneft and Foretafte of its future
Bleflednefs:: But it may bé alfo diftinguifh’d by the
concomitans Graces of the Holy Spirit.  If thePerfon
thus fignalty favoured of God, has beforeexperienced
the ordinary Influences of the Grace of Gody
remewing his Nature, enlightning his Mind, and
Sanétifying his Heart ; if this blefled Experience
bumbles the Soul at God’s Foot, in an abafing Senfe
of his own Vilenefs and Unworthinefs, and in an
adering . View of God’s diftinguithing Mercy and
Love to fuch a bafe and worthlets Worm ; if this
_ purifies the Hears, and purges the Confcience from dead
Works to. ferve the living God ; if this mortifies
remaining Luils, makes the Affe&ions more fpiritual
and heavenly, excites more ardent breathings after
the cternal Iuheritance ;. and inkindles a greate: Zeal
‘ o : for
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for the Glory of God, as the higheft End ; and if -
this be attained in a #ay of Dury; and makes all
the Ordinances of God more pleafant to the Soul 3
if it increafes Devotion to God, and Benignity to
Men : 1 fay, if the Cafe be thus with any, he hath .
doubtlefs theWitne/s of the Spirit bimfelf, and may well

. sejoyce withFoy unfpeakable and full of Glory. -~ But
all Pretences to this extraordinary Wisnefs of theSpirity
which are 70t accompanied with thefe gracious Difs
pofitions of Mind, are falfe and couoterfeity and
arclike to end in a dreadful Difappointmeant: ‘

But before I difmifs this Head, I muft rethebet
my Promife ; and take Time briefly to confidee
whther all sbe Children of God bave a tlear and
fasisfying Buidence of their Adoption, ahd wberbet
the Bvidence of a . fanclified Ssate be abfolately hé-
aeffary to sbe Trush of Grace. ‘ ‘

Ip Anfwer to this I would' fict obfetve, that
the Influcnces of the Spirit of God upon out
gouls are in themfelves jinfible or perteptible Ope=
tations ; that they may certainly be felt and per=
teived by all that have had them. It is impoffible
.(for Inflance) for any Perfon at an Age of Obfer-
vation to be-ignorant of his Convitions, if he has’

been brought out of aState of carnal Securitysand bad -

pay lively Impreffions of his Guilt and Danger. {3

;: impoffible but he nyoft feel the bumbling Senfe of

isﬂwn‘Uanrthincfs; Impotence; and Defert of

" God’s Wrath, if ever e has been brought ot of
himfelf to the Footftool of God’s Sovereignty. 1t

is impoffible_but he moft ‘know the Adings of bis

pwn Mind, when he has exercifed Refestance toa
‘ward God, and Faith toward otir LordJefus Chrift:
It is impoflible but he rmuft know the@omfort: which
he has enjoy’d, if he hath fotind Pedcé in Belitving,
And it is impoffible but he muit know the Friits of
kis Faith and Hope mﬁ theMortification of hisLafts

raciiortin . it
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and the Renovanou of his Heart and Life. ' ’I"hcfé
Things are (1 lhmk) cenam, even to Demonﬁra-
tion. How.vain thefefore is the Conﬁdencc, ‘and
how: falfe the Peace, of thofe that' know nothing
" of thefeThings,and Who have never felt the Agency .
of the,Spll’lt .of God, creating xbem anew in Chriff
e/us
But all this notwn:hﬁandmg, thcre are doubtléf¥
many thag have really felt all thefe divine Iofluenices
in'their Sonls, who remain neverthelefs uncerfain of
their Converfim.  Sometimes the humbling Views of
- their own Unworthine/s . make.them afraid to apply
the Comfort (o their Souls, that delongs to them,dnd -
that would refult fiom the manjfelt Marks ofGrace,
which they could not but fee, did they oot thidk it
was too good News for them, -a01 ‘what they dare
not flatter themfelves with,  Someétimes the a&ual
Prevalence of theirCorruptions darkens alt theeropes 3
and, they are.ready to.imagioe_their, Imperfeétlgns
iuconfiftent 'with a State of Grace They ‘Khow 1,t
is bard to diftinguith betweed the Remains of Sin i
the Children of God, and the Refgn of 8in in'Un<
believers ; and they are afraid 'of being deceived §
and thetetore dare ot conclude in thejr ownFaVour.
They know that there’s an Ereranity dependmg, and
if they are dcce:ved, it may prove an erernal Difs
appointment. — Sometimes a Senfe of the Decezrful-
mﬁi af’tbe:r own Hearts renders all their Evidenced
dpubiful j and makes them dfraid,’ percmptonly to.
coucly f€. upon what they even'feé and feel, They
cpi’i byt acknogledge, that they have experienced
bai /o:ks like Grace in.their Son's : But ‘thei¢
Lfans being fo decmrful they dare not truft them.
Qchn; have, been deccived ; and they are tqu‘Jlly
luMe 1o thc iamc ‘Miftakes that have ruvined fo
mmy others ; and they dredd to thivk what vtould ]
become of their Sculs fdrever, if a'deceived Heart
_/lmg/«l turn them afide, and they Sysuld be frund with
@ Lic in their right Liand. — Sometimes the fres
. ¢ guent
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quent Return of Deadnefs and Dulnefs in Dutykeep
them uader a Spiris.of Bondage They are atiaid
whether this cad be confiftent with a fan&ifiedState 5
and are therefore afraid, that what they have ex-t
perieaced, has been but counterfeirGrace.--- Some-’
times a melancholy Habit of Body keeps the Believer'
dnder an unhappy Courfe of Daiknefs & Fear, acid
prompts him unreafonably to argue againt himfelf.
~ ——Sometimes one and fometimes another of thefe
Difficulties may asife in the Mind of a fiuceie
- Chriftian ; and perhaps all of them together, with
many others of the like Kind, may coufpire to dar-
ken his Evidences, and bring him into a moft un~
comfoitable Sufpence about his fpiritual State,
. Whoever therefore teach fuchDoétrine that every
converted Perfon muft neceflarily know that he is
converted, do offend againft the Generation of Ged’s
Children,go contrary to the conftant Do&rine of the
moft eminent Proteftant Divines from theReforma-
tion to this Day, and contrary to the blefledOracles
of Truth. — How fad, how datk and melancholy
-does Heman reprefent his Cafe, in Pja/m 8%th thio’-
out ? How does he complain, that his Siu/ was full
of Troubles ; that be was laid in the loweft Pit, in
Darknefs, in the Deeps ; that God’s fierce Wrath went
over bim ; and bis Terrors bad cut bim «ff ; and the -
. like ? And this was not a fudden or fbort Defer-
- tion; bot be bad been thus affliéted and ready to die
frem bis Touth up. Now why may it pot be as well
fuppofed,thattrue Believers may in thefeDavs meet
with the fame Trials? To whom but fuch doubtirg
Believers, is thatExhortation given (1fai.l.1o) #'bo
is among you that feareth sheLord, shat cbeyeth theVoice
of bis Servant, that walketb in Darknefs and bath no
Light @ Let bim truft insbe Name of the Lord, €3 flay
upen bis God. Chriftcame 2o deliver fuch wbhe through
fear of Deash were all their Life Time fubje(t 8o Bondage.
(Heb. ii. 15.) Read alfo to the fame Purpofe rthe
Seginning of the32d,with theBegluning of the 38'h
v . D2 ' aud

7
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and the yyth P/alms ;5 and it will appear,that many
which fow in Tears, fball reap infoy; and they who go
Jorsh weeping, bearing precious Seed, [ball come agais
rejoycing, bringing tbeir Sheaves with them, jaccording
to P/al. cxxvi. §,6.=— But it’sTime I fhould make
fome more particular APPLICATION of what you
bave heard. And '

1. Dbis teaches us the Folly of thofe, that content -
themfelves withous clear and fure Evidences of their
Sanétification and Adoption. The moft of our Pro-
feflors feem to be eafy and quiet with a general
Hope of Salvation, without any fpecial Evidencey
of their Titletoit. They fecem to fuppofe, that
Aflurance is not attainable, or at leaft that it is not
attainable by them ; and therefore fatisfy themfelves
with Expe&ations of Acceptance with God, they
don’t know why. But confider (I entreat you, my
dear Brethren) what the Confequence will be, if
you are miftaken. What Comfort will it be to you,
if in the Day of Judgment you fhould be found at
the kefi Hand of Chritt, to fay, I expeéed better

Things thao this ; alais! 1 never thought it would
~ bave come to this ; I amdreadfully difappointed.”™
What Comfort will it afford you, to plead at that
Bary that yog have eaten and drank in’' Chrif’s Pre-
Jence, and ibat be bas taughs in your Streets, if you
‘mutt then be reje&ed of your Lorp, and.meet with
that dreadful Repulfe from him, [tell yeu, I kpow
you wot whence yu are, Depart from me all ye Workers
-of Iniguity } (Luoke xiii. 29 ) Can you be eafy and
fecure, when you don’c know but you moft be
damn’d to all Erernity ; when you doo’t know but .
Weeping, and HWaling, sud Grafbing of Teeth voder
the voutterable Anguifh of God’s te.rible Indignati-
on, muft be your eternal Postion. Would you be
fatisfied with no better Security of a Title to your
Houfes and Lancs? Can you in thefe Cafes be con=
tented with a geueral H"Pea that ne Body will take

: - ‘ ~ them
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them froim yoo, while you den’t know that you
bave any Claim that will fecure your Poffeffion 2
Aad are not your Souls and your Eternity (my deae
Friends) of infinitely moré Confequence and Cone
cern, than thefe vanithing Treafures, which mufk
perith with the afing. O why (dear-Soumis!) why
will you reft infucha dreadful Uncertainty ? What
may be, may not be 3 and there is infinite Danger,
that your prefent Uncertainty of Salvation, will
iffue in an abfolute Certainty of yowr miffing Hea

ven, and falling ioto eternal Perdition. _

2. Tbis fews us she dreadful and amasing Con-
dition of all thofe, who canmet bus kmew, thas they
Bave never yes experienced tbe fanitifying Infimences of
sbe Spirit of God in sheir Souls. Without Breach of
Charicy, Iam afraid, cthat this is the State of the
greateft Part of this aumerous Audience. I would
appeal to your own Confciences ; and fummon them
in the Name and Fear of God, to deal impartially
with you, and to determine, whether this be not
truly your Cafe. And if it be, what an sftonithing
Cafe is it! Do you koow that you are y¢¢ in your
Sins, that you are under the Power of Satan, undee
the Condemnation of the Law, under the Wrath of
the eternal God ; and under a dreadfal expofednef(s
to the Horrors of his infinite & cternal Vengeance ?
Do you know, that shere is bus a Step besween you and
Death, between you and the Fire sbat fball never bs
quenched? Do you know, if you fhould be fuddenly
fnatch’d out of the World in your prefentCondition,
that there would be no Hope, no Help,noPoffibility
of recovering your loft Soul to all Eternity ? And
can you fleep in fuch a State as this ? Can you
reft fecure, when you are condemn’d already, and she
Wrash of God abidesh on you ¢ What are yourHearts
made of ! Who bath bewitcbed you, that you can
thus venture upon ke shick Boffes of God’s Buckler !
s Damnation fo light a Matter; that you can f;ag-»

I elly
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Yefly rufh upon it ?°. Gas your Heprts endure, or youy.
Hands be firong, when the Lord fball deal wirh you 2.
©_confider this, you that forget God, left be tear - you
#n Pisces 3 and tbere be nome to deliver ! , Awake, you
thatflecp-; and arife jrom the Dead, that Chrift may‘
g{Wyw Lighs !

-§. 1 would improve this Subje@ by way of ear~
nett Exhortation to every one, to apply yourfclves
with the utmoft Concern and Loduttry, ‘in all poffi-
ble Endeavours to obtain this #une/s of the Spirit
bimfslf, that you are she Childres «f God. O my Bre-
thren, be intreated to give Diligence, to make your
Gallwg and Eletion fure! How much Comfort and
unfpeakable Joy would this blefled Attainment afford

ourSouls ! “How would it fill you with admmng
and ‘'adoring Views of the Love of God in Chrift
efas to'you | How would it quicken you in your
Ipiritual Courfe, mortify your Corrupuons, render
all - the Ordinances of God delightful to you ; all
-the Ways of Wifdom Pleafantnefs, and all her Paths,
Peace ! What Safety, as well as_ Comfort, would
redound to your Souwls, from your being thus fealed
by.tbe bleffed Spirit, unto the Day of Redemption ! ---
Attend therefore to the followmg Dire&ions and
Advices.
" 1. Take it for granted, that this W:tnefs of the
Spirit is attainable. Others have-attained it : And
why may not you, as well as othetrs ? If you do
not obtain this bleled Priviledge, the Fault muft be
in your felves Be nottherefore difce -uraged inthe
Attempt : but prefs after it with Hope and unfaint-
ing Expe&ation. God would not have made iryour
Duty to feek the Witnefs of your Adoption, if fuch
" Affurance were not to be hoped for, 1 am afraid
that many lofe this bleffed Priviledge and Comfort,
by giving up the Cafe as hopelefs, and fitting down -
in Defpair.
~ 2. 1f you would obtain this it ne/s of the Spirit,

frive for it in &/l tb: W ays of God’sﬂppummem In
thig
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thiis Cafe it is éminently true, that sbe ditigesaHand
‘tnaketh Rith. - ¥f you are flocthful & remifs; you muft
‘exprét to-be dark and doubtful about yousState.
‘But #p ahd-be daing ; and you may hope ghat ske
Lord will b¢ wishycs. . Be inearneft inattendiag up-
‘on ali theMenns of Grace & Life ; and wreftle with
God, with infatiable Defire & Importunity, that he
would: lifs Upsbs Light of bis Countenance upon your
:Souls ; dbd give you the Spiris of Adoption. - Ang. he
‘Dot diﬁ:onruged,lf you don’t prefently findSuccefs$
but itil foilow:-om to know and fsck:tbe Lord, . ;
- Be conftant in folemnSelf- Examination. Make
itahally Bofinefs to examine yosur Selves, whesher
yowbe 1 the:Faush.. Search & try whether you have
:thefe: gracious lofluences of the Spirit in your8oul,
or not; (Set/apart Time on purpofe. You will do
‘wéll fo take :ile Help and Affiftance of fome good
Boek,; that moft: plainly and clearly fets the genuine
Ma ks:of the newCreature before.you ; and to youe

_ "Self- Ekamination . join fervent Prayer, that . God

“would gracioufly:fhew you your State as.it js. -In .
‘this Way: a waly fan&:ﬁed Perfon w:ll be like to
3difcover vhatche is fuch. »
T 41 Bt very watchful. W’atch over your Hcaru,
"your Thoughts:& Affetions. - Watch over - your
‘Converfations; ‘Watch over: :your Duties.  Hatch
tand pray,thas - you enter nos-into Temptation. - Watch
{eft the Prevatence of your:Corruptions, theFormas
ity of your Duties, the .deadacfs of . your Spirits,
and the decay of your Graces, intercept the nght
*6f God’s Countenance, and 'fcave your Souls in
-Darknefi.and Diftrefs. - s -
* 5 Labour to-evidence the Truth of Gracc in your
"Heurts, by the prefent Exercife of it. 'Thus, for In=
‘ftance, i you doubt the fincerity of youchpmtam:,
‘go &oundiy ro=woik with yourSouls : Labour now to
get them under the Power of Conviion, & a thorow
‘Hdmiliativw: Review yourSins both of Nature and
Piadtice: Confefs em toGed wuhShamc & Sorrow 3 -
Cry
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‘Cry for Pardon & Cleanfing in theBlood of Chrift ¢

Refolve agaiaft "em, & renounce ‘em for over: And

be im nate with Him, who is exalted at God’s
Right Hand for that Eqd, that He would give you
Repemance unto Life. --- I you donbe the fincerity
©of your Faith, eadeavour now to commit your Soul
o Chrift, to come empty-handed to him,and to de-
pend upon him onlyfor Jultification & Life. Endea-
wyourte feethe Fulnefs & Sufficiency there isip him ;

andfo chearfully venture your Souland your Eternity -
in his Hands.---1f you doubt the fincerity of your -

Love to God,endeavour now to raife yourAffetions
to him ;-and to make ‘it {use to your felvesthat yon
{ove him, by your Love vo his Ordinances, aad to
dis People, by your feeking Commuonion with him,
by yourftudying a Cooformity to his Will; and by
your imitating of Him as dear Children. In this
' Road, you gain Grouad by going it: over again.

" Pinally, JAckoowledge the Evidences of your gras

“<cious State fo far as you /ze them. As op the ong
Hand, you fhould be awfully careful not to take up
with-falfe Appearances and counterfeit Graces, left
you be afhamed of your Hope: :So on the other
Hand, you muft take Care not to .deny God the
Glory, and your felves the Comfort, of hisgracious
‘Operations in your'Souls. Don’t conclude, by a

. Halfe Hurility, that this #itue(s of 1he Spirit, .is 4

Priviledge too great and.good for.you to pretend

to ; and that you dare -not flatser yourfelves with

" having'fuch peculiac and diftinguifhing Attainments ;

dbut rather et this blefled Difcovery inflame your

Souls to the higheft Elevations of Gratitude, Lovey

‘and Praife; and now begin the joyful Song, that

Thall be your cternal Employment, 9o bim that bas

doved you and wafbed you from your Sins in bis ewp

‘Bleod, and batb made you Kings € Priefls so God and

dis Father 2 R
* ZoHim beGlory€3Deminion for ever & sver, AMEN,
FI1 NIGS —

.
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