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LCOr. iii. 43 For lobile ane faith I am of
- P‘QUI, and‘ﬂ_ﬂat,bﬂ'ltdm OfAPOHQS, arcya
©not carnal 2 7 - s

JHE Gofpel of R&éénéiliation is\'_thoi
greateft Priviledge that was ever

| €njoy’d by the Chi Idren of Men,

and ought to be received with ad-

infinite Goodnefy in this unfpeakable Gift. Bﬁ
this‘ we are diftinguithed from the greate
v . A

miring and adorinng,iews of God’s
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Part of the World, who fit inDarknefs and [z¢ ne
Light, while the Duy fpring from on High hath
wifited us, and Life and Imortality are brought
to Light, among us: By this we are inftructed
in our Dutyand Intereft, and guided in all the
Ways of Righteoufnefs, Peace and Comfort.
By this we are put under the b2ft Advantages
to be Favourites of Heaven, and to be the
Cthildren of God, to be happy in this World, .
and to be happy for ever. ——  How fad a
Confideration therefore is it, that this glorious
Priviledge fhould be the unhappy Occafion of
Faltions and Schifms, .Strife and Debate, &
mong thofe who are thereby fo pecnliarly dig-
vified and diftinguithed! But thus it has always
been; and thus by 1nelancholly Experience
we yet find the Cafe. Qur Jarrs and Animo-
fities are occafioned, and our. Divifians and
Confufions juftified by that blefled Inftitution?
that breaths nothing but Lose, Prace, Long-
[u)ﬁfiﬁk, Gentlene[s and Gavdnefs. —— This
Conduét in the Beginning of Ghriftianity, was
the Caule of that heavy Complaint of the A-.
poftle in the third Ver[e of our Context. For
aré you not carnal ¢ For whereas there is a-
mong you Envying and Strife, and Divifions
are ye not carnal and walk as M¢n 2 The Juf-
tice of this Complaint is exemplified in the
‘Words of the Text.  For while one [aith I am
: : ]

[V SN
+

B N U



5

of Paul, another 1 am of Apollos, are ye uer:

‘earnal 2 —— In the Words are, :

1. An implicit Accufation of thefe Corinthi- -
ans.  Onefaith I am of Paul, anether I am of
Apollos. 17.¢. They wete divided into two -
conrtending Parties, pretending to have thefe
great and emineat Minifters of Chrift theie"
relpe@ive Heads or Leaders ; the one Side be.
ing denominated from the one, the other Side'

«fram the other, and each Party in fuch a di-
ftinguithing Manner preferring the one; as
(comparatively at leaft) to defpife the o~
ther of thefe excellent Servants ot Chrift. —
It {feems indeed from the iv Chap. and 6 verfe-
of this Epiftle, That Pau/ and Apolles were .
mot perfonally the Obje@s of their Fatiowg,

. Preference or Contempt 3 but there were o-:
ther Minifters of Chrift, of lefs Eminence in
the Chuech, about whom they maintained fuch’
Fewds and Debates, who are here in a Figure
reprefented by Paul and Apollos. But whoe
ever were the pretended Heads of thefe diffe.:
rent Parties, they were divided into Fa&ions,"

.. the Peace of the Church was facrificed to thefe:

Debates, and 8chifm and Confufion were the -

fad Effe@s of their thus prefering one Minifter

of Chrift to another, :

II. We have in the Words, a neceffary Con~

fequence of their Conduct fet before 'em; Are .

Jon



(&)
yau.not cgrual?’. Daes nat this youir Behaviour
plainly and evidently thew, That if you are
not- uidéd ¢he Power,  you are at leaft under
the . Prevalence of a: camal and unfamﬁlﬁed
Spiuat2. . :
. The. Sum. of thc Words are cuntamcd m
' thlz Dokrine, - . -

«That.a factious fettmg up and: prefemng one
faithful Minifter of the Gofpelabbve: another,
1s.an Argument of a carnal Mind. -

. For Illuftration hcreuf i ﬂlall endeavour to
cgnf'der N

. 1. Who may be fmd fa&mnﬂv to fet. up and
prefer one Mxmﬁer of theﬁofpei above ang- -
ther: . -

2. Hoy thxs appears:tobe aél nrgument ot' :

o?a carnat Mind: ~ ;5o
1 And gonclode | withi !ﬁ)mé ﬂcﬂc&mns by '
Way of Improvement.: - :

- I am then in the firlk Prlaee?o‘eohﬁdnr ‘who -
may -be faid factionfly: to {ée.u} and prefet one’
}mbful Minifter of the Gof; ‘pet above another,

.-That F'may. fet this.in aynft View, and ob-
wate fuch Prejudices ds.nuy be entertained
ggamﬁ this: Do&rine, I would firt premife,
That a bace: P{:tercm.c of one Minifter to an-’
other on account f his fupmour Gifts, Gra-
ces, or mibifterial Qualifications, was not thgl
let ahefe Goririthiins were'charged with in

» 2 Ollf




 our Texts nor ishisgo bk confidered s gob
Argument of Canality. We muft thir ouf
| Eyes, .and 4@ in: Defiance to. the tlcareft Dies

tates .of . our -Reafon and ‘Obfervation,- if wé

dan’t allow, -thet.God has endowed “fome of
' ga

Senvante, with much ‘ brighter Capacities;
aud 4nore .eminant - Degrees of Learning,
Knowledge, Grave, and other ‘needful Furnid

. ture for this facred :Truft, than -fome écherg
arg favoured withy and there is juft Caufe that
we thould efivent-and valge them accordingly
Paul for. Tnfidnge, was doubtlefs  in al thefe

- Refpeéts preferable to. Apotlos and other' hix

Contem poraris in rthe Work of 1he Miniftry,,

It yaz{:bus\;]uﬁi&e togive him -the Honour

being in Nosbing -babind the.very éhiefelt ' He
" #ofiler... Thangh in.this:Cafe we are very apt
to exceed in féttingtoohigh aWalueu ponMen’y
Perfons ;. yet there i no Danger of ‘overrahis
ing the Grace.iof :Gdd; that is ‘difcovered g
theur Abilities<for, or'Improvement in this im.
portant Work, *:Bhis'being premiled; F prov
ceed to fhew, ;oD T L
I That they ware chargeable:with this facs
tious Spirit, who prefer de, and defpife an®
depreciate another-faithful Minifter of ‘Chrift}
——= Qe Feer of ‘them that: preach the G g]}{f
of Peace and bring glad T, idings of good Thingr,:
are beautiful. They axe. worthir-to be efteem:"
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ed, that watch for our Senls 3 and to be ho-
noured for their Work's {ake, who are Améaf.
fadours of Chrift y and are in" bis Name and
Stead entreating and befecebing us to be recon-
wsiled 1o God.  And tho’ tbere are Diverfities
of Gifts bythe fame Spirit, and Diverfitres of
Admmifirations by the fame Lord, given to the
feveral Mmifters of the Gofpel, they are a// to
profit witbal ;, and all (in a Perfon qualified for
the great Work) made fubfervient to the In-
tereft of Chrift’s Kingdom in the World. How

reat is the Injuftice therefore, how criminal
the Injury and Indignity done to thofe Minif-
ters of Chrilt, who are the Obje@s of Con-
tempt and Abufe, for want of fome particu-
lar Qualifications, that fome of their Hearers
are pleafed to admire in others. I am grieved
to fee fo many Inftances of Slights and Neg-
Jeéts on this Account, from fome of our People
towards their faithfyl and painful Minifters in
thefe Parts of the Country. And what adds
to the Grievance is, That there is nothing
more common in this Cafe, than to admire .
and applaod thofe Quilifications in othérs,
that are manifeft Imperfe@ions. And thus
the Servants of Chrift muft be laded with Con-
tempt, for avoiding the Miftakes of their fal-
lible Brethren. But fuppofe it were other- P
wife ¢ fuppofe there be indeed fome peculiar
‘ Excellency |
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Excellency in one ngniﬁer of Chrift that ag:
ather wants, muft his Eftcem and Reputatiop
be therefore raifed upon the Ruin and Deffruce
tion of the others? Muft one Minifter be vi-
lified and contemned, becaufe God hath give
fuperiour Gifts and Graces to another? Mu
Puul be defpifed on Account of Apolios’s Elo-
quence of Speech? Or Apollos be contemp
tuoufly treated becaufe Pau/ exceeded him 1p

" all the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit2

Muft the ten Apoftles be treated with Difres
fpect and Neglect, becaufe Fames am}] bx
were Boanerges; or thefe two be de 'f d.
becaufe they had not the fame calm and eaf
Mecthods of  Adurels with the other _Ter&
This werc to maintain perpetual Debates and
*"Emulations, to root out vital Piety, and fq .
muake the Followers of the Prince of Peace tg
be literally an Army with Banners, This is
whit the Apoftle largely argues 3 ainfly
throughout the xii. Chapter of the firf? _Epi{}]
to tne Corintkians, which he concludés wit
this Challenge,” #re all. Apdfiles?  Are al
“ Prophets & Are a1l Teachers 2 Are all.Wors
kers of Miracies 2 Havwe all 1he Gifts of kbzala
ing 2 Do all fpeak’ winb Tongues? Dp al)

Interpret 2 In Allufion to which I may fay;
Ave all Men of equal Sprightlinefs and Saga
city > Are all equally eloquent? Havé “al

- B ' © the
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.the fame charming Voi’ceg? winning Methods
“of Addrefs ¢ Arcall Sonsof Thunder 2 No !
YGod bas fst the Members every ome of them in
he Bodyas it bath pleafed bim. And we are ac-
‘eordingly to efteeri and value all thut are
arefully difcharging the awful ‘Fruft commit-
téd tothem of the Lord, as Minificr: of Chrif
ard Stéwards of the Myfieries of the Kingdom.
And not add to their hesvy Weight; and
weaken their Hands in their difficolt Work,
by Slights and Contempts, Abufes and Indig-
fities. - o
-+ It it fhould in this Cafe be pretended, that
we may have efpecial Reafon to Efteem one
Man’s Miniftry ; and to defpife others i
oniparifon of him, on Account of ihe pe-
epliar fpiritual Advantages received undes
. hs Miniftrations. Pechaps others will make

the {ame Pretence and Plea, in direct Qppo.

fitinn’to oirs: And thus everyMinifter muft be
both admired and défpifed in his Turn, ac-
éoiding fo the real or imaginary Suceels of
His Miniftry. - But this Miftake lies in giving

the Honour to the Inftrument, which belongs |

énly to the principal A_ent; and not -afcrib-
&}h"g‘tb the Sovereignty of Gods free Grace,
I'the Bleflings that he 1s pleafed fo afford to
the means of his Grace. We fhould in this
Cafe confider the Apoftles Admonition, };r;
.n..‘, e t

v

T
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| the 5. 6; and 7 Verfes of our Context,
\ Fbo then 15 Paul or who isApollos, but Muifier s
y by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave 19
. every Man ¢ [ bave planted, Apollos watoredl
e But God guve the encreafe. Seothen, ucithes
. 18 be that plawtcth any Thing, neither 15 be toat
. wattreth . But God that giveth the Encreife.,
, By which we are inftruéted to attend upon the
| Miniftry God hath{et over us, witha Depend
~dd ice not upon the Means 3 but the God of’
. Means, for the faving Efficacy of it. Ifour:
~ Minifter have not fuch fuperiour Capaciries
 or defirable Qualifications, as we fce or ima~’
, gine in fome others: Yet fince the Provie’
. dence of God hath fettled us under bis Mini-’
ftrations, we are in the Way of God and Duty,-
while we are ferionfly, humbly. and dilligents’
1y atteading upen them. And we may de--
. pend upon this, that if ever God beftow. fa- -
, ving Grace upon us, it will be in his own ' .
- Way. : : -
¢ 2. They arealfo chargeable in thisRefp-@
who endeavour to make Parties and Divifions -
~in the Church, on Account of fuch Prete *
rence of one Minifter of Chrift to ancther. °
" When once Men come under the Power “of
{uch a falious Spirit, te dave Mens Perfons
in Adminiftration becaufe of Advantage, they -
will commouniy Ufe their ‘beft endeavours te
. ' add
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add-to their Party, tFar they may jufhfy that
onduct by their Numbers, which muft be con-
ema’d both by Religion and Reafon. Thefe
will never want Pretences . to palliate their
dividing Practices ; and ta feduce others to an
Imitation of their Irregularities. This -is to
I}rnmote the beft Welfare of their Neighbours.
T'his is t3 bring them under the Advantage of
3 more Powerful Miniftry, whereby their e-
- ternal Intereft may be beft promoted. ’Tis to
afsociate them with more ferions Chriftians ;
and to bring them -acquainted with more vi-
tal Piety. Thefe and fuch like Panegyricks
upon themfelves and their Party, are too
commonly heard from fome. among us, who
feem to fuppofe they are in ~the Service of
Chrift, wﬁen breaking in upon the Peace of
the Churches, and a&tively endeavouring to
fament Difcords, Divifions and Confufions a-
mong them. But let it be confiderd, that
Nothing can be more contrary to the Spirit
and Tenour of the Gofpel, than divifive
Principles and Pra@tices. Whatever Good
may be pretended to; its a clear Cafe, that
Church Divifions are certainly Sinful and dif-
plgafing to God. That Rule muft therefore
~ take Place hére; That we don’t do - Evil, that
good may come of it. Let but any ferious Perfon
confider the ficong Declaratons fo_frequ;ml:ly
- oo ‘ fou
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found.in the Word of God againft Fa&ions and
Divfiions, it muft make him awfully careful
to avoid, what is fo contrary and difpleafing:
to the infinite Fountain of Peace and Love,
I would therefore earneftly 1nvite fuch Church
Dividers as [ have now defcribed, to read and

: contemplate fuch Texts: g thefe. Cor. 1. 10,

12, 13. Now I befeeeh you Bretheren-in the
Name of our Lord Fefus Chrift, thatye all
freak the fame Thisg 5 and that there be no-
D:zifions among you :  But that yo be perfeflty

- goin'd tosether in the fame Mind, and in. the

fame Fudgment. —— Now this I fuy, that ¢-
very one of you faith I am of Pauls and I of

“Apollos s and I of Cephas; and [of Chrift."-

Is Chrift divided 2 Was Paul Cracified for you?.
Or were ye Baptined - in the Name of Paul 2
Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Now [ befeech you Bre-
thren, mark them which caufe Divtfrons auvd-
ffences, contrary to the .Dofllrine which ye-
bave learned, and avoid them : For they that.
are uch, ferve ot the Lord Jefus Chrift 5 but
their own Bellys and by good Words and fair.
Specches, deceine the Hearts of 1he Stinple..
Fam. 1ii. 15, 16.  But if you bave bitter Exn-
vying and Strife in your Hearts, glory not, and:-
Iy not againfl the Truth. This Wifdom defcen-
deth not from above 5 ‘but is earthly, - fenfual,
devillifb. For where Envying and Strife is, -
L . : o ther,
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there is Confufion and :A'v:ry ¢vil Work. 1 Cor,
xiv. 33. . God is not the Author of Confufion :
But of Peace, inall the Churches of the Saints.

It 1t be pretended, That we are bound to
. feek our greater Edification 5 and confequently
to defert that Miniftry under which we cannot
find equal Advantage to our Souls. I anfwer,
this Objection is founded upon a Miftake be-
fore obviated 5 and the Objector forgets, that
Paul planteth, aud Apollos watereth 5 bur 18
41 God tbat giveth the Encreafe 5 that whoeves.
are the Difpenfers of the Means of Life, the
Excellency of the Power is of Ged, and not of
Man. -1 will be bold 10-fay, if we do not find
fpiritualEcification under a faithfulMiniter of
Chrift, whether of the moft eminent Capacities
of not, it is our own Fault.  And I can hardly .
be perfwaded ta believe, That God will blefs
¢ with extraordinary Edification for wander-
ing out of his Way, and propagating Schifms-
“abreft to fo many folemn Admonitions to the
contrary. And I would defire the Ob-
je&or further to coufider the neceflary Confe-
quences of fuch Pretences. If one Minifter
may lawfully defert the Miniftry and Society
to which he belorgs, for greater Edification,
apother may, and every.one may defert them
from the fame Pretence: and thus the Soci. . .
ety will be filled with utmof} Confufion, if.
. . not
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not bronght to an atter Diffolétion.  And if
this Pratlice be lawful in one Society, it is
Tawtul in every Society. . Every Congregation
may by the fame Plea, break through all the
Obligations between tﬁeir Minifter aud them-
felves, defperfe from Parifh to Parith, and
from Town to Town, to feek their greater Edi-
fication, until there be no fuch Thing as an
united Congrcgation lcft ; nor any toch Thing
as a religious Society in the World,  And how
agreable to the Mind ot Chrift are fuch Prin-
. ¢1ples and Pralices, as direétly tend to the
Diffolution of his Churchés, may be even left
fo the imcft prejudiced Perfon among us.

-But pechaps fome will be ready to enquire,
Whether there be no Caufe to feparate ous
felves, and to encourage others to {eparate from
the Minifiry to which they fuftain a {pecial
Relation ; and to attend upen the Miniftrations
of another, more likely to ferve oar {piritual
Interefts ¥ — To which Fanfwer, When our
Confciences are impofed wpon by finful Fermg'
of Coinmunion, or what we efteem to be fuch 5
when our Minifter is openly vicions or immos
raly or his Dottrines heterodox and fubverfive
of the Fundamentals of Chriftianity, and of
vital Piety 5 when the Ordinances ot the Gof-.
pel are negle@ted, or corruptly adminifired 5
and the great Duties of the Miaiftry ﬂ0athhi;



lv omitted, or triflingly and carelefly perfor-
tned ; and when there can be no Redrefs of
fuch Grievances from the Difcipline Chrift has
appointed in his Church ; I think a Man may
then have 2 Call to peaceably withdraw trom
fuch a Miniftry, and lit himfelf under ano-
ther. But as none «f my Hearcrs can pretend
this to be their Cafe. The Appeal may be
inade to theit Con{ciences, and to the Confci-
ences of others, that are in this Church divid-
ing Scheme from the fame or fuch like Pieten-
tes, whither theirMinifters are nct found in the
. Faith, regular in their Lives, and painfully
diligent in the great Work coinmitted to them
of the Lord. What Faundation can there be
theretore for breaking the Peace, or dividing
the Communioh of our religious Societics ? I
muft ceitainly concern us all to hearken to,
* that Admonition, Epb. iv. 2, 3. With all Low-
- Jinefs and Mecknefs, with Long[uffering forbear-
ing one anotber in Love, 10 endeavour to keep
the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bownd of Peuce.

3. They arealfo ch .rgeablé in this Refpedt,
who are cenforicus and uncharitable towards
fome of the faithful Minifters of Chrift, and
thale that adhere to their facred Admiviftra-
tions, on account bf {uch Preference of one
Minifter to another® Men are loath to bee-

fReemed in the Wrong, ot to be difeﬂcemedhfor '
' ) ; their
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their finful Cohdu&( s and theréfore very ready -
to excale one Fault by tommitting aunother, -
This is commounly feen ; and in no Ciife more
commrdon, than in fhis before us, Divifions
dre Matter of publick Obfervation, and fime
Apology muft be made for them : The want
of juftifiable Keafons miift thecefore be made
up with Cenforioufnefs and ancharitable A-
{perfions. Whence thofe Pretences which are
too often heard difiong us, That fuch Minifters,

~whom any are pleafed to difefteem, tho' of

a'i?k:143wlcdgéd Regularity tn their Livcs. and.
Diligence m their Work, are wifanctified Per-.
fous, deftitute of fpiritual Expevicnces 3 and.
thecefore unfit to guide others in a Way where-.

it themfelves are Strangers. They want right

Views, are rot influenced with a Zeal for the
Caufe of Chrift, or with a Love to the Souls
of Men. They and ‘their "Followers are
dead and lifele(s, of a Laoditean Indifferency 3
and therefore both to be forfaken. How comi-

'mon fuch like, and yet more fevere Imputa<
. tions, not fit to be fnentioned, are among {ome

Profeffors of Religion in thele Parts, is tod
well known to need any particular Reprefen-
tation, But what is the Occafion of all thefe.
Inveétives and uncharitable Surmifes ? If
there be vifible Matter of Complaint that can
be juftified betore impagtial Judges. ; if thei;é‘

o e



be any Scandal in their Lives, any cenfurable
Fault or Negle@ in their Miviftryy why is not
a Redrefs fouzht afier 27 Why don’t thefe dift

fatisfied Perlans apply to the Difcipline of the’

Chuschi; to have thofe 'Caufes of Complaint
obviated ard removed? But if the Cafe
be the dire@ Reverfe of thefe Suppa-
fals; if the Objels of thefe Cenfures dany
fufely appe:] to their Hearers, in that Lan .
glage. A Tbef. ii. vo. Ye are Witneffes, and

od alfe, bow belily and jujily, and unblameably
we bave bebaved our [elyes among you. 1 they

have approved them{elves-found 1n the Faith,:

Jaborious in their Callings; and (at leaft vifib~
. ly) faithfol to him that fent them ; by what
Plea or Pretext can fuch’ Cenforioufnefs be
jultified 2’ —— Thefe Miniflers don’t (pert
haps) imitate fome peculiatities of others, that
fome Men are pleafed to efteem 5 nor applaud
what they can’t but-{fuppofe tobe” Miftake and

Imperfection ; and are therefore thusdeverély’

judged 2nd cenfured. .

Servant, who'to bisv own Mafter mufi /i’mt/ or

fall 2 Whence is this Spirit of Difcerning ¢
Whence are thefe Men Mafters of the inward
Sentiipents. Principles or Views of others?

By what Warrant do they invade his preroga?
tive, who alone is theScarcher of the Hearts and

1

-

ut who are thefc that judye anotber Man’.;'j'
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of the Reins 2 1s (it aglight TFhing to-depre)
ciate the Miuiftry ot a Servant of ‘Chrift and
to do what we can to render it unfuccefsful to
the Souls of his Hearers 2 Do thefe Men take
_nv Notice ot all the Admonitions given them
on that Account, in the Word of God? Have
they noRegard to fuch Texts as that, in Alae
Vil Y, 2. Judge not, that you e not yndged.
For with what Fudgment ye judge ye fhall be
judged.  Or that in Kem. xiv. 10, 13. But
why doff thou judye thy Brother ¢ Or why dof?
gbou fet -at nought thy Brotber ¢ For we fball
all fand pefore the TudgmentSeat of Ghyift. Let
a5 wot therefore fudge one anoth:r any more.
‘Whatever Views fuch Men may have of raif-
1ng their own Reputation for -Piety, by fuch
uncharitableRefleCtions, they would do it more
effettually in the Efteemof all ferious and ju-
dicious Perfons, by Humility and Lowlinefs.
of Mind, ‘and by efieeming otbers better than
“themfeJves, according to the Apoftolick [ii-
re@ion, Phil. ii. 3. But while they are fay-
ing, as Ilfaj lxv. 5. Stand bythy [elf, come not
wear me, for I am holicr than thow. They afe
a Smokein God’s Nofirids ; and their Conduét
cannot but be very unacceptable to him; wko
refificth the Proud, and gioeth Graceto the
Humble, o 8 ! U

1
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Tam aware whag Anfwzrs'mav be made to
all-this. It will probably be urged, by fuch
to whom this Difcourfe is more direétly point-
ed, That thofe Minifters and their Acherents
who are thps cerfured hy them, have not ex-
perienced thefe Convi¢tions and Humiliations
as are neceflary Preparations to a faving Con-
verfion to (;ed; nor fuch Evidences of the
Love of God, or fuch Foy and Peace in belicy-
ing, as thofe that are the true Children of
Gnrd have expetienced, ——  Befides, they
“find Fault with thofe that have had thefe Ex- -
perieyces, and are evidently fanctified Perfons,
which is a black Mark upon them, that they
are Strangers, who cannot imtermeddle with
tbefe Foys. Thefe feemto be the chief Argu-
ments vfed to juftify the uncharitable Inve:-
tives that are fo often heard, - and fo much
complained of among us. ~
To the firft of thefe I anfwer. How do thefe
Men know what have been the religious Expe-
riences of others; or what Intercourfe there
has been between God and their Souls 2 The
.moft humble, and therefore the moft fericus
_Chriftians are the leaft oftentations ; -and leaft
likely to boaft of their own Attainments ; and
e only that pendereth the Heart, is capable to
determine what their State is, what Change
has paffed tipon their Souls 5 or what Experi-
ST : o ences
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ences they have had, or have not had, of a
Wark of Grace in their Hearts. To us belongs
Charity and Hope, where an irregnlar Con-
verfation den't give ns Caufe to the contrary.
But fuppofe that thefe Objects of Cenfure have
not experienced juft the fame Kind pr Degree
of Convi¢tion or Humiliation; that fome others
have paffed through, of whafe good Eftate
there is the greateft Confidence. Is it there-
fore good Evidence of their Unregeneracy 3
ShaWl we Jimit the boly one of Ifrael 2 Or cons

fine the Operations of divine Grace to any
" fpecial or particnlar Methods 2 Don’t conti-
nual Obfervation convince vs, That the Spirit
of Gad doth in a Variety of Ways, Means and
Degrees awaken Sinners to a Senfe of theie
Guilt and Danger; and bring them from a
State of carnal Security to the Footftool of his
Mercy. . ; : o

To the fecond (and perhaps the chief) Pleg
for this uncharitablenefs, I would oblerve,
That it ig one Thing to find Fault with Men’s
Condu&, and another to cenfure their State,
I hope thofe Minifters that are moft loudly
complained of ag unregenerate, do not run
into the fame Miftake which they condemn in
others ; and judge all thofe to be Hypocrites,
by whom they themfelves.are {o feverely judg-
ed. No!'we would hope well of ‘man% }f

o thefe
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thefe our Brethren, tho' we cannot juftify
their Conduct. = - - ,

-« We would charitably conclude fome of them
to be fincere Chriftians, tho’ we find Faule
with their fatious divifive and cenforious
Principles and Prallices, which we caninat
but Eftcem at the beft as a dead Fiy in the A-
pothccarics Oymtment.  And mult we ca/l Dark-
nefs Light s and dight Darknefi, Moft we
footh and flarter Men 10 their manifeft Faudts §
and join with them in the Subverfion of the
Peace .and Pm.fpcrily of our Chur(.'he_s; or be
thus abufively treated ¢ To the righteous
' Iudge do we fubmit our Caufe, to him whe

nows our Work, and our Labour., and Patience,
from whom we hope for Acceptance in' our
fincere Defires and Endeavours to ferve
him; and hava therefore no Reafon to fear
the fevereft Cenfures of our moft uucharitable
Brethren, ' T
> & They are alfo chargeable with a faGiout
fetting up and preferring one Minifter of the
Gofpel above another, who limig the Succefs of
Gofpel Qrdinances to particular Difpenfers of
them. Asthere is a great variety of Gifis a-
wmong the the feveral Difpenfers of the Gofpel
of Chrift, fois there a like variety of Tafte
and Sentimeént among theicHearers, differently
efteeming and applauding the feveral Preas
R S " chers,
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h chers, according as their Miniftry is fuited . to

their Difpofirion, Genius, or Circumftances

u[,: Aund how aptare Men, to run into Extreams
+ in this Cafe : How realy to conclude, that

i
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yecande they have, or {uppofe they Have exe
perienced peculiar  Advantage, by a Particus
lar Miniftry, that therefore ue fpisitual Benes
fit is to be hoped fr from any fych, who don’t
uife the Tame Methods of Addrefs, Frem fuch

Flike Pretexts, the Miniftry of all thofe that

hii’t the fame Manner of Preaching, which
they think ‘fo . well . of, muft be condem~
ried, as dead and Lifelefs, ufelefs and anprofis
table. Aud the Hearers muft be admomithed
tg betake themfelvesto better méeans” of Edi~
fi“ation, as'they would hope for a Conwere
fipu to Got; and Salvation for their Spuls.
MyHearers are generallpfenfible, that T am pot
propofing to e 'ai ghexumpled and  fictitious
Cafe. We need not'go fat to find numerous

Foltances of this Kind. .

We too often hear of Minifters bdng mag-

_nified abnve meafure for their Siccels, a5 1ho’ &y

tle’r ownPower and Holinig (s they could comves§
Men to fGod. And athers perhaps cqually paim-
ful and €aithful deci yd as unfuccefsfuland thera

fote cuipable, tor not having esthey imasine fx
many converted'to Cheift by theie Mindirys

And if this be really £o,/upon whom does. the'
) . T Reflectior?
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Refle&ion ferminate .?4 ato whom ‘does if
belong to give the Eni‘rcag? -1t is not fuffici-
ent Matter of Dittrefs and Grief to a f4ithful
Servant of Chrift, te Ldbour in -wain and
fpend  bis Steength for neught, that there
muft be Weightadded tod burthen, that is of
it felf too heavy to bear? - :

- But it will be faid perhaps that the Cafe i€
felf evident. We fee by Experience, that
the moft thundting and teriifying Methods
of addrefs have Succefs; and that others

have not. If this were trué would you argue.

from thence, that Gods Grace is lifrited to the
Gifts or peculiar Difpofitions af a particolar
Preacher 2 —— Buf who are the Minifters
-among. ‘us, that nezle@ -to' et in Sianers
View their Dreadful Mifery and Dangersy
and their laft neceflity of fleeing trom the
Wrath to come? Who are they that don’t
affe@ionately difplay the Terrors of the

Lord before the Eyes of -carele(s fecure Sin-

ners, in the fame Methods and Words that
they are found in the Scripture ; tho’ it may
be not with the fame Elevations- of Voice, as

fome others are capadble of > — If we were |

socking Sinners to Sleep in their carnal Secu-

rity, by crying Peace Peace, when God fays

there is no Peace § if we were {o cruel to the
Souls of cur Hearers, asto leave ’em in their
: : Stapidity

]
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Stupidity and Sinful Parfuits, without war-

ning them of their -Guilt and appreaching

fleery, or were pmply:/ymg [mooth ‘Lémg:

and Deeeit to ’em i There would then be

‘juft Canfe, of Complaint;, But when we

may appeal to the Confciences of our Hearers,
that we have with all awfnl Care and Dillj-
gence endeavourd to ftop their Career. for -
Deftruction 5 and even. tracailed e Birth to
fee Chrifi formrd i them how hard is our
Cule, to. be cenfured as unf‘anh(ul for wdant of

'.Snccef‘s
. And I would further Obﬁrve to thefe Ob-

jectors, that they may miftake in their. Con-

clufion, and pretended Experience or Obfer-

vation. There may bea great many conver-
ted to .Gnd that they krow nothing of, under
that thﬁry which they fo caufeltﬂy flight
dnd reject: T hope they won’t, all be found
unconverted and unfanctified Perfons, whofe
Humility and Modefty reftraing them. from
frequent and epen Difceurfe about their Con-
victions and other fpiritual Experiences.
And T truft we have (thefe Cenfures not-

© withftanding) many Seals of our. Minifiry, that.

will be our Crown and Retoyeing in the Day of
the Lord Je[us. Tho’ we have nothing to boaff
of 5 but have great Cavfe to be humbled for

D Unpfruit-
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Unfruitfulnefs and Unfuccefsfulnefs in our
great Work : (yet blefled be God) we have alfo
Caufe to adore the Riches of that free Grace,
that has made us Inftruments of faving Advan.

‘tage-to fo many precious Souls. And this we a¢- .

knowledee to the Praife and Glory of God,
notwithftanding all the Cenfures of our un-
“charitable Brethren.

And ¥ would furthet Obferve on the other
Hand, that - tho’ I am far fiom envying the |

Minifters of Chrift their Succefs; (the Lord
greatly multiply the Number of fincere
Converts, who ever he will pleafe to impro:é
as the lnftruments of their Converfinn) and
as far am I from cenfuring a¢ unfincere any

that have hopeful Evidences of Sauétification &

" -Yet it muft be remembered, that there is a
‘great Difference betweén fudcen Terrors, and
a faving Converfion to Ged 5 and that we may
not conclude all fuch to be convertéd, as are
alarum’d by an awzkening Serrmon.

But after all, if the whole be granted, the
Succefsof any particular Minifter can be nb
Warraut to any Man to leave his Statien, and

follow him: For thig is to go-out of God’s

“Way, and confequentiy out of the Way of his
Blefling,” Nor can it be a Warrant to cenfure
any faithful Minifter of Chrift, for want of
Succefs: - For thefe thall be found a fweet Sa-

o : vonr

U
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vour of Ctr/// beth in I/tm tlat are f:md
and in them that perifh. 2 Cor. ii. 15. Aud
notwithftanding all the Abufes and unkind
Treatinent they may meet with from ungrate-
ful or uncharitable Men. they may claim the
gracious Promife, that Chrift wi// be wity them
dlwiys, even to the Epd of the World.

5 lhey likewife come under the Imputatlon

. inout Text and Doclrine, who neglect to fup-

port the Minifter God has fet over them, from
a higher. Eftecm to fome other. There is no
Daty of Cheittianity more fully and plainly
enjoined in the Scripture, than giving an ho-
noarable Support to the Minifters of the Gof-

pel.  Read to this Parpofe, 1 Lor. ix. 11, 13,

14. If we bave fown unto you [piritual Things,

s it a great Thing,of we (ball reap your carval

T hings 2 Do you not know, that they which
minifier about alv G bings, live of the Tlings
of the Temple 5 and they which wait at the sil-
tar are. Partakers with the Altar 2. Even [o
batb the Lord ordained, that they whick preuch

. the Gofpel, fhould live of the Gofpel. And Gal.

Vi. 6. Let bim that is taught in the Word com-
municate to bim that teacbeth, in_all good
Things. I have often wondered how Men
conld have Peace in their own Confcierces, in
the Ne le& of fuch a plain and mamfeﬁ Duty,
Don’t they know, that they live in an open
Violativn
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Violation of the Luw of God, in Ways of
highe(t Injuftice to their Mioifter, and In]uxy
tothymfel s,- both Souls and Bodies? * Have
they not Reafn to expett’ the Curfe of God
apon all they poffefs, when gnilty of {fuch a
robbz,:g him of what he chalkn'ws from their
Eftatcs for " his immediate Service 2 Is it not
eq'mlly trae under the Gofpcl l)xf‘p"r!anon
as under the legal Qeconomv. that they reb
God. and are curfed with a Curfe for it, that
withold from, and refufe to contribure their
Pmp rtion to the Support of his Minifters

and Ordinances, according to that in Mal. 1t

8, 9? " Had they rather forfeit God’s promifed
Bleliing upon their Subftunce, and thenIntereft
m his F4V0ur, than part with a {fmall Portion
of their worldly Goods, for his Honour and
lhmr own Welfare,

But perhaps in anfwer to all this, they have
an Fxcufe at Hand.  They have but a low E-
fteem for their Minifter, his Method of Preach-

|
|

ihg is ot to their Tafte. Tho' he be a Man of

chty Capacity and Diligence 5 yet his Man-
rer of Addrefs 1s not ag,ucablem them, nor fo
likely (as they imagive) to promote the Inte-
reft of their Souls, as the Mmiftry of another
Man, which they therefore chocfe to attend,
and thivk themfclves excufed from this Part of
their Duty. - The tive Meaning of which A-
R ‘ p&loy

—_—
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ology is plajnly this. Ifone is pleafed to fay
Ef is for Paul, and another ke is for Apollos,
God will difpence with his Law, and excufe
them from their commanded Duty. But
fhounld it not be confidered, that Chriftians are
not only under the Obligation of a divine Pre.
cept to this Part of their Duty ; bat that there
is alfo a mutual Covenant between a Minifter
and his Congregation, whereby they are as
well obliged to his Support, ashe to the Dif:
charge of his importznt Truft; that he de-
pends only vpon the Congregation to which he
1s immediately related, for his Subfiftence 3
and is neceflarily reduced to Indigency -and
Waiir, thro’ their parfimonious witholding his
. Due. No Apology can therefore be made for
. this Condu&, no Pretence can juftify it before
God and the World, from being a Contempt of:
God’s Law, a Negle& ofa plain manifeft Duty
and a Fraud of the 'worft Kind to him that 1s
~ {=t over them in the Lord. )
I am next to confider the Evidence of our
Dattrine, gnd and to fhew how this appears
to be an Argument of a carnal Mind. And.
1 Thisis evident, becaufe if we had not

a carnal Mind, we fhould love and efteem all
the faithful Minifters of Chrift for his Sake.
W e thould honoar their Chara&ter, prize and
value their Labours ; and welcome the Mef-
. ; ’ thdnadad frgo
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fage they bring usin the Name of the Lord,
as well for his Sake that feut them, as for cur

own.” We thould not be one for Puul 5 and a-
nother for Apsllos. We fhould not prepagate

Fultions and Divifions, difturb the Ocder, .

deftroy the Peace, and fubvert the Edification
of the Church of Chrift, by fa&ioufly prefer-
ing one of the Servants of the fame Lord to
another ; if we were under a fuitable Inflaence
of a Love to Chrift and to his Intereft and
Kingdom, and were not too carnally minded.
Our Lord tellsus, Luk. x. 16. H: that bear-

eth you bearcih mey and be that defpifeth you

defpifeth me 5 aud be that defpifeth me, defpi-
feth bim that fent me. The Miunitters of the
Gofpel are called” Anbafladors of Cbiif}, and
Stemards of ibe Myferies of the Kingdom. 2
Cor. v. zo. 1 Cor.iv. 1. To.which of tte
Minifters of the Gofpel do thefe Characters be-
lang > ‘Which of them reprefent the Perfon
and a& in the Name ot the Lord Jefus Chrift,
in the faithful Ditcharge of their Work 2 Is it
Paul ovly 5 or only Apollos ; or Cephasy oris
it each faithful Miuifter indifferently? Whence
then is this Difrepet to any of the Servants of
our common Lord, whom each of them repie-
. fents in difcharging the. Service he has ap-
ointed them, if we have any juft value for
im thatfends theni? . Whence can arife thefe
L S -~ Abufes

[
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Abufes aud Contm(np:trs of “thofe whofe Cha-
ralter aud Services deferve our Honor and E-
fteem, but from the Atings of a carnal Mind?
Moreover 3 _ _ oL :
2. This is alfo evident, becaufe whatever
dire€tly tends to propagate Divifiens, flows
from Carnality. Tho’ I underftand that fome,
among us, from Pretences to 1 know not what
Religion, juftify their divifive Practices; and
fpeak favourably of Contentions and Confu~:
fions, as Signs of the Progrefs of a Work of
Grace: Yet in God’s Account, fuch Divifi-
oéns are yet to be numbered among the Works
of the Flefl ; and the Authors«f themto be
efteemed 1inder the Influence of a fl:fbly Mind.
Now 1he Works of the Flefb are thefe. — —
. Hatred, Varianee, Emulations, Wrath, Strife,
Seditions. §e. Gal. v. 19, 20: Tbis Wifdom
defeendetb not fiém above ; but 15 eartbly, fenfa-
al, dewillifh.  For where Envying and Strife is,
1ber¢ is Confufton, and every esil Work,  Fuam.
. 13, 16. R
Itis true, we may be the innocent Qccafions
of fome Divifions by doing our Duty, while
the Lufls of our QOppofers are the immediate
Caufe of them 3 in which Sence our Lord him-
felt was Fai}l‘“;gqt, 1o [end Peace upon Earth,
but @ Sword.” Mat. x. 24 But this no Way
ffects the prefent Cale, whichis fetting up
, ’ . Abtay
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-Altar againft AI'ta'r,"dgividing the Communion
and Peace of the Church, promoting Schifms
‘and Debates, meerly becdule - the Contenders
are pleafed to vilify fuch Minifters of the Go-
“{pel, a:ainft whofe Faithfulnefs they can find
no juftitiable Qbje&ion. And if this be doing
_of their Duty, they moft find fome new Law
“to diret theirDuty, very oppofite to theGofpel
of Peace; and anew Rule of Duty, not yet re-
ceived by the Difciples of the Prince of Peare.
"Nor will it do in this Cafe, to call the Sincerity
-of fuch Minifters into Queftion, this were to
«add to their Fault, by therr Cenforioufnefs and
“Uncharitabluefs . Cr in other Words, it

Avould but give clearer Evidences of their Car-

'nality. ., T R - . eit:
.~ 3. This is further Evident § becaufe the im-
‘pleaded Practice direltly tends to deftroy the

Interefts of Religion, and to fubvert the King- -

.dom-ot Chrift in the World, The Apofile tells
us, Rom. xiv. 19. That the Kingaom of Ged
is Righteou[ne(s, Pedce, and Foy'in the Holy
‘Ghoft. - Whatever thercfore tends to deftroy
thefe, doth {ofar tend to deftroy the Kingdom
of God. This isa’ clear Cafe, and needs no
Remarks. And I think 1 need not endeavour
te prove, That to emimiusigaw {ubvert the

Kingdom of. God in the World is a Work of !

the Flefli. * I wifhi therefore, that Church-di:

viders
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( vidérs wonld doly conﬁ%er, that theyere fervs

ing the Interefts ¢f. an oppofite Kingdom tq
that of our Lord Jelus Chrift, while thev are
thus fowing the Seeds of Strife and Debate,
Contention and Confufion among us.. Upon

the whole it is no Cenforioufnefs to conclude

with Refpe@ to thefe Deftroyers of our Peace
and Love,  ¥e areyet cainal: . For whereas
there is among you envyings and Strife and .Dis
tifions, are ye not carnaly iind walk a5 Men? -

Bat it's Time to make fome Retlections up<

on what we have heard. ——1I prefame my Hea-
fers have genetally confidered whether this Dis-

courfe tends; and will therefore bear with nie,

if Imake a particular Application of it to fuch
¢s have a - fpecial Call to apply it to thems
felves, , .. S

Bedr with ‘me, my Brethren, if I ai con-

- ftrained to addtels you -in_ the - Langnage

of the great Apcftle, 1 Cor. xi, 18, . L
bear that there te Divifions among you, and I
partly belizve it The great Infraltions of the
Peace and Orler of this Congregation §. and
thereby the finking Intereft of Religion, theres
i, is @ Lamentation and (ball be for. a Lamirs
tation. And what juftifiable Caufe can .you

' aflign for the Schifms that have {o long pree

vailed in thiz Place?  Will any of your pres
o ‘ E ‘

tended
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tended Reafons of thefe dividing Practices tand
the Tryal of indifferent Judges, or of that Judge
who has required. you to abey them that buve
&be' Rule over you, to [ubmit your felves to them
that Watch: for your Souls 5 andte be at
- Peace among your [ehves ¢ There is verily,
my Brethrew, a Fault among you, that de-
ferves your moft ferious Conftderation and fo-
femn Repentance before God, whatever you
may think of it. How confilent feever you
may be, tharyour ¥ays are right before God,
by: whom{oever you may be encouraged and
fupported in your dividing Pra&ices, I am
greatly miftaken, if they will ftand the Tryal
of the great Day, when all Difguifes will be
gemoved ;- and you and I muft be judged ac-
. aording to.what is written in the Book. of God.
It therefore certainly concerns you, to weigh'

your  behaviour impartially in the Ballances -

of the Banctuary ; and to co fider it as it mufk
be confidered at the Bar of Chrift. This be-
Ingan . Affair of everlafting Confequence, I

would moft earneftly invite andentreat youw

in the Name and Fear of God, ferioufly to hear-
ken to, and lay to Heart thefe following Con-
fiderations, - :

uoY. (Ate you equally certain, That you have

acjuftifisble Plea for your fo frequently furning
your Back upon the Ordinances of Chrift here

difpenced 5



difpenced 3 aud for your Gadding about to
cbayge yoenr Way; us you are, that Chrift re
quires of you ot to forfake the Affembling your
felvzs togetber 5 to bonour and cfteem bim thas
15 [et over you i the Lord, to walk charitably s
and to fludy the qhings 1hat make for Peace,
and thofe Things whereby you may edify one an-
other 2 Oc if you falfly imagine you have
fuch Certainty, what will be the Confequencas,
# the Lord JefusChrift ih the great Day fhall
dif>wn your Condud@, filence all your-Pleas
and Excufes; and {ay to your Minifter, as in
Ltuk..x. 16. He that bath defpifed you bath de-
fpifed mey and that barh dejtijcd me, bath de-
[ptled bim that [ent me 2 r
Is it a light Matter for you to do what you
can, to prevent the Succefs of the Ordinmances
of the Gofpel in this Place ? Don’t thefe Di-
vifions tend to weakep the Hands of your Mi-
nifter'; and to bring others into a low Efteem
of, and D fregard for his Miniftrations; and
thereby into infinite Danger of being barren
and unfruitful under them ? And is this'a
{mall Thing in your Efteein? Confider how
many precious Souls there are,-whofe eternal
Welfare very much depends.upan the Succefs
of the Miniftry here ;- and would you be the
~ Inftruments of their eternal Ruin? “Can you
be content that avy of thefe fhould curfe you tlcl)
. a
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~ oll Eternity, as the {a?i QOccafiops of their Difs !
‘segard to the Thinys of their Peares o often
inculcated upon them from this Defk 2 -O! 1ake
theed that you lay not a ftumbling Bleck in the
‘Way of the everlafiirg Happinefs, of the im- |
" mortal Souls ¢f your Neighbours. b
3, Are'the Offences that are raifed amorg |
«you afmall Matter in your Eyes ?  As you aie
~caufelefly taking Offence with your Minifter,
and other Chriftian Brethren, with whom you
Ahould take fmeet Councié together 5 and walk
10 4be Houfe of God in Company 3 fo are they
likewife juftly and neceflarily taking Offence
-with you. ‘And thus that Union and Commu-
nion which becomes Saints'is interruptel, your
* +8pirits too much fowred, and your AftcCtions
: too much'alienated from one another. God is |,
.'dithonoured, - Piety and Charity wounded in
~the Houfe of their profeffed Friends. This is
- vifibly your Cale, the fad Confequences where-
"of are open'to the World. Th»' you may |
inake light of thefe Offences, our Lord Jefus |
- Chrift does not fo.* The Eftimate he maks ¢f
- them, you may learn from his own Mouth, 1
* Mat xiii. 6; 7. But who(o fballoffend.one of thefe |
little Ones which believe in me, - it were better
for kim that ‘a Millfone were banged about kis
- Neeky: and that be were drown:d in the depth
ff the-Sea. Vo untothe We 'ld, becaufe of OF-
BRI C fenees:
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fenges © for it muft needs be, That Offences
come : But wo to that Man-by whom the Of-
fence cometh. o : ‘
4 Don’t you think that the Lord Jefus will in
the Day of his appearing and Kingdom, ftand
by that Word of his, whercby he has fo ftricét-
1y firbidden Contentions, Divifiws, = and
Confufions among his Difiples? You fe:m
to have little or no regard to the Sinfulneis of-
your divifive Courfes; but even feem to Jufti-
+y them as lawful and laudable ; and by youe
- Practices to commend them as” yeur-Butyand:
* Intereft. But what [aithtie Scripures ¢ Do
not you your felves kncw how thefe ‘Things
.pre every where forbidden and: condemned in’
the Oracles of God ? Some View of this has
‘now been laid before you in this prefent Dif-
courfe. - And whatcan yeu fay toit? -Can
you yet be upright in your own Eyes 2. Will
you yet juftify your Divifions, wher God him-
felf fo feverely condemus them? . But whefe
Word muft ftand in the great Account, his ot
yours? Hbw will thefe Things appear, whea
.y u muft anfwer for them before your Jurge?
1V bat will you do when God rifeth up, when be
~sifits whar will you anfwer 2 o
= 5. Will not your glorious Judge at his com-
* ing juftfy that Word of his, wheicby he has
_tequired you to.honourally fupport and majin-
oy e . tain



- 4ain your Minifter? Yoar Daty in this Re-
fpect is plainly degible.  You cannot by any
Umbra:e evade the Force of the clear and
plain Manifeftations of God’s Will in this Re-
{pect. But yet you live in open Violations,

and a feeming Defiance of thote Divine In-

jun&ions, and feem to have Peace in fo doing.
Indéed, Sirs, it is Time to con'ider, that how
fecure foever you may now be inthis Matter,
there will be an after Reckoning. - And what
Plea will you then have to make? How will
you anfwer the Demands of your ‘iludge,

when be calls you to Account for this Part of -

your Duty.

. And now 1" would further improve thig
Difeourfe, by a particular Addrefs to my Bre-
thren in the Miniftry. - }f it ‘be an Argument
of Carnality in onr People, to factioufly fet up
and prefer one Miniffer to another, it certain-
1y concers us to take Care, that we are pot
the Inftruments and Occafions of thefe Divi-
fions. It would be fad indeed for any of our
rder, to abet and encourage titefe Faltions
;and Confufions. ~ Nothing could be more con-
grary to the great Ends of otur Miniftry, No-
thing could more direéily tend to fubvert the
Intereft of Chrift’s Kingdom among us, which
we ate bound by fuch facred and awful Obli
gations to endeavaur to promote and advanﬁe 3
B o than
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than for us to excite and aftuate, or even ta
countenance thefe unchriftian. Animofities and
Emulations. Are we Servants of the Prince of
Peace, let us approve ourfelves fuch, by ufing
onr utmoft Effa ys to promote vital Piety among
our. Hearers; and to procure Prace on Earth,
and good Will among Men.  Let us with ear-
neft Diligence, fervent Prayerfulnefs ; and afs
fiduous Application to ocur Great Work, en«
b deavour if poilible to unite our. Pwple to our.
Miniftry, and to one another. Tho’ we may
meet with unworthy and ungrateful Treat-
ment from {fome of our Hearers, whofe eternal:
Welfare we have {o earneﬁly confulted and:.
purfu=d, tho’ our Prayers and Labour ok
Love for their Souls be {o evilly requited with:
} Reproach and Cenfure ; we are not to fit fill’
m a Meiancholly Deje&ion under our hard’
Lot; but confider thefe Abufes and Calum.:
nies, asa fpur to greater Serionfhefs, A&wny,
and Diligence, i1 our facred Callmg
If we are wrongfully cenfured, it fhould be‘
improved as a Caution and Warning ; if jufts.
lv, as a loud Call to Humiliation and Reformas:
tion. If uponan lmpa\txal Examination we”
can juftify our own Sincerity’: Yet we.can-:
net but condemn our. many ImperfeCtions;:
which the cenforious Treatment we meet with;
fheuld awakcn us to repent of, and rcform,
This®




This'is the beft.: Method to quipt the Clgtnoury
of onr-Accufers s, of at leaft to wipe cff- their ¢

Reproaches,: ——— . dn-a Wordl, ‘let us in @/f

i

- Thigps-aprrovesotir: [ehves.as the Minifers:of

God. e muck Piti-vee,-1ho’ in Afflidtions, - Ne-.

- goffities and D lisefles, by Puvesefs by Knaw-, .
: I:dyf‘. by Lovg feffersng, &y Kinduels,. bythe.

-ty Gloft. by d ove-unfeigned, by Homour and
Lifyoncrr. ty enil Report and good Report. —
Let us itiive ‘with all earneft Application to
lack Sinvers ¢ut cf the Snares of Death 5 and
to fee. Chitit formed 1n the People of our
Chirze . IF God dznies us Succefs, let that
alf» quicken our Diligence and Prayerfulnefs ;
- 3f he grant us Succefs, we fhall not repent-
our greateft Care and Pains: but find Caufe
" to praifc him for ever, o
Finally. let me earneftly exhort snd en-
treat you &ll, to endeavour to live in the Love
of God, and in Love with one another, to /ot

the Peace of God rule in vour Hearts, to be . .

erfed, 10 be of good Comfort, to be of on:
f‘{m{. te line in Peaze, that the God of Love
and Peace may be-withyou: And I would par-
ticularly exhort. thofe of this Congregation
that have ;. long. been. fomenting Divifions
and Fa&ions here, ta ferioufly lay to Heart,
the Iniquity of - their dividing Courfes; and
ot to prefevere in Praltices fo difpleafing to'.

.
L

God, -
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" God, and Deftra@ive to themfelves.. I would

implore them in the Name and Fear of God,
to confider thefe Things; and not to drive
the Ordinances of God from them; and pro-
voke him to bring upon them a Famine, not
of Bread s nor aThirft for Water : But of bearing
the Word of the Lord; — 1 conclude with that
pathetick Expoftulation of the Apoftle Pbil.

11, begining. If there be therefore any Confo-

lation in Chrift, if any Comfort of Love,if any
Fellowbip of the Spirit, if any Bowels of Mer~
¢y, fulfil yemy joy, thatye be like minded, ba-
wing the [ame Hope, of one Accord, of one Mind.
Let nothing be dome threugh Strife or vain
Glory : but in lowlinc[s of Mind, let cach eficem
others better than themfelyes.

FINTIS






