The Rmﬁmhmﬁ of Nosconformity to tbe
., Cburch of England, én Poits of Worsa,p.:

. _A - ,
Second Defence

L ___OF

A SER MON, preach’d at Newark,
June 2. 1736. Intitled, The Vanity of buman -
Infliswsions in the Worfbip of GOD. .

» Againt the Exceptions of Mr. Joun Beaca,
in his Appeal to the Unprejudiced.

Done in the Form of a D¥A LOGUE,
wherein Mr. Beach’s Arguments are all expreficd
in his own Words. ) )

By Fonathan Dickinfon, Mi A,

" Not every Separvation, but only a caufele(s Separa-
" Hon from the external Communion of any Chsirch, isthe |
Sin of Schifm.e—em=Impofing spon Men, undes Pain of

"~ Excommunicatim, & Neceffity of profefing kwown Eve

. vors and praBlifing known (,Zmuptbm, #s a fufficiene
and neceflary Caufe of Sepavation. —— To leave the

" Chiurch, and #o leave the external Communion of 4
Church, is not the fame Thing e Tis little  Armour,
rightly placed, will vepel all fhofe Batteries, which yow \
Jtbreaten fball be fo furious. -~ CHIVLINGWORTH, |

.1 know that the common Senfe of moft that ave feri
ouss in prallicalChriflianity, is againft your formalWay$
of Worthip, axd againft the Courfe that you bave takeri
in this Land : but the Spirit of Prophanenefs complieth - .
with yw, and- doteth on ycu, in all Places that evor I .
was acguainted in. Bear with plain Truth : it is in a

- Casfe of evrrlgfling' Confequence. BaxTER
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| AABBACABALA
| Mr J ohn .Bqac:h'.\ |

" Siy,

T és not from & Difregard 1o your Peg.
Jon, mor a Neglelt of your triumpbans
/f;’erfornbnca, :%at I have ot before now
acknowledged gour Favour; but from

~ bodily Indifpofitions, which rendred me
uncapable of writing  As foon as I was fa.
voured with (ufficient Health and Leifure I bave
&iven you the following View of the Impreffions
yourLetter bas made upon me ; and offered you
#be Reafons why 1 -am not convinced by your
Arguments. Tho'" Ibave not taken Nitice of
o}k sbas appears exceptionable in your Lerter,
Tthink I bave anfrwered whatever immediate.
by enters the Mevits of the Caufe —1 bave for
the moft Pare purpafely ouerbook’d your Flouts
and Fleers, and left yon in the undiflur’dPof.
ﬁ,ﬁan of your Merriment ;- being ratber too
old and’'to0 dull to anfwer fuck Kind of Ap.
gumenes, and to find out the Force of Sneer
_ @vd Banter, —— Woetber you are convinced



-~ (i)
. &y my Reafonings, or. wot, you mufi (1 think ) .
acksowledge the Fuftice of the Metbod 1 bao%
taken to anfwer yours; your Arguments be-
dog always”fr ofed én the very Words of your
Book. And if you bad taken tbe fame Metbod .
és your Appeal, you would bave been voted &
-~ juffer Difputans 5 by’ oy wight bave o
Jome Occafions of Trinmph ang Injfuit. ‘T bope
1 may now expeid the. Fufice from you (ifyou
thisk this worthy of your Animadverfions)
- that you direClly anfwer the A);gumm- bere
/ sﬁred: and not (as before) evade wbhat yos
on's inchine so anfwer ; and change the Quef-
tion in Debate, for what you sbink more fa-
woitrubie te sour Coaft, ~— B pleg/rd 1o take
68 reed Pars thefs Resfows of the (dfaft and
sabaken Principies of S -

 BlibetbTowm - - o
- Pek 1oa73p8 .
| - Your old Fnend. B
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Somg cf the principal Heads.

in tbn Deéate.
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Fre uiring 2 rehgwm Obfur S
_ v}ms and Terms of Commg.
* nion, what God Hhas not re-

quired as fuch: and the Cafe parti-
. cylatly ftated, with Refpedt to the
Church of England Pag. 13,
Whether theImpofitions in theChurch
of England do not fall under Chrift’s
Cenlure, Mark. vii-'y. Invaindo they
- worfbip me, teaching for Dollrines

27,

the Commandments of jlam p.

- Of Will-Worhip. P 52.
Of impofed Forms of Prayer p. 62
Of vain Repetitions in the Common. 4y

Prayer. | p. 72.
Of readmg the Apacrgpba in the
Charch, poas
Of the Sign dfthe Crofs in Baptnf P Sr'
Of ‘Kneeling at thie Lord’s Table. = p. 88,
Of Godfathers and Godmorbers. P 95.
‘QOf the Burial-Offce. T p. 101,
Of.the A bfotution of the Slck p 103..
Of Foly-Days. p. 1iz,
. Of thePeaple’s bearmg a Vocal Partin

Prayer. P a2z,

N R



Conrnu'rsf.

. N. B. Mr. Beack’s Presbyterian

Orders not derived from meers' Lay-
men. C ‘

The New. England Miniftry, a rrue
and’ valid Miniftry by Mr, Heack’s

"~ own Conceflion. . p. 131,24
Mr. Dickinfos’s charitable Senti.

ments,as to theChurch ol England,

_apdArminiam. . p. 126.
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p. 1an

- ERRAT A ‘

\

* Pag.20.lin. 29 Tead this 1 36.r. je&lo:{ p-3o b

535-1 Inflitutions. p 33.1. 1§ . confiffed. p 35.1. 26.
r. Mattb'.” Xxiii 1260 1. ca}lchajhff 1. 36. r. Way.
P 49 L2g.r.¢ellme. p.54 L. 15. 1. of Willworfbi --~

- L 20.r. unlacuful. p 58 L. 32. v dmguire. p 59. 1. 3.

r.yowpleafe. p. 74.1. 2. r. are'no p.83.1.6 r- man-

Jully --<1.29 r.Tiffera. p.87.1. 20.r. de pfendogr. p. -
89.1.24.r.clearer p.94 1. 1.r.0r. p.99.1. 1. 1. #5d
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, R&éﬂéﬂb{tﬂﬁ ofNanqo)ﬁrmityg soahe - »
- Cburch of Englandy in Poit of Woifbip;

 "ARGUED,

In a Dialogue between D; and B: -
SRIK, havifg lately publiffed my Ex3
% ceptions againft your indication; &
¥ have takeh the Liberty of waiting
B3 upon you in Order to 8" free Cons
7 ference upon’ the Subje debated
. between u$, thatl may obtain your Scntiments of
my Defence. . B A .

" B, SiR, [havé bad a,Sight of the DEFENCE of
Jour Complaints againft tZ; Ciimb' of England. .--):
. Ard 1bate fo great a Valse for your Perfom, ‘dnd fo
- Jupt a Senfe if my Qbligations to’ you, that though I anmi
in a pooy State of Health, and the Task you bade fet
me, by’ multiplying your' Complaints, will mecel[ariiy
provelengthy 5 yet baving, as you tell me, a fpecial
Call, and as my owy Confeience affires me, a good
. Caufe, I[ball chéerfully undertake it (p. 1) -

Qe : i
D. ‘The Affair before us 1s a religiousDebaté;
which therefore deferves to be-treated withMeek-
iefs and good” Temper. - Neither ydur Caufe, mrof
, o8 RSy R IO e

-



2 Tbe Reafonablenefs

mine,will gain anyThing by our violating theLaws
~ ofDecency and good Manners. -And it concerns us
t6- remember in this Debate, that tbe Wrath of Man
aorks not the Righteonfnefs of God.

~ B, Epray God to ‘give' mé a duip.Sanfe of bis Poes
feuces €2 the impartial Aocowns be will cqll wme to for e-
ey injurious Exprelfim ; and that Imay vemember,
that by .my Woerds Lauf be jufified, orby my Words
'Imnﬁ,&agnde@!d. (»2) . .

D. By t;Inis your f;:l.em'tf Addrefs to God, I may

cpe€ Nothing but fair T'reatment, n¢ wrathfint
%:ﬁreﬂions,‘ no unkind Rcﬂe&ion:’ :* For thofk
‘Things yo% gn;iﬁ own !\;:ald be };jn;;ious. And1l
hape, the Bogk you obj ﬂgﬂpﬂ as given you
joﬁam"oﬁagg_ﬁqg of ﬁmx ',’fopsl'am not '
fgrfible of any Acrimony of Style, or any ' abufive
Larigus; contained l\? 1. I'm (ure I cndeavour-
éd id .that khole Difcourfe ( notwithftanding all ~
she Provocation given me) to treat you like 3
Chriftian, and like' a Gentleman. o

" B Thegreateft Trouble I am like to meet with, is
Shemaming your manifold. Untruths, Mifreprefentations
od Slanars..  For though you dow's think # _any Sin
. im you bo commit them,; apd the Eye capnot fee ifelf 5

9% L faar. you'll counp 3, unpardonable Bitternefs in me
w0, teliyen, vhot yow bave ommitted them: (. 2. )
\ . . .

. D: Hold, Sir ; have you fo foon forgot youg
folemny Addrefs to God ! Could one have expe&-
ed, afcer fuch ferious and folemn Expreffiors, that

your- vefy next- Words fhould have contained fo-
much Hear. and. Bitternes ! Can you perfwade
" your, feif, or perfirade the World about you, that
thete arc net injutious Expreffions ? Is it no- injury to
, ' T 7 reprefens



'f M-”t"lf ormity. . ‘ 3

 reprefent me to be fo harden'd in Impicty, as
thfnk it noSin ro be guilty of ina‘nifdld? Ur}trurh()‘: )

| Mifreprefentations and Slanders ? I Lope, I have

" not deferved fuch a Chara&er from you,or from any,
Man elfe; And therefore entredt you, té leave of
. thefeInveltives,which noWay enter theMerits of the
Caute; and I think can beno way fcrviceable to
your_ Reputation. - ' -

) . { . .

B. Pray, Mr. D. free your BIf from ihis blind’

and bitter g’zd, (- 3 ){'W'bat ~do you mean by pub-
Uibing fuch a feurrilous Libel? (p. 6 ) 'Yau bave fo
accuflomted your [elf to make Complaints againfttbae
Chsrch that uoer'lml or injured you, thas yow thi
you may fay any Thing vight or wrong, fo it be
‘way of Complaint. As te notorious Untruths, 7
wonder that your Confciénce did 9oy fay that you are
0w writing fuch, (p. 11.) Pray let me ask you, is
there any fuch Sis as Slandering in the World? if thére
is, bow can yoie exnfe your Afertions, than which No-
thing can be more falfe.” (Ibid.) You are fodelight-d
with tbis vile Slander, that you ave never wedry of re<

 peating is. (p. 20. ) Let me emreat yom 1o be Sober
one Moment, and sell we, is this Reafoning, or is it
Raving? —— I fufpelt 3bat you_are dreaming akd
talking in your Slecp. = Itis & Sign thatyour Etain

s difwrbed. (p. 21.) Did you ufe any Prademce, K
bad almoft [aid Confciénce, when you publifbed ome of ¢ e
‘blackef Slanders that Pem could wtite? (p 52.) If 1
may judge by what 1 bave fien, there s more  Supercili-
asufuefs and Arvogancy In the little Finger of 4 certain
‘Gentleman, than I ever obferved in all the Bifbops I

. Bave ever feen. ( p-§4 ) Certainly you was reduced to.
| the doleful Neceffity of the Woman* in the Poct, who

* Mrs, Juno: - ‘
Flebere fi nequeo Superos, Acheromta movebo.
T B2 " being
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being éwiaged as ber Un.ﬁ_«cce'jifyimf;‘ in ber Attempts,
"took up this Refolution, T : o

"' Since Heaven is deaf, and will nq Pity fhew,
« Tl try what Hell and rhe black Hoft can do.
. (p.66.)

But pray remember, that weé awrité in the Préfencé

< of God ; and muf anfwer for every unjuft Infinuati-
on y----- And much more for the blackeft Calymnies.
£ ibid. ) Do fuch fbamelefs Slanders become a godly
Digine? ('p.'83.) You go om mmi::{g" and vailing,
when your Confeience told you thap we don's" differ orme
Haiv's Breadth about the Thing: (p.75.) By this I
am thovoughly convinced, that in your complaining a-
gainft the Church, you bave only afted a Part; and
_pence muft think that you meant no more by the fright-
“Jul Accufations in your Books, but only to pleafe fome un-
faﬁ?epple at Newark, (p. 1o5.) . ' o

D. 1 b}wc met with frequent. Complaints, in
_the Management of Controverfy, of Perfonal Inju-
.ry and Abufe: but don’t remember that ever I faw
-a Para] el to this, How aftoftithing is this Con-
du@ of your's! Is it poffible, that a Man under
fuch folemn Impreffions of his Account at the Day
of Judgment for-every injarious Expreflion, asyou

- jult now deglared, fhould be guilty of all thefe In--

_ quries? Isit poffible for you to reprefent me as ap-

plying to Hell and the black Hof for. Affiftance, and
-1in the very fame Breath call upop me to remember,
that we write in the Prifence of God, and muff an-
fawer for every unjuft Infingation ? --- Can you rhink
that none of thefe are injurious Espreffions ? Isit no
Injury 10 point me oiit as @ vile feurrrions Liibeller,
Slanderer and Calumniator, chargeable with noto-
_rious Falthood and -Untruth, as defignedly “wor-
T o~ fuipping



 of Nomconformity. ]

" fhipping the Devil, and as a&ing a Partagainft my .
own Confcience &c. ? Whart Caufe have I given
youto efteem me fuch a profligate and.abanden-
ed:-Creature ? , N

- B. - Perbaps you may think- I bave been too sart in
fome Expreffions. - But if you confider that you are the

" Aggreffor, and bave without any known Caufe, publifp.
ed & Set of virulent Chavges-againfi- the Whole Church
of Ewgland, and all the Rulers of the Nation both cie

" wil and. ecclefiaflical, - who have efiablifbed and do up-
bold it ; yom can't but think a little IV armth and Zeal
-stot \only pavdonable, but-even juflifable, in vindicating
fi vaft a Body of abufed Perfons.. ( p- 106.)

.. Were thisCharge true ; and were you ap-
pointed Patron or- Advocate of this vaft Body of
abufed Perfons, methinks you.might have thought
of fome-way to' vindicate. them without Swords

- and Staves. A good Caufe needs no fuch Methods
of Defence ; and a bad Caufe will gain nothing by

. them, but deferv’d Contempt. s— However, I
-muft confefs, I am furprized -at this Imputarion,
T thought I had offered all my: Exceptions, a-

aint what we efteem exceptionable in your
hurch, with as much Temper. and Decency as
poflible. Be pleafed to give me fome Inftances of
that Scurrility and Virulency, you fo tragically.-
- .complain of; and I will retral every Thing of
that Nacure as publickly asyou pleafe. :

o

B.- You bave condemned all tte Chriflians upon Earth,
‘excepting ‘a fmall Handful, as Hypocrites, and vain
Worlbippers, and batetul to God (p. 57.) You fay, our
W orfbip is exaitly.like the W orfbippers of Baal their °
crying balf a Day, O Baal, hear us, (p. 48 ) You
kave condemned 4ll Repetitions in Prayer. ( p. 49 )

- : o Zeu
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" Yow ¢all sbe Crofs at Baptifin & cwsfed Inflyament,
she principal Badge of Pepery (p-53 3 Yom tell igno-
vant Pedple, that we are like the Papilts ix sbeir Ade-,
vation of their breadem God, whom they carry about
tbe Styeets, that all People may fall dows at the Sight
of #; and werBip it as God dimighty. (p. 66.) Tou
- geprefeut eur-moft ferions Devotions 45 vain, bypecritical,

Jike the bruitild Cries of the W orfbippers of Baal, as bor-
vid Profazenefs and mocking of God. (p- 103.) Your

Book thresgheut veprefents the Way that T am leading - * |

Souls in," as ‘the cevtain Road to Hell, my W or(bip you
Jay is vain, my Dofbrine is Arminianifm, and my Dif-
eipline mome at all: and is vot-3bis the broad Way to
- Deftrullion? (p. 105.) : : :

D. I find many mete fuch like Chargevin your
Appeal 1o she unprejudiced.  But I can’t but, efteem
this as an Aggravarion,inficad of an Excuft, of your
bitcer injurious Treatment, === For it’s. moft cer-
tain, thar there are no fuch Expreffions in my

Book ; but your felf is the Author of ‘em all.
You feem now to have 'loft the deep Senfe of God's

Prefence, and the impartial Account he will cali you
10 for every injurious Expreffion, which youfo feriouft
ly defired to keep thelmpreffion of. Ar¢ thefeRe-
prefentations no icjurious Expreflions ? Or am I fo
vile an Antagonift, as to be incapable of recciving
-Injuries, that you are fo forward to faften any Sort
.of Charges upon me, that you are willing to
have me wear 7' ‘

B. I am sefolued 1o be fo far from exaggerating,that
T will filently pafi over many of your lefser Mifiakes,
awken'they don't affed the Caufe, though I am perfuad-
ed, that you would infult over your Adverfary more
than \a_ little, if you found bim guilty of fuch Blunders
-asin p 85, Whereyou reckon ap the feveral Steps aﬂ’i
' ‘ toc

|




tookito acoimplih owr Redemption

7 of Nonconformity, oy

bis Nativity, and fecondly bis Birch, by evbich it 45
evidemt, Yhat- you don’s lknow, that dis Navivity and
Birth dre the fome Thing. (p.2.) . : )

" D. T could have -pointed out 0 you feversd

A more fuch Miftakes of the Prefsin that fame Dif.

courfe, that would-have - §_iwen you ke Caule of
Triumph. But thefe (itfoems ) you have ever-
look’d ; and found out but this fingle Blunder (as

" yon are pleafed to call it) .to make your fIf merry

with.. T'his howewer you are willing to for in as
a ludicreus o View as [{ou can, for the Diverfion
of your felf and -your Reader. And fince you are
in this plesfant Mood, will you be pleated 1o ac- -

- cept of a' Rowlapd for. your derr,. which fhall be

at your Service upon the eafy Condition of your -
anfwering. a few Queftions. - And firft,

: Whﬁt‘ReQ{l;n had you, in -you'i-' leimﬁ, m~ |
~ charge me with.notorisws Untrwihs &2

. B..1 would" wot call it o Lie, boufﬁ that is rovok-
ing.- I dave not-call it a Mifiake, for 1 could not believs

" foknowing aGentieman as you conld fo mifiake (p.10)

1f your firange Mifiakes bad been. commitsed by fome old
Ilsz ona could pafs-them by with & Smilg; bt in fo

. kmowing and judiciaus a Man as you # is ‘semaccount-

able. ( p. 40.) o, -

A\

D. Is this the Chara&er of one

v

who don’

" know that Nativity and: Birth are the fame Thing ?

Fr feems then, thae I am a very ignoran, keowing

and judicious Man. But what do you think of my
obje@iog againft the Repesitions in the Litany ?

B. As I bnew a mz'dmé:, Who - often was

' ) corfident

8 4

*

N
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confident that be faw Apparitions in the Aiv, whin real-
2' the -Apparitions were net-in the Air, bust in_bis
ifurb’dBrain : fa thé vain Repetitions ans not in the
mmon Prayer ; bus in yowr Imagination. (p. 51.)
Pray rub yoyr Eyes, and get them open ; forit is a
Sign thas your Brain is diffwrb'd. (p.21.) .~

D. Why do yeu‘talk fo angril ‘what Hure
has my Book done you ? - il '

B. 1fincerely love you ; asid bope to meet you in &
more p:a%la World.’( p.. 106, ;»pcmd wbcz People
bear fuch wife and fober- Divines as you ,talk and jeer.
at fuch a Rate,they prefently shink that our Liturgy is a. .
kind . of Comjuring. (p- 104.) . Do fuch foamele[s
&landers become a godly Divine? ( p.83.) C

’ D. Thusyou have given me a finifh’d Charae-.
. ter; Wherein ( I muft fiy with Mr. Chillingworth}
you haye difcovered in- your felf the true Genius
and Spirit of Detrallion.. According.to your De-
fcription of me ( O Rem vidiculam, %’ato, et joco- ‘
fam ) I'm an ignorant; falfe, knowing, judicious,
eraz’d, wife, fober, wicked, godly Divine : ' One
that prays to_the black Hoft of Hell, and.yet one
whom you. fincerely hopeito meet in Heaven, ——'
But paffing over thefc perfonal. Matters, be pleaf«
ed to proceed: Lo : .
. L] . .

B. 1 next obferve that yow complain, that I did
not take Notice of your impsting Arminianifin #o us.
The Charge you bave laid thus :  The generality of the )
Clergy of the Church ave profeffedly Atminians, -4sd
_the Dofivine of original Sin, of our Fuflification by
the imputed Righteoufnefs of Chrift, of the Efficacy of
the fovereign free Grace of God, E°c ~are exploded and
vidiculed by [ome of the moft eminent Clergy 3; tb;\ ‘

: - cHTE

]



. of Nemcossformity.- Y
Crarch of Enghnd. This is your black amd bivind
Charge, agz_mzﬁ the generality,yea the mofft -eminent of
our Clevgy &c.  You bave o Pioof thatthe gereralily
of ouy Clergy ave Hereticks, but what is invifible, which
§s ruch like filent Thunder. ( p. 7, 8.) )

- D. Then you take this to be a black and
hotrid Charge, ahd Arininidnifm to be Herefy.

B. 'k is crafty inough i you, totell People that '
he Minifiers of the Church are Arminians. For they
know no Diffevence between an Arminian and a Soci-
nian ; baut take them to “be fome flrange Murifiers, of
avliom they bad beft bave a Care. e Ask thefe Men
‘what an Arminian is, and ome wil tl] you that an
Arminian is one that expells to- be fav'd by bis good .
Works ; another will tell you that an Arminian de-
wies free Grace ;. 4 tbird will fay, that an Arminian
" 35 one cwho denles oviginal Sin. . And be may as well

fay, ke is one who denies a God or ?’:%; Chrife.
(p59) o oo

. D." You muft mean by this (if you have any
‘Meaning ) that Arminianifm is innocent enough';
and that the Imputation of it to your Clergy can
be for Nothing but an Armufement to the Populace,
and an imaginary Scarc-Crow. So thar, according
to you, Iam guilty of a black horrid Charge of
brthodox Herefy. Bur tell me plainly, do-you.
profes your feif an drminian 1 - '

'B. Tko" I am ander mo Neccfity ; yet 0 gratify
Your* Inporturity, I will ‘tell ‘yon awhat [ bate learnd
10 believe, by the liitle Acquaintance I bave bad with
#be WF vitings of our Clergy. Asto original Sin, I be-
lieve all Mankind ave madeSinrers by Adant’s $in: Op
the. Wrath and Curfe of Ged for Adam’s Sin, is due 4o

‘ ; v : . c ' ‘:vfr”
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w Child born into the W orld, wmmve And fo as to all
the other Articles, Iam fure that in a found Senfe; the
gemeralisy of our Clergy believe € preach them. (p.6 )

D. Astothe other Articles debated between
the Arminians and os, you don’t tell us what is
the found Senfe in which you believe them, whe-
ther it be an drminian or a Calviniff Senfe,
But it (cems, you-fully believe all Zdam’s Polterity-

v Sinners, expofed to the Wrath aud Girfe of God, due
_ to them for his Sin. - .

B. The Goodnefs of God made it impoffible, that
Adam’s Pofferity (bould be eternally laft, and condernn-
ed to the Pains and Flames of Hell, any otherwife
than ‘tlgaigb their own perfonal Guile and Wickednefs.
(p-7,8.

D.. A new Paradox! The Wrath and Curfe

of God is due to every Childsborp into the World,

. for .Adam's Sin: And yet it is impoffible, that

Adam’s Polterity fhould be the Subjeéts of God’s

Wrath and Curfe, but for their own perfomal Guile

and Wickednefs. However, you give usthis Evi-

dence of your being no Arminian, that you believe
eriginal Sin.

"B. One Thing moré 1 would obfervé : frff you
Jay, we are Arminians ; and thén you fay, we ex-
plode original Sin. Now both can’t e true, for Ac-
minius 2aught the Dotrine of original Sin. (p. 8.)

D. Thenir feems you are no Arminian ; but

it is a black borrid Chasge -to call you fo, becaufe
ou believe the fame Do&rine that Arminius did.

' ;Wcthinks it might have been as much to the
Purpofe, to have declared, that you believe the
fams Dodrincs that the Galvinifsdo, = B,
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- B, Hedare not fay, that millions of Infants ave
tortured in "Hell to all etirnity, for a Sin that was
" committed thoufands of Years beforé they were born, ~-on
And are fuch as thefe tbe Dollvines, you [ay, ave fo

" dear 1o tbe Prefbyterians at Newark ? If fo, I am

Jorry for shem with all my Heart. (p. 6,7.)

D. What do you mean by imputing thefc Doc3
trines to us > I have lived as.long among the Pref-
Bytevians as you have, and I never heard any Thin
hike this once taught among them. We do -all o
us leave the future State of Infants to the Righre-
ous Determination of that God whofe tender Mer-

© ciesare over all hisWorks,without fuch pofitive and
bold Conclufions as you are pleafed to make. What
Reafon have you to fuppofe we are got fo far
into the contrary Extream from Arminianifm?

\

B. I am fure;] bave beard you préach as rank Ar-
minianifm s ever I heard in the Church. w—— I am
fure, you can as’ [afely join with the Church, as with
the Diffenters ; for the moft eminent of their Teackers,
tomy Kmowledge, are as much Arminians as omp
Gergy- (p 9-) -

D. Then as to-us (it feems) we are at the
. greateft Extreams from Arminianifm ; and yet rank
Ayminians. And ‘as to your Clergy, it 'is a black
and horrid - Charge to call ’em™ drminians ;- be- .
caufc we are asmuch Arminians as they, that is,

- awe are both Arminians. Shall we now fum up

your Evidence upon this Head ?

It is a black and horrid Charge,  to impute the
innocent orthodox Herefly of Arminianifm to your
Clergy. As for your felf, you zre no Arminian ;
for you belicve osiginal Sin : - and fo did Arminins.
) BRI C 3. . . You
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You believe the Wrath and Curfe of God for
Adam’s8in,due to every Child born into theWorld 5
and yet due ta none,but for their own pesfonal Guilt
and Wickednels. As for us, you infinuate we
gre at the moft dangerous Extreams from Armini-
anifm; and yct rank Aroinians. Our Teacherg
are as much AZzminians as your Clergy, _whom'you
are proving to be nd Arminians.----- This I take to
be a fair and juft Reprefentation of your Reafoning,
and the Sum of all you have oftered upon thi
Head.  And who can be fo blind a3 to fail o
.Convi&tion from fuch: Arguments as thefe? Ican-
pot but fay,. as ong in a like Cale, Nubila meuse
Hac ubi regnant. — As to the black and horrid,
Charge, as you call it, You your felf knaw and da
not deny, and the World is fufficiently inflruéted,
thattke generality of your Clergy that have lately
written upon thofe Subjeéls, are of the "Arminian
or Remonfirant Perfwadion, in the £v¢ drtigles de-
‘bated berween us and them. And what Juftice
thercisin yourimputing the fame Opinians to me,
and to the moft eminent of our Teachers; I leave
to the Cenfure of thofe, moft acquainted with our.
Miniftry. meess And thusI am prepared o attend
to'what you have further ofay, &~

B: You fay, T made no veply to the Reafons you of-
fered againfi vequiving as a religious Duty, what God .
bas ot required as fuch. But did I not [bew, that you
and not the Church were guilty of this ? And ihat you

bave made a Bufinefs even in this. Sermon to contras
diét your Text ; and teach for Dorines the Coms
mandmeuts of Men? (p.9.)

D. That we may  conse out of #hs Clouds,” and
not contend in the Dark, it will be praper toftate
the Cafe fomething particularly ; and then letthe

T ST "TI7 World
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World judge, who requires as a religious Dauty,
what God has' not required as fuch; who arg
chargeable with Impofitions upon Men®s Confcien~
ces, and with teaching for Doltrines the Gommard-

ments of Men, you or We.

The Church of England is eftablith’d upon a
Hierarchy, confifting ot 4rck-Bifbops, Bifbups, Arch-
Deacons, Deans, Prebendaries, Rettors, Curates &e.
to whom may be added a Lift of Lay-Officers,
fuch as Chancellors, Commifaries, Proffors, Appavitors
&c.. Nong of whom (as eftablithed in thé Church
of England ) do we find once mention'd in the
.. Scriptyres. The inferior Clergy muft, upon their .

Admiffion to Orders, {wear to perform true and

canonical Obedience to the Bifhop, and to his

Succeffors ; tho' required ta call no Man Mafler,

tut Chriff. When ordain’d tothe Miniftry, and by

theawtal Bonds of that facred Charalter, oblig.
ed to preach the Gofpel, to be inflant in Seafon,
and out of Seafon, they are not allowed ¢o preach
" without the Bithap'sLicence. That an unlicenced
Mioifter is bound by his Office to preach the Gof-
,Pcl ; but by this Order of vour Church farbid
to preach, till he has paid for a Liberty to do
his Duty. You tell us, that Chrift has commirted
the Government of his Church only to the Bi-
* fhops; and yet a confiderable Part of the Church
of England is exempt from epifcopal Jurifdiction,

Of this Dr Wbithy * complains, that “‘the Exenap-

% tions fetrled by the papal Authority, do put

¢¢ many Parts of rhis Church intoa verv disjointed -
*€¢ State ; while in fome Places the Laity, and in

 many others the Presbyters, exercife epifcopal

% Upon. Rom. XIV. 6.

’

« Jurifdiflion
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¢ JurifdiGton, independent on the Bifhops, .in
¢¢ Contradition to their Principles” In thefe
Exemptions, it’s certain, the Bithop has no Jurif-
di&ion at all. And the Cafeis not much better
any where elfe: For tho' the fpiritual Courts be
held in the Name of the Bifhop; yet the Power
of Excommunication and Abfolution belongs to
meer Laymen, who’proceed without the Bifhop's
Dire@ion ; and can legally proceed moft contrar
to hisWill. Thar ajtho’ all Power of Difcipline is
held ro be vefted in him; yet he can exercife
none, but as thefe Laymen pleafe. ¢ Difcipline
¢ (fays one of your own Authors) is loft ; and
¢ will not be permirted by the State, which b
¢ vertue of Conge d'cflires, Quaré Impedits, Prohibi-
-¢¢ tions &c. Have made themfelves the fole and
¢ ultimate Judges, not only of all Bifhops and
¢« Churches ; but of their Excommunications,
¢ and cvety Exercife of their fpiritual Jurifdic-
¢ tion, * ’ S
And what Sort of Difcipline is exercifed in thefe
fpirirual Courts in the Bifhop’s Name, but meerly
¢ipil Penalties ? If the excommunicate Perfon does
not farisfy the Court in forty Days, there comes
out 2 Writ againft him, which commits him to
Prifen, where he muft lic, till he pays the Fees of
the Court ; and makes fuch Submiffion asis en-
join'd him.~ This he cannot efcape, but by a good

round Sum of Monzy,which commonly willanfwer

~ the End And'how agreeable this is to the Dift

cipline Chrift has appoiated in_his Church, the

World muft judge. But.whether agreeable or nor,

every Minifter of the Church of England, is ob>’

liged to publith to -his Congregation, the Sen-

¥ Cofe of the Regal. &Pon(tif.‘p. 166. |
‘ . tence
, .
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tenee of Excommunication pronounced by thefe
Laynien, tho’ upon never fo trivial Occafions.
They moft a& by an‘implicit Faith ; and fubmit
to this, if never fo contrary to their own Judg-
ments.  Such isthe boafled Government of your
Epifcopal Church. ,
" And it is much the fime Café; with Kefpe&to
the Admiffion of Minifters to their fpecial Charge.
. The People are hot only deprived of theif natural
- Right of chufing their Minifter ; bur the Bifhop
himfelf, it feems, cannot refufe the Clergyman re-
commended by the Patron, bow infufficient fo-
ever for the Charge. And even this Right ofPa-
tronage is often bought and fold. It’s common
to buy the Right of the next Prefentation to a
iving, for any Expe&ant, who will havea le-
gal Claim to it, as foon as it becomes void. He
will enjoy the Benefits of it, how unqualified fo-
ever. The Bithop cannot prevent it. And there .
are fome Minifters that have the Income of feve-
ral Parithes, which they never take any Paftoral
Care of at all. It’s cnough if they commit the
Work to fuch a Curate as they can hire cheapett,
while they themfelves live in Splendor upon the
rich Revenues ; and never fo much as refide in
their ‘Parith. ) d :

Each Minifter of the Church of England is ob-

- liged to admit to the Lovds-Supper all Cfficers
. that hold Commiffions in the State, be they ne-
ver fo profane ; or elfe he may incur great Dama-
ges, it fued for refufing fuch an one that holy Or-
dinance. 'Nor has he Power ro keep the moft no-
torious Sinners from the Sacrament above fourteen
Days; unlefs he will be at the very great Charge

of putting them into the fpiritual Court. = -
And as to the Bibop himfelf, whom you fuppofe
to be the Source ot all Juritdi&ion, he is meerly
" ' t5¢

-
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the King’s Creature ; and created by his Writ of
Conge d’Eflire.  All the pretended Ele@ion of the
Dean and Chapter is bur a Piece of Pageantry.
And what elfe can we fuppofe their folemn Pray-
ér to God for the Direction of the Holy Ghoft,
in the Choice of a fit Perfon for their Bifhop,
when there is-one already appointed, which they
dare do'no other than accepr, how difagreeable fo-
ever. to their Minds ! -

Thisis the State of the englifh Hierarthy, unto’
which every Minifter of your Church is obliged

- to declare his unfeigned Affent and Confent. And

unto which I fhall be ready in like Manner to
declare myAffent,iwhen you can prove it agreeable
either to Scripture or Reafon.' Bat in the mean
Time you muft pardon me, ifI can neither envy
or imitate your Change ; nor believe this the beft
conftituted Church in the World. :

You have already heard my Exceptions againf¥
‘your Liturgy, with the long Train of Rites and
Ceremonies, which you acknowledge to be of
human’ Original, without any Scriptural Inftitu-

" tion or Warrant ; all ot which muft be complied

with to a Punétilio, by every Conformift. '
And what s worfe than all the reft, is the -
jun&ion ot all thefe Things, and their Impofition
as Terms of Communion, without'the leaft Al-
Jowance for fcrupulous Confciences. We muft ap-
“prove of all thefe Things, how unferiptural and
unreafonable focver they appear to us; or be re-
fufed the Fellowfhip of yoyr Church, and be ex-
¢ommunitated. Whofoever fhall affirm, that the
Form of Worfbip in your Chuich is corrupt fuper-
ftitious or unlawful, or containeth any Thing in
it that is ‘contrary to the Scriptures, isexcommuni-
cated by, your fourth Canon. —— Whofoever fhall
affirm, that any of ‘your mine wnd thirly Articles
' B are
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.arein any Pare fuperflitious or erroncous, or fuch
as he may not with a good Confcience fubcribe to,
' is excommunicated by your fiifth Canon, === V¥ho-
focver fhall affirm, that the Rites and Ceremnonies of
the Church of England may not with good Con-
fcience be approved, ufed and- fubcribed to, are ex-
-communicated by your fixth Cawnon. we— Whofo-
ever thall affirm, that the Government of the
- Church of England, by Arch Bifbops, Bifbops, Deans,
Arch-Deacons and the n&’_ that bear Office in the
fame, is repugnant to Word of God, is excommu-
nicated by yout feventh Canon. <— Whofoever thall
pretend 1o Groan under the Burthen of certain Grie-
wances, impofed upon them by the Church -of Zn-
gland, are excommunicatedby your tenth Canop. s
Whofoever fhall affirm of maintain, that there
are wirhin this Realm other Meetings, Aflemblies,
or Congregations of the King's born Subjes; than
fisch as by the Laws of the Land are held and
allowed, which may rightly challenge to them-.
-felves the Name of true and lawful Cisrikes, are
excommunicated by your eleventh Canon. .
. This then is the State of the Cafe We muft
belicve, that your Arch Bibops,. Bifbops, Deans,.
Arch- Déacons, Rettors, Curates &c, have Scripture~
Warrant, or be excommanicated. —— We muft
~ aliow, that your fpiritual Courts manag’d by Lay-
Chancellrs, Gommiffavies, Pro&ors, Apparitors, &c. -
and the Difcipline by them exercifed,are agreeable
1o the Word of God ; and that you are right. in
folemnly confefling the want of that godly Difci-
line  that was in rﬁe primitive Church, every firft
Bay of Lent ; or we muft be excommunicared. s
We muft acknowledge, thar your Bifbops have all
the Power of Jurifdiction and Difcipiine ; snd vet
" allow it to be right, that they have no Jurifdiéti-:
on at all in the Exémpiiops; acd thar all the
) D ) Power

.
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- Power of Difcipline belongs t6 your fpivitual Lay.
" Gotrts. wi=—= Wé muft allow, that your Minifters
are bound by their Ordination Vows to preach the

-Gofpel; and yet bound not to preach;, till the Bi-
fhop’s Lifcekice is obrain’d and paid for e We
miift allow, that Minifters are under the moft fo-
lémn Bonds of Duty, to take Care of cthe Fiocks
committed to their Charge ; and yet that it is law-
ful for themto have a Pluvality of Parithes, from
whom they receive rich B.fefices, and never per-
form any paftoral Dury to them.--- We muft allow,
that it’s a Minifter’s Duty, to take folemn Care not -
to' proftitute the facred Ordinance of the Lord’s

_Supper to fcandalousPerfons ; and yet that he muft
adminifter this holy Ordinance to every one that
bearsCommilfion in theState,whatever his moralCha-
racter be ; and ro all Perfons that are fxteen Years
ofd For ail thefe by your Conftirution are oblig-
ed to communicate at Eafer, under Pain of being
Cited into the fpiritual Courts.——In a Word, we
muft believe, that all your Rites and Cevemenies are
agreeable to the Word of God, tho® our Conicie
cnces diftate the contrary, If our Confciences
can™t ftretch thus far, if théy fall fhort in any In-
ftance, we are ipfs Fullo extommunicated by your
Zanons, == And now, Sir, I would enquire of
you, whether thefe Things are not Impofitions ;
whether in thefe, or at leaft in fome of thefe
T'hings, you don’t teach for Dolrines the Com-
thandwients of Men ? Come, “Hinch not, dally not.”

" B. Youkaor propofed and vequived (as much as in
you les,) That as a religioys Duty, which God never
propofed or required.  You bave taught People, that it
 ds a religious Duty to abfiain from a  flinted impofed
. Prayer, whin God never vequired Men 1o avoid it.
Yon have taught it as a religions Duty, to fit at the
- c ST Sacrament

.
)
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Sacrament ; not toufe a geod Prayer, qhich be Papifis
sfe ; whew God never propofed or required thefe I bixgs.
2eu. and not the Ghurch, [ (bew'd, are guilty of this
Crime, «f vequiving that as a religious Duty, which
Geod bas nos vequived as fuchs  (p. 9,10) .

D. 1fhall not fpend Time to complain of the
Injuflice of this Reprefentation ; but confider it as

* fefpe@ling my Oppolition to, and Qbjelions a-
gainft-the Impofition of your Rites and Ceremo-
.nies; And .in rhat View of the Cafe, I take this
to.be the Sum of yqur Reafoning. «— We don’t
like all your Injunélions and Impofitions ; and

- “tuft therefore be guilty of teaching for Do@ripes
tbe Gommandments of Mew. We find Fault with
fomeThings in yourChurch, which you fay are not
exprefly forbid or declared to be finful in theScrip-
tures; and whoever do fe, requirc asa religiqus
‘Duty what God has pot propofed or required ; apd

. arc thereby guilty of the Charge in the debated
Text. wee= But will this Reafoning hold good 2

- What if thofe. Things that are not in cxprefs
Terms forbidden in the Scripture, fhould prqve
inconfiftent . with the .general Rules of .the Weord
ot God '; .and if this fhonld.be the Gafe with.ye-
Apeét tothe Subjets debated between you and me
(as ir'may poffibly appear to' be, beforc we hgve

- done) Is out obje@ing againft thefe Things, pe-
.verthelefs, teaching for Doftrines the Gmmapdmepts
of Men ? 1ffo, we have nothing to.de, but to 3&
by an implicit Faith, and to-take Care not to.con-
tradi&t any human Impoftions, le} we teach for

- Doflrinesithe Commavdmenss of Men. . Aund -if fo,
your Church isin the . higheft Degree chargeable,
“1n reje@ling fo many Popifb Rires and,In__ﬂitg_uons,
which are no where cxpr.c{ly.f&biddcn--»lﬂ the

- Scriptures. Pl -

, Dz. - I
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If you anfwer to this, that the Impofitions of
the Czurch,oi Rome, which you have rejeéted, are
contrary to the general Rules in the Word of
God; and thofe in your Church, which we re-
. je&, are agreeable to the general Rules in the
" 'Word of God ; and therefore we are chargeable
with this Guilt, but you not : We have then your
‘Word for it on one Side of the Queftion, that
your Impofitions are agreable to the Word of
God ; We havealfo the Papifis Word for it on
the other Side, that their Impofitions arc agreable
to the Word'of God; And we have the fulleft
- Bvidencein our own Minds, that they are neither
one nor the other agreable to his Word. How
" then muft we underftand this Argument of yours,
fo asto find out by it who are, and who are not
guilty of this Charge? Are all they guilty, thae
reject fuch human Injunions, as the Inspefers them-
felves fay are agreable to the Word of God ? If
'fo, the Church of England.fhould well confidee
what they have been doing, in 1ejeiting the Mafs-
"~ Beok. 1f not fo, yeur Argument comes to No-
thing ; for we have*but your bare Word in Fa-
“wour of your Impofitions. — But perhaps you will
tell us, that they are guilty, who reje@ fuch Impo-

fitions as arc really in themfelves agreable to the

Word of God, withour Refpe® to any Man’s -

Word for or againft them, Bur then, how muft
his appear ? who mut determincit 2 If the Im-
polers may determine rthe Cafe, we have the for-
mer Confequences brought upon us. . If it belongs.
to others to determine ir, no man can be ‘guilry,
: who follows his Judgment and Confcience in re-

je€ting human Impofitions. -
But what can you mean, by our seguiring a Re-
je&tion of thofe Impofitions as a seligtous Duty ; {av
ing only, that we refufe to pur our. Néecks io‘r‘o
, ' the
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the Yoke you have wreathed for us, and give our
Reafons why we do fo, while weare content that
thofe who are otherwife minded, fhould enjoy .
their own Opinion, and our Communion too in 3ll
facred Ordinances ? All we' demand of them, is
- to give the fame Liberty. Woe teach'no Com-
mandments at all but the Commandments of God ;
and it is our known and received Principle, that
we are to obey no Commandments but his, in Mat-
ters ot Religion, of Confcience, and cternal Salva-
tion : While, yov acknowledge, that the debated
Rites. and Ceremonies you impofe, are meerly of
human Original. So that the great Queftion be-
tween you and me is, Whether they are guilty of
#eaching for Doftrines the Commandments of Men, who
teach that therc are no Commandments in religi-
ous Affairs binding upon Men’s Ceofciences, but
the Commandments of God; or they who teach,.
that the Commandments of Men are alfo binding
‘upon ouc Confciences : That is, in other  Words,-
they who teach for Doftrines the Commandments of =~
God, or they who teach for Do&rines the Command.-
“mentsof Men ? . - ‘ o
Speak out plainly ; do you impofe any Thing
upon Men®s Confcicnces, or not ? If you do, the
Cafe is determin’d, you teach for Dolrines the Coms-
mandmexts of Men. 1f you do not, thew us where
thefe Things are required in Scriptuve, that you
enjoin and impofe.uponus. Anfwer this confiftenc~
ly ; -and the Debate is ended. - ‘

B. Wheré bas God commanded you to veceive the
Lord's Supper at Neon? IWhere has God commanded
You 1o give the Sacrament in leavered Bread ? H - bers
bas God commandid you to fland up when you preach ?
W bere bas God commanded you to preact by Notes,
to fing iv' Meeter, which is of late Invention ? P bl:;c

. a5
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Bas God commanded you to fit upright at thé 'G;m»}y-
#ion, 10 give @ Name in Baptifm ; and a bundred
Thirgs more which you do without any Scrucple ?

Speak'io the. Point, are thefe 7. bings from Heaven or

of Man 1 (p 31.)

D.” Were it granted, that all thefe Things are
‘human Inventions in the Worfhip of God ; Is
there no Difference between the. prafifing and
 the impofing thefe Things 2 Are not every Body
_allowed Communion in our.Churches, with fyll
Liberty to aét according to their own-Conftience

. inall thefe Things, or any other of the like Kind
that you can imagine ? If there be any Parrica-
“Jar that they don’t approve, they are welcome to

“join in what they do approve. There never was
‘amongft usany Cenfure pafs’d upon any Perfon, én

¢ thefe Accounts. But on the contrary, your Canohs

- are charged with the Thynderbolts of Excommu-
. bication, againft every ome that won’t agree with

'you, in ‘every Pun@ilio of your Hierarchy and

‘uninflituted ‘Rites. There can be ‘'no Abatement
of & Ragg of a Ceremony, cither for the Peace
of our Confciences, .or the Peace of the Church
" and Nation : That we are forced to forfake the
‘Church of England, cr the Peace of our own Con-
fciences ; and 1t ‘becomes abfolutely neceffary that

the Church be divided, or Multitudes of the beft

‘Chriftians in the Narion maft live in a Courfe of
Sin againft cheir own Light ; and this without any
_other Neceffity, than the Impofees-Pleafure. | For
“you own the fcruplad ‘Rites to be -all of them
indifferznt; even thofe very Rites, an Account

of which fo many excellent Men in our* Nation '

_ gre not only refufed all Priveleges in the Church,
but, all Offices in the Scate. = ¢ - -

.1t Ifhould yer fuppofe thefe Things tabe hu-

man

/
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masnlaventions inGod’sWorthip,they areall ofthem

‘(fitting at the Lord’s Supper only excepred) what -

both you and we agrec in ; and what are no whete

contefted in any of the proteftant Churches. And -

theretore if thefeThings had been enjoin’d asTerms
of Communion, would there be no Difference
between enjoining thofe Things which_no Body
feruples ; and impofing fuch Things as are con-
fciencioufly fcrupled, Ey much the greagft Part
of the Reformation ? i

And Iaftly, there are none of your Inftances
(excepting that of fitring ar the Lord’s Supper,

which I fhall have Occafion hereafter to confider’

more diftinétly ) that come up to the Cafe deba-

ted betyveen you and me. I oppofed hamanInven- .
tions in the Worfhip of God : you inftdhce in meer

Circumftances and Appendages of Worfhip, which
I before allowed 10 be neceflarily left ro human

Prudence. There can be no Aétion without fome”

neceffary Circumftances ; and where thefe are noe
provided for 1n Scripture, they are left abfolutely
ind:fferent to our own Choice. Thus for In-

ftance, Chrift has commanded us to attead the -

Lord’s Supper ; bur’has not dire@ed wherher it
fhall be obferved at Noon or at Night, whether

. with leaven or unleavened Bread. Itis therefore .

a neceflary Circumttance, that there be fome Time
appointed, and fome Sort of Bread provided,
~which muft be left to human Prudence. So like-
wife, he hath required Minifters to preach ; but

has not told us 'whether ftanding or fitting, with’
Notes or withouty and the Polture and Methods
of Preparation are neceflary Circumftances, that-

are Jeft to our own Prudence, to be determined in
each Society, agrerable to the general Rutes, that
aX Things be done decently and in Order. And the
fame may be faid of the other Inftances mention-

' ed
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ed by you. Thefe are all natural Circumftances,
that neceffarily belong to every religious Duty 3
and they muft of Neceflity be determin’d, or the
* Duty can’t be attended. The Decifion thetefore
of thefe Circumflances is  required by the Law of -
Nature, which is the Law ot God, fince they are
not decided by the written Word. e—= But by
what Argument will it follow, that becaufe ne-
‘ceflary Circumftances and Appendages of Wor-~
thip are left to human Appointment, that there~
fore unneceflary and ferupled Circumftances of
Worthip, may be appoifited and impofed 2 Or
that becaufe meer Circumftances of Worfhip are
left to human Dire&ion, that therefore new Aéls, |
. Modes, or Forms of Worfhip may be invented
and enjoin’d 2 And thar all your unferiptural Hie-
rarchy, all your Merhods ot Difeipline, all' your
Pluralities and Nonrefidencics; all your Patronages
and Sales of Advowfons or next Avoydances, and
all your Rites and Ceremonics, muft be apptove%
as neceffary to be comply*d wich, for the Sake o
the human Authority that enjoin them ? I think,
Sir, thar thereis a very great” Differenée in the
Cafes ; and rherefore thar all you have faid is no-
thing to the Purpofe, unlefs you can prove, that
w%e are as much bound to obey, with an implicic
Fuith, whatqver unfcriptural Inftitations you are

leafed to impofe upon us, as to obferve the Regu-

ation of thofe natural and neceffary Circumftan.
ces, without which a religious Dury can’t be per-
form’d at all. o '

B. Yiu more than infinuate, that we teach ouy

“People a blind Obedience to their fpivitual Guides ; and
an- abfolute Subje@ion to their ' Impcfitions. But pray
let mic ask you, Is there any fuch Sin as Slandering in
tbe Borld? If tkere is, kow can you excufe thefe .
: Affertions ? pm—




i
i

of Nménfﬂtmil}. ag -

dffertions uttes J¥e do indeed teach onr .Pt?le, that
Swhen our ‘Goiernours command us to do lawful Things,
44 'is our Duty 20 obey, and that in Obedience .to God,
than which Notbing is more plainly taughs in Seripturey
and Rebelljon is. as the Sin of Witchcraft, 1. Sam,
Xxx. 23,  Bwt if owr Ralers convsmand-what God bag
forbidden, or forbid what -Ged bas commanded, wé
muf} die rasber than obey thems ; and every Mas |
Judge for bimfelf, whither:the Rulers Command
repugnant to God's, or st (p. 11.)

' D. You fhould firft have proved (what we de

thatGod has given a legiflativePower to yourChurch,
in the Affairs of Religion and Gonfcience ; or autho-
‘rized any:Men upon Earth, to make Laws and In-
-Ritations -in Mattets of his: B or/bip, and inthe Af.
fairs ot Confcience and Salvaion. Tho' we are
bound to obey our lawful and rightfu! Rulers, in

~

' +all thofe ‘Things wherein- God has given them -

-Power ro command us ; yet we are notbound to ebey

all- them that call chemfelves our Rulers, nor even

~our - Jawful ~Rulers - themfelves-in_shofe Things -

‘wherein God has not given - them. Power - to: com-

mand us. - Be pleafed therefore to thew us, wheace -

thisAuthority is- derived ; and to whom ir belongs:

" Whether to the Rulers of the Church of Rore,
and 1o the Jugwifition, or to'the Rulers of the Greek

_ Churches, er to the Rujers of the.reformed Church,
e:_ groad.“of :h? g.:ur(f: of g'mla?d,hof the Church

of Esngland, or of the, Churches of this Gusartyy,. or

10 all"of thefe :  If to: al} of thefe, how can you

juftify ' the Reformationg in Difobedicace to the

Rulers in-the Church of Rome 2 If to the Rulers

of the Church of England only, ler them produce

theirComniffion,whereby they have thisPower, ex-

clufive of others ; and/we will obey them. But I

think, you will allow, that if this Authoricy is

e A { given

)

1
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given tathe Rulers of aly"Ghurch-, it-is given ro
the Rulers of eve:y CAht:c . thAi» m n';nﬁ be
*® every where equal. And astbe Autheriry ef cvery
% Ghe::!;.i\'h' equal, fo their Docrees moff be cquall; ,
* . binding by vertue of that Authority. TheDecrees of
Y che Gownché of Tvemt muft be ‘as Obligatery upan our
Confcicnees; as the Ciamods of an dmghilh Camvocation. -
" ‘Wor will'it at all help the Cafe, s qualify this
Affertion by limiting thisimaginaryPower to lawful
Things. For who mult be. Judge in the Cafe,
whether thefe Things are lawtul, or not ? If the
Cowrch of Emgland muy determine chisCafe, and we.
muft Rand to her Derermination, her Power is ab.
folute, and we are under an Obligation to blind O-
bedictice and abfolute Subjetion. And it your
' Church is Judge whether her Injun&ions are Jaw-
fulor hot, the Church ‘of Rome 1salfo Judge whe-
* gher ‘her Injun&ions ire Iawful or not : And thee
ghat live under her ‘Governmeat, are by the fame
Reafon bound to obey in whatever fhe determines
oy ou el s, every Men uxfl judes f bimfelt
*" But you tell us, every mmfl judge for bimfeif
m’m Ruler's Command be repugnant or God's, or
#of. Wow do but ftand by this Conceffion, and the
" Debate is ended. We then do judge for our
elves, that all this pretended Power to command,
#nthe Points under Debare, is contrary to God’s
©ommand. . We do judge for our felves, that
Clirift has given Power ro'no Man upon Earth, ro
‘maké ahy fuch Injunilions, to ordain ady fuch
Impofitions, or to vex -our Confciences with an
fuch Inventions of Men.. We do judge for aur
felves, that Chrift” enly’ is King in his Church ;
thiat fiere we have but ume Lawgiver, who is able to
: {gxw g?'m,, Jam. iv. 12. And fo by your own
Confedion, we are under noObligarion 1oObedience
i the ‘debated Oolnts. weme IF you enguire, h[u ‘
&0 “what
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l, what then gre we waiq--y&n,fwh ﬁkvvmm

én the Lovd ? -1 anfwer, Intheir teaching us what-
Josver Comift bas commanded ; and in ‘No;hi? elfe.
It’s Authority enough, to reprefent Chrift’s Pe

in explaining his Will to us; and we are bqund
to obey them when they can convince us, that”
what they teach is agreable to his Will ; and no
further. That our ience to them muft always
terminate in Chrift’s Authority ; and npt in theics.

", For we may.call no Man Mafer, fince ome is our

- %Icr,mer‘y!. Mat. xxin. 8. 1o.

hus I-am prépared to-hear you upon the main
efltion. .dcbated . between . ys, hether _the
Injun&ions and Impofitions in the Church of Zng.
land are not tedching for Doffrines the Gommandments
.of Men, coou‘bry'tow vl 7. e

B. T am to puove, thas the Thing reproved by owr

- - Satienr was het bavely the enjoining that immocent Rige

¢4

-of wafhing Hands ; but the seaching thas this-wvas
a Thing neceffary to avoid that Defilement, that wonld
-wender them. difpleafing and undcceptable to God. (p.13.)

. D. It feems, the Queflion between us is a very
flippery Thing, that gots eafily our of Hand, and
indeed quite out of Sight. Inmy Sermon on this
Text I endeavour'd 1o fliew, that propofing! and -

-requiring as 8 religious Duty what God has not

opofed ab fuch nor required of us, the enjeinibg

.Terms of Communion which God has net enjoin-

. ed, and the impofing any. ‘Terms of Commpnion

. by penat San&ions; isteaching for Doitrines the Com-

« mandmems of Men. In Oppofition to which, you
" in your Vindication sflert, That to teach for Dotrines
- gbe Commandments of Men, is w0 move nov lfs, than to .
< deach that- That is .a diviwe Law or Ordinance, which
- 35 veally but aibaman ?pmm_m; W benMen fasher
. : 2 o thofe

rfon -
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 $hofe Pratices on God *abich Bave enly an buman O-
“#iginal, —————= That whnt our blefled Savivur means
by tedching for - Doftrines the Gommandments of Men,
15 fo teack that human Cufloms ave divine Laws. p. 5, 7.
In ‘my Defence, 1 endeavour'd’ to vindicate
*my own Senfe of this Text, and to refute yours.
- Your Senfe of my Petformanee may be conje&uor-
“ ed by 'this, that you-dre pleafed not only wholy te
overfook all my Arguments ; but .entirely to
*change the Quefticn, and to - put the Debate upon
anew Foor. -~ & s,
" How, I befcech you, came it the Matter for you
“to prove, that the Thing reproved by our Saviour
-awas not barély erjoining: thar innecent:Rite ok
t wéﬂfing Hands ;: when that. which was before af-
ferted by you, and fhould now be defended, was,
that ewbat our bicffcd Saviour meant, was their bely-
~ing Ged, adding'to bis Law, awd téaching that be bas
“comMndid what e bas ot commianded,. or furbielden
“ $Bad “whivh be Bas-mo-swbire forbidden, p, 7. ' Have
!\lr:iﬁ how.given ‘up-that Cafe.2 Dp you. acknow-
( Bedgs,  that'ybu hadepur the Controverfy upon a
wrong Iflue; and that your Pindication isindefen-
vfible ; that you Waue nothing to 1ay in'Prodf of
“thefe Affertions, Nothisg in Anfwer to my Argu-
s ments apainft them: s T
b Befides, yon know thit thisis what I.never op-
spofed. It wasrnot:babd Injunétions 5 bur Church-
& lijunétions, religious Injunttions; -and the.making
‘thete Injunétions. Terms of Communion. thse [
i fuppofed (o be condeirrved by eour blefled Saviour,
- and:to be teaching fox Dofrines  the. Cobrmandments
<of Men. So thatalb.yéur Raingisquite Coft ;. and
+ all your Reafoningia nieer trifling Impértinence.
' a¥outelus, tharthe Thing reprov’d by-autSaviour
¢ was the reachime, sthat #his was: a. Thing neceffary
< ba gooid thar Iflement, that . womld. rekder ‘them
R ) C difpleafing

’
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Adifpleafipg and unecceptable ts Ged'  Bur what I
:'{gy?f’tiis to the P‘;Prpoié ? How does rhis juftify
your- Vindication, that had raught fo very different

.2 Dofrine 2 Is it the fame Thing to teach, that
thisismeceffary as a Tradition of the Elders, to a-
waid that Defilemens ihat sweuld vender shem dfpleafing
t6God ; and.to teach that this ‘was a divineCommand ?

. And how does this s cquir the Charch of Englaxd
trom .the fame Charge here laid againft the Pla-

. gifees 2 Doh’tthey alfo-teach, that Conformity to
their . Inftirutions is meceffary to avoid that Defils~

. ment,. that' woxld.vender us difplesfing and unaccepta-
ble to God? And don't you your felf alfateach us
the fame. Thing ? What meaa thefe hidcous Out;
cries of damning Schifm, with which we.are ats
tacked from everv Quarter, for our Nonconformity
t@.the Church’y Infitturions 2 Is there no Defile-
ment ‘in Schifm, that senders Men difpleafing to
God ? How came we 3ll.to be excommunicated by
-your €anons 2 Will yoyr Ghureh, excopmun:case
Men for fuchThings ashave noDefilement in them,
that rendérs them difpleafing,to Ged 2 Don't you
‘your. fe}t reprefent us as guilcy of Rebellion.wbhich is

« -asthe Sin of Iotcheraft,? And_is there np Defile-
ment in. Rebellion and Wi cherafr, that renders
Men. difpleafing 1o God.? Be fo kind 3sro tell mg,
are we under any religious (Obligation to. obferve
_iyour Chusch’s ImpoGiuens, ernoc ?  ,  -{
- B - Primarily and of it felf the Law of .God .only
obliges - the ‘Confeience ; becasfe God only:has a.drc

. Power, ower the Confcience ;. buti mlcjidﬁical Laws in-
direttly and by Vertue of God's Law W hex thergfore

. inJucly Cafes awe obry the Conrmands of our Rulers. we
. don’t fo. properly obey them, as God. (p. 16.); When
. thefe Circumpflantials . ave onge. determined. &y Dunren
. Aisthority, thy ceafe %o be indifferem tq,&_uly'g&;,:;?o'
’ ‘ ' ¢ ’(’ .
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* D:  Well then, I hope:we thall hear no more _

- of thefeThings being indifférent,fimce you own that.
they ceafe 1o be indifferent to Subjells, when once they
dre determined by buméan Amtbority. Ate not all the
contefled Rites and Inflitutions of yeur Church,
determined by human Authority ! And therefore,
whitever they were originally in their own Na<
furé, do they not by this Cenclufion of yburs ceafe
26 be indifferent now they are determined ?'1 hope
you won’t prerend, thar they arc indifferent and -
not indifférent at the fame Time. ——— I hope al-
10 you will no longer pretend,that you placcsoRe-
Yigion -ini thefe ‘Things, fince you tell us, whes in
Juch Cafes tve obey 2be Commiands of owr Rumlirs; ws
dom't fo lﬁajmly o‘?%b&ﬂ ai God. - For "all. Religi-
i éonfifts in Nothing ¢lfe butObedience to him.
“*And to apply this ro the prefent Queftion. I _
thefe Things being deretmined by human Autho- |
rity, are become neceffary to Subjels, is there no~_
Decfilement in the Negle& of neceffary Daries,that
Willrendér vy difpleafing and unacceprable to God 2
¥f thefe Inflitations are to bé obfcrved in Obedi-
‘ence to 'God, is there no Dehilement in. Difobedi-
‘cricg fo God, thar ‘will render us difpleafing and
‘unagceptable to him? Thus you fee; that-all
your Pains updn this:8ubje& might have bedm well
fpared, unlefs your Realonings had been more to
ghe Purpdic == It would be buta miffing Mif-
‘pente of Timé, to take any Notice of your impcr-
tinent evading the: Polnt i Debaté ;- and your

arrfal thanging theQueffion:between vy, - . .
~_InaWord, 1arn which Way you will - or can,

~'this_Chrge will fiek -too tlefe ro be fhaken off,

WhateverCharch eojuin their own Inftrultions in
religious Affiirs opon ther Confeiences of Men,
- C are
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are by yourConceflions,chargeable (in the fameRe-
pe that the Phdrifees werc ) with teaching for Doce
txints the Gommandments of Men.  If it were fup,
. pofed, as was aflerted in your Pindication, thatthe
>harifecs Guily lay in teaching that buman Guflams:
divine haws * Don’t you your feif teach the
gt;c'l-‘hiqg % when yon tJl us, that yar ecclifiafli
cal Laws do obligy us indireflly, and by Vertue of
God'sLaw ; and quben in fuchGafes we obey ourRulers,
e don’t [0 praperly obey, them a5 God.  ‘They taughr,
(you fay) that their Obfervances wére a divine Com-
“mand. + You teach, that your Iaftiturdops muft
be abferved by Vertue of God’s Law ; and that it’s
eur Duty. to okey, and that iy Obedience to God || Now
Y entreat you to hew methe Difference between
aur Doltrine and theirs. They require their
Obfervances as Commands.of God. . Your require
yours in Obedicnce to God ; and confequently
becaufe God has commanded them. How can’
. they be obferved by Vertus of God's Law, if God’s
aw don’t require it ; or in other Waords, it God
don’t command it? Whether this Command be
dire@ or indire, it’s Nothing to the Purpofe,
as long as you require our Conformity .to your own,
Javentions, as much as the Pharifees did, in Obe-
dience to God ; and by Vertue of bis Law
Ific be fuppofed;” as you row afiert, that the
Pharifees Crime lay .in teaching, that this was 4 .
Thing neceffary to avoid that Defilement, whichwould
vender them. wunacceptable and difpleafing to God ;
Don’t you alfo teach the fame Thing, when you
‘tell us, that when once thefe Circumftantials aro
determin’d by human Authority, they ceafe tobe -
indifferenc 1o Subje@s ? That is, they become

o X7 hp 6 || Afpeal p. 11, -
. . . neceflary

~
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-neceflary Daries.  And I'm fure, its a Defilement
difpleafing to° God, to'negle@ neceflary Duties ;
unlefs our Obedience be indiffercnt and neceffary:
at the fame Time. : . .
It it be fuppofed, as youtell us in your al
p- 12. that the Pharifecsyenjoin'd their Ob&:\{g:cc
of thefe Things, without any Regard to buman Au-
therity inpofing or requiring t: Yet you your: felf
do in Effect (cach the fame Thing, when you tell
us,that we don’t fo 4#"5 obey ostrRulers in thefe Obfer~
wances, a5 God.  That is, that the required Obe-

_dicnee is properly to be performed, not to our
Rulers, but 1mmediately to God: or in other
Words, that we obey without Regard to buman
Autbority ; but properly with Regafd to God's
Authority, impofing or requiring our Obedierice ™
The very Thing you condemn in the Pharifees.
If this Imagination ef yours, which you fo firong-
1y affert without any Proof, or poffibility of Proof,
were therefore indeed the Cafe of the Pharifees,
I don't fee how it will help yob. T can’t under-
ftand what Difference you can poffibly make, be-
tween your Cafe and theirs; unlefs it be proved,
that it’s more innccent in it felfto impofe all
your Rites Ceremonies,and unfcriprural Inflitutions
upon the Confciences of Meb, than for the Phari.
{ees ro enjoin the wafhing of Hands before Meat. -
_ If you objeé againtt all this, that the Pharifees
eftecm’d it a moval Euil to omic the wathing -of
Hands, bzfore Mear ; [ would enguire, whether
you efteem it a morak Evil, or not, to refufe’ Sub-
je&ion to the Impofitions of the Church of Eng.
Liid t If to, if i: be Rebellion which is as the Sin of
Witcherspt, if it be Difobedience to God, to refufe

- §ubjeiton 1o thete Things:  The Sentence is yet
paflza from your own Mouth; and by your De-
creg the Cale is che fame. - Bur' it Rems~a mroval

- Evil
?

’d e o
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Zuil, we are under no moral Obligation to obferve
* your Injunions ; and arc guilty of no Sin in re~
jeéting them. Now try your Skil. Faften, if yeu
* ‘can, any Fault-upen the Pharifees in the Cafe before
us, that won’c by the fame Argument be charge-
.able upon an ghutcb in the World, that im
Jhuman :Impdgtiom in religious Affairs upon Men's
Confcience. h :

B. 'Is it wot undenably ¢videmt, that the Pharifees -
2angbt Pegple, that if they did not wab thelr Hands
before they eat, fome of the Filth mighp mix eith their
Foodyand go down inso their Heast or Soul, and
i2; and [o render them detefiable in the Sight of God.
The ?"Mb is,tbe Pharifces bad made a Keligion ewhich
onfifiedin 1heir own fuperflitious ons_and, Concéits,
Jff: wafbing Hand:,‘r'jz,l’m.%ﬁﬁh,pi Ta-
ties, Mark vii. 4. Yhofe buman Invemtiops were
taught for Doétrines, 1. e. divine Ordimawces. p. 14.

D. 1fhallnot fpend Time to make any Reflce-
tions upon your Anatemy, nor to compare it with-
your Divinity ~ You would perhaps not takeit kind-
’lf{n’ it I fhould enquire of you, what Paﬂ‘xgc you

d for the Food into the Heart, or what Part or
Nook of the Suwl the Phavifees fuppofed the
Food went into for Concoftion, when it went
down into the Heart or Sowl, and polluted ic. But
that which I'm to confider is, in what Refpe& the
Do&rine of the Pharifees was more fuperftitious
thaa the Doétrines of any Churchin the World,
that enjoin and impofe their own Impofitions upon
Men’s Confeiences inthe Worthip of God. What
is Saperflition, bur a religious Injun&ion or Obfer-
vange, that God has not co nmanded or required 2

_ Now lct this be apply’d to your Impofitions. g:;’
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“God recpired Obedience fo thefe, or Has he not-?
I yourtell us, he has required Obedience to them,
‘fhew.us the Stature, and we fubmit. - If he has not
required Obedience fo-them, they are fupra Statu-
tam ; andic-is Supdrftition to impofe'them upon our
" ‘Confciences. ! L
* ‘But the ‘Phuvifees ( you'fay) tanght thefe: buman
Tuventions for Dorines, -i e. divime Ordininces. - And
_pray don’t yow teach your human Inveations for
! ;Dnérm:‘too ? Don’t you teach us to obferve them
‘even'in-the Wotfhip of God ? Ard don’t you e-
ven teach, thatthey are dving Ordiwances, when
"you gequire our'Obfervance of them in Obediswce ‘10
.Gody and &y Vertue of bis Law ? '

_ B. Chrift never condernned the Ufe of innocest amd
Wriffferent Rites, when they awere not sanght as divine
. Ordinances. Nay tho® they in Amtbority did abufe their
Powie,binding beavy Buvibens and grievous to be born ;
et,faid be to his Difciples, the Scribes and Phavifees
it n Bofes’s “Chatr, all thevefore they bid you obferve,
“$has. obferve and do. Mlar. xxiii. 1,2. (p. 15)

D. Trt’s mofbcertain, that Chrift did forbid the
‘Ufe of this innocent and indifferent Rite of wath-
ing Hands before Meat, when it was enjoin’d as a
xeligious Duty ; tho*therebe not a 'Word in all
the Context fnor have'you pretended to bring the
“leaft Evidence but your own Affertion) ‘that they
taught this to be a divine Ordinance. 1t's plain
from the Texe: It's plain from the Words of che
Prophet, from wham our Saviour quored this
Text, that the barc’im%o??ng their own Infticari-
ons as religious Duties, the bare teaching their own
Precepts as religious Obfervances, was' the Thing
condemned by our - bieffed Saviour. ' Their Fear
towards me ( (ays the Propher) is taught by the Pre-

‘ - .cepts
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cepts- of Men, Ifa. xxix. 13. Thatis (fays afa-
n‘\f:;s ﬁrpoﬁtor-uwn the P?‘.lcé)' they. l&yfjb)p me,
nof in-fuch. a4 W ay and Mannér as I bave commanded;
and perferibed: but accopding to- their own. and
other Men's lpvenmtions. Not. a Word inghe*
Prophcr, not a. Word in the Evangelif, of any,
Pretence that thefe Things were divine Commands:
This is the meer chimerical. Imagination of Mg,
Beach, and the Authers he copics. from. It% true,
they thought it a Defilement,not to obferve the T'ra-
dition of the Elders ; and fo' docs every. Chuich
praltically declare, that enjoin their own religious
Appointments upon Men's Confciences. But how -
(I befeech you) does that prove, that they raught' .
thefc Precepts to be immediately- divine Ordinan=
ces ? - ‘ . o
Docs Clrift never condemn tbé Ufe of innocent and
indifferemt Rites, awben they, are not taught as diviné
Ordinances?” Yes, Sir, Chrilt ever.condemns the
Ufe of any Rites (how- indifferent foever) being
impefed. ~;?pﬁ‘Mén’s ,Confciénces, 'and made the
Matter of religious Worthip. Matth. xx.25, 26.
The Pritices of the-Gentiles exercife Dominton ;. and théy
that are grea, exercife Authority upos them.: but it
Jball not be fo with you. Matth. xz11 10.- Neither be
ye called Mafler, for one is your Mafier, even Chrife.
March. xxviu. 18, 20, A Power is glven to me in
Heaven and_in Earth-: ga ye therefore €Fc. teaching
them to_ obferve - all Things, whatfoever I have com-
manded you. Bom, xiv. 4, 10, 13,15, 21.. Wke
art thou that.judgeft amother Man'sServant ? , To bis own
Mafler ke  fandeth or falleth, But why doft thou
judge tby Brotker, or-evky doft.thou fet at nought- thy
Biotber 1 Let us not therefore judge one another any
more ; but judge this vather, that no Man put & fum-
bling Block, or Occafion to fally in bis Brother's - W ayt
But if thyBrother be. grie?deifb thy Meat,now walkeft
- . Fa

s

thow
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thiu not. charitably. Defiroy not bim with tby Meat,
for whom Chrift died It ¥s good meither to eat” Fiifb,
nor to drink Wine, or any Thing wherely thy Brotber
fPurblesh, or Us ‘offended, or is made weak ~ Gal. v.
1, 13, 13. Stand faff thevefore in the Liberty where-
aith Chriff bas made us free ; and be not entangled
again with the Yoke of Bondage. I would they were
.1 e off which troubleyon. For, Bretbren, ye bave
been called unto Liberty  Col ii 8. Beware leff ‘any
Alan [poil you through Philofophy and vain Deceit,
after the Tradition' of Men  after the Rudiments of the
orld ;. and wot aftér Chrif  Jam iv. 12 Tbere
is one Lastgiver, who is able to fave or dsfirey. W be
ayt thox that judgeft anotber? In thefe and many
other Places of Scripture, does our Lord deny ro
allthe Menin the World, any Authority to im‘pofe
upon Men's Confcicnces ; and condemnsall fuch
Impofitions, whatever Pretences to Indifferency
may be made by the Impofers. «

t’s true, our blefled ‘Saviour did require his
Difciples to hearken to the Scribes and Pharifees
Do@rine : but this.muft be underftood to imply
fuch Doérinc only, as wasagreeable to the Word
of God. For in the following Verfes, he farbids
his Diftiples to imirdte them ; and forbidsthemto |
call either thePharifees or anyMen elfeMafters ; (o
that ‘they were to obferve ‘what they bid them do,
with this Limitation, that they acknowledged mp
Mafler but Chbriff, verfc 10. And confequently
they were not atlowed to fubmir to zny of their
own Inventions, Dictates, or Injun&ions. - =

: . 1
"B. Confider the manfirous Confequences that néceffs-
“vily follow )Cur Po[iﬁoﬂ.lﬁ'bnf we {n?:“ not fubmit toqh
. moft innocent or indifferemt Rites when enjoin'd by law-
ful Authority. If this be allowed of, then there can be
w0 fuch Thing a3 Obedience to Ruters: The Scriptureis 1
o , very '

i
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wery full and exprefs in vequiving us to fobmir tothem
“that have thmtilc ovm, and obey themy: bur

wow tbire is no Room for this Submiffion, i we ewill
wot allow them to interpofe their Autbority, in fuch
Things as are indifferent and innacent. o

D. Here again yon have entircly changedthe -
Queftion between us ; and have therefore fpent a
great deal of Pains to no Purpofe.” The Queftion®
in Debate ts, Whether any Authority in theCharch
may impoft any hunran Inflitutions in God’s Wor-.
thip, and in rc_(i jous Affairs, upon the Confdien-
ces of Men ; anag whether we areunder any Obli-
gation to obey fuch Inftitutions, how innocent and
indifférent foever they may be in themfelves, ab<
firdi&ed from the Confideration of their religious

- Ufe, and human OQriginal ? - This is the State of
the Cafe between us, as it was particularly confis
dered in ‘the Sermon you oppofe.” And the Affir-
mative in this Queftion is what you ought now te
have proved, if you would fay any Thing to the
Purpofe : Bur it feems, you thought you could
harangue' more plaufibly upon another Subjeét.
And therefore rather chole ‘to lofe the Subjeét in

bate, than to lofe an Opporrunity of Infult and

" Triumph, Bur let us confider the Cafe in a _pro-

. per Light ; and fee whether any of thefe monftrous

Confequences that you fpeak of, will neceffarily

follow from my Pofition. ~ ' n
You muft' remember, that the Extent of out

Obedience either to nawra! or civil Rulers, in'Af-

fairs that are imder their Cognizance, is quite out of
the Queftion ; and therefore all the fine Flourith-
es in-your Appeal, ferve for no other Purpofie,
bur to fet off the Promptnefs of your fruictul In-
vention. And asto ecclefrsftical Rulers, ‘twould
not have been improper for you to have laid the

‘ : * Foundation

N
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Fnundadc')p. of your Infults, uporifome Pretence.of.

Proof, that there is fuch Authority by Heaven com- -

spirted. to them, as I amimpleadings For, as Mr..
Gpilljngaversp. obferves, Man canoot be obliged by.
Man, %ut to what either formally. or. virtually he
is obliged by- God; for, all juft Power is from
God: o - o
Yau charge it .as my Pofition, that we muft not:
fubmit te the: moft innocent and ;indifferent Rite
when enjoin’d by lawful Authority;; and if you,
had added, when the lawful Authority enjoinfuch.
Rite as a Part of theWorthip of God, make it a re--
Jigiqus. Duty,or. impofe it upon Men’s Confciences,
X own it to be my Pofition. For in fuch Cafe,
the lawfual Authority go beyond:their Power ; and:
invade the Prcroi tive of the great. Head and:
King of theCharch. TheirInjun&onsare not there-
fore tg be fubmitted, to, outof any Regard to. their

Authority impofing. them upon. us.. I have fid '

fomething to this already, that will (I thiok) help,
to:illuftrate and confirm this Pofition. Letusnow
fee. what Work it . will make, to invert this Propo-
fitionr ;" and aflert the contrary for Truth. .

.1 you contradiét what I delivered in mySermon,
and have endeavoured to defend, you muft affert;
"T'hat iv’s always our Duty to fubmit to thofe-Rites
and Toftitutions, thatare originally. and of them-
felves innocent_and indifferent, when they are.
~made religious Duties, brought into.the Worthip
of God, made Terms of, Communion, ; and impof-
ed- upon our Copfciences, by the lawful Authority
inthe Church, Is this Do&rine true, or is it not ?
I think you muft- acknowledze, that it's either
true or faife. If falfe, all human.. Inflicutions in
the Affuirs of Religion, all Church-Impofitions,
all Terms of Communion which Chrift has not
appoinied, mufk.fall to the Ground ; and the De-

. o . . bate
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tbate between you & meis:decided againft youFor
"how innocent and indifferent foever originally and
in themfelves, all your Hicrarchy, all theConttiru~
-tions andiInftitutions of your Church, and all your
"Rites -and Ceremonies of human -Invention, may
‘be imagined ; yet their being made religious Du-
‘ties, their being brought into.the Worfhip of God,
-and impofed upon our Confcicnces, expofe them
-as-much as any others, to be reje@ed, if we are
-not alwaysunder Bonds 'of Obedience to the Au-
‘thority that impofe fuch Things upon us. T muft
therefore neceffarily fuppofe, that you hold -this
‘De&rine for true. Your Caufe requires that you
fhould,and to:h yourBeoks are a meer impertinent
Evafion, if you do nothold it for T'ruth. “Let us
-then confider the Confequences, and fee which
Pofition affords thofe that are moft monftrous,yours
or mine. : : ‘
" The wetting our Fingers in Water, is certainly
-in it felf an innocent i&ion : How then . came.
‘the Church of Englaxd to fcruple and leave off the
‘Ufe of -Holy W ater, when they -entred the Church,
fince it ‘was required by the lawful Authority of
the Church of Rome 7 And fince Un&ion isa harm-
- lefs AQion, how comes it about that the Church of
England while it retains the Crofs 16 Bapti(m, has
“thrown out Chrifm ? The making. the Sign of the
- Grofs, 'you muft acknowledge in 1¢ felf an innoceat
A&ion :- Why then don’c you, as formerly, crofs
your felves upon alf Occafions, in Converfation as
wellas in Worfhip, and in one Part of Worthip -
as well as in apother 2 The bowing the Head, or
the Knee, is-in it felf an ionocent indifferent Rite :
‘What Reafowcan there. be to fcruple doing this
before the huageof aSaint, and before a Cracifix,
any mure ‘than toward the Altar 2 Thus you
fec how quick this Dorine will lead us to
o Rome,
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‘Rom. For you know that all thefe Things, sud

multitudes more of the like Nature, are required
. pyv the lawful Authority in that Church. And I

_am afraid that this' Do&rine will even carry us
. further than Rome, if we recéive it in all it’s ne-
‘ceffary Confequences. What can be in it felf more
innocent, than throwing a little Frankincenfe into
the Fire ? What then ail'd the Croud of Martyrs
in the heathen Perfecutions, to facrifice their Lives
to their own Obftinacy, rather than burn a littde
of this fragrant Gum in. an Jdel's Temple, vhen
commanded by the fupreme Authority in.the
State, and high Pricft in that Pagan Church ; and
even when they were allowed to ceferve the in-
ward Thought and View to themielves ?  And ic’s
more than an innocent Thing, to eat ViGuals
when hungry : What hurt then canit be to ear weil
drefled Food, when oneis hunﬁry,in an Mol's Tem»
ple, it it be required by lawful Authority ? And
et the Apoftie: Paul was fo fcrupulous, as to for-
{id it ; and racallit a partaking of the Table of De-
wils, 1.Cor. x, 21 ----What fay you tothefeThings 2
Do you fcruple any of them? Won't you obey
- the Authority that requires thefc innocent and in-
different Rites ! Why, there's o Room at all for
Your Submiffion to Authority, if you won't allow tkem
20 interpofe in fuch Things as ave indifferet and inno-
cint, as all thete Things are origin:lly apd is
themfelves. i '

But perhaps you would further limit this Rale .

- of our Obedience ; and tell us, that wé are only to
Tubmit to rhofe Rites and Inftirutions, that are in
all their Circumftances, afier their Empofition, im-
‘nocent and indifferent. But then youyour felt have

.. affured us,thar there can be nofuch Cafe ; and chac

&hc Impofi fon it felf takes away their Indifferency.

ou have taughs us, hat when once. thefe Gircsaan-
: fantials
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flantials aré determined by buman Antherity, they ceafe
%o be indifferent to Smbjeds ; that is, they become
neceffary Daties. And thérefose you mufd by chis
Rule, be bound to obferve all thefe Things I have
newly ention’d ; or at lealt they muft all be
thus bound, that live under Popith and
Government. O

Befides, for youto fay, that the Things in Da-
Bare between you and me are indocent and indif-
ferene after they are impofed, would be 3 bare-
faced begging the Queftion. The very Thing
you ogpbfcd, and what you oughtto have dif~
prov'd, was, that therc are no human Inftitutiens
in religious Worfhip, noe Impofitions upon Men’s
Confciences, innocent and indffercnt -after their
Impofition, How innocent avd indifferene foever
o:iginally and of themfelves. This waswhat I en-
deawoured to prove ;and it was yourBufinefs to-have
anfwered my Arguments: buc this you have ne-
ver attempted. It does not thercfore make a very
‘gded Appearance, for you Rew to take this for
. granted, without any Prodf. = .

Bur if you were alowed this Limitation, it won't
atall help your Cavfe. For who mutt be Judges;
whether thefe, religieus Injunétions are ifmocetft
and indifferent, in all their Circumftances, mfter.
they are impofed 2 Muft the Intpofers judge 1 If
fo, they'll be fure to judge in their ewn Favour.

' The Papifts themfejves will never - plead Guiky.
They".l decermine, that all their Inflicutions ark
innocent and 1ndifferent ; abd they thart live under
their ‘Govetnment muft norwith®tanding this Li- -

miration;, fubmit to them all. But if we muft =

judge for onrftlves, there are none of "em inno-
cent aad indifferent when once they are impofed ;-
and {o we arc not bovnd ro Obedicnce to any of
‘em, to.one rehigious Injunéticn inore than ano-

&) ther

1
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“ther. Here againl pmvoﬁc you totry your Skill ;
and fee if you can by any Art avoid *“"the mona

Lrrous Confequences that weceffaily follow your Pofition”

B. Your Glofs upontbis Text is ome of the wildeft
‘and moff extrarvagant Fancies that ever /was publifbed
in the World ; That an innocent and lawful Thing be-
comes wnlawful, when once it’s commanded by lawful
Autbority ; whes #¥’s fo far from that, that thes it

becomes a. Duty.  (p. 17.) <.
D. Well, then it ceafes to be indifferent as

. foon as it is commanded ; for it is not indifferent
whether Duty be perform’d or not. If it by this
Mecans becomes a Duty, then there muft be no
- Limitation to our Obedience 'in this Cafe. All
Thi?s that are indifferent in themfelves, lofe their

- Indifferency as foonas commanded. They become
a Duty ; aod muft be obferved as foon as requir-
ed and enjoin’d by the lawful Authority in the
- Church of Rome, or any where cife, as well as
“when, enjoin’d by the lawful Authority of the

Church of England. Buthow does this become a

Daty 2 Is it by Virtue of the Autherity that com-
mands it? If fo, it is the Duty ofall under the
gapal Government, to obey all their Injun&ions

cfore confidered.  For they are all innocent and
indifferent in themfelves ; are all commanded ; and
they have determin’d of em all, that they are in-
oocent. after their Injunétion. I hope you won't
pretend to that Authority in your Church, that
you will allow no where elfe. If you pretend to
found this Duty of Obedience upon God’s Autho-
ritv, that requires Subjeétion to Rulers, this al-

fo brings all the fame Confequences upon you. For -

this Do€trine is jult astrue ar theVatican,as at Lam-
beth ; and you are as.much bound tovobcy Autho-

Ly
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" rity at Rome, as.in England; as. 1 have obferv'd

-

before. i )

To fum up all in a Word: We muft allow
Submiffion to all ‘religious Injun&ions and Impofi-
tions upon Men’s Confciences of human Invention,
which the Impofers are pleafed to call innocent
and indifferent ; or we muft deny a Submiffionto
all fuch Injunctions. They are all ot 'em a Du-
ty, or none of em a Duty. There is no poffible
Medium. Diflinguifh here, if you can ; and fet
fuch Limitations to this Duty of ecclefiaftical Obe-
dience, in the Affairs of Religion and Confcience,
as won’t cither exempt us from any Obligation te .
Conformity to theChurch of Ewgland, or clfe oblige
all that live in Popifh Countries, to a Conformity
to the Church of Rome.

B. Well, fince you bavé concluded that the Serip-
tures don’t exprefly forbid faying Mafs, I wosld bave
you vub yosir Forebead once more ; and ¢’en fase us down,

‘that it's as lawful ‘to go to Mafs as to go to Church.

(p-33) .

D. How often have 1 told you, though I
acknox;bzggc there is the greateft Difference
in the Nature of the Things impofed,in the Church
of Rome, and in the Church of England, that I
could yet fee no Difference at all in the Authori-
ty to impofe them. But fince you flill infift up-
on this Point, let us confider the Cafe a little
ditin&ly. ‘

The Church of Rome hath (without any Scrip-
tare Pattern or Precept) appointed an Hierarchy,
confifting of .drch-Bifbops, Arch-Deacons, Prebenda-
vies, Reftors, Curates &c. which are alfo to be found -
in yourChurch. . TheChurch of Rome hathalfo ap-
pointed a Number ofCardinals Abbots,Movks,and in a

G2 i Word -
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Word a variety of Qrders,both regular and fecular,
which your Church hath reje¢ted. Now I would
enquire, what Authority thar Church ' hach toap-
point the fermer of thefe Orders, which fhe hath
not to appeint the latter, fince both are human
¥nitutions, withour any Foundation in Scripture.

" The Church of Zngland have fer up fpiritual Courts, - -

cosfifing of Laymen, fuch as Cbancelors, Commif-
faries, Profbors, Apparators, &c. with Power to
_ "infli@ pecuniarv and corporal Punifhments, upon
the Tranfareflors of their ecclefiaftical Laws.
‘The Church of Rome have fer up an Inquifition,
to infli® ‘corporal Punithment in like Cafes. I
| again enquire, whar Authority the Church of Eng-
land hath, for -the one of rhefe Courts, that the
Church of Rome hath not for the other? The

Church of England have a Prayer Bk of human .

-Ipvention,. which rhey ifapofe upon their People,
as the Medium ot Devotion, and a Term of Com-
sumion, Fhe Church of Rome alfo hath a Prayer-
'Baok of human Invendon, which they likewilc im~
pofe in the fame Manner. And, I entreat you to
tell ‘me, what Authority you have to impofe your
Litnrgy, which they have not to impofe theirs.
The Church of England yie the Sign of the Grofs
at Baptifin':  FheChurch of Reme ufe it in vari-
ous other Cafes. And have notthey the fame Au-
thority for their Ufe of the Sign ot the Crofs, as
you- have for yours? The Church of England
have 2 Book of Cawoms, by which you excommu-
nicare all Diffenters: The Church of Rome have
Books of Canons or Decvetals, by which they ex-
communicate all Hereticks. And han’c they the
fame Authority that you have, to excommunicate
all that reje& their unfcriptural’ Joftitutions ? I
mighe mention a great many other Inftances of
the fame Kind, tp exemplify the Cae, Bur do

o you
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you your felf think of what Inftance you pleafe;
and the fame Confequences will follow. . I am at
an utter Lofs what ‘Anfwer you can give to this, if
you wiil undertake to anfwer to the Purpofe. If
you fell me, that the popith Impofitions are in
themfelves fintul ; and are therefore to be rejeéd-
ed : Iallowit to be true. But what' Anfwer will
you. give to fuch an Exception againft your Im-
pofiiions, if it thould happen to be made ¥ What
- Aofwer can you give ro the Objction that is
conftantly made, that all thefe Impofitions npon
Men’s Confciences are always in themfelves ﬁn}:; ;
that the Church of Rome mayn’t likewife make in
Vindication of theirs 2 You efteem yours agreea-
ble o the Scripture, and they cfteem theyrs fo:
And whoever confciencioufly fcruples cither the one
.or the ather,are of a contrary Opinion. = There can
be therefore no dernier Refore in this Cafe, no
Decifion, but Gbsrch. Autbority, which I think muft
be acknowledged equal both in Reme and in
Englavd, which wasthe Thing ro be proved. ——
"Ina Word, there can'be no Reafon given for
_ your ‘monopolizing_this Church-Authority to your
. felves. And theretore you muft approve of 1t in
Rotne, as-well asin England ; or acknowledge that
both are obliged to leave thofe Things ndiffe-
rent, which- Chrift has left fo. And why is it not
fo done ? :

. B. H'ben you ask, why they did not leave tFofe
Things indifferent, you may as well ask, why they took
any Care about the IF o (bip of God 1 And el y they did
not leave every Man to kis Fancy and wild Emour
(p-19:) -

D. Won't this Arsument found as well from
the Mouth of a Fapift, as a Proteftant 2 ks there
_ not
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" not as much Occafion to take Care of the Worthip
of God in Rome, as an England ? Arc Men
any more to be left to their Fancies and wild Hu-
mours, in the onc than the other Church ?  Bue
how wifling is this Pretence, wherever it is made ?
1f they leave every Thing indifferent, which Chrift
has lefc indifferent, there will be the fame Care
taken abour the Worthip of God, which our blef-
fedLo:d 1imfelf has taken ; and is not that fufficient
Care ot the Worthip of God ? They will in this
Cafe leave no Man more to his Fancy and wild
Humour, than Chrift himfelf has done.  Confider
therefore where this Impatation will terminate,

B. 1will alfo askyow the [ame Queflion. Suppofe
" I fbould turn Differter again, and have a Mind to
join <with you : Wby will you not leave thofe Things
ndifferent, which Chyift bas left indifferemt 1 Wby will

" dyou impofe upon me thofe Terms of Communion, which
Chrift bas not impofed ¥ - W'hy will you- oblige me to
veceive the Sacrament at Noon, in leavened Bread, at
the Hands of a Layman, wben you allow Chrift never
appointed thefe Things 2 Wby will you impofe wpon
me a Prayer of your own Invention, when a well di-
gefled Form that I am acquainted with before band
i to me much better and wmorve edifying 2 Why
will you oblige me to_pull off my Hat at the Lord's
Table, when Chrif allows us & friendly Familiarity
with him at kis Tuble, and never commanded Men to'
put off their Flats 1 And why mufl I cmform to many
other Ceremonies, Which God bas left indifferent ? - An-
Swer tkis Queftion boneflly ; and you will anfwer your
own <with the fame Breath. (p.19) .
D. T have told you before, that it’s impoTible
to perform any religious Duty, without the necef-
fary and natural Circumftances,that belong to ajl
' . o our
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_our A&ionis; and upon which they depend. . Now
it can be no Impofition upon Men’s Confciences,
no Inafringement of their Freedom and Liberty,
_ to perform the Duties, which God has required of
us, fome Way or other ; nor to determine .which
of thofe neceffary Circumftances are moft agrecable
to the Solemnity of the Duty, or the Sraté of our
Churches. Thus much we are obliged to, by the
Precept which enjoins the Duty upon us; and by
the very Law otp Nature, which is the Law of
God. And whatever, more than this, you can find
enjoin’d in our Churches, I freely give up to you.
For I acknowledge that Impofitionsare at leaft as
bad among us, as among you. :
_ Thefe Things being premifed, let your Inftances

be confidered.” You demand why I oblige you to
receive the Sacrament at Noon, in leaven’d Bread,
at the Hands of a Layman ? To which Ianfwer
as before, that Chrift has required us to- obfetve
this Ordinance ; but hasnot determin'd whether at

Noon oratNight,whetherin leaven’d or unleaven'd
Bread, whether it fhall be handed about, afrer
Ceonfecraton, by the Minifter or fome other. And
it’s abfolutely neceflary, that in each of thefe Cafes
it be dome fome Way or other; and here #if- .
domn is profitable to dire.” But if you fcruple this
Method of partaking of the Ordinance; and can-
find a fufficient Number tojoin with you, I will .
adminifter it to you-at Evening, in unleaven'd
Bread ; and carry about the Elements with. mv .
own Hands afier the Confecrarion, rather than
wound your Confcience. And what can you de-
fire more ? o

But you demand again, 7 by will you impofe upon.
me a Prayer of your own Invention &c 2 I anfwer,

I think conceived Prayers grounded on divine Infli-
tution ; and crave the Liberry of afting in this im-

portant
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porcant Daty accerdisig to my own Conitience.
And is this impofing upon you ? Then you are
impofed upon by every one that don’t think as yon
think, and pra@ice as you pra&ice. - Befides, this
is agrecable to your own Pradlice, i making
a Prayer of your own before Sermon, -alfowed you
tell us) by your Gamms. (p. 41.) Whether you
aré allowed this Liberty, I thall not "divert at
‘Esefcnt to difpute (confult you famous Bewnet's
ceatifc of the Foynt Ufe of Prayer, who is fully in
the Negative) but fuppofing it, I argue, How then
are you impoied upon by owe performing that Du-
"ty agreeabic to yowr owm Optuion and Pratbice ;un-
lefs we will alfo perform it in all the Mcthods
that you are pleafed to invent und require ?} — But
. you.{ay, & well invented Form is to you mich better,
and more edifying. You are then welcome to ufk
fuch. a. Form, and a& according to your evn Per-
fuafion ; and may yet be treated by us as Brethren
in all Refpes. How trifling is your Pretence of
Impofition in this Cafe, on our Part ?
You further demmand, #7hy will you oblige me 20
pull off my Hat at the Lord’s Table 7 Lanfwer, I

dont know, that ever .auny Body was obliged to

-this, or ever necded any orher Obligation, than
the natural Laws of Dsterey ; and the exprefs De-

- clararien of the Apoftie, thatas Man- ought notto . |

dover his Head in publick Worfhip, 1 Cor. xi. 7.

© Teis, I coufefs, Matter of Surprife to me, that
ou can fo much as pretend to find among us a
arallel tg your Impofitions: when there are to

m:ny human Inventions impofed upon Men's Con-

fciences in your Chuarch, which vou can't pretend

to be narural and neceflary Circumftances ; not

founded on divine Inftirution, as all thofe Things -

are (according to our beft' J.dgment of Thing:)
which you except againft: And jer we are de-
: clared
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. ta m.ike upq 0 1r,‘ frar 1" lt News copcci;mn
“any ‘Ththov that'I am ac:;uam*cd with, . I ‘muﬁ

fuppofe it o refer to the lateMinifter at Neaw. Town, .
_betore h: was en! tght;icd and brov ght into ghé

®
..

v
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trayy toall Prhczla of Church-Communion, as any

* Brethren will fand by you in the Conceflion you
-have made.

‘the moft cclebrated Defenders of your Church ?

" gians, Indcpendants, Baptifts, Latherans, and Cal.
" vinifts are allowed to come to your Con;mgnim 2

g0 2% Reafonablenefs
‘beft conftituted Church in the World ; or elfe it

muft be fufpiciousNews,that wants Confirmation.

" As1o any good Chriftians communicating in-
differently with your Church & with us, with the
ows to Day, and with the etber to Morrow, which
you fay he may do ; Iask, may he do it byAutho-

- rity of your Canons ! which forbid Schifmaticks

ﬂae Communion of your Church, and fome thar I
ope arc goodChriftians hear thatChara&er,in your
Canons. ‘Or may he do it with Approbation of

Have they:not loudly condemaed fuch a Pratice,
compar'd it to Adultery ; and pronounc'd it as con-

Thing poffibly can be 2 * 1 doubt, very few of your

But I would enquire, Upom whas Terms Prefbytes

Canthey have their Children baptized in your
Church, without the ferupled Inflitutions of Sure-
ties and the Sign of the Crofs 2 Can they be ad-

* shicted to the ’s Table, and be allowed the ‘

Pofture that their Coniciences tell them it’s their
Duty toufe ? Can they be abated one Ragg of !

& Ceremiany, for the Sake of their Confciences, |

" or fot the Peace of the Church 2 Or may an
. of thefe be allowed to be Members of the Churc

~ of England, without a compleat Cenformity to

& emdin. i

* * Thefe are the Words of Dr. Sherlock, in his |
Refolution of that Cale, Whetber it be low-
ful bo commiinicate with 160 difiintt wnd [eparate
Cosg,

- every



i ing them, you would do well to clear it up to

S beﬂMﬂ_ﬁﬂm’t]. TR
every of your Injunétions, how unfcriptoral and

unreafonable focver they may appear to them 2
It feems we are.greatly obliged to the Church of’
England, that they will allow us to be the Boat,
and they theBank ; that they’ll allow usto approve -
and fubmit to all theirInftitutions,whether we think
them Right or Wrong. o .

Thus 1 have (I think) faid enough te clear
the Point in Debate ; and given a fufficient An-
fwer to all that you have faid in your Appeal, tho*
I haye not particolarly confidered fome * Thin

there offered, which do not fo immediately a&g )

the prefent"Comroverf{; AndI am now readyto
attend upon what you have further to offer ; and
thall only premife, that if we are bound to Obg-
dience to thefe religious' Injunétions, by Vertue of
the fupreme Gl Authority’s enjoining or eftablifli-

us,
what Eftablithment we are here in this tr;

‘ “bound to fubmit to, The Church of Scotland 1s
as much cftablifhed as the Church of Ewgland ;

~and by the fame Authorit{i;. and that ‘
ment as much' extends to this Country as thé o<

ther ; and confequently the . Preshyterians in, this

- ‘Céuntry aét as agreeable to the Determination of .

our Rulery, "as -you do. - If fuch Determination

* binds our Confciences here, you are bound in Con-

fcience to be a Presbyterian, as well as- an*Epifry-
palian ¢+As for the Authority of yowr Ghwreb (1o

. fpcak in Mr. Chillingworth’s ~Language) Tiu:m;s
E:twemu '

no common Principle agreed sipon
therefore from that you are-not to - difpyte againft -
us : - We might prefy you with our Judgment as ,
well and-as juftly as you do us -with your’s" ceme
Can any Bifhop of your Chureh claim :Authority
over any_ in this Country but free Confenters 2 - Oc
can any Command of his be of Force to oblig;
) Ha fuch

hat Eftablith< -

\
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fuch Minifters as. hgve: neyer-takew the Oath. of
(‘gnongcal. Ohed;cngc ? What Human Lawisour
for-uty tb’ yolir Ch.uvch a Brcac’h of ? ‘Can
wc 8 fqn(g todilobey lawful Authority . jii, refu-
fi @g,ynun .ercm;zxcﬁr wll:lcn tbcy \&:rlc ndct'er en-
om f.us ? Japter expoftulated (Anng
l 93 “Whay's ‘Al n‘::;; © 1gach Geuntics as this
wher live, apd; ¢lle jn };Tn argl, " that
km\;aots.no Bifhgp..they have (and th%l ”fc;c&zd
nepg) "nox do(h ang coips aod: command them O-
bidxgppg" Mot we be. chrxftcn:d, Aochurch’d
and. dagmed,. for,ngt . ;%ym zeh we- have |

L noqc 10, obq, nor pong ap, qallt P pur Obcdi.

.‘ - tq ',v.‘ I. N
\‘a)
B C}pp e quw 1 7 Charg of lei Wor-
uﬂ;m?’;f a;j‘f: with Dr. ‘t;
.m sp r!o and fpend famg Pages ta o Bbaf -
’Wlﬁ i3 tbat %cﬂng ;vbn%. is fo %M uposs
.tbﬁ}dl Mug tfl)d myf:{mtt, Let us be
:rya(,bx 4m «um iih -
po gc, m byt w bag is omldnf
P” #wyml& 9 Cr‘d) t tbn it ke, 4u. cay Thing
to 'qiudmagtbc» nyet I think it Wﬂk tb
45! mﬁw the Full 1}
lg. oy /qnnbg ;llWor nm "
&, aolie ‘fim« ough.pot, tafe not. handle nory
e 1yt s, Ayt bl i3, ol folers A5 of
W iy .E%ED.; qbap,]qr,mawe the Bajy . nd Blosd
of 4be Sonof God ; doni? hear 4. Chapter b - of she A-
posrxgpha. den'y, fubmsit 4o the Bilbopy, the’. they be
G s Minifers, anf the King§ 100, (p-32, 2 ag)

D Yoa aquw that JA-Worfbip.is thae \ or-_
fhip; whicly. is fo foanded.. A0 the \%xll of
Wsel, vs then. cmﬁder, whtther yon havc
noW ¥p bot:whes ie. foalded ,ugpn "'the.. Wdl
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of. God; -and whether there be no Will-Worfbip
among.you, in the Apoftles Senfe of Will-W orbi
- i8 that’ fetond Chapter to' the Glgffiams. = ©
I hiefore obfervidto you in my Defence, thae
theimpofing of Meats, Drinks, and boly Days were,
-ififtanced il the  16th Verle of that Chaprer;. Z,- .
lyntary. Hugsilisy- in the 18th ; The Rudiments of ¢ .
World' and buman Ordinauces jnthe. 20ch ;. forbf'g:
ding 1 touch,. tafle, or Fandle,in the 218t ; all the
Commandments of Menin the. 22d Verfe; as be-
ing a Shew of Wifdomy in WP ill-WW orfpip, Verfez3.
But ir feems this touched you too neariy, toadmia
an An{wer ; and you have taken the fafef Courfe, *
not- to fay a Word about it.  Bur pray, Sir, allow. .
me tq canfider the Cafe. Have you no koly Dagy,
of human Appointment in ypur Church 7 Have.. -
. you.no . Uluntary, Eumility; for Inftance, in yaur,
. making Kinecling ac the Lord's Supper a neceffary _
"Term of Communion, whichk Chrift never appoint-
ed; but gaye-us a. comgrary Example, when he
himfelf inflituted and celebrated that holy "Ordi-,
nance.? Havg you no ?mmﬂ Ordinances’? Don’t
* you your felf acknow|edge, that all your Rites and’
Ceremonjes are meerly odhuman Original 2 Don’s.
your Church forbid to touch tafte or handle, when
lhe appeints nincty five Days ot Fafting or. Abfi-
nence every Year 2 Have you no: Gommagdments.
. ?‘ Men, when your Canong enjoin upon us the Ob.
fervagion of all ‘thefe Things, upon Pain ot Ex-.
' communication 2 I can'timagine how thefe Things.
were Will-Waybip among the Coloffians '; and nar
I{/ il]-¥ osfbip ameng you. Pray, Sir, be pleafed 0.
fhew us any- Differcoce between their Cafe and
yours, if you poffibly can. Shew us how the.
Nature of thefe T'hings came to be changed, when
. impofed by you, from what it was when they were-.
impofed npon them. L v ..
\ . Buar

9.
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* Butit feeras we are the Perfons chargeable with ™
Will Wobip, becaufe we fay Touch net, tafle mot,
bandle not ; when we refufe Subjeion to your In-

_ fliradons. I think what is faid above makes it e-
-vident, that your Impofitions arc according to the
‘Determination of the ‘Apoftle in the Text under
Confideration, all of them Will-Worbip. - And if |
your Arguings be juft, it is a juft Conc ufion, thae
s Will-Worfbip to refufe Will-Wojbip. But be- <
fore this Conclufion be taken for granted,you
fhouid prove one of ' thefe three Thlnil; cither
that Will- Worbip is lawful in your C wrch ; or

* that what was Will-Worfbip among the Coloffians,
is not fo among you ; or elfc that the Impofition
Will-Worbip by ~ ecclefiaftical Rulers takes a-
way the Evil ofir; and makes it a Duty. One
of ‘thefe threc Things muft be proved ; or clfe
all your fine Reafonings muft fall to the Ground, -

"B. The Gimeof the old Will-Worfhippers Jay-< *
#n teaching that that was lawful in # felfs wbich ve-
wlly was lawfal ; that fome Things were [inful, which
Gid bad no where forbidden, which is mamifefly yous
Cife. (p29.) . PR

D. I have alrcady fhewn, that it confifted al-
fo in all Sorts of human Inventions and Impofiri-
ons in the Affairs of Religion and Confcience.
Bur fuppofe yours to be a full Account of the Mat-
ter, how (I pray yon) is it manifettly our Cafe 2
I cannot take vour Word for it, that God has no °

“where forbidden a ‘Subje&ion to fuch Inflitutions’
* .and Impofitions as yours are, God has required us
- 10 fland faft in the Liberty wherewith Chvift bas made
. us fre€'; .and nct to be entangled again in a_ Yoke of
Bondage, Gal. v. 1. Nt to be brought under the Pocwes
of any,even inThings in themfelves latwful, 1 Cot.vi 12.

h-xid

4




i Nonmnﬁr;my 85

. Not to give Place by SubjeBliom, w0 not for an

Hour, to thofe that wmll fpy out our Liberty, and
bring us into Bondage, Gal. ii. 4, 5. He has rea

'~ quiredus to acknowlc;lgc 10 Mafler but Cbriff,Matth.

xxiii, 8. as I have fhewed you before,” Sothat -
whatever Charges you are pleafed to lay againft
us, we are acquitted by a higher Judge. :
But fuppofe we are weak §m y in thefe de~
bated Points, and make wrong Jnferences from
Scripture and the Nature of Things; This I muft
ncknow]edse poffible ; for we are but fallibleMen
How fhould we then be treated by you, if this be
the Cafe; or-which is all one, if you imagine
thisto be the Caf¢ ? The Apoftle anfwers this
Queftion particularly. Take beed (fays he) lefi by
amy Means, this Liberty of yours prove a Stumbling-
Block to them that are weak. Throwgh thy Know-
ledge (ballthy weak Brotber Perifb, for whom Chbriff
dyed ¥ “When ye [0 fin againft the Bretbven and wound
sbeir aveak Confciences, ye fin againfp Chrif, 1 Cor. -
vill. 9, 11, 12. Him that is weak in the I'z/dtb, re-
ctive yow ; but not to doubtful Difputations. Who
art thou that judgeft anotber Man's Servant, to bis oiwp
be fandeth or _falleth. For Meats defiroy not
the Werk of God. Al Things indeed ave pure ; but
#'s  Ewvil for that Man who eateth with Offence. Rom.

. xiv. "1, 4, 20.

Nay let us further \fuppofe, that we are in a .
Miflake in our corfciencious Scruples of thofe -
Things, that are in them{elves innocent and indiffe-

" rent, & no where forbidden in Scripture: YetThis

is a Miftake which we fincerely profeis we cannot
help. And will Chrift rejeét us or our Services,
for fuch a Miftake ? No, we may expe& .more
Mercy from him in this Cafe, than we can find
from you. It's certain, they who fecrupled eating
of Meat in ‘the Apoftles Times, were caufelefly

. ‘ = fcrupulous

- N
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 ferupualous, by the Apoftles own Decifion 8¢ the
Calc. And yer d¢f fuch ah one the ‘Apdftie tells
s, God bath vrectived him. He Yball'be boldeh 4p ;
for God is able to inake bim ﬁmu’l He isone fo¥ whom
Chriff dyeds Rom.. xiv." 3, 4, 15." " Mt corismenideth
us not #o God ; for neitber If we "tat “are te'the better,
neither if e eat wt ave wi the Worfe: “Whence
Jie concluded, that be would eat o Mead ebile thé
World flandeth, rither -than make bis ' Brotber “to of-
Ferd. 1" Cor. viii. §,°13. '‘What then bécomes of
all your fine Flourifles in this Cafe ? “Whafe De-
tree mult'Rand in this Caufe, Go‘afs"or; your's'? ’
To fom up all in'a’ Word. The_ grear Defigh
of the Chriftian Inflitution is, to bring us to'Cha-
.rity, Kindnefs, Compaffion, and Bencvolence t0-
- 'wards one another, s well as @ Devodoh rowacds
' God; and Dependance upon' him. Thel® Things
are acmrcling{;f infifted upon by the. Author-of out
'Rel_i'gion, ‘they are repeatedly incuicated and “en-
forced by thie moft folemn Motives, as b'gihg ablo-
lutely neceffary to our’ flanding “before out Judgs
in'Peace, in the Day of his Appearing afid-King- . -
*. ‘dom. "Whence it neccflarily follows, thar all
thofe Fmpofitions upon Men’s Coufciencés, which
tend to embitter their Minds one agaiaft anothef,
to efifnare thém to profefs or pragtite contrary o
their Opinion, to cut them off from che “ Bleatures
or Advantages of Society, to injure their Eftates,”
. hure their ‘Reputations, or render- their Livas
(g{unfnlor uneafy, muft be tepugnant to our holy
eligion, (which confiftsin Love.” 70§, Peacer Long-
[uffering, Genslenefs, Goodnefs, Faith, Mecknefs, and
Temperance, Gal. v. 2., 23.) whatever Preten-
.ces, and wharever Apologies may be -made for
thefe Things. - And fince théfc are the neééffary
“ Conféquences of the Impoficion of your unferip-
tural Hicrarchy, with'all your Rites atid” Ceremo-
. . nicy

\
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mies oF humdn Triverion; 8f orir fpirimal Courtr;
and yotir Estommunicafidd ‘b all that differ trom
you in thefe Things. 1 “hullcbriclade viich Mr.

N Addifon - Sure when' T Tke! foch deeadiul ‘Contk-

i

P

¢4 quences #iftng from a Pfinciple, E wduld “be
¢ as fally- éonvincelt of the Troth ofit, dt of a
¢ mathematicitDemonftta tion;before I would ven-
% tare to a€t upon it, or fiwke it a Part of ity Ré.
f‘ Hgion".’ [ - '1 S A “"‘ s LT BRI ]

B T30 gl itk Jou, B35 & ek Pick bf

Im erﬂm’ztg; o taik fo' muib dbouit the fpifituat Coutts
¥ England, 4y e fovd: mdre dboms them (.95 )

As to us in this Connitry, te bave nothing-ro dowith
‘Chancellors \6%- ©(Vind! p. lz;;,j TR S
. D. But, Sit, I hoge ffiey that Tive'in Ve riese
Vitw of thefe Fcclefiattical ‘Coutrs, “may " precerid
1o know foimethtog about *dm, apd ralk’ 6F “ein

" ‘withoue belnlr thirg'd w itildipet inence. Nowthey

eell us g “'lghc"G ithbigy and Proceedings of thefe
-Courts 'aré‘raqdémnagﬁ d?%aiim. R féms"iaéi-
‘fore a lirtlé flirprizing, that pothing is dond, eithée .
_to regulaté thetn, or put.a Srop 16 theéir exorbjtac
. Power. ~ The ‘High: Chudch:Patly cotmpainy, that
< Crareh Difeiglim isieft in” it Hafidd of Lay-Chant
€etlors, which otght to be'mianap’d by the Clrgy.
o the Senfs oEihe bt with regard. o 10
‘Marter, i3 ekprefled in rhe fotowing Wo-dé of

., Bifhop Barnst, in the Cohclufioh of the Alifiry f

is own Life'and Thmbs. %Ay for the Eichfiapirdt
: Furifdibtin (fays he) jt "hak been the Butthen &f
my Life, to’ fee’ how- it was ddiiniftred. ' Our
Courts are manag’d urder the Rulesofthe Canon-
Law, dilatory and expenfive : and ‘as their Confilu-
tion is bad; o the Bufinefs i«fmall ; and theretore
~all potlibic Contrivances arc ufed 1o make the mof?

\ oot
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- of thofe Caufcs that come before them'; fo that
they arc amiverfally DREADED and HATED. God

~ grant, that a Time may come, in- which that no-
' %le Defign, fonear being perfe&ed in King Ed-
ward VI Days, of the Reformatio Legum ecclefiafti-
- carura, may berevivid and cflablith’d ! ™ -—-Take
another Teflimony from a Writer of your own

. Church, ina g})ok call’d;'Y“:'e CP'bmb': Wib for
#be reflori ifcipline con age 271, 272+
he hlals":’l'lgcg Paﬂ';'gea; ‘4‘he ﬁ’.\borginare Officers
- in our Courts do at grcﬁ:nt, as all the World fee,
but % manage the Power of the Church, convert-
ing it chiefly to their own Advantage, with litle or no
Regard totheEnds of Religion ; infomuch thatthe Striff -
pefs of Difcipline 1s Mw‘g abased ; the Exercife of that
which is,iscorrupted ; theProceeding againffOffenders
artial and dilatory ; and if any Pemasces are en-
join’d, “tis with almoft no Refped# to true Repentamce,
nor is much Confideration of #bat had in Relaxation

" of Cenfures. So manyg$sbterfuges and Evafions are

alfo found in almoft every Cafe, that. the

Rules of Difcipline fcldom take place,” wmeme I
.hope you'll admit your own Witnefles to fpeak in
- this Cafe, who can’t but be fufficiently inform‘d. -
.. And as to us of this Country, if the Church of
"Engldbd eyer comes to be an Eftablithment here,
“ae muft know more. about thefe fpiritual Courts
to ourCoft ; and find fomething to do with Chancel-

" . lors &c. and feel all the Hardthips of thefe Impo-
fitions I complain of. I would therefore expoftu-
- late with thofe thar are fo fond of a Change ; and
require of them, why they are infuch Hafte to
put their Necks into the Yoke 2 Since we have
ail the Subftantials of divine Worthip that is found
in the Church of England, without trlcfe burthen-
fome Encumbrances; why are they fo carneft o
. bring

.
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bring & Yoke apon the Neck of the Difiphes, that nei-
ther our Fathers nor we were able to bear ?_

‘B. You maj entertain what Scraples yot pleafe ;'
and yet the Doors of cur Chwrch are cpe; tppmfeive

yow, and all the Diffenters in the Nation. Her Avms

are firetched out to embracéyom all. (p.19.)

D. True; If notwithftanding our Scruples, and”
againft the Diftates of our Confciences, we will
conform to every Tittle of your Injunétions; bue
not otherwife. Will you, can you “abate for the

Sake of our Scruples, any of thefc Rites, that you'

your felves own to be: indifferent and of human
Original ?  Will you allow any of our Congre-
gations to belong to, and be Parts of your Church,
- if we will comply (your felves being Judges) with
every Thing, that Chrift has made neceflary tor
the Communion -of Saints, either in chis or the
eternal World 2 Is there any Remedy for us ;
but that we muft cither Sin againft our Confci-
ences ; and condemn our felves n the Things we ‘al-
lw ; or forfake z;oqr Church ? And yer you
your felves own, that the ‘Things for which this
. Neceffity is brought upon “us, are indiffcrent and
unneceflary, ds I obferv'd before. -

B. Yow wik not admit us to your Communion, un’
Ufs we will fubmis to your Way of Worbip and
Difcipline. Nor can we admit you, unlefs yow [ubmit
to our Way. (p.97) .

D. We will admit you to our Communion,whe-
ther you. fubmit or no, t6 any Thing which we
don't think eflentially neceffary to be fubmitted to,
and which we don’t think to be enjoin’d as necef-

. fary, by our grest Lawgiver himfclf, For In- .
' Iz . fance,
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fance, if yqu think jr yaur Duty ‘o Kneck at the
Lord’s Supper,there’sagpe of our Churches would
refufe you cur Communion, (if otherwife qualifi-
ed) wich the Libzcty .of your owr Pollure: But

- wecan have no fuch Liberty with yeu. " This is

oyr fpicial Guievance, thai yoq impofe thofg
nings upon our Confgicnces, which 3re nat nes -
ceflary ih your own Opinion ; and whichare fin-
 tel in ours - Only. 1ake off the ¥oke cthat you *
yaur, felves.acknowledge to be not neceffary ; and
there will be no mqee Complaiat. :

Joet 31l unferipural jmpoﬁtiow and fuperfti-
tious Prefumprions be difcharged ons of your
éhurch, and fecif we, don’t readily embrace its.

ommunion. We.claim but the Liberty, where-
with Chrift hay madq us free : snd this we have
- g Right 10 infit upow, but you have ne Right .ta
deprive us of. Hear your own Mafter Glilling-
worth, whof: Glefs upan my Text, I hope, you
wilknot pronounce a. wild and extravagamk Fancy,
a§ you have done mine. “Our Saviour ( fays
¢ he ¥ ) tells the Scribes and Pharifees, That in.
*¢ ain they wobipped God, teaching for Deftrimes
“ Men’s Commandments, .&c. = Certginly, that
% which St Ayflin. complaine of, as the general
4% Fault of Chriftians of 4is Time; way perallel ta
““ this : Tammultis Prefumptionibus fic plena funt
¥¢ . ommia, All Thiogs ar all Places, are fo tull of f>
% many Prefumptions, awd ibefe exafled with fuch
g Severity, nay with Tyranny, that be. was more fe-
“ verely cenfured, who in the Fime of bis OcTaVES
¢ toucked the Earth with bis naked Feet, than be
*“. awhich drowmed and buried bis Seul in Drink ; Cer-
¥ tainly, ifchis be not to teach for Dollrimes Men's

: * ‘Eelig- of Pror. Ghap, Ill;l.geéi. 47,“
R B R s Command. '
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¢ @ommaydments, | know not what is. And there-
< fore thefe fuperftitious Chriftians might be faid ro
- awoybip God i wain, as well as the Scribe¢ahd
¢ Pharifces. And yet great Varicty of Superfiiti=. -
& ons of this kind, were then already fpread aver
¢ the Church, being different “in. divers Places.
66 emem T'hefe ace the Thingy of which he ( Ses
. ¢ Auflip) prefently favs afteqy The Church of God
¢ placed betwesn Chbaff and Tares, tolerates many:
¢ Things. Which was direitly. againft the Com—
¢ mand of the Holy Spirit, given by St. Paul, 7o .
¢ fand faft in that Libevty wherewith Chriff bath made
$¢ Lex free, and wot to [uffer bev [elf ta be browght im
¢ Bondage to thefe Ser vile Burdens. i
. Thus | have confidered- all that immadiately
affe@s the Caufe between you apd me in the ces
neral Debate ; and muft refer- it to our Readers;
‘whether I han't a jufter Occafion than you bad,
of your triumphant Conclufion. Thus I bave an
bundantly prov'd, that she Foundetion of your Vindis
cation and Appeal, is & groft Miftake ; and thevefera
all that you bave built spon it muft necelfarily fnk
awith i. 1t it be as | think I have made it appear
to be, an unjuflifiable Thiog, to impofe any. hus
mane Infliturions in religious Affairs,and in the
Worfhip of God upon Men’s Confciences, .then
~the Impofjtion of ail your Rites and Ceremonics
ypon our Confcienges, 1s unjuttifiable, whether oue
particular Exceptions againit them are well ground-.
ed or not. That I think, whatever can be faid
in Favour of them is already anfwered, in thar
they are all proved to be unwarrantable Impofiti-
ons. . I fhall however wait upen you further ; and
confider whar you have 1o fay againft our, parii-
cular Bxceptions.  But having been thus large in
the Confideration of Impofitious in' general, 1 fhall
be more brief in confrdcring the particular Cafes.

-

b 4
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“B. X comie mow to your particular Coarges. 1.%em
[y, fimted and impofed Liturgies, are tcaching
for Do&rines the Commandments of Mep ; ond
sbat becaufe the Scripture bas not inspofed nor preforib-
edany; andfay you, is net this a good Reafon 2 I
anfuwery mo by no Means. For then your extemporary
Prayer; are teaching for Doétrines the Command-
ments of Men ; for the Scvipture mo where impofes or
perferibes shofe extemporary Prayers, you impofe wpom
your. Comgregation.  (p- 33.)

- D. 'Thave offered a Varicty of Arguments in
my Defence, by which I endeavoured paricularly
and largly to prove, that the Impofirion of the
Prayer Book in the Church of England, is teaching for
Doltrines the Commandmenis of Men. But you iavg
tho’; (it feems) that the cafieft and fafeft Way of
anfwering that- Book, is to take no Notice of the
Arguments there advanced. I fhall cherefore re-
“fer my Reader thither for Sitisfadtion ; and but
briefly remark a few Thingsupon what is now of-
fered. ' And :

1. The lawfulnefs of ufing Forms of Prayer
comes not into the prefent Queftion. For (as I
- had obferv’d in the Sermon you are pleafed to op-
pofe) it is not the QueRion, whether any Forms of
Prayer are lawful, this is on all Hands acknow-
ledged. Forms may be very ufetul to fuch igne-
rant Perfons, as know not how to Pray without .
.+ them ; And we make no Doubt but thofe-of your
Opinion may be accepted of God, in a feriousand
" devout Performance of the Daty of Prayer by a
Form. Let fuch therefore have the full Liberty
of following their own Inclinarions and devout At--
fections, thar cither thro® Ignorance want, or that
by the Prejudice of Educarion or any other Means
have the Leﬁ Opinion of, thefe ( cither real or

" / _ imaginary)
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imaginary) Helps to Devosion. ' But then, we.
would not. haveé thofe - Things impofed upon us, -
that don’t want them, nor fird them Helpsto our
Devotion. We would not by them be deprived of
improving the Gift of Prayer which God has given
-us; nor be forced to ufe Cruiches, when we have
the frec Ufe of our Limbs.- This you know to be
the Cafe; and 'therefore all the path:tick Excla- -
mations, all the vehement Expoftulations in, your
Appeal, about condemning all the, Chriftians in the
World, ace altogether impertinent, and unworthy
of particular Notice, ' o
he Queflion between you and meis, whethee
the impoﬁniiany Forms of Prayer upon the Cons
fciences of Men, in the ftated and conftant Wor-
fhip of God ; and making them neceflary Terms
of Communion ; and whether the impofing your
Prayer-Book in particular in that Manner, be moe
teacbing for Doftrines the Gommandments of Men 1
This being the Cafe in Debate. I fhall Endeavour
fo prove = . . K
2. That fuch Impofitionsof any Forms of hu<
man Inventiod, in the fated and conftant publick
Worthip of God ; and that fuch Impofition of the
Common Prayer-Book, is teaching for Doltrines the
Commandments of Men. And then fhall take fome
Notice of your Obje@ions. -
I had before obferv’d to you, that'the Impofiri-
on of thefe Forms was cither by the Command-
“ment of God, or the Commandment of Men. Ifthe
former, fhew us the Precept. by which God has
commanded it ; and we fubmir.” If the latcer, the
Cafe is determined, and there needs no Difpute: It
concerns you Sir, to anfwer this Argument one
Way or the other ; and not to evade ir.. Here
are Forms of Prayer impofed by your Church,
They are taught for Dotrines in your Church,
. . . ia
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in the fame Senfe that the wafhing of Handy'wis
by the Pharifees, in the debared Text ; and thefs

" Doétrines are the Commandments of ‘God, or the

Cotnmandment s of Men. " Now fpeak pldinly, whicht
are they'? I you will anfwes diteétly, I am much
miftaken if you dont'contradi@ all you bave faif
ih both ‘your Books: If you aflume the formér of
thefe ; and tell us, this i3 \fegdir'c‘d by ‘he Com-
mands of God, you at once_deftroy all&{odif copi-
ous Reafons upon the indifferency of thefe Things ;
and upon your placing o Religion in therm, ‘which
is the Foundation of your whole Suwicture: If
you. affume the Jatter ;” and allow, that ¢hele. are
the Commandmenisof Men, you give s, theQueftion,

. yau teach for DoBbrines the Commandvients of  Mem;

: i kmow no Way of adire@ Anfwer o this Argu:
ment, but to allow one of rthefe two Thiggs with
their Confequences to be true ; ‘or to6 ‘prove that
thefe Forms are enjoin’d, neither by the Commands
of God'or Man, which is' the height of Abfurdis
1y. ;.. : RS o

= B. I anfwer thatthen your éxtemporacy Pray<
ers ]&rc teaching for Do@rines the Commandments
of Men. S

. D. Well, were this fuppofed; what follatwsFrom
it? Can't you be chargeable with a Faulr,l pray
~ beciuie your Neighbour is guilty of the fame 3
&F the Accufatiou be never fo juft, flill the Atgu-
inent retains it's Force ; = dnd the Adfiwer 1. but
an Evafion, thdr wou!d Bé as pertinently drged in
Faviur of the Mafs Book, as of your Prayer Book.
A Rirran Cathelick tculd with the fame Propriety,
aggwes cuy Arpumeng againft their Mafi- Beok in
the fam: Manner.” And ifthis Reroriion be true
in your Mouth, it would be troe in.thelrs. If it

AN
.

defend
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defend the Common-Prayer-Book, it would with.
equal Force defend their whale Liturgy, wereit
ten Times fobad as itis.. So that notwithftand-.
ing all you have faid of can fay, the Argument
retains its full Force ; and Mark vii. 7. doescon-
demn this Part of your Impofitions. . - :
- But Jet us confider the Cafe alittle ; atid fea
whether this Anfwer ben’ as ‘unjuft, as it is im-
pertinent, e You your felf will allow, that we
arec_commanded to pray in the publick Worfhip
of God, to pray with all Prayer and Supplication in
the Spirit :, that weare particularly dire@ed asto
the Manner of performing this Duty. And you
myft allow, that there is no Precept, no Warrant,
no Example in the whole Bible, for Forms of Pray-

er, of meerly human Compofure, to be ufed, much

Iefs to be impofed, in the publick Worfhip of God.
Wkhence Iargue, thatthe Command to pray, does
either require us_to pray with or .withodt impofed
Forms of humanCompofure ; or elfe leaves it to our

. Chaice, to do in that Cafe, as we think beft. If

- with fuch Forms, fhew me either Precept or’

Example in the whole Bible to: warrant it ; snd
X fobmit. But if no fuch Thing can be found, it
muft be without fuch Forms: ¢r elfe it muft be
left to our own Choice, to aét in that Affair aswe.
think beft. If you afflume the la't £ of thefe, K
epquire ; To whofe Choice is this lett 2 Who ara
10 a& in it as they think beft, the Impofers or che
Body . of the People ? If the former, then we are
“bound tothe Ufe of the Mafs- Book in popifh Coun=
‘tries, as well as to the Prayer-Book in” England 2
"And every Liturgy in the %orld, let ic be never
“fo corrupt and never fo idplatrous, muft be comal
ply’d with.  But if the Pcople arcto chufe, then
every Body has full Liberty in this Cafe by divine’
Appointment ; and eught to be left ar full Liberty,
' K 7 withoue
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without any Church Cenfure, without any Incens
-venience to his religious or civil Rights, without
, any unkind Treatment ; or any Injury to his civil
or facred Communion, to his Hohours, Reputati-
6n, or any other valuable Interefls- whatfoever.
Which is the Thing I coatend for. I think it
falls nothing fhort of mathematical Demonftra~
tion, that the:Seripture by enjoining the Duty of
Prayer in the publick Worfhip of God, does rex
guire us cjther to pray without a Form of human
Compofure, orleaveit to every ohe’s Liberty, to
4& in that Affair as we think beft. It cannot fub-
je&t usto all the: Caprices, Irreligion, or Idolatry
of every Pérfon or Socicty, that will compofe for
us, or impoft upon us, what Forms they pleafe.
* Now take whichSide of theQueftion you pleafe ;
and it- equally makes againft you. 1If the Scrip-
ture requires us to pray without-Forms of human
Compofure, the Cafe is decided, there’s no more to
befud. If theScripture leaves this Matter to every
one’s Choice, to a&t as he thinks beft, Why do
you contradi@®' the Scripture- Inflitution 2 Wh;
“don’t you leave itas the Scripture haslefeit ? ke
s in vain for you to pretend, that # is juf fo s

4 émr Cburch as I fay it fbowld be, as long as your
Chu:

Church-Canons ffand in Force and excommunicate
s all upon this Account ; and fo long as we are
deny'd all - Ng;tn;berﬂxip in your Church ; and
thafe of our Profcflion in England all Priviteges
in the State, for our fcrupling thofe Impofitions.
" But thathis Affaic may be yer iet ma clearér
Light,let us confider in whatManner we are dire&ed
o perform theDury of Prayer inScripture ; and fee
Whether thefe Dire€tions are ‘compatible with irit-
pofcd Fors of human Compofure.
* We are direted, Eph. vi. 18. t0 pray with a2
“Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, Now will your
' - Prayer-

~
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Prayer-Book, or can any Form whatfoever, fup
‘mqwi(h Matcer of Prayer for the various’Exi l:xt

ces, Occafions and Circumfances of Life, which

we are called to? It’s plain, they cannot; aad
therefore it’s tobe prefumed they were not defigned
tobe the Methods of performing thisDuty ; which
ought to be accommodated to all the Circamftan-
ces of a holy Providence towards us. To cxem-
plify this :* we have lately had terrible Difplays of
the divine Difpleafure, by fearful Sights in the
'Heavens, accompany’d with a terrible Earthquake :
and our People are generally ftupid, and incon-
" fiderate of thefe Prognofticks of our Lord’s Ap-
pearing. How fhall we bumble ourfelves under the
mighty Hand of God ? How fhall' we give. him
the Glory of our Prefervation ? How fhall we
fupplicate a due Impreflion of thefe divine Terrors
upon our People ? Will the Prayer- Book fupply
us in this Cafe ? It’s plain, it will oot ; nor in.a-
ny other uncommon. Exigence or Change of Pro-
vidence. g
"~ We are taught,Rom. viii. 16. Likewife the Sirit
alfs belpeth our Infirmities, for we know mot what we
Jbould pray for as we ought &c. Bur how can this
" be true, that we know not what we fhould pray
" fcg, if we pray by a Form ; and arc always ac-
quainted with the Matter of onr Prayers? You
pretend indeed, that what the Spirit belps Man..to,.
is not tke Words of Prayer; but fuch Groanings that
cannot be uttered. But the Text affures us, that he
helps in the Matter of Prayer, as well as the o-

ther ; andit’s in vain here to difpute againft the -

Lerter of the Text.

In aWord, we that ufe conceived Prayers in
God’s publick Worfhip, . have at leaft this Advan-
tage of you. 'Wehave Scripturc-Patterns and Ex-
amples to warrant_our Condu@, We have the

, " K2 Examples
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* Examples of the whole Chyrch under the legal
‘Difpenfation.  We have the Examples of Chrifk
- himfelf and his Apoftles. . And you are not capa-
" ble'to bring one Example from Scripture, of one .
Form of human Compofition, being made the
* Mater of conftant publick Worthip ; or one Di-
- reétién to the Church, to compofe or sfe, much
_ lefs to impofe, any Form of Prayer for the con-
flant publick Worfhip of God. We fhall there-
- fore think our felves fafe in our Conduét, not-
withftanding any Pretences of greater Reverence
and Decency, or greater AffeCtion and Devoti-
- on,in the Ufe 6f Forms than without them, -fince
we” have not only our own Experience to plead
sgainft all fuch-Pretences; but all the laftances
of publick Prayer im the whole Bible, to vouch
for us. 'Let fuch therefore, that complain of the
. Indecency and want cf Affe@ion in the Ute of con-
ccived Prayers, confider where this Charge will
terminate ; and whether they don’t equally fix
this Charge upon all the holy Men of God, whofe
Prayers_are recorded in the Bible, asupon us,

- B. Iobferv'd in my Letter, that God bimfelf bad
appointed Forms of Prayer. A Form for a Gty in
Cafe of an uncertain Murther committed near it,
Deut. xxi. 7. Forms for all the People to be ufed at
#he Temple, Deut. xxvi. 5, 6, 7. S Verfe 13, 14.
(p._4o) . o

D. Thefe Proofs you alledge, are fo impepti-

- nent, and the Anfwer to 'em in my Deferce fo
particalar, that the Cafe may be fafely lefr asit is,

', o the Cenfure of the Reader. Let him but read
the Texts, and judge between us, whether they at

all affc@ the prefent' Controverfy, whether
they ar all relate to the conftant and ftared publick

‘\ . , . Worthip
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Worthip of God. —— But were it allow’d, that
God himfelf had appointed Forms of Prayer, by
what Argument dogs it appear, that becaufe God
has done fo, you may dofo?' How docs this juf-
tify the compofing and impofing Forms of human
Invention 2

B. Clyift bas preferibed a Form for Chriffians ; and
" commanded us,when we pray,to [ay,0urFather& (1bid)

D. What is that, or any other fuch Pretence,

to your Prayer-Book ?  How do you prove,

~ becaufe Chrift had Authoriry to prefcribe a Form
ot Prayer, that therefore you have the fame Au-
thority ? ~If we may ufe a Form of Chrift's com-
pofing, muft we therefore ufconc of your com-
- pofing 2 Was the Lord’s Prayer a Form of human
Invention, impofed upon the People ? which isthe

* only Cafe now debated To what purpofe then
is frurged in thisCafe ? I fhall only add,that paffing

. by the Evidence rhat the Lord’s Prayer was not
?ivcn for 'a Form bur a Pattern of Prayer, both
rom the different Reprefentation of that Prayer in
Mapthew and Luke, (whereby it appears true o
Demonftration, thar ir was not defign’d for an ex-
aét ftated Form,for conftant neceflary Ufe ; er ¢lfe -
that there were two Forms prefcribed and enjoin’d
by our blefled Saviour) as alfo from the Bractice’
of the 4pofles, who did not ufeit in their conftant
publick Worthip ; and therefore did nor under-
Rand it as aForm prefcribed for fuchUfe : Paffing-
this by (I fay) irmighc be proper to enquire of
you, if Chrift did preferibe this for a Form, why

" don't the Church of England ufe it 2 It's Certain
they never do.  What they pretend to ufe as fuch,
doth not agree with the Form cither in Matthew
or Luke; in ncither of whom do we find thar Pe-

li(ion, .
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ition, Firgive us our Trefpaffes as we forgive them
#bat trefpafs againft us.

B.  When the Age of Miracles yeturns again, I will

gladly quit a Lisurgy 1o join in infpired Prayers. (p.41.)

D. Thereis no need of miraculous Gifts, to
perform the Duty of Prayer acceptably to God,
and profitably to our fclves. Every Minifter of
the Gofpel, that is qualified to compofe Sermons
for the People, is qualified to compofe Prayers for
himfelf and them ; and is as much concerned in
the latter, as in the former Cafe; to adapt themto

- the Occafion. ,

B. W ben Miracles ceafed, the Church of Chbrif} ufed
fated Forms &c ; .and fo bas the Church of England
. ever fince the Reformation, --— wuntil fome Jefuis in
Difguife fet up the extempore W ay, on Purpofe to draw
~away the Peple ; and make 4 Schifm in the Cburch.

D. ' Pierce ( in his Anfwer fo Nichols) Robinfon
{in his An{wer to Bennet) and other of our learned
. Writers have fully prov’d, that there were no Li.
turgies or fer Forms ufed, much lefs impofed, in
their publick ftatedPrayers in the primitive Church
for feveral Ages. Youwould do wellto read thofe
Authors, before you ar¢ too pofitive in a Cafe
of this Kind. . o
. As to your romantick Story of the ZFefwits in
Ditguife, be pleafedto produce your- Authority ;
and be pleafed alfo,when yon tellthe Story of Gum-
mins & Heath, toadd the famous Exploits of Gara-
gantua, equally credible, and founded upon as good
Autbority. But before you doeither ot them, you
would do well to read Dr, Gllinges’s Anfwer to
Dr. Scots’s Cafc of Forms of Prayer, where rhat
oL ol - Legend
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Legénd isfetin a proper ahd clear Light, and the
moft palpable Marks -of Folly as well as Forgery
difcover'd upon it. Or'you may confalt #Witbers's
Anfwer to Agate, where only two Cireumfances
of this-wondesful Tale arée mentien’d, which quite
thake the Credibility - of ir, and make it appeac
with a truly romantick Air. S
B. Yourfecond Chavge againft sbe Chuvch iy, thas
they have taken a great Part of the Prayer Book, yéa
the whole Method and Form of it, out of the popifh .
Liturgy. (p- 42.) . How foolifb, bow ridiculous is it,
#v apgue againft the Uffe of this or that good Thing or
Prayer, becaufe the Papifis ufe #t! As'if #t was &
Crime to bold ary D bing tn common with them. (P. 45.)

D. 'We cannot think the Common Prayer-Bosk
a godd ‘Thing ‘as impofed -upon us for our conftant
ublick Worthip, cither as to its Form, -which-
1s fo'very confufed and immethodical; or astoits
Mattet,which is not only very defeive, but con-
rains fo ‘many Things juftly -cxe¢eprionable. And
X think the ‘World hds feen, thatit has not prov'd
4 yvery good Thing in it’s Confequences ; and in
the fud Confufion it has occafioned in our Nation.
But'then we dan’r-argué acainft it becaufe the
Papifts have ufed it ; but Becaufe it hid no other
Eoundayion bt gapql Ufe. We can't think very
well of a Proteftant Church’s going to Romé to
Tearn to pray. This can be excmplified in no
Proteftanr Church'but yours'; and we fee no Rea-
fon 'why it fhodld be fo in yours.: It's a hard
Lafe,  when theré is'o Smith in Ifrael, but we are
fo‘fcc(j’d to 'go’ to the Philiflines to fharpen our
oads. ) Co : .
*" 'You give us your Word without any Proof, of
3 Litargy conftantly-uftd for publick Worthip, in
‘ Chmyfoffon’s
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Coryfofioms’s Times.- Byt T can’t take your Word.

- in this Cafe; becaufe 1 think the contrary can.

be made moft eyident, as_ you may fce by reiding.
the Authors I. but now direéted youto. And §

have no prefent Difpofition to*weary my feif or .

ypu, by rynning into the Wilds of ~Antiqui-
ty in this Purfuit, fince the Argument is fo lirde,
affe@ed by it. As to all the pretended Lisurgies
of the primitive Church, they - have been abup-
dantly proved by learned Mento be fpurious and.
of later Date. . | . _ '

- B.. Your third Charge is, the Tautologics inthe,
-Gommem Prayer, ov Repetitions, aveteaching for Doce
trines the Commandments of Men. And you [ay, sve,
ufe the fame Words twenty Tinies. To this I anfwer-

* ed, when the People [ay. swpemsy, Times, We befeech
thee to hear us good Liord, i is in the Conchuffon of
. twemty differens Prayers. (p. 46.) oo

D. Before I diftinély confider what you here’
offer, it will be proper to ftate the Cafc. between
ns; and to obferve, that I bhave no.where con-
demned all Repetitions in Prayer, or at all blamed
the occafional Rciteration of the fame Thing by,

. adevout Soul enflamed with ardent AffeQion, e-
fpecially in_private Devorions.. " Yet I_can’t bug
shiok, that the Argument retains ita'ﬁill Force
againft your Ljturgy notwithftanding this Congef:
fion, . Partly, becaufe there can Ee no . Seca-
rity, that the. whole Affembly fhall always.be fa=
vour’d with fuch a Degree of devour Affe@ion,

- every Timethe Litany is ufed, as fhall make fuch
Repetitions a reafonable Service ; and partly, be-
caufe there is no warmth of Affe&ion or Degree
of Devotiun, that canmake it a reafonable Service,

~ . torepcat oncPetition fo often as yours arc répeated ;
! ' o nor

e
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.nor aré thefe nomerouws Repovitions at ‘all calcu-
Jated to raife either our Affcftions or Devotien ; -
but to take off the Edge of both, Hy keeping the
Mind fo conflantly intent to the very fame T :
withoug any Varfation. -~ = - .
You,t¢ll us, that when you répdar the fimePe-
tition cwenty Times, it'sin the Conchufidn of twen-
vy different Prayers. But the fame Anfwer may
with equal Juftice begiven to u;g Charge of vain
Repetitions, thde cun- ly imagined. I¢
. may be alledged, that they are alf diffesent Pray-
" ers, upea.tlrs fame Grounds. The State of tht
Cafe is this : 'In one continued Service, the People
by Way of R efponfe muft fay, Goed Lord delicd us,
eight Times ; and; }e befewch thew 96 benw #3 Food
- Lovd, one ahd twenty Times fucceffively, wirthoat
faying any Thing elfe. It’s troe, that there arc a9
many thort Perxions offered by the Minifter, to
which thefe Refponfes are made ; but.it’s alfo ds
true, that if all thefe Petitions were ufed by the
Minifler in one continued™ Prayer, and good Zord
deliver sus; or e befeech shes to bear us good Lovd; dnée
- pronounced by the People, (if they muff bear ‘a’
vocat Part in your Prayers) it would be full asper-
tinent 3 and I think, much more Devour. : And
what Reafon can poffibly be given, why they muft
&e thus often repeated ? ' may add, th this famfe
continucd Sarvice begins with cighe difin@ Repe- -
titions of thefe Words,Flave Meroy wpon ws - mifevable -
Sinners,. berween the Minifter and PPeople, withoit
any other Petition intervening ; or any Thirg
glfe to diverfify this Addrefs, but the bare namiy
the glorious God in his feveral perfonal Relations.
And the fame Service ends with the' Repetition of
thefeWords, Have Mercy upow ur; fevert Times,
and Hear us,four Times ; tho’ the tormer had been
repeated eight Timc"& and che Jatter above t;eney
S0 k. . imes

T ———— -
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Times before, in the fame cominued Prayer.
-‘That there is no lefs than Forty eight Repetitions,
“in one fhort Prayer. And to all this I may fub-
join, that befides the feveral Inftances of the like
ind in the Liturgy, you. alwaysufe what you
.call the Lord's Prayer (tho® as obferv’d before, it
s anew Form of your own making) feveral Times
in the fame Service ; and upon. fome Occafions fix
.Timesin one Affembly ; and when this happens,
there are fifty four Repetitions ufed in the fame
Time of publick Worfhip. And how in all this

-you can cfcape the Imputation of vain Repetitions,
-t concerns you to inform us. ' .

. Our bleffed Lord forbids us to ufe vain Repetiti-
‘ons as the Heathen do; for they think they /ball be
-beard for their much Speaking. And I demand a-
ﬁain of you, what is this much fpeaking of the
fame Thing for ? Isit that you may be heard of |
.God 'on Accoynt of it, or is it meerly trifling ?
If the former, they are vain Repetitions by the Sen-
.tence of Chrift himfelf. If the latter, we have
no Caufe to be fond of your Service. As for your
»Pretence -of exciting People’s Devotion by this
Means, the fame Pretence may be always made,
for_ the moft vain Repetitions in the World: It
might be madé by the Priclsof Baal;_and itis
*.aQually made by the Papifts, whom your Church
_condemns for vaim Repetitims. But it is imperti-
-nently made by all ; for to what,I befeech you, can
.it excite our Devotion, to fay the fame Thing o-
“ver and over fo very often, unlefs to make us de-
.voutly -expe@ to be heard for our much fpeaking

- the fame Thing ?-

B , You do as much riflet on the Holy Glop, as
on the. Church ; -for ‘in the 136th Plalm the fame
Words are repeated 26 or 27 Times,  (p 46-1)J I
o e L . Is
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D. Ts there no Difference between Praying and -
Singing 2 Are they not,feveral Parts of publick .
‘Worfhip ? And can it be thought jult arguing,
that becaufe we may ufe Repetitions in finging,
therefore we may ufe Repetitions in- Prayer, as
frequent, and in the fame Manner 2 That becaufe
it's proper t6 have a Burden to- a Song (asis the .
Cafe of the 136th Pfalm) that therefore it's proper
to havea Bardenio a Prayértoo? . . ’

B. Very finé, then according 1o you #'s mo Matter
“ bow many Tautologies or Repetitions are wfed, if
they ave but fung. - We may cvy, as thePapifti, a dbole
Hour together, O Jefu, Jefo, Jefu, and- all is well,
i wedo bus fing it. (p.47) .

D. Well, but won't the Repéthions in the 136th

- Pfalm, atleaft as well juflify the Papift’s Repetisions
in ﬁnginé, as your fo numerous Repetitions in pray-
ing ? How can if 'be urged with more Propricty
for yon than for-them ? Pray, Sir, fhew mé the

- Difference. They have at leaft this Advantage -
of you, that they imitate the Pfaimiff in making a
Song of their Repetitions, which you.do nor, un-
lefs in your Cathedral-Worfhip. As for your

~ Charge of their crying Fefit, Fofu, an Hour toge-

ther, it is unjuft ; butr were it trué, what Reafon - -

can be given for forty eight (if not fifty four) Re- -
- petitions, in the fame Service ; that won’t jultify
cver fo many-more ? o R
But the worft of it is, that your Inftance of
the 138th-Pfalm don’t come up to your Cafe. For
there is no Prayer at allinthat Palm. Ifitbe -
- allowed 'you, that fome of the Plalms are properly .
Prayers ; yet that Pfalm isnot. Nor can you find
any Example of fuch numerous Repetitions-in any
Prayers in the Bible, cither in the Pfalter or any
" L : where

N-
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wheee tlfe. 8o thac the whole of yoor' Argunient
gan amount to no more than this, that ufe
David did ufe many Repetitions in making a Barden
1 40 @ facred Song, which was not 8 Prayer ;
therefore yon ymay. gfe many mere Repetitions
thas Be did in your Prayers ; and impofc thcm
-upon us as neceflocy Terms of Commusion.’

U B Whenycs fing Bfal, V. My King, my God,
to thee do I pray. Do you then pray, or do you

b oma Y defuer direily, and mfeno Evafion. .

- D.. What isthis.te the Purpofe 2. When.we
Sing Blat.cxxxvi whege thofe Repetitions are ufed,
we do not pray ; afd sherefore your. urging chis

. isbue a meer Evafion. It’s no Inftance at all of
fuch numerious Repeditions in Prayer, whith iscthe

+Thing compldin'd of ; and which you can neweér

yofify. L | .
.. B. % achuowlehige, Coriff made the [ams Spoech
Abrew Thmes in the Ganden ;- and vepeated the fams
W ords ewvice_in.onz Breath on' the Ovfs, My God,
- My God, avd that i’ Praycr. (p.49) -

- - D. Thatis, Chrat prayed three Times in one

~ “Nigtit to the fame Parpole, with confiderable in-
-gervals between thole Times of Prayer; and ufed
the Name of Godgwicein his Prayer on rhe Crofs.
But what follows from hence 2 What"s the Con-

"clufion of thefe Premiies ? Put this Argument

“irito a :Syllegifin ; and fee if you can ‘bring our the

Conclufion, therefore The Church of England docs |

well in ufing the fame Perition above twenty Times
fucceflively ; and in ufing forty cight Repetitions
in one fhort Prayer, . -
v . Lo B Wk,

LI
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- B WA, if we may ever depend upon youv Word,
gou will-give up your Canfe, if we can Sew Scriptuve
Examples, for ufiug the fame Petition twice in the
Jame Prayer : and what shink you of Datiiel's Prayer,
Daxn. ix. 17. Qour God hear the Prayerofthy
- 8ervant, ver 18. O my Qodinclihethinc*Eauré
hear, ver 19. OLord hear, O Lord forgive, @
Locd hearken. (p. 49.) : S

D. Pray, Sir, where have I'given you any fuch
Word ? Have I ever faid any Thing like it ?
It feems you had now forgot thefalemn I[mpreffi-
ons you began wih, that you muft aceount for
every injurious Bxpreffion. If I have faid any
fuch Thing as yeu charge upon me, pray dire@
me where to find the Paffage; butif the Charge
have oo Foundation of Truth, but is wholly youe
‘ own lnvention, a Retra&ation is due both to the
-, World and ro me. But tho’ I never faid or tho't
any Thing like what you infinuate ; yet Idid and
.dothink, that D aniel’s Fervour.of Afc&ion, break~
ing forth in the fame Petition three orfour Times ™
in onc Prayer, won't juftify your impofing fucha
great Number of Repetitions upon all thaF you 3d-
" mit to your Communien, whether theyhave any
foch Fervour of Affcétion, to lead them injo Raps-
* ¢itions, or mot. - : .
I fhall conclude this Head, by earneftly requefi-
ing you to tell us plainly what vain Repetitions are,
.that it may be fairly put to the Tryal, whéther
the Repetitions we comtplainaf, will agree with-youe
Definition of vain Repetitions, or not 3 and whether
- - .yeu can find any Criterion by which thefe Repetitions
. can be diftinguifhed from ‘thofe among the Papifts,
which your Church calis vain Repetitions. -~ -

" B. Thefourth Gharge isy thas the Courch of fling‘i-
oo . : an
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Jand offers the bigheft Indignity to the Oracles of God,
by omitting to’ sead a great Part of them, in: Order to
smake W ay for fuch fabulous Gmpofures as ave in thé

Apocrypha. Now womld not a Stranger, from this «
arge conclude, that the Diffenters in this Conntry

a greater Regard for the boly Bible than Church-
Men, by veading more of it at their Mertings than we
do at Church?  And yet it's notorious that bere in New-
England, not omein ten, if one in fifly, ever read &
Chapter in the Houfe of God. (p. 51) -

* D. Ihavenot a Word to fay ig Favour of the
negle@ting that Part of publick Worfhip, "whofo-
ever are chargeable with the Omiffion of fuch a

lain and poft:ive Inflitution of God. Qur publick
rEormula's all require- it ;. and they that live in .
the Omiffion of it, are only accountable for their
Conduét. . ~ -

B. Al the New-Teftament, é:éapt theRevelations,
is vead in tbe Cliwrch m Cowrfe three Times every Year.
(ibid) .. ‘

. D. Iwould gladly know the-Rgafon why the
Revelation is not read. Is it becaufe our blefled |
Lord JefusChrift has pronounced concerning that
Book, Blffed is be that veadeth, and they that beay !
-the W ovds of this Propbecy. Rev. i 3. - .

B. [Inthe Old Trflament there ave 929 Chapters,
of which the bigger Part by far are vead, in  Cosrfi
every Year. (ibad) - \

D Both thefe Paragraphs are only true where
publick Prayers are daily attended, which is com-
aratively but in few- Places, either in England or
m thisCountry, Where daily pub'ick Prayers are
o . , artended,
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atténded, they are obferved inftead of Family.’
" Prayer. ~ And therefore the Comparifon here
- fhould be, who read moft of the Bible, the Charch
of Eygland in their daily publick Prayers, or our
People in their daily Family-Prayers ; and then
I'm fure the Comparifon would not turn out to oug
Difadvantage. Bur the Difficalty Rill remaing,
'Why are the othier Parts of the Bible negle@ed ;
‘and the Apocrypba fubflituted intheir Stead ?  Ace
there any Genealogies, any Repetitions of Hiftory,
any Books of divine Infpiration, lefs worthy of the
‘Church’s Notice, than the wretched Legend of
Bell and the Dragon, the Lafcivious Feats of $u-
dith ; and- the romantick Story of Zobit and “his
conjuring lying Angel?  Muft the Word of God
himfelf give Place to fuch intolerable Fables as
thefe are 2 Asthere are many good Things in
the Apocrypba, o there are many good Things in
the Alcoran ;. butinafmuch as there are many very
bad Things in both, they neither of them deferve
to be advanced to the higheft Honour in the Chrif-
tian Church. The falfe Do&trines, as well as falfe
and ridieslous Stories in the Apocrypha, render it
‘very . unfit for a Subflitute to che divine Oraches.

B. You ask, kow you [bould know that we dp ot
vead the: Apocrypha as the W ord of God? [ an.
Jewer, by the-Church’s declaving in the fixth Anticle,
that it's notto be vead or- applied 1o efablib any Doc- -
trine ; but only for Example of Life and Infliadtisn of
Manners. (p. 52.) . o

L. 1 hope, your Church would not have the
Examole of Fudith. uos Tobit's Angel, imitated by
your People.  HerDotrines (I know) are contrary

- to lafcivious, lying, and conjuring Examples. But
bet us c,onﬁd\cr the Cafe propofed. The Preface
- . . : to
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to theCammon.- Prayer-Boolk affures us, that sething
i ordain’d tgbe vead but the pure Word of God, the
&oly Scriptures ; ov that bich is agreeabls todbe fame.”
n your Homilies, Barush ‘js fundry Times cited s
she Progphet Baruch; and his Writings are catled
the Word of God fent tothe Fews.* And the Book
of Tob#t is in thefe exprefs Words arttributed to
the HolyGhoft. ke fame Leffon dth the Holy Ghopt
alfa teach in fumdry Places of the Scripture, [aying,
Hevcifulnefs md Alms-ghving puvgesh from all Sins€0q,
For which is quoted Tobit 4. wemem Tt follows, The
@ife Preasher the Son of Syrach comfirmeth the
fiome. === Ecclus. 5. And isnot thistogive thac
Honour to chefe fabulous Compofares, that is enly
due to the Word of God ? And don’t you prac-
tically fay the fame Thing, by leaving out fo
mueh of theinfpired Writings, to make Room for
the Reading thefe Legends 1 ' o

. o
B. 2w wowld bumbly engwive, whetber the Lord's
- Day mever bappens on the three lafp Days of Septems
ber, or forr frff of O€tober —m—— The very fixfh
Kalender in tbe Book of Commom Prayev, appeints
Leffons chofen out of the old Teftament, for every Lovils
Day in the Year. (ibid) R .
D. Whatthen? Dpes not your Kalender ap-
point thefe Leffonsout of the Aporyphato beread,
the threolaft Days ot September ; and the four firfk
Daye of Offoher &c ? d if thefe Days. happen
on the Lord’s Day, you muft read thofe appointed
Leflons on the Lord’s Day, or go contrary to the
Order for that Day. 1f there be other” Leflons

* Part, 1. ‘of the Hom. againft avilfull Rebellion.
% Parc 1K of Hom, of AlmseDeeds.
' appoiated
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inted focehe Lokd's Day, - cheft are (whén thse

i?t e Cafc) appointed alfo ; and, eithe(r both are
to be read ;i or your Kalemity is inconfiftent with
it. 6. Cbufe which you. pleafo. It's true, that
the:fir Kalewdar is diftinguithed by the general
Dirc&ion of Zeffons prper- for Swwdays ; and. Lelfows
ﬁz::eta’r Holy -Duays. But your -1acger Kalenda,
. whesein thefe Luefloms our pf the Apsorypba are ap.
pointed, has:no.fuch: Diteétioa or Diftin@ion.

B. 1 jball leave you to mdke. your felf. - Spord ok
avbat your Authors /Zy is ddiwlm:mb{ Izmpha 5
and \suiitn you- barge. fmiatodyohr Jelf awith that, you'll
Ge prepaved o firiks in with the: Deifts, and ridivule
fuch_Stories in the ‘Holy Bible as Samfon's calrbing
#be Foxes,and Jonah living in thel¥ bales Belly. (p.53-)

D. And ischereindeed no Difference betweeh
thefe ridiculous Romarices in the.#porypha ; and the -
facred Stories you refet to 7 "Are the Hiflories .of
Samfon's Poscs, 'snd Fonds's While, as Nable t»
Contempr and Ridicule, as ¢he conjuring Tricks

:’f Ig“ an:; hi:::yiqgn A_ng:{lch towardy the Devil
f s, the hotrible Feor s of Fudiib, Swfun-
b, Bell- awdl rhe Dmgog‘;‘g Afbfhe Deifis to be.
-nfrufed, vhat che onc is as-able' to Banter a8
the ‘other 1. Who (I groy. ) ikes o wich he
Beifs, you, who give them fuch b Handle by rhis.
izing Inlinuation, or I, thavimplead the thly-
ftituting fuck: Feoliries and Faiflioads, in the Place
of the Word of Ged? ~ 7 Tt
P P N
- B. Comeaoe fow to the Crofd ot Baprifim, witith
you cail & cusfed infrimens, the principal Badge of Po-
2y (p-53) B
- D, ¥ did-indced ¢all the Grofs whereon otr
= ) M Saviour

-
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Saviour fuffered, the curfod Inftrument of his ¢x+
‘tream Sufferings ; And thic Sign of (he Crofs as
vfed amongf the Papifs, the principal Badge of
Popery. But you your felf kriow, that I have faid:
pothing like what you here charge me with ;" nor
any where in.the Beok -you oppefe, called the
‘Crofs at Baptifma carfed Infirument &c.  And it’s
a Pity you fo often forget, what yon prerended in
the beginning to imprefs upon your Mind, that
by your Words you suft be juflified ; or by your Words
you muf} be conderumed. . . .

B Here if I underfland you, you bave given up
#bat Point, of the Sign of the Crofs’s beimg 4. Sa-
. crament. - (ibid) o

* D. Indeed Sir, you mifunderftand me. - I have
‘not given up that Point.” The Claufe you find
Fault with 10 my Sermon was.this: Since it is com~
felfedon all Hands 3bat theGrofs as abufed by-the Church
of Romebas beew owe of sheir greatefi Mols: fball the
Ghurch of England ewhe abbor their « [dalagry, give the
Hovour of @ Sacrament to a popifb. Lol.. Now. the
only. Queftion is,- whether the Church of England
docs give the Henour of a Sacrament 10 the Sigw
of the Crofs- or -ngt. . The Church’s own Definiti-
on of a Sacrament.dsthis : An outeward and v fble
.Sign of an inward fpiritual Grace, given umio us, or-
dain’d by Chrift bimfelf .as a Means awbereby We receive
the fame, and a Pledge to .affuce us thereof.: The
Church tells us in her Catachifm, that there are
8wo Parisin a Sacrament, the outward vifible Sign ;
-and the inward fpivitual Grace. - The fameChurch
dire€s, that the Sign of the Crofs fhall be ufedia
Baptifm, in Token that bereafter the Baptized Per-
fon [ball not be cfbamed to confefs the Faith of Chrift
cracified, ; and manfully to fight wnder bis Banner,.
P T aganp
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~agpinfi Sin-the World and the Devil ; and to conti-
wiue CorifY's faithful Soldier and Servant unto bis Life’s
End. Now you muft own, that both the Parts of
. @ Sacrament are attributed to the Sign of the Crofs.
It is an outward vifible Sign ; and ro. confefs the
Faith ‘of Chri crucified, to manful fight undce
his. Banner, to continue his faithtul Soldier
and Servant, do imply inward fpiritual Grace. And
.what' can be wanting to a Sacrament, where:
there are all the'Parts of it 2. Your Church tells
us, that there are but two Parts in a Sacrament ;
and afcribes both thefe Parts to the Sign of the
Gﬁﬁl And ace nat all the Parts equal to the
whole 2 . e ’ ‘

. B. Tbe Effence of a Sacrament lies in this, that

Jbe vifible Sign is appointed, as a Mcans whereby the
inviftble Grace is convey’d from God to Man;, and

" es’a Plc;lge. to aflure wus, that God will give it tous,
spon osur duly'ufing that outwardSign. But theSign

. tﬁ Crofs ;"m{raadrdjm be a l;fedgc from‘Golf to;{t

- e giveus Affurance of any Thing be will do for ws.
(580 - . - .

D. But if the Church- of England does not only
pretend, -but in exprels ‘Words determine, that -
this Sign is alfo a3 Pledge of Chrift's Merits, .will
you .then own, that the gives it the Honour of a &

- Sacvament ! Be pleafed . then to read your 3oth-
Caron, in the latin Edition ; and there you’ll find
it called Tofara et Signum mevitorsm Cbriffi. A -
Pledge and Sign of the Merits of Chrift. - I thicdk 7
youw'll own that the latin Edition of yotr Canons, -
was the firlt and authentick Edition. - o
-~ If you fkil] obje&, that this does not prove that
this Sign is appointed as & Means whereby the invifi-

- ble Grace. is convey’d from Gaddo Man 3™ Letusfee

- . . M2 ‘whether )
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-whether the Church of Ewgland has not her glf
determin’d that Caufe alfo. | Read then the fame
"Camgm, where you'll find, -that Children were fign-
ed with thisSign when chey were chrifined, po dedicate
shems - by that Badge 84 bis Sevvicp, whofs Benefits be-
Powed wpon them iv: Baptifin, she Name of the Crofs
did veprefent. I think it muft be allowed, if chis
‘Sign dedicates Children to.Chrift, and if it be s
Badge of his Service-; it s as mueH a Meabs' to
convey Grace as Bo'pti('m it felf ; and by this Ac-
count of it, as much & Sacrament, the divine Infli-
“tirion only excepted. "It's m:e,cﬁat the signof the
. 'Cwofs is not a Sasrament inftitured byChrift himfelf ;
por was [ fo ftupid as to abjeét againft the Church
of England, the appointing 'a new Sacrament infti-
“tated by Chrift. himfelt. Bue what I-objeéted was,
that they have brought in by their own Authorirty,
and impéfed upon us this Rite, witheut any Inﬂ{-
tution of Chrift, to which they aferibs -the fame
Virtue andProperties, as to the Sacraprents. And
for ought I can fea to the contrary, I have fully .
juftified my ObjeGion. —w—w } have fhewn thar the
“Sign ofthe Crofs, according to the Decrecs'of your
- Church, every Way anfwers your own Definttion .
of a Sacrament in 21} ic's Nature and Propertics
It’s by your own Fawwuln's determin’d to be a vifi-
ble Sign of invifible Gerace, a Means to convey
Grace, and a Pledgeta-affure us of it. And have
X not Reafon then to complain, that the Honour
of a Sacrament is: given'to the Sign of the Crofs ?
This Rite, of me {-hum,an Inflitution, that. has
.been proftitured to the 'moft idolatrous Parpofes in
the Church of Reme, that has been a dreadful
Snare to Multitudes of poor Souls, that has fhed
much precious Blood, and is a fltumbling Block to
very many of the beft People in the Nation; is
~ yet anncxed to tht'Sa¢ramdnt of Baprifm; fo thac
PR “ O we
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we muft cither fubmit to this newOrdinance of your
inventing and appointing, or go without the Ordi- -
nance of Baptifm in your Church. This is the
State of the Cafe. And.let the World judie,
whether there is not juft Caufe 1o obje& againft the
impofing fuch Shackles upon Men’s Confciences.
What Reafon can poffibly be given, why this
Sign fhould not be treated as the brazen
was by Hezeklab, and called Nebubtan ? at
Reefon: can there be, why this Sign which has
been fo much polluted and “abufed to an idolatroms
Ufe fo the Roman Chureh, fhould not be utterly
abolifhed, as God has required that all the Re-
maihders of Idalarry fhéuld be, Numb. xxxiii. 52.
Dewt. vii. 5. 25. And xii. 3. Ja. xxx. 22 2
What Pretence can be made why this Rite, which
hasdone fo much Harm, and can do no good,
fhould be madea Term of Communion in your
Church 2 Why fhould the curfed Infirument of
our blefled Saviour’s extream Spfferings, be had
‘in fuch Honour among you ?  What Plea can
“poffibly be made for the Sign.of the Crofs, that
can’t with the fame Juflice be ufed for all the
popifd Sacraments; and for all their Inflicutions
and Fmpofitions ' Here Sir, I provoke you to
trz your Skill, in making thisComparifon.” Offer
what Argument yor will in Favour of this Ufage’;.
and I’m miftaken, ifit can’t with the fame Pro-
‘pricty-be urged in Favour of any of theirs. 1€
you urge, (as before) that the Scripture requives of
#4s, that <ve expre[s eur inward Senfe of God and Duty
townrds bim, by fuch Ations as general Cufioms bas
made fignificant in like Cafes; They will tell you,
- that general Cuftom has made it fignificant of their
inward Senfe of God and Duty towards him, to
iure God the Father in the Shape of an O'd
_ Man, our blefled Saviour in the Shape of a
s ' younger
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younger Man upon the Crofe; ‘and the Holy Ghoft
in the Form of a Dove; 'to keep Images of Angels
. and Saints in their Houfes ; and a hundred more,
fuch Abominations. If you urge, that glorying is
Chwift's Sufferings is @ Duty, they will tell you, thae
- they have appointed fivé other Sacraments for that
Reafon ; they crofs themfelves, upon every-Occa-
fion ; they keep Croffes in their Streets, Houfes
and Churches; they perform all their Ceremo-
nies at higk Mafs for this very End. : And
~ have as much Warrant for thef: Things. from

Scripture, as you have for ‘your Grofs in Bapifm) -

B. Tke plain Englifb ofi‘ydw Reply isy that if the
Seripture teaches arighty we mufl pifiure. God in the
Shape of an old th (p- 58) . ,

D. No, Sir, this Conféqucnce‘vonly, follows upo'nA

Mr. Beach's Do&iine, that general Guflom is our
" Rule. The Scripture teachesno fuch Thing, that

general human Guflowss arc to be the Rule-or Pat- -

_ tern, by which we are to exprefs . our Senfe of

‘God and Duty towards him. Nor do th¢ Texts
ou cite in your Vindication; or any other in the
ible, fay onc Word of our obferving the Rires

you mention, becaufe they are generally human

Guflos. 1t they are required.by thofe Texts, (as '

you fay they be) they are required by God’s Au-
thority ; and not in-Conformity te human.Cuforns.
In a Word, if general human’ Gufforrs. are .a Rule
in this Cafe ; [ would enquire, wherher'all. gene-
ral .Cufloms, or only fome general Cufloms *. If all
general Guffoms, then the paﬁjﬂz general Cufloms are
asmuch a Rulcasany. .1t bur formre generalGuflorys,
fhew us awbat Sort of gencral Cufloms they be,.chat
we mav know whether the Sign of the Crofs comes

irito the Number.  If y ou limir it to Cuffors ground-

ed

,
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" ed on"fcr'Pl“;‘e Inflitwtion, prové the Crofi o be fuch,
. and we'willufeic. o - .

B. Yow challenge me. to-fbew that ¥be Crofs in .
Baptifin was ufed in the three firft Conturies, I (ball
doit The Apoftolick Conftiraiions Lib. -3, C. 17.
Jaith, in Baptifm the Warer reprefents Chrift’s Bu-
rial; and the Signof the Crofs reprefentsthe Crofs.
o:;'tuliim,‘ “evbo Hed in the latter End of the fecond

uryy giving an Account of the Method of baptiz-
ing, [ays among uther T hing:.fthe Fleth isf waﬁxed
that the'Soul may be cleanfed, The Fiefh is fign-
ed that the Soul mav:be guarded. Again be fays,
The Devil apes God's Service, in his Idol-Myfte-
ries, he bapiizes thofe that believe in him, he
figns his'Soldiers in -the Forehead &c:

D. The Apoflolick Conflitutions are very far fhort
of Proof, that the Sipn of the Crofs was ufed in
Baptifminthe three fitft Centuries ; for they could
nor be writren carlier than the fifth Century, as
"M, Dalle (Ide pfendographis Apoflol) makes mant«

“feft... And 'your Quotation -from Tertullian is as

little to the Purpofe’; for he had no View atall
10. the Ufe of this Sign in Baptifm, in the Words
wited :by.you, bur to the common and ordiriary
Utz of :the Sign. of the Grofs ; as appears from the

.

)

very Paflages you refer to, if the whole Difcourfe .

be cenfidered, - And italfo appears from -bis par-
ticalar. Account of the Manner ot adminiftrin

this Ordinance at that Time. In which, thoug

there be mention of feveral Rires fuperftidous e-
oough, fuch as trine Tmmerfion, - Impofition of
Hands, tafting of Milk and Honey, anotnting with
the blefled Undtion &c. ¥ Yei not a Word of

\

* De Baptifme. C. 6, 8. . the
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the Sign of the Grofs. In fhort, Tentullias talls o,
shat in the Beginning of any Bufine(s, going owty corsing
in, dreffing, wafbing, eating, lighting Candles, going to
Bed, furing down, or wbatever, We do, Wk figh our
fmbud: with the Sign of the Crofs. } And why

ou’t you do as in Tersllian’s Time 1. Why
"don’t you ufe Milk and Honey, Crifm 8c. at Bap»
tifm 2 Why don’t you ufe the Sign of the Crofs

every Occafion? If his Autherity be N
;:P::li :y you to the Praltice of t‘hcz T%
which ecentaxnl{ and plainly fpcaks.of as u

in his Time, much more than to the Ufe of shis
Sign in Baptifm, whereof I think there is no
meation in all his Writings. e

B. owr nest Chargs i for Kuneeling at the Com-
munion. S o '
. . The Debate between you and me principally
turns upon this Queftion, Whether it can be prov-
' ed from the Evangelifts, tha Chrift and his Dikci-
ples did partake of this Ordinance. fusing, in theie
ordinary Table-Poflure? And docs it not ap-
pear trori Lak. xxii. 14, 17. that they fas dows to
this holy Supper 2 and from $ob. xiii. 2,4 that
Chrit argfe from Supper ¥ Can you expeft more
exprefs Proof of any fuch Point, than there &
of this, that they far at this Ordinance ?

B. You maketke Apofes that Night 1o eas but oms
. Supper ; when it is plain that they eat v, if not thres |
-diftin Suppers. weem [t is as evidemt as B ords cas
make ity that after the firfi Supper or the Paflover,
. Chriftrofe up and wafbed bis Difciples Feet ; avd after

—

t D¢ Caﬁqk C. 3.
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this [at down to Table again; andthintbiy inhDbaz

is called the Sop, of which Judaspartsok Johy
xiil. 86. After all this Chrift went to Prayer, and con-
> fecrated she  Lovrd’s Supper, from which they aré meves
Jaid to vife up ; and thereforé according to you they

wever fat down toit. (p.62.) - -

_D. If all this proves to be 4 Miftake, it's hope=
ful you'll confider. better Yor the future, before you
ate fo very pofitive. I do indeed make the A
poftics thatNight to cat but one Supgcr, and youe

oundlesImagination of twe oc threcSuppers,ows - -
fgr;m nfuﬂicict‘x’:ll orahce of the Subj you @re
treating of.. We have no Account of their cating
any Supper diftinét from the Pafover Swpper, Part:
of which our Lord confecrated asa Memerial of
his Death, to be kept in coriftant, Ufe in the chrif-
tian Church. ¢ The Bread and Wine which eur
Saviour diftributed at his Iaft Paffover, and ap-

ointed to fignify and reprefent his Body . dnd -
Blood, were not without the Extent of the. pafghal -
Supper ; but within' the Compat of it, and Rites;
belonging to it, only applied by him now; to s
new cvan%clical Ule and Signification.”” Thae.
this may be fet iny a cleared View, it may be pro<
per to give you a few bricf Hints, of the. Mans
ner of their celebrating the Paffover Solemnity, - .~
_ The Paffover Table was furniflied with Provifi=:
ons of feveral Sorts, viz. Several Cupsof Wine,
bitter Herbs, unleavened Bread, and thé Badyof -
the pafchal Lamb roafted ‘whole, to- which . they
added 4 thick Sauce or Sop called Charofeth. The

,chief Man of the Company, after they were fat

down to the Table, in the firlk Place taketh.a Cup
of Wine and blefleth it, taftech lightly ofit ; and

ves ft to the Compary todivide among them-
clves : of this is the Alc‘cduu;, Lyke xxii.17,. ',I‘h;u

[y
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hé-eakéth the bitter Herbs, and bleffeth them,
digé them in the Sauce or Sop before mention'd ; -
and cars about the Quantity of an Qlive, in which
all chre reft of the Company imitate him; and
this was the Sop of which the Evangelifts fpeaks,
zolm xiji. 26, Which inflead of being a diftin&
upper from the Paffover, was the ficft %’hing they
. eat at'the Paffover. The Inftitution whereof you
find Exod. xit. 28." Aftér this he takes the Bread,
which was lightly cut, but not'feparated, breaks
off a Peice of it, -and lays the reft by till the
- Iamb was eaten ; and eating Part of the Piece
which he brake off, gives the remainder to the
Company. Then he takes the fecond Cup of
Wine ; ‘and the reft imitate him in drinking of it.
Then they cut’ up the pafchal Lamb-and eat it,
with the ’gread that was laid by for that Purpofe
Part of which Bread our Saviour confecrated as a
Meinorial of his. Body ; not after they were rifen
from the Paffrver as you fuggeft ; but towards
the-Conclufion of it ; and while they were cating,
ity ds isattefted by the Evangelifts, Marsh. xxvi. 26.
abd’ Mark xiv. 22.° All this done, they take the
third Cup, called the Gup of Bleffing or Thankfgiv-
img after Meat. "And this third Cup afier Sup-
- pery with which they concluded that Solemnity,
our Saviour applied to a New fpiritual Significan-
on’; and thus graffed- this Gofpel-Feftival of the
Lord’s Supper, upon th&]ew' Paffover. *
- Thefe could be rio Room ‘for our Lord’s rifing
up,” wathihg his Difciples' Fect, and maintaining a
PR o g 5 . .. .

P e v o 130 2 -

N ,*} They that would fe: 'this move largely veprefemted,
* Jet "em vead Gacaker’s Havmony of the four E-
vangelifis ; Godwin's Mofes and Aarom, and

e "Lighttobt on the Paffover, -
. ' long
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long - Difcourfe with them upon that Occafion, fit-
ting down again ; and then adminiftring theLord’s
Supper. For it’s cerain fram the facred Story,
that this Ordinance was adminiftred- as they were -
eating, as Mattbew exprefleth it ; and as shey di
est, according. to Mark ; or while they were eating,
as the Original in both Places fhould be rendred.
And there is no Account that they ever rofc.upat
all, tll the wholc Solemnity was over.'

And if we look into the thirteenth Chapter of
$fobn, there is no fuch Thing there as you pretend.
"~ Not a Word of our Saviour’s firting down toany

other Supper, after wathing his Ddciples Feer ;
or anyThing that impliesit : . But only his fitting
down as ufual, in hisordinary Converfation. In
the firft Part of this Chapter, the Evangelift gives
us the Narrative of our Lord’s Condué after that
facred Feaft was ended, -and they .were rifen up
from Supper, which Narrative continues to the
Enod of the 17 Verfe. He then proceeds without
any Conne&ion with w hat wen before, to give.us
another Story, - which tho’ prior in Time to the
former; yeét is here tranfpofed and told after. jr.
.'The. like ro wbich is often found in Scripture ;
and particularly. in the very Cafe before us,.both
Matthew and Mark relate the Story of $wdgs’s be-
_ traying Chrift, before the Celebration of the Lord’s
Supper, when ii's certain it was done afterward.
Now this Prolepfis or Anticipation being allowed,
_thereisa good Agreement between St. Fobs and
the other Evangelifts:  But according to your Re-
prefentation of it, there is a plain and palpable
Contradi@ion, which muft by no Means be fuppof-
od o

" Your Miftake is founded upon the Suppofition
of an immediate Connetion between the 17th and
18th Verfes of this I(‘I]ha[atcr.“ But be picafed t?’

. 2 rea
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tead them, and (e ifthey are at all united. Jf
- ye know thefe Things, bappy ars ye if-ye do thews, [
fpeak not of gou all, Iknow whom Ihave chofen Ec.
Did not Chrift fpeak of all his Difciples, that they
would be happy, if they did thofe Things that he
. had commanded them ? e Could this be the
Meaningof thefe Verfes? No, certainly it could
npt. - Whence it’s evident, that fince the Senfe can-
not be conneéted, the Verfes ought net to be con.
- nefted ; and therefore, that all your Reafoning
.- from this Suppofition comes to Nothing.
~ InaWord, certain it is that our Lord with his |
. Difciples did fit down at the Paffover ; and con- .
tinued fitting ‘at that Solemnity. How elfe did
Fobn lcan” on §efus’s Bofom ? "It is alfo cerrain,
. that while they were eating the Paffover, - our Sa-
. viour did conI{crate the Elements in the Lord’s-
. Supper ;'and that he<did rife from the Table after
Supper; and there is not the leaft Infinoation in
all the Evangelifts,that they ever rofe ar all during
the Celebration ot this Ordinance. I muft there-
for (by your Leave) again conclude, that I def-
_ pair of ever feeing any Thing prov'd, by the moft
. plain, pofitive, and intelligible Expreffions, if this
:"don’t prove that Chrift and his Difciplés’ did pac-
take of this Ordinance fitting in a Table-Pofture.

+ B. You and all learned Men kmow, that there is
"ot a Word of tbeir fitting in the Original ; but they
are faid to ly, that is on Gomches. But however, f3t,
< or ly, or kneel, it is all one to you, if you can but amufe
#be common Pesple. (p. 61.) '

D. The original Word in Luke, I grant, does
fometimes, and indeed with greateft Propricty, fig-
-nify toly backwards, in the Form that Rowers do
-~ when they handle_their Oars ; and refers '}? ‘;lhq
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Table-Pofture of thofe Times, which was fitting
with their Feet behind them, leaning towards cach

‘other: Bur then 'the original Word in Masth.

xxvi. 20 and in Mark xiv. 18. whatever you fay

to the’ contrary, does properly fignify fitting at

*Meat, in the fame Pofture 'as they ear common
Maeals ; and is again fo ufed, Mark xvi. 14. So

that your Criticifm and triumphant Infule muft

both fall rogether. )

- B. Our Kneeling is more like that Table-Poflure ;
#han [itting wpright.  (p. 63) ' S

D. A wonderful Affertion ! An adoring Pof-
turc upon our Knees, is more like fitting at Table
a little leaning, than fitting upright at Table, is
like ir. Was Kneeling ever ufed as a T'able-Pof-
“ture ; or ever propofed in Scripture’ as'a proper
Pofture at any cuchariftical Feaft 2 Whereas on
the contrary, fitting at Tablein fuch Feafts is ap-
. proved by God himfelf, 1 Sam. xvi, 11. Ezek.
xliv. 3. And cxemplified in the Cafe before us by
our bleffed Lord. "And is not this fufficient War-
gant for our Conduét ? S
To fum up this Debate ; Kneeling at the Sacra-
ment was broughr in by the Papifts, by Way of
Adoration to the Elements, which they fuppofe
i #ranfubfamtiated into the very Body and Blood
; of Chnft, : and asufed by them, isa moft abo-
. - minable Iblatry, to be abhorred by all good Men,
i And for my Part, I had rather imitate the Pattern
fer me by the Lord Fefus Chriff and his Apoftles,
than wtite after fo bad a Copy ; whatever Dzcla-
.—rarion can be made, of retaintng the Poftufe. and
rejeting the Idolatry. In thus doing, I'm fure I
am fafe. ‘And’ whatever Refleftions you caft upon
i me, of fymbolizing with the Pope, with Socimians, =
L . e or

v

o — et T =l
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_or whatever elfe you pleafe, muft extend tothe .
inalExample,and tltimately terminate there. This
fth'mk to be worthy of your ferious Confideration.
To conclude, as knecling towards any real or ima-

* ginary Reprefentation of God, or heavenly Things,
does incur ‘the Guilt of Idolatry in God’s Account,
‘even when the Worfhip does ultimately refer -vo
God himfelf; Ido not :therefore chufe to kneel

" . before the Elements, which are Reprefentations of
our Lord Fefus Chriff, left 1 t00 much imitate
Image-Worthip, and countenance the Idolatry of
the Papifts; efpecially fince Chrift himfelf has giv-

en usa contrary Example, and Kneeling is not an

appointed Pofture for Mediration and cjaculatory
Prayer, which are the fpecial Duties 10 be at-
"tended at the Time of receiving the Elements.

_ B. Y bad Jfaid, that Kneeling was brought in by the
Papifts. This [ dmy'd ; and prov'd from St Cyril

and Juftio Martyr -- .- that in their Time they wufed

@ Poflure of Adoration. (p.65)

D. You reallv prov’d Nothing from cicher of
thofe Authors You did notfo much. as cite a
Word from them ; nor pretend to prove any more,
than thatthey flood oxtbeLord’s Day ; andcams bowing
to the Lord's Table. And how that makes it evi-
denr that Knceling was not broughe in by the Pa-
pifis, I muft ieave to others to determine.. And I
venture again to tell you, that if you'll prove,
that Knreling at the Sactament was euer ufed in
any Church, before the Doérine of Tvanfubfian-
© tiationt was broughtin, I will acknowledge:my Mi(-
take as publickly as you pleafe. )

- T.am utterly unconcern’d about your Merri-
ment. at that Saying of mine, thar the Author of
this Feaft is plcaied to ffoop to a friendly Famili-
' 4 arity
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arity with his Guefts ; and is dealing with usas 2
great Monarch does by 'his mean Subjeéls, whom
heinvites to a Feaft: He is fuffering us-to fit
down with the King at his Table ; and allowing
us moft near and intimate Communion with him-

felf &c. Go on, Sir, if you pleafé ; Sport youe
- felf and your Admirers with it 4s much as‘yon

can. AndI fhall yet acknowledge and-adore his

Condefcention, in this glorious Inftance of it.

 B. 2owr next Charge is for admitting Sureties ap
Baptifm ;" and beve you fay,’ They promife what none bus
God can I):rform. They promife that-the Heart of the
Child fball be changed, the Nature fanBified, and the

Affe&ions and Paffions ‘be under conffant good Governa

ment. And arethey God's | === No, My Diétator, there
is  Nothing 'like this in the Cburch. * In miking the
Covenant at Baptifm, the Swreties ave only the Mowth
of the Ctild. (p.68.) ~ ~* :

D, IfI fhould allow, that Part of your Office
does neceffarily imply, that theQueftions are propo-
fed ro the Infants themfelves, and anfwered by the
Surties astheir Mouths ;. how thed this can-be
juttified from being a meer Pi¢ce of Pageantry, I

know not. For who gave the Surety Order and |

Authority to (ay in the Child’s Name, that he
fiedfaftly’ believes all the Arricles of the Creed,
that he defires to be baptized into this Faith, that
he refolves to keep God’s holy Will and “Com-
mandments &c. How doesthe Surety know this?
Nay does he not know the direé contrary to all
this ? - The Child being a&ually uticapable &f any
fuch Beliet,, Defire, or Refolution ; that you muft

pardon me, if in this View of the Cafe ¥ can find’

no ‘Means to reconcile this Office (0 Truth and:
Senfe. ’ o oo
B. Clildres
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B. Crildren ave capable of emtring intoCovinamt with
God, as appears by Civcwmcifion, and exprefs Scripture,
Deut. xxix, 11, 12. (p. 69.) _

‘D. True, they ate cnﬁ:blc of being dedicated

10 God ; and thercby of ing brought into a Co-
venant-Relation, Covenant-Privileges; and Cove-
nant-Obligations. But all Talk of their perfonal
. Covenannag, is to me (I confefs) altogether un- . -
incelligible. o ST

"B, Vy pretty; and ‘much iké & fober Divine !

- And may nat a Quaker fay tte fametousall ? ‘How

trifling, bow ludicrous is the Baptizing of Iefams ?
Baptifm is @ Seal of Faith and Repentance ; but
tbe poor Infamt is fo far from baving Faith and Repens . -
tance, that be knows not what. they Mean. (p. 70)

"D. A Quaker may very juftly make this Objec-
tion, apon your pretence of perfonal and explicitCo-
venanting, AndIconfefs,I know not what Anfwer
can pofibly be given to fuch anObjeétion. But then
-upon ourGrounds of proceeding in thisCafe,there iy
no Room for a Quaker, or any Body ¢lfe, to thirow
fuch Objections in our Way. The Intart has an
undoubted IntereRt ‘in ghe outward Privileges of
the Covenant, by .Verte of the Parent’s Cove-
naot-Righr.  For the Promife is 1o you and 10" your
Children,Alts ii.39.~=Elfe were yourChildren unciean,
but now are they holy, 1 Cor. vii. 14. The Parent.
~ alfo has an undoubted Claim t6 deditate his Chil-
dren to Chrift, and to fuffer bis lttle Children to
come upto bim, fince of fuch are the Kingdowm of Hea-.
wen. And what Handle can the Quakers or any
others take from hence, for fuch Refle@ions as
you fpeak of 2 May not a Parene put his Infant’s
Name into a Lcafc for Lands ; and (‘ccure,h}lm

. . ) . the

N
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the Privileges of that Leafe when he comes of
Age ? Andis not the Infant when he comes of
Age, bound to fulfil the Conditions of the Leafe,
upon the Penalty of forfeiting his Intereft in it ?
And why 'he may inot as confiffently bring his
Children into the Privileges and Qbligations of
this Leafe of fpiritual Bleflings, in the fame Man-
per, and under thé fame Penal'y, letany Objector
give a Reafon when "he is able. - . o

"B Again you [ay How came the Proxicsto get’

the Child baprized without his Ledve ? Wity
Fill! but 4 fasal Blow to Infant-Baptifm. (p.71.) ..

..D. I faid nofuchThing ; but you are f'Orc;cdjbixjc
to turn my Words, to make "em fuit your Purpote.
I didfay, and do fill fay, How came the Sureties to.
be the Child’s Proxies without bis Leave, and-to pro-
fefs and promife in his. Name what he gave them
no Power or -Authority to.promife for. him 2
- For' tho’ the Parent_hath in humfelf a natural Aus
thority, and is obliged by the Command of. Chrift,
1o dedicate his Child to God in Baptifm : - Yet the
Child has not _given, nor is capable of giving Au~
_thoriry to any Man, in kis Name,, to declare what
his Faith is, what his Defives, Purpofes, and - Refolu-
gions are. This yet appearsto me an Affair moft
‘Judicroas ‘and trifling. I
I think, ona Review of the Cafe, you'll find
that you-have gain’d Nothing by.forcing me upon
a diffin& Confideration of this Plea of yours ; for
it nothing at all affe@s what I had before urged
in this Cafe : I did juftly complain, that the
. Sureties !gromife what it’> God’s Prerogative to per-

form. For tho' they do fpeak inth: Namé of the

Child, yet the Church does.underttand itas their .

own Vow on the Bebalf of the Chiid, and exprefly
' ' 0 a declares

P
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declares in the Catechifm, thgt Trey PROMISE
and VOW three Things in it’s Name, That -t
SHOULD renounce the Devil and all his Works,
That it sHouLp believe all the Articles of the
Chriftian Faith, That it sHouLp keep God’s ho-
1y Will and Commandments &¢. And the Cafe
muft be thus underftood ; or elfe (which is an Ob-
. fervation worth your minding) there is no Promife
at all for the Child’s religiolis Education, either
by Parents or Sureties. The Sureties are obliged
ro this ; or they are obliged to Nothing at all, on
the Child’s Behalf. This is their Covenarnt;, or
. they are under- no Covenant on Behalf of the
Child: and confequently the.Child hasno Cove-
nam-Righe at all, either from its Parents or Sure-
ties; and therefore no Claim at all to the Seal of
the Covehant,” Anfwer this confiftently, if you |
can. It yer therefore appears, that what the Sure-
- ties promife, is beyond human Power to perform :
And theic fpeaking impertinently inthe Name of
the Child, will néver give them Ability to do it.

. ' B. Ifaid, Here, the Sureties make no - Promife of any
Fhing they will do for the Child, but only are bis
Mowth &c. Do this, you knew, you could rot veply :
2herefore you honeftly leave ‘our { Here) which though
a fmall Particle, yei governs the whole' Semtence.
(p.71)

°D. I have takén fome Pains to confult, what

Advantage it could have been to my Cdufeto have

Teft out that Word (if I had done fo) that I might
find out the Occafian of this Accufation : Bur I |
‘can’t find out How that would any Way have af-

Tefted the Atgument berween us. However, be
that as it will, the Accifation is very furprizing :
For thar Word ‘ftands as fair and open o View in
. © my
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my Defincé, asit-docs in your Vindication ; butthe
Claufe it belongs to is very exaltly. cited, Be
pleafed, Sir, 10 put on your Spectacles ; and look
fteadily for the Word (Here). you'll certainly find
it. {Def p.64) T'vequoted itonce; nordoyou

under that Head ufe it eftner. So thatiris Mr. -

Beach who muft take to himfelf all the Glory of
the new Figure, and the Manful Triumph, you fpeak
of ; and the Charge of diboneft Tricks, an Argument

- of .a defperate Caufe, tecotls on your felf. '
As to yourCavils againft that harmlefs Paffage in
my Defence, That God bas never given, never promifed
o Affiffance to gny Man, in changing the Hearts, ayd
Janétifying the Natures, and governing the. Affections
and Paffions of otbers ;- which, you in your Appeal
Tay, iseither a falfe and {erniciomf Dottrine, or elfe a
'Piece of Jolid Nonfence : I am willing to leave itto
our Readers, without fpending more Words abaut
_it. Letthem judge, whether it be the fazme Thing,
to be affiffed, 1N DOING THE WORK OUR SELVES,
" or IN BEING ONLY INSTRUMENTS inthe Hands
of the great Workman ; as you fay itis. Let them
judge, ‘wherher it be the fame Thing for you o
- ‘affift your Pen in diCating this fine Difcourfe of
yours, as to ufe it asap Inftrument in your Hand
to communicate your Diétates toothers, If they
determine, as you do, in the Aﬂ'irnga'xi-gg,‘l‘dbcpé hd
‘upon their Decree-in my Favour .that your '1};;.
has beena littlg toQ gngry. s=—r flet them judge,
whether St. Paul did any Way. bimfglf.‘opinw fep's
¢ . Eyesand change their Hearts ; ‘ot whether Chrift
was the fole Efficient, and wrought this. glc;ridus
Change by. his own_Almighty Power, inly em-
~ ploying Pgwl as an Infirument, and b];%,g > the
Means ufed for objaining that End. If Paul did
not do the Work himfelf, he wes-nor afliffed in
doing it’; but was meetly an, Tofteumept iy, the
T e D 2 77T Hands

\
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Hands of Chrift. If he did do it himfelf, he did
do it by almighty Power ; for it wasan Almighty
Work.
Upon the whole, vou mav obferve, if vou'il
look into Dr. Conber's Gompanion to the Temple,
which is generally allow’d to be a genuine Expo-
firion of the Common-Praver Book, That &is
Scnle of the Promite of Sureties, in the Offics of
Baprifm, is not very foreign from mine. He tells
us, Thar Infants enter into the baptitmal Cove-
n 0" noother Way but by baving fome to ENcace
that they SHOULD fland to God's Terms. He tells
“ut, TheSureis may vey well PROMISE that the
Child sHABL believe thefe divine Truths, fince they
"\ avere all'vevealed from Heaven EPc e In expound-
ing the Exhorra‘ion to Godtathers and Godmo-
thers, he pucs them upon a Review of what they
have done, and fays, They have ENGAGED FOR &
- Minor dnte Almighty God; ——= They are become
SuRETIES a7d BONDSMEN for this Child unto the
Majefly of Heaven ; == You bave UNDERTAKEN
. (tays he) that this' Child sHALY venounce the De-
“il, believe in God, and ferve Him. [And the Dy.
. in his Difcourfe on the Uffice of Confirmation, fpeaks
" as if Godfathers obtain'd 4 DISCHARGE from the
. Bonds they have entered, and fo reccive a great
" Benefit themfelves,” when they bring their Charge
"carefully prepared to the Bithop for Confirmari-
~'on ]—=Indeed the Dr. jultly obferves, That it
s not in the Surefies Power to give the Child Grace :
“Butthen he fzems to be of Opinion, That they
. " are: beneflcial to the Child, as performing thofe
“Phing§ for the Child, which are the neceffar
. Copditfons of obtaining theGrace of Baptifm :  His
“Wards are cxprefly thefe ; ¢ Infants inay receive
"tHe good Things of Baptifm 3y THE FA1TH oF
_,THosE WHO REPKESENT THEM. He quores that
et : £ Saying
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Saving of Rabanus Maurus, —— It is manifeft that
as Children drecv thofe: Sins f-om others which are re-
mitted to them in Baptifm, fo alfo BY OTHERS they
may beliewe unto Salvation, == 3o that (theDc.add\)
<ve ought t1 believe, t#!l the Child be capable, the Faith
of its SURETIRS is fo far accepted for it, as toenti-
tle itto all theBl-fings of the Covenant ; and it'is an ex-
cellent Charity of the Courch tolend them Hands torecei ve
Such a Mercy, awitlont’ awbich they muft vemain under
the Power of Death’ —— T thail make no Retlec-
tions upon thefe extraordinary Lines: but fuppofe
*em to exhibit the Senfe of vour Church upon the
Matter ;  For this Book of Dr: Comber’s is very
much read and recommended among youas a mott
" Authentick Commentary oh theChurch-Service, and
as fuch is faid o be pus into the Hands of Students
in the Univerfities at home werv generallv. Nor
has there ever been any publick €1 fure pafled upon
thefe remarkable Paflages, that I know of.” Whe-
ther you condemn this fine Divinity, or.not, we muft
wait to hear in yournext. : o

_ B I comenow to the Burial-Office.” I granted,
that this Office implies thnt we bave a- Fope of the
dead Perfon e But then' I [ai’) That Exprcfion,in
fure and certain Hove of tlit Refurre@ion &°: is
only a Repetition of that -Aticle of the Creed, We be-
lieve there will be @ Refurre@ion. (9. 73,74)

- D. Iftherebe other Paflacesin the harial OF
fice, thar do ipply ‘a Hooe ot the:.dead Perfon,
how imperrinent was it for you'to fingle our this,

“and tell us, thar this refsrred only to the general
Refurre@ion ; fince the Charge mighe Iy againft
rourOffice in full Fo: ce, it that were granred yon ?
gnr why did von not antwer the Evidence [ coffer-
ed you, thar this very Expreflion does imply a

Jure
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fure and certain Hope of the Salvation of rhe moft

profligate Sinner, that dies a Member of the

Church of England ?

You muft before God and the People declare
at the Funeral of every one thatdies in your Cem«
munion, That it Lath pleafed Almighty God of his
great Mercy to take to bimfelf the Soul of our dear
Brother bere departed ; and that you therefore commit
the Body to the Ground, Earth to Earth, Afbes to
Afbes, Dufi to Duft, in fure and certain Hope of the
Refurvection to eternal Life through our . Lovd. Fefus
Chrit. Youmuft give kearty Thanks to. God, for
that it bath plm/ed Fkim to deliver this our Brother out
of the Mifevies of this finfyl W orld. You muft pray.
God toraife us from the Death of Sin to the Life of
Righteoufnefsthat when we (ball depart this Life wa may

‘vt in bim [Chii(t] asomr Hope is this ourBrother doth. )

:And 'whatcan be a fironger Declaration of the
gredicft Evidenca of fuch a Porfon’s eternal Salva-
tion, than thisis ? Has God taken the Soul.of the
dead to himfelf 2 Do you heartily. thank him far
uclivering  your Brother ouc of the Miferies of
this fintul World ? Do you pray for the fame
Sulvarion for your own Souls, which you hope him
poflefied of 7 “Whar: Expreflions can be thoughe
of, thar carry in them a greater Affurance of the
erernal Happinzfs ot the deceafed, thanthete da;
fHiowever the orher Claufe is undesflood ?

But then -1’ alfo manifeft, that you declare a
fure and cefrain Hope of the Refurrcétion ro, eter-

nal Life, of that very Body you commit o -

the Ground, Earth to Earth, ‘Afhes 1o Afhes,
“Duft 1o Dut: Your Office doesno more refer to
the general Refurrection in thar Claufe of ir, than
to a general Bodv committed “ro the Ground, a
gencral Barthto Earth &c it there be-any Senfe
~and Conncéiion in the Expreffions. ,
. : : B. Becaufe
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-~ B: Becaufe the Office implies a Hope, whevifore I
fay; we will mot ufe it at theFunerals of thofe, for whomk
we can bave no rational Grounds toHope. (p. 74.)

D. Have not you declared your unfeigned Af-
fentand’ Gonfent to every Thing contain’d in the
Bbok ‘of Common-Prayer?  Are not you fwornto
canonicdl Obedience ;" and don’t that oblige you
fo ‘ofe that Office 2 Or have you a Difpenfation
in. this Cafe ?---- Certain it is, that your Prayer-
Book obliges you to ufe thisOffice for all, but thefe
- that die unbaptized, or excommunicate, or that

Jay violent Hands on themfelves. No Degree or
Kind ot Impiety, tho® it fhouid be, in the laft
Momients of a fecure impenitent Sinner, will cut
off any Member of the: Church of England from
- this imagioary Privilege, except he be a Self-
Murderer. And what Advantage, either to the
dead or living, can’poifibly follow from your thus
adventuring to addrefs even God himfclf with fuch
Dectarations as'thefe 2 What can-have a greater
Tendency to harden poor Sinners in a fenfual
‘Life, than to hear the eternal Salvation of fuch -
as themfelves fo pofitively declared ? Ought we
nof to-have a greater Awe of the glorious Majefty
ot'the eternal God, than to declare in his imme-
diate Prefence, and to praile him for, the Salvarion
of fuch as have given no Evidences of their Title
to that Salvation ? IfI had no other Objetion a--
‘gainft'the Church of England, this Office alone
would keep me from Conforining to that Church.

B. You again charge us with pretending to be Gods,
$n taking uponus abfolutely to pardon Sins, —see Ind
Jo you go on vanting and railing, wWhen your Confeience
told you, that e don’t differ one Hair’s Breadth abous
the Thing ; but only you don's fancy the HWord. You

. ) think -

4 .
~. /
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think it [Bould not be, ¥ -abfolve in the Name of Ged :

but womld bave it expreft thus, 1 declate God’s Ab-

toludion. - (p. 75.) .

'D. What a - Bondle of Mifreprefentations is
herecrouded together ? Did Iever charge.you awith
pretending to be Gods ? Or is thisa jult Infinpation,
from my arguing, that the pardoning of Sin is
an incommanicable Branch of God’s Prerogative 2
Don’t we differ ane Hairs Breadth . about_the Thing,
when you endeavour to- juftify, the Office, and I
thinkT have fully preved that it isin allRefpe&s un-~

juftifiable, in'both thofe that ufe it, and thofe that |

defire to haveit ufed for them ? Did I ever teil
you, that.I would bave it expreffed sbus, I declare
God's Abfolution ? No,Sir, There is no more Founda-
“tion for ail this, than Mr. Beach’s Apﬁrchcpﬁon,
thar this Way of reprefenting the Cafe would ferve
.his Turn beft. I am flill of Opinion; that it’s. a
great deal too bold for any Man upon Earch (the
_ Pope not excepted) toAuthoritatively déclare God's

Abfoludon or Pardon -to_any one,, whatever Pro-

feffion he: may make ; anditis yet much bolder,

to folemnly declare it in theName of theFather,and
of the Son,and of the-Holy Ghoft, that you abfolve
anyMan from gll hisSius. - For asyou cannot know
any Man’s Hearr, whether his Profeflion of - Re-
pentance be fincere ; and .whether his Sins be par-
.doned : So .God has given you no Aathority to
pardori-his Sins, if his Repentance were ever fo

fincere. R ) )
. Youdeclareto the fick Perfon, that by Chriff’s
Aushoeity. committed to you, you abfclve bim from all
bis Sins, inthe Name of the Fatber, and of the Som,
and of the Holy Ghoft  Now I defire to know, where
" Chrift has commicred to you thisAuthority,to pardon
Sins in his Name ? Have you this Authority, or.
: N - ' 4 have
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have you not ? - If you have, I ﬁo_pe jyéu won’e’

- condemn the Papifis ,fg’r claiming it: "For why |
. mayn'tthey pretend to it as well .as you ? Noe

will you blame People_ for purchafing their. Bardon
of they Pricft : 'fo;ﬁvil cémﬁ! oney be bet-

-ter expended ? . But if you havenot this Authorie

ty, all your Explications are impertinent. emmm ¥ on
Io in the moft facred and folemn Manner affert,
this Authority committed to you
by Chrift ; and you .do iin the Name of the ad6-
rable Triaity pretend to exercife it, in abfolving'
the fick Perfon from all bis Sins. Aod by what
Explication is it poffible to palliste this Pretenco
to pardon Men’s Sias ; bat by declaring to the
World, that you fay one Thing, and mess ano=
ther, even when you {peak in the awful Name of
she Father, Son, and Hoély Ghoft.- If you pre-
tend o mean a declarative. and conditional Pa.rdl:::: >
ye& you pronounice an abjolsts and sncondisional Par~
don, in as firong Terms as eafily ‘can be itwent-
ed, s And by the Way; Has your Church evet
given us any fuch Explication of her Meaning, as

. gim.- you any Authority to da
at for her 2. Or indeed (if fhe bad). would the
plain natural Mecaning of the Words bearit?
. B. Under the Law,-the Prict’s Lieclaration con-

‘cerning the  Leper, u-;bi:”zudgwm whetber be was
clean or unclean, was called « cleanfing or

K. v g:lluting
- bim, and a makln'% bim clean oy unclean ; the firid¥-

Jpeaking, the Prieft did not make bim ' Ieprows or mot .
eprous, but only declared a jufl. Evamination
‘and View, whether be W’T; wot.  So the Minifiers
of the Golpel bave that Authority committed unto them,
to forgive or “rétain Sins, as the Priefis wunder the
Lawbad to cure Lepirs, (p. 56) -~ = "~

'p - p ';YQ;,
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‘D. Yes, Sir, when you have the like Copaciy
#o judge, that Men’s 'Simy are pardoned, or. not, as
the Pricfls under the Law had to judge that the
Lieprofy was cléanfed oraot : When your pofitive
Declardtion of Abfolution is a Mans inflituted
dy God bimfelf for the obtaining a Parden of

ey S, as the Pricfts Declaration was for
cleanfinfzthe Lieprofy : And when you frave Au-
#orty, expreflly given you by God himflIf, o
sirake “this Declatation #s b%s Nawn, asthe Pricfts
Aad unhder the Law } there may be fome Parity in
the Cafts. Butin the mean Time, fince aH thefe
Things are wantig on your Side, your pretended
Parallel is but a wild Impertinency. =« And
whatever. Comfort fome Men may pretend to take
ftom human Abfolutien, 1 can’t think they -are
anyneéarer to Heaven by the@® Means:  Tho® ma-~
ny Sinrers atein Dabiger ‘of being thereby broughe
into- gréarer Scturity, barden’d in Prefumption,
- and deluded with falfc Hopes of Happihef$ ; while

théy ‘hear the  Prieftfolemnly detleving, That their
Stey ave forgiuven by God blmfeq‘{ and think with you
that sucm a-DecraxatioN, proceeding from the
Mowth of one of shof who ave comflisuted miiniferial
Fudges of pasticular Men's Repintance, is YAN <
GELICAL-ABSOLUTION, = A moft wonderfull
Pirce -of Divmity this! Upon which I muft take
Ecavé (b return you onc of your own Remarks,
and fiy, “This is ¢ither a falfe and pernicious
Doérine} or elfe a’ Picce of olid Nonfenfe,

'B.. Whis (i 'aBfobix mthe Name of the Fatber,
Sow, and Eivly Ghof?) in Zffe® you do_every Thme yom
~ baptize @ Perfon, or admimifier the Lord’s-Supper.

sy .

D, This I mut leave wich our Readers ; for I
. . : _am

'
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am not able tofee any Appearance of Argyment
in it; and therefore I(,:an't Anfwer it, lsmn’t fee
what Parity there is between pardoning Sins, a

adminiftring the Ordinances -o t;i G:Fp'd. fﬁ

B, Whes you axtborit abively promosmce the m :

- " spon your Comgregation, you ave as much & God, as
: ’zc arey when we pru;um God's Abfolstion. (p. 7' 6)

D. Ifuppofe you mean, that there is'n,o morg
Authority exercifed orimplied, in abfolving Mcn
‘from all’ their Sins inthe Name of the ather,

" Son_and Holy Ghoft, than in pronouncing the

Bleffing : Or in other Words, that therats the
fame Authority claim®d in gra{u)g God to blefs the
Congregation,as in pardoning their Sins. This alfo
I muft leavé with our Readers: T'he bare flating
the Cafe feems to me fufficient. Only by the Way,
Y would propofe a Query or two. If pronouncing
the Blfing, and pronouncing the Abfolution, arc
underftood by your Church to be equally ' Zutboni-
tative, Why may not the Deacons among you
be aljowed to ufe your Forms for the onc, as
.well as the other ?  And if che Prigfis Declara-
tion of God's Parden be priper Evangelical Abfoly-
tiow, and fuch a_good . Foundation ]-? Gmfort, as you
fay it is, how unhappy aré many Epi(copal :
gations in, Esgland, that have only a Deacos to
‘officiate among them, who is not impower'd te
pronounce the Abflution? 3 : ‘
Not give me Lieavé to. fhut up this Difpute, by
repeating to you the Sentiments of Awather, in the ~
following Letter from an anonymous Hand. §'

o

| % Londoe- Mag Avg 31 .



108 Tbé Reafonablenefs
- SIR, [ o :
- 8'you are a rational and conffient Prote ant,
A, ity muft have often roufed g):j:z’rmltndignja}tion
- to abferve the Cheats.put by, Romyb Pricfts upon
the unwary Souls of Men. Some of thefe the
criptire calls Sorcery; they are a Kind of Spiris
al Magick, or an Art of making Men religious,
and of fending ‘em to Heaven without any real
"Holincfs or Virtue atall. o :
-+ But is there nothing of this fame Sorcery prac-
ti'd among us? As fome of the brightcﬁigrnas »
ments of our Church have not only acknowledged
* fome Phingsinit’s Conflitution and Forms would
admit of“iltqution, but have even with’d and
1a our for lnit ; and as we agz ‘once a _chalr taughe
to lament the W ayt of godly Difzipline, and to pray
that it may be‘?-:&‘{:fd;" 't'wilr,u;or, I hopc? be
thought Prefumption, if, with the Franknefs of
an Old Whig and a Free Briton, 1 obferve fome -
Things in our Church, which carry too great Ap-
pearance of this Spiritual Fuggle or Secorcery. What
» ‘oati!_terwifc ¢an we thEk of three_of i;;s prefcrib’d
Rites, rmation, Abfiludion, and the Burial
" the Doas Trmation, Af 7, and the Burial of
* By the fiyft ofthefe, all Perfons baptized, when
~ come to competent Age, and able.to fay thie Lord’s
Prayer, the Greed, and the ten Commandmen:s,
~ and the fhorter Catechifim, arc to be brought to
* Confirmation : The. Bithop having ask’d, ##%e-
sher they wnew their folemn Promife and Vow that
,was made ip their Name at Baptifm ? upon their
‘anfwering, e do, declares in the moft folemn and
publick Manner, cven in an dddvefs o God bimfelf,
#bat be bas Vouchfafed 10 vegencrate thefe bis Servants
&y Water and the kholy éM, and #o give shem the
Forgivewefs of ail theiy Sing ; and laying his Hands
S o : _upon
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upon the Head of each particular Perfon, be certi- g
Jes kim by shat Sign, of God's Favour and gracious’
Goodnefs toward bim. . .

Now thisBifbep we aretaughi to Jook upon as the °
Ambaflador of Jefus Chrit, and a Succeflor of
the Apofties, who had Power to remit Sins:  And
when they hear this venerable Perfon thus fo- -
Jemnly declating that God bath regenerated and’
forgiven them ; who can wonder, if they really be-
licve themfelves to befo, and upon thefe Grounds
indulge a confident Securi'y as to the Favour of
God, and Happinefs in a futere World? . 7.

That_the poor ignorant -and unthinking Part,
of the People fhould be thus eafily deluded, is
not fo firange: But that fuch leasned, wife and
pious Mcn, asour Rev. Bithops are, wha know
the Aptnefs of Mankind to deceive themfelves by

~ falfe Hopes, and the infinite Folly and Danger of
their” fo doing ; “that thefe fhould thus contribute
to lull them afleep, and without knowing their
Hearts, or a due Enquiry into their Lives,declare
them in the Prefence of God regenerated and par-
doned, is a3 Condu& truly furprizing, and not eafi- -
ly to be accounted tor. ~~ - "

* In the Abfolution of fick Penitents, the fick Perfon
being mov'd to make a fpecial Confeffion of bis Sins, .

“if be feel bis Gorfeience troubled with any weighty Mat-

gev, after fuch Confefion the Prieft (ball abfolve bim

(if be baumbly and beartily difire it) after this Sort_ =

“Ottr Lord: Fefus Cbrift, who hath kft Power to bis
Church to abfolve all Sinners wko truly repent and be-
lieve in bim, of bis great Mercy forgive thee thine Offen -

_ ‘ces 5 and by the Anthoricy committed to me, 1ah-

folve thee from all thy Sins, intbhe Name of the

Fatber, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoff. ’

W bat and where is that Church, ro which Chrift

has left this Poner ? Is it che Cotholick and *

' univerfal -
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univerfal Church, or any national cr previncal
Church? Or, is it every particular Society of
worthipping Chriftians ?* In what Perfons is it
ladged ? with the whole. Body of the Pegple, who,
according to Scripture-Language, andthe Doétrine
" of our own Articles, are properly called the Charch ;

or with the Miifers or Clergy, who are never fo
called 2 In the former Part, ‘tis faid to be Zft to
the CHuRCH ; but in the latrer the PR1EsT claims
it as bis Peculiar ; to which, when his Claim fhall
have been fully proved, his Charater fhall be
confefs’d indelible and facred, and Incenfe and the
Knee be offered him as the Reprefentative of
Chrift upon Earth, .

If: Chrift hath given Power to any autboritativé-
Iy ta abfolue thofe who are traly penitent, he mufk
alfo have given them Power fo know awko are truly
‘pénitent ; elfe "tis a Power to do juft nothing : For
till they know them to be truly penitent 5‘.3 till
they can fearch their Hearts) they cannot anthori-
tatively abfolve them ; and if they cannot do it
till then, they cannot do it atall,
" Is a meer Confeffion of Sin all the Gofpel demands,
in order ro it’s Forgivenefs 7 Muft it not be forfak
and broken off as .well as confeffed? Are not the
moft debauched, when Sicknefs feizes, and Death
is thought to approach them, wont to feel their
Confeience troubled, readily to confefs their Sin, .to
exprefs’ grear Sorrow, to vow Amendment if fpar-
ed ? Bur whenthe Danger is blown off, isit harde
Iy ever feen that they return not to their Crimes
with as mad a Guft as before ? ’ )

Another Abfurdity in this dangerous and delu-
five Form is, that'tho’ the Confcffion be bur fpeci-
‘al, the Abfolution is general,  Bur, by what La-

gick 7 Or from what Scripfure, is this Inference -

-drawn,
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,drawn, that a Contrition for fome Sins, fhall ob--

. tain Fotigveriefs of all $ins? ’
. Well e bt the fick Man dics mme he liv'd:
a vicious and debauch'd Life, wasa known Drunk-*
ard, Adulterer dut when his laft Sicknefs came,
‘he trembled at the Thought of Death —- fent’

for {{:c Pricft, cohfefs’d his Sin, and defired to be
abfolved: -The PricR by Autbority commisted to bim
in the moft folemm Form of Words, even in.sbe;’
Name of the Fatbér, & c. pronounces and declares
* him abfolved from all ’fnis Sins. The unhappy
Perfon thusdedd comes now to be buried. Here
the Prieft, in the Face of a vaft Croud who knew:
the Man’s wicked Life, folemnly declares, 7bat
* Godbath taken to bimfelf the Soul of this our dear Bro~*
ther = gives bim bearty Thanks that it bath pleafed
bim to deltver this our Brother out of the Miferies’ of .
this finful: B orldumessm and prays, that when we fbaik
depart this Life we may reft in bim (Chrift) as our
Hipe is this our’ Brother doth.> ‘What can 'the at=
tending Croud think of all this? If they think
at all, it muft be either, . R S
Firft, that what the Pricft hath @aid is srue, and
may be depended on astbe #ord of God, whofe
Ambaffador he is fuppofed to be ; and if fo, Remif-
fion may be had inthis World, and Salvation inf
the other, without breaking off my Sins : I fhall have
Peace thtrefore, tho' I go on 1o add Drurikennefs 1o,
. Thirft ; and’ howeyet vicious my Life be, may have
hope in my Death that I fhall r¢f in Chriff,as the:
Prieft tells-ine, this our Brother doth. '
_ Secondly, If theft Pretenfionsand Expreffions be
examin’d but by common Senfe, they appear to be
all a folemn FARCE, a fbocking and grofs DELUSION ;
a dangerous Encouragemerit to carclefs and im<
moraliiving ; fubverfive of good Order and Virtue
'upait’Earth ; calculated to advance the Power of
o : _ ) Priefts,

-
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* Priefls, and to ftupify and enflave the Confciences
of Men, There'are Numbers of our wife Clergy
- who groan under thefe unhappy Forms, and fin-
cerely with them removed : Why inthe Name of
Gud, are they not removed ? Or 1f this cannot be
obraincd, why are they not more zcaloufly and
openly difavow’d 2 Our Church is daily dif.
honoured and weakened by thefe Pratices. Iofi+. .

delity gains on it bere,Popery there. C .

B. 1 procted to the tenth Charge, which is againft
Holy-Days. Here I obferved, you keep m.,‘f] Iy~
Days as well as we, and thevefore I conclude you dox'e
8bink it 4 Sin. s=—= But you fay, Tho® we have not
Authority to make Time holy, yet we have Au-
thority tofet apart Time for holy -Services. Tbis
Diftinition is learned enosgh in all Gonfeience . Pray
det me imo this Myflery, and [beww e bow you can [t
'apart Time for Loly Service ; and yet not make thas
Zime boly. W hat Holinefs is there in Time, but

. only it's being fet apart from common to bely Ser-
wices 1 (p.;;,So‘; . R

D. Theclearing thisPoint will (I think) be a
fufficient Anfwer to all your Reafonings in” your
Appeal, from the imagined Parallel between our

" obterving Le@ure-Days, occafional Fafts and
T'hankfgivings, and your obferving all the K-
by-Days appointed in your Kalendar. 1 fhall chere-

- fore fomething diftin@ly confider the Cafe. . . -
I did fay, that tko’ awe have not Authority from
God to make Time by ; yet we bave Axikority to fet
apart Time for thefe koly Services (i. e. fach Servie
ces as he has appoiated and has made it our Dury
to attend)when bis Providence calls for it. Wharever
religious Dutics are pecformed. by usin Obedience
. : : !o
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to God’s Cotarid, muft be dont in Tithe ; and

‘confequently there muft ‘be fome Time fer dpart

for their Obfervance, if they ate attended at alt:

Whence it follows,that he who requires us to per-

‘form thofe Duries, requires ‘us alfo to fet aparé
Time for their Perforinance. - The fame Cominand

- (for Example) that requires Minifters to preach
in Seafoti and out of Seafdm, requires then to

“improve fome Time for- the Difcharge of that Du-
g‘ ; and therefore ‘requirts thém 16 rake (orme 6-

er’ Time'to preach to the ?cbplc, -befidey ‘the
flared Seafonisen the Lord'sDay.  The fameCath-
marids that require occafional Fz?f:and T oankjgit-

ings, requife alfo that we occafionally fet apart .
fome Time to obfetve. thefe Faffs and Thankffivingst,

. without which they cannot be obferved ar afl:
. From which Confidcrations it appears ( as I thew-
ed you more largely in my Defenece) Trat ﬁbd
has required nsto o ferve’ Le8lwres, occafional Hafd-
Days and Thankfgiving-Days © And we have Au-
thority from_him to fet apart Time for thetc ih’oly
Scrvices. Tho’ he has given us ho Authority at
all to make Thme holy ; or ro'confcerate any ftac-
ed periodical Returns of Time; fo thar thefe haly
Services will be'neceflary on Accousit of the Time.

- Suchaconfeermingfated periodicalReturns of Time

‘to fpecial Setviees, is- whar I mean’r; ‘and what
the Scripture always means, by makit}g Time ho-

- 1y, Thus utider the levirical Difpenfation, thei¢

- Sabbaths were holy, theic Néw:Mootis, their ftar-
cd Feafts and Fafts were holy; only on the Ac-

o

“eount of the Confecration of a ftated Return of =

Time fot thefe holy Sérvices. - Upon the fame Ac-
count alfb, the Churth of England calls her Feafts
and Fafts boly Days; becaufe of their Defignacion
" it an annual Rerarn, to the peculiar Purpofes foff
whih they are appointed. It’s remarkable, that
R , Q the

e
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the occafional Fafls and Thankfgivings fo frequents
1y mientioned in Scriptare,. are never called Holy
Days : nor are fuch occafional Appointments to
. called in the Church of England. And the Reafon
is, becaufe the Services ‘are not attended for the
,Sake of the Time : But the Time only obferved
. for the Sake of the Services. Whereas on the
‘Contrary, ?on all the Times that are called Holy
* Deays, the Services muft be obferved on Account
of the. Return of the confecrated Time, without
_any other fpecial Call to their Obfervation. And
s there no giﬂ'crenoc in thefe Cafes ? Isthere no
'Difference between attending required Dutics,
_meceffarily caking fome Time to arttend them ;
and making Time boly; or confecrating fet Days
every Year, for fuch Purpofes as we are pleafed t0
" appoint ot our own Accords ? I think there isa
. very E-eat Difference in many Refpe@s, between
'your Holy Days, and our occafional Services ; tho®
ours as well as yours requirc Time for their Ob-
fetvation, :
1. Becaufe in ourqccafional Services we affume
10 Authority to confecrate Time at all : but leave
that Prerogative of Heaven, where it ought to be
Iefi, in the Hands of God alone. We don’t -
‘ geem any Return of Time more holy than other;
ut that ‘alore which God himfelf has made fo.
"Whereas you on the contrary confecrate ftated
Days in the Year, declare them to be holy, and
oblige People to obferve ‘em in their yearly Re-
turn,  But by what Autherity is this done ?
2. Becaufc the Duties we perform on thefe Oc-
- cafions, are fuch as Gop himfclf has reguired, as
I fhewed you before ; whereas you confecrate Time
for fuch Services as are no where warranted, no Where
precedented or adlowed in the Scriptures. You can’t
(toc Inftance) pretend, that the Qbfecvation of any |
: ,» T Saintse
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Saints-Days (much lefs, that the Obfervation of
fuch a Number of *em) is any where warranted
in Scripture ; whilc, on the contrary, you your
felf allow, that occafional Fufls and Thank(givings
are required by God himfelf. . o
3. Becaufc we do mot (as you do) impofe &2 new
Yoke on the Neck of Chrifi's Difciples, inftead of that
which God himfelf has taken off. We don’t ob-
- ferve Days and Mowths and Times and Years, left
the Gofpel fhould be in ain to sis, Gal. iv. 10, 11,
We don’t revive the typical Difpenfation ofdfoly
-Days, which was a fbadow of Things to come, but .
#he Body is of Chriff, Col. ii. 1. We can’t ima-
gine any Reafon, why we fhould ' value our fclves
upon our Liberty, by being freed '{’rom the Yewifb
oke of Bondage (Gal. v. 1.) and yet impofe a
greater Yoke upon our felves. ‘
" '4. Beocaufe we don’t (as you do) praftically de-
clave our felves unfatisfied with the Provifion ﬁ
bas made for the thawkfu} Remembrance of all ¢
Inflances of bis vedseming. Love, which he has in
common beflowed upon. Mankind. Chrift has ap-
‘pointed one Day in every Weck to thefe Purpo-
fes ; - he thought thap fufficient, and ,we think
fo too ; and can’t find any’ Warrant or Commil(-
fion given to any Man, to appoint any other. He
has indeed required us, to perform religious Duties
of every Kind ; and confequently to take Time to
.perform them. We muft fer apart Time for fpe-
cial-Scrvices, fuch as Fafls and Thank(givings, when
"his Providence on one Occafion and ‘another ‘calls
for them, But he himfelf has appointed Time for
the commemorating the common Bencfits of his
Redemption ; and has given no ‘Man Authority
‘or Commiffion to -appoint any other ftated Times
on that Account. Which may ferve for Anfwer
‘to page 88:h of your Appeal, :
o Q: ‘5. Becaufe

.

B . . ,\
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- §. Becaufe we dare.mt (as you do) take away the
Liberty God has allowed our People ; and_rake up
above balf their Time in Feafts, Fatts, and Holidays'
of our own inftityring, which he has given them
for thejr fecular Employments. .
. 6 Becavfe we daxre not go (o fax Sowyands juflify-
ing the Papifts in their worfhipping of Saiots end Ane
cls,  as you feem 8q Ao, in feuing aparc the fame
ays.in @ Year asthey do, in (I know mot’ what)
ommemoratian of thofe Saints and Angels : Bey
caufg the Scripture exprefly calls the Papifts Saint-
Worthip, tbe Doirine of Devils oxDemens, t Tim.
i, 1. - S
. Thefe, Sir, are fome of the Differenoes berween
!Eur Holy Dayg, and our occafional Employment of
ime 'in attcndance upan fpecial commanded Du-
tics of Religion. And thefe Diffcrencss will be,
moft clear and- apparent to every ane,. that will
give himfelf Liberty to think ; natwirhflanding all
our farcaftical Flegrs,and notwich@Randing all your
ﬁ,rtempts to make them every way pavallel.

" B How could you.make fuch. & ulli and borrid

Reprefentation, as tho’ all. wera to be excommunicated,

g‘lmtsdid nat keep abupe balf the Year ag holy Time?
P 83) o ' :

.. D. Your Church has appointed the Obferva-
tion, befides 52 Sundays, of 29.other Feaff-Days,
f)z Fiidays, 12 Ember-Days, 3 Rogation-Days, 33
1ys of Lent cxclufive of the Fridays, Nevember
sth, Fandary 3oth, and May 39¢th. All of which
. make up 184 Days. . Thefe the Church of England
calls Holy Days, Feaft-Days, and Fafi-Days, and
has appointed fpecial .Services for em all ; befides
a great Number of Saints:Days mention’d in- che .
Kalendar, for which therq is ng fpecial Service
- ’ ) appointed.

E ]
2
—
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appoioted. Now vour fx#b Cavon excommunicares
every one that affirms, that he may not with any
good Cowfsience approve and ufe all your Rites and Ge-
removies. - Whete then is che viie and herrid Re«
prefentation ?  Indeed, Sir, you would do well
_ 19 confider a little bettgr,before youindulge Paffjon
and give Vent to fuch very wrathful Expreflions.

B No Mas en any of tbcﬁ‘ Days iscbliged o forbuv
- Labour, any more than on your Ledure-Days, (p.82.)

~ D. Arenot thefe Feafi-Days oe Days of Thankf-

’ ﬁw’tg, thefe Fafl- Days or Days of Abftinence, thefe

aly Days, appointed for every one-alike in your

- Prayer-Baok, without any Limitation 2 What then

can you mean ?- Unlefs. it be, that it is in_your

* Church’s Opinion lawful to exa all your Labour,

~ upop Days of fating and thankfgiviog, as the |

Prophetr complains of aeother Chugch ia the fame
- Cafe, Jai. lviii. 3. -

B.  Yau ave mifiaken when.you [ay, that we have no
. bighew sor better Exanple. than the Church of Rome.
Origen fays, that in bis Time the Ghurch obferv'd the
Feap of holy Innocents ‘Tertullian fpeaks of the
Birth Day of the Martyrs. (p.83.)

D." You don' tell us where to find thefe Quo-
tations : bat fuppofe "em trae, what isit to the Days
you ebferve 2 What other Example, rhan the
Charch of Rome, can you find for the Obfervation
of thofe Days kept in your Church? . i

B.. Our'h&lu Days are no more Jewith,momorea
Sign -of our venouncing Chriftianity, vo more a Yok to
our Shauldersy shan your Holy Days. (p. 88.)

e
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D. Isit no moreFewifb,to keepEafler, Pestecoft &c.
that were originally Fewifb HolyDays,& are asmuch
. abrogated as any of the reft of theirDays ; than to
preach upon a Weck-Day, or keep a Day of Faf-
ing and Thank(giving upon fpecial Occafions ? Is'it
nomore a Yoke upon our Shoulders, to Confecrate
above a hundred Days in a Year, than to fet apart
two or three Days for fpecial Service, as Occafion
‘requires 2 From whom did you expe@ Credit to
this firange Affertion ? .

B.  Icome now to confider wwhat you [ay of the Holy
Days inflituted ERb. ix. --- There is not the leaft Lifp of
God’s commanding this Feaft, nay tbeHolyGhoft fays ex-
prefly; shat the Fews ordained it, and tosk i wpon thems-
[rves and their Seed.  (p- 84) ~

D. Ifthefe Holy Days were religious Feafls,
which yct the Text fays nothing of, they were
appointed by Mordecai (Efib.ix.31.)the fuppofedPens
man of the Book of Efiber, who was, for oyght we
know, 1o the contrary, as much infpired in making
this Appointment, as in penninq)the facred Story:
‘As for theFews appointing thefe Days,it maniteftly
means no more than their agrecing to obferve the

" Appointments of Mordecai; as ap(gears from theText
now quoted, compared with verfe 20th of the fame
Chapter. - Sothat all Argument from hence muft
neceffarily fall to theGround. I will freely confent
10, theObfervation of any Holy Days in yourChureh,
that you can prove ro be appointed by an- infpired -
Wiriter of the facredScriptures of theNew Teftament.

“B.. Come we now to my ﬁtond‘fﬂﬁance,‘]qh.*xii.zg.
1 faid. Corift was no Diffenter 5 but obferved a buman
Holy Day, appointed long before by the Mactabces.~
You [fay, it can't be proved that Chrift ever obferved _or
T ’ : approved

g
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_ approved of tbatFeafft. To which I replyemmHe kmeew,
it wastbe Time when otberl;pnjmted themfelves to keep
tbe Feaff at that Place. He at leaft gave them Occa-
Jion to thimk that be owned the Feaff. — It's cevsain
our Lord would have veproved the Obfervation of this
buman Holy Day, if it bad been finful. (p.85)

~D. Suppofe that tl‘:c Feaft of Dedication was ap<
pointed by the Maccabees ; I yet fay, it can’t be prov-
ed, that our Lord Jefus Chrift ever approved of i,
All that can be tound in the Text, to build fuch a
Suppofition upon,is thefe Words e 41d it was at
Ferufalem the Feafd of Dedication, and it was Winter;
and Fefus walked in the Temple in Solomon's Porch.

hisis all that is faid about ir. All the Story in
f'our Books, of Chrift’s coming many Miles to ce-
lebrate this Feaft, and thelike, is meerly your own.
Imagination. How do you know, that our Lord
bad any more Regard to the Feaft of Dedication,
thanto the Winter, in his walking in Solomon’s
Porch? It is not eafily underflood, swhy the
Evangelift there mentions it’s being Winter, un-
lefs ro infinuare theReafon of Chrift’s walking there.
Actordingly Dr. Lightjoot fo underftands this Texr
“He walked there becaufe it was Winter, that be mighs
get and keep bimfelf warm. * — But why did not our
Lord reprove the Obfervation of this human HolyDay'?
Pray,How do you know thart he did not reprove it,
that he did not walk in the Porch for that End ?
Bat if he did not reprove it,it might be for thisRca-,
fon ; becaufe it was no Holy Day atall. There is
nothing in the Text thar ‘gives us any Evidence,
that it was obferved as a religious Feaft; or thar
there was any Body in the Temple at that Time

*.Vol. I p. 578. -
, 0 : . in
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in Obfervation of that Feaft, or any Thing like .
In a Word, all that can be proved from Scripture,
isthe bate Mention of the Feafl of Dedreation : all
the reftis to be deduced by Mmwends, which muft
be taken from you for good Proot of any Thing,
that you are inclined to impofe upon us, - :

B. Your nexs cm%lam is againfl ourBithops. Heré
you tellusgwhat greas Feats you bave done in yourP¥ viting s

ﬁaiaﬁ Epifespacy- To awhich I anfever, Let another

an praifc thee,and notthine own Mouth. ( p. 89 )

D. ‘Thisisa very unjuft Infinvarion. I obferv-
ed, that it was'impoffible in fo fhert a Compafs to
fully’ confider that Subje&t; and therefore refer=

red you (0 what I had already written upon it,

that yet remains unanfwered. And I venture to
do fo again. - Andif you had taken Pains to have
read what I have already publifhed upon that
"Argument, you would have found no Koom for
one Word of what you have now advanced, in
Faveur of your darling Prelacy :- You would

have found every Colour of a Reafon for the Ne- -

<ceJity of a Prelacy in the Church now infifted
on by you, particularly anfwercd and refuted :
You would have found the Identity of Bifbops and
Prefbyters largely (and for whart yet appearsy unan<
fwerably) proved. ‘And to what Purpofe is it to
anfwer the fame Thing over and over again ?
To what Purpofe, to difpute with fuch an Adver-
fary, that vill rake no Notice of the' Anfwers given

_to his Arguments ; bur advance the fame anewy

“as if they had not before been refuted ?

B. Fiut why fbould twe amufe Peple with the Toafk
of Presbywiian Ordination ¥ My firft Gmmifion

"}
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T am wmy " ventain, whew tvavid a’ lithle Wiy bick,
Waj o dved from meer Laymen. “(p, 92.) ° +

ER U I PR "

D. I have taken: fome Pains to-inquire “inté
this Cafe; and“have ‘the following Account of the
Matter of Fa&, from a Gentleman whofe Fideli:
.ty and:Capaeiry I can depend-upon,- ¢ Whirever

s¢. certainly Mr. Beach may pretend ro inthisCate,

€ he is manifeftly under a great Miftake. . For
¢ tho’ it be allowed, that there were in New- ..

. England’. two ‘or three Lay-Ordinatjons' (and

s« more Ii'never heard of) yét they don’t’ dr afl

¢ affe@ the ‘prefent Miniffey, inchat: it éan’t-d

¢¢. think) be proved, - that 'any now in.the Miniftry,’
_ % derived their Commiffions (as he exprefles:=it-)
¢¢ fiom fuch, and only fuch, as were fo ordain-
s< ed. Ks to himfelf, he ‘was-ordained’by Mr,
8¢ Shove, and others of equdl Authority ; Mr. Shode

¢ was ordsined by’ Mr. #/ebb 'and_others ;i M.

85 J¥/ebb by Mr. Walkew and athess; Mr. B alker

¢ by Mr. #/arham.-and othore ; ‘and Mr. W’a”bm

&8 was epiftopally ofdained  in -England, . Befides

_ % there's ne Doubi bat.tHat -a: Succeflion ‘ might
"4 be found for Mr. Beach, from Ms. Blackmian and
“ Mt. Demori, who were ‘both' fettled ‘in 'Neds-
-%¢ paven iColany, and -both  before their coming fo
8% Amevica tegal. Miniftersin' Ewgland, the oneac
 Hallifax inYorkbire,a0d the other in Leicé fley/bive:

T T 1 D T SN R T
, T \B.Becan't join with.you, besaufe you bwve nita

- vegular Miffior. (p: 98:)" « .- g
« ' D.- Sprprizing! For that Gentleman "gives ‘the

- this fattherAccount. ‘I have been well inform'd,
-1 that'Mr. Bedeh, fince he embracedthe “epifcopal

"¢ Per‘uafion, has. folemnly-deciared in thic Pre~

TS fenc_:-'of-IundfyMin;{iqrsgwhbhe defigned fhodld

’ - he
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& be Wignefles for him, and who taok, a Corsife
¥ cate’ of that Declacation in bis Pecfonge, which
¢ was approv'd by him(elf, That be did firmly
< Wpliewe, that she MMiftors of owr Pérfuafion ¥n New-
& Englaad mye srue. Mimiflers of "Fefus Chwift, and
-8% quilf be acepted of him.accordingly.” : Now, Sir,
turn to Puge 105tk of your Appeal ; sud think how
you would like your .own RelleCtions, if :retorted
¥pon you, : : :

i T i, Soconfo our Peagle Bar s Yoo
Part ::ﬁ'? publick 35@ l}]m- m‘ub;; azm.
o you ‘Jurgied off all thofe umanfwerable Ar,
: WIM sbis Prathice, that I gave you from g
Baxger. (p. 94) .. C

D."». ‘M. Basteris well ‘knbwn'fo have been on

)

the Side of Noncouformity, both by bis Wrirings

and Praflice. ' He Mos written largely agaioft many
of thefe véry Things, that I nm'implending.  And
awith what Jullice you fe often draghim into your
Service, I caonot ,ju?e,, without a Sight of. the
-Books you refer to. .

ence upon any Man's' Authority in a Cafe »f

-thisKind': and Dir. Rude obleeyes, * For Mt.Bar-

fer's:Authority, we Jay. Jistle Weightonit; he bath

- hi D‘wmﬁFdar Qpiodons, . which neither Party do
y

‘unanimoufly allow.”. - Busncithér younor Iare fo
proper Judges,whether the Arguments youbro't from
M. Bpster, or whatever other Arguthents you were
: glvcafed to advance, are fully :anfwered, or -net.

e have appealed to another T'ribunal ; and the

ndeed I place but Titrle Con-

. World muft judge beewéen bs. e’ {lptovcd' to
a

you before. fremh 1 -Cor: xiv. that ‘all Weorfhip

. mult be inrelligibly pecform’d. W% mif-poay fo
.3hat pur Enileyfiandings mayn's badnj;:fg w‘:r" 4.
- We-malt gray sith the-Spirs, and the Viarfianding,

ver.
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ver. 15, ~We mult pray p sbat be whe -occopileth
the Place of the snleavned may fay Amen at owr gio-
ing of Thanks ; and underflawd what we [ay, ver-16.
We muft pray fo thas others may be)edﬁ‘z ver. :’7
And can you.pretend that your Werthip is intel-
ligibly performed ?  When' all fpeak togcther,
can any Body. know what.is faid by others?: Can
a Stander-by fay Amen at your giving of Thanks,
when he knows not a Word that’sfpoken ? Can
‘others bé edificd by fach' Serviee, which “they un-

‘derftand noching of ? "How' then will your Ref-

es agree with this Dire®ory, which was pus-
pofely given to regulate our publick Worthip:z” - -

"B % allow all thé Peaple 1o fing iogetbes,” and
waby does nat this make your B oyfbip sumintelligible 3=a .
‘The Plalms'you fing, are Prayers as wellas Priifes;
" and ¥ all the People. may. fing them, it's coreain all
the People may fz them, for finging and [aying are
- but vevo different. Modes of fpeaking. (p: 94,95 ) Yo

D.. How often muft yd{x-bétold, that Praying

and Simging are two very different Parts of publick
Worfhip; 16 be perform’d for differetw; Purpofes,
and in a different Manner, that there is no juft
arguing from the one to the othar -2 Simging does
from it’s very Nature imply an audible lifsing~ vp
sthe Voice ; and they that do not fing: with dn
audible Voice, don't fing at all. Whereas Prayisg
does not abfolutelyimply any more, than the litring
our Hearre and Defiresto God'; and may: be pee-
form'd acceptably without any Voice at atl: - And
the whole Congregation may unite in Prayer, when
‘there is but one Voice heard ; bur none "of. the
Congregation can join in Singing, without united
* Voices as well as Age&ions, To which I may

1

add,

v
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add; that publick Singing is every where exempli-
fied in Scriptuce: as- beiug perform’d with. the- u-
pited- Voices.of the Congregation ; bur we have
not one Example of publick Prayer thus perfarmed.
.You bhave not a Peecept or an Example in the
,whole Bible for yourRetpsafes ; or torthe Pecple’s
.bearing an audible vocal, Part in the publick Pray-

_ers. . = I B PN ' A

et P . . Lo
B ‘The Scriptue divelts 85 to join or. Voices, , nob
“only im Singing, but in faying our. Prayers and -
Praife. . 2 Chron vii. 3. All the Children of Ifra-
el bowed themfelves with.their Faces tathe Ground
upon the Pavement, and worfhipped, and praifed
“the Lord faying, For he is' good, “for. his Merc
.endureth\for cver. “So Afs iv. 24 They all lif
-upitheir: Voices with one Accerd in Prayer.: They
did et fing, but faid,Loord thou art good 8. (p. 96.)

D.i Astothe filt of thefe Texts, i’s onlyan
InRlance of the People’s uniting their Voices in
Singing 3 as, appears from I Chien..xVi. 41, 42.
.whece ‘we find that Heman, Feduthun and others

. were appoiutéd to-lead: the Choir in performiag
this very Secvice ; which was to be pertormed not
.anly - with the united Voices of the Congregation,
«but with Trumpets, and Cymbals, and mufical
Anftruments. . And. the very foregoing Chapter is
-asparticalac Actount-of: a long publick Prayer pro-
-nounced by Solemor, wherein no other of the Con-
"gregation bareany vacal Part at all. - ) that this
1 mAkes nothing to your-Pyrpofe.. ; .
., . The&cond:of thefe Texts,as it is rendred in our
- Tranflation, does: indged feem to favour - your
:Canfe. . But if the Original be viewed, it will be
tound to be af impertinentlv urged as the other
was.. In the Originalit is, They liftedup a f’%ic(:; to
. . ‘ od

L4

.
~ .
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God with one Heart.  The Relative (Zbeir) which
gives the. wrong Turn to our Thoughts, is not:found”
1 the Greek Texr; nor has it any Claim.ga fland,
in . the Englith, but from rhe Aurhority, of the
Tranflators . All- that can beprov’d from ohis Text
is, that they were heartily unired in.their Addre(s
§ 1o God: butthere isnot. a Word of their, ufing .
united Voices in their. niaking thac Addrefs 5 Nax
,thing of there being more thanone Voice ufed iy
it. Much lefs is there any Thing of ALL lifting
up their Voices, as you are pleafed to_repretknt it,
very  different  both from' che Qriginal ~3nd
our Tratflation.=—Upon the whole, I guen chalr
denge you to find apy Thingin Scripture, like your
ngm[n in- Prayer, ot any fuch unintelligible Me-
“thad of praying to God as- is faund among . you,
-when you all liftup your Voices together. A7 1
- L : : . . ety
.. B. Tkere is no Difficulty in this Matter. A Siran-'
ger, -if ke will but ufe a Booky.or fland mear 1o one whe
does,may veadyor bear intelligibly every Sentence. (p.95.)

-D. The Apoftie direésto the Performance of
this Duty in fuch a Maoner, that he that Occupi-
eth the Room of the unlearned may fay Amen,
-and underftand what you fay ; and be edified with

. your Prayers, 1. Cor xiv. 16, 17. as I cbferved
before. - But how can an unlearned - Perfor that.
can’t read, be helped by your Books to underftapd

« . -what you fay, be edified by ir, or fay Amentojt,
when the unjred Voiges.of the Congregation make
it a confufed and an.uniarelligible Sound 2. .I think
there is noching more certain, than that your Prac-
tice in this'Cafe is directly qppofite to thisDirectory -
of the Apoftle, make what Apologics you cam in
Favour of if. B P o

. L LT B. Bfore
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. 8. Before I conclude, I muft sesurn you my beavty

Taanks for yomr mofi c}aleéﬁ.Puyn ;’:: z in the
Conclufion. ~ You praysbast the Bleffing of many Souls
reatly to perifh may come upon-me, #hat thefe may
Be my Crown and Rejoycing-in the Day of the
Lord Jefos  But bow firangely inconfiflent is this with
the reft of yowr Book, sbat sbresghout veprefents the
B ay that F am leadtug Souls in, as the certain Road
1o FollY =My Worbip you [ay is vain ;- my Doffvine is
Arminiani{m ; and my Difeipline fioneat akl. (p. 105.)

" D.. Tho" T think F have proved,. that all hu-
man: Inventions and Impofitions in the Wortfhip of
God are vain Wafbip; yerl hope 1 bave never
fuid, that all the Worfhip.in theChurch-of Zngland
 ogin Webip. 1never denied, but that-they have
fuch Woerfhip ameng them, as. is not of | buman
Invention. === And tho’ I think the Arminians very
swuch ‘miftaken in ‘the five Points debared between
them and us; y&t I never determined their Doc-
trires.to be fo fubverfive. of the Fundamenrals of
Chriflianity, as to render an Armminiaw uncapable
_of Savation. But hewéver,l 'may apply here what
Mr. Cvillimgaorth-fays toncerning the Pogglb Er-
sors § ¢ The holding thefe Errors, though it did
wor- sert, migihe yet ocsaffom Damnation.~= “ The’
3 gody Man might be faved whb. thefe Errors ;
yet By ‘means of them many are madeé wiciows, and
fo damned : By them,'1 fay, though not for
them, !¢ Befides, though the Matser of anErtor
wmay be only fomerhing profitable, " not eceffary,
yet ile Neglt# of it may ‘be a damnable Sin. ‘ememm
“LaRly, the erring from fome proftable, tho® Iffer
Troth, may difpofe. a Man to Efret in greatcr
Mareers, - . e e P B

As1 faid before, fo I again fay, that there may
be fuch of cach Purty, that are Fcllow-Memberfs
7 <t B . o

-



B e T

‘Love and Peace, and not fall out by the W l;x]
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of the myfical Body of Chtift, who fhould live i

; for
they are Bretbren. We agree in the Profeflion of
ong Lovd, one Fuith, and one Baptifm ; tho’ we don’t
agree in one Ritual, and one Form of Worfhip
and Difcipline. I can’t but think, that in the de-
bated Points you are muchin the wrong : bur I
don’t: charge you with damnable Herefies, or funda-
mental Errors. I dare not limit the Mercies of
God to any Party, fince we are all liable to Mif=
take and Error, while cloathed with Mortality. I
hope fuch a Spirit of* Bigotry will yet be confined
to it’s ancient Limits; and remaia the Peculiarity
of High Church. Let ther, if they pleafe, damn
all the Proteftant Churches, but themfelves. Let

"them determine concerning all who want their

Form of Epifcopacy, that they have no Miniftry,
no Ordinances, nor ordinary Means of Salvation ;
and muft at beft be left to the uncovenanted Mer-
cies of God. == Bur I, for my Part, will not only

“wifh, but hope well, as to all thofe of eyery Party,

that appear t0 love our Lord Fefus Chrifi in Sincerity ;
tho' fhould think them miffaken in many Partica-
lars. And from rhis charitable Sentiment of you,
Sir, I yct pray for a Biefling on your Perfon and
Labours ; and hope to meer you, where there will
be a happy Confow and Agrecment, in dmtbems

. and Hall. lujahs, to Him that fits on the Throne and

to the Lamb for ever and ever.

F I NI S
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