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2 A SERMON

of men. Allpower (fays he ) is given unto e
in heaven andin earth : Go ze therefore and teach
cll nasions, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-

ther, and of the Son, and of the boly Ghoft ; teaching
them 1o obferve all tbmg: whatfoever i have com-

manded you.

This was not atemporary 1afticution, calcu-
lated for the firft days of the gofpel, nor dth“n d
to expire with the apoftolic age, but was ap-
pointed for the fervice of the church in all
ages, and intended to continue to the {econd
coming of the Son of Man. Therefore Chrift
prcmx(cs bis prefence, not only with the apoftles,
but with their fucceflors ro ke end of the world :
and St. Pax! tells us, that the werk of the mini-
(‘"\ 1s infticuced for the perfecting of tke [aints, far
ihe edifying the body of Chiiff, till we all come in
s umity of the feith and of the kmowledge of the

\on of God, unto aperﬁ:c‘i man, unto the meafure cf
tue Stature m‘ the fulm’,; a_/ Cbrzjf

And as the Gofpel-Miniftry was defign’d by
Clirift ro be a ftanding ordinance i the church
10 1t 1s of the higheft confequence, that this
office be beftowed upon fuitabie perfons. The
defign ot 1t’s nftirurion, the henour of God and
the welfare of immorcal {ouls, loudly requires
that thofe who are invefted with this important
charaéter, be in fome meafure qualified for the
facred tru(t and faithful 1n the difcharge of it.
Hence that folemn charge of St. Paul to Ttmat/)]

to commit tbo/e things to faithful men, who [hall be
able to raach omv.s And 1c1s the commcndauon

of Epdvbra; 1n our texe, that he was afa:tbful 715~

witer of Chriff. This 1s what 1 dehgn fc{n‘! thé
ubje



at an Ordination. 3
fubje@ of my prefent diicourfe : And 1 fhall
proceed in the following method,

Firft, T fhall enquire what is implyed in this
faithfulne[s.

Secondlv, Confider what obligations the mini-
{tecs ot the gofpel are under to be faichful.

Firg, 1 am to enquire what is implied 1n
this faithfulnefs.  And I fhall obferve here,

1. It implies, That they emgage in this work
from a principle of holy zeal for the glory ¢f God, and
an carneft defire to promote the [alvation of men.

Bafe and felfifh ends will corrupe their facred
charaiter, and defile and blemith their moft com-
mendable performances. If the Minifters of
Chrift are under the governing influence of a
proud and ambitious fpirit, or take upon them
that holy calling, only as a trade to fupport them
in eafe and plenty, it is greatly to be feared that
they will calculate their dcérine for their In-
tereft, and debafe the purity of the gofpel to
fuit the taft of a vitious and degenerate age. If
religion is 1n fathion, and a zealcus profeffion is
the way to honour and efteem, then they will
warmly defend rbe faith once delivered to the faints,
and loudly declaim againit the prevailing fins of
the times; but on the contrary, if the intereft
of Chrift 1s under an apparent cloud, and their
zeal will expofe them to fuftering and contempt ;
then, they will be 1n infinite danger of making
fhipwreck of faith and agood confcience, and
fordidly complying with the fathionable do@rines
and maaners of the day. Thus their fidelity will

be corrupted, the edge of their zeal abated, and
their
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their facred chara&er proftituted, to ferve the
moft bafe and unworthy defigns.

1c is therefore of the greateft importance that
the embafladors of Chriit be not under the pre-
vailing influence of fordid and {ecular views,
but be infpired with pure and upright intentions.
A tender rezard for the glory of God and the
falvation of fouls, muft animate their breafts,and
influence every part cf their minifterial condu& :
This will keep them fteady to their duty 1n times
of the greateft difficulty and trial, and preferve
them from thofe dangerous apoftacys wiuch
wou ! be a reproach to their chara&er, and hin-
der the fuccefs of theit miniftry : This wtll en-
gage them to ufe the moft fuccefsful methods to
promote the kingdom of Chrift inthe World, and
bear them up sbove all the difficultics and dil-
couragements that attend the faithful difcharge
of their duty : This wili make them wiliing ro
fpend and be [pent 1n their malter’s {crvice, and
think noching too hard to be endured, nothing
too dear to ke parced with, if chey may culfil the
miniftey they have receivid, fave the fouls of
cheiwr hearers, and advance tie kingdom of the
great redeemer.

2. Faithfulne(s implies, that they be men of good
underftandings, and have (ufficient abilities to qualify
them for the work ro which they are appointed.

Under the Law the Prieffs lips were to preferve
knowledge and the peopls were commanded to r.quire
the Law at their Mourhs 5 and this is equally ne-
ceflary for every minifter of the golpel, that
would not vea difgrace to his profeflion,and ren-

der the ofterings of cheLord contemptible: Thetr
breafls
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f . . - A
beafts muaft be arich treafure of utful know-
l’l:dgc, that they may bring jorth things mew and
0ld,

They muft be acquainted with every part of
their duty, that they may beable 1o {peak a word
in feafon,fuited to the various exiger.cies of their
people, The apoftles indeed, the aift minifters
of the gofpel church, were men of a mean and
unpelifhed education, unacquainted with human
learning ; but then they were nuraculoutly qua-
lified for their work, by the immediate :ilumina-
tions of the Spirtt : but now we have no extra-
crdinary revelation to expedt, nor miraculcus in-
fufion to depend upon ; and fo muft {cek after a
{urcable degree of knowledee 1n the ordinary me-
thods of education, by the blefling of Ged upon
our painful and laboricus ftudies ; without this
a man may bear the characer of a minifter, but
will certainly wan: a neceflary qualification of

his ofhice.

We are fent on this important errand, 1o open
the eyes of the blind ; to turn men from darknefs to
lizht, and from the power of [iten wmto Ged 1 and
what heavenly wifdom is required, fuccefsfully
to manage this glorious defign, and fave the fin-
ner from the jaws of eternal deftruction ¢

What {acred skill is neceflary to inftru& the
ignorant, to awaken the fecure, to exhort the
negligent, to ftrengthen the weak, and to build
up the {aints in faich & holine(s ¢ What prudence
and difcretion are wanting to ftop the mouths
of gainfayers, and powerfully to op »fe the pre-

vailing errors of the day ¢ A {mull degree of
B lcarning
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feirning 1s certamiv mmiufficient to anfwer thefe
ereas and excelient ends T What then can be ex-
pret-d, but chac rgnoarane teachers will caule
teelr people to err rem the way of truth, and
icrd chem 1\“» the by-paihs of error and d--

(31 Liche biind lead the biind,both are in & -

oo ot lalling 1nto the Pic of everlalting darkne
and deitruction.

Fidelity requires. 7hattley kecp clofe totheir
fmelmfr,mz‘zmzr and deliver e ﬂz/)ch, Counfel of
God to their Pesple.

They receive cheir commiffion fromChrift,and
are to go forth 1n his namzXauchority ; to pub-
I:th the doctrines he hastevealed and the Duties
that he has enjoind, wich the greatelt plainnefs
and evidence, without any nuxture of ctheir
own inventions. They ave to preach the truth as
it is in Je¢/usy, without any corruption and decert,
and try all “their doctrines by the unalterable
ftandacd of God’s word. 'This is the tenour of
thelr com: mifi1on N u) 11/ C ‘;Zv ol f\fzf‘z'o/zc thcl)r"'w
theim to obferve all things that 1 hrue cozrmamlerl you.
This 15 the commandnient they “ave received
and are bound mviolably to o'n(:}, If arny man
fooak, let him [Lerk as becomses th: Oracles of God,
Y P .4 11. And when men deliver their own
tond imagmations 1nitead of che pure & genuine
d )C”t. inesof thegoipel,and:mpofe upon their hear-
5 the fallible dictates of men,in the room ofthe
anring counfels of heaven, the ey betray cherr
.coed erufty debale the purity of the gofpel, and
soen awide door to themolt dangerous errors:
Tios has baea the unhappy oce:fior of thofe
nuaserels oftences and feandals by which the

coory of our profetlion has been {tain’d the peace
of

e
i
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of the chriftian church difturb'd,and the heritage
of the Lord expofed to the rage of infulting ty-
rants : This has laid the foundation of that un-
charitable heat and fury which has divided the
followers of the meek and peaceable Fefus, 1nio
innumerable {e&s and opinions, and confumed
that peace and charity which 1s {o {uiétly en-
jor’d upon us 1 the gofpel, and made the dif-
tungutfhing badge of the duciples cf Chrile.

And as the minifcers of Chrift,are to keep clofe
to their commifiton, and make no alteration 1n
the do&rines of the gofpel fo they muft keep back
nothing that 1s profitable for their people, nor
fhun to declare the whole counfel of God.

The Tcriptures are the magazine from whence
they muft derive all their fupplys, andthey con-
tain every thing thac s proper to be 1nculcated
upon their hearers ; They areprofitable for doclrine,
for reproof for corvelion,for infirultion in vighteoufnefs
that the man of God may be perfelt, and therowly fur-
#ifl’d unto every good work. ‘Therr great and com-
patlionable defign 1s to infrrudt an ignorant world
in their duty and happinefs; to recover aioft
world from the depth of mifery into which their
1niquitics have plunged them, and to advance
rhem to that heighth of happinels & glory which
the merits of Chrift have purchafed {or thofe thac
by faith receive him.  Toattain this blefled and
defirable end, We mulc inform our hearers of the
cutlty and difcrefled eftate of man by nature,
having forfeited the favour of God which was
our only happinefs, loft the divine image which
was our difunguifhing glory, and beceme heirs
of eternal deftru@ion and mifery.  We mulft re-

B2 prefent
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srefent unto them the univerfal depravation and
diforder, which has invaded the nature of man
fince the firtt grand apoftacy, by which we are
di-ualifizd for the fervice ot God, ihe beunte-
Cus auchor ol our beings, and are become the
Loves of Saran our bizrerand malicicus adverfary.
Ve i’ unfeld unto them the aftonifhing won-
Goos Cf ;:;1,\.’ niae love, m which all the per-
fC‘CCC:iPﬂa cf (e Deiry appear in the moft beau-
tiul ,1“1;1‘:;‘*1*:,'/_:3:'.;1 {hine torth 1 therr unclouded
lafire wad glory.  The Lerd Jeofus Chrift mult be
pz:ached unto them as an almughey and cem-
aflionate Saviour, who was cheien and appein-
ted by thelather to be thL ¢ n‘ vapedlator berween
G .d qnd man, and who rait thro’ a ftatc ot obe-
dience, {uffering: and \Mun, that hie might pur-
chafe compleat and eternal redemprion for his
people.  We mull explam the peric&tions of his
nature, the value of his merits, the power of his
grace, ‘the prevaience of his mtercefiion, and the
:\tcnt of his \mtl*u 1ty and gocernment. We
muft deciare vuro tiiem the nasure and 1*pce{ﬁty
of faith, by which we apply the mierics of Chrft
to our own fouls, and fecure atitle to the migh-
ty purchafe ¢t his m\a;Lm < blood. We muft
infift upon the mnab:! y of man, by any power
of nature, to C“‘nm» \"u* che terme of the Gof-
pel, and aflere ehic indiipenfible neceflicy of the
regencrating influences of the fpirie, to qualify
us for the pf"rf'ormanc of any dutv to the di-
vine approba: en .ni acceptance.  The great
duties of the gofpel we muft inculcate with fre-
quznly 2nd nmo.cumq, ond zealcufly contend
that tac dileples ot Chruit mull be careful to main-
gl grcd vl The tmportane uumo of piety
toc Gud,y of ruiticcand cherivy o mer, of fobriety
and
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and temperance with refpeé to our {elves,muft be
the frequent theme of cur difcourfe.

But thefe we are to preach unto our hearers,
not with the air of a pagan moralift, but with
the fpirit and temper of a chriftian miniiter, who
15 to deciare the truth asitisin Fefus. They are
to be infifted upon as injoin’d b) the auchority of
of Chrift ourlord and mafter, to be performed
by the afliftance of his Grace and which only
will be accepted by God when perfum’d with the
incenfe of his merits. In fine, To induce our
hearers toa compliance with the gracious de-
mands,and acceptance of the ineftimableBleflings
of the goipel, we muft creat them not as infenii-
ble machmec and irrat.onal bruits ; but we muit
addrefs them in a way {uited to their rational
powers, and endeavour to inform their under-
ftanding, to awaken their conicience, and draw
them to their duty, by the cords of a man and
the bands of love. To this end, we muft bran-
difh the terrors of God’s wrath, to alarm the fe-
cure and impenitent ; and difplay the wonders of
his Love, to encourage the weary and heavy
laden iinners : We muft uncover the meuth of
the bottomlels pic, and give them an aficéting
view of the amazing agontes & rorments which
are prepared for the generation of the wicked :
We muft {ec before them the excellencies & glories
of the heavenly world, and defcribe thofc¢ mefta<
joys & pleafures which are referv’d for the fauh-&
ful fervants of Chrift.  Thus we fhall evidence
our Fidelitv to Chrift, and be able to {ay with
the great Do&or of the Gentiles, I am pure from
the blood of ali men, for I have not jutm d 1o declave
wnto you the whoie counfil of God.

4. Fidc'iy
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4. FldCllty implics, That we ufc unwearied in-

daftry and diligence in the management of cur weighty
Truft.
Ic is a laborious employment we are engaged
in, that vill not allow us to 1ndulge our carnal
eale, and give way to a flothful and indolent {pi-
rit. A faichful mimifter muft preach the word in
feafon and out of {eafon, reprove the wicked,
ftir up the negligent, comfort the diiconfolate,
firengchen the weak, and reduce the erroneous,
both 1n his publick difcourfes and private appli-
cations to his people. He muft adminifter che
{acraments of the new teftament to the qualified
fubje&ts of thofe {acred mifteries. He muft ex-
ercife an holy dilcipline in the church of Chrift,
that the ordinances of theGofpel may not be pro-
faned by the ignorant and {candalous,

And now, Wao is (ufficient for thefe Things® What
unwearied application and diligence 1s required,
faithfully to difcharge this facred cruft? What
mighty difhiculties have we to conquer ? What fre-
quent difcouragements to break chro’ ? A corrupt
heart, a fubtle devil, and 2 deceitful world, are
1 fworn confederacy to diftrefs and oppofe us -
And 1s not this enough to awaken us out of our
floch,and excite us to unfainting indufiry 1n the
Bufinefs of our Calling ? In what awful and pa-
therrck terms does St. Pas/ charge his beloved
Timehy, (2 Tune 4.1, 2. ) I charge thee before God,
and the Lovd fe/us Coriffywho (hall judge tie quick and
dead, at bis appearing and kingdem : Preach the word,
be inftant in [calou and out ofj%zz[f,n ; repro-ve,i'cbukc,
cxhorty with all long-fuffering and dottrine :  And
acain, Give attendance to reading, to exhortation ; me-
ditate upon thefe ihings 5 give shy [elf wholly to them,
1hat thy profiting may appear unto ally 1°Tim. 4.13.

5. Fidelicy
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5. Fidelity requires, That we adorn our charaéler
ky an snfpotted and exemplary Conver(ation.

A minifter thatis immoral 1n his life, is the
erofleft {candal to his profeflicn, and takes the
moft effe@ual method to harden the prophane,
to flumble the weak, and offend the godly. Tho’
they preach with the zeal of a flaming feraph,
and reprefent the duties of religion 1n their na-
tive excellency and beauty, and recommend :tiie
prac:ce of them to their hearers with the mofc
powerful and perfwafive arguments ; yet if their
converfations are {tained. with any defiling fin,
it will render their moftr excellent difcourfes
abominable to God,and contemptible to the Peo-
ple. The’ they are poflelt of fuperior degrees
of knowlege, and can difcourfe divine things
with the eloquence of an angel, yet without ho-
linefs they are as the {founding brafs and the tink-
ling cymbal. But 1t 1s not enough that the mi-
nifters of Chrift be free from grofs and defi-
ling blemifhes ; but the power of godlinefs,
and the beauty of holinefs, muft fthine forth in
their lives and converfations. They muft be in
all things an example and & pattern of good aworks.
They muft teach their people how to pradice
thofe duties they inculcate upon them by their
own ftri& and holy behaviour: Thofe veriues
and graces they recommend unto others, muft be
livelily exemplified in cheir own condu&. This
1s 2 moft noble and attra@ing method of inferu@-
10n, by which we fhall be ornaments to our cha-
racter, and command the efteem and reverence of
all about us : By this we fhall {top the mouths
of gainfayers, and difappoint the malice and ill-
nature of thofe who feck occafion to revile and

reproach us : By this we fhall effe&ually prefergc
| the
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the reputation of our order, promote the con-
verfion of our hearers, and encreafe the faith,
holinefs and joyof the faints.  Thus we fhall
fhine as lights in the firmament of the church,
while wicked and unholy m:nifters are wandring
trars, for whom 1s referved blacknefs of darknefs

forever.

6. Acomtinnal dependence upon beaven for affift-
ance and [uccefs, enters into the charaéter of a
faithful minifter of Chrift.

Minifters are but weak and feeble 1nftruments,
and can’t by all their power and skill make the
word effectual to the converfion of the finner.
’aul smay plant, and Apollos may water; bur it is
God that muft give the encreafe. Minifters may be
adcrned with diftinguifhing gifts and graces, and
difcharge their duty with facred fidelity and zeal,
yet if left to themielves, they will labour in vain,
ard [pend their [trength for nought. Were we per-
fe& ma‘ters of the arc of perfwafion, could we
explain the myf{teries of the gofpel with the ut-
mo:t clearnefs.and demonf{trate the truth of them
with the brighteft evidence ; yet finners will re-
main obftinate, impenitent and unbelieving, 1if
cur minifirations are not attended with a divine
blefling : But if God be with us, the weakeft in-
{trument fhall become the powerof God, to the
{alvation of fouls. Thisdivine blefling we mult
{ecek with fervent importunity and inceflant di-
licence, andthen we may hope to fave our own
{culs, and the fouls of them that hear us.

1I. Tam now to thew, What obligations the mini-

Srers of the gofpel are under to be {b&f: faifbful. — But
Lhaving in a great meafure anticipated my felf,h by
: whart
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what I have oftered under the forezoing heads,
I fhall here only hint at a few things.

The authority o Chriff, our mafter, requires it.
We are his fervants by che moft awful and folemn
engazements. The bonds of our common chrif-
tiantty, and the peculiar vows that are upon us,
as minifters of Chrift, lay usunder the deepeft
obligations to reverence his authority, and fulfil
the work he has afligned us. The invaluable
and immiortal fouls of men, which were redeemed
by the precious blood of the Son of God, and
are of more worth than all the world befides, are
committed to our truft, and this fhould animaie
us to the greateft fidelity and diligence. — If by
our flothfulnefs and negligence they perifh, their
blood will be required at our hands. This is in
the moft moving manner fet before us, Ezek. j.
18, 19. When I (ay unto the wicked, Thou [hait furely
diey and thou giveft bim not warning, nor [peakeft to
warn the wicked from his wicked way, to [ave his life,
the [ame wicked man [hall die in bis iniguity ; but
bis blood will I require at thy hands. Yet if thou warn
the wicked, and be turn not from bis wickedne(s, nor
from his wicked way, be [hall die in his iniguity, bus

thow baft delivered ib] [foul.

Again, The love of Chriff fhould conftrain us.
He came down from th= manfions of glory, on
this compaflionate errand, to fave the fouls of
the children of men. And did he efteem them
at {o invaluable aprice, did he undergo {o many
and diftrefling forrows to redeem them from e-
ternal mifery, and fhall we flight and contemn
them ? Where ace our bowels of pity and com- -
paflion ? Where our love to our Lord and Sa-

viour ?
C Further,
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Further, The exa nple of Chrift flionld engags
us to ir, He 1s the great Apoftle of our profeffion,
and went about doing good to the fouls and bodies
of mzn ; He was anointed to preach the gofpel
to the meek, and with aftomihing condefcen-
tion, and amazing diligence, he difcharg’d this
glorious work. He was unwearied 1n his la-
bours, and improved every opportunity, to in-
{tru& and reform thofe with whom he convers’d.
It was his meat and drink, the joy & refrefhment
of his foul, to do the will of his heavenly Father,
and promote the falvation of men. His example
then fhould roufe us out of our floth, and awa-
ken us, to the mceft indefatigable zeal and dili-
gence : for his example 1s fer before us for our
pattern, and we are obliged to a faichful and
exaé imitation.

Finally, The awful account we bave to give upin
the day of judgment, is a powerful argument, to
periwade us to faithfulnels. We watch for (ouls,
as thofe that muft give am account : And muft exther
receive a vaft and diftinguithing reward, or un-
dergo a fevere and aggravated punifhment; This
tho't fhould forever dwell in our minds, and be
the matter of our frequent and folemn meditati-
on. This alone may fupport us, under all the
difficulties and dilcouragements we meet with,
and keep us from giving way to a carelefs and
indolenc {piric. This fhould engage us, to cry
aloud and not fpare, to preclaim life and death,
happinefs and mifery, to our people, in the moft
{olemn and afte¢ting language. This fhould ex-
cite us to reprove, exhort, and befeech, as thofe
who are in earneft to fave the fouls of our pec-
ple, and free our felves from the guile of their
blood ; To feed the flock of Gody which is among sy

_ IR B king
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saking the overfight thereof, not by confiraint, but wil-
lingly, not for jilthy lucre, but of a ready mind ; that
Jo when the chief (hepberd fhall appear, we may receive
o crown of glory, that fadeth not away.

The APPLICATION of my difcourfe
remains. And here,

1. This fhews the greatnefs of the minifterial
work, and our neceflary dependance upon the prefence of
Chrift, to enable us to difcharge it aright,

How important is the charaéter of an embal-
fador of Chrift; who is to carry on a treaty of
peace between the infiniteMajefty of heaven,and
his gutley and rebellious creatures ; who is to
publifh the gofpel to the world, which will be
cither a {avour of death unto death, or a favcur
of life unto life, to thofe that hear 1t! What a-
bility and wifdom is neceffary, to reprefent the
everlafting counfels of heaven, and explain the
wondrous methods of divine grace, for the fal-
vation of a guilty world > What prudence ? What
skill * What diligence 1s requifite, to {peak of
thofe momentous affairs, with that perfpicuity
and clearnefs, wich that earneftnefs and impor-
tunity, with that zeal for the glory of God, and
compaffion for the fouls of men,which the weight
and importance of our meflage demands > How
jultly might che beft of men give way to defpon-
ding thoughts, and fink under their numberlefs
difcouragements, were not the power of Chrift
engag'd for our affiftance and {upport ? ‘This
may ftrengthen us under the greateft difficulties,
and infpire us with undaunted courage, in the
midft of the moft affrighting dangers. The great
head of the church has aflured every faithful
minifter,that his grace fhall be fufficient for himd;

C2 ar
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and has given us this gracious promife, Lo, I am
with you always to the cnd of the world.

2. This fhews the minifters of Chrift, with
swhat care and caution they [(honld proceed, in [epara-
ving ochers to the [ucred office.

None are to be inveited with this facred cha-
racter, but thofe, who are faithful men, able toteach
e¢thers. | am {enfible the neceflities of the church
are great,& weaker gifts may be ufeful,when they
refide 1nagracious heart ; and we cannot expeét
that all the ftars of the church fhould be ofthe firft
magnitude, and {hine with the fame degrees of
brightnefs and beauty : but a competent meafure
of knowledge, an earneft defire to fave {ouls, and
a virtuous and unblameable converfation, are 1n-
difpenfable qualifications, of all that are {et apart
to the muntftry of the gofpel; without which,
we fhall expofe our prefeflion to contempt, and
hinder the fuccefs of the gofpel. Hence we
have that folemn exhortation to Timothy, 1 Tim,
§. 22. Lay bands (uddenly o no man, neither be thow

partaker of other mens fins : keep thy [elf pure.

3. This inftru&s us, with what difpofitions of
foul the caondidates for the [acred miniftry (hould en-
ter upon that important work.

- They muft not be influenced, by the bafe and
unworthy motives, of worldly 1ntereft, honour,
and applaufe ; bur be animated with a noble
zeal for the kingdom ofChiift, & agenerous con-
cern to promote the welfare of men ; they muft
not {eex to be put into the priefts off-ce 1hat they may
eat a picce of bread, or obtan the preheminence
above their brethren 3 but entertain adeep {enfe,
ofthe importance of chat work they are engaging
in, of their unfitnefs for 1o great a charge, anci] of

' | that
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that account they muft give up of their fidelity
and diligence, to their mafter and judge. They
fhould therefore be indefatigable in their ftudies,
inceflanrt in their prayers,and exemplary 1n their
behaviour, that they may be qualificd for the {a-
cred cruft, and become workmen that need not

be afthamed.

4. Let what we have heard, be particularly
applied, with the higheft affe@¢ion and regard,
to my reverend Brother, who is now to be {et apart
to the {ervice of the gofpel.

We adore the great head of the church, who
has called you to theminiftry of his Gofpel, and
adorn’d you (as we truft) with fuicable qualifi-
cations for this holy calling. Be exhorted, to
1ncreafe the gift that is in you, by diligent ftudy,
and fervent prayer, that jou may be ffrong in the
grace that is in Chrift ; and that your profiting
may appear unto all. Make it your bufinefs to
{fpread the faving knowledge of the blefled Jefus
1n the world, that thofe who fit in dar nefs, and
in the region of the fhadow of death, may be en-
lighktned with the do&rine of Chrift, and brought
to the acknowledgment of the truth. Earneftly
contend for the faith, once delivered tc the (aints, and
in meeknefs inftrucf thofe that oppofe themfelves, if
peraduventure they may be recovered from the [nares of
the deffroyer. Deliver to your people, the whale
counfel of God’s law, without partial ty or pre-
judice, Inculcate upon them, the do&rines and
duties of the gofpel, in your public difcourfes,
and private inftru&ions. Teach them by the
prevailing charms of a pure and fhining example,
that you may addrefs them in the language of
the divine apoftle ; Be ye follocvers of me, as I am

#i[0 of Chrift. Labour after a deep fenie of reli-
gion
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gion upon your own foul, that the honour of
Chrift, and the good of {ouls, may inflame your
heart, fire your zeal, and animate all your per-
formances. Ende.vour with an holy violence,
to pluck finners as brands out of the fire; ufe
the moft earneft follicitations, to perfwade them
to come to Chrift, and accept of the faving mer-
cies of the golpel. ] et no difhculeies difcourage
you, no dangers affright you, from the faithtul
difcharge of ycur duty ; but imitate the zeal and
courage of St Pcul who could fay; Noeme of thefe
thing« move me, neither count 1 my life dear to my [elf,
foshat I may finifh my courfe with joy, and the mini-
Srry which I bave received of the Lord. Thus you
mav be aflured of the prefent apprcbation of
Chnft, and the future reward of eternal glory.

5. 1 fhall finifh my difcourfe, with an earneft
periwafive to the pecple, to blefs God fur their
taithful minifters, and encourage them in therr
laboricus work.

It 1s an efte& of admirable grace, tha: he hath
not {ent meflengers of wrath, to execute his ven-
geance upon a guilty world ; but heralds of peace,
to proclaim the joyful news of a faviour. It is
an inftance of wonderful condefcention, ihac he
has appointed, for this blefled work, not the
fpotlefs angels of light ; whofe appearance would
{furprize and confound us ; but men of the fame
nature with our felves, form’d out of she clay, whofe
terrors will mot miake us afraid. Thele are the pre-
cious gifes of our afcended Lord, and fhould be
hiehly efteem’d and reverenc'd for their work’s
fake.  As their charge is great, their ftation dif-
ficuit, and their temptations many, they deferve
your compaffion, affiftance, and prayers. Be

tender of their credit and reputation ; and fup-
- port
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port them 1n the exercife of their juft authority.
Be not forward to cenfure their condu&,in mat-
ters of trifling and inconfiderable moment. Co-
ver their unallowed failings with a2 mantle of
love ; for awe are men of like paffions with your
felves, and are {ubje& to the commeon frailties,
and infirmities of human nature.

But above all, afliit and encourage them by
attending upon their miniftry, with meek and
teachable frames of fpirit. Receive the word of
truth 1nto humble and obedient hearts ; and live
according to the {acred rules of the gofpel, that
{o you may be their joy and crown, in the great
day of the Lord : When thofe that wifely im-
prove the means of grace, fhal (hine as the bright-
nefs of the firmament, and the faithful minifers of
Chrift 55 she fars for ever and ever.

4 M E N
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Briet DISCOURSE

Upon the Divine Appeintment of the GO SPL L
MINISTRY, and the Methods of its Convey-

a_nce, tbro’ t/Je _fucceﬁzz'e Age; of tbe C/Jurc/). DC-
liver’d at the Ordination of the Reverend

Mr. Wilmot.

(= (@AY S the Minifiry of Reccnciliation 1s an Af-
oL ‘éj’“?* fair of everlafting 1mportance to the
Q,EQ A @ Souls of Men, fo it 1s of high Con-

o7 cernment beth to thofe who are de-
@@@) dicated to this Service, ar1 to thofe

unto whom they come in the Name of the Lord,
that they have a regular Call to and Entrance up-
on this Work ; that they have their Miflion and
Commiflion fromHim whom they reprefent, and
in whofe Name they a& : for bow fhallthey preach,
except they be fenr 2 1 have therefore thought that
1t would be an Undertaking not unacceptable to
my Hearers, nor difagreable to the prefent Oc-
cafion, to confider bricfly whence we derive our
minifterial Charaéer, by what Authority we a&
1n 1t,and by what Methods it is to be fucceflively
propagated in the Church of Chrift. In Order
to this 1t 1s neceflary, that we firft recur to the
grand Commiffion given by our blefled Saviour
after his Refurre@ion and immediately before
his Alcenfion into Heaven. s the Farher bath

[emt
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fent me, [ofend Iien *. All Powcr 15 zivem uxto
me in Heaven and Earth, Go ye toerefore and difcipie
all Nations, Laptizivg them in the Name of the I'a-
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Gbi#; reachng
them to objerve all things whatvevor 1 hive conrriaan-
ded yor. T. ‘This 1s the originai Source of ail
minifterial Authority : and this Commifiion was
not appropriated or himited to the Perfons of the
twelve poftles only : but extended to a continu d
Succefion of the Mimftry to the End of Time;
as appears from the gracious Premile annexed to
it, Lo, I am with you always, even unto the Exd of
the World. For this End, our glorious Redee-
mer afcended on bigh, to lead Captivity Captive, and
to give Gifts unto Men, 1o give [ome Apoftles, and
fome Prophets, and [ome Evangelifts, and (¢cme Pafters
and Teachers for the perfeéting of theSaints, for theWork
of theMiniftry, for 1he edifying the Rody of Chrift till we
all come in theUnity of the Faith, and of the kmoxw-l dge
of 1beSon of God, unto a perfelt Man, unto the Mealure
of the Stature of the Fulnefs of Chriff.|l. By which it
is moft apparent, that a perpetual fucceflive Mi-
niftry was appointed by our blefled Lord ; and
authorized by his Commiflion to the Apoftles.
He has infticuted and promifed,not only sp: fFles,
Frophets and Evangeliffs, who were extraordinary
Ofhcers fuited to cheExigencies of thelnfantState
of the Church ; but Paffors and Teachers for the
Waerk of the Miniffry, till the Confummation of all

Things.

The great Queltion here is, How this Succefficn
aas ¥6 be propagated, by Virtue of this Commiljion to

el

* John xx. ar. + Matth. xxviii. 18, 19, 10. | Eph.
iv. 8, 14, 12, 13.
D the
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be twdwve Apoftles 2 It may be obje&ted by fome,
t they were by Virtue of that vefted with apof-
tuitck Power and Anthority, hcw canotlers pre-
tend o the {acred Chara&er from this Commif-
fiun, who have #cClila to the {ame extended Poswers
with tiie zpefles) nor have derived their Autho-
tity frcm fych as have this spatolick Power 2

In order to cbviate this Obje&ion, it muft be
cblerv'd, that the Apoftles were confidered in a
t2:0-fo!d Charaéter, either as ordindyy, or as extra-
eréinary Minifters of the Gofpel. In the former
Charad&er they were authorized by this Commif-
ficn ; as are hikewife all their lawful Succeflors
in the Gofpel Miniftry. But in their extraordi-
nary Capacity, they were immediately qualified
for their Work, by the Baptifm of the Holy Ghoft
and his miraculous Gifts, in 2 moft furprizing
Manzer cenferred on them, upon the Day of
Pestcesft.- Yor which Reafon, they were not al-
lowed to enter upon the Exercife of this their
extracrdmary Mimiftey, until they had firft re-
corved thele miraculous Qualifications for it.
#uhad (tays our biefled Lord to them) I fend the
fiwsil e 6f way Puther upon yow : but tarry ye in the City
uem, zii! ye be endued with Power from on
A58 XXV, 4G, — And (our Lord Jefus
U) viizg affimblied together with them, comman-
5 7 that ihey (hewld not depart from Jerufalem ;
viic for the Fromije of the Fathery, which ({aith
e wove beard of mie. Bat ye hall receivePower af-

7t tihe Holy Ghoff 3¢ come upon you : and ve [hall
oe 1tz fils vuto me in Jerufalem, and in all Judea,
and uiio the uttermoff Parts of theEarth. A&s 1. 4. 8.
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There was the laft Necefiity, that the Apofles
(as fuch) {liculd be endued with thefe miracu-
’ lous
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lous Gifts and Qualifications : that {o they might
not only be ficted to converfe with the feveral
Nations, among whom they were fent, in their
own Languages ; and thereby propagace the Gof-
pel of Chrift among them : but that they might
alfo be able by their miraculons Operations, to fet
the Seal of Heaven to the Doffrines they tauglt ;
and remove the rooted Prejudices both of Fews
and Gentiles againft this new Difpenfation, by
bringing the ftrongeft and clearef: Evidences to
the chriftian Infticucion, chat caa poffibly be of-
fered or received in any Cafe whatfoever.

It might alfo be obferv’d, that the Apoftles (as
fuch) were fent forth to e Witneffes of the Death
and Refurre&ion of Chrift, which were the great
Fa&s upon which the Truth of Chriftianity did
eminently depend. And as it 1s neceflary that
Witnefles be able to teftify to a Truth from their
own Knowledge ; fo 1t was a neceflary Qualifi-
cation of an Apoftle, that he had feen Fefus after
his Refurre&ion ; and might thereby be'a good
Evidence, that be bad declared him[elf to be the Son
of God with Power, by bis Re[urreCtion from the dead.
Upon this Account, it was required as a necefla-
ry Qualification in him that {fupply’d theVacancy
made by the Treafon of Fudas, that he bz one
15at bad companied with the Apoftles, all the Time that
the Lord Fefus went in and ous among them, beginning
at the Baptifm of John, unto the (ameDay that he was
taken up from them: in order that he might be a4 1it-
nefs with them, of bis Refurrettion. *. And upon
this Account, the Apoftle Pas! had an extraordi-
nary Vifion of Chrift after his Refurre&ion and

o~ witum et

e
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Afcenfion 5 not only in his Journey to Damajzus,
but by being caught up vo the third Heivens, where
his Sigh: of Chriit was more immediate; and he
(asa Witnefs of his Kelurre&ion) could fay,Laf?
of all he wras feen of me alfo, as -one born (to the apo-
ftolick QOificz) oat of due Time. 1. And could
cha:leriye his Oppolers in this Language, Am
ot 1 an Apotle? Have I not [en Fefus Chriit our
Lori d 0,

fna Word, our Lord J:fus Chrift never de-
miaded an Affent to the chritian Inftitution
withoue the fulleit Evidence to the Truchs con-
tained 1n 1t, that any Caufc can poflibly ad-
mit of, e therefore qualified his Apoftles, by
theGitr of Tongues to travel chrough theWorld,
and converle wich all Nactons 1n their own Lan-
ouages ; by having fcen Chnft after his Refur-
reion, to be Witneiles that he was rifen from
the dead *; and by their miraculous Powers, to
eriumph over ail Infidelity, and ungainfayably
convince the World,chac their Do&rine was from
God and approved by him. From all which it
evidently appears, that the apoftolick Office
(ftrié&ly {peaking) expired with the Perfons of
the Apoftles ; and that there can be no juft Pre-
tence to it, by any that want thefeextraordinary
Quali.ﬁcations. Whoever claim this Chara&er,
muit juftity their Claim, by being able to witnefs,
that they have feen Chrift perfonally fince his
Refurrection from the dead ; by having the Gift
of Ton:ues, of Prophecy, and the various mira-
culous Operations that were perform’d by the

+ 1 Coroxv. 8, 11. || tCor.ix. 1. * See to this Purpofe
Luks xxiv. 8. A7: 1. 8, 22, AFsil. 32, Abs x. 39,
42, And Cap. v. 32, exris msliis aliis,

Apofcles



andthe Method of its Comveyance, 2§

Apcftles in Confirmation of their Doé&rine ; and
by having an immediate Call to travel thro’ the
World for to propagate the Gofpe! of Chrift a-
mong infidel Nations ; and to confirm 1t by this
Appeal to the World, We are bis Witne[les of thefe
Things, and [0 is alfo the Holy Ghoft, whom God bach
given to them that obey him *.  But where theje
Qualifications are wanting, all Pretences to the
apoftolick Character are vain and trifling.

From thefe Confiderations it is manifeft, that
the fanding Gofpel-Miniftry 1s a Succeflion to
the Apoftles in their ordinary Capacity only ;
and that cvery Minifter of Chrift does receive
his Authority from the Commiffion that was given
co them. There 1s therefore no Room to claim
a Superiority of Order among the Miniftry, on
Account of the Apoftles Superiority to others in
the Infant-State of the Church ; fince this Supe-
riority did not belong to them in their ordinary
Capacity, nor by Virtue of cthisgeneral Commuf-
fion, by which all the Minifters of Chrift are au-
thorifed to their facred Truft. The Apottles, as
ordinary Minifters of the Gofpel, never claim a-
ny higher Chara&ter than that of Presbyters ; and
by that Charaéer they feem to take Pleafure in
diftinguifhing themfelves, as if by that Means
they would on Purpofe anticipate all Pretences
to Preheminence among the Miniftry, by Virtue
ot aSucceflion from them. [.  And, I think, there
1s nothing more evident, than that the (2me Com-
miffion muft give the (ame Powers to all that are
directly and properly authorized by it ; and
confequentiy that both the Apoftles in their or-

| o

L AG5v 32, || See s Per,y, g, 2Fbm 1. 3 Jobn 1.
dinary
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dinary Capacity, and all other Minifters of the
Gofpel, nnft be in all Relpe@s co-ordisate; and
all of them vefted with all the fame Powcrc fince
they are all authorized by the very fame Com-
mzﬂ”on3 if they have any Authority at all. In-
fomuch that I know not how a fuserior Order 1n
the Gofpel-Miniftry can be eftabiifhed upon any
Scripture-Foundation ; or indeed defended by a-
ny plaufible Arouments Such a Succeflion fecms
rather derived from Diotrepbes, than from the 4-
poftles. — Having thus thewn you the Founda-
tion of che facred Chara&er; and made it evi-
deng, thac 1t 1s by our Lord’s Appomtme']t to be
{uccefiive through all the Ages of the Church :

I {hall proceed to confider

In what Way the Succeflion 1s to be propagated,
and this Order of Men continued for the #ork 5f

tbeMiniftry, and for the edifying of theBody of Cbrzjh

Q

And I muft here oblerve to you, that I can
find from the Scripture-Account of this Matter,
no other Docr by which any ever did, or ever
could, regularly enter upon this Work among
the Gcr*tz,u bat oy Fafting and Prayer, with the Im-
pofizion of the Hands of the Pressyrery, where fuch an
Ordinatien to the Miniftry conld be ¢blain'd =
It 15 true indeed, that among the Fews and their
Profelytes (nuch as Cornelivs and (,ompan y) the
extraordinary Gifrs of the Holy (‘hoﬁ and an
immediate Call from Heav en, thefe alone were
look’d upon ac fufficient Qualmca sons to the A-
poﬁl& and their'cllow-Labourers, to adminiter
all the Ordinances of the Gefpel.  Buiwhen the
Gentile Cherches came to be ¢ ervaffed upon the Few-
ifh Stock the Holy Gheot was pleafed to appomt a

mediate Way for propagating'theG o(pel-Mmer:
and
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and to inftitute Ordination by a Presbytery, as the
ftanding Method of feparating Men v this im-
portant Truft, through all fucceflive Ages of the

Church,

Accordingly, when the Apoftles Paul and Bar-
nabas were fent forth among the Gestiles, the Hoa
ly Ghoft commanded, that they fhould in thisi¥ay
be feparated unto the Exercife of their Miniftry
1n the Gentile World, Aéfs xiit. 1,2, 3. Thefe
were Apoftles before ; and as fuch had the extra-
ordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, and an imme-
diate Miffion from Heaven. *. But when they

o upon this {pecial Service of the Gentile Mini-
try, they muft enter upon it through the ordi-
nary Door of Ordination, and thereby be a Patters
to ail chat fucceed them 1in the minifterialCharge.
— In like Manner they themfelves alfo fepara-
ted others to the Overfight of the feveral Chur-
ches, where they came : Aés X1v. 23. And when
they bad ordained them Llders in every Church, and
had prayed with Fafting, they commended them to
the Lord, on whem they believed, Ia the fame Man-
ner was Timorhy {eparated to the Exercife of the
Gofpel-Miniftry ; 1 Tim. iv. 14, Neglelf not the
Gift that is in thee, which w as given thee by Prophecy,
with the laying on of the Hands of the Preshytery. o
In the fame Manner likewife was Timothy requi-
red to commit the Exercife of che Miniftry zo ather
faithful Men, wwho fhould be able to teach others alfo,
2 Tim. 1i. 25 and enjoined the greateft Care and
Caution in fetring them apart to this moft im-
portanit Charge, 1 Tim.v. 22. Lay Hands (udden-
Iy onmo Man ; neither be thou partaker of other Mens

e

IS Gal i1, 15,87 And Chap. ii. 1, 2.
S Sins ;
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Sins ; keep thy [elf pure. —mm. And to the famePur-
polc was Titas left at Crete, that in this Way e-
very chriftian Congregation there might be fur-
nihed with faithful and well qualified Minifters
ot the Gufpel ; T 1. §. For this Caufe left 1 thee
sn Crete, tbat thou (houldff (e in Order the Things
that are wanting, and ordain Elders in every City, as I
kad appointes thee. No Pretenfions thercfore
to a divine Dcfignation and extraordinary Call
to the Miniftry, will jutify thofe Intruders, that
ceme not 1in at this Door, but ¢limb over the
Fold ; fince there 1s no Warrant, no Example in
all the New Teftament, to build thefe Pretences
upon ; no fingle Inftance of any admitted to the
Miniftry among the Gentiles, but 1n this Way of
Ordinatics. Can thefe Pretenders claim a
more immediate Call to the Miniftry, or boaft of
greater Degrees of Infpiratios, than the Apoftles
Paul and Barnabas had ¢ And yet thefe you fee
were fet apart to the Exercife of their Gentile
Miniftry, by human Ordination, at the Command

of the Holy Ghoft.

But I conclude that fome of myHearers will be
readv to enquire, By whom, and To whet End, are
the Mimif:ers of the Gofpel fet apart to their
holy Employment by Ordination ¢

To the firf? of thefe Quef-ions I anfwer, That
the Work o7 Ordin=:ion belongs to any of the or-
dinary Mini‘ters of the Gofpel, as fwch; and is
an infeparable Branch of the minifterial Office.
This appears to me moft evident, by what you
have heard already. If every Minifter of the
Golpel has all thePowers, that were given to the
Apoles in their ordinaryCapacity, by the above=

cited Commifion from our blefled Saviour, ltahcy
ave
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have certainly thePower of Ordination committed
to them. And I think nothing can be more evi-
dent,than that they have al thePowers, or nene of
the Powers, granted by that Commiffion. 1fthe
fermer, they then have no Superiors in Ofhice ;
nor can be exempzed from any Parc ot che mini-
fterial Work. If the larter, they have no Autho-
rity at all ; but are Minifters of the Gofpel, and
not Minifters, at the fame Time : For they muft
derive their Authority from this Commifficn, or
from none at all ; there is no other. This Ar-
gument I have never yet {feen fo much as plaufi-
bly anfwered ; and I belicve never fhall,

And this may receive a further Light, by cons
fidering (in that forecited Epb. iv. 11,12, 15.)
the Enumeration of all that were to ferve for rhe
Werk of the Miniftry, and edifying the Body of Chriff,
till we all come in the Unity of the Faith,&c. and ob-
ferving, that there were no Orders to continue
in the Church, but the ordinary Presbyters, or
as they are there called, Paffors and Teackers: and
confequently, none but thefe to perform any
Parts of the Gofpel-Miniftry, of which Ordina-
tion 1s allowed to be one. 1think I have already
made it evident, that the Apofles (as fuch) had
noSucceflors ; and there is noClaim made by any,
that I know of, to the Charaéter of Prophers or
Ewvangelsfts s there are confequently none left,but
Paltors and Teackers, for a {tanding Miniftry in the
Church : to them therefore, or to mone, docs the
Work of Ordination belong. ---- And we have the
fame View of the Caie from 1. Cor. xi1. 28,

And if we ye further confider this Cafe, we
fhall find, thac all the Ordinations, whereof we have

any Accountin the New Tefament, Were per-.
E form'd
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form’d by Presbyters, as fuch. By thefe were Paul
and Bernabas ordain’d *. By thefe was Timorky
ordain’d |. Such were Timothy and Titus, who
had the Work of Ordination in Charge and fuch
were Payl and Barmabas too, 1n their ordinary
Capacity, by whom we find this Work perform’d.

And let our Adverfaries prove,if they can,that
the Apoftles had any Succeflors in the Apojiolate,
or that Ordination was limited to their extraordi-
nary Charadter. - Let them prove, that being Wit~
neffes of Chrift’s Relurre&ion, or the miraculous
Endowments, which were the diftinguifhing
Qualifications of the Apoftles, were neceflary to
the performing the Work of Ordination. This
muil be prov'd, if an apoffelick Succeflion be main-
tain'd ; although if 1t were prov'd, 1t would de-
{troy their Scheme, as much as ours Let’em
prove, if they can, that the Apoftles 1n their ordi-
nary Charater, were fuperior to Presbyters ; or
that manyRe('pe&s they claim’d aSuperiority to
the ordinary Minifters of the Gofpel, {aving only,
as to their being jirft fent, & unlimired in theExer-
cife of thetr Mxmﬁry, their being Witnefles of
Chrift's Refurre&ion, & the extraordmary Gifts
of theHoly Ghoft, comnntted to,& communicated
by them. Orlet ‘em prove frem Scriprure, that
chere was any Order in the ftanding Miniftry of
the Golipel, fuperior to Presbyters ; or any Impa-

rizy ameng che ordinary M mzﬁcm ofChrift. Bue
if noi.- of thefe Things can be prov’d (asI think
they cannot) we mav boldl) p: oceed, according
to the heqpeure-Patrern; to fet Men apart to
this Work, by the laying on of the Hands of the
Prechytery.

* Aid;s xii 1,8, 3. | 1 Tim. iy, 14.

And
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And now I fhall enter upon the Confideraticn
of the fecond Queftion. 7o what End are the Mi-
nifters of the Gofpel fet apart to their facred Lu-
finefs, by Otdmnation 2

in Anfwer to this I fhall premife, That we
don't pretend to confer the minifterial Power or
Autbority, by Ordination. This belongs to the
Prerogative of the great King of the Church
and 1s derived wholly and {olely from bis Cem-
miffien. “T1s what none but He can pretend to,
who could preface h:s Cecmmiflion to the Gof-
pel-Miniftry wich that Language, AU Power is gi-
wen unto me inHeaven andEartl 5 Go jetberefire, &C.
The Minifters of our Lord Jeius Chrilt re-
ceive thetr Authority immediately freim Him, tho’
they are mediately {et apart to the Exercife of it.
It is Fejus Chritt, that biih committed 1o us the Ai-
niffry of Reconciliation. *. 1t 1s by him, that 1he
Gofp:l is committed to cur Truft ;5 and that we are
put into the Minifiry. 7. And this (by the Way)
may filence the Clamcurs of thofe Pretenders to
Infpiration, who cry out {o tragically againft cur
bumsn M:mftry, and our mediareCall and Mifficn
to the Work ; as well as obviates the Pretences
of thofe, who controvert our min:fterial Autho-
rity, from an imagined want of Pcwer 10 cur Or-
dainers to confer it. For, in anfwer to bceth of
thefe, we claim no Miflion t< e Miniftry, we
pretend to no miniftertal Authority, but oniy
trom Curist, the {ole Head of the Church.

But more direétly to clear tius Point, it muii
be obierv’d, That our Lord Jefus Chrift kas net

_*T_‘WA‘-*

“2Cirv.18. {1 Tm i yg, 13,
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given Commufficn (or rather Licence) to every
bold Pretender, to atiume this awful Truft, with-
cut any regular Call to 1z, or neceiflary Qualifi-
cations for 1t : But he that tzkes this Honour
upon him, muft be ciiicd of G-d (1in a Senfe) as
was Aaren. {t 1s highly requifite; thac there
fhould be fome Fudges of their Call and Qualifi-
cations, who pretend to put their Hands to this
Plough. And who are {o proper Judges in this
Cafe, as they, who are thonfelves {eparated t6 the
Gelpel of Chrift, who by the Blefling of God on
their afliduous Labour and Study  arc furnifhed
for the Work, and who are under the Vows of
the Lord to fulfl it? To the faithful Min:fters
of the Gofpe! therefore has our Lord committed
this Charge that they may be a {acred Inclofure,
to x2ep our unquatifiid Intruders from this mo-
mcntous Empleyment.

Ordination 1s no more than an Inauguran'on, or
{olemninvefizure of thofcPerions who are judg’d
righdy called to and qualihed for this Work,
1it0 the publick Prof fion and Exercifz of the Mi-
niftry.  We fet them apart by Fiffing and Prayer,
thercbv to manifeft our Dependance upun the
Head of ali ipiricual Influences, tor thofe fpecial
Divine Aids,whereby they may be rendred faith-
ful and {uccefstul Mun:fters of Chrift ; anl there-
by 0 ricommend then to the Grace of God, for 1he
Foik adich they have 1o fulfl,

]m‘f?o/:'.'fa.'z of Hands 1n Ordination {feems to be
defigned, partly to point our the particular Perfon
in the Church, whom we thus recommend to the
Divine Bielling, and partly in Conformity to the
ancient NMethod of Benediéfions. 1a both Senfes,
we thereby fuoje& our felves to a divine Infhi-

tution,
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tution, {eparate the Perfon to God’s Service, and
declare our Dependance upon his Prefence and
Blefling, to fucceed the Candidate in the Work
to which he 1s called.

This Impofition of Hands is limited to the Pre/-
bytery ; becaufe, as they are the moit proper and
competent Judges of the Candidate’s Call and
Qualifications, {o to them 1s 1t particularly put in
Truft, to commit thefe Things to faithful Men : as 1
obferved before.

And now can we with too much Zeal con-
demn the Condu& of Thofe, who laying afide
this ordinary Miniftry fo plainly inftituced, pre-
tend to iet up a Miniftry of their own deviiing,
authoriz’d by I know not what extraordinary
Call, whereof they are not capable to give us the
leaft Evidence or Scripture-Warrant, — Buc
they will fay perhaps ; Muft Men take upon’em
this weighty Truft without the blefled Influences
of the Holy Ghoft, to fit them for, and incline
them to 1t? I anfwer, No ; we muft depend
upon Him for Qualifications, who hasappointed
our Work and Service. But on the contiary,
neither may any Man take this Honour to himfelf,
that is not called of God as was Aaron ; who has,
not only an internal, but an external Call to the
Work, and is externally feparated to theExercife
of his Office, as we know Aaron was to his.

The Competency of Men’s Bualifications for the
Miniftry, and the Duewefs of their Call to it, muft
not in Reafon be left to the Judgment of every
Man for himfelf. “ The Nasare of the Thing
(as one oblerves) will by no maeansadmic That ;

but
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but for the Prefervation of due Order 1n the
Church, this muft needs be refer d and fubnmtted
to the Judgment of a competent Number of thofe
thac are themielves 1n that Ofhce, and of appro-
ved Wifdcm and Experience in it ; who, as 1n
all other Callings, are prelumed the moft able
Judges ; and who are empower'd to fet apart
fuch as they find qualify’d and inclind, to this
Work of the Miniftry ; that by th s Prefervation
of the Succeflion, the Name ot Chrift may en-
dure for ever, and his Throne as the Days of
Heaven: and they that are chus fet aparr, not
only may, but muf, pieach as thofe that are

[ens” *

By the Prefence of this numerous Audience
at thts Time, 1t 1s to be prefumed, that you are
all aware of the Occafion of this Difcourfe, and
fenfible whither 1t tends : That it 15 an Intreduc-
tion to the awful Solemnity before us; which you
are pow conv~n’d to attend upon : and may
ferve to convince you, that we have a divine
Inffitution o jultity us, and a gracicus Promife to
encourage us, in the prelent Buinels; that we
have the Authority of our Lord Jefus Chnfty 1n
his Commiilion to the Apoftles, to impower us ;
the Example and Direction of the Apoftles and
infpired Teacliers to guide us ; as well as the
promiiced Prefence of the great Ilead of the
Church to animate us, 1n oor Artepdance upen
the Osdisation we are engaging b,

And now we are (upon vour Invitation) here
prefent, 1n Order to feparace Mr. Wolier Wilmol

o
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to the Work of the Miniftry, and the Paftoral
Charge of thisCongregation, in cale there be ng
juft Objeétion oftered againtt it.

If any have any fuch Obje&tion to make, they
are defired to fpeak freely : but if not, we fhall
immediately proceed, with a Dependance upon
God’s gracious Prefence and Blefling with us in

the Undertaking.

N. B The Ordination was then atiended by Prayer
and Impofition of Hands, as wfual.
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AREQCHBIBTIBED
'1:.‘ HE

CHARGE

Given to the Reverend Mr. I#ilmer

AT HIS

ORDINATION.

OU have now, Sir, received of theLord

E the weighty and important Office of a
Gofpel-Minifter ; and have many pre-

cious and inmortal Souls committed to yourCare
andCharge, every one of which muft be unfpeak-
ebly and inconceivably glorious and happy in
the 1mmediate Enjoyment of God, or unuttera-
bly and moft amazingly miferable under God’s
intolerable Vengeance thro’ all Eternity. You
are {ent unto chefe, 1f poffible, to prevent their
dreadful Perdirion, to b.ing them to Chnft, and
to make them Heirs of the Glory that fhall be re-
vealed. You warch for their Souls, as ome that muft
give Account, And a dreadful Account you will
have togive, if you are found unfaicthful, and ex-
pofed at the Bar of your glorious , 1dge to that
Reprimand, Thou “-thful Servaw:! But a moft
comfortable and joytui Account v 1l 1z be to you,
if you find Acceptance with your great Lor. .
his Appearing ; and in :hat Day be able to {ay,
Lo, bere am 1, and the Chiidren which thou baft given
me. Have you then any Senfe of the Weight of

your great and important Work, any Compaﬂi{o?
9
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for the immortal Souls of your Hearers, any De-
fire to appear with Cumfort before that dread
Tribunal, where ycur Fidelity in the Minift.y
wiil have an impartial Trial; 1t certamly con-
cerns you to addrefs yeur felf co cthis Lufinefs
with moft earnelt Application, and with ua-
wearied Diligence and Faichivlnets,

We do therefore now cbarge you before God and
the Lord Fefus Chrift, whe (h.ll judye borh the quick
and the aead at bis sppearing and his Kingdom ; That
you preach theWord, be inftant in Seafon and out of Sea-
[in, reprove, rebuke, exbort with all Long-(vff:1i g and
Doétrine: — Feed tée Flock of God, which be bath
purchafed with bis own Blood, taking the Owverfighe
thereof, not of Conflraint, but willingly ; not for filiby
Lucre, but of a ready Mind ; neither as being a Lord
over God's Heritage, but being an Enfimple to ikbe
Flock, — Neglelt not the Gift that is in thee, that was
given thee, with the laying on of the Hands of the
Prefbytery.  Meditate upon thefe Things, give thy felf
wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear unto all.
Take Heed unto thy [elf and unto thy Dolirine . comtia
nue in them ; for in doing this, thou [halt both (ave thy
felf and them that bear thee. —= Preach the Lord Fefus
Chrift unts the People of your Charge, warning every
Man, and teaching every Man in all Wifdom, that
you may prefert every Man perfect in Chrift fefus. wem
Keep back Notbing that is profitable untotbe Flick
committed unto your Truft : but (hew them, and teach
them both publickly and from Houfe to Houfe, teftify-
ing to them all, Repentance toward God, and I'aith to<
vard our Lord Fefus Chrift ; that you may take them
80 record, that vou are pure frem the Blood of all Men,
and bave nat [hunned to declare unto them the whole
Counfel of God. mmmem Let 80 Man defpife thee ; but be
thows an Example of the Believers, in Word, in Convers

F [ation,
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fation, in Charity, in Faito, in Furity. eem=Thou there=:
fore, my Seny Le ffrong in the Grace that isim Chriff
Fefus. Study to thaw thy [elf approved unto God, a
Workman that usccderh ot to e afhamed, rigotly divi-
diug the Werd of Truth. em—a As jou are a Servant of
1he Lord, jou muft not f[trive; but be gentle unto all
Mon, apt 1o teach, patient | in Mecknefs infbruéting thofe
that ppse themielves, if God peradventure will give
them Repentance, tothe acknowledging of the Truth.----
In «ll Things [hew thy (elf a Pattcrn of good Works, in
Dastlrine (hewing Uncorruptne(s, Gravity, Sincerity.---
Wasch thou in all Things, endure sjfliltions, do allthe
Wok of @ Golpel-Minifter, make full Proof of thy Mi-
nifry. LCuidence jeur LevetotheLovd FejusChriff
by fecaizg barh bis Lambs and bis Sh:ep.

Ve charge :h.e before Gedyand the Lord FefusChriff,
and the clelt Angels, that thou objerve thefe Things,
u'i beut preferrizg one before ancther, doing nothing by
Partizhity.—em1ight the good Fight of Faith, lay hold
on .t.rnal Life, whereunto thow art clfo called, and baff
prifefjed a gocd Profiffion before many Witne[fes.

e give thee Charge in the Sigut ¢f God, who quick-
neth all things 5 and in toe Prifence of Chriff fefus,
swho b.fore Yontius Piriate witnefied a good Confeffion,
that thou kecp this Commandment wizhout Spot, snre-
bukable, uniil 1he Appearing of cur Lord Fefus Chrift.
And e teftify unto you, that if you keep 1his
Cliarge commitied unto yem, Chrift will be with you
alwa:, cven unto the End of scur Life; and when the
chief Shepherd (hall agpear, yew [hall veceive a4 Crown

of G/a;y iha! faderh net away., AMEN.
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