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To the Presbyterian Congregation
at Newark in New-Terfey.

Dear Brethren,
T wwas in Complyance with the earneft Sol-
licications of fome of you, that I firft prea-
ched ;5 and then confented to publifh the
enfuing Difcourfe. It is (I muff confefs)
. very difagreable to me, to bring thefe contro-
verfial Points into the Pulpit  being fenfible
that there are much weightier Matters that
ought to be the ordinary Subjeéls of eur Prea-
cbing : Whence thisis the firft Sermon, where-
in I bave particularly infifled wupon thefe

. Things in the wbhole Courfe of my Minifiry.
But the Reafons which were offered me , and
1he Circumflances of your Congregation where
fo many were enclined without any known

. Caufe, toj change their Profeffion and for[ake
" your Communion 5 convinc'd me that a Dif-
courye of this rind was at that Time [eafona~
bie. " And I bave t¥*~ to comfort me amidft
all the Clamours of angry Men, that what I
delivered to you an. vave crewith emitted,
is agreable to the Council of Gody, and found;
ol
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ed upon the unalienable Rights of Mankind :

And therefore proper to be urged wpon thofe,
who [eemed [o earnefl to vart with the Li-
berty wherewith Chrift hath made them
free ; and caufelefly to takeupon ihem aYoke
of Boundage. »

I am not fenfisle that [ bave given amy
Caufe for thofe tragical Qutcries, that bave
been made upon this Occafion y baving thro’
tbe whole Difcourfe bandled the Argument
with all the Caution and Tendernefs that I
could : being as careful to prevent. the fow-
#ing of Meng Teripers, and the - alienating
their Affc&lions one from another ; as to efta-
blifs he important Truths berein afferted.

L J

. .‘}

However I do as beartily forgive the Abufes . .

I bave wet with, as I difpife the. Threatnings
of thefs, who are willing to fhew us whar
they would be at, if they bad the DPower in
tbeir Hand:,

I bave hevein particularly infifled upon the
Naceffity of Charity and mistual Forbearance,
¢n the Affairs of Comfience and Salvaiion |
and eanmot hut again inculcate the fame
Dotlrines: witiy the moft earne(l Application,
Fse the’ you have all Faith, that you could
" rerniov
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remmove Mountains ; and have not Charity,
you are Nothing. 1 Cor.x1it, 2. And I
bere forbear ohferving to you, that this is one
of our greateft Articles of Complaint againft
the Church of England, that they refu;z us
their Communion, lay all under Excomiznie
cation by their Canons, that [cruple a Complv-
énce with their impofed Rites and Cerzais-
wics 3 and that their warmeft Advoczics de-
clare us all uncapable of Salvation for want
of @ Prelacy, whereof we cannot find the
leafl Account in-the Oracles of God. Thus
fince they know that we are grieved with
their Meat, they walk not charitably, in
deftroying him with their Meatfor whom
Chnift dyed. Rom. xiv. 1§. From whence
we bave good Reafon to conclude, that they
gre [afefl who are moft charitable, and that
the Error is on the damning Side. And I am
willing to refer it to YJour own Fudgments
and Confciences, who walk moft agreably
$0 that brotherly Love, Charity and Kindnefs,
Jo much infifted upon in the Gofpel of Chrifx
We that treat our epifcopal Brethrem with the
Refpelt that is due to Chriftians and fellow
Members of the Body of Chrift 3 and are

willing
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willing 1o receive them into our Fellow(hip
and Communion,in all the Ordinances of Gods
Houfe. Or they who rejeft us from their
Society 5, and pui the [Yumbling Block of their

unmﬂztz wed Rites and Ceremonies in the Way

bettveen us, that we are forced to abflain from

their Communion -, or o wound our own Gon-
fciences, Thefe I'bm 25 we _lake to be very
great Grievances, and exprefs Vzolazzom of
the great Laws of Charity and Love. But
t/aen fince we make this Complaint of the
C/ourcb of England, let us be efpecially care-

ful | that we dont f ol into any Dzgree of

the ’zke uncbaritablenefs. Lzt your Deport-
ment towards thofe who differ from you, be
with the greateft Kindnefs, Friendfbip, and
Love that by this all Mea may know that
you are Chrift 'sDifciples, tha; you love one
another. Fob. xu11. 35. For thou art in-
excufable O Man! Whofoever thou art,
that judgeft ; 1f wherein thou judgeft ano-
ther, thou condemneft thy felfy and if
thou that judgeft, doft thc famc Things,
Rem. 11. 1.

Let it be always renwmbered that the® 1pe
omplmn cf toe Iites and Ccrmame.r of the

Church
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 Church.of England ; and efpecially of their

being impofed upon the Confciences of thofe
that religioufly fcruple them : Tet we bear-
tily confent to their Doftrinal Articles 5 and
swwould rejoice to find that all the Minifters of
the Church of England did fo too. Bus
what reprefents a Conformity to that Church
the moft unfafe to me, is, that the generality
of their Clergy are profeffedly Arminians
and they themfelves [bould beft know, bow
they reconcile thafe Tenets with the excellent
Articles which they fubfcribe., I fhould (I
confefs) think there was a very dark Cloud
come over our Churches, that the Glory of
the God of Ifrzel was gone up to the

. Threfhold of the Houfe ; and that ICHA-

BOD was kecome our Motto y if the Doc-
trines of original Sin, of our Fuflification
the imputed Righteoufnefs of Chrift, of the
Efficacy of the Sovereign free Grace of God
and of the Prefevesance of the Saints, were
once exploded and ridiculed amomg us, as
they bave been by [ome of the moft eminent
Clergy of the Church of Eneland.

Lam f[ure Bretbrer thefe Doftzines are
dear to you, they are Doirines spon which

you
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you found your Hopes of Sa]vdtzan 3. and it
“muft-therefore_agipear moft reaﬁnable to con-
fiderate Perfons, ta continue’ in Fe!lowjb!f
with thofe Churches where they are believed
aswell as profeffed, lefitbey or tbezr Eamilies,
s enfnared with the Errars of the Times
.1 are brought to farfake the Doflrines, mb
1,,-1:5 Cammunion of one Churches,

[nally Brethren farewel : Be pezfed,
be of good Comfort, be of one Mmd live
1n Peace and the God of Love and Peace
fhall be with you.

1 am your Servant for

- Chyif} Sake,
. D.
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Mark vii. 7. - Hopbeit in;vain do they
' worfbip me, teaching sfor Doélrines the Com-
mandments “of Men,
# ]S 1t is the Scope and Purport of the
o oilte o4l firft Commandment, that we Wor-
s \+l fhip theonly true God; fo it is
Q¢ | the great Defign of the Second,
that we worfhip him in a right
B and
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and acceptable Manner. Our Obedience to the
firft 1s taught us by the Light of Nature: But
our Conformity to the Second muft be altogether
direCted by divise Infhitution: For God beft
knows, what Worfhip will b2 moit acceptablc
to him and meft ferviceghle to us. He has
therefore particularly inftiucted us in both the
Matter and Manner of his Worfhip, that neither
may be left to the different and contradiftory
- Difpofitions, Affe¢tions and Opinions of Men
~nor their flu¢tuating Inclinations or capricious
Humours : But that all may conform to the Pat-
ternthat was given inthe Mount, to his own Infli-
tutions, which are the only S:andard of the 3a...-
tuary, and the only Rule cf'cur religious Ceu-
du@. To the Law and 1o th: Tefimony, if the
[reak not-according 1o this Woerd, 1t 15 becau:
there is mo Light i them, Iz vii. 20, Upen
this Account it is, that our Bielled Saviour {u
fharply reproves tie Ecrihes and Pharifees m
our Text and Context. Thet not contented with
divine Inftitutions, they muft add {ome of their
own, as tho’ Gods Worthip ftood 11 Need of their
refining apd polithing, in Order to render it 2

|

more compleat and perfe@.  Thus did they 72

vaimm worfbip God, teacline for Doltrines ile
Gommandments of Men. |
If we take Notice of the {pecial Occafion cf *

this Crimination againft the Scribes and Phari-

{ees, 1t was not ior fundamzntal Errors 1n Princi-

pley nor for flagitious Lives: Byt only for a
| religious |
,
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religions Injun@ticn of what was in it fzlf moft
innocent and idifterer:, the wafbiyz of Qands be-
fore Meat 5 as appears from the 2 and 3 Verfes
of the Chanter. And when they law fom: cf Fis
Dz'fcip.}:: cat Bread itk defil-d (that 15 to [y
with mwwafben) Hands they found Faait.  For
the Pharifest and all the Fews, exeept they wafb
their Hotds oft eat not, belding the Tradition of
the Elders,  And to this it is our Lord makes
the fharp Reply, in the Werds befere vs.

It muft be confefled, that this was a cleanly
and decent Cuftom : But it wanted divine Ap-
pointment to warrant its Injuncion as a reh-
gious Rite. Andwhile it wanted that, it lay
open to that Reprimand, wés bath required
ihis at your Hands 2 And laid the Impofers open
to the jult Cenfures of him, whofe Prerogative
they invaded.

In the Words we may Note.

1. A declaratory Sentence againft their Wor-
fhap. (I wamn do they worfbip me.) Notwiih-
ftanding all their fhew of Wildom in this their
Will Worthip, it was in Chrift Account vain,
idle, trifling and impertinent. Such as wouid
‘not find Ac_eptance with God, norturn to their
own Advantage,

2. Here is the Realon of this Sentence againft
their Worthip, Their teaching for Doltrines the
Commandmenis of Men.

It's obfervable, that thefe Commandments
‘were from the Supream Authority in the Jewifh
Church.
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Church. The condemned Inftitution;, was the
Tradition of the Elders. Verfe 5. and by the
Deciee of the Sanbedrim. An Authority from
Gods own 1mmediate Inftitution = and therefore
worthy to be honoured and regarded by ul Men,
while they kept to the Rules, a* * within the
Limits of their delegated Power, But when
they came to put a religious Sancioi: npon any
Rites, Ceremonies or Inftitutions of their own,
tho’ 1n themf{elves never fo innccent ur indiffe-
xent, -they ufurped the divine Authority; and
therefore exceeded the Limits of then own,
They certainly had as great Authority as any
Church upon Earth, or as any ecclefiaftical Ru-
Yers in the World, ever had : But yet they had
nct Power {ufficient; to enjoin the indifferent
Rite of Wafhing Hands before Meat, as a reli-
gous Daty. L

But that we may have a clearer View of the
.Cafe before us, 1t may be proper to confider,
what 1s implyed in teaching for Dorines the
Com.randments of Men 5 and how this renders
our Worthip vain.
- I'm fuft then to confider, what 15 implyed in
teaching for Doltrines the Commandments cf
Men. - |

-And 1t maft be here premifed, that agreeing
among our {elves upen any meer Circumftan-
tials and;Anpendages of Worfhip, is not teaching
for Doltrines the Commandments of Men. It’s
impollible to attend upon any publick Worthip,

| | ~ without
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withont ad;uéting fome external Circumitances

| with Relation to it, fuch as the Time and Place
of Worthip ; and fuch like Things as are altcge-
ther extrinfecal to the Worthip it {tif, and whic]
. have no Refigion placed in them. This 15 no
Additicn to, or Detraction from the divine In-
ftitution, no Imypafition upon any Mans Cou-~

t fcience, no lording it over Gods Heritage 5 and
| therefore perfectly Innocent and ‘indifferent,
Here Wifdom is profitable to diref?, how thefe
{ Thingsmay be beft adapted to the Circumftan-
4 .ces and Occafions of each religious S ciety.
. And here that general Rule takes place, Let af
T bings be done decently and in QOrder. But then,
1. Propofing and requiring as a religious
| Dutv, what God has not propofed as fuch nor
recuired of us, is teaching for Dofirines the Com-
mandments of Men. This wus eminently the

~ Cafe of the Scribes and Pharifees in our Context;
There was uo Sin in wathing their Hands befcre
Meat, there was no Sin in wafhing what they
brought from Market, or in wafthing their Cups

, and Pots, brafen, Veflelsand Tables. But their
s+ S1n was in placing Religion in them, and re-
quiring them as religious Obfervances. It was
no Apology that thefe Things were indifferent;

- and were therefore to be complyed with for the
| fuke of Peace and Order. For if they were in-
| different, why were they not Jeft indifferent ? By
. what Authority did they make that ncceflary,
which God had left free > Why could they not

l‘ bb |
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be peaccable and crdgrlv upon Gods Tame, as |

well as upan Terms of their o dew rifing > Who
arc s.har:’;.;v e with the Infrafticns of Peace and
Ovder, they that would peaceably woiflip God
4ccording to his cwa ADpoxmmenta or they
shit 1ifarh the Peace of the Church with their
oum [nve NIOe

What Roligicn can their be in°doing what

]
|
|
:

vall he uo 'mvs pleating to God ? Or how can

v faﬁpm- t acceptable to him, which he has .
not IeQuine: 2 f‘}.pre an be no Obhgat;on in this :
sie, bat the Commazndments of Men; and
wua* Ob’vmnon can thofe Commands la us
under, that are given without Authority, as all
human Isftitgtions ia Matters of Conlcience
and Relig 5.0 2re ’For there 15 but one Lawgicer
who 15 um’ to face and azftrey s and wxho 15 k:
that judszth anetler. fam. iv. 12

e

!
H

God himfelf has given us a com; pleat and per-

f=0 Rule in this Cafe, {ufficient for Dot irine, for
Reproof, for Correlica, and for Lifiruftion, in .
R zabi:oufn. (s, that rlv Mo af Gosd may ke per-

.:37 t/n obly furmitbed io all nood Forks, 2 Tim. «
1L 15, 7. And 1f God the Qupream Lord of’,

C-:fcience has given us his Law for our Obfer-
vance, who fhould venture to interpofe ? If this
Taw be ;,\rfeét what Room can there be forany
Additicn toit?

if 1t b'* here rcmved, that religions Obfer- -

vances may be requirsd, withouwt any Pretence
of aidm" to the divize Law, whilit they havea

5)
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Relaiton cniy to the outward Polity, Peace, and

- Order of tie Clhuica, which are Things left by

God to the Carc aud DireCiion of Church Of-
ficers; and n=ceflary to be pruvided for by them.
I apfwer, 1f no more be intended, then meer
external Circumitances eittier of Worfhip or
Difcipline, the Reply 1s juft, as I obferved be-
fore: But then, thefe car’t bear the Denoming-
$1on, of religious Gbfiervances. If they once
have Religicn placed in them, they lofe their
ndifferent Nature ; and from Circumftances be-

., €ome integral Parts of God’s Worfhip ; a=d

- o

tiereby render fuch Woithip vam.

It might be here obferved, that the Scribes
ang Pharifees incur Context, had the fame Ad-
vantage to make thisPlea that any Seciety what-
fcever can now have. They might haveargued,
izt this condemnel Rate was a decent Obfer-
vance, ncedful for maintaining the Peace. Unity
and Quder of the Church, tiiar it was withal ve.
vy fignificant of that Tunitv and Holinefs, that
1s neceilary to all the true Werfhippers of God 5
and that it was very near «f kKin to thefe divers
i Tigr, entsined by God himfelf in the Levi-
tical Law : But all thefe Pretences or as many
meore as could Le invented, would not excufe
therr Superftition; nor acguit them from the
Imputation of rendring their orfhip camm, by
teachings for Deodrines tre Commandments  of
Aoy, However, thisis cortuin, that fuch In-
fhitutions muit be ¢ither divine or human, If

| any
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any thould pretend that they are divine, they
thercby acknowledgze theman Invafi:n of God’s
Royalty, 2ad 2n AXdition to his Law 3 for how
came they by divine Authority., It they are
human, they come under the ceniure i our
Text. And thereforefore fince they are Com-
mandments of Men, they cannot lay our Con-
fcicnces under any Obligation to obferve them.
For there 1s but one Lord of Confcience. The
Conclifion thercef follows, that all Kites, all
Ceremonies, all modes of Worfhip, not ap-
pointed cf God, if they have the flamp of |-
Religion put upon ‘em; and are enjoined as
neceflary Obfervances, are in all Cafes unwar-
rantable. ~ |

2. Enjoining Terms of Communien which
God has not enjoined, 1s tcaching for Doltrines
the Commandments of Men.  All true Chriftians |
are fellow Members of the myftical Body of
Chrift ; and fhould therefore be joint Partakers
of all the Priviledges of his Houfe and Kingdom.
If they are fuch as we can charitably fuppofe
Chrift will own at his Appearing and Kingdom,
they are certainly fuch as we fhould now own, ’

-

and admit to Communion in all his Ordinances.
If they have a Right tothe Kingdom of Glory,
they certainly have a Claim to the Benefits of
the Kingdom of Grace. And weare according-
ly dire€ted. Rom. xv. 7. to receive one another
as Chrift alfo receved us, to the Glory of God.
By what Authority then can any enjcin .new

- Terms
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Terms of Commurnicn, that Chrift has not re-
quired 5 and whence this exorbitant Claim to
put Fetters and Shackies upon Mens Conicien-
ces, whereby they muft be forced. to fin againft
their own Confciences, or go without the Porti-
on of Meat that God has previded for them? its
enough, that we have one Lerd, one Faith, cne
Bapt:[m. Its enough, that we cbferve the Ap.
pomntment that God has ordainad, without taking
a Yoke upon our Necks, that weither we nor
our Fathers bave been able 10 bear.

There 1s no Place here for the Pretence, of
requizing Terms of Communion that are in
themfelves innocent and inoffenfive.  For 1s it
poflible to fuppofe any Thing more {o, than
wafthing of Hands before Meat ? And yet this
as innocent as it was, expofed the. Scribes and
Pharifecs to this fevere Reprimand in our Text.
And have not every Society in the World juft
the fame Claim to this Pretence, let their Terms
of Communion be what they will ? For none
will acknowledge that they require what 1s fin-

. ful or unreafonable; and every one have an

cqual Right to judge what is, and what is not fo:
If one Society may require what Terms they
think innocent, every Society may require what
Terms they think innocent, the Claim of each
being founded upon the fame Authority 3 and
juftifiable by the fame Arguments. There can
be no Pretences made by any Church on Earth
for enjoining any human Inftitutions, that can’t
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be urcad wich tae fame Juftice, by the Koman
Cuathol: &5, in Favaour of ali taeir ridiculous Page-
antry, and - of their fuperftitious and idolatrous
Obfervarnces.

In a Woid every Diegree, and every kind of
H1li- 1 orflip, when mate a Term of Commu-
nion, is to fubje@t the Confcience to the
Commandments of Men 5 and to bring the fcru-
pulous Confcience to tire fad Necefiity of neg-
leting publick Ordinances, or of fianing againft

their own Light. To fay mn this Cale, that their

Scraples are unreafonable, 1s to 1ay juft Nothing ;
for they dont appear o to them ; and they have
Juft the fame Reafon to avoid thefe Injunctions,
as to avoid the moft flugiticie Crimes, becaufe
they appear finful ; and ther« fore are certamly fo
to thent; and every one mufi believe for Limfelf,

and anfwer for himfelf If they miftake in therr

-Appreheniions, if they efteein thofe Things finful
that are in their own Nature mnocent and Lawful,
they are neverthelels {inful tothem 5 for ke that
donbts ts davmed if b: eat 5 and it 15 evil 1o that
Man that cateib with Offence. Happy therefore 15
be that-condemneth noi *mmfelf inthatq king which
be aliometd. Kom.xwv. 20.22. 22.  If their Con-
{ciences are weak, there fhould be the mcre
Care st to put a flumbling Biock, or an Occafion
Yo fad] in our Brothers Way. Rom. xiv. 12. It
1s then our Dutv to receive bim that 15 weak, bt
rot to doubttul Difputations. Reom. xiv.1; And
not to d:froy oim wib oxr Mear for whom

Cirift

|

|
|

#
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Clrift dee4. f’o‘r xiv. 15. Frem all which it
appears tikat the tmpleaded Practice 1s an unwar-
rantable afflumi ng the divine ‘croga?ive, and
2 bold Invifion of Ciriits legal Authonty.
3. Impofin any Terms of Comamunion by

any pﬂnal Sarttions, 1s eminently 121:0bing fN‘
Doftrinzs the Comutandments of M. Every
Perfon in the World has an equal Right to judge
for themfelves, in tie Affairs of Confeience and
eternal Salvation. And all have the {ame na-
tural Right to all the Benefits anc Comforts of
Life. Bv what Pretence therefare, may they be
deprived of any natural Right; ‘,.f‘caufe they
don’t fubject their Confciences to other Mens
Dicifion 2 What dreadful Work has bcen made
in the World, by ufing Methcds of Foice 1n Mat-
ters of Op:nion and Confcience ; and what
dreadful Wor‘f would ftill be made 1if the fame
Methods are purfued ! How muit the World by
this Means become an Aceldema ; and we devour
and be devonred one of mzotb:r‘ If this be al-
lowed, every Mans Hand muft be agawft his
Fellow and all that have the Power in their
Hands, arc authorized to oppreis an deftroy the
Weaker Sice, whatever their Principles be. - X£
coercive Mcthods are ufed at all in. this Cale,
it muft be becaufe the Impefers think themfelves
11 the Right, AnZ by the fame k. .a, all that
think themfelves in the Right may 3aﬁ1ﬁably
force their Puncxp‘es upon others. The Argn-
wient is as goad at Conffantinople or at Rome,in
S Favour
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Favour of the Alcoran or the Mafs Bosk, as in
any religious Society whatfoever.

All temporal Injuries, all- Force or Viclences
all Prejudice to the Eftazes, Honours or Com-
forts ¢f Men, on Account of their different Sen-
timents 1 Religion, is umpofing the Command-
ments of Men ; and lording 1t over Geds Heri-
tage with a Witnefs, a dire@ Violation of the
great Laws of Peace ard Love; and directiy
opening the Door of all the Cruelties and Bar-
barities even of a Spanifi> [nquijition.  For every
Society have the fame Fight to infli¢t what Pe-
nalties they think propar; and to judge what
Penalties are proper to inflict, upon thofe that
difter from them.

But has the Gofpel of the Prince of Peace,
any where encouraged thefe unmerciful Viola-
tions of the Laws of Humnanity ? Are we not
therein diretted 10 love as Brethren? Are we
not admonithed #ot to fudge our Brother, or to
fet at nought our Broiber. Rom. xiv. 13. And
are we not therein informed, that whofocver fin
agawfl the weak Brethren, (as all are efteemed
that have nct the Power in tkeir Hands) and
wound their weak Confciences, fin againfp Chrift.
1 Cor. viil. 12.  Since therefore, no Aéts of Une
kindnefs upon Accotnt of our religious Senti-
ments, can ever be juftified by the Commands
of God 5 1t muflt be icaching for Doftrines ibe
Commandm:nts of Mo, -

I am now to conficer in the next Place, how
tuts renpders cur Worfhipvam,  And, 10 Be-
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| 1. Becaufe that 1t is of human Original, and
[ not of divine Inftitution. As I have obferved
before, God 1s the only Lord of Conf{cience.
i He has left no Authority upon Farth, to make
any Laws for his Subjels, in the immediate
Affairs of his Xingdom: But has dite@ed in
* what Way he will be worfhipped. Who then

has any Bufinefs to [zt their ‘I%rejlald: by Gods
D brefbolds, and their Pofts by bis Pofts 2 It's
enough thercfore, to render our Worfhip van, if
.| .1t can be {aid of 1t as of Ferchoams Feaft, that it
was devifed out of our own Harts. Whatever
- Appearances of Santity and Devotion there
may be in any Rites, Ceremonies, or Modes of
Worfhip of human Inftitution ; yet fince they
are of human Original, they are therefore but a
(bew of Wifdom in Will-Worfbip, as the Apoftle
- inftruGs. Col. 11. 22, 23. Which all are 1o
perifh with the ufing, after the Commandimnents
and Doitrines of Men, which Things baze indeed
a fbew of Wifdom in Will-Worfbip and Ha-
mility.
1. No Pretences of Decency and Order will ferve

1n this Cafe ; for God himfelfis the beft Judge of
| what 1s decent and orderly in his immediate
Service ; and cannot be pleafed with what is
not agrezble to hisown Will : And how can
we conclude any Thing agreable to his Will,
but what he has appointed.

If our own Inclinations, Imaginations, or Ap-
preacnfions are {ufficient to dire@ us, to what

A Woarthip
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Worfhip of Mode of Worthip ic pleafing to Gud
or agrezble to his Will, without a divine Inftitu-
tion, then every Worfhrp or Mode of Worthip
in the World mufi upon that Suppofition be ac-
ceptable to God, fitice every one have a like
Clzim to follow the Ditates of their own Ap-
prehenfions 1 this Cafe, and cvery one may
with the fame Juftice conciude, that their Ap-
prehenfionsare Right.  God has given the like
Liberty to all Men and to all Sccieties of Men

to judge for themielves. If fome may in this .

Cafe judge one Way of Worfhip pleafing to
God, others may on the {ame Grounds judge
the dire&t contrary to be fo.  And what Countra-
diction, what Confufion, what blending together

of Light and Darknefs, what a Juftification of

all the Worfhip among the Papifts, Ranters,

&c. would this bel For certanly every one |

have the Right to follow what appears to them
muft decent and orderly. But God has left us
no Room for any of thefe Pretences, or any of
thefe Confufions. He has not left this Affair to

the Determination of any Men whatfoever; but .

has himfelf provided and particularly direced,
hew he will be worthipped. And thence it is
that all the Commandments of Men in this Cafe
are bat oan Worlhip. | |

2. Becaufe 1t’s a Refl:&ion upon the Wifdom
and Faithfulnefs of the Lord Jefus Chrift, to in-
treduce our own Inventions into his Worfhip.
It is a Charaller giveti of cur Blefled Saviour.

Het.

k .

i‘




(15)
H:b. 11, 2. That ke was faitlizl to bim that
appoinied bim, as Moles was in all bis Houfe.
And we find Msfes was faithful, to keep to the
Pattern givem bim n the Mount, to the very
Taches, Pins, and F:llets of the Tabernacle.
Accordingly our Blefled Lord has thewed us al/
the Form of the Houfe, and ihe Fafbion thereof,
and the Gongs-out thereof, and the Comings-n
thereof, and all the Ordmances thereof, and all
tle Laws thereof, Ezek. xliii. 11. And has
denounced his Curfe againft any that fhall add

to, or diminmifh from what 1s contained in his

Word. Rev. xxn. 18. 19, What Room then
can there be for any new Inftitutions, for any
Rites, Modes, or Ceremonties of Worfhip, which
he has not appointed? Are we wifer than
Chrift ? He has appointed what he thought
. {uflicient ; and why fhould not we think it fuf-
fcient too? Are the Laws and Inftitutions of
Chaft a perfet Rule or not ? It they be, what
Occafion is there of human Inventions? If they
be not, where 1s his Wildom, where 1s his Faith-

Y fulnefs ? Nay, if they be not, where fhall we

ftop on this Side Rome ? If there be Place for
fome human Inventions in Gods Werthip, there
i1s Place for all human Inventions i God’s
Worfhip, unlefs there can be fhewn an exclu-
five Character for fome, and none but they, to
add what thev think proper and needful. Ifa
Proteftant Church may, a Popifh Church alfo
may, invent new Methods of Decency and ~(()lr--

| er
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der in the Worfhip of God. We mulft therefore -

rejedt all, or none, keep only Chrifts Infhitutions,
cr fubmit to all human Additions that are 1m-
pofed upon us. The Bible 1s our only Direfto-
1y ; and they that fet up any other, reflect
egrecioufly upon the Author of it.

3. Becaufc this Practice hasa dire& Tendency
to root oui vital Piety, and the Power of God-
linefs. They that place Religion in Form and

outward Obfervances, are ordinarily ready to

reft in thofe Forms and go no further. This |

was the Cafe of the Scribes and Pharifees. They
had firft an Itch at refimng wpon Gods Law by
the Addition o1 their own Inftitutions ; and then
they came to reje& Gods Law for tne Sake of
their own Traditions. Full well ye rejelt the
Commandments of God, that ye may keep vyour
own Traditons. Context veife 9. And Iven-
tare to appeal to my Audience, whether it has
not been their conftant Obfervation, that there
has been the leaft of the Power of Godlinefs,
where there has been the greateft Attachment
to human Inventicns, to external Pomp and
Ceremony in the Worthip of God. They that
place Religion in what God has not required,
are ready to {pend their zeal that Way; and
grow carelefs about that Religion which he lias
required. We cften {ee ficch as thelc make broad
their Phylacieries, and enlarge the Hom of 1heir
Garment; : But negledt the weightier Matteis
of the Law, Judgement, Merey and Faith ; ?d
. thus

fle

l
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. thus they render their IFe; i p z.oin. — — But

i's Time to make fome Reficitins ©en
what we have .heard. And,

In tize fuft Place, this gives immediate Occa-
fion to gratify the Defires of fome of my Hear-
ers, by confidering the Reafuns why w.- cannot
ordinzrily join with the Weorfhip of the Clarch
of Englund 5 becaufe we think thev ‘each for
Dodrinzs the.. Commandmenis ¢ Men.  The

Time before us will not allow a diftinct and par-

_ ticular Difquifition of thisCufe, all that I can

now do, 15 very briefly to offer fome of the Qb-

jeGions that have been from the beginning of

the Keformation, and vet are made, azainft Con-
formity to that Church.
We can’t help but think tha: ftinted and im-

]}ofed, Liturgizs, are teackine for Diétrines the

. Lommandmznts of Men. .It's certain that the

Scriptures have impofed none, they have pre-
{cnibed none. And I think its impniitble to
produce ‘auy DireGtion or Warrant from the
Word of God, to any Men upon Esrth, to pre-
fcribe or impofe any Forms of Fraver for con-
ftant Worfhip. We cannot therzfore but fup-
pefe the Injuntion of the Commen-Prayer Bsok
unwarrantable. For we know no Way to an{wer
this Argunment, This Book is impofed either
Bv the Command of God or of Man, it by the
Commaid of God, there muft be fome Precept
for 1t in Scriptare,.or at leaft fome Promife that
God wil accept it, which [ think none wiil pre-

L= | D tend
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tend to 5 if by the Command of Man, cur Ob-
scéhion a"ami’t it is juft; and it comes direlliy
under the Cenfure in our Text. We have no
Acccunt either in the old or new Teftament, cf
any Forms of Pruxer for ftated publick Worfhip ;
and we may therefore prcmme that there was
none 1rpofed by the divine Direction, and Per-
miilion. We thercfrre know cof no Authority v
to appoint, much lefs to rnpofﬂ them now. And
1t greatly adds to cur urcafinefs under thete 1n
poied Forms, that they limit hoth the Mattc
and Manner of our Pravers, prevent thofe pro-
per Addrefles to God that {perial Fmacncws Lall
for, and which no Form (,'m provide for s and de-
prive us of thofe divine Ail:ftances taat mav
be heped for, 1n the Ufe of conceived Travers
thence they feein 1nconfiitent mt*l that of the
Apoftle Rom. viil. 28, Likesziiz the Spiriz allo
Belpethour Infirmitizy : Fer <o hm v n st what
we [hould pras ier a5 we onght: But the Spirit
1t Jelf maketh Iuterce/fiza foy us, witlr Groanings
wru‘!’ ~annot be ntteved.

It 1s not the Qasftiom, whethor any Frrms

of Prayerare lawful, it 15 on a1l Hands, acknow-

ledged. Forms may be verv uictul to fach i 18-
norant Perfone, as know not how to prav with-
out them. But we would not by them be de-
prived of improving the Gift of Prayer which
(God has given us; nor be forced to u{c Crut-
ches, when we have the fice Ule of our
L.ambs. |

We
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; We cainnot kelp but think that taking agrea
Part of the Prayer-Book efpeciully the. whole
Method and Form of it out of the Popifh Li-.
targy, 1s teaching for Deoltrines the Command-
ments of Men. ‘That thisis Fact1s beyond Iif-
pute ; and may be made evident to any that
wiil tzke the Puains to compare them,  Whence
we thisk that we have uft Caufe to
comblain, that the Order and Metho |, as well
as a great Part of the Matter of thefe Prayers,
- are not oy from the Commandments of Meng
but ori:inaily from the Commandmentsof An-
ticarift himfelfl It therefore appears to us
too great a Symbolizing with Idolaters to ftated-
{* lyute them inour publick Worthip, contrary
. to that Rule 1Cor. x.28. and that in Gor. vi,
17
-~ 1Itistrue, the Prayer-Book has left out the
mol fuperftiticus and 1dolatrous Parts of the
Mafs Book 5 and contains fome Addi.ionsto, as
well as Alterations of, whatis contained 1n the
Roman Liturgy 5 yet we think it alfo true, that
« there might be found a better Refort than to the
Pope of Rsme, both for the Matter and Manner
cf our Prayers.

We cannot but object againft the Tautolo-
gies n the Commion-Prayer, as teaching for Doc-
trines the Commandments of Men, In one
Service, the Worfhippers muft repeat thefe
Words Good Lord deliver us, eight Times over ;

apd thefe Words We befecch thee 1o hear us,
twenty

_‘-
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twenty Times over. Which appears direiy
repug: aant to cus Lotds Direftion i Mer, vi.
. But whenye ;i ay ufe nat wan Kopoiilions s
the H:atken do.

We ca et bat think the Readin" of the Apo-
cryphal Books as a Part of publick Worfhip,
while there are a great many Parts of the cano-

cal crlptures never read in publick, to be like-
wifs worthy of the fame Cenfure. Does not
this lock like caﬁing Contemyt upon tae bletled
Beok of God, the only Orasles of Salzation,
when thefe hu: nan, and even triffin g and fabu-
lcus Compolures, are mbﬁl uted m tae ficad
of 1t? Dom not this lock like paying 2 Religious
Reverence te the DoGlrines of fallible Men,
when their Commandments are exaited to thefe
Inghy Vl:ces, publickly taught for Dodtrines 5 and
treated with the Regard that 1s only due to the
Word of God? And muft the infpired Pages
give Way to thefe legendary Fubles, and much
of the Bible Le never read 1 the Church! This
adds Weizht to the Grievance.

We cannot but think the Sign of theCrofs
n Baptifm, 1s allo teacking the Commandmer.ts
the Doftrines of Men. The Crofs is made on
the Forehead in Baptifin, in Token that the

Pdrty be not hereafter athamed to confufs the

Faith of Chnft crucified, and that he 1s to fight
manfully under his Banner, &c. Now 1f this
be a Token, of thefe Invifible Graces, it agrees
w;ththe Churches own Definition of a Sacra-
meut .

g
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. ment. A -wvifble Sign of mvifikle Grace. Sincs.
therefore it 1s confefled on all Hands, that the
Crofs as abufed by the Church of Rome has been
one of their greateft 1dols fhould the Church of
England who -abhor their Idolatry give the
Honour of a Sacrament tc a Popith ldol ? And
I would enquire by whefe Commandment is
this Honour givento it ? Is it by the Command-
ment of God or of Men? The former is not
I think pretended ; and if by the latter how can
it efcape the Cenfure of our Text? I would fur-
- ther enquire, why this Honour is done to the
Cro/s on which Chrift was crucified, any more
than to the Thorns with which he was crowned,
to tiie Traytor by which he was betray’d, or the
mzlicious Court by which he was condemned. ¥
can think of no Plea that can be made 1n Favour
of this Ufage, but what may be alfo made for
it’s Companions in this Ordinance among the
Papifts, Cream, Salt and Spittie, and be {ure
none, but what might have been made for the
Praétice condemned nour Text. |
- We cannot but have -the {ame Thoughts of
. Kneeling at the Lords Sapper. All confe{s that
Kneeling 1s a Pofture of Relisious Adoration :
But what do we adore 1n the A& of receiving
this Ordinance ? It’s true, the Church of England
exprefly difclaim any Adoration to the Ele-
ments : But why then fhou’d they ufe the Pof-
ture of Adoration ? It is known to the World,
that this Method of receiving the Sacrament
y - was
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was LY"'JQ tin by the Pa pifts, with their Dec-
trine of Fran i':lum.‘ 4u‘¢on i Lm‘f* of them
have corfetled that they woeld be tor n to FPieces
by wild Heifes, if they cid not. believe Chrift
there Lodily piefer t. Coforus the Feluit con-
fuiles. that if the Subft tance of the Bread remain,
th. :'7’,.;1‘.; of the Popifis 15 more- 1ol r.:"/c‘
thon 1he }"\r.z:’; was, i worfhipping cn Ox
0¥ tuuut”’lc * 1tis certain cur blefied Mafter
who Lftituted this O Jmance did not himfelf
ufe 1t knedling s bat in the common Tauble
Gefture At xavi. 28, And can it be Rcve-
yence 1 us, to pretend toamore fuitable and de-
cent '\Iv*‘a{;—‘ of attendr g the (‘1;1 ance, tl n
cither he k .x‘\flfm'“d or appeinted ? Since the
g,l oripus Auther of this Feaft is pleafed to {toop
a friendly Familn: .nty with his Guefis and
hac inftituted this Osdinance to that Lud, 10 1c
not the hisheft Reverencets attend it in = Me-
th .ugne“bu to the End of its Juttivetion, efpe-
wally fiice we have his own Lxample 1o war-
| rant ot Conduet ?

“We cannot bur have tha f" m' eintiments of
the Sureties i Boptilin, and the Vuws they lay
them{ lves under, Thefe 7rmmt nd vowm
the Nuna of the Child, thn Le ﬂldn renous
the Devif and «ll his Works, the Pomps aud
anes of this wicked Wm‘ld . and all the fin-'
ful Lufts of the F leln that he fhull believe all’

| ~ the
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«® Cotierus, Enchir € 5.8, Vid Aws frcdh Suit Part,
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the Asticies of the Chriiran Faith ; and keep
Goz}e Holy Wi l ?m Coemim.ume: 's a.lwalk
10 the fame all the Davs ~f h s Life. Bu: i: 1S
not within the Cw'npa s of huma. P -wer, to
make and keep thele Peomifes.  Waon caii vro-
miie for any B fane, that 1t Tall in much as
Rave ‘H“L}xi‘zu‘.C(tRf’d 4, mucn lois that it
ihall live 10 the hr heft Exercife rf Giace. [t
13 Gods chrc"un ¢ to 2ive 4 rew Heart ; and to
give the (er\t. o lead a Lif- - f Fath and Hel

nels s Itdees not feem afufhcient Apelegy fer
this Condudt, that the Chligation 15 to b2 un-

der{tond 1 1 the more lax and general Seice of

the Words 3 and not zccording to their fhick
and literal S ntfication ; fince all Vows are
2‘ vavs to be tuken gnd alwa ys to ve underfircd,

by

in the plamn natural and received Sence of the
Words in which they, are made, 1If we wenld.

have any fincerity maintain’d in the Woild,

either towards God e Man., Nor can I {ee-

how 1t helps the Cale to alledge, thet the Suye--

128 depcn3 upwm the Divine “AdHEnce for the

thifilment of theiz Obl gmons for God has

f\‘\' Y Q.‘.’f‘ﬂ neover pl‘ amied Al Ilotﬂ'}CP in any
Man in changicg the Heasts, far&ifying t‘m

Natures ; aad ¢, e -ruing the nhecho s and Pa
fions of others.  But were 1t 11 the Sureti-s Pow-
er to fulfil thefe Vows. how come tn=0“hgat;.
ons to be trazvs ztred from the Pasents, to e-hom
Jt belonze to hiing upﬂl 17 Childicn 1n the Na-
ture znd Admouition <f tie Lord, Esb. vi 4.
to
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to Sureties that have not the Education of the
Children ; nor Advantages to inftil into them
the Principles of Holinefs and Piety > Not to
{peak of the general unconcernednefs of the mcft
of thofe that take thefe Vows upon them, about
the religious Condu& of their God-Children as
thev call them. |

The like Obje&ion alfo lies again{t the Ser-
vice in the Burial ef the Bead, The Miniftec
1s obliged at the Funeral of every one that doe¢
not die unbaptized, or excommunicate ; or that
has not 121d violent Hands upon himfelf to de-
clare that 1t has plealed Almighty God of his
Mercy tc take the Soul of this our Dear Brother
to himfelf ; and to commit his Body to the Duft,
in fure and certain Hopes of Rcfurre@ion to e-
ternal Life; and to give hearty Thanks to God,
that it hath pleafed him to deliver this our .
Brother out of the Miferies of this finful World;
Even tho’ the Perfon has lived never {o wicked
and flagitious a Life, dyed in the very A&t of
Smning 5 and left no rational Hope of his Sal.
vation. We cannot but look upon this asa
mocking of God; and of a {ad Tendency to
harden Men in Sin, from the Expef¥atiogs of
Saivation, how carelefly (zaver tney live.

We can’t but think in like Manner, that the
Abfolrtion of the Sick npon a Profeilion of Re-
pentance, = u ieacimg for Dolfrines the Com-
mandments of Men,  Tofuch the Minilter mufk
declare, that by the Authority of the Lord

Jefus
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Tefus Chrift committed to him, he abfolves them
from all theuSins, in the Name of the Father and
of tie Son and of the Holy Ghoft. But we Lrow
of no fuch Authoiity committed to anv Man
by the Lerd Jefus Chrift.  We know nothing of
s having put the Authority of abfolvin ; bm-
ners and forgiving Sins out of his own ﬂands
into the Hands_ of any Man or Men in the
World.  Nor dces it fatisfy to pretend, that this
1s but a déclarative Abfolution, and not autho
ritative:  For whence have they a juft clalm
even tothat ? I know not where to find any
fuch Powers given by the Lord Jefus Chriff,
whatever Pretences are made to it. And 1t i3
hard tc imagine, what Good this can do; unlefs
1t can be fupnofed advamageous to 1gnorant Sin-
ners, to huve their Confciences quicted in = Srate
cf Gmlr that they mavy fecurely (’epevd JpOIl
theic Abflus ron, as a Pafport for Heaven.

We have the fame blfﬁcvhy with Refpe
the Hsly Duys, '-lppomted to be ~bferved by the
Church of Lﬂaldﬂd The Apoftle particutaiiv

complaine of “the Galatians. that they obfrreed
Duvs, and Monthe, aud Times. aid Yaar.r ey
which Account be was afraid ke bad befiowed
Labonr npe thern m vain, Gal. iv. 10 11. We
inay ther: five juftly demand by what Autho-
nt" are the Holy-Days in the Church of End/and

eagined.  If by God’s, let us fee the Inﬁxtutmn
if by Muns how are thev more innocent than
thefe . complained of by ‘the Apoftle? If it be

‘ 2 anfwered
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anfwered, that thefe were Jewifd Holy-Days ;
and abrogated by Chrifts coming in the Flefh.
Ithould again enquire what Reafon can be
given, if we muft put off the Yoke that God
himfelf made, why we fliould put one upon our
Necks of our own Wreathing; and not ffaad
faft in the Liberty, wherewsth Chrift bas wade us
ree? -
f 1 might alfo infift upon the fad Cunfequences
of thefe Obfervances. thaie being commeniy
more Wickedn={; perpetrated upor thofe Days,
than a*any other Times , as tho’ Chnft was
Honoured by our Senfuality and Impiety.

We have the fame Complaint to make of the
Prelacy zad 1t’s Attendants, in the Church of
Englizd. We know nothing, the Scriptores
know nothing, of any imparity in the ordinary
Minifters of the Gofpel ; much _efs do we hind
any Warrant from the Scripiires. for a Diseeluin
Bifhop to’ claim all the Power of Furifdiltien
and Difeipline, as'well as of Ordination to him-
{elf; and thereby deprive the Miifters of the
Gofpel, of exercifing a great Part of the Charge
committed to them by the Lord Jefus Chit.
And we know nothing but the Commmandments
of Men. for the Arch-Bifbops, Lerd-Bifbops,
Deans, Prebends, Areh-Deacons Vicars, Curates,
and the like, belonging to the Hierarchy of the
Church of Eugland. |

I might here al{fo obferve, that we have like
Matter of Complaint. of the Difcipline of the

Churck |
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Chuarch of England. Who notwithftandicg they
have for above a hundred ardfifivYears paft,vear
ly confefled the waut of that godiv D:fcipline,
that was 11 the prmitive Church; yet they
taks no Care to reftore it to this Day : But have
21l their Difeir%ae managed by lay Courts, by
Chancellors, Commiffuries, Prodors, Apparitors,
&c. Ofhcers that the Scriptures are altogether
Strangers to. And what aggravates the Grie-
vance is, that isftead of that {piritual Difeipline
appointed by Chrift, tieirs is carried on by cor-
poral Infli¢ions, Imprifonments and Fines, to
the vaft Charge and temporal Injury of the De-
linquents, which we caa {ee no Warrant for
but the Commandments of M:n.

Thefe are fome of the chiet Obje@ions againft
our ftated Commumon with the Church of Eng-
land 5 tho many more have been made, and
might be 1nfifted on, fuch as the Cuncnical Vefi-
ments, the brokem Refponfes in Prayer, IWomen
fpeaking 1 the Churckes,m vecal Re:fponfes and
Repetition, contrary to the apoftolical Canon,
the .manfeft Corruptions 1in the old Tranflati-
on of the Plalm;s yet in Ufe ; with other like
.. Things, that I have no Time to particularly in-
1.t upon.

But the chief Obje&ion of all, 1s the Impo-
fition of all this; and their declaring by their
Canons, all thofe excommunicated ipfo Fadto,
t hat don’t approve all the Rites and. Ceremonies
~of the Charch of England ; and that don’t ap-
prove
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preve of the Government of the Church of
Enciind b\' ircd- Bifbops, Biffops, D'a,,., sreb-
Doicri axd th2 reft that bea.r Uince 1n the
fame L or thet pretend to groan uallor any Crie-
v zh*_.:mjmﬂ.lupcn them, by the Church of
Eisloed o or that dare allw that tiere are any
(_?nur\ ga‘ions ar Aflemblies in the Reaim be-
s the C wrch of Englurd, that may challenge
in thomfelves the Names of true and lawful
Crurches, Not to {peak of tiie many dreadful
Profiutions fuxf-“‘reu by thoufands cf {erious
Cf‘r'n fior their confcientious Nonconformi-

red

tv fe Things, hoping that thofe Days of
Tr 1b': mon are ceme to 2n Fud.
Whor canbe a greater Tyranny over Mens

S

Conizicnees, than *hxs 1s ? What can be more
contrary tn the Spirit of the Gofpel ; or more
de:tzudtive of that Charity, Love and Peace, that
arc the eidential Charadterifticks of a true
Chrift:iun ? How canthe Reformation be juftin-
ci.upen fach Principles? For if the Church of
£ugla:d have Power to impofe thefe Things
npon their fellow Proteftants ; the Churweh of
owrz by the {ame Reafon, had Power to mpoele
t?:e:r Doctorives and Verthi p upon them. Asl
have nb{:’-’rvel before. And for the {amne Rea-
{An that the enf Impsfitions were condern-
ilable. are th‘f ;:i me I b ‘utl‘l hkewiie to be
complainad of. ——- "t haT it hetrue, that s
12 greteft Dincrence i tite .7..*‘ sare of the Thi i
‘fmr\ff J by the Coure 1'; e '%"” the Charch

~
234
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* of England : Yet I muft take Leave to canclude,
that there 1s none at all, in the Authority to im?
pole taem,

2. From what has been faid there 1s juft Caufe
to confider, what Reafon there can be for thofe
of our Profethion, to forfuke the Way of Wor-
fhip in which they were educated, fir the fake
of thefe Additions of human Invention. We
have all the Effentials and Subftantials of War-
fhip, that is found 1n the Church of England, all
that Chnift has made our Duty to attend unon,
all that 1s a neceflary Mean of our balvcmon
and what do we want more ? Are thefe con tro-
verted Points Indifferent as we are told they be,
what Caufe then can there be, why we fhould de-
ftroy the Peace of our C‘mrchcs forfake their
Communion, and fet up oppofite Societies for

indifferent Thmgs ? Or are they efteemed nece{.'-
fary to Salvation by any of us? Can any be fo
weak as to fuppofe any Thing neceffary to Sal-
val1oi, that wants a divine Inflitution, and has
neither Precept nor Warrant from the Oracles
of Ged? Itisa {ad Cale if any built their Hope
of Szivetion upon the Prathce of thefe Things.
The ulual Plea, that we mult {ubmit te them
o Account of thelr 16‘5’ 1l LEftablifhment; has no
Place among us, whcre there 1s no pamculax
Profeinon  or Prmcxpl”s eftablifhed by Law,
Iam thereforre utterly i1gucrant, upon what
Greunds our new Profilites Change'thcir Opi-
mon and Commun,,

Many
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Many of my Audience are the Pofterity
of thofe who left their delightful Country and
pleafant Habitations, crofled the At/antick with
their Families, came into a howling W+ldernefs
among 1nnumerable Multitndes of barbarous
Salvages, encountred the moft amazin: Tryals,
DifRicuities and Difcouragements, to fly from
the Impofition of thefe Things; and to worfhip
God 1 Peace and Purity according to his own Ir-
flitutions. Arnd how remarkably were they
owned of God ! How fijnal were the Appearan- °
ces of his Providence in therr Favour ! Would
it not therefore be every Way our Intereft, to
imitate their Purity and Piety in worfhipping
the God of our Fathers, that he may be with us
as he was with onr Fathers, that he may remem-
Fer the Kinduefs of our Yourh, and the Love of
cur Efpoufals, when we came after bim  into
the Wild:rnefs, tnto a Land not Sown ¢ Why
then gad w: abour to chanze our IWay ¢

3. We may allo infer from the Text, that we
ought to be careful not to cer.fure one another, |
snd not to maintain Contenticns, Animofities -
and Alienation ¢f Affections, onAccount of thefe
debated Points. If we can’t join with others, be-
caufe they reack for Dadlriues, th:Commandments
of Men, let us not cenfure others for not {ubmat-
ungtothe Commandments of Men. If they withrut
Convi€tion fubmn:it to our Opinions, they fubjed
their Confciences to human, and not to divine Au-
thority:Aud our reeniving thisofuny isdemanding |

a
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! , aSubjection to us, and not to Chrift. We have in-
*  deed a Right to give the Reafors of cun Opinion;
and to endeavour to convince others, of what we
efteem to be Truth: Bat we have no Right to
claim their Aflent without Convi&ion ; nor to
be offended with them, for not thinking as we
¢ do; any more than they have to be coffended
with us for not thinking as they do. For every
one have the fame Claxm as we have, to judge
for themfelves, | .
To apply this to the prefent Cafe, what Caufe
} can there be for any Ats of Unkindnefs, for any
. -want of Friendfhip, Charity or Love, on Account
. of thefe different Sentiments ? If thefe Principles
on both Sides the Queftion, are confiftent witha
State of faving Grace, why not confiftent with
mutval Charity and Forhearance? If there may
, be fuch of each Party that are fellow Members
of the Myftical Body of Chrift, why thould they
not hive in Loveand Peace ; and not fa/l out &y
the Way, fer they are Brethren? 1f there be
fome Things in which we differ, there are much
greater in which we agree 5 thercfore whersin
Y o bave already atrain:d, Iet ‘us walk by the fame
Rule, iet us mind the (ame Thing. Let it be our
chief Emulation, to excel one another in Holi-

nefs, Piety, and Ufcfulne(s in the World.
Whatever 15 wrong, we are {ure thisis Right,
to bave brotherly Love rontinue., And let it be
always remembered, that there can be nc true
Chriftianity, without Charity, Kindaefs and
, Love.




(32 .
Tcove, BRoware cf Strife 'and Contention . fo0
yhere tiere are Contemiions, there i1 Corjulich
and zveryeuil Work. L
Fiually, this may be imnroved by Way of Fx-
hortation to cvery oze, to he awfuily careful,
that their Worthip don’t prove in vain. Therz

B

1s a great deal depends uponthe regular Prattice

of :Devotion ; and-it’s of 1nfinite Jmportance
that it be fo perfirmed, as to find Acceptarce
~ with God. There are other Things beiides fub-

- mittng to bwkan Infiitutions, that may render

our Wozfhip vein 3 {uch are in an efpecial Man-

ner; Unbelief, Hypocrify, Formality, and trifling
Jndiffetence- in the Daties of Reéligion. Let us
ther#fott: be ferions and folemn, earnelt “dnd
Ditigent, in feokiog the Favour of God inall the

Wavs of his Appomtment, depending upon thc .

Merits and Mediation of the blefled Redeemer,

to render our Perfens and Services acceptable to
‘him:gud to entitle us to an Inheritance ity

‘the Sats in Light.
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