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utrifque Chariras.

PHILADELP HIA: Printed &Scld by 8o w
Baaprorp at the Bible Second fivees. 1735

\ Ry
b ‘q G }éf,}",‘p )
L T pan, W kner gt
v .




RFMARKS

Upon a Pamphict, Entitled,

A LETTER to a Friend in the
 Country, containing the Subftance of a
SERMON, preached at Philadelphia,
in the Congregatmz of the Rev. Mr.
Hemphill.

SZSZ‘:V@ $RFXAT 15 a fad and affetting Profpe&,
: o;:y:,ag,.mg to confider the Diftrattions and

0 +e-¥ﬂ+4§c’g'} Confufions,Herefies and Schifms,
Q{&Z«- I Iiox ;hat the C(limrc*l} of b(;)hnﬁf has
. R OIQ aboured under for above four-
g%zégi?g!gg?&g teen hundred Years paft, by the
» %&3%3/3(@ 3 Impoﬁnonsof Crecds ; and a De-
fire of Domuison cver Men's
Conicxences, from the {pecious Prerence of ronzending
carneftly for the Faith,and of prefersing the Punt)}r
of our holy Religion.  Under thist/mbrage, almo
every Seft and Party have 1n their Turns, when
they have had the Igowcr in their Hands, ufed co-

ercive Methods, to bring others to the fame Pro-
feflion
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feflion with themfelves ; or as 1t has beem commonly
hrafed, to the Profeflion of the ortbodox Faith
till by devouring and being devoured one of an-
other, the inhuman Violences and Barbarities that
have fucceflively obtained, had almoft effaced out
of the Minds ot Men, all Remainders of that bro-
therly Love, Peace, Charity and Beneficence, thar
are the peculiar Charaéterifticks of a Difciple of
the Prince of Peace. .

But blefled be God, we are now in an Age of
Liberty ; an Age, wherein the Caufe of Lilerty
hasbeen moft exceliently defended,by many learned
and ingenious Perfons, againft all the Claims of
Tyranny and Perfecution ; that 1t's hopeful the
World will begin to confider themf{elves as rational
Creatures and free Agents, and not fo tamely put
their Necks under the Yoke for the future.

But as one Extream commonly begets another,
there now appears greateft Danger, that Ziberry
will be abuled to Licenticnfifs, and that to et-
cagpe Inpofition, we fhall open a Door to Jijsdclity,
and inftead of Chariry and mutual Forbearaiice, we
fhall make Shipzereck of the Faith as well as Peace
of our Churches, by the mixt Communions of thofe
moft oprofite to one another, in the eflential and
fundamental Articles of their Fairh,

Ard we cannot but fuppofe, that the Pariphlet
now under Confideration, has a direét Tendency to
this fad Event, notwithftanding the many vaiuable
Truths, {o fairly ftated, and rationally eftablifhed
by it.

"But left we may lay open to Mifapprehenfions,
+1.d be fufpeéted for Patrons of either of the fore-
mentioned Extreams, it may not be imvroper, to

give
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give the Reader a general View of our Sentiments
of the Caufe under Confideration, before we pro-
ceed to parucalar _dnimadverfions upon that Dif-
courfe.

In Order to this, we muft premife, as an immu-
table Foundation of all juft Conclufions in the pre-
fent Cale, that no Methods of Force or Violence, no

- temporal Injuries of any Kind, no Prejudices to the

Eftates, Honours, or Comforts of any Man or So-
ciety of Men, are ever lawful, upon the Account of

- any Difference in mere matters of Speculation, or

any difterent Sentiments in A rticles of Faith,or Prin-
ciples of Religion. Thefe fall under the immediate

" Cognizance of every Man’s Conicience, which has

no Mafter upon Earth, and is accountable to none

. but the fupream Lord of Conicience. As 1o me-

thods of Force or temporal! Injury, can have any
‘Tendency to convince the erroneous,or to alter their

. Inward Perfuafion whatever i1t be 3 fo it can be no

proper Method of promoting the Kixgdom of Chrif,
which 75 »or of this World, and urh;gch wants nofc

* of the Laws or Santtions of the Kingdoms of this

World, to advance or eftablifh it. The Fountain
of Peace and Love, can never be fuppofed to be the
Author or Encourager, of Cruelty and Barbarity,
or to eftablith his Interefts in the World, upon
the Ruins of all Humanity, Kindnefs and Compai-
fion. This were not only to violate the Laws of
Nature, and to {ubvert the great Defign of the Got-
pel, which 1s to bring us into an Eftate of Peace
with God and with one another ; but alfo to place
us upon God's Th;one, and to give us Dominion ov

ver the Servants of another Mafler.
As aConfequence of this,it muft alfo be obf'ervl:d,
that
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that every Perfon, and every religious Society, have
the 1ame Title to fuppofe themielves in the Kight,
and to ftedfaftly adhere to their own Sentiments
whatever they be.  For tho there certainly 1s from

t.
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help thinking as he does, unlefs he has been cri-
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* minally negligent, in fecking after Truth.

the Nature of Things, an infinite Difference be- |

tween Zruth and Erior, and infinite Danger of
damnable Delufions ; which fhould prompt us to

the moft ferious and folemn Search afier the Mind 1 -

and Will of God in his Word : Yet it is impofiible
for any Man to have greater Evidence of any Dog-

trinal
his own Mind. And every one that has attained

Men, or how diftant foever from the Truth, has all
the Affurance that he can have, or that any Body
elie can have, of being in the Right ; and 1s there-

forc utterly uncapable, without new Conviction, of
thinking otherwife than he does.  From whence

follows the neceffary Liberty of piivate JFudsmert,

to all Men, and to all religious Societies 1n the
World ; fince the Faith of one Man can no ways

affect the Safety of Another ; but every one mufs }

Believe and Anfwer for himiclf. And fince no
Man can have any Ailurance of being in the nght,
but what muft be alfo allowed to thoie of a contrary
Perjuafion, by all that difclaim Infallibihty.

. Ths introduces the thorny Queftion, how far
Chriftian Communion 1n all facred Ordinances

* fhould be extended ? To which we Anfwer, It

fhould extend to all, that we can.charitably fuppofe
to be real Chrifians. Whatever Errors any one
embraces, that are in our Opinion confiftent with

‘.viml Cbrtﬂit{nity,- fhould be no Barr to his enjoy-
' ing Communion with us in all Ordinances.
Truth, than the full and firm Perfuafion of } -1s, all that are united in what they fuppofe the
. Effentials of Chriftianity, fhould unite in partaking

this ‘Perfuafion, how different {foever from other.

hat

of all the Privileges of 1t, and nor fall out by the

} Way for they are Bretbren. 'To refuie thefe the

!

'

i

Privileges of Chriftians, that we can charitably
think belong to Chrift, 1s 70 bent our fellow Ser-
wants, and to rejett the only Claim,’ that any Men
in the World have, or can have, to thefe Enjoy-
.ments. For 1t 1s only on Account of our bein

Difciples of Chrift, and our Intereft in him, his
Covenant and his Salvation, that we partake of the
‘Seals of the Covenant ; which muft therefore be-

- long to every one, that has vifibly the fame Interef

with ourfelves, all his Miftakes notwithftanding ;
‘unlefs he throws a Barr in his own wa by his
fcandalous Conduét. But then on the other

This alfo leads us to abferve, the Neceffity of | ‘Hand, we can’t admit thofe to Communion in {eal-

N\

mutual Forbearance, Kindneis and Charity towards
ane another, notwithftanding our d:
tions 1n do&rinal Points, For I have no more
Caufe to be difpleafed with another, for his ditfer-
ent Opinions, than he has to be difpleated with me.
"T'is as much out of his Power, as out of mine to

hC]P
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ing Ordinances, whofe Errors we fuppofe incon-
fiftent with the Grace and Favour of God. This
were to feal the Covenant to thofé that have no In-
tereft in ir, ro have Communion with Chrift’s Ene-
mies, to ereét a Fellow(hip between God and Belial,
and to pave the Way to an utter Extirpation of
Chrift’s Interefts amnong us. It is true, that we are

not
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got infallible in our Judgment, Chrift may own
them at laft, whom we now difown. But yet we
have nothing but our own Perfuafion, to guide us

in this Affair. If the beft Light we have, repre-

fents them uncapable of a State of Grace, we muft

a& according to 1t. \
And as togmini/terial Communion, we fhould ad-

mit all te the Exercife of the Miniftry among us,
that we fuppofe qualified for the Work, according
to the Inftructions Chrift has given us in the Goi-
pel, and capable of doing Service in the Church of
Chrift, in tEat important Character, how @ﬁ'crcnt
focver in Opinion from us. To refufe thefe, were
to reje& fuch as Chrift has fent, and to deprive
his People of the Advantages he has provided for
%em ; as well as to tyrannize over our Brethren, by
reje&ing their Labours in Chrift’s Vineyard. To
admit others, were deliberately to fend Poyfon into
Chnift’s Houfkold, inftead ofy the Portion of Meat
which he has provided ; and to prejudice, inftead
of advancing the Intereft of their precious Souls.
And as every Society muft judge for themfelves in
this Matter; fo ought they to take the beft Meansto
be acquainted with their Principles, who offer them-

TJ “L | A
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. Prefacer’s Inve&lives, againft « the I!héoﬁtibm 63;

« Priefts, whether Popsfp, Prefbyrerian, or Epif-
“ copar, &c<. Ighorance and Error, Bigotry, Enthu-
“ firfm and Superftition. ” Let him found the A-

"larm among his Lay Brethren, and awakeni their

moft atveContert: tor rbe glorsousCaufe of Chrifiian
Liberty, and we will join with him, in earneftly

admontthing them z0 ffand faft in the Liberty,

cwberewith Chrift bas made them free. Only let
them not ufe thesr Liberty, for an Occafion to the

ut our Bufinefs is with the Subflanit of 4 Ser-
mon, preached sn the Congregation of the Rev. M.
Hemphill; and no doubt preached and publithed,
with a Defign to vindicate that Gentleman, and to
juftify his Claim,to preach what erronconsDo&trines

Bef ; nor for a Cloak of Mabicioufnefs.

| he pleafes among the People of dur Profeffian, and

to be notwithftanding indulged Minifterial Commu-
wion with our Synod, when undermining the Fout:
dations of our Faith and Hope. =~ .
The Queftion the Author undertakes to cohfider,
is, whether a Man that profefeth to Bélieve the
boly Scriptuies, and the Chriftian Schemse of Reli-

gion as contained in them, ought vt to ke admirred

felves to the Exercife of that facred Truft, and ¢70 Chriftian and Minifterial Communson, if uo Rea-

with what Apprchenfions thefe entertain, what

they believe to
Gotpel.

: \Jon can be alledged againft bim sn other Refpelts,
the eflential Do&rines of the | soby be fhould o gg f bim .

This he holds in the Affirmative, apd feems to
fuppofe it {0 {elf-evident; as to néed no Arguments

Thefc Things being premifed, we proceed to the fto confirm it.  All he pretends to, is “ to confider

Confideration of our Author’s Reaforin:s, and to J* the principal Argoments,

ered by thofe who

obviate the plaufible Objections, which he has %: contend for other Terms of Communion, than the

thrown in our Way.

* Relief of the holy Scriptures. ”  And we muft

‘There nceds no ipeeial Remarks upon the [accordingly follow him in this Path.

Prefacer’s

B The
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The firft Argument he propofes to anfwer, 18; ’
that 4 T eed on, by almoft all Chriftiam
Churches of ail &:om’nazions ; & Thing usisver- l
[ally pratiiced in the eariyTimes of Chrifisanity S,
ought mot to be abolifped, without the firorgeft Res-
fons. —— Now for the Point in Quefeion, we have
Antiquity, Unanimity, and the Praflice of the y
Cburch Tsme out of Mind. SR
Had we framed this Argumént, we fhould have :
pleaded the Authority of much carlier Times, than t
are here defigned ; and have recurred to the Dr- -
zeQions given by tde Aucient of Days, as our fureft '
Guide in this Matter. For we value one gpoftolical
Casion, myore than a Thoufand Decrees of Fatbers,
Popes or Couricils ; and more than any Practice of
all the Churches in theWorld,how vencrable focver

°
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manifcft, that there are fuch, who profefs a Belief
of the holy Scriptures, from whom we are w with-
draw Chriftian C union, on Account of their
dammngh!inqrs and Delufions. And the Rea on

of the Thing is the fame, with refpett gt

whote Errors appear to us equally dangerous. A
?l“rhi (;ondl;a& bhosﬁ.l be the iame rowards them.
s 1s what the Scniptures require of us, as will ap-
pear by the following Conﬁrsq‘g:ratiom.usg wi r
We are dire@led in Tie. 1. 10. 4 Han that <5
gn Herctick, after the firft and fecond Admanition

rejell. Now the a it, whether any Man
w2y be eficemed an Flererick, who tha Be- -

liet of the holy Scriptures ? If not, _ddamites, An~
;brqpommbites, Muggletorians, Ranters, Socinzans,
Arians, &c. muft elcape this Impcration ; and the
moft diftant Perfuafons m the Werld, muft unite 1a

it may appear from its hoary Head of Antiquiry. ) : e
For_Autiquitas fineVeritate eft ErrorssVetuftas.Cypr. : P0€ Socacri, from that generai Profeffion of the
Let the Caufe then be tried at the proper Barr. . Truth of the Scriptures, tha', from Principle, obliged

It is predifcd concerning the antichniftian or
apal Hierarchy, that they fheuld e Jefi 0 firong
%ehgﬁom, 20 belseve & Lie, that they all might be
damned,awbo belicved not theTruth, 2 Thef 111,12,
--- It is notorious to all the World, that the ?’apifs
rofefs 2 Belief of the holy Scriptures ; and yet the
E‘cxt affures us that their Errors are damning.
Since therefore, their HgZy renders them uncaga—'
ble of the Kingdom of Glory, they are manifeitly

E'

.}’
4

|
|.
|

unqualificd for the fpecial Privileges of the Kirg-
dom of Grace. And we are accordingly direlted
how to behave toward this myftical Balylon, in
Rev. xviii. 4. Come out of ber my People, that ye be
sot Partakers of ber Sins 5 and thar ye recesve ros

of ber Plagues.. From which it is moft clearl
” manifeft,

to aét in conunued Oppofition to cne anather ; 2nd
to be a continueq. Check upon each orier, n therr
%urigm}g ‘what they fuppofe the great Daties of:
hriftianity. But if therc may be Hererscks who
prefefs their Belief of the holy Scri (as there
certainly 3! if there be any fuck Thing as Here/y
in the Woeld) then we may, and ought to rejclt

fome fuch, as make that gencral Profeffion. -
We are direlled to 10 try the Spiriss, whether
45ey be of God, 1 Joh. iv. 1. And the Church of
Epiicfns 1s commended for eryping thew, which fap
they are Apofiles, and are not 5 and fording them
Zyars, Rev. ii. 2. Now it is a fufficient Frial in
this Cafe, to enquire into their Acknowledgment of
the Truth of the Scriptures, when their avowed
3 Principleg
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Principles are, in our Opinion, repugnant to the
whole Tenor of thofe Zleffed Oracles 2 1f 1o, the
forementioned Contufions will neceflarily obtain ;
and we muft bave Fellowfbip avith the unfruitfub
Works of Darknefs, and not reprove tiem. Nay if
fo, the quoted Texts will be found impertinent.

For can 1t be {uppofed, that thefe falfe Apofiles,
that were tried and deteted by the Church of

Epbefus, were fuch as denied the Truth of the §

Scriptures 2 "This would at once have difcovered

them, their own Mouths would have condemned |
them, that there would have been no Place for |

Trial. No, it’s manifeft, that they (like almoft all

-rendred themielves unqualifed for

L o)

muft we turn away from ’em, by turning to "em,

' and embracing them 2

The Apoftle reproves his Galarians, for being fo
foon removed from the Grace of Chrift unto a;:otb{v"

" Gofpeb, which wcai not anothers but there were fome

that sroubled them, and would gervert the Gofpel
of Chrift. Gal. 1. 6,7. — From whence it’s manif¢

-that there were fuch who acknowledged the Truth.

of the Scriptures (for they brought not another.
Gotpel) who by fubverting the Gofpel of Chrif?,.
ndred them . hrifian and
Minifterial Communion. How elie were the Ga-
bati:n; culpable, for following them and adhering

fucceeding Hereticks in the Chriftian Church) pre- | 'to them 2 Vie might add many other Arguments
tended thePatronage of Scr}{gture,for their damning §j from Scripture, againft this latitudinarsan Scheme :

Errors, which made it neceflary to fearch out their
falfe Pretences, and falte Opinions. But if on the
other Hand, we may #ry thole, who profefs thetr
Belief of the Scriptures,and yet hold whatwe efteem
fundamental Errors, then fuch a Profeflion is not
fufficient, to entitle every one,both to Chriftian and
Minifterial Communion.

 We are taught to turn aavay from [uchk, as kave

+“ ed by others not neceffary, and al

but it’s time to hear what our Author has to fay.
“ When the Ewruch, (fays he) when Cornelius,
“ when three theufand Souls at once were con-

. verted, there 1s not the leaft Hint, that any of

“ theArticles of Faith now ftiffly maintain'd by fome
“ Se&ts of Chriftians, as effential ones, and efteem-
together reje@ted

“ by others as erroneous, were impofed as Terms of

& Form of Godlinefs, and_deny the Power tkereof, | “ Communion ; or ever mentioned at all. »
2 Tim. ui. 5. Thefe muft be fuch as acknowledge i It muft be granted, that in the firft State of the
the Truth of the Scripturcs, they would not other- i Chriftian Church, a general Prcfeffion of Faith in

wife have the Form of Godlire/s. There can beno § Chrift, was ail that was required, inOrder to Chrif

Form or Appearance of Godlinefs, in thofe pro-

fefled Chriftians, who deny the only Rule and

Standurd of Godlinefs, the Book of God.- And how ¢

~ muft we turn awaﬂofrom fuch 2 Mutft it be by hug-

ging them in our Bofoms, and receiving them into

hriftian and Minifierial Communion 2. That i f

. muft
. 1

‘tian Communion:  But it muft alio be granted,that

as foon as any Errors fprang up in thofe boly So-
cicies, they were (harply animadverted upon by the
Apoftles 5 and all the ghurchcs warned to beware
of them. Bewareof Dogs,bewvare of cvil Workers,

beware of the Concifion, Phil. iii. 3. Beware leff any

Mn Jpoib you, ‘shrouzh Phitofophy and vain De-

ce:r,
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ceit, afser theRudiments of the World, and rot afrer | be flopt, For there are many unruly and vain
Curift, Col. ii. 8. Now 1 befeech you Brevbrenymark \ Tujkers and Deceivcrs, efpecially they of the Cir-
them wbich caufe Divifions and Offences, consrary | eumcifisn, WHO SE MO UTHS MUST BE
10 the Doltrine which ye bave bearned 5 and 4void Q STOPPED, who [ubvers awhobe Houfes. &e.

sbem, Rom. xvi. 17. Perverfe Difpusings of Men | Tit i. 10, 11. Where y the Way, it may bz ob-
{erved, that fome fuch were to be denied minifterial

of corrups Minds and deftitute of the Truth,—
Communion, who profeffed their Belief of the hely

from fuch withdraw thy [elf-——avoiding profans |
and vain Babblings, end oppofition of Seience falfly ‘ﬁ,?ipmm’ as they of the Circumcifion certainly

fo called, which fome prefe(fing, bave erred concern- ‘

éng tbe Fairh. 1 Tim. x1.'5, 20, 21.  From which }  “Thys we have briefly confidered this Cafe, as it
and many more fuch like apoftolick Admonitions; | i reprefented by the firft and purelt Anriquiry s
it appears that tho' there were no particular Con: |

| ) ¢ | - and fince all the fucceeding Ages of the Church,
feffrois of Faith and Tefts of Orthodexy then ufed, |; were erring and fallible Men like ourfelves, we dif-
in admitting any to Chreftian Communion ; yet the § ‘claim al Pretences of building upon their Authority.,
Churches were exhorted to beware of, 0 avoidy and | We difclaim all Arguments from Prefcription, An-
to withdraw from, thofe that fwerved from th4| cient Pra&tices, or the Cuftoms of the beft and
Faith, and were fundamentally erroncous, though | pureft Churches in the World ; or any fuch like
with Refpeé to thofe, whole Miftakes were to b8 vain Apologies for Bigorery, Superzlition, and
fuprofed confiftent with a State of Grace, they were Impofitions. We are content, that the Caufe be
to receie one another, as Chyift abfo recesved them § tried and decided, by the only Srandard of the
to the Glory of God, Rom. xv. 7. This was the g'rxa - SanBuary. |

o @

mitive Praétice in thisCafe, and we fee no Neceffity - The fecond Argument the Gentleman pretends
of any other Method now. . - to Anfwer, 1s thus propofed,

" But with Relpect to meniflersal C:o»m;umon,therg Every Soiesy; fay Creed-Impofers, hus a Rizhe
was more Care and Caution enjoin’d, in the Ad- 15 make fuch Lavws, as feem neceffary for its Sup-
miffion of Candidates to the facred Employment.t pors gnd Welfare. The wery Nature o fa Society
Lay Hands fudderly upon no Man, 1 Tom, V. 23§ veguives, and fuppofes this, elfz it would ly open io
The things thas thou baft beard of me among many § o} Kinds of Enemies ; there would be no Provifion,
Witnefes, the [ame commit thou to fasthfub Meml no Remedy againft the Intrufion of Adver(aries,
sbat [balh be able to teach others alfo, 2 Tim. 1. 249'2p4 might defiroy its very Viials. In a Word, no
And if any in the Exercife of the Miniftry, Were} Afoans 1o keep them off, or turn them out. And why
likely to fubvert the Faith of their Hearers, by theit{ of 1)) imaginable Sicieties, a chriftian ove alone,

falfe Dottrines. they were by apoftolick Infiution{ 50,17 e deorived of fuch 4 Righr, is not 1o be aoe
to be Silenced, that the deftruétive Gangreen mxg‘lﬁ counted forl.o &c. S/ £

. In
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In Anfwer to which A
very 3:!2{ obierved the vaft Dif
civeh, and a cbriftian Sociery.
Power to make what Laws they
for their own Defence and Prefervation : but the
latter are abfolutely fubjeSted to the one Lawgsver,
that is able to fave or defiroy. And no Man nor
Society of Men upon Earth, have any Power to im-
pote their Zaws. or their Literpresations of Chnit's
Laws, upon other Mens Coniciences. It 1s true,
that ¢ every Subje& is equal to any other Subjett;
« their Concerns have nothing to do with this
¢ World, every onc 1s acco:mtab%c for his Belief to
« Chnft alone. ™ Every Chriftian Society 1s
upon an equal Level of Liberty, and has equal
Claim to Power and Authority. It is ridiculous,
for one Church or Socicty to claim that Authority

nty, between a
he former havea

ent, the Author ha¢ '

think beft, |

1
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the Sasnts. This were to put the Stamp of Diviné

Authority, upon all the moft contradiCtory Schemes

and inconfiftent Decrees, of all the different Seéls,
that have ever been in the World ; to blend toge-
ther Lisht and Darknels, T7uth and Error 5 and
to bind vur Ceniciences to the impoflibility of be-
lieving all the moft unrea‘onable, and moft Opypo-
fice Principles and Practices, for Divine Injuntions.
W hence it follows, that no Church or Society has
this Autho ity. ‘Lo pretend to it, is to violate that
Lsberry «wherewith Chisft bas made us free.

Aid it 1s upon thele very Principles, that we op-

ole this Gentleman’s Scheme, and infift upon 1t,

ar we are not obliged toadmit all teChriftian and
meﬁepal Communion, who piofefs their Belief of
g_hc Scriptures.  For tho’ it be true, that I have no
Jufter Pretence than any « ther Perfon, to deteinine

to make Laws, or to impofe their Interpretations of | what is a fundamental Article of Religion ; and on
that Account to impofe my Opinion upon others :

the Laws of Chrift, which they deny to another
Church or Scciety.  For if Chrift has given this
Authority 1o any Church, he has given 1t to every
Church, without Difference.  He has given no
Charter to any particular Church, exclufive of o-
thers. To fay that this Authority belongs to the
truc Church, to the pureft or beft conflituted Church,
is to fay juft nothing at all. For every religious
Society 3s fuch to itfelf; and every one has
an equal Aflurance of its Orthodoxy, and 1s e-
qually fallible, And then on the other Hand, 1t 15,
in:Jike Manner, ridic:lous, to imagine this legiflarive
Perwer lodged 1nevery Church, or Sociery of Chrif-
tians. ‘This were not only to condemn the Rofor-
mation, and 10 juftify the Duguifition 5 butto make

God the Autbor of Confufion in all the Churches ;f
’ 44

Yet] have an undoubted Right, to j.dge for my

'} felf, and to r¢jedt thofe Opinions which I think

3

L

E
*

| fundamentally erroneous s

. and confequently to enjoy
the Liberty of my Co.x{}:z'e;:ce, by ret ting Commu-

aion with thofe, that [ think urqalified for it. As
- onthe one Hand, I may not afl wne £.f2/li%il:ty to

myielf, by determining what are Articles findamen-

; taily neceflary for others to believe ; fo on the othre

Hand, I'cannot afcribe that Jufullibility to orhers,

.whereby thy can determine againit my Cos jFience,

that this is not fundamental which I efteen: to be
fo. AsImaynot impoic my Credos:s on orker
Mcn, neither may they impole theitson me. If |
think in my Conicence, Aaiifm (for Inftance)
snqualifies 2 Man for my Communion, muft I be

C tareed
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forced againft my Corfcience, to have either Chrif-

tian or Minifterial] Communion with fuch a Perion? |

What then becomes of the Fresdom and Liserty
that this Author {o ftrenzonfly argues for 2 And 1t

may be here obferved, that this Cafe is the fame §-

wih refped to a Religious Socicty, as a_fingle
Perfon. Every Sociery who in their Coniciences
think any one unfit : r
fterial Communion, have theLiberty to declate him
{o, and to refufe Communion with him, let his Pro-
feffion be what it will. None are to be impofed
upon in this Matter, againtt their Confciences : For
i{P Impofitions are lawful in this Cale, they are by
the fame Reafon, in ail Cafes whatloever.

But ourAuthor tells us, that * if JefusChrift has
« not diftinly and pofitively pronounced,that fuch
¢
L 3

<«

o o

fo and not otherwife, is neceffary to Salvation,
then the Socieries pronouncing and impofing the
« Belief of it, aceording to its own Interpretation,
« 25 32 Term of Chriftian or Miniftertal Commu-
“ nion, feems plainly to be an unjufhifiable affuming
« 3 Power, that belongs to Chriit alone ; a tyranni-
¢ cal treating, as a Rebel, one whom perhaps, Jefus
« Chrift himfelf loves asone of his moft faithful
« Subjects ; and a manifeft Infringement upon the
¢ moft {acred Laws of Chriftian Charity.

]

-~ a6 N

But by this Gentleman’s Leave, we muft obferve ¢

to him, that if the Sociery think, that Fofus Chrift

bas moft diftinétly and pofitively pronounced, thas g

Sfuch and fuch a Jpecubarive Posnt, underfood fo and
[0 and not otherawife, §s neceffary 1o Salvation, 1t 18
the fame Thing in this Cale, as 1f it were really {0}

tho' perhaps they may be greatly miftaken. Tho

we

for their Chriftian or Mini- |

and fuch a fpecalative Point, underftood fo and

¢ of Communion ? &

[ 7 ]
we are all fallible ; yer evey Afar’s, and every So-
ciery’s Opinion, is ri+ht to themfelves ; and every
one m:{t underftand the Mind of Chnft, in his
Woid, for him'elf, and follow the beft Light he
hzs.  1f theretore, upon the beft Enquiry they can
make, they think fuch a fpeculative Point neceffary
to Salvation, and the Beliet of it neceffary to Chrit-

-n1ian or Minitterial Cemmunion, 1t's no Tmpofitiosn,

Tyraviy or Iifriig-ment upos Charity, to declare
their Opintons 5 and to aét according to ’em, by

-denying Communion to thofe, whom they fuppote

Chrift difowns and will rejet at laft. But on the
contrary, ‘twould be the greateft Z5ranny and In-

" gofi:ion that is poflible, to be obliged to admit any

to Comra:nion that they think unqualified forit;

.and 1o fin againft their own Corfriences.

This Author aliows, that 2 Numéber of Ater,Fave
the [ame Literzy to think ard act sn Religior, that

.one AMan h1;. To which he fubjoins, * Eut then

“ what will authorize you, or the Church, to im-
“ vote thele Tenets and Forms upon him, asTerms
To which we anfwer, if the
Terets and Forms be fuch as we efteem effential,
and neceflary to Salvation, that fame Liberty to

‘¢'i.k and «ft in Religion, which was juft now

¢rared, autherize: us {110° not to impofe, yet) to
it ::pon, thefeT'erfns of Communion. And what-
ever 1s further than this, we acknowledge to be
tyroniic-l Impofition.
The Gentleman adds, “ You eannot fay he is not
“ a Chriftian, for he folemnly profeflfes to belicve
“ the holy Scriptures, Let l‘:im alone as to his
“ Belief, nay hear him patiently if he is willing to
“ preach to you 5 for hie may be in the right, (ogr »
C: Bat
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But it’;gﬂib!c that we can fay he is no Clriffian,

notwithftanding he rofefles to believe the holy
Scriptures.  For 1t's certain to Demondtration, that

sf therg be any _.cady uad invanable Charaéter and
(ﬁzrnz@ticn neceflary to the being a Chrijtian ;
aad if there be any fda belongs 1o the Word
Chrifisan, there have fuch, who have profcfl-d
to behieve the Sceiptures, that were no Ca: ¢fzans.
We challenge this-Avthor, to inftance in any one
Artcle of Religion, that fome who have made that
general Prof ‘have not dilowred. It the Ac-
kcowl t of an s77:51¢ Gsd, belong to the 1d2s
of a Chrifiiar, the Ariiiopsmorgiiites, who tho. ght
they could prove from Scripture, that the diane
Being had a limited bodily Shape, were no Chnif-
tians. If theBelief of Chrift’s Lavini:y be neceflary,

the Soceniars and Aixr:s are;notwithtanding their
Acknowledgment of the Scripw.res, divetted of that

l

CharaQer. If Faith in the L.carnatipn and Mu- Y

marity of Chrift are necefliry, we co ld inftance
uch, that have denied This; and yet awn'd the
Truth of the holy Scriptures. If it be neceffary for
a Chriftian that he believe a furure eternal Siacc of
Rexwards and Puc:ifpincnirs, how marny are there
that forfeit that facred Titie, by their Dichelief of
this, notwithftanding their profeficd Belief of . the
Scriptures. If the acknowicdgment of any efta- |
bliflied Miniftry or Oidinances 1n the Church is §°
neceflary, the Quiezefts, that pretend to be above
Ordinar.ces, have no Risht to the Chriftian Name.
¥ the Belief of Chrif’s Sarisfalticn belong to the
Charalfler of a Chriftian,we could diredt gur Author
to an Acquaintance with one, that has jorfeited that
Charutler, by endeavouring to underaunc . If
o - | none

-phfied.  And all this by the

“ tr.e Chrftan ; and as fuch, Ithick,
' Reafon, that Jetus Chnift, the fole King and Go-

"

-but fap
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none of thefe are neceifary, 2 Man may be a Crif
tia~, though he disbeheves the Being zf an mﬁn’{c
God, both the divine and human Nature, as well as
the Sausfaltion of Chnft, all the Ordinances of

- Chniftianity, and all future eternal Rewards and

F_ntikments ; And in 2 Word every Article of the
Chafhan Fauh, 2s might be particalaiiy exem-
¢ transformi
Cozrm of their profeffing their Belief of the holy
Scriptures. -
B.t we aretold, “ He certainly is or may be a
we may

“ dety all the World to fhew from Scri or

* vernour of the Chriftian Chirch, allows any Man,
“ or any ict of Mem, or any Nation to refuic him
“ Admittance, to all the Acivamagcs and Comfor:s
“ of Chniftian, and confequently of Minificrial
¢ Cornmunion. ™ -
We muft again entreat the Lilerty to judge for
ourfclves 1n this Mauter 5 a Ltmhldi, J:f can't
: ie, belengs to every Man, and every So-
Cicty of Men 25 fuch.  And if we confcientioutly
beiicve he 1s not, and cannot be a true Chriftian,

‘that he is not and cinnor be qualiied for Commu-

aion wrth us, our Opinion amounts to Certainty
with Refpect to ourfelves ; and to a& againft i, is
to itn againit our Coniciences, and confequently
againft God ; unto which no Perfon or Sociery may
be conftrained.

Opinion with Weaknets, Error or

To charge oar

Miftake’in this Cafe, is at once to enervate all oar

Author’. fine Arguments for buman Liberry. For
gvery Sociery in the World, fuppofe thoic of an Op-
pofite
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pofite Opinion to be erroneous ; and if this Zslerty
of judging for ourfelves be denied to the erroncous,
it ‘mutt be denied to every Body. And thus we
fhould argue all Chiifts ‘berty into the Grave,

It maykbe expeted, we imould fay fometsing tr- |

ther about Ainifterial Communion n this Flace,
fince this Author {o particularly urges 1. ¢« hear
him patiently (fays he) if he be wiiling to preach
“ to you. " But muft we hear him, whether we
will orno! We have but httle Ziberty let:, it we
have noChoice in this Matter, but muft be obliged
to hear every one that is willing to preach to us.
Let him preach to thofe that are willing to hear
him ; but lcave us to our own Judgment and Con-
icience.

He difallows any Men, or any fet of Men, or any
Nation to refufe bim (whoever profefles his Belief

of the holy Scriptures) _Admitrance to all the |
Alvantages and Comforts of Chriftian, and coiife-

quently of Minifterial Communson. Here we m:ft
again put in our Petition for LIBERTY, to ecach
Chriftian Socsety to judge for themfelves, who are,
and who are not qualified for the Exercife of the
Miniftry among them ; who are likely to ferve the
Interefts of Chrift's Kingdom, and” promote the
Welfare of precious Souls, and who are like to fub-

- vert both of thefe. If we muft not judge the Qua- ,

lifications of our Minifters, we may expeét a Halel,
but nota Church of Chriff. If we muft approve
- and fupport fuch in the Exercife of the Mimifry as
mong us, whom we in our Coniciences believe are
atting counter to the great Ends of the Miniftry,
we have loft all LIBERTY of being faithful to
God, and our own Coniciences, .
| Another

@ omm
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Another drguisent confidered by this Author
i was this. ’

Previte Judgment in Matters of Relizion, <wi
eerrainly bg alzldftred of by Creed O;fpcfersfngo:’gf
vy Man may judge for bimfelf; rhen be may join
-zmbf Juch gﬁqr Jlfezzl as think as be does.

m:y jorm a Socsety, and feparate themfeives from
-0theis, who in their Il/?tfz;tbinkjng, masmain per-
ncious Errors.  Tkey may reject ary Teacker, tha
maritarks erroncous Notions, sn Points xbich they
Jook upon ai effertial, &c.

It muft be” confeffed, that the Gentleman has
here fairly ftated our Argument ; but he has been
fo unhappy, as prefenly to forget the State of the
Queftion, and to conteft with an Adyv » _as op-
Pofite to our Sentiments, as his own. For thus he

bcgz;in}sI his fz_\nfwer,

* How from the Right of prevare 1

% 1s inferred, that you §nay rch.,ife 2 Mﬁwm
:: or Minifterial Communion, upon Account of hjs
: differing from you in Things difputable, I am
“ utterly ata Lofs to fec. ” And we profefs our
felves at the fame Lofs, if he means by Thines
difputable, ail, or any of thote Things, that arcn'gt
mthe Society’s Opinion, effential Articles of Chrife

| tianity,  Thefe (as we have {o often declared be.

fore) cannot, confiftently with Corifis berrs
‘be infifted upon, asTcrmZ of Communifmfﬂ ILI: flc;:g:
<t cvery onc abound in his own fenfe; and et
‘thefe be difpated as every onc pleafes. We can’
too (3ﬁen declare, that the "Daor of Chiy san Com-
munson, {hould ftand as wide open as t{fc Gates of
Heaven 5 and each Chriftian Society, have a Right
to judge for themfelves how wide that is, Bye
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then, they are not Things difpuzable with any So-
ciety, which they thinggcsﬁm{?any neceflary toySaﬁ
vation. Let others difpute them as much as th
will, they are with them an invariable Foundation,
upon which their Hope for E:errity is bult. ‘
_ 'This heing confider’d, we allow that we cannct
f ice deny to anotber,thar Prsvilege of private

~ arotber, spon a fpeciative Point, not in our Opi-
~ nion to Salvation ; wpon which we would
~ noz Le willirg to be cenfured ourfelves.  We allow,
- that ore fbould siot refufe that Man Communion with
#s, us a Chriftier, ko (we can fuppoie) may be
decmed by the Aimighty bsmfelf, a goed Chriftsan
We allow, that there :s no Uie at all of Impofizions,

but 1o make aMan di[Jemble, and freak a Language |
a }ém o

foreign 1o bis Heart.  We allow, that if

Piery and Vertue, Learning and good Serfe, differ
pinch (if not in Effentials) f;
diety to xvhom be |
ferences do not affect bis Chriftiansty, there can be

#0 Reafon affigned for rejelting bim. We only |
claim t{xc Prjiﬁékge, whichjour %uthor {fo freely

grants, ro make Choice of our Misvifler, as our Fudg-
ment and Confticsice direlts us. ‘Thus far we are

agreed. o
" But thereisa plaufible Objeftion thrown in our:!
Way, which may be fuppoled to affelt our Opinion

and Pralice ; \which is therefore neceffary to
obviare,

“« Asto the Wrong done (fays the Gentleman)

* to 2 Mar, who 1s denied Communion with a So-

¢ ciety of Chriflians, it is obvious, that the Thing

¢ 1s ot fo harmlefs as our Creed-Impofers alledg{i.1 ”

¢

yom the Church or So-
offers bis Miniftry, if thefe Dif:,

S .

’ rlcafi:é; |
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\ Hé gdes on to urge, that by being efte ned an He-

retick; he may fuffer in his Reputation : that by
being branded with Hrrefy by the Rulers of the

. Church, he may want all the” Advanfages of pub-

lick Truft, Honour, Profit or temporal Favours,
and fo fuffer in his worldly Circumftances: Poverty

‘and Contempt may porfue him, and deftroy his

Health and Conftitution

k s ; and fo he may fuffer in
1s very Perfon. |

.~ This Argument is allowed to‘i:ejaﬁ, againft re-

fufing Comm..nion to any, that we can, in Charity,
fuppofe to be true Chrifhians ; and that are not in

~eur Opinion, fundamentclly erromeous. We will

therefore leave this Pratice to his fevereft Cenfures.
Let him call it Tyranny, Perfecution, or what he.
) But then, if the Man who crles out {0
oudly of Wrong in this Cafe, disbelieves fuch Ar-

ticles, as are. by the Society which difowns him,

cfteemed neceffary to Salvation, we may aniwer all
thefe Outcries againft Perfecution, in the Gentle-

.man’s own Words. pag, 22, % The Anfiwer is ob-

“ vious, that Man does not at all pretend to Com-
“ munion, for he declares himfelf no Chriftian.----

% We don’t excluide him, he exclides himfelf. **

It is Certain that fome who have disbelieved the
Scriptures, have, for temporal Motives, offered

*themielves to Communion in Chriftian Societies,

And if thisWay of R eafoning be good with Refpeét

- to thefe,it is alfo good' with Rc’fge& to thofe,whofe

Errors are in the Opinion of the Society, equally
dangerous. Whether the Scciety’s Orvinion be 1n
this Cafe right, or wrong, it’s the iame Thing. It
18 right to them, and they have Tiberty to j dge
for themielves. Muft aDSrwciery admit an Enemy

to
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% the Lord Jefis Chrift (for fixh he is o them) | op

to partake of the fpecial Priviicges of his Kingdom,
for fear it may bcfr:ccidcnul!y ?x&scrvicabk,to fuch
a Perfon’s temporal Interefls, to refafe him 2 They
infli& none of theie Penalues, by refiding Comm:-
nion in fealing Oxdinances ; they are the necefia
Coniequences of his own Opinton  If it be fas
that h- cannot help thinking as he does, it is an-
fwered, neither can the Society help thinking as
they do, nor alting as they do, m ref,‘ix? Com-
m nion with him, while icy follow the Listtates
of their own Confciences. Let him thercfore feek
Cemmunion, with tho'e that can in Cenicience join
with him. There is otharwife no eica 1&&&':
ams, [ okt il e ok Gt
uences or the Socsery mal

:lgainﬁGod, to fave him from Temporal Difad-
va

ntages.
The Author purfues the fame Chain of reafon-
ing, wich to Miniflerial Commanson. * A
¢

% Man (iays he) may have fpent his Subftance and
“ Youth, t?) fit ?um!Zh’ for thP:an:ﬂty ; 1fhebe

® rejetted, when there is nothing againft him but
% his refufing to fubfcribe Creeds, which perhaps he
¢ don’t weil underftand ; or 1n the Belief whereof
“ he cannot reft entirely fatishied ; or if he refufes
“ 1t for fome other Reafon, it is or may be a very

reatDifappointment. Then follows the general
« Odium, Sﬁm coYantly purfues the poor Soul,
“ once called a He;crick. 'ic Cafe 1s yet worfe,
“ with 2 Man that has becn 2 Minifter for fome
“ Time———for he is immediately deprived of
* Office 5 and may, for ought I know, he and his
® Family, go and ftarve on a Dunghill, »

———

¢

l

Here
l

for wlom Cbrift

gy

Here again we are content, that he fhould drefs
the impleaded Praftice, 1n -as trightdful A ppear-
ances as ne is capabie of (For he can hardly give
100 bed an ldea of 1t to the World) 1t he means by

Judlcribirg of Creeds, the making any Thing, but

what tiie Suc.ery think effennally necefliry, a Te:m
of Minifterial Communion. For if a Man be, in
the Sovic y's Cpinion, qualified for the Work of
the Minuioy, and like to ferve the Inrerefts of
Chrift’s Kingdom, they can with a good Corfcience,
admit him to the Exercite of the Miniftry with
taem ;no'withitanding leflerDiffercaces of Opinion,
1 extra-effential Poiats ; and therefore, all the
Hard:L:ips conieq:ent upen their refufing him this
Privilege, might be prevented, if they would welk
¢darszally 5 and not deffroy Bum <with their Meat,
dizd. But then on the other
Haud, if he embrace fuch Errors, as in the Judg-
ment of the Society, unqualify him for a fankful
and ficceisfu] Diicharge of that important Truft,
they cannat ad:mit him to the Cure of Souls, with-
ot wifaitbfuln- [5 1o Godand their cwn Confciences.
Whatever Infhcoinaes, whatever Mardfla:s or
Dittrcfles, may follow from their difowning or fc-
paraung trom him, are out of theiwr Power 10 pre-
vent. They muft ka ¢ him to the neceflary Con-
feq enzes ot his Sentirents; or themielves to the
S-ings of theic own Cuifciences, It were therefore
as reajonable to impute to them, all the Srickrefs
and ‘Puajr, or other Calamities incident to heman
Life, as thofe Sufferings which they could not pie-
vent. Why then fhould fuch a Perfon offer his
Service to a Sociery, that cannot, confitent to their
known Priucipies, receive him 2 Why fhould he

L: endeavour
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eéndeavour to thruft himfelf upon thofe, whofe Prin-
- ciples are effentially different from his 2

As for thé other Arg.ment, from the various and
jarring Opinions, and the Confufions that would

rufh 1nte the Church of Chrift, where Creeds are |

not impofed, we fee nothing in it ; bur agree with
this Author, that Uniry in Afféction & in reciprocal

Benevolence, are more neceflary for the Well-being

of the Church, than Uity in extra-effential Spe-
culations. |

Thus we are prepared to confider his Pofl/cript,
the Arguments whereof are mott juftly and ftrongly
urged, againtt all Jmpofirions of every Kind. but
~ wecan’t fee how they at all affe¢t us, who are as
little pleajed, with any Pretences to an swpofirg
“Poaver, as that ingenious Author can be. Letit
be remembred, that we allow no Power in any
Church or religious Society, to determine what Ar-
ticles of Religion are, or what are not effennial to
Salvation, for any but themlelves, and thofe that

~—
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“ religious Rights of o:hers are affected, will fiot
“ this ).thfy any Encroachments upon ourreligious
“ Rights, that any Man or Body of Men fhall
“ yudge neceffary and juft. -— To apply this to the

.“ popifs Principles, pray what has the popify Church

“ been doing all thus while, but purfuing this very
“ Principie 7 Has fhe not judged for hertelf, in

. all the Cresds fhe has ever p.blithed 2 Has fhe

“ nut j dged for herfelf, that the is infailible 2 Has
“ {te not as the natiral Conteq.ence ot this,

}.“j deged, thar ali Men ought to iubmit to her 2

|

“ Has iLe not ) :dged for herlelf that {he ought to
“ ute Force, and that Hireticks ought not zo live

% at ali ? &

The Failucy of this Way of reafoning, confifts in
the Ambig-1ty of the Queftion; and 1n his not

*ditinétly confidering, - how the Exercifing of our

private Judgment, affedts the religious Rights of
others. Lert 1t be ficftlaid down as a ‘Prelimsnary,

‘that every Man has Lzberry, and every Society has

are willing to join with them upon their own Prin- |

ciples, We allow of no Coxfeffiox of Fasth, as a
Tcij}t of Orthodoxy for others, but only as a Declara-
tion of our own Sentiments ; nor may this be 1m-
pofed upon the Members of our own Society, nor
their Affent required to any Thing as a Cordttion
of their Communion with us ; bur what we efteem
effentially neceffary. If others differ from us, the
have Liberry to think for themielves, 1if they waill
but allow us the fame Liberty. How then are we
concerned with that Gentleman's Reafonings ?
“ Now if all Men are right in following their
“ private Judgments (fays he) even where the
, “ religiows

Li"erry.to0 j.dge for themfelves, and for none bat
themielves, and all thete fine Appearances will
vant/h.  Upon whom then can theChurch of Rome
exercife this Foice, that her privare Fudzment leads

. her 10 2 Muft 1t be upon thote that agree with her

i Opinion, or thofe that donot 2 They that join
m the fame Sentiments with her, want no Con-

- fhraint to be of the Opinion they have already em-

. Qentiments from her, are out of the

b-aced and adhere to. They that are of different

Qé,cﬂion, and
cannot, by thefe Principles, be the Objets of her

Force 5 for fhie is to jadge for none but Lertelf,

Men,
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' ] s their relizious

Men may pretend that 1t affels the revigion . . .
Rights, 1o be denied Communion o;gc an S‘ﬁt‘?: | : 3;““' ﬁb: t;om‘tﬁ&c;l;:cﬁmmﬁ R Scng
to which they ﬁg rcc* Fl}.:aiflit?oas Rrie;r:mo; ‘thsc “ turcmThxs cuts the Nerves of all antichnftian
g;?;egvonniuii ing;c, to be ffrccc} to Zigmit them, ﬂl." Authority, and Jeaves us a fixt Point to reft at. ®
when convinced that they are altogether uan‘a" . . . .
lified Subjects, cither for the Kingdom of Ggg l wb?;r;fmﬂg)“ t be P o Tt wre b:z
or Glory ? It may indecd, in fome Laies 70 -5 0 refs Decifions of Scripeure. A late Cham-
the Repuration of the ommers o ichisan | pion for the Church of Rome, has found the Scri
affects the Corfuiences of the latwer, which 8 m | B e ey requiring the U of that
infinitely greater Concern. A TForce, this Author is impleading, in thofe Words
. et it be further obferved, that the prefent co»fgol them 1o come in.  And chere 1s fcarce any
Deb:tc lis aebout Matters of JFuith and not Of - fue{yh 1n Chrlf}g;l?m»‘ but;lgat fuppofe th
Pratlice. It is therefore, very unpaft to arg.c, ‘ ave the exprefs Devifions of Scripture, to 3

sbeyry <+ bebjeving tor oariclves, their Sentiments. The _rigns have {s
f;%?t isth:cceli;l‘arv {0 "Salvatien, o a Liberty .0f {1 Seripture [ Tbe Fatker is greater thin 1 ) e
knocking one another on the Head. Qur Fairh Trinitarians have alfo exprefs Scripture [ 1and
can’t dire@lly do our Neghbour any Hur, tho' | my Fatber are one 1 The like may be fai with
our Racks and Gibbets may. We may have tull 1 refpe& to almoft all other different and contrary
Liberty of our Faith, witiout any Lslerty 1o do Pcri’zxaﬁons. If any of thefe be told, that they
Mifthicf. No Man can & Hurt by his Specvla- don’t underftand the Defign and Meaning of the
tions. He may therefore be allowed fafely to Texts they quote, the fame Anfwer will be re-
think for himfelf. But his evil Prallices may torted, with qs:al Affarance. And fo all the fame
injure his Neighbour, and jl.ould therefore be Confe(lumces 1s Author fuppofes to follow from
Hraned. o the Reghr of private Fudgment, where the religious
reitraintes Rights of others arc affe&ted, are juft as neceflary
That ingenious Author concludes his Difcourfe, | from his own Scheme, as from ours : And our Hy-
by obferving, that « the other Way of tbtnkmi Kg:hcﬁs leaves juft fuch a fixed Point to reft at, as
« furnifhes a very clear Aniwer to Papifts, and 3A1s does ; unlefs he pretends to Fufellibility in de-
« a1l others, that are guilty of Impofition, if it | termining, what are the exprefs ifions of Scrip-
« be but a juft one, vie. that their whole Scheme | sure. And fo we conclude, in the W of the
« is wrong, for they arc wiong in forming Judg- raccute and ingenious Mr. Lock, in his Lester cor-
| “ ments, | eérning Tolerarion. pag. 13. . This
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¢ This is the fundamental and immutable Right
“ of a fpontaneous Society, that it has Power to
¢ remove any of its Members, who tranigrels the
« Rules of its Inftitution.  But it cannot by the
« Acceflion of any new Members, acquire an
¢ Turifdiftion over thote, that are not joined wit

« jit. And therefore Peace, Fquity, and Friend- .

« {hip, are always mutually to be obterved, by par-
« gicular Churches, in the fame Manner, as by

¢ private Perfons, without any Pretence of Supe-.

@ riority or Juri{diction over one another.

ot focffoofioof oot io oo otiootio

.-{ Mens Confeiences ; but do profefs
| fa&ion with, and Abhorrence of fuch Impofitions ;

stoogipotiootio o ctiostiooth

| sod to admit-to Fellowfhip in facred Ordinances,
| ol {uch as we have Gromids to believe ‘Chrift will

APPEN

{terity.  And do therefore a

?

1

APPENDIX

convinie the Reader, *Lat <ve podern our

I 08 Jeboes according tothe Principies bere of-

g ferred and pleaded for, we anvex & %‘
the Symod's AgrcemensinthePoisk

‘ Akhough the do not clamm, or

® any Authority of impofing our Faith upon other
s our puft Diffaust

and utterly difclaim off Jegiflative Power and Au-
‘thority in the Church ; being willing to recerve one
swather, as Chrift received us to the Glo God ;

at laft admit into-the Kingdom of Heaven: Yet
.we are undoubtedly obliged to take Care, that rbe
Faith once delivered ro tbe Saints, be kept pure and
uncorrypt among us 5 and 16 handed down to Pof-
.. _ agree, that all the Mini-
fters of this Synod, or that fhall hereafrer be ad-
, mitted into this Synod, fhall declare their Agree-
ment in, and Approbatron of the Confeffion of Fsizs,
swith the. lavger and fborter Crtechifms, of the
A*ﬂémbly of Divines at- Wefiminfler ; as being in
all the effential and neceffary Articles, good Forms
of found Words, and Syfiems of Chriffian Doltrine;

' R and
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and do alfo adopt the faid Confeffion and Cat-
chitms, as the Confeffion of our Faith. ~ -And wg
do alfo agree, that all the Presbyteries within our
Bounds, fhall always take Care, not to admit any
Candidage of the Miniftry nnto the Eagscife of the
fagred Funttion, but who declares_his Agredmen
in Opinion, with all the eflential and neceflary Ar-
ticles of faid Confeflion, either by fubfcribing the
faid Confeflion of Faith and-Catechifms ;- orby-a
-yerbal ‘Deciaration of his Affent thereto, ag fuch
Mx'{giﬁgr or. Candidate fhall think beft. And ia
Cafe any Minifter of this $ynod, pr any Candidas}
of \he Miniftry, fEall have an Seru le,with refpe&|

any Asticle or Articles of th faid Confeflion; hé

Il at the Time of his making faid Declaratior
declare his Scruples to the Presbytery or Synodg
who fhall notwithftanding admit him to the Exerg
¢ife of the Miniftry within our Bounds ; and tof
Minifterial Communion, if the Synod or Presbytery
fhall judge his Scruple or Miftake, to be only about
Artic!es not eflential and neceffary, in Dotring]
Worfhip, or Government. But if the Syned o
Presbytery fhall judge fuch Minifters or Candidates
errorcous in cflential or neceflary Articles of Faith,
the Synod or Prespytery fhall declare them uncac
pable of Communion with them. And the Synod
do folemnly agree that none of us will traduce, or 4
ufe any opprobrious Terms, of thofe that differ from:
us, In thole extra-effential and not-neceflary’
Points ; but treat them with the fame Friendfhip,{
Kindnefs and brotherly Love, as if they had nof
differed from us in fich Sentiments. | ‘

THE END.
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