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FUNERAL SERMON

Occaf :oned by the much lamented Death
of Mrs. Rush Pieifon.

Ezek. XX1V. 16.

Sons of Man, behold, I take away from thee the
Defire of thine Eyes with a Stroke ----

T 1s a Charater applicable to all the
Sons of Adam, that they arc of the Earth
earthy.  They are by their natural

Appetite, prompied to an inordinate
Love of Things feen and temporal, ready to

et their Affections upon, and to feek their
Partion 1n, thele fublunary Epjoyments,
taat will perifo with the ufing.  God 1s thCl cfore
uling many Mcthods with us, to wean us from
the World ; zad to actuatc our Diligence in
thc Queit ¢t a better Portion, than 15 to be
found here below. He 15 mixing Worm-
wooi and Gall with the fweetctt of cur
worldly Contentments, to tcach us our
Neceeflity of an Intzereft in Chnift, as what
alonc can yicld durable Sausfattion to our
Souls, and ftand us in Stead 1 all our T'ryals.
For this Reafon it 15, that we are {o oft called
to Mourn at the I uneral of our worldly
) Az Enioyments.
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E.njoyments. It 1s to tzach us the Evil o{

Sin, and the Vanuty of the Creature, tiac our

lohtu)u: SOV»lslgn 15 Lir ..dl&lhg i upon us by
hlS awful Judgments, removing our Renuens
and Frscnds far froin #ey and onr Acisunta ¢ s
Da knzfs ; and cven ruking i W) the Defire of or
Fy:s wun a Sroq- DA was tiie Caig ot tng
Prophet 1 the Text before us,

The Ocecalion of which was, the abounding
Impicty ot GodsCovenant Peopie ;) und their
placing thar Aff_ctions upon thor Prvilcuges
and Enjoyments, and 1 joicng 1n tu.us,
though man Ettate of Emnury ang Rebation
aﬁram'k theirGod.  Thisfudden Dciolcea s
tnuuole bzoubht upon the I royhiy, as a
Typz or Sign ot the more awuzing Doitiue-
tions they were to expett, frow the incent d

uthc: of Godj asmay be {uen fiom the 2
verfe torward.  God had rcpeatedly war el
them by the Mouth of the Prophet, of rhar
Sin and D.mgu of the Vuruty u* thur( on-
fidenceand Hope @ and fince this was without
Efcct, Heisnow giving themamore iznubie
View of their approaching Wo, by the fudden
£nd awful Death of the Plf‘ph;ta WfL,

But toconfider the Words themiclves miore
particularly, we may find notable,

1. The Compellution by which the Proph.t
i>addrefled. [ Somof Mun,] An Appcli uen
very frequently given hnsnches Prop heey, 1o
keep him hurnblc, amidft his-extraorainary

dexhan'y with God and his holy Angels :
And



And to keep him 1n Remembrance, that he
was butamecr Man, but poor Dutt and Afhes,
tlough ravithed with fuch haavenly Vicws
and Contuniplations, and with iuch oxalied
Entcramnnionts.

But by ihc Way we may obfcrve, thar this
Compcliation s ficquentiy s} ica o hrmidlf,
by our blifled Sawiowr, witit eviother View
as a2 Deoclaation that He was the Nieffib pre-
dicted by Dumel, uncer this Tatle, the Son of
Mn, Dan.vn.13. Or that He was the So of
Man, ot whom o wmel Propheticd.

2. Wemayobtirve in the Werds the Note
of Attention, by which the Prophetis exated
to a diligent Contideration and Obfervation of
thisawtul Providence. [ Bebold, ] Q. D. Take
good Nouce of what Ifay, cxpectand prepare
tor this diftrefling Event, for it fhall cerranly
come upon you.

. We may note the Contents of this
dolcful and mclancholly Addrcds, whichare
. 1. A Prediétion of a mott u«fthicting B--
reavement. [ /7 will tike awsy from thee the
Defire of thane Eye: ] 1 will tena Death into
thy Family, to cut down the mott defirable
Branchof it. 1 will pluck thy dchighttul and
dearly beloved Wite out of thy Bofome.
Though fhe be fo precious in thy Sight, fo
excclient n all her Qualsfications ; though fo
ncar and dear to thee, that thou loveft her as
thine own Soul: She muft fall before the
Scythe of Death, and be fhatched from thine
Embraces, ) 2.



2. The Suddennefs 0_(1“ this Bcrfat,vcmenrv
Vwath a Stroke. ] it 15 1mpertnent to enquire
by what malignane Difeafe, or other deadiy
MM.oans, tius mortal Stroke was ftruck. God
his M. fiengers enough at Hand, to {end upon
tins fatal Errand when He pleafes.  Bur by
v hatever Method of Piovidence it is broughy
abour, 1t was a Suddcn, a Surprizing Death.
T he Prophet had no Time to forufy his Mind,
againft the Horrors of this amazing Provi-
dcnce, no Time to work his Heart, into due
Frames of Submiffion and Refignation, the
Calamuty comes on fudderly  It’s donc bya
Stroke. She dicd that very Night, verfe 18,

The Words thus confidered, among many
other ufcful Obfervations, may aflord us
this

DOCTRINE. That a holy God 15
fometimes pleafd to take away with a Stroke,
thofc our dearand precious Relauves, thatare
she Defive of onr Eyes.

That this may be fomething illuftrated, I
fhall ¢ndcavour bricfly to confider thefe fol-
lowing Propafitions. :

1. That there are Relatiwes {o near and dcar
to us, that they may properly be called #he
D fire of onr Eyes.

2. That the arc liable to be taken away
with a Stroke.

3. That iucha Difpentation ot Providence,

35 the holy Hand of Ged upon us.
Prop.



Prop. 1. That there are Relatives fo near
end dear to us, that they may properly be
called the Defire of onr Eyes. Though we are
all Branches of one onginal Stock, and de-
icenled fiom one common Parent ; yet notall
equally near by the Bonds of Nature, and 1n
Degrees of Blood. T here are fome {o nearly
and intimately united to us by the Laws of
Nature, as to be a Part of our Selves, our own
Bowels; and therefore muft have a conftant
Room in our Hearts, and be the Obje@ts of
our deareft Aff &ion. And tho’ it too often
happens, that the Mcmbers of odr Families,
like gangreen’d Mcmbers of our Bodies, put
us to Pain and Grief; that thefe who thould
be our Joy and Comfort, fill us with continual
Agonies of D-ftrefs : And that our Crownis
aCrown of Thorns; yetthro’ the Goodnefs of
God upon a wretched World, it 1s not always
{o. Thereare Relatsons, that by their excellent
Qualifications, by their endearing and vertuous
D.portment, as well as by their near Alliance
to us, beccome the Defire of onr Eyes.

Thus our Children are fometimes like Olive
Plants about our Table ; and we have fomenmes
(O that 1t were more common!) this greareff
Foy to fee thews walking inthe Truth. 'Then bow
pleafant and delightful, how dear and precious,
are thefe Branches of our Selves tous. Then
with what Affcétion can we fay, as Batkfhebs
to her Son Solomson. Prov. xxxi1. 2. What my Son,
and what the Son of my Womb, and what the Son
o my Vows. é But



But this 1s more ipccially exemplified, in
the Conjugal Relation T hele ncarly uniicd
Conforis, arc oftenthe Difire cf cach others
Eyes. As they are one by the ftnét mumarte
Relaion, {o they a:c one 1n all valuable Inte-
refts ; and onc in the ttrongett Tics ot Affec-
tion, They havea common Fecling of cach
othcers Joy and Gricf, Comfort and Pain,  As
they live, fothey could almoit dye for cach
other ; and if oncdyes, the other feels many
D.aths by the Stroke,

But we may very briefly confider whence it
is fo, that our :elations are the Defire of crsx
Eyes. _

1. Thenitis fo, from the Laws of natural
Aff.éhion.  They may be defirable to us, that
have no charming Quuhhcations to rendes
them fo.  Sclf-Love, forces us to love what
isa Part of our {clves, whatever elfeis wanting
to make fuch amiubli, It we can’t have fo
much Declizht in’cn, we thall have the more
Heart-aking Care, and compaffionate Concern
for’em. Even thar Irregularities will in thi
Scnfe, animate our Love to ’cm, as well as
fill us with Diitrefling Fears and Cares abous,
em. Thus was Jfbzacl detirable to Abrabum,
when his Concern for him, extorted that
pathetick Prayer on his behalf, Gen. xvis. 18.
O thar Ihmacl might live befjore thee ! T hus was
Ejan desr to Llac and Revecea, when his Mat-
conduct made his Mother weary of her Lite,
Gen. xxvii, 46. And thus was, Abjalm

greacly



'greatly beloved by Dg'm'd, tho’ an épen and
‘avowed Rebel againt him. Whence elfe
‘proceeded that bitter Lamentation at his
,Dcath? O my Sem Abfalom, my Son, my Son
Abfdom : wonld God I bad died for thee, O
“Abialomn, msy Som, my Son, 2 Sam. Xvii. 33.

+ 9. There are perfonal Exccllencies, rhat
fometimes render Relatsves-the Defire of onr Eyes,
“}f Nature it fclf teaches us, 30 love thoie that
.atc-united to us by the Bonds of a near R lation,
. 3ew much more delightful muft they be,
‘when choice Accomphtfhments, prudent
i““onduét, and {weet Bohaviour endear ’em to
#s.  What can have more commanding Sway
iaver our Affc&lions, and more abfolutely
zovera all the fofter Paflions of the Soul,
“aan pleatant,towardly,and obedient Children.
t*Nhcnce a Man s faid to fpare, 1. €, to highly
siteem, and moft tenderly regard, bis only Som
|:bat ferveth bim. Mal. 1. 17,  And if we
I:xtend our View to the yet nearer Relation, a
und tender and obliging Husoand, ¢ bester
12 his Wfe than ten Soms, 1 Sam. 1. 8. She not
;émly confides 1n his Care and Cohduét ; but
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{ chghts 1n his Company, and ifithe tender: ft
4 zpreflions of her Regard 1o him. And on
ic other Hand, a4 veriwons Woman is a Crown
. ber Husband, his Heart doth (afely truft sn ber,
'rov. XxxXt. 11. Whence fhe s to bims as the
ving Hind, and pleafant Roe, moft dear and
J shghtful,” Prov. v.19. No temporal At-

.

anment, o worldly Treafure or Pleafure,
| B 2 hove
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have equal Claim to our deareft Regards with
fuch Rclauens. --- Buat then again,

3 Rchgous Excillcncies do upon a yet
more valuable Account, render our Relarions
the Defire of our Eyes. How many cngagmg;

P e ke adan AN

Beautics may we fometimes fee, m the fweet
Carnage and Condudt, of the plcatant Of-
Jpring of our own Bowels. Burt if they don’t
fcar God, and make Rehgion their Bufinels,
if thiy don’t earncftly purfuc an Intereft ing
Chnit, and a Preparauon for Etcrnity this‘
damps a Chniftian’s Joys and SatisfaCtions,g
and remains a dead Weight upon his Spirits.§
For how can we think ot their burning for}
ever in Hell,and being Companionsto Devilsg
and damned Spirits to all Eternity, who havel
proceeded from our own Loins, arc alwaysg
upon our Hearts ; and whom we have withg
{uch Pleafure, dandled upon our Knees, andf
bugged in our Boiomes ? But then, it Godf
is pleafcd to add his Grace to their other§
attractive Qualifications ; this makes themf
defirable indeed. This fills our Souls withie
unfpcakable Comfort, not only inthe prefeng
Fruition of our Chsldren ; but in the refrefhhy
ing Profpect of that blcfled Day, when wa
fhall be able with cxceeding Joy to fay, Herdg
am I, and :he Children wh.ch God bath given me. §
And for a like Reafon, vital Piety, renders
any other Relations mott pleafantand defirable
For, he thatloves Chriit, will love hisImag
in every one : but how delightful to fee 1t
. thofci
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thofe, fo nearto himfelf. And the nearer the
Relation that fuch fritain to us 1s, the greater
wiil bz the Eicvauons of our Joy ana Com.
fort, upon the Contemplition of their Reli-
gious Excellencics.  But there 15 no Relution,
in which the Power of Goalinels 1s accom-
pariied with fo many endearing Charms, as
that of Husband and Hife ; whole Picty
efpecially engages them to each other, on
Account of their being fellow Helpers sn the
Truth, as 3Joh.8. How happy 1s it, when
Yoke-fellows draw together in the Yoke of
Chntt. When they are Affiitants to one
another in thc Way to Heaven. When they
are faithful Moritors, Counfellors, and Com-
forters to each other, in their higheft Interefts.
When they can fweetly converfe together,
about the Affairs of the Eternal World. - At
fuch fweet Converfation has a Tendency to
ravith our Souls, and place us upon the Top
of Pifgab, fo 1 mutt above all Things in the
World endear thofe Relations, with whom we
can thus take (weet Connfel together. 1 may aad
to this, that religious Qualifications in e
Conjugal Relation, arc yet of a more diffrfive
Influence ; and extend as well to thoie that
bclong to us, as to our felves. Qur Children
have Caufe to »ife up and call fuch Parentsbl. fjed,
Prov. xxxi1. 28, on Account of their godly
Pains in their Educarion; and of their Tra-
vailing in Birth to fee Chrift formed in them.
And on this Account alfo, the Husband praiﬁl':b
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tlie vertuous Woman. But it>s Time
1 fthould off:r a few Refleitions, upon this
Iropeﬁtim. and

- 1. Hence, letus be cautioned to duly regu-
latc our Affcctions, to thefe Defires of aur Ejes.
The .- e excellent and defirable our Enjoy-
fucnts a. 2; the more arc we in Dang:r toex-
ceed, in our Efteem of, and Value tor ’cm.
And tho’ among all vur Enjoyments, our
defirable Relations are the mott worthky of cur
fpecial Aff-Ction ; yet the bedt of them don’t

duiciye to be our gods, nor totike that Room

18 our Hearts, which bclongs to the Lord
Jefus Chnft. Our Relatiors may be indecd
valuable, and worthy of our Eftcem: but we
-~ muft remember, that our bletled Redeemer 1s

- safinitely more fo. All the excelicnt Quali-
ficauons 1n them, are but {mall Streams and -
- Emanations, from that infinite Fountain of .
- all defirable Good. We muft therefore take
Care, that we don’t place that Aftc¢tionupon

thefe, that belong, to Chrit; and {o betore
we are aware ot 1t, be guiity of Ildolatry.

- Qur Lord gives us an awtul Admonitionr i1

. this Cate, Luk.xv. 26. f ary Man come 1
e, and bate not bss Father and Miher, and Wife
“and Children, and Brethren and Sifiers ; yea and

- bis own Life alfo, be cannot be my Difcsple.  ‘The

Mecaningof which is, that our Love to Chnitt, -

muft be of that fuperiour Kind, that our

moft clevated AffcCtion to any Relation, muft
ke comparatively Hatred.  Or that we mu }t
B g;_; 0
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(o love Chrift, as to be willing to forfaks
(as if we hated) thole who arc nearett to us
We ought to loveour Relariors , butnot take
’em tor our Portion, or make *cm the Objcts
of our chict Defireand Dclight.  1na Word,
let ' Chn” keep the Throne. And that he
may do fo, all the Beauty and Lovlincts we
1ce in our Relations, {hould lead our Aff.Etions
to this Source and Fountain of all that’s
Decfirable.

2. Hence, how lovely wiil our dcfirable
R larions appear in Heaven, when they come
to the Perfection of all Graces and defirable
Qualifications. Theyare fo I~vely now, in
this their State of Imperfction, that we saint
under the Stroke, when they are removed
from us. Our Spirits fink, our Flefh trembles,
our Eyes are filled with Tears, and our Hearts
with Sighing 3 when they take Wing. But
here?s a Cordial, we fhall fee ’em again more
glorioufly. They have put off all thar
YmperfeCtions.  That swhich 25 perfet is come,
and that which i, sn Part is done aw sy, 1 Cor.
xut. 10. They fhall never more be guilty of
.any Mif-conduct ; nor of {o much as an
Inadvertency. They fhall never more grieve
themf(elves or their Friends, with their human
Frailties ; never meet with any pricking Briar,
or grieving Thorn to themfelves, nor occalion
any Difquietment to others, Were they
beautiful here, they are now glorious. Were
they {weet. tempercd here, they are now

nothing
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nothing but Love. Werc they wife here, they
now know as th y are known, Were they
gractous here, then Graces now fhine as the
Brightnefs of the Firmamint. We can at
beft, have but avery fa.nt and imperfoét Idea
of their Excellency and Huppinets, who are
gong o Chntt betore us. Sce 1 Joh. . 2.
Beloved now are we the Sons of God ; und st doih
wor yet appear what we [hill be: but we Lnow, that
when He [ball appear, we [hall be Iile Him ; for
we [ball fee Him as Heis. We have thercfore
much more Reafon to long to be with them
w here they be, than tolament their Departure
fromus. O blcfied Mecting! v+hen we thall
come to the gencral Alfimbly and Church of the
firfp born, which are in Heaven ; and to God the
ixdge of all, and to the Spirits of j4ﬂ Men made
perfect, and 1o fefus the Mediator of the new Co-
venant. Hceb, xi1. 23,24, When we fhall
jointly without Interruption,par:ake of eternal
Joys ; and join together 1n eternal Praifes.

3. Hence we find juft Mutter. of Reproof
to thofe Relations, that don’t hve fo as to be
defirable one toanother. We thould remem-
ber that the Truth of our Riligon, as well s
as the Comforts of our Lives, vory much de-
pends upon relative Duties : and that he can-
not be a good Chriftian, thatis a bad Relatson,
What a dreadful Account will fuch Relarives
hiveto give, who inttead of being the D.fire of
their Relarons Eyes, are their greatctt Affliction
2o confume their Eyes, and grieve thesr Hearss, as

exprefled 1 Sam. 11, 33, How



\*) v

How unhappy a Cai’e 1s it, when Husbards
inftead of that Love, Tendernefs and provi-
dent Care, that 1s duc to their #ives, treat
them with Bitternefs, Unkindnefs, and Dif-
refpect, or bring them into Trouble and ID:-
ftrefs : or when Uives, inftcad of that Com-
placence, Sweetnefs of Behaviour, and dutiful
Refpect, which thar Husbazds juftly expece
from them j are crofs and quarrcliom, fower
and ill-humourcd.  Of whatdreadful Confe-
quence is 1t for Parents, inftcad of that affc-
tionate Regardto their Chiddr:n’s Weltare,and
pious Care of their Education and Govern-
ment, which God and Nature has made their
Duty ; to bring them up 1n lgnorance and
Irrehgion; or to leave the Remns of thar
fenfual Appetites upon their Necks, that they
may run hcadlong to Hell without Reftrain-.
Or for Children, inftead of that Revercrce,
Honour, and pious Obicrvance which they
owec totheir Parent sy tobe irreverent, ftubborn,
«ad rebellious j orto break their Parents Hearts
by their impious Courfes.  How unnatural a
1ate do Brethren and Siffers, and other near
Relations live, who are {hghurg and abufing,
tcazing and vexing one another ; and by thaw
Feuds and Contentions, acting more hke
Bears and Tyger:y than fuch as have the fame
Blood running intheir Vens, -and that profeis
thamielves Difciples of the Prince of Peace.
Ina Word for any of thefe to bc Vexations
and Dafqmetments to émc another; andinfiead
of
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of forwarding, to obitrult the Welfarz of
ecach others Son is, 1s to dithonour God and
make thewiclves milerable, both mchs World
and that 1o conc Bu* I pracaed o

LPirop. 2. Thorour deavetl and wiott detirable
Relatives, are hiubice o b.: LKLl away wui <
Strokg. Vhote Like all other eawporal Enov-
ments, are but Sbaacsos widiich have no abiir,
‘.Vh-tl Wwoo aie noit (.l‘lt\,u with our P- ot
imaginary n‘; )in\;b, i thode dear Enjot-
mMcats 3 and thao laadtt of parong, thon uny
our Hopes b ALH..M.A\.UI}' cut ofl, eur 1w o2
turned inio Aluiviiiz, &id onr ()/;;Vm intoth: e
of thens that wees. 'I'ho’ thc{c are ncar z"‘d
déar to us as our oW butils > Yy they il
be rene from us, or we fio 2 them. T hey
45 W as we, ars always liuble 1o be foon cit )
oif, and jly s 4y, Pl xe. i, 'T'holc that h;‘vm

sc molt pluatant and e hitfal 1o us, muit
have thar b:ni:;y Coas a Mot Tharbwe ¢
Countenances mal becovered with a Livid
Ghatthinets. Thow Lips tae fed as wiih {o)
much conifort, mutt beftaded upin parpen
Stience. 'Thar }*i')u s ate and Pains tor us,
and ours, muit cod matond hnactivity @ Any.
how pl(:'u.mt focver therr Con pany lias boct
to us, we inall be no longor ublc o endurey
the Putretalioion “mi Potrcanc! 5, 110D WillCi)
they muit be turned y but mult bury then
out of our Sizht. ‘T'husdo thefe Dy ires o,"‘ ouY
L; s ly from s, Their Breath goeth Joirth,

they retwrn to iy Eavth, 01 tpatc-™ Day theis

howrit

—
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Thoughes perift, Plal. cxivi. 4. Ard this mdy
be done wih 4 Srroze.  Cur Flowers may fall
‘a2t once bufore the Scythe of Lcath, our
Dehights at once be cut off, and we lctr dedos
Nate and dittreficd, V.ke Ruched mewrmrg for ber
Children, becanfe they are vet. =-- ¥ we engaire
into the Mcaning of this awfui D-ips nfaton,
we may thinkot fuch R.alonsas thoic for it
1. One Reafon may be thit they may e
removed to a better Place, and to better Com-
pany, That they may be with Him thatcan’
do more for ’em, and be bettr to ’em, than
we could. They doprt that they may be. wwith
Ciriff. Phil.i. 23. Thcy leave us, that they
may be pver with 1%¢ Lovd. 1. Thef v, 17,
They arc gone, that they may put off all Sm
and Sorrow, that their Harpsmay no morcbe
hanged upon the Willows, that ther Imper-
fe&ions, Tryals, or Temptations may no more
‘arieve or difquict their Souls. They arc gone,
.where they’l never defire to return agaig, 10
this State of Care and Fangue, Afflict:on and
Trouble. They are inhenting the Reward

of their Patient Continnance n well dorg : and

:

sejayeing 1with 7oy anfpealadle, and fzll of Glory.

i 2. Anothcr Reafon of this Difpeniation
;may be to teach us the Vanity of this World,
“2nd it’s moft defirable Enjoyments; and to

3nuicken us in the Purfuit of a butter Portion.
¢Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, 1s the Motto

tthly Fruitions. But we conficer too
Gy 'when the Secres of God is upen
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o#r Tabernacle, when the Almighty is yet with us,

and when onr VV: ves and Childien, are Yonund abent
#s.  Then we are ready to iay with Peter at
the Mount of Transhguration, it is gocd for us
to be bere.  God is thercfore pluic.d in Mercy,
as weli as Soveraignty, to take down thxs
pleafant Scene, to bxm“ a dark Cloud upon
our relutiyy (Jomfons, to tabe from ws osr
Strensth, tf?c [y of our Glovy, the Defireof onr Eyes
and that wilerenpais we [er onr Alinds, onr Sons ana’
e:r Dsrobrers y thar He may ﬂ*ow us by Ex-
pc.rmncc, what the World 15 mn it’s bughtc(‘*
Appearance, how unworthy to be depended
upon, or (,chnly purfeed ; and toteach us,
what Necefiity we are 1n of a better Relutzon,
and of abeiter Portion, that cannot be taken
from us.  Weare loudly called upon by fuch
Bereavemonts, not to lzy #p Treafnres far our
(elves, .ind iot be rich towards God, Luk.xu.21,
Bt to Loy up for oni [elves Treafures i Heaven,
1aere nesther Afoih nor Ru't doth corrupt 5 and
were Thieves do nu bres . throw ) and [lexl
Mut. vi. 20,

3. ‘T'lns may alfo be, for the Tryal and
Exorafe of cur Graces. Earthly Props are
knockt from under us, to bring us to truit
only in the Lord, in this Way, God is plea-
fod tomakea ival of our mzr},,and {cc whe-
ther we ¢ o0 heson ADPIO\L our fclves the
Clitdron o .‘hmmm, lwr:. igning our dcareft
R:lpmsto fdn md by valying Hun above
rhem all, Wc roal Heb, i, 17. Faith,

A raham
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Ablaham when be was s tryed, offered %D Tredcy
and he that bad recesved the Promsfes, offered up bz.ﬁ
ounly begatten Son.  "I'his 1s a Mcans aifo, for the
Tryal of our Parience, whether we can quxetly
lyc at Gods l'ootttool under fuch amazing
Difpenfutions , and kifs the Red that fmircs
us, fayirg with 5.6, the Lord gives, and the
Lard takes wway, bleffed be the Name of the Lord,
job . 21. Or with David, 1wa:dumb ]apemd
not my Aonth, ! ec.:ufe thon dtdﬂ . Pial. xxxix 9.
"This alfo 1s a M. ans, [o put us upon the Ex-
creffe of Repeatance.  This Glals prefents to
us, a fad Profpcit of thc Vilenefs of our Sins,
that make fuch dreadful Havock of us ; ; that
have already killed our Hiusbarnd, our Wije,
our Children, or other dear Relation y and will
certanly dcurov us 2lio for ever, if they are
indulgcd. O how hateful muft oyr Sins
appear to us, if viewed in this Laght! I may
add onccmore, This 1sa M:ans, to try the
Sincerity of our Leve to God. Our Loid
Yefus Chuit 1s {aying to us, by thefe ciftrefling
Providences, as he once did to Perer: LovesF
thow mc more thanthefe? He 1s hereby putung
us to the tryal, whcthcr wc can look from a
dcad Relarion, to a living Saviour 5 and give
iim thofe Affcétions, which have been placed
upon Objeéts to be enjoycd no more. Ina
Word, the Furnaceis heated to refine us, to
qmckm usin a Courfcof dilligent Duty 3 and
to make us more {eriocfly religious, {pintual,
and heavenly ; that we may fay as Pt cxix. 67.

Bofore



varore [ivas afflitied Iwem aﬂr 75 baut now have
1 kepe 10y A ord,

4. Thefe Things may alfo befal us, to
quic zenusinour Preparations to follow atter
v this, Deaths brought near to us 'wd we

huve rmxlt{ niible (onvauxom ot oux n.lty
and Morvthity, Owr Fathers avhere are they ?
Qur v or Children where arc they ? The y
arz gone to the Houle appointed for all living.,
Dach has violently {nutched them ourt of our
Arme; and carmed them to his dark Abode.
And weare as dead as they, as to any fuiteble
Conliderztuion, 1t we don’t keep up ahively
Scnce, that we muft follow them ;) and muit
qmcl\.} ecncounter the fame King, ot Terrore,
Vie muit go to themn, tho they canw’t voziri to ui.
1 Sam. xit. 23. How intinitely then dozs it
concern us, o be allaready, to have onr Luns
qnz and our Lioh:s bmm;m v and to be follorvers
o)‘ thofe that bv [' uth and 1’ THIenCe, hive innevited
tie Promies. Heb. vi, 12, a—— And now, lor
us make fome brief fmprovement of 111:5
aw ful Truth

chcc, dearct Relatims thould fo live
togcul T, as to expect a parnng Time,

We thould think much of ths in our maof
agrecable Circumitances, that our Hearrs be
not too much ¢noaged and thatwe ben’tton
much taken with }‘xk.vn' Enjoyments. Tlor,
how near and dear focver we may pe 10 0:¢
another now, Dot will quic Jv come, and
mike 2 mournful Srporaton b“.w.fn mf;

deared



dearcft of usail. Therctore, if cve live man;
Years rogether, and rcjoce sn them il let us
remember the Days of Darkuefs 5 for ihey (ha!l be
many. Ecl. x1.8. We fhould live in conunued
Expcctation of Parting, that 1t ben’t a Sur-
prize tous it 1t coines juddenly. This 1 fay
Bredyren the Tume is [hort, at remains, that the
that have Viives, 0¢ us ibo they hudwone. 1 Cor.
Vil. 29,

Bat, this alfo thould make us efpecially
carctul and watchful, not to gricve and atdiée
onz another, the lictde uncertar. Time weare
indulged ecach others Company.  We mutt
quickly be pulled afunder, never to fee one
another more, ull we mectin Eterniry. We
thould thercfore cendcavour to render our
fclves as pleatant and dehghtful as potlible,
that we may not have fad Occafion to lamen:
our unkind Behaviour to our deparced Kelutions,
whon they are taken trom us.

But we thould efpecally do what we can
for cach others Sexts, while we have Opportu-
nity.  We thould exhare cice another dayly, while
it 13 culled 1o Duy. FICD.iu 13, ang take abl
poilible Care and Pams, to quicken one ano-
ther i our {ptriuzl Progrefs 3 and to further
cach other 1 the Way to Heaven,  Thus
thould Husbands and Mives live together, =3
fcllow Fleirsof the Grace of Life ; and improvs
all fuitable Opportunities, 1 themeft cndear-
iy and affcCtionate Manacr, to exhort, adino-
nith, counfel and cowfor: one another: not

becing
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ﬁtentci to live happx!y tegether hcfe,; «.

Ylcfled P.ofpect of rqjoicing toge-

irermty.  And thus Parents, thcuid n

- bear thewr Children always upon thar 4

» before God, in their fervent Prayers

’em 3 but by a moft carctul Educauon, 7}

‘hgzous Inftruction, and pathcucal Aamoni- (

.1ons, trava.l m B:rzb t1il they [ee Chrifs jcﬂmd q
m them. And thus, fhould @l nca r Relitions
manfc(t their Love to cach other, by loving
their Souls ; and doing wint they can 1n their
- rzfpeive Stations, to promote their cternal
Interet. And this {fbouid be our prelent
Concern.  Now is the Opportunity, to Mor- ¢

- : TOW may be too Litc. We thould thcrdoxcé

in this Cafe, attend that Advice, Ect 1x 10.§

3

Whatfoever th] Hand findeth ¢ do, do it wish thy
Micht :  for toere is vio Work, nor Devecz, nor
Knowledge, nor W ifdoms in the Grave, wh.ther thos 3
gae]t.

2. Hence, there 15 nomum but Chriff an
enduring Portmn bovery hx‘f‘f sHeis jiable |
to the Bmﬁa of Providens ; and to be hurricd
away from us, as Chafi bijore the VWind.
Riches take Wing and fly aw.iy, aj an Esgle towarasf
H-aven. Prov. xxui. §. And “the fame |
Manner, may our Honour, Eufe, Health, %
Peace, and any otner Tunpomi Profperity |
fly fxom us, when 1Us leait expected ; and g
w hen thcy arc moft wanted. And thus 3

{
<
<
|
¢

Husband and Wife, Childrenuud nearett Frwndf

may be fuddenly and uncxpeticdly rcmovcd |




and leave us in bitter ‘and difconfolate Cirs
cumftances, mourning over their Hearfe, ah
my Father, orah my Mother, ah my #ije, or
ah my Children, ah my Brotbcr orahm Stﬂar
ah my Glory. alluding to ]er XXIf. 18y But
here’s our Comfort, there’s no Caufe for a
Chriftian to lament a loft Chrsf ; and te cry
ah my Saviour. For I am per(naded, that nesther
Deatv nor Lefe, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor
Powers, norThings prefent, nor Thingsto come, nor
Height, nor Depth, ror any other Creatnre, _ﬂmll be
able to feperate us from the Love of God, ‘which is
i Chrift Jefes onr Lord. Rom. vii. 28, 39.
Chrift theretore, 1s the Portion that we ﬂmu:d
earneftly feck after; for tho’ every Thing
clfc be Heeting and tranfitory, Chrift will tand
us in ftead. 'Tho’ asfor Man, bis Days are as
Grajs, asthe Flower of the Ft’e[d:, Jo be floursfheth.
Pfal. ¢, 15. Yet an Interctt in Chrift will
ftand by us ; and make us happy thro’ all our

Changes, cven unto Eternity,

Prop. 3. When Relations are taken away
fromn us, °tis the holy Hand of God upon us.
All thc Wheels of Providence, are under
}50d’s immedicte Eye and DircGtion. The
Hasrs of our Heads, are all numbred. Mat. x. 0.
and not one of them can fall to the Ground,
without cur heavenly Father. W hatever
Mecans, ¢t whatever inftrumental Caufcs there
may be of our dark and mournful Circum-
ftances ; yet the Stroke s from the Hand of
God. Soull there be Evil in the Cury, and the

D Lord
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Lord bath xot done i ? Kmos 1. 6. Can our
Fumilies be drcadtully broken ; and our Glory
brought into the L'uft, and the Lo:d hath noe
done 11 § No that cannot be.  He has by un-
unfearchable Methods, brougit about the De-
folating Caiamity, both as to che Means and
the Event. So that the Nature; the Time ;
and the Degree of our Diftrets, 1s what a yuft,
wile, and tairhiul God has feen beft for e,
But rhe Time won’tailow meto enlargs upon
the Explicaion cf this Propefiien, 1 thall
therctore conclude, with a Word or two ot

Improvement. And
1. This inftrects.us to ferioufly view, and
carctully improve, the Hand of God in fuck
- Dupentations. When fuch Calamities come
fuddenly upon us, likc an armed Man, they
fill us with Horror and Anmazement. Qug
diftrefied Souls, are ready to be conunually
poine upon the Objelts of our Grief and
Wo. Our dear departed Frieads, aud our
Mitery by their Departure, are never out of
our Minds. [Itis the conttant Language ot
our Hearts ; bzhold and fee, sf t ere ba zny Ser-
row Iz'.{'; HHLO 1) Serrcawv.  But it conceras us tl
ftop a hittle, and conlider whence our AHic-
tion conwes ; and what means the Hea: of tha
Anger, that has broughtitupon ws. Ve o
from the Hands of M, 1t would bz indedd
mtolicrable : butiz s from the Hondof tha
God, who docs all ‘Things well, awhs iia &0
whafe Wurk_is pertect 5 und wll bu: V.35 )’adgm\?t’h
v e



*We muft fay to all the Marmurigs «... .
quictments that agitate our Breafts, as our Lord
aid to the ruffling Waves of the Sca; Peace
be fil., \Wcmuit with humble Proftration,
catt our Sclves at the Foot of his Sovereignty,
faying st s; the Lovd, let Him do what [eemeth
Him yood. Let the Potfberds firsve with the Pot-
fberds of the Earth : but lec nor Aan comtend with
his Maker. We arc indecd by fuch Prow-
dences, loudly called upon to Repenrance and
Reformation, to fearch and 1ry onr Ways ; and
1%rn again to the Lord. Lam. . 40. We aic
hereby alarumed to more Dilligence, more
Wakcfulnets, and more Heavenlinefs. And
we are ftupid indeed, if this be not the Effett
of our Tryals. But then we muft beawfully
caretul of repining under the Smart of the
Rod. |

2. This direCtly leads us to confider, the
Author of this much lamented Bereivemen:,
which 1s the mourntul Qccafion of fomany
Sighs, Tears, and dejeted Couitcnances 1n
the Congregaton. 1o is God hasdonew. I
15 the Hand of that God upon us, thatcando
us no Wrong. And fince [ am cntred upon
this mclancholly Theme, 1 cannot forbear
taking fo ne Notice (to.the Praife of our Lord
Jefus Chinft, the Author of ali gracious and
defirable Qualifications) of thetruly amiible
Character, of this exc. tient HHondmaid of the
Lord, wholc Obfrquics we arc now ateend-
ing,

D2 She



rmeaelcended* from truly honourable and
excellent Parenrs.  Her Fathers Natae, will be
be as Oyntment poxred forsn, 1n the Churches
vrhere he dwelt, as long as fupcriour Parts,
fhining Piety, uncommon Learning and Utc-
fulnefs, are eitecemed among’cem, “Her Pro-
ficience under fuch excellent Ldumtion,car]y
eppcared ; and recommended her to all that
knew how to value truc Merit.  Her intellec-
tual Powecers were fuperiour to mott. of her
Scx.  She had lcarned of Chrift, to be mee/,
and loivly of Spirsr 3 and was juftly adinired of
all that knew hcr for her uncommon and
exemplary Sweetnefs of Temper, and cour-
teous affuble Deportment, towards all fhe
converfed with. She was a conftant and ftcad
Friend, to all that the profeficd Kindnets to.
She was of a gencrous and bou.mful Ditpow
{itton, upon all p"opq (),uhons $ochwas
her Prudenceand wife Conductin hu Favly,
thet tne Heart of her FHusband, msshe [ijely 1i:#
iaker. Suchwasher Demeanour in the Cha-
vacter of a Parent, as well as of a /e, that
wer Cliliren buvy Canle 1o 11e P and coll wer
gicid.  blor Ulicard Lmuh withnut Levity,
her Gravey sehour Aultevity or Morofandds,
rondicd ho praadantand aanchisg to gl that

knew her, DastheCrownor o her "\*‘-::n-

111::!1(;», vwos o ey townras G \J; m {Come-

p.u: ON Gl owaen, we othoroscsil o Accome
N - * v ]

i w»l Monty e bat bosto fg o che fontee
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clofe Walk with God, 1n all the Duties of

Rchgion. She would not be hindred, by any
Thing but inevitable Impediments, trom a
devour Atzendance, both upon the {ecretand
publick Worfhip of God, in their Seafon.
She ¢njoy’d the Comfort of this whiltt {he
lived ; ani mumphed over the moft ghattly
Approach of the King of Terrors, at her
Decath ; breatling out her expiring Soul into
the Embraces of her Saviour, wich Defire and
Dclight ; which theexprefled by almott the
latt Words that ever the fpake.  Thus to her,
20 ive was C.rift, and 10 dye was Gaine And
w hat remains for us, butto be follswers of [uch
as (he, wherein they follswed Chrsjt. --- And now
Pl conclude my Addicfs, with one Refleélion
ior¢ upon this Pigpyition.

3. This gives us Grounds of Comfor,
under our mott afil:cting Bereavements,  Our
precious and mott lovely Relatioins are indecd
vone, they ate Lan doswis and rife not, t:ill the
Heaveis Le no msove, they [hall et awike § nor be
raifed out of their Sleep, but then, they arctaken
away by a gracious Father, both to themand
vs.  Hec that hath donce this, knows how to
bring Iaght out of this Darknets, ard Com-
fort out of this fdeavineds ; and blefled be
His Name, He has promifed that He will do
I,

Sut I would more particularly apply this to
ye Siry thatare at this Tiawe a fad Commentary
upoawy Text; and sk a Dove bc1cavcdhqt'

1S
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his Mate, lameniing the Removal of that
exccllent Compamon, who has fo lately taken
Wing to her Iathers Houle, and her Suviours
Embraces. 1 know that your Lofs is ¢x-
ceeding grcat; and that you matt be even
divctted of Hum.mztv not to fcel a moit
fenfible and affecting lmpxcﬂxon trom fuch a
terrible STROKE. But God has done 1t
and as He has done 1t1n Luove to ber, to bxw .
her to the more fpeedy and m: nediate En
joyment of Htmkh, fo I doubt not, but
you’ll find by happy Experience, that it is in
Love to you alfo.  He will fuihl His precious
Promufe, in Roo. viun. 28, that «// Things jhiull
swork together for Geod, to thefe that leve God,  And
you thall certainly hnd, when vou come to
enjoy hor agam, that this Svose was beft for
you. Heis fwchtul that has promited, that
our linke AJucijor wiich is but for a /l’amem,
worketis joit #s, & far meore rxveediio and eleinag
Uizaht of (;’1] 2 Cor, 1v. 1=, 5h- s U)rm
but a Littie b. tore vou, to the P56l o ot ho
Inhentance, waere you may hope grickly to
mect her with Raprures ot c\ccu:,.g jov.
and rva with acr i dweoens of Prade, o
Hin tiat fis wpsn ibe Throne, and tothe Lumb |
ever and cver.
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