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CHRISTIANITY,
Four SERMONS. )

WHEREIN

The Being and Attributes of GOD, the

oftaly of Man, and the Crcd:bxhty

fp the Chriftian Religion, are demon-
“ftrated by rational Confiderations.

And the Divide Miffion of our bleffed
Saviour prov’d by Scripture-Arguments,
both from tHe Old Teftament and the
New ; and vindicated againft the moft
. important“Objections, whether ,of an-
cxent or modcrn Infidels.

¥

By Fonathan Dickinfon, M. AL

|
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Chriftiafi R EADERS:

ng;ﬁe}eﬂ ;gd‘j_karmd- A:':th or
of the enfusng 2Difcourfes meeds noe
T @ any Bpiﬁl:sgaoﬁ \Coml{endatioh‘ to
SSA Jwch a5 are: acquainted with- bis

X @ ‘Perfon and- Charutler : Whofe
Praife is in'tha Gofpel thorowouts

1 the Churchés is thafe remote parss, whers
Yivine Providénce bas caft bis Lot.. Neither is
2 anknows to the Pubkick : which. bas been fas
wr’d wivk- feveral leffer Writings of kis, for
erly pablifh 4‘%[;:«:'# Oucafions ; thar: wufF.,
ave befi. on-the Minds of shofe : wha bave vead.
iem, & grasefub Relifh, and fiwch an Tdea of
ir. Dickinlon’s peculiar Gemsus, Capacity and
‘udgment, as cannot but prepare them to come
wth taifed Expeltations and a particubar Guft,
rthe ‘Permfab of the following Tratls: Which it
soubd therefore be as [uperfluous to recommend. vo.
1ch,45 st wonld be thoughs vain sn 1e 1o attempe:.
profufe Encomiumm on them for tbe fake of others 5 -
or indeed would the known Modefly of the'\dis=.
bor induige me in taking this Likerty. - ¥
. Az T Ortv
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ﬁ - 'The PreracE

Only 1 maft by pprmivecd 1o vhar ip réad-
$1E thefe Sheers I Have thonfzg; . felf wvery
4 mw emrmm’d wirh the Variety and Coim-
245 of Thonght; Exceﬁeﬁg’ f' Marver, Strength

muft needs think.every fer:ous d:fcernmg Reader

sproffion._ Avd

wilh find the Beams ¢f Pivine Lighs, jbmm/g

vound the Gofpel-Rwelanon cobfelled -pere in

zloﬁz a Union, and bogngén upor h;mnfwu

a otre, ;;} Baduot] é} With 4 e WM ﬂ' ng.
e

~gite Hear ami nergy to :tb Love,

eﬁabh_{b bim in the principles and dums of

Chssfisnrtisy;~and\gnard: m ugazb}l %e .Xtmﬂzs,
&f Infdelizy on-al Jless -

. Lhe genernk @/&n of. ﬂagli ?apdﬁf ]Ylgge]i
el in vhe Tithe.ofv'em.;<ye vt may't-be smproper
0 apepthe way tathey g rbe?; &y yx]ﬁbﬂmg
a bﬂef Scheme. ofsrhd avkale e

Tho firft_ Sermonis on. the : Bremg ‘ahdo Attri.
Butes of GOD. \ Whtrerwe areddd-suts deep and.
elereaining, Contmplzmo)a o e Bivine Ni-
zare ;. by, & particolle Pedv of be. essivens. Per-
fv&:om of GOD);:as yhiy cars, dhiingied ¥ rhe.
Warks-of Creavion 3 and-bavs Visi Defore us very
Plentiful and irrif) TRibde Conviktions df tris eternal.
Power and-Gadhead) 2o -noe Wtert ﬂo)}fuf 08 of:
wb} atheiftical Pretemges.. . - -

The-fecond Sermémgioes us the ﬁahomtl Evi.
dences ‘of our. Apoftacy from GOD v and then:
coriies s inro. & débighiful. Meditation on otr
Recovery by a Mediator ; producing4 Variers
of prefunptide. Argmem, amany fair and ives
¥y Charatters of Probability, thar arrend the
Chnf’nan Inﬁ:m kog's vits 'dnpm}m’d ‘intrinfick

.Eac ceblencics

-~




, ihe Ptk aci S 1
Feliencdes nly o> ds Sds perfed? Borgeiry
" 10 ulk nbe Divine Prevogesives, - and-TRaftrarion

of-who Wserbares of ‘GOD ;- rs Corriypondecs

o nbe Nusave bnd Nocoffiriys of Micw, .and~Cons
duciuemafs.roomp prifdus Welfnre awd fatare vvers
bajting Huppivdfs are fa yu¥iew ; wul & uamerous
Train of Arguments drawn sogether in airompros
bemfive aud porfpicsvus ‘wianner, 2ha dfervé a
very wreeinive Confiderativn, ani bichwomid
Buvendmixied-of & copives Bfpbly, " bdomse de.
%ﬂ Brovity Wby our Hurior ro vafikarowiy

R i e T Toan =113
L e other Difedanes oint vus 20 s She b
Medtator: batcoves SGOL: snd Mow; she. Mm
CHR ST FESTS ) avd by mwny infsliitis
Provfs: ddmosiftrave, shaeihe: ésahe tyaeMelfiah, re
she mifeft: Confutiieion knd Shame-df skb Delftie
bale‘g hﬁ; A FETN Vo B v
* Thevhird Ssrursn confiders it ke Evidence from
Prophecy : -axphains vhr Niturs of w Piophecy,
w4245 30 bawnlorflool: ifs the Yyefens. Araumens 3

[ors Jorkeh the: variovs Ways, ¥n'<iblph Kiving

PrediElivns: may-Be fuddirobe fulfilted ; indbances
n fome of thsmoré fz‘gm@mmwyﬁmz@m
‘Teftatrieit,” relativg #5 1heMafliah, kis Perfon
© #nd- Clisrditer, st ey iCircumfances, “and
Confmyuenrs of bis Appearitig sty précws frons
the Evangébical HiRkoriunk, sbde-shey vimrve btin
Kreratly - and exaltly verlfll in FESUS of,
Nazdréch + Al Pagly, Yo sompleds e, Demon-
fration, ivis vavn, thas s we Aceomplfthmens
of thofe antiens Prophesiésisa coratn Iidisarion
#f their Divive. Otigirhl;\ o ths wnited sciomJ
 Phifetigni of “shwalh w1 ReSIEKL F BSY 55
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1] ' The PREFACK -

a lond- Tefiimony from Heavem, that he .is the.
predi&ed Saviouy, and jufiifies bis-Claim tozhe.
bigh Titles, Perfettions and Relations, attribosed
20 the Meffiab én the prophetick Deferiptions of
bis Perfon‘and Kingdom 5 alk which, leing of &
Divine Extrallion, confequently plead -4 Bivine
Veracity. - - R S
The fourth-and laft Sermon.és upon the Argu-
wmens froms Miracles. . Where we bave the. corred
Notion of .a Miracle byiefly flated : In.the nexs
Place Masver. of Fa&k afferted, thas there mere
true and proper Miracles wrought by our ZLord
FESUS CHR IST; in-bis own ‘Berfon, und
by bis Apafiles in bis.Name: Then i’s- fhevors
bow’ thofe wiraculous Operatioss itbufirare the
- Verity of bis Divine Mifhon, and tke. Cerzainty
of his bejng the promifed Mefliab (in- Arteftation
2o which Charaller,affumed by bim snd afcrib’d
20 him, they were alk pe)g:om?d ) and fo infer; by
a juft Confequence, the Lruth and beguenly Ori-
ginab of the New Teftament, thar admsrable
Colielion of Divine Rewelations ; which being
awritten by snfpird Pemmen, bas been preferv’d
and ¢ranfmitted in authotick Copses,wirhous any
material depravation, down to the prefems Age..
 Finally, the Author baping thus demonfirated,
the Divine Authority aud Reafonablencfs of the
Chriflian Infistution, fbuts up the awhole awith
Jome wife and good Rules, # fettle the Minds of
wavering Profe(fors, apd direft Perfons convine
ced of the Truth of Chriflianity in gemeral ( but -
ar a Laofs, among the varions Divifions of Chrif-’
tendom, whick Perfuafionor Party to joyn with).
bow they may refolve 1heit Loulys, ‘ﬁ"’E ,;bfir
' ' Choice,

S et UL (SR o gtemeeepan e




_ fThe ' Prurack iy
Choite, “and detbrminesn what pafticalar.Wa%';

Meode or Form,. they may beft ferve CHR 157,
t0 bis: Acecptance, and zheirewn eternah Advan-
Tege. . SRR S T
c,s;'bus I bave given the Reader a fhort and im-
perfect Table of Contents ; a View of the préncipad
Soope and Tenor of theDifcourfes bere exhibired to
-shepublick Light.——T rey are furely upon tbe.no-
bleft Subje&s, fublime. intbeir Nature, nfeful in
zheir Tendency, amd feaforable’ for this feepticab
. Day..> And'by a partioubar Application of them
30 the Ends of Praétice and Devetion, which
suns through and enbivens the Workiit is adapted
20 émprefs and engage. the Heart, as welhas em-
Ploy the Mivd ; to warm the Chrifiian, as wekk
as-pleafe and smprove-the Scholar. - . ¢
- dn perufing this liztle Volume, the. Reader,a.nﬁﬁ
Jummon bis thivkéing Powers to a vigorous. A~

i

zestion, and call up his moft devous Reflelions s -

T e ferioufnefs of the Theme demands tie basters.
and the Variety, as weld as Cosnexiop of Argu-
mens, the former. . Axd. when you bave doliberas
ted over the following pages, ‘A douhs ‘wot yoix'lh.
be ready to break out sn the Language of sbe A--
poftie; Thisis a faithful Saying, and worthy of
all Acceptation, that CHRIST JESUS oame
into the Warld to fave Sinners. —— Without
Controverfy great is the Myftery of Godlihefs::
GOD was. manifeft in the Flefh; juftified in the:
Spirit, feen of Angels, preached unto the Gen.,
tiles, believed on in the: World, received up
into Glory, —— _4sd GOD forbid, that Lfhquld~
%lo‘ ». favein the Crofs of our Lord JESUS

N
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L) ‘The Priract .
. - Yo wilk fz0 what. absedeins Honows Fisves

- did s0 Lhrifliansty, in the [plevdid Apparatusive

sts Tutxoductios and Eftehlifirent, pnd iv tha
extraordinary Succefles that crown'd sz, whemis
made its foloma Butrauce inte the World ; auhich
Spreadirs Fame, and jufily. recommended it 'za the
bigh Efteew and Adwiravios of [uccesding Ages. .
. Yow. wikl .pnd, rhar ";ho»om%awg& GOD our
Sewivyr-has.cahes all poffible Care for our Sa<
tisfadkion s .the Corsainty of veveald Raligion,.
and.does iz chalionge our Belicf of 'tBs_Gafpel,
without. giving us [ufficicor Grounds ; swberher in
xegard of . the internal Sigaatyres of Fruth and

" Reafos infeparahie from.ss,.0r the external Mo-

tiues of (redibility that secompawy st : wobich,
confider’d togetber, do. pus it heyond .a¥i retionad
Lobe, and mut veeds produce a mor gl A ffuravce
of izs. Qriginad, in overy one that with.
Qllov bim(BYf cavefully andimparsially so.cxaming
thz Credentials is brings wih.sr. - . .
- Sure T am; You wikl fae alk the Marks of Di-
vinity. miof? roidewt ow.2be Chriftian Iufissution =
dud cgmmar daybs Dyt you twelh de xeady ¢ fay .
awith ke, Ageftle, 1 am not athamed of the Gof-.
pol of CHRIST : The’ T fuffer R, ch.as a.

. Chriftian, naverthelefs ¥ am not athamed ;. for.

I know :whem I.have believed. ~%w will fee
tbe Apofile had good Grownds for tkas: Bxboria..
ziow, -Be not’athamed of the Teftimony of euc
Lord, uor of me his Prifoser, . ©. - - !
Xow wwidh ratber surn your Rofestments.asothber
way, aad be afpamd-of Ahe profanc abaridon’d.
Mortaly, soko 70js8l, infubt and deride a Rebigion,
1o wortky of toe Vieffed GOD ; o confiiomé wishs

B e I
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$e infinite Dignity of the SON of GOD ; fo cal-
culated everyway ro the truePrinciples of Reafon,
‘and to the Exsigencies of ‘our apoftare Condition 3
o fortify’d with Arguments of the nobleft and
Sirongeft kind 5 fo long triumphbant over alh oppo-
Sitions from Earth and Hell, and in fo many bap-
py Inftances from .:ge to Age the Power of GOD
unto Salvation. Al which Confiderations ferve
¥o aggravare the Guilt and Folly of Unbelicvers;
to difcover the juft Reafons of their future Cons
demnation, and detelt the Vanity of their prefene
Pretenfions ro natural Religion, while they #4-
dicule a Revelarion, the Credst of awhich is (o
Divinely (upported, and the believing Entertasn-
ment of which is indeed no other than & morak
Duty, founded i the natural Fit;yx of Things »
§2 being a moft fir and reafonable Thing, that we
Jiould fubmir to credible Leftimony ; ami if we re-
c=ive the witnefs of Men,the Witnefs of GOD is
greater, He therefore that btlieveth not GOD,
in the Record that he gave of his Sén, and fo
maketh him 2 Liar, does berein alt contrary ro
the furdamental Law of Creation, and muft
needs fland condemned of himfelf, as avel) as of -
all about bim, as the Shame and Difgrace of
buman natuve. Surely al} truly rational and
Serious Thinkers muft snawardly Dlufb for fuch &
on2, and be afham’d of kis abfurd and guilty Pre-
judices agasnft the Gofpch of CHRIST ; wwhen
hey fe2 the Frenzy and Perverfens/s of conftions
Tifideliry [0 expes’d, in a glaring and convincin
Light, as in the fubfequent Difcourfes ; awhic
Jully make it appear, that no Man rejetls rhe
Preuciples of Chriftianity, besaufe bis Reaﬁ»; '
‘\ IR a3 ’ ﬂ”’



viii The PREFACE.

runs Counter to them, but becaufe bis Lufts con-
“troul bis Reafon and debauch bis Fudgment, fix
a_depraved Bias upon bis Will, and commir a
Rape on bis Conftience, by their infatuating
Charms. Hence it may be obferved, thefe Latsitu-
dinarian Moralifts are gemerally as libertine su
zheir Prattice, as intheir Belicf, and fhew as lie-

?le of the Man, as they pretend of the Chriftsan.

. Azain, You will be atham’d of thofe throng- |
sng Herds in Chriftendom,of unprincipl’d implicit |
Believers, who are fo fupinely negligent and sg-
norant in Divine Things, that they take the
Chriftian Profeffion upon blind Truft, and not
out of Convilion .and rational Chosce 5 flupidly
ded by Education, popular Fafhior, publick Efta-
blifoment, Antiquity, or the like ignoble Arrrac-
tives : withost acquainting themfebves wirh the
sliufirious Proofs of the Divine Authority of the -
Gofpel, or indeed with its important Informations.
So that they are unskilful in the Word of
Righteoulnefs ; have need that one teach them
which be the firft Principles of the Oracles of
GOD ; and have nothing or bittle more to plead
Jor Chriftianity, than a Turk for the Alcoran,
or an Heathen for bis national and antique Su~
perflition : wbile yer the Religion of Clrifiians
admits of the moft rational and ample Apology.
Bur fome have not the knowlege of GOD :
I fpeak this to your Shame.

Agair, You will be atham’l aljo of thefe
afluming and impofing Chriftians "( awhetber
pharifascal and Digortzd ‘Papsfis, or roo (ymbo-
lizing Protcfants ) that adulterate tbe Inflitu-
tions of CHR IST, deform bis Religion, and in-

vade

S
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The PrErAcE ix

wade bis Prerogative, who is fole King and Le-
giflator to bis Church, and the only Lord of Cos-
Jcience, by mixing their own prefumptuous De-
pices, or the anomalous and l%urious Inventions
of others, in the [acred Affasrs of the chriftian
Staze ;5 + by fetring up unfiriptural Officers in
the Church of CHR IST, &y making new De-
crees and Conftitutions for the Subftantials of
Ecclefinftical Polity, by framing new Articles of
Faith, new Parts or Modes of Worfbip ; and
Severely enforcing their apocryphal Innovations,
Rites and Tenets, by fecular Penalties, or rigo-
roufly obtruding the fame asindifpenfable Terms
of Communion, wsder the fpecious Colours of A-
poftokick Tradition, Uniformity, Decency, Edif-
cation, and the bike : So fhurting the doors of
the Church againft mayy, to whomw a reafonable
Charity canw's but hope our Saviour wibh opes the
ates of Heaven ; and rudely refleCting too onthe
ifdom and Fidelity of C HR IST, the great
Truftee of Divine Power,and Difpenfer of Trarh
and Good, who has given us a Syftem of Princi-
ples and Body of Laws, in the infpired Records,
that muft needs be a perfeft and decifive Stan-
dard ; to wbhich nothing effential is neceffary,
wothing bawful, to be added,” and by which every
thing in the Service of GOD is to be try’d and
regulated, and all our religious Inquiries and
Obfervations bounded. Though, we confefshuman
Guides are appointed by bim, for the clearer un-

1 See an execllent Sermon of Mr. Dickinfin’s on this Subject 5
* where the true Boondarics of Church-Power are particularly .
sonfider'd and ot in their proper Light L

L T e - derflanding
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;/ The Preracse

derflanding the Myfteries of bis Doltrine, tha
Order of bis Houfe, and Lavs of his Kinglom,
and for gomating thz Belief and Qbfcrvation
sbercof. Not for that we have Dominion over
your Faith, or Cosfrience, but are H:lpers of
your Joy; and jour Szrvants for JESU fake.
o procecd, . - . -
- You will be atham’d Lkew:fe Q{ thofe ua-
evangelical and.( pretended ) rational Chriftians,
awhether Preachers ar Profeffors,wliofe fuvouiites
topick is the Religion of Narure, and <whcfe dar<
¥ing Rules and Afotives are of the ‘Philcfophick’
kind 5 who leave a crucified JESUS very much
out of their Schemes of Divimty, and 2.ke bur
Yittle ufe of this bicffed Mediator of Aroncment
and Interceffion, intisir Devotions avd Dealinis
with GOD : who teach the Principles or prac-
sife'the Duries of natural Religion, with little
or no explicit Referesce $0 @ Redeemer, or Re-
duttion of Things to the Gofpel- Model 5 cnd pay
4 very cold Refpelt tq the grand ‘Peculiars of
2he Chriftian Revelation ( though [o nearly cen-
#elled with Salvation in the Gofpel-Covenant, and
#n the Reafon of things ) whetber Do&rines, re- .
$ating to the Perfow, Charaller, and Uffices of
CHRIST, diftinguifhing Grace, fupernarural
Infufian, smpyted Righieoufuefs, finab Perfeve-
wante, &c. or Precepts, concerning Covenanting
with GOD, relying on C HR IS, living by twe
Faith of the Son of GOD,and doing wharever we
9 in bis Name, praying with the SPIR I'T and
wealkivg én the SP IR IT, direlting our Aims 1o
2he Glory of GOD asour Iaft end, and (in a woid)
sorfubting apd applying the Gofpel of CH R 18T,
g S as
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as our compleat and uncrving Canon of Faith
Ritual of Worbip, and Rube of Morals, as wel
as Charter of Privileges asd bilffings. Al
nphich s [o vitab to Religion, [o ccincident with
Apoftolick Infiruttion and Exampls, fo congruent
20 the Tempir awd Complexion of primitive and
found Beiievers : but [candaloufly negielted, or
éwdifferently regarded in the prefent day, by many
Profeffors and Preachers even 5 1he refarming
World, tothe great Gricf and Regres of fuch as
are jealous for the Homour of C HR IS, and
zevderly concern’'d for the Soubs of Men. -
. Furtber, You will be atham’d of thofe herey
tical and wild Opinianifis, who profe fledly seceive
Gfpel Revelations, and i may be in pretence
preach CHRIST, but do miferably abufe, tovsure
aud pervert the Scriptures, to their own asd
erbers Deftrudion : 4 alfo of rhafk enchufiafti.
cal Perfettionifts ({piritual Mau, falfly fo salicd)
avbo aft §n Religion by wo certain fiated Rule,
fur by a variails fanarick Impulfe or tapricious
Humour, asd vainky boafk of thofe fuperior Lighrs
und Refinements, awbich rhey think fuperfede al}
Neceffiry of minifteriab Leacking and ourward
Ordinances ; &nd kcace they explode the Sabbath,
and Sacraments, and Diftipine of the Gofpely ~
thofe blefed Appaintments of sufinite Wifdom and
Gracs, as abfolese; and ufelefs Superfuisies. .
You wiil be atham’d 268 of the .mauy camnal
and inconfiffen:. Hypeceires, Fosls in Ifrack, avko.
whbile they name the Name of CHRIST,; do noa
depart from Iniquity ; and though perbaps or-
thodox Scripturifts,punttual Devorionsfis,and pré-
cife Zealots for joge difputed marterg, 4;390&:4”‘«:

b



xii 'The PrerAckE.

or fome affefted Formalities in Religion, yet are
Joameful Delinquents in point of Morality, and
bive in open Defiance to [ome effential Preceprs
of the Gofpel ; are publick Blemsfes ro the Chrif.
tian Name, by the moft vifible Indications of @
worldly Spirit, by profane Speech, or a diffolute
Bebaviour : and thus give Scandal to weak Be-
bievers, and take the moft probable Method tro
barden Infidels in their Averfion and Difguft to
the Chriftian Faith, by prattically renouncing se
'tlaegfelvex. Such therefore the Apoftle condemns
as Enemies of the Crofs of CHRIST, asd re-
qusres the Churches to extrude avith fhame,as usm-
worthy the boly Communion or even common So-
ciety. - ‘ :

Iy fine, I «will [ay to every humble and pious
Chrifisan, You wsl} upon a [erious Review be a-

- fban’ deven of yourlelves alfo ; from aConfiioufnefs

of gour being {o unftudy’d inthe glorious Gefpel,
615 rich Contents and numerous Proofs ; o untur-
nith’d for the Vindication of your boly Religion
againfi the Affaubts of its many Oppofers; fa

- unaffe@®ed wirh the amazing Grace of God in

the Evangelical Difpenfation, sts tranftendent
Fulnefs of Light and Glory, its extenfive Spread

" @mong the Gentiles, and yet the aftonifbing Dif-
" tinltion of Providence, $n reveaking st to fome,

avbile 6’ bid from otbers ; — fo unthankful
Jor sts great and precious Promifes, and incompa-
xable ieanit: ; fo infirm sén your belief of its pe-
cubiar Lifcoveries, and foon fhaken sv Mind by
the impotent Cavils of various Seducers ; fo wa-

. vering and languid in your rebigious Refolutions;

fo. remifs én your Endcavours of Obedience to its
' exgelleot
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exceblent Precepts ; {oindolent and carels(s abous
the Propagation of Chrifiian Knowlege, among
fuch as fit sn Darknefs and are perifbing for back
of Vifion, while you fir under a meridian fhine of
the Sun of Righreoufnefs.

 In a word, Youwill be afpam’dthat you have

Jo little of an experimental fenfe of the Power. -

and Trurh of the Gofpel ; and that you are no bet+
zer able to fet a4 Seal bereto, from your own per-

" fonak and Jsvely Experience of thar Communion
awith CHRIST (in bis Word and Ordz’naﬂce.f/)
which és [0 congeneious to the new Creature, fo
rebifbing to the [piritual Lafte of a real Chrifiian,
Jo smproving 10 Divine Knowlege and true Ho-
bing(s ; and the Wam or bow Degree whereof
sn many Profeffors is fo juftly the matter of our
mournful Obfervation.

1 doube not you <vill find fuch Refle@ions and
d in you ; while with 4 due

Refentments awaken’

Application of Mind and with ferious Paufes,
babouring 10 enter into the Spsrit of the Author
and Importance cf the Subject, you perufe the fol-
lowing argumentative and pathetick Defence of
Chriftianity. You'll fecl uneafy Senfations & Re.
lentings in your thoughtfub breafts, with refpet ro
your felves : and muft weeds blufb and be afpan’d
Jor the Multé udes of !efsflive Chriftians, who falh
under any of the precleding ignominionsCharatlers,
[0 oppofite to the true Genius of the Gofpel, and
Joderogatory ro the Credit of its Divine Founder,

And now ket m2 recall your Thoughts to the
above- bint comcersi g Experience : upon recobiect--
sng awbich, that of the Apofile comes with a pecu-
kar aweight and force on my mind, He wlho' bch-

: : lievet
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fieverh on - the Son of GOD, - hath the WITNESS INF

HIMSELF, 1 Joh. 5. 10 ---- /£ Text that 1 tonld conrs
sisend to every one for their frequent folemn Confideration s
‘and gladly conld I on this Occafion expatiate upom i 2
fome pertinent and affeFing Meditations ; but that in fo
doing I ffowld ted long detain yon, and much exceed the

. proper Limits of a prefatoty Epifile. Iwill bafien theve=

fore to a Clofe, aith this Hint,——

* It fhorild bé our main Solicitude, oxr ﬁ;:/l Defire, that ' |
4

#he SPIRIT of CHRIST may caufe the Light of the glo-
diouts Gofpel fo thine into our Hearts ; and teftify fo #ts

" periy and Divine Extralt, by making it infirumentat, -

#hrough bis concurrent Efficacyto an indelible Impre ffion of
.#be Imige of CHRIST on our Souls : Andlet 1t be omr next
and confiant Care, that by vifibly exhibiting shis i.ziwwl
Expevicnve,bn a0 attive Life of univerfal Conformity to bbe
Example and Lasws, of CHRIST,cvé may give a folid Attef-
24%on to the Reality of cur Faith, and adorn che Do&trine
4f GOD oux, Savidur; as ‘it becomes us, in all Things:
ad thws. wf’depcing our felves finceve Confeffors, living.
witnefles. for CHRIST, ave may kope for bis Ayprobation
1y'this World, and & glorious Reception in the next.

- T) proimote this experintental Religion, an¥ fpread the -

genisie Spivit and Pradice of Chriftianity, 1§ ¥he ultimate
Bifign of the follotding Effxy on the ReafoMblene(s of it,
. And tovbas badpy End may the [pecial Blefing of CHRIST,
dbbofe Casfe-is bere efpons'd, accampangfit'tq all, inte
«wife bands:it may come I So awill the Qorthy Author
(b, I wifp; wiay long live, a burning &yd Pining Lighs)
baue Geeafion to rejoyce, in fecing #his his Labour attended.

with.the defir'd Profperity : and we, have Reafon to be

sharikful, for. the Benefit of this valuable Publication.

.« Thefs avs the unfeigned Sentiments, and -the jmﬁqﬁdte. E
Wifpes of . T

Roffon, Feb. 25,  LcOF chriftiad Friend,
bbb N

o

BT Pagen Bine 6 1ad of. Poge 99, limy p2cregdise

e i B e e - OO

Tromas Foxcrort.
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Bﬁf; and Attrzbutgs»
G U D

ﬁ@@*ﬁ@%ﬁ@@ﬁw%ﬁ'ﬁ%ﬁa
- Romans Ir2a. 7

Fm‘ the mvifabk things oﬁHm,ftom 1he Crae-

- ation: of sbe Werid .are clearly faeny being

- andevRood by the ;lgmg.mbdt are; mde.,e'vm

- BKs epgraal Power and: de ﬁ’ t df

tboy are: wma Em:ﬁ; FVY fonqos .

O );,;ta ason is the. dn nifying and
are 4} ditinguifhing : gproféertf of

,,,é bumane | nature 3 whereby

«N i Man2 above the reft-of the

D) ot;;\ -15“;3‘. lOWCI‘ crcanqn, ‘18‘ quaﬁﬁed

M“/f@égﬁ» to know, ‘obey, “ahd erijoy

his Greafér: . By which alone'he is dapable
o: \t,ha.i Fag'lt?r, 'wnbout 'w/mh ;t is: tmf:"ﬁ"
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to pkaﬁ God ; and even of believing that
firt Acticle, That God is, “as well as that
He is a rewarder-of thofe that. diligently feck

Him. Whence it follows, that He who

has made us,rational Crearyres,expects from
us a reafouable Sérvice ;' and* cannot be
pleafed with that faith, practice, or hope,
that i grounded on education, or cammon
opinion 3 and not the vefult of rutéonsl re~

fleition, or enquiry: *’

Ir muft therefore be agreable both to
our duty and interefl; ‘to enquire into the
grounds of our holy Religion ; and reafona-
bly to eftablifh our felves in thofe precious
"Fruths,on which we baild our hopes ; and
not to take them. opon fruff, as I'm afraid
oo many do. For.which caufe, I fhall en-
deavour (God Willipg.) to offer you fome
wational: evidences of the truth of Chbriffi-
anity 2 and (1 hope ) full conviction,that
vge bave not followed cunningly devifed fables,
in embracing the Chriffian Religion ; but
« light fbining in a dark place, whereunto we
do well to take beed. ~ And my firt Rork is,
to lay the corner-fione of thisbuilding 5 and
to take a brief profpect of fome o thole
Demonttrations of the Divine Being and
Perfeions,. which_ we . are* o' plentifully
furnifhed with, from the works of "Crmﬁo; |

. .

s S TN e e et .




B e o T e

ff CRRISTIANITY, E |

and Previdence. ;. For which end, I have
pitch’d upon the words. before us, as the
ground of our prefent meditations: where-
iané ma-Y-NW,t’_;' B . o o
. 1.-Tus-Subjed here treated of, which is
the GLORIOUS GOD ; denoted by the
relative HIM, which relates to, & is con~
ne&ed with the: foregoing verfe,wherethe
Beingand Nature. of God are exprefly con=
ﬁdefed-: PICEES “ N j\,‘ o P

_ 2. T fublime immenfe Nature, .and
gloriows Perfections of the Divine Being.
([ Z%e invifible things of Him ] ‘The things
of God are.not only invifible to the bodily
eye ; but.isfinitely .above the fearch of the
moft exalted underftanding, infcrutable,
and incomprehenfible, to,the moft faga=
cious of treated Beings, ‘For who.can by
fearching find out God €, ., . R

. 3. TuE cleareft and moft infallible cer=
tainty of thefe incomprehenfible perfeéti=
ons of God,:[ Are clearly feen ] Thodgh:we
can’t foar to -the interminable beights, ot
dive to the boundlefs depths,of this Infinite
Nuture ; we have demopftrative evidence
of His Eternal Power apd Godhead, with
many of his effential perfections. We ma
be infallibly certain, that there is a God,
Igfinite in Holinefs, Juftice, Goodnefs and

i

“u



3 " The Reafotinbienes.

‘ Tt‘u'th 8c. tho® wé knew not the: ﬂ'thnner

ef His exiftence, and operations. ‘. - - y
. 'Tue foundation of this cettainty, of

the m¢an,s of our obtaining this cleat vifioa

of the Invifible thitgs of God. [ Being under~

Pood, by the things.thas ars made. ] We fee

the cau/é by the ¢ffe? ; and have brighteft .

évidence, that this vaft and fpacious ¥orid,

with its amazing magmﬁcence, Juttre and ;

harmony, wasnot its own efficient ; did noe
proceed from chance,nor could be: the pro~

da& of an Author unequal to the Work
And muft therefore be the - Workanthip
of an Infinitely wife; & povierful Being. -

‘3. Tur confequence of this evidence, ’

f Sotbar they ave witbous emoufe; }-The bea~
#hen world, who know nothing of Gvd, bue
what is vifible ¥rom the works of sreation

and providepce, may there ébferve fuch .

Fright difplays: of Infinite Wifdom and
Power, with ‘other Divine PerfeQions, as
wdl leave their. infidelity udexcufabie:
But we “may ‘more tondfe]y’flm
up thc words, in this

Onssu»mok ﬂw fbeL glrrmts Bdng,
Fand mﬁmn'?ﬂfa‘mm of God, are edie’
 dently manif iz fr«m tbe {wrk: of G"*‘

atiom,
e g THIS

3 e (OO o e
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 Tuns T fhall endeavour. to demondiratey
by thefe following Arguments. -~ -
. 1. 1 shink it unqueftionably ewident to
all siren, that they tbemfelves have a Beirg,
“T'his cafe admits of no debate ; notan bes
ing capable to call in queftion his own exe
éftence, -or-doubt of his Being. -Whence,
- 1L Ir. & equally éertain to every mang
that he has not a/mugs been, what he now

~ ds. - Within the compafs of a few years,

we were firft begotten; conceiv'd, & berns

and have paffed the feveral ftagesof time;

. unto the age,to which we are now jarsiv’dy

_ ‘T'his no man can doubt of. = Therefone; .

. ¥IL. 1r’s mot fure,. that we muft bave

our Original from : fome:¢ay/e. An 4ffeck

‘without an, efficient, of areal Reiwg. pros

duc’d by natbing, 1s the moft- palpable abs

furdity, and the boldeft affront to.common

fonfe. * «-=~ This then is indifputable,. that

we did not make our felves. ~ Far " beforg

 we had a Being,we were nothing, & conld -
do wething. And it is equally cértainghat

we are not the produét of blind una&ive

chame.' For how céuld fo noble a Being' 1

bappen 20 fpring out’ of wething, withous

any cveating power or energy ?  Whence

thén ‘do 'we derive our Original? , Nog

froma our Parents ; théy were. Tot ml.«;u'P‘:-.

L e . ent
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#0t, %6 command us into Beibgiby their
powerful word. Nor. could fuch;noble; -
immaterial, zbinking fubftancesjas onriSeu/ls,
proceed from them in .a_way, .of matural
geweration. -~ For its the height of _abfurdity
to {uppofe, that a material fubtance,could
lg.lim:‘ Being to a /piritual .one.; as we fhall
ereafter confider. - But were it fuppos’d,
that even our whole nan, . foul.and.ibody,
was begotten by our.immediate parents ;
whence had they this power'?: Or -whence
their own exifferice 2. 1f it be faid,that they
proceed in a continuéd chain- of fucceffion
from their predeceflorsy. the difficulty yet
vemains :: For whence .came the firft link
of this chain ? It is equally alfurd,to-apply
ﬁ;f-vxxﬁente,i or felf-origination, to the fuft
of our /pecies, as to our felves. ~--< Thus
from the confideration.of our felues,we are
Jed: to the cleareft.views 'of -an- effivient
caufe, by which we are what: we: find our
felves to be.  Itis juft argning, Ffal c.3¢
Tt is He that bath-made us,- and naot’ we our
felms.iw' o . RS SR
IV. A+’s alfo clearly evident, that, all
thofe otherBeings, which are in the world,
were produc’d by fome caufe. We arenot
only certain of our-own Being ; but.by the
fame intuitive cegtainty; we perceive mul-
. . titudes




B B Al |

of CHRISTEANTITY. »

~ ‘titudes of Beings befide: our felves. --<« If
we look upward, we behold:a vaft magni-
ficent Arch, replenifh’d with innumerable

multitudes of bright and glorious Orés ; all’

of them pérforming their.revo/utions,. and
‘di{charging' their appoinved fan(?iins, with
‘the greatelt harmony, beauty, - and order,
If we look dowswand, \we fee this huge
mafly’ ball 'of Earth;upon which we ttead,
abounding ‘with .a forprizing variety of
animals .and vegetables, each carrying- in
’em the marks of confummate Ars & Skikk

Axp can 'we ‘imagine, that this ims
‘menfe canopy of the Heavens wasftrexche
ed out, ‘thofe mighty globes of  light
hung up:in: the 4ir, and whirl’d ronnd in
their refpective. cikcwits 3 or this - Earth,
with all its furniture, created and fourded
‘oni noshing;by theitews efficiency 2 Cantwe,
wpon the- view-of a mott: ftately &. curicug
buildinig; overlook the morkman thdt made
it, fuppof@it to fpring out of. nathing 5 ot

to. make: -iv:felf 2 ‘No! futely ! ‘the' | wenk..
fhews the workman,and the effe% the cauféy

~ Hexcr:'then, the!cohtequence is:ingvi-
‘table, thatthere is fonme. great; & glotiens
Caufe-of our felues, arid of- every thing: we
fee & know r Ard:uthisl Caufe isi whas ws
call GO'D.:. Anrd hehbey the very. bes ol:fg
e . wor

R
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world may difcover the, God thas created
she Heavens;, and fivesshed them ous 5 thas .
ﬂ»:md forth the Earth, & that which cometh
out of st ; thas giverh breath wnto the people
upow it, and Spirit to Yhem that walk therein,
¥ai. .xlii. 5. For the Heavens declare the
glory of Gad, and the firmament fbewerh His
lmmiy awbrk, Plal. xix, 1.

. Eknow of but one. confiderable Objeti-
aa, againft this reafoning and conclufion,
that feems worthy, oi an mteljagsm:mmd _
which is this; .

Tue Barid, mmll its parts, wxy ba-vc E-
tcmally exified ;. 4l the mintations and revoe
futions in nature, - may have been cffecicd by
an . Brevval Im ar - p \%ﬂﬁlj 5 apd all the

. kinds'of Beaings in the rld, cwmmwd by
- o, | Brernal fucseffon. -

» Tuas! Obpattiost,, ntﬁrit mw,my ﬁll ;be
mirids of foms " ‘enguirers with - confu!
while their thotights ate loftin the bounds
Jefs Abyfs of Erernity. 1 fhall therefore
take liberty to. ba fomethmg partx:ular, u;\
anfwermg it.

“Tuar the World has not Etemally ex=
ited, is: démonfiratively evidens. from this
emﬂderatm, »-++ Had the Univerfe been
sternal, ‘it muft:have had 3 meceffery ex~

utence .and iwould hauhcenwﬁb‘%
that
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that either the' whole, oc: any part of it,
thould not have been,or have been any: o~
therwife thanit is. . For,: if not ne;q]Zrib
felf-exifterit, it muft-derive its Being from
fome caufe,and confequently have a begin~
sing ! and it muft alfo-have continued by

e |

an Isfinite and Eternal feries and {ucceffion

of . necsffary caufes and effefts. For if all
the canfes and. effeits in an tternally exifting
World, are:not neceffary, but contingent 3
that is,if they from their own nature might
be, or might not be what they are : Then
the #orid in all its glory and magnificence,
in all the fymmetry order, and perfeQion
of its {feveral partsy hds for ever continued
by meer accident without any caufe or rea~
fon : Which s the height ef.ub/urdizy. Thia
then is moftcértain, that if the #r/d be
Eternal, it derivesboth its feing and: consi~
nuance  from abfolute m¢ceffity. ---~ But is
it not meftahfurd and ynreafonable to fup=-
pofe the '#eceffary felf-exiftence of thinge
that are evidently in their. own nature sam~
tingent 5 and - for . whofe, ¢xiftenice,, there ia
no moré:apparent reafort or neeeflity from
the nature of the things themfelves, tham
for their won-exiffence 2 Is it not even ri-
diculous to imagine, that-from the nature
of things, the -Woﬂi(l; muft;confift of juld
DI . )
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5 miny, and juftfuch kinddf parts.as ity
mow dbcs, witheut -any pbffible addition,:
&iminytion, or alteration ¢ Thatdhe Eartb,x
for inftasice, could nbt*hawe:insitsicompo-:
fitian, ‘one particle of fand morerer defi,

. fhan 1t hdsy’ norrprbddcemna plant:or ani-.

#mal, worm or ‘fly, diffsreir’ fromiwhat it
gees’l Arid yer this ks ehe e itabile.con-.
foauaeiee ‘of fuch mcefliry : Por ifthe whole:
ke wereflury,) eWy Mﬁ smxtuwpnwde is
éqﬁﬁny &t Lted PRV P A A nf

- ‘Besro¥s; If the WMHJ be from dtsown
Bature: mrgﬂ‘ary,xtis‘mry'whcmmécéﬁxy,
to ‘every point of ‘real or'imagimary: tace,
Por whatmay from the pature of ﬂ:e‘thmg

be ‘abferit fpom ome place, way waotwith-.
Randing any neveffily 10 the cdntrary,: be

ab(ent from any tmhr, aad zdnfequently:
froth every plet..  Tvbéimy impoffiblesthat

there -thould ‘be any thing modncwp]mh l

mdre than améthery ‘ln srakenit.oem

What 'therefore is woéﬂhry, nutk be.d evcny'
where 16, and (0" be: Infinite, ad vl aseter=
nal: - ‘Nay and'oveni-ewery padumd parti=
cle-of thie Whole) Wiorld; muft drysthe fame:
Argumerit:be infinire fFo: there- sonit be:
thie fame mﬁ ifor all the:parrs, :as' for
the whols, as s tkfcrb obfervidi < Whehce,,

thete muft Qw(npm this fuppdfitiop) mote.
Infinite

-

P>



of CSHRIVPFANITY. o ‘m
Infinire Bringsshai thete dre atomyof fand,
or‘irail.ya-of light 1. Which is the: groflctt ab-~

- Acanvy 1€ the Woshl exift from sos/
fity, and all the: paets of it wwefmly: pac-
formi their: virions. i Qions & aperations ;
Then 158 {0- sscrffimy: thabv: ey tor évar
do {0, withoir any diverfity, variation oy
change, ' Nature srofalways aék by inva-
rviable and immutable laws, in the fame
ordér, .with the fame force, and to the
famo. effe®. . For what is from the nature
of the thing neceffaryro day, will be fo to
morrow and: for ever.; And thus thav man
thatkiweffarsip lives woday, muft bythe fame
moeefey live always 3 e that is in' beaith
today muitibe fo\fireven Andin aword,
thiere can“be nio edlange i any pair of the
- Creations whidk isfo.contrary te: cur cons
ttant experieince. n:this World of chage,
that it'néed nov b8 ddfited an. -

- T will fuftc mention: oae Argument more
azhinft the atsraity «of the Wrid, which
- ‘poffibly midy bo:mote intelligible, & moe

adapted to the capacioy of my bearers,than

* what 1've aiready: offered. L
" Tus fuppofition!of the World's-srernity
does neceflarily .contradit the poffibiliry
of & fiwvaffien. in- ‘éﬂy“’hi"’g wlzatfm;gi
: ’ 2 v

-t
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For a fucceffion does in-the nature of it im-
ply a firf and /4f2, which are altogether
incompatible with Eternity, and cannot
without greateft abfurdity be predicated
of a perpetual and unchangable Suration.
To exemplify this, The fucceffign. of day
and night could not have been eserpal 3 {uch
ﬁ;mﬁgm ‘naturally fuppofingy that either
the day was before the #ight; ot the might
- before the day : If either preceeded, there
was a firf?, a beginning of the fucgeffion, on
this fide Erernity. Suppofing the day was
before the night, it muft either haye hada
temporal beginning, or an erernal exiftence ;
If the latter be granted, therc coyld  yet
have been no eternal fuccelfiin of day. and
might ; but an everlafling day muft have
preceeded the #ight, had the .#ight com-
menc’d never fo many Millions of ages
ago; there being an énfimite diftance be-
tween eternity and, the remoteft sime : Nay
more than fo, had.the day been etcrnal,
there could never have been ( upon the
fuppofition before us) .any night -at all :
For from whence could- there be fo great
a change in the eternal and immutable conrfe
of Nature ? How.cotild there be fuch new

revolutions in nature, when under the fame

invariable laws, that had continued from
‘ : : I

aietnity & o

PN e o ol DO TN seadmesataka |
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I might offer many other Argumesis. to
obviate the Objection ; but what has been
faid is {ufficienr, & poffibly in the opinion
of my Jearers more than- (ufficient ; I
therefore reaflume the former conclufion. |

Ir the World has had a beginning Cas is
demonttrated ) there muft bave begn fome,
Autbor, fome efficient canfe, by which it was
created and made. . T UENUL Ly
- Having thus by a view of the creatare,
difcover’d the Creator, and found evident
demonftration of a Divine. Being from the,
works of His Hands ; Let us nextgpnfider
fome of thofe inwvifible things of Hiny which

way be clearly fien and underflood, by tbe
things that are made., ... . . .

V. Tnen theEternity of GOD is ingain-
fayably: : evident from the. works of Crea-
‘tion. W are not - capable- of . a, gxeateg
certainty of any: thing whatfoever,. jthan
of this,that there has beenfomething from
Ezernity ; “ fince what. has not eternaly
exifted, had a leginning ; and what had a
beginning muft be produced. by fomething
elic” There cannot be‘a more upreafon;
able fuppofition, nor.a more glating con-
tradiétion, .than' that there was. a timg¢
wherein there was_petfe&ly nothing : For

if fo, there could have_been nothing t all
. b Etrernity:

- st X
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Biersity. It being rather madnefs, than
weaknefs, to ateribute-Creating power and
esiergy to meer nozbing. . This confequence
therefore forees it felf upon vs, that the
Caufé of all things, is'an erernal, uncaufed,
independent Bsisg.  Whence we may juft-
Iy -declaiin with the Pfalmift; Pfal. xc. 2.
w4 3Dé mousitéins were brought forth, - or
ever thou badft formed the Earth:asd the
Borld: evsn from everlafiing to everiafiing
thous-aiy God, co B
VL I¥’s likewife demonttrable from the
works f' Creation, 'that this Glorious Au~
thor of all things is a Spiritual Being.. We
eertdinly know, that- we our.felves are
shinking {ubftances : The very meditation
Before s makes ‘it evident, that: we are
capBle of wagbi; Reafon, ‘andRefleti-
on ; that our' Minds can'fuddenly. :foar to
the-fixed Swrs, compa(s the vdft circuit of
the Heavens, and: éven launch -into the
boundlefs Abyfs of ‘Erermity, ‘where they
have: juft riow beeg. <-- And whehce do
we derive thils'power ¥ s it from dead
uriadive ‘matter - Impoffible 4 for matrer
is it {8 utterly uticapable.of thsagis, and
therefore certainly ‘unable to produce a |
thinkifg Being: This may de brought to
ReiQeft demonfirition, amee If:we allow
R ) * thoughs

R e

T
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#hought to apy wmatter whatipeyer, we muft
allow it to every particle ¥fviatte ; and
thereby fuppofe as many #hinking . Baings
as there are atomsin ghe Creation .(the
properties -of all:marser being the fame )
The 2bfurdity of which fuppofition: lies o

pento'every eye 3z and it wonld be nodefs

. a@bfurd a0 fmagine; that fome cesdin come

Jpofition .or. medification of mattercan pro~
duce 2kought. - For.unthinking paisicles af
matter;, however put together, “ase watter
#ill 5..and if there -Was ho zhaught. \in any
of the pards, thereican be nofllin ahe
avbolz, wihateyer be 6. compofition,y Gnce
the wivle -can have nothing, but: what i¢
seceives from the gar?s ® - The:tonfer
quende-is ther¢fore inevitable, . that:dince
all matter is -from its own.oatre ne

rily deftisuce: of : thuughs, «our (thinkingsde
tional fauls muft derive their Baing from
{ome ' immaterizl Autbor 2 It. beingutterly
impoffibte for that 10 be produc’d!in the
effeét, which was inot in'the power of the
caiftve-a=:And by the fame «igument this

[ 4. ) S IS VIR

T T S P TS
. * The corious Reader may fee chis oy’ Jasgely
f haﬁdled“;q Mr.' 5?6! Humane Underflane mﬁ
- LY. Cap. K, ‘ﬁ‘!’;‘!&.?_fiff_’!-;@*_’”&“’& enere 5
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glorious Spirit’ muft have eminently in
Himfelf; all the perfections of all the in<
numerable inteligent beings that now are;
or everhave beéen' in the #0r/d, wete they
all; contradted into one Juteligence : Since
they all:depend upon Him for their Beings,
. ‘capacities,. and operations. And: thete
cannot be morve inthe: fireams than in'the
Fomptain: ---- . Iv i3 ‘ravional "arguing in
"Pfalixtiv. 9;:10. " He.that planted:the car,
bouhe ot beat: 2 He that formed the eye,
Shall . He not fes £ ::He -that teacheth mas
kivwillye, fhad not He know 2 * oo
< .I¢ thefe {peculations are too Phélgfophi-
tal-for fome of iy bearers, the Argumem
may: bezpropofed in 2 more ‘cafy ‘and- fa-
miliarimanger. < Itisplain w' every ca-
patity;: that 'we have:jouls as well as. bos
dies;that curmore nobie: partis ai 2binking
intelliigent Pirit; thatthere are and have
been:multitddes of: fpiritual Beings: befide
Qur felves; and thar thefe all proceed from
fome€ caufe, at 1eaftieqoal tathe ¢ffeé?, who
mutt therefore Fimfelf e a. Spirisual. Sub-
fance poflefled of all the excellencies of all
other (piritual fubffances in the World : o-
thetwife He muft give ‘what he thas fors;
and the effe iputt exceed the vertpce of the
¢aufe ; which is manifetly abfards: v
..4,.;71'3 THUS

o o il (yOOQIC __.‘-_“1—~—-~..4
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&: 'Tuus by -a/refle®ion upon our own
Souls, we have difcover’d the neceffary
truth of our Lord’s Doétrine, Joh. iv. 24.
That GOD is a Spirit. Let us now go on
to confider fome other of the Divine Per-
feQions, legible in the Book of Creation, -
- And, - 4
~ VIL Ir forther appears from the things
wbhich are made, that the firft Caufe of all
things muft be an Infinite Being. .
. 'Tue prodigious magnitude and amazing
extent of thel/niverfe do laudly proclaim the
Infinitenature of its glotious Author. --- 'Tha’
we can have but an imperfe view of this
fcene of wonders, we may yet gaze our
felves into admisation and furprize,by what
obfcure and diftant glances we are capable
of. 1f we go no further from home than
this globe of-Earth upon which we dwell,.
we have here a vaff fady,computed atnear.
Eight Thoufand Miles Diameter, and  a-~
bove Two Hundred Thgufand Millions
of Miles in its bulk or folid content ; which,
muft appear to every eye a Ma/s worthy;
aof ap Infinite Creator. But as great as this
feems to be, it is (as Afronomers inform
us ) exceeded :in Magnitude by moft of
the beavenly: bodies, and muft be efteem’d.
but fmall in gomparifon of fome of the.

LT D * Planets :

[
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Planers 3 ggsnciauy if copatd o that
fupendous ®lobe of Fire, the Sur. Now
# we are fijl’d ‘with jaft admiration ac the
wd [y bulk of thefé huge bodies, how fur—
prizingly great muft be the /pace in which

© they perfoim thelr revelutions ! The Sun
-being efteem’d above Eighty Millions of

Miles ditafit frot the Ea##h; and mach
further from fone other of the Planets 3
which at thofe vaft diftatices, are all obs
ferv’d to move round the Sus,-and yet ne<
‘ver t6 interfere, or clath withone another?

‘ Hzre we might make a fop, and adore
the infinize pecte@ions of the glorious s
2bo? of this fpaciows fyftem of the San and
Planets : But thereare yet more diftant,:
and greater Objeds of Afvyifbment, thap
#vite our attentidn, the: fixed Stars P
mean, which feem to fill ‘the fpangled
cancpy,-and appear innumerable to the na-’
ked eye; and yét vaftly ‘more-numeérous
when view’d through a’ @blefcops, which!
difcovers Myriads of %em not - otherwife
vifible. Thefe being fuppofed at due di-:
ftances from éach other { as they certain=
ly are) how Fmmenfe ‘mutt “be” the jpace
which they occupy !+ And if eur mcder
Alftronomers are tiot miftaken in a matter’
which they think themfelves preety cér--

i . e tain
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of CHRISTIANIEY. . 3
tain of, there is a ‘new fidme before’ usy
which will captivate oirr underflanding,and
wtterly lofe our thaaghts ; they {uppote the
great multivede of fixed Stars: o be {o many
Suns, all of ’em endued with native Jig
and béas ; of like Dinmrenfidns With our 347 ;
and cach of ’em accompanied with s
fyftem of Pisaétg, a1 our Siniy ; :and cone

quently ‘cachi of ‘em occupying as greas
ff;uz,u, as was formerly foppofed in the
whole mem. -t 'I“his- account Of the
Uriverfe makes: it appear many. thoufand
times greaser than i3 ordinarily  imagm’d;
and fhould anfwerably excite cur admiras
tiaw and praifes of the glorious Creatsr and
Contriver ef fuch a magnificens Workd.. .-
¢ But having-thus long gdzed ax the pros
digious Miflés of thefe beavesly Bydics, and
the immeafurable Jace: pofle(s’d by thens}
it’s time: to apply thefe confiderasions: 1o
the prefentpurpofe, and fee if we can’t
difcover the lgirpr;mf:aﬁ the:Craator,from
this view of the Heavenly regions : Wisicls,
i we will bt dpen owr eyes,” modt appear
in the ckaref light. Bov it's manifeft ta 85
very oblervatiop, :that:the Moker, Goideg
and Guversour of the Uriverfe, vuft be aks
ways prefent in ewery part of shis incons
prehenfible fpaces ( Fle coaldnot elfe havd
TR o Rz made¢y
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gade, nor could He otherwife fuperintend;
erder, and dire& all the parts, operations,
and influences of this ftately fzérick) which
is impoffible to canceive, of any but an in.
Jinite Being. - - .. - :
. Besipes, He that made the World, muft
alfo of his free will and choice, have or-
dered and appainted the .place of its refi-.
dence ; and nothing but ‘His own pleafure
could circumfcribe it to thefe Zimits, or
confine it to this : particular fpace, in the
boundlefs void, rather than any other. He
muft therefore Himfelf be equal to all fpace,
whether real or imaginary ; that is, He
muft be an Infinite Being, whom the Heaw
wen, and the Heaven of Heavens camnot
contain, as 1 King. viii. 29. Which was
the thing to be prov’d. . And thus we fee
the Immenfity of that glorious Being, that
fistesth upon the circle of the Earth, that
fretcheth out the Heavens as a curtain 5 and
Jpreadeth them oyt as atent to dwékl iz, lfai
xl. 22. : L ‘.

-1 might here have urg’d the fimplicity
and uncompounded Nature of GOD, as a
further evidence ‘of His Infinity: But this
wauld be to go out.of the way of my Zexz,
which confines me ta the confideration of
the Divip¢ Perfocticus, as vifible in tl;q
el o works
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aorks of Creation ; and 1 think what is faid:
is fufficient upen this Head. 1 therefore
proceed.

. VIIL. ‘Tus Unity of the Godbead is alfo
clearly feen from the works which are made..
. For if there were more Gods than One,
they could not be Infinite ; two infinites
being a palpable contradiction: And if
finite, they could not be the firft caufe of
all things ; as is before demonftrated.

. Besipks, 1f there be more Gods than Ore,
they muft all be either fupreme, fuberdinate,
or co-ordinate. 'Two fupreme Beings is a
contradition ip terms: for either ene muft
be fuperior, or both equal ; and therefore
neither fipreme. A fubordinate God muft be
himfelf dependent, and could not have all -
things depend upon him ; or in other words,
could niot be the creator nor upholder of the
World. It remains therefore, that if there
be a plurality of Gods, they muft be co-or--
dinate, which is equally abfurd : For were
there {everal co-ordinate Gods, they muft:
either create the World conjuultly or fepa-
rately 5 not conjunétly, for if they join’d
together in Creating the World, they
would all make but one firft Caufz,and each:
-feverally but part of the Canfe ; which be-
ing fuppofed; there could be no gjﬁ?:

| e



—

b -

a2 b Reafualiensy |

- -

Reingiand confequently.noGad; Nor conid
a, plurglity of Geds maks the World" fipar
rately ; there would then be no firfh Caufe
of all, if.-each caw/ad byvra part of the
Werld. - CoL L
- I'might; further yrge the Unity of Ged,
rom His #eceffary exiftence. ---- § have
alrqady demonftrated,  that the firf Casfe
of all things mut he . Eternaly necoffary :
And nathing can be capable of plainer de-.
maouftratisn ; for if there ever had been
a time wherein He had nat exiffied, He
could have had no exiffence vo FErerairy,
unlefs.ws {uppafe. a Gaw/e of the firg Cayfe,
which.is: alfurd. - - Befides, if-all things
were sreated by Him, He mufk neceffarily:
be Himlelf 4ncreasedy and being snereated
Ho muit neceflarily. be Essrval ; Far.what;
at axy time did not exiff, can sever ¢ome
ipto Being without being ereated, either by
it felf or by fomething ¢lfe. Now if -wei
{yppofc €ud to have creatsd Himfelf, we.
atribute to him_4éfien bafore eviffeyea 3
‘which is the grofleft apfardiry. - 1f we fup=
pole Him ¢reated by any thing glfe, we
fuppefe a: Canfe of the firft Caufy, asbefores
He muft therefare-be  Erernaly necefluny s
;and canfequently cap be but One : Fer.if
it he pafible thay the World could be.

5

“created
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peeated by one Efficiens Crufe € vhicH
€an’t'be doubted ) there can be -bu¥ ond
neceflary caufe of all things. Every thing
elfe may-be derivative and dependent,an
therefore can’t be weteffary. Whence i’s
cCertain ‘there car be but sre- Gody who
€ as P’ve already prov'd)- muftc be ‘a ne.
éeffary Being. --~- 'Thus we have cleareft
évidence of that’ tiuth, Deut: vi. 4. 97¢
Lord our God js one Lord. ‘Anid of-that
i -Cor. wiii. ‘6. “Bu? to us ‘there #s' but - one
Géd the Fatber, of whkom aré ak fl{iﬂ§ sand
‘&7?}” }Il»ﬂ. B '; AR A "':i}' '.') ‘ 1
¢ IX." 11 is moredver apparent”from the
®orks of Creation, that this glorionsGOD is
an Omhipstent Beinig. -1Ye already prévid,
thatthe Heawens and the'Earthyin aff theid
amazing magnificence; curiovs'framre, and’
regular ofder; fprung odt of morkitlg: ac the
powerful: command of the gredrCreator.’
Wherefore fince ‘there: is an®infihite " di-!
fance between perfedtly wething akdany
real Being, there muft be Omunip fence ime "
ploy’d in this glorioas werk.” 'The" united
powers of every finite Being would th vain
endeavonr to treare from N thivg wié moft’
defpicable worm, or even a particleof fand.
Por (as 1 obfervid.) there isan ikfinife and’
eternal opp firion between meer n. 1hing atg; -

- RS
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the moft inferior creature; and therefore
the vileft in/ef?, or fmallest particle of duft,
could not be brought from #on-entity into
Being,but by an Omnipstent arm. --- What
a furprizing {cene thea do theHeavens an
Earth afford us of the greatCreator’s power ?
What Jefs than an ALMIGHTY GOD
could firft find mazter for an endlefs. train
of fuch wvaft bodies, and then compofe the
fasely fabric !~ | ,
Anxp I might further obferve, -that the
¢reation of the World cannot be the ex-.
“tent of the Creator’s power: For if once.
pofle(s’d of creating skl and ability,” He
.muft always retainit ; and therefore could.
( had He pleafed ) have fpent Millions - of
ages in creating new Worlds, until their.
number had exceeded the utmoft firetch.
even of an 4ngel’s thought. ---- And from
this view of His Omunjpotence, it alfo ap-.
pears, that he could ( had it been His plea«
fure ) have created a like number of Worlds-
in a moment : For there can be no limits to’
Alinighty power. Let us then difmifs this.
Head, with Elibw’s admiration upon a like
occafion, glob_ xxxvil. 22, 23. With God.
is terrible Majefly. Touching the Almighty,
we cannot find Him out ; He is excellent in

power, I ,
R S ¥ I
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. X. Tus Im‘imte Wifdom of the Creatar,
Is alfo clearly mamf [t from tba thin¥a i0nb
are made.

Wi have’ already obferv’d, that whata
ever perfection is found in‘ ithe creature,
muft be fitft eminently in the Creator Foc
it’s clearly evident, that what had its Being
and beginning from another, muft have all
the properties of its Being-from the fame

JSource. . 1f we apply this to'the prefent
- cafe, we fhall find it neceffary that He
who has animatéd our duft and endued us
with fo much wifdom, muft have more
#ifdom in Himfelf than -all the: men in
the World, “ fince al} deperid upon Him,
and can have no other ways of knowledge,

or extent of power, than what He. gives

them.” The {ame may be faid‘With refpe@
to all created Wifdem in Heabenand Earth,
which equally fiows from. the fame fmn-
tain, who muﬁ therefdre Hnmf’elf be Infz‘o
aitely Wife. - e

" Tus glonous ‘@t and coﬂtmmhw in the
admirable - frarite” of Nature, do likewife
foudly proclaim ‘the infinite Wijdom of.the
Creator ; while the whole, and every part,
do fo vifibly confpire to anf{wer the greatc
ends:of their Béing. - Should weconfine
our fpeculations to ﬂ;:}e fnoft ir}ferggr pang

PPN PP ST
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of the Creation only, how miany marks of
Dis.u’m;rl .S'kofill, h«:h:w& Wit_;uld nhonplus the
therghts of the motl {agacious, enquirer

might be found in the leatt prbble ! Whay
3 grent variety of thapes, colours, fmells,
gualities, and ufes, are these in the {mallel

3% or flswers, not to be jmitated nor e-
ritood by oredted wifdom !

ven fully underflood by areared.

And how ' are they propagated by an un+
fearchable. feminal persie ! How curioufly-
fori’d, and admicably adapted to- their
feveral ends and ufes, are the. moft con~
temptible énfe@s! What indugry,conduét
and feeming governmeat, are there founc{
with fo inferior a creature as.the Bee, that
even rivals thg policy of ;tims‘Caart.u,:,{
With what wonderful bequzy arg the fmal
Yt birds and beyfis adom’d! And with
 what apparens f4gavity. do they fubferve
the ends of theic. creation 5 efpecially in
their own preferdation, and th:g agating
théir kind ! +»=- Thele .and, fuch like con-
semplarions, do- {ufficiently. - difcover the
dnfitite Wifdom that has thus order’d, and

does thys fuperintend and, diredt all thofe

szmsite-atyd, difvegarded pacts of the creation,

- Bur,if we cqminnﬁfégr view,’ anc} Tifg

Wp our.eyes . -the jfuperjor parts of t

7¥rld, thefiene will yet further oper, 5:1;5
I i

-~ e
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flath bnghte& convi&ion. into our minds,
of the unfearchable Wifdom of God.
. How came the parts of the Earth to co-
here to ether,am;l not feparately fly inthe
azmdle/s “Who has given the Sea
lus decree olmd,ed it by the%ho;e, & faid
¥o its prodd Waﬂes‘ Hitherto Jbalt thou go
‘and no further ? Who has hung the Earth
‘upon nothing, ‘and ‘plac’d it |n fuch due di~
“tance from the Sun, that it js neither b
tao’ riear approaches to that orb of Fite
‘feorch’d up and cosfiumed, por by a tao
‘remote ftation wade a continent of ice
"“Who is the farbey of therain,ot barh begorten

‘the drops of the zlewi, wbhereby the Earth js
© water’d & repleni®’d #  Whence are thofe
‘amazing & innumerable Orbs that fangie
“the Sky," plac’d and kept at due diffances,
‘and whitl’d in their fevera) courfey; with-
‘out mterferm ‘and dajbhzg tagerber tothe
deftru@iop of the World? Dan’t all the
and innumerable more wonders of Napuve
concur, to proclalm that man even mad-as
madnc” s it felf, that can fuppof‘eaﬁy 10wer
caufe of thefe éupgs than Igfinite Wifdon ?
" efpecially xf' e confiders the ‘whele fraye

of this flarely. fabm, with the difpefition

. of its feveral, p;wts together with that figh-
ordmathp, 5@nce, relanon, and mu-i
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wual fociety, which is in the whole, and

which each have to other.
Bur we need not go fo

-~

] far from bome
to find the ruth we are feeking ; we bein
our felves {o bright a difcovery of it. 1
‘we confider our bodies, how WOnderfullcyl.
are they made ! what "aftonithing ar¢ an
JS*ill appears in the variety of the parts, in
‘their beauty, fymmetry, and proportion,
their conneétion, dependance, and ufe!
Who can fearch out the wonders of this
Jrame, or fully account for fo much as the
_motion of a leg or finger 2 - But if we re-
fle&t upon the wonderful operations and
faculties of the Mind, the furprize fill
grows upon us.,' The nature of the Sou/,
‘with its powers of Underfanding, Memory,
Will, &c. are beyond our fearch, and co-
_ver'd from our view with zhick darknefs,

“like “their glorious Authoy, ---- Well maz:
‘thefe and the like reRe&ions ftrike us wit
aftoniforens.

Axp there are doubtle(s vattly fuperior

. Marks of art and skj/ in the Creation, which
‘we know nothing of. How can we then

but join with the P/zimift in his holy

_admiration of thefe things, in Pfal. civ. 24.
O Lord, bow manifold are thy works : in |

WISDOM &af thpu wade them al ! o

’ 5o XI. Waay
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XI. Waat hath been faid vnder the
laft bead, doth likewife clearly difcover the

-

Divine Omnifcience : And thew us plainly, .

that He that contriv’d and made, that does
dire&t and govern this magnificens ' World
with fuch order and regularity, muft have
all things prefent and future in His view
atonce. . . .

~ For had not the whole p/an of thefe a-
mazing works, been before the Archite(%,
He could not have contriv’d and difpos’d
all the innumerable parts. with fuch admi-
rable glery, and furprizing barmony. And
"did not his Omunifiiznt eyes infpe& ever

“atom of the Creation, and clearly bebold the
darkeft recefles of nature, it would be im-
poflible, that His providence could take care
of the whole World, and all the minateft
.parts thereof, as we fee it does. How elfe
"could they all /u4fii ¢ And what elfe
could keep them from defiruition and con-
Sfufion ? ---- Nay, had not all things future
been eternally naked and open toi'lis ak-
Searching eye, it would have been impoffi-
ble, that He could have fo difpos’d ’em
all, that they fhould have for ever con-
Tpir’d in their own mutual good and pre-
fervation, and their Authsr’s glory. «-<~1t
Is therefore the natural refult of thefe fpe-

- culations;

-—:-*



" . fountain of all created Juftice,is Himfelf in-

culatioms, in Pfal. cxlvii. §. Great is our
Lord, and of great power, His UNDER,
STANDING is iﬂjl;;ita. S
. 1 might fill continue the thread of dif-
courfe, and by neceffary dedu@ions from
- the werks of Creation, ﬂ‘;ld brighteft evi-
. dence of all’other Divine perfeltions, which |

we have any notion of.

.- 1 might clearly prove, that the Author

~of all created goodnefs, whether natural or
-moral, is Himfelf infinitely Guod ; that the

Jinitely Fuff ; that He whofe Nature is |
highett perfeition, cannot be chargable with
any defef (as all fir and immorality is )
and mult therefore be'infinitely Holy ; and
that He who has madg, -does fo carefully
;preferve, and bountifully provide for aﬁ
the parts of the World, is Himfelf infinite
Mercy apd Love, But the time would
fail me to particularly infit upon thefe
things ; and thefe and the like confe- -
.quences, are {o natural and eafy from what
Jas been already obferv’d, that they don’t

#£quirg to be largely infifted on.

1 mall tin;‘reforc néw ‘haften to fome .

Frattical Infersuces from the Dolfrine.

g,
’ . 1F
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1. 1¢ there be a2 6od of futh infinite per-
feltions, it’s a natugal Inference, that He:
fhould be wor/bip’d in a manner agreable.
to His glorious Nature. '
This is a truth fo plainly legible in the
law of Nature, that the moft barbarous
Heatbent and falvage Pagans have always
affented to it ; and it's.even impoffible for
a rational misd to refufean affent. . Can
we confider Him as the A4tbir doth of our
effence and fubfiffence, as the fountain of all
our mercies and comforts, upon whom we
depend, in whom we live, and unto twhom
we are beholden for all things ; and yet
fuppofe we owe Him no reverence or bho=
mage ? Don’t even Nature it felf teach ovs
20 Jook 3o the Rock whence we are bewn &
A fon bosoureth bis fatber, and .a fervant
bhis mafier 5 if then He e a Fatber, where is
His banour & If He be a Mafler, where is
His fear # Mal. i. &.
. Bur to be more particular ;- -
. "Wz are hereby inftru&ed to manifeft
our depesidance upon God by praying to Him.
"Ik our Jife and breath are at His difpofe 5
- if a]l the goed we want or hope for, fs
zeafur’d up in Him, and muft flow from
Him ;5 the very firt principles of reafon

will teach us to repair to Him for afupp”.

N
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of our wants.; nat only becaufe we have
no where elfe to go for any /fupplies, but
becaufe 'it’s a’ rational acknowledgtént of -
the fountain of out’ mercies, to look to.Him
fog‘?'l. our.goad 5 and 1o rective all as com-’
_-ing from His bountifl Hand. ' “This is ‘an.
acknowledginent that a Parent expetts fiom
his Children,a Prince from his Subje(s: and
much more ‘may the Eternal Majefly ex-
pe& it from fuch vile worms, andindigent
creatures ds 'we. -=-< We fhould therefore
come to Him with a déep impreffion of our’
own nothingnefs . For what are fuch clods
_of animated duft, if ‘compar’d to the Im-
menfe fountain of all glorious perfe&ions ?

IWé fhould come to Him, ~with a humble
fenfe of our natural unwortbinefs. For be-
fides out inoral pollution ( which I may
hereafter have occafion to confider ) we
are but poor potfberds of the Earth 5. but
¢lay ini the hands of the fovereign Porter,
and can therefore have no ¢claim of favour
from Him. We muft come to-Him with a
Yumble iefignation & fubmiffior o Hiswill :
For He is an Eternal Syvereigh ; and weat
His abfolute and uncontrolable difpofe. .

. Tue ends of this propofed duzy of pridfery
are niot to give God A wew arqaaintapce with
éur circumftances and ‘neeeffities, or. to,

P R rmakc
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_makg any change in His cougfsls. . No!
“there can be niothingthid from the faming
. exe.of His Omnaifcjencs, Apdtouching His
_Gopnfely "He is .in one mind, and who can
#uen Him'?' And what His Soul defiresh,cvem
_.2bat He doth. But we fhould pray to Him,
* that we may be our feues fit recipients of
- _His Mercy: This_being a dire@ meéans to
Xkeep us bunble, and to awaken in usa fenfe
“of gan‘i'n»zlligmt,'.,\ helplefs,. depending ftate:
© 1t beipg likewife a means to keep us relie
_gioug, 10 aftnate our loveto Him, from
~whom we implore, and obtjin all our good ;
"~ And to ehcline us, to ive o Him, 4s we
Jiwe from Him. .~ .. . . '
* Luar prayer-has a djre@ tendency. thus
%0 excitg, and.enliven qur réligious.copters=
. Platjons.and affeltiops,is felf-evident. And
. it’s plainly, obvious ta every, man’ “reafor,
that he is mot, qualified for the receipt of
_ Mercy,.thap fargsts both his God and ' His
. own_fopl ;- that regards neither the bounty
" nor the Benefator 5 apd that.will.no wiy
teftify: his. dependance. upon . God, ot his
,Jubjeition to Him,  The very. light of fia=
“tyre does therefore preach that dofrige
Pfal. x¢v. 6,.7. O.! come let us worfbip and
Jbow down, let us kneel befive the Lord oyr
Haker, Eor He is out God, and we-are the

~ .
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..pgﬂpéc of His péﬁafr{','f and thé ,/hfep of H:u

bands. . L
Ir againft this it be objecZed, that'tRe
‘glorious Nature of God is fo. highly ex-
alted above fuch poor worms of the Yuft as
‘we, that we are top inferior creatlres to
“be the obje&s of Ris care and regard : ---
. This Injz}tzaation difcovers thoughts, al-

*  together unworthy of fuch an Om#ifcienr,

Omniprefent, and infinitely Pegfeﬂjﬂ ING,
_who "without any pains or difficulty, in-
_fpe&s and orders every at7 in ‘the Crea-
“tion, takes care ( as we may ‘plainly fee)
“of every worm and'fly, arrays thé lillies of
_the fied, with their beautiful’ cloathing,

1

"and provides food ‘even for the ‘ravens of |

. #he valley. -=+- Were any thing below His

“motice, whence could it fupfif # What

* could uphold it. in being, or prevent its re~
‘turn to its original caufes - \
. From what has been faid, it fuither ap-
pears, that we fhould not only maniféft
our dependance upon God by praying toHim,
but our Gratitude by Thanksgiving & Praife.

" Tuar Gratitude is a natural debt toa
- Benefattor, arid that our thankfulne/s thould
be proportion’d to the Denefits received ,are

. truths every ‘where acknowledged. How
--then fhould our heasts and mouths be for
- = cver
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ever fill'd with praifes to the infinite Foun-.
tain of goodnefs ; from whence fo many
ftreams of mercy are continually flowing
to us, and from whom we are continually
receiving fuch' a” variety and affluence - of
what is fit for our ufe, comfort, fupport,
ornament, and delight ! . ‘
Bssioss the wanders, of Redeeming love,
and the mercies which refer to another
life  ( which I hope to-have a further oc-"
cafion to confider ) the good things of this
World only, which we all enjoy, give us:
caufe to roufe up our grateful re{gntments,
in that language, Pfal. ciii. 1, 2. Blefs the
Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within me,
blef3 His boly Name. Blefs the Lotd, O my
[ody and firges nos af His bemgfits. =~~~
- .1 might turther obferve under this bead,
that the confideration. of the Divine Per-

Jfections, thould make us moft ferious,hear~
Zy, fincere, anq fpiritual jn all pur religious.
aev tiens,  It’s moft evident, that this Om-’
#ifcient eye can’t be flattered and deceived,.
with any formal fhews and {uperficial pre=
tences : For He knows our thoyghts afar.
off, fearches our bearts and reins ; and has
clearett views of our -moft- inward motions.
and retirements of foul 7~ Nor cah He be
pkaled with our mock-fhews of devotion,
F 2 while
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§6° Lhe! Ridfsrblenefy '
whileiwe flatrer Hir ‘with vdr lps; andlye-
25 Hink WD ol 1ohgires, and Dave vur Bearts
far from Him'* No VGod'is a Spirit & they-
thut-worfhip Him, viiuft worftip Hit in fpirit
dand truth, Joh. tv. 24, < - - - 5 "
« - ..To'Conclyde, * - -
11 'Trxs Doltrine-véacticth ts the faft nes -
ty that-we arein; of an interef’in the
Javour o this ghoridus God. Rorror & fur--
prige’dccomparies tle véry thdaght of bex
ing at vdds with thisideadful Mizzefty ;who-
Has made us, does preférve us, and'cah crufh-
s ini plecesitt 2 moment-; or fill'us withune
utterableanuith, at -g;s*pdeafﬁrg; Better
wouldie Bé for us, that thewhole Creation
fioul confpire our'mifery and'ruin, than
- that the God that made us, [bouid.refufeto .
- bave'rorcy apomds s and'the Rock that form-.
ed a5, fovuld fhew us no favour : For if God
b for us, who'can' bt ahainfius-# fss there- .
fére a cjfe worthy'bf our moft:"/olicitoss -
. ehquiry; 'What are the'mredns of obtaining
the fzvoyrof God ? But the anfwer of this
enqilicy gt be “dbfer’d to 2. Farther

oppoitanity. - T -
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DEMONSTRATION

OF

The Apoftate ﬁate 6f ‘Man by Natuue
- And of the gloriods Provifion: madé fD&‘
: his Recovery S
: BY

JESUS CH‘RTST»
m«»m»«aﬂw

Romans V 6. o

'For when we were yet without firength, i
_ dus time Chriff - mf for, tbéﬂ ngodl]. -

§M9%?Asnm alreidy demonftrated the

Bemg' and hiffite Pﬂ;fe{t'?bm of!

gg God, andfpdm r;l;;uce fl'nlfeﬁrr
$ our extreme nekefhity of an ina?
$$¥$ ‘tereft in"Fig favour, I am néw

Ty

(‘aceording' to-my promife’) to ‘enguire®

iftto the' way-and mi€an, of becoming fa-—
wqrim ‘of this - glmam Ma,;eﬁy Aﬁd‘ rrt
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order thereto, to.confider, whether we are
naturally in g od terms with Him : And if
not, whether He has made any provifion
for our reconciliation, and re-obtaining His
lof¢ favour. Both which confiderations
offer themfelves, in a manner worthy of
the Divine Natufe, and agreable to, buinane
reafon, in the words before us : Wherein
we may Note,

1. Tue fallen apiffate fate of mankind.
Chrift_died fir the. UNGODLT, i. -e. for
fuch as were in an eftate of diftance from
God, of enmity and oppofition to Him.

Tus Jext indeed gives us no light into
the caufe of this guils dnd wo ; but reafon
as well as revelation plainly di®ates, thae
itisiinconfiftent with the merciful _narure
of our glerious Creator, and natural Lord,
either.to create us in an eftate of fir and.
mlifery’s or to reduce us to'thofe wretched
circumftances ‘without ‘juft* provocation :
And ‘therefore that rebellion and: apofiacy
muft neceffarily be the fource of this core
ryption.and pollution, a3 we thall more par-
ticularly confider. s :

2., Wa may note the awful confequences
of our apoftacy. . We were withous, frength, ,
The original” word Here rendred withuus.
Jfirength, is very emphatical, and reprefents-

St us




of CHRISTIANITY: 39

‘us in moft Janguifbing, helplefs, & dittrefled
‘circumftances. It alludes to and is taken
from the imbecillity of thofe that arc redu-
“ced to the laft extremity, and brovghttothe
<brink of the grave, by fore ficknefs: - -
~ 3. We may note the Remedy provided
~for this diftrefs ; arfd the means-of oue re-
covery from this /anguifbing helple(s ftate:
[ Chrift died for us. When all humane help
-fail’d, and we might have utterly defpaird
of recovery by any created power, then tHe
- glorious Son or Gob ftept in to ourrefcue,
‘and purchas’d our deliverance with tiis
“ows blood. - theff ‘~v"’-"=!rf
4. We'mdy note the feafvnablenefs o
-’thifremdy‘ p’rg"vided for us. Indue TIME
- Cbrifp died, &c. which muft either-réfer to
‘the time pre-ordairied of God  for this glo-
‘rious deliverance,” as fotne underftand the
words ;' or rather to the fit7e/s of the fea-
"fon, wher¢in our blefféd Redeemer -under-
| -took and accomplifh’d our ranfom. - = -
"Tus ‘mifery of the World at the time of
Chbriff’s appearing, by their univerfal de-
-~ pravation of mannérs, ‘and by the déluge
“of - Idolatry, that cover’d the face of tl
" Earth ; makes it appear to have beena f#
- [eafn, for the glorifying the Divine tom-
paffion.  And the suion of the natiom«t:l::;

.
\
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ider, the impevial governmept, madeiit a fir
JSealn 1o publifh the ﬁlm;ﬁﬂ procuacd
e+ o Gl o

- +Byx for a more- diftingt hand]ing the
words, 1 fhall confider them as. confilting
1of thefe two Pripofitions., ' )

_. L. Tuav mankipd is brought intoa fin-

Jul, miferable, helple(s ftate. . -~
«. JL Tuat our Lurgd Fefus Chriff did in

rque time . di¢ for their deliverance out.of
«this ftate. .
.- Tre.method 1 propofe;to,my felfin, dif-
«Gourfing upon thele Propofitionsy, is..to

diftin&ly thew, that they are nat paly r¢-
“vyealed truths, but.alfo.moft. confonant and
.@greable to the Jight of regfon.: Anﬂg then
a3 I pafs,along, make fome brief Refiactions
by way of Impreverpens. .
. Prop. L. Trar mankind is brought into
.3 finful miferable.and helplefs flate. .
- “Tyis.may be illufirated, by firft: offering

fome rati.nal ¢vidgnces of,this awful truth ;
.and- then by -enquiring into the caufe or
.¥eafon of it. S
. TRor evincing-the truth of the :Propofi-
.#iom, 1.fhall offer, thefe fyllowing con-
«fiderations. o

1. I’s plain to every inteligent. mind,

4

that a rational creature may finagainft God.
' Every

y

E— e aAh — -



of CarrsriakNtry. 4%
Every one muftmpan firft thought acknow-:
ledge, thatour' ghrieds €raatir foftains a
near relation to us asour common Paresty
and the Aathar. of ourBéing, on which ac-
count He: ]nttly claims our Yuve. and reve=
rexce : Andithat He has.an abfolute fove~
reignty and~dominion over us, as our Lord
and King 3.:whereby He is.entitled: to our.

Sabjettivn and obedjence. " 1f:then inftead of -
that Jove and' reverence which we owe «o
out Heavenly Fatber, .we fet: light by. er
difefteem any: of - His infinite Pn’feftwns :
Or if inftead: of : that - obedience, which i
due to thisglorious King, we dothofe thinge
which we know:to be contrary to Hiswill 5.
we violate the firft Jaws of matdee, and fin
againft God. -This iz a plam cafe, and ad- )
mits of nd difpute. . | -

Tue. only. dxﬂiunity before ts 1s,; how wa.
fhall &#ow what'is the ik of God concern~

- ihgus. If there be nio. Jaw,there can-bé.

no tranfgreffon: 5 and - if God* Has glven us

no mani eﬁatz n of His wik, He can’t ‘ex=
pc& or require;our. edience. -

. :IN anfwer to this Objedi-n, 1 miuft notx
take it for. granted, that the: Scriptares are.
a Divine revelation’; that is yet to be prav’ds
But muft confider, whether we ¢cannot by
the hgbt of natyrs,. dncf;‘covex fuch inanifefta--

NS
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tions,.daf Gdd’s-wik and gur duty, as wilk
" rengder our nonconformity thepeto crimisi
Qﬂ‘.'ﬂﬂdﬁ”fﬂlﬂ.)b YU ew 02 0T T
- Anp if we do but contemplate the gier:
Jestions of the \Divine naticve; this >willrape.
pear” in  theicleareft /ighr.: ;Far whatever:
ik ~cAntrary to:any of vhem, mibft be dif=:
Pleafing: tb' Gady. and wdepugnant. to . His;
Wl 5 - His:ovmi detributes-being what Heé.
canrot but eterndlly and wwchiangeably loue:
and - dekight' in.: To exemplify this, ‘The:
Kl .of patareenjoins the*belief of vme God.
alome ;' and thereby teacheshus, that He’
.13 -thie .only' Qbjef?: of property Divine and:
Rekigious: Bosfiripr:-And confequently that
it is i wiolation.of the /aw of nature o wore
Soip-ather gvds i Or . that any idol of our:
~imagination fhould be efteem’d, : ‘tov’dy
touftedy | obey’d;-or honour’d as Ged.
-VloREOVER, Qut OWn reafun ditates to us;
thdt:God is° Bimfelf infinite: Relt#ude and.
Fuftice; amd.therefore, that.cvery aét of
inpufiice whether itre{pedts God or man ss:
its immediate dbjed?, is contrary to His N«
#ure and Wil s--- Thus likewifs does God
appear to the eye of reqfin, to.be a Being!
of infinite: Qoordnefs and Mercy, whence it's;
manifeft that ‘an imitation!of :this : Divine
perfectian. in! beneficence, . clemency, :iovf('; ’
v Y an

(2]
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and “cirarity " is acccpta’ale in. His. fighty

while bitternefs, wrach,, hatred, cguely, or
any acts of unkmdnefs, are ¥ contrary te
Fis. Wik, as.to Bis mersifal Naturs. - - -
By a particular refle@ion-on thefe mens
tion’d Asrributes, much of dwt duty rowards
64 and man. m:ght be difcover’d. - "And
by a furvey of.. His other yeﬁfe{izﬁﬂ&, v
might find further acquaintance. with His
will concerning us ; and: thereby further
evidence, thav we are capable of * fiyning
againft Him. ' .'The fame.ihing - might be
demonftrated by fevéral ether Argamenrs’s
but I'think few:men in- them wgbt. 'zms can
pall this into queftion. :

Waar man will teach lns nygh'haw,dm:
treachery, fraud and' violenceiare. finlefs
und innocent’?" What Mﬁ& will infirud&
‘hio sJdef fonythar he'miay dnnocdurly, if tre
‘can fecretly,i take away-his.life to'poffefs
his-eftate. » 'What: Primspcwilk ﬁeach his
Subjetts,. thar: they ‘are uhder-no- relifins
bord to abed:mce ;" but may ‘withou fiwas
gaintt God,-'rurn rebets, wayters and ie-

icides? < If. #man- be under no duty sy

4, and if nmhm befin ag‘anﬂ’f‘ Himy
what 4 creature would man be and what
7 bolfwauld ‘Bavthbe V't - rcoin ioa

UmN the‘whole, it’s\meft amdem, t*m*

'H."
’9 tl

]
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thére are'fuch shings in watune, as vertye
and vice, - righv-and wrong ; this is ‘what
ouc_own caggféiences continvally remons
ftrate, and what @4 Nati-ps -have always
agreed in.: . Whence that appears agreable
to the very. fisht dictates of redfon, in Gen.
iv. . If thou-dasft weil; fhslt thou n.t be. ac~
septed ¢ And. if #hou doe nit. well, fin-Jieth
‘gt the door. . Tt e e
. 2. Ws.have, all a fad experience; that
our firff and chief inclinations, are to thofe
‘ways that are meft repuggant unto the bo-
&nefs of the Divine nature ; and tothat reftis
#ude_that God reafonably expects from us.-

As foon as ever we are capable of altion,
she leading.affettions and: paffions of the
mind are manifetly - ireegular, and wvicious,
the: appetite exorbitanty and-the whole bent
of fopl after what .is moft pppefite to oup
duty and bapgine/s : ‘That, if . our - tender
age were withowt reffraipt and gevernment,
and a.lufe given to our meidnal inclinar
tions ; we fheuld be worfe than the wild
affs colt, and be authors of deftru&ion to
our felves, -and-one another: --With what
earg and -pajns muft our firf years be cul-
sivated | With what perpetual infirgétions
- and admonitions- muft the feeds of wrrug
be fowq ig eur minds ! And with what

. diligence

- -

\
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diligénce and vigilance mudt  the poyfon
fprouts of “vice and immorality be weeded
up; in-order to prevent our headlong pro-
grels in smpiety towards Gvd and man!

+ Taus we begin our courfe : ‘And in our
more advanced age, what combat does eve~
ry thinking pecfon find, between his reafon
and paffiens, whereby he is even diftracted
with this perpetual ftruggle and conteft for
victory !: With what dificulty do we form
our minds to any reverence of our glorieus
Creator,.or conformity to His juftice, good-
nefs, or holinefs ! . How difficult a task i¢
it to regulate our appetites, or to hold the.
reins of our inrrdinare inclinations and de-
fires! »--- This is ‘'what the beatlern World
have from the eldeft agesobferv’d in theme-
felves 5 whereby they have been fill’d with
gZreat vexation and-inquietyde ; and put up=
on vain enquiries, afrer means of compo-

“fing thefe jarring principles in gthpir minds;

which have iffued in this ancient and com-

.mon - complaint, | Videg meliora, proboque,

deteriora fequor. -Agreeable to that.of the
Apofle,The good I.know,I do not ; and when
I swanld. do good, evil is prefent with me.
Thefe things ly open to every obferver,
whereby they cannat bus difcern, that tbe
S - imagigations
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imaginations iof. the tholights of their-hedrt's
are evib continually, as Gen. Vi. 5. > i s
- 3; WEe: cannot but: obferve, that the
greatéft part ‘of the World do, againit the
Jght ‘of their own reafom live in courfes of
fin againtt God, and of difobedience ro Him
"~ How great a part.of: the “'World bow
down to- ffacks and Romes; worfhip the bof
of ‘Heaven, of ly proftrate:at thealtars of
{ome “vile' pagods 5 while: they forges the
God that' made themr, and the Rosk  tha
fermed them ! And tho' cuffom oreducation
ay'fo darken their underfiandingsy as o
fatisfy their minds in this' fupid iddatry;
yet their-own reafou ( were that confuled)
‘would certainly teach them the fin & folly
of this worfbipping and\firving she.crearnre,
wisre Whan $he Creator, who is bleffed for eden.
- A%H befides this fupsriiition and idolarry,
whereby the Eternal Mapsfly is thus . dif-
honour’d, by the much greateft pare of
mankind i How does Juft and paffior ger
the vidory of reafom-and principle, even in
the thoft enlightensd parts of the World!
Whence ¢lfetare the ambition & tyranny,
the ‘ravages, “maflacres; conwulfions -and
<orifafions; that reader the Earth an Asel-
dam2:2 -Or whence the enormous aétions,
and flagitious lives, the injuftice and frau}?’:
: the

oz RN,
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the malice and ¢nvy, the luxiry, riot and
excefs 3 or other like finful and fenfnal pure
faits, that the 1 of the World are charges
able wnh ? €an the pex}mtrators\of fuch
impiveies plead ignorance ¢  Don’t they fim
agamit light, and agaipd the frequent re-.
monftrances of their rédfun and confiitares ?
Yes .cectainly | Tbo* oty kevw God, r.bey
glorify Him not as God, Uit become wain in
téesr imaginations, antil their fuizgﬂv bmrtr
are.darkemed, as Rom. i. 21.. .. !

- ’s evident that this pnompmnde to
fit, flows from the corruption and polluma
of our natures.

' WheNcs can fuch corrape ﬁnamsprmeed
but from a poduted fountain? And whence
fuch a progrefs of zmpm‘y,but from a-wicked.
amid vaved saurs? What reafon canbe

d ywhy mén thould chufe imeguiarand
ﬁnjil rather than iwnocent & raticnal plea~
fures & fatisfa&ions ; and gratify their ffis
- at theexpence of their comfort, heatth, e~
putatiom, eftates, and every thiog elfe that
ispleafars and precicas, as we fee they do ?
Why .do bold daring wresches, without any;
apparent profpe& of pleafure or profit,with
an effronted bravery, defy Heaves it felfy
profane- the Dwmc Atrributes, and cur fe.
t‘heu' vwn fouls 2 And.why do they. rufh
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on in their finful and irratiokal conrfes, 3
gainft - contrary convitions, and againft,
all refiraints, Divine and bumane ? What.
€ I fay?) can be the caufle of all thisy but.
the pravity of our. natures ; and the curfed:
enmity of our bearts to God, and all that:is:
good? S IR TICIT
‘TnoucH there needs no other Argument
to. give us full affurance of.this /ad truth ;
yet-a particular view of the faculties, habits
and difpofitions of -our Seu/s, would give:
us further evidence, that our bearts are de-
ccitful apove.ali things, and defperately hick=
¢d, as Jer. xvii. g. ST ey,
. 5. Thws ftate of fir and podution, which ‘
we find our felves in,. muft.neceflarily be
a ftate of .gwit .and wo. R
- S~ in its formal nature is direétly repug-:
nant unto.all £he properties & perfections of:
God; and is the highett zffront-and indignity
to Him. It is a contempu & denial of His
propriety in ns; and dominian over us; asis:
is a refufing {ubjection to.His:known wik. - 1

it

- Ir is.a contempt of His gosdnefs & mescy,
in chufing bafe and brutith pleafures, - /tie~
fore His favsur ; and refufing to be.allur’d.
to His fervice, by all the fweet attra&ives:
of His graci-us providence. --- Tt is abotrid:
flight and difregard of His' Omnifisence

’ and
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and Qmaiphﬁngg ‘:tal:iat wevdare fir m&:
very prgfinae, & a& contnary. to Him,
ivcr?lrmow thar qur.a&iong'are:apes befoce
Him. ~-»: Wtls @ daringo defiance of . His
Omatiporimva;.for Sich prindd as. we xo nps
29/¢, as tho’ weleould makeonr party good
againtt whe God}who-matle the Worid, and
aan makewsifetbel toHisfaming véngeance,
ax'pleditwesvoutils e oo o 0
=:br/i8:q wile;eomemptiof His Holinefk
and Pirity i iprtfeetipg: the pokueivns -of
our owniirdegular. appetites, before :the
wzititadesof His Natene. awe Ina vord, it
isa comomptrof.all Fisaftsibutes, and dis
re@® samisy and rabebipnagataft Him. - .
- Frowithis contemplatich,. it’s: moft ap-
parent that wewrgtahiellly:desiare from tre
gredt wadiof iond rCriative; hoth by the
habits ant-a@b-of fix. «Fox it’s.the heighe
of fuprdityoimiagine, xizax Visaite B/s{ doom.
fhould:miake {o #oble:a:Being, for.no Righs
er. purpofes; tharr tocoptemn Hisidwnin
butes, Spurn'His Musborisy, and:mansaing
courfe. of appofitien 101Hini. . And the faine’
confideration lays opeivbefore us:theiguids:
of a finful fate. Foriif vebellion and trea~'
fon againft an earthly Sveveign be by:all
men voted {ablack a erime, as to involve:
the rebel jn dem&;g:ldt, -and ;expofe m::a
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to fharpeft revemges ;- how much more cria
mina) and gaitymuft he begthat:maintaing

a rebellion againft.the King of kings, and
lives in a courfe of .open émify & defiance
both to His. Beigg & Goversiment L whick
we have feento beour cafe.: “»r v oy
! Whaat kind'ordegrees of puniftiment, amn
offended Soversign: will: inflict>mpen fuch
rebels, is not fo eafily difcoverid by the
light of natare.” ‘But-that we 4re juftly ex-
pofed to punilbment is vifibje from-the naw,
ture of our crimes... None icadls: inqueftion
the. equity:of: pensl rewards. td teayters im
the Stwte ;. how much lefs.cam we:reafon-,
ably expe&t to. efcape  unpuni/b’d for our
treafin againtt. Heaven ! - 1f it be juftice in -
man:to punifb. the delinquent,- it uft ne-;
ceffarily be fo in God'; who»is the fountain,
ofiall:treated juftite, and-whofeiholy Nao
2urz is'the only pattern of  our wertues and;
reguldr conduéh: - It:is. therefort but rea-:
fonable to.cxpe&, that thofe who prefep:
theiways and fruits of fiz, to the favour of.
Ged;thould be left.to'their unhappy choice, .
and be:dhut out of His favour for ever:,
They may not, they cannot fuppofe; that.
fuch-guilty and - polluted creatures, fuch.
enemies to Ged and boling/s ‘fhould be the:
abjets of the Divine love apd comphacercy 5

or.
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“or be admittedto the favourabile prefence,
and delightfill fruition of a-tvly God. No 4
e is of purer eyks than to.bebold evil, or ta
Jook uposs fin. with approbasien. ---- Thus-we
fee, that:thelofs of &od’s: favour, and
thereby: the: lofs: of all pappase/s ( which
tari: only confiftin His fawour:) . is the na~
vural. and nedeflary refult of ‘ our ftate of
Jfin-and enmityto:Him. . Andtho’ we can®
mot : difcover 1b£3muml.-&ght, - to whae
‘manner.or: meature of pofitive penalsies oug
Jins cxpofe. vs: Yet we have greateft rear
fon to expect and fear fome térrible manis
feftation .of '@vd’s righteous.difpleafure.. |
% :Ir it-be' abjecked. againft all this; thas
the contrary is.evident, from. the: dj/penfas
tions of Prowideiice; it being. a conftant ob%
Tecvationythat the: moft impioufly . wicked
and profansaréioften-in happy 8 flotrifhs
ihg circumftancesy and feem to be the dar«
hiag: favouritasiof. Heaven; -while the mera
&oly : andi:versvieus -are urder greateft af-
Jiitions; and prefs’'d with-many calamitiess
as tho’ they cwese: the efpecial :objects of
God’s abraths -- « LantwersthisQbge(tion-dees
nothing militate againft the awfu/ ednfides
rdtions before us,butrathecconfirmgthemes
For how-dankdmdinexpliceble foever tha
prefent difpén&tion}si pvo'zﬁdmmmaygﬁ
2 Go

Tioeh
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@od: 8 a Golk of JeNos: ) and sther Fudge of
ak vhe Earth oik do aightu i Whence it’s:a
sutoral conclufion; from thre prefent feem=
brrg imtqualisy in God's :dembings.. with . us,
thuat this 1ift is w68 the pldcesiof:ixewseds
dnd pusifmengs’} | ut thavthers will beria
wture sctrikutive; whdreiniithsie - ¢rooked
thimgs ‘will beo tlade: fraighey: :and . the
ﬁour?ﬁ}ﬁﬁgzbt‘bﬁkr‘ity: of Lwodcked-wen,, -will
appear to . be bus.a: prepardeion for . their
suini, and & faiting Jor-tha flangiver. W
may reafomably:dancludé, dmat: God : will
ficft or {aft:difcowet the fflicd and equality
of all Mis Jipenations.. . And:fince. this
Sots not appedndrom: ohe prefert facd of
providence;’ wonay look fopzfagare feafor;
$0r the. nimifefltion tf, His\ paf- iy ation
to.fin and fisiners, tnd: fod thexecutionof
His deferved mrdt b upptothem. ..« Lo
-. Tt Weravamndefoe xfuthra fate, will
sppear from the contemplacion: of our gwil
Agsaves:: Whereby wemay cotmibly. find}
shat we' have piritnal and ighaterjal {ubs
fances withinas (adIhave folly deshons
faated.in a'fommiee diftagds )-and that oud
Sokid. being. inemareriak, smok: . be: kewifa
incortapribie, 8 neturally. imarartal 3 mads
to' furvive ehide: eatehlyhrabarniaclesy! and
to Jive ania® ‘when -ouis dudiej itctnn?l:tq
' ‘ vl their
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sheir daft. <~-« Now can it: be imagin’d
thav-Ged ‘has In¥de {o fopetioria creature
aswam, endow’d \him- with a. razional and
smiwreal Soul, andowith Tuch elevations of
mindjonly to adi fhors part inthis World;
andito jo§ propagase tiis kind; and'ther re<
tarn ¥o 'an-arernal wate of infeafibility and
imactivity. > Nofurely! .thefe -low and
means views arecaltogethier:unworthy of
sufinits Wifiow. 'W0'§ theréfore bvident from
the immortal nature of our Seuls, and from
the! fhorenef3- of! owr® continuanée: in: this
World," that we -are here but:ina ftave
of iprebation 5 bueii cdndidates'for -another
World, oWwhere we 'are :like. bocieet. with
the recoards of > our - prefentbehaviour,
‘whatever it:be. * And'what' will ‘be! vhe 7«
wizrdiof ahat fik and inpiery,-whivh'we are
llichargenble with;\we Haveialteady feent
- Teu iwe «difcover:odr guilsy ~miftrable
Raxé by fin, cchae God is “dugry with the
sickdd: puery @y RiAL vii. 13 And that
thete =iy defividtion ivo the wicked;: and 2
Prange pinifbmekt spoheworkers of inigiity,
Job xaxii g. veliner e e R RPN
06, {14°s cepeain: that .we .ate naturally
helplefs and: adshius Yerengrh or ekill, to re-
coverious felved ont of thisiplypgd. . -
- Wik fourdar felves i thei pid,  but :cgﬁ-’{
MR Lol

e PR e



—pe— - ——r

54 e Reafonablentfs - .

find the: way:. out; by, dur. own, piwei-or
wifdom,, ;We have lamentable éxperience;
that our. nature: is podutddy 'and all oor fa-
cultiesidepriav'd, that.or.paffions .rebel a=
gainft our ‘rea/on ;5 and:thdt we are contis
nually fnning againft:Ged, and podvoking
Him ta apgen. +But-which waydhall:we
conquer our-iufls, reguldte bur’ affedtions,
and get reconciled to God ¢ Here teafin
is nen-plusid, and our beft rational engni-
ries fruitdefs, and-in-vain,:- ~ - . o
> Here.let the Desf ary his skill: Let him
withaut the  affiftanice .of wevelativn, draw
up a parfedt. /xfem of the;daws of :fatyre :
Let-him-cosfult the, mesns of reftorjpigour
laft inmavency: 5 .and of keeping our affedij-
ons and-paffions; undér. the goverament: iof
seligion and reafon . Let Kim  ¢ali-ih-the
help. of, all. the. .Philo/uphers of Greecd atid
Rom, for his alliftance in this arduonsnn-
dertakipg.: «And in-phe;conclifion; he’li
have but hjs Jabour for his pains,:and.con-
tinuein the fame inextgicable vabyrinth,. .
.+ \Cuias: is-apparent from the fruitlefs pains
of all the witeft moral beathen ip thiy cafej;
who,;:tho’~adl fenfibly of: our prewiry an

wifery, itould, trever findout- the cdy/k nat
“f"- 'I?!}e,y:qhawc -.ind.ecd,; fom‘e,; ’1?ﬁm,‘
given sxcellent moral rulss; for thegovern«
£l ment

Sy
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ment- and ‘condu& 'of , human life. : But
shen, thefe wereall very defective in many
effential arzicles ; and their beft fyftems
have countenanc’d dnd éncourag'dy even
the : grofleft and ‘moft unnatural impieies.
- But what light have any, oc.all of ’em
given, inthe prefent enquiry ? Whatre-
medy have any of their {chools propos’d
for out. gnifery # What means to. reftore
unto reafor the empire of the mind, and to
reduce: the exorbitancy of the paffions -and
appesites ? What .way have they: contriv’d.

ro:fhake. off our guilt,and to re<obtain the

Divine’ favour ¢ - Hic labor, bos . epus eff.
Here they have. run . themfelves out of
breath. to' ne purpofe, while. eveby Secd
have propos’d a:contrary, or: different
fcheme ; and all. have, lef}t’ the difficalty as
they found it.  And had all bsman-wifdem:
been : colleéted inta- one head, the cafe
would have been the fame. :For .we are
all as.an unclean thing, and all car vightecyf~
neffes are as' filthy. rags, and we.do.fade as
a leaf.; and our inigtisties hike the wind, have
takew us away, ai. Ixiv. 6. o

- Havinoe thus difcever’d our mifery, we
may next confider the can/e of it, under
this enguiry, ——— S
L e . WHENER
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. WaenCE is it (9, thar - mankind:is-tins
' Drought into a fisful, miferable, and bepiefs
ﬁﬂe? et PR RIS
[ 'I“o WhiCh I infwer; Gy L
- 1, Wa could nat :ar firg come out of
the hands of our body Creator, in fach.-a
corrupt,.pollwted, and faful fate..: -
- Hap Ged at firgk created us in. this flate
of defilement, He muft have taken pleature
in our. fiw and poldutieny and where. then
- would have been His bodimefs 7. Hid He at
fic iade us with a masaral waceffity. of being
guilty.and srimindl,; He maft-have beenithe
. Awhoras well as pangfbar of our gaile 5. and
whete then wounld have been His. Fufbice:?
Or had e been the srigizal and meceffar
caufe of our wifery, where. would; karve
becn Fis goadne/s and mircy:® Therefore,
to {uppofe God to.bbé che Aathor of that
meft of ‘fin and dncleanness, 'in:dur wicked
hearts'; “the caufe of ‘our vile affeGtions,
ungovernable paffions, and exorbitant aps
petites’; and the fuumtain of all thefe pogp-
Jon freams: 5 is to attribute to Him :worfle
than-the worlt of Buman affeffions.s It'is:
implicitly ro fay, that He made us onvpur-
pofe thatr He might delight HimfeH in'pur
mifery : Which fbocking bhafpbemy mft be:
far from’ every imagigation, Whence it
appears,

R e PV .
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appears;. that God “made man upright, tba’
we bave faugbt out m,auy mmrmow, Eccl.
vii. 29. S S
i Axp hcnca, ' ‘

2. Tis ftate that we- ﬁnd our felves m,
makes: the! account of this matter in the
third of Genefis very probable. :
. I fhall not now concesn my felf with
that debate, whether this flory be literally,
or aliegorically to be .underftood : Be it
which it will, it is a natural and rational
fuppofition, thet our firg Parents, tbrough
the -power “of zempration; were guilty of
difibedience againft God;iand thereby both
for themfeives: and shielr gofterity, Joft.the
énnocence and happinefd of 'their firft fidee.:
- It appears very likely,’ from the confi-
deration.of. our prefenit: degencracy, thatwe
are the branches of a corrtipt’ fleck- ;- and
the offspring of rclelliogs parents And lex
thofe that queition this account of our
apafiacy, either aflign-fome more probable
caufe of it 3 or for evenly under the:jult
am utation of v&ftinacy and unreaf.nablenefs.

Houcn Wwe may meet with fome diffi-
tulry, in'reconciling the imputati-n of -04
rigina} \Sin, ‘to the're&toral bolinefs and
jufiice of God : Yet as:much as may ferve
to our. ‘prefent purpoé’e, and elear up the

confidera-
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‘confidératiom now before us, may be fet
in a plain and eafy Jight. . It is not difh-
cult to fuppofe, that God fhould punifh
an ungrateful rebel, with the lofs .of all
his original éxcellencies and perfeQions,
both of body and mind. And it is a natu-
ral and familiar fuppofition, that a dege~
serate flock will have degenerate branches ;
that. the offspring will be like the parent §
and the fireams partake of the nature and
qualities of the dﬁﬂmﬂm _

- Besipes, God may juitlgdimpute the fis
‘of Adam unto his progeny, by way of at-
tainder ; as whena rebel among men. for-
feits his eftate‘and honours from bimfelf,
and his feed, to his offended Sovereign.
And this will be a-more eafy fuppofal,
if we confider the{e two things, (1) That
we were all feminally in our ficlt, parents,
and in that fenfe partakers with ’em in
their tranfgrefion. And, (2) That they
ated as our publick reprefentatives, and
therefore were to fland or fall for us, as
well .as themfelves: Which being allow’d,
the difficulty vanifhes. And 1{ee nothing
in the nature of the thing, that can make
it incredible, that God as an abfolute Ssve-
veign thould conftitute 4dam the meral, as
ke was the natyral bead of all his pofierity,

S ) o i to
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to reprefent and a& for them all, in what'
he did. We don’t efteem it a bardfbip in .
our temporal affairs, to be equally obliged
by what our reprefentatives a& in our name
and ftead, as if they were our own perfonal
actigns. Nor fhould we in the prefent:
cafe have thought it unjuft, to have par~
took of the blefled fruits of Adam’s obedi-
¢nce, had he flood. What caufe then can’
we have to complain of the imputation of his
difobedience in this public charadter ?

- Arrer all, Whether we can throughly:
reconcile this matter, to our own ways of.
thinking or not ; we can’t find a mare
probable reafon of our loff miferable cir-
cumitances, than that by ome man fin entied
into the. World, and death by fin, as in Rom.'
V. 12. A . . G
< Bur whatever be the cagz, we cannot,
doubt the malady. We. have too fad ex-~.
perience of our' mifery,ito call that into
: ;ﬁeﬁion :-And fince we' fee the boufe or.
re, it does .not fo much concern us to’
dnxiouﬁ] enquise by what means the flame-
was kindled, as to confult 2 method to ex-'
tinguifb it. ‘ B T R
- ‘T're Improvement therefore, that I would:
make of this Propofition, “is, That it is of
infinite importance for us, to confult’
o Y2 vl b fome

e
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forne - way ‘of obuaining a perdeg of -our. |

finx,-a fanitifisatisw of our natuges, and.-a
reconciliation upso. God.  Our prefent tate
is not ta be consipned in, It’s-a dreadful
condition to be God’s eneraiesy & fearful
thing to fall inte: the.bands of the living Gad,

And whither foak we. flee for belp ¢ From .
what guarter fhall we logk for -deliverance; |

from the miferics pwe : feel or fear 2 Will
the pagan veligion afford us relief 2 We
have already heard,. that the:beft /ihemes
of! their wifeff Sages have Been utterly in-
fufficient to -this purpofe. - '

. Ampa. thinking perfon. \éillrﬁ‘alfdly be

pecfugtied, that the worfbip of a kerd of vile
deizigs, with rites as vile-and deteftable as
thegr#s themfelves ; thould bé well: pleaf-
ing unto that Eternal Majefy, who wikk-not
give, His Glory unto. dnother. nor His Praife
Umo graven images.. . o 0. o

¢ SuaryL we thensrepdir for help unto the

Msbometan religian,and confule the Alcoran

in:qur prefent diftrefs ?: Alas,in vain! For
no-wife 'man can truft in.fuch-a rbapfody of
nogfeafe-and confufion, and in fuch a wmedly

of inconfiftent, and abfurd dofFrines.of re=

ligien-and roranyy: twitted together, with-
ous fome better, evidence of -its. Divine at=
thpfity, than the hare word of the volupe
ryow$and ambitkoys aytker. Be-

|
|

{
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- Besipes, that buiok makes no pretences

to thew a way how our_ fizs can be par-
dow’d, pur natures renew’d, and we re-in-’
ftated into God’s faveur. Nor does it pro-
pofe any other bappine/s, thana foaPspara-

dife ot {enfual pleafures; moft difagreable

to a vertuous and rational mind,

. Warraer fhall we next go ? Shall wg
confult our Oracles of wit, and feek fome |
rational” [ibeme of religion and  bappings,
from our.modern pagans,the Deifts ¢ 'Thefe
libertines can vainly boatt of unprejudic’d
Reafon and Science, as tho’ they were the
weny and wifdom mufp dy with them. They

can put out the ¢yes of confience, & brave=

ly feoff at reveal’d religion, asan idle dreamy
and the effeét of a melancholly imaginar
tion, enthufiafimn or Priefieraft. Bupwhich

of ’erd has ever pretended to propofe a
method of our obtaining inaard peace and
purity, bappinefs hese, and falvation here~
-after: 2 Ce

Trus far our fearch has been vain and

fruitlefs. ‘And muft we:naw yie/d the ciufe,
and fit down in defpair # By no means !
We dré nriferable. indeéed, if we can find

no end of our enquiriess no Religiin to
trutt in, no foundatiopita fix upon.:

A}
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Lzt us then examin the Chriffian Reli-
gion, and fee if there be no more reafona-

ble {atisfaltions to be found in that ; whe-
ther that has made any adequate provifions

for the recovery of fallen man, and for fe-:
curing our prefent and future bappinefs.

And our entrance into this emguiry, does
immediately bring us to the confideration
of the fecond Propofition : ‘

~ Prop. 1I. Our Lord Fefus Chrift did in

_due time die, for the deliverance of finful
man, out of his miferable and helplefs
Rate. , o

THE glorious and eternal Sox or. Gop
beholding our apoftate and perithing ftate,-
look’d down with Divine compaffion upon’

a miferable World, delug’d in fin and gailz,
and undertook their ranfum. And that
God might be juf, in the pardon and jufti-
fication of finners, He is become their
wurety ; that fo by Hisbearing the punith.

ment due to their fizs, He might atone of"

ferded Fuflice, and by His Sponforial Righ-

zeog1¢f5, He might purchate for them glory

and bappinefs. -
Tuar this glorious Mediator might be

qualified for this great undertaking; He

was the Erernal God, that fo the dignity of
His perfon might give fufficient merit to
His
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Hisobedience. And He likewife becamemasn,
- like our felves, that 1o He might be able
to fuffer the pemaity due to ous fins.; and
that /atisfation might be given to Fuflice,
by the fame nature that oftended. He was
moreover both God and man, that repre-
fenting both the parzies at 0dds, He might
mediate between them. ---- And fince
Death, in the largeft fignification of the
word, was the juft and natural demerit of
our fins, our almighty Saviour has for our
Jakes, and in our flead, encountred this
King of terrors, in his moft terrible appear-
ance, in all his pemp, with all his darts and
payfon. ‘Thus hath He. tafied Death for
every man ; and redeem’d us unto God
with His ocwn Blood. o
* Thuis, is fummarily the meaning of the
words of our Text, and of the Propofitice
before us.  And if this Dol?rine be true,
it reflects a glorious Jight into our. dark

minds, plucks us out of the jaws of defpair,

and propofes a happy mcans of Jife ansg
peace. 1t is therefore well worth our winile
to diftin@ly confider. the wverity of the
Cbhrifiian Insfitution ; and fee whether its
precious. and comfortable Deirines may
be confided in. LT

Tuar

’
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" "Tuar 1 may affift you.in this enquiry, 1

(hall at prefent, only offer.you fome ﬁrong :

probabilities on the fide of Chriftianity’,
and then ( if God permit ) in fome future
difcourfes to that purpofe, offer you full,

lain, and ungamfayable ewdemo of thef‘c ,

lefled truths. -

Tue _ftrong probabzlzms, that I would
now take notice of, -may bz propos d un-
der théfe two confi demnms 5

" I Tuar the Chriftian, Rwelamﬂ, 1f xme,
is every way worthy of ‘Gvd. :

I Taat it every way: aﬂfwers tbe mi-
ferable circamftarices. of faben man.- ;
I am-firft .then ‘to’ tonﬁdcr, That the
Chriftian Revelation is, e'vcr) way Worthy
of God.

THis conﬁderanon, if fully purf w'd,
might. difcover to us; ‘how all the Dr'vme

_ Attribuses and Perfeitions mott glonouﬂy
Harmiize, and thine forth with brighteit
luftre, -in this way of out fabvativg by Fe-

faes,Chriff. . But the’ .time ‘before ud will

alléw only fome very brief bints upor thig
Subjed : Howevery 1-wovld willingly fay
enouoh to effablifb you in'the prefent truth s

and afift’ your contemplatxons upoﬂ thnb
dchghtful theme.

Tms ,
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.. 'Tuis. way of falvation: appears worthy
of God, in that herein was a glorious mani-
feftation, and illuftration of  infinite Good-
nefs, Meréy and Love. An Eternity is fhort
enough to admire, adore, .and .praife the
furprizing woriders of redeemsing Love : For
if we confider the objetts of this Mercy,
poor apoftate rebels ;. there could be ng
motive but Divine compaffion, for mercy to
take place-of juflice, in the deliverance of
Such ¢riminals. from deferved wrath. I
we confider the freenefs of this Jove, not
only without any obligation, ‘or pbiﬁ%ility
of retaliation from us, but.againft higheft

rovocations to the. contrary ;: It will ap-
pear infinite, like the glorious Fountain of
it: .If we.confider the nature of, that fal-
wation thus procur’d for us, that it contains
fot only a freedom from fn and guilt, but
a title to God’s favour, ‘and to. an eternal
ftate of glory and bappine(s.: 'We may with
juft admiragion xcry outy #Wkat is man.that
3bau art thus mindful th" bim 7. But if we
confider the Author and price of this falva<
tiony that God bas fo loved the World, ag 19
give bis dear Son for-us,. and has redeem’d
us, with bis own blood ;. the furprize . fill
encreafes, and Mercy appears.in ‘its higheft
exaltation., How then do all thefe con-
w0 K ¢ - fideratior®

“.i. -
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fiderations together, with-tht many others
that 'might be propos’d, give us caufe with

favifh’d fouls - to acknowledge, - that zke

Yreadth, and length, and depth,” and beight

of ‘the love ‘of Gud in'Chrifty- paffeth know!

Tegeyas Eph il 18, 0 o

¢ Tur bright difplay of "infinite Fuftice in

our tedemption by Chriff, ‘makes it alfo

‘appear ‘worthy of God.'" Were jiffice fwal-

low’d'up of mercy (as it muft have been,

fiadGod fav’d finners without a fatisfaction)
we might rejéct the doffrine, as unworthy
of an ihfiricely juf ‘and bsly God. But
fince ‘He 'has'théewn Himfelf: inexorable in

His demands of farisfattion, by requiring

thie utmott farthing’ of the furely, that was

due. from the principdl debfor? ‘and by

‘punithing His own dear Son with a bitter

death, as the finhers reprefentative : His

work appears derfelt, and al bis wajs judgs

menty as Deut, xxxii. 4. 7" " - s

.~ Tr'it be here objelfed,That it cannot be

74ff, to transfer-the punifhment from the

guilty to theinpodent & - 7 T o

. T-anfwer, That God by right of His S

preme jutifdittion; might rélax thelaw,and

trahsfér the penalty. And the’ juftice re+
quires full yatisfattion, He fight in-ablos
iut; : ﬁveqcigﬂ‘ty;' “aécept “it-fromi:a furety

IR T B True
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True indeed,the' Redeemer as He was.
the Lord froum Heaven,.-was not liable to,
any confiraint or compulfion, to-this yn-
dertaking. - But 1 fee ,nothing either in
the Nature. or, Law ‘of ,God, that fhould
nake it ypequal, to aggigt of full fatis-
Fttion feom Him,when voluntarily offerd.
.1 acknowlege; ,that i would be. un-
Jjuft among men, to accept of the life. of
an inngcept for.a’ guilty perfon, becaufe we;
have notthe difpofal of:qus own Jives:, But,
this nothing affeés the prefent cafe, fince
our Lord had in Himfelf, power to lay dowp,
His own{ife, and.power to, take it up again, |
. Bur I'myft haften to.obferve, that ::. :
Tue moft glorious manifeftation of God’s,

. boline/s and parity.in this'work of our Re<

demption, makes it likely .to be a Divine
éontrivayce., Nothing could give a brighter,
difcovery; of God’s “implacable antipathy.
to fin, than the amazing {ufferings.of His
qwn dear Son, when. imputatively guilty.
This:difcovers fiz to be a weight that even.
infinite: mercy could not bear, in that.the
blood of His wel-beloved Sor muft be the
enly faerifice to. appeafe His.difpleafutre a~
gainft it ; and that He could without re=
lenting, behold the bitter agonies of Him,
with. whom He was well pleafed, when He
o IR g T was
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vwas wiade fin for us. "This fhews’ us, ‘that

He is glorious in Holinefs. Exod: xv. 13.
* 'Tue Omnipitence of God ‘does likewife
dppear in its: higheft perfection;. in this
glorions wdrk: *'Gdd’s creating thé World

out of nothing, and ‘His upholding and
-o_% His.

governing all thidgs by 2be word :
power, are not gréater-évidénces’ of Omhi-
potertie, ‘than otr’ Rédetption’ By His ifie
cai'nate” Sop.:-'Fhe: Incarnition of - Chrifty
and thie anloni of - the Diviné Natare with:
the buman, is fuchia miracle ‘of. power, as
¢xceeds alt finjte. thoughtd, #ni thefr higheft
elevatioh. -And' the fame fmighry Agent
is difcover’d in otir'Eord’s mirddtlous con-
¢eption’of a Virgin,' without the help of
man ; ‘ih the triamphs of . Hisierafs ; and
the yiftory over all-our {pititial enemies;
obtain’d by His death 5 'as well s by His
réfurretion from-the grave, épe&‘ His aften-
fon' into Heaven... In a' word,’'thé whole
tranfadtion of our falvation by Chrif,-is a
thanifeftation of Omnipstent grade. - But I
ma! but” hint at things, and" fball only.
a‘ﬂ ; PR BT N L S SRS

" Tuz ‘glories of the  Bivivie Wifdon .do
alfo fhine forth with brighteft fplendor in
.qhe_, work of ‘ReJem‘ption’ - The very pro-
- jetion of this {cheme; was beyond the ca~

o ! S pacity
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pacity of any finite underftanding, 'The:
method ( tho’ moft reafonable.and agrea-
ble ) is fo deep andemyfterious, that it could
- not have been the produ& of -buman in-
vention : Which confideration- -alone, is
enough to convince us of the Divise ofi~
ginal of the Chriftian inttitution. The end
of this contrivance, wiz. the exalting Ged’s.
glory, and reftoring #an’s happinefs, was
worthy of infinite counfel : And the;means
of accomplithing this vaft déefign, could be
adjufted only by-God Himfel€.---~ Infisiite
the #ydom! Unfearchable the Coynyel !
that- took occafion from. our finy . which
was'- the -higheft oppofition to the Divina
Perfeitions, tomake all His Arzribptes fhine
+ forth- with brighter glory ; hereby niot anly
to bring infinite Mercy and inflexible Fufics
into tlie {weeteft burmony ; but to manifeft
both in greateft Jufire, ithe one in punifbing
the fi#, the otherin gdrdmingaud faving
. the finnet { ~Who but God could "have
found the means for: Meréy .and Truth thus
20 micttogetbury and Righteonfne(s and Peace
to kifs-each-otber-@ .00 < oo
< -Anp we miay fill with greater admira=
tion, adefe the miraculous contrivance fog
the: recenciling God and man, by uniting the
infinitely diftant' Natyres.into one:per/on i
- - “an

[
|
|
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and, thereby - ordaining: fuch a Medigor,
who by partaking of hoth Natures, is in-

terefted in both parties;: and fo every way

fir to_reconcile God to szan, and man to
God ! But. I muft not enlarge upon this

copious fubject, which would take a large.

Valume, to the diftin&t{confideration of it ;

a4 a whole Eternity, in the juit admira-

tiofi of it. 'The fhort glance we have al-

ready had of this contemplation, makes it

appear, ¢ .
swards' usy -in all Wifdom and Prudepce,
Eph&:8. .. . . o K
. "Tsvs 1 have with all brevity confider’d
how:the Chriftian revelation is worthy. of
God.: 1 am now to obferve: . S
"I 'Tmar it every 'way an{ivers the mi-
ferable circumftances of fallen man... . .
 Wauar could be more agreable to the
perifthing circumftances-of gui/ty condema-,
ed finnets, than the jogful tidings of pardon
and fulvation, of a deliverance from. the
depth of we, and a'title to joy ug(peakable
and. full of glory 5 upon fuch eafy and ho-
nourable terms? 'This juftly recommends
the Chriftian Religion ‘above all others,
that.ever were or could be contriv’d,

- Awp if we take a view of the zewoy and '

propecties-of -this inflitation, we fhall find
. ‘ it
.

that God bath herein abounded ta-
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it fo adapted to’the wature of man ; to his
various ftations and relations in theWorld 5
to his comfort Here and bappine(s hereafter 5
that as no other Religion could ever claim
like regards, on thefe accounts, fo this a-
bove' all others, appears to be of' Divine
original. . S :
* 'Tue Doltrines of the Gofpel are all boly
and./piritual, agreable to the ennobled na-
ture and faculties of our Sou/s. -The pres
cepts are mott juft and reafonable, diretly

. tending to make us boly and bappy, chari-
table and beneficent. " The -motives are
moft noble and fublime, fit to work upon
our affections and paffions, to deter us from
fin, “and enflame our defires after-the re-
ward-of bolinefs. ---- Here the Vices of
pride, worldlinefs and fenfuality ; of ins
juitice, fraud, perfecution or oppreffion,
fiercenefs or impatience, are juitly con-
demn’d and prohibited ; and a-flaming

- fwoerd -brandifh’d before us, to prevent our

commiffion of thefe and fuch like fins. <--+

Here we are taught felf-denial, juftice and
mercy, brotherly love, unity, peace, and

kindnefs one to another ; with. the” moft

fweet and endearing attrattives ro fuch a

‘bleffed life. <--- Here we have moft excel=

fent rules,” for order and goveru‘ment.gn
L . the
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the World ; for the peage and ftability of
Kingdoms and Commoswealths, for the re,
ftraining ambition and tyranny in the Prince,
and yehellion or fedition in the fubjef?. ----
Here; we may find chojceft cordials and
fupports, under all the troubles and afflictie
ons we can confli® with ;'and even againft
the fears -and terrors of, death it fclg
Here we have all rational pleafure and: fa-
tisfaction indulged us, tho’ the firful cra-
vings of our corrupt and vitiated appetites,
are prohibited, as moft burtful and per- -
nicious. ---- Here may our minds be /piri-
tualized apd exalted to the higheit eleva-
tion, .they are capable of in #4is Jife, and
yet raifed with expectations. of higher
‘perfe@ions in, the Wurld to come, ==r- In a
word, the Gofpel-fobeme is every, way- pers
feCtive of bumap nature, and calculated for
our . prefent and future bappine/s ; and is
therefore; worthy. to be efteem’d the #ifdom
of God, and the Power of God, as. 1 Cor.
i.18. . R Do e
. Havine thus feen fome:of the ftrong
probabilities of the truth of Chrifiianity ;
‘which cannot.but reflett.a aommincing light,
into the mind of every ferious and-impar-
sial -enquicer ; I muft ‘defer. the further
«demonttrasion of shis tryth,: till ‘apother
; opporunity ;

= . e 7 - A
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epportunity. ; and conclude . my prcfent‘
Difcoutfes \mh fome brief pradtical Iﬂfe--
xences.

. And, C

i Ws have caufe' with, raifed aﬁ'eﬁwm
to adore and praxfe the infinste mercy of

- God, for revealing this glonous jhlvatwd
to us in the Gofpel.

LIFE. and’ Immartalzly were purchas’if
by the chedience of Chriff ; but they are
brought 2o light by the Gefpel. Kndi would
have been as well for us, to ‘tavehad no’
Sfalvation purchas’d, as none reveald. In
both cafes a thick cloud of defpair had
cover’d our Souls, that. ‘we. could never
have feen through. ~ But now from‘the |
dxﬁmgulihm Mercy of God, the fun of righ=
teoufnefs bath arifen upon us 5 and the day.
Spring from on bigh' bath wifited us. 'The’
light of Jife Z/4ze¢s into_our Souls ; and the
way to Heaven.like the path of the. uft, 1§
as.a fhining light, that @hnctb niore dnd'more
#ntd the perfect day at we are under’
the moft happy advanta AS5es poffible, to fe-
cure an intereft in this' Seviour, and a ntle.f
to. the:gloriss that will be sevealed, . '

Ler us but confider, how grcat ‘a’part’
of the World are yet groping in thick
Qarknefs, have utteily lnji their \vay, 1:

k
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the mifis of ignoranie and erdr 5 and are
without God, -withous” Chrift, and withour
bope in the World : While the grace of God
that bringeth [alvation, baving appeared to
#4s, we are even lifted up to Heaven by our
privileges : And it ‘will furely appear, that,
this /pecial favourcalls for fpicial thankful-
#n¢/s ;.and _loudly fummons all the faculties
of our Souls, to be clofely engaged in that.
inquiry, Plal. cxvi. 12. What fball I'render
75 the Lord, for aB thefe benefits towards
me. Lo P I e o

worthy we are of fuch difcriminating fa-
vour," it will givé u$ caufe to refledt upon
- thefe Divine obligations, with a rapture of
Soul.’ Had there been any thing in us,
that could have been any incentive to this

2 AND if we yet'fértﬁef confider, how un- -

diftinguifbing mercy, “twould have leflen’d -

the obligation : But there was nothing in

as, morse than in the darkeft regions of the

earth, to move God’s compaffion to us ; or
to excite Him to make known to us, the
rickes of the glory of this myflery, among the
Gentiles.  Free fovercign grace only de-
ferves the praife. "And our ingratitude’
will bé of the blackétt dye, .if thefe re-
flettions don’ make the fire burn in out’
breafts ;"and infpire us with moft. exalted’

{entiments,

B T S .
RANA a o
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A

fentiments, and thankful _refentmenty of
fuch fpecial and fignal mercies.

1. Ler us hence be exborted, to make
it our fedulous concern, to obtam an in-
tereft in this /a/vation, in fuch a wonder-
ful way provided for us, and fo freecly
tendred to:us.

Ler us with flaming ardour of foul, and
with moft undeniable importanity, wreﬁle
with God for an intereft in Chrift by Faith ;
that He may become of God snto us Jifdom,
Rigbteoufnefs, Santisfication, and Redemp~
tion. And:that we through Him, may be
Leirs to an isberitance. wztb tbe Saints m
light.

We fhould be awfully careful, that we
don’t perith from under the Go/pe/; left
this enhance our guilt, and aggravate our
future condemnation, that Jight is come in-
20 the World, and we chufe darknefs rather -
shan light. o

WI\‘_’/\'{V\"I\"/\'.l/\’.’/\"/\".l/\'ll NAYA "I\\V \'I/\V \"/\'I/ VY \V/ g
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Démonfirancn, .

-t QF FHE 1.

Cbrzﬁmn Rehgmrz

"From the. Pmmzﬂm of the

Old Teftament.

%esbée%«%éée«s&w&ees%«»éaswm
ey ’LUISB XXIV }44-

,Anddze fasid unks- tlwmJ qué are: tbe word:
“twbich 1  fpaks uiitoyoun while Fwas yet with
" you's that all things nuft be fulfilled, which
 wekewritten in 2he law of Mofes, /md in'thk
Propbets, and inthe Plalms concerning me.

L3/ FFAvinG in our latt Difcourfe con-
fider’d our apsfiate.and mileras
ble circumftances, and the hopes
LGOS of recovery from this ftate of
$n and guilt, by our Errd Fefus Chrifp = 1
am now to add to the ftrong probabilities
then urg’d, fome full and clear demonfira«

@ﬁ'@

31. ns



B i

o}"CHms_ruﬁi-rY‘. o9
tions of this preciots truth, that God bas
Jo loved the Forld, thay He gave His unly
begogten Son, that whafvever belicveth in Him,
Jhould not perifb, but bave everlafting life.

“For the proof of ‘which, I fhall fitft-con=

lider the clear evidence of this Do&riney
from the Propheciés of Chrift in the- Olr_i
Teftamest 5 and then fhew you how it
ratified by God Himfelf, with the great
Seal of Heaven ; by the miracles, 1 mean,
performed by Chbriff, and by others'in His
name =--- The latter propofal muft bé
deferr’d 'to a future opportunity : “The
former falls under prefent confideration
from the words of our Text. In'which
wemay Note s ., . °.° 7 i
1. SomeruinG fuppofed and tikeh for
granted, Viz. that the Seripturés of the 072
é‘eﬁd'meizt .did prophefy of Ch¥ift ; That
the Mefliah-was written of in. the law of
Myfes, in the Prophets, dnd in the Pfalms
which expreffions, atcording to ‘thé?&@tﬁ
miode of fpeaking, intlide all the facred
and canonical Books .of the Old Teflament,
*, Tuis wasa truth fo univerfally receiv’d
among the Fews,” both beforeand at the
time of our Lord’s ‘incarnation, that it
‘wanted neithér illuftration, nor confirma-
sion. o R IR BT
Ll 2 We
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2. We may note the Divine authority,
and undoubted veracity of thefe-propbecies
of Chrift. They muft akl be fulfilied.
 Tuese facred propbecies being the Ora-
- ¢les of God, are founded on His truth and !
faitbfulne/s, are immutable as God Him-
felf ; and therefore cannot fail of accom-
plitament. S

3. For the clearer underftanding the
words before us, we may #ote the end and
defign of our glorious Lord, in this Argu-
ment, which was to confirm and eftablifh
the Fajth of His Dif¢iples in Himfelf, as
the bope of Ifracl and the Saviows of the
Wrld. ;- '

““Tuis appears from the conneion of
thefe words with the foregoing context.
----"In the 37th vecfe, we find the Difiiples
terrified and affrighted with our Lord’s
miraculous appearance among “em ; fuppo-
fing they bad feen a [pirit. And we are
told in the 41 werfe, that their furprize
not only costinued, but was accompanied
" with incredulity and unbelief. Our Lord
therefore to obviate both their difficulties,
firft takes meat and eats before them, to
convince ’em that He was not a /pirit ;
and then urges the prefent Argument, as
{ufficient for ever to filence all their doubt

’ ‘an

~
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and fcruples, about the caufe of His fuf-
ferings, and His Refurre@ion from the ¢
dead. . This Argument He had before in-
culcated upon ’em, and now again leaves
with ’en; as a ftanding confirmation of
their Faith, in that impcrtant Article. The
fum of which Argument is this, That all
the faered writings ( which could not fail
of accemplithinent ) did unanimoufly pre<
di& the mamer of life, the death, and re~
furre&ionof the Meffizb. And that there-
fore they could have no room left for fur~
prize or diffidence, with relation to Himy
in whom they had feen the accomplifh=
ment of all thefe prphecies : This being an
atteftation from God Himfelf, of His Di~
vine Miffion. I
" Or we may more fummarily take-up
<he words, in this -

Docrring, That the accomplifhment of
‘the O/d Tefiament Prophegges concern~
* ing our Lord Fefus Chrifr, awe a fure
evidence,that He-is the Meffiah. :

Fonr the illuftration of this Olfervation,
I fhall endeavour to fhew ; R :
I. Waar a propbecy is. ' . ’
1. How a prophecy may be faid to be
fufitled. ¥ 111 Tuat

T ey
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) L. Fuar there were propbeciés,gf Chrify
inthe Old Zeftament, which are fulfilled,
.- . And, o o
TV, THA'r’the accomplifhment of thefe
prophecies, is a {ure evidence, that Chbriff is.
the: Me/fiab. o S

L

. L T am' to confider, What a prophe-.

. I mean: not in this enquiry, to confider !
the word in its full latitude, nor to take
notice of the various acceptations it obtains.

ip Seripture : But briefly ta fhew, in what.
fenfe it is to be underftgod in the. prefent
Argumens.  And as it affedts the cafe be-. |
fore us,_ I underftand a Propbecy. to. be 4
Divine prediction of future contingent events.,
vo-Lcallit a Divine. predittion, becaufe
it’s the folé prerogative of Omnifcience, to.
forefee future contingencies : And it can-
not;come within the compafs of any. finite
underftanding, to foretel thofe things,that
kave no foundation. in:nature, nor depen-
dance on natural caufes.. ---- And 1 con-
fider contingent events, as the only objeét
of praphecy 5 becaufe it requires in-ordina-
Ty, no prophetic [pirit,. ta predi: thofe e~
vents that are in themfelves neceflary, or
thag depend vpon, the. pature. of. fhix:g?ﬁ
: - By
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© Bur Y need not infitt apon this déferips
tion, the' cafe being. plam, familiar, and.

‘ uoiverfa}'lyL ég’reed in. Y- procecd theres

foi'é ~
II To cmﬁdeb How a propbecy may
be faid 6 be fulﬁllédr o :
“Andy v :
-1, A praplmy is fometxmes faid to be
fufiled, by way of accommodation only 2
when a predi&ion of one thing, may by
reafon of fome éminent parity or fimilitdde
Perween thern, beaptly accommedattd to
another. '
i In this fenfe, the word" ﬁ:b‘iiled was' m
frequent: ufe"? among the - ¥ews : who afd
fe&tingtof] (peak in Seriptiive-ianguage,would
frequently mention the ‘fulfilling -of Serips
ture, when they meant no more by it, than'
a parity or-agreement of c:rcumﬁances,
between the cafe confider’d, and the quo>
ted Text;or an example parallel to fome-
thing foretold or {poken of in Scripture.
In this dllegorxcal fenfe; the facred Pen-
men of the New Teflament; do alfo fome-
fimes fpeak of the fulfling of prophecy,
where there is nb direét or literal accoma
plifbment, nothing but an'agreement, or
dccommodation of the event & predi&tion.
Thus our Lord's retMum from Egyp# is faxd’

e B R ——
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to be That it might be fulfied,, that . was

[poken of the Lord by.the Proghety. [ayings
Out of Egypt bave I called my Sap,Mat. ii. 15,
And thus the’ deftru&tion of the yoyng
children by Hexod, is faid to be,a falfiling
of that which was [poken by Feremy the Pro-

phet, faying, In Rama was a wice beard,

lamentation, and weeping, and great mourn-

ing, Rachel weeping for ber children, &c.
‘Whereas it is evident, that the firft cited
words of the Propbet, did immediately re-
fer to the deliverance of ;the. children of
Jfrael, from their "Egyptian bondage, and,
the latter to their diftre(s and anguifh from

the Babylonian carnage and caprjvity. -

- Frow this ufe of the word Hulfilled, our
modern Infidels have,unreafonably enough,,
* taken occafion of infult & triumph ; thence
infinuating the weaknefs or unfaithfulnefs.
of the Evangelical Hiftorians. But a due
confideration of the cafe will difcover,
more of (pleen, than argument; inthefe ire
religious fleers. ' Was thereany thing more
common -among: the moft famous Greek.
Oratuurs, than to- adorn their difcourfes
with flowers ;taken from .Homer, Hefiod,.
Euripides, or other of their Poets, when.
they never intended, nor cound their Au-"
ditors underftand. any more, than a bare
' - accommo=

s .
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#ccommodation of the citation to thé mat-
ter treated of ? Or ‘is-thére any thing
more common among our felves, than to
tite Scriptares in this alluffve manner;which
have no dire& or immediate reference to
the fubject-matter of the: Difcourfé ? To
exemplify this, It is confonant to the res
¢eiv’d modes of fpeaking,'to call thefe un-
believing Gentlemen, mocking Ifhmatlitesy
- orinfulting Edomites 5 although thofe Serip~
tures, Gen. xxi. 9. and Pfaf, cxxxvii. T
which are fulfilled in them,<-did not origi-"
nally and primarily refer to Hobbs, Blount,:
Collins, or of any of their ddmirers. - And
I muft tell them that continte in their in-
Jidelity, aféer fuch full and clear evidences:
of the truth'of Chriftianity, as have béerr
from time to time offér’d *em 3 that there
is fulfilled in them, what was {poken by-
the Prophet Feremy, chap) v. ver. 21. that:
they are 4 foolifb people, -and without um=-
derfianding, which bave eyes-and fee noty:
which -bave ears and bear not. - Though T+
don’t - think the Propbet had'them in view"
when he fpoke thofe words.*> = - ="

2. A propbecy is more ftrictly and pro-»
perly fulfilled, when a prédiction, accord="
ing to its diceét meaning, and primary de+

T Mo L figa
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fign and intention, mgets \mh an gxg&
and full accomglgﬂamefzt And,

3. A prophecy may be faid to befi Mlﬁlkds
when it has g .double accan@hjlment and
- c.ompge:ed both'ip the Zype and. 4fm-|
1ype, ‘2 the Stgg, apd the Thmg the;ebx

tﬁe

Prophucies m:}y in ftridtnefs of fpeech, be.
faud to have ch 1 double refesence ; They:
rathes {uppofe, ,thay thofe praphems thay
have heen’ fq: upderftood, do, logk wnto,
Gisiff, and Him, qnlg "But then, it mut
be ackngwledged, .that there is a fudden
2rgnfition, from o ot her petfon or thing,
yato the Meffiz And that two differgnt.
evenps, are pre(%u‘fez{ c {amg contipu'd
ourfe. . Thus, was t j prqpbgoy in the

2 Sap. il 1;, 16, fulfille in Solos
mon, qnd inong. grEacer thaq Sa]amtm The-
gromx fe to. Day. m ver. 12, That when
is days were fu gnd bq Joauld fleep .
2h bis fathers;- Gak would. /¢t up bis feed,
z%zr i that thalzl promd out of bis bowels
ard. eftqblifl: ?s kingdom : this was literally
Vﬁﬂﬁed in_ Splowan, ;. But then the promife-
in the 16 ver, That bis Houfe and King-:
dqm j}""“l 4 be Mﬂbltﬁ’d Sfor eoers and that

. b

l;r has’ k;eeg Jndecd Wﬁmn‘d bv vcry j
legrnd and. judicious meny whether any

i
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bis Thione foould ba efablifbed for ever
though .it might firft refer to, could nos
ultimarely terminate in Salomon ; ° bus
pointed to.a more ftable and durable Reign
than his, even to:an cverlafling duminivn
which fball wot pafs away ; and to & kinp~
dom which (ball nat be defiroy’d. In this
fenfe the P/a/mift underftands this promife,
in Pfal. Ixxxix. $6,.37. His. Seed ( fboakk én-
dure for. ever, and. .bis Throns as the Sum
before me. It fbak be efablif’d for ever as
the Moon, and as a faithful witwefs in Heg-,
wen. . And - agreably, from this - prophesy,
the tradition univesially obtain’d among
the Fews, that the Mzfiab mift be the Srm
of Pavid.- iWhich ‘intérpretation’ we fee

juftified hy the evenr. - o
- Bor I don’t defign to ipfifttupon shie
Head, ~my prefent purpufe leading me to
confides: the accomplifbment of prupbecy, on=
ly in the’fecand and frongeft fenfe. In
asder to which, I procsed to obferve; -
. 111 JFuar there were P#Egz:m- of our
Lord: Fefus Chrifh. in :the "Old-Teffament,

hich age, fridtly,. tiferally, -and. exactly-
ﬂgﬁzzed.“ o S
" Tus time before us will not allow, that
¥ hould enter inte 3 diftin& confideration
of the multiplied proplecies of the' Mpfab,
L R R |
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every where found in the Old Tefament
and fhew, haw they are verified in Chrsf.

I.fhall therefore only confider four or five

of thofe, that exadtly point out the zime of
our. Lord’s coming,:and - then juft take a
curfory view of fome of thofe predictions,
that defcribe the circumfiances of His ap-
pearing.: R

- I begin with the bleffing of dying Facob
to his ton Fudab, Gen. xlix. 10. The Scep~
ter fbak-nit depart from Fudab, nor a Law-.
© giver from besween bis feet,umtil SHIL O H
come 5 and unto Him fball tbe gatbering of
#pe people be. It is generally allow’d, even
by-the Fews themfelves, that by SHILOH
here, is meant the Meffiab : And thus their

three Targums expound it *. But there

is not fuch a joint agreement among In-
terpreters, in the meaning of the .word
SCHEBET or Scepter. 'The modern Fews,
in defpight to Cbrif, do perverfly under-.

ftand it a Rod of corretfion. ~ But this is.

to do ntmoft violence to the whole {cope
of the comtext, which every way gives. Fu-~

dab the pteference above the.other Tribes 5

:® The Forufalem Targam, dﬂﬂf Sonathav, and

- Onkels, .

. T ’ and

i
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and does; not mark him. out for {pecial
correftion.. And it equally militates againft
the event, which thews us, that Fudab has
not.drunk.fo deep of Gud’s fierce difplea=-
fure, . as the other Tribes ; whofe name and
remembrance are lopg fince blotted out
from under Heavep. ---= Befides,,it’s evi-
dent, that an emblem.of Dominion and
Government is hereby defign’d, from the
following claufe, #won a Lawgiver from. bes
tween, His feet : For, how I pray, does a
flate of  corre@ion, debafement, and.af-
fliion, conttitute them a Legiflature 2. .

Bur leaving thefe Rabbinical,.dreams
and detages ; I muft take leave to.obferve,
that .the generality of  Interpreters, .have
( I think ) miftaken the meaning: of. this
word, .fuppofing, from the ufe o% a.Sceptes
in our times, thatit muft imply an enfign
of Royal or Imperial  power ; and thence
underftand the prophecy, that a Kingly- do-
minion fhould remain in the hands of Fu~
dab, until the coming of Chriff. But there
are fuch objeltions in the way of this Ine
terpretation, that. I ‘cannot come into it.
Particularly, it feems very inaccurate, to
fpeak of the Sceprer’s departing from him
who never had it. Fadab at this time had
no Kingly power, and.therefore could I‘ncf)cc
: .. - v M O.
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Yofe-it. “And the Kingdom was fo far from
¢ontianing in that Zripe, from the time of
the propbecy, until the coming of -Chrift ;
that there ‘'was no Roya/ authority in“ahy |
of the Tribe, for much’ the greateft part of
the time @ It commenc’d in Dwvid, and |
ended’in’ Zedekiak. - It not only ceas’d,
but' perifi’d at -the -Babylonifb captivity,
For though there wad'a-regal authority, af<
ter their_return from Babylon, exerciled by
the Maccabées and Herod ; yet the former
were of the Tribe of Lévi, "and the latrer
was an Jdumean, and none of ’em -6f Fu~
8ab’s pofterity. - i 0 T
«' 1 theréfore chufe with Mr. Mede, to un-
derftand the word SCEPTER: to ‘fignify,
& not 'Kingly dominion -only ;. but-any
t¢ power or Majcﬁ{- of ‘governmeént un-
¢ der what form of name {foever ;whereof
& a Rod or Staff was anciently the enfign.
 Whence every7ribe iscalledSCHEBET
¢ ( the word here ufed ) as’being united
¢ together under one Staff, or' power of -
&« Government. - The'meaning therefore,
€ s not; tha';(?"ud(z’b thall never ceafe from
*¢ having a King, ot being a Kingdm ; but
¢ that it fhould not ceafe from being.a
€ Staré,’ a Body | Politic, or Cgmmon-
“ wealth, having a pbwer.of Government:
C “or
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& Meffiab. tome. Thus Mr. Mede, 121 )

favour of  whofe conftruion of this wor

SCHEBET or SCEPTER, it is rematk< °

able, that thé word is not only frequentiy -

ufed for T¥ibe, and particularly applied to
evéry of the Tribes of Ifrazl, Numb. xiii g
thereby.‘not obfturely intimating, that it
was {uch an Enfign of Government as per<
tain’d to eich ofg

ufed in the fenfe 1 conterid for, in this
very Confext, 'Thus vei/é 16. Dan ibafﬂ judge

bis- pé;ple, as one of thé 'Tfiées,(i;f-\SCﬁP;' '
) ¢f Yrael. " From #hich ufe of the -

TER

the Tribes : But it’s alfo

word in the 16¢b verfe, it appears, pliin to-

me; that not only Da'mg Abu:‘heacg» @f‘th%; j
ad the Seepter o

ether Patriarchs, then .
judgment in theie hands. And T can’t,
fee that there was any other Scepter pro-.
mis’d to zadab in'the 1075, than to Dam
in the 16th verfe of this Chapter. The
difference between then confifted not in

the formal nature of their Governtent or.
Dominion ; but in the duration or conti-"

to )
udges, or:,

nuance of it. They each had, according.
glis pnpbgy, their- Princes,, "Rulers;,
eads of their- Trebes, for.a,

ong timé " after; even until the captivity: .

of the:Zen Tribes,when Dan lofk his Scepter.
A = o b aam A N No W
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. Now if this Interpretation. be allow’d
me { as I'cannot fee.why it thould not) |
it’s obvious to every eye, that this famous |
prophecy has had a literal, full, and per-
fpicuous accomplifbrient. ‘'The Scepter ne-
ver departed from F4udab, until the com-
ing of Chriff.” Even ‘in the time of the !
Babylonifb captivity, they yet had their
Lawgivers from berweer their feet ;they be-~
ing -indulged the ule 6f their 6wn Laws,
when remov’d from their own Jand, as
appears from Efther Sii. 8.  And Haman
Said unto Abafuerus, there is a certain people
Sfeastered 4broad, and difpeifed’ ainong the
people; in ‘all the provinves of thy Kingdom ;
and their - laws  are diveife from 4l pecple,
grither’ keep they the King’s laws.” ~ .
Bur how foon affer the Incarnation of <
our bleffed Saviour, ‘did Fudab' lofe all au-"
thority ; ‘both their Civiland Ecclefiaftical
State being ‘utterly, fubverted ! And they
inftéad -of fwaying'a Sceprer, are beécome
an afonifoment, a biffing, and perpetual de~
Solutsons.: S oo e
-~ A'Np dre'not we otr’ felves, as well as
the other Chriffian Nations, a happy. evi--
denee of the gathering tVe pecple- unto this”
predidiod Shiloh, actoRding to the prophecy
PRSI A S 7 PRI ! -

before us2 o e
B O P A S o &-o AR AR O y
wovl 11 ms

-~ R
~Righeoder--a )¢ . " . I



R o g - . e E

of CurRISTIANITY. . ot
" "Tnus, we” have blazing evidence, that
the' Pattiarch Facob did forefee Chriff’s
‘day, and foretel both the time, and con-
fequence of His appearing in the World:
‘And that' this prediction is puntually and
exadtly vefified in our glorious Saviour,
7 I fhall fiow proceed to the confideration
gf another propbecy,. which likewife pre-
Cifely points out the time of the Meﬂzg:zb’;
manifeftation : . It is that in Dan. ix.. 24;
255 26. Skventy weeks are determin’d upos
by pesple, and upon thy'boly City 5 to finifh
tranfgreffiing and to make an end of fing and
2o make teconciliation for imiquiry, and: to
bring in eveflafting Righteoufnefs, and o feal
#p tbe vifion and prophecy, and to. anoint the,
MOST-HOLY. ' Know therefore, and un-
derftand; that from the going forth of the
commandment to’ reflore and 0 build Ferud
[alem, unto' Melfiab the Prince, fball be feve®
weeks and threefcore' and. two weeks. " The
Pireets fhall be built. again and the walls, even
#n troublous times.-, And after threefeoreand
two weeks,' fhall Meffiali b cut off 5 bit not
for Himfelf, "~ nd the people of, bt Prince
that ot ;’oﬁae‘;j fball defiroy the City and:
Sd’rz&’ukfj s-and 'the end thereof fball be-whith
& flrod* {and unito the end of the war, defola~
$ions are detérmin®d. < o T T
e N 2 “HERe
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. Hegs is a plain predittiop, that within
the fpace of Sgventy prophetical Hecks, o
weeks of years (that is 490 years, as the
Fewift Rabbins themfelves expound it )
the great things determin’d upen the Few-
ifb people and’ the holy City, fhould be
accomplifh’d, tranfgreffion finifh’d,, recon-
ciliation made for " iniquity, " ¢yerlattin
Righteoufnefs broughtt in, the vifion an
prophecy feal’d up, and the MOST HOL.
anoited. And within feven weeks an
fixty. twp weeks, ( that is 483 years ) .after
the going forth of the Commandment ta
reftore and to build Feru/ulem, the Meffiag
}Hauld(a pear, dnd be cut off ; but not for
Himfelf : And that- after His death, the
City and Sanffuary fhould be deftroy’d, and
the people given up. to defolations. Now
€very one Skill’d‘in.(."hmndl_dgi; may feg

;

3 moft exa®& dccomplifment-of this prophecy,

. "TuougH we have not fo plain and ex-"

grefs diretion, when to begx_n\'the Sfevenry

pecks, or 490 years ; within which termy,

all thofé tranfactions relating to the Mzsa
siAlt_wete -to be accomplif’d >’ We are

Rlainly.told, that the fixty. ning weeks, or’

483, years, ‘were to, commence. with the
oing forth of the Commandment to, reftore,

V.-, . ., "' B e e -l lt‘h.§

|
i
i
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she excifion, or death of the Meffich. Let
us then begin this reckoning on the twen-
sicth year of Artaxerxes Longimanus ( the
date of the Decree for huilding Fers/alem,
as appears from [Ned. ii. 1. ) and it will
end on the thirty third year after Chbrif,
the year of His death. Thus exaltly did
the eyent anfwer .the propbecy, as vo -the
time of His manifeftation, and ¢sneifixion.
And wese not the predifted confequences
of His coming, alfoimoft exa&ly fulfilled ?

Did not the Romguss the futare peopls of

this Prince ( as she 26tk verfe might he
tranflated ) deftroy the City and Sandtu-
ary ; .and bring the determin’d flood . of
war and defolations on the Fewifs State ?
. Neven did face anfwer more  exactly
to face in a glafs, than this praphecy and
its gccamplifbment in onr Lord, Fofus Chrif
an{wer one another ;' that to'sefale our
aflent to this glasing evidence, iwnbtonly
Gupidity, but obftinate. blindnefs. -~ Exem
a Pagan Porphbyrst. was. loag fines:fb-coo®
founded with this. prapliecy, that e could
with all his leatning and aaft, find no o«
theg anfwer, but thafiit was /purdess, and
of a laten date’, » * -. - 0
. Anowuzr prophecy,which evidently forew
tels the. time of our .Seuisur's @pearl_i:f;
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mdy be found in Hag. ii. 7, 9. 4nd’1 wil}
. fbake all Nativns 5 and the defire of all Na- !
zions fball come ; and I-will fill this Houfe
with glory, faith'the Lord of Hofts. “The
glory of his larser Hodfe fbodl) be greaterthan
. of the:former, faith'the Lord-of Hofts ; and
n this place will I give peace, faith the Lord
‘:f Hofts.- Thefe words confift of a three-
old predi@ion, (1) The convulfionsand
confufions that all Nations were to be ex-
‘etcifed with. (2) The appearance of the
"defirs_of “all Nations in the Temple then
building; wheteby it ‘fhould. exceed ‘the
former: Temple in gloty. - And (3) The
peace that fhould be confequent upori the
manifeftation of thePrince of Peace: Niow as.
to the:firft, none acqudinted with Hifto-
ryy is ignorant ‘of the bright accomplifbs
ment of it,by the ravages-and devaftations
made in:the Worldy “by Alexandér “and
his followers 3 By the: perpetual’ bloody
wats.and defolations, continued in the four.
Kingdoms, ‘that fucceeded to, and ftood
i1p:in the splace of the great borh 'of that
rough. Goat 5-And ' by the -Romans; whofe
tonquering fword at laft:brought *em all
into fubjection. ---- And then, how foon .
3_ft€f thE_ ‘ehd of this concuffion of the Na-
Honsy dig the. defire of ail Nations come
& " iato
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into the Temple ; and by His -facred .pre-.
ence, make that Houfe more glorious.
than the former, . though it was jn every
thing elfe inferior to it ! And as to the
laft of thefe prediftions, how cxactly
was it fulfilled, in the peaceable Reign of
Augufins, wherein all Nations feem’d to.
have forgot their former fiercenefs and
rage, as well as the ufe of their Military
Armour ! - ) S
Tuus -we are irrefittibly conftrain’d to
acknowledge the accomplifbment of this
prophecy, in our Lord Fefus Chrift, by His’
coming at the very time here foretold, im-.
mediately atter the fbaking of all Nations,,
during the continuance of the fecond Tem-.
ple ; and in that remarkable. time. of uni-.
verfal peace. e
~ A fourth famous predittion of the time
of our Lord’s Incarnation, is.that in Mal,
‘ili. 1. Bebold, I will fend my Meffenger, and
| Be fball prepare the way before me ; And the.
Lord,whcm ye feck, Jball fuddenly come to His

Lemple 5 even the Meffenger of the Covénant,

whom ye delight in :  Beb.ld, He fball come,

faith the Lord of Hoffs.. 'That this prophecy’
did relate to the Meffiab, is clearly mani-.
fett by theTitles and’ Epithets here given
Him, e Lord whom ye fick, The M‘Eé’llg?
s Teted P et AT A
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of the Civenant, whom ye delight in. And
that it was fulfilled in our Lord Fefus Ghrif,
is equally manifeft, by kis appearing in the'
Femple, ‘before the deftrution of ir, fud-.
~ denly after the Meflenger, viz. Fobn Bap~
#ift, was fent to prepare his way, -by Bap-
- tizing, preaching repentance, and “warn-:
ing the people to believe in Him that
- fhould come after him. But this is {6 plain
that I need not infit upon it. .
1 might here have alfo urged Nebuchad-
#ezzar’s Dream, in Dan. ii. 31, ———46.
@ a prophetical indication of the time of
the Meffial’s appearing. By which is fore-
told, that after the expiration of the T%ird,
and during the fobfifting of the Fautth Mo~ -
marchy; ‘a- flone - fhould be cut out of the -
Mountaip without hands, that fhiould break’
the Fonrth-or Roman M:narchy to pieces,
and becotne a great Mountain, that fhall
fill ttre whole Barth ; or as the Propbet ex-
pounds ity a Kingdom that fhaB’ never be
moved. ---- 'The exa® verification of which
prophecy i top obvious, to efcape the no--
tice of any obferver. * None that has but
dipt in she Roman Hiffory can be igrorant, -
that our Lord .did appear in the height’
and glory of thattBmpire ; that after His
advent, the Fomrrd Monurchy did gradeally*
y ) moulder
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moulder away, until *twasutterly fobvert~
ed, 'by the inundation of the Gotbs and
Vandals 5.and that this fone, againtt all
gppofition.from that Kingdom, of iron, has
grown to 3 great Mountain ;- and will (as
we may furely conclude from this pro=
phecy ) in His, own time,: fill the whole -
Earth. But-the. time before us will not
allow me to: particularly infift upon thefe.
t&ings"' ST “',_:)';'1" oL
--BerorE L proceed to the. confideration
of other propbecies of our"Bleffed Saviour, T
* would here take liberty -te obferve, that
not only the Fews, but all the neighbour=
ing Nations, did about the.time of Cbrif’s
coming, entertain raifed -expedations. of
fome glorious Moparch, that thould bring.

reat Revolutions upon the-World. And
g;om whence fhould they derive thefe now
tions ; or whence. form thefe expectationsy
hut. from thefe cited propbecies ¢ ---- If it.
be alledged, that they might find thefe
prédictions in the books of the Sybills, thé
fuppofal adds force to our: Argument : "For
if thefe were really diftiné propbecies, theix
accomplifbment in the Perfon of our Lotrd

%eﬁu. Chrift, is additional evidence to ‘His
- Dvine Miffion. Bat if thefe Sybilline pro~
Phecies were (as they are thought by ve

o 0} learne

Get
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learrled men to'bE) “'a Fawifb compe<:
fition, defign’d tb>propagate the belief of
the Meffab, - and. €0 preparethe way fort
His reception by the Geniiles ;- and called
Sybilline, onty: From a Hebrsg ot Chaldée:
word of the fame' foundy which fignifies”
%o prophe/y .77 Thid corvinces us that'
thefe Divitie: Oraoles undér éonfideration, -
were underflood:by the Fetss before Chriff,’
not only to refer to the Meffiab, bat ‘to’
point out the' very Fime of *His’ minifefta-
ﬁ@h; ' SR O ' Y
"Puar there were fuch ekpeftations av’
mong the Natibas; -about the time of our!
Lord’s incarmatioh, Is fet in-a clear light,
by many leathed {V;itersj}partituhdy by"
the Bifhop of Grventry and Lizchfiad,
& o fooner {* Jgs e’ ) was the Kingdom:
% of the Séféucides ( one of the remaining:
¥ branthes*of' Ddniels  third ’Kiﬁgdpm"]%}
¢ extinguithtd by FPompey, in the perfon’
' . poo . A T
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" #:See Bp. of Conentry a0d Litskfid Dufence of Gl
X I T
1 Def. of Chrif. p. 124, 125. T have not that Book
by me, and chie thort Notes T 1dok out of is when®
* + Mreadie,will nov:chable me' 1o aoquajng vhe Readee”
- irm ‘;vbha; Huthors' he 1ok ghis picce of Hiftory =
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$&-of Amtiockus Afiaticas ; ‘bur the Fews
< every where lifted uptheir heads, asif
¢ they faw thg fign of theis Redemption;
£¢ io the daywnings of theFyurth Monarchy,
$¢. Then ramers-went. aboyt;no body knew
“ how (_tho’ indeed eriginally from the
€ Jews ). that mature wWas in pangs to
<< bring forth: a King fog the Roman people.
¢ A which the frightued Seware decreed
¢ the ftrangling of every childthat fhould
¢ be born within: that year ;- But their
£¢ .vain hepes of having thatKing in their
¢« own family, fpoiled- the execution of
¢_the Pecrge 3 and {o. Hugafius was fuf-
€€ fered ta live. ‘Fhen Leatylus, thinking
¢ this ta be_the fatal year of the Rowman
¢ Government, and that he.might be the
"¢ mhan . iménded for the new Empire,
£¢.became principal in Catzlives cope
€¢ fpiracy. Thus he. R
To which I may add, that Fe/epbus in

-a bafe fervile flattety fo:the Emperaw
Vefpafian; applies thefe prappedies to himy,
and fays, Thas. which . chisfly excited the
Fews to wary was an- aphiguous prepbecy
found in the facred Books ; that at that
time, fome one within their country fhould
arife, that fouid obtain ‘thé Empiie of ‘sbe
) o @ . - . -wbg/ﬁ

~
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whole World *. : ‘And  Tacitus + and Suea
tomius || two R?»mm Hiftorians: report
That it was contained in. the anciens books
of the Priefis (‘according:¥6'one) or ih
the Fates (_ accoiding to-the other ) rbdt
one from Fudea, _/lmdd at. that time (the
time of  Vefpafian-) obtain: the Dominion.
Much -more might be added, - to fhew:the
common expe&ation of the Mcﬂiab about
the time of Chrifi’s coming;  both- by the

ews, and alfo by the Gentiles now madé
acquainted ‘with the &r:pmm, by ‘the
Graek tranﬁatwn of them. . X

“Bur it’s time 1 {hould return. to’the con-
.ﬁderatlon of fome other prophecies, that
preditt the circamfiances and confequent’s
‘of our Lord’s appearing: .

Ir was foretold, that the Meﬂiab Soould
¥s born of a Virgin, 1fai. vii. 14, -In the
Lown of Betblebem, Mich. v. 2. That he
ghould reﬁde 1t Galilse 5 and particularly
3n Zebulon and -Naphtali, Ifai. ix. 1. That
‘He fthould - enter -Ferufalem upon an Afs,
‘and a colt the fole of an..Afs, Zech. ix. 9.
That by Hxs rmmcutous operatlons, the

A* De_bell,
4 Hif .PJn;d;m Lib vii, Cag 13

i | fn VC“PRGML C‘P »*
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eyes of the blind fBould be open’d; and'the
ears of the deaf unflopped, the lame. refior’d
0 be ufe of their limbs,and the:dumb to their
Jpeech, as 1fai. xxxv. 5, 6. That He fhould
appear in low, mean, and affli¢ed circum-
fances ; be defpis’d and rejelted of the Fews,
be a man of forrows and acquainted with
grief, Ifai. liii. 2, 3. That He fhould finally
be cut off but mot for Himfelf, Dan. ix. 26.
And-/the particular’ circumitances of His
death, with the -opprobry and ignominy
that attended it, were likewife forerold by
the Propkets. And- 1 need not:tell you
from the Evangelical Hiftorians, how all
‘thefe circumftarices of His life, and death,
were exally fulfiled in our Lord Chrift.
- ANp asto the confequents of the Meffiab’s
.coming,’ it was propbefied, that after His
death, the Fewifb - facrifices and obiations
Sbould ceafe, their boly City and Sanituary be
‘deftroy’d 5 and they made defolate, Dan. ix.
26, 2. That He. fbould bring forth judg-
“mens 14 the: Gentiles, who fhould come to His
light, > and fee His Righteoufnefs and Glory,
-ai. xlii. 1. and Ix. 3. and Ixii.-2. Which
“were {0 vifibly accomplif’d, in cutting off
‘the matural brancbes of the Olive-tree, and
“graffing the Gentiles into the fame flock s
that it muft be wilful blindnefs,not to fecziti

[ 4
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- 1 might largely infift.upon this fabjed,
and fhew you, that there is fcarce any
paflage of the birth, life, tufferingsy.death,
refurceétion, aftenfieny or glory of osr Sa-
wisur: or fcarce. any circumitance of the
ftate of Flis Kingdom here in the Werld 5
but. what are particolarly prephefied of ia
she. 08 Teffamepr. But the time will not
aHow, ner does the cafe require, that 1
fhould enlarge upon this Head. i;thgrc-
-fore proceed to confider, I
- "IN, Tratr the accamplifbment of _thefe
:propbecies is a fure evidence, that Fefis
Cbrift is the Meffiab. . .0
_ T confefs indeedy that the accomplifb-
ment of fomé fingle prephecies in onr Leord
-Fefus Coriff, is nat eonvincing proof, that
He was neceflarily the Perfon predicied,
and pointed out by them. There were
-( for example ) many others, befide Fefus
#f Nazareth in Fudea, before. the Sceprer
departed from Fudab, who defcended from
-the Tribe of Fudab, from the loins of A4~
Jdrsbamand David, were born at Ratblebem,
at the farie time that the Meffiab: was to
“be expeQed, t¢. ‘But then, the united 2o~
-eomphfevremt of all thefe Prophesies in our
«Blefed Lerd, renders the evidence clear
and iaconteftable, that the charaders of
< the

e e m e e o
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the Meffiab, in the Propbets, belong’d te:
Him, and him onty. : There was none but,
He, ‘that with any colour .ceold claim ths:
charaQers. of defcending: from Arabani,;
from Judab, and David ;. of .appearing,
jufkt 483 years afterithe Decree ¥or: build~.
ing and reftoring Ferafalem 5 of being boca.
of a Virgin, in thé Town of Berbichesi ; of:
working (o many witacks ; of .dying and:
rfing ‘again ;'-of fetting up a Spiriual.
-Kingdom, wheretinto the Gendéles.thonld
ke fubjetted 5 And all . dhe. mlany .othet.
propheric deferiptions of His Perfon and:
Govertimfient,too many to be heredifiné-:
1y enumerated ;; "which - all agreed: to oue
Lord efus, and therefore ( as  obiferu’d ):
prove Him to be the Meffich. + This will
‘ plainl%-appear;if:we‘»ednﬁdep, Lanoun
1. THAT the apcomplifpment of shefepro~.
~ phecies is a clear and certain indication of.
their Divine original: ' - = > i
* Finrre  underflandings’ can have g0 .
means of foreknowlege; buv either con-
jetural, - fromi - the - hature -and: reafon of :
things ; or by infpiration from-Him, who'
lizs 41l ‘things prefent and to come in His
Omniftient eye. By one of thefe:medns:
therefore all the events we have been con- .
fidering, muft have been forerold ;. b&ﬁl{ev
ool ) they
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they were all a juggle and iwspeflure. * Meye:
congeéture. they could not be ; for: what:
refemblance could be found,in all the:face:
of Nature, of an Iwcarnate God ; or what.
even obfcureft hints of the time, manner,
and - confequences of ‘His;manifeftation 2

Nor .could: they have been an impofiure 5~

for if {o, they could.not be juftified by the.
event. We fee ‘e fuifilied ; and thence:

are afcertain’d that they were propheticaly -
foreseld.. We fee that- God Himfelf ace
kndwleges:the propbecy by its completion:;’
which He would not have-dene;, in jufti=
fication .of :moft. audacious and impudent

deceivers., .. The ;conféquence thegefore
* itrefiftibly . forces it {elf upon. us, that thefe

~were the Oracles of God;; It is;a juft chal-.
lenge, and reafonable Aigument, in Ifai.,
xli:- 22, 23. Let them. bring forth and foew’
us what. fbalk: bappen, . Let.-them fbew: the

former things what they be, that we may con-;

fider them s apd-know the latter end of them :
or declare us things for 39 come. Shew 1be.

things thaj.are 8o come bersafter, that we may.

know that ye are Gods, . SRR
= I know. of but one Qbjeition that can;
with apy colour be offer’d againft this ar~.

guing ; which is, that Diabolival predictin. -

#8s have often been fulfiled, as appears gy
- " the

-
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the ancient Oracles of the Heathen, fo
frequently confilted ; and fo frequeiitly
verified’ by “the event. ‘In dofwer -to.
which, I need 'not "infift” upon the craft’
and collufion ufed in thofe Ordcles ; or the.
dark and doubtful ifeanings, in which’
they were ufUallY' delfxfer‘fd,“ feldom to be’
urderftood, bur by the iffue. ‘But I allow’
it to be poffible  as the Seripture alfo fup~"
pofes it ( Deat. xiii. 1, 25 3.) that God.
may, for the trial or punifhmént of a peo~’
ple, let the Devil into an acquaintance with -
fome of His futire purpofes. But then,
GOD . is 'the Author,. though the Devil be'
the communicaser, of thefé prophecies. God.
anly revehls the event, though an accurfed.
Baladinbe the Prophet.” HE, who adjufts
4ll fiiture things in-His own breaft, and’
whofe  fovereign pleafure and purpofe
thake them poflible, can only forefee what, .
how, or when they fhall be.. . To aftribe,
a-foreknowlege df future contingencies to,
the Devil, is to place him in God’s Throne,
and to give him the glory of the Divine;
perfettions. 'B_li_tt‘l‘prdceeg to confider,
" 2. Tuar it’s hence neceflagy, that all’
the charalers.of Chrift in the ‘Divife pro=
phecies, are trile, fince God-can neither de-,
ckive, -nor be deceived. , . -,
ST FOG: P R S R Uit
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"'T'us accomplifbment of thefe propbecies’
difcovers their glorious Author ; the Autbor,
their neceffary truth and faithfulnefs. If
they are of Divine original, they have a’
Divine veracity ; and can no more be charg-"
able with falfhood, or miftake in any in-’
ftance, than God can deny or contradiét'
Himfelf. : B N :

. Taus have -we ftrongeft and moft un--
queftionable ‘aflurance from the 2oly Pro-

phets, that our Lord Fefus Chriff, whom |

they have forefeén, and of whom they’
Have fo particularly foretold, is the #on-
derful Counfellor, the Mighty God, the Ever~’
dafting Fatber,.the Prince of Peace ; that He
is God's own Som ; and the Man thas is His,
Below ; that He is. Immanuel God with us,
zhe Lord our Righteoufne(s 5 and the Salva-’
tion of the ends of the Earth : And in a’
word, that all rhings are fulfilled that were'
written in the Law of Mofes, in the Propbets,’
and in the Pfalms concerning Him., .

< 1'am aware that Porpbyry’s .antient ob-'
je&ion may be urged againft all this,That’
thefe prophecies were all written' fince the-
event ; and fo are indeed rather hiftories,
of what is pait, than predi€tions of things,
to come. But this is abfolutely impoffible, -
the facred Books having beenkept ]l;‘a tlae"

’ nds
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hands of the bitteret enemies of Chriffi-
‘anity ( the Fews I mean ) "whofe malice
againft Chrift would ot have allow’d’em
_(had they, been capable ) ‘to have ¢on=- -
1pir’d in fuch a forger - and interpolation.
~ Can it be. ixnagin’c){(_f'that. they would
_have devis’d thefe propliécies on “purpofe
“to have brouglhit'a perpetual infamy upon
_themfelves 7 ‘Could(tﬁéy‘ thys frame wea=
pons agaioft their Religion, and, ftudy the
“confufion of their own faces! ---- Befides,
.if they had been willing, they .could  not
. have been.able thus to have impos’d upon
_the World;”,,Hajd' it ‘been poffible that all
.the - Fews in the World, jn their moft di-
ftant difperfions, fhou’d have to a man com=
-bin’d i this undertaking ; had they corrup-
“ted all their Bibles ; and not left one copy
“to dete the fraud ( which is unreafonable
“enough to fuppofe ) 'This -bleffed Book
"was in the bands  of multitudles befide
. them ; and_ every. where difpers’d. amorig
"the Gentiles, efpecially ‘in the Greek tranfla=
_tion of it; who muft alfo have been in the
. confpiracy,if any fuch thing had been done.
“In a word, the World muft have confpir’d
“in this curfed, impofture ;- and no’ copy of
‘the Bible be left to bewray the villainy s
“nor any man know how, why, ot when it
‘-'~’ e L S . Pz-\‘-: O 'was
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“was done Bpt it’s tupe we proceedv_ta .

fon;e Impraﬂemzzt of the Doﬂrme.
I We hen glearn th taétﬁe fofpgoxr{g
?rapbectes of - the .Me ffia are b “their #c-
comphjl;meﬂt in. otif "Lord ‘Fefus Cbrsz‘
Teftimon g "from Heaven hat',He is the
pm‘h&ed wvigur Of the Werld'; 1o’ lik
“wife is th(: completion of H;s own prgdzﬂz-
m:, an’ attcftation ufto. anél conﬁrmatxdn
pf His Héavenly Mtﬂion, o
“THE Meﬂ" ak was foretold tp ‘be a Prapb
“ike anto Mofes, whom we fboild bear,in AB
“2hings, Deut xvili, 13.. And om‘ biefled Fefiss
“has Ju[hﬁed is claim o ﬂmt characﬁler, by

“His mari§ prophecies of furiré things, which

“haye been o pun@ually” werifed. - He
_ngtonly difcover’d thé moft f’céret thoughts
“of men’s heatts ; and’ forétold the treafon
“of udas, while COnﬁn °d to his 6wh breaﬂ',
erhaps hefore it wis €onéeivd in his
‘mindp But alfo pa;txcular]y fore-thew’d
is own death with' the ‘mantier. and c:?—
“cumftances df it, the time’ of His conting-
‘ance in the ¢ ve, Hls rﬁfui‘x‘e&xon, and
“glorious afcgn%on He" promifed to the
_pofilés and others the! g;ﬁs if 1be Holy
boft ; with His miraculops powers and
pperatxons. “He: predicied the' deftruction

of
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of 7eraﬁzlem, and the utter abolition bf the
Temple, with the preludes of that amazin
‘defolanon And’I need not be particular
“Sn - thewing you, the exa& accomplifloment
of all, thefe prophecies 3 'nor have T time to
“¢onfidet the many pr&pbme: in the New
Teﬁammt, profef{'edly received from Him,
“and fpoken in“ His famé. T fhall there-
foi¢ 1ele@ one ‘only’ from’ among’ther,
_thie verification wheéréof. is at this time vj-
“fible ‘to’ all the Wotld ¥ ’The: predition of
Antwhri(t I mean; the time of whofe com-
“ing was foretald"to"bé upoh the downfall
- of thé ' Roman Eyi fﬂ'& “wben that ¢ould nio
long¢r Ter, or refti4in his Tyranny, 2 Zhef.
ji. .. The maniier of his coming wis to be
“with pride and artogarice, exalting bimfelf
above all that is called God, and worfbipped 3
“and yet under the guife of 3 mipifferof Re=
- Jigign, fitting in_the Templé of €od, and
‘there ftrengt inm hf’s intereft by a4 po"wpr,
“and [ gﬂs, and ly;n 'wmders; 2°'Thef. li.
"4y 11. The place of “his refiderice wis to
‘be in 2 gréar City, built upon®Jkven moun-
“tains ; that is, in the ity of Rgme,which
“only | anfwers this d¢ cription;, Rev. xvii.
9, 18, His Reign was tohe ¢ ymnmcal with
homblc erﬁcut(m bftbe Szinits. Rev. xiij 7,
ggd glfcwher;. Now ‘who- can ‘help -bug

fee
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,fee an exa& accomplifhment of thefe, and
_many other charaers of Antichrift, in the
'Pope’ and Roman papacy ; and thereby.a full
-evidence of our Saviour’s Ommfcxcnc¢, in
foretelling thefe events ?
I Hence are we inftru@ed in 'the Dz-
“wine Authority of the [zcred Scriptures,
. Tus Spirit of propbecy, which every
where appears in them, muft neceffarily
“be the Spirit of God;who only (as wehave
h;ard ) can be the Author of a'true prq-
ecy. v ‘
d Tan Old 7e ﬁammt “has th:s atteﬁat:on '
_to it venty and Dinjgie original,, it bcmg '
throu hout a contigued feries of accoms
plzjb’ rophecy, " A great part of that
- bleffed Book, confi fts,either of nore diredt,
clear; and exprefs; or more dark and allal
-five prediltions, of -the Zgpe of ]ﬁael and
- falvatiog by Chriff,

BisiDEs, ‘the morg explicit prapbec:es of
 this ‘great falvation, interfperfed through
. almoft every: book of the OJd Teffament ;'
_What ‘were_ all the typical perfons, the
typn,cal a&ions and ordinances ; and what
_the whole Mofzic Inftitution, with the Le-
_vitical’ Pneﬁhood Rites and Cerémonies ;-
_and efpecially their Sacrifices, anid bloody
Oblatlon§ 3 but fZ,'vpe; aad Shadows of our
... Bleﬂéct

P
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Bieffed Savicur, to keep alive their Faith,’
Hope, and Defire of Ris Salvation, before’
His conmling ? Ther¢ are indeed fome’ -
Hiftorical parts of this holy Bock, hot pro='
perly propbetical : but thefe have dlfo their
reference unto Chriff, and not only repre~
{ent God’s care, guidance, and government
of His Church ; but alio fhew us His faith<’
fulnefs in fecuring the promis’d Seed, in
the promis’d line ; and in preferving the.
Tribes entire, that our Lord’s defcent might.
be, as was promifed, from the loins of A«
brabam, the Tribe of Fudab, and the fami~’
ly of David. o oo :
" Trus was a great part of the O/d Tefia-
ment an Index, to point out the Perfon of
Chriff, with the time, manner, end, and
} confequences of His manifeftation. = And
the full and bright accomplifbment of -all’
thefe things, is not only a verification. of
the promifes and priphecies ; but a declaras’

) tion from Heaven, that thefe Scriptures’
were given by infpiration of God. '

" 1 might here alfo, as a further evidence’
that the O/d Tefament is indeed the #ord,
of God, confider the many other propbecies
that had no fpecial reference unto Chriff.”
Such were the particular predittions of the

~ vattly numerous pofterity of Abrakam s;."f‘
S the
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the children of Jfrael’s fojourning in Egypt 3
of the time of their continuance -and ftate-
of bondageé there; of their deliverance,,
return. to Caznaan, utter extirpating the Ine-
habitants ; and theic flourifhing circuma.
ftances during their obedience in that hap<
py land. ---- Such likewife were the pre-
ditions of the Ten Tribes deftruion ; .of,
the Babylinifb captivity, with the term of
its duration ; of the cifrcamftances of.the.
7ews’ after their return, and of their défo-
ation’ and difperfion, for their rejecting
of Chrift.---- And fuch alfo were the nu-
merous prophecies relating to particular
Perfons, Kingdoms, or Countries ; as well
as the propbetical defcription of the Four,
fucceffive Monarchies ; and of the fate of,
the World, during the coptinuance of each
of them, and after the fubverfion of ’em’
all. 'There are, as you all know, innume-
rable accomplif’d prophecies of this kind,
every where in the O/d Tefiament, and.
therein innumerable evidences, that thofe
boly Books were the dictates of Grd Himfelf
Tue New Teffament: has likewife, from,
hence, fureft confirmation of its Truth and
Div{zzity 5 not only. b’y, the multiplied pro-
phecies therein contain’d,many of which are.
fulfilled, and fome are yet to be expeied;s.
’ S T R e
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biit alfoby the glorious light refle€ed upon
it,by the predittions of this New Difpenfa~
tion in the O/d Teftament. 'The Old Tefia-
ment has foretold the coming and Kingdom
of the Meffiah ;the New Teffament affures us
that ‘He is come, and has ereéted His fpiri~
tual Kingdom, as was prediéted of Him.
'The O/d Téfiamens’ Difpenfation confifted
of many Types, Shadows, and myftical Ce~
remonies ; the New Zeffament thews us how
they were compleated in Chrift, the Sub~
ftance of ’em’all:  'The Old Tefiament de-
{cribes the time,circamftances,& manner of
this new Difpenfation ; the Rew Tefiament
every way anfwers the defcription,asa copy’
theoriginal,or the face a well drawn pi&ure,,
in all the parts, féatures and lineaments.

Tuus we fee the Old Teftament illuftrd~"
ted by the New, and the New confirm’d’
by the O/d, and both contriv’d by Infinite
Wifdom. For,isit poffible that any created”
‘underftanding could devife and forefee fo
‘many and various reprefentations of Chrift
and His Kingdom of .Grace, all agreeing’
with the event, at fuch a diftance from
their completion ? No furely ! thismuft
excced the forefight of every created in-
telligence.  Is it poffible that the Religion
fhould not be of Gad, which has been pre-
e Q di&ed
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dicked and confirmed, by a fecceflive fe—
rigs of prapbecy, from the very earlieft ages
of sime 5 and joyfully beheld through the
rofpedive glafs of the premifes, by all the
aithful, fince man’s frft apoflacy ? No,
certainly ! our infidelivy wauld debafe us,
beow humanity. ...
I Hence, from the . accomplifbmeyt of-
paft prophecies, we have greatett aflurance
§1at; thofe yet future fhall be alfo fulfiled.,
ar -they have all the fame.  glorions Au~.
thor - 3ll depend ypon the fame power and
. Fyoum bence may. we entertain certain.
expectations of thav flourifhing ftate of the,
Church, when Avtichrifi Joal bs defiroy’dy,
By the Spirig of Chrif’s mauth and the.
brightnefs of His coming ; when the fulnes
of the Gentiles foalk pe ;bra.zkgz{ia, and all -,
rael be (aved ; when Chriff fhak bave the.
Deatben ﬁ_i‘ ﬁ/)i’ inberitqycs, aud the utter-.
moft patts. of {he Earth for His pafflfion -
and when the kingdoms of the Earth fhalk
becoine the Kingdows of the Lard, asd of His,
.. Frop; henge may- imgpenitent Sigzers.
furely expect a fwift apgroach of their.
dreadful and eternal wo.. They may juftly .
enfertain trembling . exps@ations of the:
T D! accqmph -
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ascomplifpmens of thofe terrible prediFions,
of indigriation and wrath, tribulation and
angaify 5 of fnares, fire, and briviftone; and
an borrible tempeft, for the portion of their
cup : And of théir part i fbe lake which
burns with fire and brimfone, which is the

| fecond Death; - < Sy
From hence‘dl{oimaty Bellevers 14y down
their éneads ir; thc;cltzﬁ with comfort, under

a blefled profpet. of Chrif’s: glovious
| prating, g)‘égf:ng‘e' their fﬂé‘%dﬁe:, %;
fafbion thewt kike 16 His gloeivis Body : And
- from a view. of, shat glofious fetward,which
when He comes He will bring with Him,
They mdy with™ courage encounter theé
King of Terrorssand pafs tHrough the dark
valley 8f 3¢ foadow of death, kesping theid
promis’d inheritance in'view ; and Joking
te that bleffed hops, dnd the glovivus apprar-
ing of the great God and oor Saviour Yefus
~ Chbriff. 'They may joyfully make this‘echo
! to the promife '\qg His coming, Buven fo4
¢onie Lord Fofus, eome quickly..” Amen.” "

ATRVEEVRVATAN VLT,
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Chrlfhan Rehglon
. From the Mnutuss R
‘Wrought bﬁ‘our LORD ] ESUS
~ CHRIS both. before aﬁd
i after His Crucrﬁxm“n o
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-a'é ties of Ifml bear thefe words : 7gﬁu vf
. Nazaysthy a-man.approved of God among
- JOthy bym;m::ln “and wonders, and figns,

. “which ‘God did. by Him in the mdﬁ f
. Yok 3. 48 98 ;ymr Jelves. alfo know.

h‘@%‘%‘ Hese words dxre&ly lead us to
~ the confideration "of the laft

W T & evidence propos’d, for confir~

#’?&’?% mation of the Divine Miffion

of our Bleffed Savipur. 'They

gerﬁ fiiccefsfully urgd by the Apoitle
167y 88 an irrcfraggblp Argument of this
important

i gz (AL | €
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important truth ; and if duly confider’d,
cannot fail of yielding us alfo full and
compleat convi&ion of it,

For the right underflanding thc words,
we may #note in them,

1. A declaration of a matter of fad,
that God did-work Miracles, and Wopders,
and.figns by Fefus of Nazareth. - .

‘THs /Ipojtle here. confiders onr Lord

F¢fus Chrift in His buman natare.only, acs
cording as He had appear’dto;the Fews,
and was by their wicked hands crucified
and flain ; And thus confider’d as-a - Mang
He could not be the Author-of thefe Mi-
taculoys operations. Thefe were ( fome
of them ) effe@s beyond the capacity, not
qnly of men, but of Angels ; and therefore
the neceflary produéts of Divise power and
energy. Upon' which account théfe Mi-
racles, Wonders, and Signs ( words of like
{ignification ) are jutly here afcrib’d ugto
the Deity, as the fole, Efficient ; not exclu-
five of Chriff, as the faond Perfotl in the.
Godbead ; but only as He .was Fefus of
»Nazaretb or the Man Chriff Fefus,
-, 2..Ws may note the end and defign of
-this declaration, viz. To convince the Au=
dience, that our Lord Fe¢fus Chbrift. was by
thele Miragles approved of Ged. . [ Te m:f}
SUCNS I
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of Ifracl ear shefs words ; Yefus of Nakdrith,
a man.approved sf God among you, by Mira
cles, &c. ] Peter here takes the advan<
tage of .a vaft concourfe: 6f people, ‘ton-

ven’d from all quarters; to the feaft of -

Pentecaf, to preach a eracifisd Saviowr ; dnd
by -irrefittible Arguments, to convince
them, that F¢fus of Nazareth was indeed
the Expeéted Meffzb. This _he evinees,
firft,by the accomplifoment:of Propheéynow.
furprizingly vifible to ’emall, in the gif?
of Fongues, newly confer’d on the Apofles
and company. : And then,as a concluding
Argumerit, rges the mitaclks of our Lord,
as a dgclaravion from God ‘RHimfelf; of His

Beavenly cajling ;5 and 49 a ‘Teflimony fromy

Hoaven, that: the fame F¢fils whory they
kad crucified, was fent, “authorized, anid
approx’d of Gud, and by’ Himi confiitiited
oth Lord and Chriff. .. oo . . ¢ . s
¢ 3. Wr may note aty appeal to the Aud
ditors themfelves, as Hitneffes of the Pa@s
alledged, " { “As ye your/Bves alfo know. T
The. Atgument was founded upoh ‘matters
of Falf 5 and was thereforé mare or lefs
- forcedble, according to the truth 6r fal-
fhood, nateriety or‘udc'e’ttaimy of the Facls
on which it depended. 1f they were falfe
or uacetain, “the. conclifion drawn iéoni

them
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them muft be: very precarious ; if true and.
publickly krown, it muft be moft juft and,
neceflary. The.dpoftie therefore concludes;
the Argument with thefe suerds ; thereby
iptimating, that it muft needs be of irren
fittible force to them,who were themfelyas
Jpeftators of thele Miracles. But we may.
rore particularly . eonfider thﬂ Argmmm,.
in {peaking to this

" Docrae, Thet the M:raclcs 'wrot;gbt
by oyr Lord. Jefus Chwift, are a fadl
-and clear evideyce, thet: He swas ap:
. proved of GQDy Amd kad His Meﬁa&
. fram Him. . "

I ﬁ)gakmg to this Daﬂrzm, I pmpofc
this methad; -

‘. 'To confider what a Mm]c i

~H. To prove, that there were real Mz« "
racles wrought by eur Lerd Fefus Chrift.

.- HL To make.it appear, that thefe Mi-
r;z;]cs are full and clear evidence of Chrif’s,
Diving Miflion, apd that He was the pm-a
nifed Meffiab. -

L TuenP’mto conﬁdet whas a Miracle i ls.

. Anp for explaiping the nature of a Mi--
rgele, in the common Thealsgisal fenfe of
thc word, } may obferve te yeu, that a,

_ ‘ Mzravle
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Miracle has been ordinarily defcribed, A
estraordinary operation of God in nature, eis
ther flopping its courfe, or producing fome
effects, that ave above its laws and power.:
And it has been the received Docrine of
Divines, that the working of Miracles is
the fole prerogative of God Himfelf. But
fome very learned men, who have lately
written upon this fubjeét, have justly found:
fault with this Defeription ; and made it
evident,thata true miracle may be wrought
by the inftrumentality of Amgels. They
therefore chufe thus to define a Miracle,
A work effected in a mapner UNUSU AL,
or differens from the common and regular. me-
thod of Providence, by the interpofition either
of God Himfelf, or of fome inteligent Agent
[uperior to man 5 for the proof or evidence of
Some particular Dollrine; or in attefiation
to .the. Authority of fome particular perfon.
But how juft foever this defcription may
be of Miracles in general ; yet there were
certainly fuch miraculous works perform’d
by our Bleffed :Lord, as exceeded the pow-
ers of all the Angels of light ; and it is-
upon fuch operations only, that I fhall
put the  firefs of the prefent Argument:
~And fhall therefore in illuftrating the truth
before us,confider Miracles as extraardinaryé

I - and
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and immiediate operations.of God, in produ-
cing cffedis, dither comirary.to, or differens
from the common courfe of Nature and Pro~
widence.: '1-call them extraerdinary and im=
mediate operations. of God, exclufive of all
finite- ppwer:: . For: ‘dllowing that Amyels
may be able to work:fothe true.Mirackes s
yet there ar¢ many of thofe operations,
whereof we: are now to treat, that are as
much:the peculiar prerogative of God Him=
felf, as the: creation of :thé World ; as we
fhall fee more particularly hereafter. ---=
1 defcribe Miracles to be effeéts contrary to,
or different fromthe common courfe of Natuye
and Providence : For though the power of
God is as much difeover’d in the ordinary
works’ of Nature and Providence, as in
thofe effe&s that are moft. contrary to, :or
different from their common courfe: Yet
thofe only that are¢ extravrdinary, are pro-
perly miraculous 5 as they. are evidences,
that God {ufpends the common motions of
nature, for {ome uncommon or extraordi=.
nary purpofe. - L

. II. I-am to prove, that there were real
Miracles wrought by our Lord Fefus
Tuis may be fully confirm’d by the
following confiderations : .
. . £, 1uy

NN
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‘1. s facred Writers report, that many

Sach Miracles wcmewmughu by,o\lr .qu]éd

Saviogr. . .
Ir would takeup more than)a.il the nme

befone us, to particularly comfider-all thefe

demoofirations.of -His . Mercy.and Power;
recorded .in the Scrzpmrea sand yet theic
pumber doubtlefs far exceeded the partis
cular. account of them : Batswete: they
more or fewer, i -fuch as were the. ne=
ecflary - produtions” of. Omaipstedec, they
will fuﬁicnent!y ferve the prefent purpofey
and- prove the pointl ander confideration.
I fhall therefore fele& forme few ( and B
need m@mm But a few ) of thofe indifpu-
sable  inftances of ‘the niraculvas worke
perform’d by eur Lord Jefus; Both before
His death, and after His- refdnre&mn andx
recorded in the facred Writizgs..: -

- Win read §ob. ii. begin.. of o I.ord\’y
henouring: 2’ wedding with His prefence P

and manifefting the gloty of His Ommipo~r

Zence, by. turning: water. into wine -bertert
than the natural blood of the. .grape. Now:
though it be pofiible, that created /pirirs
might umibhy -remove the: water and
fubftitute wine in the place of it ; yet the
Hitorian  phainly ))rltilgétes, thax:this was
xmmedxatcly done,by: 0“{" Lan B@wcrﬁﬂ"

: “1 ' VVOLd H
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Word s'and shat it therefore was whas
no lefs than a. Cr;atmg Pmer could poi'ﬁ- :
bly effeét. .

;A like ! mﬁance was His feedmgﬁm
tbaafaﬂd men,. bafide. women and shildren;
with five haves and two- fifhes : And. four
thoufand. man; befide women and. childresy
- with feuen Jpapis asd a: few lirtle ﬁﬂm: ’
And ecaufing the bread:to increafe by bes
ing eaten, .and . the.fragments to exceed
the quantity of the loaves, at firft fet bes
fore the - multitudes, Matrd. xiv. 19. ind
Chap. %v.'34. Tho! in this cafe. itimay likes
wife be eafily fuppofed;that an. Asgel mighe
invifibly bring a freflr fupply of brcadancl
§ith, in the ‘placa of what was eaten 5 yet
the facred flory reprefents: it ‘as Qbrifi’s
oewn immediate work, dnd ‘therefore: as
a clear mamfcﬁanou “of . Hls amwpomt
power. 1
- AN equal. evrdena of His immediate
and omnipotent agency, was His forcing
the Elements to:acknowlege their Ssvereign
Lerd 5 and the: Wind and.Sea to forgee
their tempcﬁ:uous ruffle,. and toibecome
,€alm and quiet at Ris-Word, Mark iv. 39.
"Tho’ it may be poffible for created Angelq
to raifé or lay ftorms ;°yet this muft necef
fanly be a work of time : agd Ican a9
: R 2 eafily

‘v



y24 T Reaomablenefs:

eafily conceive thet capable of doing E-
VERY THINGas of quicting the trou<
bled Air and Sea, without the intervention
of time or means 3:and of making. them
inflantaneoufly obedient to their command :
As was the:cafe before us, as appears from
.wer. 3%7.. where we find the fhip fill’d witls
water, and ready to fink, by the impe~
-tuofity of the ftorm ;.and they yet refcued
from the brink of deftrution, by an im~
mediatecalm. ... - v 0 o
.1 might add to this, His ciring fo many.
difeafes, in: their 6wn nature defperate,
without any vifible. means, but His own
powerful word. And:the muiiplied in-
ftances of His cafting out-Devils ;dnd even
forcing the upclean fpirits themfelves to
acknowledge and: proclaim Him zbe Son of
God, as Matth. viii. 29. IR .
Burt if any fhall except againft all thefe
inftances, "as what mighit ( for ought we
know ) be the agency of created Spirits-:
There are others yet to be confider’d,thae
did certainly exceed the utmoft firctch of
gngelic power. :Such were His giving Jife
unto the dead, and commanding their de-
parted Souls into their bodies, by the fame
P°",Veff“1. word,: by -which they at firft had
their being. Thus he railed Fairus's
e S daughter

o~ - e prmascn o) ()0 |
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daughter to life, to the juft aftonithment:
of the fpe&ators, Mark.v. 41. Thus he-
fops the mourning train, that were carry-
ing the widow of Nain’s fon to the grave,’
and delivers him alive to his -forrowful
Mother, Luk. vii. 14, 15. And thus He
~ fpeaks life into Lazarus, that had been
our days dead, and ‘was now corrupting
in - his grave, Fob.. xi.- 43, 44. - 1 might
here alfo add the teftimony-born to His
beavenly Miffion, by the refurrettion of
many at the time of His erucifixion, Maszh.
xxvii. §2, §3. Though it be not exprefly
told us, that thefe were raifed by His
power ; yet their refurreition . was plainly

done in honour to His facred charalter,

and an exprefs declaration from Heaven,
that He was verily the $7 of God. -

Bur the greateft Miracle of all - was
His own Refurreition from the grave,
which he affures us was perform’d by His
swn power, Joh.x.18. Which (if true) gives
brighteft evidence of His Omnipotence 5
and that it was true is certain, in that God
would never have juttified a falfe preten-
der and impoftor, by raifing him from the
dead : We have therefore a plain decla-
ration from God Himfelf, that Fefus Chrift

: T our

[
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our Lord, is the Son of God, with; pawer, by,
His Refurreition from the dead. R
. Upon. the whale, it appears plain to me,
that.all she Angels.in Hfam, ar Depils in
Hely could nat break the bars of the pit
afunder, fummon the dead from their
graves,:and caufe ’em fo reaffume life and;
action, . 'This muft be the work of Him
only,.mtho helds the keys of life and death
i!).‘ iﬁbﬁnds- o U}
- Byr after all, were it admitted, that all
thefe. mentioned Miracles might he perq
form’d by the interpofition of Angels ; they:
are neverthelefs God’s faal, to juftity Chriff's

Resfon, -and . render his Commiffion aum

thentic. -They werg at Jeaft Extraqrdinary,
works of Providenee; wrgught-in juftificas
tion of :pur Laord)s Perfon and Doring 3
and therefure a Teftimopy from Him, who

ither . mediately: or. immediately. governg
all the wheels of Prowidence, to that Truth,

which they were wrought in confirmation,

of ; as we fhall fe¢ more particularly here
’aftﬁr._:a - I ,
". T#’s trye, that if thefe wonderful works
were the agency of .created Spirits, they,
would. pot agree to the Defcription of
Mirasles, upon which I propofed to found
the prefent Argument. But then, there

are

e
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are multitudes of miracalous operations;

rofefledly performed in the Name, and.
g;t the Power of otir- Lord Fe/bs Chriff;
that do not, cannot lie open t6 any ¢avit
br exception 3 and in which we'have al}
the affurarice of . God’s immedidte agenty,.
that ts poffible to be' obtain’d -iti 4ny caf®
whatfoever, - - ' o0 S ERL T
* Whaa't I mean ate the Miraeulons Gifts of
sve Holy Ghsft; confar'd not snly-on the
Apafles and other Officers in the TChtirclty
but upon many (if not upon alt ) zrae Bew
Jievers, at the beéginning of the Gofpeit

‘Difpenfation. - The excellent ” Author' of

MifceBanéa Sacra, hath handled: this (ube
Je& with fuch firenigth and perfpicuity, a¢
to give inﬁde‘li;y a' fatal woind, and lay i¢
gafpiq y at his feet.  What 1 how propofe

to juft give you-a few hints out of thae
admirablé Author, to convince you, that'
God bas born witsefs to Chriffianity,” not
only . with figns and wondérs: ahd diver(¢
Miracles ( fuch as we have already treats
ed of ) bur alfo Witk shefe Giftd of e

 Holy Ghoft.

SOEL prophefics it hap. . 28, And #
Joak ¢ me'ts pafy afterward, that I will powr-

 our’ my Spirit upon ab flefb 5 and yoar [oks

wer

and your daughtors [bak prophefy, your -

5
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men - foall dream dreamsy your young men
Jball fee vifions 5 and alfo upon the fervants,
and upon the bandmaids in thofe days, wilk
I pour out my Spirit. And agreably Fobn
Baptift, Chrift’s forerunner, bare record, J
Jfaw the Spirit defcending from Heaven ltke
& dvve 5 and it abode upop Him ; and I
knew Him not ; but He that [ent me to baptize
with water the [ame (aid-ugto me, Upon whom
thou [balt fee the Spirit defcending, the fame.
is He wbich BAPTIZETH WITH
"9YHE HOLY GHOST, Joh.i 32,33,
The material part of which record, the
three other - Evangelifis give us : Thus
Masthew {ays of Fobs Baptifi,Matth. iii. 11,
1 indeed baptize you with water unto-Repen~
gange ; bus He that cometh after me, is migh=
tier than 2’ whofe fhoes I am not wortby to
bear; He foal BAPTIZE Y0U WITH
THE HOLYTGHOST AND WITH
FIR E. . 'To the fame purpofe in Mark
i. 8. and_Lak. iii. 16. Here are plain pre-,
di&ions of a propbetic .Spirit to be pour’d
out upon all fleth; and of our Lord’s bap-.
tizing His Difciples with the Holy Ghoft.
and with Fire ; But.-when fhould this'be 2
Not while tabernacling here in the fiefh,
but after Hisafcenfion to the Farher ; as He
Himfelf affuces His Ditciples, Joh. xiv. 12.
ST Verily,

4 am e e WM WY T e e . oa ~
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Porily, weridv, I [ay dwte sok, ba.that bchisveapd
in me, the worky that 1 do, fos¥ he do.elfe ;
énd gragier swarks has thefe foali-be dg ; be-
#an/t I ga to-mg Fathan ver, 38: fod I wid
pray the Father, and He fhell give o axotber
Gmforier, thai FHo way abide. with yex for
ey, ver. 20. Buz the Comfortersovhich is the
Koly. Ghofl, whosi 1he Father wikl fand in wy
Name, He foall teach yoy ald things ;. avd
dring al things to yout rimenmbrancs, what-
Sosvar I bave foid usts yeu, Our. Seviewr
adds, Chap. xvi. v.. Neverthely3 Fack o8
the truth, it is (xpedignt_for yau that Lgo @
way : For if I ge &t away, tha Cmf;mr
Wil gat came wnta w8 . Bur if Fdepart, J
wik fesd Hiw svte wi -~ And afier | ong
Lowd’s Refurveition, He renqws. the famae
wromife unto them, Lk, xxiv. g9 \Sud
Subotd, 1 fond the gronie of wmy Basior e ®
you 5 but tarey yu in.tbe qity of Feinfaicue,
yatil yi é‘{ endusd W;ﬁdmb ‘ ﬁw&
And, A&s i 4, 8 And beivg ¢ flembied toe
m.; wt’thdtbm,ﬁmm;wmhu g:o by
o 8t depart from Ferufaleme : Jad weatt
for the prosuife of the Fitber ; whieky: [aird
He, ya bave beard of me. Fot oha triky
beptined . with water 5 byt ye foalk- ks
SAPTIZED WISH THE HOLY
G & Qe

L (S8
~il A



3 3'-='o‘ .- The. Reafonablenefs>

‘G HO ST, -not many days bence. “See al{d
-Mark xvi. 17. Fob. xx. 22. . ©
= 'Tuus we have {een the predi&ion and
‘promife of the gifts of the-Holy Ghoft. Let
“us next-confider the accomplifbment of thefe
“prophecies, which will appear in the clear~
‘eft and ftrongett light, ‘by refle&ing uponr
the reprefentation - of this matter in the
‘Aéts:and Epifles. . . IR
- T'uess -gifts: of the Spirit were commu=

micated twd different ways, either imme-,

‘diately by the Huly. Gbofi’s falling upon
them ; or mediately, by the laying on of
the Apofles hands. ' Thofe who received
the ‘Holy Ghoft  in the former way, were
faid to be baptized with the Holy Ghof, to
ghave Him poured: out, or fbed dewn apoks
2bem 3 or to be filled, or anointed with the
Foly Ghoff. See Alts xi. 15, 6. Chap. iis
#3. and iv. g1. and x. 38. And probably
none ever received:the Holy Ghoft in this
immediate way, without the vifible fym=
bol of cJoven Tongues like as of Fire. When,
the Holy Ghoft did- not fo vifibly .defcend,,
but was communicated by the impofition,
of hands; it is called the giving and res
ceiving the Holy Ghoft, A@&s viii. 15, 17,
‘28, 19.. And thé_minifiring of the. Spirity
Gal. iii. 5= And imparking Spiritual ﬁﬁ:,

om.
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Rom. i. 11.- I fhall endeavour briefly-to..
exemplify both thefe kinds of Infpirations
or Illuminations of the Holy Gboff, in fome.’
few inftances. R
=.'Tur. Holy Ghoft is faid to. fall -or to be,
poured out upon the Difciples,but five times.
only. The firft inftance of this mirdculous,
effufion of the Holy. Ghoff, was upon the
Apofles and their company. Ads. ii, 142y
3y 4 And when the day of Pentecoft was:
fully came, they were all with ene accord, in.
ome place.: And fuddenly there came a found,,
as of a.rufbing mighty wind ; and it filled.
all the boufe where they were. fiting 5 and
there appsared-unto them cloven Tongues like
as of Fire 5 and fat upen-each of them : Andi
they were ab, filed with the Holy Ghoft, -and
hegan to fpeak with. other Tongues, as the.
Spirit gave them utterance. 'This company,,
wpon whom the Holy Gbofft thus miracu-~
loufly, defcended, were about an hundred
aad twenty Men and Women, as appears.
from Chap: i. 14,35, who are. here f{aid
to be ALL, with one accord in one place,
when. the Spiri¢ fell upon them. [ From
the mixture of Men -and Women in this
infpired Society, we ‘'may remark, as we
pafs-along, the bright accomplifhment of
Foel's prophecy, that the Spirit Joould &
o ) Sa T peure

~he
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powred on5 wpow ehe bandmalds ur e 2k
s of the Lord y and that daigbrers
ad-well as fons, fwld prophefy. 1. . -
- Tue fecond inftance of this kitid was:
afieW Cand prbbably a like ) sfufion of
che:-Spivit - upon :the Mme Apoftirs and
company, i anfwer to their prayes for
" WOLDNESS ‘apd -Courage, when they:
were! brought before the Council. Adts-
V. §1. A8 when they Bad prayed; sbe place
s Baken- whare shyy were affembied toges
et | und they W wl filed with the Bobp
go,» .3 und dbty fhake the Werd of God with
“ GL“DNEJ}‘ R IR UL IR
- Frap third Inftunce whas in Saek,whio (as 4.
gcem&ﬂcmm for thepaMivbip, untd which.
s -wab. defign’d).was FILLED wib.
e Hbly s A®S-ix:- 1. compar’d with:
kL9, e
- A ot Inftatice wasin Chr#/ius and his
Kouheid, whe (: that there might be'no.’
prejudice again®t admivting the proftiyres of .
bt gate, intd the fellowip of the Gofpel ).
had-the Holy Ghof poured out upon them,
2878 % g5, and' PBLL wpon fhem, ay-o®
she gpofths and domipany at- 1op Bigingingy
CHap. xi. g, : o0 w0 T
Fur fifth and lat inftance of the ¢fufion
of the Holy Gae, withour the impoﬁtior%
L yau Q
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- ofhands, was oricche ficft Barveft of Folae
trons Gentilesy that were convested to the.
Ghriftian Fanh j which was ac Astiach id.
Bifidia; AW xiii. 16, ad fin. For it is faid-
of them wverfe 53, that they wers Fil L -
LED with tbe Holy:Gbop. And there:is
0o mention of any impofition of hands to
that purpofe. - 2 R
* Wt #re hext to coitfider how the fifts.
of the vly GhoR wers veceived, in a2 more
medinte’ way, by the laying on of ‘the oA
poftles hands.” Under which Bead 1 fhalk
onlyobfervey that thefe miraculoas yifts of
the Spirir were confer’d upon very many 3
and probably upon dall #rae Belicoers,
wherever. the. Apofles ¢ame. ‘This will
appedt ‘from thefe tonfiderationsi? - . .
~ Quk blefled Savivar promifed this fircm
cefd to the Apofiiis. Miniftry, That the/d
Signs foalk f.lvw shem thm bolisve 5 In my
. Aamie [b2ll shey caft duwt Devils, they fbaib
Speak with siew Tongned, they fhall take up
Surpents ; and if shey drink’ any deadly thing,
7t foall wit: bart them, they fhall lay bands
o# the fick, and they foaki vécover, Mark xvi.
1%,18. And the Apottle Peter promifes
the three thoufand, A4/7s ii. 48, That up-
on their Repenrance & Baptifin, they thould
vecciye the gift of the Hily Gb-#. “And he

likewife



P £

134( . @be Reafonablenefs

likewife {peaks of the Holy Ghoff, as givem.
so them ( i.¢. to all them ) thas obey bim,
Adts v. 32. Where he could not mean the,
fan@ifying influences, but. muft intend.
thefe miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft ;-
Por the Holy Ghof is here fpoken of, as a.
witnefs of the Refurre@ion and Exaltation .
of Chrift, whercof thefe gifts were an un--
quettiodable evidence ( fee A ii. 33. )
But not the common fan&ifyipg gifts of,
the Spirit ; thefe could be no evidence at.
all of thefe truths unto others... ...

As foon as the Samaritans were con-.
verted by Plilip, the Apottles fend Peter.
and Febn to them, that they might re~
ceive thefe gifts of the Spirit ; . And they
laid their bands on them, and they received .
the Holy Ghofs, A&s viii. 14,---37.. When
Paul came vo Epbefus,.and foupd certain,
Difciples there, he asked them ( asa quefti-,
on of courfe, which he conftantly propos’d
to all that he did not know ) Have ye re-
ceived the Holy Ghoft ¢ And finding they
had not, be laid bis bands on them 5 and
the Holy Ghof} came upon them,and they [paks
with Tongues and prophefied, A&s xix. 1,--6.
- AvL the members of the Church of Co-
rinth feem to have had thefe gifts in.a very.
plentiful manner, They /pake with ﬂﬂgﬁﬁ,
: . . they
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they propbefied, they interprated, 't Con
xiv. throughout. EVERY ONE of them
#ad a Pfalm, a Doltrine, a Tongue, a Reves
Jation, an. Interpretation, verfe 26.. And
that thefe gifts were not peculiar to the
Corintbians, but were at leaft frequent in
other Churches al{fo, appears from 1 Coriip -
where the Apofle tells them, that they came
BEHIND in no gift. And from 2 Cor,
xii. 12. where he tells them, that they were
not inferior to OTHER CHURCHES,
i. e. in thefe figns, wonders, and mighty
deeds,the evidence of his Ap,fle/bip among
’em, as appears from verfe 11. Which
plainly fhews us that thefe gifts were in
the other Churches alfo, tho’ not in a fu-
perior degree. The fame thing appears
from moft of the other. Epiff/es to the
Churches, as may be feen from Gal. iii. 2, 5.
Epb. i. 135, 17. 1 Thef i 5 and v. 20
2.9im. i. 6, 14. Heb. Vi. 4, 5. 1 Pet. i. 12,
> 1 Fob. ii. 20. With too many other Texts,
to the fame purpofe, to be now diftinétly
enumerated. : X :
- Tnese gifts of the Spirit, whereof I am
treating, were {udden Tlaminations of the
mind wheréby the recipients were inftan=~
taneoufly endued, with the knowlege of a
vaft -variety of languages, A¢s ii. beg_ir:l-
Y : an
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and @bap. x. 46. With: a latge extenfive.
knowlege of all ncedful Dodtrines of Ree
ligion, whereby. they were able to teach
the miad of God _elearly, and powerfully,
Rom. ii. 10, 11; ¥2. and 1 Pet.i, 11, 1%
With the Gift of .Prophecy, whereby they
could foretel fururg events, Adfs xi. 28
wnd: Ghap. 3%, 23..And could difkern the
fpirits of others, and el) the fecrets of their
hearts, 1 Cor.xiv, 24, 2§, 32. And alfle
judge of the fitnefs of perfons. for peculiar
fervice in the Church, A/¥s xiii. 1, 2. and
3 €im. §. 18. 'They were frequently ine
fpired with new Rewletions, g (or.xiv.ge0.
Wity the Gisk of Bwerpmiing, as well ap
Speaking foreign Languages,. 1 Cor. xiv. 89,
AWith- coyrage and fluency of fpeech upon
all: occafions, .1:Qir.i. 3. To all which,
apd many other Gifis shag might be mens
sian’d, I may add, that {ome of thafe had
the gfn of wyrkingMiracle, apd. of healr
ing Difcafes, as appears from 1 Cor. xit.
20, 30. Aadall the Apofles were infirus
mental by laying on of their hands, to ims
part’ thele gifts to othérs, wherever they
themfelyes. came. =~rrr A mars ﬁlmmﬁn’
exemplification .of thefe {everal Gifts; may
be found ia 1:Gap. xii.’ §, 9, 1o Firfoenp
i gusn o Spii g Mot of Wi 1
anvther
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anotber, the Wobdof Knywiegs by the [ame Spin
vit ; 10 another, Fuith by the Jame-Spirit ; to
ansshetthé gifts of Healing'by the fame Spirit ;
to another tho working of Myracies ;to another,
Prophecy ; to-anotber, Difstrsitg of fpirits 3
to another, divers Rindsof Tongues ; to ano~
thér, the Interpretation df Tomgués,
Trouén ' thefe gifts of ‘the Holy Ghoft’
are fometimes - in -Scriptate- diftinguithed-
from MYRACLES, : particularly in Heb.
ii. 4. yet ds-they are elfewhere exprefly:
fo denominated ( fee G4/. iii. $. and 1€,
xii. 29.°)" fo “were ‘they’ certainly in‘théir-
own nature, Miracles of the Righéft kind,’
fach’ as could not have been wrought by
the united power and skill of all created”
Spirits © Por though we know not what -
power Angels may have-; yet we may-cer~"
tainly know, that it is the-peculiar prero-"
gative of the Father of Spirits, fo to enlarge .
thie faculties’ of the’Soul of Man, as to-
cemmunicate thofe degrees of knowlege in"
an inftant, which probably ‘the moft capa«
cious mind ‘' could not contain, without”
thefe Divine Infpirations ; and which cer<'”
tainly the moft fagacious of human beings -
could not’ obtain in an ordinary way,
without fpending his whole life in ‘the
clofeft application to thofe ftudies. ~No
LV oa T man
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maw living can conesive  how ﬁx ARy,
.4:-1.‘5 a,nd )ivige ;S;:\qzqq; could, be\aq once
imparted to theim, by apy. bus-Himy, who,
s the Author of om: Souls; and cammlarge
their. faculties.as Me pleafes

To, «exemplify,this,in two of' ;hcfe Gafts,
which féem to -haye. been common to.
moft \of the. firlt, Believers 3 the. Gift. af
Fongues, and of Propbecy. Was iy poffible
for ynlearged Men,agd Women, toi mﬁane-
2anconily poffefs fych.a vak yasiety of
langudges,. in fuch perfeQion, 38 to bea~
ble..to, ufe thery, with readinefs; and, pro-
Ppriety; upon all. propsr, occafions ; without
haying  their ,minds Waﬁged, and this.
knowlege: com;numcat:ed to ‘em, by-an Fi-
Finite Agent & Was, it pofiible that. any .
but He,. who, enl,y foreknomws all future & -
vents, could. m,ﬁpue. thefe. Difciples, with a-
Jpiris of proplacy, whmby they could fore- .
t¢l things to come. ?.- Or thas any but He -
who. knows - the . gynd. of the Spirit, and; .
fea,rches the heart, and reins, gonld enable .,
thef¢ to. difcern. th Spirits, and koow the ,
fecret thoughts of other mens heasts 2 No:;
furely.! we may. as .well. atecibyte all the ;
incommunicable. Perfeftions of., Gud, to. a -,
created being, as thefe rzzmcz:lm ngts and..
operations. .-, ., . ,'

3 " THus

Ed
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- Tavs Bye confidet’d fbifie of thofe Mi-
vacles perform’d: By eut bleffed Lord in HE
fife, and'by Flis Power wnd- Authority af-
teir His crucifiXioh ;- which ate an-evident
atteftation ‘from Hewwéw, ‘not only to B
Divine Miffion and Commiffén, But o the
whole Ghivfian Inflittdion: ~ Bue it’s'timd
1 proceed to the confidetatidn of {ofre fuf-
ther evidénces; that-there wéié fuch MHL
vacles wioughit by our ¥:0rd Fé/as Goriff>
2. The Raporters 6f thele Bfivaclis Kave
all the marks of bomefly, “iteprity, and ok~
nbar.; {.","4 PO I ’i" }‘-> * / -‘;'. Li “.‘l KI‘I
- Tus- Doflrines they eaught, fiew' &
innocence’and divitie estceHencies bf thet
Fznb: The’ uniékampléd: pding and fa:
tipues they nderwent to° propagate th
Podrines; Theéw “em’ firfcére and in earné}
in- their ‘prafeffion ;- and Make it evident
thiat tHay theriifelves Btk believed tid
? pra@ifed what:tNey taliht ¢6'sthers: And

thie 'mof {jitefal ‘and ‘aRlicives oF thei
eneried Aevet aily 3hd therefote we mdy
be-fufe never €ould chavge thbm with iny

imipiety and dimorality oFiffe.” - " *
- THA? " they - weéte ¥minene for ' tHeif
Senitity; ad well 4s other éxtraordinary ¢n-
dewmeérits, appears froth ‘théir fcce/y. What
irrefiftible - charm- ﬁ'} fuddénly- conqde'r:ld
\ 2 the
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the mighty oppofition, and infuperable oba
dtacles, in the hearts and lives.of-.men, a-
gainft the Gofpe] 2. .- What #errens. bore
«down thafe,{gats of . luxury and voluptus
oufnefs, thole {anétuaries of Idelatry and
Devil-worthip, that, were, fubjected to the
Crefs of Chrift 2. How. came-fo many. Peor
pley Cities, and Copntries, converted from
the opinions angd manners which they had
embraced from their. infancy, to thofe nog
oply differeat, byt contrary 2 The defpi-
fed Daétrine of $be Crofs had go fuch charms
in it, in the eye of carnal reafon, as.to

rpdyuce-fuch: wanderfal effedts. s The un-
féﬂ?@d Fiflogrmeny, By: whofe infirumens
gality this, amazing- change. was wronght,
had no.advantags, of militgry Power, or
of larned. Ari, and Eloquence,- 1o- force
Yem to, {ubmifian , Thefg things sherefore
Jondly praclaim the imécmsyar‘ﬁ_fan&ity
of their. lives, witheut Which they, could
nat;hiave been; reganded. | Nay mpre than
fo, -thefe thipgs clearly eyidence that the
Zpaftles_and other Difciples, had thems
felves miracylpas’ Gifis ;..and. did- cans
firm, their Do&rine by miraculous operas
1’:_199861;*\2‘;;&:%:. ~which Seal pft.; .Heavea
tWotla have been impoffible.to have per-
fwvaded fy maga@q ~f°?fak9 their lufts and

"1 ’ Lo pleafures,

- -
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pleafures, - their comfort, eafe and fafety,
$or: a peifecuted Religion, and a, Craaﬁcd
Samo#r SRR

Tavs we fee that the thneﬂ'es wereaq
bom: reproach. And if we always gllow for
truthyi-what is confirm’d by a number of
faithful. #fitneffes; we may well depend up-
on the joint: Teftimpny. of fuch a number,
who couild all truly appeal to the -World,

shiey had. remoupc’d. the bidden: tbmgs

l;f dl&dmﬁj, not walkingin craftines 3 nor

dndling. thy Ward..of God deceitfully 5 but
by manifefiation of -tbs. zmtb, bad commended
themfelves 2o every wan’s cgmﬁ:eam, in the
fight of Godyas 2 Cor. it 2.~ '
i 3. Tnese mirqeukus works and. /fmtaal
gifts ceporsed by the facred Writersy: were
matters of  fal?, ip-which it was mpoﬂz[zls
that they tbem/élwes Could be degeivd... - -
- Our; Lord’s Minagles -were not matters
of fpeOulatlon or {ciences wherein thg un-
derftandings - of the-Difziples might beim=
pos’d upon i but matters of f4(7, that came
under the immedjate cognizance of their
fenfes ; fuch as they. could fee, hear,-and
feel ;. and be afcertain’ d of, by all poffi-
ble meansof certaintys =--- They were not
dark and obfcure performances.; they were
;mt dong'.in 3 corngr ; but moft vifiply, ;]ﬂ
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thi¢ dpen lighty and view of the . Wotld g
fo that there could be ho poffible oppons
tunity of Legerdemain, l]ugglc or -deceit,
«s-=They were ndt vnly fome few 'ind
doubefdl; -but muiritades. of uiqeefiionabid
Mirasles): repeatéd again and. dgain{ virs
view of the fame perfons, who daily: wait<
ed oni their: Matfter,”and faw His:wonder~
ful ‘Workss =:-« Not were ' thblec things
done before fome few iggrrorant,and bratn=
fick perfons ; but in'the face of the Wotld;
before mhultitudes of all forts (' befide- the
twelve fpoftles, fewehity Difipks; -and
wiany others that followed ourLad ) who
all acknowledged the fads ; theugh they
Weik rot’all converted by them. «:.= And
to (um. up all, thefe faie Hieaeffes: aflura,
us, that they and'mdrryothers befide them;
had themfelves the miracalous gifts of the

Holy-Gboft s and-were &mpley’d: in work-

ing' the fame or like Mivavles, in" Chrifi’s.
ndmey'ahd by His Powet and -Authotity: .

- ARD now, will it riot out-do the atmoft

ftrefigth of imagination;, ‘to find but the
tmeans by. which .thefe Fitnefles cauld be
© deceiv'd: 2/ Is it .poffible for dny marl td
be more certain that he ever faw the/(ong
than' thefe could be that they faw the fick
healed, the dead raifed jtheir Lovdexpiring

- upon

Dimizdd bpbaa Q
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wpon the crofs, reflored again to life, eat-
ing:- drinking: and..converfing familiarly’
with them forty daya togethery and af«
cending: up -to Heazen before: their eyes. ?
Is .it_poffible to have greater aflusance of.
any. thing we .dos.or.can do,. than thefe:
- could have, that they: themfelves,; and muls,
titudes befide them, had the giffs of Lanx.
guages, Prophecy, and other Miraculaus:
Powers ; -and did perform many - Mira-
cles in the Name:of Chriff ¢ Thi Apofties
therefore juftly refer to thefe saeans of.
knowlege,  as_fure evideaces, . that they.
could not be deceivid:.in the 'DodFrines:
they taught. 2 Pet. ii. x6. Fer e bave not -
falbowed -cunningly, devsfed fabies, when we.
made known unia yow the power axs: coming .
of -oar Lord Fefus Chrift. ; but were ETE-.
WIFNESSES of His Majefiy. . And
't Joh. i: 1. That which -~-- we bareheard,
which wa bave feen with our.eyes, which we .
bave looked ngon 3 and our bands have band-
led of the Word pf Life. - S
4. As! thefe Witngffes were. uncapable .
to - be -deceiv’d ‘themfelves, in. the fadts .
reported - by. them, fo were they withour
any poffible tempration. o deceive others,.
by obtruding falthoeds of this kind upon
the World., ... .. . . Ll
o : Tue
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- Tus common fprings of ‘Breat albiony
lay‘altogether out of their way ; and could'
be no .motive to ’em, to impofé upen ‘man-
‘kind .in this:matter. «-~- They could not
hope  for bemonr or worldly grandeur, by
appearing in the headof a defpifed Party ;
and by being of a Ss(? every where [poken
againft... They could not make their court
to Princes and the great men of theWorld,
by a'Religion, which they all oppos’d and

perfecuted. © They could  not ingratiate -

themfelves with the Fews, nor gain efteem
and ‘npplaufe from them, by: fubverting
their. darling conftitution, and charging

the: guilt of - moft - precious . innocent Blood

upon ’em. " They could: not expect hosour
and reputation from the Gentiles, by con-
demning- their manners,  .decrying their
Religion,. and vilifying their gods. " No'!

they - had nothing-to expeé& from their

Dottrine of the Crofs, but to be (like their
Matter ) de/pifed and rejelted of men,” and

every where loaded with contumelyandre- -

proach, ftripes and imprifonment. *This in-

deed was what théir Lord - had - foretold -
em ; and in juft expectation’ heredf they
e

undertook His fervice. . G
AnD now let us fee whether Rickes and

Wealth could be their incentive,.to publith -

thefe

!
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thefe Miracles, and preach a crucified Sae
wiodr. So far from. it, that poverty and

penury, diftrefing indigency and want of

all things, were the neceflary confequences
of their extreainly difficult and perillous
travels through.the World' ( to preach this
Dottrine ) where they Had nothing to de~
pend upon for fuftentation ; but that Pro-
widente which, giveth tg the béaft bis food,
and to the young ravens when-they cry, .
_ Ox could a view to worldly Eafe and
Pleafure ‘animate them to their undertak-
ing ? Could thefe be expe&ed, by for-
faking their country and kindred, by tra~
velling from Nation to . Nation, both: by
Sea and Land, and running upon. the
pikes of all difficulty and danger ? Did
they not know before-harid, as well as

find by experience, that they fhould be.
bated of all. nen for Chrif’s Name fake 5 and

that in every city bonds and afflictions did
abide them &~ - Rioul

Urox the whole then, when we can

find men in love with mifery and ruin,
when we can fee Men court poverty and
hugg contempt, fetters and bonds ; and

prefer both a miferable life and death, .

to - riches.and honour, liberty and eafe,
then may, we'imagti_?e that the Apa{iké
e maegT A

¢
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fad fome forcible motive v impofe for«
42°2s and Jivs upon ts,in the cafe. before us.
‘Bur what fets cthis matter it the clear<
¢t lighe Is, thax they fealed this Tefimony
wvith théir Blood. " Though it be poffible
thit wien mag -be Marsyrs for 4 falfe Re<
Zigios ;- yet it muft bé’ wher they think
the Religion zrue, for which they die, and
fo dre equally dcted by ‘the ‘diftates of
Gonfience, ~in';heir"ﬁ;ff’e‘rin/g"s;‘ s if it was
shdeed the taufe of God, ‘But now there
weré multitades,who parted with their lives
in’ confirmation. of the Chriffian: Religion,
that were thefiifelves the coiners and fergers
of théDorine,if it was an impofiure. They
~ cbuld not themfelves be deceioed € as 1 have
already ptov’d’) and therefore their report
shuft neceflatily be truz 'Or elfe they moft
ke’ charged ‘with facrificing their lives o
Confirm a Jiz of theit own irventing 5 and a
Zie which the moft exquifite zoraents could
never caufe any one.of ’em to'retraét, or
repent of  Inaword, they muft be fup-
pofed. to ‘part with all temporal comfort,’
with all worldly fatisfaftions, and even.
with 4ife it felf ; nay and even to deftroy’
both body 4nd foul Tor ever, without.any:
mhannet of reafun or motive. ~ And I'm
fure_thns is what every body mudt allow,
o
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to be fo repugnant to humane patyre, qs -
10 be altogether impoffible. . T

Tuus we have feen the ftrongett evidenge
.of thefe truths, that any Falts in the World
were ever capable of ; And have thereby
. firipp’d infidelity of all its armour,and found
juft fatisfa&ion, that the Apof/es and other
“promulgators of the Guo/pel have approv'd

“themfelves the Minifters of God, in sheir pg~
tience,in their affliftions, neceffities, difire(fes,
fripesy  imprifonments, tumults, Iabours,

awatchings, and fafivgs, 2 Cor. Vi ¢, §. -

5. Tre reported Miracles were matters
of Fa&, in which it was impoffible that
thefe Hiftorians could decgive the World

~at the time whep their Narcasives were pub~

lipd. B A
. Lt vs firt ‘confider this cafe, with re~
,%e&. to the Mirgcles psrform’d by oye
. Lord, while tabernacling. in the fleth.
_'Thefe ( as we ebferv’d pefore) are faid
.to be deng moft publickly. and apegly, in
the eye of the World,befare the moft ma-
lignant and implacable ezemjes ro Chriff,
_who by all their vigilance and fubtilty
could not detet any deceit or impoftyre 5
nor did they charge the Sgcred Story with
-falfhood or forgery. ‘The Narratives wege
wristen in ehe place whege shi Falis were
- 2 ai
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“faid to be done, ixﬁmedi&te;y after the pere.
ful

formance of thofe wonderful tranfa&ions,
when they were frefh in every bodies me-
-mory ; and when no body could be igno-
.rant of their truth or falthood. Had there-
fore thefe Hiftories been falfe, they muft

. have been {o far from gaining repute,and .

making “Profelytes, that they had been
“cenfurd, confuted, and teftified againtt,
-as the moft wicked and impudent forgeries
-that ever the {un faw. 'They could not

have been negleéted or difregarded, as
“too mean and trivial for particular notice : -

-¥For as they. were themfelyes of greateft
-3mportance; {o were they efteem’d by the

~%fews (among whom thefe Miracles were -

both aéted and publifhed ) , of two great
~moment -and confequence, to be flightly
overlook’d. * This appears by their forti-
- fied prejudice, flaming rage, and malicious
-oppofition, both to the Doi?rine and Pub-

“difbers of the' Gofpel.” Whence it plainly -

~appears, nothing but full conviction of
- cthe truth of thefe Miracks, could filence
all oppofition, thatnot a Pog fhould move
*his tongue againft them. ~ ~ " '
;7 Bur what very much firengthens this
’?‘Tg‘_’mﬁg_r,'islnot only the adyerfaries tacit
affent to thefe matters of Fri? 3 but their
‘ = explicig

e o o m
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explicit atteftation to fome of ’em. 'Thus
does Fofephus, the Fewifp Hiftorlan, give
us an Epitome of the life, death, and re-
furre@®ion of opr Saviour, whom he ac=
knowleges a worker of great Miracles..
Tucitus the Roman Hiftorian informs usal-
fo of the time and circumitances of his
death ; and Ziberius the Emperour, upon
a letter from Pilate, informing him of the
Miracles, death, and refurreion of Cérif?,
mov’d in Senate, that He might be num-
bred among their gods, which was rejected
by the Senate, becaufe the motion was not
firft from themfelves *. I fhall pafs over
many other Remarks of the like kind ;
and only obferve, that the Fews univer-
fally from that time till now have acknow-
leged the truth of thefe miraculous opera-
tions ; and inform us of many of thenr,
whereof there is no mention in the Go/pels.
They indced fufficiently manifeft their
{pite and malice againft Chrift, by afcri-
bing ( in a moft ludicrous manner ) His
miraculous works, to wicked and unlaw-

* See Baxter's Saints Rej_!,v Chap. 4. Part H.
where many - Teftimonies of the §dverfariés x0°
Chriftiagisy may be fousnd, . fal

o ) W
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ful Arts.: But the Falts themfelves they
bave never denied. , X
. Anp now let us take a fhort view of the

cafe, with refpe@ to thofe miraculous gifts

of the Holy Ghof?, of which we have before
treated. Thefe, at the firft effufion of the
$Spirit, are faid to have been. moft openly
manifefted, in the view of devout men, out
#f every Nation under Heaven, in a moft

abli¢ time, plac? and maoner: The
Qr

whole World therefore had the advantage
of difcovering the fraud, and of contras
di&ing the Swry, if this Narrative had
been falfe. ---- Befides, the Apofle in al-
moft all his Epiftles to the Churches, not

only mentions thele Gifts, as what they

themfelves. had experienced, . and were
~efted with : But frequently dire&s and
exhorts ’em to a right ufe and improve~
ment of ’em ; which implies an gppeal to
xhe Churches,. that there were fuch Gifzs
sexercifed amopg them. And what adds
ftrength to the evidence is, that the, Apofile
reproyes the Romans and Corintbians far
their pride and conceit about thefe Gifzs,
“which occafion’d contentions and parties
Amongl them ( fee Rom. xii: 3, ----8. and
. A Cor. xiiy xiii, xiv Chapters, ) Now can
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it be imagin’d, that any man inan Epif}s
to a Society, where there are heats and-
parties, would fo particularly have dire@«
cd ’em to the ufe, and {o largely have re+
prov’d them fot the abufe of {uch Gé#fis,
as thé;r muft all know were not in any of'

" them ? -This were not enly ridiculons’
condud, - but’ perfe® diftraltion. And.
what ‘yet further firengthens this evidemce
is, that the Apofle puts the truth of his-
Doltrine and his Apofolical antbority upon:
this proof, when Yome of the Churches were .
in a great meafure drawn away from - his-
Gofpel; and prefer’d the Fewift falfe-
Apofiles 'with their -licentious Dod&rines-
before him, - 'This was evidently the cafe-
of the Corintbians and Galatians, and éfpe:
cially the former, ‘unto whom the Ap»file
urges this Argument again and again in
his Firff Epifile to em : And thews ’em
that if be was not'an Apofile to others, yer-
doubtlefs be was to them : For (fays hed)-
the Seal of mine Apofilefbip are ye in the
Lord, Chap. ix.v2. What this Sea/ or evi~
dence of his Apoftiefliip was, appears from
his Secowd Epiftfe, where he réfumes the
fame ‘Argument; particularly in Chap. xii.
12, 13. Traly the figns of an-Apofile were:
IR  wrought
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wrought among you, in SIG NSand W/ Q Ne
DERS und MIGHTY DEEDS: For
what is it wherein ye were inferior to other
Churcbes £ And thus he puts the truth
of his .charalter and his Go/pel upon this
fingle evidence. Gal. iii. 1,2, 5. O foolifl
Galatians, who bath bewitched you, that ye

Jbould not -obey the Truth, &c. TLhis only
would Ilearn of you Received you the SP I-.
RIT by tbe works of the Law ; -or by the

bearing of Faith ? He therefore that mini=,

fireth to you the SPIRIT, and worketh
MIR ACLES among you, doth He it by

the works of the Law, or by the bearing of
Fuith ? Now can it be conceiv’d,. that the

Apoftle would put the proof of the Truth’
of his.Gj{pel, and his Apoflolical charalter,

upon Gifts of the Hily Ghoff, conferd
upon ’ecm by his inftrumentality ; and that

in a difpute with falfe Apofiles, rivalling .

him in thofe Churches, when there were
no fuch Gifts among ’em ? Such a fup-
pofition is the height of abfurdity. It was
utterly impoffible, that thefe Churches could

be impos’d upon in this matter : And it

was alfo impoffible to impofe upon the
World about ’em, who had all imaginable
advantages and opportunity .to exa&ix}e

b . i ‘ cie
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thefe Fal?s, and to difcover theijr truth or
faln‘o@d > - . R
- Uron the whole, it’s as clear as the
light, that the World was not, could not
be impos’d upen by thefe reports, when
they were firft publif’d. = Whence the
Apoftle boldly makes that appeal to King
Agrippa, A&s xxvi. 26. For the King know-
eth of thefe things, before whom alfo I [peak
freely : For I am fe'ﬁt_aded, that nome of
thefe things are bidden from bim : For this
thing was not dome in a corner. .

6. Wz have alfo good affurance, that
thefe Narratives are handed down uncor-
rupted unto the prefent time. _
. Tus alions recorded by the facred
Writers, were notably famous in the
World, fuch as procur’d great revolutions
and alterations in States’; and even turn’d
the World upfide down, by the converfion
of {fo many from Superftition and Idolatry,
to the true worfhip of God.  Whence they.
were worthy the critical notice of every
pne. The Rscords have beea kept pub-

P I -

R tny would fee this Arghmchc more largely
handled, chey may readl che foremerition’d Mifs
cokanen Sackny from which I Mve wfien chefe

< daft biges, . o L.
o X 1 lickly
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Yickly in all ages ; and publickly preach’d

by the Minifters of Chrift, which has given
. the mioft negligent enemy advantage to dif-

cover & dete€t any fraudulent depravation,

or xmerpolatxon, had there béen any fuch.

Anp what makes this clearer, muitltudes
of mott bitter A4dver/aries lave in cvery -
age been conveérted to Cﬁrrﬁmmty, who
.could not want means to difcover any fravd
of ‘this kind 5 norcould they profels, and
even fuffer and dy for a-known falfhood.

Besipes, the' Doc?rine taught in this
bleffed Book, rendred the “profeflors of
Chriftianity uncapable ‘to corrupt it : No
lefs than eternal damnation ié therein de<
nounced agamﬁ him that thall add or- di-
minifh one jot'or tittle of the Szcred Canon.
Should an:Awgel from Héaven teach any o~
ther Doltrine than what is there taught, hé
is pronounced’ accur/ed. W hat temptation
then could any have to ‘Vitiate thefe Re=

¢ords, who kept-them as theéir Rule of Itfe
and Chamr for future GIOry ?

"Tuey that were friends to Chriftianityand
believ’d the Hiftory of thefe Miracles,could
not corrupt them, an. purpofe to procure
damhation to their own Souls, ' They that
were :enemies o, Chriftianity . .and. dishe-
lieved thefe tuths, would not. corrupt

- them,

-
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zhem, . on . purpofe to,prepare Armour a-
gainft their own Infidelity., From whence
then could {uch a depravation come, when
the intereft both of friends and encmies was
every way fo ftrongly againtt it ? -
,Bur had any man, or Society of men,
pever focarneftly defic’d, and never fo
artfully attempted {uch.an interpolation,
it muft have been without fuccefs: For
thefe Records in the very: words of the
Sacred Penmedy were immediately in the
hands of multitades of People, . tranflated
into . varions. Languages, and difpers’d
through a4 Nations, which rendred it
impoffible for the World to be impos’d
wpon, by fuch fraud and villainy. *Twere
eafier to {uppofe, that a defighing Knave
could corrupt.onr Magna Charta, frame
a. new bady of Laws for England, trump,
them' updn s, and wheédle us into the
g_eljef,; that.thefe are .and always have
been the Sratuzes of. the Nation'; than to.
imagine, the, like corruption in thefe Sta-
zutes of, Hagvep. For the Statute- Books are,
in, the hands_of but one Nation only:
the . New' Teffament -( as 1 obferv’d ) di-
{pers'd thropgh the Warld, and found in
eyery copy of it tpagree, in attefting thefe
mjraculogs Fadls, = ST
E PR APy 4 XZ . C o Thus

PRSI
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“Tros have we ‘utmoft cérfainty; that

the Accounts of thefe Facfs, now in our
hands, are the ancorrupted Writings of the
Apsples apd Evangelifis. -And thus do we
fee the promife hitherto fulfilled, that the
Word ;%b‘c Lord fpak endure for ever,'cven
that: Word' which by the Gofpel is preached
antous,t Pet. f.25. - 0 ¢
* W are now prepar’d-to conhider,
© 11L: Paat thefe Miraclss, which 1 have

prov’d to have been wrought by onr Lord-

ofus Chrift; both before and'afrer His
paffion, ‘are a_fill. evidente thar He was
apptov’d of God, and tad* His Mpn from
Him‘ . J‘_!, . ', ,: R
* Tups may be evinced by ‘the. followd
hg COﬂﬁdCf&tiOﬂSi’ e ': : L)
' 1. Trese Miracls ave cedini}y'the work
¢fGod'Himfelf : His d,ircg agexicy fs‘iblainﬁ
y vifible in'them,” - . na et
“ Ir it be poffible for any creatéd beings-td
work a true Miracle, yet fuch their agen<
cy muft be always under-God’s 'controul :
_otherwife the infernal ‘powers might.inter<
rupt the revolugions of Natyr f'-aiidiﬁrid%

the Waorld- intd x ¢haos,  Such ‘Miracle
therefore,” whofpever be the ‘infttumenta
agent, muft be acknowleged $Hiwotks 6f
Gud. | God is Himfelf 3 neat to f‘:rici-eflflca‘-
- waen

—_— —_

>
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when He ufeth Infiraments, as when He
ads immedfately- without ’em. Bu I have:
put the prefent, iffue (as you hieard before)’

ypon-fuch  Miracles only, as are-the im-
ediate ¢ffelts. of Ommnipovence ' that'titere:
dan’be po ‘roonr either for ignorance or
rhalice, to-raife any. cavit in this cafe. 1€
the Fad?s are true Cas Tve already prov’d
’am tobe”) afl the World muft' owri;thae
the-wonderful works Which did fhew ferthr
hermtélves in our Lord Fefus Chrift; were
e mighty works of G4 5 that thoté [z~
éredgifts which we have confider’d;, were
certainly’ Djving * - And" that-thefe did as
certainly difcover God’s immediate efficien=
éy3 asitte works of Creation.  Whence it’s
¢ertain’;, 'that. out Lord Jefus had this ap~
frobition’ of the Deiry, and’ this feal to
H\i_si‘(’.‘g’mmiﬁfon, that God did by Him; and
Hé by His Apgfies, perform fach ftbpens
dous -works, as juftly amazed 'the Wotld,
and infinitely exceeded the power. of- all
sreated Angels. < And' it ‘wis- therefore 4
juf'and naturalinferenice,, marfe by Nicox
demus, Joh. iii. 2. Rabbi, we ki-w1hat'thon
art & Teacher come from God :. For. no man
an do thefe Mivacles that thowdieft,  extept
God be with bim. -~ VTS
T ' el Ir's
¢
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2. Ir’s contrary to the goodnefs and
faithfulnefs of God to, juttify an Jmpafiyr,
or copfirm a falfhood by Mrac;;;.;' .

It is impoffible thdt we fhould “in this;
imperfe@ ftate, have befter evidence, thag,
any Perfon or Do&rine is, from G¢d, than’

thefe Miracles are., By thefe we have vi-.
fibly before our eyes, God’s own immediate
agency ; We fee the extraordingry difplay.
of His Omnipstens power 5 we' certajnly,
know that there is the immediate finger of,
God in, thefe mighty works. " And.our Lord,
7¢/us produces this f2a). of - Heaqven, as.a,
voucher to His Doctrine and Authprity. :
He -declares Himfelf to be the expeded,
Meffiab’s, and thefe furptizing Wonders

are wrought to confirm it.. He: publiffies,

by His Difisples,His Relurre@ion from the,
dead ; ‘and His Afcenfion into. Heayen,
which are alfo conficm’d by the famg eviq
dence.; Both He and His Difciples ap e,é]'
to the /z4/és of mankind, that He'is indeed
what He declares Himfelf, the Son of God,
and Lc};é.pf. Life and Glary ; and "that
He has indeed been declir’d the S:n of God
with power, by His refurreltion from the
dead. God juftifies the appeal from Hea-

ven, and gives ‘the 'vifible Teftimony of

Miracles, both before and after His cruci=
fixion,

{

PN,



=

of FCHRISTIANITY. 159
ﬁxlon, that He is His beloved Sonin whom
He is wel pleafed. Infidelity can therefore
have no’place of retreat: - We muft be~
lieve in this Saviour, or disbelieve the At«
teftation of the God of truth. : If we are
deceiv’d, the deceit is inevitable ;arid the
beft’ men in the World, who have.the moft
fincere love to God; “and ‘defpife whatever
is defirable or temble, for His fake and
fervice, are deluded in their moft impor-
tant concerns by God Himfelf. | Now can
it be imagin’d, ‘can we entertain the leaff
thought, that mﬁmte Hbolinefs would thus
juftify a ‘fraudulent ‘ITmpofture ; that infi
nite Truth and Faithfulne(s would thas feal
to ‘a lie; and that infinite. #ifdom and
Goodnfs would thus give up the World to
unavoidable error and delufion ? No
furely ! To refufe this Tefintony, is not
only ftupidity and madnefs, that tranf-
forms men into bruits ; but obftinacy and
malice, not far diftant from the nature of
devils,

Tuos we fee two moft faithful #7i tmﬂéx,
the power and veracity of God, depos’d to
the tmth ot our ‘Saviour’s heavcnly Miffi-

" Whence we muft diveft our felves of

_reafon and Humanity, or yield to the ir
reﬁihble force of-our Lord’s Argumen}:,

Jo
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Joht. .31, 38. If T.donog the: works of 4y
Father, believe me wot : But if I doy 2hough
9¢ helieve not me, believe the works, that- ye
way kaow.and believe, that the Batber is in
we, and | in Him. _ N
.- 1 may add to all this : S
- g+ T'ueks is no Religion under Heaven,-
that -can bring the atteftation of Miracles
for-its confirmation, but the Chriftian Re<
ligion enly. f v S
. Hsrs all the Patrons of Infidelity may
B challeng’d, to- produce one inftance
fince the cregtion of the World, that looks
any thing Jike a pasallel s0 the cale before
us. ket ’em fearch all the Hiffories of the
pagan devies ; let ’em call in the help of
the Alcoras, or what other legendary fa-
bles they pleafe; and-bring comvincing
proof of but one fiagle miracle wrought in
confirmation of any other Dolirine. ----
I'm fenfible they can produce roméntick
and fabulows Hiffories enough, that will
difcover the fruitful invention of the ob-
feure -Qoceitfol Auwtbors 5 fach as Pbi-
lofiratus’s  Life of Apollonius Tyanmud,
Mabemet’s night-journey to Heaven, and
the. infamous Popifp degends : Byt what
atteftation have they to the truth of thefe
F“?": and what to sopfirm onr -be'l;i,ef of

L ’em

e —

T
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’em ; but the bare reports of the unknown
Authors ¢ Juft as much as can be brought
to prove the {eventy years fleep of Epime=
mides, Lucian’s true Hiftory, or any other
idle Romance. N o
Ir the wonders wrought by the Egyptian
' Sorcerers be here objected ; the anfwer is
eafy. They were none of ‘em Miracles of
this fuperior kind, which we have now
been confidering : none of ’em neceflarily.
~ difcover’d the immediate agency of Di=
wine Omnipotence. Befides, they were im=
mediately controlled by greater miracles,
in which the Magicians themfelves were
forc’d to acknowlege the finger of God 2
And therefore they were an atteftation ta
nothing elfe, but Szzan’s impotent malic
and fhameful foil. God ferv’d Himfelf o
thefe #rnders ; thereby taking occafion ta
glorify His own fuperior power. And He
might probably permit them for that very
) end. No man could be deceived by ’em,
when there was fuch an obvious.preferva=
tive. Upon the whole, I may {um up this
evidence, by applying of that Text ta
the prefent cafe, in Joh. xv. 24. If Chbrif
bad not done fuch works as none other man
could doy we bad not bad fin ; but now we bave.
80 cloak left for our fin of unbelief. .
S S P

-
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-+ Berors I proceed to a particular Applic
extivn of this Dof¥rine, ¥ would here more
particilarly obferve, that whatever has

our Lord Fefus Chriff, may equally ferve

- to- coiffirm the ‘truth and heavenly origi-

nal-of the whole Chrifiian Religivn. The

- DoB¥rine, and the Perfon of Chrif, are au-

- thorized of &vd, by the fame feal of Hea-

%en. ¥fthe Lord Fefus b indeed the Son

- #f @od -and Redeemer of ‘markind, His In-

- ftitations muft He worthy of His glorious

Natare and Office. I the Apofiles, and

~other holy Wiriters, were indeed com-

miffioi’d and infpit’ of Hith, they weree-

 quatly uncapable to deceive ds,’in an affair
-of everlafting ¢onfequence.

. ‘T -it'be demanded, how can'we be cer~

- tain"that the fzcred Penmen:were Divinely

Mpir'd, in - writing the New Téftament 2

been faid 1o verify the Divire Miffien of -

1 anfwer, ‘we 'have the fhme- aflurance of

-this, as of the matters of F4é 'by themre-
~ported. They themfélves atteft it. They
haveprov’d themfelves perfons‘df probity
-and integrity. “They coild ‘not be de-
<eiv’d in ‘this ‘matter, ‘but- muft certainly

Know ‘whether théy ‘were-aéted'by a bea-

~wenly Tnfpiration jor not. "They could'have
f10 temporal -indbcement, 'to'dbtsudefalfe.

‘ ) = Doltritie,

3
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Dultrine,any marethan &erﬂiﬂo}ﬂpﬁm

but fealed both with their 2lood. And wg
have the fame fecugsity, that both have beem

handed down uncorsupted to aus times. .
To all which we have this additional

evidence, that Gud declared from Heaves -

" his approbation. of their Dodirine, by the
gifts of the Haly Ghoft confer’d ;?aa
them. Cbriff promifed them this /& Itz
their Commiffiag, that the works that H
did, they Jbould da alfs 5 and greater warks
than thefe, when He was gone to the Fathe
Joh. xiv. 12, And that He weuld fend the
promife of His Bather apos them s.apd endue
ybem with Pawer from on bigh, L uk. xxiv.49.
Which promife was vifibly verified to ’em.
The Holy Spirit did ( as was promis’d )
defcend from Heaven upon ’em, and in-
ftantly jnvoft them with the knqwlege of
various Languages ( fo that they could
{peak them with their;peceliar idigmsand
accents ) and with the feweral other giffs,

which we have befote confider’d ; wherer |

by they were qualified to trauel shrough
- the Nations, .and univex(ally publifh the
glad tidipgs of Salvatian. And-wherer
ever they went, they made the Gentilss

whediens; by word apd: desd; through wighty
oSigns and U@ﬂf#fﬁs%ﬁ@;ﬁéﬂ:fﬂef he Sﬂfrgc
SR 2 '

——a
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- of God,Rom. xv. 18, 19. They every where
confirm’d ‘their - DocZrine, by leaving be-
hind ’em_fome miraculous bleffing, either
upon the body, or mind, or both. Ser-
gents were tamed, devils ejected, the fick
ealed, and the dead raifed at their word.
And we have the' moft unqueftionable evi-
dence of thefe Fal?s, that we can have of
any thing not done in our own fight, as
you heard before.- We are therefore con-
#train’d to give a full and entire affent to
all the Doitrines of Cbriffianity, as whas
God bas born Witnefs to, both with figns and
wonders 3 and with divers Miracles, and
gifts of the Holy Ghof, according-to His own
will, Heb. ii. 4. But it’s time we draw
toa . ce g b . "- ‘ S B

CONCLUSION.

. 'T'urs Doétrine teaches us :what indi»
{penfable obligations we ly:under, to a
life of holy obedience to this precious Se-
wiour, whom the Father barh fanttified, fem
énto the World, and thus incetiteftibly de-
clar’d to be His beloved Son; is whows He
s woll pleafed. . - . .5 oo
. 1hope,what you have heard,has brought
you without any b;'ﬁ;a'ﬂéy, o co'ndgdg

‘ g © 4 with
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- with Philip, ']oh. i. 4. We bave found Him,

of whom Mofes in the Law and tbe Propbets
did write, Fefus of Nazareth the fon of Fo=
Jepb.. Whence youw’ll all be ready to ad-
drefs-our Lord, in the language of Natha~
nael, Rabbi, thou art the Sun of God, thol
art thé King of Ifrael. But it concerns you

‘alfo to confider, that Cbrift came to fave

‘His people from their fins, and not in them.
He came 7o redsem us from all iniquity 3 and
to purify unto Himfelf a peculiar pesple, xea=
dons of good works. ~And the defign of the
Gofpel is, to turn men from darknefs unto
light, and from the power of Satan unto God,
Chriftianity confifts not meerly in {pecu-
Jation, but in pradice. - We muit not on-
ly give our aflent to the ruth of the Gofpel,
but give up our hearts to Chrifi. "The
Faith which He requires, is not a flight
fuperficial belief, that He is the Redeemer
of mankind 3 but fuch a Faith as will
form us into -fubjeétion and obedience
to Himfelf. - .. oy
Do we believe that Fefus Chrift isious
only Saviour, what ftupidity, what madnefs
then is it, to reje& or negleét Him, and
"His tendered Salvation, to retain our lufts
‘and perifh in them.! Do we believe the

grurb of the Gufpels and can we notwithe

flanding

- e ae
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flanding be-deaf to all its gracious’ invitae
tions 3 and defpife all its promifes and
threatnings, as if they were meer Fables !
Are we lifted up to Feaves by the exhi-

bitions of fo great a Salvaties ; and fhall

we neverthelefs caft our felves down to
Hell, by wilfully refufing it, and prefer~
ring our finful pleafures before it ! 'This
i not only to reproach our holy profeffion ;
but to bring fuch a degree of guilt upon
our own Souls, as will render us moft in-
excafable, and moft aggravatedly mifera.
ble.at laft. Let as thercfore that mame the
mame of Cbriff, depars from imiquity. Ley
His Throne be fet up in our hearts, thag
ekl our faculties’ may bow -down to Hias.
Let us chafe. Him for our portion, feek
an intereft in Him with impertusate ears
weftnefs and diligence, depend upen Him
* us the Lord vur Righteou/wefs,  and live te
_Him with our whole hearts.  If we thus
come to Him, He will in no wife caft ws

out : But otherwife, our moft Rourithing -

profeffion will not fbcure us from having
our portion with Hypocsites and Unbelier
wvets,.in the day of Retributiop. -

|

I am fenfible, ‘that there li¢s an:'Qéi;é?iﬂh |

yet inour way : Some may .be " ready %o
day; How. fhal, we kngw in what way to
Ll ) Jerve

P

i
L
1
1
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ferve Chriff to His acocptamce € - Theve arp.-
fo ‘many particular Sefs and Parrées a-
mong profefied Chriftians, -cach of whom
cenfure and -condemn the other, that we
know not where o find reft for the foles
éf ourfeet ; nor in which of thefe differemt.
| puths, to feer our courfe for Heavew.
- “Tmis - Objstfion, 1 confefs, may -procure
trouble amd -difficulty-to fome fincere and
well-minded perfons; as well :as offence
anfl fcandal to them of a wavering and
unfettled Faith. 1 fhall therefore fpend
the remaining time before us, in obviating
this-difficulty ;-and in givi nfyou plaindi~
reGions, how -you may be infallibly fecure.
of fervinig Chrift acceptably here ; and of
inheriting the reward of :a patkens consi-
nuoneein wel<doing hereafver. o
1. Tuen labour to make fure of a srue
andlively Buishin Jefus Chriff. .
No ‘one of what ever S#7 or-Party ever
! dild or'ever-will get -to Heaven, without
" a‘wrac unféigned Fuirh ;- not will ady true
Buljewer, 'however denentinated, fallithort
of'Bternal life. Fairhstransforms-the Soul
iatoithe Divine Nutyre ; -and ‘God i canrtot:
be difpledfed with His own Fuage, where-
ever itis. "Ourgreat concern therefore is,
to fly tothve/bosd: of Chrifi or -cleanfing,
B - and
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and to ‘His Righteoufne/s for juttification 3.
to ly at the footftool of His grace, with-a"
humble fenfe of our own nothingnefs, and
with importunate fuits for the fanétifying”
influences of His Huly Spirit, whereby we
may receive Chrift Fefus the Lord, and walk.
in Him. 1f we are chargeable with many >
miftakes, in matters not effential to Salva-
tion ; yet being cloathed with the Righ--
seounefs of Chrift, we fhall appear without
Spot and blamelefs, the fons of God, without ”
rébuke, in the great day. of trial. In-that”
day it will not be enquired, #ko is of "
Paul ? who of Apolios # or who of Cephas £
But who is favingly united unto Fefus:
Cyrifp 2 And then fhall the promife be -
certainly verified, in Joh. iii. 16. That who- 3

Joever believeth in Him, Jbal not perifby but?>

bave Everlafling life. . .
“a. Evipencs the truth and fincerity of
your Fairh, by a boly and heavenly life. -
Parra without Holinefs is as a carcafe,
without breath. - Whofogwer is born of God, -
doth not ( cannot) commit fin, 1 Joh. iii. 9.
"The allow’d pra&ice of any fin, either of
omiffion or commiffion, is inconfiftent with
‘the quality and grace of a Regenerate:
ftate. 'There is no middle betweena Saimt V
and- an Unrbeliever : So -that to entertain .
ey S hopes

{
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hopes of our juftification, and yet live. an
{dle oc fenfual tife, iy to compafs our felves
about with fparks of our own kindling, thas
will expofe us at laft to ly down in forrow.
The beft means therefore to difcover the
fincerity of our profeffion, and the fafety
of our ftate is to Sfbew our Fuith by our
Works. 1f we are true Belicvers, our hearts
are parified by Faith : And if we are pure
in beart, we fball fte God.- Let us then
walk as becomes the Gofpel 'aIf Chriff. Let
s cleanfe our [elves from all filthinefs of flefly
and fpirit; and perfelt bolinefs, in the fear
of God. And God ‘will approve Himfelf
900 refpeller of perfoms, but in every Nation,
and in every Se&t and Party, bethat fears
¢th God and worketh righttoufniefs, [fball be.
accepted of Him, A&s x. 34, 35. L

3. Emsrace and live upon thofe Dérw- -
trines which tend moft to debafe your
Jelves, and imagnify the free grace of God. =
v " Tug whole of our Salvation, from the
[ et corner ftone, unto its compléat pes--
fe&tion in Glory, is a continued feries of
infinite free Grace. By Grace are we fa~
wed through Faith, and that not of our filves,--
dt-is the gift of God, Eph. ii. 8. Mercy moft’
thine ‘forbtl; in its bright:‘ﬁ glory, if}_’ug:‘ \
nilty rebels, as we, are faved, and futh

!
.

.
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f)rands are ’eiuck’d out ‘of, che iire; of i in
% nd Rell: Wherefore if W we, ¢vei' hope to
nd acceptance with out Lqrd eﬁu CZ%/Z
we mult come ta Him th an, impr d
{enfe; that we are or, and, miferable, and
@rm}z'd amf blind, and na/ced, that we,
deferve noihmg but wrath, ;, and can do
nothing that will entitle. us to. His favour.
EI n%_tlxﬁ come to Him both for powér to|
rve Him;, and for a gracious acceptance,
2(' our fervicés, for. His own fake, and not
or. ours. We. muft remembqr that we are,
Indigent beggars, that l}Ve only npon Alms;,
t it W arc crimingl delinquents, that arg,
Rept froin _execution by hieer fparing
odhefs ; and therefare, have our whole,
epen arice upon Clrift; to do ail in us and.,
for.us 520 be of God . uma 4s Wifdom, Righ-
2eaufnefs, Sant ﬁmtmn and Redemptzaf; 1n,
a word, - we .muit not depend upon works
g.gteou ftef3 that w,e;
dg ,.but punt, alb as lofs and jng, that we.
n4y "wip | Drift, aﬂd be found in Hzm, ot

ﬁ}(ﬂlg, ar, oPn. 15, bmqf nefs which is of $he
\ Luw : ich is tBrougZ: the Fmt;

fin..8 -
"‘g ;y’s remarﬁable fhat moﬁ of the Hm-
¢

rthaghavk ever ?prugg up ifi t ech:rcb“

:
N

ave

até done, or can’

tj}j{iig@tmuﬁzq‘: wb:cb is of God by K
,“ ..
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have fome wa other eypos’d thofe -
Findamant Rt of oot Bt o
Hope;’ the Sroereignty of free Grace in, our
 Sanchificaviony and the nece ey of Chrifi's.
imputed Righteoy/ne/s, in order to ouy Fufti=.
Jicarion and'’ acceptance with'God Bl m
Soukycome not thou into their febret: tnine bo~
aour, be not thouunited to ‘their gffembly,who.
thus depreciatc, the grace of God, and the
SatiSfattion'of Chriff, and thus fubvert the
whole fcopeand’ defign of the Go/pel. Let
vs avoid all fuch errors, as moft dangerous
fhelves and quickfands, in” oyr voyage tg
Heaven, whoevér profefs ‘em, and withi
what colours Yoever they are painted :
And ventire'our Salvation only dpon un-
merited Mercy, hoping to be juftified frecly
by God’s Gract, thiough the Redemption thay
py Fofus Chrift, Rom. iii. 24.---- Le
Chrift have all the glory of our Salvation
fow, that'we ‘may “heredfter join with
thofe thav fhall, afcribe Glory and Dominion
for'ever apid, ever, to Hipd that Toved us, arz;?
“wafhed us’ frdm our fins in His awn blood
gni- mady us Kings and Priefts, unto God
and His Batber, R '

4. RruriGiouscy attend all the Ordinan-
ges and Initutiops of Coriff, " © o

et
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Ler the Word of Chrift be your Rale-
of Worfbip, your Direory in the fervice”
of God. Let it be your care to keep tbs
Ordinances as they bave been deliveredso you
in the holy Scriptures ; And while youad- -
here to this Rule, be not afhamed to:
confefs, that after the way, which fome cak -
Herefy or Schifm, /o worfbig you the God of
your Fatbers. It muft be the chara&er of .
every true Ghriftiap, that he endeavows :
to walk in all the Commandments and Ordi= .
nances of the Lord, blamelefs, Luk. i. 6. Tho™
the means of Grace may want all that ex- .
ternal pomp,. beauty, or ornament, that..
wil] recommend them to a carnal eye, ‘as-.
worthy of fpecial regard ; yet how weak
and foolifh foever they may appear, thqf :
are the inflitutions of God, which He will -
thercfore own and blefs. Ji-bas pleafed God
by the foolifbnefs of His Ordinances 7o fave .
them that bedieve, 1 Cor. i. 21.. Apd we have:
no reafon to hape for Salvatian, :in the™:
contempt or wilful negleé of them. . If-
we would find Chriff, we muft ‘feek him :
where He walks, iz the midft of His golden
Candiefticks,. 1f we would inherit the™
blefling, we muft warch daily at Chrift’s.-
gates, and wais -at_the pofs of His doctil
Whoever pretend any ather way to Hea-
' : ' vetly

Lol DO
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<en, than'this path of Odinances, which'
¢0d has ‘mark’d out for. us, afrér the firfe-
and fecond admonition rejeft. them.. = . -

. 5. Concern your felves as littl¢ as poffi-’
ble with ‘matters of doubsful difputasion :'

But wheére you muft be of a party chufe the:

charisable fide.- 0
Tusre will be different ‘fentiments a<’

mong Chriftians, as long as we ar¢ on this

ﬁdé-ééquﬂ. - W¢é fhall niot ¢ome to an*
exadt unity in-all Articles of Fuith, until’

. that which is in part fball be donté away ;-
and we ksow even as alfo we are known, Bux*
can’t we bear with the different thoughts,
as wellas différent completions of thofe:
that agree with ys in the effentials of*
Chriftianity ; and receive one amother; as
Cbrift alfu received 4s, _f_o_ the glory of God #-
Have we no way to approve our felves”
Diftiples of the Pririce. of Peace, but by,
wranglings, contentions, ftrife and debate?

' 'Thig is a dire@ means to deftroy all praéti-
cal Religion ; and wholly root out all fe-
vious vital Piety. = o
_ Ir’s true, we can’t our felves be of two

* contrary perfuafions. It’s of neceffity,
that we part ways with thote, in' fome
difputed points, with whom we may agree”
in-the main Poundations of our Faish and -

oo Hope ;



174, g‘he Reqﬁmabl;n;(:c

Heps ; and. with wh om wehOPetOJ oin.
in etgroal l Antbems of ﬁut
thall: plam and weak hC’b zans a&'fh thxs
cafe 2, ,How | the ‘now’ with what"
patty 10 join? fts impoffible that T fhould,
QW de ce d to parficular Dire&x'gns Yn
1s cafe 3 T muit thereforé content’ my’ -
commeqdmg ;hat g neral rulg p’%
le,g im. u olow’ 7j teaiy‘
.c, futb ART T‘ pqace{ Wi tﬁe;n
4t pa om the ‘Lord .out of & pure bg
ex;ﬁex: herd Xoﬁqu Li'éiv $ wij;h tlgl))fe thar
e for cucting off altthe Proze ant Churches,’
2{11: tﬁem e“ll?es, from. ‘the fold of Cbnji':‘
nar exgcéi: to be fav d by damnmg every
hf? y! bt your felves '
INAL);Y, nﬁantly ‘and Ferventlx com—
mnt qu; S uls t,o ekeepmg and Qon-
%af our, ord fefus brif?. .
£ are llable to.a tl&oufand mzﬂakes
b.ut we have a fafe and fure Pilor, upor;L
whom w¢, may boldly depend. If we com=,
mif. our. wayto Him, e will bring it fo gﬂ[}.
" 1F He Teaves | us to lefler miftakes, He will
faye ws from, qmmng, ervorsy unlefs qur
own(}‘ and | floth put us out of His pro-,
tection.” We ‘muft therefore not only caré-
fully’and d:l:gently tx.y our felves; bor
with greateft carneftpels and conftancy,
implox‘e
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of CHRISTIANITY. 178
tmplore the diretions of His Holy Spirit 3
and wreftle with Him by earneft Prayer,
that He will fearch us and try 4s, and fee
if there be any wicked way in us, and lead
us in the way Everlafing : That He will
guide us by His counfel, and afterward bring
us to glory. And in that way, we may
with courage conclude with the Apofile,
2 Tim. i. 12. Fknow whom I bave trufied 5
and am perfuaded, that He is able to keep
that which I bave committed to Him, againft
that day. S
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