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| Upon 2 DISCOURSE Intituled
An OVERTURE, 8.

Ina LETTER to the Author.

Reverend and Dear Erotber,

' HE Glory of God, and Intereft
of Relizion, having been the
Motives of your publithing your
! Reafons for a Subfcription to the

Weftminfier Confeffion, &e. You

| cannot be difpleafed with me, 1f
frcm the fame Motives, I offer fome Objetions
agamft the propofed Subfeription, and your
Arguments to perfwade it.

I have nothing to objet againft fyour appear-
ing publickly in this Cafe : For, it Subferipticn
be a Duty, and the Caufe you efpouie be the
Caufe ot God, (as you feem very confident that
it 1s) it muft be a2 commendable Zeal, that
prompts you to be sxtenfively ufeful and fer-
| viceable, in fuch an important Affair. 1 fhall
therefore make no Remarks upon your Apology,

for the Peblicaticn of the Overturs and Preface:
‘ A 2 But

et TR I
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But immediately enter upon the Merits of the
Caufe, and confider,

Whether it is the Duty of our Syned, pub-
licklv asd Autkoritatively to adopt the IV e[tmin-
frer.Confeffion of Faith andiCatechifm:, &c. and
10 oblige their Members, and every Candidute
for the Minifiry within thzr Bounds, te [ub-
feribe them? This you hold in the Afirmative,
and have endeavoured to prove. But either
you have wanted Succefs in that Attempt, or I
am fo unhappy as not to fee the Force of your
Arguments.

I thall therefore, with all that Candour and
Refpe that is due to you, as a Chrifiiarz and a
Minifter of the Gofpel, offer you the Realons
of my Diffent from your Propofal, by firfk
taking fome Notice of the Arguments for eftab-
lithing your Opiiion, both in the Ogerture and
Preface, then, by ftating my own Objechions,
and occafionally confidering what occurs n
your Difcourfe, to cbviate them. .

The Argument that claims myv firft Notice,
is in the firt and fecond Pages of the Overture,
which may be thus fummed up.

That it’s the unqueftionable Duty of every
Chyiftian, according to his Station, efpzcial: of
every Goiped Minilier, and not of tbem only
but of every Golpel Chureh as ar Orgamzed Bo-
dv politic, to mammtam and detend ibe Truths
of the Golp:l azaiat all Oppofiticizy and alfo
to endeawour to perfeiuate aud propagate them
anto Pofferity, tur: and uncorrupt. | -

1t

-,

: nable Duty, to fubmit to, and comply

[ 5 ]

Dut what Confequence would you draw from
hence? Is the debated Subfeription therefore
neceflary; becaufe it’s the onlv, or the meft
probable Means to anfwer thefe Ends? This1
think muft be your Meaning, or elfe your Ar-
gument is inconclufive. But then,

1. It’s the unqueftionable Duty of every Chrif-
tian according to bis Station, to {ubfcribe the
Weftmfter Confethion, {§¢. For.at 15 ther
unqu:ftionable Duty (as you obferve) to maintain
and defend the Truthi of tke Gofpel aganft all
Oppafition.  And confequently their unlqueﬁi(})l-
with,
the neceflary Means to that End. You fhould
therefore move for on A% of Synod, that all the
Minifters within our Bounds, enjoin a Subfcrip-
tion upon every Member of their refpective
Congregations ; and that too upon Paimn of Ex-
clufion from their {acred Fellowfhip. A juft °
Penalty for an open Defyance to unqueftionable
Duty.  For, (to ufe your own Words, p. 21.)
it's utterly impracticable for thofe of fublcribin
Principles, te take the Meafures which tbe/g
Principles oblige them unto, in order to their
Defence againft the Dangers of encrouching Er-
rorsy and at the fame Time to drop this Oger=
ture 5 by way of Complrance with tho[c (Members
cf their Congregation) of non-fublcribing Prin-
ceples.  1Us true this Method would put our
Congregations 1nto utmoft Confufion, 1t would
(to ufe your own Words) procure Kents and Di-
vifioris am our [wmall Infomt Chureh 5 and be o][

mo/t
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moft pernicious and dangerous Confequence, con-

trary to Chrifitan Charity 3 and moft obfirult v
to [piritual Edification. This indeed at firft
view, feems a formidable Objeciion. But ycu
have taught me how to anfiver it.  You appre-
hend (you tell us p. 12.) that this 15 in 7t [2f a
proper Preventive and Awtidote againfi Diz fion,
being a futtable Mean to bring a Cturch to bz of
onc Mind, and onc Fudgements and if it [b:uld
an the Event bave other Effelts, it 15 only by Ae-
cident, &c. And again. If it bs g Churches
Duty as a Church {in which Sence furely it in-
cludes the Congregations as well as the Mini-
fiers) to declare unto the World, and uito one a-
motbher, the Principles of their Faitd, &c. if’s
ot the Fear or Danger of Divifion, that (hould
deter from 1t. Thus Sir, if your Qoncluﬁon
will follow from thefe Premifcs, the Confe-
quence 1s unavoidable, that 1t’s our Duty to
maintain and defend the Truths of the Gofpel,
by Schifms, Contentions and Confufiors; and
even the total Subverfion of our Congregations,

2. If this Argument prove any thiig to the
Purpofe, it muft alfo be 2 neceflury Confe-
quence, that thole Churches that want this De-
fence, and enjom no Subfcription upon their
Minifters, have no gnod and proper Means to
maintain and defend the Truths of the Gofpel,

and propagate them to Pofterity : But Nothing]

can be more contrary to Truth and Experience,
than this Suppofitic... :
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I believe it will prove a difficult Task, to
find fo much as a Propofal, much lefs an In-
junction of Subfeription, to any Formula what-
foever in the primitive Church, before Conftan-
te the Grest. They then found other Means
to detect Herefies, to refift Gainfayers, to pro-
pagate the Truth; and to keep the Church not
only a Garden enclofed, but a Garden of Peace.
The Symod of Nice did indeed impofe Subfcrip-
tions ; but what was the Confequence, but hor-
rible Schiims, Convulfions and Confufions, un-
til the Church was crumbled into Parts and Par-
ties, each uncharitably anathematizing one a-
nother. Never was the Church infefted with
{fuch a Swarm of H:reticks and Herefies, as
fprung from that corrupt Fountain of Impofi-
tion and Subfeription. The Arrians were not
only firengthened in their Herefy, and encreaf
d 1n their Numbers by their Perfecuticn s but
there was quickly added to ’em, the black Cata-
gue of Euftatbians, Macedonians, Anomoiog,
runomians, Photinians, Luciferians, Anthropo-
morphites, Donatifts, Appollonarians, Dimerite,
Maffiliani, Antid:comorianite, Colhyridiani, Me-
tangi{monite, Plathyriar.s, Eutickians, Selucia-
ni, Patriciani, with a long and almoft endlef
Et cetera.  All which Herefies rofe ont of the
bottomiefs Pit, in_about Seventy Years f; ace,
11 the fame Church. Whence one Council was
conveen'd aiter another, to draw up new Creeds,
and 1mpole new Subfcriptions, until almoft e-
very Article of Chriftianity was both condem-

ned

*.‘..
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red and eftablifhed. This was the Murk fet by
Providence upon the firft Subfcription of this
kind, that was ever impofed inthe World 5 and
this the Defence and Propagation i Truth that
followed from it.

I misht exemplify this Cafe, by Inftances
of the fame kind, in all the {ucceeding Agesof
the Church, unto the prefent Time. I might
particularly fhew you, how this impofing aud
fubfcribing of Creeds, wasboth an Inlet to tha
Papacy, and a continued Engine of Papal Tr-
ranny, after the Pops was mounted upon the
Seven-beaded Beafi. 1 might alfo obferve, on
the contrary, how the Waldenfes, Wickliffians,
Lollards &c. flourithed in Purity of Doctrine
and Difcipline, defended and propagated the
Truth pure and uncorrupt agamft the utmoft
Oppofition of Hell and Earth, withoutany fm-
pofition or Subfcription. But we need not look
{0 far back, nor go farther from Home, thuan
the Countries where you and I were born, to
find brighteft Examples of this kind. The
Prefbyterian Church in Iredand, fubfifted fome
Ages in Peace and Purity, to the Honour of
their Profefhion, 'and Envy of their malignant
Enemues; and thus might they probably have
.continued, had not the Fire of Sulfcription con-
fumed their Glory 5 and this Engine of Divifion
broke them to pieces, difunited them in Inte-
reft, i1n Comunion, and in Charity ; and ren-
dered them the Grief of their Fricnds, and the
Scorn of their Enemies. And on the other

Hund,
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and, the Churches of New-England have
Il continued from their firfi Foundation Non-
ubferibers 5 and yet retain their firft Faith and
ve. From all this1 think it naturally fol-
ws, that Subfcription 1s not Neceflary for ‘the

eing, or Well-being of the Churchj unlefs

atred. Variance, Emmlations, Wrath, Strife,
Seditions and Herefies, are neceflary to that
knd, -
2. I'm fure thisArgument is very little to the
Purpofe if Subfcriptions have no direct Tenden-
cvto mantain and defend the Truths of the
Gofpel ; and propagate them uncorrupt toPofte-
nty. It feems you were not this Ob-
Jetion s but have tuken for granted, asa firft
Principle not to be debated, that Subfeription 1s

c
Wy S
2 -‘v Rl v

{not orily a means, but the beft means to thisEnd.

You have built all your Superffructure upon
this Po/fulatum 5 and therefor=, 1f upon ¥'xami-
nation 1t proves a Sandy Foundation, you know
the Fate of your whole -Fabric. Let us then
confider the Cafe a little.  Let us view this For-
tification vou are for ereting about a poor de-
fencelefs Laifb 5 and fee whether it don’t agree
to that Defcription Neb. iv. 2. If a Fox go up,
be hall cien break down this Stee Wall.

Yo'l readilv grant that there’s no Need of
Subferiptions, for confirming and eftablifhing
the fincere Chriftian ant! orthodox Profeflor in
tfe tin: Faith.  He is influer.ced with higher
Motives, he is eftablifh’d upon a more ftable
Feundation; and kept &y the Power of God

throngh
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through Fasth unts Salration. There wants n
Laws nor Subfeription to ficure them, whg
all the Maliceof Men ard Devils can neithe
draw nor drive into Apoftacy. Thefe will
readv enough to profels their Faith 4./
be afbari'd of the Gopp.l of Clriff. And they’
be fincere 1ntheir Profeflion, being fo fur'r
movd from Hypecrify; and from loving ax
niaking a Lse.

You'il alfo grast, that Subfeription can’t
of any Service to open profets’d and declar’d He
reticks, either «with Refpect to themftlves, ort
the Juriflifion they belong tn. ’Twill be
no Ule with Refpect to themftives. It won
let new Light into their Miuds, to difpe] t
Mittsof Ingnorance and Error s nor wiil 1t co
quer the Perverfenefs of their Wills, and brin
em to bow their Necks u:ito Chui@’s Yoa
Nerther can it be of any Uit with refpet tou
as we are an Ecclefiaftical Judicatery, to diret
our Concult towards them. Known Hertie
are not to be put upon fubferibine Formnlas
Confeflions, but afier 17, firft and [eond Adwn
arton tobe rejedted, ‘

It therefore remains that there can be n
Profpet of Advantuge from Subferiptions, fav
only as a Means to keep Fipacrites out of th
- ‘Church, to detedt cover’ and corceal’d Her
ticks 5 or (as vou exprefs it) to {earch out, dj
cover, and fet a Mark upon feeret Botom En S
mies tc the Truth, Letus therefore next confy g e lefatt. Hifl Lib. I. Cap. X. & XIX.
der, whether the Impofition of S ubfeription i Lip. 1. Cap. XIX. et alisi.

. A Nrl 4 ~ ‘
hke to attain tnis nd. W h1 + Vid. Quicks Synodicon on the Synod of Ala%/on,
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Who can be 1magined more ready to fubfcribe
lindfeld, whatever 1s impofed, than fuch Men
s are laft defcribed. If they are under no Re-
rain of Conicience, what thould hinder their
omplyance with any Injuuétions, that’may
rove a Means of Profit or Advantage to em ?
rif their Confciences are not wholly laid
vafte, hew eafily do they quiet ’em, b\y the fa-
ous Diftin¢tion of fubferibing in a Scripture
ice.— This Praftice may be examplified in
! the Churches, inall Ages, where Sub/c7ipti-
ns have been impofed.  Look into the Primi-
tive'Church, and you’ll find Arrians, Mécedon:-
ans Eutichians &c. Subfcribing the Orthodox
JFaith when required’; and wiien they could find
Jtheir account in doing 1t ¥. Look 1ito the Re-
ormed Churches cf Francs, and you'll find al-
moft every Synod, a black Roll of apoftate He-
reticks, who had not only Subfcribed but fiworn
to their Coxfzffion s And fo did the Sieurs Am:-
rard and Teffard again and again, notwithftan-
dirg the dangerous Errors they held; and at
length publifh’d, to the juit Alarum both of the
Gallic.n and other Reform’d Churches t. Loo]’t
nito the early Times of the Church of S{otlan.a,
and yoi’ll find how ready herlbittereft Enemies
were to {ubfcribe her Forinulas, when fecretly

gnawmg out her Bowels ; and Malingantly
con-

S

o
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L1z ‘Inw wiil the Purity of Gofpel Truth by ithis
confpiring her utter Ruint. And han't wficaus be perpetuated, and propagated unto Po
flagrant Inftances of the like kind in cur ovjxemy? What a vaft Veriety of Seéfs and Par-
Times? Don’t every Body kncw, that the Argei arc there in the Clriftian Church, who all
mimian and even Arrian Minifters in the Churclgree in the facred Scr:pturesas the Foundation
of Englend, do ali of "em fubfcribe all the Forgt thair F 4ith and Hope; and are nctwithftand-
mulas cf that Church ; tho purpofelv directiviig &t the greateft Diftance imagmable 1n their
and in the frongeft Terms pofi:ble calculztefieiigious Sentuments, and their Interpretation
and levelled againft thofe Errors? Nay, douwfScripture. And why mayn’t this be the Cafe,
thefe openly in Prirt, juftify their Cenduét igith Relpeci to any Formula what{oever of hu-
this Matter, from the forementioned Di#indifran Compofure? Can we exprefs oor Senti-
on of Subfcribing in a Scripture Sence > To alfnents more clearly and intelligibly, than the
which I might add a iate Inftance in the Churcfi2/v Ghoft has done in that bieff=d Book ? Can
of § catlatzi of twelve Subfcribers to the #/zfive ferce our Confeffions, &c. againft falfe Glof-
minfier Confeffion, condemn’d by that Churcfes, with any Art thet isthere wanting ? Are not
for Antinomians. Upon the whole then it apdil things neceflay either for our Faith or Prac-
pears, that tho’ Subferiftion may thut the Doo ice, ciearly revealed, that ke that runs may
of Church-Communion, againft many ferio ¢ad? And vet what a Babel Confulfion of Seta-
and excellent Seivants of Chnift who confeiendies is the Church infefted with.  And thus if
tioufly fcruple it; yet it’s never like to detedPudfeription fhould univerfally obtain among us,
Hypocrites, nor keep conceal’d Hereticks outprery one would {ubfcribe 1n his own Sence,
of the Church. T know not how this mattednd all feverally put their various, and it may
can be better fummed up than in that Satyr ofpe contrary Conftructions upen the fame Arti-
Fnvenal, le of our Confefion. It were as eafy to hedge

Dat veniam Corvis wexat Cenfura Colunbas, W the Cuckow, as to prevent this, Well fup-

But after all, we'll fuppofe 7zs it may juftlypole for Inftance an Antinomian, an Arminian,
be fuppofed) that thefe Hereticks under Confi-pnd 2 Calzini'h ail fubferibing to the Article of
deration, do not only willingly, but fiicerely

: fuftification, inour fhorter Catechiim. Each
‘Vithouf any mental Refvrvation, fubfcribe theff em acknowledie, that Fufiification is an ACE
Wefiminfier Coufeffion, &c.  What Defence willf Gods frez Grace, wheremn ke pardoneth all

Subfeription 1 that Cule prove to the ’l‘ruth?.rfmu?im, and accepteth us as Righteous in his

Howliglt, culy for the Kighteonfuefs of Chrift tmpu-

....1 ted

P

+ Calderwood Hift. p. 30, 96, 121: ¢t alibi.

P I e N I~ gy,
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ted to us, and rzceived by Faith alon:.  Baut &lves have feand out away, to bring inail the
they all mean the fame Thing, when they {ukicel 1€.llt Articles of that Church, as Vouchers
{cribe the very fame Words? Nothing lefgr their erroneous Opions: And that Do&or
Yhe Antinomian underftands it, that the Riglflark, the Head of the modern Arrans, has
cecufnefs of Chrift 1s imputed to us from Etegndertaken n Pr mt, to reconcile all the Church
nity, and that by our eternal Juftification wgrmulas; and even the Athanafian Creed 1t
are acquitted from the Guilt of all Sins, pafflf, to his new Schemes. . ,
grefent, and future. And our receiving thi I will conclude this Head with Obferving,
y Faith, is (according to him, a Believingat Nothing can have a diret tendency to ad-
that Chrift dyed for usn particular, and thengance the Intereft, of the Church; but what
taking the Comfort of our happy State. Thibrift himfelf has inftituted to that End.  God.
Arminian or the contrary underftands this Arfill own and blefs his own Infiitutions ; but He
ticle, that the Righteoufnefs of Chrift imputefdinarily pats a Mark of His Difpleafurc
to us, is His purchafing for us new Terms dpon the moft artful Contrivance of Men, in
Juftification, and fubflituting fincere in thite Affairs of His Houfe and Kingdom, as I've
Place of perf:Z Obedience: And our receivinglready thewn that He has done in the Affair
this by Faith, is our Affent to, and Complyjnder Debate. Whatever Shew of Wifdomand
ance with thefe Terms, by a fincere Obediencdolicy may appear in fuch human Inventions,
I need not tell ycu how the Caluinifts undefey neverthele{s impeach theWifdom, or Faith-
ftand the Article. inefs of our Lord Fefus Chrift ;5 for not giving
I think ycu your felf muft grant, that Suigs fufficient Inftructions in thefe important
f:riﬁtion will not prove cf verv glorious Serviofoncerns. Heb. iii. 2. they aflume His Throne,
to the Chu ch, if this be the Efie& ofit. An§ho is fole King of the Church, Col. 1. 18. and
you muft be very much a Stranver to the Confroclaim the Contrivers of thefe politick
troverfies formerly managed in Englund, ankhemes, to be Dar ’013[! it Self. al. viil. 2.
more lately in Scatland upon thefe mention’d I you pretend that Subfeription is required in
Points, if yon don’t know, that each Partfe Scripture, you would do well to point out
prefs'd this very Article into their Service. e Zext that requires it, that we may learn our
might alfo add, that you can’t be fucha ftranfuty. And I mauft tell you, that it fhould bea
ger tothe prefent Circumftances of the Churcl{¢xt full and clear to the Purpofe. It 1s not
of England, zs to be ignorant, that not onlfnough to fay as you do (p.9.) that it’s poffible
the Arminiz.icy but even the Arrians, themyere might be Confeffions of Faith or Creeds, (}il“
fclve1 the
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the Apoftolic Times ibefides the Seriptures; bigpefore they are admitted to the Excercife of that
you muft make it evidently certain, that thegacred Function. It is impotiible to imagine,
were fuch in thofe Times, It is not enough gwhat Advautage can accrue from Subfeription,
think as’ you do, (ibid,) that we have a plmghat can’t beattain’d by this Meansonly. This
bint in Seripture of fomething like a Crecd &quill as well difcover the Serioufnefs, the natu-
but you muft prove thatSubjcripton is potlitivelpal or acquired Abilities, and other Minifterial
enjoin’d before you can juftly expect a ComplyQ alifications in the Condidate, as his Soundnefs
ance with your Propofals, For certainly ouin the Faiuth s which Subfeription can never do,
Lord never impos’d a Duty of this importangthe moft carnal Wretch and unletter’d Dunce,
upon His Church; and yet left usat a Lofbemg as capable, and as ready to fubfcribe
where to find the Inftitution. Since thereforgts any. Thisisa method we have hitherto been
I am certain that there is no fuch Precept in mjin the Pra&ice of from the Beginning, with Un-
Bible, you muft pardon me, if I muft wait fanimity and Succefs; and which the Word of
better Inftru@ion and Conviction, before I csfGud requires us yet to continne in. We are to
fubfcribe. lav Hands fuddenly upon no Man, 1 Tim. v. 22.
And now I think I have perform’d what I préWhat can be intended by this, but that by per-
tended under thisHead ; andjhave plainly fhew'fonal Acquaintance and previous Examination,
that Subfeription has no direct tendency to maisnot by fubfcription, which can be very fudden-
tain and defend the Truths of the Gofpel ; an¥ done) we have guod Proof of the Candidate’s
that it is therefore at beft, but Ufelefs and iffitnefs for the Work, before we feperate him
fignificant. 0 the Sacred Employment? We are required
4. If there be other Mcans befides this Sulo commit the Difpenfation of the Gofpel, to faith-
peced and contefted Method, fufficient to mailfu/ Men, who fball be able to teach others. 2 Tim.
tain and defend the Truths of the Gofpel, &gt 2. How fhall we difcover thefe Qualificati-
then this is not neceffary to that End. Let @ns 2 Will their Subler:bing & Confeffim ac-
therefore confider whether there be no fuc 'Jaint us with therr deehty or Ability? Or
Means, that will every way anfwer the Engnuft we not ow the former, by examining
propos’d. And I fhall here only take Notice @he Inducements to their putting their Hand to
the Duties belonging to us, as we are Minifteghis Plow 5 and the latter, by ftriGtly enquiring
of the Gofpel, and an Ecclefiaftical Judicatory§ato their Capacity for this Work ; ~ and their

I would firft propnfe to this Parpofe, a fir0 thodoxy in the Faith.
Examination of all Candidates of the Mi{:iff{ - I would again proptge a firi Difcipline 1iln
€10 tixe




L8]

the Church, efpecially with refpe to Scanda-\CLurcr, a5 not to be

lour Minifters, and all fuch as can be provd
guilty of dangerous Errors. DBy a feafonable
rejelting of whom, we may prevent the Pro-
gre(s of Immorality, or Herely among us. In
this Cafe we havz alfo exprefs Commands and
Dire&ions, in the Diyvine Oracles, 2 Tim. 1ii. §.
1 Tem. vi. 5. 2 Thef.ii. 6. Tut. i1l 10.

I wold laftly propofe, that the Minifters
the Gofpel be moft diligent, faithful, and pain-
ful, in the difcharge of their awful Truft. That
by their fedulous Application to their Work,
they may inttru@® the ignorant, eftablith the
wavering, and convince the erroneous. Or to
{um vp all 1na Word, that they may be inftru-
mental to convert poor perithing Sinmers to
C’rift, and thereby to have them built upon
the Foundation of God that fiandeth [ure. Such
rainful Aldrefsto our Bufinefs, join’d with fer-
vent Prayer for Succefs, is the proper Engine
to fubvert the Kingdom of Satan 1n all 1’s Bran-

ches; aad to confirm and eftablifh the King:
dom of our Lord Fefus Chriff among us. See

of

-
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a Part of any partitular
Clureh in the Worid; that we are i no [mall
\Dunger of being corrupted in Doflrinals 5 that
(we ure too much like the People of Laith, m a
carcle(s defencelefs Condition 5 that we are fur-
roundzd with many pernicious Corruptions s
Doltrine 5 that cur Poserty renders us uncapable
to plant a Seminary of Learning among us 3 and
that the Edye of our Zeal apainft prevailing
Errors 15 blunted. 1f we allow all thefe Rea-
fons for our being upcn our Defence, and
for cur endeavouring to propagate the Truths
of the Gofpel to Pofterity: Yet 1t all makes
nothing for the Subfeription under Confiderati~
on, if that ben’t the proper Means to anfwer
thefe Ends, which I think I have fully prov’d.
Your fecond and laft Argument, I find (in
.'Bage 7.) thus propos’d. As 1t is obferved in the
verture, we are an intire Church of our [elves,
lo as not to be a Part of any particular Church
m the World, with which we are join'd as a

Part. Now every Colleftion of People, which

1 Tom iii. 13 and Fr. 2. Tim.iv. 1, 2. 3.

Thus Sir, I have fomething particularly conll/;;0p by
filered this firft Argumant; and ¥ think fully '(,[,,,«:
anfwer’] whatever occurs in the Overture, Forlyh,/. sec.
allvwang that a Principal of [piritual W ifdom‘zg-5 following

wonld d-vect the Church of Chrift, to fortify 1t

nies tothe Truth, are as dangerons as any wha

jocver.  Admit, that we are fo a particular
burch

“fnd a (ufficient external Bond of Union,

!

[’ agasnft all affaults that fecret Bofom Enceos gre wnited, &c.

j

t-bfter thef:

dre united together under a politic Bedy, whether
celefiafireal or civil, muft bave [ome Bond of
which the [everal Parts are join’d to-
to make or econfiitute them one cutire
Now, until we fulfil the Intent of
Oxerture, I am at a lofs where to
. ty which
In anfwer to which, I fhall
e three Things to vour Confideration,
) That there ma};3 be a {ufficient Bond of Un-

2, ion
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1o withmt Sublcription. (2.) That we have
z.:caly all the external Boud of U'n:on, that
the Sc:intures vequire of us.  /3.) That what
has a natural T -otency to D fuizior and Divi-
fion, can’t {igrecable to th= Laws of Chanty)
be prop $'d as a Beond of Uiiror.

1. There may be a fufficiznt Bard of Union
without Subfeription. A 1unt Acknowledge-
ment cf our Lord 7efus Clyift f5r our common
Headl, of the ficred Scriptures for our Common
Standard both in Faith and Pradtice; with a
joint A ‘reement 11 the {ame eflential and ne-
cetlary Articles of Chriftianity, and the famne
Methods «f Worfhip and Diftipline, are a iuf-
~ficient external Foud of Unien, either fir the
Being or Well-being cf any Church under Hea-
ven. To this you object. How 15 it poffiltle fer
us ta kinow conc.orimng one anotker, or for cthers
to bnow concorning us, m what Seue: tak:
or und.rffaid the Seriptares, &c.? 'To whica
I anfwer,

1. By retorting thz Obj.tion upwn you
How is it poilible for us to know concerning
ene another, or £or others to know concerning
us, 11 what Sence we take or underftand the
Affembl? s Confeffion, fappefe we all fubferibe 1t.

2. 1t’s poilible for us to continue in find

.~.,.,,
v v

Ex:miration of Candidates for the Minifbry,g:

t! t by that Means we may difcover whether
t'. v be orthodex or erronerusy and 10 wiat
Se: ce thev underttand the &miptu e-.

2. IUs pollibic for ustorejeit £ iotoe 2 when

2t ]

we find any fuch ameng us.  For tho’ we have
no juft claim to 1mpele our Faith, and our fo-
terpretation cf Scripture upon ai.y Man: vet
we have an undeubted Right to rejuct their
pintons, when we thik them erroreons ; and
o refufec Communion with them 11 tac:ed QOr-
mances, and even 1 the exercife of Church
ﬁ} wernment, when we fuppofe their Her:fy ren-
¢ers them unqualified for it. This fas Ive
thewa above) 1s what the Scriptures enjoin up-
on us, And if thefe Scriptural Methods be due-
lv attended, what further external Bond of Un-
en can: be wanting ¢ Profe[vd D:ifk s, Socinian:,
Arisivani ard Free-trimkers, ean’t ke united to
ws o ti fame Clurel G cerniment, as you fup-
pofe p. 1c.1f thele Rules of C2r1# be ducly ob-
ferved.
L Y- u obred sgamn, that an Eraffiun, who fup-
log that Clroft Fas [eft ws at Liberty, to chufe
what Form of Gozerimarni we think moft asreea-
He, mar frezf jom with as inthe aBual Exereile
of Profiyterian Goverainer:. To which T an-
fver, Why not? I hope vour Charity ishardly
b reftricted to thofe of our own Sentiments in
this Matter, as to fuppofe this a damning Here-
[y or an Error that incapacitates £'v Commu-
non 1 all Ocdinances.  And I can’t fee what
Prejulice thefe can be to our Conftitution, fo
iong as they heartily join in our Methods of Di-
fcinline; and thereby declare em beft for us,
whether they believe ’em of Divine Pight or not.

N~
Ve

e . . .
Can’t we live peaceably with thofc who hve

pea-

o
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peacezbly with us, and join with us in confalt-
10g and concerting the Interett of Carift’s King-
dom among us, without breakiag inupon their
Confciences; and deftroyi:g their Right of
judging for themfelves? . .

I might here fubjoin, that aview of this A_f‘l
fair from the very Infancy of Chrutianity wiil
convince us, that the Chucches of Cirif have
been always better united, and every way more
flourithing, when no other external Bond of
Union but what is now propos’d, have been im-
pos'd upon ’em, than when they hauve been fet-
ter'd with Subleriptrons, and otaer Impofiticng
and Inftitutions « £ human Invention ; asI have
{fomething exemplified above.

I1. We have aiready 2ll the external Bond of
Uhnion, that the Scriptures requure of us.  We
all of us for ouzht I know, have one Faith, one
Lord, ene Baptifin, 2né one Diftiplice.  And
what more is needful? You iudeed require, that
we fhould all fubfcribe to one Confetion: Rut
does our Lord Jefus Chrift require this? Have
you cited, or can you cite, any thing hlieas
Precept or Direltion to this Purpofe, from tha
one Lawgiver who 15 able to fave or d:firoy?
ho art thou then that judselt anotler? Jam,
iv. 12.  You indeed p. 9. infer fiom Heb v, 12
compar’d with Chap. vi. 1. that there were bolb
rudimental Priveipies, for the ufe of 1oune ad
more ignorant Profelfors s and more diflcudi ind
m ferious Doftrines of 1he Chrifiran Faitk, that
were 16 eome after the formiv, colloed for the

[/;
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Uf: of the C-urch, in the Apoftolic Times.
New were this granted, what does 1t argue for
Subferiptions? Can you your felf pretend that
thefe were the Diftates of fallible M 1, impo-
fed and fubfcribed in thofe Times? Or ean you
pretend, that there is no Differrence between
‘Catechizing our Children, and Subfcribing Con-
fefhon: ¢ To what Furpofe then do you quote
thia Scriptice ?

I11. What has a natural Tendency to Dif-union
and Divifion, can’t (agreable to the Laws cf Cha-
11ty, be propos’d as a Bend of Umion. What ycu
have cfler’d in anfwer to this, does Nothing af-
fe&t the prefent Cafe ; becaufe you agrelvmd
Subleription a proper Antidote againft Divifion s
and if 1t fhouid m the Event bave otker Effells,
it’s only by A=cident (. 12.) If 1t doestherefore
appear, that this has 2 natural and- dire& Ten-
dency to Divifion, vou have faid Nothing to the
Purpofe. Let us then confider this Cafe.

I muft firft obferve to you that the requiring
and enjoining any unfcriptural Terms of Union
or Ccmmunion, 1s a dire¢t and natural Means
to procure Rents and Digifions, in the Church.
For there will be {uch thinking and ferious Per-
s, whofe Confciences will {ftartle at thefe
Innovations ; and who will {ooner dye.than {ub-
mit to thefe Injun@ions againft their Confcien-
ces. A Schifm will follow. And who are the
cruninal Caufes of this Sebifm, they who refufe
to fin againft their Confciences  or they that lay
this Unneceflary Burthen upon’em ? 1f the for-

mer,

4
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mer, we are brought into the midt of Kome, fous Chriftians amorg us, that can’t in Con-

muft belicve as the Clurch belieses, and expott
Sal-ation by that public Faith. If the latter,
it neceflarily £il ws that thefe Unftiiptual
Intitutions (and fuch is the debated Suiforop-
tion) are directly and formallv, the troutlrsi of
Gods Ifrael. This Argument hus been con-
ftantly ufed by our Diilenters from the Chu:ch
of Engluzd. It has hitherto titumphed over
all Impofitions, and remain’] unantwerable, and
will ever do .

I can’t but farther olferve to you under this
Head, that weail of us know, that tha: Subferip-
tion under Debate, has been fecrupled and uppo-
fed by many godly, lean’d,
fters of Chrifty that it has made herrible Di-
vifions and Coufufions in other Churches, and
that 1t's like to have the fume {ad Ftt:¢ts among

feicres come Into the propos'd Subleription?
Having thus finifh’d my A'emarks upon your

Arguments. 1 thall now pri cced brieflv to of-

fer vou fome few more Ofyedons agamit your

Ozeriure.
1. I think a Subferiptionto any human Com-
pelure as the Tedt of cur Osthadexy, 1s to make

it the Standard of our Faith 5 and therebv to |

give it the Honour only due to the #ord of God. |

1 takea Subfeription to imply a { lemn Decla- !
raticn to the World, thut we believe the Arti-

oy

and faithtul Aim-Vin anv laxer Sence,

c'es fubfcribed to be the Mind and Will o God,
fiee (fall Error and Miftake. A Subfeription
is to open a Door toall
the Unfincerity in the Worll. Every cne of
what-ever Sentiments, may fubfcribe with
his own Referves 5 and {5 the Suéleription 1n-

our {elvcs, And I muft therefore take the Free-| ftead of a Teft of Oithodoxy becomes a Boer to
dem to tell you, that [ would net for ail the| Hypeerify, as I have hinted above. If we
World, be the Author of that Difhonour to God | fubfzribe in thisSence. we give to failible Men,
and cur holy Profeshion, and of that Sehifnand! all the Honeur due to the Infpired Per-men of

Corfufion thet is like to { low, if this be en-
Jomned bv the Svond. No Sir! 18 better to dve
m the Caufe, than to merit that Charecler 1
Rom. xvi. 19. 18. For if it be botter for a Al
to kave a M:lftone Lane wbont i Nock, .7 b
calt quto the pudfi of the Nea, than to uffod
ONE of Clinii’c Tittle ons, us Mot x 05l 6.
How will fuch be abletoaceonntat €y iy i
tunal, who vrend His Clused 1y pizces, and of

fend {o MANY of His Manijicr: und other o

J0u8

the Sacred Pages: aud aloribe that Perfettion
to huiran Compofures, wihich no Bock but the
Biltls, ever had a 1t Charmn 1

You ctte {veral Things 1 - bviate this Ob-
jection. which T {hall bitetiv coo fider.

1 Yeutddbus (p.ova.) that toe Mlatzer 15 of
Dizine Authevity, being cozicii’d 1w the Word

el God s and the il erds 119 cintas’d by fallible

Men, Leing amre-all: va the Dicine Maiter, tho’
Yalliig fFort of that Perfilion ilat the Sexipture

NI
1’4‘05 ‘(‘v'



o daddanh

L 26 ] [ 27 ]
juftly claims, wuft of Nec:(ftv kave t*e Diwine fire in the Right and they not ;3 You are fure of
Aptrabation. Bnt how de veu kn w that thefit, foare t‘lev of the comr'i'r\. You compare
Afjenibiic JConfcﬁon &c. is cortain’d in thelf 'erd Scripture with Scripture, anc find your Syftem
of God ¢ Fouindeed, and we that agree with kgreable to the whole Scope of the Gofpel.
vou 111 the fame Creed do thus Inteipret the ‘l-vll not be behind hand with you in the fame
word cf God. But I challerge v ute brirgone Pretence. You fuppofe vours the meft rational

Word to evince veur Ce.tan‘t\' that cur Inter- Svitem. meft worthv « £God, an moft agreeable

pret?t'(ﬂ.}s Are agdrea ble to theMez; n‘gof theHo ‘l() the C!“"umﬁauces of fallen Man. They ap-
Iy Ghet , and Qave heDwme.A“p rcbatien. that Ip'\f the tamue Lofty Attributes to thenCreed, be
any Sed urnder Heaven mzuv 1t bring in the kt in it f£1f never (o inconfiftent. If you reply
fame Cai- s:;p vfc 1 Was nrw debatu;g with a ‘;0 all this, that Trurd has certainly from the
Romew-Catlf nit .;'JD.\LI"“UO]] tothe Des [Nature of Things, the Advantage of Errer.
crees of t‘le C').’I}’t / ot Tren H.- anfwers my 'Thisis tine; but then this alfo may be ura’d
Ob;e&ion 11 the very W ords that you de 5 and [with ssgood Advantage, by 2ny other Perfaafi-
tells me thut 1b Matter i5 of Dizine Authori 1ty ton. You have therefore no Refuge left, buta
&c. what fhall I fav to him > Shuil I tell him frecou e to Infall:bilty, which 1s what I'm now
that they fubvert the Scriptures, and thet there ‘ob]\dx ag aganft.

are o fuchDectrines contain’d inthem? Won't 1 Asfor vour lnngDifcourfe.a bont theNecef:t+
here etort the Anfiver and tell e, that the Ar- |of cur fubicribing our cwn Words 5 and not the
gumernt is the guite contrary Wuv, that itis Wordsof Scripture, I have but thxs fhort ana
ste who wreft the Scriptures to cur cwn Damna- genersl Anfwer to make. Tho' I cant poflibly
tion, and t/:y are fure that thevy are in the Yfee 1ato your Methads of Reafoning ; nor d.a'v
R:g ht they ben‘a it failible, which we dan’t [rour Concindion from  your Premifes, yet if it
pretend to be. Orif yon pleafe irficad of a b Qi‘ahf€d that cur Canf'ﬂ%m muft be in our
FRoman C'I Lodiz {0 pnafe a O.w,( er thus difput- o 1 orad’s, and not 1n the Words of Scripture,
g ; and nithe xt.oz geft Terms wiin: 1INg me, Idontice how it wiil follow, that we muft thee-
that he has the Witnefs m himfelf from the 11 (fore fabferibe them. Can’t we have Confatlions
luminations (\f/"rtsp(\ v Smint, that BasoJays I cur owa Werds, without the Impnﬁtxon 83
Apology is contzin’d in the W ord of Geld. New Sulferirtion , Can there b‘* na other Ule made
Y demand (f v-u. whether we muft fubferibe ofConfetlion s but asan exciuiive L\ & ef Or ho-
thefe mcnt'o'. d Bocks wpon this Evidence. If doxy 2Certainly there may. AMay wotConfe lions
not, what Afurance can ycugive me, that you | be useful for Infrruttian to hc igaorant, for

are Q\y k-
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Quickning to the carelefs and fecure, for a
Help to our Devoticns ; and even £ ¢ a public
Declararion cfour Religious Sentiments. And
therefore until you have prov’d a neci flary Con-
nection between Coempefing, and Impofing or
Subferibing a Corfznon, youfay Nething to
the Purpcfe.

2 Tcan’t tee h~w we can imnofe Salferptions
upon ¢t hers, without Invading His £o a/ty, who
1s fele Kine andLawgiver unto Bis Chuaich j and
pratticing cur teives, what we {o lruclv com-
plain (finotheis.  To this vou adwer (p.12.)
Fera Clurch o ollige themr Mombers to recese,
enbroee, colnzwidee. fillerbe er t1o8ice. amy
toing that ir not feund.d utan th: Iord o Cod,
15 trdeed Tiroomy avd Perfeeut:on €5 1f veu
raean by this, that iU’sTvraany andPerfecution
for 2 Charch to impefs what 17y celiowl dge
1s ot £.uuded i the Word «f Gedo helieve
1t wiil be difficult to find any Church uper Eaith
cmlty of fach Imprfiticns. And of every
Church may imnofe what they Sappole to be
founded on the Waord of God, even the Clurek
of Rome muft be aconited from all unwarrant-
able Imp~fitions, For thev asrefdlutcdy clam
a Scripture Fonndation for all their Articles of
Fuith, as wecan do. And why hai’tthey as
good Authority to impofe thetr Interpretation
of Gorls Word, as we have to impofe curs ? Is
not the Imp~fitien of fuch Interpretations as
properly a Leg flatzre Faculty in us, asit 1s1m

n
A1

oo
’ “o

. 3 . - * ’
them 2 Are we fure we are 10 the Right 2 Don't

they

\

- )
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hey profe{s the’fame Certainty ? Do we impofe
ur Creeds 11 Honour to God and- His Truth?

{They have the fan.e Pretence. Dc we appoint

ubfcription to keep out Error and Herefy ?
Thev are alted by the fame Views. Dowe im-
p~fe themn by mifterial Authority committed
to us by Chrift. And have nct every other So-
ciety the fame Claim ? But the Difficulty is, I

iﬁnd' Nothirg in the Divine Oracles by which

either 1hsy, or we can inpport this Claim; but
the diret contrary.  fam. 1v. 12. Col. 1. 22.
23. Rom. x1v, ¢, 9. Mat. xxviil. 18. &c. And
to deal { eely with you, Ihave no werfe Opin-
ion of the Afenmiblics Confeffion, fr the 2 Ait.

lin the xx. Chap. “ God alone is Lo:d of the

“Confcience ; and hath left it free from the
“ Dectrines and Commandments of Men which
“are 1 any thing contrary to His Word, or
“ BESIDE it, in Matters «f Faith or Worihip.
“So that to believe fuch Dotirines, or obey fuch
“ Commands cut of Confcience, is to betray
“ true Liverty f Confciene; and the requi-
“ring o 1implicite Faith, and an abiolute apd
“ blind Obedierce, 1s to deftroy Liberty of Con-

L]
ao

12

Usia
“{cienceand Reafon alfe.”” And I mauft tell
you that to fubfcribe this Article, and znpofe the
reft, appears to me the moft gloring Contia-
diction.

If vou reply to this, that therc is no Impafi
ton defign’d. T anfwer, what is then defign’d?
Is not Subleription propes’d asthe Teft of O;-
thodoxy, as the Terme of Mzmberthip with the

Synod ;

4
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und in Confcicence, to Lord it over vour Brethren.
Synod; and of Admiflion to the Mm‘ﬂry’ An 3 If 1 fu-rcribe, or concur in impofing Subfiriptios

thhlt ben’t Impaﬁtltm with aWitnel: S, with alldn others, I mutt either de it aga necc¥ary Dutv  or
the Penaities anizex’d that we are capable of, I s Thing in it felf indifferrent. Mot the former,

util you can findi fome Scripture that requires Sus-
don’t know what Imp(’[ tzon means. «ption to human Compotures 5 and even to this under

Ycu indeed argue, that according to our 7e- Fate in particular. in Contradiftin@ion toall others
cogded and common ” ay, of h) pwkr t's bard pifewhere xm pol"d. which I am fure you can never de.
to [aj whrther Vllb thbﬂ’! or No,, fu[~ cribers B it be in it lclf indifferrent who gave the Svnod Au-

. . horitv te take away tiaeLibertywits < ichCrrift haswade
swonld be obliged 1o I:pcratf. But prav er what free We ought to leaveThings asChrift has left 'em

Occafion that either thould be obliged to fepe- ,,4 on the one Hand, not to oring eur [elves und:r the
rate > What Law or what Reafon 1s there fur afw"r of amy 1 Cor. vi.12.Nor on the other Hand, to
thefe Injunétions, that muft of courfe pro:‘uce '°V "’"" witiour Mzat, for waem Cirijt dyed Rom.

a Seperation 2 Why mayn’tevery one enjoy his ' '¢°f km' no* how to concur, inmaking thisSubfirip:
owin OPmlOU, and a& accordir g to hic Con- o the Terms of eur a'*"nttmg Cand:dutes tothe Mini-
fcience m this Matter, withcut a Seperation ? fre. leatt I keep them out of Chrifts Vi: evard, whom
Or why mayn’t {fome middle Way be thoug ht e has feat to Iabaur there; and qualificd for glorious

, i ervice inHis Church. Such as thefe may (as1do) Scru.
on, that wiil every W ay anfwer the Lnd c‘fué feription to anv humanCompofure ; Or they may

posd and glve Smtzsfas,tlon to both Partle e doubtful as to {ome Particulars in the impos’d
For my own Part, I can cheerfully come into Frmisa, and vet te found in the Faith. Or they may
any Method for ﬁcurmg our Faith, that [ can F"‘ {ati Cfuttoril v understand fome of the credonda thus

njoin’d 5 and )ct Lave very promifing Cipacity far
apprehend confiftent with Lbert of Con- Yy sicred Service. If ail quailified Candidates can

{cience, and Chnitian Freedem. (n urderfland the whole of that laree Confeffiom, it’s
You fubjom, If one Party thik it an Iim 0[- uft Matter of {hime to me, who have be’n a Minifter
tion 10 be required to fubferbe, as a Term or FH¥es twesty und thitty Years s ang vet don't ua-

e’ ~and feveral Things init, ¢s1 fhll be ready to
Coudition of our continuing zmr*'({ as form:'rlv .ve 2 Particular 4Acceunt when dei;. ‘A. I'm afraid

The other Part upon as good grounds, may ¢- therefore, that moft of our Candidates muft fubfcribe
fteem 1t an[mpaj tion, 10 /' ol‘] 'd to continuz 1 ’mﬁfo d, orbe k=pt out of theMiniftry frem jivinci-
the Negle of what n Conle: ence thoe conceive B¢, Neceltv.  Aud s this to receive one anuther, as

i‘ allo recsiv’d us to the Glar of God Rom. xv. F?
to ke (dl the Cﬂr&’ now ’f‘"”!f/ a nes »[7“7')' D”t‘v' s th‘echnntablv to bear with {\I us differring Senti-

1Mcumbent upon them. T anfver, Whrever think »ms in Mutters not effential, as the Apofile requires,
1t their Duty, fhail have mv free Vote, to f.}b- s i, 1§ 162
fcribe with both Hundls 1f thev lpdﬁ;- But I F'S Suppoir me if vou pleafs a w:ak Rrotier, in my

b £ v 1 R - anfcie .tious Oproﬂ'wn to Sublcription. Will my
Ope ncne ob you wi imagine your {clves Weikiefs and Mifiake in thi s Matter, juftify the Synoi

bound » ‘ in
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in exeludigg me their ? ehowﬂuy, in éxvofing me st 8
Hev:tic to the Jpaloufizs and Ceuiures of my Congregis
tions and in doing what thev can, to render mv Minis
. nfelefs for the future? Is this gre: cabie to tte A
pofties Rule, Kem. xiv. 1. I{ :h.s muti b: the Cafe, a
weazk Brother 15 ina fad Dikkmma. E.ther he muit xub-
icribe againft his Confciznde, oatrar: to Rom. xiv. u’d
or clfec be perfecut:d for h's Weakne's. If you a.nfwc
te this, thlwea. Fijinrcn are no viaies qualified for
the Minifiry. T replv. Tho' I couid wifh that there
were fewer in this awfu! Trait. who deferve that ge-
neral Chara&er: rt he »uit b« firon. Mau inde
that bas ro particular Feata s, The ¢greatefl Menhave
difiovered th.mf-i~es coitevpi bl aw:ak in fome par-
ticular Opinions. zud *his .y be e’ther vour Caie,
or mine, in this 2r- Afair u .der 1) bate, fur ou.h
sither of us xnow 10 the coutrarv. Qrhers (and n
we ouf felves) ra . be Jud -5 of that Mutcr

I think vh«it I hive vireed. oder'd ' uidantle fuf-
ficient to difpof s ~ou of our un-utt Claim *o impofing
upon other Meus Conicicic.s 1 therztore omit meny
other Argumests, that mi 3l have been brou:. It to the
fame Purpole.
. Upon the whoic tte . “110° Y hace a hivher Opision
of ihe Ajfembli:c co.) F 1 kv of an - Bosk of ihat
kind extant in ttc Wo .d et T da<"t think ¢ perfed.
I know it to bz the IVt s or fiible Men. wid
know of no Lav» citho- .1 <ehy:on ur Rears:s, that
bliges me to furixrid- - .

Thus Sir vou ‘h ¢ (o™ of m - S atimen's upon th.g
Matter, if vou can’: srjrove " m. T h I not onfi't uy
en vour .‘mbj.r:.:. v h m. lo:d roure of ey the
fame Charity » 1 p-- for me, 1hu 1 heie for ; ou
wh,r'h is but Jusie cu 1o

Your Rro h-r

Fliz.abeth-T.~s:a, and Servant
Arril 1o, voia

FONATHAN DICKINSON.



