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PREFACE,

A DIALOGUE'BETWEEN THIS BOOK AND
: A CITIZEN.

Citizen, Well my little fellow, what have you to say
to us?

Book. Plenty, sir, such as it is. ¥am like Elihu, full
of matter.’ .

Cit. I’1l warrant there is something to pay—Are yon

going to bring strange things to our ears, and to be a
getter forth of strange Gods?
. Book. 1 intend to tell you all about the Millennium.
I am piping hot from the press; and you know the old
proverb, ¢“The proof of the pudding is in eating it.”
You had better buy me, sir; you will not begrudge your
money, once you read me over carefully; however, 1 ex-
pect 1 will be like St. John’s little book, sweet as honey
in your mouth, and bitter in your belly. If you have a
few cents to spare, here’s at you.

Cit. Do the people like you pretty well?

Book. That is indeed a pretty question for a sensible
man to ask. Do you regulate your taste by the taste of
the people? However, I can tell you honestly, that some
say I am a fine little book; others say, nay; but that }
have a devil, and am mad. Doctors differ you know.
Indeed I heard a man say the other day, that even if
some of the preachers would either buy or borrow me,
- I might do them some good. You know that some of
them have need of instruction as well as other people.
He is a very wise man who knows every thing.

Cit. Hold your tongue, you little prattling regue, and
let the preachers alone; for if you offend them with your
impertinent gab, the rats and mice will eat you up before
the people will buy yon. Our preachers are counted
very sensible men; and they have as much authority over
the people as the Centurion of old had over his soldiers;
they can say to one, go, and he goeth; and to anether,
come, and he cometh; and to their servants, do this, and
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they do it. 'Therefore I advise you to hold your tongue,
and say nothing about them.

Book. I think, sir, you had better hold your tongue
too; for you are worse than fam. Iremember very well
what old Luther said,—¢‘‘Every man is born with a Pope
in his belly.” Ah, uir, if I had only come from the pen
of some great man, who was rich, grand, and popular,
and whose word is a law, I would not value the mice
and rats; I would run over the country like fire in a Prai-
rie, in a windy day. N :

Cit.- What odds is it who the author of a book is, if
he only tells the truth? A shepherd’s dog may bark; and
truth is truth, let who will tell it. And truth ought
always to he believed; and respected.

Book. True enough, sir. But you know that truth
bas always had to cut its way through the world. And
when a man gets angry, itis very often ¢ruth that offends
him.

Cit. But we are off the subject. Tell us what you
intend to do. :

Book. Why, sir, you know I must promise pretty well
at first; and then perform as well as I can. It would
also look humble and modest for me to say ‘Through
the help of God,” so that if I should happen to make a
bungle of it, I may have achance of throwing the blame
off myself. ‘ .

Cit. But you surely have no notion of telling lies, by
promising every thing, and after all, performing nothing
worth reading?

Book. No, no; I will try my very best, according to
my opportunity and abilities; and if I fail in my per-
formance, I will be found trying.,

- Cit. Well, what do you promise to do?

Boal:. Put on your spectacles, sir, and look at the title
page, and you will see what I promise to do.—If I do
all that is there stated, I hope sir, you will think that
you have got double the worth of your money.

Cit. (After reading the four articles in the title page.)
I would surely wish to own and read such a book, pro-
vided these subjects are treated in a masterly manner.
And do you think you can perform all this, secundum
a-l'tem? ’ ]
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Book. I can try it, sir. Fortune favors the brave, you
know. . ' :
Cit. I suppose you go on a new plan; and you follow

your own compass?

" Book. No, sir, I followed the OLp Book. I let the
prophets dictate, and all I had to do, was to follow them.
It is true they led me through some rough places, but I
scrabbled along as well as I could.

Cit. The OLp Book is a very good compass, I con-
fess; but sometimes writers and preachers put their own
magnet to the needle, and make it veer about according
to their own notions. May be you have done so too.
And, if you have, the OLp Book has done you but little
good.

Book. Well, sir, you are the doctor; buy a book and
read it, and then you can judge for yourself. Kor afew
cents, you may try me to the bottom.

Cit. But I can borrow a book of my neighbor, and
read at his expense.

. Book. So you can, and many a one does so; and they
who borrow books, often throw them about, and give
them to their children, and blacken and tear them more
in a few weeks, than the owner would do iu twelve

‘months. And I am afraid that a man who has not heart
enough to buy a little book, would not have bottom enough
in him to depend on his own judgment.

Cit. 1 generally buy when I am able, and have a
chance to do so. But we have a number of very learned,

* good old anthors, who have told us already all about the

Millennium, whose opinions have stood the test of ages,
and you had better take care not to differ, in your notions,
with those staunch old fellows who are so orthodox, and
so very learned. '

Book. T am not disposed to differ from any body, un-.
less I am of a different opinion. Among imperfect men
there will always be room for improvement; and I have
no notion that wisdom will die with any of us. I care
not how sensible, and learned, or how old any man is;
only let me stand on his head, and little as I am, I can
see farther than he can. .
~ Cit. You must be a curious book, and ¥ will take one
any how.

Book. . Thank you, sir; and may God bless you.



DA ennium,

THE grand object which God has in view in all his
works, is the manifestation of his glory. Consequently
we must nécessarily conclude, that whatever gives us the
greatest display of the glory of God, is the greatest
work of God. The creation exhibits the almighty pow-
er, and the infinite knowledge and wisdom of the great
author of our existence; but his justice, truth, and good-
ness, and the infinite holiness and purity of his nature,
are clearly revealed in his word, and exhibited in all the
requisitions of his will to mankind.

But of all the works that God has ever performed, and -
made known to the children of men, the wonderful plan
of redemption gives, by far, the greatest display ef the
glory of the Deity. God es our Creator is great and
glorious; but Ged as our Redeemer appears, in the plan
of the gospel, infinitely amiable, and divinely excellent,
To fallen spirits God must appear in all the grandeur of
terrible majesty; but to a ransomed sinner he appears
possessed of every thing that renders him divinely great,
adorable, and lovely. Redeeming grace is a darling
theme; it fills all heaven with astonishment; it is the
admiration of angels, and the inexhaustible theme of all
the ransomed sons and daughters of Adam. Jesus Christ
is the darling of heaven, and the glory of the church.
He is the great Vehicle, or Medium, through whom the
infinite glory of the invisible Deity is communicated to
finite capacities; ¢in him dwelleth all the fullness of the
godhead bodily, and he is the brightness of his Father’s
glory, and the express image of his person.”?
~ From the account which the scriptures give us, it evi-
dently appears, that the supreme glory of the Deity is
intimately connected with, and dependent on the media-
torial glory of Christ. It is true, God is essentially
glorlous independent of all his werks, and of all the
creatures he has ever formed. His essential glory cone
sists in his being possessed of all perfection, and in the
possession and contemplatien of his divine perfections

—
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he is infinitely happy, 'and would have been so to

eternity, even if he had never formed a creature.—
But what we mean by the glory of God, is what is
c¢alled his declarative glory, to wit, the exhibition of
his divine perfections, which he is pleased to make
to his intelligent creatures, As God has seen fit to
make himself known to his creatures, his glory required
that he should make himself known to them as a God
sessed of every excellence; otherwise he could not
appear- glorious to them. Therefore, to manifest his
power, he must perform powerful works; to show forth
his wisdom, he must act wisely; to show his justice, he
must act justly; to show his truth, he must be faithful to
his word; se likewise to show his benevolence and ten-
der mercy to us guilty sinners, he must redeem us, and
exercise his pardoning grace towards a lost and ruined
world. But he must net contradict the principles of
justice in showing mercy, for it would be unjust for him
to do-so. If he is merciful fo all, he must be just and
merciful both, or he would tarnish his glory; because
justice is the fundamental perfection of the Deity. God
could be glerious without ever extending mercy; for there
18 no moral obligation on God to be merciful; but he could
not be glorious without being just, because there is a
moral obligation on every intelligent being ever to act
_L;;stly; therefore, if God has any regard to the glory of
" his name, he mugt act forever, and in every respéct, ac-
cording to the correct principles of justice and equity.
Herein lies the grand. mystery of the gospel, and the
mediatorial glory of Christ, that God can be jusf, and
the justifier of him who believetH in Jesus. It requited
wisdom and power to create the world; it requires jus-
tice and gpodness to make the angels in heaven happy;
1t required justice and power to expel t.c¢ sinning angels
from heaven; it required justice and truth to expel Adam
out of Paradise; ‘but it required the combination of wis-
dom, power, justice, truth, goodness, love and boundless

mercy and compassion, yea, we may say, it required the’
energy of all the perfections of Deity, to redeem a sin-

ner from death. Hence with great propriety the heaven-
Iy host sung, at the Redeemer’s birth, ““Glory.to God in

the-!lighest;” and Jesus said, “Now is the son of man -
gluxzﬁzd, and God is glorified in him—Father, the hour -
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is come, glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify
thee:”” and the apostle Paul says, that ¢God gives us the
light of the kriowledge of the glery of God in the face
of Jesus Christ.” :

Inasmuch as the declarative glory of God depends
principally on the glory of Christ as a Mediator, we are
to consider what constitutes the mediatorial glory of the
Redeemer, which in such a peculiar manner displays the
glory of the Deity. The glory of Christ as a Mediator,
consists in two particular things. 1st. In what he has
done, as the great Redeemer of his people. 2dly. In
the glory and greatness of his church, and kingdom, as
the grand consequence of the work of redemption.

1. ‘The fundamental glory of our Redeemer is the
great atonement which he has made on the cross for the
redemption of sinners. 'The death of Christ is the foun-
dation of his kingdom, and the ground work of all his

"y, and of the glory of his church. There-
says, (Is.liii. 10—12) ‘“‘Because he hath
soul unto death, he shall see his seed, he
is days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall
hand. He shall- see the travail of his

_ | be satisfied. Therefore will I divide
him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil
with the strong.” And Paul says, (Phil. ii. 8—11)
¢‘He humbled himself and -became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross; therefore God also hath
highly exalted him, and given him a name which is
above every name; that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, and every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” And
in Heb. ii. 9. he says, ““We see Jesus, who was made a
little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death,
crowned with glory and honor.” Christ was glorious in
his resurrection, and in his ascension, and he is glorious
in being forever seated on the right hand of God; in his
making continual intercession for his people, and in his
having made ample provigion for the complete salvation
of his church.

2. The glory of Christ consists in the respectability of
his church. If the church were a trifling, degraded, or
disrespectable object, and if it were to continue to be so,
even far inferior to the kingdoms of the world, or the
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kingdom of Satan, it would be an eternal disgrace to the
cross of Christ, and an everlasting discredit to the plan
of the gospel. Christ is the head of the church; and
make the church inglorious, and you make the head of
the church inglorious also; so that Christ can never be
glorious in what he has done, and is still doing, unless
the church become glorious, which is the grand object of
all his sufferings. If, therefore, Christ would become
glorious through the gospel, he must make his church
glorious.

‘We are next to consider wherein the glory of the
church ¢onsists. The church is glorious internally, and
externally. 'The internal glory of the church consists in
the grand and solid foundation on which she is built.
Christ erucified is her foundation, and her eternal honor.
2. In the greatness of that salvation which is conferred
on guilty sinners. '8. In the justifying and sanctifying
effects of divine grace on the hearts of all the subjects
of true faith in Christ. 4. Intherich and free overtures
of salvation to a lost world, who hear the gospel. 5.
She is glorious in having the word of God as the stan-
dard of her faith, government, and practice; and in hav-
ing the administration of the ordinances, and institutions
of the gospel of Christ. 6. She is glorious in the grace
and power of the Spirit of Christ accompanying the word
and ordinances of the gospel, to the conversion of sin-
ners, and to the nourishment and edification of the chil-
dren of God. Y. She is glorious in the constant care,
and kind protection of heaven, in conducting and sup-
porting her under trials, dangers, and persecutions, and
preserving her from becoming a prey to Satan, and the
wicked world. 8. She is glorious in possessing and
enjoying all the promises of the word of God, both as to
the establishment of christians in the hope and comfort
of the gospel, and also as to the future glory of the
kingdom of Christ. And in the last place, the comfort,
peace, and joy, of believers, through life, their hope and

:.! consolation in the hour of death, the glorious hope of a
‘blessed resurrection at the last day, and the divine pros-

pect of immortality and eternal happiness in heaven for-
ever, is, and has always been the boast, and the glory of
the Redeemer’s kingdom. .
These are glorious things indeed, and these things
may well be said to constitute the internal, or essential
2
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glory of the church of Christ, and will forever remder
the kingdom of the Redeemer glorious in the sight of
God, and in the eyes of all who love, and pray for the
welfare of Zion. ‘ :

But, secondly, the church is not only internally glori-
ous, but she also has an external glory, which she claims
of her Lord and Redeemer, according to the promises
and predictions of his word; of which she has, as yet,
enjoyed but a very small part; but Christ must give her
the whole, in due time, according to his word, in order
to support and maintain his own glory in the eyes of the
church, and in the eyes of the world. 'Fhis glory con-
sists in magnitude, extent, numbers, and duration. Ev-
ery candid man who is at all acquainted with the Bible
must know that all these things are promised to the
church; and every man with the least honesty must ac-
knowledge that the church has never enjoyed these things
in any degree that is up to the evident meaning of the
prophecies of God. Compared with the world, compared
with earthly kingdoms and empires, and especially com-
pared with the kingdom of Satap, the church has never
been either extensive or numerous, nor has she ever been
respectable in the world. 'The church has had four
seasons of special favor, and what we call her glorious
times; to wit, the time of the apostles, the time of-Con-
stantine the great, the time of the reformation from popery,
and the present time. We admit indeed that these times
are long to be remembered; yet with all, they are, and
have been, for the most part, miserable times, in many
respects. 'The apostles had to wade through bloody
persecution every step, and to purchase every inch of
ground they gained at the expense of their lives. The
reformers had to do the same. In the days of Constan-
tine the church enjoyed peace it is true; but she was al-
most carried away with the dismal flood of error and
delusion, which the Serpent cast out of his mouth, to
overwhelm her, and instead of being an honor to Christ
she became a nursery of popish principles, which
grew so fast that in the course of a little more than two
centuries afterwards the Pope of Rome began to sway
his ghostly sceptre over the christian world, and drove
the woman into the wilderness, where she has remained
to this day. As to the nresent time, the church has cn-
joyed the longest, and the greatest season of peace that
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ghe ever did in the world. Tn our happy country she is
left to enjoy liberty of cor ' ' Dretected by

the laws of the land. Ye in mourning
every day; she dwells wi is, and the
Devil has his empire arou g lher mem-
bers there are few, compa who are the
true disciples of Christ; a :m the privi-

leges of the gospel less than they do the mules of bui-
den, or the dogs of the chase. 0, my God! is this the
glory of Zion? No: When the time to favor her is come
kings and queens shall bow before her, and lick the very
dust of her feet.

1t is true we are not to despise the day of small things;
the church’s glaory is yet before her; all the promises of
God are in her favor; and we must wait with patience
till deliverance come out of Zion. 1t is not forus to pry
into the councils of heaven, or to pretend to scan the
dispensations of Providence; we pretend not to say why
God, in his infinite wisdom, has permitted Satan to reigu
over the whole world for nearly six thousand years, and
has suffered his church to languish in disgrace, and
affliction; but so it has been; our eyes have seen it, and
our ears have heard-it. But confiding in the wisdom,
justice, goodness, and faithfulness of heaven, we know
that he acts for his glory, and for the greatest benefi:.
and the highest honor of his church. He got a great
name by bringing the children of Israel out of a deplora-
ble state of bondage, and Israel was greatly henored by
it, and the songs of the church ta this day celebrate the
‘wonders which God performed by the hand of Moses,
And there is no doubt but the song of the Lamb will be
a glorious response to the song of Moses, when Christ
shall deliver his church from the cruel tyranny of Satan
and the Pope of Rome. (See Rev. xv.-1—4.)

From the view that we have taken of the church, and
from the view which the promises of God give us of her
future glory, we conclude that although the . church has
waded through nearly six thousand years of affiiction,
and has marked her footsteps through the wilderness with
blood, until she has almost forgotten the proiised time
of her deliverance; yet the time of her nuptials will soon -
ceme. Her glorious Bridegroom will soon mount his
white horse,- and he will come in faithfulness, truth and
righteousness to the destruction of the kingdom of Satan,
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and he =™ ' d and affticted bride

with gl This happy time is

called s important period of

the cht i attention. ‘
Ind ct, we will inquire;
LY ' -
1L

III. How long it will last; and
1IV. How, it will end.

INQUIRY I,

WHAT WILL THE MILLENNIUM BE?
SBCTROXY I,

We now proceed to inquire what the Millennium wil}
be. , Co

This is a very important inquiry indeed, and truly in-
ieresting to the church, and to all-the world. In' the
three ﬁrst centuries of the christian church, the doctrine
of the Millenmium was embraced with avidity, and re-
lied upon with great confidence. During the prosperity
of the church, in the time of Constantine the great, and
some of his successors, there was so much empty trash, . -
and such a medley of whimsical fancies attached to this
doctrine, that it fell into discredit, and became an object
of ridicule; and, finally, the Pope of Rome, when he
came to the chair of St. Peter, discarded the notion of
the Millennium altogether, as opposed to his_diabolical
kingdom. At the time of the reformation this doctrine
revived again, and has been believed in the protestant
churches ever since. It is to be lamented that too many
men of fruitful invention and fanciful 1magma.tmn have,
in all ages of the church, brought the glorious doctrine
" of the Millennium into dxsrepute, by their wild enthusi-
astic notions, and empty theories, and exposed to ridi-
cule and reproach, that honerable state of the church,
which, according to the genuine sense of the word of
God, will be the superlative excellence of Zion, and the
most exalted glory of the kingdom of Christ, in this
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world. But, as Mr. Lewman well observes, *If we
take care to apply the prophecies in an easy and natural
sense, we will rectify the mistakes, and prevent the dan-
gerous errors, that some may have fallen into, by indulg-
fug too far an unreasonable fancy and umgrounded ima-
gination; and the true Millennium will-he very far from
an unreasonable doctrine, or a dangerous enthusiasm.”

The Millennium will undoubtedly be the supreme glo-
ry of the kingdom of Christ; it will be all-important to
the church, and to the human race; and in all probability
it is now so near at hand, that the whole world of man-
kind ought to turn their attention to it as a matter of uni-
versal concern. 'There is no man on earth but is, and
ought to be, interested in this subject. Pagans, Mahom-
etans, Jews, and Christians, are all deeply interested,
and even Deists and Atheists themselves, with all their
infidelity, will find before very long, that Jesus Christ,
their despised Galilean, will come in the glory of his
gospel, when every knee shall bow to him, and every
tongue confess, te the glory of God the Father. 'We live
now in the time of the reign of Satan; and, excepting the
poor, afflicted, and despised church of Christ, the whole
race of Adam since the fall has been held under the do-
minion and control of the old Serpent; atd will continue
so until Satan is bound in the bettomless pit. Christ
has permitted the Devil to reign for nearly six thousand
years, and has permitted him to bruise his heel, until his
church has stained the world with her bloody footsteps,
wading through Satan’s dominions, constantly pursued
and harrassed with every species of distress and perse-
cution. 'While the strong man armed keepeth his palace

‘his goods are in peace; but a stronger than ke, we hope,

will soon come upon him, and overcome him, and take
his armor from him, and divide the spoil. ,

Upon the whele, we have reason and good grounds
from the word of Ged to conclude, that there is a time
approaching which will be an honor to Christ, to the gos-
pel, and to the church, when Satan’s kingdom shall be
destroyed and the kingdom of Christ shall be glorious
over all the werld, and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of Ged. On this grand subject, which re-
lates to futurity, we must entirely depend on the prophets
for all our information; and we ought to be careful to
give the prophecies a modest, fair, and candid meaning,
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lest we intrude upon the world by introducing our own
vague, and unauthorized opinions, instead of what is pre-
dicted by the Spirit of truth. We will now take a view
of some of those general prophecies of scripture which
state the fundamental principles on which the church is
founded, and on the fulfilment of which her future great-
ness and glory depend. In Gen. iii. 15. we have the
first promise, and the first revelation of the gospel that
ever was given to a fallen world. ¢And I will put en:
T sen thee and the woman, and between thy seed
ed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
: heel.” 'The seed of the woman is Jesus
' 10 was born of a virgin, having been miracu-
' ceived, and not begotten by natural generation:
>fore not the seed of the man, but of the wo-
______ ¢ not being a covenant head, her seed; which
was Christ, was born out of the limits of the broken co-
venant, and consequently he was born in a state of - per-
fect innocence. (Luke i. 35. compared with Heb. vii. 26
—28. and 1 Pet. i. 19.) In Christ, all who ever will be
saved, are comprehended as his spiritual seed; and Christ
is here spoken of as the head of his church, and as one
with his church. Christ in this capacity or character is
said to bruise the Serpent’s head, and the Serpent is said
to bruise his heel. 'The Serpent is the Devil, or Satan,
taken in connection with all the wicked in every age and
nation of the world, who will be lost; these wicked men
are the Serpent’s seed, who, with Satan, as their head,
are always at enmity with, and opposed to Christ and

his church, and they will bruise the heel of Christ as the
head of the church, and representative of his people. ‘
It is evident that in this text, Christ, and Satan are
represented as competitors for a kingdom. Satan had
involved Adam and his posterity in a state of rebellion
against God, and.brought them under his dominion;—
Christ, the seed of the woman, is engaged in this pro-
mise to deliver them from the fatal dominion of the Ser-
pent, and to reinstate them in the favor of God, and bring
them back again to a state of obedience to their Creator.
It is engaged in this promise, that Satan’s head shall be
bruised, or wounded, which means, -that Christ will
mortally wound him, dethrone him, and put him down,
and take his kingdom from him; and bring mankind into
subjection to God. But it is stated also that a remnant
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of mankind'should be lost, which is called the seed of
thé Serpent; but this remnant will be very small, and
only sufficient to injure the cause and kingdom of Christ
in a very small degree, such as a bruise or wound on the
heel, which does not affect the life, and is eventually but
very little inconvenience to the body. 'Thus it is plain,
from the statement of this text, which exhibits the whole
plan of the gospel, in miniature, that a very small injury
will be received by the fall, and that a very small rem-
nant of mankind will be lost through the wicked exer-
tions of Satan to destroy them; and with all his malevo-
lent opposition to Christ and his cause, the church will
only receive a little bruise on her heel, and mankind will
be generally brought into the glorious kingdom of the
seed of the woman. '

We may further observe, that the doctrine of universal
redemption is evidently contradicted in this text; because
the seed of the Serpent will forever be at enmity with
Christ and the gospel, and will be lost; their number will
be but few; yet there will be enough to bruise the heel of
Christ, and to contradict the doctrine of the universal
restoration of all men. The reader will also notice that
generally speaking, all the promises after this, speak in
round terms, without any exception; but this is the ori-
ginal, and the radical promise of the gospel, in which
there is expressly stated a small exception to the univer-
sal effect of the gospel among mankind, and admits of a
small remnant as the seed of the Serpent, and this ex-
cepfion must be carried through the whole of the promises
with respect to the universality of Christ’s kingdom, as
thi?1 is the original ground on which all the promises are
made. . '

Christ’s bruising the Serpent’s head, and the Serpent’s
bruising Christ’s heel, are generally applied to Christ,
and Satan, individually, and persomally, when Christ
died on the cross. Tt is thought, that he then bruised
the head of the Serpent; and that the Serpent bruiced
his heel. -And it is indeed virtually true that Christ did
bruise the Serpent’s head on the cross, by making a com-
plete atonement for sin; but it is not true in~fact. By
making the atonement, he prepared the effectual weapon
by which Satan will be defeated; but it is by the appli-
cation of . the atonement that his head will be broken. If
the death of Christ were not applied for the salvation of
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the elect, Satan would still hold his dominion; but the
application of the atonement by faith to sinners, is what
will destroy his kingdom, and bruise his head. Thus
we clearly see, that although Christ has been crucified,
and the effectual weapon fully prepared; the Serpent’s
head is not yet bruised, for Satan still reigns over the
world; and he could still say, consistent with truth, as
he once said to Christ, ‘“All the kingdoms of -the world
are given to me.” (Luke iv. 5, 6.) The application of
Salvation to a few, would no more defeat Satan, than the
taking of a few prisoners from the Macedonian phalanx
would have defeated Alexander the great. Christ has nev-

er yet done any thing, but prepare the effectual weapon,

(to wit, the atonement) and took a few prisoners from
Satan; he has bruised his heel, but he has not yet touched
his head; Satan reigns over the world still (except a lit-

- tle flock,) with infernal triumph and glory.
The triumph of Satan over the world would truly be
xa fatal stroke on Christ’s heéad, and all that the gospel
has yet done in the world, would be only a bruise on the
Serpent’s heel, were it not for the Millennium. But the
vast glory of the gospel in the latter day, and the univer-
sal triumph of the cross over the whole world for a thou-
sand prophetic years will effectually turn the scale. It
will level the stroke against the very head of the Serpent,
and Christ in the glorious conquest of his church over
mankind, will only suffer a small loss of a few of the
fallen race of Adam, to wit, the seed of the Serpent,
whom his sovereign council consigned over to destruc-
tion, as an awful warning to the Universe, of the fatal
. effects of rebellion against the government of God. This

" small retrenchment, appointed for wise reasons, no doubt, '
as a petty set-off from the universal restoration of the

fallen race, operates on the church as a bruise on the
heel, in consequence of the effects of that enmity, spite,
and malice, that will forever exist between the seed of
the Serpent and the seed of the woman. The cause of
Christ, his church, and kingdom, has been suffering in

the world, for nearly six thousand years, and will suffer

until the Milleahnium commences, and until then Satan
will reign in triumph. Pagans, Papists, Mahometans,
Jews (in their present state) and infidels, and wicked
men of every description, are all engaged in the Serpent’s
cause, and the poor degraded little flock of Christ has to
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17

go daily in sackcloth and suffer all the obloquy and scorn

that the seed of the Serpent can cast upon them. Good
God! were it not that this glorious promise is to be ful-

filled in.the destruction of Satan’s kingdom, our adora-

ble Redeemer, and his glorious cause would suffer eter-

nal disgrace and infamy; and the Serpent, and his cursed

crew would triumph over the world in spite of all the

blood of the cross. But let the church only wait a few
years longer (and I believe it will be only a few) and she
will be clothed in her nuptial robes, and her glorious

Bridegroom will assume his exalted prerogative as King
of Kings and Lord of Lords; then shall she know what
is meant by these emphatical words ‘“The seed of the
woman shall bruise the head of the Serpent.”

. From this original promise we pass on to the promise
which 6God made to Abraham. Gen. xii. 8. “And in
thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”” In chap.
xxii. 18, this promise, or covenant, was confirmed to
Abraham hy an oath. By myself have I sworn, saith
the Lord, (v. 16.) that in blessing I will bless thee—and
in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.””

This promise was renewed to Isaac, chap. xxvi. 4. ¢In
thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.
It was again renewed to Jacob, chap. xxviii. 14. “In
thee, and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth
he blessed.” This remarkable promise was a special
part of that neble covenant which God made with Abra-

ham, which was the foundation of the Jewish church,

and by which Abraham was constituted the father of the
nation of Israel, and the spiritual father of all believers.

Lt is evident frem the construction of St. Paul, (Gal. iii.

16.) that Abraham’s seed was Christ. Therefore, the

promise is, not-only that Abraham should be the progeni-

tor of Christ, but also, that all the families of the earth

shonld be:blessed in Christ. This is a very extensive

promise indeed. David alludes to this promise in Psalm

Ixxii. 17. “His name shall endure forever—as long as-
the sun; and men (or rather, all families and nations)

shall be blessed in him; all nations shall call him bless-«
ed.” 'To this cevenant there is an allusion in Jer. xxxi.

1, ““At the same time, saith the Lord, will I be the God

of all the families of Israel and they shall be my peo-

ple.” To this covenant St. Peter alludes in Actsii. 25,

26. and alse St. Paul in Gal. iii. 8, 9, 14—18. and in-
Rom. iv. . 3
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1t is very evident that according to the promise of this
covenant, Jesus Christ will be a blessing to all the na-
tions, and families of the earth; and that the blessing of
the Messiah is not to be confined to the nation of Israel;
but it is to be extended over the whole race of Adam.
‘What shall we say? will the blessings of the gospel of
Christ be extended to all mankind, both Jews and Gen-
tiles, without exception? No; but the exception will be
comparatively so few and trifling that it is considered as
not worth naming. - General rules mostly admit of ex-
ceptions, but they are so small that they are not counted
worthy of being mentioned. So we say, that mankind
is a-race of rational intelligent beings; so they are gene-
rally, but not universally; there is a small number of
lunaticks and idiots among them, yet the general rule
holds good. So itis said of Sennacherib’s army ¢“When
they arose early in the morning behold, they were all
dead men.”” That is, the most of them were dead, a
few of them remained, and fled to. Ninevah. (2 Kings
xix. 85.) On this same principle Matthew and Mark
say that all the disciples forsook Jesus and fled, when
he was betrayed; yet it appears (John xviii. 15, 16) that
John and Peter did not forsake him. Jacob prophesied
that the sceptre showld not depart from Judah till Shiloh
would come; (Gen. xlix. 10.) yet there was an exception
of seventy years of the Babylonish captivity, when Ju-
dah was governed by the kings of Babylon. God said
to Noah ¢Seed time and -harvest shall not cease while
the earth remaineth;”’ yet there has been several instances
of drought and famine in several parts of the earth; yet
the promise generally stands good. 'The evangelist John
says Christ came to his own, and his own rereived him
not; that is, the generality of thé Jewish nation did not
receive him, but a few of them did. He also said, the
whole world lieth in the wicked one; (Greek) vet Christ’s -
little flock is an exception. Christ said ¢“And T, if L be
lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” The seed of the
Serpent -are excepted. When Jesus came riding into
Jerusalem amidst the hosannahs of the maultitude, the
Pharisees said ‘‘Perceive ye how yon orevail nothing?
behold the world is gone after him.” aT 'ie chief nriasts,
and the lawyers, and scribes, and  the m»mh-rs of the
_ Sandhedrim, were excentions to this general rnle. ¢I o
the way of all the earth,” said Dvid; vet Enoch and
Elijah are exceptions. See also Heb. ix. 27.
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T could easily enumerate hundreds of such instances,

as they are very common, both in the scriptures, and in
common language; and indeed I have been a little more
particular on this point, because it is to be feared, that
many texts of scripture are entirely misunderstood by
divines, and commentators, through inattention to this
important circumstance.
" We now return to the subject of God’s promise to
Abraham. Christ will be a blessing to all the families
and natious of the earth. 'This must be true, as a gene-
ral rule; and the exception must be comparatively so
small, that it will not affect the truth of such a general
promise to all the race of Adam. 'The truth is, we have
a right to admit the exception stated in the first original
promise, on which this, and all the other promises are
founded; and accordixfg to the statement in the first pro-
mise, as we have already seen, none but the seed of the
Serpent can be excepted,. and this is so trifling, that it
is compared to a slight bruise on the heel. Therefore,
excepting this, (for we dare go no farther) Christ will be
a blessing to the whole race of Adam.

But Satan has been reigning now nearly six thousand
years, and all the vastly numerous generations of the
world are lost, of course, excepting only the little flock
~ of Christ, the scattering few who have travelled the nar-
row way, and haye found the strait gate. 'This is an
undoubted fact, - Consequently this very circumstance,
awful as it is, does, when taken in connection with these
promises of God, mobt effectually demonstrate and es-
tablish the truth of the Millennium. This Millennium
must come so soon, and last so long, and be so univer-
sally glorious, as to save so many of mankind that all the
loss that has yet been sustain-d, or that ever will be sus-
tained, shall be no more than bruising the heel, when
compared with breaking the head. Italso clearly shows
us what the Millennium must be. It must, by a neces-
sary consequenee, be a glorious time of saving innume-
rable multitudes of sinners; otherwise there would he
more sinners lost than saved, and this circumstance could
never fulfil these promises of God. God cannot be true,
unless Christ wi‘? bruise the head of the Serpent, and
this is net done by dying on the cross, but. by applying
the merits of his death to the salvation of sinners, and
that net to a few sinners; but to so many as to dethrone
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Satan, and take his kingdom from him. God cannot be
true, unless Christ becomes a blessing to all the families
of the earth, excep.ing only the seed of the Serpent, to
bruise his heel. But how can Christ become a blessing
to sinners? Not by killing them and sending them to hell;
but by saving them from hell and taking them to heaven.
Christ came not to destroy men’s lives, but to save thems
he did not come to judge the world, or to condemn the
world, but to save the world. For him to destroy men’s
lives, for him to judge, and condemn the world, would
not be a blessing to the families of the earth, but a curse;
and consequently, hy being a curse, instead of a blessing, -
he would contradict instead of fulfil his promise to Abra-
ham. Therefore the Millennium must be a most glorious
time of ‘the gospel proclaiming salvation to the ends of the
earth, and extending the kingdom of Christ all over the
habitable globe.

In John xii. 32. Christ said ¢“And I, if I be lifted up
from the earth, will draw all men unto me.”” The evi-
dent sense is this; the death of Christ is the only ground
of the salvation of mankind. Therefore, in consequence
of the death that he was about to suffer for sinners, he
said that he would by the influences of his gospel, draw
the world of sinners (except as above, for that is as far
as we dare go) to believe on him to the saving of their
souls. We, therefore, see that this declaration of our
Lord is predicated exactly on the very ground of the ori-
" ginal promise to Adam, and the promise to Abraham.
And we are obliged, on the veracity of God’s word, to
say, that the whole world of mankind, generally speak-
ing, with a comparatively small exception, will be drawn
to Christ, and partake of the benefits of his death.

The apestle John says, (1 John iii. 8.) on this same
principle, and alluding to these original promises, ‘“The
Son of God was manifested, for this purpose, that he
might destroy the works of the Devil.” What was the
special design of Christ’s coming into the world, and
dying en the cross? It was to destroy, dissolve, nullify,
or bring to nought, the works of the Devil; to wit, te
bruise the Serpent’s head; to turn the carse into a bless-
ing on all the families of the earth; to draw all men from
under the dominion of Satan, to God, that they might
obtain salvation by faith in him. What are the works
of the Devil? The fall of Adam, and all the dismal cen-
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sequences of the fall; the sednction of*all mankind from
the government of God, their bondage to sin and Satan,
guilt, pollution and eternal ruin and misery, are all the
works ef the Devil. Jesus, the Son of God, came to
destroy and counteract them, and deliver mankind from
these horrible effects of the intrigues and delusions of the
wicked one. 'This must be done, or St. John 8 a liar,
(as he says) and Christ will fail in effecting the grand
object of his coming into the world. But this has never
yet been done; for the whole world, to this day, lieth in
wickedness, excepting only a comparative few, who have
been prevailed upon by the power of divine grace to em-
brace the gospel. ' )

The commission of the apostles has been fulfilling ever
since the day of Pentecost; but it has never yet been ful-
filled, but in a very trifling degree. Matt. xxviii.-19, 20.
“@o ye, therefore, teach all nations;” [MATHETEUSATE
PANTA TA ETHANE] bring all the nestions into a church
state; or into theological societies, B ptizing them,” &'c.
¢“T'eaching them to observe all things whatsoever I com-
mand you.” Mark xvi. 15. ¢“Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature.” Pase TE KTIsE13
to the whole creation, or to the whole world. Paul’s
commission to the Gentiles was very grand and explicit.
Acts xxvi. 18. ““To open their eyes, and to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto
God; that they may receive forgivenness of sins, and an
inheritance among them who are sanctified by faith that
is in me.”” 'These commands were given to the apostles
and their successors to the end of the world, and Christ
promised to be with them [Eos TEs SUNTELEIAS Tou
AIONOS, | even to the consummation of time. 'The apostles
began their career on the day of Pentecost, and spared
neither expense, labor, trouble, danger, persecution, nor
even the shedding of their blood, in fulfilling their im-
portant commission. Nearly eighteen hundred years
have been spent in preaching the gospel; since Christ as-
cetded to glory, and yet nothing like the one quarter of
the world is christianized to this day. It is supposed
that there are nearly eight hundred millions of people on
the earth at the present time, and the one half of them
are Pagans; the rest are Mahometans, Jews, and Chris- |
tians. 'The Mahometans are worshippers of the impos-
tor Mahomet, and are upwards of a hundred miilions in
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number. The Jews are violent enemies to Christ and
the gospel, and are very numerous; and even counti
Papists who are worshippers of the Virgin Mary, a:cgl
the images of angels, an1 canonized saints; and counting
the Greek churches in Asia, who are. very little better,
there are but two hundred millions of christians in the
world. But when we deduct the Roman Catholicks, and
the Greek churches, and all formal professors among the
Protestants, from the number of the disciples of Christ,
the number will be reduced to a little flock indeed, when
compared to Satan’s kingdom.

But according to the commission of our Lord, the whole
world is to be evangelized, and brought into a church
state. 'This has never been done, ner any thing like it.
Yet it must be done, or the apostles, and ministers of
Christ, even with Christ with them to the end of the
world, must fail of fulfilling their commission. Whatis
the matter? Is Christ, who has the hearts of all flesh in
his hand, not able to conquer Satan, and convert the
world? It is plain that the only reason why the whole
world is not converted to christianity is, the time is not
yet come. But it must come, and it will come, or Christ’s
commission to evangelize the world will be a mere bra-
vado, and would bring to our recollection the man wha
began to build, and was not able to finish. But it may .
be said, that the gospel has been preached in all the dif-
ferent quarters of the earth. So it has; but what great
things has it done, comparatively speaking? A number
of churches have been planted, and a number of souls
saved, it is true; but has all Asia, Africa, Europe, and
America been converted to God? Has the gospel convert-
ed the Jews? Has it converted the Pagans? No; not the
twentieth man of them! Has it converted the Mahomet-
ans? No; but the Mahometans have, in a great degree,
converted the Christian church, and turned their temples
into Mahometan Mosques! Has it converted the Papists?
A few of them were converted in the time of the refor-
mation. Has it converted the American Indians? Has
it converted many of the one million five hundred thou-
sand slaves in America? Alas! how little has the gospel
done in the world, these eighteen hundred years; and is
this all the ground that true religion has gained on.the
kingdom of Satan now for nearly six thousand years,
and after such pompous promises too? Surely, surely,
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-there must be a Millennium-coming, and a glorious one
for the salvation of poor miserable sinners! The misera-
ble state of the world calls for it, if God has any com-
passion in him for helpless sinners; the state of the church
calls for it, if Christ has merit enough in his blood to
save a guilty world; the promises of God call for it, if
there is truth and power enough in him to fulfil his word;
yea, the dignity of the cross, the honor of Christ, and
the glory of God, all require it. Therefore we may with
confidence rely upon it, that the time is fast approaching
when Christ will completely bruise the Serpent’s head,
and overturn his whole kingdom, and set up his gospel
kingdom, and eéxtend his dominion over the whole world,
and proclaim salvation to the ends of the earth; and when
in him, according to his promise, all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.

SBCTIAOA I

Commentstors have given us different opinions about
the Milleninm. Dr. Burnet, Bishop Thomas Newton,
Mr. Spalden, and some others, say, that Christ, at the
commencement of the Millennium, will literally descend
from heaven, and dwell with his church personally on
earth, and that he will raise the bodies of all the mar-
tyrs and saints from the dead, who, with the saints that
will be found alive, will constitute the kingdom of Christ
during the thousand years of his reign here below. They
also think that the wicked will not then be raised, and
that all the wicked on earth shall be slain, to make room,
for the righteous, who will be raised from the dead.
The resurrection of the martyrs they call the first resur-
rection. The second resurrection, they say, will be the
resurrection of the wicked, when the thousand years will
be finished, and Satan will be loosed out of his prison;
and some of them also say that the gospel will cease,
and all the means of grace, and offers of salvation will
be at an end, at the commencement of the Millennium.
Dr. Whytby, Mr. Lawman, Dr. Scott, Dr. Doddridge,
and many others, are of a different opinion. 'They think
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that Christ will not descend personally on earth, nor reign
literally over his church by his visible or corporeal pre-
gence, during the thousand years of the Millennium, nor
will the dead bodies of the martyrs and saints be literally
raised from the dead: But that Christ will reign in his
church by his spiritnal influences accompanying his gos-
pel in a very powerful, and extraordinary degree; and
that the whole world will be converted te christianity,
and the ends of the earth will see the salvation of God,
&c. Those who advocate a literal descent of Christ and
a literal resurrection of the saints and martyrs, &c. found
their sentiments on a literal construction of Rev. xx. 4
—7. On this solitary passage this strange hypothesis
depends; we will therefore examine it carefully, and see
whether it affords solid and sufficient ground for such an
opinion.

I saw the souls of them who were behcaded for the
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and who had
not worshipped the beast,” &c.—¢‘and they lived, and
reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of
the dead lived not again until the thousand years were
finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and
holy is he who hath part in the first resurrection; on such
the second death hath no power—and they shall reign
with him a thousand years. And when the thousand
years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his pri-
son.” 'To the idea of the souls of the martyrs living and
reigning with Christ, they add several passages in the-
21st chapter to prove the literal descent of Christ from
heaven to dwell with his saints en carth. Verse 3d.
¢‘Behold the tabernacle of God is ‘with men, and he will
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God
himself shall be with them, and be their God.” See
also verse 22d and 23d, and chap. xxii. 5.

First, we are to take notice that there are two kinds of
dead men spoken of in this passage; one is the martyrs
who were slain for the word of God; the other kind is
(s01 LotPOI) the rest of the dead. 'This remnant we find
in chap. xix. 21. “And the remnant (Hor LoIPOI) Were
slain with the sword of him who sat upon the horse.””
Thus we see that the mar'yrs were slain by their perse-
cutors; and the persecutors were slain by Christ in over-
throwing the beast and the false prophet. Jokn saw the
souls of one of these kinds of dead persons living and
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reigning with Christ. 1t is no strange, nor uncommon -
thing for a soul to live when the body is dead; but it
would be a very incredible thing to see a soul that never
dies rising from the dead; and out of the grave. But to
say that to see a soul of a man living, means that his body
was raised from the dead is truly begging the question
too barefacedly for an honest man either to say, or be-
lieve when it is said. And if I were to attempt to prove
the resurrection of the body, by the living of the soul,
I would not expect to succeed with men of good sense
and sound reason; John saw the souls of the martyrs
living with Christ, not their bodies. 'Where then is there
proof for a corporeal résurrection? There is not a single
syllable said about their bodies rising, unless we under-
stand the soul to mean the body; but this would require
proof. Thus this part of their theory falls to the ground.

¢But the rest of the dead lived not,” &c. This sen-
tence is evidently an illipsis; and according to the rules
of grammar it reads in full thus: “But the souls of the
test of the dead.” John is now speaking of the other
class of dead persons, to wit, the persecutors, who were
slain by the sword of Christ. Had he scen the bodies
of the martyrs liviug, and then said, the rest of the dead
lived not, we would have to understand him'as saying,
the bodies of the rest of the dead. But as he saw the
souls of the martyrs living, he must of course mean that
the souls of the rest lived not. 'Thus it evidently ap-
pears that there is no proof for the resurrection of the
dead bodies of the saints in the time of the Millennium,
nor of the rest afterwards.

But what are we to understand by the souls of the
miartyrs living and reigning with Christ, and the souls
of the rest of the dead living not? That we may have

ight views on this subject, we must consider, that the
beast, or the Pope of Rome," is not to be considered as
_one man, but a succession of men, occupying the same
power and authority. When the beast is slain by the
‘sword of Christ, it ddes not mean that the then reigning
Pope is killed; this may or may not be the case; butthe
meanjng is.that a succession of men will cease, and that
Chrigt will put an end to the papal power. The two
.wiinesses are not two individual men, but a succession of
the same kind of men; and when they die, .that sucees-
sion ceases, We find according to the prophecy, that

3
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immediately befoire the commencement of the Millenmium,
both the witnesses, and their persecutors; will be slaim;
thie persecutors will have killed the witnésses; and Christ
tind his army, will have killed the persecutors. See chap.
xi. 7, 19, 20, 24. At this dreadful time, the church will
be in a dormant state; the ministration of the gospel will,
in a great medsure, cedse, and the ministers of the church
will, no doubt, in 4 great degree, be actually killed, and
silenced by the violence of peérsecution. When Christ
in the dawful and glorious dispensation of his providence
will appear, not literally, but by térrible judgments, and
destroy the papal power; the Pope of Rome, and his
court of Cardinals will be totally routed, and the power
of popery, and of Mahomet will be completely destroyed.
This in all probability will be the state of the world when
the Millennium will commence. Satan, by whose power
and influence the Pope and Mahomét always acted, will
be ther chained; that is, Jesus Christ will lay an effec-
tual restraiiit wpon him; so that hé will not be permitted
to tempt and deceive the mnations any more; during the
thousand years. This will be the downfall of Satan’s
kingdom. 'Then the souls of the martyrs, or witnesses,
will begin to live. Christ will begin to shed abroad the
divine influences of his spirit on the hearts of men; which.
will revive the noble spirit of zeal, fortitude, and piéty,
which the old martyrs.and saints used to possess. ' Then
the souls of them who were beheaded for the witness of
Jesus will revive, that is, a blessed succession of pious,
zealous; brave, and spirited christians will spring up un-
der the blessing and protection of heaven, possessing the
same noble christian disposition and spirit, which for-
merly had possessed the witnesses of Jesus; and this no-
ble spirit will prevail all over the world, and continue to
rule‘in the hearts of men for a thousand mystical years.
But as Satan will be completely restrained, and mankind:
will be perfectly free from his deceitful tempfations; the
souls of the rest of the dead, that is, the old spirit of
Antichrist, will not revive again, until the thousand
years are finished. The temper and spirit of those who
had formerly persecuted, and killed the witnesses, lived
not; the spirit of persecution lay dormant, the Pope and
Mahomet had no successors until Satan was loosed, to
stir them up again, at the close of the Millennium. This
sense of the passage appears to me to be easy and natural,
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and appears evidently to command respect and credif.
Baut to say that the souls of the witnesses living, means
their bodies rising from the dead, is evidently wup-hill
work, and no man can climb it without torture, and un-
less he wishes to hold by a twig, like a drowning man,
to obtain a favorite objec{ '

In Malachi iv, 5. it was prophesied of John the Bap-
tist, “‘Behold I will send you Elijah the prophet.” The
Jews understood this literally; therefore, they sent mes-
sengers to John, who asked him, ¢“Art thou Elias? and
he said, I am not.” John was Elias in the sense of the
prophecy, but not litera]ly, as the Jews understood it.
They expected Elijah to came down from heaven; and
through this wrong construction of the prophecy, they
believed neither the divine authority of Johmn, nor of
Christ; and through a gross mistake, Herod beheaded
John, and the Jews crucified Christ. But the angel
gave to Zacharias the right meaning of the prophecy,
(Lukei. 17.) ¢‘And he shall go before him in the spirit
and power of Elias;”” the same pious, hold, austere, and
resolute spirit of Elijah shall be in John; and therefore
Christ said (Matt. xi. 14.) ¢“This is Elias who was to
come.” Iu this sense also the souls of the martyrs will
live, in their syccessors, who willlive and reign with
Christ a thonsand years. '

The prophet Ezekiel (Chap. xxxvii. 1—14) by a bold
prophetic emblem of a resurrection, predicted the return
of the Jews from the Babylonish captivity. Very few
of the Jews who were taken to Babylon returned, but
their children did; yet their retarn from their state of
captivity to Jerusalem was represented by the grand
figure of opening their graves, and raising them from the
dead. ““Therefore prophesy, and say unto them, Thus
saith the Lord God, Behold, O my people, I will open
Your graves, and cause you to come out of your graves,
and bring you, ipto the land of Israel.” The old Jews
who had died in Babylon never returned to their own
country; but gheir children did, who succeeded them;
f their successors ave represented as ris-
ad. So the successors of the beheaded
presented as living again in the first
by a siﬂar figure as that, -by which the

is repfesented as rising, in their pos-
¢ 3'(.}Lead, ang returning to their own landy

terity,. froj
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and as Elias is represented as coming down from heaven
by his spirit and power, in John the Baptist. ‘
But it is thought that because this is called the first
resurrection, it is therefore a literal resurrection of the
bodies of the witnesses from the dead; they take it for
granted, without a single syllable of proof, that the
second resurrection, is a resurrection of the bodies of the
wicked. They argue thus; if the second resurrection
be a literal one, the first resurrection must of course be
literal also.” This argument takes it for granted that
the second resurrection is a literal resurrection from the
dead. But let us dispute this point; then the basis of
the argument falls, and the argument is good for nothing.
I am truly surprised that such a learned and sensible
man 3s Bishop Newton should argue and attempt to
demonstrate his point on such flimsy ground. (See New-
ton on the prophecies, Vol. 2. p. 346 and 347.)
That a first ‘resurrection argues a second, I grant; but
I would beg leave to deny that either of them will be a
literal resurrection; because the text does not say so,
neither explicitly, nor by fair construction. And I hum-
bly affirm the contrary; and say that they will both be
mystical resurrections, to wit, the resurrection of souls
and not of hodies. “This is what the text means, and
farther it saith not; and I refer to the arguments already
. stated above. After the first and second resurrection,
we have an accurate account from the eleventh verse of
this chapter to the end, of a third resurrection, which is
called, the general resurrection of all, both good and bad,
and also of the final day of Judgment. ~And this account
contradicts their whole theory.’ This is a literal resur-
rection of the bodig's both of saints and sinners. ~ ‘And
I saw a great white throne, and him who sat on it
And I saw the dead small and great stand before God
——And the sea gave up the dead, which were in it,

and death and hell, [death and t] - d up
the dead which were in them; : dged
every man according to their work ntly
a plain literal account of the fina 1 the
dead, at the last day. 'Thousan | are
buried in the ocean, and many tl d in
the earth, in sepulchres and gra ether
it holds its victims in watery or ¢ rren-

ders its prey, of all sizes,"wges and
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the whole race of men, small and great, whoever have
died, and wherever buried, or however held in a state of
death, as Christ says, (John v. 28, 29.) ¢Shall come
- forth, they who have done good, unto the resurrection of
life, and they who have-done evil nnto the resurrection
of damnation.” The first resurrection is a spiritual one,
mctaphorically called a resurrection; it will be effected
by the spirit of Christ accompanying the gospel on the
hearts of sinners, causing them universally, (or at least
generally) to possess the true spirit of piety and religion,
Tike the martyrs of old, who stpod and bled and died for
the cause of Christ, 'The second will be a metaphorical
resurrection, and it might be called with propriety, a
diabolical resurrection, because it will be effected by the
influences of Satan loosed from his prison, inclining the
hearts of the children of men to evil, stirring them up to
persecute the church, with.the same disposition as used
to reign in the old heathens, Mahometans, and Papists.
The third and last resurrection will be a literal one,
effected by the almighty power of Christ, who will sound
his trumpet and summon all the dead, to come to Judg-
ment, when all, both quick and dead, shall be judged
according to their works. .

The abettors of this theory attempt to support their
point from 1 Thess. iv. 16. where Paul says, “The dead
in Christ shall rise first.” It is always a sign of a weak,
or a bad cause, when arguments are far fetched, or texts
. distorted to maintain it. Let us, however, examine this
passage. ““This we say unto you, by the word of the
Lord; that we who are alive and remain unto the coming
of the Lord,” [that is, we who remain alive when the
day of judgment comes] “‘shall not prevent” (PHTHA-
SOMEN, come before) ¢‘these who are asleep.”’” They will
not ccme to judgment before those who are dead. ¢For
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of -the archangel, and with the tramp of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” The dead
in Christ, means, all true believers who die interested in
Jesus; they shall rise first, before they who are alive will
be called, to meet the Lord. Those who are alive must
wait until the dead are first raised. ¢“Then,” when the
dead are raised, ‘‘we who are alive and remain shall be
canght up together with them;” both the living, and those
who were dead and are now raised, will bg¢ caught up
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together “In the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.?
So that the one will not come before the other; but all

~ will be in one company ¢‘and so shall we ever be with the
Lord.” If any man can see a first and second resurrec-
tion in this passage, he must have eyes good enough to
see a phantom; at least I must confess that he has keener
cyes than I have, :

It is always a happiness when we can find parallel
passages of scripture to confirm, and explain one ano-
ther. In the eleventh chapter of Revelations we have a
corresponding description of the Millennium, from the
eleventheverse to the-eighteenth, exactly coinciding with
the construction which Y have given to this passage. The
apostles sometimes paid but little attention to order in
their narratives, but often stated facts in a promiscuous
manner. The natural order of the facts stated in this
chapter is as follows, to wit; verses 7—10, 14, 15, 11—
13, 16—18. the 19th verse probably belongs to the next
chapter. First, we have an account of the Beast slaying
the witnesses, (ver. 7—10.) Then it is stated that the se-
cond woe is past. 'The woes were special judgments on
the Papal and Greek churches. The first woe was the
Saracens, or the Arabian Mahometans, who overran
Arabia, Egypt, Jerusalem, a great part of Asia, and part
of Europe. (Chap. ix. 1—12.) The second woe was
the Ottoman Turks, generally called the Euphratian
horsemen who overturned the kingdom of the Saracens,
overran all Asia, Africa, and a considerable part of Eu-
rope, and fixed their capital at Constantinople. (Chap.
ix. 13—21,) 'This woe is to continue until the time
when the final judgments of God will be ahout ta be
poured out on the Papal kingdom. This will constitute
the third woe, and will be the grand introduction of the
seventh trumpet, and will completely destroy. the king-
dom of Satan, the-Beast, and the false prophet. (ver.14,
15. Chap. xix. 17—21.) After the sounding of the

. trumpet, when the Pope will be destroyed, Christ will
hind Satan, and pour out his spirit upon the witnesses,
and raise them spiritually from the dead. Thus the
same spirit which were in the witnesses before they were
killed, shall arise in a glorious succession of men, who
will be witnesses for Christ and his gospel all over the
world. (Ver. 11, 12,) A greatrevolution will take place,
which is represented by. a .great earthquake, by which
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tevélution, the church of Rome will be brought to ruin;
and probably the city will be destroyed, and no doubt
thousands of the vassals of the Beast will be slain. (Ver.
13.) Then will the church of Christ, which is repre-
sented by the four an{@lyenty elders, rejoice and give
thanks to God, becaus: will have taken to himself his
great power to subdue his enemies, and reign over the
earth; (ver. 16, 17) and because the time was come to exe-
cute his judgments on the papal and antichristian nations,
who had been angry, and were violent persecutors of the
saints; and to vindicate the cause of the dead saints who
were revived in the spirit of the witnesses, who were
spiritually come to life; and to render his church glorious
and triumphant over her wicked enemies, as a blessed
reward given to the martyrs and saints, and all the
servants of God; because it will appear that the cause
for which the martyrs suffered and died will triumph
over the whole world, and finally prevail over all oppo-
sition. Ver. 18. A ‘
It is very evident that this chapter contains an account,
and gives a statement of the very same things which are
described in the first part of the twentieth chapter, and
shows the true meaning of it. Here the witnesses, who
had suffered for 1260 years, and had now come to the
close of their testimory, were killed and were lying dead.
These are the self same succession of men who, in the
twentieth chapter, were beheaded for the witness of Jesus
and for the word of God, and who would not worship the
Beast, nor his image, nor receive his mark, and their
souls lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.
These witnesses revived and stood upon their feet, and
were called to ascend up to heaven in a cloud, and their
enemies beheld them, and great fear fell upon their ene-
mies who saw them rising and ascending to heaven. All
agreé¢ that this is a spiritual resurrection, meaning that
the same spirit of religion will appear in a succession of
witnesses that will spring up in the church after the former
witnesses are slain. Bishop Newton acknowledges the
resurrection of the two witnesses, in chap. xi, to be figu-
‘rative. See vol. 2, p. 288, and 846. And no man
under heaven can tell how they can make the one. a
. spiritual resurrection, and the other a literal one, when
-nothing is more evident than that both are the very same
thing, and that the very same resurrection is predicted
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il both chapters. Upon the whole, I, for my part,
am thoroughly convinced that there is no scriptural
ground for a literal resurrection of the bodies.of the saints
at the commencement of the Millennium; and it is highly
improper to perplex the churgh §ith theories of such in-
teresting importance, when fhe#e is no graund for them
in the word of God, on a fair, candid investigation. At the
time whenr Burnet, Waple, Newton, and some others
wrote, there was a considerable time to go and come
on, before the Millennium would comwence, especial-
ly according to their calculatlon; they may be ex-
cused for letting their imagination play, and there was
plenty of time for their whimsical theories fo rise and
fall again without doing either much good ar harm to the
church. But now the Millennium is coming so nigh to
us, that we, have need to study the prophecies, amd
" understand them prepty well, that we may tell the truth,
and not deceive the’world with our own whimsical
notions, without good authority from the word of God. .

- 3BOTTON LT

Anothg‘r part of their theory is, that Christ will come
personally from heaven and dwell in his bedily presence,

with his risen martyrs and saints, during the thpusand
years of hisreign herebelow. I mustconfess that I feel
toe many substantial objections to this doctrine to admit
it. 'This doctrine is of too great importance, to be receiv-
ed on human authority, and nothing but the authority
of the bible can overthrow the ebjections which evident-
ly lie against it.

1. When Christ was with his disciples op earth, they

‘wished him to stay; and he no doubt would have stayed,
had he thought it expedient for him te do .so. But he
_ told them that it was expedient for them that he should

go away to his Father that he might send the comforter
unto them. Neither did the spirit come, in any great
degree until the day of Pentecost, and when Christ did
send him he was to abide forever, and his business is,
and ever will be, whila the world lasts, to convince the

’

/
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world of sin, of righteousness and of Judgment. There-
fore, the plan of God appears from the scriptures to be,
for Christ to go to his Father to intercede for his church
and people, and to sendglais spirit down to carry on the
affairs of his kingdom is spiritual presence, and for
him to occupy his seat 4t"iis Father’s right hand, as the
apostle says, ever to live to make intercession for us.
(heb. vii. 25, and x. 12.) Therefore for Christ to leave
his seat as our intercesseor, at his Father’s right hand,
before the general Judgment, would undoubtedly be
contrary to the plan which the scriptures has evidently
held up to our view. - Christ, according to this theory,
would cease to be our Interccessor before God. ‘The
Church would lose her Advocate before the Father, and
Christ would take the place which the scriptures have
always assigned to the Holy Spirit. To authenticate such
a change as this in the established economy of the gospel,
would require very strong and positive proof from the
word of God, before any man could believe it, who has
as weak faith as I have on such subjects.

2. For Christ to come in his second appearance before
the general Judgment, contradicts the general account
which the word of God has given us relative to the com-
ing of Christ, and the end of the world. Christ said to
the Jews (John v. 28, 29,) ‘“The hour is coming, in the
which, all who are in the graves shall hear his voice, and
shall come forth, they who have done geod, unto the
resurrection of life; and they who have done evil unto
the resurrection of damnation.” If Christ intended to
give us the idea, in this passage, that the second coming .
of Christ will be a thousand years before the final Judg-
ment, and that he will raise the righteous a thousand
years before the wicked, and that there will be two re-
surrections, one in raising the saints and martyrs, and
the other, a thousand years afterward, in raising the
wicked to pester the righteous a little season before he
will take them to heaven; his language is by no means
constructed so as to give us such ideas; and no man could
ever take such ideas from the words of this text, unless:
he had first formed his theory in his own head, and then- -
force the text, by absolute straining to agree with his no- *
tions.

'The parable of the ten virgins, in Matt. xxv. gives the
idva, that all the virgins si -mbered and slept until -the
.. 5
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bridegroom came. <“Fhen all those virgins arose and
trimmed their lamps,” and they were ill called at once
to go forth to meet the bridegroom. This by no means
comports with the idea -of a t nd years between the
resurrection of the righteons the wicked. Neither
does the parable of the talents thisidea. 'The wick-
ed and slothful servant at his Lord’s coming was judged at
the same time withthe faithful servants: and in the lat-
ter end of the chapter Christ gives us an accurate accouns .
of the whole process of the day of Judgment. <“When
the son of man shall come in hisglory, and all the holy
angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of - his
g'lo:]y; and before him shall be gathered all nations; and
he shall separate them one from another as. a shepherd
divideth the shecp fremy the goats; and -he shall set the
gheep on the right hand, and the goats on the left. Sure-
Iy, if we can understand language we can find nothing
here to favor, buf every thing to oppose the idea of twe
literal resurrections, and two literal comings of Christ.

In the parable. of the wheat and the tares we have a
very particular account of the -day of Judgment. (Mait.
xiii.) ‘‘Let both grow togsther till the harvest;”’ (the har-
vestis the, end ofthe world,) ¢‘And in the time of harvest}
will say to the reapers, gather first the tares, and bind;
them in hundles to burn them; but gather the wheat into.
my. barns.”. The parable of the net cast into the sea is
another description of the last day. The net is drawn,
tg shore; theysit down and. gather the good fish into ves-
sels, and cast the bad away, ¢‘Se shall it be in the end:
of, the world; the angels shall come forth and.sever the
wicked from among the just, and.shall.cast them into the.
fprnace of fire, there shall be wailipg and gnashing of
teeth.” These parables give ais no.idea of two comings
of Christ, or of twa resurfectjons of the bedy; but
directly the contrary.

In Acts xvii, 31, Paul told the Athenians that ‘““God,
hath appointed o dg in which he, will'judge the werld in
righteousness,” Compare this with Rom. ii. 5. ‘“Baut,
efter thy hardness, and- impenitent heart, treasurest up,

to thyself wrath against the day of wrath, and revelar
tion of the righteous Judgment of God.” Also in ver.
12, 16. he says, ‘“For as many as have sinned without
law, shall also perish without law, and as many as have
sinned in the law, shall be Judged by the law, in the day
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when God shall Judge the secrefs of men by Jesus Christ.”
see (Rom. xiv. 10.) ‘‘For we shall-all stand before the
Judgment seat of Christ.”? (2 Cor. ¥.10. 1 Cor. iii. 13.)
4Every man’s work shall be made tranifest, for the day
ehall declareit.” (M . 48.- ¢ More¢ tolerable for the
land of Sodom—in ¢ y of Judgment, than for that
city.” 8ee also, Chap.. xi. 22, 24.- and Chap. xii. 36.
. $“That every idle word, that men shall speak they shall
ilgive account thereof in #he day of Judgment.” 2 Pet.

9. ¢“The Lord knoweth hew to deliver the Godly—
and to reserve the anjust unto the day of Judgment.”
{Chap. 8. 7.) “But the heavéns and the earth—are kept
in store, reserved 'unto fire against the day of Judgment
and perdition of ungodly mén.”” (1 John iv. 17,) ¢“That
we may have boldness:in the day of Judgment.”

Surely every man who understands the natural sense of
words, and phrases, must know from all these scriptures
and many more which we could easily quote, that the
idea .which God intended to give us, and the idea which
he has aetually given to the world, is, that there is a
day appointed, to wit, one particular set time, in which
Christ will descend from heaven with his holy angels to
Judge the worlds when he will raise all the dead, both
the just and the unjusty; and all the racé of Adam will be
assembled before him, and every one shall be judged
according to tlieir respective works. Ff this idea is
wrong, we have recéived it from the bilile, and if we have
taken ' wrong ideas -from the stitements' and representa-
tions which  CBribt and his apestles have generally given
ws, it is becanse thie language of the scriptures have been
calculated: to: lead uw astray. And we must quit our
bibles, and: betakie ourselves th' thie' dictates' of 2 few
learned, and ingédiows mern, who' Havé very skilfully
rectified: our errors inté which’ we have been led, by
depending: too much' ¢ni: what the inspired writers have
oveY antl over stated: on- thisiittéresting subject. = .
: We cannot prefend to:say Kow long the ddy of-,.mdgi»-
went will be,  oi*whnt: may be the duration' of tHat 21
important times- bt it is evident'that' it will-be but one
it but: etie’resurtection;: dnd-but one'Fuditent. ~ T'wo
Kinds of péople, the righteous ard- the wicked;,” will be
Pisdd;- bt both will be raised at onée. -1t is‘alsv’true,
#iat the righteoud will be seattd .on thé right-hand, and
v Widkod onthelefty wnd-thiat the one will’ be'acquited
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and the other condemned; but still it will be but one day
of Judgment. 'The statement of a thousand years be-
tween the first and second resurrection, in the twentieth
chapter of the Revelations, is not an account of the gene-
ral resurrection of the body, #&§we have already seen,.
but only the prophetic time cen two metaphorical
resurrections; and therefore this statement by no means
contradicts the general account which the scriptures give
of the general resurrection of the dead, and of Christ’s
second coming to Judge the world. -
3. Although there are frequent instances, and eccur-
rences stated in the scriptures, of Christ appearing for
particular purposes, and on special oocasions; yet we
have no account of his ever coming personally, or as to
his bodily presence, but twice; once when he was made
flesh and dwelt among us; the second time will be, when
he will come to Judge the world at the last day. When
Jesus ascended, the disciples stood gazing, as he went
up toward heaven. Two angels appeared to them and
said ‘“Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? This same Jesus who is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so' come in like- manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven.”? This certainly proves that
Christ will come again in his bodily appearance as the
disciples saw him going bodily away. This "special
circamstance of Christ’s second coming is several times
mentioned in scripture. Matt. xxv. 31. ‘“When the
son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy
angels with him.” (1 Thess. iv. 16.) “For the Lord
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God.”
(2 Thess.i,7,8.) ‘“The lord Jesus shall be reyealed from
heaven, with his holy angels, in flaming fire, taking
vengeance on them who know not God, and who obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”” In Heb. ix.
28. the apostle states both appearances together. ¢So
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and
* unto them who look for him, he shall appear the second
time without sin unto salvation.”” See also Jude 14, 15.
¢‘Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints
to execute Judgment upon all.”” And also Rev.i. 7. .
¢‘Behold he cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see
him.” (Rev. 20. 11.) “Lsaw a great white throne, and
‘him who sat on it from whose face the heavens and the:
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earth fled away.”” (xxii. 12.) “Behold 1 come. quickliy.
and my reward is with me te give every man according
as his work-shall he.”. (1-Joha iii. 2.) ‘‘But we know
that when he shall appear, we shall.be like him, for we
shall see him .as he is.”” . ,

From these passages we clearly see that Christ, whe
has come once in the flesh, will come a second time in a
bodily and visible manner, and we also sce that he will
come but once more, to wit, a secend time, in a hodily
shape; and we also see from: these scriptures that his
second appearance will be when he comes to Judge the
world at the last day. .

If therefore his coming to reign. with his saints a
thousand yeaxs, before the last Judgment, be a literal, or
a personal coming, then there will be three visibje or
persenal. comings of Christ; which-ia contrary to the
whole tenor of the scriptures which give us only two
literal appearances of Christ; one in the flesh, while he
was on:earth, when he came to die for sinners ; and
the second when he will come to Judge both the quick
and the dead at the last day. This theory is therefore
false, and conirary to the scriptures, and is nothing but
the empty sallies of human imagination.

4. Although there are but a first and second, personal,
appearance of Christ mentioned in scripture; yet every
one who is acquainted with the bible knows that there
are many passages that speak of his presence, and of his
appearing in a metaphorical or spiritual sense. T will
state a few instances out of many. In Matt. 24. 30.
Christ is said to come in the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory, to the destruction of Jerusalem,
by the Roman army. This was not a literal, but a
figurative coming; because Jernsalem was destroyed by
the terrible Judgments of God, which was poured out on
that wicked nation for crucifying the Messiah; and the
Romans were the instruments which God employed to
execute his will upen that devoted people; compare
Chap. xvi. 28. and x. 28. and xxiv. 3. ‘all which relate
particgdarly to the destruction of Jerusalem. I know
that many refer this prophecy of Christ to the day of
Judgment; but this is evidently a mistake, for Christ
himself, as if on purpose to prevent this notien, said ex-
pressly, “Verily I say unto you. this generatiow shall

.ot pass till all these things be fulfilled.” Mait. xxiv. 34.



Christ several times said that he would come again to
his disciples, and that he would see them again, and
they should see him. John xiv. 16—20. ““And I will
pray the Father and he shall give you another Comforter
that he may abide with you ferever, even the Spirit of
truth.--I will notleave you comfortless (Greek, ORPHANS.)
I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world
seeth me no more; but ye see me—At that day ye shall
know that I am in my Father, and ye in me and I in
you.”” Christ, here, evidently speaks of his spiritanl
presence, and of his coming to his dieciples in a- metas

horical sense, by his spiritual influences on the day of

entecost. Chap. xvi, 16, 22, 23. . “A little while, and
ye shall not see mey amd again, a litile while, and ye
shall see me, because I go to the Father—And ye now
therefore have sorrow; but I will see you again, and your
heart shall rejoice, and your joy ne man teketh frem
you.” ¢‘Andinthat day. ye shall ask me nothing/’ &c.
‘We therefore evidently see from these texts, that €hrist
came te his disciples.on the day of pentecost, not lite-
rally, but by the influences of his Spirit, which is ‘meta-
phorically called his spiritual presence, which is a very
different thing from his bedily presence, or his literal
coming at the last day. We are told in Acts ii. how
Christ came to his disciples on the day of pentecosts
that he came, not literally, but by the effusion of his
Spirit, by which they were filled with the Holy Ghost,
and were indued with power from above to preach the
word, to speak with tongues and to work all kinds of
miracles to attest the truth of the christian religion.

Christ is said to be with his ministers, his church, and
with his people. Matt. xxviii. 20, ‘Lo I am with you
alway, even unte the end of the world. Amen.”” Chap.
xviii. 20. ‘“For where two or three are gathersd together
in my name, there am I in the -midst of them.” Awcts
xviii. 9, 10. ““Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night
by a vision; Be not afraid but spenk, and held wnet thy
peace, for I am with thee.” 2. Timiv, 7. ‘“Notwith-
standing the Lord stood. with me, and strengthemtd me.”
Rev. ii. 5. “Else I will come' unto thee' quickly, and.

will remeve thy candlestick out of his place.” Verse ' ..\

16. “Repent, or else I will come unto thee quickly and
fight against them with the swerd of my mouth.,”” Sed
chap. iii. 3, 11, 20, These are. instances which- plxinly
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prove that the spiritual presence of Christ is with his
ministers and his charch, although his bodily presence is
removed. ' Although Christ’s personal, or bedily residence
is in heaven, and will remain there .until he makes his
second appearance, with. his holy angels, in the clouds
of heaven, to Judge the gqmick and the dead; yet his
spiritual presence is, and will be with his church and

" people here on earth until the end of the world. And
ke eften comes in a special manner either to punish his
enemies, to chastise his people for their faults, or to bless
them with the outpouring of his spirit. But all this is
to. he understood in a mataphorical, and not in a literal
sense. :

Again, Christ is said to come to, and be with every in-
dividual believer in a spiritual semse. John xiv. 23.
<“Jesus answered, and said, If a man love me, he will
keep my words, and my Father will love him; and we
will come unto him and make our abode with him;”’ and
in verse 21st, Jesus said, ‘“‘He who loveth me shall be
loved of my¥Father, and I will love him, and I will mani-
Jest myself unto him.” Heb. xiii. 5. ¢For he hath said
I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”” See Gen.
xxviik. 15. Deut. xxxi. 6, 8. Joshuai. 5. Is. xli. 10,
Fhough Christ is in heaven, yet his spiritual preseuce
qomlels to, and abides with, his people continually here on
earth.

It is consequently in this metaphorical sense, or in a
spiritual manner, and not literally, that Christ will come,
and reign over his church and people in the time of the
millepary glory of his kingdom. He is represented in-
deed as coming down from heaven to dwell on earth with
" his people. So he was represented as coming to his dis-
ciples on the day of pentecost; but it was by the power
of his spirit he came, and not in a bodily manner. He
was represented as coming to Jerusalem to desf@ay the
temple, and execute his vengeance on the J ewisz%jon;
but he did netappear literally, but metaphorically, thfough
his agents, the Roman army, the ministers of hig ven-
geance. He is now with his ministers, in a sffiritnal
sense, and with his church, at this day. Awmd thus in-

- spiritual sense he will be with his chureh in thetime of
the. Millennium. It is true, the Millepnium will-he an
éxtraardinary time, and the descriptions-of it are Highly
codoured, both as to- the reign of Christ, and as to the
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glory of the church; but itis all spiritual; the metaphors
are grand, and the figures and representations are bold;
but the book of revelations is generally so. Yet the church
will sec nothing, know nothing, and feel nothing but
what she has seen, known and felt ever since the day of
pentecost; only in an infinitely higher degree. She will
be the same church that she ever was, only vastly more
pure and holy; she will be composed of the same kind of
members, only generally all regenerated as they grow up
" under the power of the gospel; she will have the same
gospel and ordinances that she ever had, only accompa-
nied with universal power and energy; she will have
the same Savior, the same cross, the same atone-
ment, only universally triumphant over the whole
world; she will have the same spirit, and the same
influences, and the same effects, only far more energetic;
the same kind of ministers, only more clear, more zeal-
ous and more united; understanding the gospel better, and
their labors accompanied with a far greater degree of the
glorious energy of the spirit of God; and christians will
have the same feelings, and exercises that they ever had, .
only free from darkness, doubts, and temptations; and
sinners will experience the same kind of regeneration,
conversion, and sanctification, as they ever had done;
faith, repentence, love and obedience, will be as necessary
as ever they were. 1In short, all things willbe as they
always have been, only Satan will be bound and Christ
in his spiritual presente, will reign triumphantly all over
the earth, and the glory of the Lord will fill every corner
of the globe, fill every part of the chureh, fill every.
family, and fill every heart. »

SBOTIOIY BV

Another part pf their theory is, that at the commence-
ment of the Mi\ghmium, the gospel, with all the means
of grace, will be at an end; and that the probationary -
state will be closed forever. That Christ will, not only
raise the dead saints to life, but will also leave the
wickad in thejr graves until the thousand years are cnded;
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and also, that he will slay all the wicked on earth; and
¢onsequently will effectually stop the population of man-
kind, so that there will be 4 complete end of the human
race, and the whole scheme of salvation will come to &
final termination. 'This is truly dreadful doctrine, if it
were true; but if false, it is despicable, and worthy .
to be treated with contempt, and abhorrence, and it be-
¢omes every ingenuous friend to the Redeemer’s kingdom,
to examine it candidly and honestly, before he adopts
such horrible sentiments. .
Indeed it must be admitted, that if Christ will raise the

- bodies of all the martyrs and saints to a state of immor-
tality, and destroy all the wicked upon earth, and change
all the righteous which will be alive at his coming, from
a-mortal to a spiritual state, it will of course follow that -
the world, and the gospel, and all the overtures of mercy
will be at an end. It is also plain from scripture that if
the dead are raised at all, they will be raised to an incor-
ruptible state of immortality. - For St. Paul in 1 Cor. xv.
im shewing the peculiar circumstances of the resurrection,
says, “It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorrup-
tion. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glgry. It
is sown in weakness; it i3 raised in power. It is sown
a natural bodys; it is raised a spiritual body. (Ver. 42—
44.) For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and
this mortal must put on immeortality,—then shall be
brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swal-
lowed up in victory.” Our blessed Lord also, in his
answer to the Sadducees, has given us a very accurate
description of the state of the saints after the resurrection.
(Luke xx. 85, 36.) ‘“They who shall be acceunted
worthy to obtain that world, and the resarrection from
the dead; neither marry nor are given in marriage, neither
can they die .any more; for they are equal unto the
amgels, and are the children of God, being the children
of the resurrection.”

. From these two passages it evidently appears that all
those who will obtain a happy resurrection (gor only such
are spoken of) will be incorruptible, glorious, powerful
and capacious, spiritual, and immeortal. 'That they will
net marry, and consequently population will cease, that
they cannot die, and consequently they are invulnerable
and immortal like the angels of God in heaven. (Matt,

, ) 6
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xxii. 80.) Therefore we beg leave to make the following'
- observations. ’

1. It is evident from the prophecy of St. Jahn, that
the special reason why Satan will be bound, and shut
np, during the Millennium (see Rev. xx. 3,7,8,) will be
¢‘That he should deceive the nations no more till the
thousand years be finished;’” and he says also, that ¢‘when
the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed
out of his prison and shall go out to deceive the nations.’”
This abundantly proves that the nations, both during the
time of the Millennium, and after it is expired, will be
deceivable, otherwise where would be the necessity, or
propriety in shutting Satan up, or letting him out. If
the inhabitants of the new world risen from the dead are
invulnerable and spiritual, and immortal, and powerful,
and cannot die, and are like the angels in heaven, as
Paul and Christ say they will be, there can be no neces-
sity for a chain, a key, a shutter and a seal to pen up
the devil; let him go; he can hurt nobody; every one
on earth will be beyond his power; they will be at his
defiance. And when he is let out of his prison,; at the
close of the Millennium; God only knows where he will
find Gogites and Magogites to deceive. Can he make
Gogs and Magogs of immortal angels, who are spiritual,
and glorious, and cannot die any more? But the truth,
and the undeniable truth is, God knows there will be
danger of Satan’s deceiving the nations, and therefore
he will prevent it by chaining him in the bottomless pit.
And when he will be loosed he will soon convince the
world and the church that there will be danger, and that
mankind will not be immortal or invulnerable neither.
If these things do not prove and demonstrate the wretched
folly and absurdity of such a notion, I must oonfess that
I know not what a demonstration is.

2. When all the wicked will be slain and all the righteous
changed, and raised in glory and immortality, and be
like the angels in heaven, who neither die, nor marry,
noraregiven in marriage, there will, of course, be no popu-
lation, and no posterity; then from what quarter will the
enemies of the church arise? Where will Satan find
an army to encompass the camp of the saints and the belov--
ed city? 1 would suppose, by the by, that it would be a
pretty hard thing to invest a city full of immortal angels,
all spiritual, and who could fly from one part of heaven

4 A




43

{o the other in a moment! Gog and Magog must be
angels too, or devils, or they could do but litle harm to
them. . Those who abet this scheme are hard run on this
part of the subject. 'Their wild theories have driven
them into knotty places, and they have hard work to get
through. The learned Dr. Burnet says, ¢“That they
will be sons of the earth, generated from the slime of the
ground, and the heat of the sun, as brute creatures were
at first,”” Bishop Newton calls this ‘A strange, whim-
sical, absurd paradox;” and it surely is an evident sign
of a lost cause; it may cure the spleen; but it never can
save his hypothesis from death. Bishop Newton’s con-
jecture from Mr. Mede, is a little better, but not much,
to wit, ¢“They shall be the nations of America, they
being, in all probability, colonies or descendents from
the Scythians, that is, from Gog and Mageg,”” meaning
the aborigines, or the Indians of America. Mr. Mede
and the Bishop net being much acquainted with America,
probably conjectured that the wild forests and mountains
beyond the Atlantic would be quite out of the range of
the Spirit of God, and the holy missionaries of the old
eastern world; and, consequently the Millennium could
never reach so far as the western continent. But we
now find that America is the largest half of the world;
and it would be a pity if the Millennium should leave
the greatest section of the earth under the dominion of
Satan, and he locked up in hell all the time too, especially
when it is promised over, and over, that the kingdom of
Christ shall extend from the rising to the setting sun.
Upon the whole, this theory of Mr, Mede’s approbated
by Bishop Newton, is nearly as wild as that of Dr.
Burnet; though not quite so ridiculous.

Bishop Newton’s. own conjecture is the following.
¢¢At the expiration of the thousand years—Satan shall
be loosed out of his prison, and make one effort more to
re-establish his kingdom. As he deceived our first par-
ents in the paradisiacal state, so he shall have the artifice
to deceive the nations in this millennial kingdom, to show,
that no state or condition upon earth is exempted, and
secured from sinning. ““This will do very well for mes
#ty plan of a Millennium will suit this statement exact-
ly. But it surely cutsup the Bishop’s plan by the roots.
If Christ’s and Paul’s opinions of the state of believers
afier the resurrection be correct, they cannot be deceived:
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they will be spiritaal, incorruptible, immortal, and like
the angels of God in heaven, they can neither die, marry,
nor generate; they neither can increase nor diminish in
number, and they will have the promise of God, as all
believers have, both in time, and eternity, ‘“That they
shall never perish, neither shall any plack them out of
his hand.” Now if Satan can deceive such peaple asthese,
and lead them on to destruction, then farewell world,
farewell truth, farewell bible, and farewell every thing
that is reasonable; and welcome chaos, welcome non-
sense, welcome TOPSYTURVY, and every thing that looks
like confusion.

Mr, Pyle thinks ¢There may remain in the farther,
and more distant parts of the werld, much people still
persisting in ignorance and gross superstition. 'These.
rude nations, prompted by envy at the plenty and hap-
piness. of the christian kingdom, and out of desire of
riches, spoil, and plunder, will be permitted to invade the
christian territories in vast bodies and armies.” Whata
hardship,.and how improper it is, for men of high standing
for talents and literature, to impose ou the world by
handing out such whimsical and unscriptural reveries.
Did Mr, Pyle ever study the prophecies respecting the
vast extent, and universality of Christ’s kingdom? To
read the ingenius and learned theories of heathen philoso-
phers relative to the future state of things, affords us some
entertainment, to see how far they can go by the mere
efforts of genius and study. But to see a man with the
bible in his hand, a student in divinity, and aeprofessed
teacher of theology, entertaining his readers with his
own idle imaginations, and his learned lucuhyations, and
the oil of his lamp sparkling against the rays of God’s
word, is enough to provoke our indignation. When the
whole earth will be filled with the glory of the Lord,
and the very ends of the e¢arth shall see his salvation;
when the Jews shall be brought in with the fulness of
the Gentiles, and when the kingdoms of this world will
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ, and
all shall know him from the least to the greatest, whers
will Mr. Pyle, or Bishop Newton, even with all their sup-
?osed' artifice of Satan, find their mucH PEOPLE, persist-

ng in ignorance and gross superstition, even in the
wilds of America? I apprehend they will be as hard te
£ ' oagt on their principles, as Dr. Burnet’s song of
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the earth, generated from slime, aud the heat of the sun.
The slime of learned brains, heated by a warm imagi-
nation, can, generate ideal men, any time, and any where,
and any how; but where Satan will find real men in
arder to besiege the camp of the saints, on the supposi-
tion of a literal resurrection, will require more than a
warm imagination, or classical brains either, to tell.

But the most plausible opinion, and-I believe the
latest, and the most relied on, is, that at the close of the
Millennium all the wicked will be raised from the dead,
and Satan, loosed from his prison, will head them, and
make his last effort to everthrow the kingdoth of Christ.
‘This theory at first sight looks plausible, if it were only
true. But the only authority they have for the dead,
literally rising, I have already examined, and have
shown, I think pretty clearly, that this resurrection is a
mystical resurrection. The first question is who will.
raise them,—God, or the Devil? God, by all means,
you will say. But what does the prophecy say? (Rev.
xx. 7, 8.) ‘“And when the thousand years are expired,
Satan shall be loosed out of his prison and shall go
out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters
of the earth Gog and Magog to gether themselves together
to battle.”” 1Itis plain then, that Gog and Magog, which
are the mystical names that represent the enemies
.of Christ’s kingdom, will be stirred up by the delusions
of Satan, therefore, they must either be deceived by
Satan after God has raised them from the dead, or Satan
maust raise them by his deception. But the evident idea
of the text is, that Satan stirred them up to persecute
the church; and all the resurrection that the text gives -
us any idea of is a resurrection of the persecuting spirit
and temper of the old persecators, which had lain dead
during the thousand years. Such a resurrection as this
we admit, and the text clearly proves. But Satan is the
author of it, and not God; and when he will be loosed
be is represented as going out into the nations of the
earth, to do this very thing. 8o that this second resur-
rection is properly a diabolical resurrection, performed
on the seuls of men and not on their bodies, by Satan
himself, and net by God. And there is no proof as I
have already showm, in this whole passage for a literal
rezl:;eetion of the bedies, either of the righteous, or the
wicked,
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But if the resurrection of the righteeus be literal, then
the resurrection of the wicked will be literal also. Let us
now, for the sake of argument, admit both to be literal.
And in the first place let us lay down certain premises au-
thenticated by plain bible truth, and then draw our conclu-
sions, and see where we will land in our demonstration.
In the first place, we have already proved, by our
Savior’s and Paul’s description of the state of believers,
after the resurrection, that they will be spiritual, immor-
tal, incorruptible; and cannot die, and are like the angels
of God in heaven, and that they neither marry, nor
generate, increase nor diminish, and consequently they
are invulnerable and cannot receive any bodily injury.
‘We now set this down as a fact established by the testi-
mony of Christ, and his apostle Paul. Sccondly, we
are compelled by necessary consequence to take it for
granted, that the wicked, after the resurrection, will,
according to their circumstances, be in a similar. state;
there will be a moral difference, but yet a physical
identity of state; that is, although they will be wicked,
and perfectly devoid of all grace and goodness, yet they
will be spiritual, immortal, and in a physical sense,
incorruptible, they cannot die, but will be like the fallen
angels in hell. I will take this for granted, as effectu-
ally proved by a plain and necessary application of the
same texts to their case, as a counterpart. Therefore
these two thiugs being admitted, which none can deny,
we argue, that when the righteous and the wicked are
hoth risen from the dead, both in an immortal state, none of
them can die, and none of them can be physically hurt
or injured, and both living together in the world, both
perfect enemies to each other, and neither ean do either
any injury or harm. Whata miserable figure Satan will
make with such an army, besieging the camp of the
saints, and the beloved city. This war will not be an
army of mortal men fighting against their fellow-mortals,
but invulnerable, incarnate devils fighting against incar-
nate angels, and neither of them can hurt other. They
need not attempt to kill or destroy one another, for they
cannot die; and what is the use of attempting to starve
them out in the siege? they do not eat, nor drink; and
if they attempt to storm the beloved city, they cannot put
the citizens to the sward or the bayonet; swords, pistols
and pikes cannot hurt spirits. How ridiculous these
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things look; but they are not a whit more ridiculous
than the theory on which they are founded.

But bad as these things appear, we are not yet
come to the worst. If the dead literally rise according
to this theory, St. John has surely imposed a very
crroneous idea upon us in the description he has given
of 'the dangerous and pitiable state of the saints in
beloved city. No man can read the eighth and
verses of this chapter (Rev. xxth) without bej
pressed with a view of the saints being in mest imminent
danger. 'The armies of Gog and Megug are all round
them as numerous as the sand of théisea, just ready to
cut them up, and the camp invested,{ and the city hem-
med up, and ready to be stormed, or) starved to death,
and in fact, the danger so great and the beloved city re-
duced so low, that God had to relieve them by a sud-
den and miraculous dispensation of his providence, hurl-
ing down fire from heaven upon their enemies, as he did
on Sodom and Gomorrah, to save his people from sudden
and inevitable destruction. 'These are most certainly
the ideas the apostle has given us, and intended to give
us. But it is all a mere feint; a play upon the fancy,
without any reality! What is the matter with the saints?
Do they think they are mortal? and are they afraid the
enemy will kill them, put them to the sword or starve
them to death? Can saints die twice, once before the re-
surrection, and once before they get to heaven? Did the
inspired John think them in danger, when he gave us
such a moving account of the business? And will the
Almighty think them in danger when he will send fire
down from heaven on their enemies to burn them alive?
For my part I cannot see any use in throwing fire on
spirits that cannot be burnt, unless it were hell-fire.
Sodom and Gomorrah could be burat, Nadab and Abihu
could be burnt, the captains and their fifties could be
burnt; but those who are risen from the dead cannot be
burnt; then why should fire come down from God out
of heaven to devour spiritual, immortal men, who can-
not die? But John says in the text, that the fire did
devour them; and that proves that they were not im-
mortal, nor risen from the dead; but just common men
like we are. .

All these miserable absurdities arise from this sirang~
and unaccountable theory; and if the resurrection whi




precedes. and immediately succeeds the Millennium be
literal and not metaphorical, it will be impossible to
preserve the doctrine of the Millennium from all these
insurmountable difficulties. And, indeed, the rcader
will soon find that we have not yet said a word about
he worst absurdities which attend this theory. We are
ssgy to be under the necessity of exposing the senti-
of men of genius and good sense, who no doubt
meaning men; but if we wounld only admit
this passagdQf scripture to have a spiritual or figurative
meaning, it wotuldsiand fair and respectable, disencum-
bered of all such aDsurdities and contradictions. Bat in
order to show what the Millennium will be, I have to
show what it is no{, that the genuine dectrine may stand
properly erect on/the solid foundation of the word of
God, freec and pri)perly disentangled from all such en-
cumbfrances. 4
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T'he most important and fatal objection which lies against
this theory is, that it necessarily putg a stop to the pro-
gress of the gospel, terminates the race of mankind,
winds up the scene of salvation, and cdnsequently leaves
Satan in the full possession of his kingdom; excepting a
few, and comparatively very few, who have been rescued
from eternal dedth by the Redeemer of sinners, and the
whole work of redemption terminates in the eternal dis-
grace of the mediatorial kingdom of Christ, and in the
hellish triumph of the old Serpent, in effecting the des-:
truction of the human race. 'This diabolical scheme
sends Satan to hell with his head unbruised, loaded with
spoils and crowned with glory, and leading in triumph
the great majority of the race of Adam to be shut up
with him in his infernal kingdom of darkness, with enly
his heel bruised in the loss of a small remnant of the
human‘race; and the head, instead of the heel of the
womzan’s seed is completely bruised, his mediatorial
plan, &s revealed in his word, completely defeated,
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his gospel trampled under foot, his blood profaned, his
promises broken, his word falsified, and his mediat.rial
glory tarnished and lost‘forever. The wriltr o1 these
‘sheets mentions these things with religious detestation,
conscientious sbhorrence, and pious indignation.

Mr. Spalden, a late writer, and those who abet his
scheme of a literal resurrection, and the literal reign of
Christ with his saints here on earth, openly avow the
termination of the gospel, and the final close of the whole
system of grace, at the commencement of the Millenni-
um. It surely becomes every true disciple of Cbrist,
‘who wishes to know the truth on this important subject,
to lay aside all levity and partiality of mind, and to look
into the word of God with reverence, and search for the
truth, witbh honesty, seberness, and godly sincerity.

Let us first ascertain what is the mediatorial glory of
Christ. A correct resolution of this inquiry, is a matter
of great consequence as to the important subject under
consideration. The question is not, What is the glory
of Christ in his divine nature and in his co-equality with

_the Father; nor is it, What is his glory as the creator,
reserver and governor of the universe; but the question
18, What is his glory as the Redeemer of the fallen race
of Adam? This question is easily answered; his glory
is, and must be, in redeeming the human race, as %aras
he has said he would, and as far as he has proposed in
his word. His mediatorial glory therefore consists not
in doing one thing, two things, or twenty things, neces-
sary to be done, in order to redeem sinners, but in doing
every thing necessary, and in completely performing the
whole work from first to last, as he has proposed. Had
Christ died on the cross, risen again from the dead, taken
his seat in heaven, commanded his gospel to be preached,
and done nothing else, there would have been no sinners
. saved; and although the death, resurrection, and ascen-
sion of Christ, are glorious things indeed, when consi-
dered in connection with the whole plan of salvation, and
although they are the fundamental basis of the whole
system of the gospel, yet if there were no sinners saved, (I
speak with reverence and to the honer of God) the cross of
- Christ would be an eternal disgrace to the Deity. ‘Then
. 'we may y say, that the mediatorial glory of Cbrist,
. consists WilPmerely in dying on the cross, but in saving
A8 suany of the sigfu} race of Adam as he has engaged in
) 7
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covenant with his Father to redeem, and as many as he
bas promised in his word to save; and he must at least
save 8o many as will effectually overthrow and destroy
the kingdom of Satan in'the world. If Christ will not
do all this he never can be glorious as a Mediator.
These things are so evident that I think no reasonable
man can deny them, and on these principles I think we
are obliged to conclude, that if the gospel will come toa
close at the:commencement of the Millennium; and if no
more will be saved than have yet been saved and will be
between this and then, Satan will come off victorious,
and triumphant over the gospel; not the one half of the
ypromises will be fulfilled, and the word of God will de
a lie, and the gospel will be eternally dishonored.: These
are hard conclusiens, but they arise as a necessary con-
:sequence of a literal resurrection, which necessarily im-

iplies a complete termination of the human race, and of

the gospel of salvation, at the commencement of the Mil-
‘Jennium.

Let us now try whether the bible, and stubborn facts,
will not prove the truth of what we bave said. Wewill
“first take » view of what Christ has engaged ‘in his word
to do; then we will consider what he has done in saving
vginners, and thirdly, we will see what he has yet to do,
‘before "his mediatorial glory can be complete.

1. 'What lras Christ engaged in his word to'de? tst.
He has engaged 'to bruise the Serpent’s head. 2d. He
-has engaged that he will be a blessing to all the families
<of the earth. 3d. He has promised that he 'will draw
‘all men wnto him. 4th. He has engaged to destroy the

“works of the Devil. ‘5th. He has promised to bring in

the Jews with the fulness of the Gentiles, and that the
‘whole earth'shall be full of his glory; and that all pee~
J}ﬂe, and unations, and languages, shall setve him, and
-that the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth'as
-the: waters ‘'do the sea, and that all lands shall ‘see his
"salvation.-——See Gen. iii. 15, and xii. 8. John xii. 32,
'4 John iii. 8. Rom. xi. 25, 26, 30 82. Num. xiv. 21,
(Dan. vii. 14, Ts. 'xi. 9, and xlix.-6. We are still to
T¢emember, as T have observed before, in page 12th, that
4n the original promise, in Gen. iii. §5, there is &n exceps
-tion stated, of 'a small remnant of mankin ‘the seed
%f the Serpent, who will be lost, Wwhom ' CYWISt has. not
‘promised to save; ‘whe, for Gos -own-inflnitely “wite
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ends, were left out of the number which he gave to hi
Son to redeem. 'This remnant is always to be censidere
as excepted in all the othier promises, whether mentioned
or not. Eut all the rest he has pledged bis faith to his
Father and te the church to save; and if he lose one of
them his Mediatorial glory is lest forever. See John vi.
87—40, and x. 14—16, 27—-29. 'FThese promises and
engagements are to be comsidered as gemeral rules (as k
have already stated in page 16th) the exceptions to which
are so amall that they are comparatively not worth men«
tioning; and are indeed only as a slight bruise on the
heel, not worth complaining about.

2. We now proceed ta inquire what Christ has done
in fulfilling these engagements, The question now is,
Has he bruised the Serpent’s head? Has he been a bles-
sing to all the families of the earth? Has he drawn alt
men unto himP Has he destroyed the works ef the Devil?
Has he brought in all Israel, with the fulness of the
Gentiles? and has he been salvation to the ends of the
earth? Let the history of the bible and facts determine.
«+On such an important subject as this we are mot te
indulge a fanciful imagination, and huild castles in. the
air; but we are to take solid ground, and detexmine by
zeal facts, known hy: the state of the world; and by the
solid deelarations of the word of God. 1In the first pluce
et positive known facts tell us what the gospel has done
in the world, and then let the prophets of God tell us
what it has yet ta do, Then we can assuredly know
whether the gospel will have finished its couxse at the
commencement of the Milleantum; or whether the main
work of salvation will not thea be only beginning. In
eur inquiries on this subject, we will take a view of the
progress af the gospel, and the extent of Christ’s king»
dom from the fall of Adam to the flood; fram the flood
te the ealling of Abraham; from the calling of Abraham
b0 the coming ef Christ; from the eoming of Christ te
the present day) and from the present day to the comp
mencemend of the Millesniam. o oo

After the fall the gospel set out wader the anspices of
the grand and fandamental declaration that the seed of
the woman shoudd bruise the head of the Serpeat.. With
this great plan in view, Chsist began his kingdom; and
antroduced his Mediatorial work of redemption,.in.whicls
he wasepgaged to counteract the influence of Batany the
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led enemy of mankind, and ransome a fallen world
rom eternal destruction. We. cannot comprehend the
great plan of God in conducting his affairs. But it ap-
pears evident that Christ, the glorious Captain of our
salvation, proceeds in his Mediatorial work according to
the infinitely wise councils of heaven. It appears from
facts, and from the prophecies, and statements of the
scriptures, that God saw it best, and most for the media-
torial glory of Christ, to leave out a small remnant of the
human race, as the seed of the Serpent; and it appears
that he allotted them to be born, at least generally, during
the first ages of the world, and after the end of the Mil-
lennium, and that a small number of- his elect, whom he
‘had given to Christ, should be horn during the time of
the reign of Satan over the non-elect, just as many as
would be.sufficient to have, and maintain a church on
. -earth, in the midst of Satan’s dominions. We dare not

ask the reason why God chose to do so; but ‘“known

unto God are all his works from the beginning.” Our
business is to acquiesce in his will with humble reverence
and adoration. Nevertheless it is our duty to observe
his footsteps, and learn from his works and ways some-
thing of his divine purpose towards the children of mien.
We find, however, in fact, that Christ intended, in his
~ infinite wisdom, to let Satan have the advantage at first,
and he has evidently had the advantage for nearly six
. thousand years. Six thousand years seem tous a long
time; but they are as nothing compared with the years of
the Millennium. ' ,

"' We will modestly suggest a few considerations on this
dark, solemn, and unfathomable subject. First, it evi-
dently appears by the opposition that the church has met
with, from the power and subtlety of Satan, that he is
no contemptible enemy; but such as nothing but almighty
power can conquer. Christ intends to make it evident
to the world, to angels, and to his church, that he is a
glorious conqueror. A great conqueror disdains a feeble
enemy, and he would gain but little honor in conquering
him. King David disdained to kill Shimei; but he glo-
ried in killing Goliah, and how diminutively Goliah
spoke to the stripling David when he saw a raw, ruddy

outh advancing forward to fight with a giant, and a man
of war! But Christ has let the- world know that Satan
is not a trifling antagonist, and he will get glory in con-
~uering him when the proper time will come.

!
!
|
|
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But, again, we are to take notice that the seed of the
Serpent are the non elect, who are all devoted to des-
truction; and therefore they are proper objects of wrath
and judgment. Thus Christ has a fair opportunity of
showing his just indignation against sin and siuners, on
these ‘‘vessels of wrath fitted for destruction.”” There
does not appear, in the application of mercy to the guilty,
and ungodly, any display of wrath and indignation
against rebels, except only in the death of Christ. But
. God has seen fit, not only to display his justice in the
death of his Son, when he took the sinner’s place, but,
by crowding the Devil’s seed together for six thousand
years, he has given his Son ample room, on all proper
occasions, to ‘‘make his name terrible among the heathen,
as a sin revenging God.”” See Gen. vi. 5, 6, 7, 12, 13.
" Exod. viii. 22, and ix. 14—16, and x. 1, 2, and xiv.
17, 18. Deut. vi. 14, 16. Mal. i, 12, Many instances
are recorded of God’s terrible judgments falling upon the
wicked generations of men. The flood of Noah, the land
of Egypt, the Canaanites, the Sodomites, the rebellious
Israelites, the Babylonish captivity, the destruction of
Jerusalem, and thousands of other instances in the course
of providence, declare unto us that God will net suffer
sin to go unpunished. Thus, for wise reasons, of which
we know but little, Christ has permitted Satan to reign
generally over the world, and has suffered him to pursue
his church with blood and slaughter wherever he has
erected his kingdom.
But we return from these general observations to take
a view of ‘the church in the different ages of the world
since the fall of Adam.
1. It appears from the history of Moses, that Satan
' got an easy conquest over our first parents in the garden
of Eden, and by his fatal artifice he seduced Adam, who
was the federal head of his posterity, to break covenant
with God, and thus he ruined the human race and brought
them into bondage. Adam revolted from under the gov-
ernment of God, and he and all the human race became
the servants of the wicked one. When the two first
children of Adam came to years of maturity, the en-
mity of the seed of the Serpent against the seed of the
woman began to exhibit itself in wicked Cain, against
righteous Abel. Religion is the sole cause of the spite
and malice of the wicked sons of Beliel against the peo-..
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ple of God. 'The church of Christ, among the children
of Adam, began in Abel, and Satan’s kingdom began in
. Cain. But Satan’s kingdom got the victory over the
church, in the shocking murder of Abel, and Satan be-
came a literal murderer from the beginning.

In the sixth chapter of Genesis we have a doleful ac-
count of the miserable and wretched state of the world of
mankind. God seems to be fretted (speaking after the
manner of men) hecause they strove against, and grieved
his Holy Spirit continually. The sons of God, by as-
sociating with the wicked, became adulterated, and de-
generated from the true worship of God, until the num-~
ber of Christ’s kingdom was. reduced to eight souls; and
not many of them were truly the children of God. Itis
remarkable what expressive language God is pleased to
make use of in giving the reasons for destroying the earth
by the flood. ¢‘The wickedness of man was great in the
earth. The imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil centinually. And it repented the Lord that he
had made man——and it grieved him at his heart,”” Moses
says that the earth was corrupt before Geod, and filled
with violence; for all flesh had cerrupted his ways upon
the earth, and Noah was the only man that was found
perfect before Ged. 'This is a disma} account indeed,
and plainly shews, that althomgh Christ had set out om
the auspicious promise of bruising the Serpent’s head,
yet his kingdom was straitened to a direct line from Adam
to Noah, and had dwindled away almost te nathing,
while Satan’s kingdom was &lling the whole earth with
wickedness and violence. In this miserable situation the
church of Christ continued for the space df sixteen hun-
dred and fifty years. The flood was indeed a tremen-
dous victory over Satan’s kingdom in this world, in the
destruction of that wicked generation; but all the glory
the gospel received from it was, the preservation of the
little flock of Christ in Noal’s ark.

2. From the flood to the calling of Abraham, was about
three hundred and fifty years; of which time we have but
a very short acceunt. But the building of the tower of
Babel, as though they were intended to scale the battle.
ments of heaven; and also the calling of Abraham and
separating him from the families of the earth, make it
very evident that the world had again revolted from God,
and were all become & mass of idelaters under the power




) - ;’ Y. ‘ 55
and dominicn of Matan; and the church was again con-
fined to one family, while the res! of mankind were given
up to the government of the wicked one. Here we have
two thousand years of the world in which the church of
Christ is scarcely known; while the whole race of man-
kind, excepting very few indeed, were led blindfolded by.
the old Serpent down to eternal destruction. '
8. From the calling of Abraham, to the coming of
Christ, contains two thousand years; during which time,
‘the church bad to pass through a great variety of differ~
-ent scenes. ‘There appears an evident design in the con-
-duct of God to keep back ‘his church from increasing;
while Satan’s kingdom was advancing with large strides
all over the world, both in extent and numbers. Abra-
bham’s seed was especially designed for a repository, to
preserve the nmame, the word, the worship, and the ordi-
nances of the true God; to preserve:a correct line of de-
scent from Abrabam to the promised Messiah, (who was
‘to be, in due time, a blessing to the world,) and to pre-
-gerve his church from being totally lost among the idola-
trous nations of the earth. Abraham had eight cons,
.Ismael, and the six sons of Keturah, and Isaac, the pro-
‘mised seed, the son of Sarah. Hager and Keturah were
only concubines, (see Gen. xxv. 5, 6.) but'‘Sarah was his
legal wife, and Isaac was the legal heir; an.! God chose
Isaac for himself; and the rest'were all absorbed in the
general mass of idolaters. Abraham was a hundred years
old when Isaac was born. Sarah, Abraham’s wife, was
barren; and so was Rebekah, Isaac’s wife, until God
gave them children by special promise. Isaac was sixty
years of age when Rebekah brought him two-sens, and -
Satan got one of them. And Jacob had to steal the bles-
sing from kis brether Esau, and to fly for his life to Laban
the ‘Syrian; there he had to serve fourteen years for Lis
two ‘wives, and he and his twelve sons and their families
"went down into Egypt, and were servants for four hun-~
dred years, in a state of sore bondage to the idolatrous
-Egyptians, who were the enemies of God, and belonging
"o the kingdoms of Satan. 'Thus we find, between four
‘and five hundred years were spent, while the church of
Christ was known in the world, only as strangers, arfd
s servants to the seed of tht ‘Serpent, a considerable
. ‘Part of the time making brick for -Pharaoh to build his
Palaces, temples and monuments for the grandeur of his
‘_ﬂngdom, and the worship of his gods. . vis wma
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But God, and his church, poor and degraded as it was,
zot great honor upon their enemies, when he delivered his
little flock from the tyranny of Egypt; and he made Pha-
raoh, and his kingdo n pay soundly for enslavingthe Is-
raelites, as an example to other nations, who oppress their
fellow men, and hold them iun a state of bondage, not-
withstanding all arguments, and remonstrances to the
contrary. 'The dismal plagues of Egypt, the first born
of man and beast all prostrated in death, and king Pha-
roah, his chariots and horses, and all his mighty host
swallowéd up in the Red Sea, was indeed an awful dis-
play of divine power and majesty exercised for the pro-
tection of his church, and the destruction of his enemies.
But still we must remember, that this was not saving
men’s lives, but destroying them; and this was not Christ’s
direct mediatorial business; but his indirect work in pre-
serving a small handful of men from being devoured by
the multitudes of Satan’s subjects. -

After the. Israelites crossed the Red Sea, they we
kept wandering about in the wilderness forty years under
the curse of God, for their wickedness, until these who
had sinned were all consumed, and there were none of
the old stock which came out of Egypt permitted to cross
over into the promised land, but Joshua and Caleb. Also,
after they were settled in the land of Canaan, alas, what
a stubborn, froward, and stiffnecked people they were!
To look at the general conduct and disposition of the Is-
raelites, excepting only a few instances, they appear more
like a set of incarnate devils, than a church of Christ.
Yet it was all the Church he had, and all the rest of the
world belonged to Satan. Notwithstanding all that the
Israelites had seen, and all that God had done for them,
and all the promises he had given them, and all his warn-
ings, threatenings, and judgments, yet it seemed impos-
sible to keep them from idolatry, and from every abomi-
nation which was practised among the nations around
them. But God was merciful, and spared. them, and
Heserved, and defended them as his peculiar people.

ere is now the whole church of Christ seitled in a
country net more than a hundred and fifty miles long and
eighty miles wide; while Satan’s kingdom extended all
over the inhabited world."

The kingdom of God consisted of twelve tribes until
the days of Reheboam the son of Solomon, when Jero-
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_boam the son of Nebat drew off ten tribes from the house -
of David; and also drew them off from the worship of the
true God to the worship of idols. Then the church of-
Christ consisted of two tribes only, to wit, the tribe of
Judah, and that of Benjamin. At length, for their incor-
rigible wickedness they were carried away captives to
Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, dnd were held in a state
of bondage for seventy years. Here again the church of
Christ was held in bondage under the power of one of
Satan’s servants the king of Babylon; their holy city Je-
rusalem was destroyed, and their temple burnt to ashes.
In this distressed situation the people of God remained
until the predicted seventy years were finished. Thena
few of them retutned, by the command of Cyrus, to their
own land, and with much trouble and distress they re-
built their city and temple, and became a body politic
again. After this they were upwards of five hundred
years tributaries to one nation and another whoever had
the dominion over them. Indeed generally speaking, it
was 4s much as they could exist as a nation. They were
tributaries to the Persian kings, then to the successors of
Alexander the Great, and finally to the Romans, who at
length totally destroyed their city and temple, and extin-
guished them as a nation; in which forlorn situation they
are at this day. This poor unhappy people, who were
the only people of God, dragged out their existence for
two thousand years, generally in a vety afflicted states
they were first strangers and pilgrims in the land of pro-
mise, then servants in the land of Egypt, then wander-
ers in the wilderness, afterwards they were often harrass-
ed with the idolatrous nations around them; by the Mo-
abites, the Canaanites, the Medianites, the Philistines,
the Amonites, the Syrians, the Assyrians, the Babylo-
nians, the Persians, the Grecians and the Romans.
Thus we see the diminutive state of the church of God
for four thousand years. But only behold the vast ex~
tent and the power of the dominions of Satan! their num-
bers incalculable, living in idolatry, all up in arms against
God and his people, and his holy worship!

4. At length the great Messiah made his appearance.
He is now come who is to bruise the head of the Serpent,
and in whom all the families of the earth are to be bless-
‘ed. When.Christ came into-the world the Jewish na-
tion was jn a very deplorable condition. They were trj-
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butaries to the Romans, under bondage to the seven
headed Dragon, and under the government of Herod,
who was a proselyted Edomite and one of the most cruel
tyrants that ever existed. They were also sunk in igno-
rance and pride, and were, through their prejudices, be-
come malicious opposers of the kingdom of Christ. They
knew unot their Redeemer when he appeared among thems
but wickedly persecuted him, and finally put him to death
in a base ignominious manner, for which they were, and
are to this day accursed of God, and given up to hard-
ness of heart and unbelief. However a small remnant
has been saved, who believed the gospel, and formed
the first christian church, into which the Gentile believers
were engrafted; and we find that after the preaching of
John the Baptist, and of Christ himself, the assembly of
the saints in the morning of the day of Pentecost con-

- gisted of one hundred and twenty persons; a dear little

forlorn church, very small in number, concealed in a pri-
vate room, with myriads of enemies swarming around
them, and spread all ever the world.

SROTTIDIT VIa

‘When Christ was come, and had died, and was risen
again, and had taken his mediatorial seat in heaven, and
had commissioned his disciples to preach the gospel to
all the world, and had also promised fo be with them hy
the influences of his Spirit to the end of time, one would
expect, and no doubt the apostles expected, that all the
world would be christianised in a very short season; and
that the world of perishing sinners would have hailed the
auspicious era of the gospel and would have deserted the
camp of Satan, and flocked to Christ as the doves to
their windows; but, alas, the event has proved far other-
wise. We are, indeed, delighted to read of three thou-
sand converted on the day of Pentecost, and of their
number increasing to five thousand shortly afterward.
‘We are pleased, and highly gratified to read the convers
sion of Saul of Tarsus, and to see his success in preach~
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ing the gospel to the Gentiles. Bat still, all that was done,
although it fulfilled the predictions of Christ to his apos-
tles (read Matt. x, 16—25.) yet it came far, indeed ve-
ry far, from what might naturally be expected. And
even to this day, the gospel has, comparatively speaking,
done but very little in the world towards saving sinners.

With pleasure we admit that a great deal has been
done; but when we compare what is done to what might
be done, and to what the Devil has actually done, and
is doing every day befure our eyes; and also comparing
what has been done, to what the gospel has yet to do,
according to the promises of the word of God, we are
certainly justifiable in saying that the gospel has as yet
done but very little. We know that churches have been
planted here and there all over the Roman Empire; and
that Constantine the Great was exalted to the Imperial
throne, and that he in a great measure put down Pagan-
ism, and idolatry, and set up the christian religion in
the room of idol worship. Bat it is admitted that that
happy state of the church by the unhappy abuse of
christian bishops, did more real harm to the church than
ever heathen persecutors did, The plan of pgpery, and
all the abominable heresies which have pestered the
church ever since to this day, in a manner took root in
the church atthat very time. Neither did the peaee and
happiness of the church at that time last over fifteen years,
and we may honestly say that the church has heen in con-
fusion ever since, and has paid dearly for all that she
has gained,

We are also ready to admit the glory of the time of:
the reformation from popery. 'This was indeed a glori-
ous time for the church. 'The exertions of Luther, Fre-
derick Elector of Saxony, Melancthon, Zuinglius, Cal-
vin, Bucer, Brown, Knox, and all the great reformers,
have gained a great acquisition, and rid the church of
her thraldoms uuder the baleful dominion of the Pope of
Rome. But still the reformation was only like the rally-
ing of a defeated army, wheeling upon a victorious ene-
my, and regaining a part of what they had lost; -and .in-
deed the church has never yet gained the half of what
she had lost by the ravages of popery, and never will
until the Pope is sent to perdition, and that will not be
until the commencement of the Millénninm,



60

But the melancholy truth is, that notwithstanding all
that has been done, either by Christ’s apostles, Constan-
tine, or all the reformers, Satan the old Serpent still
maintains his throne and reigns triumphantly over the
whole world, excepting only a comparative few genuine
professors of religion. ~ Not only so, but we are to consi-
der the troubles, distresses and persecutions which the
church has had to endure, What massacres, devastations
and blood; yea, what every thing that is tormenting and
excruciating has she waded through, to obtain the least
footing in the world, We find afew churches scattered
here. and there over the world, and all swimming in
blood, and watched and hunted, and butchered like
lambs, by ravenous wolves, or rapacious tigers, Where
are our noble churches in Asia, Africa, and the east of
Europe? They are all ingulfed in the vortex of Maho-
metan delusion; the Arabian locusts and the Euphratian
horsemen have eaten them up. Where are our noble
churches in Rome, Italy, Britain, Germany, France and
Spain, and in all the western parts of Europe? They
were all trampled under foot by the seven headed, and
‘ten horned beast, and are so yet, except a few who have
been emancipated by the reformation. Instead of the
cause of Christ triumphing over Satan, Satan has driven
the church before him, like a flock of trembling sheep,
from city to city and from conntry to country; he has
burnt her bishops and cut the throats of her ministers;,
ﬁulled down her temples, turned her worship into Ma-

ometan mosques, and info Te Deums addressed to the
Virgin Mary and to canopized saints. Yea, the Man of
- Sin, the Son of Perdition has got into the very temple
of God, and exalteth himself above all that is called
. God, or that is worshipped. (2 Thess, ii. 3, 4.)

But we glory in the churches in America. It is true,
when we compare ourselves with ourselves, we have
a right to rejoiee in our privileges and blessings; but
when we consider that all the vast confinent of South
America .are all Papists and savages, and the greater
part of the Canadas are French Roman Catholics, and
that a great part of our own boundaries are savage In-
dians, and that even among our white people there are
upwards of ten or twelve hundred thous’am;l unchristian-
dzed Africans, and probably not more than one tenth mag
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of the white people professors of religion, the church has
indeed but little to boast of, when compared with the vast
extent and numbers of Satan’s kingdom. But we are not
to stop here; (I wish to God we could;) how many, even

among the members of the church, are nothing but mere.
formalists and hypocrites? and how many in all the dif-

ferent ages, and countries in tlie world, have been empty
Erofessors, without true religion, and in reality nothing
‘but the servants of the Devil? So that when we abstract
from the true church all false professors, and mere pre-
tenders to religion; and only recKon upon those who are,
and ever have been true disciples of Christ, we are struck
with astonishment; and were it not for our future pros-
{)ects, we would be forever ashamed, and confounded at

he pitiable figure the gospel has ever been able to make
in the world, compared to the grandeur and magnificence
of the deminions of old Beelzebub. ;

Therefore, if this be the true state of the church through-

out the ages of the world from the fall of Adam to this
day; surely the kingdom of our adorable Redeemer, has
never yet gained an honorable victory over Satan; and it
is abundantly evident that the head of the Serpent has
never yet been bruised; but that he has reigned in trinmph
over the whole world, and throughout all ages, notwith-
standing all the exertions which have been made to oppose
him, by the prophets and apostles, and all the heralds of
the cross of Christ.

" 5. We come now to take a view of the church during
the interim between the present time and the commence-
ment of the Millennium. It is not material to the pres-
ent argument when the Mfennium will begin; the inqui-
ry is, what state will the church be in untilit does begin,
be the time long or short. According to the propheey of
8t. John, three things must be fulfilled before the Mil-
lennium will commence. 1. The church (the woman)
must remain in the wilderness during the reign of the
Pope, and the two witnesses must continue clothed in
sackcloth. 2. The two witnesses must be slain, and lie
dead for three years and a half. 8. The Papal power
must he destroyed. When these three things are fulfilled,
the Millennium will commence, and not before.

1. The church has been in the wilderness, and the

witnesses have been prophesying in sackcloth upwards of
twelve hundred years, and the prophecy says, they must.
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continue so during the 1260 years of the reign of the heast.
T'he reader will be fully convinced, that the time of the
church’s stay in the wilderness, and of the witnesses
prophesying in sackcloth, exactly synchronize with the
reign of the Pope, if he will read Rev. xi. 2, 8, & 12.
vi. 14. and xiil. 5. compared with Dan, vii. 23—27. &
xii. 7. : »

2. We find that the Beast, out of the bottomless pit,
under the influence of Satan, is yet to overcome the
church, and bring the cause of Christ, apparently te ruin.
In Rev. xi. 7—11. it is thus stated: ‘“And when they,
" (to wit, the witnesses, ) shall have finished (or were about
finishing) their testimony, the Beast (to wit, the Papal
church, ) shall make war against them, and shall overcome
them, and shall kill them, and their dead bodies shall
lie in the street, &c. And the people shall seetheir dead
bodies three days and an half; (to wit, three years and a
half;) and they who dwell upon the earth shall rejoice
over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to
another—And after three days and a half the spirit of
life from God entered into them, and they stood upon
their feet, and great fear fell upon them who saw them.”
It is very evident from this prophecy, that the church
has a dismal time of persecution hefore her, and accord-
ing to our calculation from the prophet Daniel it cannot
be far distant. ‘

From several things stated in this prophecy, it evident-
ly appears that it is not yet fulfilled. 1t is to take place
when the witnesses are about finishing their testimony;
and the witnesses are yet prophesying; the church and
her ministers are yet preachggg, and bearing testimony
for the truth, aud against Popery, and wickedness; and
therefore they are not yet slain. It also appears from
verses 12—15, that the slaying of the witnesses is to be
the last persecution that will take place previous to the
Millennium, and that the third woe and the sounding of
the seventh trumpet will immediately succeed, and put an
end to Popery, raise the witnesses, and introduce the
Millennium; when the kingdom of this world will become
the kingdom of our God and of his Christ, and Christ
will reign over the whole earth forever and ever. These
things are not yet come to pass, and therefore we know .
that this prophecy is not yet fulfilled, and that the wit-
nesses are yet to be slain.
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The three woes (chap. viii. 13.) were evidently intended
to predict judgments upon the papal, and the eastern or
Greek churches which had adepted the worship of ima-
ges; and they were to follow the three last trumpets.
The first woe followed the fifth trumpet; and the Sara-
cens, or Mahometans overran Egypt, Palestine, Syria,
Persia and the greater part of Asia Minor. (Chap. ix. 1
—12.) The second woe followed the sixth trumpet; and
the Euphratian horsemen, to wit, the Turks, overran all
‘lie Saracens’ empire un/d extended their conquests into
- Europe, conquered all Greece, took Constantinople, and
all the East of Europe. (ver. 183—21.) The third woe
of course must follow the seventh trumpet, and will over-
turn both the papal, and the Turkish power and dom'-
nion, and introduce the Millennium. Tlerefore it evi-
dently appears that the church has the most tremendous
scene of persecution before her; and every man and wo-
man who is, or will be a friend to Christ and his cause,
should be on the alert, and be prepared to stem the storm
with christian fortitude and patience; and let all who ex-
pect, from their preseut age to live twenty years longer
expect to know by experience what the church has in
time past suffered for the cause of the glorious gospel of
Christ. I am not disposed to raise a phantom to alarm
the fears of the church; nor would I wish to excite im-
proper apprehensions of danger; neither would it be pro-
per to do so. But I feel confident that God has predict-
ed these things in his word, and therefore I feel it my
‘duty as a watchman on the walls of Zion, to give warn-
ing, when I see the sword coming. If the word of God
has said these things, they will infallibly come to pass.
My duty is to tell the world how I understand these pro-
phecies; and if I am wrong, it is my weakness; but if I
am correct in my views of God’s word, the church may
depend upon it, that she will have her members tried to
the quick, and that before very long. I have given my
reasons for my opinions, and the public has it in their
power to judge of them. But one thing I say; let the
church beware of speaking peace, when God speaks
- hone, .
3. In the thjrd place, the Papal power, and all the
yowers of Antichrist mast be destroyed, before the Mil-
ennium will commeunce, and this will not take place,
until the 1260 years of the Pope’s reign will be finished,
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and while the Beast reigns, the gospel will not haye-
much success in overturning Satan’s kingdom. A great
deal may be done, and a great deal has been done these
twenty years past, by missionary and bible societies, in
laying a grand foundation for the spread of the gospel,
when the time appointed will come. 'The translating,
and disseminating the word of God over the heathen
world, in the different languages of the earth, is undoubt-
edly a great thing, and every fricnd to Jesus ought to
encourage, and aid the glorious cause. But all this is
not the Millennium. But it is Iaying an excellent foun-
dation for it. Yet notwithstanding all thesé exertions,
while ever the church remains in the wilderoess, and the
witnesses are prophesying in sackcloth, and are not slain,
and while ever the Pope occupies his throne, the gospel
will not do much good, and the church must wait till
God’s appointed time. If, therefore, the church is to be
in the wilderness, counstantly fleeing before the Dragon,

-oppressed with affliction, and distress; and if the two

‘witnesses are still to prophesy in sackcloth, and at last
to be slain, and lie dead until the Millennium commences,
how is it possible for the cause of Christ to triumph over
the kingdom of Satan? It is'in vain for us to feed, our-
selves up with fancies, and build thrones on empty ima-
ginations, contrary to the express word of God. The
truth is, the Pope, according to prophecy, will reign,
and Mahomet will reign, until the Millennium begins;

* the Pope, Mahomet, and Pagans, all belong to the king-

dom of Satan. They are all three reigning now, and -
will reign until God’s appointed time; and that will be,
as we have said, until the end of twelve hundred and
sixty years from the commencement of Popery. All
which time the church must, according to the declaration
of God’s word, be in the wilderness flying from the face
of the Serpent. ‘Also her two witnesses must all this
time be clad in sackcloth, and go in mourning, and at
last be slain. and be dead for three years and a half, at
the close of their testimony. This then is what we are
to expect if the word of God be true, and we understand
it 1;3$htly. o
“2se things being so, in vain do we talk of the gos~
ading over the world, and gaining ground on the
of Satan. The fact is, Paganism, the Beast,
‘e prophet are reigning, hdve reigned all over

™
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the world, (except a very small part indeed,) and will
reign until the twelve hundred and sixty years will be
ended. If, therefore, the gospel is to come to a close at
the commencement of the Millennium, what time will it
have to spread all over the earth? how will it bring in
the Jews? how will it extend from sea to sea, and from
the river to the ends of the earth? how will all the ends
of the earth see the salvation of God? But it is said that
Geod can do wonders; he can cause a nation to be born in
a day, and all these great promises can be fulfilled in a
very short time, even between this time and the begin-
ning of the Millennium. But it is impessible for the gos-
pel to spread all over the world in the circumstances in
which the church is now and must continue to be till the
Millennium will begin. If the gospel would spread over
the world, and convert heathens, Jews and Mahometans,
it would bring the woman out of the wilderness, and take
the sackcleth off the witnesses, and prevent them from
being slain; it would raise them before they would be
dead, and it would destroy popery and Mahometanism
before the twelve hundred and sixty years would be fin-
ished.. In short, it would overturn the whele series of
prophecy, and falsify the word of God. The church
cannot be prosperous, and be in distress at the same time;
the witnesses cannot overcome the kingdom of Satan, and
go in sackcloth at the same time. 'The meaning of sack-
cloth is mourning, sorrow, and distress, and the meaning
of fleeing into the wilderness from the face of the serpent,
is to be hiding from danger, and to be in a discensolate,
forlorn condition. In this melancholy, mourning, and
distressed state, the church, and the witnesses have been
for upwards of twelve hundred years, and must yet die,
and lie dead for three years and a half before she, or they,
can arise to glory and triamph. Therefore it is perfectly
idle to talk of the gospel spreading over the world, while
. the church continues in this distressed and forlorn cen-
- dition. God will' not grant such success to his word;
nay, he cannot do it consistent with his truth, and accor-
ding to the plan which he has revealed in his word. The

" gospel must be concealed in the wilderness, and the mins
isters of Christ must preach in sackcloth until God’s
time to favour Zion shall come; and therefore the gospel
never can be successful, in the circumstances in which
the church is, and in which she will, and must be, accor.
9 .
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ding to prophecy, until the Millennium commences.:
3. In the last place, we are to comsider, what Christ
has yet to do before his mediatorial glory can be com-
plete. 'This question is easily. answered. He must do,
exactly and precisely, what he has promised to do. He
must fulfil his covenant engagements with his Fathers
and that is, to lose nothing of all he has given him te
gave; (John vi. 89. and xviii. 9.) and not suffer Satan,
nor any thing else, to pluck one of them out of his hands
(John x, 28, 29.) and he must fulfil his promises to his
church; and that is, “To bruise Satam under her feet;’’
{Rom. xvi. 20. Gen. iii. 15.) to bless all the families of
the earth; (Gen. xii. 8, and xxviii. 14.) to destroy the
works of the devil; (1 Johniii. 8.) and to draw all men
unto him; (John xii. 82.} and also to fulfil his solemn
oath to Moses. (Num. xiv. 21.) ““Bat as troly as ¥live,
all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord,”
¢and all the ends of the earth must see his salvation.”
- (Is. lii. 10.) ‘This he has never done yet; but he has
bound himself by his own eternal truth to do it in due
time; and his mediatorial glory depends upon his fulfilling
every tiitle of what he has promised to do for the salva-
tiom of simmers. ‘
_-¥ iave now endeaveured honestly to examine and see
whit Christ has engaged and promised to do; and also,
we have seem, what he has already done, and thirdly,
what he has yet to do, in order to fuliil his word; and we
find that ke has only entered upon and is about complet-
ing ‘the exordium, a mere intreduction of his work, and
the main work of salvation is yet to be performed. Satan
has ‘evidently been reigning in triumph from the begin-
ning of the contest, and will reign by the permission of
heaven till the commencement of the Millenniuin. The
church has waded through many seas of bleod, and she
has one more, #nd the deepest and broadest one to wade
through yet, before she will find TERrRA FIRMA tO rest
wpon, Now, what shall we say? This unhappy theory
says, ‘the race of mankind will cease, the gospel will
terminate, and all apportanity ‘of salvation will be over,
at the commencement of the Millennium.”” 1If so, then
we say it, we have demonstrated it, we have proved it,
#hat Christ will forever lose his mediatorial glory; his
plan, which he has stated to us, will be defeated; and
although Christ will have taken a little flock of prisemers
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from the camp of Satan, yet Satan will have gained o
complete victory, and will have held, his dominion over
the world, and it will be forever true what St. John said,
¢The whole werld lieth and will eternally lie in wick-
edness!”” The writer of these remarks feels his heart
rising with indignation and abhorrence, at the ghastly
idea of Satan’s kingdom, according to this blasphemous
hypothesis, becoming victorious over the church of Christ.
But my heart is perfectly relieved when I see all the evi-
dences and proofs both from scripture and from facts
combining to prove this sentiment false, and bearing all
the scandal and reproach on itself, which it attempts to
throw upon the cross, and upon the ehurch of Christ.

L

SR TIOXY V2R

Having endeavoured to remove those obstacles out of
the way, we now proceed to show more particularly
what the Millennium will be. We state, in the first
place, that the great object of the Millennium is, com-
pletely to fulfil all the promises of God relative to the
glorious extent and grandeur of the church, destroying the
kingdom of Satan, and extending the blessings of salva«
tion te all the inhabitants of the earth, for a thousand
prophetical years; pll Jews, Mabometans, Papists and
pagaas, who will remain after the dreacful catastrophe of
papal Bome, and all the numerous generations of man-
kind will be saved with an everlasting salvation, to the
infinite glory of the Redeemer, and the eternal honor of
the gospel of Christ. In order that this may come io
pass several important tkings must take place. All the
children whe will he bern must he of the elect number;
or, in other words, they will all he ¢‘such as shall be
-saved.” ‘The seed of the Serpent will be destroyed, and
po more of that unhappy number will be bern until the
ﬂlonﬂa:d years are ended; 'This at least will be true on

neral principles; we do ot pretend to say ihat every
B dividost will be’ evved; perhaps it may be so; but it
will 2o doubt be generally so. Batan also musibe effece
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tually restrained, so that he will not be permitted to
tempt, deceive, or in any way distarb the inhabitants of
the earth, during this happy season. Moreover, the in-

fluences of the Spirit of God, must in a superabundant
degree, and in a most powerful manner, accompany the

gospel, and the saving effects of the word of Gord will in

due time, be felt in every heart, convincing and convert-
ing sinners, and building up believers in the faith and

comfort of the gospel. Thus Christ will come down and

reign in his church, and in and ever the world, in a spi-

ritual sense, by his spiritual presence, to wit, by the in-

fluences of his holy spirit, and the dispensations of his

grace and providence, to the great joy, peace, happi-

ness, and consolation of his church and people. He

will guard them, preserve them, direct them, and bless

them; and be will emphatically be a blessing to all the

nations and families of the earth.

2. The gospel will be preached, and the ordinances
administered, and all the means of grace dispensed in the
church, which Christ has appointed in his word; and
these will then, as well as now, be the only means by
which sinners will be saved. Children will not be born
holy, more than they are now; sinners will need regene-
ration, faith, and sanctification, as much as ever they did,
‘and constant grace to direct, assist, and keep them in the
way of duty, and preserve them in the ways of religion.
But there will be no deficiency, either as to means; or
grace to accompany the means, to render them effectual
to salvatien; for the gospel, the bible, and all the ordi-
nances of the house of God, will be spread all over the
world. Is. ii. 1, 2. ¢‘And it shall come to pass in the last
days,” (to wit, the days of the Millennium) ¢‘that the
mouatain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills,
and all nations. shall flow inte it, and many people shall
go and say, Come ye and let us go up to the mountain of
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths, for
out of Zion shall go forth the law and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem.” Chap. lix, 21. ‘‘As for me, this
is my covenant with them, saith the Lord, my Spirit that
is upon thee, and my words, which I have putin thy
mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the
' mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s
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geed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and forever.” ¢I
have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth,
in righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me eve-
ry knee shall bow, and every tengue shall swear. Sure-
ly, shall one say’’ (they shall say surely) ¢in the Lord
have I righteousness and strength; even to him” (Christ) -
¢¢shall men come—In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel
be justified and shall glory.” Psalm xxii. 27. ¢All the
ends of the world shall remember and tarn unto the Lord,
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before
thee.” Is.1lii. 10. ¢“The Lord hath made bare his arm
in the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth
shall see the salvation of our God.” See also, Is. lvi. 6
—8. Hab. ii. 14. Zech. xii. 10—14.

8. The kingdom of Satan will be totally destroyed,
his head bruised, and his power and influence effectually
restrained. The reign of popery shall forever be hissed
out of the world; the delusions of Mahomet shall be done
away; and idol worship and all kind of idolatry shall
forever cease; and the true worship of God, in spirit and
in truth, in the name of Jesus Christ, shall prevail over
the world. Rev. xviii. 2, 21. “Babylon the great is fal-
len, is fallen. And a mighty angel took up a stone, like
a great millstene and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus
with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown
down, and shall be found no more at all.” 2 Thess. ii.
3—8. ““That man of sin,~—the son of perdition—whom the
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall
destroy with the brightness of his coming.” Rev. xix.
20, 21. “‘And the beast wastaken, and the false prophet:.
'These both were cast alive into a lake of fire, burning with
brimstone. And the remnant were slain with the sword
of him who sat upon the horse, which proceeded out of
his mouth.” Chap. xx. 1—8—And he laid hold on the
Dragon,—and bound him a thousand years,” &c. See
chap. xi. 18. ‘“And shouldest destroy them who destroy
. the earths” not only papists but also Turks and Mahom-
etans, Is. ii. 17—21. ¢—The Lord alone shall be ex-
-alted in that day, and the idols he shall utterly abolish.
In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his
idols of gold, which they made, each for himself to wor-
ship, to the moles and to the bats; to go into the clifts of
the rocks—for fear of the Lord, and for the glory ef his
Majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth..”
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Jer. x. 11. ““The gods that have not made the heavens,
and the earth, even they shall perish from the'earth, and
from under these heavens.” Zech. xiv. 20,21. ¢Inthat
day shall there be on the hells of the horses, HOLINESS
uUNTO THE LoRD. Yea every pot in Jerusalem and in
Judah shall be, Holiness uuto the Lord of Hosts,” &c.
Ezek. xxxvii. 21 —-28. ¢Neither shall they defile them-
selves any more with their idols, nor with their detesta-
ble things, nor with any of their transgressions; but I will
save them—so shall they be my people, and I will be
their God; And David my servant shall be king over
them—and they shall walk in my judgments and observe -
my statutes to do them. And they shall dwell in the
land—Even they and their children, aud their children’s
children forever, and my servant David shall be their
prince forever,” &c. See Jer. xxxiii, 5, 6. Hos. iii. 4,
5. Luke i. 82, 83. Is. ix. 6, 7.

4. The light of the gospel will become very great and
glorious. Believers will see and understand the glorious
doctrines of the bible, with clearness, even those doctrines
which are mysteries to us. How easily the apostles,
under the direction of the Spirit, could apply the dark
prophecies of the old Testament to the establishment of
the gospel. 8o no doubt it will be with the millennary
inhabitants of the New Jerusalem; they, under the clear
sunshine of the gospel, will see clearly, and nnderstand
with ease and perspicuity, the hidden mysteries of reli-
gion, of which it costs us hard study and labour to have
even a glimmering view. The prophets have set this
matter in a very striking, and beautiful light, and have

iven it very sublime and high colouring indeed. See
ech. xiv. 6, 7. “‘And it shall come to pass in that.day,
that the light shall not be clear, nor dark—not d#y nor
might; but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it
shall belight.” When Christ was crucified, it was in-
deed a dreary time in the view of the church; yet it was
a day well known, or appointed to or by the Lord. 'The
light began to dawn at the resurrections on the day of
pentecost it began to shine more clearly; and it has been
increasing ever since, but still it is misty and cloudy; Phe
sun does not shine clearly, nor will it until the evenin
of the gospel. .Even christians with all the spiritu
light they have, can only see darkly, as through a glass.
ow little do we know of the gospel plan? How darkly
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can we understand the dispensations of God towards our-
selves, or towards the church? How often do doubts and
fears prevail in our minds, notwithstanding all that Christ
has said and promised in his word? How weak our faith,
how low and grovelling are our affections notwithstand-
ing all our light? But the evening time will soon be here,
when the gospel sun will not be set; but when it will
break forth from behind the eclipse, and shine ouf with
resplendent lustre, and completely dispel all mists and
clouds, and clearly illuminate all the regions of the earth,.
from east to west, and from pole to pole.

. If the reader will read Ezek. xlii. 1—5, he will find
a very beautiful representation of the gradual increase o
the gospel under the figure of a stream of water. When
the prophet first crossed it, the waters were to the ancles;
a thousand cubits lower down, the waters came to his
kneess a thousand cubits farther, they were to his loins;
but a thousand cubits farther, they became a river that
could not be passed without swimming. The light and
effects of the gospel, from the fall to Abraham, were to
the ancles; from Abraham through the Jewish dispensa-
tion to Christ, they were to the knees; from Christ under
the christian dispensation, they are to the leins till the.
commencement of the Millennium; but through the Mil-
tennium they will be as an unfordable river. Is. xi. 9.
~—¢“T'hie earth shall be filled with the knowledge of<the
Lord, as the waters eover the sea.”” See Sol. Songs, vi.
t0. InIs. xxx. 26, we have a noble description of the
glorious light of the gospel In the latter day.” ¢‘More-
over, the light ef the moon shall be as the light of the
sun, and the light of the sun shall be seven fold, as the
light of seven days, in the day that the Lord bindeth up
the breach of his people, and healeth the stioke of their
wound.” Compare this with chap. xxiv. 23. ¢“Then the
moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when
the Lord of hosts shall reign in Mount Zion and in Je-
rusalem, and before his ancients gloriously.” This isa
bold figure indeed; the sun and moon are here personified
and represented as blushing, and ashamed when their

‘feeble beams are compared with the more refulgent rays

of the gospel, when God shall bring in the Jew, with
the fulness of the Gentiles, and reign gloriously over his
ancient people whom he had long rejected. See alse Ie.
Ix. 19, 20. Zech. xii. 8, Rev. xxi. 22, 26,
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5. The kingdom of the Messiah shall extend all over

. the world, and Christ, the seed of Abraham, shall be. &
blessing to all the nations and families of the earth.. All
the kindreds, tongues and nations in the world, shall be
given to him, and his salvation shall extend to the utmost
bounds of this lower creation, and Jesus our aderable
Savior, who was lifted up on the cross, shall draw all
men unto him. Thus, as St. Paul says, Rom. x. 18,
alluding to what the Psalmist said, when he compared
the word of God to the luminaries in the firmament, (Ps.
19) ¢Verily their sound’” (to wit, the sound of the preach-
ers of the gospel) ¢went into all the earth, and their
-words unto the ends of the world,”” as the light of the sun
and moon and the glory of the starry firmament proclaim,
by day and by night, the glory of the Lord. ls. xxvii.
6. ¢‘Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the
world with frait.” Is. xlix. 6. I will also give thee for
a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation
unto the ends of the earth.” Zech. ix. 10. ‘“He shall
speak unto the heathen and his dominion shall be from -
sea even to sca, and from the river even to the ends of
the earth.” Mal. i. 11. ‘From the rising of the sun,
even to the going down of the same, my name shall be
great among the Gentiles. And in every place incense
- «shall be offered to my name and a pure offering; for my
name shall be great among the heathen saith the Lord of
hosts.” TIs. xi. 9. “For the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”’
Dan. vii. 14. ¢‘And there was given him dominion, and
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and lan-
guages should serve him.”

6. The Jews shall be converted to christianity, and all
the tribes of Israel will be brought into the church of
Christ. 'Whether the Israelites will be literally brought
to their own land, or whether those numerous prophecies
which predict their return, are to be understood in a me-
taphorical sense, is a question, which the fulfilment can
only determine. It is sufficient for our present inquiry
to know certainly, that they will be brought to embrace
the christian religion. 'This we are sure of, whether they
will actually return to Jerusalem or not; and this will be
a glorious fulfilment of the promises of God relative to
their restoration. We have demonstrated, that while the
church is in the wilderness, and the witnesses are pro-
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phesying in sackcloth the Jews will not be brought in;
for they are to be brought in with the fulness of the Gen-
tiles. But this cannot be, while the church is in the
wilderness, and the witnesses are clad in mourning. If,
then, the gospel will be at an end when the Millennium
commences, the Jews will never be converted, and this
‘'would falsiy hundreds of passages in the word of God
where God has solemnly pledged his eternal veracity that
he will gather them from among the nations and bring
them to their own land. 'This abundantly demonstrates
that that unhappy sentiment is not only false but dishon-
oring to God and derogatory to the mediatorial glory of
Christ. See Hosea iii. 4, 5. Zech. ii. 4, 5, and viii. 3
—=6. Ezek. xxxvi. and many other places.

7. 'Fhe kingdom of Christ will be vastly numerous in
the Millennary state. Christ’s flock is now and ever has
been, 4 little flock, few in number, scattered up and
down through the world, in the midst of prowling wolves,
to wit, the Devil’s seed, who have ever been engaged in
Satan’s cause and always up in arms against the poor
disciples of Christ. All the world lieth in wickedness,
and the énemies of Christ are spread all over the face of
the earth. Is it nothing for the numbers of Satan’s king-
dom to be incalcilable? and even incalculably greater
than the numbers of ‘the kingdom of Christ? Can we
feel it no dishonor to Christ or his gospel, that but few
will be saved, notwithstanding the agonies of his death,
and thé infinite merits of his blood, and the ample pro-
vision that was made for the redemption of sinners? and
that thé greater part of mankind, nevertheless, will be
forever lost? We ought to be cautious of indulging such
sentiments, lest we dishonor our glorious Redeemer, and
tramplé upon the dignity of his cross. I confess I feel
the salvation of my own soul a great prize indeed; butit
is not enough for me to glory over my own salvation, and
the salvation of a few more scattered here and there
through the world. The guspel presents an infinitely
higher object liefore us than this. Tlie honor and glory
of our Redeemer is at stake, and the respectability of the
gospel, and the dignity of the chtirch are all deeply con-
cerned in this matter. But it is impossible for Christ, as
a Rédeemer, his gospel, or his chiurch to be glorious,
unless he destroy Satan’s kingdom, which never can be
dene by suffering him to lead the greater part of mankin

10
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down to perdilion. The plain undeniable truth is,
Christ’s kingdom must become numerous, and very nu-
merous, and indeed incalculably mere numerous than
Satan’s kingdom, or he never can be glorious in his me-
diatorial character. If the gospel would end, with the
end of Satan’s reign, the respectability of the church,
the honor of the cross, and the glory of the Saviour
would end with it. But blessed be our adorable Saviour,
he has promised his church better things. Abraham was
constituted the heir of the world, in the covenant which
God made with him. Rom. iv. 13. He was made the
father of believers in all ages, and among all nations
(ver. 11, 12, 16.) and all believers are accounted his
seed (Gal. iii. 28,29.) Thus the apostle argues, that
the promise, that Abraham should be the father of many
nations, is by no means confined to his natural posterity
but more especially relates to his spiritual seed who are
interested in the same covenant by faith, inasmuch as he
was to be the progenitor of Christ the promised Seed,
who is the heir of all things (Heb. i. 2.) Therefore
Abraham’s seed does not mean exclusively the children
“of Israel, but also all the faithful, both Jews and Gen-
tiles. This is a very important circumstance to prove
the vast numbers of believers who will constitute the
kingdom of Christ; for God said to Abraham, (Gen. xiii.
16,) I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth, so
that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall
~ thy seed also be numbered.” 'This is a far higher figure
than the stars of heaven, (Chap. xv. 5.) or the sand
which is upon the sea shore. (Chap. xxii. 17.) Whe
can number the particles of dust in one square foot of
earth; here our calculation, and our ideas of numbers
are lost, but I am not sure that an angel can count the
articles of dust that compose the whele earth. 'This is
- indeed a bold figure, and looks like extravagance, but
God knew what he was saying, and what he was pro-
mising to do for Abraham, and for his church in the
latter day. But the Serpent can yetoutcount Abraham so;

far, that Abrahaw’s seed would hardly be worthy of a"

comparison, as to numbers. Surely there is a glorious
time before us, when the seed of the Serpent will end,

and the seed of Abraham will rise in numbers equal to -

the dignitv of this noble promise, and the church will
‘o longer be ashamed of the paucity of Abrdham’s chil-
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. dren. TIs. ii. 2—4. “And it shall come to pass in the
last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall
be established in the top of the mountains—and all na-
tions shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and
. say, Come ye, and let us go Gp to the mountain of the
Lord to the house of the God of Jacob, and he shall
judge ameng the nations and shall rebuke many people.”
Is. Ix. ““And the Gentiles shall come te thy light, and
kings to the brightness of thy rising; thy sons shall come
from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side
—the abundance of the sea (sailors, and inhabitants of
the islands) shall be converted unto thee, the forces (or
armies) of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. Who are
these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their win-
dows—Thy gates shall be open continually, (to receive .
converts flocking to the church,) they shall not be shut
night nor day, that men may bring unto thee the forces
of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be brought—I
will make thee an eternal excellence, a joy of many gene-
rations— A little one shall become a thousand, and a
small one a strong nation. I the Lord will hasten it in
his time.”” Chap. Ixvi. ‘“Before she travailed she brought
forth, before her pains came she was delivered of a man-
child” (ver. 7.) or a strong vigorous progeny. 'Thisisa
beautiful figure. Now under this comparatively dark
time of the gospel, what distress and labor young con-
verts  have to go through, suffering under convictions,
fears, doubts, and despair, before they apply to Christ
with any degree of confidence; but when the Millennium
takes place the church will bring forth her spiritual chil-
dren without any travail, or throes of parturition. Sin-
ners will fly to Christ at once, without waiting ordetain-
ing long, like foolish Ephraim did in the place of the
breaking forth of children, (Hosea xiii. 13.) " =~
of the gospel will be so clear, that it will i
remove all doubt or difficulty, and the ct
come forth at once without any pain or unne
- g vail. (ver. 8.) ¢“Who hath heard such a th
¢ hath seen such a thing? Shall the earth be m
forth in a day? Shall a nation -be born at «
soon as Zion travailed she brought forth h
(ver. 18.) I will gather all nations, and t
they shall come, and see my glory.” See 1
and Ezek, xxxvi. 10, 11, Dan. ii. 85. Zecl
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¢‘Thus saith the Lord of hosts, there shall yet old men,
and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem; and
every man with his staff in his band for very age. And
the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls -
ﬂaying in the streets thereof.” Bee ver. 20—23, and
osea i. 10, 11. Jer. xxxi. 84. ‘“‘And they shall teach
no more every man his neighber, and every man his bro-
ther, saying, Know the Lord; for they shall all knew
me from the least of them to the greatest of them, saith
the Lord.” Chap. xxxiii. 22. ¢“As the host of heaven
cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea mea-
sured, so will I multiply the seed of David my servant,
and the Levites who minister unto me.” See alsg the
following texts in the New Testament which are not to
be limited as they usually have been, but understood on
general principles with only the small exception of the
seed of the serpent, John i. 7, 9, 29, and xii. 31, 32.
Luke ii. 10. Acts iii. 25. Rom. v. 17—21. 1 Tim. ii. 4
~—6, and iv. 10. Matt. xxviii. 19, 20; Mark xvi. 15.
John iij. 17, and xvi, 8, t11. Col. i. 5, 6. Titus ii. 11.
Heb. ii. 9. 1 John ii. 2, and iii, 8, and iv. 14, Rev. v. 9,
and vii. 9, and xi. 15. , .
8, The Millennial state will be atime of perfect peace,
joy and happiness, This will. be a new, and a great
thing to the long afflicted church of Christ. The king-
dom of the Redeemer, ever since the fall, and even ever
since the introduction of the gospel dispensation, has
been truly distressing; excepting a mere prelude, in the
days of Constantine the Great, when the church enjoyed
a few years, and. but a few, of peace, tranquillity and
lory. 'This happy time might be called a. mere imper-
ect shadow of the peace and happiness of the Millen-
nium. Bt generally speaking. the church has enjoyed
‘but little peace in this wicked troublesome world. She
has always been snrrounded. with enemies, and- almost
always has had enemies in her bosom. Christ’s litile
_ band, of disciples were. not only surrounded- with the
priests, and scribes, bnt.it.had a Judas who betrayed his
Master; and the church has never. been without her Ju-
dases, and. her enemies a}l around her. Many a tear
have the friends of Jesns shed for the disconsplate staie
of Zion, and many a stream of blood. has issued from
the open veins, and. distorted limbs of. thousands who
have sacrificed. their lives for the cause of. Christ. Not
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only so, but even in the most peaceable times that the
church has ever emjoyed, it is very evident that Satan
has never yet been hound. She has constantly been ha-
rassed with errors, divisions, contests, broils, animosities,
hatred, malevolence, and every evil that can be imagined.
Christians can hardly commune together, or pray for or
wish well to each other. 1o this we mhay add, the sore
travail of every individual believer. We may truly say,
‘‘without are fightings, and within are fears.” How
gloomy their hopes, how dull their prospects, how many -
are their complaints, doubts, and fears. How often do
we lament over coldness, worldly mindedness, dark views
of the gospel, and the prevalence of sin and temptations.
T hus the state of every christian is a perfect warfare,
and nothing but death can unbuckle the harness. We
live in an enemy’s couniry, we can. hardly move but we
‘are in danger, and the worst enemy we have, is the re-
mains of corruption in our own hearts; which is ready to
catch at every flattering bait that comes in our way.—
‘We are so accustomed to times of annoyance, vexation,
and distress, that to talk of a time of peace and happi-
ness in this world, appears to us almest romantic, and
little else than the fumes of enthusiasm. But the pur-
poses of God are fixed, and we may rely upon his word,
which engages to his church a glorious reward, even in
this world, of perfect peace, joy, amd happiness, for ali
she has sufferad: for his name, as well as an unspeakablo
reward of everlasting felicity in heaven. Is. xxxv. 1, 2.
¢“The wilderness and the solitamy place shall be glad for
them; and the desert (the Gentiles) shall rejoice, and
blosgom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and
rejoice even with joy and singing. (ver. 4.) Say unto
them of a fearful heart, Be streng, fear not. (ver. 10.)
- And the ransomed of the Lard shall return, and come to
Zion with songs, and everlasting joy upon. their heads.
They shall obtain. joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away.” Chap. 1x. 15—18. ‘“Whereas
thou hast been forsaken and:hated-—IL will make:thee an
eternal excellence, a joy of many genertions— Violence
shall no.more be heard:in thy land; wasting nor destruc-
tion within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls
salvation, and- thy gates praise.” See chap: lxi. 7T—11.
Ixv. 17—+19; 25. ‘‘Beholdi I: create new heayens-and a
wew earth; and,the farmer.shall not be remembered nor

3
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come into mind. But be ye glad and rejoice forever in.
that which I create, for behold, (by way of explanation)
I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.
And T will rejoice in Jerusalem and joy in my people,
and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her,
nor the voice of crying—The wolf and the lamb shall
feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bul-
lock, and dust shall be the serpent’s meat; they shall not
hurt nor destroy in all my hely mountain saith the Lord.”
See chap. Ixvi. 12—14, 22, 23. Compare this with 2
Pet. iii. 13. ¢“Nevertheless we, according to his promise,
(alluding to Is. Ixv. 17.) look for new heavens and a new
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.”” Compare both
these texts to Rev. xxi. - ““And I saw a new heaven and
a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away—And God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes, and there shall be no more death, neither sor-
row, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain,
for the former things are passed away,”” &c. .
All these passages relate to the very same thing, even
to the glorious state of the church in the time of the Mil-
lennium. Commentators generally explain this passage
in Peter, and this in Revelation as a description of the
heavenly state after the day of judgment. Butit appears
to me very evident that they are wrong. Peter evidently
alludes to the text im Isaiah which we have quoted ahove;
for I do not recollect any other place in the Old Testa-
ment where: God has promised to create a new heaven
and earth. Dr. Scett in his notes on Is. Ixv. 17, admits
that Peter referred to this text in Isaiah, which he feels
constrained from the context to explain as relating to the
glorious state of the church on earth, and he is miserably
trammelled to explain the two texts differently, and yet
acknowledge that Peter’s text was a quotation from this,
and consequently must mean the same thing. This is an
easy way to get over a hard place, to make Peter mean
one thing, and Isaiah another, and yet both meaning the
same thing. This will do for a great man, whose word
is a law; but a litde man must be a little more careful.
Peter had given a very sublime description of the day of
judgment; But, says he, we, before this comes to pass,
look for new heavens and a new earth. I witl give three
reasons for the propriety of my paraphrase. 1. T have
never mot With any good reason, nor a proof, that God

b
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in his word has ever given us a description of heaven.
He told us about it, but perhaps to describe it would
be b8 improper and impossible. It is more than we
are able to do, to comprehend the glorious descriptions
of the church in her glory upon earth, let alone heaven,
which is an infinitely more exalted state. 2. We see
plainly from the scope of the whole 65th chapter of Isai-
ah that he is speaking not of heaven above, but of the
happy state of the church in the last days. This is ad-
mitted by commentators, and it is also admitted, and it is
evident that Peter alludes to this very promise; conse-
quently he must of course mean the very same thing; to
wit, that before the day of judgment comes, we expect
new heavens and a new earth according as God has pro-
mised. 3. Peter’s Greek, I humbly conceive, reads this
very way. Nevertheless, PROSDOKOMEN; the verb, Dokao,
or, DOKADZO itself means, to look for, or expect, but Peter
joins the preposition pro with the verb, which signifies,
before, or, before hand; so that the compound verb means
to look for beforehand. I know the compound verb is
frequently used to signify, simply to expect, but the strict
etymological sense of the word is as I have stated, and
we are constyained to give it this meaning in this place,
because Peter must have meant so, to agree with the text
in Isaiah, which he quotes mearly verbatim. So that,
although the day of judgment will come, nevertheless we
expect that God will fulfil his promise to his church
according to the sense of the prophecy. We might also
observe that St. John’s new heavens and his new Jeru-
salem coming down from God means the same thing.
He had given a view of the Millennium and of the day
of judgment, and after he had finished his series of pro-
phecy, he closed his account by giving us a beautiful
description of the millennary state of the church, under
the figure of a grand capacious city adorned with every
thing that is beautiful, costly and excellent, emblematical
of the peace, comfort and happiness of the kingdom of -
Christ during the thousand years. See Micahiv. 3,4. I
will only quote one passage more descriptive of the peace
and tranquillity of this happy state of the church. Is. xi.
‘6—9. “'}’he wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the
young lion, and the fatling together; and a little child
shall feed them, And the cow and the hear shall feed,
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and their young ones shall lie down together; and the lion
shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking chil ]
play on the hele of the asp, and the weaned child er
hand on the cockatrice’s den. 'They shall not hurt for
destroy in all my holy mountain, for the earth shall be
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the
sea.”

9. The blessed inhabitants of this new state of the
church will be all koly and righteous. 'The prophet says,
(Zech. xiv. 20, 21.) Holiness to the Lord shall be upon
the bells of the horses, and on all the pots of Jerusalem
and Judah. This shoWws a most happy state of religion;
the implements and utensils made use of in common life,
are represented as holy, in censequence of the prevalence
of religion, and the holy principles on which mankind
will follow their common eccupations. Is. Ix.21. ¢Thy
people shall be all righteous.” Chap. Ixii. 12. ¢And they
shall call them the holy people, the redeemed of the
Lord.” See Ezek. xliii. 12. Jer. xxxi.31—384. ¢“Behold
the days come, saith the Lofd, that I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and Judah—This shall
be the covenant that I shall make-—After those days,
saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts,
and write it in their hearts, and will be their God, and
they chall be my people. And they shall teach no more
every man his neighbor, and every man his brother,
saying, know the Lord, for they shall all know me from
the least of them to the greatest, saith the Lord.” Thus
it appears that true and genuine holiness shall not only
be inscribed on their outward conduct, but the laws of
God will be written in their very hearts and minds; and
it appears that the true knowledge of God, as the only
true God, will be so universal, that there will be no need,
after the Millennium is come to its full glory, for any
one neighboring nation to send missionaries to another,to
turn them from idols to the knowledge of the true God,
for the knowledge of God shall be universal over the
whole world. The duty and labor of teachers will not
be so much to teach, especially those who are come to
years of knowledge, and maturity, and to vindicate the
doctrines of religi -n, and guard against error, as to nou-
rish and edify the people of God, and build up the church
in faith and holiness. Also, the influences of the Spirit
will be so powerful, that the ministers of the gospel will
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be considered as only means, so entirely nothing in them-
selves, that the divine instruction will appear to come
from God himself, through the mere means of his appoint-
ment. The truth, upon the whole, is, true holiness and
vital religion shall be universal all over the earth, so that
the whole kingdom of Christ shall be delivered from all
its enemies (as Zecharias said, Luke i. 74, 75) and
¢‘gserve him without fear, in holiness, and righteousness
before him all the days of their lives.”

I cannot venture to say that every individual on earth,
in the time of the Millennium, will be saved; possibly it
may be so; neither do we say, that christians will be
perfect in holiness. But it is evident from the declara-
tions, and descriptions given us by the prophets, that
true holiness and piety will bave the ascendancy over
every thing else. . If there will be any unconverted sin-
ners, they will be so few, and so kept under, that they
will not be known; and the remains of corrupt nature
will be so overpowered by the resplendent light of the
gospel, and the conquering energy of divine grace, that
every improper feeling will be suppressed, and kept in
subordination, by the power of true religion. 'This will
be a long, glorious and happy time indeed. All nature
will put on a new appearance; old things will be done
away, behold all things will become new: a new church-
(heaven) and a new world, in which dwelleth righteous-
ness. There will be no devils in it, no papists, no pa-
gans, idolaters, Mahometans, atheists, or deists, no wick-
edness, no thefts, lying, deception, debauchery of any
kind; no swearers, drunkards, murderers, robhers, cheats,
swindlers, nor any thing that is contrary to the pure prin-
ciples of the gospel or the laws of God. But on the other
hand, godliness, brotherly love, henevolence, universal
charity, virtue and goodness, and every grace of the gos-
pel will prevail and ahound all over the face of the earth.
Then the gospel will be glorious, Satan’s kingdom des-
troyed, his head bruised, and the kingdom of Christ and
his mediatorial glory will be known, seen, felt, and dis-
played, from north to south and from the rising to the
setting sun. See Rev. xx. 3, 6, and xxi. 1—5, 10-27,
and xxii. 1—6, and xi. 15. :

10. There will be nb more wars, persecutions, or dis-
turbances in any part of the world. 'The prophet Isaiah
(chap. ii. 4.) and the prophet Micah, say, “In the last

11
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day it shall come to pass (v. 1.) that they shall beat their
swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning
houks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more; but they shall sit
every man under his vine, and under his fig tree, and none
shall make them afraid, for the mouth of the Lord of
hosts hath spoken it.”” See Is. liv. 11—14, compared
with chap. xi. 6—9.

11; 'The human race will multiply greatly, mankind
will be very fruitful, and the world will become innume-
rably populous. The most cor dial, chaste and endearing
frienaship and love will prevail among people of every
description, age, and sex; which will naturally produce
early connexions, and marriages will of eourse be epcou-
raged, and universally prevail, and females will be.very
prolific, and many sons and daughters will naturally as
well as spiritually be born to the Lord; for they will be
all of the elect number, and will be saved. Let not the
female part of my readers think hard of this circumstance,
for the curse of sorrow and travail in conception and child-
bearing (Gen. iii. 16,) will be done away; there will be .
no sorrow, pain, death, nor weeping, during those happy
times, (Rev. xxi. 4,) aud all the trouble, distress, anxie-
ty, and labor of bearing, nurslnﬂ‘ and raising children
will be turned into pleasure, joy, aud comfort; for there
will be no sickness, untimely deaths, or any thmg to hurt
the tender feelings of parents, with regard te their young
and tender offspring. Not only so, but there being no
wars, to carry off thousands in a day, and to depopulate
cities and nations; nor plagues, pestilences, consumptions,
fcvers, nor debaucheries to carry off mankind; all will
live to mature age, and increase, as fast as good health
of body, a vigorous constitution, and a happy, cheerful,
and comfortable state of mind will go towards the increase

of the numbers of the human race.

Psal. cxxviii. 3, 6. “Thy wife shall he as a fmltful
vine, by the sides of thy house, thy children like olive
plants round about thy table. Yea, thou shalt see thy
children’s children, and peace upon Israel.” 1In Song
. vi. 6, the church is compared to a flock of sheep, even
shorn, coming up from the washmg, ““Whereof every
one beareth twins, and there is mot one barren amonrg
them.” Zech. viii. 5. ¢“And the streets of the city {Je-
rusalem) shall be full of boys and girls, playing in. , the

[
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streets thereof.”? Jer. xxx. 19, “And T will multiply
them, and they shall not be few; I will glorify them, and
they shall not be small.” Is. xliv. 8,4. ¢I will pour my
Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine off-
spring; and they shall spring up as among the grass, as
willows by the water courses.” See Is! Ixv. 23.

12. It appears that the human race will enjoy long life
as well as prosperity in the time of the Millennium. Sce
Zech, viii, 4. “Thus saith the Lord of hosts, There
ghall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of

rusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for
very age.” Is. Ixv. 17—25, ¢“There shall be no more,
thence, (from the time that God will create new heavens
and a new earth, ver. 17,) an infant of days (that is, no
child shall die in childhood,) nor an old man who hath
not filled his days, (generally speaking,) for the child
shall die an bundred years old; (any one who may diea
hundred years old will be counted but a child;) but the
sinner, an hundred years old, shall be accursed. (The
word, accursed, often in scripture means excommunica-
ted; this sentence seems to intimate that there may be
some chance unbelievers in this happy state of the church;
but they will be execrated by the church, and cast out,
as well as accursed of God, and that in the early part of
his life; for a man a hundred years old, will be account-
ed a comparative child.) For as the days of a tree, are
the days of my people; and mine elect shall long enjoy
the work of their hands.” The oak is said fo livea .
thousand years; and if a man’s age will be generally as
the age of the oaks of the forest, the antedeluvian age
will return again.

13, The inhabitants of the new Jerusalem, or the new
heavens and earth, shall live by labor; they will huild,
plant, and cultivate the ground, and the blessing of God
will render the ground very fruitful; and there will be
no drou%hts,, scarcity, rust, mildew, smuts, noxious worms,
caterpillais, hessian flies, blasted ears or grain, &c. Is.
Ixv. 17, 21, 23. “‘Behold I create new heavens and &
new earth—And they shall build new houses and inhabit
them, and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit
of them. They shall not build and another inhabit, they
shall not plant and another eat—They shall not labor in
vaig nor bring forth for trouble, for they are the seed of
the blessed of the Lord, and their offspring with them.”
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Is. xxx. 23, 24. “Then shall he give the rain of thy
seed that thou shalt sow the ground withal; (rain to wa-
ter the seed sown;) and bread of the increase of the earth,
and it shall be fat and plenteous. In that day shall thy
cattle feed in large pastures. The oxen likewise and the
young asses that ear (till or plough) the ground shall eat
clean provender which hath heen winnowed with the sho-
vel and with the fan,” &c. See Hos. ii. 21, 22. Joel ii.
21—27. Zech. viii. 12. Mal. iii. 10—12.

14. This glorious state of the church shall last a long
time. But we refer this part of the subject to the third
general division. We have now carefully examined a
number of prophecies, and we have honestly taken a pro-

hetic view of the Millennium, and a glorious time it will

e indeed. How greatly different from the present state
of things, and from the state in which the church has ev-
er been! We rejoice greatly at such a glorious prospect,
and joyfully anticipate the happiness which awaits the
Zion of our Lord and Redeemer. The description which
the prophets have given us of this exalted state is so great
that our poor low conceptions can hardly reach even to
the threshold of the Millennial glory; and we are obliged
to acknowledge with Paul, (1 Cor.ii.9.) ¢“As it is writ-
ten, (Is. Ixiv. 4.) Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei-
ther have entered into the heart of man the things which
God has prepared for them who love him.”” But the pro-
phets have given us a revelation, and a prophetic descrip-
tion of these glorious scenes, by the Spirit of God. (ver.
10. :

A)fter taking such a pleasing view of the future glory
of the church, and seeing it is so nigh at hand, I feel like
Moses, standing on the brink of Jordan, greatly desiring,
if it were permitted, to pass over into the promised land.
Anud when the decleusion of my years, according to my
time of life, evidently seems to forbid; yet I often ¢limb
to the the top of pisgah (the promises of the gospel) and
take a view of the happy landscape, and then I rest con-
tented like Daniel, and go my way, hoping to stand in
my lot at the end of the days, Dan. xii. 13,
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INQUIRRY I,
WHEN WILL THE MILLENNIUM BEGIN?

Divines have widely differed in their calculations as to
the time when the Pope began to reign, and when the
commencement of the thonsand years will take place.
"The public is already in possession of my ideas on this
subject; and as I have published a pamphlet, entitled,
The Millennium; and having also in the first volume of
my Lectures on the New Testament, page 224—228, giv-
en the same calculation, with very little variation, I will
not trouble the reader with a repetition of what I have
already given to the public. It is, however, necessary
to state, that I am still in the full belief, that my cal-
culation from Daniel is correct; and therefore I expect
the Millennium to commence about the year 1847 or
- 1848. We are more thoroughly convinced of the cor-

rectness of this calculation from facts stated by church
history. We are informed that Pelagius II. Bishop of
Rome, assumed the title of UniNersaL Bisnopr, in the
year 588, which eoinci_de%with the statement of the pro-
phet Daniel, according t6 our calculation. The Bishop
of Rome assuming this high title, and claiming universal
authority over the churches, and holding and maintaining
this autherity even to this day, is, we think, a very good
.proof that this was the very time of the commencement
of Popery; then hy adding 1260 years to this date, we
have the exact time when the man of sin will be destroy-
ed, and when the Millennium will commence, to wit, in
the year 1848, which will be twenty-one years from the
present date (1827.)

Some critics argne that Popery began in the year 606,
as Mahomet began his imposture on that same year, and
because Boniface III. at that time, by large bribes, pre-
vailed on Phocas, the Emperor of the East, to proclaim
him universal bishop, by which edict the Roman Bishop
was constituted Bishop of the Eastern, as well as of the
‘Western churches, This would make the downfall of
the Pope to be eighteen years later than it will be accord-
ing to our calculation. But it is evident that this decree
of the Emperor only confirmed, and enlarged the autho-
rity of the Bishop of Rome, which he had assumed
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cighteen years before. And we must also consider, that
the Pope of Rome never could maintain his authority
over the Eastern churches, but soon lost it, and never
could regain it unto this day. But his authority over the
‘Western churches, which he had assumed eighteen years
before this time, he has effectually maintained to the pre-
sent time, which is undoubtedly a strong circumstance,
demonstrating the correctness of our calculation from
Daniel’s prophecy.

Others again reckon the commencement of Popery from
the year 755, because on that year the Pope became &
temporal prince, and began to reign, as king, over that
territory which kinz Pippin of France gave him, as St.
Peter’s patrimony, to wit, Ravenna, Pentapolis, and the
territory belonging to the City Rome. But this date can
never be reconciled, either with the prophecy of Daniel,
or with facts. It would be 167 years after the date of
Daniel, and it would be many years after the Bishop of
Rome had on him a number of the flagrant marks of Po-
pery, and had been evidently lording it over the church
of Christ. All these things make it satisfactorily evi-
dent that our calculation from Daniel’s prophecy fixes
the true date of the commencement of Popery; and there-
fore we may look for the downfall of the papal kingdom
about the year of our Lord 1848, when the Millennium
will commence. '

If. this will eventaally prove to he the true time of the
downfall of Popery, as I expect it will, we may rely on
it that there will be a great deal to he done in the short
space of twenty-one years. According to the nature of
things, and the circumstances of the world at present,
even to admit of wiracles, it seems impossible for the
gospel to spread all over the face of the earth, and for
the Jews to be brought in, before the Millennium will
commence. Although miracles are things performed con-
trary to the connon principles of nature, such as raising
the dead, turning water into wine, or feeding five thous-
and with five loaves and two fishes, yet a miracle neveg
did nor can do whatis a natural impossibility. It might
be possible for God to send his gospel all over the world
in twenty one years, by a miraculous work; although I
strongly suspect that he wonld either have to employ an-
gels to preach it, or give wings to men, and enable the,

“v over lands and seas; but it would be a natural im-
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possibility, and consequently heyond tke power of mira-
cles for him to do it, and yet keep his church in the wil-
derness, and his ministers clothed in sackcloth all the
time. But if he would release his church from her place
in the wilderness, and take the sackcloth off the witness-
es before the 1260 years are expired, and before the Pope
fall, he would contradict his word and give the lie to the
prophecies. This would be such a miracle, as God ne-
ver has performed; and we know that he never will; and
upon the whole ‘we conclude that the gospel will not, and
upon the truth of the scriptures, we know it cannot l'e
spread over the world before the commencemént of the
Millennium. We do not argue this merely on the short-
. mess of the time of twenty-one years, (yet even that is an
argument,) but from the thing itself being contradictory
to the truth of God’s word. These arguments were as
true a thousand years ago as they are now, for the woman
has to stay in the wlderness, and the witnesses to pro-
phesy in sackcloth, all the time during the reign of Po-
pery. Therefore the gospel never can spread over the
world until the 12€0 days are finished. Add to this, that
if the gospel were to spread over the world, then Jews,
Mahometans, and Papists, must all become christians;
this would destroy the papal power of course, and it
would turn the prophecies exactly wrongend foremost;
for they say that the Pope will kill the witnesses; but
this would be for the witnesses to kill the Pope, instead
of the Pope killing them. We therefore are sure that it
is an idle thing to talk of the world being christianized
before the Millennium commences. °
But still there is a great.deal to do in the course of these
twenty-one years. he witnesses are to be slainj they
are to lie dead three years and a half, the third woe is to
take place, the Pope is to be destroyed, the seventh trum-
pet is to be sounded, and the witnesses are to rise, These
~are great works to be done, and in a short time too, if
our calculations be correct. Christ, comparatively speak-
ing, has done little or nothing yet; he has been mostly
giving the Devil his swing, and will do so yet a little
while, but before many years he will make bare his arm,
as the prophet says, and overturn his enemies and set up
his standard among the nations of the earth. Then Sa-
tan will be bound, and shutup in the bottomless pit, and
the glorious Captain of our salvation will begin to reign,
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not as he has done heretofore, over a few people, oppress-
ed and ashamed under ten thousand reproaches, and suf-
fering persecutions and deaths in every imaginable form,
but the ‘“Kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of
the kingdom under the whole heavens shall be given to
the people of the saints of the Most High, whose king-
dom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall
serve and obey him.””” Dan. vii. 27. And the stone that
was cut out of the mountain (Dan. ii. 35,) shall become
a great mountain, and shall fill the whole earth.

dNQURRY il

HOW LONG WILL THE MILLENNIUM LAST?.
SBOTRDT T

" Commentators generally think that the thousand years
stated by St. John, as the duration of the Millennium,
are to be understood in a literal sense. Dr. Whitby is
the only exception that I know of, and with him I agree,
that these thousand years are to be calculated according
to the prophetic style of this whole book, and of several
other prophetic passages in the scriptures. According
to this prophetic mode of calculation, we have to reduce
the years to days, and then count a year for every day.
This will make the duration of the Millennium to be
three hundred and sixty thousand years. The Millen-
nium will probahly commence, as we have stated, about
the year 1848, which, according to common chronology,
will be in the year of the world 5848; and this will lack
152 years of 6000 from the creation. But we may sup-
pose that 152 years may be taken up in the time in which
Satan will be loosed after the Millennium is over. There-
fore by this calculation Satan will be permitted to reign
6000 years in all; 5848 now, and 152 years at the lat-
ter end of the world. ‘Therefore.if we calculate St.
John’s thousand years for the reign of Christ, as literal
- then the reign of Satan will be six times as long

ign of Christ; and as to extent and numbers, the



89

reign of the old Serpent will be infinitely more glorious
than the reign of our blessed Redeemer. Query: Would
this be bruising the Serpent’s head or his keel? Or would
it be bruising Christ’s heel or his head? Christ’s king-
dom heretofore, as we have already seen, compared with
Satan’s kingdom, is not worthy of being brought into
the count. Christ has never yet acted on the offensive,
but on the passive or defensive plan, and he has never
yet pretended any thing more than to keep a flying camp,
and a few castles here and there where he keeps his
stores deposited for future use. It is true he reigns in
the hearts of his people, and over his church; but he has
never yet reigned over the world; his kingdom, in this
view of it, is yet to begin; and if we have to calculate
the duration of his reign literally, it will he but one se-
venth part of the age of the world, while Satan will have
six sevenths. 'What a shame it is to allege such disho-
norable things against the kingdom of our Lord and Re-
deemer; and so evidently give a vast superiority to the
kingdom of the Devil! '

The Assyrian empire stood 1600 years; the govern-
ment of Greece in one form or another stood 2154; Rome
in all its different forms of government has stood now
2293 years, and more if we add the time of the chris-
tian emperors, and the Gothic kings. But if we count
the time of Christ’s kingdom in a literal manner, Christ’s
reign will he far shorter than any of them, and Satan
will outgo them all by far, and nearly equal the whole
of them put tagether. Can we suppose that the scrip-
tures pay no hizher a compliment to the kingdom of
Christ than this? And is it safe, or honest, for divines
and commentators to deny Christ the honor that is due to
him from his word? Butit is said by some, that although
there be but few who will be saved, yet Christ will be
glorified in the condemnation and destruction of his ene-
mies, who would not submit to his government.

It is true God has done so, and he wilfmno doubt do
so again. He destroyed the old world; he destroyed
Sodom and Gomorrah; he almost destroyed Egypt; he
destroyed Babylon, and he destroyed Jerusalemz and he
will destroy Rome. By this Christ glorifies his justice,
his power and his_sovereignty; but it is not his character,
nor his glory, as a Mediator, to destroy, but to save sin-
ners. Christ, although he is a Redeemer, can amd will
o 12
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destroy the non-elect, hut he cannot destroy his elect.
These enemies who were destroyed were not his genuine
covenanted people, whom he corrects and saves; but they
were the Serpent’s seed, whom he is under no obligations
to save, and who must be punished for their sin. But
excepting this small remnant of Adam’s race, he is under
covenant engagements to his Father, and under promise to
his church, to save the world, to be a blessing, not to a
few families, but to all the families of the earth, and to
draw them to him, and not to destroy them. Christ’s
mediatorial glory does not consist in destroying the non-
elect, but in redeeming the world.

History abounds with the great achievements of the
conquerors of the earth; but would we venture to com-
pare the glory of Christ, the great Saviour of mankind,
with the honor of those who were the very butchers of
mankind? What kind of glory was acquired by Nebu-
chadnezzar, Cyrus, Alexander, Hannibal, Scipio, Cz-
sar, the Pope, and Napoleon, and all the great generals
of Persia, Macedonia, Greece and Rome? They had
the honor of desolating cities and countries; of strewing
fields of battle with thousands slain, and filling the air
with the groans of the wounded; of making thousands of
widows and orphans in an hour. How an Indian chief
rejoices, and counts it his glory to decorate his wigwam
with the hairy scalps of his enemies. His scalping knife
and his tomahawk are his ensigns of honor, and the
groans of the aged, the screams of helpless females, and
the cries of sucking infants are his joy and triumph. Bat
away with such honors; they are the ensigns of Satan
and his bloody butchers of mankind. But Jesus is our
benevolent Redeemer, our merciful Saviour; he came in-

‘to the world, not to condemn the world but to save the

world, not to destroy men’s lives but to save them. Sa-
tan’s glory is to destroy; but the glory of Christ is to
save sinners; he came to seek and to save that which was
lost; he diedy not to glorify himself in punishing the
children of men, hut to save them from destruction, and
that all the ends of the earth may partake of his salva-
tion. lﬂﬁthough he will destroy his incorrigible enemies,
yet he h¥s the hearts of all flesh in his hand, and he has
engaged to save the greatest part of the race of Adam,
Surely there is a glorious time coming when Christ eur

" Redeemer will extend his dowminion over the world,
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and myriads of myriads of the fallen racal\all be glo-
rious diamonds in his mediatorial crown. nverts shall
ftock to him as doves to their windows, and be as nume-
rous as the drops of dew in the dawn of the morging.
But to come more closely to the point: It is onr duty
to try to know by what rule we are to calculate this num-
ber; and it is evident that we are not to determine by the
opinions of men, but by the dictates of the word of God.
I have examined closely, and cannot find any other num-
ber in the book of Revelations that relate to any future
period, but what is to be understood in a mystical sense;
if so, then we can have no scriptural autherity to calcu-
late this number any other way, unless the passage, it-
self, by some special circumstance directs us to de so.
The ten days in Chap. ii. 10, means the ten years per-
secution under Domitian, by which the apostle John
himself was banished to the isle of Patmos. The five
months in Chap. ix. 5, 10, have to be reduced to days to
make 150 years of the ravages of the Locusts, or the Ma-
hometans. The hour, the day, the month, and the year,
are to be reduced to days to make up the 39t years and
fifteen days, for the conquests of the Ottoman Turks, or
Othmans. The forty two months in Chap. xi. 2, are to
be reduced to days to make the 1260 years of the reign
of the Pope. 1In ver. 3, the thousand two hundred and
three score days are to be counted a day for a year, for
the time of the prophesying of the witmesses, clothed in
sackcloth. The three days and a half in ver. 9 and 11,
are three years and a half for the witnesses to lie dead.
The thousand two handred and three score days in Chap.
xiii. are 1260 years, in which the woman is to be in the
wilderness during the reign of Popery; and in ver. 14,
we have the same length of time stated in different terfas,
to wit, a time, which is one year, and tines, which are
two years, and half a time, which are six months. This
makes three years and a half, which multiplied by 360,
the days im a Jewish year, make 1260 as before, see
Dan. vii. 25, and xii. 7. Again, the time forty two
months in Chap. xiii. 5, is still the same account of the
duration of Popery as before. ‘ .
_ These are all the numbers which we find in #he Reve-
lations relating to time or duration, (excepting only the
thousand years of the Millennium,) and they are every
ene tp be undersiood in a mystical sense. 'When there-
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fore, every.other such number in this book is to be un-
derstood as prophetic, and months and years have to be
redyced to days, and every day counted for a year,
where can we find any authority for calculating this one
solitary number differently from the others? and can we
possibly be justifiable in so doing? I think not. Why
then should we say athousand years in this insulated
passage, and refuse to give it the well known style of the
prophecy of this book? If we confine this number to the
liberal number of one thousand, let ns not make it a so-
litary number; but count all the other numbers on the
same plan; let us say, to be consistent, that the Pope was
only to reign forty-two literal months, and that the wo-
man would only be three years and 4 half in the wilder-
ness; that the Saracens would only ravage the country
for five literal months, and also that the Turks would
conquer only for the space of a year, a month, a day, and
an hour. But were we to calculate in this manner, facts
would rise up and contradict us; history has told us how
long the ravages of Mahomet and the Turks lasted, and
we know that the Pope has already occupied the chair
of St. Peter for upwards of a thousand years, &c. We
therefore find that where these numbers are actnally ful-
filled, we are obliged to give them a mystical calculation,
by reducing months and years to.days and counting every
- day for a year, or we will make facts contradict the
prophecies. . How then, in the name of common sense,
can we venture to construe the thousand years in a liter-
al manner? It must be evident that it was not the de-
sign of St. John, or rather of the Holy Ghost, that we
should limit the duration of the Millennium to a literal
thousand years; but that we should caleculate these years
on the same scale as the other numbers are calculated.
‘We must therefore reduce the years to days by multiply-
ing a thousand by 360, which will make three hundred
and sixty thoisand days, and thea ‘count a day for a
year; and then we will, according to the genuine sense

of the prophecy, have the full time of the Millennium.
Let us give to Christ, the Pope, and the devil their
due, as John did; and not pretend toalter the times and
season wghich the Father has put in his own power,
Forty two months appear trifling when compared to &
= ' vears; but count the thousand years literally,
“the forty two months to days, and they will
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overgo the years by two hundred and six{gy and by this
fatal mode of reckoning we make the veiggh of the Pope
of Rome, 260 years longer than the reign of Christ. A
thousand years seem a long time, but to count it literally,
it is a mere trifle. compared to the duration of Satan’s
kingdom; for if we give only a thousand to Christ, his
reign will not be as long as the Pop’s by 260, nor as
long as Satan’s by 5000 years. Does this wear the face
of truth honor, or respectability? Surely not. Satan
carries the palm, by a long count, the son of perdition
comes next, and Christ is far in the rear of all.

But, blessed be God, that the style of St. John gives
the honor to Christ, and let not the calculations of poor
blinded morjals take it from him. Three hundred and
sixty thousand years seem such a long stretch of time that -
our imagination can hardly reach it, and it seems as if
the world could hardly stand so long, and as if eternity
could hardly spare such a long duration of time; and
we are ready to ask, How will heaven find reom, in her
spacious mansions, for such numbers of people as will
be born in so long a time? But that is not our look out,
our business is to count fairly and honestly if we wish
to know the truth, and not suffer our minds to be gov-
erned by mere opinion, instead of the standard of God’s
word.

This scriptural mode of reckoning completely turns
the scale. Compared to 360,000 years, the long and te-
dious years of the beast’s reign, dwindles away to no-
thing, and even the long reign of Satan is only a bruise
on the heel, and not worth complaining about, and I am
not sure but we ought to count three hundred and sixty
five days to the year, according to our own mode of
reckoning time; if so, it will add five thousand years
more to the time, and make 865,000 years be the dura-
tion of the Millennium. However, either way, it makes
the reign of Christ great and glorious, worthy of God,
-and worthy of the gospel. Our hearts are glad, and re-
joice at the prospect; it looks like doing business; and
Satan, the old serpent, now may try to take care of his
head; he-begins, already on the prospect to look lik¢ a
. fool; and all the sons and daughters of Adam who have
been lost, or who ever will be lost, will hardly be missed
compared with the inconceivable numbers who will be
saved. Satan will be bound and shut up in prison for
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three hundrifhand sixty, or sixty five thousand years,
and the wh orld, rid of its tormenter, and blessed
with the benign rays of the son of Righteousness, will
live in peace, love, and perfect harmony without pain,
trouble, or persecution, or any thing to disturb the hap-
giness, and comfort of the glorious kingdom of God. We-

ave been so long accustomed to the dark reign of Satan
and the Pope, that it seems as if the world will feel
lonesome without them.

The reign of Christ, in point of duration, compared
with the reign of Satan will be sixty, to one; for every
year that Satan has reigned, Christ will reign sixty years,
and for every thousand years of Satan’s reign, Christ
will reign sixty thousand.  Not only so, but Satan had
twice to begin the world; once with Adam and Eve; and
again with Noah and his three sons. Moreover during
the reign of Satan, how few of mankind have ever come
to maturity, a very great part of the human race die in
a state of infancy, and youth; thousands die in battle,
thousands of lives are cut off by intemperance, plagues,
famines, and fevers; so that the human race, during the
reign of Satan, never had half a chance to multiply.
But it will be far otherwise in the happy kingdom of
Christ. 'There will be no untimely deaths, no woes,
plagues, pestilences, famines, fevers, consumptions, nor
fatal intemperance; but health, long life, prosperity, hap-
piness, love, and friendship, will abound all over the
face of the earth. Add to all this, Christ will begin his
reign with the world full of people; and consequently
population will begin at once all over the earth, and go
on with incredible rapidity; all will be of the elect num-
ber. and under the kind care, and the benign blessing of
Jehovah. 'There is indeed vo possible way, that ¥ know
of, by which we could calculate, or even guess at the
ngmber that will be saved; but I have no manner of doubt,
bu: there will be more than a thousand ef the human
family saved, for one who will be lost, and even this
calculation may prove to be ve:y far uader the mark.
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SBOTIOW I, *

A very important objection may, perhaps, be brought
forward against this doctrine, which requires a scrious
answer. It may be thought, that the above statement
relative to the duration, magnitude and incalculable num-
bers of the kingdom of Christ contradicts the statement
given by our Lord himself, of his flock being a little flock,
and that few will be saved, and many travel the broad
road to destruction, while few travel narrow way and
find the strait gate that leadeth unto

These are indeed very solemn and
and daily experience witnesses the truth t our Lord
has declared. These passages of scriptuf#eem, at the
first sight, on a superficial view of the subject, to destroy
aud obliterate all that we have said. Butto havea right
understanding of such passages of God’s word, we ought
honestly to inquire, whether they have a general applica-
tion, or whether they relate to any one particular age or
circumstance in the church. . To make a general applica-
tion of them, would be a miserable way to understand the
scriptures, for they would contradict the one half of the
express declarations of the prophets, as we have clearly
seen. But to limit them to suitable circumstances, in
which the church is, and has been, would be natural, and
easy, and would correspond with other scriptures, and
with facts; but otherwise they contradict both. The
great art, and wisdom of a commentater, is to make par-
ticular texts bear on the particular point to which they
are directed, by the great author of the bible. But to
make a text say every thing, is the fatal way of making
it say nothing. The church has passcd through various
scenes, and been under various dispensations, and the
scriptures have been written in various ages of the world,
and it contains doctrines, rules, declarations, and predic-
tions suitable to all the various states in which the church
has been, or may be hereafter; and our wisdom is, to
make a proper application of scripture, to the times, and
circumstaneces which they were intended to answer. 1If
we miss this point, we will never understand the bible.
But by a proper application of all the various parts, we
will find a perfect agreement, and a divine heauty in the
word of God. Moses, Joshna, Samuel, David, Ezra,
and all the prophets, the evangelists, and the apostles of

eclarations;
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Christ, whof’gerc men living many years distant from
cach other, have written the most admirable book in the
~world; but if we do'not apply what they have said to
the proper ohjects intended, we will make a sad hand of
the oracles of God, and make this infallible standard of
truth, establish a thousand falsehoods, contrary to their
original meaning,. :
- There is nothing more evident than the necessity of
applying those texts, or sayings-of Christ, which speak
of the comparatdsmallness of his flock, or people, to
the dark and ages of the church. But they cannot
i y, be applicable to the times predicted

by the prog#8, when all the ends of the earth shall see’

the salvatiotdof God, and when the dominion of Christ
shall extend from the rising to the setting sun. When
Christ said to his disciples ““Fear not little flock, for it
is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”
(Luke xii. 32.) His flock was then indeed a little flock,
" and it ever had been a little flock, and has been so ever
since. It was then very proper for Christ to encourage

his suffering people, while they were poor, weak, and

small, and constantly surrounded with danger, and op-
pressed with persecution. The length of time in which
the church had been small, and in which it would be
small, and the remarkable fewness of its numbers at the
time our Saviour delivered this discourse, was quite suf-
ficient to justify the appellation of a “little flock.” But
Christ did not say a word that would give the least inti-
mation that his flock would always be small. And the
whole length, numbers, and glory of the Millennium will
not contradict a syllable of what Christ said to his disci-
ples. What he said was true, and has continued a truth
for eighteen hundred years; but nothing hinders the
church, in process of time, to become great and-glorious.

Wide is the gate and broad the way that leads to de-
struction, and many there be who.go in thereat, but strait
is the gate and narrow the way that leafieth unto life, and
few there be who find it. (Mat. vii. 13, 14. Luke xiii.

- 28,24.) Many are called, but few are chosen. (Mat.

xx. 16. and xxii. 14.) Christ spoke these things in a
articular allusion to the Jewish nation. Neither would

it be true as to the Gentiles, that many of them had been
called; the whole Jewish nation had been called, but only
a remnant were chosen to salvation; but the Gentiles had
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not then been called at all. As to the gaspel among the
Gentiles, during the dark reign of Satan, (Lrist may be
considered as speaking prophetically; for it is still true
that many are called but few are chosen, »nd the broad road
is travelled by thousands, while but hw enter in at the
strait gate. But does this prove that it will be always
so? Christ daes not say so; and we have no grounds to
believe it, n®y'the prophecies forbid us to believe it.

When Christ spoke of his church, during the dark
and gloomy reign of Satan, he spoke in low diminutive
terms; he said that his people were e little flock; and
this was true, as to the Jewish nation, and it is still true
as to the Gentiles, and will be true while ever Satan’s
kingdom prevails in the world. But we are to consider
that our glorious Redeemer has engaged by promise to
bruisc the Serpent’s head; and that he was revealed to
destroy the works of the devil. Butif there are but few to
be saved eventually, Christ would have to give up the .
deminion to Satan, and yield the palm to the old dragon,
and centent himself with a little pitiable flock, and a few
diminutive scraps of Satan’s extensive empfre. And he
could have no other way of getting the victory over Satan
than to wreak his vengeance on the poor blinded multi-
tude, in sending them by thousands to hell. Surely this
would be a miserable way to construe the scriptures; and
nothing could please Satan better than such a determina-
tion; it would be fully up to his wishes. His object is
to counteract the kingdom of Christ, and to drag poor
sinners by erowds down to the regions of despair; and if
Christ would only kill them as fast as Satan could make
them wicked, they would work to one another’s hands,
and the old Serpent would cheerfully compromise mat-
ters with our Saviour, and agree to give him up a little
Jlock, and a few scattering travellers here and there, if
he wonld agree to kill all the rest and send them to hell,
instead of saving them, according to his promise.

But this is not the view that Christ has of the business.
‘When he speaks of the great object of his death and the
glory of his gospel, he changes his diminutive mode of
spéaking, and instead of few, he says, many, and instead
of little, he says, all the world. Let us attend to what
he says, when he is speaking in his word ef the glory of
his church, and the extent of his kingdom, and not con-
fining his views to the Jewish nation, nor to the dark
13
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popery, but comprehending the
s church and the universal triumph
[,”” says he, ¢‘if I be lifted up, will
"’ alludinf# no doubt, to the old
The sceptre shall not depart from
ne; and unto him shall the gath-
—Look unto me all ye ends of the
earth, and be ye saved—The Son of man eame—to give
his life a ransom for many. 'This is the blood of the
New Testament which is shed for many for the remission
of sins. God sent not his Son into the world to condemy
the world, butshat the world through him might be saved.
I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.
The Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but
to save them. 'When he (the Comforter) is come, he will
reprove the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judg-
ment. Al power is given unto me. Go ye therefore
and teach all nations—Go ye into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature—I am the light of the
world. The bread that I will give is my flesh, which I
will give for the life of the world.”

God said to Abraham “In thee shall all the families
of the earth be blessed; and in thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed.” A poor, miserable
blessing indeed, compared to the curse, if the church is to
be a poor dwarf all the days of her life; a little flock; a
few here and there entering in at the strait gate; while all
the famlhes, and nations of the earth, instead of being
blessed in Christ, the seed «f Ahraham, are travelling the
broad road, under the curse of God, to eternal destruc-
tion! St. John said, ““That was the true light which light-
eth every man that cometh into the world.” John the
Baptist said ¢‘Behold the Lamh of God who taketh away
the sin of the world.” ‘The angel said to the shepherds,
¢I bring you glad tidings of great joy which shall be to
all people;” and the heavenly host sung, ¢Glory to God
in the highest, peace on earth, good will to men.” Ol
Simeon took the Child Jesus in his arms and said,
¢Mine eyes have seen thy salvation which thou hast .
prepared before the face of all people. A light to lighten
the Gentiles, and the glory of th 11/ people, Israel.” Paul
said ‘as judgment came upon all men to condemnation,
so the free gift came npon all men to justification. As
sin hath reigned unto death, so might grace reign unto
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eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. Gﬁ‘our Saviour
will have all men to be saved, and to conke to the know-
ledge of the fruth. Who gave himself a ransom for all.
He tasted death for every man. Wl is the Saviour of
all men, especially of those who belicve.” 'The apostle
John says that ¢“Christ is the propitiation for the sins of
the whole world. 'That the Son of God was manifested
to destroy the works of the Devil, and that God sent his
Son to be the Saviour of the world, and that the king-
doms of this world shall become the kingdoms of our
Lord,;md his Christ, and that he shall reign forever and
ever.

These remarkable passages of scripture with many
others db not prove the universal salvation of every son
and daughter of Adam; for that would contradict the
plain and pointed testimony of the bible, to the contrary;
for it is evident that the generality of mankind who are,
and have been, as yet, in the world, will be lost, except
only a little flock as Christ has said, and a few who en-
ter in at the strait gate, and find the narrow way. But
they undoubtedly, and evidently contradict the idea that
but few of mankind at large will be saved, and that
Christ’s people will always be a little flo.k. The scrip-
tures often speak on general principles, and like all gen-
eral rules, admit of some exceptiens. But it is impossible
to understand such texts as these, which speak of the
vast extent of the kingdom of Christ, unless we admit the
idea that the great majority of the human race will be
saved, with comparatively very few exceptions. The
little flock of Christ is now an exception to John’s gene-
ral rule ¢“That the whoie world lieth in wickedness.”
Bo the present state of the world lying in wickedness,
will eventually be but a mere trifling exception to Christ’s
general rule ‘“That he came into the world, not to con-
demn the world, but to save the world, and that he came
not to destroy men’s lives but to save them, and that all
the families and nations of the earth shall be blessed in
him.”

Thus we clearly see that when Christ speke of his
little flock, and said that few would be saved, he allu-
ded primarily to the stubborn Jews, and also to the state
of the church during the dark reign of Satan; and that
‘this statement of things is by no means applicable to the
church in ber Millennary glory. The great objeet of

SPea,

iy
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‘Christ was cite sinners to use every possible exer-
tion, durinz (Wdreary anl persecuted state of the church,
to obtain salvftion; knowing that, during this unhappy
state, his elect would have to risk every thing, to profess
" his nane; anl to stand fast to the cause of religion. But
when the time of Zion’s glory shall come, then all shall
come to know the Lord, from the least to the greatest.

SBOTLO T«

Having stated what I conceive to be the duration of
the Millennium, according to the style of St. John’s
prophecy; and having, I hope, sufficiently removed all
objections to this calculation which might arise in the
minds of anv, from what Christ has said relative to the
smallness of the namher who are saved during the dark
time of the reign of Satan; I now proceed to take a view
of some of those predictions which have a special hear-
ing on this very important subject. It must be remem-
bered that if we are counstrained by the prophecies to
consider John’s thousand years as.a mystical number,
then we will be obliged to reduce them to days and rec-

kon a year for every day, which will make 360 thousand .

ears.,

y In Is. Ix. 15, God says, ‘“Whereas thou hast been
forsaken and “hated, so that no man went through thee,
I will make thee an eternal excellence, a joy of many
generations.”” This language is quite too strong to mean
only one thousand years. An eternal excellence must
mean a great length of time. There appears in this text
an evident allusion to the time in which the land of Is-
rael and Judah lay desolated. The ten tribes were car-
ried away captives by the Assyrians about seven hundred
years before Christ; they have consequently been deprived
of their possessions, now at least 2500 ycars. The Jews
have been in a state of desertion now nearly eighteen
hundred years. It therefore can never, with justice, be
supposed that the strong langnage in this text engages to
the dispersed Israelites, a less time than the time of their
dissolution. On the contrary, it insures them an eternal
excellence, and joy for many generations. It therefore
has a very stroug bearing on this question, See chap. lxi. 7.
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e Ts. Ixv. 17 ‘I'or behold T create new heavens
and a new ear ye glad and rejoice forever in that
which I creat: re shall be no more thence an infant
of days, nor. ... man who hath not filled his days;

for the child shall die an hundred years old—As the days
of a tree are the days of my pcople, and mine elect shall
long enjoy the work of their bands.” Here isa promise
of long life; a man dying a hundred years old, will be
counted a child, and the general life of man will be
equal to that of a tree, many of which are said to livea
thousand years. There cannot be the least probability,
from such prophecies as these, that the Millennium will
last but one thousand years§ even the age of one genera-
tion. 'We are sure from the first text quoted that it will
lastyfor many generafions. Sce alse Is. Ixvi. 22. and
Dan. ii. 44. Psalm xlv. 16, 17.

Dan. vii. 18, 27. ‘““But the saints of the most high
shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forev-
er, even forever and ever.”” ‘Thisis a description of the
duration of the Millennium; and the language does not
relate to eternity in heaven, but to the dominion of Christ
in his church on earth, and who can venture to affirm or
even sufpose that the strong, and very expressive lan-
guage in this text, forever, even forever and ever, can
only mean a thousand years. -

Psalm Ixxii. ¢“They shall fear thee as long as the sun
and moon endureth, throughout all generations. (5.) In
his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of
peacs so long as the moon endureth. (7.) His name shall
endure forever; his nvame shall be continued as long as
the sun.”” (17.) This psalm is a prephetic prayer, and
can be fulfiled only in the reign of Christ over his
church. And it points out the kingdom of the Messiah
to be very extensive, even over all the kings and nations
of the earth; (11.) and that he shall reign while the sun
and moon endureth, and his ‘rame, that is, his glory,
shall endure forever, and be continued as long as the
sun. To give ta Christ only one thousand years, espe-
cially to compare this time to Satan’s reign, would never
Justify such beld fizurative language as we find in this
exalted description f the glorious reign of the Messiah.
See also Psalm Ixxxix. 4, 29, 36, 37.

- Ezek. xxxvii. 24—28. ¢“And David my servaut shall
be king over them, and they shall have one shepherd—



Aud they shall dwell in th have given to

Jacob my - servant—and the therein, even
they, and their children, s en’s children
forever, and my servant Da sir prince for-

ever. Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with
them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them, and

I will set my sanctuary in the ‘midst of them forevermore.

And the heathen shall know that I the Lord do sanctify
Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them
. forevermore.” Can all these forevers mean only a thou-
sand years? David reigningtover them forever, the cove-
nant being everlasting, they and their chzl(lren, and their
children’s children, foreve1 the sanctdary being in the
midst of them forevermore,—does all this pompous des-
cription mean only a thousand ygarg? = We thinkenot;
these strong emphatical words, and pluasee must mean
a very long duration. If forever, and everlasting, and
from generation to generation, they, their children, and
their children’s children: forever, mean no longer time
than a thousand years, the Pope of Rome and the pa-
gan and the Assyrian empires have had much longer
forevers and generations, than Christ’s kingfom wnll
have in all its glory on earth. See Micah iv.-5,

Joel iii. 19, 20. ¢“‘Egypt shall be a desolation, aud Edom
shall be a desolate wilderness;—But Judah shall dwell
forever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation.”

The kingdom of Egypt existed upwards of two thousapd
years, and the Edomltes, with the exception of géme

years servitude, had bheen a nation for at least seyénteen
hundred years, yet they at length came to ap«€nd; the
Egyptians are under the dominion of the Furks; and the
Edomites are totally lost, among the Jews and Arabians.
“But Judah shall dwell forever, and Jerusalem from
generation to generation.”” ‘This prophecy speaks of the
days of the Millennium. Although Judah and Israel
have gone into captivity long since, and Jerusalem is
-burned to ashes, yet Judah, elther in a literal, or in a
spiritual sense, will dwell forever, and Jerusalem shall
dwell, or abide, from generation to generation. If this
bold lanmmge does not mean a far longer time than a
thousand years, the duration of Christ’s kingdom on
earth will not be as glorious as that of E.,ypt or Edom.

It would be very easv to multiply quotations; but from

e view of the prophecies wuich we have given, we must,
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1 think, be clearly convinced that it would be very incon-
clusive for us to determine the time of the Millennium to
be but one thousand years, when therc is such strong
language used in the prophetic scriptures, to convince us
to the contrary. It is true we do not pretend to show
from the Old Testament prophecies, the precise number
of years which will be the duration of this happy time,
but certainly the words and phrases used in these pro-
phecies are enough to satisfy any honest inquiring mind
that a great deal more is meant than the diminutive dura-
tion of a thousand years. When we speak of the glory
of Christ, we are not to confine our ideas to the excellence
of the gospel, the display of the divine perfections, or
the great salvation conferred on guilty ruined sinners.
Christ in his kingdom is indeed infinitely glorious ig, -
those points of view. But the scriptures are so far ﬁ*' '
confining the glory of Christ to these things, however im-
pogant they are, that it is very evident from the texts,
tayWhich we have directed the attention of our readers,
and from many other collateral scriptures, that the ora-
cles of God have turned our special attention to the num-
ber of converts in the kingdom of Christ, and to the
extent of his kingdom, and also to the length or duration’
of his government. If Christ is glorious in exhibiting the
perfections of the Deity, and in saving lost and miserable’
sinners; let us not limit that glory to a few sinners; to
a few countries; or to a few. years; especially when the
scriptures speak of nations being born in a day, of
Abraham’s spiritual seed being as the stars of heaven,
and as the sand upon the sea shore, and of the converts
of Christ as the drops of dew in the womb of the morn-
ing. When the kingdom of Christ is spoken of as being
forever, even forevermore, and from gencration to genera-
tion, and enduring like the sun and moon, and is stated
to be everlasting, and without end, shall we presume to
limit his glory to aless duration than the dominion of the
Pope, the Dragon, or than many of the empires of the
world? or shall we presume to make the reign of Christ
even shorter by five thousand years than the réign of Sa-
tan himself? And when the scriptures speak of the ex-
tent of the gospel as covering the whole earth, and of the
ends of the earth seeing the salvation of God, shall we
limit the gospel even to one sixth part of the globe and
be obliged te acknowledge that not one twentieth parts

v
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even of professors, have true religion? All this would
certainly be making too free with the word of God. We
therefore think it evident, that these prophecies which
we have quoted, althongh they do not prove any definite
time to be the duration of the Milleanium, yet they do
afford a very strong presumption that St. John’s thousand
Years are to be understood in a mystical, and net in a
literal sense. And if we are to construe this number
mystically, as every circumstance seems to oblige us to
do, then we are first to reduce the years to days as we
have to do in the other proplietic numbers, and count
each day fora year. On this plan of construction, which
seems to be the only proper plan, we are favored in St.
John’s statement with a definite account as to the exact
duration of the Millennium, to wit, 360. thousand years.

We are next to consider the prophetic style and lan~
-guage of the scriptures relative to times which were to
take place previous to the Millennium, so that, by way
of contrast, we may better understand the grand rephe-
sentations given in the prophecies of the long duration of*
the millennial glory. In Rev. xii. we have a description
of an extraordinary war in heaven, between Michael and:
the Dragon; the Dragon was overcome and cast out.
This prophecy related to the time of Constantine, who
put down paganism, and: exalted the church to honor and
dignity. Heaven means the church and the earth, and
the sea means the wicked world, under the dominion of
Satan. In verse 12, the church and all the members
of it are called upon to rejoice. ‘“Therefore rejoice ye
heavens, and ye who dwell in them;” because Satan was
cast out of the church; and the worship of idols was put
down. But ‘“Woe to the inhabiters of the earth, and the.
sea, for the devil is come down unto you.”” The power
of Satan was confined to those parts of the country where
paganism and idolatry still continued ¢‘having great wrath
because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.”

The time of the Millennium is never said to be a short
time, but very long; the words and phrases used in pro-
phecy to represent the duration of this time, as we have
seen, are such asthese, ‘“forever, even forever and ever,
forevermore, as long as the sun and moon endureth, from
generation to generation, for many generations, the days:
. of a tree,”” &c. These are strong emphatical words in-
deed. But in this prophecy of Satan’s reign on earth, it
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is said that the time is short. A little before this, in the
reign of Diocletian, (Rev. vi. 9—11,) the souls of the
martyrs under the altar, are represented as crying to God
for vengeance on their bloody pe::ecutors, ¢“And it was

said unto them, that they shoul . ,est yet a little aeason,‘,;-"-.-,, ;
until their fellow servants—tuat should be killed as they "™

were, should be fulfilled.”

Here, in these two passages, we have two statements )
of the same time with very little - flerence. In the one '

statement, it is called a short time; in the other it is
called a little season. But this short time lasted from
the days of Constantine the Great, from the year 323
to the commencement of the Millennium, say 1848, which
will be, on the shortest calculation, one thousand five
hundred and twenty-five years. The little season will
be about twenty or thirty years longer from the time of
Diocletian. Yet this short time, this little season, is
more than five hundred years longer than the time com-
monly stated by divines for the Millennium.

See also that admirable prophecy relative to the Gen-
tiles, Is. liv. The church is represented as a married
woman, but barren, like Sarah, till at last she becomes
very fruitful, and her greatest progeny will be the acces-
sion of the Gentiles. This was fulfilled in a small de-
gree on the day of Pentecost, and in the days of the
apostles; in a still greater degree in the time of Constan-
tine; but it is to be fulfilled ultimately and gloriously du-
ring the time of the Millennium. During the long space
of time from the fall of Adam to the fall of the Pope,of
Rome, the church is represented ds a wife forsaken.sf
her husband; left disconselate, and to bear shamé.'%a
reproach, and endure a kind of widowhood. (ver. 4,86.) .

God, who is stated to be her 1usband, and the God of ".:..

the whole earth, (ver. 5,) is offenc¢ed with hcr on account
of her shameful backslidings, although he did not for- -
sake her utterly; but he promised finally to wipe away
her shame, and with everlasting kindness to have mercy
on her, and to gather her together in great mercy. For
this purpose (ver. 2, 3,) he directs her to enlarge her
tent, and stretch the curtains of her habitation; to leng'h-
en the cords of her tent cloths, and make streng #nd
lasty stakes to bind her cords fist. so that she micht
bave roon: for ker numeregs offspring. Pecause, “For
a small moment,”’ says he, ¢l liave forsaken thee, and
- 14 ‘ . .



[ 4

106

in a little wrath T hid my face from thee for a moment;
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee.”
(ver.7,8.) Now this small moment, and this little wrath

Jor a moment lasted, counting from the fall to Christ, at

least four thousand years. If then, four thousand years
of desertion and widowhood is but a little moment, que-
ry, how long is the time of everlasting kindness? 1If a
short time and a little season means 1500 years, and if
a little moment means 4000 years, we must surely count
everlasting, forever and ever, from generation to gene-

“ration, while the sun and moon endure, to mean a very

long duration indeed. 'These prophetic statements cer-
tainly justify us in reducing St. John’s thousand years
into days, and counting a year for every day; and I know
not how we can do otherwise, consistent with truth. Can
we with any consistency compute the Millennium to last
but one thousand years, when it is stated to last forever,
even forever and ever, and from generation to generation,
and when the age of men will be like the age of trees,
and the glory of the church to endure while the sun and
moon endure? and when a short time and a little season:
is five hundred years longer than a thousand years? and
when a little moment is four thousand years, and four
times as long as the Millennium would be?

We are therefore under the necessity, according to the
scripture rule of reckoning prophetic time, to number the
days in a thousand years, #nd so calculate 360 thousand
years for the time of the millennial state. Otherwise we
must counteract the sctipture reckoning and take the lowest
count to mean the longest time, and the longest count te
mean the shortest time. ‘Thus the Millennium, which by
the prophecy is represented by the bold idea of forever
and ever, &c. must mean a little time; and the reign of
Batan, which is represented by the diminutive idea of a
little moment, and a short time, must mean a long
duration. But nothing could be more contradictory to
reason and commobn sense, than such a mode of calcula-
tion, and nothing could more directly contradict the de-
sign of the word of God.

We will only add further, that if we reckon the thou-
sand years literally, we must of necessity give the pre-
ference, in point of duration, to the wicked one. We
know that Satan has reigned over the greater part of the 3
world for nearly six thousand years, and we are obliged
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to begin the glorious reign of Christ after Satan is heund,
Then by giving Satan six thousand, and Christ but one,
we give to Satan six times as much glory as we give to
Christ; and although Christ is not to be joined in com-
parison with Satan, yet the scriptures oblige us te com-
pare the duration of Christ’s reign with that of Satan;
and although we camnot bear the thought of Satar’s be-
ing superior to our Lord, in any thing whatever, yet this
literal ealculation of the thousand years compels us in
point of numbers, and duration, to give six years to the
old Serpent for every one we give to Christ our adorable
Redeemer. As for nie, while ever the prophecies give
me the clue they do for the mystical mede of calculating,
and while ever I love the honor and glory of my precious
Saviour, I will give to. the reign of Satan six thonsand
years; but I will give to the reign of Christ three hun-
dred and sixty thousand years, which will be sixty for-
one in favor of the church of Christ, ,

INQUIRY 1V, |
HOW WILL THE MILLENNIUM END?

Three hundred and sixty, or sixty-five, thousand years,
-according to our calculation, will close the Millénnium.
'The commencement will be gradual, and no doubt the
conclusion will be gradual also, yet both will be very ra-
pid. First, Satan will be loosed out of his prison, af-
ter having been bound during the long reign of Christ.
He will now, for a short time, be set at liberty, and will
be permitted to go out into all the earth, to deceive the
nations. By his diabolical influence he will succeed in "
drawing a great number of mankind off from the church
of Christ, and engaging them in bloody scenes of perse-
cution.” Thus the second resurrection will commence,
(Rev. xx. 5.} “But the rest of the dead lived not again,
until the thousand years are expired.”” That is to say,
when the thousand years are expired the rest of the dead
shall rise and live again. Not the bodies, but the sovls
of the rest of the dead. -John, in vision, first saw the
souls of the martyrs rise, in the commencement of the
Millesnium. Now, when the thousand years are expired,
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the souls of the persecutors, who had killed the martyrs,
and who had been killed by the sword of Christ, rose
again. This resurrection means, that the spirit of per-
secution will arise; the same old wicked, persecuting dis-
position of paganism and popery will be stirred up, and
Satan will instigate the wicked part of mankind te perse-
cute the church. This second resurrection is a decisive
proof of the glaring absurdity of the notion that the dead
bodies of the saints will be raised, to live and reign with
Christ on egrth for a thousand years. 'They who are of
this opinion, say that this second resurrection is that of
the wicked, at the close of the Millennium; and that
when the wicked will be raised from the dead they will
again persecute the church of Christ. .This theory in-
volves an insurmountable difficulty. It supposes that
when the saiuts are raised from the dead, they will be
as liable to all the consequences of temptations from Sa-
tan, and to all the trials and dangers from persecu-
tion, as good men dre exposed to in this life. This is a
thing I never can believe till I seeit. 'The scripture does
not tell us so, and therefore we have no right either to
say it, or believe it. Christ said to the Sadducees, (Luke
xXx. 85, 36.) ““They who shall he accounted worthy to
obtain that world and the resurrection from the dead, nei-
ther marry nor are given in marriage. Neither can they
die any more, for they are equal to the angels, and are
the children of God, being the children of the resurrec-
tion.” This undoubtedly proves that after the resurree-
tion, they who are raised to life (for Christ is speaking
of the resurrection of the righteous) are as the angels of
God; they are raised to enjoy an angelic state.

But it is a mistake that the saints in the Millennium
cannot die, consequently it is a mistake that they are
raised from the dead, 'The millennial inhabitants will
enjoy a long life, it is true, but still they will die. See
Is. Ixv. 20, and Zech. viii. 4, 5. The man who will die
3 hundred years old will be accounted bat a child. Old
men there will be, but they will fill or finish their days.
They may live till their days are as the days of @ tree,
yet still they will die. The circumstance of old men and
old women walking the streets, each with a staff in his
hand for very age, or for multitude of days (as it is in
the original,) shows decrepitude and a state of hovering

‘ver the. grave; and the streets full of boys and gitls,
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plainly shows a succession of children taking the place
of their parents. And how often is the duration of this
state described by many generations, and by children,
and children’s chil ren. So also the peace and happi-
ness of this state is most elegantly described in Is. xi. 6—
9, hy the little child’s leading the wolf, the leopard, the
calf, the lamb, and the young lion, and by the sucking
child playing on the hole of the asp, and the weaned
child sporting on the den of the cockatrice or adder. All
these things plainly show that the people who will inha-
bit-the earth in the days of the Millennium, will not be
as the angels of God; but that they will be a mortal race,
like we are now, and that one generation will succeed
another. Therefore, it is abundantly evident, that the in-
habitants of the New Jerusalem, the new heavens, and
the new earth, or the millenary state, will not be mar-
tyrs and saints raised literally from the dead; but men
and women and children, like we are, only made glorious
in religion. And it is also evident that Gog and Magog
will not be the wicked raised literally from their graves;
but men, who, by the deceitful wiles of Satan, will be
deluded, and turned in opposition to Christ and the cause
of the gospel, and who will possess the spirit of the old
papal persecutors, and fight against the saints and the
church of Christ. '

The second thing necessary to the close of the Millen-
niom is, that the greater part of the generation then liv-
ing maust be of the non-elect number. In order to hegin,
and continue the Millennium, it will be necessary, as we
have stated, not only that Satan be shut up in prison,
but also that the generality, if not all, of the race of men
then on earth, be of the elect numbrr. 8o also the close
of this happy state will commence with a numerous genera-
tion of the non-elect, 'Then, in the third place, the Lord
Jesus Christ will withhold the influences of his spirit from
the non-elect; and leave them to the baleful influences of
the wicked ene. These three things coming to pass, Satan
let loose among the multitude of the non-elect, who are de-
serted of God, and lef:, or given up, to temptations, will'
soon produce all the horrid consequences described in
the prophecy of St. John.

Gog and Magog are mystical names, horrowed from
Ezek. xxxviii. and xxxix. which was an ancieat pro-
phecy, the fulfilment of which is probably yet in fu-
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ture, and it may bhe that it relates to this very circom<
stance; Magog was the son of Japheth, the oldest son of
Noah; and it is supposed that the ancient Scythians,
now called the Tartars, or Turks, are the descendants
of Magog. But to inquire who they will be, would be
spending time for nothing. 'The Scythians, Tartars, or
Turks, were very numerous, and were great enemies to
the church, and to the civilized parts of the world; and
whoever may be meant by the armies of Gog and Ma-
gog, these mystical prople will be the last enemies which
the church will have to contend with; and this is all we
can or need say about Gog and Magog.

This last unhappy generation of mankind will be de-
ceived by Satan, and will be induced te turn wicked op-
posers of true religion. Old christians will gradually die
away, and the church will consequently become weak,
and adulterated with errors, mingled with hypocrites,
formalists, and sinners; and of course persecations will
arise, and Satan will appear to regain his empire over
the greater part of the world. This in all probability
will be the dismal and unhappy end of the glorious Mil-
lennium. It appears from the prophecy, that the church
will very shortly be brought to a very low ebh, and the
wicked will rise up in arms against her, and threaten
her total destruction. ‘This has not been a new thing to
the church in days past; but it will be a new thing to them

after having enjoyed such a long scene of peace, joy and

prosperity. It will also be very unexpected, except they
reckon well from the prophecy of St. John. But Christ
will bring his purposes to pass, according to his plan and
-according as he has stated by his prophets.

When the church, the holy city, the new Jerusalem,
shall be environed ' by enemies on every hand, and re-
duced to imminent danger, and to appearance almost
ready to be overwhelmued, God will appear for her de-
liverance; and in some extraordinary manner, and by a
sudden and unexpected stroke of his vengeance, he will
destroy the enemies of his people, and rescne his fallen
church from impending ruim. The prophecy says that
4fire shall come down from God out of heaven, and de-
vour his enemies.” The scene will undoubtedly exhibit
an awful display of the indignation of heaven against the
armies of Satan. Perhaps this scene may be the com-
mencement of the last jadgment; at any rate the last

- eea
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judgment will shortly commence, and Christ will appear
descending from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God, and the dead in
Christ shall first rise, then they who are alive shall all be
changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and be-
lievers shall be caught up together in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air. (1 Thess. iv. 16,17, and 1 Cor. xv,
51, 52.)

The apostle saw a great white throne, and him who
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heavens fled
away, and there was found no place for them. He also
saw the dead universally, small and great, without the
exception of one, standing before God the Judge, who
will be Jesus Christ, and he saw the books opened, and
the dead judged according to their works. The devil
'was cast into the lake of fire with the beast and the false
prophet, and whosoever was not found written in the book
of life was cast into the lake of fire.

Here then is a third resurrection, to wit, the general
resurrection of the bodies of all, both saints and sinners,
at the last day. 'The first resurrection will be the souls
of the martyrs, and saints rising, or the spirit of the wit-
nesses of Jesus animating the church at the commence-
ment of the Millennium. The second will be the resur-
rection of the souls of the rest of the dead, to wit, the
temper and spirit of the persecutors of the church; which
will take place at the end of the Millennium, when Sa-
tan will stir up the persecuting spirit of Goz and Magog,
to encompass the eamp of the saints, and the beloved ci-
ty. These two are both mystical resurrections. The
third and last, is a literal resurrection of the bodies, both
of saints and sinners, at the last day. 'This will be one
of the grandest displays of Almighty power and glorious
majesty, that ever was exhibited in the world. This
will close the whole plan of the gospel. It will be the
end of time, the end of the world, and the solemn and
awful commencement of a never ending eternity, and.
blessed are they whose names shall be found written in
the Lamb’s book of life.
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Conciusion.

I have now gone through what I proposed. I have,
like Elihu, shown my opinion; (Job xxxii. 17.) accord-
ing to which the Millennium will be a glorious day of
salvation to the poor unhappy race of Adam;, and Christ
will get himself honor in fulfilling h s promises, in over-
throwing the kingdom of Satan, bruising the Serpent’s
head, and in saving innumerable multitudes of sinners.
This glorious time will commence immediately after the
downfall of popery, which, accordiny to our calculation,
will take place about the year of our Lord 1848, which
will be twenty-one years from the present time, (1827.)
According to our mode of reckoning, Saint John’s
prophetic years, reducing the years to days, and counting
a year for every day, the Millennium will last three hun-
dred and sixty thousand years; and this, I conceive, is
the only way of calculating, for which we have any
scriptural authority; anl there can be no dependence on
any other mode of reckoning, according to the style of
the book of Revelations. And in the last- place, the
Millennium will end with a rapid gradation from good to
bad, in cousequence of the greater part of the children
horn in this little season being of the non-elect number,
or of the seed of the Serpent. Satan will be let loose
among them, and will deceive them, and lead vast multi-
tudes into every kind of wickedness. Also, Christ will
‘withdraw his divine influences from his church; the old
standards of the church will die, and but few to take
their place, as it is at this day, and persecution will even-
~tually arise, and the enemies of God will environ the

camp of the saints, (the church.) But God w 11 appear
in flaming fire in the last judgment, and raise the dead,
and call the whole world before hi:n. This will close
the scene, and Christ will give up the kingdom to the
Father, and God will be allin all. Amen and Amen.

We will now take the liberty of making a few observa-
tions, and so conclude. '

1. What majestic grandeur and dignity appear in the
plan of God! His works are like himself, incomprehen-
sible and glorious. ‘The scheme of redemption is by far
the noblest and most exalted of all the works of God.
In his word, by a statement of facts, and by prophecies,
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he has given a draft of his whole plan; and it is the duty,
and the serious interest of the church to look into it and
try to understand what God intends to do in the world.
It is not to be expected that we can he able {0 ktow pre-
cisely all the particular circumstances of fufure events;
but surely if God has been pleased to reveal his purposes
to us, we can and we ought to know the general course’
he intends to pursue. Sobriety and modesty become us
when we pretend to look into futurity, and we ought to
have good prophetic ground for every opinion we adopt.
Great injury has been done, especially on the subject of
the Millennium, by men indulging their own whimsical
fancies, and giving vent to a fruitful imagination. The
church may rely on it as a truth, that future things can-
not be known by idle dreams, and the dictates of human
oracles; but only by a sedate and accurate attention to
the true meaning of what the prophets of God have pre-
dicted. Thercfore, by an humble and honest attention
to the prophetic parts of God’s word, and comparing oue
part with another, we may arrive to a competent know-
ledge of what God will do for his church. God’s word
is truth, and may be relied on with the firmest confidences
if we only understand it rightly, and if we can come to
the knowledge of what God has revealed, and think and
act accordingly, our opinions, and our practice will be
honorable to God and the gospel. But if we take the
notions of men, or the inventions of our own hearts, or
the sallies of our own imagination for our guide, we will
soon run into theories of our own, which will injure our-
selves, and may injure the charch, and wound the cause
of the gospel.

2. The prophecies of the scriptures are of great con-
sequence to mankind. They convince us of the being
and perfections of God; of the truth of the hely scrip-
tures, and of the reality of future things. We koow
and believe that no being can tell future events, but a
being passessed of infinite knowledge, and of course
must be infinite; and if infinite at all, he must be infinite
in all things; such a being we call Gop. Here we find
a heing who has foretold thousauds of future events,
which have come to pass, and things which are coming
to pass daily have heen feretold a thousand years ago.
This proves that there is, and must he, a God of perfict
knowledge, with whom all futurity is present.. These

' 15
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would be a pretty handsome and entertaining piece of’
amusement, if my reader would take a trip over to Rome,
and see the old reverend Vicar, sitting very lordly in the
chair of St. Peter; perhaps he might get the pleasure of
kissing his toe. He might also see his court of cardinals
with their red caps, riding on horses decked in scarlet.
And while he is there he might take a tour over the ten
horns of the heast, into which the vast empire of Rome
was divided; some of them he would now find hating
the whore. Then when his curiosity is satisfied, he
might come back and tell us whether Paul and John have
told us the truth or not,
« Our Lord predicted the destruction of Jerusalem, and
that the Jews should be slain with the sword, and that
the remainder should be led away captives into all na-
tions, and that Jernsalem should be trodden down of the
Gentiles, and would continue so until the times of the
Gentiles be fulfilled. Josephus is a good witness of the
fulfilment of this prophecy, for he saw it done about for-
ty years afterward. Auad let any man travel over the
world, and he will find Jews wherever he would go,
fulﬁlhnm this prophecy at this very day before our eyes.
Moses propl1e51ed these very things upwards of three
thousand years ago; so did Isaiah and Jeremiah, and ma-
ny of the prophets, and we see them fulfilled before our
eyes. 0, who would not fear the Lord and reverence
his holy word! - ¢‘Hath he -spoken, and shall he not do
it? Hath he said it, and will he not bring it to pass?”’
Therefore we must see that we have two substantial
arguments to assure us that God will fulfil his word, and
that what he ha¢’ predicted he will unquestionably bring
to pass; one is his own word of truth which we ought
ever to depend upon; the other is, the many instances
which he has already given, of his having punctbally
fulfilled both his promises and his threatenings. What
has God predicted that he has not done, provided the
time is come? He has drowned the old worlds he saved
Noah; he has performed his promises to Abraham; he
has given Canaan to his seefl; he has sent the inhahi-
tants of Judea captives to Babylon, he has brought them
back; he has destroyed Babylon, Ninevah, Tyre, &c.;
he has sent the Messiah, the Jews have crucnﬁed him;:
he has destroyed Teruqalem, and scattered the Jews all
over the world; he has overturned the Persian émpire,
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and the empire of the Greeks and the Romans. The
Pope is reigning, the Saracens and Turks have overrun
the castern world the church is in the wilderness, the
witnesses are prophesymg in sackcloth. 'The Arabians,
the sons of Ishmael, are wild men to this day, their hand
is against every man, and every’ man is against them;
they live by plunder and rapine, and cannot be conquer-
ed; and a thousand iustances more might be stated. And
what now can we say of the predictions which are not
yet fulfilled? He has said the witnesses shall be slain,
and lie dead for three years and a half, and we may be
sure it will come to pass, and that before very long, if
our calculation be right. He has said the Pope will con-"
tinue 1260 years; it must be so; he is reigning yet, and
will reign till his prophetic time is out. He has said the
Pope will be destroyed when his time comes; we will
find it so, and 1 hope before many years. He has said
that' Satan will be chained, and shut up for a thousand
years; it will be so. He has said the Millennium shall
come, when the kingdems of this world will become
the kingdom of God and of his CLrist, when all the earth
shall see his salvation; it will most ce rtainly come to
pass. Satan will be loosed, he will again deceive the
nations, the church will again be in danger, but Christ
will relieve her; and he will come to judgment, when all
the dead will be raised, and all will be judged according
to their works. God has said all these things, and not
a jot or tittle of his word shall fail.

4. God has given us a number of samples, which are
certain emblems of the manner in which he will fulfil his
predictions. Our Saviour gave the flood and the destruc-
tion of Sodom as an emblem of the destruction of Jeru-
salem. But we must remember that similies are not to
be considered as always agreeing in all their parts, but
only in some special circumstances. The destruction of
Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, and the Babylonish cap-
tivity, was a sample of its destruction by the Romans,
and the final dispersion of the Jews: The destruction
of Babylon is, by the angel in the Revelations, made a
sample of the destruction of Rome #md the kingdom of
popery. 'The destruction of Jerusalem is no doubt a si-
milar figure of the downfall of Antichrist. The acces-
sion of Constantine the Great may he considered as a
sample of the Millennium, when Satan was cast out of
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Heaven, and christianity was exalted to the throne of
the Roman empire, and pagan worship and all idols were
overturned, and tle christian religion authorized by roy-
al authority all over the empire. 'The reformation may
also be considered as a sample of the downfall of the
Pope and the introductipn of the Millennium. So also
we may view the day of Pentecost and the success of the
apestles among the Geotiles. The slaughter of Huss and
Jerome at the council of Constance, the massacre of the
protestants in France, and the destruction of the Wal-
denses in the valleys of Piedmont, &c. may be samples
of the slaying of the witnesses. King David coming to
the throne in spite of the persecution of Saul, and after
his destruction, is evidently a type of Christ’s accession
19 his millennary kingdom after the destruction of Anti-
christ. Sece Ezek. xxxvii. 21—25, and Hosea iii. 5.
‘These samples are not to be considered as agreeing in
every circumstance; but they may be considered as elu-

* cidating specimens to help us to comprehend something
of the manner in which God will fulfil his future predic-
tions.

5. Perhaps the return of the Jews from the Babylon-
ish captivity may be also a sample of the return of the
dispersed of Israel from their scattered state, to their
own land. I have generally thought that these prophe-
cies were to be understoord in a mystical sense, and to
mean their conversion to christianity; but of late I have
thought more seriously on the subject, and I find there
are many plausible arguments on hoth sides of the ques-
tion; and upen the whole it is impessible for me to de-
cide upon this important question. Most commentators
are for a literal constructien, and it must be granted that
a great many prophecies appear to give that idea. If the
Jews’ return from Babylon be intended inegcripture as a
similar case, as they are frequently put together by the
prophets, it bears hard for a literal return.  Also, if the
Jews should literally return to Jerusalem, either wholly
or in part, it woald ind-e1l he, a.sarpeising, sud a most
convincing cirrumstance, ¥t would most effectually prove
the truth of the bide, anl of the christian religion. It
would be such a gzlarions deminstration of the power,
providence, and the trath of G, that it seems a desira-
ble obhject. 91 the ather hanl. it see ns almost an im-
Ppossible case for them all to be restored. 'There are, hy

[
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computation, rbout ten millions of Jews in the world,
and it seems as if it woutd be impossible for the land of
Canaan, which is only 150 miles long and 80 broad, to
hold such a number. Yet God can perform wonders,
And even if they do literaily go back, perhaps the trath
of the matter will be that they will return as the Jews
did from Babylon. Only a few of the Israelites, and
not the half of the Jews returned from Babylon; the rest
were scattered all over the world, and answered a very
valuable purpose when the apostles went among the hea-
then, preaching the gospel. When Ptolemy Philadel-
phus, king of Egypt, gotthe Jewish bible translated in-
to Greek, copies of the Septuagent were circulated
through the world, wherever the Jews were, and Jewish
synagogues were erected in all the cities of Asia, Eu-
rope and Africa, all in possession of -the word of God.
This was a great thing; and when the apostles went to
the Gentiles, they, being Jews, were admitted to preach
in their synagogues, which we find, from the Acts of
the Apostles, they always did. This gave them a great
advantage; for they preached to a people who believed
the scriptures, and were acquainted with the word of
God; thus they always converted some of the Jews first,
and formed a church, so that when they were cast out of
the synagogues, the converted Jews went out also, and
took their bibles with them. The apostles therefore had
no difficulty in arguing from the prephets, to prove Je-
sus to be the Christ, because the Jews were all acquaint-
ed with the propkets. This was a wise plan of God.
Yet there were enough returned to Jerusalem to rehuild
the temple and tl.e city, and to constitute a body politic,
and to ‘fulfil the promise. '

Therefore, why may it not be so again, and the one
return ‘be a proper sample of the other? Thus the re-
turn’ of the Jews may be both literal and spiritual; enough
may return to prove the literal fulfilment of the predic-
tion, and they may be converted to christianity too; and
those who may be unwitling. to go back, (as may be the
case ‘with the greatest number,) will become christians
where ‘they are; so the prediction Wit Le amply fulfilled
in ‘both senses; and the city of Jerusalem, which has
been long profaned by the Turks, and the worship of
Mahomet, will again become a holy city of the Lord,
and the Jews will again possess Mount Zion, wkere
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iheir forefathers had crucified their great Messiah.
"Those Jews who may remain among the nations, may be
very useful in the great work of reformation, when the
Spirit of God is poured out upon them. The Jews are
a religious people, worshippers of the true God; all they
want, is to believe the gospel, to make them christians.
God only knows how it will be; I do not pretend to give
an opinion about it, for I have none. But this I can
say, the prediction will be fulfilled in some glorious
manner; and what a great thing it will be for God to
show to the world that he remcmbers his ancient cove-
nant with Abraham and his seed, although they have
been long dispersed all over the world.

6. God has his whole plan before him; he does not
work by random, nor yet by mere prescieuce, but ac-
cording to his eternal council; every part, from the least
to the greatest, is delineated before him, and not oune jot
or tittle can be neglected, defeated, or fall to the ground.
Those who deny the doctrine of election or predestina-
tion, must surely have very low ideas of God’s perfec-
tions; they sec but a little way into the plan of God, and
they must surely vicw the gospel on a very small scale.
Known unto God are all his werks, from the beginning,
and he always works according to the counsel of his own

“will to the praise of his glory. Acts xv. 18. Eph. i. 4—6.

7. From the view that we have taken of the kingdom
of Christ from the prophecies of his word, and from
the state of the world, and of the church, we plainly see
that Christ has a great plan before him; and that he has
done very little yet. He has suffered Satan to reign over
the world, and still he has kept his little flock from being
devoured by the enemy. He appears, (to speak in com-
mon language,) to have generally acted on the defensive;
and we discover no gencral attack on the enemy, but on-
1y little skirmishes; in short, there is nothing appears to
have been done since the fall, but making ample prepa-
rations for a great and glorious work, and just making

‘an introduction to the grand desiga he has in view. Ex-

cepting this, the great work of redemption is all before
us. 'The gospel has just been following the few scatter-
ing elect through the world, picking up one here and an-
other there, ag they were found; and it is waiting for the
happy time, when the elect of God, according to his infi-
nite plan, shall be born into the world by thousands in
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a day. Then we may lift up our dyes and behold the
fields white, and ready for a glorious harvest. Then the
Jubilee trumpet will sound from pole to pole, and the
fetters of sin will give way, and the whole world will be
emancipated and delivered from a state of darkness and
brought into the glorious liberty of the children of God.
See Rom. viii. 18—23.

8. But during the present state of things, it appears
evident, that only a few will be saved. There will be
barely enough saved to encourage the witnesses to go on
in their labors, striving to bring sinners to a sense of their
danger, and to persuade them to look to Christ for salva-
tion. I often look at sinners, and I often think of them
passing through the various scenes of life. Poor, mortal
creatures, in danger of death every moment, and yet they
are striving as if they were laying up treasure for an im-
mortal existence in this world. Possessing immortal
souls, and yet they are careless about their eternal welfare,
Some are open, avowed, and violent enemies to Christ,
and his cause; others are openly profane and wicked,
making a mock both at sin and of religion; some are pests
to society and to neighborhoods; others are entirely care-
less about religion, and the concerns of their souls,
Some are civil, honest citizens, decent and moral in their
behaviour; some are sensible and learned, and good sup-
{mrts both te the church and to their country; good ru-

ers, and good subjects; yet they have no religion, and
care nothing about it. Thousands live all their lives

without complimenting religion even so far as to make a
profession of their faith in Christ; contented and bappy
in the devil’s kingdom, and even allowing the world to
know that they have no portion in the kingdom of Christ.
Neither are they ashamed, nor afraid, to be accounted

sinners, and even belonging to the camp of old Beelze-
bub; yet they think they are very wise. Surely Satan

is at the head of all this conduct. Sin and sinners are
80 common, so numerous, and so bold, that it is counted
nei her dibgerous. nor seandalous to be a sinner. I sup-
pose the devils in hell keep ome another in countenance,
and this earth is become a bedlam, and all its inhabitants
are become demoniacs; and nothing is aBle to do sinners
any good, but he who has power to cast out devils. Vet
they all think they are very wise.

9. How artful and cunning Satan is in maintaining his
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dominion in the hearts of men, While ever a sinner

lives easy and car-less about his soul, ‘“Let him go 0 ,,>

siys 8utan, “‘he is doing well enongh; let him slip alvag

ti!l death overtake him, and then we will be as sure of
hi a as if he had veen ever so wicked.” But if he gets

di:iarbed in his mind, then every art is to be employed
cither to lull him to sleep again, or to lead him off from
the gospel. It is surprising what curious arguments, and
trifling excuses, and empty reasons, sinners make use of,
to indulge and excuse themselves, while they, at the same
time, are determined to live in sin. Taey are always
quarrelling with relizion, religious people, the bible,
election, or the terms of the gospel. It is both painful
a1l curious to hear people talk about religion; yet they
caie as much about it as an ass does about geometry, and
th:y know as much about it, as an oyster does.about,
Buclid’s Elements. Vet they think they ave very. wise.
They say the bible is too hard to be undersiood; religion
is a difficult thing; the church is not pure enough; there
are too many hypocrites among professorsy faith is some-
tines too egsy, and sometimes too hard; they wantto 2ct
freely; to believe or let it alone, just as they please. So
t'.ey zo on, just as if it was a jnatter of great conceru o
t :om what the bible is, or religion, or the church, or auy
thing else that belongs to Ged. Tell them someth ng
aiout the world, and they can understand you; they know
‘what a good horse is, a good slave, a good tract of lan‘,
or a good trade, a good store, a good iavern, or a gocd
drink of grog. Some of the wicked are great adept . in
tiie employ and business of Satan; that is their province;

‘they know how to cheat, lie, swear, fight, get drunk and

break tumblors, and glasses, and noses. They know

- how ‘o backbite, slander, and make mischief; itis a grand

tbing te be a great bully, to ne the terror of honest men
in :he streets and court yards. It is gentleman like ‘o -
fxht duels, to tevenge a petty insult, .Kings and Empe-
rirs have generally thn?ght it great honor to depopulate
c :'as, towns aml count+iss, and to drench fields and plains
w ‘. b ood, and to fili the world with terror and confu-
s'on; and the whole world seems bent on doing as much
evil, and as littls good to mankin:d, as possible. 4.4
yet they all think they are very wise. Tuus Satan de-
ceive s, hetrays, cheats anl cajoles mankind out of their
lives, and leads taein down to the regioas of eternal death.
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10. Preachers of the gﬁpel, who lator har?, honesty
and anxiously for the salvation of sinners, ofien fret, and
tease their minds, because of the little cifect of their la-
bors among their hearers. They often wonder, and
sometimes repine, because their glorious Lord and mas-
ter does not convert sivners. But we need not wender,
ner repine; our Lord and master Limsel: preacked, and
labored hLard too, to very little urjose, as to the ccnver-
sion of the Jews. FEis great object war, not to convert
the non-elect, lut to fulfil his own divine prrpoese. 8o
noew, if 'we cannot ¢t nver! meny sinrers, we are fulfillivg
the great scheme of redemytion, according lo the plan of
Ged, and that is of far greater corcequer.ce than to cou-
vert the non-elect.  Let us remember what €hrist seid
to Judas and his band; although ke could huve i.d

+ twelve legions of angels to defend kimj and altliovgt. e
could have prostrated thrm by a word; yet Le calely

_resigned himseli up to them, saying, ““Lut this is your
Lcur, and the power of darkness.,”  €o it is yet;, this is
Sutan’s time; and we must let the joor ¢ld damned scul
have it, seeing itis the will of Gd to give it to Lim.
Clrist’s time is rot yet ccme; hut cur time is always
readis let us therefore do cur duty, and Christ will fuifil
his own purpose by cur labers, and that is egevgh for us.
‘We can convert a {cw of Goti’s elect cnes, hy the assis-
tance of divine power, and there are Eut few to be cen-
varted yet; and we can feed Ckrist’s lawls, and sheep;
and we can show ‘o the world, to angels, and dev.is,
that of ourselver we can do vothings all ihis fulfils iie
plan of Christ, and, as Clrist sai¢t to kis Father, (Is.
x!ix. §.) We shall ke glorious in the eyes of the 1cvd,
thcugh I:rael le rot gatheds that is, “Thougl Isreel
be not gathored”?> at that'time; and “It is not icr v: to
knew the times ane the seasons, which the Father Lath .
pt:t in his own power.”

11. I am not fenc of useless alarms, nor is it right to-
predict eyil to the church of God, unless we do it Ly the
authority of Ged. Put the watchuen cn tle walls of
Zion must Lear the werd at the mouth of the Tord, «ud
g:ve the recple warning from | 'm."(Fzck. iii. 17. aud
xxxifi. 1—7.) It I uncerstand the | reicticn rightly in
Fev. xi. 7- 10. and iu Dap. viii. 18. #nd ix. 2<—%7.
ard Utkink that T am vot far wrong, there is the kst
distressing time coling u, un tie chuick that she Las ever
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yet experienced, We know that the church under the
reign of Diocletian, and Galerius, suffered to great ex-
tremity; but it is to be feared that this persecution (which
was the last before Constantine the Great ascended the
turone) was buta mere sample compared to what the church
will have yet to suffer from the Pope of Rome, at least, the
churches in Europe. (See Mosheim’s Ch. Hist. Vol. 1,
p 313-318.) As this seems to be a prophetic sample
of the last persecution before the Millennium, I will
st:te a few particulars of it. The first order from the
Emperor was ¢“To pull down the churches of the chris-
tians, to burn all their hooks and writings, and to take
f-om them all their civil rights and privileges.” Shortly
after this edict, a fire broke out in the palace, and thou-
sands of the christians suffered unjustly as the authors
of the burning, and ‘“were tormented in the most inhu-,
man, and infamous manner.” Another edict of the Em-
peror “‘Ordered all the bishops and ministers of the
church to be cast into prison.” Immediately afterwards
-€‘a third edict was issued out, ordering, that all sorts of .
torments should be employed and the most insupportable
punishments invented to force these venerable captives to
renounce their profession, by sacfificing to the heathen
gods. An immense number of persons distinguished for
piety and learning became victims throughout the em-
pire. A fourth edict was published, by which the ma-
gistrates were ordered to force all christians without dis-
tinction of rank or sex, to sacrifice to the gods. This
edict had liked to prove fatal to the christian cause.”
History informs us that it is almost incredible to enu-
merate the variety of suffering and torments the chris-
‘tians had to endure. ¢“They were scourged to death,
had their flesh torn with p#cers, and mangled with
broken pots, they were cast to lions, tygers, and other
wild beasts, were burned, beheaded, crucified, thrown
into the sea, torn to pieces by distorted boughs of trees,
roasted by gentle fires, and holes made in thejr bodies for
melted lead to be poured into their- bowels. Ehey con-
cluded that they had cowpleted their work, and in an
ancient inscription fen a pillar) they tell the world that
they had destroyed the name and superstition of. the
christians, and l.ad restored the worship of the gods.”
But shortly after this, Constantine came to the throne,
‘d put down paganism, and exalted the christian
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religion to the highest piteh of grandeur over the whole
empire. ,

St. John says that the beast shall make war with the
witnesses, and overcome them, and kill them, and their,
dead bodies shall lie in the streets of the great city for
three days and an half, before they shall rise again. It
is surely very evident that this means a dismal persecu-
tion, which shall put down the church for three years
and an half, after which the Millenniam will commence,
and the church will as it were rise from the dead, and
live and reign a thousand prophetic years. If my calcu-
lations from Daniel be correct, as I expect it is, the child
that is now born will not be more than twenty years old
until he will be an eye or ear witness to all these things.
Blessed will he be, who will either die in Jesus, and for
his cause, or who will live to be called to the marriage
supper of the Lamb. But the fearful soul who draws
back and cannot stand persecution, will lose his crown,
and God will have no pleasure in him. We are no
better than thousands of other christians who have sacri-
ficed their blood for the religion of Jesus; and although
the church has enjoyed a long respite, yet the time of
persecution is not yet over.  Some do hope, that because
Auwerica is removed far distant from Rome, and also be-
cause our happy constitntion guarantees to us both civil
and religious liberty, and because all our excellent laws
forbid every thing like persecution, that we will escape,
at least in a considerable degree, and live in peace, while
Europe will be all in a flame.

I confess I feel sometimes a fond hope for the happi-
ness of my beloved couuntry, for whose liberty I have, in
my youth, exposed my blood. But God only knows
how it will be. 'We are not far from a whole continent,
large and powerful, which is full of those who worship
the beast and his images, and who have his mark on their
foreheads and in fheir bands; and our cities and towns
haye their chapels and their votaries; and their members,
and their chapels are,ipcreasing daily. Deism and infi-
delity abound, and I hav® ngt yet forgotten what Mr.
Jeffarson said in his Notes on Virgjpia. ¢T tremble for
my country, when 1 know that God is just,” and will
hear the cries of the oppressed, and avehge their cause.
Upon the whole, we had better prepare for the worst,
even if we do hope for the best. One thing I know,

b
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S:tan reigns in America as well as every where else,
an} there is not much good to be exp:cted under his
dominion. He hates peace, and loves war, and blood,
an ! he cansoon chinge laws and constitutions when and
where God pernits him; wnd he hates the church and will
distress her, if he can; and ol only knows what may
be permitted im to do. But it is not worth while to
huaz our heads like a balrnsh; we have the scene to go
throuzh, those of us who will tive long enough, and let
us 2o throagh it like vallivat nen, and like good soldiers
for Ohrist. D -ath is hat a trille for » worm to meet with,
i1 whatever forn it miy come. And if we are interested
in Christ he will 10t desert us in the day of trial. An
everlasting crown of celestial glory is worth dying for,
an thos» who will prove faitiaful, will be sure to gain it.
But ol, the wratch wha will dinzh, and :lesert his colors!
He will he mewn w1 miserable in this world, and mean
an!l miserable forever.

12. Reader, let m~ ask which sid» you are on, Christ’s
or Satan’s? If yo1 arc one of the redee ned of the Lord,
you are a hanov nan. If you have seen and felt vour
sia anl lanysr, anl have apolied to Christ, by a genunine
surrealer Hf voor heart to hia, 23 your only righteous-
ness, and do lensa:d on hin o1ly for salvation; and if the
Soirit of Charist i3 satifving yoar snul if you hate sin,
and repent of it, anl delight in the ways of holiness; if
you love Ohrist, his cause, his worship and ordinances,
anl his peoplz; only say from a conscioas feeling of your
heart, that it is so with you, anl *he die i3 cast, the word
is spoken ¢“Thom shalt be saved.” O blessed words,
snoken by Christ throngh the apastle Paul to the jailor.
Tuese worls ersure salvation to every believer. You
bave ‘a happy 1o, to be one of the few who constitute
the little flock of Uhrist, an:l find the strait gate, isnot a
trifle.  Yan bave got vour soul for a prey, anl you have
escaped all the drevlful congeqnences of the fall, notwith-
standing all the canninzg artifice of Satan. You have met
with a gool friend inleed, anid you nught never*to forget
him. And see to it that yeu be faithful in the tause of
your kind Redeemer, even to death, and he will gi? you
a crown of life, #1 reward you for all yon do, or suffer,
for his nam=. #f voa are old, you may die in peace;
bnt if von are vorng, nerhaps vou may ly fo heaven ina
fiery chariot. A cross, a gibbet, the wheel, or a burning

(.
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stake, is as geed a 1lace o start from to go to Feaven as
a fcatler Led, with half a Cezen of friends wecjing
around you, and two or three physicians druggirg ycu
to death. Your husiness is to love, and praise, and
serve, and honor your Kedeemer w hether living or dying.

13. But perhaps it is your urhappy case to belong to
Satan’s side of the question. W Lat! have you been so
negligent, so careless, so wicked, and so cruel to your-
self, as never to consider, or lay to heart your lost ard
ruined state? and have you never given yourself to Christ,
and never to this good day, felt the power of religion in
Yyour heart? Can you, my friend, live contented and hap-
py under the power and dominion of sin? Does it uot
"hurt your feelings to think of the miserable state you are
in? Are you not afraid of dying without religion? I
am afraid of your chance. If you go on in this stupid
and careless way, I would rather he your dog, than take
Your chance for heaven. I tell you, sir, your chance is
bad. If you would believe in Christ, he would assured-
1y save you, for he never will cast out one who will
come to him; but I am afraid you will never come. Ycu
are too busy te come to Christ; you are perkaps makir g
money too fast for the good of your soul. You have
yeur family to support, your crop to tend, your cotton to
pick out, your cern to plant and to pull, and your wheat
to sow, and to reap; or perhaps you have a numbcr of
slaves vnder your care, and you Lave to direct ther:,
drive .them, whip them, and curse them. Put, if ycu
would gain the whole world and lose - your soul, what
would it profit you? Poor soul, you are in the devil’s
rarge, belonging to his kingdom anc under bis influence,
and gou think you are very wise. I ounce asked a mar,
who was a very rich, and a clever, respectable man, if
he belonged to ary chburch; he auswered ‘‘yes, I beli ' g
te the big church.” W hat, said I, to the devil’s church?
Yes. What a gy it is that so many decent, sensille
men, are eontented to be all their lives the servant: of
Satan. Unhappy seuls! they live in an unh-ppy day,
when Satan reigns all over the wrrld, and i~ every d.y
slaying his thousands; and very few why live now, ard
very few who ever have lived since tle fzll of Adam,
have been, or will be saved. Almost all the worl”, ‘o
thic day, an? fer twenty veers lenger, will be lest: the
cenduct of the world shkows it, and tle bible says so. Tt
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is but here and there we find a man, who shows himselfl
a real christian by his faith and practice. Mankind are
alinost universally careless, thoughtless, or wicked.
Now, careless reader, tell me, what chance have you for
heaven? Iudced, and in trath, while you live as you do,
there is & hundred chances for onc for you to be lost;
and you will unqguestionabiy be lost, if you continue
under the influence of Satan. His object and sole inten-
tion is to drag you to ruin, and he will do it too, if you
do not take better care than you have done, or are likely
to do; and yet you think you are very wise.

Sinner, sinner, let me entreat you, for your own soul’s
sake, to consider, and lay to heart your unhappy condi-
tion; it may soon be too late; and if you loiter much
longer, it will be forever too late. Struggle, struggle
hard, rather-than die; break the fatal charm, disentangle
yourself from the dismal snare; for if you listen much
longer to Satan’s dreams, you are gone—gone—yea,
GONE FOREVER. O, then come to Jesus; as you love
your own soul, come; as you wish to escape eternal
misery, and as you wish to be happy in heaven to all
eternity, come to Jesus. If you feel any motions in your
heart, yield in a moment; perhaps it may be the only
chzn e you may ever have; therefore embrace it, and
come just as you are, and fix afterwards; make no apolo-
gies, and wait for no ceremonies, and you will be num-
bered among the happy few, who will be rescued from
the dominion of Satan and made an heir of eternal glory.

14. Ln the next place, we congratulate the church on
the happy prospect of a glorious time which is yet before
her. Let her wait with patience a little longer, and let
her put on strength and courage to bear but one conflict
more, and then her glorious Redeemer will come, with:
all the ensigns of royalty, and claim his dominion over
the whole world. The church, through persecution and
death, may lose thousands of her chie'ﬂen here below,
but she herself can unever be lost; she may l;e'-ialled to
fight, and to fignt hard, hut ahe is sure of viclbry, and
when the final contest is-over, the day is her own. . My
christian brathrepe let me press yon to turn your attedtion
to these things. Our Saviour is not asleep; but he' is
about to shake Both heaven and earth, that he may estah-
lish his church firever. antwithstanding the oppoasiti:m

* all her enemies. Read Rev, xxi. and see what a
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happy state the church will be in when the Millennium
takes place. I knew that the most of om commentators
say that this New Jerusalem is a representation of the
heavenly state. I have examined their arguments on the
subject, and they appear to me as light as wind; and I
am fully confirmed in the opinion that this passage is
designed, as a lively figurative description of the glory
of the church, during her Millenniel state. But this is
not the place to argue this point; and I must refer the
reader to my Lectures on this passage. (ver. 1.) It isa
new state of things, and the former circumstances which
attended the church are passed away. There will be
no more sea. 'The sea is an emblem of sorrow, trouble,
and commotion; bat the church will be free from all such
things. (ver. 8.) Jesus Christ will dwell among his
people in a very special manner with his spiritual pre-
sence, (4.) “God will wipe away all tears from their
eyes.”” 'Tears are expressions of grief, and sorrow.
The church has, under the reign of Satan, been well
acquainted with weeping; but now all cause of sorrow
will be done away and there will be nothing but joy and
gladness. ‘“And there shall be no more death.” The
word death is often used in scripture as a strong figure
to mean deep destress, and affliction. See Matt. xxvi.
38. 2 Cor, iv. 11, 12. The church bas all along been
exposed to a thousand deaths by the bloody hands of
perseeutors, but now they shall no more experience the
axe, the cross, the gibbet, or any more terrible execu-
tions by persecutors, ¢‘Neither sorrow nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain.”” 'These are high
figures to represent the happy, peaceable, safe and com-
fortable state of the church, being delivered frem every
thing that would give pain, anxiety er any kind of dis-
tress.

Such is the happy state which lies hefore the church,
and I heartily .cqngratulate her on the blessed prospect.
Indeed we may say, in the words of St. Paul, for we
can say nothing better, (1 Cor. i. 9.) “Fye hath not seen
nor ear heard, neitker hive the things entered into the
hea#t of man, which God hath prepared for them whe
lowe him.” -~ v

15. In the last place, we conclude the glorious subject
of the Millennium, by taking a general ¥iew of the state-
ment we have given, and by drawinga fair, ratiogal, and
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decisive-con-lusion, relative to the effect which the gospel
will, and must unquestionably have, as to the general
salvation of the human race. 1In order to draw a fair, and

a decided conclusion on this very interesting subject, let . _
us first lay down our premises on a fair, and solid ground, «,

that may be depended on. 1In the first place, the
promises of the covenant, on which the gospel is founded,
engages the salvation of the whole fallen race of Adam,
excepting only a few. This appears evident from the
view which we have taken of some of the radical pro-
mises stated in this treatise. Tt is as evident'as language
can make it, that Christ is engaged to bruise the Ser-
pent’s head; that he will be a blessing to all the families ,
and nations of the earth; that he will draw all nien unte
him; that he will destroy the works of the devil; that he
came not to condemn the world, hut to save the worlds
that he will have all men {0 be saved, and come to the
knowledge of the truth; that as judgment came upon all
men to condemnation, by the offence of one man, so by
the righteonsness of one, justification shall come upon
all men as a gracious gift. Christ tasted death for every

" man; he is the Saviour of all men; he gave himself a
ransom for all men; and he is the propitiation for the
sins of the whole world. Many such texts we find ia
the infallible word of God.

The question now is, how aré we to tinderstand such
texts as these? There is but two meanings that can be
given them, accerding to truth, and according to the com-
mon sénse of langnage; we must understand them either
universally, or generally, for the language gives us only
one or the other of these two ideas; according to common
use. But we cannot understand them universally, be-
cause other scriptures, and positive facts, would contra-
dict us. We see that many rémain wicked enemies te
the gospel, and to all religion; and Christ says expressly,
that all unbelievers shall be damned, amd that the goats
on the left hand shall go away into everlastimg punish~
ment; therefore, we are confined to the general sense of
the words, viz. that mankin€ will be generally’ saved;
and, as we have said, these texts are to be considerad as
general rules, to #hich there may be, and generally sre,
some exceptiond!

The next question is, What number can we admit as
exceptions to these general rules? We answer, the nom-
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ber must be-00 small, compared to the number saved, to
require it;% ‘be mentioned. If the number lost, were
€qual, or even half equal to the number saved, it should
have b’en stated; because, otherwise, a general rule
would give us a false idea, according to common use in

‘langnage. Baut, to say, that all are saved, when them,

is » vast multitude saved, and but a very few lost, is

mothing but a commen mode of speech, because the few
- Who are lost are but nothing when compared to the mul-
‘titade saved. But we have it stated in Gen. iii. 15, in
such langiage as necessarily gives us the idea of the
generality of mankind being saved, and very few lost;
« and, as I have already stated, this being the ongmal

. engagement, this exception must be carried on through

all the other promises, which are founded on it, as the
basis of the whole system, We ought, therefore, to
consider and understand this original engagement well,
ag it is the grand foundation of all the rest. Christ is
to bruise Satan’s head, and his own heel is to be bruised;
therefore, as a bruise of the head, is to a bruise on the
heel, so will the number saved be to the number lost.
8atan’s kingdom in this world is to be overturneds but
Christ’s kingdom over him, is only to sustain a slight

bruise on the heel. 'Thus we see that Satan’s seed will

be only a small remnant of mankind; but Christ will re-
deem all the rest; and the number saved will be so. great
and the number lost so small, that the language of scrip-
ture is justifiable, according to common speech, when it

speaks of all the families of the earth, all men, the whole

world, &c. being saved. This is unquestionably the
way we ought to construe the scriptures; neither can we.
make the account of the bible agree with itself or with

" truth on any other principles.

. We are next to remember, that the only objection which,
¢an be brought forward against this plan, is relative to
Christ’s flock heing a little flock, and there being but few
that wilbe#aved; this objection, we hope, is satisfacte-
rily agswered. For if Christ meant that there would be
but adew saved, accordimg to the whole plan of the gos-
pd, it would, in a pointed manner, contradict all the
@xts which we have quoted abové, apd a thousand more
which might easily be quoted; and it would frustrate his
whale plan which he has revealed in his word, and invert
the system which he eriginally propesed to Adam, to
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Abraham, and to the christian church. X only a little
flock, and a few will ever be saved, how wk* the Ser-
pent’s head be bruised? Would not Abraham’s<eéd be a
curse instead of a blessing to the families “of the earth?
The gospel would undoubtedly be the greatest curiz that
God has ever sent into the world, unless it saves the
world. It will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomar-
rah in the day of judgment than for those who hear tle

gospel, unless the gospel saves them. Christ has pro‘:—

mised to send the gospel to all the kindreds, nations an
languages of the earth, and to call upen the ends of the
earth to look unto him and be saved. What will he do
it for, except he intends to save them? Is it to gather in
a few scattering travellers in the narrow way, and collect
a little flock out of the world, and by the offers of his
grace, to cause the greatest number of mankind to go
down to perdition with ten fold greater vengeance, than
they would, had he let them alone? And yet he has said
that he came not to condemn the world, but to save the
world! What is the reason that the gospel does not now
spread over the world? Perhaps you say, it is because of
the hardness of men’s hearts that hinder them from re-
ceiving it. But thousands and millions of people never
had the chance of receiving it, because it was never sent
to them. 'The gospel, with the grace of God, could sof-
ten men’s hearts; the bloody Jews were as hardened as
‘any set of men in the world, yet three thousand of them,
on the day of pentecost, were soon softened down under
the gospel. But the true reason is, that God, out of
mercy, compassion, and henevolence to the heathen, keeps
the gospel from them. If they were of his elect number,
he would soon send it to them; but while he has no in-
tention to save them, he will, through mercy, keep them
in a state of heathenism; because he does not wish te
aggravate their condemnation. The gospel always fol-
Jows the elect; wherever they are, the el is sent to
gave them. And when the glorions timé will cdine when
the race of man will be all of the elect number}y then,
and not till then, the gospel witt be spread all over the
world. v )
Therefore, it is gwident, that the only reason why tie
flock of Christ isfa little flock, and that few are saved,
is because during the reign of Satan, Christ has but few
4o save; there are but few of those born into the world

-
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who ar& given to him by his Father, and he speaks of
| this time, and we ought to understand him so; and so- it
will ¢ontinue to be during the appointed time of Satan’s
; 3 donyinion on earth. Satan reigns only over his seed, and
WY .ever his seed is born into the world he will be per-
4.1 to reign, Christ bas a few among them, and there-
- Zore his flock is small. He has no business, as a Saviour,
_/with Satan’s number. But when the number left to Sa-
) tan is done, and Christ’s seed will come into the world,
, / then Satan will have no business here, and he will be
+ / shut up in his prison, and Christ will take the goveru-
/" ment. . Then let the prophets say, let reason say, yea let
}“ - Christ himself say, whether his flock wili be small or not,
and whether his people will be few. Christ says he will
draw all men unto him. Paul says, he will be the Sa-
f viour of all men. John says, that he will be the propi-
,  tiation for the sins of the whole world. Peter says, he
is not willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance. Moses says, that he will bless all
the families of the earth. David says, that his kingdom
~ shall be from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of
} the earth. Isaiah says, the whole earth shall see his
| salvation. Jeremiah says, that all shall know him from
the least unto the greatest. Daniel says, that he shall
have a kingdom and glory and domini-~ - and that all
people, and nations, "and languages, s ul serve him.
Malachi says, that his name shall be great among the
heathen, from the rising of the sun to the going down of
the same. And now let reason say whether the flock of
Christ will be a little flock, or whether there be few who
will find the narrow way, or enter in at the strait gate.
Surely they must have very contracted views of the plan
of God, who limit salvation to a small number of the hu-

man race. .

On these premises, which the author of this work coun-
siders as undgwigble, and fully decisive, we are obliged,
on the f; antd most solid grounds, to conclude, that
by farffhe greatest part of mankind will be saved, and
that, @mparatively, verffew will be losts I have not

+ _ ad®pted the puerile, and irrelevant schemes of some who
c®int upon the great number of innoeapt, dying infants,
as they call them, nor yet upon the gre}t number of poor,
pious heathen, who, as some suppose, are saved without
the gospel, in consequence of their doing as well as they
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know how; peither have I calculated upon the wamber of
civil, honest, moral mgn, who seem to call for ourcharitys
nor on the numbers wno, on a deatn bed, are serious, and
may, for what we know, repent and believe in Cﬁﬂst-
No; bad I no better grounds to go upon, than sucl as
these, I would drop my pen, and give up the world%»0
Satau at once, and content myself with a little flock im;
deed, as Christ did during Satan’s reign, and never trou \
ble the world with idle whims, and empty castles floating",
in theair. Bat I have taken solid ground; I have taken *
for my data what Christ himself has said on the subject, !
and what his prophets and apostles have said; calculat-
ingthat they have said what is true, and not a mere fable;
and upon this ground I have, I think, fairly and honestly
drawn my conclusions, and if I understand these scrip-
tures correctly, as I hope and believe I do, my conclu- |
sions are firm and unshaken, and will stand the test of
time, which tries all opinions; and my cenclusions are_
the following;:

1. Christ’s flock is a little flock, and has been so since
the fall, and will be so till the Millennium commences.
During the reign of Satan, there will be but few of man-
kind saved, and the great majority will be lost. Christ,
according to his plan, has seen fit to begin the world
under the reign of terror; no doubt to let mankind see
and feel the dreadful consequences of the fall, and be
convinced that it requires the almighty energy of divine
grace to recover a lost world from a state of ruin, and
no doubt but the damned in hell will be a testintony to
the redeemed in heaven, of the infinite greatness of their
salvation, and the glory of their Redeemer, which will
increase their happiness, and fill their mouths with songs
of praise to all eternity. |

2. But notwithstanding the great number, that will be
lost, and the few that will be saved, under the present
state of things, yet, upon a general ulation of the
whole race of Adam, there will be but few lgwl} and the
great majority of mankind will he saved. Prefpat cir-
cumstances of the church, andrthe circumstances in which
the church has always been, look very unlike it; B8t I
anrprehend the geperal sense of tue scripture tells us #.

‘We are to reme mﬂ;:rthat time is only beginning, and there
is time enough yetin the world, and room enough in the
councils of heaven, for Christ te honor his name, his

\




ooa')pel and his church, in bringing many, yea a great
" pqultitude of sons and daughters to glory, (see Heb ii.-
.. .%7—10) and to be a general blessing to all the nations and

/ families of the earth; and for Abraham’s spiritual seed
%o be as mumerous as the stars in the regions of heaven,
and as the very dust that compose this terrestrial gk
Our immortal WasuincTON, during the revoluti

war, lost many thousands of his blave men, ting
for the liberties of his country; but now we dount the

fiftieth year of American Independence, and our numbers
have increased to ten millions of free citizens, enjoying
all the blessings of civil and religious libertyahnd alt'Lough
we remember with high respect, and grat®ul atiention,
those who bave sacrificed their lives for theglorious
cause; yet when we count our numbers they are never
remembered or-neted in the statements of our extensive
pepulation.  Thus the incalculable population ef the
world, under the peaceful and happy ¢ reign of our glori- .
ous Immanuel w11? be so great, that all the mumbers who
are lost and which appear to us new so great, will be for-
gotten as not worth a thought: and the whole race of
Adam will be saved, except a trifling insignificant rem-
nant, whom the blble hardly ever recognizes, nor even
mentions when spegking of the glory of the happy king-
dom of Christ.

3. To make the kingdom of Clmst overbalance the
kingdom of Satan, so far, as to make the number who
will be lost, appear so small, comparatively, as not to be
worth noticing, it will not only be necessary for him to
extend his kingdom over the wholer world, but he must
also reign a longtime. It will require scme time for chil-
dren enough to be born in the world, to equal the whole
number which are born under the reign of Satan, and it
will take a much longer time fo
in numbers, as to make it unnec
ber lost, as an ption to a ger
stance is afMudditienal demonstr
culate thi'thousand yeave of the
tical number, and I think weé ha
we h#e no scriptural authority t
as i¥would be an evident infracti
of St. John’s ¢alculations.

Therefore, we conclude, and
and scriptural grounds, thatnotw
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bers who have beén lost since the fall of Adam, t}ﬁqre
will such vast multitudes be saved, during the long, and
glorious time of the Millenrium, that all who will bt
lost of the human race, will be as the drop of the bucket,

or as the small dust-of the balance, when compared to"

the jnnumerable multitades who will be made partakers
Aﬁ%‘lﬁneﬁts of salvation. 'The prospéct of such happy
effect the gospel on the poor fallen race of man, and
the assuance of such infinite honor and glory as Christ
will acquire by the victories of his cross, and the hope of
such a glerious victory as the church will gain over the
kingdom of darkness, are enough to fill our hearts with
gladness and rejoicing. And although the church seems
to be tired out with the long reign of Satan, and almost
borne down and worn out with scenes of distress and em-
barrassment; and although she has one more dismal scene
of persecution before her; yet she has every encourage-
ment to hope for a happy issue in the end, and a glorious
reward for all her travail. Her Lord has supported her
all along, and he will support her to the end, and crown
her with victory in the issue of her warfare.

¢‘He who testifieth these things, saith, Surely I come
quickly.” Let the church, now advanced almost to
the eve of vietory, reply, with hppe, courage, and
comfort, ¢ Amen.. Even so come Lord Jesus.” And
the author of this treatise, with humble conftdence prays,
¢“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all,
AMEN.”
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