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MILLENNIUM, &c.

. SECTION 1.
The clue taken from the prophet Danief,

.- THE Church has been leng praying for the downfall of
Antichrist, and our hopes have been greatly encourugeds by
-the preeicus assurance which God Lasgiven in his word, that
the time is coming when he will appear as the terrible avens
-ger of the enemies of his gospel; when the Pope, the manof
Sin, will'be destroyed by the brightness and glory of his.
ceoming. T ‘
‘But it is our daty not only to wait paticntly, and pray for,
“the fulfilment of these predictions, butalso to notice the times
“he-has poiuted out, and the prophetic evidences he has given
~as to the time-of his coming. 7o this I will callthe attention
of my reader in-the following pages, while 1 altempt to ascer-
tain the precise time of the rise, and the fall of the Pope of
.. Rome, and the commencement of the Millennium.
. »We further premise, that it is evident from Dan. vii, 25,
. and %15 7y.and from Rev, xi. 2, 3, and 51i, €, 14, thatthe reign
of popery will last 1260 years, In this there has been no
~ dotbt,-or difficulty, as itis cleariy stated in scripture. All the
‘difficulty has beeh to ascertuin the beginning of these 1266
‘years; and for the want ol attending to the particular clue
which Danicl gives, all the conjectures which [ have eter
‘seen, have becn merely conjectures, without any certainty.
- According to prophetic ccmputation, we are to count a day
fQ'r ayear. Thisls evident from Ezek. iv, 6, where God says
to the piophet, *1.have appointed thee each duy for a year,”
and also from Gen. xxix, where Jacob had to serve a week
{or Leah, and also for Rachel, viz. seven yeats for cach Con-
sequently 1260 .days are 1260 years, and 42 wonths are 42
tumes 30 duys, which is 1260. Also a time is a year, or 26D
d'ays,the Jewish year; times are two years, 720 days; Lalf @
| ime, or the dividing of time, ave six months, or 180 days, all
- }vh'xch‘a.dded together make 1260, o
The prephet Daniel has not only stated the duration of

-
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Popery, but hé has also given a clue in.round iumbers, and
stategl his 70 weeks in such an exact manner, thacthe time of
the rise ot the Man of 8in can'be clearly and satisfactorily as- .
certained. This circumstance has been umfortunately over-
looked, and consequently. this time -of the most ingeresting
consequencesy has almost overtaken.us unawares, = .

I now proceed to explain giw principles on which I calcul-
ate, and I invite my readsy’s serious and accurate attention,
and I hope by the blessing of God, toggive full satisfaction to

. eyery honest enquirer. . R N

 Dan. viii, 13, 14! % Then T heard one _saint speaking, and

“ another saint said-unto that certain saint, How leng shall
4 be the vision, concerning the daily sacrifice, and-the trans-
¢ gression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary, and the
¢ host, tobe trodden under foot? And he said unte me, Until
 two thousand three hundred days, thern shall the sanctuary he”
“ cleansed.” B I S
~ Fhis is the first part of the clze. Tt must-be evident.that
€ tothe cleansing of the sanctuary,” means, to.thé commence-
ment'of the Miilennium, when.the true wosehip.of. God will
be restcred to the church. It is also evidemwt-that.the 2300
‘days,are 2300 years, and-consequently tho end of these 2300 -
-years must close the reign of popery. The other partof'the
clye is to ascértain the true meaning of the 70 weeks. This
1 do iu the following manner. :When the Angel Gabtiel ¢x-

- plained the vision to Daniel, he gave.the following very ac-
curate statement. (Chap. ix, 24.) ¢ Seventy weeks are deter-
“ mined ufion thy people and upon-thy holy city.”” Here we aré
to take special notice, that these 70 weeks are the first part of
the 2300 years. Also, we are to notice #¥at these 70. weeks
were to be fulfilled on the Jews, before the Gentiles were
connected with the church; therefore they relate solely <o
the Jewish ration.exclusively of the Geutiles. The Angel
says, that these 70.weeks which were to be compleated on the
Jewish church, whoare, by way of emphasis, called thy fre- file
and thy holy city, were * To finish the transgression, axd to
“ make an end of sins.,”  The Angel in the following prt

- explains what he meant by finishing the transgression, and
making an end of sin. % Even to make recopciliaticn for -
¢ iquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness.” ,:I:o ma_ike
reconciliation, means the atonement of the cross. To bring
in.eviilasting rightevusness, means to introduce the gospel

ydispensation, founded on tpe atonement actually made.:‘f Io
% geal vp the vision and prophecy,” mcans to accomplish or
fulfil the types of prophetics congerning the Messiah, * and
¢ (o anoint. the mmest holy.” The original is to scal the vision,

~
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and the prophet, and to anoint, or sprinkle the holy of holies 3
and the sense is. to attest the truth of all God’s deelaratmns
ccncernmq Christ 5 to atfest the divine mission .of the Mes-
-si.h. the true prophet, and for hlrn, as the Apostle says, after
hr had offeved one sacrifice for sin, to ascend into heaven it-
self to sprinkle the most holy. place with his own blood.

Thus we plainly see that the 70 weeks were to continue
u,ntll the close of the Jewish  dispensation, Note., One week
- is" seven days, and seventy ‘weeks are seven times seventy
~days, which'are 490.  Therefore when we count a day for a
year, we clearly see that God had determined 490 years un-
~ til ‘the introductiunof the gospel dispensation.

“The Aheel having thus given a general statement, he pro-
cecded to Eamcuhrs, and divided these 70 weeks into three
_parts, the first combt ehcnamg the timeé in which Jerusalenx.
“would be rebuilt. V, 25—+ Know thersfore and understand
% that frofn the time of the-going forth of the commandment
4 tg restore, and build Jerusalem unte Messiah the Prince,
¢ shall be seven weeks, and three score & two weeks.” Fhat
18, first seven weeks or 49 years for rebuilding Jerusalem, in
which time; said the Angel, “The strect shall be bux‘t again,
& and the wall, even in nouolous times.””

~Then the Angel said, (V. 26.)¢ After tﬁree score and tw>
“wecks,"” to wit, from’ the uw' when toe cite won:d be w
buile, ¢ ‘wheﬂ{ MessieX be cut o, but uot for himsell,” This
‘does not mean, that the 62 weeks woulcl last until the real
crucifizion of Chtist, but to: the time when he should be
publialy inaugurated, which was at his baptism, when he was
thirty years old.  This is evident from the next verse, which
- contains the third division of the 70 weeks; and evidently has
the crucifixion i in the middle of it. Therefore this middie
dlvwon containing 62 weeks, or 434 years, comprehends the
time from the rebuilding of Jerusalem to the baptism of Christ,

" The last divisidn contains ene week, and is the last week
0!’ the 70. V. 27. % And he shall confirm the covenant with
“ many for one week, and in the midst of the week, he shall
‘ cause the sacrifice and the oblatien to cease.” Christ’s con-
firming the covenant, mezns his fulfilling his covenant with
- Abraham, as he had promised. “In thy seed shall ail the na-
“ tions of the earth be blessed,” which the Apostle explains,
(Gal. iii, 16,) to allude to Christ. ** Now to Abraham and his
“ 'ecd were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds,
“ as ol many, but as of one, and to thy seed, whichis Christ.”
His confirming the covenant with many, means, his establisk«
ing the gospel with the chosen remndnt of the Jews, who
- stiouid be the first [ruits of the gospel kingdom, The Jows




iherefore who would believe, were to be broughtinto a chu =k
. state, in this last week, before the Gentiles were to be called,
. and engrafted into the church,

His cansing the sacrifice and oblatlon toc - cease, means
‘his nullifying the rites and cercmoniegy. and typical worship*
of the Jews, and introduci ing. the @ spel worship in their
room. This was tobe done in the middle of the week: Now
| obeerve, this is the last of Daniel’s 70 weeks-; and one weelt
_Mmeans seven years, and the abrogation of the Jewish types,
" and the commencement of the ordmances, and worship of the’
~gospel, was to take place in the middle ofthese last 7 years.
~ Nothing is more evident than the abrogation of the Jewish:
~ polity, and the commencement of the gospel takmg place on
the day of Pertecost.  The'crucifixion of Christ put an end
to all typical worshxp, or rather I wouid say, wus “the grand
7 strata, or foundation; on which the: rospel is founded, and oa
~tehich the Jewish worship ceased. When Christ commissions
" ed his disciples to pzee.aa, and baptise in his name, he then
gave themr divine authority to close the time of offering sa-
- crificesy and nblatlo'xs ; but.on the day of Pentecost, Wh"n
they were ﬁ‘.ed ith the H’on Ghos’t, the ahohtaon took’ placb,
“on the positive iutroduction of the gospel in'the room ol typis
cal worship. Therefure it is plam that the.day of Penteccst
was in the middie of the 70th week; and there were only three
“years and an Kalf, afier the day of Pentecost, to clos se the 490-
"ysars to be fulfilled on the Jewish nation,

We are both pleased, and surprised at the accmacy of this
| 'statement by the Angel to Daniel, and we aré invited ¥ take
a eerious view of the fulfilment of this prophecy, and to notice
“with pe‘.ulxar attentinn the date of the Caristian w®ra, when
“the gospel was given to the Gentiles,

* We have seen that tiis 70th week began when Jesus was
‘30 yearsold ; at which time he was baptised of Tohn at Jordan,
"The age of our Saviour at his bapttsm, is p'u'm,ular!v stated
by the evangelist Luke, to be 30 years. ( Luke iii, 23.) Tte
“public ministry of Christ is computed to be thres years and
an h;z}f, and' this evidently appears to be corrcct from our Sa-
‘viour’s declaration in Luke xiii, 33. ¢ Nevertheles: g I must
“ walk to day and to-morrow. and the duy following.”  Tke
‘meaning of our Lord is certainly this. The Pharisees advised
him to depart, because Herod intenda to kill him. Jesus tokd
them to tell that Fox, that cunnin<, subtle and deceit{ful mamn,
that accordmg to the grand counsel of God, it is determiact
that I should continue my mmxsu; from my inauguration, tJ
the middle ol the week according to Daniel’s p.ron‘mcv therce
fore I do cures and cast oat dcvns, to attest my divine mis-
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sion for (gll three years. Hgrod with all his cunning and,
weakness cannot discomfit the purpose of God, it will not be
permitted him to kill me. I must therefore do eures to day,
and to-morrow, andthe third, (nere ou;,ht to be astop) afrer-
wards 1 shall be perfected. This verb signifies to nish or
complate any. work one has to do.. Itisalso frequently used
im scriptures to mean tooffer a sscuhce, or to-perform an a-
tonzment (Heb. i, 10, and v, 8, 9.) and it is very remuark-
able that this is the very verd wiich Christ made use of on
the cross when be said, It ts.,mw/z'.d In the next verse our
Saviour defines his meaning precisely. * Therefore it must be,
“ ‘that 1 walk to day and to-morrow, and the day fellowing.”
That is, “(taking a day for a year) it. is absolutely :nccessary
“that ¥ dont mue'my public ministey for three years, and.in the
middia of the fourth year from my- baptism, { will offer my-
seif a sacrifice,. and complete the work which my F ather has
given me:to dey Sar when I die, I must die voluntarily, 1t is
therefore' abundantly- evident that Christ put an end to the
sacrifices, and- typical oblations of the Jewish ¢conomy, by
the-sacrifice of himself, in the middie of the week, or in his
34th yeary three years and an half after his baptism, accord-
ing to the statement of: Daniel,

The othe» half of this sevexmeth week was reserved for
the Apustles to zo on in establishing the covenunt, orin
preaching the. gospel to the Jews who were first to be cone
verted to christidnity, Ve all remembcr that Christ par.
t:icularly commanded the Apostles- to begm at Jerusalem,
(Luke xxiv, 47,) and we do not find a single uncircumeised
Gentile converted until Paul ‘was mwaculously called to be
the Apostle of the'Gen Hes: Daniel’s 70 weeks were not ex-
pired until then, which were to be accomplished.on the Jews,
and had an exclusive relation to them. We therefore find
that the church consisted of Jews, circumcised Samaritans,
and proselyted Grecians, and no doubt.some proselytes from
other nations. DBut even it there were some uncircumecised
persons converted, it was by no'means a genegal thing, and
consequently could not break the general rule.  The circums
cision had the claim according to prophecy, and they evident-
ly got it according to the precise account of the acts of the
Apostles,

Cornelius is.generally accounted the first unmc'xmused—
convert., But I think this is not a covrect statement. He
was not converted according. to commcn chronology, unti
the'year 41, which was seven or eight years after the day ot
Pantegost ; whereas Paul is stated by the general consent of-

A2
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| cammentawrs to be convcrted thxee year s. afier Pentecost,
I'his date of Pau)’s conversion agrees very well with the gen-
“eral dccount of the su'tptures. He had a hand in the death
. of Stephen, and afterwards in the violent persecwiicn which
followed. Hﬁ tvas employed as a particular agent to extend
‘the persecation to strange cities ; and at. length was. seut
with letters to the synagozues at- Damascus,  which was 90
, miles from Jevusalem. All these things wéuld tuke time,
-and three years is as little as we could. reasonabLy allow,
After he was coaverted, he stayeq *¢ Muny days™ (Actsix,
'23,) in Damascus preaching to and disputing with the Jews, -

Trom thence he went stridght Lo Arabia, as we have it stated -

“in Gal. iz, 17, before he saw any of the Apostles. Tlherefore

it must be nm.0st reasonable to conclade that Paul was convert-
"ed about the third year alter-the duy of Pentecost, and that
~ he s.uayed a-few nionths afterwards in Damascus, und aprive
ed i Arabia just at the close of l)mxel’s 70 weeks, whey
the 490 years were expired, which were determined-on the
Jews, and conséguently the Arabians whowere the posteri- .
-ty of Ishmael were the ﬁnt f!'l:.l 5. of thc pruules tq thg
© gospel.

~But:Daniel makes it evzdent *hat t‘ns wag thv very deter-,.,

mined time for the vospel to be seat to the Geniiles, after the
covenai‘t was confirmed withthe Jews forone week.or seven
~ years from the baptism of Christ, which is three years andan ;
half after the day of Pentcwsf, mugh day wag In thc mxddle.-;’

of the week. et
- It appears from Acts vui, 26-—-al, that the. ccm’ermod of -
~ Paul and Lis coming iuto. Jerussicm, and preaching~
boldly in the naine of (,Lust, had the happy. effect to stog
the persecution in Judea, % Thewthad the churches rest, &c¢. -
- And by the sequel of the accounnt, we dnd thgt this tranguis .
lity gave an oppormruy to the- Apgstles towisit, and edify, .
‘the churches ; and we find that Peter Dassipg thro’ the churs .
~ ches came to Lxd\la, and thence to Joppa, and from thencg
 to Cornelius. But Puul did not come to, Jerusalem il threg
* years after -his.conversion,. Gal, i, 18. ¢ Thep ufter threg
- @ yeaxs I went up- to. Jenusilein, to see, Peter.” . But Paul
went to Arabia im:nediately after he left quascus, beforg
- besaw any of the Apgsties, us appears frem Gal, 1, 17,

It is true, it was said it the Council at Jerusalem, that God

at' Brst made choicé of Peter to cansc the Gentiles to hewy
‘the qpspcl But weought (0 remcnmer that Peter and Iamcs
spoke ol the twelve . A,po;.t!m God made cholce among us.’
(Acts xv.) Andafterwards Pal and-Silus give in thur re=
port.  But t any rate it is not muaterial whether Cornslins,
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ot the Arabians were called Hrsty, or all at oncs we are g~
sured of onc thing, neither: ol them were called untill
Daniel’s 70 weeks were ended ;  aund. thut is cnough for my
purpose... ; - L |
. W are still more confirmed as to.this exact statement of
‘Dandel, when we censider the scripture statemant as to the.
propriety, and as to the design of Godin confrming the coves
nant first with the Jews., . N
- 1. If the Gospel had begn first .preached to the. Gentiles,
1t would have been.a stumbling block to the Jews,. and God
-did not chose to.cast.spch alet.in.-theix sway 5 . bub-first estoe -
‘blished a_chuyrch. among . his covenanted people, that the
blesslng of Abraham might go en, from.geparation to genet- -
ationy,without any.chasm ov.disturbances..
+ 2. It was pecessary that the, ficst Chuistian church should
‘be formed. of Abrahuin’s natural posterity; because they were -
the right heirs of the blessings of the covenant, who were
e children of the promise, and had pn their flesh the cove- -
- -hant seal, .ang, cousequently cauld net be engralted into .any
~other chypch... -
. 3. Had the Gentiles been called first .into a chirch state ii-
«dependent. of the. Jews," they . nust have been a separate
: ;:Ch;fu'.ch,;jand not’engrafted into the Jewish stock, nor made -
. partakers of 'the root & fatness of.the.good olive tiee; & the *
_Jews being afterwards called, .would .have .to be grafted intp
-4, .wild olive, and also the promises relative to the encrease
~and spread of the Jewish church would have failed, and Da.
" ¥id would hage lost his. national kingdomn and his heir, to -
sit on his throne forever. . 0 - |
- Now to take.a view of all .these things, must we not f2el a -
. full conviction that my statement reiative to Daniel’s 70 -
‘weeks is parfectly correct ? . nd what a grand curiosity it
i5 to see a poor captive Jéw,. counting his seventy weeks and :
30 minutely describing the last .one ; . pointing out Christ -
ooufirming the covenant in the.tima of it,. and causing the
sacrifice and oblation to ceasg in the midstof .it. . Confirms
Ing and establishing the gospel by his own miracles and mi-
nistry for three years and an half, and leaving the rémaining
threeyears & an half to the ministration of bis.Apostles. When
~ we read and consider this astonishing prophecy, and find by
4hre accyrate account of the New-estament the precise - ful.
Jfilment, we cannot bt adinive the wisdom, faithfulness and
Pperiect knowledge of our divine Redeemer.
o We have seea that Chirist was bantised when he was thirty
‘yeais.olaze, and that e was cruciiied iy his 34theyear. Sp
et when we add three yews aud 2a nalhy ths semaiader o

N
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d;c Yo wcc'is we evidently sce that Danisl’s 70 weeks, or
490 years, comes exuctly to the thirty ssventh year af Christ,
So that Daniel’s 490 years, overrun tite Christian wrd 87
years. We must therefore take the 37 years from 490, and.
_the remaindei s 453, and will coeincide exactly with the birth
of Christ.. There cannot possibly be any mistake inthis cal-
cul,dtxon, (if I have only set down the right figuves ;- “which: -
~ean easily be rectified.1if I have not) unless the Christian 2ra.
bd.not exactly to: the:true date of the birth of Christ, M?
calculation. is unquestionably according:to the scripture’ date, |
which - 1s;-undeubtedly true, and. i there be an error in
- my. ; futuvecalculation, - it must be an error ini.the. vulgar
@ra ot bejng correctly fixed to' the time of the real birth of*
ourSaviour. 1 know that it is generally. sthought that the
vulgar ®ra is four years too late.. If s, 1t ‘will only bring on.
the Millenntum four years. soonerthan I calculate,. because |
I' have to calculate by the vulgar 2ra when the. scnpture dute
ends, and'T will of course be justso fur wrong as’ the vul;rar
date differs form the trae scvgptum ‘dates But»ﬁbm the clo- -
sest:caleylation I can ‘make from- ‘Daniel’s accounty ° and the -
dateof the vulgar ®raatthe rise of popery, aswe will'see inlits.
proper-place, I am disposed to: think the Christian 2va bebms-«
one year too soon; consequently, if thisbe so,the Millenninm -
. Wwiil be que year la.ter than I calculate it. - You .will find pre-

| semly, thas T make the date of Daniel, as-to the vise of the.
Pope,- one year sooner than the vuigar date of the. chureh -
historyy. which shews that church fnstory dates tbe bm,h of
Christ one year sooner than Daniel did;- E
' This you can see in the following mlculatxo'n. Damei"s-
70 weeks overruns the Christian @ra aceording to thef&cmp- :
ture date 37 yearsy ~which &ou must-substract from 480, xh;au-.
ledves453 which must be the.true time ofthe biith of Christ’y
this brings the rise of the Pope-to the year of cur Lord 687,
as'you wHl see in the tables annexed to. this, <. This must be:*
the true d-te,. because it is the scripture date, - Buy the his-~ -
tory of the church, dates the.rise of the Pope according to
.z’xe vulgar ®ra in the year 588. Now add 588 to 1260, the
time of the reign of: Antichrist,. and the product is 1848;
- themksubstract- 1848 from 2300, and.you have. the vulgar dat,p.».
aofdhe huth of Christ in the 452d. year of Daniel’s’ 70 weeks, -
which is ono yean sconer than tle.Evangelists  make it.
Therefere thisaccounts for the one year of diffetence betwix{ :
the date:of Lanicl & thedate of church history, as youwill see:
by.and by.. Bat this is no chbject.ia such a leng calculationy
~,nd at any rate my calculution must be right, let.the vulgar.

W gs,u may. Lut alter all, pmhupa, if ‘we had the day,,

. g “m_.lh—-‘.;,‘- .-
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of the moath, there mizut b2 oily one div of a difer -nze at’

‘ast; for every one knows that the last day of Deceir ner and
the -first of January are only cng diy of o115, et they
~ date disferent vears. . I have geaerally, however fallowed the

- scripture account. There is butone thing more to be exs.
plamefl before I proceed to my calculation, and that iS, whe-
ther. Danicl’s 70 weeks began with his 230 yeurs ; ;  if this

-apnears td be 8o, then clare probatum est, ther: can be no
dispute of the corrzctness of my calenlation.  This appe.u"
cvndcnt to me from the Hllowing consi:lerations, -

. The explanation of the 70 we“h by the Angel, is evi-

éently an- explanation of - the vision which was to last 2300
“dlays, or- years, until: the c‘e*msm* of tha sanct,uarv, which

“evidently means *dll the puvging away of Popery.
By consulting the eighth c\n*:ter of Duniel, we find that

‘he had a vision of a ram with two horns, which was after-

Jwards explamed to meanthe Medss & Persians, a,v’ucn ovep-

. threw the Babylomms. Antof tue he'goaty meaning Alek-
+ander the great, or the Grecian . empirg, which overthrew

the Pers'aam. Wea the great horn of the goat was broken,
feur notabld horis came up ; when: Alexander died, the
k!r’xode'n W3S dwu‘lcl into four sections, and out of oné of
. the nfo«.ab%p I‘mrns, camn: forth a littie hov iy waich’ waxed eXse'
ceeding gréat; which wasthe Kaman empire, "which over-
turned the empire of Gresce, co'lqaeve:l Jerusalem, &c.»

In the exp!a.nauon of the AD"’GI, the vidion of the Romans
1s camed oh thro’ the king lom of “popery yntil it is destroyed.-

3évident that this vxsaon ‘comprenends the 2300 yéars, be-'
gmnmo in the reign-of the Medes & Persians; and extending

to the downfal! of Popcry. ~ We find that Daniel | prayed and
confess d the sins of his nation, at the closc of his prayer
Gabnie! was sent ‘again, evxden‘ly, to exnlain the vision more

paruculaly, and underthese circumstainces wa have the state-

ment of the 70 weeks: (Chap. ix.) It-must therefore’appear
that this éecond explanauon, 1s an eﬂ:p anation of the same

vision whith contains thie 2300 years, and where can we place |

these 490 years, but at the begumma of the vision. -

2, These 490 years, as we heve already setn, closes thres
‘years and an half after the day of Pentecost ; so that they
amust bégin 453 years before Chuist, and must begin in the

reixya of the Perstans over Babylon, and must comprehend

the reign of the Persians froimn the tims of the going forth of
‘the decrece to rebulld Jerusalam. lhcy must of course com-

prelend the time of the Grecian mnpwe which cami next to’

the Persians, and also a considerable part of the Ro»*mn em-
pire, which was in its glory in thetime ofour Saviour, Bus

F»
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‘§tis plain that the 25300 vears also must begin at the” saine
time, amd extend througzh all those emprree, to the close of
the empire of Popery ) because the state of thnse verv king-
‘doms are explained by the Augel under this very vision, the
duration of which was proclaimed tobe 3309 days, so that the
“very design of the 70 wegks, was evidently to designate that |
+ first part of the vision, which" wouldlast until" the callmg Gf
‘the Gentiles.
3. It evxdendy appears from thefloee of the Angei’s e’c-‘
”planatlon of the 70 weeks, (Chap ixy 27,) that the account
was to g0 oty % 70 the consummation, and that determined shail
86 e froured but ufion the' desolatc, » ‘which evidently means
“unto the cleansmg of thé sanctuary, viz ' the end.of the 2300
- yewss, which makes it clear; tTnat the 70 weeks was the'be--
_gummg of the'vision.

Here then is the ‘grand clue on Whlcb the whole calculalmn
is founded, 1. The whole vision from first to last contains
- 3300 years. “But it is lmpasmble by the most accurate dates
~we have in history, to find:the begmmag of those yeirs. 2.
We'can find. exactly -where: the'70 ‘weéks ended, and \len we
‘can calculate exactly either backweirdor forward, and xo from -
‘& middle peint we canascertain with mathematical exactness
‘) both the begmn* ng and the ‘end, and can ﬁnd precg,seﬂy both
‘the rise and all of the Pope. We wﬂ! ‘noW- pa‘oceed to mlz'

| 'ehlculauons. : !

TABLE i e yea"x.
"~ getre.| Popery, ¥ 130
 Daniel’s 70 weeks‘, 490 | And you have the rise of |
~ Which overruns the vul- the Pe%e o se
gar ®erd, - - 371 ABLE 4 -
Which take fromy490and - From the first of the
* there remain” 453 | vision to'the. bmh of |
TA;BLE 2. * Christ,s e 453
T'he ¢ time of the vision,: 2360 From thenic: e to the rise
. Substract from it 453.]* ofthe Pope; 537
. And you have the end 1847 From thence - to- the
~ "TABLE 3.. , Pope’s downfall,. 1260°
The end of the vision; 1847 3 ‘The whole added toge-
Substract’ the reign of | ther, make - 2300

TFrom’the ebove tables you see, that from the going forth
of the decree to rebuild the city and walls of Jerusalem to the
birth of Christ; were 453 years, from that to the calling of the
‘Gentiles were 37 years, which closed the 70 weeks,-.or 490
years. From the birth of Christto the rise of the man of Sin
" Were 587 years, wiad from thence to his fall are te be 1260,

- -
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" wehich brings the overthrow of Rome to the year of ocur Lord
1847, N. B. This is acecording. to the Scripturc dote, which
_Is one year later than the vulgar @va, and consequently will
“throw the vulgar date of the downfall of Popery to the year of

,our Lord 1848, or at least to the close of the year 1847 ; for
perhapsihe whole difference js the close of onc year an d the
" Reghining of the other, as I have already hinted.

My reader is hot to accuse me of arrogance in the above

.calculation ; or to think it a wieve verture of a vuin, or a pro-
ducuve iinagination, nor vet the sallies of mere wit, and bold
‘conjecture. TLethifn ('alculatc fairly, from the soliddata which
Damcl and the Evaungelists give, as [ ‘have done; and let him
‘not lcosely conc}ude that these things‘cannot. be known, be-
Cause hundreds of great and good men have oyerlooked the
acuoun Let him think of Christopher (,olumbus egg - ale
though none of the gentlemen around the . table could make
-3t stand on its end, til-Christopher gave it a tap on the table,
and shewed therh how, and- ther they could all do it easily.
“We should net rashly cenclude that the - Bible has given us
‘such frécuent statement S fornothing. .Altho’ l)amel was di-
veected.to - Go his wayy”.and to rest, &c. {Dan. xiiy 13,) yet
whenever.the 70 weels -were out, :the cbhurch had a clue by
which they coyld'have, longago, calcylated with perfect pre--
cision, both the rise, and fall, of the.anian ot Sin, and the’ onlyi
reason why divines have Leen so bewildered on. this subject,
‘is because they have tetally, overlooked Danicl? - 70th week,
so accurately stated, and cansequeitly had ndinumbf.r to dx«-
‘rect thei. calcuiations.

‘But thisstutergent rests on the correct account of the: Bible,
only making allewauce for the inaccuracy of the Christian.zera,
and, consequently must be rejicd upon as authenticated by
Dameh aud we must expect that, long looked for catastr ophe,
‘to take place at this very given time, accoxdmg to prophecy,
' 36 or 37 years from tms date.

-—-—ﬁ&-’-—.

SECTION II.

This calculation compared with St. Paul and Sy. Sohn.

, After we had mude the above calculation, we compared it
with the account of St. ¥zul and St. Jobr , and we found, that
according to the circumstanices of the times, and of the state

1 of the Roman ux.pne described by them, Antichrist was to

rise in the very period which embrace J tiis account of Daniel,

snd that the ¢xact date of Dunicl designated the sgyenth form

l
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~of the Reman goverrment, when the sixth head was morialiy
v ounded; and the empire divided into ten (or several) km3~
doms. To evince this, let us attend to those prophecies.

St Paul suys, 2 Thess! iiy 7;.8. ¢ He whe letteth, will let,
¢ until he be taken out of the way And then shall that wicked
“ e revealed.”  Both Paul and John spoke-in dark language,
which is not only peculiar to the prophetic style, but was also
pocuham) necessary. consideving the circumstancesand tinies
in which the Apost]es lived. bod, in his goodness to the
church, directed them to speak in covert language, that the.
‘persecuting power of Rome . might net.be -exasperated to:
greater rigor in persecuting the church, -for -predicting the
downfull of the gloty of the Roman Empire. -So that Paul .
said, « He that letteth, will let, until ze be takenont of t!s,e wqy'.”
-Meaning, that the Empxre ef Rome bindereth the man-ofsin
to rise. and will hinder, until it fall ; then, whern tlie imperial
goverhment is taken-from the Romans, the Pope will appear,’
and sct yp his blasphemous government-aver the church.

Tt is,. therefore, evident that the-Man -of. i was lo arise
out of the chaurch, and not out of the civil.department, which
- was a /et to that wickcd one, and itisalio evideut-that he was |
0 crise’ at the time when- Rome sweuld lose-ber government,
and become a tr Lbutary province to some other power, - -,

‘This-fixes , the rise of the'Pope in the periad-which coms
prehonds the precise date of Danie), as we will see presently.

- St. John giyes-a me > copious accounty 3s we will see on
o1 gu*r*' ‘Rev. xiity 1, “ [ saw a beast rise. upnutﬂfthe sea,
<t having seven heads and ten horns.”  1.- A venomous, ra-
venous led beast. 2, Rising out of the sea. The sca means,
the commotions of people, revolutions of empires,: -and the un-
settled state of government, 3. T'he seven-heads, mean
not enly the seven thills on which Rome was:built, but also
the seven different farmsof governmuent of Rowme, viz. Kings,
Consuls, Dictators, Pecemvxrs, DMhilitary Tribunes, Emnemr
and a state of depenterveoanthe-axarch of ‘hxexma,thc vice-
roy of the Emperor of Constantinople. 4. Y'hix tenhorns, are
se'veral kingdoms inte which the Ewnpire was to be divided,
as Italy, Spain, Portugal, England, France, Germany,.&c.

V.3, ¢ And 1 saw one of his heads, as it were, wounded to
@ death; and his deadly wound was heaied” 1. This head
was the smth form of the Reman government, viz. the go-

vernmert by -Emperors, which-was wounded. fivst, in the con-
quest of the Goths. and finally.expired when the Gothic king-
don: wos mcﬂumed bv the Pmperm of the Fast, and Rome
was recuced to a tubumx} province of Kavevna. 2. This
wounted head begum to be heuled, when in thjs seventh form
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-of gavernment, the Bishop of ‘Rome rose to the dignity of
-universal-Bishep, and was perfectly restored to health, when
‘he'bucame a temporal prince, and the seat of gonrnment
<wag restored to the city of Rome.,
_ “This fixes. the pise of the Pope, exacdg, where Paul fixed
T ‘-z;it, viz.. when the Roman ; power (he that: letteth ) was taken -
~ .out.of the way ; and this period per fectly coincides with Da-
. niek a8 we will see in-the next section. :
. 'Ver. 11.%'And I beheld anothér beast coming up out of' the
“ earth, and he hed two horns like a lamb, and he spoke as a
LS Dragon. * . This beast.rose out’ of the earth, meax.mg, _
that e is of ‘an eaﬂfﬂy nature; and that le was to rise, like
_ a plant aut of the sei; gradaally, by proper cultivatioh. This
~heast consequenﬁy means the dt,,mﬁed state, hierarchy, and
- the secilar powervof popery, which rose gradually higher and
,htgher, by art and polic <P a5 the Pope increased in autherity,
- and wickedness. - This is farther evident, 2dly, by his hamrg
4wo horns, "This means the double power of the Pope, when
Ye rose 80 high as to become atemporal prince, and wore two
~ swdids, emblematical. ef his temporal, aitd spiritual authority.
- ‘This catre to buss when-king Pepin of France made a dona-
tion-of¥he Bkatchate of Ravenna, and. dleo Pcntapohs, and
sbme other plices, to the/Bishop of Rome, ds the patrimoony
" of St. Peter; and consequently the Pope being now exalted teo
" _L.tf;mporal auwthority, and fixing his scat of- government ca the:
seven hills; Rome became again the imperial seat, both in a
civil and eccleswsm: sense. Thus.the littlerhorn, as Daniel
says,{Dan. vii, 8, 24.) subdued three horns, or kingdoms,
Iraly, Ravenna, and Pemapohs, which ever -afterwards were
cluimed 286t Peter’s patrimony, and. belonged to hissucces-
sor in the Reman See, or papal chair. 3. Altho’ this beast
- had two-horns as a lamb, vet he spoke as a Dragon. That is,
- aitho’ the Pope pretended to hold kis power, " both as head of
~ the'churehy and as tempmal prince, as the vicarof CLrist, the
Jamb of God, and as the successor of St. Peter, and consequent-
ly under. the-covert of a church .officer, baving the keys of
-Christ’s k;ngﬂom ; yet his govemment, both tem gral and
spmmal, wa$) in the spirit of it, dictated by Satan, the god
.of this warid, and modeled a&u' the anc1em ldolatry of Rome,
the old Dragon s
This: accouny of the popxsh authority, under Oiis ﬁmure,
damc the tise of the Pope in the very same period as befme,
becruse the beast ricing out of the tea, which is evidently the
Pone, rose before this one, and is called (ver. 12,) ‘the first
| »bcas, and the aewﬁd beast cgubcd the earth to worship the

P
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first beast. But the serond beast did net-make bis appearance
until the year 755, whzn the Pepe put on his two | wns, viz.
his tempnral, as well as spiritual power; the first be stwhich
is the Pope, h'xd, consequently,. risen before this date, a%d had
by this time risen to a considerable height of power. But be-
twixt the year 755 and 566 was the time of- ‘he mortal wound
of the sixth head, and was the seventh form, in which ¢ he
“ that letteth®’ was taken out of the way. 5o the‘accoum stiil
¥uns to the same period as before. o
~ Again. In Rev. xvii, we have another vision.of the Fope,
seen by St. John, under the figure of a woman arrayed in scar-
let, sitting upon a scarlet coloured beast, having (as before)
seven heads, and ten horns. This woman is the same as the
second beast, which he saw before, rising out ef the earth,
v»hlch 1s the hierarchy, the establishment, or regal state of
the Pope. The Pope and his ministers used to dress in scer-
let and purple ; the Pepe’s Cardinals, or high officers, used to
ride on horses decked, and covered with scarlet, wearmg a
double sword, emblematical of the double authority, civil and
ecclesxasnc, with which the Pope was vested. Red, is not on-
ly a signum of royalty, but also a prophetic emblem of tyrun~
ny, crueity, and bloody persecution.

TlLerefore St. John in this vision had a view ef the Pope in
all bis dignity, in {ull form. The Angel explained the vision
in the following manner : : .

Ver. 8. ¢ The beast that tliou sawest, wras, and is not,
¢ and shall ascend out of the botton'oss pit.””  This is a ge~
neral view of Rome from first to list. Rume was once an im-
perial city, shall lose her sovereignty, and reguin it again, by
the diabolical wickedness of her bishops, and shall finally Le
destroyed, as old Rome was. Thus it is suiu ot the beast that
he was, and was noty and yet is. 1 his again fixes the rise of
the Pope at the time when Rome was not, aﬂd comes to life,
&s 1t were, in the rise of Antichrist,

Ver. 9. « Here is the mind that-hath wisdom.” That is,
This is the proper explanation, and he who is wise willnotice
ity and take warning, ¢ The seven licads are seven meoun-
“ tains on which the womun sitteth.”  llcre the seat of (ke

- I'ope is designated to be the city . Rome, buiit on seven hills.

Ver. 10. % And there are seven kings.””  These are the
seven forms of government whiclh 1 bave mentioned already.
¢ Five ure fallen and one is.” In the time of the visicn Rome

as governed by Eimnperers, and conseguently, was then in
her sixth form, viz. the Imperial.  The five first were fullen,
iz, the governnent b~ hwgs Consals, Dictators, Decemvirs
~nd Military tribunes with cotsuar o the ity, us Taciius and
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Livy relate, whn lived, and wrote their histories ef Rom<, net
far from the thine of this vision. These two Roman historians
agree, in their account of these six forms of government with
the Apostle. But St. John goes on in his prophecy and says,
“ The other isnot yet come.” The other form is yet in fu-
ture.  And, says he, ¢ When it cometh it must continue a
¢ ghort space.” This seventh form, therefore, must be the
¢ime when the Pope will rise, as we find in ver. 11, ¢ And
¢ the beast which was, andisnot,and yetis, {ver. 8,) even he is
¥ the cichth.” Thisis the pepish form, and is the last, because
Lie ¢ Goeth into perdition.” Thusit is evident that the Pope
must tise in the scventh form which comes after the imperial
form, and this fixes the rise of the Pope, again, in the very
same peiiod. | '

Thus we clearly see that St. Pauland St. John, both fix the
rise of Antichrist in the period when Rome lost ber imperial
szathortiy, which we will find by history, comes.to the veary
dute of Darnlel, according to the -calculation in the tables.

it e % et

~ SECTION IIL
These prephecies fulfilled according to-the account of
Roinan, and Ecclestastical history.

We now proceced, in the third place, to show facts stated by
correct history, pointing out with clearness, the fulfilment of
these prophecies of St. Paul and St. John, and dating the rise
of }‘\ntxchrist ahout the very time given by Daniel, |

Constantine the great came to the throne as sole Emperor
of Rome, in the year of our Lord 323.  Rut he was stiil a let
o Antichrist.  For ajtho’ he, in a measure, put an end to the
heathen idolatry, yet he did not change the sixth form of go-
vernment, It is true, he put down the pagan officers of
government, and washimself a Christian Emperor, yet he did
not alter the imperial form.  Constantine enjoyed profound
peace 1n his empire, and the church of Christ had a time of
resty and glory for fifteen years.  This Christian Emperor,
(\'vl.xo was the first Christian who ever had been vested with
- civil authority) had the prospect of establishing a long reien
of happiness in ile succession of his family.  But. alas, ?c
was no sooner removed from a temporal, to an eternal crown,
than Lis three unhappy sons, Constar:tine 11. Constantius, and..
Constans, began to grasp at superiority, and even to attempt
the ruin of one another ; and 11 27 vears, Constantine had not
u child o 1nherit bis throne.  Afler this, the barbarous na-
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tichs of almosu every name and place, broke in upon the em-
pire, and Rome n her vast extent of country and pride of
power, was in a continual flame of war for 130 years, from
the death of Constantine the great untill Augustulus, the last
Emperor, was cxpelted'from the imperial throne, in the year
476, This was & terrible time for the church, and no nme
for the Pope 10 make his appearance. -
- Odoacer, who is celled the King of the Heruli, who- co-l-
Jected an army from various partsof Germany, had the honer
(if it was an honor) to-put an end to the Empcrors of Rome,
Having conguered Augustulus, he prochlmed himself king
of Italy. But he did vot leng enjoy the fruits of his v1ctc“y,
fot Tnmdonc, king of the Goths overcame lnm, and slew him.
Thas ihe Gothic kingdom wassettled in Italy in the year 493,
which continued upwards of 70 years. Biit although the Em-
‘perors were removed, and a kingly govermmment took - place,
yet this could not be said to be a new form of governmeit;
‘hecause the Roman Senate, and magistrates, were stil} con-
inued, and they were govemed according to thetr old form,
only with a king, mstcad of an emperor, presiding overdheir
counctl, . It must fu-ther be noticed, that even g kingly go--
vernment coauld not be a new form, because they were at first
m crncd by kings, and it would only be the renewing of their
first iovrn, and ret ints oducing a new one. o thut the Gethic
forin gculd not be the seventh, out of which the Pope was to-
rise.- ‘Therefore we must wait another revolqnmx before we-
luok for the Pope.

- But the Emperor ef (‘onstantmople, who was mlled the
Yastern Emperor, by a long series of wars and revolutions
overturned the Gothic kingdom in laly. Rome suffered vast
calamitics of war, famine, and desolation.  The city was be-
“sieged and taken, back, and forward, five tisresin the course
of twenty years. Atleng h shs was tdken by the ~astern Em-
perory and reduced to a petty dukedom, and made subject to
ithe laws, and authority of the exarch of Ravenna, and became
tributary to Longinus, the viceroy of the Empercr of Constans
tibople. This was done in the year 566.

‘T'his is the time predicted by St. Paul, and St. John ; and
now we may begin to léok for Ais holiness. This isthe wmmd-
ed head, and the seventh form of rovernment, which Rome
had never expcncnged Lefore. She who had been Mistress
of the world, Is now a pcor tributary province, subject to the
exarchuate of Ravenna, under the power of the Greek Lnmipe-
ror, having neither Magistrate, Senate, or Jaws of her own.—
In this state Rome continued for 189 years, belory the.deadly.
wound, in a civil sense, washealed;, and none but the Bishop of
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Rome, according to the prophecy, cculd heal this mortal
‘wound,

But the date accordmg to Danicl, we must remember, is
fixed tothe year 587, which is the 87th of this sixth century.
‘The Bishop of'Rome was now left alonc, neither king, nor

emperor, mwhev senate, nor magistrate, to stand in his way,
‘He that letteth is now removed, and the lordly successor of
St, Peter, isin the peaceable possession of the seven hill’d
city, and nothing is wanting tc fulfil the prophecics, but for
him to put on the purple, asbecame the 0ccupcmt of } lmpeuoua-
Rome. Accordmg!y we find his boliness not 1nattentive to
his ad vantage ! The mystery of unqmty begins to work -hard,
and successfully ; and the very circumstances of the times.
-seem:tourge on the fatal crisis.

Constantinople now being the seat of the em plrc, and Rom 3
hut a petty Dukedom undcr her control, this circumstance
added dignity to the Capital, and induced the Bishop of Con-
stantinople to contend with the Bishop of Rome for supemov
ity.. ‘I'he proud spirit of the Roman Bishop could not brook
the thought of bowing to a superior ; and hence the right of
supremacy became a constant bone of contention betwixt the
two Bishops, while the lesser Bishops of Antiach, Jcrusamm,
A]exandma, &c. had to make f‘ur weather the best way they

cpuld..

At length it occurred that'the Bishop of the Fast called &
council at (,onstammop]e, independent of the Bishop of the
West, and also «iil it under the assumed am‘m..ty of univere
sn! Bishop. -~ This roused the Bishop of Rome; and caused
him to excyt every nerve to - establish himself in the chair of
’St Peter. . He therefore arrogantly assumed to himself the
title of zmwemal Bishopy and caused the western chiurches to
#ubmit to him ; he also wrote letters to the Emperor, and to
the western k'mgs and bishops with whom he had any cencern,
and used all possible arts and stratagems, 1o secure to himselt”
universal obedience ; and has never ngen up his claim from.
that day to this. 'Lhis council set in the year 588.

Two years after this councily. Gregory the great, came to
the Roman See, with this flattering title, who was a cunning
artful man, and full of activity ; he e*cem,d himself to suppory:
his claim to the supreme power over the church, and to carry
on his plans more successfully, heinstitiited many rites, estas
blished orders, monasteriés, and temples; enriched many.
churches Ly larresses and endowments, suffered -himself to.
,he styled Jwdge in the plece of God, and Viceperens of the most

iy he Wstitaied the Canos )iiu “the Mass, pravers to.suiotg,
: a f"#..a

-l
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a8 madwtors, the festival of i Virgin Mary, antthe imoa-

culate conception othust, the saje ofrelicks, and the sacred
cil for purification’; and many other things which: be intros:
~dluced into the church, and worship of God, tonding'to- adufs’
‘terate the true rehg,wn ; symbolizing the old i vathen idola.
try, and intreducing the fupenes of pagamamunto the kmga ~
dom of Christ, -
If these thingsd do not clearly mdxcate the rise of Antichristy.
and positively testify that the fatal period is now come, forthe
true church to go in mourning, and sackeloth, I know ot
what period we can fix upon, T know 'the Lishops of Rmn:- ,
and of Constantinople, for some time before this council, had
been contesting about the rights of superiority, and dttempt-'
- g to usurp dominion over the church. But the. claim of the-
Roman Bishop, from the time of this ecouncil became perma-

nent ; and altho® be had thirsted for the title of unjversal Bishof, -

bcfo"e, yet the Bxshop of Constaminopie was toa powerful a

rival for him to support his cluim. Butnew histime was come,

- and he easxly took the palm from the Bishop of the Last;and:

instead of ever losing his assuined prerogative, he has, ever

- since,, supported it and grew higher and higher in authority ;-
~znd in-cighteen years. afterwards, he was.not only acknowledg--
ed by the most ofthe western bishops and. churches,  bat he~ -
also by flattery and bribery, prevailed upon Phocas, the. Eme..
peror of Constantinople to proclaim him cecumenical Bishop, .

Ly which he claimed authority over the who'e christian world...

I know. that this council was 1ot called to try the titles ofi
the two contending bishops, neither was this question at all-
called into'view.  The design of this council wus to try a.
charge wramst the Biskop of Antmch But the matter. was,

the Bxshop of Constantinople assumed the title of universal®
Lishop, on this occasion. Which made the Bishop-of Reme:

assert hisrightinopposition tathe claim of the eastern Bishop;

vihich. ctaxm he muintained in spite ofall opposition from:this -

time; which evidently fixes the date of the universal supre

anacy of the Pope of Rome j0 the date of this couneil, which::-
sias the undeniable occasion of the Bxshop 5 arxogant clazm, |

v,lz.aah he ever afterwards maintained.
These things ure too pluinly stated in history to be demed,

?mg; they ook place precx sely in the period stated by St. Paul
‘and St. Jokn, and within ane pmphem day of the clatc of the

’ym et Daniel.
%" Wiha canrbe inattentive tothis, e"traord’xuary circumstance}’

or Gho can dany, or even dispute the correctness ‘of this Cdl'- |

- eplatic.r, when we W‘wwm’ly St. Jabn and St. Pauly describ<
ingihe wate of the Roman ngxrcg exaetly as it wasy in thig-

-
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h\if,, Yat a¥sn when the prophet Daniel with e indéx ot
ﬂu, ahg‘cl Gabriel pointed to the very time, w within' one pro-
wetic day, of the s \\um; of this very couhci ? . Tlc dite of
Bamel 13587, T'he date ofthe sitting’ ‘of this council is 588,
one yrar ouly of dlﬁet‘ence, which is'no_object in the calcula-
tion'nf so leng a time..  And I have nodoubt'but the reason of
¢his. dxﬁ‘crence, isy as I have alromly explamed, because the
Christian xra.-begins ene year tos soon,
T s truly swprmnq that this date bas not only been s pc-i
cified by Danielthe Prophet 5 but also that God has ordered
matters so, that the uuthentic records of history has been so

. kept, and handed down tous, hat we can see the finger of

“thie most correct historians exienty nearly meeting the finger
of the Pronhet, pointing to the year 587. At which memora-
Ble titme we find M. auricius,-Emperor of hie east, John the
- Faster, Bishop-of Constantinople, and Pelagius 1L Bishop
~of Rome. Wealso find Bishop John, calling a council un-
der the assumed: authotity of head of the church ; and Bi-
shop Pelagius cpposing his arrogant claiin, assuming the ti--
tle- himself, and muintaintng his dignity from that date ever”
since.  From which time, as we have already scen; the Bi-
- sHiupof Rome has worn. all the varmus marks of Anuchmst‘.
foretold by ‘the prophets. '

~ Can we, therefore, indulge a single doubt " Must we not
conclude with-the fullest certaiaty, that this was the-time of’
the rise of the Pope ! I think the whole statement mustbe
fair aad conclusives.

But Daniel has predxcted his fall as accurately as his rise.
Ile said that the end of-the vision and the cleansing of the:
sanctuary shallbe at the end of 2800 days, wbich -as I have al-
ready calculated, hands us downto the year- 1847 E which is 36
~years after the present date; (1811.) ’

From this calculation-we are st urprised to find that this alle-
importunt time,. long looked for, long prayed for, and long,
desued, ha< almost overtaken ns unawares, We have been.
ceunting for the time when the Pope becamea.temporal king
in the year 758, which. would carry us down to the year 2015,
Bat this 1s the time in which the second beast rose, and not
the Pope.  But the Pope hagd been wearing. the evident
marks ot Antichrist for many years before this dats..

Such is my confidence in the truth of the word of God, and
such ismy conviction :rom Danel’s account, that I hesitate-
not, to say that the doiwnfall of popery, and the dawn- of the
chhrch s glory will take place 36 years after the present date.
"The church will be surprised. with the awlul appearance-of

hcr mei wita the ci-play ol tig Bery WiIua.Qu aguisd
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his cncroles, and the beatific smiles of lus ceuhicnance uge-
on his friends, aud humble toilowers.

Here we must remember thut the Prophet Daniel adds 30
vears to this dute, for extirpating the relicks of Antichrist
after his holiness is gone to perdition. To this he adds 45
more for the calling in of the Jews, wnd for the spread of the,
gospel all over the world.  (Dan. xii. 11, 12.) Thus, after
the fatal stroke will he given, and the whore of Babyion de-
stroyed, the progress of the gospel will be gradual ; wut, no
doubt, it will be attended wiih very signal and rapid effects,

both on Jews and Gentiles.  Satan will be chained in-the bot-

tomiless pit, and consequently the unhappy effocts of his bale-
ful influence will be no more. The glorious gospel with its
light and truth will go forth conquering and to conquer. Pa-
pists, Infidcls, and Jews must all yield to its divine energy.
All churches which are radically wron,y, wiil turmable to ruin, .

‘and all such as are founded on bigoted, uncharitable princi-

ples, will be lost in shame and. disgrace. All suchas have
much combustible - intermixed. with tiuthy piety, and
charity, will be purged by fire , .and even the very best will
have some. few scraps of their venerated creeds, crossed, and.
condemned as . contrary to the true and only standard of the.
church... -, S |

In forty seven we may hofie

7% Snd the world without a Fohe ;-

When thirty more expel the evily %

We'll find the world without @ Devil ;-

Add three years more end foriy two,

We'll find the world witkoute Jew : , S

Zhe Popey and Devily known no morey,

Unti! the thousand years are o’er ;.

AndJew and Gentile now the same, .

Rejoice to weer the Christian nante 3.

- The glorious dawn of forty seven,
Wiit introduce new carth and heaven.

4

It is thought: by many very sensible Comnmentators that
the Jews will be literally restored to their own land, and ma-
ny texts of scripture literally speak of it.  8But I think not.
1t iswot my design to argue this point, it wonld be wo great
a digressionfrom-my present attempt. I will only ald a few.
reasons out of many. | ;

. Many prophecies as specifically expressed as any about
the Jews, have had ouly a mystical, and not a literal fulfi-
ment ; xbr:inswnce,' Clist sitting on. the throne oi David.
Lhe Geatdies flocking to Jorusalem, and de¢manding room g
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dwell there,  Johm the baplist coming in the place ofﬂx;ah

‘The Christian church oficring burnt offerings and sacrifices
on the altar. Christ’s bpll‘itlldl presence with the chut‘ch,
and many others,

2. Ifthe Jews were brought b'xc.< to their own land, ‘and
would dwell together as a- separate people, how could the .
Jews and Gentiies be unitedl together as one body, whatmark
of distinction would there be ! Therg could be none in reli-
gion ; for 4l will be one in Christ ; the ordinances, worshxp,
—-and church mcmoerslup, and all advantages and pnv ileges
would be the same. Ceon isequentlyy ™ -

3. All the differcuce by way of distinction must be in a ci«
vil or political sense. 1 have no notien that the prophecies .
rélate to the civil polity of the Jews, but to the blessings of
relizgion. But in religion they cannot excel any others, be-
. eause the gospel promises the same blessmgs to all behevers,
~and there is neither Jéw nor Gréek circumcision, or uncir-
cumcision, Barbarian, Scythn'}. bond or'frce, butvall ate
~one in Christ. Butif the preeminence be in the civil state of
the Jewish. nation, if the advantage be ofr ‘their sxde, then
..hey must hiave bétter land; a- bette government, better
ngs or gevernors than other naticws, whicl: is neither pro-
bab!e or even passmlc without & miracle. o ,

. I the promises are literally” true, their king mustbe g

- htera’ descendant of king David. - But what will they do for

the literal kmgdom of Christ, who isthe very son of- David
which the promzses a.l?ude to, and Christ never pr ofessed to
be a civil ruler,

Upon.tbe whole, I can sec no possmlc advantage arisidg
fromalite ral fulﬁxment, but rather the contrary. But ifGod -
is pleased to bring thém back, I have no objection.” Their
Jand is now no object with any, except some p'u‘tul spot of
it to some ofthe Tur ks, who inhabit those parts,”

I would rather” conclude that the prémise would be more
gloriously fulfilled, in the same mdnner as “similar promiscs
~relative to'the Gentiles have beeny and are” fulfilling every
dav Ina Sp vitual senée. even hv hwnmng' them mto thC
church, and making .nem. par takers of the spiritual blessings
‘of the gospel.

But however these things may be, obz thing is certain,
* Blessed is he who waitcth and cometh to the 1335 da ys,’’
(Dan xiiy 12,) because he will'then Ueholl the Mnllenmum
in its full glory, which wijl be in thc,)eal 1922, Buthe who

lives until the'year 1847, which is enly 36 years from this
date will sce thedownfall of Antich nat, the dreas, rulcat'\strophy
¢ Rome, and the intreduction of the glory of the kingdom
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of Christ.  Let the church rejoice at the near approach-of
the awful scene 3 butlet.her mix teemlits 1 with hc" joy, for
before these days, will be days of sore pms"cutm. . trounble
and sorrow ; ¢ But he that endureth to the end, the came

¢¢ shall be saved »

w@h—-—

- SECTION 1V,
Dates of Mahomet, and the Popes.

Having stated my calctlation, and explained the grounds
| Wh:ch I have taken, I willnow, for the gratificaiion ofthe
¢urious reader, give ashort chrohological account of the Pope
of Rome until he became a temporal prince ; and as Maho~
met was cotemporary with popery, 1 will also mention his
use, and give a short sketch of his progress.

Pelagius H. was the first who assuingd to himself the: title
Qf wcumenical or universal Bistiopy in opposition to Bishop’
John of Constantinople, in‘the year of Lord 587. According
‘to the Christxan xra.588, Gregory the great came to the pa-~

.+ pal chalr two'years” afterwat‘d"s, in the year 590. He was

succeeded by Sabinianus in 6035, oabmxanus was succeeded
By Bomfag:e I A, D. 608. In thisyear Boniface prevail-
~€d-upen Phocas, the emperor of Cohstantinople, to’proclaim
. Biox umvers‘al Bishofi.  This d}gmty he sbtamed’ by ﬁaﬁery,
and‘a't&rge reward, and by this decree of the Emperor, his
;premgmve was confirmed ns head of the church uhiversal.

Many have conjectured this to-be the time of the rise of -

the' Pope. But this would ke nineteen years later than the
~date-of Daniel. Neither is it reasonable to conclude this to
be the true date of the rise of popery, because this declara~
_tion of the Emperor was only an acknowledgment cf a title
which the Pope had worn for eighteen or nineteen years, an
? ving-his sanction to what was claimed before ; and there-
- fore could not be the rise of popery, but only a cenfirmation.
I think it nothing but fair to give the Pope his 6wn date, when
he himself claimed the prerogative, and from whxch time
‘he has ever maintained it.

In this same year, (606) Mahomet began to conceive his
dlabolical imposture. In 608 he began to divulge it. In 622
he had to fly for his life from the city Mecca, in Arabia, to
Medina, at which time he fixed bis ®ra, which is called the

» Hegxm. Irom this time and place he began his cxcursmns,
in which he estab'ished both his religion, and his empire ;
- He died in the year 632 and in the 61st year of his ape. He
was succecded by Abubeker. After him Omar, and afier

T
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‘him Gthman, who died in the year 655. Thus in 33 years
they conquered the extensive country of Arabia, Lgypt, and
otherparts of Aftica, Syria, Persia & Jerusalem;and pr opagat-
ed their religion wherever they went. Ancd at the death of
Othman their ravages in a great measure ceased, at least for
a-time, .jn consequence of their quarrelling among them-
selves,

-But Walid united the Saracen, or Mahometan power,in-
vaded the west cf Europe, and threatened destruction where-
ever they went. They passed into Spain in the year 713,
end in foyr years they were muaster of the whole country.
From thence they crossed the Pyrenees into France wnh
an army of 400,000 ;men, wemen and children, and began to
-ravage the country. ‘But Chavles Martel, met them with a
French army, and gave them battle. A .most obstinate fight
.¢nsued, in which the Saracens were completely defeated, and
their general, and 370,000 of their army lay dead on the
field. This battle was fought :in.the year I 734. Bu to re-
turn to the Pope of Rome.

- *We have already statcd.that Pope Boniface ITI. was de-
«clared universal Bishop by the Emperor.of the East in the
-yedr 606. Tn the mtermedxate space between 606 and 755,
there were twenty five’ successions of Popes, .when we find
Stephen 11. on the chair of St. Peter. Rome had been for
183 yearsambutary to Revenna, and consequently in a very
rab_;ect state, and the Pope had been rising higher and higher
in his ecclesiastical authority over the church, esnccially
the churches in the west of Europe. Pepin cf France had, by

.the permissign cf the Pope, - dethroned Childeric Il and

usurped the throne in the year 751, Afterwards the Lom-
‘bards under Aistulphus, €acir king invaded, and conquered

‘Ravenna, in the year 752 5 and as Rome had been a depen-

Yencyofthe Exarchate of Ravenna, he demanded the tributary

~as a part of his uanquem, andl consequently marched an.army

against the papel City. Thiz brought Rome to a very low
state indeed. However the Pone remembering that he had
obliged Pepin, wentto I'rance and requested him to come
to his assistance againet the Lomburds. King Pepin, sen-
sibie of bis obligation 1o the Pupe, marched a powerful army
into ITtaly and defeayed \mmIphus, and took Ravenna, Pene
.ta,)ohs ‘md several other cities and territories from him, and
cave them to the Pope, as the patrimeny of St. Peter. This
wos done in the year 755, ard afterwards this grant wus cop-
firned by Charles the great, son and successor of Pepin.
Thus the Pepe became a temporal prince, as weil as a spiris
Au..xl father over the church universal,
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T!us is the date mostly fixed upon for the vise of the Pape’
Bt this could never be reconciled either to Daniel’s account,
~or to facts ; for it would be 163 ycars after the date of Da-
mel, and’ it Weulu be many vears afier the Bxshop of Rome
‘had on him a number of the. flagrant marks of popery, and
had been evidently lording it over (o d’s heritage, and con-
‘sequently cannot be the true date. .So.that froln every con-
sideration it uppears evident that the Pope made -his appear-
ance in the year of our Lord 587 (ard will go ! mfo perdition in,
the year 1847, as wehave demonsrated.

SECTION V.
The 'f'qformaz‘z'on undey the fifth Vial.

"The only way in *which we can asceiiain the {ulfilmentof
prophecy. is to notice what kmd of ¢veptsthe prophecy des-
cribes, and then te point cut events M.'cn answer the pro-
phetic description. - The downfzil ol Antichrist is.now se
near at hund, thatitistime Jor usto notice the signs of its
approach. I wiil therefure tiirn my reader’s attention to the
process of divine p,mu‘wnce relative to his church, since the
" happy time of the reformation ; and I think we will ev1dx.udy

see that God is fulfilling bis predictions apace, anil we seem
to take no notice of it. We ougut tobe pr cpazed forthe come .

+o{ the Lord ; and we ouzz? t alse to remeniber that one
pecml design of prophecy, is to warn, and notify the church,
of what is approachit.y, thai she may escape danger; or that
her faith may be mc'wthcned. and her hope, and | jov increass
‘ed, inthe prospect of iu&ure glory. Had the christian church
taken no notice of Christ’s prophecy ef .the destwuction of
Jexusalem, but waited for the fulfilment, thousands of chris-
tiuns would have-heen destroyed ; whereas by noticing the
sxgﬂ, and fleeing o the mountains, ‘they every one escaped.
I have but little deubty but the two witnesses preserved the
principles of true religion thro’ all the dark times.of popery,
from the very first, by noticing the scripture signs of the map
of sin. Jerome, who lived but a little befere the rise of An-
txcnmst, who was an excellent exposuor of scripture ; observe

ing the fall of the Romian empire, exclaimed, * Qui tenebat, .

“demedio sit; et non ;nt(,lhq-amus antichristuin appropin-
& uare 1 ¢ XJe who letteth, is taken out of the way ; and
% do we not understand that Antichrist is approaching ”” No
doubt Konie will be suddenly destroyed with a trcmendous
and signal cve rthrow, and 1i)chvm;aus do not take care, aud

kcep at a proper distance from hey, they will feel the dirciul

;-
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effects of stupid inattention to propletic wrininge.  Re
¢ member-Lot’s wife” was cur Saviour's covtion ; and we
have as much necd of a caution now as ever tle church had;
for the most uwful catastrophy is soon to take place in Lmoy"
‘that ever the world experienced.  Therefore (Kev. saiiiy 4,)
avoice cried frem hecaven suying, ¢ Ceme <ot of her, my
“ people, that ye be not panakexsofhersms, rd that yc re-
¢ ceive not of her plagues. For her plagues shall come in
¢ one day, (ver. 8,) Deuth & rr‘ou"nmg' & famine, and she
¢ shall be utterly burnt with fire.”

I'hercfore let ot ihose bLe branded with tfmmty end fore-
sumfition who honestly try, by haid study and laborious cun-
quiry, end solemin prayer to God for direction, to know tie
times that God has revealed, wnd to mark the sppearance of
his providence in the world, and solemnly warn the church !
Ler danger. i the calculutions 1 have made from Daniel’s
prophecy be correct,’and if 1 (by divine assistance)) have givea
the true meaning of the I'rophet ; 96 years will burn Yeme
with fire, and all Europe will smoke and tremble under the
foutsteps of God Ahmighty.

Christians take care ; ccme not nigh the whore of Babvlon;
her utter destruction is at hand, and every car that hears it sheull

tingle, and cvery eye that will see it will tremble with asto-
nigament. \WWhen we think of the downtill of Antichei.t &the
approach of the ‘Millennium we feel glad, and so we o h for
the church’ssalic; welong tolive, thut we may see the church
in her elory. All these feelings ure natural to those who love
Christ and his cause ; and a glorious revolution it will be for
the chu.ch. But we ought to remember, that alhto’ the dewn-
{1} of the Pope, is indeced a matter of triumph both to saints
& angels, and will remarkably redound to the glory of Christ
and his ﬂ-espel kingdom ; vet, ¢ Whe shall abicethe doy of kis
“ coming, forit shail burn like an oven.” The prophet Dam(l
says, ¥ Blessed is he who waiteth und cometh to the thousand
o three hundred and five and thirty days.” Because then wilj
be joy and peace. But we mizy rest assured, the commence-
ment will be dreadful beyond desuxptmn, and whoever lives
to see it, especially if he lives in Furopey will wish he were
dead. The cestruction of the temple, and Jerusalem, wus a
type. and an emblem of the destruction of Rome, whicth, al.
the’ it was matter of great joy to the church, yctin the iime
of it, it was a day of tmspeakdme di~tress. Chirstans escaped
death, 1t Is true, by kecpmn at a distance, but they were fur
from escaping trouble.  Tliey had to leave their houes, and-
nut even take timc, to go in, and take their clothies, they had

: C
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to fly to the desert mountains with their'wives and their chil.
dren, and to scutter among the surrounding nationsas pilgrimas,
until the storm was over, Hence Christ directed them to pray
that their flight might not be in the winter, or un thie subbath;
and promised that the days of distress should be shoriencd,~—

't'his scene ‘is to be all acted over again at Rome, 36 ycars
after this; and woe to them who are with.child, and.then who
give suck in those days.

It appears cwdent, to me, that the fifth Vial wos poured
out at the commencement of the reformation from pupery,
and centinued thro’ the time of the revolution of Irance, un=
il a very fcw years ago.  T'o evince this verydmpeitant ful-
filment of prophecy, we will compzse the prophetic account
with the memorable occurances of tlmcn times, -

Rev. xvi, 10. ¢ And the fifth. Angel poured out hi- Visl
% upon the seat of the beast ; -and his kingdom was full of
“ durkness, and they gnawed their tongues for pain, and blas-
¢ phemed tl ¢ God of heaven,-because. of their pains.und their
&« sores, and rcpented not of their.deeds.” |

Theevident meaning of this prophecy is, that the jydgments
of God under this Vidl was.to affect the power: of poper), angd
vetrench the authorivy of the. Pope, both in bis civil and ecclee
siastical Lovemmem, and that ienorance and confusion w. ould
coenfound the couneils of th enapal kmgdom, and that the Pope
and his adherents would.be filled with torture and Lh'amin,
under the ioss of his dominjons and "u:.hom), yet sill persist
in their wickedness and lmpemtcnce. .

- Llvery cne must see.that these circumstanceshave all taken
pluce in a very ,mqul,u' manner, from the time of the refor-
mation, as may be evinced by a view of the pamw]‘ua.

Tle tg‘ouous reformaticn began in the sizteenth century,
in the year 1519, Popery was Lhen in its z¢nith, and Pope
L.eo X. was in the papal chairy regali )@; himsell with happy
prospects of trunquility and Juxury’: The Waldenses and.Al-
bogenses being expelled.from the val ies of Pie c‘mom, and the
attempts of Wickliff in “nb} and, and Jehn Huss of Bolemia,
and Jaiome ol Prague, Leing all hushed, us it was thought hy
the proud Ponufl every thing scered quict, und flattering tp
the avarice ol the wicked tyrant of Keme.

Leo X.was anan of abominable neorals, and wicked enough
to do any thing in the compuss of his power., Before he was
arvenced to tie o LGOI, Je lh3 ilgca in the vilest spu ies of
debuuchery, sud when be \@k elected tothe chedr of 1. Yeter,
he was so far potie In ﬂm’;mmL vencria'i, thut bis physiciuns
proveurced that 1o could rot Jive o menth. Hed Lowever,
recovered, Fhis private sentiugnls n religion were aeistjcaul,
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Me used to s*ty, that altho’ religion was a mere farce, vet it
would answer a valuable purpose for huin-and his SUCCesSOLs.
" How shocking it is to think that such-a man should be deem.
é.] the Vicar o‘t‘Chxiqt, and the infallible head of the Redeem-
er's ngdom. T!ns is the wicked man who was in the peace-
ahle posse«swm of St. Péter's pammony, as his temporal do-
thinion, aud occupied the honor of universal Bishop over the
‘ _catho.!c church, when the reformation commenced.

Popc l.eo utidertook tn build, ot repau' St Peter’s church,
which tequirved-a’ considerab'e sum of money to answer this
- purpose as well as other mercenary vievrs, he fell upan the
execrablescheme of selling indulyences. The vast wnorancv
of the tinies, and the devotMn"'ss of the people to the will of
the Pope, made it at all probable that such a glaring imposi-
tion could succeed The form of these mdu!*encws was as
follows s 2
% May the’ Lord Jesus Christ ‘have mercy upon thee, an:l
% ghsolve thee by the merits of his most holy passion.  And
% I hy his authority,” that of the blessed apostles Peter an:l
. Pdul, and of the most holy Pom, granted and committedto
~"1‘Z‘-.'mt 1y the pavts, do a‘nolve t! e, first fm-n ail ecc?esxaw
@ tical cenduresy inwhateter manner they may have been in-
“ﬁcurred then' frem all thy sins; tinséressins & excesses
"how erorntous soever they mav be ; evenfrom‘such as ara
® restrved-for the cognizance of the holv Seey as far 235 the
# keys of the holy church extend. I remit to vou all punish-
® ment which 'you deserve in purqator; , on'their account; and
“ 1 restore yot to'the holy sacraments of t! the church, to the
“ unity of the faithful, and to'that innocence and purity whic’
 you possessed at baptism ; so'that when }ou die, the gat
“ of punisliment shall be shut, and the gates of the naradise
¢ deirght shali be openedi:  And if you shall not <die ot pre
& sent, this grace shall remain in full force when 7ou are a:
“ the point ofclcath In-the name of the Fathier, und of 1!143:
# Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”

These indulgences were committed to certain oficers, ¢~
- preachers, who carried them all over the popish chure hes, and
sold them at an average price of twelve pence a piece. A
number of them were bro't to Germany, by one John Tetze!,
who in a most c:;tmvw;'mt manner extolled their virtne; with
incomparable ignovance and zeal.

Murtin Luther, a2 monk of tlis Aurustin order, struck with
the glaring absurdity of such a horrid imposition, opposed
~Tetze! with all his eloguence, and with great success. Ihc
‘people were c"mly convinced, by the gnod sense and o -

b

monts of Luther, of the imposition of Tetze!, and gid: 1
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thd Saxon reformer, ugainst the extravagant folly of popery;

and many of the German princes yielded to the force of fruth,

sceonded the cause of the reformation. -~ . |
Thus the glorious reformation began' in Saxony in Germa-

» and many men of profound learning and penetrating genius,

ny, in sn unexpected manner, and Uiy a poor friar, who at first”

with his single arm opposed the overgrown power of the Pope

of Rome, and ata time too when the powztaf the Pope was

so great, that he sat his foot upen: the neck of kings and em-
perors at his pleasure. But the fifth Vial was now poured out,

and his throne was to be shaken. The power was Ged’s, and -

the instrument was Luther.  But attho' Luther was the first

.

i
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. who openly opposed the arrogant claims of the Pope, vetthere

- were many eminent men who were groaning undet the papal
- yoke, and ardently wished fup a reformation iy (he"chuich ;.

snd somé were evenbefore Luther itrtireir decided disappro- -

hation of the monstrous licentiousness-of the churchyand the
arvogance of the bishops, and far excelled him in genius,
“lecrning and mental abilities. T'herefore-when<lather opened
‘the way, he. was soon joined by numbers, and literary talents.

- 'F'he principle instruments employed:by Godtobegin; and
curry on the réformation were, Luther, Calvir; Zuingle; Me-

warcthen, Cadostadt, Krox, Bueer, Brown, dnd many others,

They were'so very successful in their endeavours to propa. -
gate the truth, and in opposing the snperstitions of ‘popery,

thatin o few years, many of the states of Germany.’SWitzer-
land, Geneva, Bohemia, Hungary, England, Scotland, Ire-
land, &¢. separated from the romish church; and renounced

the Pope’s authority, and even Italy itself was far from being

excluded from the light and glory of the reformation. -
The cause of the reformation was espoused particilarly by

Frederic the wise, Elector of Saxony, who warmly engaged"
in ke defence of Luther, and became his faithful friend and.-
protector. The kingdom of France was at first considerably:
affected by the divine influence of the r< ¢ rmation, but after

‘witds the protestant interest in that ki Jom was born down
by violent persecution. But altho’ the F. ¢ regained some of
Lis power over the reformed churches, @ «d kingdoms in Ku-
rope,, yet his throne was materially affected, and his power
both temporal and spiritual was much diminished.  He not
only lost many kingdoms altogether, but even those parts
which remained under his jurisdiction, were much less sub-
servient to his wishes than formerly. ‘ o '

. Now from this short sketch of the histgry of these times, it
iz easy to see that the fifth Angel had poured out his Vial on
thg throne, or scut of the beast, He who had Lefore swayed
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ian almast incontrolable sceptre over all Europe, now cxper;.
“enced a pmdlgiaas retrenchment of his. lordly power, and i3

- Taft to Lowidd the losg of many of his wiost poweiful kingdoms.

" Kings and ‘emperors, began to find'out that the Pope was but'
q falht:)& man ; and the people began to know thatthey had

\nore pﬂwcr in their own hands than they had formerly reali-
zed. . ‘This bore hard uponthe. Pope s nterest 'and greatness,

*and made him gnaw his tongwe. with pain- under his losses, -
- -awaough he repented not-of his deeds.”

-But not-only was this. partnf the, prophécy ﬁi}ﬁlled, which

'.relates tothe power ¢ of “papery i, but ‘also the kmgdom of the

beast was full of dar lmesm Horrlble gloorus, dlsappomtment \
and. confusion sat upon’ their coupails, and all theirplans, plots

-and schemes, were turned Jpto’ fpmt}esawpemments and folly.
- St. John says,* His kingdom was’ fulj ofdarkness.» B ¢ hm‘

davlmeg,s was of two kinds; -

15 Therefarmation, by. hheddmg nght on the truths of tho
mme@. peirrett contempt on-the vain andl arrogant pretensions.
of 9099)’?}1 and. expesed them:in their blackevt colours, Thia
eﬂdeﬂﬂ v appeaied in. their public contboversies, which the

o ehamg }ans of.the refornation had with the Pope’ 3 legates -~
,-;'The, ‘refm'mers on all occusions in their. pubhc mmxstratxons,

| ’ahd cospbats, and also'in their councils lveld on tliese subjects,
. snexposed ihe tenets of theroman church, and the shame ful
folly and - ignovarice of those:'who' attempted to support the

dying cause-of Rome, that the kingdom of the beast was to ail
intents and purposes filled with darkeess and confusion.
~ 2. The:kingdom of the Ueast was filled with darkness with

: nspcetto the: phms and proceedmo;s of the Pope and his coun-

cil.- This appeared in all their-attemps to counteract the re-
formationi- A few instances will plainly €vince this truth.
- At first the reman Pontiff sat stitl, and viewed the puny ate

.tempts of the: Augusmt feiary to ovethrow his powei and opu.

lence, with-contempt. -He appeared not to suspect any dunger
from - such small efforts, of deranging his interest, so well

© estabiished i Germany, and therefore Luther by improving

his time gamed such a strong part7, as 1o ve able to. stand his

- ground against the- ‘emissarjes ur the Pope. But at length it

was . found that Luther was not to be vraved by indifference
and contempt. Leo begun to stirv himself when it was too Lite,
and still expected-not to huve much troubie, in quushing t.o
northern heresy, as he was p&easeu to call it.
Thus like the Lgyptiaus tiey groped in the dark, asit
were, tor three days, and rose netup from their scuts.  Thig
Vas % u.mkm*r mstance of folly and darkness in the policy of

¢z -
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ﬂ ¢ Pope, and Lic got convineed of his stapidity only when jt
~Was oo lec, and even when he did biegin to do somethiag,
fufly marked evéry line of his conduct, . . ¢

L.uther oppnsed Tetzel, and the sale of the Popa's indul-

b c):‘;iff_cc'fs,“x}]_ hm public discou rses at Wittembuyy, inSaxony,
- the academy, whege he was professar of divinity, -He deli-
\ el‘egbll_:sf}rst‘ ‘}me(}nagamatlhg assunmd P.Q'W:.Gt' of 1}‘3013(31‘}’
ﬂ”}hﬁ C’O‘th of ‘b.\‘-‘?‘i?ﬁen}bﬁll 1517, " He was s_on violently op-
‘rosed'by Teteey, Whoatlempted. (o.support the, d’s1ityyand
J:revogative of the Pope.w <Lautheérhad several debates with -
1imy on:those subjects, andalsa. with Sylvesterand Hogstrat,
vho. jvined Terzel, and especially with:Eckius, a celebrated.
T rofessor-of divinity, and a,zgalpns advecate for pepery. -
- The Pope had'sat still duriiyFthase conerences and disputes
v ith the divines of Germdny, for the space of a.whole year..
Llaxiinilian 1. Emperorof Germany, went to Rome. apd in-
furmed Leo of the.rapid progress of the dociring-of Lughery
¢nd the linportance. of the division-it was likelyfo make inithe |
rropire. The proud Pentiffy therefore sumihonediLuther to -
eppear before himvat Rome, and thore plead his-canse at the
~aribunal of the Pope.  Dut Frederie, Elector of Sasonyy in-.
" tervfered, and persuaded. Lea thatthe tauvse ocf Lytherbelomgv -
edte ihe ecclesiastical luws of the German Lmpives He
therefore ordered Luther to defend’liis pretensions apd: docw
teines before his legate, Cardimal Casetan. But nothing could
1ie more. coptrary io the interest of the Pope, than the ap-
pointment of Casetan to this important busiwess. kHis proud.
insolent spiiit, his shameful ignorance and domineering dis-
j.osit on, . rendered him: very uatit to cope with the firmness
+nd good sense of the Saxon reformer. Instead of buinging.
yaatters to an accommodation, Casetan, by his folly, and su-
yercilious menncesy exposed the cause of popery to disgrace
- ¢nd contempt, and tended to contivm. the principies of the re~
formation in Germany, more than any thing else: Thus dark-.
5css sat upon the councils of the kingdom of the beast:
Auother instance of darkness was. in. the rash and- impru..
cent step of the Pope himself. Finding that he had commit:
tcd such an iniportant business to a very unfit person, he, to.
riend the matter, commissioned Charles Milutz, who was a.
inere prudent man, and better acquainted with business, to
ivear with the reformers,  This was indeed a wise step, and.
vould, tn all probability, have quashed the reformation, at-
that time, bad it not been for the wretched foolishness of Leo.
Jaiber had defeated Eckius, one of his first adversarics, in
srveral disputes, which filled bim with so much animosity,
that b2 repaired to Rone, with g determinaion o persuuds
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the Pope to issuc forth his spiritual thunder axainst the heal
of Luther, and so paralyse t‘ac nerves of the re tm‘matwu. As
{>rpoor Casetan, hig was so chagrined, and spited at the con-
quest gained over him in his disputes with the reformers,
;4‘:4!: he sickened and died in disappointment and vexation.—
But Eckius, altho’ he was also far infecior to his antagonists,
i» s disputes in Gerinaay, yet he studied revenge, and, as
f have said, went to Rome to procure:a -butlof exconrmunica-
- tion against Luther. Thus while Miltitz was. treating with
Luther, Eckius was treating with. Popc Leo,
0 Miltitz was a very mild, cunnine o, artful man: Thla pra~
dent legate by his great ingenuity and address, the: prudence
of his procezdings, and the inildness of his tempery ha.’ almost
persuaded the Saxon reformer, - in a- weak -hour, to abandon
the cause of the reformations But while Miltitz wis catry-
ing on his schemes, and from every appearance, had almost
drawn over Luther to retusn again to the bosoinof the church -
‘of Rome ; the Pope by one stroke of wretched folly and im-
prudeacc, defcated the whole that he had done. Eckius ha-
‘. map; had the address towin over Leo'tc his wishes, the rask
inpradent Pontiff, just as Miltitz had m't!y gained over Lu~
‘ tf‘zez‘ and’ almost brourht on the fatal crisisol-his recantationy
~issued a bull, by which forty one artieles of Luther’s Doctring
were condemaed as hevesy, and he summoned on pain of ex<
‘cammunication to reteact and confess his errors within the
space of sisty days,, and to. cast him.sei-fnup@nf the cl‘emefncy'_
Gfthe Pd‘\’h i, |
The soirit of Luthcv, cnreceiving tlis rash - amt impra-
dent summonsy scon reswened ity native irmness,  Suchime
perions, and unreasonable mandates, instzaxd of humbling the
bold: Saxon.  had the diveet contrdry effect: He'linmediatelgé:
broke off all Tz her negociations with Miititz,and tumed his
attention to his own. salet vy, and the critical cause of the rcfor-
mation. ife Grst appealed to a-general council; but consis
dering that his ap veal would be of no availy he immediately
witlideew fromn the conr nnaion of the church-efReine
This he didia 2 public and solemn manner, " at” Witten«
bueg, on the 10th of Decemter 15204 and by so dolbygy, hs
completely defeated tic counclis of ihe Pope of Rone, and
extricated the whole refovined church trom his deminecring
yoke This bold piece of policy established the reformiution -
on such Srm ba is, that it soon collected strength to stand’
faturs trials, and revains to this day inspite of sl the attacks
ef pepery ol v by 1otdguz, the sword, or the inquisition,
Lutaer and his coadjutors, when they withdrew trom the
guthority oi Rowey werg dloathed with all their coclesiantl, )]




; ( 34
fhnct‘xons; consequemly when the Pope issued his bull of exs
commumcauem onthe 6th of Janmry 1521, "it-had no ob-

]ect to light on, and- just bursted in the air like a skysrocket

“without any effect. The clerical’ authm*ny of the r&?otmers
was not affected, and the divine influences of the $pirit has

still continued to accompany the doctrine, and ordinances of

the reformed church unto this day, according to the promise

of Christ ; and no doubt wiil to the end of the world,. Thus

" darkness, confusion and disappointment bewildered the papal
power, and they gnawed their tongues for pdm, and repented
not of their deeds, :

When the Pope found that he was outgeneralled by the

wisdom of Luthev, and that he could gain nething’ by his the-
' ologlcal weapons, he had recourse to-the. powerful, and coer-
sive arguments of the sword. - He consequently levied a pows-
-erful arm~  zainst the protestants, in support of the papal

cause.  dJtalas, for them. it was now too late, the rc.forma-» :
tion had made such way, that a-great part of Europe was rea=

dy to embark in the cause of truth ; -and theye were so imajy

powerful states and princes become nursing fatliers, aid nur.
sing miothérs to the true church, that the protestamswﬁ'ﬁenewf

able to' confront the papal force, and stand their gfounddn. |

the fi¢ld of bazttle, as well as on the theatre of acelésiamu.af? -

controversy. - R
- Had the POpe of Rome ‘acted with his usual’ ‘ar¢ and cune:
mng;, and-exerted himself at first, 'when Luthér stood alonie,

as it were, and his party but weak, the execrated schism, as:
they thought ity could easily bav been suppressed, and Lus

ther, -and:his small party, would have 1a}len an easy-sacrifice.
to papal ver.géance, ltke Huss, and Jerome, 'in the century

beforé. Butnow the kingdom-of - the beast is full- of dark-
ness, both in-point of theology, ard civii policy, - and -there--

~fore their plans were ali defeated ; and comequently no wea-
pon against the. réfotmation prospered.’

‘Thus it evidently appears that the glorious reformauon f

from -pupsry was a-Vial of God’s wrath poured out by the.
fifth angel,on the seat of the beast, which filled his kmgdom‘
with darkness, and mude them gnuw their tongues-for pain.

=
SECTION VI
The French reveiutia under the fifth V. ialy

The American war began in the year 1775, and contintied
uniil it year 1785, when neace w 25 cuncluded between the
United States and Greut brzt“u.. ‘L ever memorable strug

o~
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gle established ourindeprendence, and the sovereanty of our
nation. - Buf altho’ this important revolution took place in-
the time of the fifth 'Vial, vet [ apprehend, it was not directly
alluded to, by the praphecy. The Vials had a particular rela-

tion t6. God’s judinnents against popery. But T can see no

connectum hetwixt thc cause of Americen inde )endeme and"

.papery Itis true, Evgkind hdd been one ofthe horns of the
- beast ;- 'but in-the ref'ovmxtlon .he turned against Rome, and
'became disconnected from the whore of Babylon. North

Amcmca, from its first settlements, was blessed with the di-
vine ‘effects of the réformed religion, and had no connection
with the Pope S that the seat of the beast was in no shape
affected by the American war,

But the case’ was ‘very different as to 'the revolution of
France. France hasnotonly been always a powerful king-
dom, but she has also been uniformly a principal supporter
a:id defender of the pApal interest. She first constitiited the-
Pope a temporal prince in the year 7535, by establishing upon .

- him,. and his successors ; the patrimony of St. Peter, as I

have aiready ‘related ; and thus he raised Rowme out of the

- dust of political death, to her former imperizal state, and
~decked. the saccessor of St. - Peter with the purple, and addad

ancther bérato s esciitcheon, (Reév, xii, 11.) - |
Thus kine Pepiaof France, raised the Pope to his impe-

rlal digni.y, and France has ever since been devoted td the ine
-terest of Rome, until the revolution took place.

It is trae France partock considerably of the divine mﬂuo‘
etices of the reformation ; but she soon returned to her devo-
tedness to the papal interest ; and is'justly marked as one of

~ the most furicds persecutors, that ever was stained with proe

téstant blood.- And altho’ she neveradmitted the inquisition
yet she was the strongest support, and-the most powerful and
faithful horn’the Pope ever had. (Rev. xvli; 12°12,) % And’
“ the ten horns shall give their power gnd strength to the
# beast.”” [t must therefore be very evident'that for France
to withdraw her influence and support from the Pops, must
be a fatal stroke to his throne, and would” deeply affect the
seat of the ‘beast. This was done by the French rcvolutlon,'
and consequently néthina can be more evident than that this
revolution took place under the fifth-Vial, This excites our
curiosity to examine the partm,h!a.

This revolution took place in the year 1789, in ) the month
of July ; and in the next Qctober, Lewis XV king of France,
(with the royal family) surrendered himself a prisengr oz'
state.  On the 21st of September 1792, the royalty of France

was abelished by o l-v‘reu of the mtm.., In the month <5
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December the king was tried for his hfe, and condemned-to’
die. The sentence was executed. and the king heheaded. on
January 21st 1703, The queen shared the same fate on Oc-
tober 16th following.  And the royal princes became a vic-
tim o May 10th 1794, Thus the royalty of France ende‘d,
and the nation became a republic.

This change of the policy of i'rance was an evzrlent stroke
" at the papal ‘power ; because the resources of the nation were
withdrawn from the Popc’s interest, and the influence, and
interest of France was concenteredupon herself, and the Pape.
of Rome lost a capital stake when Lewxs the sixteenth was’
belieadetl. : A o o
| ButI‘rance has not only withdrawh herself, from the'in-
‘terest of the beast, but she has carvied her conquests over all
_the kingdoms in Europe, subject to the Pope’s authority.

50 that the congiiests of Bonaparte has almo’st shook the seat
of the Lea«t to nothing.

God has raised up Bonaparte, to the 1mperm1 thmne of
France, to fulfil his will towards the Pope of Rome. He has
endowed himr with™ certain peculiar capacities ofmmd, and
with an mdependent chspoJumn to unimmited sovereig'n’tv.
Such a min by no means suits the Pope’s fnterest, butis ex-
~ gctiy: calculated to bring the papal prerogative to ruin. France'
- Ras beena kingdom-from the year 420 (o the year 1793, viz,

1373 years-and has® pmﬂured ‘67 kings, Many of these-kings
have been victorious, and powerful’; But she has never pro-
| duned a'man like \Iapoleon before.

‘Napoleon Bonaparte was born in the island of Corsica. on
the I5th of August 1769, of poor parents. Itis said his mo-
ther waga religious woman.” 1Vhen he was a school boy.
he exhibited’ an extraordinary q: ticknoss, and strength- of
mind, a martial turn, an ingenious economy, and bold intre-
pidity and firmness.. When he was twelve years old, he was
admitted to-the r*ommunim in the romish church and receiv-
ed-his confirmation. When the Archbishep’ asked him his
name, as was usual on such occasions, he answm'ed Jba/zolcsm
"The Bishop fearing he had not heard the name rightly .as -
it was new, asked- agnin, he again answered /\rz/’ola’on. The
minister who assisted the- B\ahop on the occasiony taking it
for granted: that this must be the name of some canonised
sainty and not recollecting Rev. ix, 11. said * Nupolcon [
“ do not know that saiut I Bonaparte repiied with adroit-
ness I believe ity siv ; that saint'is a Cor siran.'” 1 mention
this anecdote to shew that Napoleon is the christian name oil
the Emperor of Gaul ; and_ because St. John (Rev.1x, 11,)
zaw thls sain’y or ange}, rising out of the Mediterranean sca,
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whichhe calls a botlomless abiss, & the island of Corsten whete
Bonapaite was born, isan island in the Mediterranesn.

‘The first remarkable appearance ot Bonaparte was at the
siege of Toulonain the year 1793, He was then a subaltern
oﬂzcer in the artillery department, and -was then 24 years of
age. After which he was advanced to the rank of brigadier
general. In the latter end of the next year, he was advanced
to the chief command of the Italian atray. When he was 26
years old, In the year 1796, he teok thisimportant post on the
fronticrs of Italy, and for thwith began his ¢xcursions in Italy,
carrying all bLefore him with incredible vapidity.  After-

wards he made the Austrians feel the power of his conquering

arins. He then made a descent npon Egypt. Took Malta in
his rout, and in one . month’s time sabdued A!exandrm and
Grand Caivo. Iie spent about a. year in his excursion in Sy-
ria against the Turks, and returned again to Ilgvpt, and leav-
ing his army there under the commanduf tvo of his Generalg

he returned to France with a few of his best officers in O¢s

tober Ist 1793. A )
On Nov. 9, 1799, the counc'x! of.the Antients decreed the
coznmz;nd'of the whole Irench arniy to Bonaparte. The next
day he went ;aa; sonally ints.the gouncil of five hundred; and
immediately disbanded them. On the 15th of December h
was appeinted first Consul of the ndthﬁ. And in the year
1800 begun his second war with the Austrians. - In June 9th,

he fought the Lattle at Ma: 1te.;e)lo, and cn'the 14th gained

acomplete victory over the | tlmn AT s in the mm.oublc

and bloody .mttle of planngo.

Rut not in.detail tco-many pasticalars, and.to return to ovr
allusion to the Yope, we just observe, that when Bom“ane
had conquered L x!), and brought the Pope under his power,
he extended his spivitupl aythority over France. This the

Consul of France did thro® artful policy ; pot that he rcn‘uucd

the Pope's spiriival authoifly, but ke saw it would answer a

valuable purpose inthe prosecution of his plan, which he had
in view.

It was a lonig e‘?t“bllsz"‘d custom mr the kmﬂ's of France to

“be crowned by the Pope-of ligine. 'Lhis custom took place

when btcphcn 11.- Kishop of Kome, -crowned-«Repin. hing of
Yrunge, in.the year 754 and continued a general custom ever
sice. The Fretch ation beiny alvwiays devoted to the ine
terest of the Romen See, ever since the red ign of Pepin, it ad-
ded much aigunity to the boverug.,nu of the hing tc becrown-
ed by the public approbatien, aud ihe sucved hands of the

~Janost holy successur of i Peter. Boueg ulte knowi ‘“b how

fir custom prevutled with mpnkind, aud wisely consid g
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4k attachment of the people of ]i*rancc to the authm‘x{y of .
‘Rome, and having it in vigw to1:lace the diadem on his head,
took this polum step to grant indulgence to. the Pope, and ex-
tend his ceclesiastical dominion eyer Gaul. ‘L his would give
additional dignity to his coronation in the view of his subjects,
‘many of whorh believed the Pope to be infallibje. This would
answer a good turn for the pregent ; and he could dispose of
his holiness aftevwards as he sawanostconducive to the wel-
fare of the Empire.

In pursuance to this plan,- the Cors,\c.m General -stepped
from the consular, 1o ke imperial seat. ~The Pope.of Rome,
dn all the d\gmty of the most holy Father ofthe church, met
‘him at the City of Milan, and crowned him Emperor ofGaul,
and king of Italy, on the 2d.day of December 1804, Bona-
parte received the imperial .crown under the name Naroy

12008 which he had told the Bishop at his cenfirmation was
‘the name of the Corsican spint, .which Corsican, as he was
pieased to call hiwself, hos now -become the Emperor of the
most of the west of Icurope ; which.canonization he has gam-
£d by active policy and the point ofthe bayonet.

Napoleon after he was estublished in hzs-kme;d@m, and had
no farther use for the Pope, .and - wisely computing that the
riches of Rome. would be shere useful in his bands than in the

posscsaion of the Roman Poutifl, found itconvenlentto pick a
guarrel with the infallible Vicary marched an army to Rome,
“pillaged the City, and inriched his coflers with the spoil, took
e Pope s temporal dominions {yom him, and confined
his power to the scven hxllb, the proper designated seut of the
beast ; he also tuok the cld vencrelle Lather, and carried
himi in chains to France, where he died a prisoner. But us
the time of the final downfull of the Pope was not yet come,

Naupoleon placed Cardinai Fesch on the papal ‘*hxohe, hmmng :
hupower to the City or Raome,

But altho’ the Pope is almost gone to uothm ¢, yet-he stifl
muaintalng hig titic as universul bnlmp, and holds fust the key
ot St Peter, 8o, altho’ he - made to grosn under ais pains,
and sores, yethe repenteth not ol his deeds,

"T'hus it 1s plain, that the evets.of ithe reformation, and
the revelution of  France, gnd-the various 4~ewlnuonb, and
n-mm}wl stute of Lurope anster ¢videntiv to the descrips

tigas given ip the prophicey amdey the fifth Visl. The church
g ht certainy to ,utue the . ﬁ.zi,«hr 0l Godin these {hmgﬁ,
not enly as a parto! hisaniversal pmudt nee 5 but especially
as the i iﬂln-mt of speeiai predicitons, the forerunners, and
the propnosticutions of the apredy uvdvent of the downfull of*
Roteey that ooy sityy which has now aimost diled her cup.
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“These things are so evident, that they are corroborating tes-
" ‘timonies of‘the truth ofmy calculation from Danicl. Surely
‘any person with half an cye, might'see that the'cloud is even
now begirding to rise all uround Italy, and thundering mur-
murs at a distance attract our attention, and tell us that Da—-‘
niel’s 2300 days are nearly at a close, when the Angel will
“sink the toillstone in the sea, to be found no more. Rev. xviii,
% N

'SECTION VII.
An explanation of the sixth Vic!,

The sixth Vial is now poured out, and we alrezdy begin to
‘see the portentouseffects of it.

Chap. xvi, 12, ¢ And tige sixth Angel poured out his Via
‘¢ on the great river Euphrates, and the water thereof wae
 dried up, that the way of the kings of the East might be

“ prepared.”

The rviver Eyphrates is.here to Le understood ina mystical
sense. Cyrus drained the river I:,uphrates, and by that means
‘took the great city of Babylon.  Rume in this proplrecy is
‘mystically called Babylon.” The river Euphrates ‘used to be
‘the eastern boundarv of the land of Isracl, and the Assyrians,
Persions, &c. had to cross it to attack Jerusalem.  Conse-
quemly any circumstance that would be an inducement, or
‘muke it convenient tocross this eastern boundary, might very
well be called, in the style of prophecy figuratively drying up
the waters of the Fuphrates.  So that the Angel peuring his
Vial on the river Euphrates, must mean the providence of
‘God, ordering or disposing matters and ciicimstances, sothat
the king'b of the East mav be induced tomake a descent on
Italy, or the French empire; and to make them accomplish
their design of a horrid IHV’ISIOI'\ of Rome.

As the Turkish empire lies on the Last and South-cast of
ftalyy they must be intended, by the kings of the East.  The
Turks are an castern people, they came from beyond the Eu-
phrates in the East, and now occupy Constantinople as their
capital, which used to be the seat of the eastern Emperors....
So that the simple and plaib sense of the sixth Vial is, that
God in his supenmendmg providence, agd in his awful vens

‘eance ammst Rome, will cause a horrible imvasion by the
Furke. {the kingdom of ltady, which will end in the eternul
desoldtlm of Rome, and the complete cxtirpation of popery,
The particulars arc the following ¢
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Ver, 13. % I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come o at
¢ of the mouth of the Dragon, and out of the mouth of the
#-beast, and out of the mouth of the fulse prophet.”

1. The unclean spirits are like frogs, that is, they are noisy,.
nasty, beddy, croakmg, and disagreeable.  Let Furope take
care.

2. They come out of the mouth, T hat is, they are the or-
del's, or they obey the orders of their masters, & do their will.,

. 3. Who, or what arc these frogs-! They are, agents, mi-
nions, deputies, emissaries, edicts, miiitary laws, orders, pro-
clamation.,, persuasive Harx'anrrues. and all,subaltern o(hcexs,
arranging the whole world for Dbattle.

4. Who arc the th.ee champions, the Drarron,the beast and
‘t‘ne false prophet? They are,

. The Devil, the Pope and Mahomet. Orthe influence of
Satan, the abetters of popery, and-the defenders of the Maho-
metan religion.

2. They are literally,.and persénally, Bonaparte the Empe.
ror of Gaul, Cardinal Fesch, the successor to the See of
Rome, and the (nand belgmor the meClOl of Lonstdnu-
nop‘e‘

1. It is eudent that Cdrdmal Fesch is the beast, becau e he
18 the Pope It'is true, beds not now quiteas wild a beast, as his
prececessors used to be, hecause Bonaparte has combed and
Yamed him a little, and shortened his chain; but still he is
the béast.

2. The }meeror of Turkey is the false prophet, because
_he is emperor of the Mahometans ; the Mahocetan religion
is the religion of Iis empire ; and Mahomet professed hime
eclfto be the true prophet of God, and that he had the will of
God given to him by the angel Gabriel, & he has been known
ull along by the pame of the firopict.  But as he was an im-
postor,, he is pml)uly callgd the julse firophet.

3. But how, or why is Bonaparte the Dragon ? T answer,

1. Because the Dragon bad g g,ennml power ever the Roman
empn'e and the Pope "of Rome ; ; s0 has Bonaparte. ’
* 2. Because the Dragon gave to the Pope the power and
seat, and the great authority he had. So bus Bonaparte.  All
the power the Pope aas, he enjoys not by the grace of Cod,
but by the grace-uf Bonuparte.

3. The Dragon always loved war and Lloodshed ; so does
Bonzparte.

But the speciul xcusons why sgthink it, at least, very pro-
bable, that i wiiperte 1s pointed outy by dhe Lragon, this
versey ate Lie foiovang, it is cxptebsly saidin Chap. ix, 11,
“ Lhat tiey,” vise e Josuss, wuo wele the Mahomvtans,
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¢ had 4 kinp ovef them ; the'angcl of thie bottomliss fidty who
¢ in 'h~ Greek tongue, hath the name Afwllyon.’ Now, no
rer-on will dispute, but the angel of the bottomless pit means
the Devil, whoin Chap. xiiy 9, is called the Dragon ; sothat
th Drs ron who is the Devili and Satan, out of the bottomless
pit. i5 qmtcd to be the km > of the locusts or Mahometans,—
Ve also find that this kine hath the name Ahollyon.  Maho-
met was their king, and hls successors, until they were sub.
‘dued by the Turks, and the Grand Seignior has been their
king eversince. - But none of their kings have had the name
;‘f/w yen. But itis very evident that t‘xey have been all under
the 'xmm*ncc of the Dragon, the Devil, an1 Satan. But it ap-
pears cvident to me, that the pro phecv means that the km -
of the Maho:metans must somt,txmc have the literal name
- Apollyen.

I remamber bt oftwo instances besides this, where o per-
con is de ,w ]3t\,d 11 ')m*)h""v hv name, din both those in-
c.tgmcrs, the names given to the pers m in prophecy were
piven tocthea in t‘\c Fnl lmzut. Cyrus was an instance, an:d
Fiias, or Flijah, {which is the sam2 name) was the other.
Altho  John the Baptist hadthe name John, ziven to him by
his father. vet C hrmt cailed htn by his pe o'me’xc *nfne I‘In«.
And whei this nro PRGNS mrw‘mu"r ‘n‘}"u that the Ling ot
he Tocusts had the na ,1. Ansllyrie 1 ihink it nath! 1z but fais
to conclade that the name will be literally Fulfilled in Nafin -
kean, s well as fulflled in the meaning of tha naw~ in him,
and all the other Mahomewn kings,  Tue world Apallycs
means a destroyer, Mahomet ahd all nis clo were crael de-
stroyers, who propagated their relicion by the sword.  The
Tu.!\s arz to'this d: \y a ferocions cv'ud people, and Bonapartz
is to ali intents and purneses o destruyer, he is the destrys-
tion of kingsand *mmch, ms, he de%tx'oy" s peace and commerce,

and he hds dr:”mwf Lundreds of thousands of lives.  But
B(mapaue has the adyv atage fail the rest, for he hasthe
})IOQ\!C?"\ name with ondy the addition ofthe French adjective
My which signifes to e ool Thus by alterine a few letters
ff)r hottar onml sa¢, wiich is a common thmo- in all com-
pounded words  AMutiwleon 15 the very name fmc\nld in this
prophecy of the mr;g, ot the Muhomcmns, and neans born a
@rsiroyer,

It is trne WVafoleon 13 vot noyr the king of the Mabhametans,
put God can snon mmake bim so; ke con dellver the Granld
Selgnior into bis hund #s ewsily as he did the Pupb, and so

y
mmmutc him Devil, P"I & and Muahomet, all in one LeTGOT
Now what shall we '»:ay Does not this vorse prediet this i,

portant cvent. “ Aandthey had a }mg syov them, the anpe! ef

»
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- % the bottomless pit, who in Greek hath the name Apoityon.”
With the addition of N* or Ne. which shows that he was born
fer this purpose, this is the name of the Ewmperor of Gaul,
who has carried his dominions to the very confines of Turkey.
Ought not the church, in a firm confidence in the scriptures,.
notice with peculiar atteation, that he who has overrun the
kingdoms of the:west of Furape, was buptized Nafioleon, was
confirmed Aupoleon, was crowned Mipoleon 3 thatall his laws,

- edicts, decrees, orders, commands and proclamations are
signed MNuproleon, ~ | -

Therefore I presume Napoleon is the Dragon, one of the
three champions out of whose mouths the unclean spirits like
frogs shall proceed. . » |

Ver. 14, “For they are the spirits of Pevils working mira-
-4 cles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth, and of
“1he whole wotld to guther them to.the battle of that great
“ day of God Almighty.””" These frogs, agents, emissarics,
", or whatcver they may be, are to be engaged in a wicked, dia-
bolical enterprise, and shall:encompass the whele eastern:
‘world, miraculously or wonderfully succeeding in exciting
the world to war, and engaging them in this tremendous cam.-
paigh, which will arrest the attention of LLurope,, Asid, Africa,
-and perhaps Ainerica alsoy and ¢ -pather thém to the hattle o £
“that great d:y of God Almighty.” I'his will be when'God wil}
overthrowthe Pope and all the power of Antichyrist, Tt appears
that the whole.eastern world wilt be engaged in one. genersl
conflict, and exhibit a most tremendous scene of destruction.

- Ver. 15, % Behold I come as athief.” That is, suddenly,
and unexpectedly, to all those whe will not take warnipg, <.
Riessed is he who watchetlr and keepeth his garments, lest
¢ he walk naked, and they see his. shame.” What a solemn
warning.  The trying time is now drawing nigh, and the
church should be on her guard. The churches in Europe are
undoubtedly in eminent danger, and every church ought, if’
possible, to keep clear of the Dragon, the Beast, and the fulse
Prophet ; viz. Napoleon, the Pope, and thg Turks. And all
the {rogs, cheo spirits of Devils; viz. the emjssaiies, edicts,
orderz and proclamations, that proceed out of their imoutis.
May Great Britain take the hint, and quit her pride and folly
in counterarting Napoleon.  Bonaparte has his orders from
veaven, and Fngland need not think 10 gtop his progresg.—
Mer business is to take care of herself, and the churgh of -
Christ in her bosom,-and be friendly with her friends, and not
be temwpering with Bonaparte, and the Pope, lest she show
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l'e. nakedhe 33, and expose her shame.¥
. Let America read this verse with scrious attention, and ek
“her be advised thereby to kecp her garmenis, her precious
- robe of mdependuve, lest she involve herseif in the confla-
" -gration of the eastern world, .

Ver. 16. % And he gatbevcd them together in a place called
% in the Hebrew tongue Ax'mageduon.’.’

This presents us with a view of the success of these agents
and emissarics,. and predicts the approach of a hotrible day of
 battle, in which all Lurope will be engaged, and perhaps all
- the world ; but still I hope Amem,a will be spcu'ed, and the

| o Sy s e - i e
_ % [ am no party man in pohtlcs. I am only tx‘yemg, as all
henest. men would dou, to fellow the natural meaning of the -
. prophecy, compared with the events of providence. But
sensibly feel fop the church of Christ. T confess I can see
noghmg in-the prophecy which, I think, relates to Great Bri«
tails or'America, in their present refaiions, apd mrgumstame\q
ynless. they involve themselves by their own bad solicy in
fmexgu difficulties.. I hope the geographical situation of A-
“merica, she bemg so far rémoved from the scéne of trouble,™
and separated by such an extensive ocean, will preserve her
from thie shacks of Europe and T hope the wisdom of our
govemment, under the kmd pmvxdencg of God, wnl keep 4e
in sufety,” <

 But there is a precwu% ehm'ch in Bmmm, whzm has Sti :;g-e

1 dhard to keep herself pure from popery, which.imakes me
eel for her situation; It is evident that the chureh of Scotland
~ hasbeen so highly. favouredofGod, that shs has stood firm, &
pure, since the reformation. This inakes me cherish a hope
t}mt God has planted hev in an. Island, and surrcanded her
'Mth the strongest navy on the ocean, that he may be .a glory
- in the midst of her..

If Epgland would onIy cultlvate a friendly ifterconrse witly
Ber own children, in America, who are of her own langnage,
and her religion; and not prostitute her streigth, wisdom,
and.her palicy, in phnmnb insurrections on.the continent of
~Europe, and prepar ing conquests for Napoleon, she might

v 3qve the cl;urg‘x and the nation both from ruin.  But if she
imust strike hands with every popish or.mahometan power she
heets with, to support the hpnor of ‘guropean crowns, and to.
get revenge on France, 1 am much mistaken if, she hus not,

~in the end, to partake of the pluffjics of Rome.  ‘Thery arz
36 years of war yet to be in Lmapc, and that king: dnra. orﬂj
will cmoy peace who keeps herseifat home,

2.4
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Frverse befpre, gives us the idea, that these: on!y will escope,
who will' keep their garmeat, and gu rd aguinst the frogs
- which proceed out ofthe mouth of the Dragon, the beast and
the false prophet. Bishop Newton Saysy the true reading 18y -
“ And they gathered themn together,” viz, the frogs, the cmis-.
saries sent forth into the whole world. Qthers say the sense
is, that God by bis superintending providence gathcred the
armies together, to overthrow the pap.l-powery according to
his sovereign purpose.  Buth senses are good, and substans
- tially the same. ~

The ward, Arm ao'eddon, ‘means, the mountain of destruc-
tion. It appear‘s from Rev, xiv, 20, that this battle will be-
~ fought ncar the city Rome, and the place will be called Ar-
maz,ed(rén, because of the total defeat, and the. dreadfnl
sl.mﬂ-hter of that awful day. Zech. xii, .11, 12,

- From this prophetic account I conchide; that Napoleon 18
now preparing the way for a fearful descent of the Turks on
]taly Itis evident that the Turks are meant by. the kings of’

the East. And preparing the way for. them, must mean some
disposition of affuirs, which will be:an tnducement for them to
come on, or a-provocation to them to'strike.  The Russian
army is nov engaged in a w~r with the Turks, no doubt una
der.the direction of Bonaparce, and it is probable they may be
successful for seme. iime at first, they may conquer the Capi-
tal, and so l\apoleon will become the Lord of the Locusts.—
But the event will be, that the Tuorks wilk be grovoked, or
somehow induced, to embark ina fatal design to 6verturn the
French empire, and as lialy lies next to them. their first stroke
will be against Rome, or at least Rome will in the event be a
erand ob}ec! and the seat of war; and Madum who is drunk

with-the blood of the saints, may expect to suﬁ?er all the se-
verities of the juagment of God. : »

This  war wil! be carried on with a comohdated combm:»
tion' of all Europe, Asia, and Africa. All-the tervitorics of
the eustern kings of Nupoleon, and of the Pope, will be cne
reaged-on one sule oron the other. The armaments will be
incenceivably great, and grand, and awful.  Ten thousand

tines ten thoufsand rains wili be ready to drench the cotfis,
mons of ! \ome-

' }’rev'zqncs to the futal conflict, there will be a wonderfu?
running toand fro, of agents, envovs, and embassadors, (o eir-
eage in the war kings and princes, and governments, of every
cescription, Allthe nations of the worid, who will not tuke
warnng, & keep their oo nentsywill be uon ov.r hv 'he neve -
sadglons, solicitations wod ¢otppignds of the véufms agenty of
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their eespective feaders, and so the whole will be confederat” '
¢d, the one part against the other. |

T his must wnsequently be a time of unwclsal com:notion
anxiety and distress; and doiefil ttines for ie church, . Ziow
will be cloathed in sackelothy, and wiil aany ber harps upon

 the  willoivs. That day wiil be neither dark not light, but &

gloomy twilight. But the church must not despairy but wait

patiently, for mthe evehing it shall be light, (Zech. xiv, 6, 7,)

and then the-light will increase more and more,; until the

light of the moon shall be as the lizht of the sun, und the lizht

of the sun shall be as thelizht of seven duys..(Esaialf xxx, 26.)

~ And the Lord will bmd-up the breach, and iieal the wound of
his .people: -

- Napolcon is like- km'r P!nr 10‘1, and Mexanrlet‘ God has,
raised him up for a cet'tun purpose, and that purpose he will
answer, and no more: Prophecy has asmgned him two things,
to do, and he muat, and: wiil do xt, in'spite* of‘all the kings,
and emperors i the world. = One is, to weaken thie power o
- seat of the beast. This he has done; which closes the fiith

'Vial. The other-isto fix matters so, that the way of the
kings. of the east may be prepared. This comes under the
sixth Vial, and Bonaparte seems-as if he knew what he bhad
~ todo; at least God does, andhus already set him to work on

the: Turkish-empire, and I think from the view I have of the
prophecy, he is:to-be the king of the Mahovnetdns, hich wiil

Y finally provoke them to-a horrlbh, war, in which Ro ne will -

finally be evertarown.

It is not worth while for kings, and emperors, to be grasp-

ing after power, and dominion; for all the time it will last,
" The God ofheaven . will soon set up a kingdom, which will’
eclipse.the glory of the world ; (Dun. ii, 35, 44:) and'the pride
and pomp of empires shall vanish like an evening. drmm —
‘““ Then shall the-ivon, the clay, the brass, the sﬂver and the
¢ rold, be broken to pieces together, and become like the:
® ehafl of the summ"r-thre“-hmg ﬂom‘s.

st QNI ———
w-ﬂ‘,"‘ -

SECTION VHI.
Lxplanation o) the seuent/z Vial. o

"The dominions of Nupoleon, and the Pope, as a «pmma]?
rulee and the Parks, comprehend a great part of Lurope,
Asm, ard Africa ; so that when they, by their arents, emisge-
Stli\,s, anaG m.hu-n IUL.a seut fuxlu uke flO.'YS, or PWprhltN
unto all the ktngs of the whole castern world, will have col-
lected Lo gether vast arlcs, tothe buttlz of the great Gud,
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the solemn, and awful appeurance will be Godslike, indeed,
-Our mindy seem to revolt, with horror, when we conceive of
~all .the armaments of the eastcru” world in batile array, with
alt the 1mp1em<,ms of death, the accoutrements of war, with
Burnished steel, an.d thundering cunaon, Such a day the
world never saw, nor e\er will untif the trump of Codl "i‘m;
¢all to jud,;,ment. ~ |

e - e = e -

* Wien 1 consider the hm vQRS ""vruﬂ g Lurope. Whl(‘h
évidently appear to be,predicted in - avophecy, I feel for
mankind, and bless God that I am an A.ncmcan. I have fre.
quently given the Idea, and e\pres;ed a hope, that we in
these United States will, at least, in a great measure, escape
the.evils of the ttansatlanuc world. Nevertheless, it may be
tfhat I .am not, domg ]usucc tQ my own country, .in entertain.
'mg too.sanguine expectaiions of peace, whﬂe God is pouring
- out his Vials of wrath upon his enemies. Itistrue, I cansee,
niothing in the.predistion that seems applicable to any thing 1-
can see, or. xomsw, in the circumstanzes of our nation ; yet
it must be acknowledged. that a few years might furn the
scale, and invite us to take share in the catastrophy of Rome.
Perhaps, indeed, the fiogs going forth into all the world, may
Have a more_lite val meaning than I have given, and are not
to'bé: Qoun@'ed on the west by the Atlantic. 1t may be thar
| lhe";” Ay SWim across, and we may hear them ceoaking on
GUP ,}3 Ry shores, Christ says, * blessed is he who keepetly
t his garinents lesthe W alk naked and they swe his shame.”
But d‘lg L

W¢ have african frogs enough in our eountry {0 call down;
the vengeance of heuven upon us, if God should mark Miguis
ty. 1 think that man is a poor politician, who does net seg
the miserable prospccis our country has before her, in conse-

uence of the_ thousands of miserable objacts, on whem-. we
bind the'iron fetters of cternal slivery. Qur children bred
up in the constant hwbits ©f ubsoiu'e  tyranny. . -and pride, wild-
constitule wretched materials for a republican government, .
and 1t illy suits the pride and glory of an American, to boast
of the rights of man, and the divine bless;n;}s of the freedom

ef his country, with a rigourous overseer in his field, with
five, ar five hundred black Dgvils, as he cuils them, bencing
to their tasks under his iron red. If 1 have nothingbut the
colour of my skin to screen me, and my wife, and my chils.
dren, from pcrpetual opx)ressxon, God have mercy on my
country. 1 also thinkthat man a poor puitern of christianity,
who'loves to scrve'himscif ut 1hc expenne ofhumn fleshyund
Lyys; uld sells 4 hum-m Leing whose h;.qdox 1§ "guanamiesd .

,,;
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d the seventh angel poured ont his Vial into the o7
‘e dreadful onset. Ver, 17, © And there canie a
t the tcvnplc of heaven, frem the throae of God;
. g done ! - |

1. sy this Vial the seat of Satan himself will be affected,
who is the prince of the power of the air. The seat of the
beast was struck at before : bur now the Caput gregis, the
head of thewhole antichristian clan, is made the ol)]ect of
the Almighty vengeance of God: The whole influence of
q&,\tan, and his whole kmq_'lo'n i3 %0 be destroyed in one hour.

2. % And'there came a great volce from the throne of GGoit
“ saying, It is finished.” This was asiznal, given from God
himself, on- the throney as the great governor of the universe,
testlfvmv; -to the church that the Lht stroke was now given,
which would close the whale process of the dispensation of
God towards antiehrist, ands would. 1:1’1melnt¢,!y bring his
kmmdo m to an end.  Jesus told kis pri nikive charch, Wheny

“ you ses Jerusalem  encomnassed with armies, then know
“ ye that the desolation thercofis nigh.”” So here when the
frelds of Armageddémbegin o roar with cann, and tha-
clanzonr of swards, we muay know that the last stroke is gt-
ven, and Rome must sink to ruin.

Ver. 157 And Lherc wete wm,eq (hollowing or war whoops)
“apd thunders 3 40 A Hishtaings, and a great earthyuake, such
“ 43 was not since mei wWarz vpon the earth, and the great
“city was divided into three parts (spiit, and divided with the
“« earthquake, en blan,mtwal of the.. total destruction of Rome)
“and the citizens of the nations fell.”* I apprehend the plus
balis here used for the smgulav number, which was commont
thh ancient writers, and even in th2 New Testament, mean-
ing that Romz, the city, or capital of the natio: fell, by the

convulsion of Lhe earthquake. *“ Andevery island fled away,
“ and the mountains we. 2 not found. And there fell upon
“men a great hail, every stone aLcut the weight of a talent,”
or 113 pcund‘s

This is truly a herrible description of this bloedy cmnba’f,
and the awful effe¢ts of it, and hwhly emblematical of the tée
tal ovcrt‘wow of Antichristy and the deaoiaum of the city of
by the Almighty (.md who made him. When I think of these
things, “ I tremble for my country when I know that Gad is
¢ puet.”

I hope America will take patter: by Nineveh, and avert tha
displeasure of God from our happy land, wherein thereare
riore than six score thousand children, who cannet discern
Botwixt thetr dght hand ard their iclt,
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Rcme.' It is tﬁoug,ht that in tie event Rome willbe sudden.
ly sunk, or dc stvoyed, by a fiery eruption. which is always ege
tended with earthquakes and convulsions, and that it will be-
come ever after complerely desnlate. as a-monument of God?s®
displeasure, like old Babylon, This Lonjectm’e is well found-
e¢d on the last of the 19th verses And sreat Babvion came in
% rememberance before God, to give unto her the cup of the
® wine of the fierceness' of his wrath.”  And from the eigh-
_teenth chapter, it is certainly. evxdent that Rome wili never
‘more be inhabite.l,
N I‘t'\p‘p ars fran Chap. xtey 20, that this: te\'rth!e b'\tt!e will
be fought near tne city, and that the slanghtr will bz inconi
eeiva )lv great. ¢« And the winepress was trodden without
& the city, and the blood came out of the winepress, even un~~
« tothe horse-bridies for the space of u-thousand six huhdred
“ furlmg's or 200 mxlea ~Alsorthe innwmerable. multitude
that will be slain are painted in high colours, by the Angel
_erying to the fowls of ¢ 1eaven “ o gather’ tla‘naelveq tr)'ve-
Rl ther, that. they miglht €at of tlie Resh of kin: sy and of cap-
% tains, and of nrighty men, and of horses, and of the:n whh
¥ saton them, and the flesh of all men, free and bound, anci
% great and small.” *
“ 'This will proba‘)ly be t‘lv Iast battln that ever wi Ib° fou ht,
fand the last time evei human blood will be shed. Thc ohd
D\‘agon. the Devilyand Satar, will be bound 3 and-from hence
‘the gospel will purge away the relicks of popery, and go on to
call in "the Jews, and will extend all over the face of the
‘earth, and the whole world will live in perfect peace, under
‘the blessing of God, fora thoisand years.~The conflict will
‘be hard'; but the victory wiltbe glorieus.

o -——n@ﬂ'-—- ,
SECTION IX.

- The Zast persecutior. seon to commences *

- We evidently see, or I am much mistaken, that the prog-
nostics and flagrant indications of Furope, strongly confirm
"\he explanation T have given, and the calculation I have made
from the statement of the prophet Daniel, and anounce the
final overthrow of Antichrist, a lingering consumption hasin-
fected the Pope of Rome eversince the vear 1517. And al-
tho’ by augtd medical course snd astrict repimen, and ac-
. tive cathartics, the symptoms have heen less and more alevi-
ated, yet the viscera of his empire is evidently incurable. And
since the year 1304, the diseasc has changed the type, and
. bosaffected the civi’ nerves of his kingdom. the sympioms now

®stify the rapid prorgess of the dlsease, and stropgly indicate
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the spcedy approach.ofthe fatal crisis. The papal.partof Eue
rope have:beeniin a s de of convulsion these twenty years,
and now the convulsive symptoms bmgm to extend across
- the boundaries of the Turkish empire,

~MWe have been longing for peace in Europe for many years.
We want {rec. commetrce with ail the ports beyond the ocean.
YWe have Leen trying all our art to hring our trade and flag, to
berespected. We earrerly catch at Lluropean news, in hopcs to
be blessed with more 1avorable advices, But, alas,all husheen
#n vain,  Sometimes our Gazettes have pleased our fancy,
-with a hopeful prospectof accommodations between the bellx-
gzrents of Furope ; but still our hopes Lave. been blasted in
the issue, and we hcar nothing authenuc, but new eruptions,
~blockades, the victories and hloody conquests of Napoleon,
the captuvc of vessels, and the munguvres of fleets ang
armies. Bat accor ding to my explanation of the propnemes,
we will loek in'vain for peace these 36 years, Times will
get.worse and warse, and biood and sjaughter will mark the
columus of our advices from L, urope, until the seventh Vial
ia poured out,’ to tinish the plagues of God upau the whore of
Bubylon, Bonopal' e hasthe prediction on his 'side, and Lng- |
‘Jand with all her Erawess and invincible navy, will waste her
m’nc, and treasure, in attemptmq to oppose his Lonquests; and
in my n;.,nnor\, gecording to this propliecy, nothing could be.
more; xmpoum than for the United States of America, to cn-
gape in war with uy of the kingdoms beyond the atlantic.
 Butthe distyess and trauble. of these 36 years, will pot. only
Le great in Eyprojpe, in cousequence of wars and commotiong,
but also, we find, on 2 carveful examiination of the prophecy,
“that there will be the most prievous persecution that everthe
church experienced. Antichrist will slay more at his death,
than in any part.of Lis life. "This appesus evident from Rev.
xiy and as this is a matterof the Jast i impertunee to the church,
1 will take a criicol view of this part of the prophccy
~ Ver. 1.% And there was ;,wu) me areed hke unto a rod,
¢ Andthe angel stood, saying, rise, and meagure the temple of
“ God und the altor and them who worship therein.”  The
temple of God means, the true and christian, rhmch, and the
wonshlpers mean, true christians, who worship God accord-
ing to his word, the only ruie by which our bummcms, and
practice ought to be measured, ‘as the Bible is the only rule
of faith ung pructice. 1 he reed MERNS 4 cane oy strip, marked
v.nh feet jnu inches dine o C adpenter’s rule.

Ver. 2.+ Lut the court that js without the temple, leave
“ out, and measure it not; tor it is giver to the Gentiles.,” The
VUler court meauns \he papd church, or thc wicked worship
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w@?ﬁome, which is not measured or regulated. by the warm
God. The Gentiles, in this place, mean the- whole clen of -
.roman _catholics, whe, ' altho’ they profess to worship Ged,
-yet their worship of images, saints, and relicks, &c. is no bet>
ter than the old heathen idolatry. They are therefore ¢alled
-Gentiles, or heathens. % And the holy city shall they tread
* under foot, forty.and two months.” “The holy eity means,
the true religion, or the true worship -of God, or the true
worshipers of God, thcsame as ¢ the temple, andthe altar,”
viz. the, pcople and the ministers-of the true-church.—Their
being troden under foot means, persecuted, and kept under,
by Antichrist, viz. the outer court, and the Genules, Popez;
.gardinals, and:all paplsts.

- *Wer, 3, % And I will give power unto fay “two witnesses,!’
“©r, 1'will be gracious te my two witnesses. The two wite
‘messes ave, the temple,.and the altar, the people, and the.
finisters of Christ, who, in the ages of j popery, shall bear
testimony to - the tr uth, against papal worsbip, and whe will
{0 .a . thousand instances suffer .as martyrs forthe cause of
(..hust, (the word martyr, means a'tvitness) . And they. shall. -
A prophec; »” that is, bear their testithony against pog,xsh €r-
-t’ors, and preach, and maintain,.the true doctrines of the gos.

¢« A theusand two hundred aiid-three score duys.” This

means the same time as forty two months, (ver. 2,) in which
‘the holy city shall be trodden down by the Gertiles, the papal
power. (Luké xxi.24.) The seuse is, that Antichrist should
reign 1260 years, takmg one day:for a year, during whichk
tinie of papal idolatry, God would-preserve a remnant whe'
~should hold fast to the truth, and:testify against errors, and
the true church should.mourn over the superstition of the
times, as it were clothed in sackcloth,.the galbof mou?mrg,
emblematical'of distress,-trouble and persecution.

Ver. 4, 5. 6, Means the -divine providence, and grace of
God, preserving his true gospel; .and worship, in spite of al}
opposition. & in the midst of persecunon, notniraculously,but
by the force of gospel truth. They ko mean the thx'catn‘ings
and denunciations of the gospel ugainst infidelity.

V. 7,¢ Andwhen they (the two witnesses) shall have finishe
“ ed lh( ir testimony.” It should be.rendered,-shall be about
firishing theiv testimony. Thatis, at the latter end of the
1260 yeurs, alittle before the fal! of the Pope. Note.” There
are only 36 ycars of these 1260 to come, according tolhe
statement of Daniel ; therefore this time is to-come at the late
ter end of these 36 years, and whoever lives to see it, espes

c.ally if be lives in Europe, will see a drcadful time. ¢ The

4 beass that ascended-out of the boliomless v it.”  Now, coms-
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}are this with Th. ix, 11. ¢ And they (viz, the locusts, the Ma-

-~ homaetans, or Turks,) bad a king over them, the angel of the

——— e

— —

* boriom{ess f:it whe—in the Greek tongue tath the nume Aol
# lyon.'”(Sect. 6.) Compare it also with Chap. xvii, 8. * The
¢ heast thut thou sawest, was, and is not, and shall ascend

- ¢ out bl rhe bortomlessi pir .’ And I'wi] leave it to my reader

- to determine for himself, which of thése tvio will be the per.
-secuter-of the chiurch. ‘The first-will be the king, or rulery
-over the Turks, who will have the name /fiollyon, or after
“the French mode Mofiolcon.  The second will be the Pope,
+‘who 1s called the beast. Y therefore ask, is nat the Pope re-
-duced urndei®the powerof Napoléon? He, therefore, could
. possibly have ne power to persecute, but under the power and
influence of Mufioleon. 1t is unreasonable to suppose that

ever the Pope will regain his fermer ppwer, because it would

“be counteracting the sovereign order % dispensation of Gody

for~the papal power to regain the strength of the kingdom,
after the seat of power was shaken by the fifth Vial. So that

- the Pope ‘will never be able topersccute the church againby his

ewn power cr authority. ‘But if Mufioicon be the emperor of
Gauli, and king of Italy, and ‘master of Constantinople, cithee
in his own person, er in his successor, no man ‘on earth will

1 “have.power-to persetute the church but himself; therelore,

granting these things, Mpoleon must bethe very mon, under
wlom, this last dreadful-persecution will be carried on, But
fet us put the whole three verses together, and then I suppose
the truth ‘will come out fair and clear, an:d the scnse will be
this ; Nupoleen or his successor, will act by his own sovereign
authority as emperor of Gaul, and king of Italy, and profes-

. ~sed master of the Mahometans, or Turks ; and the Pope wild

act under him, and so the Dragon will give his pover to the

. “Beast, and both €o-operate to crush the church of Christ —

The Russian campaign will, no doubt tell us more about it
sometime hence. ¢ The beast—shzil make war against
4 them.” ‘That is, rise up, against the withesses, the true

- churgh, « And overcome them, and kill them.” Although

{
|

!
|

|

4

- "God has been pleased to preserve his true church thro’ all the
. ‘persecutians of Europe, for 1777 years from the day of Pen-

tecost to this day, yet‘lre will now give her up into the hands
~@f Antichrist, in a great degree, for a little season. 1, with
Agreat submission hope, this relags to the church in Europe
“only. I hope also the church of Scotland wiil find mercy.~
And 1 hope America will be a thankful by-stander, rejoicing

- herliberty, both civil and religicus, while she drops a sym-

"
4

[pathetic tear over the dead bodies of her sister churchies, be~
‘yond the Adlantic, |
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~Ver. 8,9, 10. These verses show.us the relentless fury of
- this last persecution, and the short dismal triumph of the ene-
mies of Christ over the church. May God grant patience
ard faith, to stand the fiery trial, T
Ver, 11. ¢ And after three days and an half, the Spirit'of -
« life from God entered into them, and they stood upon-their
“ feet~eAnd they ascended up to heaven in a -cloud, &c.*”
(Ver. 12.) This means a reviving time which will unexpect-
~edly return. The witnesses ascending to heavenaeans, the
churca being taken again under the peculiar;protection of
God, and blessed with his grace and presence. |, =
Some very, respectable authors, Mr. Daubuz, Mr. Waple,
and after them the very sensible and judjcious Mr. Lowman,
think, that three days and an half, mean three 'years-and an
half of days, and so counting those.days for years, they take
in the whole 1260 years of the prophesying of the witnesses.
But' this must be an -instance of a very vague calculation in
those very sensible men. Weerhave sufficient scripture.authos
rity for reducing years, and months, and weeks into days,
-gnd then counting a- year-for every day, but we-haveno au-
thority for first counting a day for a year, amd then reducing
the year into days: and-then counting the days of:that year
for years again, this would be too extravagant to be admitted.
Not only so, but it.contradicts the palpable meaning. of the
_seventh verse, which evidently proves that this persecution
will not begin until the witnesses ¢ will be about finishing
¥ their testimony.” I therefore think-with Bishop Newton,
Mr. Scott, and others, that the total silence of the church, at
the close of this horrible persecution, will last enly three
years and six months;-or a short time, and that it must take
place just before the:commencement of the fatal stroke tobe
given to Antichrist. -Because it will close with the clgse of
the second woe. : o
Ver. 13. % And the same hour.” That is at. the .sane time
of the resurrection, and exaltation of the witpesses, “ there
“ was a preat earthquake.” An earthquake in prophetic style -
mears a revolution. So a grand revelution will necessarily
take place, when the dead church ef Christ will rise again to’
honor and glory. ¢ And the tenth part of the city fell, and’
“ seven thousand menwere slain.”” Inthe Greek it is, seven’
thousand names-of men.  Wsuppose, meaning principle, or’
Jeading men, who had.a hund in exeeuting the persecuting:
edicts against the church. Commentators give-but little sa-".
tisfaction on this verse. ~ For my part, I cun see’ no reasgif®
wiiy we should not admit the litersl sense, even of areal earthe
quake and a number of 4eading. men slain-by-the- fall.efthe.

\
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tenth part, or a considerable part of the city of Rome. There
- have been many parts of the prophecies fulfilled literally, and
unless Wwe take this part literaliy, weé.cannot easily under-
- stnd it.  This conjecture appears the move probable, when
wr consider that the time ih which it is to happen, will be but
“very shortly before the total ovérthrow of Rome ; ‘and also
When it is stated in history that the ground admcentto Rome,
Isofa sulphnrmm and bituminous nature, subject hrerupuon
and that even in the city itself, there have been some instan-
cos of fiery explosions, in which several buildings were de-
* stroyed.  This sudden earthquake killing numbers, and de-
stroying a great part of the city, will alarm and frighten the
- Pesty, andl constrainy them, -on a sudden, to acknow}edge the
hand Of God.

Ver. 14.  The second woe is past ; behold, the third woe
% cometh quickly.” Thethird woe will instantaneously suce
ceed the sccond ; and the seventh Angel (ver. 15.) will'intro-
‘duce it with the seventh trumpet, and’it will be executed
under the seventh Vial. Here the seventh trumpet, and the
third wee, and the seventh Vial, will all come together, and
~prodace the most horrid scene that ever was known ; and wilt
Iast but-a short time. The first woe lasted from the year 622
to‘the vear 734; duriny the Mahometan ecmpire. The second
woe commenced with the invasion by the Turks, or the Otto-
rians, when they hecamé master of Constantinople, in the
year 1453, and will continue until the Turkish empire:be
overturned. This is in futnrz ; and consequently we cannot
judge by events, but only by prophecy, and therefore we
speak modestly.

In the prophecy of the invasion of the Turks, it is sald,
((,hap ix, 15.) ¢ And the foutrangels,” the eastern kings, be-
yond the Euphrates, and bounded by the river, % were losed,’’
s€t out on their campaign ammst the Saracens, or Mahome-
tans, ¢ which were prepared,’”” appointed of God, as a scourge
to the church, *“ for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a
“year.” According to the style of prophecy, a year is 360,
~ a month is 30, whiclh is 390, and a day 1s onec, viz., 391, and
arr hour is. the 24th of 360, which is 15 days; so that the
_ Turkish empire is to last 351 yearsand 15 days : which from
the time they took Lonstantmo‘ple 1453, will end in the year
1844, or rather 1845 counting the 15 days, which will throw
the date into the beginning ot the next year, which will-close
two years before the commencement of the ‘\dnllemvum, ace
cording to the vulgur zra, whlch, as I have shewn in my cal-
culations, antidates the scripture account one year. Conses
rfucntly the second woe will Jast unul the year 1844 or 5
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‘w}.\.en tfné_third woe, and the seventh trumpet and the seventh |
Vial wil immediately. commence together ; .and will last on~.
ly twoyears. Inthis time thearmies ofthe kings of all the |
earth will be gathered together to fight the bloody, and final |
battle, as T have already described ; which will close the time ; {‘s
of the vision, and cleanse the sanciuary, as.Daniely.a poor cap..' |
tuve Jew, has told \18'22‘63 years ago. . . = ,!

- And now, as Christ bimself said, relative to the destruction
9!‘ Jerusalem, with solemn reverence, and an unshaken faith
in the boly bible, I say, in the nume of-Christ, to the church,
4 WATCH. This generatian shall not pass away until all
“ these things be fulfiled. = And there be some standing here |
“ who will not taste of Deathy’iiil they.have seen the kingdgm !
“ of God eqme with power.” EEE

€ONCLUSION.

Tha time, of persecution is coming apuce, the gibbet, the -
wheel, and the . burning stake is yet. and soon, to try our .
_i;@xth.gnd patience, Iouppose-the church, after such a long -
respite of pesce. and liberty.of conscience, will feel it hard,
& shoeking, to have to tand the test cfGire and faept.. Some
of her rickety, puny children, and also some of herorthodox
sticklers for old forms and creeds, will need some of the
simple easy doctrines of faith, and the simple promises of
Christ, according to the gospiel plan to help them to ascend:
the scaffold. It is casy to be christians, when religion walks.
in credit, and safety ; but we will soon have to fofsake fathery,
and mother, and wife, and children, and_house, and lands, &
even our awn lives for Christ’s sake, and the gospels. Itis.
therefore time for us to give diligence to make our calling
and election sure, and to put on ihe whole armour ol God, that -
we may be able to stand fast in the day of inal. Every man
who expects tolive twenty or thirty years longer, and luve the
Redeemer’s cause and kingdom, 2nd wishes well to his ewn
soul, ought to prepare to end his days, by giving an honoura. .
ble testimony to the truth of the christian religion. Ged has
both warned, and encouraged, addressed our hopes and fears,.
and we are not to be inattentive te his praphetic declarations,.
and if we should mistake in our calcuiatigns, let us be sure ta
crr on the safe side. We mav expect Christ to come as a.
“thief, and blesscd is that servant whom, when his Logd come
cth he will find watching. B
 This admonition is net mine, I will,give it in verdo Magis-
tri, in the words of the Lord himself. I will therefore call
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;s,[th"e« attention of my reader to the 14th chaptet,” where we
{'have a pointed prophetic address, relative to this- very time
: of persecution. _ \

Ver. 9, 10.% And the thifd angel followed them, saying,
“or spéaking; with a loud voice,” that the whole world might
héar attentively, “ saying, If any man worship the ‘beast and"
“his image, and receive his mark in his foretiead; gor in his
hand.” That is, give up his relizion, and side witlt¥he cause
of Antichrist. % The same shall drin’ ofthe wine of the wrath
“of Gotly which is poured out withomt mixture (of mercy)
*into the cup of his indizmation.”. A4 they who in faith and
patience suffer martyrdom for the cause of the gospel, shall
receive the most honorable erown of glery, of all the servants -
of Christ ; so those who are fearful and unbelieving, and flinch

from the fiery trial, and refuse to acknowiedge him before-
men, may expect to be punishex] with ‘the utmost severity,
“ And hgshall be tormented iith fire, and brimstone in the
“ presence of the holy angels, and-in the presence of the
“lamb.” Inthe view of the Saviour whom he haddespised,
and in the sightofthe happiness of heaven, as an augmenta.
tion of his torments, &c. ver. 1. | o -
"In ver. 12,-i€is said, ¢ Herc is the patience of the saints
% Hcre.are they.who keep ‘the commandments of- God, and
- the faith of JEsus.~ This verse is an easy; and beautifuly*
and very affecting traunsition from a view of the horrid state
of apostates, to the suffering state of the faithful martyrs of
Christ. The word faith in this verse not only means the surs
render of the -heart to Christ. according to the terms of the
gospel, but also, and-especiaily, a steady coafidence in Chuist.
and a firm, and unshaken attachment to his cause. The-word,:
pitienge, moans, the submissive teniper cf a sufferiny mar-
tyr, and the sense is. These times of- violent persecutinny,
will give a glo:ious display of the confidence, and vhe patient-
sufferings of these, who ave interested in Christy, «nd supe
ported by kis divine grace and powery and enabled to park
with all that is dear to them, at this divine command.” Then
follow thebenediction, |
 Ver - 13,.% And I hearda voice from heaven.” Not from .
the angel, but from God himself. ¢ Saying unto me, write.”
Commanding the Apostle to record it carelnlly, and particu-
larly, in the holy word of infallible truth, ¢ Blessed are the.
¢ dead whodie in the Lord.” This pronounces eternal bless.
edness on all those who die interested in Chyist, letdeath ap.
pear in whatever ¥ ", “From benceforth.”  The word
from henceforth has greatly puzzled commentators,- because
it has always been the case, that believers have been biesscd
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after death Hut T confess [ can see no dxﬂ%cu!ty it T aps
- prehend the wholedifficulty has arisen from toc great inattens

ion to the reneral design, of the passage accm*dmg to the
scope and connection,

It would be very easy tb understand the passagc ifit' were:
trarislated thus, % The dcad who died in the Lord ére blessed
¥ from thit time, yea, saith the:spirit,-because they shall rest
' labours, and their works follow them.”

By this verse God intended, ‘as it were, to write a solemty;:
and a  very encom'agmq epitahh on the dcad bodies of his faith-
ful witnesses';’ to-encourage” his' people to stand firmly in the
day of persecutmn. We are not to understand this versey
as metely containing snnple gospel doctrines ; but as an en-
couragitig” prediction of this final persecution ; when death-
will be the only place of safety, and happmess. for those who-
will not worship the beast, nor'receive bis-mark ; and this
Kappy state is to be taken by way of contr ast with the miser
. able state of those who apostatize” from the pmfessx -of the
gospel, when persecution drises. This vicw of the passage -
- gives it a-grand sublinsty, and while we on the one hand look
for a fievy trial, we are intited to prepare for it, and also en--
'courugcd to abide the cotrsequences. C#n we notbe happy
in the expectation of dying for Christ, when he, by solemn
promise, engages that we' sh«!l not lose the glorious reward.

This very *hrmg has made the apostles of the Lord rejoice.
that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name,
~ &hasksince induced many a faithful martyr to ceurt the honours
ef a bummg stake. And we, when we hear the spiv it of Christ
pronouncing, * Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord,”
will we not, mth unshaken faith, sm , while the torch-is.
kindling, and rejoice to fly to Leaven in a fiery hariot ! Glo-
rious, awful Umes indeed ! But the man who flies his colours,
and proves traitor in the hour of conflict, may indeed get a
" little respite, and live a little longerin this world of trouble ;
but at last he must bear the wrath of God, poured out thhout
mixture in the cup of his mdxgnauon. He who is ashamed
of me, says Christ, and of my words in tbls wicked generatirn,
of him will I be ashamed when F come in my Father’s glory,
and of the holy angels. Butit is evident. from scripture that
Cod will honor the man who honors him. We feel ourse!ves
enraptured with.delight to hear the Siviour saz, ¢ T'o him
“ who oveit ometh, will 1 grant to sit down with me on my
“ throne, even as [ al<o overcame and-am set down with my
“ Father on his throne.”

Aunother circumstauce greatly encourages the cliureh. Al
tho' the day be dark, and the church is to lie dead for three

. ’
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~Gdys and an hall, vet the time is short, and a long tinc of pros-
perity ensues. The enemies indeed will have a short tri-
umph. . But let them triumph. Let them sing 7'¢ Deum in
their chapels, and let-them send gifts one to-another ; but le*.

‘us, my reader, remember-that.gither sorrow or jey, which

=-»)asts\kat for a toment, is not worth a thought ; the end of
°f n does.endiis always soirrow, and the end of gorrow is

,always Joy i but if they must end, give me the sorrow that
.ends with joy. I cansuffer aiittle while with pleasure, when
~ immortal glory is the reward, Let fools and worshipers of

the beast, rejoice with a transitory. empty pleasure ; when I
rejoice I must have joy substantialy which will last forever,

;- How gloriously trivmphant did our Savjour rise .after lying
‘three days in'the grave, and how gleriously triumphant wili

the church arise after herdead Lody has lain in the streets of
-Babylon

1Bu‘ to.conclude. Let us prepare for death that we may be
ready, let it come in what shape it may. Let us believe in
(,hust, and so secure our eternal interest. ‘Let us get our

. sins paxdoned by faith in bis blood, and let us obtain from
-him the s.nctification of our seuis. ‘Then when we dic we
will-die in the Lord, and be blessed forever., Amen.

FINIES
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