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- 'To the Reverend
M. THOMAS GIBBOLNS

In LonDoN®™

" Reverend and dear S I R,

| ~S a publick Monument of the -

| 4 deferved Friendfhip I flill re-

tain for you, tho’ a wide-extended

| Ocean rolls between us, permit me

9 to prefent to the Public the follow-

‘ ing plain popular Difcourfe through
our Hands.

It was firft preached to a crowd-
ed Auditory, a little after the open-
ing of a Place of Worthip, in a Coun- -

where I was not wont to of-
ficiate ; and where a Diffenter was
gazed at, by fome, as a curious, and
by

* For a Reafon eafy to be imagined the Editor has
not given the Public the whole Dedication ; but fo much
of it’as relates to the Author’s own Account of the Ser-
mon, and his particular Views inifs Publication, was very
%ropcr to attend the Difcourfe inso the World; and the
ditor acknowledges that he was unwilling to deny him-
felf the Pleafure of its being known, wherever this Sermon

may be read, that he is honoured with Mr. Duwies’s
intimate Friendfhip.



iv.  The Dedication.
by others, as an horrendous Pheno-
menon. 'This will account for the
Cawution and Apology ufed in {ome
Parts of it ; which would be need-
lefs among my familiar Hearers.
The following Difcourfe was fo
acceptable to fundry of the Hearers,
that I cannot but hope a gracious
and fovereign God, who has fome-

times condefcended to {natch Souls ™ -

as Brands out of the Burning, even
by my feeble and unskilful Hands,
was pleafed to blefs it to them ; and
that their Approbation was not an
empty Applaufe, but founded upon
-the folid Advantage they received
from it. With fome Hopes, that the
fame Divine Blefling may follow it

into the Hands of others, on both.
Sides the A¢lantic, 1 now: venture it

into the World, in its original unor-
namented Simplicity.
In this Publication, Sir, I have a

p,articular View togratify thofeP_‘riends '
- of mine, in Great-Britain, and par--

ticularly



The Dedication. v

particularly in your Mesropolis, who
were pleafed to requeft the Publica-
tion o? fundry of my Sermons, which
they heard from my Lips. And a-
mong the firft of thefe, I muft place
your dear Congregatxon whofe ge-~
nerous Partiality “for an dmerivan
* Stranger rendered his occafional Mi+
niftrations fo popular among them 3 3
"and for whom he ftill retains fo much
of a pafleral Heart, when returned
to his native Wildernefs.

May your Labours among them,
my worthy Friend, be extenfive-
ly ufeful!" May your Opportuni-
ties and Capacities for public Service
be increafed! May the Bleflings of
this Life, and the more refined Plea—
fures of Religion ‘render your Pil-
grimage thro’ this World eafy and
delightful ! And when you have long
and fuccefsfully ferved your Divine
Mafter, and your Generation, ‘may
your Ex:it be glorious and trium-
phant ! ---Thefe are the Prayers and

 Withes'
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Wifhes of my Heart for you ; which
I am not afhamed to avow in

the Face of the World ; and with-

which, I hope often to meet you at

~ the Throne of Grace 3 which, in one
of your Letters, you - cmphatlcally'

call < our common Center.”” Such
let it ftill be, ’till we meet before the
Throne of Glory; the Center of uni-
verfal Attra&ion to all the Children
~of :God, that are {cattered abroad
over this guilty Globe ; whither they
are all unammouﬂy tendlng, not-
withftanding thofe Party-Diftinétions,

and a thoufand other Things, which

would give, or feem to give, their
Motion a contrary Direction.

ITam, S1R, |
Your mb]? affettionate Brother,

and bumble Servant,

. SAMUEL DAVIES.

Hanover in Virginia,

© April 1, 1757



Rowm. ix. 22, 23.

—— The Veffels of Wrath rFiTTED to
Deflruttion. And — the Veffels of
Mercy, which HE HAD AFORE PRE-
PARED unto Glory.

SHE true Notion of the prefent
24 World is, that it is a State of
o Preparation for another, and
therefore, fuch as we habitually
=} are here, fuch fhall we be for

' ever. Mankind are now fortn-
ing, like Clay in the Potter’s Hands, fome for
Honour, and fome for Difhonour; fome for
Wrath, and fome for Glory. And as the Pot-
ter does not put his Veflels to their refpective
Ufes, ’till they are finithed, and prepared for
them ; fo neither are Men removed from the
prefent State, and fixed in their refpective Re-
fidences in the eternal World, ’till they are
prepared, finifbed, and compleatly fitted for them.
The Veflels of Mercy are prepared before-
hand for that Glory, with which they fhall
be filled. And, on the other Hand, the Vef-
: fels

¢
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fels of Wrath are fitted to Deftru@ion, and it
for nothing elfe, before they are dathed to
Pieces by the iron Rod of Divine Juftice.
- Tt is a Criticifm worthy to be mentioned,
even in this folemn Place, where I never chufe
to make a Parade of ufelefs Learning, that
the. Apoftle ufes a different Form of Expref-
fion, when fpeaking of thefe different Sor
of Perfons. The Preparation of the Veflels of
Mercy for Glory, he afcribes to God, as bis
Work. Hence he ufes an afsve 4 Verb,. re-
ferring exprefsly to God as the Agent---<¢ the
“ Veflels of Mercy, which He had afore
¢« prepared unto Glory.” But the fitting or
preparing the Veflels of Wrath for Deftruc-
tion, he does not afcribe to God, but inti-
mates, that it is tbeir own Work. Hence he
ufes a paffive I Participle~- « the Veflels of
¢ Wrath fitted to Deftrultion”—-fitted by their
own wilful Sin and Impenitence, during the
Long-fuffering of God towards them, which
had a Tendency to lead them to Repen-
tance. : .

¢ Ve[lels of Wrath” ]--- how terribly em-
phatical is this Phrafe ? Veflels dreadfully ce-

pacious of divine Wrath! to be filled to the

Brim with that burning Liquid! But how
beautifully fignificant is the Metaphor,-—
«« Veffels of Mercy” ! Veflels formed, prepared,
finithed, adorned by the gentle and fkillful
. ~ Hand

+ me‘ro@anv 1 wpriopdia.



and the Veffels of Wrath delineated, &c. ¢

Hand of Divine Mercy! Veflels capacious of
Mercy ;5 and to be flled, to overfiowr, with
Glory !
.. The gracious and fovereign God, who
might juftly have dathed thefe Velfels of
Wrath to Pieces, affoon as ever they became
marred Clay in his plaftic Hands, endures or
bears with them, writh much Long-fuffcring, as
well as with the Veflels of Mercy : bears with
them, as Hehas with you, for Days, for Months,
and Years, notwithftanding their daring Provo-
qations, and ungrateful Abufe of his Patience ;
which nothing but divine Patience could bear
with fo long. But all this Time, they contract-
¢d more and more Filth and Pollution ; they
became every Day lefs fit for their Mafter’s
Ufe ; and rendered themfelves more and more
fit for Deftruion, and fit for nothing elfe.
And fhall thefe Veffels of Wrath aniwer
no valuable Ufe in the great Houfe of the
Univerfe ? Will they ferve to furnifb out no
Apartment of this vaft Building ? Will they be
pr no Ufe in this numerous Family of reafon-
- able Creatures? Yes; they will furnifth out
the Regions of Hell ; a Place as neceflary and
ufeful in the Univerfe, as it is now conftitu-
ted, as Prifons and Bedlams upon Earth,
They -will ferve as publick and terribly illu-
ftrious Monuments of the Divine Power and
Juftice,” and the righteous Refentments of
-Heaven againft Sin. They will ferve as loud
Warnings to all Worlds, to deter them from
that del%ru&ive Evil. And thus they will
R B an{wer

o



to The Veﬂé}s of Mercy,

anfwer a valuable, and even a Zenewvalent End,
in the Creation, and. contribute to the. Publie
Good ; as the Execution of Criminals tends
to guard the Laws from Violation, and f pro-
mote the Good of Society. ‘They will fetve,
as my Text informs you, ¢ to_fbew the Wrath,

and make known the Power,” of God. Their' -

Deftru¢tion will illuftrioufly difplay the Glory
of thefe Perfetions. The Flames of Hell
will burn dreadfully bright, to refle& a ters
rible, and yet amiable, Splendour upon them.
And it is for this terrible, but righteous Exd,
among others, that God now endures them:
with fo much long-fuffering, that his Perfec
tions, and the Honour of his Government,
may be the more illuftrioufly difplayed, in the’
Execution of deferved Punifhment upon them.
But the Veflels of Mercy are intended and
prepared for nobler Ufes. ~ On them God in-
tends to difplay the Glory, the Riches of the
Glory of his more gentle Attributes, his Love
and Grace. With them He intends to furnifh
out the many Manfions of his heavenly Houfe.
By them He intends to let all Worlds fee,
what glorious Veflels He can form, not only
of the Duft, but of the fhattered and polluted
Fragments of human Nature, broken and pol-
luted by the Fall of /4dum, and by their own.
The View in which I now confider my

Text leads me to confine myfelf to this prac-

tical Enquiry.
Wherein does Preparation for Glory, and
wherein does Fitnefs for Deftruétion, confifp?
. . Some



and the Vefels of Wrath, delincared, &c. 11

"Some of you, perhaps, when you heard the
Tt;xt, were ftruck with Horron, and teady to
blefs yourfelves at the Sound: for ¢ now,
you tho’t within yourfelves, we thull have
Sermon upon the horrendous Dedtiine of Pre-
deftination.” But you fee, 1propofe to con-
fider the Text entirely in a_praffical View;
and therefore your Fears are imaginary. \(,
do I chufe to confider it in thi. View, to lt
you fee with what Dexterity 1 can cviide the
genuine Senfe of it, and make a mental Re-
fervation of a Doctrine fo unpopular : but be-
caufe, whatever elfe the Text in its Connec-
tion may mean, it does naturally lead me to
this grand Enquiry; and becaufe my prefent
Defign is to fpeak to your Ilearts about an
Affair which you are all concerned and capa-
bl¢ to know ; and not to perplex your Minds
with a Controvcrfy, of which not many of you
are competent Judges. I muft own, indecd,
I am not altogether a Sceptic in that Dodirine.
It is not an entire Blank in my Creed. Nor
am I athamed to declare my Sentiments in a
proper Time and Place. At prefent I fhall
only tell you thatl cannot be perfuaded God
has made fuch 2 World as this, without fr/?
drawing the Plan of it in his own omnifcient
Mind. I cannot think He would produce
fuch a numerous Race of reafonable and im-
mortal Creatures, without firft determining
what to do with them. 1 cannot think the
Events of Time, or the judicial Proce(s of the

“laft Day will furpith Him with any new In-

B 2 telligence
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telligence to enable Him to determine the
final States of Men more juftly than He could
from Eternity.—But away with all controver-
fial Tho'ts at prefent; and let an Obje&"of
more Importance engrofs all your Attention :
for you will find, I am not now going to
plunge and drown you in this unfathomable
Depth. This you may be fure of, that, if you
have not made yourfelves fit for Deftruction,
and fit for nothing elfe, by your own wilful
Sin, you fhall never be doomed to it by Vir-
tue of any Decree of God. And on the other
Hand you may be equally fure that He never
“decreed to admit you into Heaven, unlefs you
are prepared for it ; nor to exclude you, if you
are fo—— I now proceed to the grand En-
quiry, '

Wherein does Preparation for Glory, and
wherein does Fitnefs for Deftruction confift ? ---
This will naturally lead me to enquire into your
habitual Difpofitions and Behaviour : for it is
by comparing thefe to the Nature and Quality
of the Regions of Heaven and Hell that you
can difcover wbich you are fit for. If your
Temper and Difpofitions be beavenly and di-
vine, you may be fure you fhall be admitted
into thofe blefled Manfions. But if, on the
other hand, your Temper and Difpofitions be
infernal and diabolical, if they be fuch as are
prevalent and univerfal in Hell, you may be
equally fure, that, unlefs they are changed,
you will be doorned forever to that difmal Re~
gion. This muft, methinks, appear cvident

: to



and the Veffels of Wrath, delineated, &c. 13

to common Senfe. The righteous Judge of
all the Earth will always invariably do that
which is fiz. Ifyou are fit for the Enjoyments
and Services of Heaven, you need not fear but
he will admit you. Never yet has fuch a Soul
been excluded. And what can you reafonably

defire more? Would you have Heaven encum-

bered with fuch, as could not be happy, even
in the very Regions of Happinefs, for Want
of a proper Relith for the Enjoyments there ?
But if you are fi# only for the infernal Prifon,
is-there not a Propreety, as well as Juftice, in
your being eonfined there ?- the fame Proprie-
ty, as that Madmen fhould be thut up in Bed-
lam, or notorious Criminals in a Dungeon ?---
Therefore,

1. Are you fit for Heaven 2--Do you love and
delight in God, in a God of infinite Purity ?
If not, the Enjoyment of his Prefence, and
the beatific Vifion of his Face, which is the
principal Ingredient of heavenly Happinefs,
could afford no Happinefs to you. Do you
delight in the Service of God, in contempla-
ting his Glories, in celebrating his Praifes,
and in the humble Forms of Worfhip in his
Church on Earth? Do thefe afford you the
moft exalted Pleafure ? if not, Heaven is no
Place for you: for thefe are the eternal Exer-
cifes there: and to fuch of you as have no
Pleafure in them, the heavenly State would
be an eternal Drudgery. Do you delight in
Holinefs ? if not, what would you do in the

Region of Holinefs ? Alas! to you it woull)d
¢



14  The Fefels of Merey, .

be an unnatural Element. Are .the Saznts,
thefe whom the World perhaps calls fo with a
Sneer, becaufe they make it their great Bufi-
nefs to be holy in all Manner of Converfation,
are thefe your favourite Companions? is their
Society peculiarly delightful to you? And are
they the more agreeable to you, by haw much
the more holy they are? If not, what would
you do.among the holy Inhabitants of Hea.
ven ! With what Pleafure could yoy mingle
in Society with them, while your Femper and
theirs are {o direitly contrary ? Are your Hearts
full of ardent Love and Benevolence to Manx
kind? if not, how would you breathe in-the
pure Element of perfe¢t Love? --- Without
fuch Difpofitions as thefe, you are ne mere fit
for Heaven, than a fick Man for a Feaft, a
Swine for a Palace, or a blind Man to view
_the Splendours of the Sun: and therefore;
you may be fure, that God, who will never
do any Thing that is unfit, will not admit
you there, while you continue fuch as you

now are. _
You mutt alfo confider, that if you are fit for
pure and blefled Regions, it is GOD that has
made you fo, by his own almighty Power;
« He that hath wrought you for this felf-
fame Thing, is GOD ;" * and you have been
deeply fenfible, that the Work was indeed
bis, was Divine and Godlike, and beyond the
utmoft Efforts of your degenerate Nature,  Yiu
are able indeed to fit yourfelves for Deftruc»
tion : that you can eafily do : and zbat, af! a.gl
: raid,

* 2 Cor,v. 5.
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afraid, fome of you have effe@ually done al-
ready. Bat it is God alone that can make you
fit for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light.
And have you ever bcen the Subjeéts of this
divine Operation? Have you ever felt the
Power of althighty Grace opening your blind-
ed Minds, breaking your ftony Hearts, and
melting them into Floods of ingenuous Sor-
rows, under the warm Beams of a Saviour's
Love, like Snow before the Sun? Have you
ever felt it fubduing your favourite Sins, and
making them more bitter to you than Death,
and implanting and cherithing cvery Grace
and Virtue in your Souls? Has the Holy Spi-
tit turned the prevailing Bent of your Souls to-
wards Holinefs, fo that you efteem it the
principal Ornament of your Nature, and make
it the Object of your eager Defires, and moft
vigorous Purfuit? Does Holinefs appear to
you ainiable in s#felf, and not only a Pre-re.
quifite to your Happinefs, but the principal
Ingredient of it ! And is Heaven itfelf the more
endeared to yon by this Confideration, that it
is the Regéon of pure ummingled Helinefs ; that
no unclean Thing can enter there; and that
even the Wy that leads to it, is by 2 If thefe
Things are not Matters of Experience with
you, you may be fure, you are not *“ gfore
prepared for Glory.”

Let us now take a View of the oppofite
Difpofitions, and we {hall make the {ame Dif-
covery. ----Suppofe your Hearts are fet upon
the. Enjoyments of this Life, as your principal

Happinefs :
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Happinefs: Suppofe you are chiefly folicitous
and .laborious to heap up Riches, or .to in-
dulge your fenfual Lufts.and Appetites ; {up-
pofe this be the ruling Paffion of your Souls’;
are you fit for Heaven? In. Heaven, there are
non¢ of thefe low. and fordid -Enjoyments-:
and what Pleafure would you have there, who
have a Tafte only for thefe Things?. You are
indeed fi to dig in the Earth, like Moles, and
fteal the Serpent’s Food : you are fit to {crape
up Riches: f# to wallow in the Mire of guilty
and debauched Pleafures : fi# to live in this
World, could you always make your. Refi-
dence in it: this grofs, impure, earthy Ele-
ment {uits your depraved Conftitutions. But
can you once imagine you are fi for- Heaven ;
fit to breathe in that pure falubrious Air; fit
to fhare in thofe refined and fpiritual En;oy-
ments, fit to join in the exalted Employments
of Seraphs, while this is your prevailing Tem-

r? furely no; and what then will become
of you ? The impure and grofs Region of this
World, fo agreeable to you, will not always
laft : and you will not probably live in it, as
ong as it does laft: but Death, ere long, will
tear you away from all that is dear to youw
under the Sun. And alas! whither then fhall
you go? where then fhall you take up your
eternal Refidence ?~--I leave you to paufc and
think upon it.

Suppofe the Service of God be a Wearinefs
to you, and the Thoughts of Him unwelcome

to your Minds: fuppofe your Hearts are full
: of
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- of angry malignant Paffions: in fhort, fup-

fe you love Sin more than Holineft, can you

atter yourfelves you arc fit for Heaven 7 Alas!

it would be as unnatural an Element to you,

as for a Fifh to live out of Water, or you to

live in it---But the farther Illuftration of this
will fall under the next Head. Therefore,

2. Enquire, Whether vour Temper and Dif-
pofition be not infernal and diabolical, and fuch
as renders you fif for Dc/lruétion, and for no-
thing elfe.---Are your Hearts deftitute of the
Love of God ? ¢ No, you anfwer, we thank
God, we have never been fo bad, as that
comes to.” Butif you love God, whence is
it that you have fo few affectionate Thoughts
of Him? that you do not ftudy to pleafe iim
in all Things, and delight in his Service ? If
you love God, how comes it that you do not
keep his Commandments, which is the grand
decifive Teft of Love? Alas! inftead of lo-
ving him are not your Hearts difaffected to
him ? As Evidences of this, may I not pro-
duce your Diflike to ferious Thoughts of him,
your Averfion to his Service, your Difregard
to his Will, as the Rule of your Condué, and
your headlong Propenfity to follow your own
Pleafure? Do not the Murmurings and Infur-
rections of your Hearts againft him and his
Difpenfations, your uneafy rebellious Spirit un-
der his Providences, your Averfion to hjs Ser-
vice, do not thefe fhew, that yon are really
difaffeCted to him? Now this is the very
Temper of Hell; this is the Conttituent of a -

C Dewvil ;
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Devil; the very worft. Ingredlent in that in-

fernal Compoﬁtlon And therefore, unlefs this
Temper be changed, you muft dwell with
Devils for ever. It isefit all the Enemies of
God fhould be fhut up together in one vaft
Prifon. It is unfit that Rebels and Traitors
fhould always run at large, or mingle with
loyal Subjets. Alas! Sirs, a Soul without
the Love of God, is devilized already, ripe ‘for
Deftruction, and fit for nothing elfe.

Again; are there not fome of you, who
have no Pleafure in Devotxon, no Delight in
converfing with God in his Ordinances } ? The
Pofture of humble Worthippers at the Throne
of Grace is not eafy and agreeable to you,
And hence you have prayerlefs Famllles, and
prayerlefs Clofets, and, if you join in public
Worfhip once a Week, it is a meer cuftomary
Formality. You cannot bear to wean your
Thoughts and Tongues from temporal Affairs
on the few Hours devoted to the Service of
God, tho’ they make up but one Day in feven,
You do not delight in rellgxous Converfatjon,
but it ftrikes you dumb, like the Man without
the Weddmor-Garment Well, in the infernal
Regions you 5 will have as little of this Exer-
cife 2s you could with. The Patient will then
be hopeléfs and incurable, and therefore no
farther Means will be ufed with him. Then

ou will be no more troubled with I rayers,
Bibles, Sermons, rehgxous Converfatiop,  or
the tedious Hours of the Lord’s Day. And,

fince you have no Tafte for fuch Exexmfes? is.

it

o
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it not fif you fhould be fent into thofe unho-
ly Regions, where you fhall ncver be em-
ployed in them ?

- Again; are not the Minds of fome of you
defiled with all Manner of Sin, and moral Po!-
lutions ? And do not thefc render you fit only
for that Region of Corruption and Impurity ?
Do you not indulge an angry, contentious, un-
forgiving, malicious Temper? W¢ll, that is
the very Temper of Hell, and renders you fit
for it. Nay, thefe outragious Pafiions, when
broke loofe from Reftraint, will create a 1ell
in your own Breafts ; and not only expofe you
to Punifhment, according to Fuflice, but be-
come the Ingredicnts of your Punithment, ac-
cording to the Courfe of Nature. Do not fome
of you indulge yourfelves in Backbiting, and
all the bafe malignant Arts of Defamation,
and perhaps are Firebrands in the Neighbour-
hood where you live ? Well, in Hell you fhall
have enough of this Work; and, while you
indulge this Spirit, you are preparing your-
felves for that Land of univerfal Hoftility and
Revenge. Is not Curfing and Swearing the
familiar Language of fome of you ? Well, this
is the Language of Hell; and you are now
practifing the infernal Diale&®, and preparing
to converfe with the Ghofts below in their
own Style in the Region of Imprecation and
Blafphemy. Do not fome of you live in the
Pra&tice of the Works of the Devil ; i. e. of thofe

‘Works, to which he tempts you, and in which

he has perfifted, who was a Sinner from the
C2 Begin-
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Beginning ? Are you not then fit for that evets
Iaﬂzin% Fire, prepared for the Devil and his |
Angels ? Even the gentle Lips of Jefus Hims |
felf would tell you, as he did the Jews, thap |
 You are of your Father the Devil,”* fince yoy
habitually do his Works. And is it not fit

ou fhould be doomed to the Society of your
mnfernal Father? ,

Do you not find your Hearts are habitually |
hard and infenfible ? or, if you have fome Kind |
of Repentance, it is only a fervile Horror, ex+ |
torted Remorfe, and involuntary Pangs of defx i
perate Agony ? This is the very Kind of Re=
pentance in” Hell, where they ftill love Sin,
and yet eannot but upbraid and torment them-
Telves, becaufe they have ruined themfelves by
indulging it. Confeience tortures them with
the keeneft Reflections; but they feel no
kindly ingenuous .Relentings, no generous
Sorrows, proceeding from a Senfe of the in-
trinfic Vilenefs and Bafenefs of Sin, and from
a fincere difinterefted Love to God and Holi-
nefs. Hence their Repentance is only a Pu=
nifhment, but has no Tendency to their Re-
formation. And is not this the very Nature of
your Repentance at prefent ?

But I need not dwell long upon this En-
quiry. It is enough to tell you, in fhort, that
if you are ftill in your natural State, if you
fill retain that Temper, which is #atural to
you, as the degenerate Sons of 4dam, without
‘any fupernatural Change ; that Eftrangement |
from God; that Difaffe@ion to him; that |

Carnality

© * John viii. 44. |

]
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Carnality and Earthly-mindednefs ; that Blind~
nefs and Infenfibility about divinc Things ;
that Prefumption, Security, and Love of law-
lefs Pleafure ; 1 fay, if this be ftill your pre-
vailing Temper, you are not mecet for the
heavenly Inheritance ; for, in Order to be
Heirs of that, you muft be born again of God.
But you are fitted for Deftruction ; for by
Nature you are Ghildren of Wrath, 4 and,
while you continue fuch, you muft be Vefels
of Wrath. Therefore bring the Matter to a
thort Iffue, by this decifive Enquiry : ¢ Have
¢« I ever been born again? Have I ever ex-
« perienced fuch a mighty Change in the
«“ Temper of my Mind, as may, with Pro-
« priety, be called a new Birth, or a new Cre-
« ation? For if any Man be in Chrift, he is a
¢ new Creature ; old Things are paflfed away,
« and all Things are become new {. Have
“ I thus been renewed in the Spirit of my
« Mind? or am I ftill the fame o/d Maxn, with
“ my old AffeCtions and Lufts ? "— This, my
Brethren, is the grand decifive Enquiry: for
if you have been begotten again, St. Peter tells
you it is to an Inberitance incorruptible, and
that fadeth mot away, referved in the Heavens
Jfor you. But Jefus, the Friend of Sinners,
Jefus, who never pronounced a harth Sen-
tence, and who never will exclude from Hea-
ven one Soul that is fit for it, nor doom to
Deftruction one Soul that is fit for any Thing
clfe, even Jefus himfelf has ftrongly affured
_ you
+ Eph. ii. 3. 1 2 Cor. v. 17. * 1 Pet. i. 4.
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you be born again, born of the Spirit, as well as
of Water, you cannot fes the Kingdom of Hea-

wen|. For that which is born of the Flefb, is

Flefh 5 . carnal, corrupt, unholy, and utterly
unfit for that {piritual, pure, and holy King-
dom. - -

Here I would enlarge a little upon an Ob-
fervation, which I juft hinted at before, viz.
That .thefe corrupt Difpofitions are not only
criminal, and ‘therefore will bring upon you

the Penalty of the Divine Law, according to’

Juftice, but that they are, in their own Nature,
deftructive, and therefore, according to the
Courfe of Nature, will be your Ruin. Suppofe

God had made no pofitive Conttitution to ex~-

clude you from Heaven ; yet, while you have
no Relith for the Employments and Enjoy-
ments of that State, it is impoflible, in the
Nature of Things, you fhould be happy there.
As you muft have animal Senfes to render you
capable of animal Pleafures, fo you muft have
fpiritual Senfes to render you capable of the
pure {piritual Pleafures of Paradife. And
without thefe you can no more be happy there,
than a Stone can enjoy the Pleafures of an
Animal, or a Beaft thofe of Reafon. You
would be miferable Wretches in Paradife it-
felf. Do but confider in what Things the
Blifs of Heaven confifts ; and methinks you
will rather fear, than bope and defire Admiffion
there. Is Religion {o pleafing a Thing to you,

that

f 1 John iii. 3, 5, 6.
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that you might expet you would be com-
pleatly happy if it were but perfeéed in you?
Alas! are there not 2 thoufand Things more
agreeable to fome of you? But in Heaven
there are none of thefe Things : and how do
you expect to be happy there ? There muft be
another Heaven created for you, 2 Mabome-
tan Paradife of fenfual Pleafures, or elfe your
Temper muft be changed. The Paradife of
Saints and Angels does not fuit your vitiated
Tafte.

Farther ; fuppofe God fhould not infli€t any
pofitive Punifhment upon you with his own
immediate Hand, but only fuffer the Courfe of
Nature to run on, and let your corrupt Difpo-
fitions have full Scope, and rage without Re-
firaint, would not thefe Difpofitions alone
create a Hell within you? Anger, Malice,
Envy, and every wicked and turbulent Paffion
again{’c God and his Creatures, will break out
into outragious Hurricanes, when the kind
Reftraints, under which they now lie, are ta-
ken off, and they will agitate and diftra&t your
Souls for ever, and render you incapable of all
Peace, Serenity, and Joy. Then alfo, all tem-
poral Enjoyments, the Objecs of your Love
and Defire, and the only Things you now
havye to allay your raging Thirft for Happinefs,
. will be for ever torn from you, and leave you
to famith in a difmal Void ; and then you will

ine away with eager, impatient, infatiable
Defires, which will gnaw yonr Hearts, and
prey upon your Spirits, like hungry Vultures.
' Suppofe
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.Suppofe you were .now fiript naked of ew
Enggyme)ﬁ, and nothing left you but bare I;Z
ing, with your ufual Capacity of Enjoyment-;
fuppofe you were deprived of the Light of the
Sun. the Produs of the Earth, the Comnforts
of Society, and every imaginable Blefling, and
doomed to wander, forlorn and huagry, in
fome difmal Defert, how confurnmately -
ferable would.this Privation alone render you?
But this will be the Doom of the Ungodly,
afloon as Death breaks their Connections with
this World. They muft leave all their En-
joyments behind them, and yet carry their ea~
“ger Defires, their infatiable Avarice of Hap-
pinefs, along with them ; and thefe will make
them capacious Vefiels of Pain, for a Capacity
of Enjoyment not fatisfied is a dreadful Ca-
pacity of pofitive Mifery. Thus, you fee, yout
Deftruction comes upon you according to the
Courfe of Nature ; and you will die eternally,
tho’ the Hand of the Executioner thould never
touch you, as the unavoidable Refult of your
prefent Temper, the deadly Difeafe under
which you labour.
. And hence you may fee, by the Way, that it
is no A¢t of Cruelty or Injuflice, in the fupreme
Judge, to fhut you up for ever in the Prifon of
Hell ; for what elfe thould he do with you,
when you are fit for no other Place ? Is it cruel
to exclude the Sick from Entertainments, or
Perfons infected with the Plague from the So-
ciety of the Sound and Healthy ? Is it cruel
to confine Madmen in Bedlam, or Criminals
in

N
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in Prifon ? Certainly no. Thercfore God and
his Throne will be guildefs for ever.

And now, my dear Brethren, have any of
%ou been convinced that this is really vour

afe? that your Temperand Conduct I~ fach,
as at once renders and proves you utterly unfi
for Heaven; and, as it were, natuializes and
feafons you for the infernal Regions? Alas !
this is a fhocking and alarming Difcovery in-
deed. But, blefled be God, you have made
it in Time: you have made it while in #/e
Land of Hope, and in a State of Trial. And
therefore there is Reafon to hope that if you
now take the Alarm, and earncftly ufe the
Means of Grace, your Condition, bad as it is,
may be happily altered ; and you, who arc
now fit for nothing but Deftruction, may yet
be made meet for the Inheritance of the Saints
in Light. Itis becaufe there is fome Reafon
for this Hope that I have hencitly expofed
thefe alarming and - unpopular Things to your
View. You muff know them focner cr later:
"and if you fhould not know them, till you fall
into Deftruéion, alas! it will then be too late.
Believe me, my Brethren, thefe Things do
not proceed from a morofe malcvolent Heart,
nor are they intended to drive you nf0 De-
fpair. I {peak to you with melting Pity, and
affeCtionate Benevolence ; and inftead of dri-
ving you 7nte Defpair, my Defign is to fave
you from it for ever, and bring you to have a
good Hope thro’ Grace. And as the Evidence

D of
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of what I have offered is fo plain to common
Senfe, do not pretend you cannot underftand
me, and do not know what I would aim at. '
I am only inculcating upon you this felf-evi-
dent Truth, that unlefs you are prepared for
Heaven, you fhall not be admitted ; and that,
- if you are fit for nothing but Deftruion, you
muft be deftroyed. Can any mathematical
Demontftration be more plain than this? And
are any of you fo void of Senfe, Reafon, and
Faith, as notto underftand and believe it ?

I now prefume, that fuch of you as have
made this Difcovery with Regard to yourfelves,
are alfo convinced, that you cannot pofiibly
efcape Deftruction, unlefs your prefent Tem-
per be changed, and quite a new Frame of
Spirit given you. :

And wbho, do you think, can work this hap-
py Change in your Hears? If you are fo vain
and ignorant as to flatter yourfelves that you
can effe& it in your own Strength, make the
Trial, and you will foon be undeceived. It
is God alone that can work in you both to will
and to do. My Text tells you, it is HE that
prepares the Veflels of Mercy for Glory. It
is his Holy Spirit alone that is equal to the
arduous Work. .

But in what'Way is his Influence to be ex-
pected? Isit in a Courfe of impenitent Sin-
ning ? of Prefumption and Security ? of Sloth
and Negligence ? No, to expet it in that Way,
is to tempt the Lord your God.—But fuch of

| you
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you as would efcape the Damnatirn of Hell,
fuch of you as have any Defire to be for ever
happy, hear me, feriouily hear me, and I will
tell you, ina few plain Words, what vou mutt
do, if you would expcét the Aids «f divine
Grace to prepare you for Glory.

You muft immediately think ferioufly of your
Condition. You muit labour impartially to
know the Truth of your Cafe. Pry into the
dreadful Secrets of Wickednefs ini your Hearts.
Review your finful Lives. Retiect upon the
Purity and Juftice of God and his Law, and
what you have deferved for a whole Life of
unnatural Rebellion againft Him. Read and
hear the Word of Life with Solemnity and
Attention, and ufe all proper Means to turnith
your Minds with religious Knowledge. It may

} pain you at firft to confine your Minds to fuch
Objets. But it muft be done; and there is
no difputing againft Necefity. Befides, the
Pain is medicinal ; it will contribute to the
Recovery of your dying Souls.

Again : You muft accuftom yourfelves to fre-
quent importunate Prayer. 1If ever you be fa-
ved, or prepared for Salvation, it will be 7z
Anfwer to Prayer. Therefore engage in it,
perfevere in it, and never give over till you
obtain your Requett.

Further : You muft guard againft every Thing
that tends to divert your Minds from this grand
Concern ; as, exceflive Hurries and Cares about

D carthly

o



28 . The Veffels of Mercy, j

earthly Things, vain and vicious Company,
and every avoidable Temptation.

Finally : 2ou muft perfevere in this Courfe, if

ou hope to fucceed ; and never reft till you
feel the Difpofitions of Heaven wrought in
your Souls. A Pang of Remorfe, a ferious
Fit, a tranfient Prayer, will not fuffice, but
you muft hold on your Way to the laft. You
may expect Difficulties in this new Courfe,
and you will probably meet with ‘more than
you can now forefee or expe&. But you musT
'BREAK THROUGH ALL, for your immortal
Intereft, your ALL is at Stake.

This is the Courfe I would advife you to,
if ever you hope to be prepared for Glory: I
cannot give you any the leaft Encouragement
in any other Way. If any other can fhew you
a more eafy, and yet fafe Courfe, and produce
fufficient Authority for it, you may take it.
But, for my Part, if Iteach you what I learn
in my Bible, I can give you no other Direc-
tions. Nor do I expect to be faved in any
eafier Way myfelf. And therefore, if you will
chufe another, you muft be anfwerable for it.
Remember I warn you againft it, and would
not be acceffary to it for ten thoufand Worlds.

Now, if this Courfe muft be taken, wbhen,
do you think, muft it be begun? Will you
appoint To-morrow, or next Year, or old Age,
or a Sick-Bed, for that Purpofe? Alas! you
may never live to fee that Time. Before then

you may drop into Deftruction, as rotten Fruit
fall

N
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fall to the Ground by their own Weight.
~ Therefore, Now, this prefent fleeting Now, is
the only Time you are fure of ; and confe-
quently, zbis is the only proper Time to begin
this Courfe. Now, then, nNow, while my
Voice is founding in your Ears, form the Re-
folution, and carry it into immediate Exccu-
tion. Bear it home upon your Hearts to your
Houfes, and there let it dwell till the great
Work is done. Oh! that you did but know
its Importance and Neceflity ! then you could
not delay it one Moment longer.
. And now, if you have any Regard for the
God that made you, for the Lord that bought
you, or for your own everlafting Happinefs,
take this Courfe immediately.—If you have any
Need of Excitements take the following.

1. Confider your prefent dangerous Situation.
You hang over the Pit of Deftruction by the
{lender Thread of Life, held up only by the
Hand of an angry God, as we hold a Spider,
or fome poifonous Infect over a Fire ready to
throw it in. You are ripe for Deftruction,
and therefore in Danger every Day, every
Hour, every Moment, of falling into it. You
are as fit for Deftruction as a Murderer for the
Gallows, or a mortified Limb to be cut off.
Such pollyted Veflels of Wrath muft be thrown
out of the Way in fome dark Corner in Hell
* that they may no more encumber or difgrace
the more honourable Apartments of the Uni-
niverfe. And is this a Situation in which it

becornes
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becomes you to be merry, and gay, and
thoughtlefs, and eager ag‘.'cr the Trifles of
Time ? Oh ! does it not become you rather to
be on your Knees at the Throne of Grace, and
vigoroully preffing into the Kingdom of God?
2. Reflect with bow much Long-fuffering God
bas endured you, notwithftanding all your au-
dacious and repeated Provocations. One would
think oze Day’s finning againft fo holy and
gracious a God, by a Creature o deeply obli-
ged to him, would make your Cafe defperate,
and that the Evening of fuch a Day would be
the Hour of your Execution. But he has pa-
tiently borne with you for Days, for Months,
for Years, perhaps for Scores of Years. And
all this Time he has followed you with his
Bleflings every Moment, and granted you the
Means of Preparation for Glory. And yet
you have been thoughtlefs, difobedient, un-
grateful, rebellious, ftill. How juftly then may
he infli® Punithment upon you? And how
illuftrioufly will his Goodnefs and Severity, his
Mercy and Juftice, be difplayed in his Treat-
ment of you? What could you have defired
more, in Point of Time, Opportunity, Per-
fuafives, than you have enjoyed ? Will it not
then appear evident, that your Deftruction is
entirely of your felf, and that, as I told you
before, God and his Throne will be guiltlefs
for ever ?
3. Confider bow dreadful will be your Punifb-
ment, if you fhould perith at laft, by your }}re-
ent

-
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fent wilful Negligence. My Text tclls you,
what will be the Defign of your Punifhment;
it will be to Shew the Wrath of God, and make
bis Power known. Such will be your Punifh-
ment, as will be fit to thew, that itis almiglsy
Power that inflis it, and thatit is an almigh-
ty God who is angry with you. It will be
his profefled Defign, to difplay the drcadful
Glory of his vindi¢tive Attributes upon you ;
particularly his Juftice, as the fupreme Magif-
trate of the Univerfe. And even his Juftice
deferves to be difplayed. For TYuflice is not
that ugly, grim, horrible Thing, which
Criminals imagine. In a Ruler, efpccially in
the fupreme and univerfal Ruler, Juftice is not
only a majeftic and terrible, but it is a lvely,
@miable, ingratiating Attribute, effcntial to his
Charadter, and to the public Good : and fo it
appears to all competent Judges, thatis, to all
who are 'not felf-flattering Criminals, and
therefore Parties. The Difplay of this Attri-
bute, therefore, upon proper Objects, is ne-
- cefary to give a full View of the Dcity to the
World, to reprefent him as he is,

«“ A God all o’er, confummate, abfolute;
“ Full-orb'd, in his whole Round of Rays
“ compleat.” +

Now, whatever Attribute of his he intends
to difplay in any of his Works, he always does
it

4 Young’s Night-Thoughts, No. 4.
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it in a Manner worthy of Himfelf. When his
Defign was to difplay and glorify his creative
Power, Wifdom, and Goodnefs, fee! what
a flately, well-furnithed Univerfe he. fpoke
into Being! What a2 magnificent, God-liké
Building ! When his Defign was to thew the
Riches of his Grace fowards our guilty Race)
what Wonders did he perform! What inimi«
table Exploits of Condefcenfion and Love !
His only begotten Son muft beconie 2 Man,
muft ftruggle with all the Calamities of Life
for three and thirty long and painful Years,
muft expire in Torture upon an ignominious
Crofs, and redeem the Guilty with the Blood
of his Heart. This was God-/ike Love and
Grace indeed beyond all Example. Oh!
« Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardon-
eth Iniquity?” 4 He is as much diffinguifbed
from all other Beings by the Wonders of
his Love and Grace, as by the Eternity of
his Exiftence, or by that Wifdom which plan-
ned the Univerfe, or that Power which pro-
duced it out of Nothing. When, in Profecu-
tion of the fame Defign, he intends to give a
farther Difplay of the Riches of his glorieus
Grace, upon the Veflels of Mercy, what God-
like Provifions hath he made for them! Eye
hath not feen, nor Ear heard, nor has it enter-
ed into the Heart of Man to conceive the
Things he hath prepared for them. He hath
prepared for them a City, fuch a glorious Re-

. fidence,

+ Mic. vii. 18,
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fidence, that he is nor afbamed to be called
thesy God: He is not athamed to own the
Relation; becaufe he has aé#ed up to the Cha-
racter, and worthy of himfelf $. And when

~ his Defign is to fhew his avenging Wrath, and

make his punitive Power known, when it is
to thew what God-like Punifhments he can
infli®, fuch as may, by their Terror, declare
him to be the Author, and ferve as loud Warn-
ings to all prefent, and, perhaps, future Crea-
tions, to deter them from the Breach of his
facred Laws; and when the Subje@s of the
Punithment are ftrong capacious Veflels of
Wrath, fit for nothing but Deftruction: I fay,
when this is the Cafe, what God-like V cngé-
ance will he execute! what fignal, unexam-
pled Punithment will he inflit! The Defign
of the Punithment, which is not the Refor-
mation of the Criminal, but the Benefit of
others and the Difplay of his Perfections, re-
quires, that he give a loofe to all the Terrors
of his Power. And what Miracles of Mifery,
what terribly illuftrious Monuments of Ven-
geance will zhat perform and erect! as far
furpaffing all the Punithments infli¢ted by
Mortals, as the Creation of the World out of
Nothing exceeds all the Works of human
Art.

And are you proof againft thc Energy of
fuch Confiderations as thefc? then you are

dreadfully fitted for Defltructicn indeed! For

E the
1 Heb. xi. 16.
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the ftrongeft Perfuafives to deter you from it,
which God himfelf can reveal, or the human
Mind conceive, have no Weight upon you.
But may I hope, that I fhall fucceed at leaft
-with fome of you this Day, to fly from, this tre-
mendous Deftruction, into which you are this
Moment ready to fall? -Alas! it is hard, if
even a Stranger cannot prevail with fo much
as one Soul, in {o large an Affembly, and in a
Point fo reafonable, and fo ftrongly enforced
by your own Intereft.—But I muft leave this
Warning with you ; and if you do pot remem-
ber it now, you will remember it Millions of
Ages hence, when the Remembrance of it
will torment you with intolerable Anguifh.
There are fundry in this Affembly, I doubt
not, who, by comparing their Difpofitions with
the Nature of heavenly Happinefs, may make
the welcome Difcovery, that they are, in fome
Mealure, prepared for it. To fuch happy Souls,
I have Time only to fay, that if this be your
Charatter, you may be fure that immenfe
Happinefs fhall be yours. Your prefent hea-
venly Temper is a certain Pledge and Earneft
of it. You may be fure God would never make
you fit for it, and then exclude you from it.
And, on the other Hand, if yon find that
the Difpofitions of Hell are fubdued in you,
affure yourfelves God will not doom you to it.
Can you think he would gain your Hearts,
and allure your' Love, and then bid you depart
from him, to languifh and pine away with the
eager
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cager anxious Pantings of difappointed berea-
ved Love? Will he doom you to refide for
ever among thofe whofe Works vou deteft,

and whofe Society you abhor > No: he will
thoroughly prepare you, and make you holy,
and then advance you to dwell for ever in that
Prefence which you love, in the Element of
Holinefs, to breathe in that clear refined Air,
to live in that wholefome Climate, fo agree-
able to your Conttitution, to be employed in
thofe Services in which you delight, to enjoy
that fublime and delicate Happinefs which you
relith, and to converfe in that Society which
you affect, and which is of the fame Temper
and Spirit with you. ~—And for that blefled
Region may we all be prepared; and there
may we all meet at laft, thro’ Jesus CurisT!

Amen,

The E IV D.
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