doe Lury of Coryitans to propagate toesr
" Religion among Heathens,

Earneftly recommended to the MasTERs
of Negroe Slaves in VY IRGINIA.

SERMON

PREACHED IN
H AN OV E R,
" Janvary 8§, 1757;
S b b

By SAMUEL DAVIES, 4.

Aesdesforfe deodefeifrdefdedofifededodok L2 2

I am aDebtor both to theGreeks, and to the Barbarians;
both to the Wife, and the Unwife,” Rom. i. 14.

© A fedeeiefetepaioeletitagelibledelniinlofleldelolridelelol

L O ND O N:
Printed by J. OLIVER in Bartholomew - Chot.
‘M DCC LVIIIL

| @




SOCIETY

RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE
among the Poor, in London,

AND

~Phe other Generous BENEFACTORS:
to the NecRroOES in Virginia,

The following S ER M O N, publifhed
by the Encouragement of fome of them,.
and intended to render their pious Cha-
rity more extenfively ufeful, is moft
humbly dedicated, by,

Tbeir moft grateful Bencficiaryy
and .
~ Obliged Servant,.
Havover,

| Jan. 10, 1757. The ..Authori



ogizeaty GOOGle



The Duty of Chriftians to propagate
" their Religion among Heathens,

GewnEesis XVIIL 19.

For I know bim, that be will command bis
Children.and bis Houfbold afler bim, and
they fball keep the Way of the Lorp, 1o
do Fuptice and Fudgment.—

PR Creature formed for Immortality, and
=42 that muft be happy or miferable
b{ through an everlafting Duration, is
QM certainly a Being of vaft Impor-
el tance, however mean and infigni-
ficant he may be in other Refpefts, His-Tm<
mortality gives him a Kind of infinite Value,
Let him be white or black, bond or free, a Na-
tive or a Foreigner, it is of no Moment in this
Agsg View:
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View : he is to live for ever ! to be forever happy,
or forever miferable | happy or miferable in the
highe/t Degree! This places him upon a Kind of
Equality with Kings and Princes; nay, with An-
gels and Arch-angels : for it is this that adds
Importance and Dignity to the moft exalted Parts
‘of the human, and even of the angelic Nature.
In this View, theCrowds of neglected Negroe
Slaves among us, have often appeared to me as
Creatures of the utmoft Importance. The fame
Immortality is entailed upon them, as upon us.
They are Candidates for the fame eternal Seate
with us, and bound for the fame Heaven or Hell.
How awful and important a Truft, then, is zbe
Care of a Soul ! the Soul even of a poor Negroe
Slave ! To be entrufted with the Care of form-
ing and educating an Zmmortal for his everlafting
State ! to be inftrumental in preparing him for
eternal Joys, or eternal Torments!.to be ac-
N countable for our Management in this Truft, to
the fupreme  Judge of the Univerfe, with whom
there is no Refpe&t of Perfons! to be rewarded
for our Faithfulnefs ; or punithed for our Negli-
gence, as having promoted the Happinefs or been
acceflory to the Ruin of an immortal Sou} | ——
Paufe, and think of thefe Things, and they will
certainly appear very folemn and weighty.
This folemn and important Truft, | muft tell
you, Brethren, is committed, not only to Parents,
with regard to their Children, thofe dear- other
Selves; but to Ma/lers, with regard to their Ser-
vants and Slaves, of whatever Country or Colour
they are. And as this Duty is moft fcandaloufly
negleéted in this Chriftian Country; and the
Negle& is likely to be followed with the moft
' : .. dangerous
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dangerous and ruinous Confequences to Thau-
fands, both Mafters and Slaves ; permit me to
addrefs you upon this Head, with the utmoft
Plainnefs and Solemnity. You are my Witnefles,
that I have looked upon the poor Negroes as a
art of my minifterial Charge ; and ufed various
Endeavours to bring them to the Faith and Prac-
tice of Chriftianity, not without promifing’ Ap-
pearances of Succefs, in fundry Inftances. It
affords me no fmall Pleafure to refle&, and I
mention it with Gratitude to God and Man, that -
my Endeavours of this Kind have, of late, met
with no Oppofition from the Mafters, of what-
ever Denomination, in any one Inftance that I
can recolle€t. And it affords me a’ ftill greater -
Pleafure to refle, that fundry of you not only.
confent that your Negroes fhould receive Inftruc-
tions from me, but alfo zealoufly concur with'
me, and make Confcience of your own Duty to-
them, in this Refpect. But alas! are there not
fome among you, and are there not Thoufands.
in our Country, who muft be confcious of their.
wilful Negligence ;. nay, who, perhaps, arc ra-
ther inftrumental in hardening their Slaves in Sin,
and confirming their Prejudices againft our holy
Religion, than in promoting their Converfion to.
God? Were your Negroes but fo many Brutes,.
you might treat them as you do your Horfcs,.
fodder them, and make them work. for you,.’

“without once endeavouring';,to make them Sharers -

with you in the glorious Privileges of Religion,,
the dxﬁin‘gui{hingoPrcrogative of human Nature, .
But 1 hope you have Divinity and Philofophy.
enough to know, this is not the Cafe. Let me
theretore plainly lay your Duty before you, with,

Ay regasd.
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regard to them, in order to engage you to the
Pra&ice of it. For fure, you are not hardy enough
to negle& the Pradlice, in fpite of Conviction.
Sure, you dare not fin on ftill, and continue your

Career to Ruin with your Eyes open.
Abrabam is often propofed as a Pattern to Be-
Hevers in general ; and I may particularly recom-
mend his Example to your Imitation, in your
Condu& towards your Domeftics. Here you:
" have hisChara&er drawn by the all-knowing éod
Himfelf. < I know him, that he will command
¢t his Children, and his Houfhold after him, and
<¢ they fhall keep the Way of the Lord.” — He
not only inftru&ted, advifed, perfuaded, entreated;
but he ufed his Authority ; he COMMANDED —
not only his Children, but his HousuoLb;
which included his ‘Servants, Slaves, and all his
Domeftics of every Order. Abrabam’s Family
was like the Generality of ours, in this, that he
* had hereditary Slaves in it, who were his Pro-
perty during Life. 'We repeatedly read of his
< Servants born in bis Houfe, and bought with
¢ Money of Strangers*®:” both which were
gobably Slaves. And he had fo numerous a
amily of them, that, when he went upon an
Expedition to refcue Lot from Captivity, we are
told, <¢ he armed his trained Servants, born in
<¢ his own Houfe, Three hundred and Eighteen t+.”
Where, by the By, it is remarkable, and the Re-
mark is very pertizent to the prefent State of our
Country, that by inftilling good Principles into
them, and by humane Treatment, this numerous
Crowd of Slaves were become fo faithful to their
- ‘Mafter,

pres

* Gen xvii 12,13, 23, 27. -r.Chap. xiv. 14,

\
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Matfter, that he could fafely confide in them,
without Fear of their deferting him in the En-

-gagement, and going over to the Enemy, in

Hopes to recover their Liberty. All thefe, as
well as' Ihmacl, and his Favourite Haac, he had
inftru@ed in the true Religion. He had laid his
Commands upon them to ferve the Lord, not only
duting his Life, but *¢ after him,” i. e. after
his Deceafe. Though he was mortal, he en-
deavoured to make Religion immortal in his Fa-
mily. He was folicitous to leave the World with
the joyful Hope, that his Domeftics would re-
tain and obferve his pious Inftru&ions, when he
fhould be no more their Head.

It is fufficient to recommend this Example to
our Imitation, that it is the Example of fasthful
Abrabam. But it is ftill more ftrongly enforced

by the exprefs Approbation of God Himfelf.

« The Lord faid, fhall I hide from Abraham the
¢ Thing that Ido?” No, I may truft hinreven
with my Secrets: ¢ For I know him;” I ap-
ptove ‘of him; I have full Proof of him, and
therefore may fafely truft him; ¢ becaufe * he
« will command his Children and Houfhold,
¢ and they fhall keep the Way of the Lord :
being once entered in the Way of the Lotd by .
his Inftrutions, they will keep it. ¢ Train up

: A6 «¢.a Child

" # The Original TR I?Gf’ " may be rendered
£ guid, becaufe, forafmuch as. And thus it points aut
the Ground of the divine Approbation and Confidence’
in Abraham, and the Way in which he fhewed him-
felf worthy of it, wiz. his faithful Care to propagate
the 1{i{m)wls:dge and Service of God among his Do-
meftics, : -
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¢ a Child in the Way in which he fhould go,
¢ and when he is old, he will not depart from
& gt 4,

It is not my prefent Defign to confider the ge-
neral Duty of Family-Religion and good Educa-
tion, though my Text is a very proper Founda-
tion for it. But I intend only to inculcate the
particular Duty of inflruiting Slaves in the true
Religion, and ufing all proper Means to enter
them in the Way of the Lord. To give you
Directions how to perform it, before you are
convinced it is your Duty, would be ufelefs and
prepofterous. And therefore,

My firft and principal Bufinefs fhall be, 7o
convince you, that this is really your Duty, and that
it is @ Duty of the utmoft Importance and Necef-

Sity.

Here, I take it for granted, you are, at leaft,
profefled Chriftians yourfelves ; i. e. you profefs
to believe that the Chriftian Religion is divine,
. and to embrace it as your Religion. Otherwife,
"inftead of perfuading you to endeavour to Chrif-

tianize your Negroes, I would firft perfuade you * -

to become Chriftians yourfelves. 1 would then
deal with you, as.with your Heathen Negroes,
and labour to convince you of the Truth and
. Divinity of the Religion of Jefus, from thofe
numerous Topics of Argument, by which fo clear
- and important a Truth may be demonfirated.
" But you are fond of wearing the Chriftian Name;
you prefent your Children to be initiated into the

, . Chriftian

+ Prov. xxii, 6.

A

. 2
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“Chriftian Church by Baptifin; you' acknowledge

the Truth of the Scriptures, by complying with
the ufual Ceremony of kiffing the Bible in taking
an Qath ; you attend upon the Forms of Wor-
thip in'the Chriftian Church, and externally con-
form to them. Thefe Things you do; and thefe
Things are certainly a ftrong Profeffion, that
you are Chriftians. And none of you, I pre-
fume, will dare to renounce it, rather than ad-

" mit the Convi&ion that I would now force upon

your Minds from this Confideration. -

- Therefore, taking this for granted, I need no
other Principle to convince you of the Duty I am
now recommending. And I fhall reafon from
the Nature and Defign of Chriftianity—from the’
Example of Chrift and his Apoftles—from the

“Worth and Importance of the Souls of your poor

Slaves — from the happy Influence Chriftianity
would have upon them, even for your own In-:
tereft—from the Zeal and Generofity of others
in this Affair—and from your Relation to them
as their Mafters. ’

t. If you confider the Néture,and Defign of
Chriftianity, you cannot but be convinced of this

Duty.

Chriftianity, in its own Nature, is calculated
to be a catholic, or univerfal Religion, "and is
equally the Concern of a// the Sons of Men. It
propofes one God, as the Obje& of wniverfal
Adoration to White and Black, Bond and Free: -
one Lord Jefus Chrift, as a common Saviour for
Britons, Africans, and Americans : o7 Holy
Spirit, by whom alone Sinners of a// Nations,’
- _ . Colours
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Colours and Chara&ers, can be fan&ified : one

Faith to be embraced, ¢n¢ Rule of Morality to
_be obferved, by Mafters and Servants, Rich and
Poor: one Heaven and one Hell, as the laft Man-
fions of all the Millions of Mankind; to which"
they fhall be adjudged according to their moral

Character, and, if they have heard the Gofpel,’

according to their Acceptance or Non-Accep-
tance of it; and not according to the trifling
Diftin&ions of Country, Colour, Liberty or Sla«
very. Chriftianity is & Religion for Sinners; for
Sinners of all Kindreds, and Nations, and Lan-
guages. They all need thofe Inftrutions, which
its heavenly Light fheds upon a benighted World.
"They adl need that Pardon, which it offers; that
Grace, which it communicates ; and that Salva-
tion, which it enfures. In fhort, a// its Doc-
trines intimately concern them : a// its Precepts
are binding upon them : a// its Bleflings are
needed by them : o/l its Promifes and Threaten-
ings fhall be accomplifhed upon them, according
to their Characters. And muft it not then be
the grand Concern of al/? Yes ; as there is but
one Air for Whites and Blacks, Mafters and
Servants to breathe in; one Earth for them to
walk upon; fo there is but one common Chriftian
Religion for them al/, by which they can pleafe
God, and obtain Salvation. To be a finful
Creature of the Race of Man, under the Gofpel,
is fufficient alone to render it his greateft Con-
cern, and 2 Matter of abfolute Neceffity, to be
a Chriftian. Ahd to be entrufted with the Care:
of fuch a Creature,. is aléone a fufficient Founda-

tion for the Duty I‘am recommending ;. and

ftrongly

~
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ftrongly binds it upon every one of us, to whom
that Truft is committed. .

- And as Chriftianity is, in its own Nature, the
common Concern of all, and calculated to be
the univerfal Religion of Mankind; fo it is de<

ffgned by its great Author to be propagated amon
fﬂ. ° Co%ner of our World wl/)vags left out ig
the Commiffion, which the gracious Founder of
our Religion gave to the Teachers of it. ¢¢ Go.
¢ ye into af] the World, fays he, and preach
<¢ the Gofpel to every Creature; i. e. to every
¢¢ Creature of the humanRace.” (Markxvi. 15.)
The great God ¢ now commandeth a/l Men.
"¢ every where to repent.” (Aés xvii. 30.) And
when the Apoftles went out to difcharge their ex-,
tenfive Commiffion; the Holy ‘Spirit concurred
with them, and rendered their Labours fuccefsful
in Afia, Europe and Africa, without Diftintion..
He put no Difference between Jews and Gen-
tiles, but purified the Hearts of both by the fame
Faith *! The Doors of the Church were thrown .
wide open, for the Admiffion of all, that would,
come in upon the Terms of the Gofpel. The
Roman Centurion, the Athiopian Eunuch, One-
fimus, a run-away Slave, were as welcome, as
the Jews in Jerufalem. ¢ All were one in Chrift
¢ Jefus; in wham there is neither Greek nor
¢¢ Jew, Barbarian, Scythian, Bond or Free.”
(Colof. iii. 11.) A black Skin, African Birth ‘or
Extra®, or a State of Slavery, does not difqua-
lify a Man for the Bleflings of the Gofpel; does.
not exclude him from its Invitaticns, nor caft

- him out of the Charge of its Minifters. If Hif-

tOW

’ Adts xv, 9,
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tory may be credited, the Gofpel did once flou-
rith in Africa, and penetrated far into thofe in-
hofpitable Defarts, which are now the Regions
of Mahometifm, or Heathen Idolatry. And we
have all the Certainty which the fure Word of
Prophecy can afford, that it will yet vifit that
miferable Country. Yes, Brethren, < the Earth
¢ fhall be full of the Knowledge of the Lord,
¢ a5 the Waters cover the Sea.” { [fai. xi. 9.)
¢ The Kingdoms of this World fhall yet be-
¢« come the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of his
¢ Chrift.” (Rev. xi. 15.) And * from the
s rifing of the Sun unto the going down of the
¢ fame, his Name fhall be great among the Gen-
¢ tiles; and inevery Place Incenfe fhall be offered
-¢¢ to his Name. ” (Mal. i. 2.) ¢ Athiopia, ”

Guinea and Negroe-land ¢ fhall yet ftretch .-

¢ out their Hands unto God.” (Pfal. Ixviii. 31.)
Negroes and Slaves are included in that « Fulnefs
¢« of the Gentiles,” which, St Paul tells us,
¢ fhall come in.” (Rom. xi. 25.) And may the
“happy Few, who in this Land of their Bondage,
" have been made. Partakers of < the glorious Li-
¢ berty of the Sons of God,” be the Firft-fruits
of this blefled Harveft to Chrift in Africa!
And now, Brethren, do you not begin to feel
this Argument conclude? Is Chriftianity adapted

and intended to be theuniverfal Religion of Man- .

. kind? And muftit notthen be the Duty of Chril-
tians, to do their utmoft to fpread it through the
World? Is it the Defign of Heaven, that it thall
be propagated among all Nations ? And is it not
the Duty of Chriftians, efpecially of Matfters,.
who have a Command over others, to concur in
this gracious Defign, and do all in their Power

to

A
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to haften that blefled Period, which has been fo
long the eager With and Hope of Believers?
The Man that can be inactive and indifferent in
fuch an Affair as this, muft- have a Temper
dire®ly contrary to that Religion which  he
profefles; muft be entirely carelefs about the
Glory of God and the Redeemer, and the Hap-
pineg of his Fellow-Creatures, and difaffe@ted
to the_gracious Defigns of Providence towards
them. Has he imbibed the Spirit of the Chrif-
tian Religion, who can keep, perhaps, half a
Score of Heathens under his Roof, and oblige
them to drudge and toil for him all their Lives;
and yet never labours to gain them to the Faith
of Chrift ? Alas! how can he keep his Con-
fcience eafy in fuch a Courfe ?  But, -

-

2. The Example of Chrift and his Apoftlcs
obliges you to this Duty. : '

The Example of Chrift muft certainly be a
Law to his Followers ; and in vain do they pre-
tend to that Characer; unlefs they conform them-
felves to it. And what did Chrift do in this Cafe ?
Why, he left all the Glories of his native Hea-
ven; he affumed human Nature with all its
common Infirmities, and, in Circumftances of
uncommon Abafement, he fpent Three and
Thirty tedious and painful Years in this wretched
World, and paffed through an uninterrupted Se-
ries of Poverty, Fatigue, TIl-Treatment and Per-
fecution ;. he at length died in Ignominy and
Torture upon a.Crofs. And what was all this
for ? It was for Africans,. as well as Britons : it
was for the contemptible Negroes, as well as,

: Whites :
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Whites : it was for poor Slaves, as well as for
their Mafters. Yes, for poor Negroes and Skaves, -

he thought it worth his while to fhed the Blood
of his Heart. As ¢ God would have a// Men to
¢ be faved, and to come to the Knowledge of
¢¢ the Truth,” fo Chrift ¢ gave himfelf a Ran-
¢ fom for all/* ;> i. e. for fome of all Ranks
and a/l Nations. In this Extent, at leaft, the
Words muft be taken. ‘This we may learn alfo
from the Songs of Heaven, which run in 'this
Strain, ¢ Thou art worthy—for thou waft flaim
¢ and haft redeemed us unto God by tlgr Blood,
¢ out of every Kindred, and Tongue, and People,
¢ and Nation +.” You fee, Brethren, fome of
. every Kindred, and Tongue, and People, and

Nation, thare in the Beneéts of this Redemption,.
and therefore join in the Song of Praife. Afri-
cans and Americans, as well as Europeans and
Afiatics, bear their Part in this celeftial Concert.

~ And oh! that the poor Negroes among us, who
have fo peculiar an Ear for Mufic and Pfalmody,
may be admitted to join in it, with ftill fuperior
Extafy and Harmony !

- I am fure, fuch of you as are Lovers of Chrift,
begin already to feel the Foree of this Argument.
Did he live and die, to fave poor Negroes ? And

. thall not we ufe all the Means in our Power, to
make them Partakers of this Salvation? Did he
pour out the Blood of his Heart for them ! And
fhall 'we begrudge a little Labour and Pains to
inftru® them ? We are not called to agonize and.
die upon a Crofs for them : but Jefus was ; and
he did not refufe. And fhall we refufe t:ffe

: ; ’ © ealier

P

. 1 Tim. ii. 4, 6. + Rev.v. q.

RS



to propagate their Religion, &c. 19

eafier Endeavours for their Salvation, which are
re%ui:ed on our Part ? If we are capable of fuch-
a Condud&, it is high Time for us to renounce
all Pretenfions of Regard to him, and his Ex-
ample. _
The Example of the Apoftles alfo, and the ..
primitive Minifters of the Gofpel, binds us to
the fame Duty. When they received their ex-
tenfive Commiffion, the Love of Chrift carried
them through the World, to difcharge it, among
{;‘ws and Gentiles, among Mafters and Servants.
"herever they found a Sinner, they preached
to him ¢ Repentance towards God, and Faith
¢¢ towards the Lord Jefus Chrift,” without re-
gard to the cutaneous Diftin&tion of Colour, or
the humble State of a Servant, or a Slave,
$¢ The Poor had the Gofpel preached unto
¢¢ them ;” and among fuch it was moft fuccefs-
ful. ¢ Not many mighty, not many noble
% after the Flefh, were called: but God chofe
«_the weak, the foelifh, the bafe and defpifed

" ¢ Things of the World — that no Flefh fhould

s¢ glory in his Prefence.” (1 Cor. i. 26——29.)
St Paul, in particular, theChief of the Apoftles,
and who was eminently the Apoftle of the Gea- -
tiles, thunned no Fatigues or Dangers, to carry.
this joyful News to the remoteft and moft' bar-
barous Parts of the World. For this End, he’
became a wandering Pilgrim from Country to
Country : he braved ‘the Dangers of Sea and
Land, and all the Terrors of Perfecution; and
at laft glorioully died in the Attempt. Servants
and Slaves were not beneath his Care. Many
Parts of his Writings are addreffed to them ;.
from whence we learn, that many of them had "
: embraced
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embraced the Gofpel, which he had publifhed

in their Ears. He thought it an Obje&t worthy
of his apoftolic Office, to give them Dire&ions
for their Behaviour, and to exhort them: to be
chearfully contented with their mortifying Con-
dition in Life. +¢ Let every Man, fays he, abide
“ in that Calling, wherein. he was called. ”
Chriftianity makes no Alterations in Matters of

Preperty, ‘in civil Diftin@tions or Employments. -
¢ Art thou called, being a Servant.? Care not -

¢ for it — for he that is called, being a Servant,,
¢ is theLord’'s Free-man *.” The Servants he
here fpeaks to, were probably not indented Ser-
vants or Hirelings, but what we call Slaves +.
And in thofe Times it was a much more com-
mon Pradiice, than it is now among the civilized:
Nations of Europe, to make Slaves of the Pri-
foncrs taken in War. But even to thefe, St Paul:

fays, ¢ If thou art called, being a Servant, or.
4 a Slave, care not for it:” aChriftian may be-

happy, even in aState of Slavery. Liberty, the
fweeteft and moft valuable of all Bleflings, is not
. eflential to his Happinefs : for if he is deftitute
of civil Liberty, he enjoys a Liberty ftill more.
noble and divine: ¢ He is the Lord’s free Man.”
The Son hath made him free from the Tyranny.
of Sin and Satan ; and therefore he is free in-
deed:  What a ftriking Inftance is this, both-of:
apoftolic Zeal for poor Slaves, and of the inva-

luable Advantages of being a Chriftian, which:

can

* 1 Cor. vii. 20, 21, 22.

*+ So the original Word. 35®--often fignifies : and’

fo it is rendered by Dr Doddridge. .
Fam, Exp. in loc.

A
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«<an render the loweft and moft laborious Station
in Life o infignificant, that a Man-necd #ot care
for it, but continue in it with a generous Indif-
ferency ! =1 fhall only add one Inftance more,
and that is the Cafe of Onefimus, Philemon’s
Servant. He had been once unprofitable to his
Mafter, and run away from him, as fome of
your Negroes do now. But in his Ramblings,
he happened to come in St Paul’s Way, while a
Prifoner in Rome. The Apoftle did not defpife
the unhappy Runagade, but efteemed his Con-
verfion to Chriftianity a Prize worth labouring
for. .He therefore communicated the Gofpel to.
him ; and it pleafed God to open his Heart to
receive it, and he became a fincere Convert,
Upon this, the Apoftle wrote a Letter to his
Matfter in his Favour, which is flill preferved,
among his immortal Epiftles, for the Benefit of
the Church in all Ages. He fhews all the Af-
fe&tion and Concern of a Father for him, and
does not difdain to call him bis Son, dear to him
as bis own Bowels. ¢ Ibefeech thee,” fays he to
hisMafter, ¢.for my SonOnefimus, whom I have
¢ begotten in my Bonds: who in Time paft was.
¢¢ unprofitable, g’ut now is profitable to thee, and
¢ me: whom I have fent again: thou therefore

- %€ receive him that is mine own Bowels--for perhaps

%¢ he therefore departed for a Seafon, that thou
¢¢ fhouldft receive him for ever; notnow as aSer-
“¢ vant, but above a Servant, a Brother belrved,
¢ efpecially to me; but how much more to thee, -
8¢ both in the Flethand in.the Lord ? If thou count
*¢ me therefore a Partner, receive him as myfelf,
¢¢ If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought,’
4¢ put that on mine Account. I Paul have writ-
o S  ten



¢ ten it with my own Hand, I will repay it.
¢ Yea, Brother, let me have Joy of thee in the
¢ Lord: refreth my Bowels in the Lord, by thy
¢¢ Compliance. * ” — What fatherly Aﬂ'egtion
and Solicitude, what ardent Zeal is here, for a
poor run-away Slave ! How different is this from
the prevailing Spirit of the Chriftians of our Age?
Had the Apoftles and their Fellow-Labourers
~ been as carelefs about propagating the Gofpel
among Heathens, as the Generality among us
are, Chriftianity would have foon died in that
Corner of the World, where it had its Birth ; and
we and the reft of Mankind would now have been
as much Heathens, as the African Negroes ?
But do thefe Examples lay no %)bligation
upon us to follow them ? Did the Apoftles dif-
cover fuch an ardent Zeal for the Salvation even
of Servants and Slaves ; and fhall we ‘be quite

negligent and carelefs about it? Did, they take

fo much Pains, pafs through fuch fevere Suffer-

ings, rifk their Lives, and even lofe them, in
the generous Attempt ? And fhall not we take

‘the eafier Meafures required of us. for their Con-
verfion? Alas! Is the Spirit of primitive Chrif-

" tianity entirely loft upon Earth? Or is Chrif-
. tianity declined with Age, and become an infig-
nificant Thing, unworthy. of ‘zealous Propaéao

tion? Or have the Souls of Slaves loft their Va-

lue, fo that it is no Matter what becomes of

" them ? How can you pretend to learn your Re-
ligion from the Apoftles; and yet have Crowds
of Negroes.in your Houfes or Quarters, as igno-
rant Heathens, as when they left the Wilds of
. Africa,

* Sce. the Epiftle to Philemon,

N
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Africa, without ufing any Means for their Con-
verfion? Will ye not endeavour to be Followers
«of the A‘go{’des in this Refpe, as they alfo were
of Chrift? If their Example has no Weight,
methinks the Condu& of Jews, Heathens, and
Mahometans may fhame you. They are all
zealous to gain Profelytes to their Religion,
though antiquated, or falfe. And will not you
labour to profelyte your Domeftics to the divine
Religion of Jefus? Certainly, if you do not,
even Jews, Heathens and Mahometans may rife
up in Judgment againft you. But,

3. Your Duty in this Refpe& will appear,
from the Worth and Importance of the Souls of
your poor Slaves — This I have hinted at al»
ready; but it deferves a more full Illuftration,

The Appointments of Providence, and the’
‘Order of the World, not only admit, but require,
that there fhould be civil Diftinétions among
Mankind ; that fome fhould rule, and fome be
fubje&t ; that fome fhould be Mafters, and fome
Servants. And Chriftianity does nrot blend or
deftroy thefe Diftinctions; but eftablithes and re-
gulates them, and enjoins every Man to condu&
himfelf according to them. In. this Refpect,
there are many Diftin&ions in the World. But
thefe DiftinGtions are ‘confined to this World,
and do not reach beyond the Grave. As to the
Affairs of Religion and Eternity, all Men-ftand
upon the fame Footing. The meaneft Slave is
as immortal as his Mafter; as capable of Hap-
pinefs or Mifery, .in_the higheft Degree, and of -
eternal Duration ; as much a Candidate for Hea-
~ven or Hell. Now it is this that gives Impor-

. . tance



24 - dpe Dury o Loryuans

tance to a Being. An Angel, or the moft ex-
alted Creature, if the Being of a Day, or a thou-
fand Years, would be but a Trifle, a Shadow.
When his Day, or his thoufand Years are patt,
he is as much nothing, as if he had never been.
It is little Matter what becomes of him; ‘let
him ftand, or fall; let him be happy, oy mifer-

able; it is all one in a little Time. But Im-

mortality is fo important an Attribute, that it
adds a Kind of infinite Value to every Being to
which it belongs, however mean and infignifi-
cant in other Refpeéts. * An ImMoRrTAL! 2
Being that fhall never cedfe to be! a Being
whofe Exiftence runs on for ever in parallel Lines,
with that of the eternal Father of Spirits ! a Be-
ing whofe Powers of Ation, and whofe Capa-
cities for Pleafure or Pain, fhall never become
decrepit or contracted, but ripen, improve and
enlarge, thro’ the Revolutions of eternal Ages!

a Being, that fhall perpetually afcend, inanend- -

lefs Gradation, from Glory to Glory, from Per-
feGtion to Perfe&ion, in the Scale of Bleflednefs ;
or that fhall fink for ever, from Deep to Deep,
from Gulph to Gulph, in Hell | —What an aw-
ful important Being is this! a Sharer with Angels,
in their higheft Prerogative and Dignity! a black

Skin, or a State of Slavery for fixty or feventy -

Years, is of no Confideration at all, in aur Efti-

mate of fuch a Being®. To be entrufted with .

the

© ® « Tmmortal! Ages pafl, yet Nothing gone !
Morn without Eve! a Race without a Goal !
Unfhortened by Progreffion infinite !
" Futurity for ever futare ! Life

Bcginni;ag

~
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the Care of fuch a Being, in its State of Trial,
to form it for its everlafting State!— How vaft,
how awful the Truft! To be inftrumental to
render fuch a Being happy, through its immortal
Duration! to “ save A,gom, FrROM DeaTn!”
to fave that precious immortal Thing, the Souz//
to fave it from Death ! from that dreadful Kind
of Death, which a Sox/ can die +! — How- be-
nevolent an A&, how noble an Exploit, how
glorious a Salvation is this! more benevolent,
more noble, more glorious, than to deliver Na-
tions from Slavery, or Famine, or the fevereft
temporal Diftrefs. But to be acceflary by Negli-
gence, or more dire/t Means, to the Ruin, the
eternal Ruin, of fuch a Being! to render its Im-
mortality its Curfe, 2;3 mcer Capacity of immor-

. - tal

Beginning flill, where Computation ends !
*Tis the Defcription of a Deity !
*Tis the Defcription of the meaneft S/age /
The meaneft S/zve, daresthen Lorenzo fcorn ?
‘The meaneft $/ave thy fovereign Glory fhares—
Man’s /aw/fal Pride includes Humility ;
Stoops to the lowelt ; is too great to find
Inferiors; all immortal! Brothers all !
Proprietors eternal of thy Love.

Night Thoughts, N© 6,

¥+ This Paraphrafe feems to me to point qut the
ftriking £mphafis of the Apoltle’s fhort Expreffion.
(Fames v. 19, 20.) ¢ Brethren, if any of youerr from
¢¢ the Truth, and one converthim ; let him know *’
this for his Encouragement, and he neither needs, nor
can have a ftronger, ¢ that he which converteth the
¢ Sinner from the Error of his Way, saaLyL save a
“ Soutr. FroM Dearn.”—An-illuftrious felf reward-
ing Exploit ! a glorious Salvation indeed !
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tal Pain ! — how horrid the Crime! how deep
the Guilt ! how fhocking the Thought! To be’
acceflary to the Murder of the Body, to lay
Countries wafte, and turn Cities into ruinous
Heaps, were nothing, in Comparifon of this:
for what are mortal Bodies, perithable Countries
and Cities, when compared to an immortal
Soul ? Well, fuchaSoul, fuch a precious immor-
tal Soul, has the meaneft Slave. Yes, thofe
ftupid dcfpifed black Creatures, that many treat
as if they were Brutes, are, in this important
Refpe&, upon an Equality with their haughty
Mafters. And can you think it is no Concern
of yours, to endeavour to bring thefe Immortals
into the Way of Salvation, and fave them from
an endles Duration of exquifite Mifery ? God
has communicated to you the grand Secret of
obtaining his Favour, and eternal Life; I mean
the Revelation of Jefus Chrift, which you have
in your Bibles: ¢ a Myftery, which was hid
¢¢ from Ages and Generations.” And he has
communicated it to ysx, that you may commu-
nicate it to others, particularly to your lgomc{tics,
-who are your immediate Care. And will you
ftill referve it to yourfclves, when immortal Souls
under your Roof, are perithing for Want of the
Knowledge of it? Is it nothing to you, that
- their Blood fhould be upon your Heads ; or that

the fupreme Judge fhould condemn you, as dc-
ceflary to their eternal Deftruction ¢ What do
you think of being fhut up with them, in the
fame infernal Prifon, without any Diftin&ion or
Superiority ; unlefs it be di/finguifbed and fuperior
Mifery," as having finned in fpite of clearer Con-
viction, and ftronger Obligations! Are you

‘ T
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Proof againft the Terrors of fuch a Thought ?
Or are you infenfible to the generous Pleafure,
of being inftrumental in rendering thofe happy
for ever, inthe World to come, who have done
you fo much Service irr this; and in peopling the
heavenly Regions with Inhabitants tranfplanted
from the barbarous Wilds of Africa? I befeech

" you, have Pity upon thefe miferable Immortals,

or God’s Sake, for their Sakes, and for your
awn, do not let them fink. into Hell from be-
tween your Hands, for want of a little Pains to
inftru& them. I hope you would by no Means
éxercife Barbarities upon their Bodies ; and will

" you be fo barbarous, as to fuffer their precious

hever-dying Souls to perith for ever; when, thro’

“the divine Bleffing, you might be the Means of

faving them ? Sure you are not capable of fuch

, inhuman Cruelty,

4. The DutyI am urging will appear, if you
confider the happy Influence your religious In-
fiructions might have upon your Negroes, even
for your own Intereft. ' g

Your own Intereft inclines you to with, they
would become good Servants; faithful, honeft,
diligent and laborious. Now there is no Expe-"
dient in the World, that can fo effectually ren-
der them fuch, as to make them real Chriftians.
You cannot but own, that the Precepts of Chrif-
tianity, are a compleat DireQory for the Beha-
viour of Servants, and enjoin upon them every
Duty, that a Mafter can reafonably require of
them : and that the Temper and Spirit of Chrif-
- B2 - tianity,
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tianity, is the moft excellent and amiable,- that
can adorn human Nature, in any Station of Life.
- There never was a good Chriftian yet, who was
a bad Servant. To be a Chriftian, as it refers to
Man, is to be obedient to Superiors, kind and

benevolent to all, faithful in evety Truft, dili--

gent in every Calling. And is not this the very
Charalter you with your Servants to deferve ?
Well, endeavour to make them true Chriflians ;
“and if God blefs your Endeavours, fuch they
will be. Indeed, they may be baptized, and be
Chriftians in Name, and yet be as bad Servants,
and as bad Men, as if they were Heathens. But
this is not the Thing I am urging. Endeavour
to make them Chriftians indeed 5 and then you
will find, they will deferve the Chara&er I have
defcribed. This will make them better Servants,
than the Terror of the Lafh, and all the fervile
" and mercenary Meafures you can ufe with them,
Then they will be governed by a Principle of
Cm{cima towards God : a Principle, which will
make them as honeft and diligent in your Ab-
* fence, as while under your Eye. Then, accord-
ing to St Paul’s Injun&ions, they will ¢ be obe-
¥ dient to their ‘Mafters in all lewfu! Things ;
¢ not with Eye-fervice, as Men-pleafers, but
¢ in Singlenefs of Heart, fearing God;” whofe
Eye, theywill be fenfible, is always upon them.
Then, ¢ whatfoever they do, they will do it
¢ heartily, as to the Lord, and not to Men
< knowing, that of the Lord they fhall receive
¢ the Reward ” of their Fidelity ; ¢ for they
s¢ ferve the Lord Chrift,” even in ferving their

carthly Mafters ; and he will reward the Service,
- as

\



io propagaie ibair Iiclifwon, &C. 29

as done to himfelf*. You fee, therefore, that
your own Intereff would be promoted by this
Means: In other Cafes, you are not infenfible of
the powerful Influence of Intereft. And fhall it
not prevail upon you, to ufe proper Endeavours

- for the Converfion of your poor Negroes ! Did

fome fpend that Time in the Ufe of fuch Endea-
vours, which they fpend -in tying them up, and
whipping them, they would probably receive
miore Advantage from it. Refolve, at leaft, to
make Trial of this Expedient; and pray for a
divine Bleffing upon it: and you.will probably
fee the happy Effels of it.

5. The Zeal and Generofity of others may
flir you up to the Difcharge of this Duty.

Sundry good People in England, at the Dif-
tance of near Four thoufand Miles, who have no
Conneion with your Slaves, but what they
have with human Klatdre in general, are much-
more zealous and ative for their Converfion,
than, alas! Thoufands of their Mafters among
us. As Reading is one important Mean of ac-
quiring religious Knowledge, they are very fo-
licitous the Negroes fhould learn to read; and
that fuch of them as have learned, fhould be
furnithed with good Books. For this Purpofe,’
they have been at the Expence of T'wo hun-
dred Pounds Sterling in Books, which ‘they
have, at different Times, fent over tp be diftri-
buted among  them. A moft feafonable, pious
and difinterefted Charity ! And may the God of

. B3 - all

* Colof, iii. 2224
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all Grace crown it with Succefs ! I folicit your
Prayers with my own, for this Bleffing; that
our generous Benefactors, thaugh they fhould
not receive the Intelligence fooner, may mect in
Heaven with many from Virginia, both Whites
and Blacks, who were brought thither by Means,
of this Charity. And I cannot but hope, and even
believe, that this, in fome Inftances, will be the
happy Confequence. Such Affiftance from fo re-’
mote aQuarter is 2 new Spring to my Endeavours
among you; and gives me fome Encouragement,,
that God has remarkably gracious Defigns towards
this guilty Land. It fometimes feems to me, as if
the ftrongHolds of Sin and Satan among us were
attacked from all Quarters; and therefors, that
it is determined in Heaven, they fhall fall. Oh}
let your Prayers contribute to the Accomplith-
" ment of my Hope.

Now, my Brethren, I may leave yourfelves to,
judge, whether the religious Inftrudtion of your,
Negroes, be not a Duty incumbent upon you,,

. Is this the Concern of Chriftians on the other
Side of the vaft Ocean? And is it not much,
more yours, Jor whom thefe poor Creatures la-
bour and toi] all their Lives, and who receive the’
Benefit of their Labours ? No Creatures in the.
. Britith Dominiops ftand in greater Need. of fuch
a Charity from our Britith Friends, than the paor

Negroes among us. But yet, I muft fay, this,
Neceflity proceeds rather f_r,omvtheWans of pipus,

Zeal and Generofity in their Mafters, than from,

the Want of Ability. Certainly, he that can:

lay out Forty or Fifty Pounds to purchafe a
Slave, is able to fpare a few Shi]ling:

him with a few Books for his Inftruction. This

i$

.
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# undoubtedly the Cafe in general, though there
are fome Exceptions. And who fo ftrongly ob-
liged to furnifh your Slaves with thefe, as your-
felves, who reap the Benefit of their Labours ?
Methinks you might blufh to receive Affiftance
in this Cafe. — But waving this Point at prefent,
what I would inculcate upon you is, that you
would, at kaff, concur with the Endeavours of
the noble-fpirited Benefalors, to chriftianize
your own Domeftics. Let their Example fire
you with Emulation, and engage you in this
apoftolic Work. Some of you, I doubt noty
will honeftly make. the Attempt. But alas! I
am afraid, ethers will continue negligent, even
after thefe Helps are put into their Hands.  If fo,
I warn you beforehand, that you muft. give an

" Account to the great God for your criminal

Omiffion ; and it is Time for you to bethink
yourfelyes, what Defence or Excufe you fhall be
3ble to make, — To enforce this Argument the
more, let me add, ’

6. The Relation you bear to your Negroes as
their Auflers, obliges you to inftru@ them inthe
Chriftian Religion. -~

Indeed, this Duty is not yours aloxe :. it is the
Duty ef every Chriftian, according to his Station,’
te do all in his Power for the Converfion of
others : and there is no Perfon fo infignificant,
but he may contribute fomething,. through di-

- vine Grace, to this benevolent Defign. The

meaneft Mamber in 2 Family may drop a Word,
or at leaft lead a Life, that may tend ta give
favourable- Impreflions of Chriflianity to thole.

: ' B4 - around’
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around him. The Infirultion of Negroes is
particularly the Duty of Ouverfeers, who have the
immediate Care of them ; and they will find it
impoffible to excufe themfelves, by flinging the
Fault upon the Owners; efpecially if they are
removed beyond the Reach of the Owner’s In-
fpeGtion. Their Souls will be required of the
. Overfeer’s Hand. And Itremble to think, what
‘a terrible Account many of them muft give.
But after all, the Care originally and principally
“lies upon the Mafters and Proprietors. It is as
much their Duty to feed their Minds with facred
Knowledge, as to feed and clothe their Bodies.
All the numerous and ftrong Arguments for
Family-Religion in general, are equally conelu-
five in Favour of this particular Branch of it.
But I cannot now take Time to mention them,
Will the Example of Abrabam in my Text,.
have no Weight with you ! Are not you under
the fame Obligations ‘with Fofbua, to refolve,
that, let others do what they pleafe, -¢¢ as for
¢¢ you and your Heufe, you will ferve theLord * 1
It is mentioned to the Honour of the Roman
Centurion, that he feared God with all bis Houfe ;
and fome of his boufhold Servants or Slaves, and
the Soldiers under him, were devout Men +.
And why fhould not you endeavour to render
jour Slaves fuch ?. But [ need not enlarge upon
fo plain a Point. I will venture to leave it to
ur own Confciences, to determine, whether
God would place immortal Souls under your
Care, without obliging you to endeavour to edu-
cate them for a happy Eternity ? Shall theywork
and

* Joth. xxiv. 15.. + A&s x. 1, 7.

A~
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and drudge for you all their Lives ! And are not
you bound, in },uﬁiCe and Gratitude, to retaliate
them, by endeavouring to make them Partakers
of the rich Bleflings of the Gofpel? Will you
not labour to make this Land of their Slavery, a
Land of fpiritual Liberty to them; and to bring
them to fhare in the heavenly Inheritance, in
Exchange for their Liberty, and as a Reward
for t?he ruits of their Labours, which you en-
ov P , , )
’ yAnd now, upon a Review of all thefe Argu-
ments together, I would have you come to fome
Conclufion what you intend to do with regard to
this Duty, of which, I prefume, you are now
convinced.  Brethren, what do you determine
to do? I am fure, if you have any Regard to
the Religion you profefs, or the divine Author of
it; if you have any Regard to the Salvation of
an immortal Soul, or to the Laws of Juftice and.
Geratitude ; if you have the leaft Spark of fincere
Piety towards God, or true Benevolence toMen;
you will honeftly begir’ the Attempt, and will
not dare to live one Week more, in the Negle©®
of fo plain and important a Duty.  But I know,
thofe that are difaffeted to the Duty, will try
to ward off the Convition, by various Pleas and
Excufes. And were you now to fpeak your
Minds, I fhould probably hear you ftart a thou-:
fand Objetions. L
Some of you, perhaps, would obje&, ¢ That’
¢¢ your Negroes are fuch fullen perverfe Crea-
¢¢ tures, or ftupid Dunces, that it'is impofiible
¢ to teach them any Thing thit-is good. >
‘This is undoubtedly the true Character of fome.
of them; and it muft afford a great deal of Grief -

‘Bs\ to
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to fuch of you, as are really concerned for their
everlafting Happinefs.  All you can do, in fuch
a difcouraging Cafe, is, to continue your En-
deavours ; and earneftly pray for a Blefling upon
them, from that God, who alone can rendes
them efficacious. And who knows what may
be the Iflue? Do you wait patiently ; and you
may yet reap the Fruits of your pious Labours,
Sullen, and perverfe, and flupid as they are, di-
vine Grace can render them gentle, pliable, and
* teachable, as a little Child. But fhopld your
Endeavours always continue unfuccefsful, as you
may expet they will with regard to fundry ; yes
you have this folid Confolation left youy, that
you are clear of their Blood, and have delivered
your own Soul, and your Reward is with tha
Lord.. He will accc{;t and reward even uzfuce
cefiful Fidelity. Bug I am ;Eprchenﬁye this Ob~
jettion, in many Cafes, is but an idle Pretence,
Your Negroes may be :&r;qrant and ftupid as tg
divine Things, not for Want of Capacity, but
for Want of Inftrution; not through their Per,
verfenefs, . but through your N,efliggnpe. From
the many Trials I have made, 1 have Reafan ta
conclude, that making Allowance for- their low
3nd barbarous Education, their imperfe@ Acs
quaintance with our Language, their having no
Opportunity for intelle@ual Improvements, and
the like, they are generally as capable of Inftrnc+

tion, as the white People. Befides, Chriftianity, -

as far as it is cflential tq Salvation, is pot.a diffis
cult Science ; and if sthey do not learn it, the

. Fault lies in the Heart, rather than in the Head,
Some of them thew, that they have Senfe enpugh
to love God, and hate Sin, though they are very

, ignorant

AN
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ignorant in othér Refpe@s. But to be fhort—
Be fure you make a thorough Trial, before you
ftart this Qbje&ion. Take all proper Means to
teach them, before you conclude they are un-
teachable. - And bear upon your Minds a deep
Senfe of the Vanity of all human Endcavours,
without the Concurrence of the Holy Spirit ; for
" which, pray witheut ceafing. ~
Some of you, perhaps, will obje&, ¢ That
¢ you can find no Time to inftru&k your Ne~
¢ groes ; nor can you allow them Time to at-
¢ tend to Inftrution. * I grant, that Religion
fhould by noMeans be made aPretence forldle-
nefs in Mafters or Servants; and that moderate
Induftry in your lawful Callings, is as much
your Duty, in its Place, as the religious Inftruc-
tion of your Domeftics. But granting this, there
is no plaufible Ground for the Objection after
all. . For are not the Aftairs of Eternity of in-
finitely greater Importance to you, than thofe of
"I"ime ? - Should you not be much more folicitous
how you and-yours fhall fubfift through etermal -
Ages, than how you fhall fubfift for a few Years
in this vanithing World ? Ifa proper Care of the
one, be inconfiftent with the other, to- which
fhould you give the Preference ? If you have not
‘Time enough to lay out upon beth, which; dd
you think, thould be negleéted ? Time or Eter-
wity ! Earth or Heavenr your perithing Bodies,
or your immortal Spirits? Can yoa hefitate 2
Moment in fo plain a Cafe! Whatever become
of yourfelves or your Families in this World, by
no means negleét to provide for your and their
Happinefs in the eternal World, which is jufk
" before you, Whatever be yndone, let not. the
oo Bs Work

b-. 3
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Work of Salvation be undone. Rather be poor,
_ yea, rather perith through Hunger and Naked-
nefs in this World, than let your Souls and Bo-
dies, -and thofe of your Slaves, perifh for ever in
the World to come. ‘This is a fufficient Anfwer
to your Objection, upon the worft Suppofition
you can poflibly make, viz. that the religious
Inftrufion of your Negroes is inconfiftent with

your temporal Intereft, and would render them

ufelefs, or a Burden to you. But this Suppo-
fition is wholly groundlefs: for the Difcharge of
your Duty to them, would not take up fo much
‘Time, as that the Lofs would be perceivable at a
Year’s End. Let this Duty take up your Sun-
day Evenings, and other leifure Hours, which
both you and your Slaves now fpend in trifling
or finning. And if you fhould fet apart two or

three ftated Hours in the Week for this Purpofe, -

where would be'the mighty Lofs ? Will you be-
grudge this fhort Space of Time for theSalvation
'of thofe poor Creatures, who fpend their whole
Lives in your Service ? Befides, you may eafily
drop a Word of Inftru&ion, while you are look=-
ing after them in the Field. Their Ears are
open, and their Thoughts may be employed

about divine Things, with an Ax or a Hoe in -

their Hands. In fhort, you will find, that this
Duty may be fo managed, as to be no Hindrance
at all to your Bufinefs : and in the Iflue, it may
be a great Advantage to it. For if God thould
blefs your pious Diligence, it will render them
much better Servants to you, as well as to him.-
Therefore, no longer think to excufe yourfelf
with this frivolous Pretence; but immediately
_ attempt what is unqueftionably your Duty. . .

AN
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" Will any of you farther object, ¢ That chrif-
¢ tianizing the Negroes makes them proud and
<€ faucy; and tempts them to imagine themfelves

. upon an Equah?t_y with white People? ” But

is- this the native Tendency of real genuine Chrif-
ianity . Is the true Chriftian Spirit haughty and
infolent ? Do the Do&rines or Precepts of Chrif-
tianity tend to cherifh Pride and Difobedience ?
If you think fo, why do you not renounce it
yourfelves ! Will you profefs a Religion, which,
has a native Tendency to make Men worfe, and
cherithes and confirms their wicked Difpofitions ?
Will you initiate your Children into fuch a dia-
bolical Religion? If you have fuch Notiens of
Chriftianity, you dre as rank Heathens at Heart,

" as the. rudeft African NeFroe: and your Chrif-

tian Profeflion is a moft glaring Abfurdity. But

you cannet but know in your-Confciences, that

true Chriftianity is quite another Thing ; that it

tends to infpire its Subjects with Modefty, Hu-

mility, Meeknefs, Faithfulnefs, and every Grace

and Virtue; and that a good Ghriftian will always
be a good Servant.  Recolle& what 1 have faid

on this Head already, and it will entirely remove

your Objection. 1 grant indeed, that there is

nothing fo excellent, but the depraved Heart of

Man may be capable of abufing it to the vileft

Purpofes. But this is no Objeétion againft the

Thing, but againft the unnatural fbufe of it. - A

Man may be proud of his good Senfe, Learning,

Eftate, or any real or imaginary Excellency. -
But will you hence infer, that you fhould keep
yourfelves or your Children ignorant, illiterate,
poor, and deftitute of every good Quality, in
order to keep you humble and pliable, and aﬁ
. , gu



d agpinft Pride and Infolence ! Upon this
Principle, you would leave human Nature naked
of every Excellency, and, to prevent Pride,
make it a meer Mals of Deformity. In’like
Manner, the holy Religion of Jefus may be
abufed as an Occafion of Vanity and Self-con+

. ceit, by thofe that ufurp the Name and external
Badges of it, without imbibing its Spirit. A

Negroe may defire to be baptized, meerly that
he may be in the Fathion; and even from this
bafe Principle he may be prompted to make
fuch a Profeflion of his Faith and Repentance,
as the Minifters of the Gofpel, who cannot in-
fpe& the Heart, may judge fufficient for his Ad+

- miflion to the Privileges of the vifible Church,

though his Profeffion .was but grofs Hypocrify in
the Sight of God, and may afterwards appear
fuch to them. Baptifm and the Chriftian Name
may indeed render fuch a wretched Creature

worfe. But that is not becaufe he 7s a Chriftian, -
but becaufe he is not a Chriftian, that is, a Chrif«
tian indeed, while he vainly imagines himfelf fuch.

Nothing can be ipferred from hence, but that

reat Care {hould be taken in the Admiffion of
%Iatejchumcm to Baptifin : And it is your Duty
to give all the Informations to Minifters on this
Pount, which may help to dire&t them in fo dif-
ficult and important. an Affair, .1 am fenfible

“that the Ordinance of -Baptifn, - learning the

Creed, Ten Commandments and the Lord’s
Prayer, a confufed Defite to: be admitted to
-Chuych Privileges, and fuch fuperficial Qualifi~
cations, are far from.rendering them #rye Chrif
tigns ;. and if they are admitted upon no. better
Evidence, they, a8 it Weres Feccive. a dg;dlg

o . Blow
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Blow fram the Hand that baptizes themi; and
the Chriftian Name will be.of no: Sewvice to:
them ; and they are likely, to be.a Scandgl to 47,
Let them firft fee their Sins ; let sheie Hearts. be:
broken with penitential Sorrows for them ; let-
them long and cry after Jefus as the only Savi-
ovur ; :{f recejve him with all their Hearts; let
them, in fhort, give. fome hopeful Evidences,
that they. are Chriftians indeed ; and ¢hen let:
them wear the Chnftian Name, and fhare in all.
the Privileges of the Children of Ged. Some
fuch, blefled be God, are to be found among us;
and to their Lives I may refer you for the moft
effeG@ual Confutation of your Objetion, Are
not the Savages transformed into Lambs and:

Doves?. T Ey'ﬁill, have their Imperfe&ions ;

and the beft.Chriftian among. us gannot boaft an
eatire Freedom from them in this Life : bt are.
they not habitually humble and meek;-dutiful,-
faithful, diligent, and the Reverfe of what they.
once were? Such would all the Negraes be,
were they all fincere Chriftians :- and what can
be 2 more ftriking Evidence of the happy Tens:

~depcy and powerful Efficacy of eur holy Reliy

gion, o male Men of all Natians, and in alk
Statians, trufy good - - {0
But you will perhaps fay,  Some, who ance

¢ made a great Profeflion of Religion, and were
¢ baptized, have.apoflatiged, and bedome ay
< bad gs ever. 7 ~This, alas ! is too true as to
fome :.and the Lord have Mercy on the miler-
able Back-fliders, whofe laft State is worfe than
their firfk} But you know, this is net the Cafe
of all, ner,- I hope, of the Generality ; and. ta
find even .3 fow chofen, among the many.chay
- ooy ; m



had - v Al

are called, is an unfpeakable Pleafure; and 2
fufficient Encouragement to the Duty I am re-
commending. But were the Ground of this
Complaint more general than it is, what would
you infer from itf that it is not the Duty of
- Chriftians to propagate their Religion, and par-

ticularly, of* (ghriﬂian Mafters to propagate it
among their Domeftics ? This would be an ex-
travagant Inference indeed ; and upon this Prin-
ciple, you would banifh all Religion out of the
World. - Are there no Apoftates among white
People, among Britons and Virginians ? Would

toGod there were not! but the melancholy Fa&t -

is too notorious to be denied. And fhall all re-
ligious Inftructions be given up on this Account ;

and the immortal Religion of Jefus fuffered to -

die with the prefent Generation, without
farther Endeavours to preferve and fpread it, t?;
fome that have pretended to embrace it, fhould
~ afterwards renounce it in Pra&ice or Profeffion ?
The Truth is, Offences muft come ; Apoftafies
muft happen, in the prefent State of Things.
There have been Apoftates from all the Religions
that ever were in the World, whether true or
falfe : Apoftates from- Judaifm, -Mahometifm,
Heathenifm, (if I may call' them Apoftates) as
well as from Chriftianity. And if we muft give
over our Attempts to propagate- it on ‘this Ac-
count, it is to confent to put an End to all Re-
ligion, whether Natural or Revealed, whether
true or falfe. ‘The beft Remedy againft this, is
what I prefcribed in Anfwer to the laft Objec
tion, wiz. to take all poffible Care, that none
beé admitted to Baptifin, and.into the Chrifttan
Churchy but fuch as give hopeful Evideaces of 2
e thorough

-~
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thorough Converfion. After all, it muft, alas !~
be expected, that while Minifters can judge only
by external Appearances, and fome even of the
unpolithed Negroes are artful enough to deceive,
many will unavoidably be admitted, who, like
the Crowds of Chriftians among us of a fairer
Colour, are but Hypocrites ; and, notwithftand-
ing all their - Privileges, will be condemned at
laﬁ as Workers of Iniquity ; or may, perhaps,
even in this Life, throw off the Mafk, and ren-
der it neceffary to exclude them from the Com-
amunion of Chriftians. " - -

- The dulleft of Mankind have generally a very
ready Invention to find out Obje&tions againft a
Duty that is difagreeable to them : And it may
‘be impoffible for me to particularize them all.
But I dare fay, your Judgment is already con-
vinced ; -and, however unwilling you may be td
own it, -your Conlcience i8 6n my Side.” You
may pretend this and that as the Reafon of your

_ Omiffion.  But fhall I tell you the plain Truth?

— The true Reafon is, your ftupid Careleflnefs
about Religion, and about your own Souls; as
well as thofe: of your Slaves, Could this Ob- .
je&tion, the Qbjection, not of your Reafin, but
of a wickéd Heart, be once removed, we fhould
hear no more of the reft. For this is a certain
Truth, that he that loves Religion himfelf, will
endeavour to bring others to love it; he thatis
concerned about his own Salvation, will be alfo -
concerned ahout that of others; and he, and

.only he, who is carelefs what becomes of "his

own Soul, can be carelefs about the Souls com-

_mitted to his.Charge, And are you fit for Hea-

ven, -or ukd?l £o be admitted thither, while this
fo- - ' Temper



Temper is predominant in you? Are you pre~
pared for the Region of Holinefs, while you are
thus difaffeCted to it ? Alas! no; in your pre-
fent Condition, you are fitred for Deflrutiion,
and nothing elfe. And is it not Time for you
to awake to the Care of your swn immortal Souls ?
When once you begin to take Care of them,
you will foon extend your Care to the Souls of
your poor Negroes.
_ And now, Sirs, may I not hope, you are de~
termined to live in the wilful Neglect of this
Duty no longer? If not, will you not be felf+
condemned ! Will ﬁou not carry an unealy Mo-
nitor in your own Breafls, that will be perpetu~
ally urging yau to your Duty, and remonftrating
againft your Omiffions of it? And oh! what
Accoupt will you give to the great God at laft?
Oh.! that you may think of it in Time: for |
can affure you, it deferves your moft ferious
Thoughts,

What now remains is, to give.you fome Di-

reflions for the right Performance of this Duty.
- And thefe fhall refer both to the Qualifications
requjred in you as the Inftru@ors of your Slaves,
and the bel'ty Manner of inﬁm&'ing. them, 1fhall
not enlarge upon ecither: for, 1 know, if you
are zealoufly fet.upon the Difcharge of the Duty,
?i‘c few fhort Hints as to fhe Maaner, will be fuf-

ient, : W -

~

. The DireQions with regard to yourfelves are
fuch as thefe, o

Endeavour to fumith your own Minds with
religious Knowledge ; otherwife, it is imigglfe
. , ible
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fible you fhould communicate religious Know-

ledge to your Domeftics. —— For this Purpofe,

read, hear, pray, meditate, and diligently attend
upon all Means of Inftru&jon. —1In this Way,
you may ‘hope to remove an Objection, which,
alas | has as much-Truth in it, as any of thofe,

- I have anfwered, viz. ¢ That you are fo igno-

** rant yousfelves, that you are not capable of-
‘¢ teaching others. ”’ l¥ow fcandalous and cri~
minal is this, to be ignorant of the Religion you
profefs! to beignorant of it, with Bibles in your_

"Hands, and Means of Inftru&®ion all around

you! How dangerous a State is this! Can you
expect to blunder into Heaven gt Random, with-,

out knowing the Way that Jeads to it? Alas!

you may be deftroyed for lack of Knewvledge®, as.
well as by she groflet}t Vice. -‘;f'l:'berQFOte lal;ou:,

to furnifhyour Minds with ufeful Knowledge,

Again ; :

“Endeavour to maintain a deep Senfe of eternal -

Things upon your Spirits. Or, labour to get.
your Hearts deeply imprefled with the Things.
you know.—This will at once excite you to.ufe,
proper Means for the Converfion of thofe upder.
your Care, and make you ferious and folemn in
the Ufe of them, ‘ :

Let your Example enforce your Inftru&jons, -

and exhibit to them a tiving Pattern of pra&ical

Religion, The dulleft Negroe has Senfe enough -

to fee the Abfurdity of a meer Profeflion of Reli-
gion, withquf 3 correendent Praclice. But if
they fee shatyour Religion makes you goad M::‘i :

- ® Hef.iv. 6

’
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and confequently good Mafters, it will be a ftrong
Prefumption to them in its Favour. :

In a Word, Endeavour to be true Chriftians
yourfelves, in Knowledge, in Temper,” and in
Pra&tice; and then you are qualified to inftruét
your Families. But without thefe Qualifications,
you will not either make the Attempt; or are
not likely to fucceed in it. '

" Let me now add a few Direions as to the
. Mamm' and Ways of Inftruion.

~ Encourage your Negroes to learn to read, and
give them all the Affiftance in your Power. En-
courage your Children to teach them: or letone
of themfelves be taught either at Home, or at
School ; and let him teach the reft*. ‘There
may be fome of them fo old, fo ftupid, or fo ig-
norant of our Language, that it may be almoft
impoffible to teach them. But as to the Young,
efpecially thofe - that are born in your Houfes 3
and as to thofe that are defirous to learn, though
“ advanced in Age, I have found by Experience,
this Direction is very pracicable. Let us zea-
: ' . loufly

® As I would earneftly recommend reading the
Scriptures and finging the Praifes of God as Parts of
Pamily-Religion ; fo I would recommend it, as an
eafy and very ufeful Expedient to improve the Negroes
in Reading, that,"when they begin to read, they be
ordered to bring their Bibles and Pfalin-Books with
them, when they attend upon Family- Worthip, and

to look over the Chapter or Pfalm, as it is read by the -

Mafter of the Houfe. This I Kave found by Experi-
ence to be a very good Expedient,

-
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loufly make the Attempt with the prefent Gene-
ration ; .and then they will be able to teach their
Children themfelves; and thus this ufeful Branch
of Learning will be conveyed down to their
Pofterity, with little Trouble or Expence to their
Owners. o »

Frequently fpeak ferioufly to thiem. upon the
great Concerns of Religion. ,

Endeavour to teach them fome fhort Sum-
mary of the Chriftian Religion. And I know
none fo proper for them, becaufe none fo plain,
asDr 7atts’s firft and fecond Setts of Catechifms :
which, if you cannot, or will not provide for
them, I fhall endeavour to furnith them with. .

Maintain the daily Worthip of God in your
Families. And endeavour to time it fo, that
your Slaves may have Opportunity of attending.

-—W hat can more familiarly teach them their

‘Wants and Mercies, their Duties and Sins, than -
to hear you folemnly mention them every Day in
your Prayers to God ? :
Reftrain them from rambling about on the-
Lord’s Day, the moft proper Tume for them to
get Knowledge; and do not comnive at their
working upon it for themfelves; much lefs ob-
lige them to it, in order to furnith themfelves
with thofe Neceflaries, which it is your Duty to
provide for them. .Command and oblige them to
fpend thofe facred Hours in public and private
Attendance upon divine Worfhip; and endea-
vour to make them fenfible of the Ends and De-
figns of it. ‘ )
Maintain



$o  dpe Duiy of Corifiians, &C.

Maintain a proper Authotity over them, and
‘do not make yourfelves contemptible to them,
by exceffive Familiarity and Indulgence. But,
on the other Hand, do not treat them with Bar-
barity, as if they were Dogs, and had no Share
in the fame human Nature with yourfelves.

* Finally; be always fenfible, that the Succefs
of all your Endeavours depends upon: the¢ Con-
currence of divine Grace ; and earneftly pray
0 God fot the Blefled Spirit to mriake them effec-
tual. : :

- Thefe fhort Dire&ions are eafy to be under-
ftood by thofe that are. difpofed to pradife them.
And certainly, they are not impra&icable, thro’
the Grace of God, to a Chriftzan.. The Ob-
je&tions againft them muft arife not from Reafon
or Inability, but from a flothful difaffected Heart,
The Omiflion will involve you in very dreadful *
Guilty-and it is likely to occafion the eternal
Ruin of Thoufands of immortal Souls. The
Obfervance of them, through the divine Bleffing,
might contribute to your Satisfattion and Intereft-
in Time and Eternity, and advance a very mi-
ferable Part of heman Nature to all the Glory
and Happinefs of the heavenly World. 1f any
of you are Proof againft the Ehergy of fuch Con-
fderations as thefé, I have none more weighty
or affecting to propofe to you. .But fome of you,
1 doubt not, have already felt their Force, and
others will, Ihope, fubmit to it for the futurei~=
Which may God grant for Jefus’ Sake. Amen. -

FINTIS
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