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To the Ricut houovum the

EARL of HALIFAZX,

Firft Lorp Commssxoun of

TRADE and PLANTATIONS
And one of the Lorps of
HIS MAJEST Ys
Moft Hovour asLe

PRIVY COUNCIL, &, &

pRLFE S the following Pages con-
e E Al tain the Genuine Sentiments of
ogak a Heart full of Zeal for
' "~ the Honour of His Ma-
jefty King GEORGE, and a juft
Indignation againft a bafe, cowardly
. Negle, to defend the Civil and Reli-
a




DEDICATION.

. gious Liberties of " Britifb America,
they cannot be unacceptable to Your

Lordfhip. S

.~ *his Difeoutfe having h dice& Ten-
dency to raife a Noble Spirit among

the Inhabitants of the Weftern World,

whofe Territories have been firft infi-

dioufly curtailed, and then openly a¢-

tacked by the perfidious, and reftlefs

Dilturber of the Peace both of :Emrope,
and -America, the Circulating thereof

muft - neceffarily be a Matter of no

 fmalkImportance. ;.- , [ [ 5F

Here Courage is fet upon its proper
Bafis, which will produce more folid,

" fteady, and perfevering Vigouf, than
any "Methods that are‘orcan be taken,
meerly to inflame the Paffiohs,’ for that
is only To itoxitate' Men with Rege;
and temporary f*hrenfy .

“T'he Author’s Friendfbip fent the
Manufcript ¢refs- the Atlantickto my’
Hands; and having read it, I thought



it would bé criminal to-conceal fuch ges.
nerous Principles, and powerful Motives
to His Majefty’s Service, from the Pub-
lick, either ih England or America,

And fhould You, my Lord, think.
fit to trtroduct this American Compo-,
ftion to His - Majefty’s View; muft-
it not give Him a: real -Satisfaction,.
to Tee the goateful: Apprehenfion -the.
Inhabiants  of that Country hate of
His ‘patérnal Care, and’ that there is
arnong them 2 Spirit of undiffembled,
Loyalty to His Perfori, atd moft whe-
dent Zeal in His Service, not aloge-
ther unworthy of His Royal Regard ?

Your Lordfhip’s juft Senfe of the
‘Utility and Importance of the Britifh
Colomies in  America, and conftant
Watchfulnefs over theh, -as ‘myfelf and .
all others that have Connettions there
know ; have gain'd You, Sir, the uni-
verfal Efteem of the Inhabitants of
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that extenfive and now populous Con- - (

tinent.

Permit me then with the moft pro~

Jound Refpeét to dedicate to your Lord-
thip, what- I apprehendis fo well cal-
culated to promote His Majefty’s Ser-
vice, and the vigorous Defence of His
Dominionsin general : And if {pread-
ing thefe Sentiments in the Country

which gave them Birth, fhould have

that happy Effect, I fhall efteem it an
additional Honour to that of being. per-
rmtted to fubfcribe myfelf,

Your LORDSHIP’S
Moft devoted,
and Obedzent :
Fumble Servant,
DENNYS pe BERDT.

/
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Curfed be be that doth the Wirk of the
Lord deceitfully 5 and curfed be be that

. keepeth back bis Sword from Bleod. . .,

2 0 T HING can | bcmorea-

greeable to the God of Peace,

X than to fee univerfal Harmony -
GESIIS® and Benevolence prevail among
his Creatures : and He has laid them undgr
the ftrongeft Obligations to cultivate a pa-
cific Temper towards one another, both as

Individuals, and as Nations. < Follow . .
“ Peace with all Men,” is one.of the prin; =" N
cipal Precepts of our holy Religion, _And o
the great Prince of Peace has folemnly -

pronounced, ¢ Blefed are the Peace-mas
« kers,” .

" But when, in this corrupt ﬁifo?&eféci
State of Things, where the Lufts of Men
ar perpetully, embrpiling the World with
Wars and Fightings, and throwing all in; -
to Confufion ; ‘when Ambition and Avaricg
would rob us of -our Propesty, fof which
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4. %e ‘CuRsE gf Cowanmcn.

we havc toxlcd and on which we fubfift 5
when they would enflave the free-born
‘Mind, and ‘¢ompel‘us meanly: to cringe to
Ufurpation and . Arbitrary. Power ;. when
they would tear from our eager Grafp the
moft valuable Bleffing of Heaven, I mean
our ‘Rectcion’: when -they invade our
Country, formerly the Region of Tran-
quilkity, ravage our Frontiers, butcher our
Fellow-Subje&s, or confine them in a bar-
barous Captivity in the Dens of Savages;
when our eartbly All is ready to be feized
by rapacxous Hands, and evén our EYernal
All is'in Danger by the Lofs of our Reli-
“gion ¢ when this is the Cafe, what is then
the Will of God? Muft Peace then be
maintained ? maintained with our -perfidi-
ous ‘and “cruel Invaders ? maintained at-the
Expence of Property; Liberty, Life, and
every Thing dear and- valuable ? maintain-
cd, when it 1s in our Power to vindieate
ouf Rxght? “and do ‘ourfetves: Juftice » Is
the Work of Pcacc then our only Bufinefs ?
No“, in fuch a”Time even “the God of

Peace proclaims by his Provxdencc, « To
. »- Arms ™ Then the Sword is, as it were,

cofecratédto God; and the Art of War
. bécomes a Part of -our Relgw;z Then




The Cursk of COWARDICE:> 5~
happy is he that thall reward our Enémies; .

- as_they have: ferved cus*, . Blefledis -the:

brave Soldier : blefled’ is. the Defender of::
his Country, and the:Deftroyer ofi its Ene->
mies. Blefled are they who offer ‘themn-:
felves willingly in this Servite, and who-
faithfully difcharge it. . But on the .other
Hand, ¢ Curfed is he that-doth the 'Work.,
« of the Lorddeceitfuilly 3 and <curfed..is: -
¢ he that keepeth back Bis SwOrd from
« Blood.” ~° -

. As to the ongmal Rcﬁerence and Mean—;
ing of thefe Words, it is fufficient. to. my -
Purpofe to obferve, | That, the . Moabites, !
againft whom this Prophecy was immedi-:

* ately denounced, were a troublefome and,

reftlefs Nation in the Ne;ghbourhood of,

the Fews, who, though often Hbdued by,

themy as France.  has been by ‘England, yet,
upon every Occafion ftruggled to recover,

" their Power, and renewed their Ho{hlmqs.

By this, and various other Steps, they were,
arrived "to” the “higheft Pitch of .national”
Guilt, and ripe for Execution. .The Bz~
bylonians were commiffioned for'. this, Work:
of Vengeance : and they were bound to ¢x».
‘ Ag ecute

* Pl oxxxvii, 8 «
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- ecute the Commiffion faithfully, under Pee

, naIcy oflaCurfe. “'Fo them this Denunci-
ation ‘was immediately ditected, « Curfed

«<-be he ' that doth the Work of the Lord
«¢ deecitfully or'negligenty * 5 and curfed
< be he that keepeth back his Sword from

« Blood.” «This is exprefied in the Form

of an :Imprecation, or an authoritative De-
- nunciation of a Curfe: And in this Form,
it might be ufed, confiftently with Bene-

_ volence, by a Prophet fpeaking as the-

Mouth-of ‘God. . Buk this is not a Pattern
. for our, Imitation, who are peculiarly ob-
liged under the Gofpel to « Blefs, and curfe
s wot,” apd to ¢ pray for all Men.” How-
,ever,- it ‘may be pronounced even by
“our Lips #s a Declaration of the righteous
Curfe of ‘God againft a- ‘daftardly Refufal
to engage in War; when it is our Duty ;
ora deceitful negligent Difcharge of that
. Duty, after we have engagedin it. Thefe
are the Crimes that'feem intended in my
Text:-and againft each of thefe the tre-
mendous Curfe of Jeiovan is ftill in-full
Force/in:'all ‘Ages, even. under the mild

and gentle lepenfatwn of the Gofpel.

' Cowardice
® sy, Septuag.
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Cowardice and" Txeachery are now: as exes
crable. as ever.
< Curfed be be that keepeth back bis Swd

«¢ from Blood.”— This Denunciation, like
the Artillery of Heaven, is leveled againft
the mean, fneaking Coward, who, when-
God,. in the Courfe of his Providence, calls.
him to.Arms, refufes to obey, and con<
fults his own Eafe and Safety, more than

_his Duty to God and his Country. _
¢ Curfed be be that doth the Work of tbc
- Lord deceitfully.”— This feems to be level-
~ ed againft another Species of Cowards ; fly,
hypocritical Cowards, who undertake the:
‘Work of the Lord, - thatis, take up Arms 3
- but they do the Work of the Lord deceiss:

fully, that is, they do not faithfully. ufés
their Arms for. the Purpofes: they were:
taken. They commence Soldiers, not.that

they may ferve their Country, .and do theii.
Duty to God, but that they may live. in
Eafe, Idlenefs and Pleafure, and éntich.
themfelves at the public Expence. Curfed
is be that doth - the Work of the Lord de~
ceitfully, and ferves himfelf under Pretence
of ferving his Country. = - '

You Gentlemen and others, whom D
this Day behold: with peculiar Pleafure en
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gaged in. the . Caufe of " your negleted
Country, and who have done. me-the.Ho-.
niour ‘of invitng me to . this Service s a
Service, which I'am fure I fhould pelform
to_ your Satisfaltion, if my. Preparations-
and Abilities were. proportioned tg.my- Be-.
névolence for you,- and my. Concern for.
your Succefs :..2ou: are "peculiarly interefted;
in.the Remarks I: have: made upen the.
Text. And that I 'may contribute -all in:
my, Power both to increafe ‘your. Number,
and -direct yau. to"a. proper. Conduét in the.
honourable Character. you - ﬁzﬁajn, 1 fhall-
lay,b@fo.re .you a brief View of the prefent:
Gircumftances of our Country, from which"
it.will appear,."thas the War in which- we’
. ates engaged;ls a Duty, or' THE WoRrk oF

" Tae. Lorb ; :and-confequently, thatwe aré y

all obliged, according to our refpetive Cha-
radtérs, ,to carry it on .with - Vigour, under-
* Penalty of falling under the: Curfe of God. -
And then I fhall fhew you: what is.the de--
eeitful, Performance of: the Lerd’s Work,-
or unfeafonably keeping back ofithe Sword:
from Blood, which expofes to' the Curfe.
I.Iam to lay before you a brief View,
of the prefent Circumftances of our Coun-
try, which render the War in.which we are
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engaged the Work of the Lord, which
confecrate Swords as Inftruments of ‘Righ~
teoufnefs, 3nd call us to the dreadful, bus .
important Duty of fhedding human Blood,
upon Penalty of falling under the tremen-
dous Curfe of God.

Need I inform you what Barbmuw :
and Depredations a. mongrel Race of . In-
dian Savages and French Papifts have per-
petrated upon our Frontiers? How: many
deferted or demolithed Houfes and Plan-
tations! How wide an Extent of Country:
abandoned ! How many_poor Familits ob+
liged to fly. in Confternation, and leave theit:
All behind them ! What Breaches and Se-
~ parations between the ncareft Relations !
What painful Ruptures of Kleast from.
Heart! What fhacking Difperfions of thofe.
once united by the ftrongeft and moft en~.
dearing Ties! Some lie dead, mangled:
with favage Wounds, confumed to. Athes:
with . outrageous Flames, or torn and de.
voured by . the Beafls of the Wildernefs;:
while their Bones lie whitening in the Sun,.
" and ferve as tragical Memorials of the ‘fa-.
tal Spot where. they fell. Others have
been dragged away Captives, and made the
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Qthers have inade their . Efcape,’ and live

* tai dathent . their. butchered - or« captivated

Friends and Relations. :: In thort, our Fron-
tiers have been drenched with the: Blood of -
onr. Fellow-Subjeéts, through the Length
of a thoufand Miles : . and new: Wounds are
Rill openitig. ‘We; in thefesinlarid Parts of
of .the Couintry; are. as ‘yet unmolefted;
through the immerited Mercy of Heaven.

- But let us glance a Thought: to the Weft-.

ern Extremities of our Body Politick 3
apd what ‘melancholy Scenes open -to our’
View |.. Now,. perhaps, while-1- am {péak-
ing ‘now, while you are fecure arfd un-

.molefted, our Fellow~Subjé&s‘ there may

be. feeling the Calamities I am defcrib-,
ing. . Now,. perhaps, the favage  Shouts
and Whoops of Indians, .and the Screams:
and Groans of fome butchered - Family,

" may be” mingling their Horrors, .and cir-

culating, their horrendous Echoes thro’ the
Wildernefs .. of . Rocks and Mountains.,
INow, perhaps: fome tender. delicate Crea~
ture~may be, fuffering; aniinvoluntary: Prof-
ticution: to; favage: Luft; and: perhaps de-.
bauched and murdered by the .fame Fand.
Now, perhaps, fome miferable Briton. or.

Virginiaf rhay. be: pafling through & tedious
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Procefs of Experrm&n‘& in the infernal’ A
of Torture.. 'Néw fome- hetplefs” Childieh
may be torn from ‘the Armls 6f théif e
dered Parerits, and dragged - avVay ‘weep’
ing -and wringing their Hands;" to «reccive
their Education among Barbarians, - :ind
to be formed wpon’ the’ Modcl of 2’
cious Indian Soul. Lot n i

And will thefe V:olenCesv' ceafe- without

a vigosous and timely Refiftance from us ?
Can Indian-Revenge and ‘Thirft for Blood
“be gluted 2" or - can French Amibition snd
-Avarice be fatisfied ¥ No, we have rio Nlet
thod left, but to repét Forde - with Forez,
and give them Blood to drink- ih’ thefr
“Turn, who havedruik ours; If wé Refill
and do nothiig; or cotitent ourfeliés} ia
-alas: we:have hitherto, with.feeble’ Hil'aibry
Efforts, we may- éxpé@ théfe: Birbiitids
-will not only continue; 'but’that: ‘the Prdi-.
.ans, -headed by the Freneh, - thofé eteridl
.Enemiés of Peace; -Libbtty4nd- Britons,
-will carry their. Iniroads -} farther “intb
the Country; dnd reach éveii-'to us. * By
.the, Defertion. of our: remote Settlements,
.the Frontiers are approaohng evety: D&y
" nearer and nearer to'us : and'if' wé cannog

ftand otr Ground now, when we have above
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an hundred Miles ofathtckfetde,dcoun
fry between usand the Enemy, much lefs
fhall we able, when our Strength is weak-
ened by fo vaft a Lofs of Men, Arms and
Riches, and we lie expofed to their imme-
dxptelncunﬁons Some cry, ¢ Let the

<« Enemy come down to us, ‘aad then we
« will fight them.” But this is the trifling
Excufe of Cowardice, or Security, and not
¢he Language of Prudence and Fostitude.
Tho who  make this Ples, if the Enemy

" fhould take them at their Word; and make

them fo near & Vifit, would be as forward
in Flight, as they are now backward to
nlu,- up Arms,

.. ‘Such,, my Brethren, fuch, alas!. isthe
iarefentsm of our,Countuy ¢:itbleeds in
ashoufand Veins; and.without:ia. timely
Remedy, the - Wound will prove moital.
And in' fuch -Circumftances, is it not our
Prty; in the Sight of God, .is it.'not a
Work: o which the Iord londly callsius; tb
sake up Arms for the Defence.of our Coun-
17y ? Certainly it is: and < curfedis. he,”
who having no Ties. fuﬂia:mly freng to
mnﬁaelumat Home, ¢ keepeth hisSword
“ frqn; mooqu” ?l“he mean, fhesking

vno o - Wretch,
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Wretch, that can defert the Caufe of hig
Country in fuch an Exigency ; his Coun-,
try, in the Bleﬂ'mgs of which - he fhared,
while in Peace and Profperity ; and which
is therefore intitled to his Sympathy and
Afiftance in the Day of its Diftrefss
that cowardly ungrateful Wretch fing a~
gainft God and his Country, : and deferves
the Curfe of both. Such aCondu& in fuch a
Conjunéture, is a moral Evil, a grofs Wick-~
ednefs ; and expofes the Wretch to the hea-
vy Curfe of God both in this and the eter=
nal World. ,

And here I cannot but obfem, that
- among the various and numberlefs - Sins
under which our Country groans, and
which muft be looked upon as; the Caufes
of our public Calamities, by every one thas
believes a divine Providence ; (a. Doétrine fo
comfortable, and fo effential. both in Na-
tural and Revealed Religion ; an Articlein
the Creed of Heathens and Mahometans,
as well as Jews and Chriftians ;) I fay a-
mong thefe various Sins, Cowardice 'and
Security are none of the leaft. He that
hath- determined the Bounds of “our Habi-
tation, hath planted us in a Land of Li-

: B
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berty and Plenty 3 a Land, till lately, un-
alarmed with the Terrors of War, and un-
ftained with human Blood : Indeed, all
Things confidered, there are but few fuch
happy Spots upon our Globe. And muft
it not highly provoke our divine Benefac-
tor, to fee a People thus diftinguithed with
Bleflings, o infenfible of their Worth, fo
ungrateful for them, and fo unacquainted
with their own Unworthinefs to receive
them? What can be more evidential of
their undue Apprehenfions of the Worth of
thefe Bleflings, than their being fo little con-
cerned to fecure and recover them? The
Generality among us have alted, as if their
Interefts at Stake -were fo trifling, that it
would not be worth -while to take Pains,
or -encounter Dangers, to preferve them.
What greater Evidence can be given of
Ingratitude, than a fupine Negleét of thefe
- Bleflings, and fuch a ftupidly tame and irre-
fiting Refignation of them into bloody and
rapacious Hands? And what can be more
evidential of 2’ proud Infenfibility of our
Unworthinefs of fuch Bleffings, -than our
being fo inapprehenfive of lofing them,
.even in the moft threatening and dangerous
! Circumftances ? Our-Countrymen in gene-
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ral have a&ed, as if Beings of their Impor-
tance and Merit might certainly reft in the
quiet unmolefted Pofleffion of their Liberty
‘and Property, without any one daring to
difturb them, and without their doing any
Thing for their own Defence : or as if nei-
ther God nor Man could ftrip them of their
'Enjoyments. What vain felf-confident Pre-
fumption, what intolerable Infolence is this,
in a finful Nation, a People laden with Ini-
quity, who have forfeited every Blefling,
even the Ground they tread upon, and the
- Air they breathe in ;- and who live meerly

"by the immerited Grace, and Bounty of
God ? Is not Cowardice and Security, or
an Unwxllmgncfs to engage with all our
Might in the Defence of our Country, in
fuch a Situation, an enormous Wickednefs in
the Sight of God, and worthy of his Curfe,,
as well as a fcandalous daftardly Meanne/s
in the Sight of Men, and worthy of pub-

- lic Shame and Indignation? Is it not fit,
that thofe who fo contemptuoufly depreci-
ate the rich and undeferved Bounties of Hea-
ven, and who fwell fo infolently with a vain
‘Conceit of theirown Importanceand Worth,

fhould be pumfhed with the Lofs of thefe
: B2 '
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_ Bleflings ? What Difcipline can be more fea-

- fonable or congruous ? May we not fuppofe,

that divine Providence has permitted our
Body Politick to fuffer Wournd after Wound,
and baffled all our languid Efforts, in order
to give it Senfibility, and roufe usto exert
our Strength in more vigorous Efforts ?
~ Has not the Curfe of God lain heavy upon
our Country, becaufe we have done the
Work of the Lord deceitfully, and kept back
our Swords from Blood ?

And fhall this Guilt increafe from Yearto
Year, till we are entifely cruthed with the
enormous Load? Shall neither the Fear of
Jenovan’s Curfe, northie Loveof our Coun-
try, nor even the Love of ourfelves, and our
own perfonal Intereft, conftrain us at Length
to relieve our ravaged Country, and-defend

the Bleflings which God has entrufted to -

our Cuffedy, as well aslent to us to enjoy 27—
Bleffed be God, and Thanks to yeu, brave
Soldiers, for what I now fee. Ifee youen-
gaged- in this good Caufe: and may the
effetual Bleffing of Heaven be upon you,
inftead of the Curfe entailed upon Cowar-
dice and Treachery! But are there no more
‘to join with you? what! none more in
this Crowd? None more in Hanover?

PR S
N e Ta
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‘Hanover! which I think fhould thew-itfelf
-worthy of Precedence, and exhibit a brave
‘Example to other Counties : . this is what
‘may reafonably be expeéted, from the Num-
ber of our Militia, the high Price of our
- Staple Commodity,’ the Frequency and Va-
riety of our religious Inftrutions; and I
'may add, from our.gwn former good Con-
dutt in fuch an Emergency. . Hanover
‘had the. Honout of feriding out the firft
-Company of Volunteers, that . were raifed
dn the Colony *. And are we, degenerated
{o foon? Or is our Danger lefs now, than
immediately after Braddock’s Defeat? Or
are we now inured and hardened to bad
News, fo that the Calamities of our Fron-
tiers, which havebeen growing every Year,
have now ceafed to bc Objects of our Com-
paffion?

I am forry to tell you, that the Compa-
ny now forming, is not yet compleated,
tho’ under Officers from among yourfelves,
from whom you may expect good Ufage ;
and the Encouragment is fo unufually great,

and the Time of Servicefo fhort +. May
B 3
- Under Captain Averton, immediately aﬁ:cr Ge- :
peral Braddock’s Defeat.
4. Only til the firft of December next,
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1 not reaforiably .infifk upon it that the
Company be made up this very Day be-
fore we leave this Place? Methisks your
King, your Country, nay, your ewn In-
terefts command me : and therefore I muft
infift upon it.—Oh! for the all-prevailing
Force of Demofthenes’s Oratoryesbut I re-
<all my With, that I may corre&t ib—Qh !
for the. Influence of the Lord of Armies, the
GodofBattles, the Author of true Cou~
rage, and every heroic Virtue, to fire you
into Patriots and Soldiers this Moment |—
Ye' young and bardy Men, whefe very
Faces feem te fpeak that Ged and Nature
formed you for Soldiers, who are free from
the Incumbrance of Families depending
upon you far Subfiftence, and who are per-
‘haps but of little Service to Seciety, while
at Home, may I not fpeak for you, and
declare as your Mouth, ¢ Here we are,
¢ all ready to abandon our Eafe, and rufh
o into the glorious Dangers of the Freld,

«¢ in Defence of our Country?” Ye that
love your Country, enlift: for Honour will
follow. you in Life or Death in -fuch a
Caufe. You that love your Religjon, en-
litt : for your Religion isin Danger. Cap
Proteftant Chriftianity expect Quarters from
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. Feathen: Savages and French Papifts ? Sure

‘in fuch an Alllance, the Pawers of Hell

make: & third Party. . Ye thatlove your
Friends and Relations, enlift; left ye: fee
them enflaved or butchersd before: your
‘Eyes. Ye that would catch at. Monéy, here
is a proper Bait for. you 3 ten Pounds fora
few Months Service, befides the ufual Pay
of Seidiers. I-ferioufly make the Pro-
pofal to you, not only as a Subject of the
beft of Kings, and a Friend. toiyour Coun-
try, but as: aServant of the moft High God::
for I am fully perfuaded what I-am recom-
-memding, is his Will; and Difobedience
to it may expofe you to his Curfe. = -

. 'Thi Propofal is not lable:to the Ob-
jections that have been urged againft for-
-mer- Meafures for raifing Men. You can
‘no longer object, ¢ chat you are dragged
« away like Slaves. againft your Wills,
¢ while others are without Reafon exempt-
#ed:* fornow itis left to your awrn Ho-
nour, and you may a& asfree Men. Nor
can. you objed, ¢ that you are: arbitrarily
¢ thrufk under the Command of foreign,
« unknown, or difagreeable Qfficers :** for
-the Gentleman that hag the imnreidiate Cony-

i
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‘mand of this§ Company, and his fubordi-
‘ndte  Officers, . are of yourfelves, -your
“Neighbours Children, and’ perhaps your
old Companions. And I hope I may add,
.you need not objeét, that you fhall be bad-
Jy ufed : for, GENTLEMEN-OFFICERS, may
I not promife for you, that not one -Man
in your Company fhall be treated with Cru-
elty or Injuftice, as far as your Authority

~or Influence can prevent? May I not be’

your Security, that none but the Guilty
fhall be punifhed, and they only according
to the Nature of the Offence 2 Perhaps fome
may objet, that fhould they enter the Ar-
my, their Morals would be in Danger of
Infeétion, and their Virtue would be per-
.petually fhocked with horrid Scenes of Vice.

This may alfo be a Difcouragement to Pa- -

rents to confent to their Childrens engag-
ing in fo good a Caufe. Iam glad to hear
this Objection, when it is fincere, and not
-an empty Excufe: and I with I could re-
-move it, by giving you an univerfal Affir-
rance, that the Army is a School . of Reli-
gion ; and that Soldiers, as they are more
expofed to Death than other Men, are pro-
portionably better prepared for it than
2

‘.
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others, But alas! the Reverfe of this is
too true; and the Cantagion of Vice and
Irreligion is perhaps no where ftronger than
in the Army ; where, one would think, the
fupreme Tribunal fhould be always in
View, and it thould be their chief Care to
prepare for Eternity, on the flippery Brink |
of which they ftand every Moment. But,

GenTLEMEN-OFFICERS, I muft again ap-
~ peal to you, that as for this Company, you
will not willingly allow any Form of Vice
to be practifed in it with Impunity; but
will always endeavour to recommend and |
enforce Religionand good Morals by your
- Example and Authority, and to fupprefs
the contrary ? May I not give the Public
the Satisfaction of fuch an Affurance ‘con-
cerning you, that whatever others do, as
for you and your Campany you will ferve
the Lord? Do you not own yourfelves
bound to this in Honour and Duty ? Such
a Condu&t I can affure you, will render
you popular among the Wife and Good ;
tho’ perhaps it may expofe you to the fenfe-
lefs Contempt of Fools, who muke o Mock
of Sin, and who efteem it Bravery to in-
fult that God, in whaf Hend their Breath is,
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and whofe are all their Ways. Such a Con-
du& will afford you Pleafure in the Review, -
when the Terrors of the bloody Field are -
{pread round you, and Death ftarts up be-
fore you in a thoufand fhocking Forms.
Such a Condu¢t will be a Source of true
Courage, and render you nobly indifferent
about Life or Death in a good Caufe. And
let me honeftly warn you, that if you do
not maintain fuch a Condu&, you will
bitterly repent it either in Time, or Eternity.

But I return to invite others to join with
.you in this important Expedition.==What
a Crowd of important Arguments prefs you
on every Hand ? What can our Legifla-
ture do more, than they have done to en-
gage you? If fuch unufual Encouragement
does .not prevail upon you to enlift as 7o-
lunteers, what remains but that you muft be
forced to'it by Authority ? For our Coun-
try muft be defended : and if nothing but
Force can conftrain you to take up Arms in
its Defence, then Force muft be ufed : Per-
- fons of fuch. a fordid unmanly Spirit, are
not to expet the Ufage of Freemen.—
“Think what the paternal Care of our Sove-
* yeign has done for us: and how many
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Millions of Money, and Thoufands of Men

our Mother-Country has furnifhed for our
Defence. And fhall we do nothing for
ourfelves ? Great-Britain, I own, is inte-
refted in our Protection : but can fhe be as
much interefted as ourfelves > Confider .
what the brave New-England Men have
done, after fo many Mortifications and Dif-
appointments, and their Treafury fo much -
exhaufted. By the beft Accounts I have
. had, the little Colony of Maffachufets-Bay
has raifed no lefs than 7000 Men, tho’ not
larger perhaps than 15 or 20 of thofe 53
Counties contained in Virginia. = And fince
we have the fame Interefts at Stake, fhall
not we chearfully furnifh our Quota for the
public Service ?>-—=We all admire the Bra-
very and Succefs of the King of Pruffia :
but his Succefs muft be greatly owing to
the Bravery of his Subjects, as well as his
own. He has almoft as many Soldiers as
Subjets. And while he has almoft mira-
culoufly ftood his Ground againft fuch fupe-
rior Numbers, fhall we, with the Advan-
tage of Numbers on our Side, be perpe-
tually flying before a pitiful Enemy, and
tamely give up our Country to their Ra-
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vages? Let us ftrenuoufly exert that fuperi-
or Force, which a gracious Providence has
put in our Hands: and we may foon ex-
pe&, thro’ the Concurrenceof Heaven, that
we fhall again enjoy the Bleflings of Peace.
‘Whatever Intelligence our - artful Enemies.
may fend, or the Cowardly among ourfelves,
may believe®, there is no Reafon to con-
clude, that the French Regulars upon this
Continent are half fo many asours: andas,
to the Coloni, or Country-militia, we are
certa.mly 20, perhaps 40, to one. Let us.
then, in the Name of the Lord of Hofts,
the God .of the. Armies of Ifragl, let us
collet our whole Strength, and. give one
decifive Blow ; and we may humbly hope
Victory will be ours.

Every one can complain of the bad Ma-
nagement of our public Undertakings, and
lament the general Security and Ina&ivity. -
that prevails. Every one can wifh that
Something were effectually done, and that

® It is generally believed, thatall the expenfive
Preparations of laft Year were rendered fruitle(s, by

falfe Accounts of the fuperior Number of the Encmy
at Lom.{burg, &e¢.




The CursE of COWARDICE: 2%
this and :that Perfon. would enlift. - Every
one can tell, what great Atchievements he
would perform, were it not for this and
that, anda hundred Obftructons in his Way.
But this idle Complaining, Wifhing and'
Lamenting, and Boafting, will anfwer no’.
End. SomeTHING MusT BE PONE! muft be-
done BY You! Therefore, inftead of affum-
ing the State of Patriots and Heroes at-
home, To ArmMs! and ‘away to the Field,’
and prove your Pretenfions fincere. Lcti
the Thunder of this Imprecation roufe you -
out of your Eafe, and Security, ¢ Curfed-
¢ be he that doth the Work of the Lord:
« deceitfully ; and curfed be he that keep-"
«¢ eth back his Sword from Blood.” God'
fent an- Angel from: Heaven to curfe the-
daftardly Inhabitants of Meroz," who re-’
fufed to take up Arms for - the Defence of-
their Country. (Judges v. 23.) « Curfe:
<« ye Meroz, faid the Angel of the Lord, :
¢ curfe ye bitterly the Inhabitants thercof': -
% becaufe they came not to the Help of the:
« Lord, to the Help of the Lord againft:
¢ the Mighty.” - And fhall this Curfe fall «-

~ upon-Virginia ?- no, fly from-it by ventur«:
, .c. 5 A
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ing. your. Lives for, yaqr Conntry: for
this, Curfe is: far mose -tersible. than: any:
Thing that can befal .you in the Field of
Battlo.—-But it is notenough for yow to s
dertakt this Work :- you are alfo obliged:
faishfully 1o perform it, as the Work of«hc
Lord. And this kkadsme, -~ - -

IL. 'Fo fhew. you, what, lsrt!mt dceeafoi
Performance.of, the Lord's Work; or: ug=:

feafongble; keeping . back the, Swerd from. -

Blopd, which expofes-to his; Guele. - - -
I Soldiess, inftead of abandoning theu'
Eﬂfe apd Pleafuse, and rifquing their Lives
in Defence of. their Country, thould unman-
themielyes with- £nfual | Pleafures. ansd De~>
baychery ; -if, inflead .of - fearching ol the >

Enemy,. they keep outef their Way,. left
they fhowldearchousand find them s if theys , -
lie fleeping or rioting in Ferts and. Plas¢s-of ; -

Safety, -while - theis Country- is tevaged, :
peshaps -in theis very  Neighbourhood =
when . they: walle theis Courage in Beoils -

apd Dyels among thomfelves, or in tyran~: :~

nizing ovier tliofe thatare under theipCom- >

-mand ; whesi they lay themfilvis open to'> -

falfe 2Adarms, iby. being credulans: to: éveoy
Account that magnifics -the Force of the
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Ememy ;- when they- are tedious-or divided
in' their - Comfaltations, and flow and faint:
in:the Execution : ‘when ehey.confiilé rather
what may be ‘moft fafe for shemfelues) than
molt Genzfidial 1o shvir Country : when they
keep fkirmithing 'at a Ditante, ififtéad of
naking ‘a' boid. Puth, ‘and' brihgifig the
War to a {peedy Iiue by-a decifive Stroke:
when they are fond:of: prelonging the War, -
that they may live and riot the longer at

the public Expence : when they fell them-
fckves and their Country:to the Enemy for
a'Bribe : in: fhort, when they do ot con-
feientioully -exert all their Power to repel
the Endmy, sadprotedthe Stace that em-
ploys them, but only feck -to ferve them-
febvds, theri they do “the Work of die-Lord -
deccitfully ;and his Cunfe lights wpon thedd
as :deir. ‘haavy Doom. I ledve others €0
judge, redssther tie Grighnal -of + this uggly
Pidhore ) is 1o e fousd- any wikieve “in the
Univerfe. ‘Butiss-fox pou of this Compa:
ny, ‘mzy I wot:prefumme  that pou will bes -
bavein-a fiobler Mannes 3 Shall aov Sobris

. ——— —— L C e ——————w Tt e T
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This I humbly recommend to you; and
-may God enable you. to a&t accordingly !

. Thus far have I addreffed you as - Soldi-
ers, orat leaft as Perfons concerned in your
Stations to do all in your Power to fave
‘your Country. But we muft not part thus.
It is.poflible we may never meet more, till
we mingle with the affembled Univerfe be-
fore the fupreme Tribunal : Therefore, be-
fore I difmifs you,;I muft addrefs myfelf
to you as Sinners, and as Candidates for E~
ternity.  You are concerned to fave your
Souls, as well as your Coantry 5 and fhould
Jyou _fave or gain a Kingdom,.or even'the
whole World, and lofe your Souls, your
Lofs will be 1rrcparablc. :

;.. None of you I hope will reply, .“ 1 am
“ now a Soldier, ‘and hive nothing: more
¢ to-do. with Religion ?”” "What!._has :a
Soldier Nothing to do with Religion ? Is a
Soldier under no ., Obligations to_the God
that made him, and that-furnifhes. him with
every Bleffing ? Is:not"a. Soldier: as mych
* expofed t0.Death as other Men? May not
a:Soldier be damned for Sin, as well as
other Smners ? And will he be ableta dwell
with devounng Fire and everlatting Burn-
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Ings ¥ “Are thefe ‘rhmgs'fo ? Can ahy of
you Be fo fuptd s ‘to 'think them fo ? I¥
not, ‘you ‘thaft’own, that'evén a Sudisr'lad
2’ much Concerh thh Religion, asahother,
Thetefote “hear me ferioufly ‘wpon” ‘this
Hﬁad‘ C
- Yotare abbut - enté#mg into'the Schoslof
%ee “for ‘fuch the Atiny’has genetally been:
And are-any of you ‘alfeady Ihitiated /intd
aiy of the Myferiés of Iniquity there prac-
tifed? Mdft 1 fo' niuch ‘as' fhppofe, that
fome of you, who have bravcly ‘efpoiifetl
the Caufeof your Cotintry; ate addiftéd o
Druskenriels, ‘Sweating, Whoredom, ok
a‘hf grofs che" 1 ‘canriot row ta’ké ‘]"imé
tray fuffice to appeal to yOﬁr own Re&fbﬁ
and Conifefénce, Do you do well-in indulg-
ing thefe Wices? WIF you apptove of &
in- the honeft Hour 'of Death 2 “'Will this
‘Condu&t prove-a Souree of Courage to you,
when the Arrows of Dedth-ar¢ fiying thick
'drotmdyou, 2nd-Seorés ate ﬁﬂmv oh every
Side ? No, you are fclf—conde’mhed “and
may 1 not reafonably hope, you will ‘ea-
deavour to reform; what yo& cannot but
tmdbtﬁn ? ‘Seldicts iftdéd, ate too cOM-
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monly addicted to fuch Immeralities : .but
-are they the better Soldiers on that- Ac-
count ? Can an Oath ora Debauch infpire
them with a rational Fortitude againft the
Fears of Death ? Would not Prayer and a
Life of Holinefs better anfwer this- Pur-
‘pofe? Their Courage, if they have any,
muft be the Effe, not of Thought, but
of the Want of Thought; it muftbe a
brutal Stupidity, or Ferocity ; but not
the Trational Courage of a Man or a
, Chr;ﬂ:an -

- Some; ’of you, I doubt not, are happxly
free ﬁmh thefe grofs Vices : and long may
syou 5u continue fo ! But I mutt tell you, this
mgq%'ve Goodneié is not enough to prepare
you for. Death, or to conflitute you true
Chriftians.. The Temper of your Minds
.muft be changed by the Power of divine
Gfacc and you muft be turned from the
Love and Pra&lce of all Sin, to the Love
and Pra&tice of umverfa.l Holinefs. You
‘muft become humble, broken-hearted Peni-
fteats, and true Believers in Jefus Chrift.
You muft be enabled to live righteoufly,
foberly, and godly, in this prefent evil
."Woesld, ‘This is Religion : this is Religion
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%hat will keep you' uncorrupted in the
midft of Vice and Debauchery : thisis Re-
Jigion, that will befriend you, when Can-
Jnons roar, and Swords gleam around you,
.and you-are every Moment expecting the
.deadly Wound : this is Religion, that will
fupport you in the Agonies of Death, and
affure you of a happy Immortality.
But are not fome of you confcious, that
you are deftitute of fuch a Religion as
this? Then it is high Time for you to
think on your Condition in fober Sadnefs.
Pray to that powerful and gracious Being,
who can form your Hearts and Lives after
this facred Model. Oh! pray earnefily,
pray frequently, for this Bleﬁ'mg and ufe
all the-Means of Grace in that Manner
which your Circumftances will permit.—
Remember alfo, that if you try to prolong
your Life by a daftardly Condu&, your
Life will lie under the Curfe of Heaven;
.and ycu have little Reafon to hope, you
will ever improve it as a Space for Repen-
tance.— Remember alfo to put your Confi-
dence in God; who keeps the Thread of
of your Life, and the Event of War, in
hisownHand, Devoutly acknowledge his
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Frowidence in:all your Ways, and be foh-
fble:of your Deposiisice uponiit.
. .And mow, "to conclude. niy Addeefs
sooydu;. ies::te-Motth. of this Nighituds,
and of yourC cuntrpsierr ingeserad; T Hear-
tily bid you farewsl; [Farewel; -ty desr
Freienls, my brisve Rellow-Subjedts, the
Guardians.of yosir. pooy ravaged Country.
“Giod graist you seey Yeswrn in'Suferyrand Ho-
zour, and ithax we nmy yeét welcowse you
Hlome, crowned with Laurelsof Vidory! -
Ori€any-of you fhould lofe your Lives in
Fo-good a Caufe, may you enjoya glorious
and bléffell Immortakity in.the Reglon of
evedafting. Peace ahd- Tranquifity! Me-
¥hinks I'may exleupon me to promife you
e Prayers and good Wifhes -of “Thou-
fands.  Thoulands, whom yotr léave be-
 Bind, will think of you with affeltiomate
 Anxiety; will'wifhi you Succefs, andcon-
gratalate your Return, or lament your
Peath. Once more T pour out all my
‘lemrt in another affectionate Farewel.
May the Lord preferve: yoor Going our,
and your-Coming in; from this Time forch
and even for -evermore. - Amen. '
‘Fiéte 1 thought to have corchuded.  But
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I muft take up.a few: Minutes more to afk
this Crowd, Is there  Nothing to be done
by us who ftay at. Home, towards the De-
fence of our Country, and ‘to prométe the
Succefs of the Expedition now in Hand ?

,.Shall we fin on ftill impenitent and incorri-

gible ? Shall we live as if we and our Cdun-
try were felf-dependent, and had Nothing to
do . with the Supreme Ruler of the ' Uni-
verfe ? Can an Army of Saints or of ' He-
roes, defend-an obnoxious People, ripe for
Deftrution,, from the righteous -Judgment
of God? The Caufe in- which. thefe. bravée
Men, and.our Army-in- genm‘al are en-
gaged, is not fo much their own as ours:
Divine Pxovxdenoe confiders them " not’fe
much in their private perfwxal Chara&en’.
as in their public Charater, "as the “Re:
prq/‘mlatiﬂc:, -and Guardians of their Coun-
try : and thercfore they will ftand ‘or fall
not fo much according to their ownper-
Jonal Charaler, - as: accordmg to the pub-
lic Charaéter of the People, whofe Caufe
they have undertaken. Be.it known to
you, thén, their Sirccefs ! depends upon
%5, even moie than upon themfelves.
Therefore let us all turn: every ‘one from
his evil Ways, < Let the Wicked forfake
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bis Way, &c” Let us humbleourelves
ander: the-mighity’ Handof God, which is
lifted up aver our.guilty ‘Heads, - that we
aigy be-exalted in due ‘Fime. ¥-oould-ven-

* ture. she Reputation of ‘my Judgment and
Neracity, that it will never -be ‘well with

our Country, -till theré. be more of tlie

KFear and Love.of God init, "and till the
Name of Jefus be: of more Importance ‘a-

mong us,; -1 could prcﬁ:ribea Method for

our Deliverance, which is :at .once infalli-
ble, and:alfo .cheap, and fafe, and: fo ‘far
$romy enidangpring: the Life. of:any, ‘thet ‘it
would feture “the | everlalting 'Life of 2H
4bat, cesngly> withic. Ve (chdt eompisin
~ &f she Burden of owr public Taxes; ‘ye
that Jove Eife, -and -fhrink from the Din-
&% -of War; ye chat with :to fee Peave
maflored oce mese ; ye thatwoald be Hap-
By 1beyond :the ' Grave, and iive (for ever,
astandeo my Propofat - ek ‘chis, 1A rrio-
souost! NaTromsr REIORIOSEION,
Silldo, whiat Mitibors af Money and Thow-
Gands.of: Men, ith. Guiss: sl Swords ‘antd
al-the:dresdful Arilbery.of Dasth, could
nat;do;, it swilloprocure us- Redce @pain 5 &,

mg wali-chabiifed Peice, We m“
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tried.. oeher Expedmnt& wrthout “this; Iéng
gh: Let: us-now- try this new E‘xpc'"
dient, the Succefs of- whicir I-dare to'war-
rint.—And do not objedt, that fuch a ge-
nerob Keformauon is beyond yeur Powet 5
for a gencral’ Reformation muft‘Hegin with
Individuals : therefore do you, through'the’
Grace of God, ‘do your Part; Begin at
Hime, and endeavour to reform yourfelves, -
and thofe under your Inflgence.
It is a natural Inference from what has ~
been faid, that if{ the {fenct of ‘aur Coun- -
try, in which we can ftay but a few
Years at- mo{t and.from which we:muft -
ere long take our Flight, be, fo important
a Duty, then how much more are we:ob- -
liged to «feck a better Country, i.e. an
« heavenly ;” aned.to carry on a vigorous
War againft our. {fpisiewal. Enemies, that
would-rob us of oyr heaenty: Inheritancg? -
Therefore in the Name of Ixsus, the Cap-

i

enlift in the fpmtual Warfare Now pro- °

claim eternal , Waragainft. all Sin. <Now - °

« take to youthe,whole Ammous of God: -

« quit you like Men, be ftrong.”” - And for - -

your Encouragement, remember, * He that
L .
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« oversometh, fhall inherit all Things:"
He fhall enter into ‘a Kingdom that can-.
not be sbaken—=cannot be fhaken with.
thofe Storms of public Calamities which
tofs and agitate this refilefs Ocean of 2
World. In that blefled Harbqur may we

all reft at laft!
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