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L E T T E R s

Rev. Mr. DAVIE s, &c.

Extraćt of a Letter from the Rev.

Mr. Davies to the Rev. Mr. B.

175 I.

S the Publication of a Narrative of the

A Rife, Progreß, and preſent Situation

of Religion in Virginia, may not only

gratify good people, but animate their

prayers for us, I ſhould charge myſelf with a

criminal neglećt by delaying or refufing to

publiſh the marvellous Works of the Lord

among us. -

My defign, Sir, is not to boast of Profe

lytes, or to aſperſe the church of England here

establiſhed, but I hope I may obſerve, with

out the umbrage of calumny, what giares

with irrefiſtible evidence, that Religion has

been, and in moſt parts of the colony fill is,

in a very low ſtate; various Vices are trium

phant, and even a form of Godlineſs is not

COmmon, I cannot find there has been a

Diffenting Miniſter fettled in Wirginia, till

A 2 lately,



4 LETTE RS from the

lately, fince its firſt plantation ; and many of

the populace knew little or nothing of any

denomination, but that in which they had

been educated.

I have reaſon to hope, Sir, that there are

and have been a few Names in various parts

of the colony, who are fincerely feeking the

Lord in the communion of the church of

England: A few of this happy eharaćter I

found in and about Hanover before the late

revival of Religion. Such were awakened,

as they told me, either by their own ferious

Reflections, fuggeſted and enforced by divine

energy, or on reading fome Authors of the laſt

century, particularly Bolton, Baxter, Favel,

Bunyan, &c. and they often wondered if there

were ſuch doćtrines taught any where in the

world at preſent, as they found in the writings

of theſe good men.–In this cafe about

ten or twelve perfons, who are now members

of my congregation, continued for fome time.

One Mr. Samuel Morris, a pérfon of an ac

tive, fociable ſpirit, who had been extremely

anxious about his eternal ſtate, and unwea

riedly feeking relief by all means within his

reach, at length obtained a diſcovery of that

glorious method of Salvation through Jesus

CHRIST, to which finners from all the ends

of the earth look, and are ſaved, and where

they univerſally agree to fix all their hopes.

After this diſcovery of the Goſpel, his foul

was anxious for the falvation of his neigh

bours, and inflamed with zeal to ufe means

to awaken thêm ; to which end he read to

them fuch authors as had been moſt uſeful to

himſelf;* - - -
- * **
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himſelf; by theſe means a few of his neigh

bours were made more thoughtful about Re

ligion than uſual, who had lived, till then,

in a careleſs ignorance of it. I have pre

vailed, Sir, with this my good friend, who

was the principal private inſtrument of pro

moting the revival of Religion, to give me

a narrative of its Rife and Progreſs from this

period till my ſettlement here, which I here

preſent to you.

‘ “ In the year 1743, a young Gentlenman

“ arrived from Scotland, with a book of the

“ Rev. Mr. Whitefield’s fermons preached in

“ Glaſgow, taken from his mouth in fhort

“ hand, which, after I had read with great

“ liking and benefit, I invited my neighbours

“ to come and hear: The plainnefs, popu

“ larity, and fervency of the diſcourſes being

“ peculiarly fitted to affećt our unimproved

“ minds, and the Lord rendring the word ef- .

“ ficacious, many were convinced of their

“ undone condition, and conſtrained to feek

“ deliverance with the greatest folicitude. A

“ confiderable number met every Sabbath to

“ hear theſe fermons; my dwelling houſe was

“ too fmall to contain the people, where

“ upon we determined to build a Meeting

“ houſe, meerly for Reading. By this fingle .

“ mean fundry were folemnly awakened, and

“ their condućt ever ſince is a living atteſta

“ tion of the happy iſſue of their impreſions.

“ When the report of theſe ſermons, and the

“ effect produced by reading them was ſpread

“ abroad, I was invited to everal places to

“ read them, at a confiderable diſtance ; and

A 3 “ by . .

 



6 LETTER s from the

“ by this means the concern was propagated:

** –Thus we continued till Providence af.

“ forded us an unexpećted opportunity of

“ hearing the Rev. Mr. Robinſon, a zealous,

“ faithful minister of Chriſt, whoſe labours

“ have been greatly blefied in Pennſilvania,

** AMaryland, and other Parts. ’ ,

“ Having fome information of him, he

“ had an invitation fent him to come and

“ preach to us. He continued with us preach

** ing four days fucceſfively. It is hard for

“ the livelieft imagination to form an image

*“ of the condition of the affembly on thefe

** glorious days of the Son of Man. Such

** of us as had been hungring after the Word

** before, were loſt in an agreeable confufion

** of ferious Paffions, furprized, aſtoniſhed,

“ pleaſed, enraptured! So that we were hardly

** capable of felf-government. We were over

** whelmed with the thoughts of the unex

“ pećted goodneſs of God, in allowing us

** to hear the Goſpel preached in a manner

that even furpafled our former wiſhes, much

“ more our hopes. Many that came thro’

“ curioſity were pricked to the heart, and but

*4 few in the numerous affemblies on thefe

“ four days appeared unaffećted.–Before he

“ left us, he put us into a method of praying

“ and ſinging together at our publick meet-º

“ ings, which we had before omitted. - *

“ VVe were afterwards occaſiopally viſited

“ by the Rev. Mest. f. Blain, fohn Roan,

“ Gilbert and William Tennant, &c. whoſe ·

** ſervices were greatly proſpered. In whoſe*

** abſence we returned to our former way of

- “ Reading»

.
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“ Reading, &c. The bleſfing of Go D re

“ markably attended theſe private means: It

“ was really aftoniſhing to obferve the fo

** lemn impreſſions begun and continued in

“ many by hearing good difcourſes read. I

“ had repeated invitations to come to many,

“ places round, fome of them thirty or forty

“ miles diſtant, to read. Confiderable num

“ bers attended with eager attention, and

“ fundry were, in a judgment of charity,

“ throughly turned to GoD ; and thereupon.

“ erećted meeting-houſes, and choſe Readers

“ among themfelves, by which the work was

*8 more extenſively carried on. - - :

. “ Being thus deſtitute of a minister, we

** were joyfully ſurprized to hear that the

** Rev. Mr. Davies, our preſent Pastor, was

** ſent by the Preſbytery to fupply us about

“ fix weeks, in Spring Anno 1747 : For,

** which feafonable inſtance of divine Provi

*: dence we defire to offer up our grateful

*: Praiſes, &c.”–Thus he, , -

Being fully convinced, Sir, that Hanover

ftood in greater need of a miniſter than any .

place I knew, I accepted of their call to fettle

there, and obtained the licenſure of four

meeting-houſes in Oĉžober 1748 : in the ſmall

eſt of which you will fee perhaps four or five

hundred Hearers, and fometimes twice that

number, the church people in general being

eager to hear. . This I looked upon at

as proceeding from meer curioſity; but as it

continues in general without abatement, and

in fome places ſeems to increaſe, I cannot but

look upon it as an happy Prefage, &c. --

. Hanover, fune 28, 1751.

Copy
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Copy of a Letter from the Rev.

Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virgi

nia to f. F. April 1, 1755.

Dear S I R,

DIVINE Providence has fafely condućted

me through the numerous dangers of fea

and land, and replaced me in my former ſphere

of uſefulneſs and happineſs. The confluence

of fo many Mercies at one time, the tender

guardianſhip of Heaven over my dear family

and friends, the review of my remarkable ſuc

cefies in the important of my Mif

fion, and the promifing fituation of Religion

among my People, threw me into a ferment

of grateful paffions, which has not yet fub

fided, though I have been at home about fix

weeks. I doubt not but as a friend you will

congratulate me, and as a Chriſtian astift me,

in returns of gratitude and praiſe to my divine

Benefaćtor.

As there is a propriety in tranſmitting to

you an account of the Distribution and Re

ception of the noble Charity of that generous

Society to which you are Secretary, I muft

confine myſelf to that ; and refer you to my

other correſpondents for other articles of in

telligence.

Though there are very few of the white

People in this Colony in abjećt poverty, yet

there are many in fuch low circumstances,

that they cannot ſpare money to p" ;
- - go

. |
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good books: And there are many more, who

might indeed ſpare fo much, without injury

to their temporal affairs; but as they are ftu

pidly infenſible of their Want of Inftrućtion,

and do not form fo high an estimate of the

Means of Grace, as of the Neceſſaries, or

even Conveniences of this mortal Life ; they

are willing to excuſe themſelves from it, as a

piece of needleß expence. . . . . . . . ,

On one or other of theſe accounts, there

are few houſes in Virginia well furniſhed in

this important reſpećt; and multitudes are

groſsly ignorant, and conſequently careleſs,

about the concerns of Immortality. To fome

of theſe I have distributed The Compaſionate

Addref, Baxter's Call to the Unconverted, The

Sabbáth-breaker's Monitor, &c. with the beſt

advice I could give them, and I hope I ſhall

be able hereafter, to give you an agreeable

account of the happy effects of the distribu
tion. ,

But the poor neglećted Necroe Slaves,

who are fo far from having money to purchaſe

books, that they themſelves are the property

of others; who were originally African Sa

vages, and never heard of Jesus and his Re

ligion, until they arrived on the land of their

flavery in America ; whom their maſters gene

rally neglećt, as though Immortality was not

the privilege of their fouls nor the Religion

of Jesus their concern ! Thefe poor Africans

are the principal objećts of compaffion ; and,

I think, the moſt proper objećts of the So

cIETY’s Charity. a - |

- - -
- - - - - --- - ---

* -
- -- : - : ----*
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----

The inhabitants of Virginia are computed

to be about three hundred thouſand; and one

half of them are fuppoſed to be Negroes. The

number that attend upon my miniſtry at par

ticular times, is uncertain; but, I think, there

are about three hundred that give a ſtated at

tendance. And never have I been fo much

ftruck with the appearance of an aſſembly, as

when I have glanced my eyes to one part of

the Meeting-houſe, adorned (fo it has ap

peared to me) with fo many black counte

nances, eagerly attentive to every word they

heard, and fome of them waſhed with tears.

A conſiderable number of them (about an

hundred) have been baptized, after they had

been Catechumens for fome time, and given

credible evidence, not only of their acquain

tance with the important doćtrines of the

Chriſtian Religion, but alſo of a deep fenfe of

theſe things upon their ſpirits, and a life of

the ſtrićteſt Morality and Piety. As they are

not fufficiently poliſhed to trie with a

good grace, they expreſs the ſenſations of their

minds fo much in the language of fimple na

ture, and with fuch genuine indications of

Sincerity, that it is impostible to fufpećt the

profeſſion of fome of them, eſpecially when

atteſted by a regular behaviour in common

life. * -

My worthy friend Mr. Todd, Minister o

the next congregation, has near the fame

number of negroes under his Paſtoral charge;

and fome of them, he tells me, diſcover the

fame ferious turn of mind. In ſhort, there

are multitudes of them in various parts, who

aIG
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are willing, and even eagerly defirous to be

inſtrućted, and to embrace every opportunity

for that end. They have generally but very

little help to learn to read; and yet, to my

agreeable furprize, fundry of them, by the

dint of application in their leifure hours, have

made fuch progreſs, that they can intelligibly

read a plain author, particularly the Bible.

- Some of them have the misfortune of irre

ligious maſters; and hardly any of them are

fo happy, as to have masters, that will be at

the expence of furniſhing them with Bibles,

Pſalm Books, &c. Before I had the honour

of joining as a Member of the Society, they

were wont frequently to come to me with

fuch moving accounts of their neceſſity in this

reſpećt, that I could not help fupplying them

with books to the utmoſt of my ſmall ability;

and when I diſtributed thoſe among them,

which my Friends with you fent over, I had

reaſon to think that I never did a charitable

aćtion in all my life, that met with fo much

Gratitude from the receivers. I have already

diſtributed all the books which were fuitable to

them, particularly Bibles, Testaments, Watts's

Songs for Children, &c. But my houſe is ſtill

crouded with them ; and their very counte

nances carry the air of importunate Þ

for the fame favours with thoſe that came be

fore them. But alas! I must fend them away

grieved and diſappointed. -

Permit me now, Sir, to become'an advocate

in their behalf with you, and by your means

with many of thoſe generous Gentlemen with

, whom I know you are acquainted, for a far

- - ther
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ther ſupply of Bibles and Testaments, that ſuch

as have taken the pains to learn to read them,

and who I am perſuaded, will make fo good a

uſe of them, may not be unavoidably distitute

of fo important a Charity. Give me le ve

particularly to mention Dr. HWatts's Pfalms

and Hymns, which are not given away by

your Society, and therefore muſt be procured

fome other way. My reafons for it are, .

That the Books themſelves are valuable –

that they are the ſystem of Palmody the Dif

fenters ufe in theſe parts – that the Negroes

above all of the human ſpecies that ever I

knew, have an ear for Muſic, and a kind of

extatic delight in Pialmody; and there are no

books they learn fo foon, or take fo much

pleaſure in, as thoſe uſed in that heavenl

part of divine Worſhip. Some Gentlemen in

were pleaſed to make them private

preſents through my hands of theſe books, and

from the reception they gave them, and their

eagerneſs for more, I can eafily forefee how

acceptable and ufful a greater number would

be among them. Indeed nothing would be a

ftronger inducement to them to learn to read,

than the expećtation of fuch a preſent; which

they would confider as a help and a reward at

once ; and which they can be ſupplied with

no other way.

I know of hardly any modern institution,

which bears fo favourable an afpećt upon the

declining interests of Religion and Virtue in

our degenerate world, as that generous So

ciety. They deſerve the pleaſure of hearing

of the happy influence of their Charity, at the
- - - - - diſtance
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distance of four thouſand miles, in theſe ends

of the earth; and it is no ſmall happineſs to

me, that the ſtrićteſt veracity allows me to '

tranſmit fuch an agreeable account. They,

on your fide of the water, may receive Bleſ

fings in anſwer to Prayers offered up to Hea

ven in America ; and I am fure fundry of their

Beneficiaries here are affećtionate interceſſors

for them ; among whom let them be pleaſed

to remember, their, as well as,

Dear S I R,

Your affećtionate Friend,

and most obliged humble Servant;

SAMUEL DAVIEs.

Copy of a Letter from the Rev.

Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virgi

nia to f. F. March 2, 1756.

Dear S I R,

yQUR last Letter, with the large Dona

tion of Books that attended it, gave me

the moſt agreeable furprize, that ever I met

with in my whole life; and the ferment of

grateful paffions raiſed upon that occaſion, has

not yet ſubfided. -

I ſpeak the very truth, Sir, I did not count

myſelf worthy, in any meaſure to bẽ the in

ftrument of fo great a Good; nor had I the

leaſt expećtation, that a Letter from my hand

would ever be honoured with fuch extenstve

Succeſs. - -

B . As
r

*
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As an honour conferred upon me–as an

evidence that the ſpirit of Christian Zeal and |

Charity, -is far from being extinét in your

great metropolis, even in this infidel and de

bauched age -as a preſent advantage, and in

the mean time, a favourable omen with regard

to to the neglećted Heathen Slaves in .

this Chriſtian colony– as an acceptable offer

ing to God–and as fruit that will abound to

the account of the benefaćtors– in all theſe,

and fundry other views, I rejoice in it: I feel,

that even a heart fo infenſible as mine, is not

proof againſt the fenfations of pious gratitude

upon fuch an occaſion. It has more than

once cast me into the poſture of adoration and

praiſe before the Throne of Grace, and I am

not left unaffifted in the delightful work.

I dare fay fome ſcores, both black and white,

bond and free, concur with me, in the moſt

ardent returns of gratitude to the Author of

every good gift, for a Charity of fuch exten

five uſefulneſs. And to you, dear Sir, who

have been fo aćtive in promóting it, and to

my other friends, who have concurred in the

fame way; to the SocIETY which gave fo

favourable a reception to my repreſentation ;

and to all the CoNTRIBUToRs, whether

within, or without the Society; I return the

moſt humble and affećtionate thanks, from

myſelf, and from their many beneficiaries who

cannot write, nor make their own acknow

ledgments themfelves. And if the Prayers of

theſe poor ſtrangers to the Throne of Grace,

who have lately learned to bow, and weep,

and cry there, have any efficacy, your pious

- generofity,
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|

generofity will be rewarded an hundred fold,

both in this, and in the future world. -

I count myſelf happy, Sir, that I can re

taliate you, and the other Benefaćtors of this

fcheme, in that way, in which only you de

fire it; and that is, by giving you an account

of the Distribution and Acceptance of the books

among thoſe, for whom they were intended.

And this I ſhall do with the utmoſt alacrity

and faithfulneſs, to the beſt of my knowledge.

As far as I can recollećt, I gave you a pretty

full account, in a former letter, of the nume

rous African Slaves in this colony; and now

I only deſign to add a few particulars which

are new; or which did not then occur to my

mind. -

When the books arrived, I gave public

notice of it, after Sermon, at the next op

portunity: I defired fuch Negroes as could

read, and alſo fuch white People as would

make a good ufe of them, and were fo poor,

that they could not buy fuch books, to come

to me at my houſe, and I ſhould diſtribute

them among them. On this occafion, I alſo

enlarged upon a new topic of convićtion both

to the Slaves themfelves, and their Masters.

“ Since perfons at fo great a distance, who

“ had no connexion with them, were fo ge

“ nerouſly concerned to chriſtianize the poor

“ Negroes, and had been at fo much pains

“ and expence for that end; then, how

much more concerned, how much more

“ zealous and industrious ſhould their Mafi

ters be, to whom the care of their fouls,

“ as well as their bodies, is committed, and

B 2 ** Who
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“ who enjoy the advantage of their laborious

“ fervice?–And how much more ought the

** poor Negroes to be concerned for them

“ felves? And how much more aggravated

* would be their guilt and ruin, if they per

“ fifted in obstinate infidelity and wicked

“ nefs, after fo much pains had been taken

** with them for their converſion ?” This,

as I found afterwards, proved a very popular

topic of convićtion, and made fome impreſ

fions upon the minds of not a few.

For fome time after this, the poor Slaves,

whenever they could get an hour's leifure from

their maſters, would hurry away to my houſe ;

and received the Charity with all the genuine

indications of paffionate gratitude, which un

poliſhed nature could give ; and which affec

tation and grimace would mimic in vain. The

books were all very acceptable; but none more

fo than the Pſalms and Hymns, which enabled

them to gratify their peculiar taſte for Pfal

mody. Sundry of them have lodged all night

in my kitchen; and, fometimes, when I have

awaked about two or three a-clock in the

morning, a torrent of facred harmony poured

into my chamber, and carried my mind away

to Heaven. In this feraphic exercife, fome of

them ſpend almoſt the whole night. I wiſh,

.

Sir, you and their other Benefaćtors could hear

one of theſe facred concerts: I am perſuaded it

would pleaſe and furprize you more than an

Oratorio, and a St. Caecilia’s Day.

The good effeć7s of this pious Charity are

already apparent. It convinces the Heathen,

that however vicious, and careleſs about the

- * - * Religion
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Religion they profeſs, the generality of the

white People are ; yet, there are fome who

really look upon it as a matter of the utmoſt

importance, and univerſal concern, and are

aćtuated with a difintereſted zeal to promote

it– It has excited fome of their Masters to

emulation ; and they are afhamed that Stran

gers, on the other fide the Atlantic, ſhould be

at the pains to teach their domeſtics Christia

nity, and they ſhould be quite negligent them

felves– It furniſhes the moſt proper helps for

fuch Negroes as can read, and are piouſly dif

poſed; and ſome of them are evidently im-

proving in knowledge– It has excited others

to learn to read; for as I give books to none

but fuch as can read, they conſider them as

a Reward of their Industry: And I am told,

that in almoſt every houſe in my congregation,

and in fundry other places, they ſpend every

leiſure hour in trying to learn, fince they ex

pećt Books as foon as they are capable of uſing

them. Some of them, I doubt not, are ex

cited to it by a fincere defire to know the

Will of God, and what they ſhall do to be

faved. Others, I am afraid, are aćtuated by

the meaner principles of curiofity, ambition,

and vanity. However, be the principle what

it will, I cannot but rejoice in the effećt; as

it renders them more capable of Instrućfion, in

the great concerns of Religion.

This CHARITY may alſo be of fingular

fervice in a PoLITIcAL View; for now,

when the French and Indians are invading our

country, and perpetrating the moſt fhocking

barbarities and depredations upon our fron

B 3 tiers,
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tiers, we have not been without alarming ap

prehenſions of Infurrećtion and Maſſacre, from

the numerous Slaves among ourſelves, whom

they might feduce to their intereſt by the de

lufive promiſes of Liberty. And while they

do not feel the restraints of Conſcience and

Chriſtianity, our apprehenſions are but too

well grounded. I have dồne my utmost, with

out hinting my deſign to them, to prevent fo

difmal a calamity; and for this purpoſe, I

have endeavoured to convince them, that there

are many of the Engliſh, as well as myſelf,

who are really folicitous for their welfare,

which has - given me no ſmall popularity

among them; and eſpecially to bring them

under the restraints of the pacific Religion of

Jesus, which has fo friendly an influence

upon fociety, and teaches a proper condućt

for every ſtation in lífe. Now I can -distri-

bute theſe books among them as tokens of dif

intereſted benevolence, as helps to underſtand

Chriſtianity, and in the mean time to detećt

the Impoſtures, Superſtitions and Cruelties of

PoPERY. For this latter purpoſe, The Protef

tant’s Reſolution is extreamly well calculated–

To this I may add, that as I have the honour

of distributing the books, it gives me a very

handfome opportunity of ſpeaking feriouſly,

and with particular application, to many who

might not otherwife come in my way. . . .

There are thouſands of Negroes in this co

lony, who ſtill continue in the grofleſt igno

rance, and moſt ſtupid carelefineſs about Re

ligion, and as rank Pagans, as when they left

the wilds of Africa. And there are not a
|- O
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of this unhappy charaćter, even in the bounds

of my congregation ; (which, by the by, is

about fixty miles in circumference). - But I

think, Sir, my miniſtry of late has been moſt

fucceſsful among them. Two Sundays ago,

I had the pleaſure of feeing ferty of their

black faces around the Table of the Lord,

who all make a credible profeſion of Chriſ

tianity, and fundry of them with unuſual evi

dences of fincerity. -

Laſt Sunday, I baptized feven or eight

Adults, who had been Catechumens for fome

time. Indeed, many of them feem deter

mined to preſs into the kingdom of God;

and, I am perſuaded, will find an abundant

entrance, whén many of the children of the

kingdom ſhall be ſhut out – One of the Ca

techumens baptized laſt Sunday, I converſed

with the evening before; he addreſſed me to

this purpoſe in broken Engliſh, “ I am a poer

“ flave, brought into a ſtrange country, where

“ I never expećt to enjoy my liberty. While

“ I lived in my own country, I knew no

** thing of that Jesus I have heard you ſpeak

“ ſo much about. I lived qujte careleſs what

** will become of me when I die ; but I now

** ſee fuch a life will newer do, and I come

“ to you, Sir, that you tnay tell me fome

** good things, concerning Jesus CHRIST,

** and my Duty to GOD, for I am refol

** ved not to live any more as I have done.”

Such a ſimple addreſs is very ſtriking oratory

to me; and would my time allow, I could

give you many fuch ſpecimens.
* - - * - There
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There is one happy circumstance, which I

think very remarkable, and that is, That not

withſtanding the odium Proteſtant Diffenters

lie under in this colony, where they were not

known till very lately; and notwithstanding

the uſual difaffećtion which thoſe bear to vital

Religion, who have none themſelves ; yet the

Negroes in theſe parts are freely allowed to .

attend upon my miniſtry, and fometimes upon

my private inſtrućtions, even by ſuch Masters,

as have no Religion at all, or are Bigots to

the eſtabliſhed Church. Indeed, it is the ob

jećt of my zeal, not to make them Diffenters,

good Chriſtians, and good Servants. But,

when I confider how often the moſt candid

and generous endeavours are mifconſtrued by

bigotry, or avowed impiety, I cannot but

wonder my attempts meet with fo little op

poſition, and eſcape ſuſpicion: And I cannot

but look upon it as a promifing Prefage.

I bave diſtributed fundry of the books

among the poorer fort of white people, with

this charge, that they would not keep them

by them as a private property (except the

Bibles, for which they would have constant

uſe in their families) but circulate them about

among fuch of their neighbours, as would fe

riouſly peruſe them ; that they might be as

extenſively ferviceable as postible. Some of

them have fince diſcovered to me, what fo

lemn imprestions they received in reading

them. -

I fent a few of each fort to my Friend and

Brother Mr. Wright, minister in Cumberland,

about ninety miles hence ; where there is a

great
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! great number of Negroes; and not a few of

them thoughtful and inquiſitive about Chrif

tianity, and fundry of them hopeful converts.

He has been faithful in the diſtribution, and

informs me, they meet with a very agreeable

| and promifing reception. He is very laborious

in his endeavours to inſtrućt the Negroes; and

has fet up two or three Schools among them,

where they attend on Sunday, before and after

fermon; for they have no other leifure time.

It affords me no ſmall pleaſure, that you

have fome more Books in referve for me. I

know Í have had vastly more than my pro

portion as a Member of the Society; and I

cannot have the face to folicit for farther be

nefaćtions ; nay, it pains me to think, that -

by direčting the channel towards this new

world, fome places nearer home may have

been drained, or left unwatered. , But alas !

dear Sir, when I reflećt upon the almoſt uni

verfal neglećt of the many thouſands of poor

flaves in this wide extended country–That

they generally continue Heathens in a Chriſtian

country–That but few of their Masters will

furniſh them with fuch means of inſtrućtion

–and that they are abſolutely incapable of

furniſhing themfelves–When I reflećt upon

the burden of guilt under which my country

on this account–When the impreſ

fions of theſe things are freſh upon my mind,

I am quite infatiable, and can never fay, it is

enough. Alas! what are four or five hundred

Books among /o many thouſands ? Indeed, I

believe there are more than a thouſand Ne

groes that attend upon my miniſtry, at the

fundry
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fundry places where I officiate alternately; and

fundry of them, who are well diſpoſed, I am

obliged to fend away without a Book; for they

were all diſtributed within a few days after

their arrival; and I took care not to give one

of each fort to every particular perſon, but

ordered them to borrow and lend among

themſelves.

I earneſtly defire to have fomething to dif

tribute among them, that would at once help

them to read, and teach them the Rudiments

of Christianity. I have had fome thoughts of

attempting fuch a thing myſelf, if I knew how

to difcharge the expences of the Preſs; though

I have no peculiar qualification for it, but

this, that I might perhaps adapt myſelf better

to their modes of ſpeaking and thinking, than

thoſe who have had no acquaintance with

them. Dr. Watts's Setts of Catechifins are the

best I know extant, for the last of theſe pur

poſes, and therefore I beg you would fend me

a confiderable number of them. -

Thus, Sir, I have given you an account of

the Ufe I have made of this generous Charity;

and the happy Effeć7s that are likely to follow

from it. And I have only this Requeſt to

add, that the Friends of Religion with you,

would help it forward, not { in this way,

but alſo with their importunate Prayers. This

affiſtance is greatly needed, and earneſtly de

fired by their, as well as, -

Dear S I R,

Yours, &c.

SAM. DAVIes.

. . . . Extraa
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Extract of a Letter from the Rev.

Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virginia

to Mr. C. Dated Feb. 7, 1757.

THE Collećtion of Books which I lately re

ceived, is the moſt important afiſtance

to me in the diſcharge of my ministry, that

I can expećt from mortals. It diſſolved me

into a flood of grateful tears, and has fent me

more than once to return my thanks to Him,

who is the Origin of all that good, of which

his creatures, in the height of their benevo

lence, are but fubordinate inſtruments.

You, dear Sir, and the other Contributors

to this pious Charity, may indulge the gene

rous pleaſure of reflećting, that many of the

moſt wretched part of mankind, at the dif

tance of near thouſand miles from you,

are likely to be advanced, by your means,

from a ſtate of Slavery, Barbariſm, and ex

poſedneſs to everlasting Mifery, to the glorious

Liberty, the divine Refinements, and the

everlaſting Happineſs of the Sons of God.

I have not the face to folicit you for addi

tional Charity, but, as you may, perhaps,

have fome money left in your hands, I ſhall

point out two defećts in the former collec

tions, for the uſe of the Negroes; the one is,

that there were but few of Dr. Watts’s Cate

chiſms, eſpecially the fecond Set; both which

are peculiarly adapted to their capacities; and

fundry of them have already, in about a

month, learned the firſt Set by heart, and are

- ready
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ready for the other. The other defećt is, the

want of Spelling Books, for thoſe who are now

eager to learn to read, but are not as yet ca

pable of uſing the other books. I have had

a few fent to me, but they are all gone, and

the demand for more is every day more ur

ent. ~ " -

I have really confiderable hopes, that by

means of this pious Charity, the greateſt

number of the Negroes, in the bounds of my

congregation and Todd's, will, in time,

acquire the Art of Reading ; an art of fo

much importance to their religious inſtruc

tion. And if a confiderable number of the

preſent Generation were taught, they might

teach their Posterity with little trouble to their

Mafters: And thus, a tafte for intellećtual -

improvement would circulate among them ;

and they would unavoidably come to know

fomething of Chriſtianity, which is the firſt

ſtep towards embracing it. I derive my hopes

of this, both from the general eagerneſs that

now appears among the Negroes to learn to

read; and írom the emulation to teach them,

which has been excited in their Masters, by

the generofity and zeal of the Friends of Re

ligion with you. Every good fcheme will

certainly meet with oppoſition in fuch a

world as this, where it is popular and faſhio

nable to neglećt the Son of God, and his Re

ligion. But I have encouragement to hope, ,

that the generality of my people, who are

Proprietors of four or five hundred Negroes,

will make a conſcience of teaching them to

read.

Ycur
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,

Your accounts of the Progreſs of Religion,

eſpecially in the Church of England, are fo re

viving, that I muſt endeavour to retaliate you

in that article: And this will lead me to play

the Biographer with fome of my brethren,

without their privity: But, I dare fay, they

know I love them fo well, that they can ven-

ture to truft their charaćters in my hands.

Virginia, was for five or fix years a melan

choly and laborious folitude to me, ſeparated

from my brethren, and furrounded with ene

mies in Church and State. During that time,

I paffed my life in a continual tremor; but

fince I have found myſelf enabled to ſtand my

ground, I begin to collećt a little more con

fidence. I divided my labours among feven

Congregations, fifteen or twenty miles a-part;

which, being much too extenſive a charge for

me, Mr. ToDD was prevailed upon to relieve

me from the care of four of them. Since his

fettlement, I have had a moſt intimate Friend,

and an honeft-hearted Astiftant. His charac

teriſtics are, Solidity, Sincerity, and Steadineß.

He has no Compliments, nor Affećiation in Re

ligion, Friendſhip, or any thing whatever;

but he is all of a-piece, fîncere and honest all ·

through. I enjoyed the time of harveſt in his

congregation ; and there has been no remark

able revival there, fince his fettlement : But

he has gathered up fome confiderable glean

ings ; and his honeſt heart is fet upon doing

more good. -

Mr. WRIGHT was appointed to fupply my

place for half a year, while I was in England:

And, after that, at the invitation of a few

- C - " ferious

*
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ferious people, he preached a Sermon or two

in Cumberland, a county about eighty miles

fouth weſt of Hanover. Here a furprizing

fçene opened : The plain Preaching of the

Goſpel did execution, and carried all before

it; and in a little time, he was fettled among

them as their Miniſter, and has now about

two hundredCommunicants; and fundry more

are under promifing impreſſions. He is a plain,

pungent, convincing Preacher; and has a re-,

markable talent for uſeful converſation. I fent

him a ſhare of the laſt cargo of Books, as well

as the firſt; and he is as fit a perſon to diſtri

bute them, as can be fixed upon.

Mr. HENRY, who is fettled about an hun

dred and thirty miles from hence, is one of

the moſt honeſt men in the world. Indeed, I

have hardly ever known a man, whoſe heart

has been fo ſteadily and zealouſly fet upon the

Salvation of fouls, for fo many years. It is

his ruling paffion, and the labour of his life.

He has little regard to the accuracies of com

poſition ; and he is often rallying me for the

offences I commit of that kind, which you

would think are but very few, and very par

donable. -

He informed me a few days ago, that he

hopes he has about thirty ſpiritual children in

his congregation, where he has been fettled

about two years ; and I know he is not extra

vagant in computations of this kind. , -

There are two of my Brethren, Meff.

CRAIGHEAD and Brown, fettled on the

frontiers among the Apulachian mountains:

But the congregation of the former h :
TQKG

|
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broke up, and he obliged to fly, by the incur

fions and barbarities of the Indian Savages.

The latter has ftood his ground as yet, tho’

in perpetual apprehenſions of danger ; and,

when I ſaw him laſt, he told me fome young

people in his congregation were under very

hopeful imprestions.

SAM. DAv IE s.

Extraa of a Letter from the Rev.

Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virgi

nia to the Rev. Mr. F–

Feb. 7, 1757.

I HAve four or five congregations under m

care ; and there are five other Miniſters in

the colony, as honeft-hearted, and as zealous

as you could wiſh, who, though fettled at a

great distance, no leſs than an hundred miles

from Hanover, affift in promoting the fame

common cauſe– I mean the caufe of catholic

Christianity, and not of the Diffenters as a

political Faćĩion : For, in this view, I care but

little which Party is uppermoſt. I have alſo

had fuch generous affiſtance from my worthy

Friends in ENGLAND, as has more than

once diſſolved me into floods of joy, and the

moſt tender gratitude towards God and man.

I have reaſon to hope a divine blesting has

already attended, and will yet more abun

dantly attend their pious Charity, among both

bond and free, white and black.

C 2 For
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For about a year and half past, I have

had more ſucceſs than uſual among the Poor

NEGRo Es. I have baptized in all an hundred

and fifty Adults, and at the laſt facramental

occation, I had the honour (for fo I esteem

it) of fitting down at the Table of the Lord,

with fixty of them. I have now a few more

Catechumens for baptiſm under instrućtion, but

I am not without fears, that the progreſs of

the work has been in fome meaſure declining

for about a month, or two paſt. The only

ground of my apprehenſion is, that I have

not had fo many new Profelytes applying to

me for inſtrućtion, as for fome time before.

However, multitudes are as eager to learn as

before: Some, from a pious thirft after Chrif

tian knowledge ; fome, from curioſity; and

fome, from ambition: But, whatever be the

preſent principle, I hope many happy effećis

will flow from this acquiſition, as it will ren

der them more capable of being their own

.inftrućtors, and of receiving instrućtion from

others. Their natural genius is not at all dif

couraging, and when they fet about learning

in earneſt, it is astoniſhing what Progreſs

fome of them make, though with little leifure

çr astistance. -

I have an instance of this among my domeſ

tics: I have made it a point of Conſcience to

teach fuch of them to read, who feemed to

.., me capable of learning. The perfon I have

in view, was above forty years old, when he

entered into my fervice ; a very stupid, lub

berly fellow in appearance, and but very im

perfectly acquainted with our language. I
- - therefore
* - ----

»
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therefere deſpaired of his ever being capable

of being taught to read, and reſolved to in

ftrućt him in the principles of Chriſtianity in

the beſt manner I could without it. But, he,

unexcited by me, fome how learned the let

ters, and began to ſpell, and before I fo much

as ſuſpećted it, he was almoſt prepared to

read. Upon this, I encouraged him, and fur

niſhed him with Books, and now he can read

. Engliſh almoſt as intelligibly, as he can ſpeak

- it. He can give but a very broken account

of his Religion in Words, but when I look to

his Life, there I can fee the CHRISTIAN. He

is a faithful fervant, and generally inoffenſive

to all. He has been fometimes overheard in

fecret Prayer, perhaps for half an hour, or

more, when it has been paſt midnight, and

he ſuppoſed the reſt of the family were in

their beds.

I hope, if the preſent Generation were taught

to read, they would themſelves take care to

teach their Ghildren without any expence or

trouble to their Maſters, and therefore I have

been ufing my endeavours with the owners to

affift them. A Sermon on this head I have

fent to our common Friend Mr. C. 2

which, I hope, he may be able to get Printed

by Subſcription, that it may be distributed

gratis in VIRGINIA, among thoſe who moít

need it, and are moſt unwilling to purchaſe

fuch things. -

I hope the generality of thoſe whom I have

baptized, behave in charačier, though fome of

them, unpoliihed as they are, have had art

enough to impoſe upon my charity. It is

C really
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really the hardeſt taſk I have to perform, to

deal with them in a proper manner. I am

afraid of difcouraging them, as well as aćting

contrary to the Apoſtolical Pattern, by impo

fing high terms of admifion to baptiſm ; and

I am cautious on the other hand of ſwelling

the number of Profelytes with only nominal

Chriſtians, if I ſhould reduce the terms of

initiation into it, very low.

I find it the hardeſt thing in the world at

once to convince their judgments, and make

their minds properly fenſible of the Reaſon

ableneſs, the Glory, and the Neceſſity of a

AMediatorial Religion; or, in other words, of

the Christian Scheme of Salvation by Jesus

CHR1st. They have generally very high no

tions of the neceſity and efficacy of Baptifm.

Indeed, it ſeems to be their common opinion,

when they firſt become a little thoughtful,

and uneaſy in a state of Heatheniſm, that if

they were but baptized, they ſhould become

Chriſtians inſtantaneouſly; and it is hard to

convince them of the neceſſity of proper pré

paratory qualifications for it. -

Many of them only feem to defire to be,

they know not what : They feel themſelves

uneafy in their preſent condition, and there

fore defire a change. Others, I fear, would

be baptized in compliance with the Faſhion,

and that they be upon an Equality with

their Maſters: Many fuch converſe with me,

whom I am obliged to exclude from that Or

dinance. In general, I make their temper

and condućt, rather than their fpeculative no

tions, the ſtandard of my judgment concern

1ng
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ing them; and when I can diſcover the Feel

ing, and Praćtice of a Christian, I hink them

proper members of a Christian Church, , al

though they ſhould be very ignorant of many

of its important doćtrines.

There is, however, a number of them,

who, I have not the leaft reaſon to doubt,

are the genuine Children of Abraham by faith; .

and ſome of them feem to have made a greater

progreſs in experimental Religion, than many

fincere Chriſtians of a fairer colour. Some of

them are, indeed, aftoniſhing monuments of

divine Grace. There are ten of them in one

quarter (fo we call the jittle houſes where the

Negroes dwell) who, I have reaſon to hope,

are all, or at leaft, nine in ten, fincerely and

zealouſly engaged in the doctrines and duties

of our holy Religion. This, indeed, is an

inſtance, which, I am afraid, can hardly be

paralelled, among either white or black, in

theſe Parts. But there are other instances very

remarkable, though not fo ſurprizing

SAMUEL DAvies.

Extraćt of a Letter from the Rev.

Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virginia

to Mr. B. F. Feb. 7, 1757.

I HAve allowed my Friend Mr. Wright a

Part of the Books I have at fundry times

received, to be distributed in his congrega

tion, where there are uńcommon appearances

of the progreſs of Religion : Some üm :
* IÇ

v
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I received a Letter from him with the follow

ing Paragraph, intended to be communicated

to the Society.
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“ I take this opportunity to expreſs my

gratitude for the Books you fent me at

fundry times this Spring, before I had any

claim as a Member of the SocIETY to

which I now have the honour to belong.

And I defire to adore God for raifing up

fuch a ſpirit of đifintereſted and pious ge

nerofity in fo many in Great Britain, as

to contrive fo noble a fcheme for promo

ting religious Knowledge among thoſe who

were like to be deſtroyed for lack of know

ledge.”

“ You may inform them that. my infant

congregation, in theſe uttermoſt parts of

the earth, is like to receive an everlaſting

advantage by their pious Charity. I have

had no opportunity of diſcovering the fuc

ceſs of the books, except in two inſtances.

The first, is a woman, fingularly inquiſi

tive; who, upon reading The Compaffionate

Addreſs, told me, ſhe had got fo much ad

vantage by it, that ſhe would give ten

Piſtoles for it, rather than part with it :

The other is a boy, who had just finiſhed

his fervitude: He could hardly read a word,

and was not able to buy a book, but hear

ing that I had books to distribute gratis,

he applied to me for fome, and the books

I gave him, with the ferious advices that

attended them, were ſo far blefied to him,

“ that
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** that he is now under promifing ferious im

“ preſſions.”

“ In ſhort, Sir, I cannot expreſs the plea

“ fing expećtations I have that God will do

“ great things in theſe remote parts by the

“ diffuſive Benevolence of the Society, and

“ other good Chriſtians. Pray convey this

account to the Society, and you will lay

an additional obligation, upon

Cumberland County, Yours, Sfc. -

Sept. 7, 1756. John Wright.

I have alſo intruſted my favourite friend

and next neighbour, Mr. Todd, with the dif

tribution of a number in his congregation.

And he tells me, that The Compaffionate Ad

dref was likely to be of great fervice in a

particular neighbourhood. -

I will add one inſtance more in the bounds

of my congregation, and that is, a Gentle

man who accidentally met with the fame ex

cellent Addreſs; and when he caſt his eye into

it, it fo engaged his attention, that he could

not put it out of his hands, until he had read

it through ; and he told one of my Friends,

that it gave him the most folemn and affecting

thoughts of eternal things, that ever he had

in his life. May his goodneſs not be as the

morning cloud! That little Book, Dodderidge's

Rife and Progreſs, and Baxter’s Call, are, I

think, the moſt popular and uſeful Books

among the white People in Wirginia

SAMUEL DAvIEs.

Copy
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Copy of a Letter from the Rev.

Mr. Todd at Hanover in Virginia

to Mr. C. Feb. 3, 1757.

Dear SI R,

A Weeks ago I received a Box or

Books fent to me by you, and other

good Friends to the immortal intereſts of the

Negroes and Poor in this diftant Part of the

world.

I was very much struck, upon firſt recei

ving the Books, with a fenfe of the marvel

lous Goodneſs of God, in putting it into the

hearts of his people, to preſent fo large and .

bounteous a Charity, fo unexpećtedly; where

it is fo much wanted, and of that kind which

was moſt needful in theſe parts, and beſt cal

culated to anſwer the pious and charitable in

tentions of the Donors. -

I have often returned Thanks to the God

of all Goodneſs for the favour, and feel my

felf under greater obligations to improve this,

with the other favours received from him, to

the honour of his Name and the good of my

fellow creatures. Nothing could have more

feaſonably anſwered my wiſhes for the good

of the Poor within the ſphere of my la

bours, both Negroes and white People, than

this.

Many among the white People are amä

zingly ignorant, and many are very poor,

and fome very defirous of improvement in

the
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the knowledge of God and Religion. The

Negroes are generally defirous of knowledge,

and have often applied to me for Books, as

they had none, and had no way to get any.

I furniſhed them as well as I could, but nei

ther to their fatisfaćtion, or my own, and

their want still increafes, as their fenfe of Re

ligion increaſes. Now this will be a very

great relief to them, and me, and I have

great hopes a remarkable Bleſſing will at

tend it. *

From the little experiments I have already

made, I know they will very thankfully re

ceive the books, and many will carefully im

prove them. I had a few of the books fent

to Virginia to my favourite Brother Mr. Da

vies, from that Society, which I believe, and

am perſuaded, God has raiſed up for the moſt

important purpoſes: And as they were calcu

lated to do much good, fo my People, both

white and black, were fo taken with them,

that they appointed, with my approbation, to

meet on the LoRD’s DAY in private focie

ties, to read, and pray, and fing Praiſes.

This is the more neceſſary, as the three

Places where I ſtatedly preach, are fo far dif

tant from each other, that it is impoſſible for

them to hear me at all of them, being four

teen or twenty miles distant from each other

at the leaft ; ſo that the Sabbath which uſed

to be ſpent in idle vifits, or meetings for di

verſion, or fervile buſineſs (which has been .

very common among the Slaves) is now ſpent

in focieties for religious Worſhip, when they

cannot attend upon the Preaching of the

- Word,
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Word, and theſe Books will greatly promote

this work by the bleffing of God. *

· About two hundred, or more, attend my

miniſtry in good weather, at each of my pla

ces, to whom I often lower my style in my

Sermons, and addreſs them in a plain and pa

thetic manner: I fometimes give previous no

tice, that I intend to preach particularly to

them; then vaſt crouds attend with remark

able feriouſneſs, and ſhew themſelves very

thankful for fuch a favour, and fome are

deeply impreſſed with divine things. At fuch

Sermons, the bulk of my white hearers are

generally much affećted, and manifeſt great

fatisfaćtion ; which, by the way, is an addi

tional convićtion to me, that the most plain,

pathetic, and folemn diſcourſes, warmly ad

drefied to the Conſcience, are moſt likely to

fave periſhing finners of all colours. -

I intend to preach a Sermon to the Negroes,

and let them know the great obligations they

are under to God for his goodneſs, in making

this additional Proviſion for them, and the im

portance of making a right improvement of

this Donation, and # fhall examine them as to

the knowledge they gain hereby, and am not

without hopes, that many will improve in

the knowledge of God and true Religion by

thefe helps. I have had the pleaſure of hearing

them fing the Praiſes of God, and praying

together, when others have been in their

beds ; and now they will have a variety of

good helps, I hope the work will go on with

greater advantage.

- I acknow
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! I acknowledge myſelf, and do in the name

of your poor Beneficiaries acknowledge the

eat obligations we are under to our London

a Charity was never better

beſtowed, and doubt not but that theſe Poor

will put up many earneſt Prayers for their

good Friends beyond the great waters.

I am, &c.

JoHN ToDD.

Copy of a Letter from the Rev.

Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virgi

nia to f. F. Feb. 15, 1757.

Dear S I R,

IN my Letters to my other correſpondents

who are Members of the Society, there

are fo many paragraphs relating to the recep

tion and distribution of the books I lately re

ceived, that I need not enlarge in my account

to you.

Such liberal Affstance to me in the diſcharge

of my office, eſpecially that branch of it

which relates to the Negroes, could not fail

of affećting me with the moſt ardent grati

tude to God and man. And my pleaſure has

been much increaſed by the promifing appear

ances of its Succeß among multitudes.

Every new benefaćtion of Books fets hun

dreds upon attempting to read with freſh ea
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firſt application to me. Many,come to me,

who have not yet learned, but tell me, they

are eager to make trial, and want books for

that purpoſe: Among theſe I have divided the

Spelling Books, which were fent to me from

fome private hands, and I bid them come to

me when they have learned them, and let me

fee they can read, and then I ſhall furniſh

them with other books.

This method I take, to prevent the abuſe

of the Books, which they are not capable of

ufing at preſent; for befides thoſe who en

deavour to learn, from a defire of Chriſtian

knowledge, there are others who are excited

to it by ambition, and natural curiofity; and,

as theſe are not, I am afraid, under the in

fluence of a conſcientious Principle, I do not

think it proper to truft them too far, but

oblige them to be honeſt, by keeping them

under my eye. Some of theſe, who have

had Spelling Books but about fix weeks, have

already come to me, and read pretty well ;

and one or two of tñem have repeated l}'atts's

first Set of Catechiſms with great eaſe.

This Charity ſeems alſo to have a very good

effect upon the Masters: They justly infer,

that if it be the concern of Strangers, at the

diſtance of near four thouſand miles, to pro

pagate Chriſtianity amóng their domeſtics, it

is much more their own, who enjoy the fruit

of their painful fervice, and to whoſe care

they are immediately intruſted. Sundry of

my People are at the expence of fending their

young Negroes to ſchool, and others take pains

to teach them at home; or, having taught
77

----- - me
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one of them, they make him a teacher to

the rest. - · · · -

I have fent a mumber of the Books to my

worthy Brethren Meſi. Wright and Henry, to

be diſtributed in their congregations; and I

know they will diſcharge the truft with the

utmost chearfulneſs and fidelity. In my Let

ter to your Brother, you will find fome ac

count of the uſe Mr. Wright has made of a

former Parcel. And fince I ſent him fome of

the last, he writes to me–“ Yeſterday about

“ twenty Negroes came to my lodgings for

** Books; and after public and private ad

“ drefies to them, I made a distribution of

“ most of the parcel you were fo goồd as to

“ fend me. The contributions of our dear

** Friends in South Britain feem to raiſe a

“ very promifing diſpoſition in many of the

** Negroes.”

I alſo fent Mr. Richardſon a large ſhare of .

the laſt cargo, to-diſtribute in his neighbour

hopd, where white and black have but very

orry means of inſtrućtion. He has an unu

fual degree of zeal for the converſion of the

Negroes, although in a private ſtation; and

when he has finiſhed his studies, I hope he

will be a fucceſsful mistionary among the In

dian Savages, towards whom his heart is fet.

I am in great hopes, that this little harvest

among the 4 : is but a Prefage of one
mnre extenſive arnono the Indian Nafiqiec of
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feven thouſand fouls; and the latter of about

a thouſand. I give this hint to the Society,

meerly, for the fake of the pleaſure, which, I

know, fuch intelligence will afford them.

I doubt not, dear Sir, but you will continue

your zealous efforts in this Apostolic fervice;

and, I am in hopes, à divine bleffing will at

tend it. Spelling Books, and Watts's two Setts

of are now moſt wanted among

the Negroes.

I muſt requeſt you, Sir, to return my moſt

affećtionate acknowledgments, with thoſe of

their poor grateful Beneficiaries, to all thoſe

generous perſons, who, as Members of the Ss

ciety, or in a private Character, have contri

buted towards this important Charity.

I am, &c.

SAM. DAvıEs. .
- *

Extraćt of a Letter from the Rev.

Mr. Davies to the Rev. Mr. G.

March 17, 1757.

I REALLY hope the valuable collection of

Books I have received from my Britiſh

Friends, are likely to be bleſſed for faving

many fouls from death, in theſe ends of the

earth; and fuch an affiftance to me in the

diſcharge of my ministry among white and

black, has frequently diſſolved my heart into

- a flood of gratitude towards God and man.

It ſeems to me, my dear Brother, that the

good People in London are determined to make
- OING
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one bold puſh in the cauſe of CHRIST, which

has been declining for fo many years. Th

ípare no expence of money or labour; but .

esteem doing good, though at the distance of

four thouſand miles, and among the loweſt

parts of human nature, as a ;
duty. By their means, I hope a number

poor African Slaves will be made the Lord's

free men; and a number of Indian Savages,

in time, will be divinely poliſhed into meek

diſciples of the harmleſs Lamb of Go p.

Blested be the Origin of all good ! his crea

tures, in the height of their benevolence, are

but his inſtruments. - - -

Oh my dear Brother I could we ſpend and

be ſpent, all our lives, in painful, difintereſt

ed, indefatigable fervices for God and the

world, how ferene and bright would it render .

the fwift approaching eve of life. I am la

bouring to do a little to fave my Country,

and which is of much more conſequence to

fave Souls-thoſe precious, immortal things,

Souls / from Death– from that tremendous

kind of death, which a Soul can die. I have

but little ſucceſs of late; but, bleſſed be God,

it ſurpaffes my expečtations, and much more

my defert. Some of my Brethren, particu

larly Mr. Henry and Mr. Wright, labour, to

better purpoſe. The pleaſure of the Lord

proſpers in their hands.-- . . . . .
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r" . . . . -

Extraćt of a Letter from a Gentle

man in Town to his Friend in

the Country, :

Containing fome Obſervations on the

foregoing L E T T E Rs. -
» . - - - } - - - !: , , , : * . . . . . . .

GIV me leave, Sir, to make one Ob

Nº ſervation before I fend this long Letter,

which is, that though by Mr. Davies's Ac

count, his ſucceſs has, for fome weeks before

he wrote, feemed to decline, ahd ſome of his

Negroes have diſappointed his expectations,

yet Providence has abundantly made up this

complaint (which I hope will not last long)

by the acceſſion of others, who are with fuc

ceſs building on the foundation he has had the

honour to lay. - -' ' , - --

c. In the third Letter is the first Account we

have ever had óf theſe hew labourers in our

great Master's vineyard; and if I am not

greatly miſtaken in my calculation, what they

have already done, greatly exceeds all the Ac

counts we ever had before, whilſt the work

was confined within his own dioceſs. , Mr.

Wright has two hundred added to his church

fincé he came among them, and though he is

not very exprefs, what number of theſe were

Negroes, the difference with me is not great;

for, whatever joy the acceſſion of theſe un

happy flaves will always give me, I do not

doat fo much on their colour, as to be inat

tentive to, or unthankful for the Progreſs
* C
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the Goſpel among the Natives of Virginia;

as I am afraid- the greatest part of them were

almost as ignorant, and quite as vicious, as the

worſt of thoſe Africans.

Mr. Todd has conſtantly fix hundred Ne

groes attending the three "places of public

Worſhip where he preaches, with remarkable

, Seriouſnefs ; and fome are deeply impreſſed with

- Mr. Henry, # is

one of the laſt who has fettled in Virginia,

has had the honour of begetting thirty ſpiri

tual Children; in which calculation, Mr. Da

vies fays, he is by no means extravagant.

* What colour theſe are of I do not know, but

in Christ feſus they are all one.' s

" The two worthy Ministers who have car

ried their labours among the Apulachian moun

tains, the wildeſt and moſt barbarous part of

America, are not without feals to their mi

nistry even there. Thus, my dear Sir, when

* God gives the Word, great will be the num

ber of thoſe that publiſh it; and as he never

fends any, where he has not fome work for

them to do, and ſome People to be gathered

in; I have good reaſon to hope that multi

tudes will be added, by their means, to the

* Church, of fuch as ſhall be faved. -

My time will not permit me to add añy

more, except, what I hope you will pardon

me for obſerving, as I am fure it is a reflec

tion you ſtand in no need of; viz. that thoſe
fiinnlies which were ſufficient for Mr. Daquier
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of fo many new labourers. God has provided

more Teachers, and opened more mouths to

receive divine Nouriſhment, and it would be

pity that any of them ſhould periſh, for want

of it. The divine Providence has enlarged the

vineyard, and it is our duty to take care it is

properly planted. He hath strengthned their

hands, and inclined their hearts to the work,

and íhall we weaken them by denying tools to

work with ? -

They will meet with diſcouragement

enough, when we have exerted our utmoſt to

fupport them. I am afraid, they often preach

in hunger, and nakedneſs, and fome of them

in danger of their lives. They make no com

plaints of thefe, they aſk no augmentation of

their falaries, and ſhall we refuſe them the

only thing they petition for; the means of

diffufing the fruits of their perſonal labours,

where they frequently cannot go themſelves,

by ſpreading the labours of others, eſpecially

the facred Oracles of Truth, among ſuch as

have no means to procure them.

I acknowledge with thankfulneſs, my friends

have done generouſly, perhaps fome of them

even beyond their ability; but permit me still

to hope, that either they will not be weary of

well-doing, or Providence will raiſe up others

to carry on the moſt uſeful Charity that was

eyer fet on foot in theſe kingdoms. -

*

I

F I N I S.
* * * * • • • ** ... se




