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LETTERS

Rev. Mr. Davies, &c.

Extra® of a Letter from the Rev. -
Mr. Davies to the Rev. Mr. B.

1751.

- § the Publication of a Narrative of the
A Rife, Progrefs, and prg/ent Srtuation
of Religion in Virginia, may not only
gratify good people, but animate their
prayers for 'us, I thould charge myfelf with a
criminal negle& by delaring or refufing to
publith the marvellous Works of the Lord
among us., . .
My defign, Siry is not to boaft of Profe-
Iytes, or to afperfe the church of Enzland here
eftablithed, but I hope I may obferve, with-
out the umbrage of calumny, what glares
with irrefiftible evidence, that Religion has
been, and in moft parts of the colony filtis,
in a very low ftate; various Pices are trium-
phant, and even a form of Godlinefs is not
common. I cannot find there has Leen a
Diflfepting Minifter fettled in Virginia, ‘till
: - o Az lately,
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lately, fince its firft plantation ; and many of
the populace knew Fittle or nothing of any
denomination, but that in which they had
been educated.. _
I have reafon to hope, Sir, that there are
and have been’ a few Names in various parts
of the colony, who are fincerely feeking the
Lord in the communion of the church of
England: A few of this happy eharadter I
found in and about Hanover before the late
revival of -Religion. -Such were awakened,
as they told me, either by their own ferious
Refleftions, fuggefted and enforced by divine
- energy, or on reading fome Authors of the laft
centary, particularly Bolron; - Baxtery: Blavel,
Bunyan, &c. and they often wondexed"if there
were fuch do&triries” taught any where in the
world at prefent, as they found in the writings
of thefe good men.——1In this cafe about
ten or twelve perfons, who are now meribers
of my congregation, continued for fome time;
One Mr. Samuel Morris, a pérfon. of an ac=
tive, fociable fpirit, who had been extreniely
anxious about his gternal flate, and unwea-.
riedly feeking relief by all means within hig
reach;, at length obtained a djfcovery of that
lorious method of Salvation through Jesug
HRIST, to which finners fromy all the ends
¢of the earth look, and are faved, and wherg -
_they univerfally agree to fix all their hopes,. -

After this difcovery of the Gofpel, his foul
was anxious for the falvation of his neigh<
bours, and inflamed with zeal to ufe means
to awaken thfmj to which end he read tg
them fuch authors as had been moft ufeful to
’ " himfelf;

-
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himfelf; by thefe means a few of his neil%h-
bours were made more thoughtful about Re-
ligion than ufual, who had lived, till then,

in a carelefs ignorance of it. I have pre»
vailed, Sir, with this my good friend, who
was the principal private inftrument of pro-
moting the revival of Religion, to give me
a narrative of its Rife and lgrogrefs from this
_ period till my fettlement here, which.I here
prefent to you. ,
= ¢ In the year 1743, a young Gentleman
« arrived from Scotland, with a book of the
 Rev. Mr. Whitefield’s fexmons preached in -
¢ Glafgow, taken from his mouth in fhort-
“ hand, which, after I had read with great
% liking and benefit, I invited my neighbours.
“ to come and hear: The plainnefs, popu-
¢ larity, and fervency of the difcourfes bein
¢ peculiarly fitted to affect our unimprovei -
 minds, and the Lord rendring the word ef-".
¢ ficacious, many were convinced of their
« undone condition, and conftrained to feek
¢ deliverance with the greateft folicitude. A
¢ confiderable number met every Sabbath to’
¢ hear thefe fermons; my dwelling- houfe was
“ too fmall to contain the people, where:
¢ upon we determined to build'a Meeting-
¢« houfe, meerly for Reading. By this fingle. -
% mean fundry were folemnly awakened, and"
their condué ever fince is a living attefta- -
¢ tion of the happy iffue of their impreffions.
¢ When the report of thefe fermons. and the -
¢ effe@ produced by reading them was fpread
% abroad, I was invited .to :everal places 10
% yead them, at a confiderable diftance ; and
R A3 ¢« by - .

K3
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¢¢ by this means the concern wds propagated;
s¢ —Thus we continued till Providence afd
¢ forded us an unexpe&ed opportunity of
¢¢ hearing the Rev. Mr. Robinfon, a zealousy
¢¢ faithful mibifter of Chrift, whofe labours
¢ have beem greatly blefled in Pennfilvaniay
& Maryland, and other Parts. o
" ¢ Having fome information of him, he
¢ had an invitation fent him to come and
¢ preach to us. He continued with us preach-
% ing four days fucceffively. It is:. hard-for
¢ the livelieft imagination to form an image
“ of the condition of the aflembly on thefe
¢ olorious days. of the Son of Man. Suck
% of 'us a8 had been hungring after the Word:
“ before, were loft in an agreeable confufion
of ferious Paflions, furprized, aftonithed;

-

-

L1

- . % pleafed, enraptured! So that we were hardly*

¢ capable of felf-government. We were over--
“ whelmed ‘with the thoughts of the unex- -
« pected goodnefs of Gop, in allowing .us
“ to hear the Golpél preached‘in a manner:
s¢ . that even furpafled our former wifhes, much-
& more our hopes. Many that came thro?
s curiofity were pricked to the heart, and but-
<« few in the numerous affemblies on thefe:
¢ four days appeared unafte€led:—Before he-
< left us, he put us into a method of .prayir.g"
¢t and finging together at-our publick meets®
¢ ings, which we had before omitted. e
. % We were afterwards occafiopally vifited-
¢ by the Rev. Mefl. 7. Blain, Yobn Roany
¢ Gtlbert and WVilliam Tennant, &c. whofe
<¢ fervices were greatly profpered. In whofe-
8¢ abfence we returned to our former way. of -
o ¢ Reading,
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Reading, &c. The blefing of Gop re- =
¢ markubly attended thefe private.means: It
«: was really aftonifhirg to ebferve the fo-
¢ femn impreflions bégun and contiived in
. many by hearing good difcouries read. I
¢¢ had repeated invitatiuns ta com: to many,
¢ places round, fome. of them thirty ar forty
< miles diftant, to read. Confiderable num-
« bers attended with, edger attention, and
« fundry were, in a judgment of churity,
< throughly turped to Gop; and thereupon.
¢ erefted meeting-houfes, and chofe Readers
< ameong themfelves, by which the work wap
< more extenfively carsiedon.... -~
. ¢ Being ‘thys . deftitute of a minifter, we
¢ were. joyfully furprized to hear that the
¢¢ Rev. l{/lr.,Dawias, our prefent Paftor, was.
¢ fent by the Preflbytery to fupply us about.
< fix weeks, in Spring Anme 1747 : For
¢ which feafonable inftance of. divine Provis
<. dence: we defire to offer up our grateful:
¢ Praifes, &'c’\—~Thus bg. - ‘ R

Being fully sonvinged, Sif, that Hanever
ftood in greater néed of a minifter than any .
place I knew, I accepted of their call to fettle
there, and obtajned the licenfure of four
meeting-houfes in OfZeber 1748 : in the fmall-
eft of which you wilk fee perhaps four or five
hundred Hearers, and fornetimes twice .thag
suymber, the church. people in general being
eager to hear. This I looked uporr at ﬁri%‘
as proceedinig from meer curiefity ; but as it
continues in.general without abatement, and
in fome places feems to increafe, I cannot but
leok upon is;as an bappy Prefage, &c,

. &danever, Fine 28, 1751, -
"’ Copy

LY
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Copy of a Letter from the Rev. -

Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virgi-
ma to f.F. April1,1755.
Dear SIR, |

DLVINE Providence has fafely conduted
me through the numerous dangers of fea

and land, and replaced me in my former fphere

of ufefulnefs and happinefs. e confluence
of fo many Mercies at one time, the tender

guardianfhip of Heaven over my dear family’

and friends, the review of m‘y remarkable fuc-

cefles in the important bufinefs of my Mif-’

. fion, and the promifing fituation of Religion

among my People, threw me into a ferment’
of grateful paflions, which has not yet fub-’
fided, though I have been at home about fix’
weeks. I doubt not but as a friend you will’

congyratulate me, and as a Chriftian affit me,

in returns of gratitude and praife to my divine

Benefa&or.

" As there is a propriety in tranfmitting to”

you an account of the Diftribution and Re-

ception of the notle Charity of that generous’
SociETY to which you are Secretary, I muft:
confine myfelf to that; and refer you to my -
other correfpondents for other articles of in-

telligence. :
“Though there are very few of the white

People in this Colony in abje&t pdverty, yet

. there are many in fuch low"circumftances,

that they cannot /pare money to ‘purchafe.
o o ) ' .. (]

goed
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good books: And there are many more, who
might indeed fpare fo much, without injury,
to: their temporal affairs; but as they-are ftu-
pidly infenfible of their Zant of Inftru&ion,
and do not form fo high an eflimate of the
Means of Grace, as of the Neceflaries, or
even Conveniences of this mortal Life ; they
are willing, to excufe themfelves from it, as a
piece of needlefs expence..
~ On one or other, of thefe accounts, therg
are few houfes in Pirginia well furnifbied in
this important refpect; and ‘multitudes are
grofsly ignorant; and confequently carelefs,
about the concerns of Tmmortality. To' fome
of thefe.1 haye: diftributed’ The Compaffionate
Addrefs, Baxter’s Call to the Unconverted, Thé
Sabbath-breaker’s Monitar,. &c. with the beft
advice I'could give them, and I hope T fhall
be able hereafter to give you- an agrecable
account. of the happy effeds of the diftribu-
ut. the poot neglefed NEGROE SLAVES,
who are-fo far from having morey to pdrelia(é
books,. that they themfelves are the property
‘of others; who were originally African Sa-
wages, and never heard of Jesus.and his Re.
ligion,. until they arrived on.the land of their
flavery in Americas, whon their mafbers gene:
sally negle@, as though Immortality was not
‘the- privilege, of their"fouls, nor the Religion-
of Jesve their concern ! Thefle poor Africang
are the principal obje&s of compafion; and,
I think, the moft proper objedts of the So-
<ieTys Charity,” . . . ,

S

PRSI

S . The
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_ The inhabitants of Virginia are computed
to be about three hundred thoufand ; and one
half of them are fuppofed to be Negroes. The
number that attend upon my miniftry at par-
ticular times, is uncertain; but, I think, there
are about three bundred that give a flated at-
tendance. And never have I been fo much
ftruck with the appearance of an affembly, as
when I have glanced my eyes to one part of
the Meeting-houfe, adorned (fo it has ap~
peared to me) with fo many black counte-
nances, eagerly attentive to eyery word they
heard, and fome of them wafhed with tears.

A confiderable number of them (about an
hundred) have been baptized, after they had
been Catechumens for fome tiine, and given
credible evidence, not only of their acquain+
tance with the important do&rines - of the
Chriftian Religion," but alfo of a deep fenfe of
thefe things upon their.{pirits, and a life of

* the ftricteft Morality and Piety. As they are
~ not fufficiently polithed to diffemble with a

grace, they exprefs the fenfations of their -
minds fo much in the language of fimple na- .
ture, and with fuch genuine indications of -
Sincerity, that it is impoflible to fufpeét the
profeffion of fome of them, efpcciilly when
“attefted by a regular behaviour in common
life. 5 : : e
" My worthy friend Mr. Todd, Minifter of
the next congregation, has near the fame
number of negroes under his Paftoral charge ;
and fome of them, he tells me, difcover the
_fame ferious turn of mind. In thort, there
‘are: multitudes of shem in various parts, who -
: are
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are willing, and even eagerly defirous to be
inftruted, and to embrace every opportunity
for that end. They have generally but very
little help to learn to read; and yet, to my
agreeable furprize, fundry of them, by the
dint of application in their leifure hours, have
made fuch progrefs, that they can intelligibly
read a plain author, particularly the Bibl. '
- Some of them have the misfortune of irre- -
ligious mafters; and hardly any of them are
fo happy, as to have mafters, that will be at
“the expence of furnifhing them with Bibles,
Pfalm Books, &c. Before I had the honour
of joining as a Member of the Society, th
were wont frequently to come to me wi
fuch moving accounts of their neceflity in this
refpe, that I could not help fupplying them
_ with books to the utmoft of my fmall ability ;
and when I diftributed thofe among them,
_which my Friends with you fent over, I had
reafon to think that I never did a charitable
.altion in all my life, that met with /o much
Gratitude from the reccivers. I have already
diftributed all the books which were fuitable to
them, particularly Bibles, Teffaments, Watts's
Songs for Children, &c. But my houfe is ftill
crouded with them; and their very counte-
nances carry the air of impertunate Petitioners
for the fame favours with thofe that came be-
fore them. But alas! I muft fend them away
grieved and difappointed. - C
Permit me now, Sir, to become’an advocate
_in_their behalf with you, and by your means
with many of thofe generous Geutlemen with
. Whom I know you are acquainted, for a tf;r-\
’ o ex
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ther fupply of Bibles and Te/flaments, that fuch
as have taken the pains to learn to read them,
aud who I am perfuaded, will make fo cood a
ufe of them, may not be unavoidably deffitute
of fo important a Charity, Give me le.ve
particularly to mention Er. 17atts’s ~Pfalms
and FHymnns, which are not given away by
your Society, and therefore muft be procured
‘fome other way. My rcafons for it are, .
That the Books themfelves are valuable —
that they are the fyftem of Pfalmody the Dif-
fenters ufe in thefe parts — that the Negroes
‘above all of the human fpecies that ever I
knéw, have an ear for Mulic, and a kind of
‘extatic delight in Pfalmody ; and there are no
"books they learn fo foon, or take fo much
pleafure in,  as thofe ufed in that' heavenl
52111 of divine Worfhip. 'Some Gentlemen in
‘Lovpon were pleafed to make them priyate
_prefents through ‘my hands of thefe boo{s, and
“from the reception they gave them, and their
"eagernefs for more, I can eafily forefee how
acceptable and ufeful a greater number would
"be among them. Indeed nothing would be 'a
_ftronger inducement to them to learn to read,
than the expeQation of fuch a prefent ; which
they would confider.as a Azlp and a reward at
once; and which. they can be fupplied with
_no other way. : o .
I know of hardly any modern inftitution,
which bears fo favourable an afpect. upon the
declining interefts of ‘Religion and Virtte in
our degenerate world; as ‘that generous So-
c1ETY. They. deferve the pleafure of hearing

" of the happy influence of their Charity, atthe
- appy _ tyt,ﬁﬁancc



o . Es = s

Rev. Mr: DAviEs, & 13

diftance of four tho’,ufandr miles, in thefe ends
of the earth; and it is no fmall happinefs to
me, that the firiGteft veracity allows me to
tranfmit fuch an agreeable account. They,
on your fide of the water, may receive Blef-
fings. in anfwer to Prayers offered up to Hea-
ven in America ; and I'am fure fundry of their
Beneficiaries here are affectionate interceflors
for them ; among whom let them be pleafed
to remember, their, as well as, - -

Dear SIR,
" Your affeftionate Friend,
and moft obliged humble Servant;
SamueL Davies,

Copy of a Letter from the Rev.
Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virgi-
nia to 7. F Marcb 2, 1756.

Dear SIR,

Y'OUR laft Lettcr, with the large Dona-
tion of Books that attended it, gave me
the moft agreeable furprize, that ever I met
with in my whole life ; and the ferment of
grateful paffions raifed upon that occauon, has
not yet fubfided.
I ipeak the very truth, Srr, 1 did not count
myfelf worthy, in any meafure to b the in+
ftrument of _; great a Good; nor had I the
leaft expectation, that a Letter from my hand
would ever be honoured with fuch extenfive

Succefls, - )
/ B ) ,As

-
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As an honour conferred upon me—as an |
evidence that the fpirit of Chriftian Zeal and
Charity, -is far from ‘being extin® in your |
great metropolis, even in this infidel and de- |
bauched age —as a prefent advantage, and in
the mean time, a favourable omen with regard
to futurity, to the negleCted Heathen Slaves in
this Chriftian colony— as an acceptable offer-
ing to God — and as fruit that will abound to
the account of the benefactors—in all thefe, -
and fundry other views, I rejoice in it: I feel,
that even a heart fo infenfible as mine, is not -

- proof againft the fenfations of pious gratitude

vpon fuch an occafion. It has more than
once caft me into the pofture of adoration and
praife before the Throne of Grace, and I am
not left unafiifted in the delightful work. ‘
- Idare fay fome fcores, both black and white, -
bond and free, concur with me, in themoft *
ardent returns of gratitude to the Author of -
every good gift, for a Charity of Tuch exten- -
five ufefulnefs. And to you, dear Sir, who
have been fo aive in prométing it, and to
my other friends, who have concurred in th¢ -
fame way; to the SociETY which gave fo °
favourable a reception to my reprefentation -
and to all the ConTRIBUTORS, whether
within, or without the Society ; I return the °
moft humble and affe€tionate thanks, from °
myfelf, and from their many beneficiaries who_
cannot write, nor make their own acknow-
ledgments themfelves. And if the Prayers of °
thefe poor ftrangers to the Throne of Grace,
who have lately learned to bow, and weep, '
and cry there, have any efficacy, your: pious °

. T generofity,
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generofity will be rewarded an bundred fold,

both in this, .and in the future world. ,

- I count myfelf happy, Sir, that I can re-

taliate you, and the other Benefactors of this-
fcheme, in that way, in which only you de-

fire it; and that is, by giving you an account

of the Diftribution and Acceptance of the boofs

among thofe, for whom they were intended.

And this I fhall do with the utmoft alacrity

and faithfulnefs, to the beft of my knowledge.

As far as I can recolle&, I gave you a pretty
full account, in a former letter, of the nume-

rous African Slaves in this colony; and now

I only defign to add a few ‘particulars which

are niew; or which did not then occur to my
mind. : :

When the books arrived, I gave public
notice of it, after Sermon, at the next op-
portunity: I defired fuch Negroes as could
read, and alfo fuch white People as would
make a good ufe of them, and were fo poor,
that they could not buy fuch beoks, to come

"to me at my houfe, and I fhould diftribute

them among them.~ On this occafion, I alfo
-enlarged upon a new topic of conviction both -

to the Skves themfelves, and their Mafers.

¢ Since perfons at fo great a diftance, who
4 had ne connexion with them, were fo ge-
“ neroufly eoncerned to chriftianize the poor
¢ Negroes, and had been at fo much pains
¢ and expence for that end; then, how
¢ much more concerned, how much more
% zealous and induftrious fhould their Aa/~
¢ ters be, to whom the care of their fouls,
€ as well ag their bodies, is committed, and
. ' Ba ¢ who
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¢ who enjoy the advantage of their laborious
¢ fervice —And how much more ought the
¢ poor Negroes to be concerned for them-
¢ felves! And how much more aggravated
¢ would be their guilt and ruin, if they. per-

_ ¢ fifted in obftinate infidelity and wicked-
¢ nefs, after fo much pains had been taken
¢¢ with them for their converfion ?” ‘This,
as I found afterwards, proved a very popular
topic of convi&ion, and made fome impref-
fions upon the minds of not a few.

For fome time after this, the poar Slaves,
whenever they could get an hour’s leifure from
their mafters, would hurry away to my houfe;
and received the Charity with all the genuine
indications of paffionate gratitude, which un-
polithed nature tould give; dnd which affee-
tation and grimace would mimic in vain. The
books were all very acceptable ; but none more
fo than the P/alms and Hymns, which enabled
them to gratify their peculiar tafte for P/al-
amody. Sundry of them have lodged all night
in my kitchen ; and, fometimes, when I have

- awaked about two or three a-clock in the
‘morning, a torrent of facred harmony poured
into my chamber, and carried my mind away
to Heaven. In this feraphic exercife, fome of
them fpend almoft the whole night. I wifh,
Sir, you and their other Benefators could hear
one of thefe facred concerts: Tam perfuaded it
would pleafe. and furprize you more than an
Oratorio, and a 8t, Cacilia’s Day.
. The good effecis of this pious Charity are
already apparent. It convinces the Heathen,
that however vicipus, and carelefs about the
s : *  Religion
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Religion they profefs, the generality of the
white People are; yet, there are fome who
really look upon it as a2 matter of the utmoft
importance, and univerfal concern, and are
attuated with a difinterefted zeal to promote
it— It has excited fome of their Aaffers to
emulation ; and they are athamed that Stran-
gers, -on the other fide the Atlantic, fhould be
at the pains to teach their domeftics Chriftias
nity, and they fhould be quite negligent them=
felves — It furnifhes the moft proper helps for
fuch Negroes as can read, and are pioufly dif-
pofed; and fome of them are evidently im=- -
proving in knowledge — It has excited athers
to learn to read; for as I give books to none
but fuch a8 can read, they confider them as
a Reward of their Induftry: And Fam told,
that in almoft every houfe in my congregation,
and in fundry other places, thzy fpend every
leifure hour in trying to learn, fince they exe

" pe& Books as foon as thoy are capable of ufing

them., Some of them, I doubt not, are ex<
cited to it by a fincere defire to know the
Will of God, and what they fhall do to be
faved. Others, I am afraid, are a&uated by
the meaner principles of curiofity, ambition,
and vanity. However, be the principle what
it will, I cannot but rejoice in the effedt; as
it renders them mere capabla of Infiruétion, in
the great concerns of Religion, ‘ :
his CHARITY may alfo be of fingular
fervice in a Poriticar View; for now,
when.the French and Indsans are invading our
country, ‘and perpetrating ‘the moft thecking
barbaritios - and: depredations. upon - our frone
! ‘ : B 3' - tiers’



18 LETTERS from the

tiers,: we have not been without alarming ap-
prehenfions of Infurre&ion and Maffacre, from
.the numerous Slaves among ourfelves, whom
they might feduce to their intereft by the de-
Aufive promifes of Liberty. And while they
~do not feel the reftraints of Confcience and
Chriftianity, our apprehenfions are but too
well grounded. I have ddne my utmoft, with-
out hinting my defign to them, to prevent fo

difmal a calamity; and for this purpofe, I - ;

have endeavoured to convince them, that there
are many of the Englifb, as well as myfelf,
who are really. folicitous for their welfare,
which has -given me no fmall popularity
among. them ;. and efpecially to bring them

under the reftraints of the pacific Religion of -

JEsus, which has fo friendly an influence
upon fociety, and teaches a proper conduct

for every ftation in life. Now I can diftri- -

- bute thefe books.among them as tokens of dif-
interefted benevolence, as. helps to underftand
. Chriftianity, and in the mean time to detect
the Impoftures, Superftitions and Ctuelties of
Porery. For this latter purpofe, The Protef~
tant’s Refolution is extreamly well calculated—
To this I may add, that as I have the honour
of diftributing the books, .it gives me a very
bandfome opportunity of fpeaking ferioufly,
and with particular application, to many who
might not otherwife come in my way. .
There are thoufands of Negroes in this co-
lony, who flill continue in the grofleft igno-
rance, and mof} ftupid careleflnefs about Re-
ligion, and as rank Pagans, as when they left
the wilds of 4frica. And there are not a fev;‘
. . . 0
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of thisunhappf character, even in the bounds
-of my congregation; (Which, by the by, s

.-about fixty miles in circumference). . But I
"think, Sir, my miniftry of late has been moft

fuccefsful among them. Two Sundays ago,
I had the pleafure of fecing firty of their
black faces around ‘the.T'able of the Lord,
who all make a credible profeflion of Chrif-
tianity, and fundry of them with unufual evi-
dences of fincerity., :

Laft Sunday; 1 baptized feven or eight
-Adultsy, who had been Catechumens for fome
time, Indeed, many of themfeem deter-
mined to prefs into the kingdom of God;
and, I'am perfuaded, will find an abundant
entrance, when many of the children of the
kingdom fhall be fhut out— Oxe of the Ca-
techumens baptized laft Sunday, I converfed
with the evening before ; he addreffed me to
this purpofe in broken: Englifh, . I am a poor
¢ flave, brought into a ftrange country, where
¢ I never expe& to enjoy my liberty, While
¢¢ I lived in my own country, I knew no-
¢ thing of that JEsus [ have heard you fpeak
¢ fo much about. I lived qujte carelefs what
¢ will become of me when I .die; but I now
£¢ fee fuch a life will nevefdo, and I'come
¢ to you, Sir, that you inalt tell me fome
$¢ good things, concerning-Jrvus CHRIST,
¢ and my Duty to GOD, for I am refol-
¢ ved not to live any more as I have done.”
Such a fimple addrefs is very ftriking oratory
to mé; and would my time allow, I could’
give you many fuch fpecimens. o
I - There
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There is one happy circumftance, which I’
think ve:;y remarkable, and that is, That not-
withftanding the odium Proteftant Diflenters

- lie under in this colony, where they were not .

known till very lately ; and notwithftandin
the ufual difaffeCtion which thofe bear to vit
Religion, who have none themfelyes ; yet the

Negroes in thefe parts are freely allowed to -

attend upon my miniftry, and fometimes upon
my private inftru&ions, even by fuch Ma/iers,
as have no Religion at all, or are Bigots to
the eftablithed Church. Indeed, it is the ob=
je&t of my zeal, not to make them Diflenters,
{Jut good Chriftians, and good Servants. But,
when I confider how often the moft candid
and generous endeavours are mifconftrued by
bigotry, or avowed impiety, I cannot but
wonder my attempts meet with fo litde op=

fition, and efcape fufpicion: And I cannot

t Jook upon it as a promifing Prefage.

I bave diftributed fundry of the books
among the poorer fort of white people, with
this charge, that they would not keep them
by them as a private property (except the
Bibles, for which they would have conftant
wfe in their families) but circulate them about
among fuch of their neighbours, as would fes
sioufly perufe them 3 that they might be as
extenfively ferviceable as pofible. Some of
them have fince difcovered to me, what fo-
Jemn impreflions they received in reading
them, : ‘ ~
_ IHent a few of each fort to my Friend and
Brother Mr. Wright, minifter in Cumberiand,
about_ninety miles hence; where there is 2

great
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great number of :Negroes; and not a few of
them thoughtful and inquifitive about Chrif~

tianity, and fundry of them hopeful convertsi

He has been faithful in the diftribution,. and
informs me, they meet with- a very agreeable
and promifing reception. He is very laborious
in his endeavours to inftruct the Negroes; and
has fet up two or three Schools among them,
where they attend on Surday, before and after
fermon ; for they have no other leifure time.
It affords me no fmall pleafure, .that you
have fome more Books in referve for me. I
know I have had vaftly more than my pro-"
portion- as a Member of the Society; and I
cannot have the face to folicit for farther be~

-nefaltions ; nay, it pains me to think, that -

by dire&ing the channel towards this new
world;, fome places nearer home may have
been drained, or left unwatered.. But alas!
dear Sir, when I reflet upon the almoft uni-
verfal negle€t of the many thoufands of poor
flaves in this wide extended country—That

“they generally continue Heathens in a Chriftian

country—That but few of their Maffers will
furnith them with fuch means of inftru&ion
—and that they are abfolutely incapable .of
furnifhing themfelves—When I refle€t upon
the burden of guilt under which my. country

roans, on this account—When the impref-

-frons of thefe things are frefh upon my mind,

I am quite infatiable, and can never fay, it is
enough. Alas! what are four or five hundred

~ Books among /o mapy thoufands? Indeed, I

believe there are more than a thoufand Ne-
groes that attend upon my mipiftry, at the
- . fundry

< P

AY
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fundry places where I officiate alternately; and
fundry of them, who are well difpofed, I am
obliged to fend away without a Book; for they
were all diftributed within a few days after
their arrival ; and I took care not to give one
of each fort to every particular perfon, but
ordered them to borrow and lend among
themfelves. :
. I earneftly defire to have fomething to dif-
tribute among them, that 'would at once help
them to read, and teach them the Rudiments
of Chriftianity. I have had fome thoyghts of
attempting fuch a thing myfelf, if I knew how
to difcharge the expences of the Prefs ; though
I have no peculiar qualification for it, but
this, that I might perhaps adapt myfelf better
to their modes of {peaking and.thinking, than
thofe who have had no acquaintance with
them. Dr. Watts's Setts of Catackifms. are the
beft I know extant, for the laft of thefe pur-
pofes, and therefore I beg you would fend me
a confiderable number of them. :
Thus, Sir, I have given you an account of
the UJz I have made of this generous Charity:;
and the bappy Effects that are likely to follow
from it. And I have only this Requeft to

add, that the Friends of Religion with you,’

‘would help it forward, not only in this way,

but alfo with their importunate Prayers. This .

affiftance is greatly needed, and earneftly de-
fired by their, - as well as, .
Dear SIR, .
L Yours, &
Sam. Davies.

Coe N " Extra
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Ektra& of 'a Letter from-the Rev.
Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virginia
toMr.C. Dated Feb.7, 1757.

THE Colle&ion of Books which I late}{ re-
ceived, is the moft important affiftance
to me in the difcharge of my miniftry; that
I can expect from mortals. It diffolved me
into a flood of grateful tears, and has fent me
more than once to return my thanks to Him,.
who is the Origin of all that good, of which
his creatures, in the height of their benevo-~
Yence, are but fubordinate inftruments. :
~ You, dear Sir, and the other Contributors
to this pious Charity, may indulge the gene-
rous pleafure of refleCting, that many of the
moft wretched part of mankind, at the dif-
tance of near &our thoufand miles from you,
are likely to advanced, by your means,

" from a ftate of Slavery, Barbarifm, and ex-

fednefs to everlafting Mifery, to the glorious
Liberty, the divine Rehnements, and the
everlafting Happinefs of the Sons of God.

I have not the face to folicit you for addi-
tional Charity, but, as you may, perhaps,
have fome money left in your hands, I fhall
point out two defeéls in the former collec-
tions, for the ufe of the Negroes; the one is,
that there were but few of Dr. #atts’s Cate-
¢hifms, efpecially the fecond Set ; both which
are peculiarl{ adapted to their capacities; and
fundry of them have already, in about a
montﬁ, learned the firft Set by heart, and a(;'e
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ready for the other. The other defe@ is, the
want of Spelling Bocks, for thole' who are now:
eager to learn to read, but are not as yet ca-
pable of ufing the other books. I have had
a few fent to me, but they are all gorie, and
the demand for more is every day more ur-
gent. S -
I have really confiderable hopes, that by
means of this pious Charity, the greateft
number of the Negroes, in the bounds of my
congregation and illr. Todd’s, will, in time,
acquire the Art of Reuding; an art of fo
much importance to their religious inftruc-
tion. And if a confiderable number of the
. prefent Generation were taught, they mighe
teach their Poflerity with little trouble to their
Mafters: And thus, a tafte for intelle€tual _
improvement would circulate among them;
and they would unavoidably come to 4now
fomething of Chriftianity, which is the firft
ftep towards embracing it. I derive my hopes
" of this, both from the general eagernefs that
now appears among the Negroes to learn to
read; and from the emulation to teach them,
which has been excited in their Mafters, by
the generofity and zeal of the Friends of Re-
ligion with you. Every good fcheme will
ceftainly meet with oppofition in fuch a
world as this, whére it is popular and fathio-
nable to negle& the Son of God, and his Re~

ligion. - But I have encouragement to hope, |

that the generality of my people, who are
Proprictors of four or five hundred Negroes,
- will make a confcience of teaching them to~
xead, ‘
Your

t

'
3
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Your accounts of the Progrefs of Religion,
efpecially. in the Church of England, are {o re-
viving, that I muft endeavour to retaliate you
in that article: And this will lead me to play
the Biggrapher with fome of my brethren,
without their privity: But, I dare fay, they
know'I love them fo well, that they can ven- -

. ture to truft their chara&ers in my hands.

Virginia, was for five or {ix years a melan-
choly and laborious folitude to me, feparated
from my brethren, and furrounded with ene-
mies in Church and State. During that time,
I paffed my life in a continual tremor; but
fince I have found myfelf enabled to ftand my

" ground, I begin to colle&t a little more con-

s

fidence. I divided my labours .among feven .
Congregations, fifteen or twenty miles a-part 3
whig%-:, being much too extenfive a charge for
me, Mr. Topp was prevailed upon to relieve
me from the care of four of them. Since his
fettlement, I have had a moft intimate Friend, -
and an honeft-hearted Afliftant. His charac-
teriftics are, Solidity, Sincerityy and Steadineft.
He has no Compliments, nor Affeciation in Re-
ligion, Friendfhip, or any thing whatever;
but he is all of a-piece, fincere and honeft all -
through. 1 enjoyed the time of harveft in his
congregation ; and there has been no remark-

- able revival there, fince his fettlement : But

he has gathered up fome confiderable glean-~
ings ; and his honeft heart is fet upon doing
more good. / S :

Mr. WRIGHT was appointed to fupply my

.place for half a year, while I was in England.:

And, after that, at the invitation of a few
L -C T ferious

.
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ferious people, he preached a Sermon or two

in Cumberland, a county about eighty miles
fouth weft cof Hanover. Here a furprizing
fcenc opened: The plain Preaching of the
Gofpcl did execution, and carried all before
it; and in a little time, he was fettled amonyg
them as their Minifter, and has now about

1wo hundred Communicants; and fundry more.

are under promifing impreffions. He is a plain,

pungent, convincing Preacher; and has a're-,

markable talent for ufeful converfation. I fent
him a fhare of the laft cargo of Books, aswell
as the firft; and he is as fita perfon to diftri-
bute them,- as can be fixed upon.

Mr. HENRY, who is fettled about an hun-
dred and thirty miles from hence, is one of
the moft honeft men in the world. Indeed, I
_ have hardly ever known a man, whofe heart
has been fo fteadily and zealoufly fet upon the
Salvation of fouls, for fo many years. It i§
his ruling paflion, and the labour of his life.
He has little regard to the accuracies of com-
pofition ; and he is often rallying me for the
offences I commit of that kind, which you
would think are but very few, and very par-
donable.

He informed me a few days ago, that he
hopes he has about zhir#y fpiritual children in

his congregation, where he has been fettled
~ about two vears ; and I know he is not extra-
.vagant in computations of this kind.

. There are two of my Brethren, Mefl.
CrAIGHEAD and BRowN, fettled cn the
frontiers among the Apulachian mountains:
But the congregation of the former hasbbm

- br

———
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broke-up, and he obliged to fly, by the incur-
fions and barbarities of the Indian Savages.
The latter has flood his ground as yet, tho’
in perpetual apprehenfions of danger; and,
when I faw him laft, he told me fome young
people in his congregation ‘were under very
hopeful impreflions.
Sam. Davies.

Extra& of a Letter from the Rev.
Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virgi-
nia to the Rev. Mr, F.

"Feb.7, 1757. -

I HAVE four or five congregations under m

care ; and there are five other Minifters in
the colony, as honeft-hearted, and as zealous
as you could wifh, who, though fettled at a
great diftance, no lefs than an hundred miles
from Hanover, affift in promoting the fame

common caufe — I mean the caufe of catholic -

Chriftiamty, and not of the Diflenters as a
political Faction: For, in this view, I care but
little which Party is uppermoft. I have alfo
had fuch generous affiftance from my worthy
Friends in ENGLAND, as has more than
once diflolved me into floods of joy, and the -
moft tender gratitude towards God and man.
I have reafon to hope a divine blefling -has
already attended, and will yet more abun-
dantly attend their pious Charity, among both
bond and free, white and black. -

Csa | Fét, .
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For about a year and half paft, I have

bad more fuccefs than ufual among the PooR .

NEeGRrRoEes. I have baptized in all an bundred
and Jfifty Adults, and at the laft facramental
occationr, I had the honour (for fo 1 efteem
it) of fitting down at the Table of the Lord,
with fixty of them. I have now a few more
Catechumens for baptifm under inftru&ion, but
I'am not without fears, that the progrefs of
the work has been in fome meafure declining
for about a month, or two paft. The only
ground of my apprehenfion is, that I have
not had fo many new Profelytes applying to
e for intruQion, as for fome time betore.

However, multitudes are as eager to learn as

before: Some, from a pious thirft after Chrif-

tian knowledge; fome, from curiofity; and

fome, from ambition: But, whatever be the
prefcnt principle, I hope many happy effects

_will flow from this acquifition, as it will ren~
..der them more capable of being their own
.inftru&ors, and of receiving infru&ion from
.others. ‘Their natural genius is not at all dif-

couraging, and when they fet about learning
({ing what Progrefs

«r affiftance. : : .
I have an inftance of this among my domef-

-tics : 1 have made it a point of Confcience to

teach fuch of them to read, who feemed to

, me capable of learning. The perfon I have
~.in view, was above forty years old, when he
entered into my fervice ; a very flupid, lub-
" berly fellbow in appearance, and but very im-
perfectly acquainted with qur language. 1

: ‘ therefore
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therefere defpaired of his ever. being capable
*  of being taught to read, and refolved to in-
ftru&t him in the principles of Chriftianity in
the beft manner I could without it. But, he,
unexcited by me, fome how learned the let-
5 ters, and began to fpell, and before I fo much
t  as fufpe@ed it, he was almoft prepared to
read. Upon this, Iencouraged him, and fur-
nithed him with Books, and now he can read
v . Englifb almoft as intelligibly, as he can fpeak
7 -it. He can give but a very broken account
of his Religion in ##erds, but whenI look to
t - his Life, there I can fee the CHRIsTIAN. He
is a faithful fervant, and generally inoffenfive
t  toall. He has been fometimes overheard in
- fecret Prayer, perhaps for half an hour, or’
. more, when it has been paft midnight, and
he fuppofed the reft of the family were in
their beds. ) - 4

I hope, if the prefent Generation were taught
to read, they would themfelves take care te
teach their Ghildren without any expence or

» trouble to their Mafters, -and therefore I have
-been ufing my endeavours with the owners to
affift them. A Sermon on. this head] have
fent to our common Friend Mr: C .
which, I hope, he may be able to get Printed
by Subfcription, that it may be diffributed
gratis in VIRGINIA, among thofe who moit
need it, and are ‘meft unwilling to parchafe
fuch things. . -

I hope the generality of thofe whom I have
baptized, bebave in charadier, though fome of
them, unpolifbed as they are, bave had art
enough to impof¢ upon my charity, It is
‘ C3 really
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really the hardeft tafk I have to perform, tov

deal with them in a proper manner. Jam
-afraid of difcouraging them, as well as ating

“contrary te the Apoftolical Pattern, by impo- -

fing high terms of admiffion to baptifm; and
Tam cautious on the other hand of fwelling
-the number of Profelytes with only nominal
Chriftians, if I thould reduce the terms of
initiation into it, very low. _
Ifind it the hardeft thing in the world at
once to convince their judgments, and make
-their minds properly fenfible of the Reafon-
-ablenefs, the Glory, and the Neceflity of a

- Mediaterial Religion; or, in other words, of .

the Chrifiian Scheme of Salvation b{ JEsus
CHrist. They have generally very high no-
tions of the neceflity and efficacy of Baptifm.
- <Indeed, it feems to be their common opinion,
when they firft become a little thoughtful,
:and uneafy in'a ftate of Heathenifm, that if
they were but baptized, they thould become
Chriftians inftantaneoufly ; and it is hard to
convince them of the neceffity of proper pré-
paratory qualifications for it. Co

Many of them only feem to defire to be,

they know not what: They feel themfelves

uneafy in their prefent condition, and there=
fore defire & change. Others, I fear, would
be baptized in compliance with the Fafbion,
and that they mlc{ be upon an Equality with
their Mafters: Many fuch converfe with me;
whom | am obliged to exclude from-that Or-
dinance. In general, 1 make their temper
and condud@, rather than their fpeculative no-
tions, the ftandard of my judgment congcern-
SR L ing
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ing them; and when I can difcover the Feel-
ing, and Pra&tice of a Chriffran, I hink them
proper members of a Chriftian Church, . al-
though they fhould be very ignorant of many

‘of its important doétrines.

There is, however, a number of them,
who, I have not the leaft reafon to doubt,
are the genuine Children of Abrabam by faith ;
and fome of them feem to have made a greater

‘progrefs in experimental Religion, than many

fincere Chriftians of a fairer colour. Some of
them are, indeed, aftonithing monunients of
divine Grace. There are ten of them in one
quarter ({o we call the little houfes where the
Negroes dwell) who, I have -reafon to hope,
are all, or at leaft, nine in ten, fincerely and
zealoufly engaged in the doétrines and duties
of our holy Religion. - This, indeed, is an

"inftance, which, I am afraid, can hardly be

paralelled, among either white or black, in
thefe Parts. But there are other inftances very
remarkable, though not fo furprizing——

SaMUEL Davies,

Extra& of a Letter from the Rev.-
" Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virginia

toMr.B.F. Feb.7,1757.

I Have allowed my Friend Mr. #right a
Part of the Books I-have at fundry times
received, to be diftributed in his congrega-
tion, where there are unicommon appearances .
of the progrefs ‘of Religion: Sometimelago

. re-

A N
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I received a Letter from him with the- follow-
ing Paragraph, intended to be communicated
to the Society.

¢ I take this opportunity to exprefs my
gratitude for the Books you fent me at
fundry times this Spring, before I bad any
claim as a Member of the SociETY to
which I now have the. honour to belong,
And I defire to adore God for raifing up
fuch a fpirit of difinterefted and pious ge-
nerofity in fo man{ in Great Britain, as
to ‘contrive fo noble a fcheme for promo-
ting religious Knowkdge among thofe who
were like to be deftroyed for lack of know-
ledge.”

¢ You may.inform them that my infant’

congregation, in thefe uttermoft parts of
the earth, is like to receive an everlafting
advantage by their pious Charity. I have
had no opportunity of difcovering the fuc-
cefs of the books, except in two inftances,
The firf, is a woman, fingularly inquifi-
tive; who, upen reading The Compaffionate
Addrefs, told me, fhe had got fo much ad-

¢ vantage by it, that the would give ten

Piftoles for it, rather than part with it?
The other is a boy, who had juft finifhed
his fervitude : . He could hardly read a word,
and was not able to buy a book, but hear-
ing that I had books to -diftribute gratis,
he. applied to me for fome, and the books
I gave him, with the ferious advices that
attended them, were fo far blefied to htihm,

: , & thas
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¢ that he is now under promifing ferious im-

“ preflions.”

<t In fhort, Sir, I cannot exprefs the plea-
¢ fing expeQations I have that God will do
¢« great things in.thefe remote parts by the
 diffufive Benevolence of the Society, and
¢ other good Chriftians. Pray convey this
“ account to the Society, and you will lay
 an additional obligation, upon .

Cumberland County, Yours, &, .

 Sept. 751756 Fobn Wright.

I have alfo intrufted my favourite friend -
and next neighbour, Mr. Z0dd, with the dif-
tribution of a number in his congregation.
And he tells me, that The Comp:;ﬁna;g Ad-
drefs was likely to be ‘of great fervice in a
particular neighbourhood. o

I will add one inftance more in the bounds
of my congregation, and that is, a Gentle-
man who accidentally met with the fame ¢x-
cellent Addrefs ; and when he caft his eye into
it, it fo engaged his attention, that he could
not put it out of his hands, until he had read °
it through ; and he told one of my Friends,
that it gave him the mof# folemn and affecting
thoughts of eternal things, that ever he had
in his life. May his goodnefs not be as the
morning cloud ! Tbat little Book, Dodderidge’s
Rife and Progrz‘s, and Baxter’s Call, are, 1
think, the moft popular and ufeful Books
among the white People in Virginia

-SaMUEL Davies.

Copy
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Copy of a Leiter from the Rev.
 Mr. Todd at Hanover in Virginia
to Mr.C. Feb. 3, 1757.

Dear SIR,

AFBW Weeks ago I received 2 Box or
Books fent to mé by you, and other
good Friends to the immortal interefts of the
Negroes and Peor in this diftant Part of the
world. :
I was very much fruck, upon firft recei-
ving the Books, with a fenfe of the marvel-
lous Goodnefs of God, in putting it into the
hearts of his people, to prefent fo large and
bounteous a €harity, fo unexpedtedly ; where
it is fo much wanted, and of that kind which
was moft needful in thefe parts, and beft cal-
“culated to anfwer the pious and charitable in-
‘tentions of the Donors. , :
" I have often returned Thanks to the God
‘of all Goodnefs for the favour, and feel my-
felf under greater obligations to improve this,
with the other favours received from him, to
the honour of his Name and the good of my
fellow creatures. Nothing could have more
feafonably anfwered my wifhes for the good
of the Poor within the fphere of my la-
bours, both Negroes and white People, than-
“this. » .
" Many among the white People are ami-
.zingly ignorant,. and many are very poor,
and fome very defirous of improvementt}i‘n
. ' e

~



Rev. Mr. DaviIEs, Cs?c: 35

the knowledge of God and Religion.© The
- Negroes are generally defirous of knowledge,
amf have often applied to me for Books, as
. they had noné, and had no way to get any.
I furnifthed' them as well as I could, but nei-
ther to their fatisfation, of my own, and
their want ftill increafes, as their fenfe of Re-
ligion increafes. Now this will be a very’
, great relief to them, and me, and I have
. great hopes a remarkable Blefling will at-
. tend it, ’ ,
. From the little experiments I have already
" made, I know they will very thankfully re-
; ceive the books, and many will carefully im-
, prove them. Thad a few of the books fent
. to Virginia to my favourite Brother Mr. Da-
. wies, from that Society, which I believe, and
. am perfuaded, God has raifed up for the.moft
. important purpofes: And as they were calcu-
. lated to do much good, fo my People, both
white and black, were fo taken with them,
that they appointed, with my approbation, to
meet on the Lorp’s DAY in private focies

ties, to read, and pray, and fing Praifes.
This is the more neceffary, as the three
Places where I ftatedly preach, are fo far dif-
tant from each other, that it is impoffible for
them to hear me at all of them, being four-
teen or twenty miles diftant from each other
at the leaft ; fo that the Sabbath which ufed
to be fpent in idle vifits, or meetings for di-
verfion, or fervile bufinefs (which has been -
very common among the Slaves) is now fpent
in focieties for religious Wor/bip, when they
cannot attend upon the Preaching of the
. ‘Word,
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 Word, and shfs Buoks wil greaty promote
od. "

this work by the bleffing of

 About two bundred, or more, attend my
miniftry in good weather, at each of my pla-
ces, to whom I often lower my ftyle in my
Sermons, and addrefs them in a plain and pa-
thetic manner: I fometimes give previous no-
tice, that I intend to preach particularly to
them ; then vaft crouds attend with remark-
able ferioufnefs, and fhew themfelves very
thankful for fuch a favour, and fome are
deeply imprefled with divine things. At fuch
Sermons, the bulk of my white hearers are
generally much affe&ted, and manifeft great
Fatisfa&lon; which, by the way, is an addi-

tional convition to me, that the mioft plain, .

pathetic, and folemn difcourfes, warmly ad-
drefled .to the Confcience, are moft likely to
fave perithing finners of all colours. '

" Iintend to preach a Sermon to the Negraes,

“and let them know the great obligations they.

are under to God for his goodnefs, in making

this additional Provifion for them, and the im-

_portance, of making a right improvement of

this Donation, and 1 thall examine them as to
the knowledge they gain hereby, and am not
‘without hopes, that many will improve in
‘the knowledge of God and true Religion by
‘thefe b}lps. I have had the pleafure of hearing
them fing the Praifes of God, and praying
together, when others -have been in their
‘beds ; and now they will have a variety of
‘good helps, I hope the work will go on with
greater advantage. ~ :

: I acknow-

AN
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3 | acknowled%o; myfelf, and do in the name
of your poor Beneficiaries acknowledge the
eat obligations we are under to our London
riends. ?believc a Charity was never better
beftowed, and doubt not but that thefe Poor
will put up many earneft Prayers for their
good Frieads beyond the great waters,
o ‘ Iam, &
' Joun Topp.

Copy of a Letter from the Rev.
 Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virgi-
. wato J.F. Feb. 13, 1757.
. Dear SIR, o

N my Letters to my other correfpondents
I Whoya‘re Membe:y of the Societyp’?ntbere

are fo many paragraphs relating to the recep-
tion and dxyﬁribntion of the l:)%ks I latelyc:g-

ceived, that I need not enlarge in my account -
toyouw. L
: g:u.ch liberal Affiflance to me in the difcharge

of my office, efpecially that branch of it
‘which relates to the Negrees, could not fail
of affeting me with the moft ardent ‘grati-
tude to God and man. And my pleafure has
‘been much increafed by the promifing appear-
ances of its-Skccefs among multitudes.
" Every new benefalion of Books fets hune
dreds upon attempting to read with frefh ea-

. cadipmnns
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firlt application 't6 me,” Many,come to e,
who have not yet learned, but tcll me, they
are eager to make trial, and want books for
that purpofe: Among thefe I.have divided the
Spelling Books, which were fent to me from
" fome private hands, and I bid them come to
me when they have learned them, and let me
fee they can read, and ther I fhall furnifh
them with other books.

* This method I take, to prevent the abufe
of the Books, which they are not capable of
ufing at prefent; for belides thofe who en-
deavour to learn, from a defire of Chriftian
knowledge, there are others who are excited
to it by ambition,. and natural curiefity ;- and,
as thefe are not, I am afraid, under the in-

fluence of a confcientious Principle, I.do not’

think it proper to truft them.too far, but
oblige them to be honeft, by keeping them
under my eye. Some of thefe, who have
had Spelling Books but about fix weeks, have
already come to me, and read pretty well;
and onc or two of them have repeated M atts's
i1/ Set of Catechifms with great eafe. =

" This Charity feems alfo to have a very good

effe upon the Mafiers: They juftly infer,
that if it be the concern. of Strangers, at the
- “diftance of near four thoufand miles, to pro-
pagate Chriftianity among their domeflics, it
is much more their swn, who enjoy the fruit
of their "painful fervice, and to whofe care
“they are immediately intrufted. . Sundry of
“my People are at the expence of fending their
“young Negroes to fchool, and others take.pains
.8 teach them dt heme; or, baving taught

G e
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ome of them,  they make him a teacher to

thereff, - .

- -1 have fent 2 mumber of the Books to my
worthy Brethren Mell. #7ight and Henry, to
be diftributed in their congregations; and I

~ know they will difcharge the truft with the

utmoftt chearfulnefs and fidelity. In'my Let-
ter to-your Brother, you will find' fome ac-
tourt -of the ufe M. #right has made of a

former Parcel.  And fince I fent him fome of

the Jz/?, he writes to me —¢ Yefterday about

~ ¢ twenty Negroes came to my lodgings for .

¢« Books; and after public and private ad-
«¢ drefles to them, 1 made’ a diftribution of
- moft of the parcel you wete fo‘godd as to
¢ fend me. - The contributions of ‘our-dear
¢¢ Friends in South Biitain feem to raife a
¢¢ very promifing :difpofition in many of the

+ €6 Negroes.”

I alfo fent Mr. Richardfon a large fhare of
the laft: cargo, to.diftribute in his néighbour=
hopd, - where white and black havé but Yery

orry means of inftru&ion., He has an wunu-
fual degree of zeal for the converfion of the
Negroes, although in a private ftation; .and
when he has finithed his ftudies, I hope he
will be a fuccefsful miffionary among the /<
dign Savages, towards ‘whom his heart is fet, -
T am in great hopes; that this’little harvef?
amofig the ziyrimm,‘ is but a Prefage of one

manre’ extenfive dmnno the' Indian Natisiec of
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feven thoufand fouls; and the latter of about
a thoufand. " I give this hint to the Society.
meerly, for the fake of the pleafure, which, I
know, fuch intelligence will afford them. -

I doubt not, dear Sir, but you will continue
your zealous efforts in this Apoflolic fervice;
and, I am in hopes, 4 divine blefling will at~
tend it.  Spelling Books, and Watts’s twe Setts
of C'ambi/;u, are now moft wanted among
the Negroes. ,

I muft requeft you, Sir, to return my moft
affeionate acknowledgments, with thofe of
their poor grateful Beneficiaries, to all thofe

generous perfons, who, as Members of the Sa-.

ciety, or in a private Charaéler, have conttie
buted towards this important Charity,
oo -Jam, &,

Sam. Davirs. ©

Extra&t of a Letter from the Rev:

' -Mr. Davies to the Rev. Mr. G-

- March 17, 1757.

I RearrLy hope the valuable colle@ion -of
. Books I have received from my Britih
Friends, are likely to be blefled for faving
wiany fouls from-death, in thefe ends of the
carth; and fuch an afliftance to me in the
difcharge of my miniftry _
black, has frequently di%olved my heart into
- a flood of gratitude towards God and man. .
It feems to me, my dear Brother, that the
good People in Lenden are determined to make
Ry one

‘among white and

[= A
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Rev. Mr. Davies, 8¢ g1
one bold puth in the caufe of CHrIsT, whxch
has beea declining for fo many years. b‘{

fpare no expence of money or labour;
efteem doing good; though at the diftance of

four thoufand miles, an the loweft
parts of human nature, as a fe f-rewardin
duty. - "By their means, I-hope a numiber of
poor African Slaves will be’ made the Lord’s
free men; and a number of Indian Savages,
in time, will be divinely polifhed into meek
difciples of the hamﬂe(s Lamb of Gop.
Blefled ‘be the Origin -of all good! his cress
tures, in the hetght of their benevolence, are
but his inftraments, -~

.Oh my dear Bmther! could we fpend and
be fpent, a‘ll our lives, in painful; difintereft
ed, indefatigable fervices. for God and the

world, howfqmeandbn t would it render

the fwift ap goach&gm of life. I amlay
bouring to e to fave my Country,
3& is of auch mere confequence to-
(ave Sols—thofe precious, immortal things,
Souls! froms D from that tremendous
kind of death, which a Sesd can die. I have
but little fyccefs of late; but, bleffed be God, -

it {"ﬁ‘;f' atye&anons, and, much more-

Yy Mr. Hmy and i'z. righy ﬁﬁw
better putpofe.; Thq
profpers i
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Extra& of a Letter from a Gentle-

" man in Town to his Fnend in
the Country,

‘Contammg fome! beervatxons on. the
forcgomg Ln TT ER S

' GIVE me Ieavh, Srr, to make oﬁe Ob-
/ fervation before I fend this Jong: Letter,
which is, that though by Mr. Divies’s Ac
rount, his fuecefs- has, for-fome weeks before
he wrote, feemed to decline,! ahd fome of his
Negroes have ' difappointed "his ‘expeations,
yet Providence has abundantly’made up this
complaint (which I hope -willniot Taft long)
‘by the acceffion of others, who'dre with fuc-
cefs building on the foundatlon e hay had the
honout to Tay. -~ -

s In-theithird” Létm‘ i the Krﬂ? Accdunt‘we
Have ‘ever. hud éf -thefe> Hiew: laboureré in ogt
great “Maftef’s vfﬂtyard“ and- i T am* not
wredtly miftaken in iy caleslation; what they
have already done, preatly exceeds 4l the Ac-

courts' we' eveié had before, whilft -the work |

- ‘was ‘confined within his’ own dlocefs » MY,
#vight - has ‘two hundred added té his- cliurch
fincé Ne icame ‘among them, anid thbuph heis
not very exprefs, -what ‘niniber of ‘thefe’ were
Negroes, the difference with me is not great;
> for, whatever jo joy the acceffion of thefe un-

happy flaves wxl{ always give. me, I do not
doat fo much on their colour, as to be inat-

‘tuﬁvo to, or unthankful for the Progrefs ﬂ?f

LIS S R
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the Golpel aong the Natives of Virginia;
2 [.am afraid- the greateﬁ part of thém were
almoft as. ignorant, and quite as vicious, as the
worlt of thofe Africans.
‘Mr. T2dd has conftantly fix hundred Ne-
g})cs attending the three “places of public
orfhip where he preachies, with remarkable
Serigufnefs 3 and fome are deeply impreffed with
dwmé/ tlﬁngs. Mz, Henr ,?;aho,;,l 't{mk is
one of the laft who has fettled in Vzrgmza,
has had the honour of begetting thirty fpiri-

* tual Children ; in which calculation, Mr. Da-

B BT

vies Tays, he is by no means extravagant.
What colour thefe are of I'do not know, but
in Chrift Fefus they are all one.”.
- The two worthy-Minifters who. have cars
ried their, labours amorig the Apulachian moun-
tains, the wildeft and moft barbarous part of
America, are not- without feals to their mi-
niftry even there. Thus, my dear Sir, when
God gives the Word, great will be the num-
ber of thofe that publith it; and as.he never
fends any, where he has: not fome work for
;bem to go, and fome Pgople to:be -gathered
in; I bave good reafon to hope that multi-
tudes will be. added, by their means, to- the
Church, of fuchas {hall be faved.

My time will -not- permit me to .add any

‘more, except, what I hope: you will pardert

me for.oblerving, as L am: fure .it: is-a reflec:
tion you ftand in'no need of ; viz. that thofe
funnlies which were fuﬂicnent for Mr. Daviec.
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of fo many new labourers. God has provided
moie Teachers, and opened more mouths #e
rveceive divine Nourifoment, and it would be

~ pity that any of them fhould perifh, for want
of ‘it. The divine Providence has enlarged the
vineyard, and it is our duty to take care it i3
properly planted. . He hath ftrengthned their |
hands, and inclined their hearts to the work,
and ihall we.weaken them by denying tools to
work with? . o

. They will meet with difcouragement

- enough, when we have exerted our utmoft to
fupport them. I am afraid, they often preach
in hunger, and nakednefs, and fome of them
in danger of their lives. They make no com-
plaints of thefe, they atk no augmentation of
their falaries, and fhall we refufe them thé
only thing they petition for; the means of
diffufing the fruits of their perforal labours,
where they frequently cannet go themfelves,
by fpreadiné,xhe labours of others, efpecially
the facred Oracles of Truth, among fuch-as -
have no means to procure them., - -

I acknowiledge with thankfulnefs, my friends
have done generoufly, perhaps fome -of them
even beyond their ability ; but permit me fiill
to hope, that cither they will not be weary of
well-doing, or. Providence will raife up-

o cary on the moft ufeful Charity that was

ever &t on foot in thefe kingdor o
: - IEEGY -
ORI NaIS
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