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GLASGOW, O&r 29 1756

BEmg vapphcd 0 by fome herc who -
" are defirous to reprint the folow- .
_ng fermons, provided a recommenda-
~tion bé prefixed by any of the minifters ..
-of 'this gity ; we cannot bur heartily ap-
prove of the defign, not only becaufe -
the difcourfes are fo good in themfelves,
and are. A word [poken in dae Yeafon to
a-people-with whom the inhabitants of
this place have many connexipas; but
becau they: contain feveral paflages -
~ which, with a little variation, are appli-
cable ta ourfelves .at home; dand afford
matter of ferious reflexion, and earneft -
prayer, to.all who are concerned for -
the interefts of their conntry, dnd of the -
kingdotn of the Redeemer. May Gop'
ac;qmgmy tht;m with. his Bleffing, -
b FOHN HAMU:::ON

]OIIN GILLIES
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PREFACE

TH E fbllo‘wmg ds ﬁ'omﬁ: are a humed at-
tempt to_faue a [inking land. The quthor
wds on a long journey, ‘when he received the con-
firmation of the melancholy news from rheOhlo }
and he had but two days to prepare for the pu[ptf
‘after his return.. And as it was judged proper
by many immediately to publifh tl e fermons, hé
bad no time to revife ahd tranfcribe them for the
prefy o For the country now bein } Ak a'very un*
certain and fuclusting flare, a &ifcourfe adapted
b0 its prefent fituation, may be improper a few ’
_ Months, oF even a feirweeks hence:"To [pend timé
about embel/lﬂ)mmt, 4t fuch a juh&ﬁf‘e, ’umuld

be egregious triffing.. - ¢ < ¢

he account of the drought, I know to be truegy.

and thoufands will be ﬁnﬁ%lc that it is not aggm-
vated. “The account of the fatal altion at the
Ohio, #s founded upon the beft intelligences I
could get ; and if there be a few circumflantial
mifdakes, the fubflance is undoubtedly true.

As many of our countrymen are flupidly infen-
[ible of their danger, and cannot exert themfelves
Jor their own defence, until ll)ey are alarmed ;
and as' but few feem difpofed to view the prq/‘ent
pofture of affairs in a religious light ; the autbor
bad :mpatzently looked for Jomething of this kind

Jrom
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iv. The PREFACE.

Jrom fome more maflerly and leifurely hand. But
being difappointed, and furrounded with impor.
tunitics from various quarters, he thought him-
[Elf obliged ta undertake it, tho’ under peculiar
difadvantages. . S o

If it may but contribute to the fafety of his

country, and io the reformation of kis fellow-
Jubjeclts, his end in this attempt, as well gs his
) deﬁres and prayers, will be anfwered.

.. Hanover, Auguft 4, 1755.

" P.S. Feb. 14,1756, 'The following difcourfes
‘were fent to the prefs a few days after the news
of the defeat at Mongngahala. But the prefs be«
ing neceffarily employed dbout other things, and
other unforefeen obftrultions happening in the
Printer’s way, the publication was unavoidably de-
layed. But it is hoped, it is not now impertinent -
nor unfeafonable ; as no.very confiderable altera-
tion has happened in our public affairs, except
the victory .obrained by the brave Sir Williams
~ Jobnfon at Lake-George; which was a great en.
Couragement to us, tho’ not a decifive firoke,

TWo
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T WO |
DISCOURSES, &

The MORNING SERMON.

.Awmosiii, 1—6. Hear this word that the Lord hath
JfPoken againft you, O children of lirael,-againft
the whole family which I brought up from the
lgnd of Egypt, faying, You only have I known of
all the families of the carth; therefore I will
punifb you for all your iniquities. Can twowalk
together, except they be agreed? Will a lion roar
in the forefl, when bhe hath no prey? . Will a
young lion cry out of his den, if he have taken
nothing ? Can a bird fall in a fnare upon the
earth, where no gin is for him ? Shall one take
up a fnare fromthe earth,and have taken nothing
atall ? Skall @ trumpet be blown in the city, and
the people not-be afraid ? Shall there be evil in
a city, and the Lord hath not dane it ?

F my late journey deprived me of leifure to make
proper preparations for your entertainment
to-day; 1 muft own, it has helped me not a

little, in' furnithing me with materials adapted to

this melancholy feafion. 1 have feen the ftaff of

life juft broken in motft places; in a tour of about

an hundred miles®. The fields which were wont

to look green and flourifhing with our ftaple com-’

modityt, on which eur trade fo entirely depends,
. . I

® Thro’ the Gountici of Hanover, Goochland, Albemarle, dec.
4 Tobacco. :
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I have feen prepared with labour and pain, but

~ unplanted, or the plants parched and ‘fadieg. I

-

have feen the fields, that in formet feafops promif-
ed abundant fupport for man and beaft, and were
rich in ftately, blooming corn, now withering,
and hardly prorifing a few faplefs leaves for our

- cattle, and a few huiky ears for ourfelves. I have

feen the planter, that was once furreunded
with affluence, pointing to his empty withering
fields, and ready to {mite upon his breaft, and fay,
“ Alafs! what fhall I do for corn to fupport my
“ family next year? I will juft-now fell fome of
“ my flaves, or any thing in my poffeffion, and
‘¢ that at an under-rate, to purchafe a fure fupply,
“ if I knew where to get it.”” This fcarcity is the

*more threatning, as Pennfylvania, the granary of

America, has alfo fuffered feverely by the drought.
And as the dumerous Britifh iflands in the #We/2-
Indies depend upon that province for a fupply of
wheat,-and upon us for corn; they will alfo have
a deep fhare with the colonies on the continent in
the effefts of this unfruitful feafon. Indeed there
are but few paris of his majefty’s-dominions, but
will be fenfibly affefted by it, more or lefs. It
feems to be a wide-extended circulating diftrefs ;
and we fhould feel it as fuch. ~ L
There is alfo a general complaint of the ftagna-
tion of trade, the fcarcity of money, the weight
of the various taxes, the high price of goods, and
the low price of your ftaple commodities: And
fome poor families are already in the very jaws
of famine, and the children crying for bread, and
there is juft none for them. What oppreflive,
eomplicated calamities are thele 2 Your own cir-
,eumftances will teach you fympathy in this cafe ;
ot if any of you are fo happy as to be free from
fome of them,’ you  have” your fhare in étl:‘;rs of
L et g, themg
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them ; and this muft affe@ you with concerh for
yourfelves, and compaffion for others, on whom
the whole burden may fall with greater oppreffion.

‘Were thefe calamities fingle and glone, we could
not but feel and lament each of them. Butwhen
they are complicatedand united, they are heavy in- .
deed ; and this is the melancholy cafe of moft parts
of this colony.—But Oh V IRGIN 14! Oh my
country ! even this complication of afflitions is
not all thy burden. Befides all this, we ¢ hear the -
¢ found of the trumpet, and fee garments rolled
¢ in blood.”  We have received the melancholy
- confirmation of the news we were {o unwilling to
believc, concerning the fate of a great part of our
army. Our brave general is no more; near fifty .
of our beft officers, and near fix hundred of out
‘men are killed or wounded ; an army of one thou-
- fand three hundred men réuted; and all this, ".
- (Oh indignant mortification !) all this by four or

five hundred undifciplined, cowardly, infidious

favages. Who can fo much as in thought, take a
furvey of the bloody field, without all the tender’
and mournful paffions working within him ? “ How
¢ aré the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war
¥ perithed ! Ye banks of Manongahala, upon you
¢ let there be no dew, neither let there be rain
¢ upon you, nor fields of offerings: For there
¢ the thield of the mighty is vilely caft away *.’
See there the mighty dead rolling in their own
blood ! fome of theni fcalped by mercilefs Indians,
left without the hortours of burial in a howling
wildernefs, to be devoured by the fowls of hea-
ven, and beafts of prey ! See the wounded writh-
ing with pain, furrounded with all the terrors of
eath, and groaning out their life, in amazement
and confternation; many ‘dying of wounds not -
' - mor-

. ® 2Sam,i. 11, 27, ‘
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. murdered father, a wife, or a child. Some of

L 8]
mortal, if proper care could have been taken ¢
them ! while the remnanc that elcape, fhift fo
themfelves, and fiy in the wildeft horror, thro’.
barren wildernets, without. the fupports of life
‘Who can realize fuch a feene, without fharing it
the fufferings of thefe unhappy men’; efpecially
if we confider, they fuffer for our fuke, i.. e. foi
our ‘defence ; and whether we may not alfo add
they fuffer for oyr fins, we fhall enquire prefently
To compleat our lofs, our fine artillery, baggage,
horfes, wheel-carriages, are deftroyed, or fallen
_dnto the hands of our enemies, to {lrengthen and
eprich them, _and to weaken and impoverifth us.
The New-England men indeed are puthing their
conquefts wherever they turn, under the fmiles of
_heaven, to which they look, ,and in which they
truft ; and this we (hould acknowledge with grati-
tude, as a fingular bleffing, and greatly tending to
the advantage of the Brifi/b celouies in general;
but in another view, methinks it pakes us. more
* fenfible of our peculiar misfortunes.and mortifi
cation'in this colony } as'tho’ we were fingled out
to defltrulipn, and nathing coyld profper in which
we are congerned, And perhaps the routing of the
French in their northern fettleménts may caufe

~ them to over-run this colony, in order to make

reprifals, and fet them on fighting from a ftrogger
‘principle than ambition, viz. a care to providea
place for themfelves to go to.

i

‘But even this is not.all. I have the melancholy
news to communicate tp you, that fugdry families

~ in oug frontier countiés have been. murdered by the
barbayaus Indians. - They were afleep in their beds
of reft, without dreaming of danger; and the
firlt thing that awakened them was the deadly
blow of the bloody ax, or the dying fhrieks of a

them
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them were carried captive, and afterwards found
in the woods, mangled and half-rotten, with all
the marks of barbarity and leifurely torture upon
them ; fcalped or beheaded ; * thetr women ripp’
“ ap, and left in a pofture too monftrous to be
* expréfled, and even their Blood drank *.” 1al-
fo convetfed with an exprefs from Aaguﬂa, two
or three days ago, who told me, that a grest
number of péor families, that were juft beginniny
the world in the wildernefs, and had made flou-
rithing plantations theré, were driven from théir
houfes by the terror of thefe Barbarians, and had
Aed for fafety, in the wildeft confternation, dvet
a long and tedious trat of rocks and mountains,
near two hundred miles, into'thé more thickly
inhabited parts of the country. - Thete'they now
are, men, women and children, with6ut any

covertig but the ‘inclement fky, expofed to the
dews of the night,‘and the feorching heat of the
day, without bread; except what the charity 6f
others affords them: For -they were obliged t
léave’ their ‘plentiful harvefts behind them un-
reapéd ; and they could carry with them but litele
of theit houthold furniture, their flock, or any
of their poffe@ons: They were glad they could
“get their own lives for a prey.” As for thofé
families that live-in the populous.parts of that -
county, they are obliged to" gatifer together i into
forts, where the women and children tontinue in .
crowds night and day ;. and the meh by day ven-
ture out, though. in conftant’ fear of their lives;
1o look after their farms, #nd make a lirtle pro-
vifion: for their fubfiftencé; and as the droy; ht
there is very fevere, it. muﬁ be a feanty pro
B

ln°

4 Thefe are the wouh of a letter from.a gentlemm in Aws
g:{ta county, who was a \ﬂmefa of thefe fcenss of nnnatunl
roAritye -
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indeed. In thefe forts, which are very numerous
~in various parts, they now meet to worlthip'God :

,And they dare not go up to the fantuary, with-
out carrying their arms along with them ; and
they are always i trembling expeftation to be
Afurprized.by the enemy. o
. Our happy fituation, about the center of  the
- colony, has kept us hitherto, in peace and fafety.
But it may not be always fo with us: The in-
‘roads of the enemy may reach even. to us. - Or,
if we fhould be difturbed only by diftant alarms;
_yet thefe unhappy creatures are proper objeéts, of
our compaflion, and of our interceffion before
God. They are our Brethren, fellow-chriftians,
‘and members of the fame Body politic with us’:
"And it is in the body politic,'as in the natural
body ; when onc member fuffers, a// the members
fuffer with'it. . To all this I may add, thé poor
ftate 'of our militia, which has. hitherto been a
-mere farce,—The fcarcity of arms and ammu.

-, _nition in the country.—The ftupid careleflnefs,

or fneaking cowardice, of not a few of our in-
habitants,~—and the danger of infurreftion and
“maffacre from fome of our own gloomy dome-
ftics. And thefe are very alarming circamftances,
that -may juftly excite our fears; though they are
not defperate ; nor thould they caufe us to -de-
- ' fpond, and give up ourfelves for loft.
. I know T thould mingle a great deal of chear-
ful light with thefe gloomy fbades, to form an
. exa& picture of the prefent ftate of our country.
‘Notwithftanding all thefe calamities, we ftill en-
joy a rich variety of bleflings. Though God is
rifen up to punith us, yet he does not punifh us
as our iniquities deferve; nor firip us of every
‘comfort. As yet, we enjoy food and raiment;
and the fcarcity of one part of the country, is
oo S * ' ren-
. .. .
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rendered more tolerable by the profpet of pienty
in other parts, which Have been refrethed with
rain from heavén: And even this threatning and
melancholy year, ma¥ yet compare with the moft
fruitful and happy years of fome populous coun-
tries on eur globe. Our Northern forces have
more than made reprifals for our lofs; and the.
fuccefs of our fleet, under admiral Boféawen, has
given a confiderable blow to-the power of France
by fea. Our inhabitapts are numerous, and fome
of them refolute, and capable of making a good

defence; and a confiderable part of our ferces

have furvived the fatal ninth of Fuly, in which
fo many of them were {laughtered. Thefe and
fundry other things have an encouraging appear-
ance ; and we cannot overlook them without ine
gratitude, and exceflive’ defpondence. ‘But not.
withftanding thefe favourable circumftances, and
notwithftanding fuch future turns of providence .
as may make for us, it is beyond all doubt, this-
will be the ‘mof? melancholy and calamitous year
that Virginia has ever feen; and he is a ftupid
cteature indeed, that can flatter himfelf with bet-
ter hopes. To fuch, if there be fuch among you,
I may addrefs the words of Feremiah*, * They
¢ have belied the Lord, and faid, It is not he,
¢ neither fhall evil come upon us, neither fhall
¢ we fee fword or famifie.”” And over fuch Imay .
take up the complaint of the prephet Jfaiaht,
Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not -
J¢e, nor labour to éfcape the falling blow : bat .
they fhall fee, to their coft, and be afbamed of
their foolith prefumption.’ But I hope you are -
generally alarmed, and would willingly improve
fuch aflictive difpenfations to the beft purpofes ;
: - B ; ' to

® Jeremiab vz 4 Ifa. xxvie i
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to which I hope to lead you in the. expofition of
the words I have read to you. . °
- Itwould certainly be an inftapce of the greateft
ftupidity, ‘to groan under thefe calamities, with-
out carrying our enquiries fo far as,~——Who is
the proper otiginal author of them ?—— What is
the reafon that God hath withheld fo many of .
* his ufual bleflings from us, and affli¢ted us with
* fo many diftreffes ; .and that notwithftanding our
“paft deliverances, and the many privileges. with
which he has been pleafed fo diftinguith us >—
How long fhall thefe judgments be continued?
and what is the readieft way to efcape -them ?
Thefe are very proper enquiries-in the prefent fi-
tuation bf our country ; and ta each of thefe
my-text will furnith us with an anfwer; as [
fhall thew you, when I have hinted a word or
two concerning the original accafion of this pro-
phecy. a o oy .
The prophet #mos was fent to the Nfraclites,
towards the latter end of their kingdom, to warn
them of the fore judgments of famine, war, and
" captivity, which were juft coming upon them,
for their long courfe of finning from generation
to generation. It'was to thefe Jf#aclites that the,
words of my text were primarily direfted ; and
they are equally fuitable to us in-our préfent cir-
cumftances,: which are fo like tq theirs,
' Let us now enquire, - ' _
1. Who is the proper original author or inflitor
-of the calamities under which our country groans?
“Is our country undet no influence or power, but
' .what is vifible ? Are all our affairs-under the ma-
. -nagement of Chamce or Fortune ? Or is this world
the abfolute, independant kingdom of men, without
any fubordination' to a fuperior power ? Or do
' matural caufes operate, and accomplith evenl; of
’ tacms

-,
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themfclves, without any dependence upon the great
Creator? Alas! do'we ly at the mercy of blind
caufes, or of the ftrongeft arm, or the moft politic

head ? Are we to Jook no higher than the Clouds,

for the caufe of drought ¢ And are we to trace the
origin of the defeat of our army, no farther than
-the power or ftratagems of the French or Indians?
If this be the cafe, what a miferable world is this?
‘What 3 flate of Anarchy and Confufion 7 Then we
have nothing to trult to, but the armof fleth ;
we are cnt off from the relief of prayer to an a]l—

ruling God; we are caft oif’ from the rock of”

confidenge in his all-governing providence: For

.why fhould we pray to, or.truft in one, that does-

- not concern himfelf in our affairs 2 But is this
really the cafe ? Is the world left thus without a
fupreme univerfa] head ? Every pious heart muft
-anfwer, “ I hope not; or I'am undone.” And I
can sflure you, your hope is well groundcd
¢ The Lord reigneth ; let the earth be glad *. .

¢ hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and

¢ his kingdom ruleth over. ali 1+’ ¢Hedothac:

*¢ cording to his will in the armies of heaven, and
¢ among the inhabitants of . the earth, none can
¢ ﬁay his hand, or fay .unto him, "what doft

¢ thou |2’ Our country in particular is a lirtle
- Territory of his dominion; and the calamities we
- now feel, are the chaftifemenss, or the judgments,
of his fathetly, or vindi@tive hand. ¢ Is there cvil

)

¢ in a city, orin a country, ‘ and the Lord hath

¢ not done it  Noj; he himfelf hath told us, ‘I

-‘,form'the light, and create darkoefs; I make -

¢ pedce, and create eyil: 1 the Lord do all thefe
¢ things §.” ¢ See now that I am He, even I am
‘ He; and therc iano God with me. 1 kill, ‘and I
* make

"% Pl xeviio . 1 k.eiu. 19, ﬂ Dan.iv. 35. § lfn xive 7
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¢ make alive ; T wound, and 1 heal; neither is there

¢ any that can deliver out of my hand *)

It is indeed but feldom, that he works with his
own 'immediate hand, without the inftrumentality
of fecondary caufes. He has a whole Univerfe of

~ Servanis ; as many creatures fo many fervants

and he has work for them a//; and keeps them all
bufy, to accomplifh fome grand defign of his,
whether they know and defign it, or not. Men
and angels, beafts, birds and infe@s, the fun and
ftars, fire and water, winds and florms ; in thort,
every creaturé, rational and irfational, animate
and inanimate, the moft furious and ungovern-
able, as well as the moft gentle and manageable,
tyrants, and hurricahes, as well as Gabriel or the

funs; all have their ftations affigned them ; all are

domg his work, either of goodnefs or Ju(hce, in,

the grand fcheme of the univerfe. Some of them
know his will, and delight to do it: ‘Some of them

. do not know it, or do not regard it; but follow

their own felfith'and perverfe wili ; and fome of
them are maturally incapable of all knowledgc and
defign ; but they are all egually his fervants ; and

by them all, he accomplithes his work with equal

exaftnefs. Storms and tempefls as puntually
obey-his orders; as the angels in heaven. Itis

‘the charadter of thofe illuftrious beings that, ¢ théy

¢ hearken unto the voice af his word{; yet hear

~ the fame charaer of the fformy wind, ¢ Praife the

¢ Lord.—Fire and hail, fnow and yapours, ﬂormy
wind fulfilling his word +.

"There are various caufes of rain and drought 3
but they are all employed by him, and fubjeét to
him. The treacherous French and favage Indians
have routed our army ;-but it was all ordered by

the provxdcnce of God, and all the caufes and oc-

- \ N - o
* Dcst. xxxii, 29. 1 Phlm ciii, 20, 21. ¢ Pfalm exlviii. 8,
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‘eafions of it-were difpofed by him. There is ne
evil, i. €. no calamity, in our land, but the Lord.
hath done it. Secondary caules indeed produce
their proper effefts; and bring events to pafs as
naturally, as if they acted entirely from themyelves.
But this is fo far from difproving the divine agency,
that it does difplay its aftonithing wifdom, and its
agreeablenefs to the nature of the various minifters
of providence. To rule the world as really, as
if he managed it with his own immediate hand;
and yet ta rule it fo agrecably to the pature of
bis creatures, as if he left them to themfelves, and
did not intermeddle with it : To rule it effeétual-
ly and incontroulably ; and yet fo gently and fe-. .

_¢retly, that his agency is very often not perceiv-

" ed; to do his own will, and yet let his creatures
do their own; What amazing wifdom is this!
what a myfterious, perfe&t adminiftration ! Suchis.
the government of the univerfalruler, under which
we live ; and we ought not to make the excellency
of it an objeétion againft its reality. ‘

There is not fo much need, I prefume, to con-
vince your Reafon of this truth, as to.incukate
it upon you, to make your Hearts fenfible of it.
Certainly it is no Extravagance of faith, it is nor
fuperflitious imagination, to believe, that God ftill
rules the world he has made, and that he has not
caft it off as u difregarded orphan. A man néed
not be an immuderate or an over-creduloys beljew
‘ver, to admit this. This is one of the firft prin-
ciples of natural religion, as well as a fundamental

" dorine of Chriftianity. This is.the avowed be-
lief of our country ; and fure, there is not .one
among you, that dare fo much as fecretly “de-
oy it. . :

But alas! what little influence has this common

faith upon the temper and condutt of the gene-

: : . rality ?
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mouths, and this perfuafion in their, heads, are

Atheifts in heart and pradtice 2. Do they pratically -

‘believe rthat God difpofes all events, .who do not
take potice of his agency in them ; but direét all
their attention to viitble caufes. Do you reall

befieve this, who can ly down at night, and rife
in the morning, without commending yourfelves
to his proteftion, and imploring his bletfing ? Dg
you believe it, who can review thé numberlefs

‘bleflings and delivérances of your life, without fals

ling upon your knees in affetionate gratitude bés
fore your gracious benéfaltor ? Is this your faith,
you who are hardly ever fenfible of the providence
of God in the fuccefs ot difappointments of your
purfuits? You wha can ¢ eat, and forget God ;*

you who enjoy the bleffing of the fun and rain,

" -and the fruits of the earth; and yet go on thought-
lefs of your divine benefacter, as the cattle of
your ftall; or who léok upon thefe as things of
coutfe, or the fruits of your'own induflry; you
that can behold’ withering fields, and fcanty
. harvefls, withoyt bowing the knee 1o God, im-

ploring his mercy, and without mourning for the
fins ofgour« guilty tand, and fmiting your own
breafts, faying, ¢ What have I done ? ‘you that
¢ grean by reafon of afflition, and yet do not
¢ enqaire, Where is God my maker, that giveth
¢ fongs in the night* ?’ you.that can hear of
-preparations for wir, and truft in the number or
accomplifhments of our army for fuccefs, ‘with=
out humbly looking up-to the Lord of armies ;

“you that ‘murmur and fret at difappoiniments -
and afflitions, as though yeu would form an infur- -

reftion againft the king of heaven as a tyrant,
inftead of humbling yourfelves under his righteous

)

* Job xxxv, 10,
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rality? How many with this profeffion in thelr

- hand -
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T'here ate many good reafons for this peculin:
leverity towards the profetling people of God.—
He bes a particular Property in-fuchs and therefore:
he expe&s parricular obedience from. them s
has a fpecial Kéndress for them, and laid them nr-
der pecultar Vdfigations of gratitnde ; and confa-
quently their undutifulnes and ingratitude suft
touch him wery near. A man is more affeted with
the unkjnd treatment of 1 friend or a childy- thah
a firanger or an-enemy—~God is peeuliatly relat-
ed o fuch a people ; and therefore their wicked-
nefs refle@s more dithotour upon him, thin thie
of thofe who-do not profefs his Name,—God ma
alfo have defigns of &ecia_l race towards fome df
them, and e may chaftife them for their amend-
ment, and it order to defiver them from the more-
dreadful punithments of the eternal world. A Fa-
ther may correét his cAiid for.a faultthat he woud -
over-losk- in -a” frangeri—~Such a people “have
pecufier Ho/ps - and advanteges, and - are - undér
Tpeck] obligutions ; and cesfequendy their fin
s mich'mere agpravuted, thanthar of Heathens, -
whoate ot #r fuch favoutuble circurafta nees for
refigion. ‘Oh all ehefe accounesit i¢ jufty reafon-
shle, and indeed peceflary, that God thenid punith
vith pecediar feverity the flns of his people, on
whom bis miree is ealled ; and that they thowld not
By 10 bis'shtar for prote@ion, in their rebellivn a--
‘l;fl&mc"‘\') ‘ A
Lét us now apply thefk dhiings to ourfelves und
our country. God his Siftimgtithed uswith arich
nriety of bidfings, abeve moft people in the -
vorld,” and triade ‘dur ¢olendry:a Tavourire fpot
of the glabe. * The AR plantess of this calong,
Pafled thre® forprifing Wcithrades ; and were more:
Phan ance i danger-of beingventicely-eut toff Ay '
eie Indian ptedectﬂbrsﬁ But thro’ the tender
. . ‘“u‘
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fqr hgm, tq make us fenfible of i, by.* terrible
¢ things in rlghteou(‘nefs " May he Bot conftrain
us to look to 4im for help, by lcaving us nothing
“elfe to look-to ?’ O'my country ! it will dever be
.well with thee, * *till thou know that the moft High
¥ ruleth in the Kingdoms of mén, and giveth them
*to whomfoever he will*.’  Acknowledge him
‘thy lord and kmg : Receive bleﬁings as from his
’hand:’ Subrmt to calamities as from hisrod : Do
_this, and it Mall be well with thee, and with: dfy
children. To teach thee this, O Virginid, thy land
ls now langunlbmg with drought, and alarmed with
‘the terrors of war. _ Therefore learn this leffon, |
left other narions’ “learq it from thy deftruétion,
‘Gan_Jehovah, always bear to be dn%wned .in bis
‘own dominions § or fuffer difloyalty and rebellion
to pafs unpunithed, ‘ander an empty complimental |
profe(ﬁon of alleglancc ? NQ, he will extort from |
hls enemnes tl(\at confeﬁion,‘ v Venly there is a God |
l}at judgeth'i in the earth I | Thqrefqre be’ ye
ralgi‘ of the fword ; for wrath bru;géth thé pu-
¢ nithment of the, fword Tbat yc may lmow tbere

L R

A Lct us now. proceed to the 11d enquny ‘
: What is the Reafon that God 'has withheld fo
mny ‘of his ufual qu[m'ng; from us? why has he |
pot blefs’d us as formerly, with peace - and plcnty ?
)vhy is he not with us, and why does he not give
- usthe comfortablc tokens of his g gracxous refence ?
Alas! my brethren, the melaucholy réafon is tgo
plain ; we are not agreed with him, nor he with
us: A great difference fubfifts between us and our
God; and if it continue, we muft perf, we muft
part for ever ; foi can twa walk together excépt
they be agrecd ? Can a holy, jult and jealous
God

" ®Dam,iv. iz tﬂalnlvjni.ll.' f]obm.zg.
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'God maigtain 2 friendly intercourfe with a-finful,
- impenitent -people 2 No, Sirs; they muft part;
. ind wo unto them if he depart from them *. There
is a controverfly that.fubfifts between God and
Virgitia ;- a controverfy not about trifles, but a+
bout the perogatives of his crown, and the rights
of-his government ; a controverfy which thall be
obeyed, whether his holy and righteous will, or the
perverfe will and wicked lufts and paflions of men;
whether he or his creatures thould be moft loved
and regarded ; whether holinefs be the only way
to happinefs, and whether his fon Fefus, whom he
has fent into the world, and made known in our
country,: thall be owned and loved as a Saviour
and Lord.. He infifts'upon it, that the coneerns
of eternity are of infinitely greater: importance
than thofe of time ; hut many of  the inhabitants
of our land are of another mind: They pur-
fue the riches, the honour, the pleafures of this
world, as their great concern, and take but very

lietle.thought or paias about their everlaftingTiate,

Let God be difobeyed,- let Chrift be neglected, let
heaven be-loft, let their fouls be damned s They
care fot ; they will have their pleafares ; they
will drink, and game, avd fwear, and whore:
they will purfue the world with eagernefs and
avarice. God infifts. upon- it, that if a people
profefling his name,. would enjoy his favourable
prefence with them, they muft abandon their na-
tional vices, and turp to him : . Our countrymen
differ from him in this; they expeét the bleflings of

his providence, and yet go op impenitently in their

fins. He affures ‘them thac fin will deftroy them

at laft; They will not beliéve him, bt hope for

happinefs, tho’ they indulge themnfelves in it. He

' T T [ 07 OSSP . ~ref
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reconmeads: hblinefs- of Hears and -life; asabfa-
lutely neceflary to everlafting happinefas and as

the moft pleafant and: delightful courfes \They
sountis a needlefs, or:a meping; dudl, melancholy
thing,, and-hope ta'be faved: without: it.. .He bas

prooounge] Fefies vhe anly Saviour ;. but shiey are

not follicitgus aboutan intereftin him, nor thero’ly
fCMIbIQiQf theic need of him ; :but flatter them-
felues their own works will ga- a great way to-

wards their falvation.- .They-allo differAvidely in

difpofition and temper.. He loves holihefs ; -they
loath.it.. He hates all fin, in its meft.alluring
forms; they delight in: it,’and will iodulge it.
- Thys it has been for along simé :* We.* have wal-
¢ ked contrary to God.. . He hds waited a ‘long
. time to fee if we would. make up the difference ;

but men infift they are right,.or at beft pus him off
with a purpofe to repent.in. fame, uncertain here-

afigr, which he forefees they will neverarriveat, or -

pevér:improve. He would have them view. the pree

- fent poftuce. of their affairs in. a religiaus light,
and bumble shemfelves befare him: He has com-
miffipned. the drought and the- fword-as his-mis
nifters to.presch repentance ta them-;: but.few of

them ¢ repent of their wickeduefs, faying, What

! have I done? every one turneth to his courfe, as

¢ the horfe rufheth into the battle *.. The Lord of |
f bofts calls them to weepiag and mourning, and

. ¥ girding  with fackeloth; bpt inftead of this,
¢ Behald: joy, and. gladnefs, -flaying oxen, and
- killing [heep, eating flefh and drinking wine,'
as tho' they afled upon that Epicurean maxim,
- Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we (hall

. die . What a wide difference is here ? "And

- can a-righteous God walk in friendihip with.thee,

Q.Virginia, while this difagreement continues? |
B s = NO, :

® Jers viil, 6, -+ 4 "Taiah xxil, 12, 13.
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Mo, he muft walk contrary to thee,; bi¢ fotl muft
depart from thee, and he will leave thee to thyfelf
or give thee up to thine enemies, that thou mayft
feel and iament his abfence, .and fue foi peace:
Therefore ¢ agree with thine adverfary. quickly,!
jeft be bid thee adieu for ever. Down upon thy
knees before him ; confent tohis prepolals; las
bour.to be holy as he is Liply 3 tabour to imbibe his
{pirit, and.contralt the fame temper: ° Be in~
¢ frudted,’ O Firginia, * left his foul depare from
# thee *” and with him peace and plenty take their
flight. Be reconciled to him ; give up the caufe,
‘and $tand our againft him no longer; fo will he yet
“.return, @nd walk in thee, and dwell-among thy
inhabitants, as his fans and daughters.
But why has he intlited upun our country fuch
calamities 7o We have feen he is the author of
them, and that there is no evil in our land, but
the Lord hath done it. And why hath he done it?
‘Has he made the heavens as bra{s over the heads,
‘and the earth as iron under the feet, of angmmo~
cent people ? ‘Has he defeated an 2rmy that was to
defend a. righteous country ? Has he done all this
without caufe ? No; #ili a lion rear in ihe foreft
when br hath no prey 2 Will he colleét his rage,
and fpring out of his thicket. with a hideous roar,
when he fees nothing that -is' a fit prey fer him ?
No; he'will not fly at a rock or atree, but at
‘fome animal which inftin€} teaches him to devour.
“ Will @ young lion cry out of bis den, if be have
*¢ taken nothing ?*. No 3 but when he has. got his
prey in his deadly paw, he roars over it, and tears
‘& to pieces. And would the righteous judge of
all the earth roar agzinft. us, in his judgments, if
we were niot a fit prey for his vengeanee 3 . Woukd
“be blaft the fruits of the earth, and roar againft
- / us
® Jrivie, 0 T
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{is in the horrid-found of war, if our fins had not
tade us fit to be devoured by his righteous judg.
ments ' No; innocence may. always be fure of
Erote&ioh under ‘his government; and penitent

nners may hope for his mercy; but impenitent.

finners he will punith in the world to come for
their perfonal fins ; and impenitent nstions he will
wifit with his righteous judgments, for their na-
-tional fins, in this world: 1 flay, én this-world;
for it is only in this world that they fubfift in 2
mational capacity ; and confequently,’this is the
ouly place in which they can be punifhed in that
Zapacity. The Lord’s voice therefore cries to our
¢tountry ; and what does it cry ? It pr(?;!aims us
a guilty, impenitent people; a fit prey for divine
juftice : And it is high time for God to came
out againft us as a roaring lion.. This dreadful
ftylé is often ufed by the prophets, when they,
‘deferibe the judgments of an angry God, againft

. .a guilty people; and we may tremble, left it be

‘verified in our country. ¢ 1 will be unto Ephraim
¢ as & liert, and a8 a young lion, to the houfe. of
¢ Judah : 1, even I will tear, and go away : 1-will
¢ take'away, and none fhall refcue him *.> To a
-people that had abufed his mercies, and ungrate-
fully’ forgotten him,’ as we have done, this is the
‘tetrible languagé of a provoked God, ¢ I will be
"¢ unto them, as a lion, as a legpard by the way

-¢ will T obferve them : I will meet them as a bear .

*¢ that is bereaved of her whelps, and will rent the
¢ caul of their hearts, and [ will devour them like
_¢aliont.s o

* There is another metaphor ufed in my text, to

" exprefs the fame alarming truth. ¢ Can @ bird
4 fall'in & [nare upon the carth, where no gin is

. S for

* Hofes v, 14, 4+ Hofea xiii. 7, 3. -




{23 1 :
$ for him ?” Can it be enfnared and takca, where
no fnare is laid for it? No; and can a people
fall under calamities, when God has. nat fpread
the net of his judgments to take them ? Or would
a righteous God feize them with his judgments, if
they had not deferved it by their fins?. No ; it is
fin that laid the foare in which we are fallea : It
is fin that has fhut the heavens, and reftrained the .
clouds from dropping down fatnefs on the parched
earth s It is fin that way-Jaid our army, and cut
them off: . It is the fin of the country tor which
they fought, rather than their own: For we are
to confider foldiers, not as atting for themfelves,
but for their country ; and ‘they ftand or fall, -
according to the defigns. of God towards that
country, without any regard to their . per/onal
¢haratter.  If God has a gracious defign towards
a people, he will make their arms \u&ornous, an&
defend them again(t their enemies, however wicks
ed the men may be whom they employ as foldi-
ers. But if the iniquitics of a people are full,
and he intends to fcourge them, then he will de-
feat even an army of faints, and determine the -
cvent of war againft them.  And was’« the ffis
of our land that cut off our brave general, aod
fo many of our choice men? Alas! what a
fhocking addition is this to our grief” for their
lofs ? This feems to indite us as guilt ’y of their.
blood. O Vizcinga ! what 3 mifchief have thy
fins done ? God would not thus affliét a righteous
or a penitent people ;. The juftice of his gavern-
ment is as obvious a truth, as any principle of
patural or revealed: rchgxon and the judgments

" of God upon a land are infallible evidences of ge-
acral guilt and impenitence. A
‘ Your ﬁns, O my countrymen, * have with-
“holden



)

- ¢ God, and that his fear is not in you +. O that

. [ 24 ] A

* folden good things from you *. Have yoy rot
* pracured thefe judgments to yourfefves, in that

% you Kave forfaken the Lord your ‘God » It is
© your ‘own wickednefs that now correfts you, !
¢ and your own backflidings reprove you.” Know
therefore *and fee, 'that it-is an evil thing and -
* bicter, thit you have forfaken the Lord your -

¢ my people had hearkened to the voice of God,
! and walked in his ways ! "Then he would foon

¢ have fubdued their. enerhips, and fed thent alfo

¢ with the fineft of the wheat1.” Butalas! ¢ the

* have rebelled and vexed his holy, Spitit ;* t’he§
kave defpited his chaftifements, and abufed hig |
mercies, ‘thetefore he 'has turned to be their'e:
¢ nemy, and fought' againft them §.> = - o

- But ‘where do thofe enemies df our cotintry
furk ? “Where fhall we find thofe fins that havé
brought thefe' judgmems upon ourland ! " Alag? ..
we can #afily find them, withoyt a cﬁiical,feaicia.'
Some of thetn brizve'the fkies with an undaynted
brow, and ‘do not feek to lie concealed.. We meef

- gigantic forms of viee, wherever. we turi.  How
is our land 'poltuted with drunkénnefs,. fwearing,
lying, defrauding, whoredom, fabbath-breaking,
and all the horvid kinds of profanenefs and daring
impiety ¥ "Wiat irreverence of God ? what con- -

. tempt of neglect of Yeligion and public worfhip 3, -
what profanation of divine ‘ordinances?. ‘What
fwarms df prayerlefs families all over out 14nd ¢

“What a genetal neglet of the fouls of the. poor

~ negroes, and in fome inffatices, what barbarities .
towards them ? What 3 fpirit of.trifling and leé .

~ vity? What extravagance jn gaming, and pther

fooliftt
“® Jer.vo25. 1 Jer i |7,,)9.’ 1 Bhl. Ixxxi. 13, 16
§ 16 hili. 1o, - ‘
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foolith ror criminal diverfions, ‘efpecially: antong -
people of ligh life, and afBuent fortunes ! Whar
an idie wafte, what 2 wanton abufe, of the blef
fings of providence ? . What a ftupid difregard of
divine threatnings and chaftifements ? And what
a {ullen incorrigiblenefs, or unbelieving - defpon-
dency, under them ! - God may complain of our
country, as of the Fews; ¢ In, vain bhave I fmitten
'.{?ur‘ children ; ‘ they received no corretion *; °
¢ Why fhould ye befiricken ahy more ?-ye wilt
“ revolt more and.niore .’ In (hore, if you form
an idea of. a.Chrififan from your Bible, and ther
take a view of the inhabitants of our.lapd ; if you
obferve their condyét in their rétirethents, in their
families, inipublie edmpany, or in the:worlhip of
God, alas! how few, how very féw. of them ¢an
‘you call fincere practical Chriftiahs ? How are all -
cvidences. of the fear and love.of God loft amang .
© the geherality . THey live as'If they had fio con-
egrmr; with himj-nor be withi thém.. Their own
intére[l; their own Infts ihd ;paflions; are the rule
" of their condu®¥.; Alas ! \whar a-ineéladcholy fur-
vey:of  our countcy is: this ? . My heart pains oe;
while ‘I review. it, 4nd. forebodes.feme dreadfut .
thing ‘coming upen ws: * Shall E not..vifit for
‘. thefe things,. faith the Lerd 2 fhmil.not my fout
‘-be ayenged on fuch a.nation, as:this? "Ah ! fin-
*.ful pation, apeopleJoaded with.imquity, a feed-
« of evil doers, children that are corvuptets, they
* have farfiken thé Lord; they have provoked the .
“holy Ove.of I/7acl unto duger, they are gone
‘.ayay backwards 1.” Therefore the.tokens.of bie
difpleafure are; naw. dpon, them. - And-who mufk
not weep for thee; O Varbinial! a country hap-

o a D " x. aopy
SO YT R S
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py 5 fivwilon, intproved by art, #nd 'hitherto
bleffed of icaven ;-but now undermined and tot-
‘teving by thy oww: fins. THy fins proclaim thee
ebnoxious 16 the judgments of Gods And the
Judgmenis of God now hanglog over thee, pros

claim thy fing and impenitence, :
- ‘Butuies! thefe vifible and open vices are not
the only .canfe of God’s prefent controverfly with
our hand: The original caufe lies deep, even in
the hearis of the inhabitants: The moft danger-
ous eriemvies lurk in their breufts . Look there, and
$you will fee yet greaver kbominations.”” What
fithy lufts;. ‘what -mifohievous pallions harbour
there ¢ How nmny hearts ameng \s are cold of
Yukewsrny towards God, and his Ton Jefus Chrift,
and never felt his love thed abroud in theth 7 How
tnany are fecretly difafbfied 1o Aolinefs, and-dife
like the pukity of his facred law ! - How many fe-
eredly indalge themfelves.in/thole wWorks of durke:
nefs, which would blath 10 fee: e fun? How
many 'thun%hdefn, +trifling . worldly ‘minds, thee
conffive kit their-attention  to the thitigs of this:
. Jife; and imve Jinde. of %o thought about the im-
portant concetns of eterhity 2 How many impes
nicem,. flinyy Bedrts, that never felt the Rindly,
Ingdnaous, selentings of repentance for all thelr’
fing ?° How mdny old, unregenerate hearts, that’
Revé never béen changed by the almighty power
' of God? How many that ure whally anacqhainted
. with the verions exercifes, the joys and forrows,’
the hopes and fears that are familiar to every troe
Chriftian? HMow many that never embruced the’
" Lord Jelws as a Saviour, and fabmitred 1o him o¢
their medistorial king ? ‘On the other hand, how
few are the hearts, in which the graces of the Spi-
- it are implanted and cherithed 2. how few feel trgc
y . ) L - . S . w .
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~workings of lave, faith, fzpcntancc towards God -
and Jelus Chrift? { how few hearss delight

in the fervice of God, and hate every falle way ?
How few are in ‘earneft in feeking the kingdom
Gad, and his, tighiequfuels? Alas!. my bre-
threg,ymudt not your hearts bleed when yau think

of thefe things! Gan'a country ovev-run wil
fuch rebels,s that have fuch 'cﬁfaﬁ’cﬂed“'hcé{‘g,
hope always to efcape? ¢ Shall 'I"not vifit' for
¢thefe things, faith the Lord 3. Shall.no¢ my foul
¢ be avenged upon fuch a nation as this?* Is it
any wonder that the lion fbould roar, when he
hath found fo fit a prey? or that we (hould be
taken, when our fins have laid fuch a gin, for us?
He will execute juftice upon finners as individu-
ls, in the eternal world : But now is the time for
him to deal with them as a fociety. And will nct
the thoughtlefs creatures tremble before him, and
return to him ? Sinners, your country is now
bleeding and languithing by the wounds yoii Fave
given it; and are your hearts proof againft the
energy of fuch a thought? REPENT ! O my
countrymen, Rerent! Rerent! Down upon
your knees before your injured fovereign ; betwail
your rebellion ; confefs 'your,‘guilt, and implore
forgivenefs. If fin is the caufe of your prefent
fufferings, repentance muft be the cure ; and you
reafon to hape, it will be an effetual reme-
dy. Yet, you muft remember, that faith in' the
blood of Jefus muft be joired along with it. Your
fepentance can make no atonemerit for your fin 3
that you can expeét only in the facrifice of the
Lamb of God, that was offered once for all.
Therefore away to Jefus, ye perithing creatures ;
ccept of his righteoufnefs, ye guilty finners. .
‘ Look unto him, and be faved,’ O Virainia,
: D3 © ¢ fitue
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¢ fituated In the ends of the earth® Let the
.name of Jefus come in repatation in our guilcy
~land. " But as my voite ‘can reach only 10 ‘you,
my heaters, let me infift, that:whatever others do,
you will not be acceffory to’the ruin' of your
‘country, but will repent, reform, and fly to gc.
fus. Apd with this adyice, 11hall difmifs yoy for
Afewmiputes,

% Mauglvia, o
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While clouds of vengeance g'er our head,
Seem thickning, and fromounce us dead

Oh! whither fhall the helplefs fly? .
Ta whosp but tbee d;rt& tjmrcry ?

ML

" The belplefs finner’s cries and tearsy
Are grown familiar to thine ears :

Oft Iiu thy mercy fent pelicf,

When nll was ﬁar #nd heiplefs gnef

'1V.
“On tbee, our guardmn God we cally
~Before thy throne of grace we fall ;

0h ! is there no deliv'rance there @
. Or muft we perifl in defpair 2

N YA
d I1LE oerour gmlty Iand 0 Lord,
.We view the ferrors of thy f'wora' H

" While heav'n her fruitful flywers denia.r,
" And nature round us fades :md dm. e
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Wee we repent, we weep, we mowrs; -

¥o our forfaken God we furny =~

O fpare our guilty country ; fpare
Thy church which thoy In(f) planted here,

VL

Revive our withering felds with rain ; -
Let peace compofe our land again;
Silence the horrid noife of war ;
O [pare a guilty people ; ‘fpare !
. 't‘ ._ . »/v.’ .\. .l. VIt. _l‘. . ‘ -
.G plead thy grace; indulgent Cod : R o
We plead thy Son’s atoning. blood ;- - RS

We plead thy gratious promifes ;
Nor are thefe unavailing Pleas,

T T

Thefe pleas by falthurg'd at thy theane, -

Have brought ten thoufinrd bkifings dowm- - - -
On guilty. lands in belplefs woe s
Let tbm prevail to fave us too.
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The AFTERNOQN SERMON,

- Amosiil, 3ei6, Howr 1his word that the Lord batk
+ Jpoken ugainfi you, O chitdrin of Wtael, ugainft
the whole famsly which I trought xp from the
band of Egypt, fdying, You only have 1 hnown of

- all the families of the'earth; therefore 1ivill

- punifh you.for all yowr inijuities.—Shall one

~ take up afuare fromthe earth,and bave takenno-

" thing atalle Shall 4 trumpet be blown in' thé ci-

- 3yy ank the people not be aﬁ‘dfd e "
E e L o

Y N the forégoing fermon, 1 Téft ushnithed an
inquiry- of great’importance to us in the
refent fituation of our Couwrrry, wiz,

** What 8 the realon’ that God ‘hath withheld fa
™ many of bis ulual blefings from us ?'—-This
part of the enquiry { have already anfivered ; and
fhopc your hearts are 1Ml under the impreffions
of it. If he does not walk amicably with us, iy is
becatfe we are nor ”l%r-”d : And if he affliéts usy
it is becaufe we baye finned againft him. 7 be:liom
bath roared agdintt us, becaufe he hath found s
a proper Prey. -But it remains for us to enquirey
# 'Why he hath done this, notwithftanding our.paf
* bleflngs and deliverances, and the many privis
“ Jeges with which he bath been pleafed to diftins
" guith ws I 'We may gather an anfwer to this

‘from
X .
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from his bondul towards the [fraelites, ielated ixt
the firft and (econd verfes of my texe. '

__."The lfraelites were the pofterity of Abraham,
> ; thofe fivoaiite Patriarchs, with
whom God condefcended to enter into covenant,.
both for them and their feed. . They swere 3 family
mituldufly . ddivesed” fronr - Egyptian ‘ﬂa%'t;,
conducted thro’ an hideous wildernefs, intoa Jand |
of liberty and pfenty, and prote&ted there E?"ah g
imeding prosidence. . Biit thele highed piivilege.
was, that God had taken them for hisoburch and
pectllar ‘people, favoured them with a. revelation
of his will, and a_religion from heaven, and
- fenthis prophets to them, tq inltruét and admonith
theiy,——Buyt Agh‘at-uggq:atef\xl paople forpot their
obligations to their divine bencfatar, grew weary
of his fervice, vebelled againft. biny, . and, becage .
debiuchéd in pringiples and morals. ... dnd will it .
fecute them, when thos degenerare, that they were
once diftinguithed with fo many bleflings, and flilt .
rofefled themfglues the church of. 2. Lot
?M_ssﬁ'cm‘e l'ﬁttlf?;gzidﬂ his judg:!i;ﬁgg *g?v :
far' front i, Hliat ticla very circumnlapeas encreafed |
their gidlt, and’ 'rgi{g'src? théir pypilagnents more
Sertain andTévert. Fou only, faith the T,qud, Fape |
1 Miown of aft 1z Yamilies of 14e eagto: I have
¢ chrofen you to be my chuich and people, . whil
¢ I'fii¥sted other dations to walk in darknefs, gq&
“:pig'diftance fromf me=’ And what follows from
" hehée ? -Not, * thelefore 1 will grant you greapes
®induilgence' ik fini ” o, T wifl -ovexlocs it ia
- &yol, though I fyht punilhitiff orhgr narions <
but, < rhérefire Lwitl punill yaufor n() JGKT ini~
¢ guities : “Whoevef efcape, 'ypu fhall not : tho'b
¢ fthéaald bearwith ‘the fits of others, I will not
¢ bedrwith yours, whom I bé\'q';k'nowq'g ,and dis

*ftimgmitred fromthe - 77 -
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T'here ate maNy good reafons for this peculisr
feverity towards the profetling people of God.—
He has a particular Property in fush s and therefore:

he expe&s particular obedience from. them .s—f{e

has a fpetial Kéndmfs for them, and laid them nm-
der pecultar Vdtigations of gratitnde ; and confl-
quently their undutifulnefs und ingratitude muft
touch him wery near. A man is more affeCted with
the unkind trestment of %' friehd ot a childy- thaty
a ftranger or an-enemy—~God is peculiarly relei-
ed to fuch a people; and therefore their witked-
nefs refle®s more dithonour upon him, thin thie
of thofe who-do pot profefs his Name.~—Ged m?
alfo have defigns of fpecial grace towards fome df
them,- and e may chaftife them for their amend-

ent, and i order fo deliver them from the more -

dreadful punithments of the eternal world. & Fa- -

ther may corret hit chiid for.a faultthat he would
over-1o8k in -2 frangeri~Such a people “have
pecutior Wolps - Apd. advandages,  and - are . undér

Tpéckl obligations ; and cosfequendytheir S

i3 mlich'mere apkravited, than har of Heathens,

who ate ot i fueh favouruble circurh fa nees for-

refigion. - ‘Op all ¢hefe accounts it i¢ jufty reafor-
able, and itideed neceflary; thet God theeld punith

with pecaliar feverity ‘the fins of his people, on

whom bis mirse is ealled ; and thar they howld not
. Lét'us now #pply thelk dhings to surfelves und

fiy td Kis' sltar For protedion, in‘*th’e"iz rebemﬁ'n ¢;-*,

our country, Godhis Sftingnifhed us with a rich -
viriety of bMliags, abeve:- mult people in- the -

world,” md miade Bur tobndry s Yayourire fpot
of the glabe. - The RN plantess of this cslony,

‘paffed thro' forprifing WiciRtudes ; and vere move -
phan ance i danger-of beingsentiecly-eut ‘ol by

acie Indian predeceffors. But thro’ the tender
L B guar+
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uardianthip of providence, they furvived all thefe
dangers: Aund now, this wildernefs is improved
dnto a fruicfu] field; and we have enjoyed as long
"an uninterrupted peace and plenty, as perhaps
any country upon earth. Our colony has prodi:
ioufly increafed of late years in the number of it
nhabitants; and in extent of ground, it is per-
haps equal to our mother country. It has been
.an " happy refuge to the poor ; who fwarm the
Mtreets, and crowd the work-houfes and hofpicals
Ao other countries: Here they generally enjoy s
very comfortable fubfiftence by maderate induftry;
and hardly any of them are incapable of providing
 for themfelves,
Thefe are great bleflings ; but they are not:the
. -greate/t with which heaven bas diftingnithed owr
Iand. He has brought his gofpel, -as a vine fron
afar, 'and planted it in this wilderoefs, that wa
oyce the refidence of Heathen’ favages and wild
beafts. The B 1B LK is, or may be, the common
~blefling of our whale land ; and none wha enjoy
_that direftory to everlafting life, have reafon to
- eomplain, that they are left wholly deflitute of the
. means of falvation. We are a Chriffian, .a Pro
#eflant country ; and how few parts of the world
.aan fay fo? I might add ‘what will not appear
.incredible. to fome of you, who have-been the
Jappy fubjets or witnefles of it, that God b
fent his gofpel into {undry parts of our lmd, and
‘among us in particular, in its purity, and artended
with his own almighty power, to make it effeCtual
- .to renew many depraved hearts, and reform mr
. ny vicious lives: And wherever fuch a work i
_going oa, I fhall rejoice in.it asa Worx or Gon,
-whatever pame. it bears: Yes, my brethren; I
- Jhall rejoice to’ fee Chriffianity, pure; prtghlcd'
. . . N . - Il
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shrifManity, Chriftianity free from the encum..

wance of party-names, flourith and encreafe; and
vithout this, it is but little matter what party is.
1ppesmoft, or has the forry fanétion of -a civil
tftablithment.. ‘ ‘ N '
With thefe important privileges has God fa--
voured our land, and us in particular. Thus gra-
dioully has he Anown and diftinguithed us, above.
moft of the families of the earth. But will thefe.
favours indemnify an ungrateful land, in the abufe.
of them, or warrant them to offend againft their
peculiar benefaltor ? Will this meglected Bible,
will this abufed, gofpel, will thefe profaned ordi-
nances, fhelter you from the judgments of God,
when your fins cry aloud for them ? 'Will a flight-.
¢d Saviour deliver you ?  Will his profaned name
fanélify your crimes, and be a mark of protedtion -

toyou? Does the abufe of mercy, promife you.

Jarther mercy 2 Does the ungrateful forgetful-.
nefs of paft deliverances, encourage you to hope
for future ? . Do not. thefe things, on the other
hand, give you reafon to fear the contrary, .that,
‘ becaxfe he hath known you shove moft of the
‘ nations of the earth, therefare he will punith you
‘ for all yoyr iniquities?’  Our enemies are per-
fidious Fremch Papifts, end favage Judian Hea-.
tens; they may be as.bad, or worfe, than we,
bn all refpeéts, byt this, that we fin againft more
light and love, and break thro’ more endearing
obligations.  Yet he may juftly ufe them as his
to fcourge us, becapfe he is.more nearly re-
ted to us,. and more warmly refents our provo-.
Gtions, than theirs, The Bpbylonians were an
cnme of wicked Heathen i_Jf: aters; and yet he '
tmployed them to pupith the. Fews, his_peculiac
mople.  Indeed it is very common for him to
employ wicked men it;: this drudgery ; hence they
vy EBac e o are
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ate called his hand, his Fword ®, tiie rod of his

" anger,! his ax, -his faw 4, &r. that js, the infiru-
ments and executioners of his vengeance. - -

- ¢‘Therefore ¢ truft -not,* -0 Virginta, ¢ truft
¢ not in lying words,’ faying, * The temple of the
“Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the
“ Lord are thefe. -Go to the place in Shilah,
¢ where God fet his name at the firft, and fee what
¢ lie has done there far the wickednefs of his peo-
¢ ple Iffacl1? Go to Jerufalem, to Antioch, to
Greece, to Rome, and fee what powerful empires

- bre has demolithed, what flouritking countries he
has laid defolate, what ftately cities he has buried
in ruins, and what numerous and eftablithed
churches he has rooted out ; and all this for £heir

4™s ;3 and particularly for their ungrateful abufe
of mercies and privileges, and above ‘all -for the

-, abufe of the gofpel. “Be warned by thefe dreadful |
examples, O my country: left thou alfa fhare in
their doom. s : ST
 “The 1I1. Enquiry now remains, How long, we

. may expe®, thefe calamities will continue on our
-1and * “ And what is the moft promifing method
to remove or-efcape them? . T

" God' has always fome wife defign in all his dif-
penfations, and particularly in the inflifting of
calamities : And his defign in'it, as far as we may
venture to determine; is either to reform, or to
 puinifb a people. I know of no national calamity,

. ~but what is.intended for one or the other of thefe
ends; and generally, both are intended with re-
gard to different perfons. God may defign to

- ¢haften ind amend fome as a Father ; and by the
fame firoke to harder and punifh othets, who are |
ripe for his judgmeats. : ;

o R B '} . Tthe I
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! *Thefe are his defigns towards thee, O my touns
n‘y, in the prefent critieal jun&ure ; to amend
thee, or to deftrop-thee ; to bring fome of thy in-
habitants to repentanee, and to harden the incor-
rigible, and vilit them with his défpifed vengeance.
And can we hope he will remove: his angry-hand
from us, til he has accomplithed his defign one
way or other ¢ Shall one take up a fware from
¢ the earth, and have taken nothing at all?* fays
my text. No, he will Jeg it lie there, ’til he has

caughr his prey, if potiible. And will a wife God .
fcateer his judgments for no end atall? .orwillhe

remvve them, before they have anfwered his end ?
No; they (hall accomplu’h the (hmg for whlch he
fent them,

" Here then, my coumry, thou art caft into 2 |

dilemma between reformation and pywifbment.
Thou hift no ather alternative, but Rereyv; and
Live; or, Continvue ImpeniTENT, and Parisn,
1 will not deterniine in what particuer manher
and degree God wilk acccomplith ¢ither of thefe

- defigns ; this is- only known to himfelf: And as

las! 1 can give you no great encouragement, ‘that
his gracious defign of reformation is likely o be
accomplithed on the geneml:fy Maultitudes ra-
ther feem hardred in impenitence, or fank in in-

* fidel diftrefs. They do not regard the diviné hand

in the prefent miferies of their country ; nor pe-
pitently refleét upon their fins, as the caufe of
them. The profpect of fcarmy, and the alarm
of war, -only throws them into a panic¢, and per-
haps extorts a tranfient prayer from them. ** Lord,
¢in trouble have they vifited thee ; they poured
¢ out a prayer when thy chaftening ‘was #@pon

¥ them*’ - Butalas! I fee but few evidences of
thexr btmg awakened to be religious in-carnett,

"and
.0 Ia. nu.‘:l. .
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snd to turn to the Lord with all their hearts. And -
indeed, .all the punithments they are capable of,
will never bring them to this, without the kindly
sluring infiuence of divine grace. Therefore cry
- earneftly 10 God for this blefling ; which can make
the miferies of our land the happielt events that
ever, yon faw. The converfion and falvation of
floners, is a greater blefling than peace, or the a-

:\

bundance of corn and wine. And Oh! we can-

not but hope, notwithftanding fome difco '
- appearances, that this may be a feafon fruitful o

" converts. - We humbly hope, that ¢ by this fhall
' ¢ the iniquity of Virginia be purged; and that this
¢ will be the fruit, to take away our fing*.’ Blefs
fed fruit indeed ! if withering fields and a ravaged
country can produce this, it will more than make
up our lofs. This is a critical time with out
tountry ; the minds of men are more awake than’
viuak; and-if God is pleafed now .to fet in -with
his grace, we may fee an extenfive reformation ig
our:finful land.' O.pray that fuch. a feafon may
not pals by-in vain:. Pray that God would now
wark while men begin to grow a Jittle thoughtfal, -
If this feafon pals by, and leave finners as they
are, they will indeed have realon to fear, that
‘.the:hayveft is pafled,-and the fummer ended, and

“they are not.faved.’, If the- inhabitants of the -

world will not leara righteoufnefs, when the judg.
ments of God are in the earth, there is little rea-
fon to-hope they ever will, o -
Q finners! now make one vigorous, united
effort o cnter in at the ftrait gate. Now fall ig
. earneft to prayer, reading, hearing, meditation,
felf-examination. - ¢ Search and. try your ways,
“ and turn again unto the Lord . Seek ye the,
¢ Lord-while he may be found; call upon him
S ‘ ~ ¢ while
¢ Ia. xavib g,  § Lem. iii. g0, .
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¢ white k¢ is near. Let the wicked forfake his .
4 way, and the unrighteous map his thoughts ; and
* Jet him turn to the-Lord, and he will have mercy
¢ upon him ; and to our God, and he will abun-
¢ dantly pardon *. Cleanfe your hands, ye fin-
¢ ners ; purify your hearts, ye double-minded : Be
¢ afflicted, and mourn, and weep; let your laugh-
“ ter be turned into mourning, and .your joy into
‘beavinefs +.” O Viracinia, ¢ wath thy hieart from
* wickednefs, that thou mayeft be faved ; How
* long fhall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee}?
¢ Thereforé, faith the Lord, turn ye to mé with all
¢ your heart, and with fafting, and with weeping,
¢ and with mourning. Rent your heart, and not
. your garment, and turn unto the Lord yourGed+
var‘Og'! he is cracious-and MarciruvL ;' I.prov
claim It again ‘with a joyful repetition, - he is
‘gracious and mercirvL,,flow: to anger and of
¢ great kindnefs and repenteth him ' of the evil.”
“Thus repent and turn to the Lord; and ¢ thea
¢ will the Lord be jealous for our land; and'pity
Chis people. Yeg, the Lord will anfwer and fay,
S.behold, 1 will give you corn,.and wive, and.oil,
‘and ye fhall be fatisfied therewith; and 1 will
¢ drive far from you the Nothern army,’ thar are
ravaging your country. - ¢ Fear not; O land; be
4 glad, and rejoice : Yor the Lordwill do great
‘ things. Be not afraid, ye beafts of the field ¥
God takes care even of you ;- and the paftures
¢ of the wildernefs will yet fpring. He will yet
¢ give rain moderately, the former and.the latter
‘rqin; and the floorsuhall yet be full of wheat.
¢ And ye fhall eat in plenty, and be fatisfied, and
* praife the name of the Lord that ‘hath dealt
¢ wonderoufly with you §.* This, mry brethren,
. , is
® Ifa.lv. 6, 7. . 8, 9. L Ive 14y oek xi. 12,
m"m.“:’ t]wmingg $Jedv.ty §J
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is'the way of fafety; this'is the way o0 prevent
or temove the judgments of God from your courr®
ery, Ok, if the reformation thould not be b
general, as to deliver the golony from them; yer
fuch of you as repent, will 'uot{d[c your labour®
-yoy {hall efcape the everlafting punitbment of the
world to come, aed be received into immorral
bappine(s and glory ; and this is of more impors
Aaitg than apy or all temporal deliverances. - *
What ftupidity muft it be, to refufe to make
this-imptovement of the préfént calamiti¢s undex
" which otr cowntry groans ? . Shall a trampet. b
Bown in the city, and the people not be afraid ®
fays my text. Shalt a public alarm be giveh.
of the approach of the enemy, and thall nomebe
alarmed, and prepare to fly, or to defehd theni-
flvés? And fhall the Lard found the. trumpet
of bis judgmentsin Vireim s, and the people oot
be afraid ? Will they fiill Heep on In fecurity, end:
mever exert themfelves to efcape bis vengeance, of
defend themfelves againft their enemies ¢ * Whatt -
. but'deftreélion, cither in this world or the nek?,’
ot .both, «aa be the confequence of fuch tupilt
fecority, ind hardenad impenitence? . . . *
Therefore Roners, if you will not bear the calt
40 repentance, you may prepare for deffruttion.
L do vot mean, that dn-angry God will certainly .
. ut you off by fome temporal judgmeat, tho’ it &
~ wery likely ta be the doom of fome of you ; bus {
mean, that his judgments that are now abwtad ih
the earth, will have fomc dreadfal effeét upon your.
You may greax under the burden of themi; yod .
will he hardemed by them,  and revelt more and
* more ¢’ you will be miade ripe for ezmvla#iz:i
deftraction; and that (hall feon feiee and cruth you!,
tho’ you may efcape the fword of your epemies.
O finners, the account againft you is fwelling fat,
o o : o .at
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at€uch'a time a¢ this; and if you‘aré not cops
verted now, it will highly aggravate-your fin and
ruin. The frare thall not be taken up from thé
earth, “till it has-taken fomething 3 aiid the judg~
ments ‘of, God fhall ot be removed, till they have.
anfwered his defign, the defign either of vengeance
or.of grace. . o e S

1 thall thut up this difcourfle with an advice or
two, fuited to the prefent fituation of our coun-

try& Put yourfelves in & pofture of defence. We
do not certainly know the defigns of our enemies,
whether they intend immediately to improve the
adwantages they have' gained,: and over-run the
coyntry.;. or whether they will coriterit thémfelves
for thie'prefent to fecure the acquifitions they have
made, and to ravage and. plunder our families.
Bug we ought to provide- againft contingencies,
and prepare for the worft. ‘Therefore furnifh your-
felvés with arms and ammunirion, as well as their
profent fcatcity will allow. » You may. yer need
them for your own defence; or if - the enénty
fhould not niake inroads fo far into the“center of
the colony, your affiltance- may be neceflary for
the proteétian of our poor expofed brethren in the
remote weftern counties, that are fiable to their
babarities : For it is unresfonable that the 'whole
Burden of defending our frontiers (hould e upon

them. If you have a drop of Britifh Blood in your
veins, if you bave any thing of the fpirit of Men,’
or of Chriftians, exert yourfelves on this occafion. .
It now becomes you to be all Patriots, all Soldiers.
Your liberty,. you property, your religi¢n, your’
lifes, your all, are :ac flake: Your families,
yomx. pofterity call upon you to exert yourfelves,
and not deliver them up to flavery, to eruelty, to
fuperflition. Had you ever had thé ushappy ex-
R - F perience
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" periencs of @ Fremch governtienty—~a Fremth go
vernmentover Lroteftants,—a French governmest

- over.cenguered Proteftants,—overconquered Brss
sons, theig natural epemies ;, you would.be deeply
fenfible that alil thefe hleflinga are in danger ; and
go,q would ragher generoufly rifque your lives, or
¥y to thie remoteft parts of the earth,. than. fuffer
fuch ag iroa yoke to be revitred:about your nedks.
Therefore ¢ quit yowrfelves like men, be:flrang.’
T'he imprecation of the prophet, will fall upon.the

| moean, fueaking coward. ¢ Gurfed be the man that
€ keepeth back his fword from blood.’: Shall we
tamely refign fach 2 fleurithing, wide extended
country istg the mercilels hands of barbarity,
arhitrary power, and Popith fuperflition;? - Have
we. enjoyed the bleffings and privileges of . our
couniey, while i peace:; and {ball we abaadon it,
and leave it o thift for-itelf, - when in ;dswgert
Certainly fych focdid,, <ffeminate fouls are-une
srorthy of 3 place in any cauntry. ..Gan you bear.

the thoyght, that flavery (bondd clank her chaim
in this lind of.liberty.{ That the honfe.of Ged
thould be-made the temple of idols? ; That you:
fhould eotail -flavery, and idolatry upod gour

miferable. poflerity ? , Can you bear the thoughty
that Judiqn favages, and Fremch Pagifls, infamous:
all .the world- over- for treachery:and: tyraony,
thould. rule Protefeants and Britons, witha rod:
“of iron; and riot in thofe pofieffions, . for which:
-yon:have fweat aud.laboured ¢ if. you: have any
manply refentment within yon; det it kindle at.the
thought : Paffiox was mads for fuch an objolt;

“apd you' may lawfully indulgeit, Thecacof our
- country.ispo¢ yet defperase : *-In the name of the.
¢ Loxg, .we will, yet kifc -wp our banners s’ and

hope for {ugcels and vidbory. Butif s fpoiit of
prefumptiony oF, cowardice,: comtiaue o0 Judl a-
. IR TR :
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fleep, or vinman; the idhabitants; I'muaft give thee
up, O my country ! Such a fer of daftdrdly arey- -
tures are unworthy of fo happy a fpot on the
globe ; -and no-wonder if ‘their divellings fhound
caft them out. . - L Lo
- Ifany of you are frightned and intimidated from
- ventering your ‘lives for -your ¢ountry, becaufe
you are full of fears about your everlafting ftate,
and youn would defire to live longer, to-make: it
face 3 To fuch of you I wonld fay, Now you fird,
the bad.effedts of your former negligence. " Had
you ¢ given all diligence to make your calling and
¢ ele€tion fure,’ in times of peace and fafety; you
-wonid not probably be left in fuch pesplexity, in
the hour of difficuity. : You -have no other way
new, -but diligently improve the time you have:
And-if, after thorough. felf-examinstion you tan
entertain even trembling hopes of your preparatis
onfor.cternity, you may couragioufly venture;and
leave-the event to God. * Your cowardly defertion
of) the caufe of your country, and feeking to pro-
loag your life by that unlawfulmeaans, will not be
a2 likely way to remove-doubrts:and ‘fears. - You
wouid be elwiaysshiunted with » confeioufnefs of
guiles and - that would damp your fpirits, caft @
gloom over ydur mindy, and obfcure the evidences
of your Dopes. - ‘Forrvow tuz Parw or Dury,
wherever it leads ; for that wilt always prove-the
fafeft in the ifwe,- - - o
As for fuch of youasare really unprepared for

your {atter end, and juftly confcious of ie; I have
fandry things to fay to’you; and Oh! that' they
may fink deep into your hearts. (1.) How may
it hock you to think, that youw whohave lived {5
long in' the world, fhould want more time to
turn 10 God, and prepare’ for eterhity ? Alas?t
what have you dotic wittr:the ten, twenty, thirty,

e n > Fa or
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or ! fority "year§ that God'has given yeu: for thls
" -puspefe ? .Ahi are théy all gene, withour doing

:any of the great work you were fenc into the

«warld for ? Have they:all been wafted upon fin,
~ the fleth and the world, and facrificed to the

sdevil? Have you beén deftroying yourfelves all

-this- time - Qh:! Sirs, have I not told: you of

~this, but in vain? Have I not often warned yon
-of the. dangers of delaysin turniag to God? Will

you nqw at length believe me ? Oh ! will you now

‘conclude it high time for yau to refurn tp:God ?

:(2.) If thereafon why you defire to preferve ypur
:lives longer, be, that you may have time to turn

. «to God,.. and prepare for eternity, then you are

-carefully. improving the time you now have. It

:is avain pretence that you want more time for this,

Lif you-da pot u/e the time you bave. . Andareyou

-doing fo ?. :Are, you fecking the Lord in earnefi,
‘ahd-endeavoriring to repent.and turn to him 2 If

.BOf, yon only want time to [in longer, to purfue
the world and. your pleafures longer.- And can
.you expeft,God will indulge you in fuch a wicked -

.defire.?.; (3.) It is.-not the want of time but the

xwant .of a hears, thst keeps you unconverted.
:St. Paul was converted in three days, the Faylor

in a few hours, and St. Petesr’s hearers under one

fhort fermon;.and why may npt you hope for the

Jike blefling,.if . you exert, ypurfclyes in~eavrn‘eﬂ:-?
,.(4.) To excite you to this, let me try an argument
.ot two from,a new tapic.—It.is you aad fuch

. .fioners.as you, that have brought all thefe.cala- |

mities upon' the country s, Impenitent finners are

- the bane of fociety ; and bring down the wrath of
_.God upon it. Therefore if you would fave your
country,repent and be converted. What a cutting
thought may it-now be to you, ““ I am one of the
¢ guilty creatures for whom my country is now
7 A T fuf.
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% fufferirig 2 ¥~Confider alfd; if the things you
fear hould come upon you, how miferable would
you be ! ‘An.angry God above -you ! a withéring,
savaged country, an Aceldama,:a field of blood,
around you! a guilty confcience within'you t ‘arfd
a burning bell juft before-you ! Then you- will
borrow the: defpairing complaint. of Sau/,* Th&
¢ Phifs(tines aré upon:me, and .God is departed
¢ from me.”. ‘Then you will fee the ufe of: religi<
on, - and; bitterly lament . your: negle&t’ of fit;
Therefore now, make it your concern.: i 7" !
'\ 2. Let this be a Jeafon of prayer and fupplicati>
on among us. 1f God be.the fupreme King of our
counury, let us implore, ‘aind depend upon; 'his
proteétion. ¢ Should nata.people feek untd their
* God * 2 Prayer iis the languape of nature §n.
diftréfs 5 and.mén that had no other principlé to'
diweét them;  have fled to this refuge’; upon the
appearance of.-daunger. * “ Some-put their- tiuft in
- ¢ charidts, aid. fome in horfes 3> and our country
. has ne-doubteffended in purting their confidenicé
in a brave-general, in veteran foldiers,’ and a fine
- train. of .arsllery.;: and. whatis become of'them
all | Let us learn for 'the.future to put-our trult
- in the Lord of Hofts; and ¢ if he be on our fide,
¢ we need not fear what man‘ean do.* "His affift-
ance is to be obtained only in the way of prayer:
Therefore lift up your cries to him; keep your
fouls always in a praying pofture. And for your
encouragement, let me affure you, that ¢ the fer-
¢ vent prayer-of a righteous man,’ is ot ufelefs
breath pour’d out in the air, but ¢ availeth much.’
In this way the feeble and timerous, and even the
tender fex, may contribute to the defence of their
country, in fome retired and peaceful corner.
They may engage the God of heaven to become
S ‘ our

® Itaiah vili. 19.
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omr: afly§ and ¢ thro’ him we wil| be 2ble to puth
{.down our enemies ; thro’ bhis name will we tread
¢ -thiam. woder, .that rife wp againft us. > ' .. 7
. Finally ; do not indulge: exceffive defpondency
in .the prefent. difcouraging pofture of affairs.
What is yaur religion- good for, if it do not fup-

. . pant yqu in fucha rime as this? Do not difgrace

¥, by unmanly daftardly fears. Shew the world
that you:have a God to go to inyour difficulties)
and that_you can chearfuily live or di¢ under his
‘fhelter. 1 am folicitous for the behaviour. of my
countrymen in general, at this juncture: But [
muft: tell you, I am particularly {olicitous, that
you my brethren of the difRnters, {hould behave
with, honour aad fpirit; - and thew .yourfelves
worthy aof thofe privileges you enjoy, ahd of thefe
you cl2im.: Many of us havé taken the- Oaths to
his "Majelty’s -perfon and government; ‘and we
cannot, defert the caufe of our country, at this
time, without grofs perjury—But I fhall defift,
Your own hearts, I hape, fopply my defeéts, and
- fuggeft to you a thoufand coafiderations adapted.

ta the prefent cafe ;-and may God make.them pros

_ "_ Pﬁhh:liv.-s}
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W H I L E various rumours fpread abroad,
: And hold our feals in dread fufpence,
We fly to thee, our country’s. Gody. . ...,

" Our refuge is thy provsdence, . . 7.

B §
»

. ~.: :_. ;“‘ .-n_:; \ ) ‘ .‘...,. ’\t.-)j- .
This wildernefs fo bng untitld,
" An hideous wafte of barfen ’romgd,
Thy care has made a fruit ul)fela’l St 1w

A

With peace and plenty vichly crown'd,” .

m.

Thy gofpel fpreads an heavenly day, ,
Throughout this once binighted land,
4 lard once wild with beafls of prey,
By impious Heathen rites profan'd.

v

Thy gofpel, like a beavenly vine,

Its branches did begin'to fpread ;
Refrefb’d our fouls with Jacred wine,

-And fereen'd the fainting with its fbade.

W
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ﬂgﬁq’f té;/e Hqﬁng; nqzv‘remwg ?’ R L{i , 'v .

hall peace and plenty ﬂy a'way ?

The land thy care did thus improbe, -

W‘ it tlmu give up, aV:e&aIeﬁ prey g

RV TIVET
0 ! ‘mu/? we bid our G"ud adieu ?

" And muft thy go/pel take its ﬂngt E
Ob ! fball sur chiliren never view,

The 6eammg: oj tbat kaven{y Itgﬁt ?

"'w‘ hn . B R LU TL S BN AL

e L VII. : -f"’- L ‘-\

Lo

Forbid it Lord I 'w:té drms 0 :{
T Well hold thee faft, and the jbdlt /?d

s

"\

>

He'll cry while we ban(fﬂ or breath,'.

“ Our God, do not d‘cphrt away »

/

“.
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If brolry, gfarts amf ;Zequug eyes, ) ,, o

Can finll acceptarre at thy throne ;
Lo, here they ave ; this j)zmﬁre, e
leu wz’: accept tbra’ C/mﬁ h‘)’ Son’.
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