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A LETTER fiom the Rev. Mr. SoroMoxN
WiLriams of Lebanon totheRev.Mr.PriNcE
of Bofton,inclofing the Rev.Mr.DavExPorRT’S
humble and ingenuous Conression and RE-
TRACTATIONS.
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Reverend Sir,

THE enclos’d which comes open, you will fee is
a CoNFEssioN, and RETRACTATION, of
the Rev. Mr. JanmEes DAVENPORT ; which

he left with me Yefferday, and defir’d me to inclofe in

a Letter to you : praying that you would fee that it

is according to bis Defire forthwith publifh’d, and made

known in the moff open Manner. He defired me to
atlure you that the whole of the Paper, and every Inter-
line, was made and written with his own Hand. And
he is full, and free ini¥, and feems to be deeply [enfible
of bis Miﬁarri‘age:,' and - Mifcondu’? in thofe Particu-
lars, and wery defirous to do all be polfibly can to retreive
the Difhonour which he has done to Religion, and the In-
j4ftice tomany Miniflers of the Gofpel ; and in this as
well as any other Way to promote the Service of Re-
ligion, and prevent anyfurther Prejudices againt the

Work of God which he may have been theOccafion of

raifing or increafing. I muft needs fay for mv own

Part I defire to blefs God for that bumble, and Chrif-

- dian-like Temper he appears to be in; and can’t but

. worthy Brother and humble Servant,

>
.
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hope that God defigns to ufe him a3 an Infirument of
areater Service to the Honeur of Chrift, and the good
.t his Church. ] am Sir with great Refpe& your un-

Libanon, Auguft SoromoN WiLLIAMS,
2d. 1744
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The Rev, Mr. Davenporys’ )

Retraltations.

| LTHO’ I don’t queftion at all, but
A there 1s great Reafon to blefs God -for
a glorious and wonderful Work of -his
Power and Grace in the Edification of his Chil-
dren, and the CosvicZion and Converfion of Num-
bers in New-England, in the neighbouringGovern-
ments and feveral other Parts, within a few Years
paft ; and believe that the Lord hath favoured
me, tho’ moft unworthy, with feveral others of
his Servants, in granting {pecial Affiftance and
Succefs ; the Glory of all which be given to
Jenovan, to wham alone it belongs
Yec after frequent Meditation and Defiresthat
I might be enabled to apprchend Things juttly,
and, [ hope 1 may fay, mature Conﬁdc;anon 5
I am now fully convinced and perfuaded that
feveral Appendages to. this glorions Wark are no
effential Parts thereof, .but of a d:fferens and con-
trary Natutre ard Tendency ; wbhich Appendages
1 havc been in the Time 6f the Work very 1a-
duftrious in and inftrumental of pronioting, by
a mifguided Zeal :  being’ further much influen-

ced in the Affair by the fa{/? Spirit 3 which, un- -

obferved
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obferved by me, did (as I have been brought to{

fee fince) prompt me to wunjuft Apprebenfions
and.Mz/Z'onduii in feveral Articles ; which have
been great Blemithes to the Work of God, very
~grievous to fome of God’s Children, no lefs en-
Anaring and corrupting to others of them, a fad
- Means of many Perfons queftioning the Work
of God, concluding and appearing againtt it,
and of the hardening of Multitudes in thelr Sins,
and an awful Cccafion of the Enemies blafphc-
ming the right Ways of the Lord ; and withal
very offenfive to that God, before whom I would
lie in the Duft, proftrate in deep Humility and
Repentance on this Account, imploring Pardon
for theMediator’sSake, and thankfully accepting,
the Tokens thereofs .«

The Articies, which I efpecially refer to, and
would in the moft public Manner refragz, and
warn otbers againf?, are thefe which follow, viz.

I. The Method I us’d for a confiderable
Time, with Refpet to fome,'yea many Minifters
In {everalParts, in openly expofing fuchas I fear’d
or thought unconverted, in public Prayer or other-

ws /e : herein making my private Judgment, (in
whxch alfo I much fque& I was miftaken in fe-
veral Inftances, and I belicve alfo that my Judg-
ment concerning feveral; was. formed rathly and

-~ upon very flender Grounds.) 1 lay making my

private
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private Judgment, the Ground of public A&ions
orConduét ; offending,as I apprehend (altho’ in
the Time of itignorantly) againft the nintb Com-
mandment, and fuch other Paffages of Scripture,
as are fimilar ; yea, I may fay, offending againft
the Laws both of Juftice and Charity : Which
Laws were further broken,

II. By my advifing and urging to fuch Separa-
tions from thofe Minifters, whom 1 treated as
above, as I believe may juftly be called rath,un-
warrantable, and of fad and awfulTendency and
Confequence. And here I would afk the For-
givenefs of thofe Minifters, whom I have in-
jured in both thefe Articles.

III. T confefs I have been much led aftray by
following Impulfes or Impreflions as a Rule of
Conduct, whether they came with or without a
Text of Scripture ; and my negle&ing alfo duly
to obferve the Analogy of Scripture : 1am per-
fuaded this was a great Means of corrupting my
Experiences and carrying me off fr-m the Word
of God, and a great Handle, which the falfe
Spirit has made ufe of with Refpect to a Nuin-
ber, and me efpecially.

IV. I believe further that I have done much
Hurt to Religion by encouraging private Perfons
$0 a minifierial and autboritetice Kind or Method
of exbarting ; which is particularly obfervable in
many fueh being much puft up and falling into

the



the Snare of the Devil, while many others are

thus direétly prejudic’d againft the Work.

V. I have Reafon to be deeply humbled that
I have not been duly.careful to endeavour to re-
move or prevent Prejudice, (where I now {e-
lieve I might then have done it conliftently with

Duty) which appear ’d remarkable 1n the Me-

thod I practis’d, of Jinging with others in the
Streets 1n Socxeues frequently. A

I would .alfo penitently confefs and bewail my
great Stiffnefs 1n retaining thefe aforefaid Errors
a great while, and Unwdlmonefs to examine li-
to them with any Jealoufy of their beingErrors,
notwithftanding the friendly Counfels and Cau-
tions of real I riends, efpecially in the Miniftry.

- -Here may propesly be added a Paragraph or
two, taken out of a Letzer from me to Mr.Barber.
at Georgza s a irue Copy-of which I gave Confent
fhould be publif’d lately at Philadelpbia :
«....- T would add to what Brother 7----- hath
““ written on the awful Affair of Books and
Cloaths at New- London,which affordsGrounds
¢ of deep and lafting Humxhamon s 1 was to
¢ my Sharpe be it fpoLen, the Ringleader i
““ that borvid Aftion 3 | was, my dear Brother,

¢ under the powerful Influence of the fa{ﬂ’
¢ Spirit almoft one whaleDay together,and Part
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“ of feveral Days. The Lord hewed me after-
““ wards that the Spirit I was then acted by was
“ tn1’s Operanions void of true inward Peace,
“ laying the greatelt Stels on Externals, neglec-
““ ung the Ht:art full of lmpatience, ! Pride and
¢ Ariogancc . altho’ 1 thought in the Time of
““ 1t, that ’twas the Spirit “of God in an i igh
“ Degree ; awfui indeed ! my Body efpect a,l;
“ iny Leg much diforder’d at the fame Tlm

“ which Satan and my evil Heart misht make
“ jome Handle of.----”’

And now may the holy wife and good God,
be pleas’d to guard and fecure me againft fuch
Errors for the future, and ftop the Progrefls of
thofe, whether Minifters or People, who have
been corrupted by my Words or Example in
any of the above mention’dParticulars 5 and if it
be his holy Wiil, blefs this public Recantation to
this Purpofe.  And Oh'! may he grant withal,
that fuch as byReafon of the aforefaid Errors and
Mifcondust have entertained unhappy Prejudices
again{tChrittianity 1n general,or the late glorious
Wark ot Ged in particular, may by this Accourt
learn to diftinguith the dppendage from the Sub-
Sfance or Effence, that which 1s vilz and  edious

* 1thad the lorg Fever on me and the cankry Hu-
mour raging at once.
from



from that which is precious, glorious and divine, %+
and thus be ‘entirely and happily freed from all -
thofe Prejudices refer’d to, and this in infinite
Mercy through Jefus Chrift : and to thefe Re-
quefts may all God’s Children, whetherMinifters

or others fay, Amen.
Fuly 28. 1744. |
- fames Davenport.
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P.S. In as much as a Number, who have fal-
len in with and promoted the aforefaid Errors
and Mifcondu?,and are not alter’d in thcirMinds,
may be prqudic’d agaisit this Recantation, by a
Suppofition or Belnef that I cac - into it by
Reafon of Defertion or Dulnefs and Deadnefs in
Religion : It feems needful therefore to fignify,
what I hope I may fay without boafting, and
what I am able thro’ pure rich Grace to fpeak |
with Truth and Freedom ; that for fome Months |
in the Time of my coming to the abovefaid !
Conclufions and Retrafiations, and fince I have
come through Grace to them ; I have been fa-
voured a great Part of the Tlme with a fweet
Calm and Serenity of Soul and Reff in Ged, and
fometimes with fpecial and remarkable Refrefh-
ments of Soul, and thefe more free from corrupt

Mixtures than formerly : Glory to God alone.
. D.
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