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SERMON.

PHILIPPIANS 1. 17.

Fnowing that I am set for the defence of
the gospel.

ST. PAUL wrote this letter to the Philippi-
an converts, from the walls of a prison. But no pris-
on couid confine the energies of his mind, or repress
his zeal in his Masier’s cause. Nor did he regret the
severest personal sufferings, by which Christ was hon-
ored, and the progress of his gospel promoted. Such,
he assures his Philippian brethren, was the effect of
his imprisonment. It had spread the knowledge of
the gospel through the city of Rome, and even into
the palace of the Emperor. In addition, the Apos-
tle’s constaney and courage, amidst his afllictions, had
animated many others to come forth, and boldly de-
clare the word of God. Some, indeed, preached
Christ from a spirit of envy and opposition But oth-
ers engaged in the good work, from a sincere love-to
the hulcemer and his suffering Apostle—¢ knowing,’
savs he, ¢ that T am set for the defence of the g ospd i

In thesc comprchensive expressions, St. Paul an-
nounces the important and honorable character with
which he had himself been invested by the great Head
of the chureli. At the same lime, he places before us
ithe precise ofiice and dnty of every minister of Christ,
in every age.

The cubjeet, considered in this light, bears an obvi-
mis affinify to the great occasion on which we have as-
<embled this day.  In discussing it, L shall attempt a
¥ n('l statement,

Of what is implied in defending ihe Oosp(*]

H. Of sowe leading qluihhm.tums necessary ior iim

who s sel for the defence of the govpel.
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The zospel is & revelation of divine merey to maaii,
sonsidered as fallen from God, depraved, guilty and
wrelched. 1t announces a scheme of recovery from
this deplorable state, through the inecarnation, obedi-
ence and suflerings of Jesvs Christ, the only bco'ottcu
Son of Ged : and by the renewing and sanctif ving in-
fluence of the Holy Spmt It fleeh offers this w'ﬂ,
salvation o all to whom it comes : ana it mialhl)l\ SC-
cures its everiasting biessings to all who repent, and
believe in the Savior. This is the cospel which the
serij-tures reveal. which every Christian believes, and
wiieh every minister is ealled to defend.

This gospel militates with none of the great prinei-
P]m’s of natural religion. It neither subverts nor 1m-
pairs its oblizations.  On the contrary, it uniformly
recognises and confirms them.  But it presents a sys-
tem of doetrines and duties, perfectly distinet from ev-
ery thing which the light of nature discovers. or which
our fvebie faculties conld have explored. These are
ii:e topics which demand the principal attention of the
Ci-vistian preacher.  Oeccasionally, he may discuss and
vindicate the iruths of natural rehmmn. He may dis-
play the heing and perfections of (]'Od the ohlig cations
of man, tue diznity and advantages ofnltue. lnese
justrietions have their use ; and “did he address an as-
sembly of innacent heings, here he might step.  But
ke speaks to sinners.  He addresses those who have
lost their virtee, and the Tavor of their God 5 and who
need correspondent instrnetion.

Let it then he distinetly remarked, that it is the gos-
pel, as distingnished from the religion of nature 5 the
gospel, in its peculiar and ¢! haracteristic doetrines, du-
ties and motives : the gospel,as areligion jormnnm's
which 1t is the great duty of the C hmstlan minister to
defend.  In no othcr way, can he be faithful to his
Master, or fulfil his hig h commission. JIn no other
way, oa,Tl ke | un]w to lmpzut cssential and saving bene.
fit to the souls of men.

Mor is he less obligated to delend and inculeale the




whole gospel.  Difticult and selfdenying as is the task,
it must be performed.  Plausible and various as are
the temptatmus to an opposite course, they must he re-
sisted. 1t is the grand design of th(, m)spcl at large,

to humble Luman pudz,, and umntu:u't the strong cor-

ruptions of our fallen nature. Some of its doctrines
are more direetly and visibly levelled at the depraved
inciinations of men. These doetrines, we may be
tempied by a love of popularity and ease, and some-
tl'ncs. possibly, by a better feeling, to pass in silence ;
at least, to soften and qualify in the representation.—
But this would be treachery to Christ, and cruelly to
the souls of men. We must deelare these offensive,
but necessary and wholesome truths—plainly and
faithfully declare them—whatever it may cost our own
feelings, or those of others.

Various docirines of the gospel have heen drawnin-
to debate ; and by many. positively denied.  These
points, it has been somelimes thought, the preacher
siiould seldom or never introduce. Jmi where is the
authority for this strange opinion ?  And whither will
it conduct the minister who embraces it ? ¢ Shew
me,” says a sensible writer,® ¢ the question in relig-
¢ jon, oreven in common momls, about which learned
 men have not disagreed. Nay, shew me a single
¢ text of seripture, thOH"h ever so [,l.dn and preeise,
¢ which the perverseness or ingenuity of interpreters
¢ has not drawn into differ ont and even mnhmy
¢ meanings.”  Worthless and insipid indeed must be
that discourse which contains no truths that have not
been disputed. 1t may escape ecnsure. But it will
interest none. It will profit none. Tt will neither in-
struct the ignorant, nor alarm the careless, nor com-
fort the pious. |

Christianity has likewise its mysterics. Bat they
are mysteries of grace, of astonishing l)onmolmm‘, anil
unfathomable wisdom. T hey ave mvs(muw into which
angels desire to look. and which intimat ely coneern

* Bishop Hurd.
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all human beings.  They constituie at once the disiin-
suishing glovy of the gospel, and the broad, immova-
ble foundation of human hope. Nor are their morel
tendencies and effects unimportant. 'While they hum-
ble us in our own eyes, they impart sublimer views of
the love of God, and the Redeemer to our lost world.
They enhance our sense of the importance and value
of the gospel salvation. 'They furnish inexhanstihle
matter for our contemplation and wonder ; and mo.-
tives the most animating, to obedience and devotion.
In fine, they raise our desires and hearts to heaven,
that world of superior light, where the Christian will
comprehend, in a degree not now to be conceived,
¢ what is the breadth and length and depth and hmo‘ht”
of redeeming love, and be ¢ ﬁlled with all the fulnesc
 of God.”—Shall these mysteries be neglected in our
preaching, because some rash spirits (may Heaven in
its m Jstez'zous mercy pardon their error !) have brand-
cd them with the eharge of contr a(hctlon and absurdi-
ty? No. God forbid that in this respect, or In any
other, we should shun to declare the whole revealed
counsel of God, or show that we are ashamed of the
gospel of Christ !

But while we are bound to preaeh the gospel with-
out muiilation, we are not less bound to preach it with-
out mizxture. 'The Bible must he at once the guide
and the source of all our public instructions. \Vlth
the scripture let us speak ;5 and with the seripture let
us be silent.  OF the various forms of human pride,
that of being wise above what is written, is not the
least comumen, nor the least dangerous. A direr pes-
tilence has never infected the church of God, than the
ambition of constructing a new system of religion, orof
{founding a new sect. The rage for speculation and
novelty, even where it has not prowedcd to such ex-
tremes, has yet produced effests the most nndesirable.
Men who value themselves on their powers of reason-
ing, are prone to attach a greater importance to their
pvwn laboriously constructcd theories, than to the pluin
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truths of seripture. Nor is it unfrequent that these
peculiarities are maintained with greater earnestness,
than those cardinal doctrines of the gospel, which they
hold in common with others. But this is at best a
misapplication of zeal and talents. Be it ever remem-
bered, it is not a favorite theory of our own fabrica-
tion 5 nor is it the system of the most celebrated of di-
vines, ancient or modern, that we are to defend. Itis
the gospel of Christ.

Here the question arises : In what method, and by
~ what means, is the gospel to be defended >—Let me

-answer ;-

.In the first place, by a luminous and forcible state-
ment of the evidences of its truth and inspiration. 1
I have said, of its 7nspiration, as well as of its truth,
because, if true, it is unquestionably inspired ; and yet
some who have admitted its truth, have denied its in-
spiration. But in doing this, they do not merely incur
the charge of inconsistency. 'They virtually destroy
the foundations of our faith and hope. If the serip-
tures are not properly inspired, on what basis do we
build for eternity, but the testimony, the reasonings.
the conjectures, of men fallible like ourselves ? Orif
a part of the bible only 1s inspired, in what endless
perplexities are we involved ? Here, a suspected page
is expunged by the licentious hand of criticism. There.
by some daring sceptic, an obnoxious doctrine is re-
jected.—But I will not afflict the Christian’s heart, by
further tracing the horrid process. 'T'he book on which
we build our immortal hopes, defies these bold at.
tempts to undermine its credit.  Upon every leaf the
broad seal of Heaven is instamped. Infinite majesty,
infinite purity shine in every page. Without entering
minutely into the distinetion of suggestion and super-
intendency, as referring to the penmen of the sacred -
volume, we affirm with confidence, that all scripture
18 given by inspiration of God ; and is therefore wor-
thy of the unlimited confidence of man. This inspir-
allon, and consequent infallible truth of the seripture,
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it is the duty of those who ave set for the defence of
the gospel, to illustrate and confirm.

In ovder to this, we naturally recur to the evidence
arising from prophecy, and ils exact accomplishment,
and from miracles ; the former implying that the De-
ity has interposed by his omniscience, the latter, by
his omnipotence, to confirm the trath of his word.—
'The character of the penimen of seripture must be dis-
played ; the unequivoeal eviderces of candor and in-
tegrity which pervade their writings ; the utter im-
probability that they should either be themselves de-
ceived, or attempt to deceive the world ; and the ease
and certainty with which the trath would ultimately
be discovered.—The faithful preservation and convey-
ance of the seriptures, both of the Old and New Tes-
tament, must be established ; with the impossibility
that the former should be corrupted by the Jews ; and
the still more evident impossibility that the latter
should be corrupted by. Christians, by reason of the
variety of copies, of translations, of editions, and of
sects mutually and jealously Watchuw one another.

Most of all, must the ix*ernal evidenee of the T0S-
pel’s truth be (hsplayed and inculcated. 'T'his 1s the
species of evidence most adapted to every capacity.
'T'o every eandid, upright mind, it is, independently of
all other, convincing and conclusive. 'The delinea-
tion wluch the qulptum gives of the character and
perfections of God, of his law, and of the method of
human recovery and salv atlon-—-—the purc and sublime
virtue which it inculeates, and this by the most pow-
erful motives, and engaging examples—the enlivening
promises, and glorious prospects which it presents to
every true believer—the obvious tendency of the whole
to exalt God, and to humble man ; yet by humbling
to elevate him to the ncarest possible resemblance, and
ultimately to the full fruition, of the immaculate and
perfect Peity—in fine, the actual effect of this gospel,
wherever it has been embraced and obeyed, to purify,
velorm and elevate the character of individuals, {o
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suread harmony and peace through ecommunities, to
sirengthen the ties which bind man to man, to banish
the prineipal evils which afllict human society, and to
m:ike nations wise, great and happy—these are se
many strong and undeniable proefs that the gospel
came direct from heaven, and that none but God can
Le its author.

Further ; the gospel is to be defended by a clear and
distinet exhlbitmn of its doctrines. 'This is an impor-
tant part of the minister’s duty. If, ou this point, we
are unfaithful, or materially defective, our labor in es-

tablishing the general trath of Christianity, is in great

measure lost. Little benefit will our hearers derl\e
from knowing that the gospel is a divine and inspired
system of 1011" icn. In order to be sanctified and sav-
ed by it, they “must embrace its doctrines.  And these
m)ctrmes, to be embraced, must be exhibited in a dis-
tinet and lueid miasuer. Thus exhibited, they carry
with them their own evidence. They are seen in their
own unborrowed and unclouded light. Let us nof
then, while defending the outworks of Christianity, be
chargeable with giving up the eitadel. While vindi-
mtmg the div lmfy of the ¢ gospel, let us not deny or ex-
plain away the doetrines which compose it.  Let us
exhibit them in their seriptural simplieity, and scrip-
taral evidence. 'I'hat minister best defends the gos-
pel, who gives the clearest statement, and most pow-
erful vindication, of the truths of which it eonsists.

In order to a complete and sueeessful defence of the
cospel, it is likewise necessary to refute the objections
which arc raised, either against the truth of the sys-
tem at large, or against its particular docirines. It
has been remarked that the most effectual method to
explode errvor, is o establish trath. 'T'he remark,
though just and important, may require some limita.-
tion. 'There are cases in which more is neeessary,
than the slmplc exhibition of truth. When, in a reli-
gious community, the spirit of scepticism prevails ;

5
when errors ave publicly broached and maintained,

B
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whieb strike at the root of seriptural truth, and of vi-
tal piety, it is time for him who is' .fetfor ﬂf,e defence
of tle wospel, to take the alarm. ‘Ther, faithfulness
to Christ, to his sacred office, to the Church, to the
sculs of men, summon him to the field. Then, armed
vith the panoply of God, Laving on.tke breastplate of
righteousness, his loins girt about with truth, his feet
shod iwith the preparation of the gospel of peace, tak-
ing iie shield of fuith, the }felmet of s_alvfttmn, and t.he
sicord of the Spirit, which 18 tlz.e ‘lt,‘(.}):(l of God, let him
go forth to the holy war. Let him faithfully, and cour-
ageously, and perseveringly oppose whaiever opposes
the truth of God, the purity of religion, and the salva-
tion of men.

Kinally ; one of the most eifectual methods of de-
fending the gospel, 1s to adorn it 5 that 1s to say, by
breathing its spirit, by exhibiting its fruiis, and by em-
bodying its maxims and precepts in the life and de-
portment. There is something in a pious example,
not only engaging but commanding. It speaks elo-
quently and aloud, in hehalf of God, of religion, of the
zospel. 1t is wonderfuily caiculated io convinee gain-
sayers, to put to silence the ignorance of foolish men,
and secure 2 testimony favorable to the truth, in the
conscience of every human being. In this way. not
only the minister, but the private Christian, even of the
humblest grade in Intellect or station, may contribute
substantial and important defenee to the gospel. ¢ A
“ holy life,”” says one, ¢“1s a most persuasive sermon ;
¢ expressed too in a langunage which men of all nations
¢ cqually understand. It even explains what other
¢ scrmons mean, instead of needing to be explained by
“ them.”  Happy the Christian, and the Chrisiian
minister, who is enabled ¢“by manifestation of the
“ truth,”” in this form, ¢ to commend himself to every
* man’s conscience in the sight of God.”

Such, my hearers, arc some of the principal things
implied in defending the gospel.  Let us now suggest
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some leading qualifications necessary for him who is
set for its defence.

1t is most obvious that a prime and essential requi-
gite for such an one, is, a clear understunding of the
gospel he is called to defend.  Anuntaught teacher is
one of the grossest of selicisms. This, in all other ca-
ses, excepting religion, 1s generally seen and confes-
sed. Why it should be thought by any that the oftice
of a Christian minister demands little or no previous
preparation, is truly unaccountable. How can he teach
what he has never learned ? How ean he explain those
scriptures to others, which he has himself never stud-
1ed and familiarized ¥ How can he vindicate them by
arguments which he has never revolved 7 How ean he
refute objections which never so much as met his
thoughts *—The iujunction of the Apostle Paul to
Timothy, was, to give attention to reading, as well as
to exhortation and doctrine. ¢ Meditate,” says he,
¢ upon these things : give thyselfwholly to them ; that
¢ thy profiting may appear to all.”  With what weight
should these counsels sink inte the heart of ev CTY min-
ister, and of every candidate for the holy office ! He
should seek a profound and extensive acquaintance
with the evidences of the inspiration of the bible ; with
its doclrines, its histories, its prophecies, its precepts,
its examples, its promises and threatenings. He should
compare seripture with seripture. He should investi-
cate the harmony and connexion between the law and
the gospel. And if it is not absolutely essential, it is
yet highly desirable, that he should repair to the foun-
tain of divine knowledge, and read the scriptures in
their original languages.  Itis likewise important that
he possess some acquaintanee with literature and gen-
eral science 3 with natural and moral philesophy, with
history chmnology and geography, with poetry and
cutluam. T'hese, with other branches of seienee,have
a more intimate connexion with a comprehensive and
aceurate knowledge of the seriptures, than is general-
ly imagined. Haow olvious is i, even from Hus slanee
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at the subjeci. that a minister must he a man of apnit.
cation ; a sedulous improver of time ! How absurd the
idea entertained by many. that his is a life of ease !
¢ T do not envy.”” says a distinguished layman.® +- 2
¢ clergyman’s life, as an casy life : nordo L envy that
¢ clergvman who makes it an easy life.”’

Another qualification. not less essential. in him whe
is set for the defence of the zospel. is a cordial aftach-
ment and love to it.  Nothing but this can securve Lis
fidelity to Christ.  Nothing but this can stamp bim =z
genuine minister of the gospel. “'iflm-ltthis'. be may.
it is admitted. appear in defence of the truth., while ti:s
trath is in fashion.  But when the popular gale shafis,
he will too probably betray his {rust, and his Master.
Indeed, a graceless. mcl'o’muq minister 1s one of the

most “‘ll'li\' and wrefehed of human beinzs.  He is
constantly acting an assumed part. His sermans, Lis
prayers. his exhortations. must be cither perfecliy ecold
and lifeless. or else a continual contradiction an:l re-
proach to all that passes in his own breast.  Nor ean
lt be expected, but that in some unguarded hour. the

mask will drop, and his hypocrisy appear to the sur-
rounding world.  What a fatal gratification is thus
given to the wicked ¥ What iieart-felt grief to thie pi-
ous ! What a deep wound is inflicted in the gospel and
religion of Christ !

In him who aefends the gospel, an 7aflexible con-
stancy and resolulion are likewise necessary. The
distinguishing doctrines of revelation, tlmu"h in their
dhpt‘.(?i most kind and merciful, have ever e\uwd the
emmity of the human hearf, and ever will. A< (he
preacher stands in the forefront of the battle, he musi
cf course hreast the principal shock of this enmity.—
Bat open violence and perseention, painful as they are,
do rot constitute the principal, raueh less {he onh (i
al of his constaney.  The world that lics in wicked.
ness has its blandishments and seductions. which are
«till more dangerous.  To resist and conquer these,

“ T3r. Johinsomn.
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requires the spirit of 2 martyr. Some, possibly, who
could have gone to the stake, for Christ and his trath,
have been seduced from their fidelity by the syren
charms of fashion and false philosophy. Highly fav-
ored is that minister wheo. in the view of every species
of temptation, can honestly say, ¢ None of these things
“ move me ; neither count I my life dear to myself, so
¢ that I may finish my course with joy, and the minis-
“ {rv which I bave received of the Lord Jesus, to tes-
“ tify the gospel of the grace of God.”

With this forlitude, should be combined a spirit of
meekness and humility. 'The true Christian minister
1s as distant from bigotry and ferocity, as from tameness
and cowardice. To be bigotied in defence of heaven-
ly trnth and love ; to be contentious, in support of the
peaceful religion of Jesus, is most incongruous and ab-
surd. Christianity needs no such aid as this. By such
defeanders, her cause is but weakened. Such weapons
will ultimately recoil upon her own vitals. ¢ 'The wis-
¢ dom which 1s from above, is”” not only ¢ pure,” but
¢* peaccable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy
¢ and good fruits, without partiality, and without hy-
¢ pocrisy.” ¢'The servant of theLord must not strive,
¢ but be gentle to all men, apt to teach, patient ; in
‘ meekness Instructing those that oppese themselves ;
¢ if God peradventure will give them repentance, to
¢ the acknowledging of the truth.” While we are
careful that the system we defend, is our JMaster’s and
not our own ; we should be not less careful to defend
1t in his spoif, and not in our own.  All our zeal for
truth should be prompted by love, and regulated by
knowledge, and chastened by prudence, and restrained
by Christian decorum. Allenroppesitiontoerrorshould
be mingled with sincere bencevolence and compassion {0

ic erroncous.  Instead of calling for fire from heaven,
to consume the encmies of God, or our own enemics. we
should, if possible, cxhn"'mwh the anzry flame, v.hcw
it may be already ]und.e(l and tlucatuun" to spread
desolation through the Church, and the L.ommumt) :
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How highly respousible then isthe office of the Chris-
tian minister ! How various, how interesting, how ar-
duous his duties ! Of these duties, we ]m\c viewed
a part oniy. Yet who but must see that even here,
there is ample scope for all the energies of his mind,
and all the best affections of his heart ? When to tlus
we add the everlasiing consequences, not - uly to him-
self, but to bundreds, perhaps thousands of immortal
beings around him—consequences mdescubably hap-
py or miscrable, the contemplation is almost over-
whelming. Still, my reverend Fathers and Brethren,
let us llOt db%pOIl(l We serve a kind and glo] ous
Master. He knows our labors, our trials, our dis-
couragements, our insufficiency. And, animating
thought ! 1f he sees us sincere and faithful, he pardons
all our numberless defects, and will transcendently re-
ward our feeble efforts. He has promised too, that
his grace shall be sufficient for us, and his strength
made perfect in our weakness. Letusthen gird up our
loins, and apply with new ardor to our work. Letus
stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, striving togeth-
er for the faith of the gospel. 1In a day w hen sccptt-
cism and infidelity stalk abroad ; when error attempts
to propagate itself by new arts and efforts, let us be
neither dismayed, nor inactive. Let us contend ear-
nestly and courageously, though meekly, for the fuith
once delivered to the saints. Let us have no concern,
but to be true to our Master, and stand approved by
his all-seeing eye. Behold, he comes quickly, and his
reward is with him.  Let us be fuithful unto death, and
we shall receive from his beloved haud the ciown of
rmmortal life.

1 now address myself to the Pastor elect.
My DeAr Sir,

You have already been indulged the honor of go-
ing forth in the name of Jesus ( lmst to declare his
tr uth, and proclaim the invitations of hlS mercy. Doubt.
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less you have deeply felt the magnitade of the work,
and the vast importance of heing found faithful. But
this day, a new scene opens before you. You are to
be solemnly and publicly set for the defence of the gos-
pel.  You are to be intrusted with all the powers and
duties of a Christian minister. You are to receive the
charge of this people, already dear to your heart ; and
to consecrate your life and labors to the service of thelr
souls. No transaction could be more momentous.—
Never, until you stand before the Judge of all, will
yvou know a more interesting moment than the present.
Now then raise your heart to the God of heaven 5 and
feeling that his omniscient eye beholds you, make a
solemn and everlasting surrender of yourseif to his he-
ly service. Know likewise, that if you are sincere in
this act of self-dedication, you are accepted, and may
hope to become a humble and honored instrument
of promoiing your divine Masier’s cause. See then,
my brother, that your aims be simple and pure. and all
your nmtlves heav enly. Lose every other ohject in
the sublime object of o'lomf\ ing God, and doing good
to man. And as you would wish vour life {o be emi-
nenth useful, let 1t be eminently alife of faith. of pray-
v, of watchfulness, and of exertion.

l he cirenmstances in which you commence your
ministry, render it speelally important that yon be
wholly devoted to the studies and duties of your office.
Lt personal improvement be your constant aim.  Nor
let a day pass without adding something to your stock
of divine knowledge.

In regard to your preaching, let your first concern
be, that it be seripturel.  Let it exhibit gospel traths.
sup')mtul by "'()spvl arsuments, and ineuieated s oa
eospel spirit.  Sueh are the msiruetions, and such a-
lone, on which you may warrantably implore and ex-
peet the divine blessing. |

You will likewise he solicitous that vour zisi?y, and
all your interconese with your beloved floek, may bhe
instruetive and edifying.  Let your habitual tempes




16

and deportment, wherever you are, witness to all a-
vound, that you are sincere and ardent in the sacred
ause of religion.  And let your Master’s motto be
vour own : “ I must work the works of Him that sent
¢ me, wiile it 1s day : the night cometh, in which no
¢“ man can work.”

Hiiherto, your heart must have heen much comfort-
cd by the affection and unanimity of this people ; and
still more, by the precious tokens of a divine blessing
on your early labors among them. May these drops
of mercy prove a prelude to a copious and widely ex-
tended shower of divine influences '—May you, my
dear dir, be wise to win souls ! May you happily at-
tzin the best and noblest of human characters—that of
an able and faithfal minister of Jesus Christ ! And,
Laving successfully promoted his glorious cause on
arth, may you receilve a late and large reward in his
cverlasting kingdom !

BreTiirENy AxDp Frievps oF THis CurisTiax SociETY
b

WEe adore the Authorof all good, in your be.
half, that hie has Kindly remembered your destitute
state.  'We rejoice that, instead of being scattered on
‘e mountains, as sheep without a shep! *;ud you have
heen led thus early, and with sech unusnal harmony.
to seek a renewed enjoyment of the gospel, in its stat-
ed ministrations.  In the strong expressions of your

regard and aflection to this ffu'm'cd voung man, we
h pe we pereeive a token for good. Nor can we be
sutiiciently thankful for the cndcncc alrcady afforded,
that his cfforts to promoie your salvation have been
crowned with some suceess.

T'lic moment is now arrived when you are to see him
solemnly constituted a minister of Jesus Christ, and
venr Pastor.  Receive him, beloved brethren, in these
tuteresting chavacters, with new seolemnity, and with
new affeetion.  We trust he witl approve himsell an
mstruetive preacher, and a faith{ul defender of the gos-
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pel.  What then must be your cbligations 7 What
vour high responsibility 7 What the momentous con-
sequences of this day’s traunsactions 7 Kternity, and
eternity alone ean declare. Guard, I adjure you, a-
gainst the common, but fatal inconsisteney of loving the
messenger, and rejecting the messege—of commend-

g ﬂospd Scrmons, and trampling on gospel truths,
invitations and warnings. Often reflect on that tremen-
dous,zlorious day when ministers and people will stand
together, before the tribunal of God. ~ And by all that
is saued, and Interesting, and dear, be enfreated to pre-
pare to meet the Judge of quick and dead.

BrroLp, HE COMETH WITiI CcLOUBS ! and EVERY
EYE SHALL SeE 1M !—Yes, my fellow-moztals of this
oreat assembly ;5 he whom we now preach as your
Savior, will shortly be revealed as your Jupce. O
tien, seize the moments of merey.  DBow to the seep-
tre of eternal grace. DBe reeonciled to God through
Jesus Christ. l‘hm when the wicked shall ery to the
rocks and mountains to conceal them from the wrath
of the Laxys, you shall hift up your heads with joy,
knowing that your redemption is nigh.

AMEN.



Mz EASTMAN’S

REPLY TO THE RENEWAL OF THE CHURCH’S CALL.
PUBLISHED BY REQUEST.

MY DEAR BRETHREN,

WHILE I rise to answer the iuvitation whieh you have re-
newedly made, emotions of a solemn nature impress me.

Unable of myself to do any 2ood thing; too prone to indifference
in the things of religion ; frequently eold in the cause of Jehoval,
T tremble at the thought of taking the priest’s office upon me. But
I losk to you, my brethren, for your coursel,and your prayers! 1
look to you with earnest desires that you would entreat the “ Fa-
ther of mereies,” that I may be faithful. O pray the ¢ God of ar-
mies,”” that I may, ¢ fike a polished shaft in his quiver,” be suc-
cessfully used in putting to flight the enemies of truth, and in baf-
fling the assaults of error.

And while conscious that I have reason to view myself as ¢ the
least of all saints,” and as greatly deficient in those qualifications
which are necessary to constitute 2 minister useful, I look to the
glorious Redeemer, and there I behold a sufficiency. On him I de-
sire to lean for support and assistance. For of this I feel confi-
dent, that he at whose command the waves were still, diseases de-
parted, and the dead arose, can warm the heart, enlighten the un-
derstanding, and bless the labours of the most feeble. He
whoin the Apostle deseribes as ¢ saving those who believe by the
foolishuess of preaching,” ean arm a single remark in the most de-
ficient sermon, with the omnipotence of grace, and make it instru.
mental of « saving a soul from death.”

And I should be guilty of injustice, were I not to remark, at this
time, that the spirit of benevolence which appears predominant in
this place, and the harmony which prevails in this society, and
which has been repeatedly expressed in both church and parish,
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have had their influence in the decision whichl have made, De.-
siring that this unanimity may continue, and that my uscfulness
may equal your wishes, I accept vour invitation.

And it surely becomes us, my brethren, to plead with the Al-
mighty Creator of heaven and carth, that he would enable us to
live a life of piety and devotion. 1t heeomes us to pray for as-
sistance and direetion in every duty—in every undertaking.—And
let us continually reflect that the eyes of the omniseient God are
upon us. Let us eonsider that he who died to save us, is soon to
be ur Judge—our every sin is open before him, and is recorded
against us as soon as committed.—Let this thought induece us to
live as we should wish, if the glorious Redeemer himself were
now present in the body, beholding all we do.—"Thus, and only
thus, shall we have reason to hope for a foretaste of happiness

here, and for the full fruition of heaven itself hereafter.



THE CHARGE,

BY JAMES MILTIMORLE,
PASTOR OF THE FOURTH CHURCH OF CHRIST IN NXEWBURY.

CHRISTIAN BRKETHREN AND FRIENDS,

THE transaciion you have now witnessed is very solemn, in-
teresting and importa nt. Inthe presence of Gop, Anwels and men,
our ieloved brotlier has been pubhiely inducted into “he pastoral
oftice, aceording te the usage of C hristendom,and in conformity to
the senius of the Christian ¢ n~pcnsatwn.

in ordaining pastors in the Churches, intelligent Ckristians
have plesc:'ved a saered respeet to Apostolie praclxce, 1 transac-
tions most nca;lv resembling it.  Thus, the investiture of mcn in
the office of the Christian min stn. is performed Ly prayer, and
Iayving on the hauds of the Preshytery. Simeon, and Lucius, and
Manaen, faithful teachers in tie Chureh of Antioch, laid their
kands on Barnabas and Saul, and separated them, to the saeired
oftice.

t was at the eommand of tie Tri-une Gud that the primitive
ministers of tlie gospel were separzhe:l to the werk. whereunto the
Lord Lad called them. And, In the nanic of Ged the Fuihcz', irom
whem cometh dowa every g :od and pv.,ut gift—In the name of
God the Son, ile adorshic Lxmv ef Zion, and head over all things
for his Chureh ;s and il ie name of the Holy Ghest, the auilior
of all goed in the heart of every minister—We, the : ambassadors,
the servants, the ministers of Jesus Christ, by prayer, and the impo-
sition of our Lands, Li.ve separated vou, Jacor Werp East MAN,
to the .‘.3‘101 ius Gospel of the blessed Gad, ordaining yoit a Minister
of the New- I'Csnment, and Pastor of the Llu.rch and religious
Society in this place.

The office, my brother, into which you are now inducted. is no-
ble and momentous ; and your characier is saered and interesting.
—You arc by proi’essmn a Miniser of Jesus—an Ambassador {or
Christ—a Leador of the people—a Shepherd in dsracl.  Saered
chiaracter indeed! high and honorable office ! The task devolved
on you to-day, is zxeat and arduous ; your w ork 1s vast and niter-
csting, and your demeanor therein ul universal and everlasting
eomernment You are now, under God, the steward of the myste-
ries of Christ, and, in somc sense, the guardiun of ihe best. the
everlasting ‘nterests of this dear ]wnp!(* If, then, you shouid ig-
norantly mismanage, or induicntly negleet the iriust repesed in you,




the souls now commilfed to your charge, niay not ouly Lo injured.
but everlastingly ruined.  But if you are disereet and aetive—:¥
vou are wise and faithful, ven may turn many to Gad, ad shine
as a star in the finrmament of rizhteousness forever. Ii’ these re-
marks are just, you will, we doulit not, adnit that 1t is praper yua
Le now : dz.m,ushed and exhorted to the faithiul discharze of min-
isterial duty. \nd the Ecelesiastieal Couueil convened in this
house, has required. not iliat I corimand you as a master, but, that
as a brether I address io yen the exhertaticns of this solemn
oceasion.

In the presence of the great, the ali-pervading, the ali-szeing
God, whe 15 dssure"l) in this house to- d‘n-—m the presence of
the ho|) Angeis, who doubtless witness the transaetions of this iu-
teresting seene, and before this assembly, we affectionately exhort
and adiure you, ¢ () man of God,” T’ ake heed 1o yours h, and {o
the m istry w hich you have reeeived of the Lord, ‘that you fuifil .

It is in a confident persuasion, my brothesr, that vour Leurt is
right with our heart, that we have now taken you up with us, in-
10 “the chariot of the ey erlasting gospel. € Sir, defraud us not of
our hep~. . Disappoint not eur cont-de'ice. But waich wisely in
all thm .. “ Do the work of ar evangelist.  Shew vourself ap-
proved o (md a workman that reedeth net (o he ashumed, uz!.z
iy dividing the word of truth. 3iake ful! prool ef your minis-
11.}:.?7

In the discharge of official duty, we exhort you, give atiendanes
to reading, to exhortation an ldoctrine. Preach the guspel, the
clorious ¢ ..U“i‘c,. oi the bles w'l tied.  In so doing you v vill preach

( brist the power ol God, azd the wisdom of God fo salvatien.—
Vou are cmen. . my dear =ir, on the seenes of munisterial daiy,
zi a time peushariy critieal and tr\mg 'n the ene hand, you be-

Lou! mien earried away with the pride of human seience, rclmm'r
to sacrifice their own ignoranee, to the perfeet m(dn'?en" »ang
wisdom of God. On the other hand vou behold infidels. more mer-
ciless than the wreteh that would rob vou of your daily bread,
combining their influence, (o wrest irom you the whole '-w;.J ni
your ml\atmn. At such a time, all whe sustain the saered eliar-
aeter, but especially young inisters of the gospel. may be tempt-
cd to seek popu!m applause, and eourt the favor of the as pirtis
rationalist and the proud philesopher.  But we hope better th SHES
of yeu, my birother.  We trust, Sir, you will never blush {o he on
ddwmtv with your fellow-men, in hehalf of the Divine Jesus, the
adorahle Savior of fallen soule. Bat, when you  deseant nu the
heauty of virtue, you wiil permit no hcawr fo insinuate, that you
Liad nothing 1o say in behalf of the exceliency of Jesus Christ.—
When you ple vad with fervent zeal, for rightcousness, temper-
ance and judgment, let no one sy that the weighty matters ef
the law, love “and hope, and ialth in God the Savior. are seidom

or never your subjeets.



22

-~/

Being alloved of God {o be put in trost wiil the gespel. speak:,
not as plca:mu; men, but God, who tricth the heart.  Shan not 19
declare the whole cosnsel of God.  Preach the seud humblisn:,
soul quickening truths of the zospel, however the sinful world
may despise lhem Open the glories of God’s everlasting coven-
ant.  Display the triumphs of hlccdm:. saving fove. hxlu.m the
excellencies of onr Jmmanuel, and propagate, what the world calls,
the absurd doctrines of the eross. ‘Thus you wiil break to immaor-
tal hearers the bread of fife. 'Thus vou will fred the children in
your Father's famiiy. with eelestial food.  Thus you will s:tisfy
ransomed sullls with hidden manna, descending from God out of
Heaven.

The duties of your oflice, yon know, are arduous and toiisome.
Oue thiuz, however, is happily caleulated to earry you throuzh
them w nlh facility and pleasure. It is that pcrsmml pu-l\ w Iudl
must always constitute the distinetive character of a zood minis-
ter of Jesus Christ.  Cultivate then, Dear Sir. a more pure, near,
and spiritaal acquamtanee with Christ. and the power of the gos-
pel vourself. \h,d\ te feel upan vour own heart the importance,
the sweetness. and the enc rey of the truths vou deliver to others.
Attend to the staic of retigion in vour own soul. Live near to God.
Be Larinless as the stes \dl‘(l of God : be sober. just, holy. l('mpcr-
ate. a lever of hespitality, a lover of good men.  In all thing;
shew vaurself a p:ll“‘l‘ll of zood werks. that the ministry be not
blamed. Thus SIVE Yourse lf O 1wan of God, to the duties of your
higa vocation, and \u'x witl zo through them with mcrcasm-' de-
h"lli and with h.nmn effeet.

Administer the ordinaiices of Ciirist, with fidelify and wisdon,
to all whe have a seriptural right to them. Rule in the house of
trod, with impartiality and diseretion. Intradace others. wiien
calle d. into the evangelical mimisiry, with cavtion and solemnity.
Commit the sacred oilice only to wize and faithfu! men, able and
wiiling to teach souls the way of salvation.

I said before : I repeat it now : The duties of your office are
ardaons, diy ersified and toilsome. T hey relate to “the souis, the
precisus souls of men——Souls mfinitely more valuable than mil-
lions of worlds. My brother, the precious souls of this dear peo-
?h- are now commiticd to YOur eare. Some of them 1t 1s your du-
1v to arouse and awaken ; others you must encouraze and ‘comfort.
The vomist all be admonished and instructed. How ardusas and
nz:pmuml the task ! How awful your responsibility ' But this
s onot all.  Yau mast he sm'fularl\ favored indeed, 1f vou meet
with no severe trials and .1"]1('(1«-'15. You need not expeet exemp-
tion {ror 1 conflie Is, stflerings and nppnsl!mns. Ir carrying the tri-
mn'zhs of ilie Hedeemer's eress, into the ('mpm, of urlusmn and

rine, voit iust expeet to meet with fierce resistance, from every
im of God and man.  The prince el the power ol thy qr. s en-
swjntors in this world. and his allics in the human heart, wiil com-




hine to oppose your kind designs. ‘But let your eye be immutably
fixed on the standard of the cross—I‘ollow with undiverted steps
the Captain of your salvation ;—And, ¢ Let none of these things
move you, neither aceount your life dear to you, so that you may
finish your course with joy, and the ministry which yvou have re-
ceived of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of
God.”?

‘Lhis charge, I give you, Sir, in the sight of God who quicken-
eth all things, and before Jesus Christ, who in the presenee of
Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession, 'That thou keep this
commaadment without spot, unrcbukable, until the appearing of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to pre-
sent yon faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding
joy 5 To the ouly wise God our Saviour, be glery and majesty, do-
minion and power, both now and ever.

AMEN.
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NOTE.

The oiher exercises were performed hy the following Ministers :
Right Hand of Fellowship, by the Rev. Josiiva Dobge, of Hav-
erhill* ; 'Introductory Prayer, by the Rev. Isaac Toxrxixs, of
Haverhill 5 Consecrating Prayer, by the Rev. WiLriay Morri-
sox, of Londonderry, N. H. ;: Coneluding Prayer, hy the Rev.
Isaac Brayay, of Rowley.

* Mr. Rordre was prevented by indiznasitinn frem oivies his performencea 1o fhie prese



