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The chamber whers the good man meets his fate,
1s privileg’d beyond the common walk
Of virtuous life—quite in the verge of heav'a,
Fly, veprofane ! 1f not draw near with awes
— A doath-bed ’s a dete@er of the heart., -
.— Here real and apparent are the fame,
“Vou {ce the man ; vou fez bis hold on heav'n,
\f {ound his virtue, =
Heav'n waits not the laft moment ; owns her frieads
QOn this fidcdeath: and points them out to men :
A lccture Glent, but of fovereign power !
‘To vice, confusion ! and to virtue, peacel
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FUNERAL SERMON.

PSALM XXXVii, 37.

MARK THE PERFECT MAN, AND BEHOLD THE UP-

RIGHT : FOR THE END OF THAT MAN I8
PEACE.

SCARCE any principle is more univer{--
al, or more uniformly operative in mankind, than the
propenfity to mitation : a principle in itfelf neither
virtuous nor vitious ; and receiving its moral com-
plexion from the nature and qualities of the objectto
which it is direted. Our degeneracy indeed has
rendered us far more fufceptible of impreffions from
wrong and dangerous objeéts, than from fuch as are
exceilent and falutary : far more prone to be feduc-
ed by the imaginary charms of vice, than allured by
the real and venerable attractions of holinefs. Nor
{hall we ever {uitably feel the influence of the latter,
butin confequence of a new moral talte imparted by
Him whofe prerogative it isto reform and regenerate
his depraved offspring. Seill, as there is a conici-
ence within us, which if indulged a fair hearing, will
generally give an impartial verdift refpefting our
own conduct ; fo we are equally capable of receiv-
ing delight or difguft, of feeling fentiments of ftrong
approbation or averfion, in contemplating the charac-
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ters and ations of others. And Heaven has fo or-
dered it, that thefe contemplations, with ghe fenfibiii-
ties they excite, have a powerful infivence, in form-
ing our own moral features. The obfervation of
every day may convince us hcw extenfively pernici-
ous and dcp:a‘zin% 1s the example of a fingle bad
man; efpecially if by genius or learning, by wealth
ar power, he be placed on an eminence which invites
notice, and attralts admiration. Nor are the reafons
lefs forcible, (though the occafions may be, alas ! lefs
frequen:) of remarking what important aid is con-
tributed to the caufe of religion by a fingle Chriftian,
unpofiefsed perhaps of any of the advantages juft
- mentioned, but exhibiting the power, the fpirit, the
attractive charms of humble piety. What refiftlefs
convicion does fuch an example impart to all around,
that religion is a reality, and not a delufion! What
majeftic and commanding reproof to bold tran{grefs-
ors ! What inftruction ta the errtng ! What confirm-
ation to the wavering ! What ¢omi{crt and determin-
ed courage to the fincere!

May 1t rot, my brethren, be even fuppoled, that
could we take a near view of the real charatter and
feelings both of the righteous and the wicked, with
their refpective happincfs and mifery, in life, in death,
and after death—and keep our minds habitually and
deeply imprefled with thefe things; we fhould be
furnifhed with arguments almoft 1rrefiftible, to de-
termine our choice and conduét on the fide of relig-
ion? _

Te accompsifh this great point, by thefe very
means, 1s the aim of the infpired writer 1n the Pfalm
before us : a Pfalm which, as Mr. Henry obferves,
is ““ an expofition of fome of the hardeft chapters in
the book of providence ; the advancement of the
wicked, and the difgrace of the righteous.” Thefe
difficulties, formidable at their firft appearance, the
pialoutt folves at once, by 2 defcription of the real

defermity




5

deformity and bafenefsinfeparable from fin, and from
finners in their-higheft elevations ; and of the true
dignity and comfort uniformly attached to the child-
ren of God, amid all their prefent humiliations—to-~
gether with the-correfpondent mifery of the ons, and
felicity of the other, in the future world. In this
connexion is introduced the impreflive admonition of
the text : Mark the perfel man, and bebold the up-
right : for the end of that man is peace.

If, my brethren, the word of God is the heft
comment on his providence, it is no lefs true that his
providence is cften at once an explanation, an echo
and enr~rcement of his word. It is in obedience, I
hope, t.¢ their united voice, that this paffage is now
prefented to your meditations. God grant that the
all-interefting fubject, and the very tender occafion,
may not be loft on your hearts, ormy ewn !

What I propofe is to attempt a delineation of the
man whom the text honors with the appellations of
perfedt and upright ; fome defcription of his peaceful
end, and of the duty of marking bim with the moft
attentive obfervation.

We have here prefented a charalter not merely
hypothetical, or imaginary, but real. [t isa charac-
ter, my brethren, which has been alually found on
this guilty globe, and which ftill (however rare it may
be) exifts among men. Fhough fcripture and uni-

~ verfal obfervation, though the hiftory of man and the
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painful experience of the children af God, all declare
that perfection abfolute and finlefs has neither been
attained, nor is attainable on earth; yet in a fenfe,
all fincerely pious fouls are perfeiz, as well as upright.
Of Noaw, it is declared that he was “a juft man,
and perfeét in his generatiens.” Of Jos, it is affert-

- ed three feveral times, (fwice by Jenovau himfelf
- 1mmediately)that he was ¢ a man perfz& and upright.”
- Yer this fame Jor difclaime ail pretenfions to perfec-
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tion, as the height of folly and perverfenefs, And
. the
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the infpired volume elfewhere declares that < there is
not a juft man on carth, whodoth good and finneth
not.” Hence it is obvioully necefiary, in difcufling
this part of the {ubject, to defcribe a perfe&ion nei-
ther {o ftrict as to exclude every finful defed; nor fo
Ioofe as to-leave the exprefs and repeated declarations
of icripture without a definite meaning.

Firft then, let me remark, every fincere Chrifti-
an may be ftyled perfed, in refpeét to the principle of
grace which he pofitfles. A child is called perfe&,
:t 1t poffefs all the effential conftituent parts of a hu-
man being, though it be but the miniature of 2 man.
Grace may be properly ftyled glory in miniature;
more properly ftill, glory in embryo. Every graci-
cus man has the feminal principle, the bud, and the
bloffom of glory, or of perfetion in holinefs ; and
in this view, may with propriety be termned perfeéc.
But this 1s not the precife idea on which we 1nfift at
prefent. ‘

Every Chriftian, in poffefling a principle of
grace, or of holinefs, pofleffes the principle of every
grace, of every holy temper and difpofition.  Grace,
though complex in its relations, and in its exercifes,
1s in 1ts nature, one, {imple and uncompounded. It
15 a divine life introduced into the foul; or a fuper-
natural habit of holinefs, implying a preparation or
difpofition for all holy alicn. He then who pof-
iefes the principle or temper of love to God, poffefs-
es infalitbly the temper of love to man : he who has
faith, has repentance, Were it poffible to feparate
thefe Chriftian graces ; to find a lover of God a hat-
er of his fellow creatures, or a real lover of his fel-
fow creatures deftitute of the love of God; were it
poflible to find an 1mpenitent believer, or an unbe-
lieving peniteat ; we might then find a Chriftian not
peifedt 1 i, e. maimed, defective, deftitute of fome
ciiential feature of a child of God. But the fa&t s,
po fuch being exifts. God has no fugh monftrous
productions
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produ&ions in h's izmily. Al his rea! children pof-
fefs, from the fi-.t moment of their exiftence, a p:r-
feQtion of parts, thougl: not of degrees. They have
the radical principie of every Chriftian grace; of
every holy temper. 'We now revert to an 1dea hin:-
ed above, and obferve,

Secondly, every Chriftian may be ftyled perfef, it
we confider to what he is deftined, and fhall {urely at-
tain; and at what ke habitually aims. This is
nothing lefs than perfection in holinefs ; perfect con-
formity to the moral image of God, as well as the full
enjoyment of him. To this he was deftined from e-
ternity, adored be the fovereign, free, cleting love
of God! “Whoin he did forecknow,™ fays the Apof-
tle (Rom. 8. 29, 30.) he al{o did predeitinate to be con-
formed to the image of his Son.—Moreover, whom
ke did predeftinate, them he aliv called ; and whom:
he called, them he alfo juftified ; and whom he juf-
tified, them he alfo glorified.” The /af affertion
1s remarkable. The Apoftle, impretfed with the in-
diffoluble connexion between juftification and eternal
glory, feems to reprefent tirem both as equally in po/-

Jelfkon of every believer. The falt is, that the final
periection of every Chriftian, being as certain as the
purpcie, the promife and the oath of God himfelf can
make it, the ftyle of fcripture in this and other pai-
{ages, anticipates the glorious obje&, and denominates
him according to what he will furely and fhortly be.
And e propriety of this will appear more confpicu-
ous when we add, that it is an eff=nual trait 1n his
charater, to breathe, to prefs, to ftrive after this per-
feCtion. If perfe&ion is found no where elfe, it is
foundin hisdefiresand aims. ~ With an honeft heart
he can fay, that his multiplied 1mperfeltions are his
grief and forrow, that his pait attainients thame him,
that perfet holinefs is the object to wiich he afpires,
and that he fhall never, never be at reft ull he poffedl-
¢sit.  ‘Thus (if the reprefentation may be allowed )

: Lie
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he has enter-d the Jebool of perfection, is already ini-
tiated in i.s elementary principles, and is gradually
advancing to its f{ummit. |

In a word, every pious man may be charaleriz-
ed as perfed, in reference to his obediential refpeét
to all God’s commandments. It might have been
faid that he is emphatically fo, in rc%erencc to his
union to Chriit, in whom he has a complete righte-
oufnefs and falvation. But the term feems defcrip-
tive rather of a real chara&er, than a relative ftate. -
It imports the Chriftian’s fincere and cordial regard to
the whole law of God, and to every part of it. He
loves it a3 a tranfcript of the divine perfeftions, rights
and claims, and as fhewing him the way in which he
may beft glorify his God. With holy Davip he
he can fay, I efteem all thy precepts concerning a/l
things to be right ; and 1 hate every falfe way.”~ -
““ Then fhall I not be athamed, when 1 have refpect
to a// thy commandments.” In regard to his aftual
obedience; it is certain he comes fhort in every thing.
If aflayed by the perfect ftandard, hisbeft works will
be found mingled with much alloy; defeCtive in a
thouiand views. Still his obedience is not like the
feeming obedience of others ; partial, infincere, in-
conftant. But it is thorough, uniform; univerfal.
He does not allow himfelf in a fingle deviation. He
does not habitually live in a fingle inftance of known,
indulged tranfgreflion. |

Here, if I miitake not, lies the grand diftinction
between the genuine obedience of the Chriftian, and
every thing that arrogates its name or appearance, in
thofe deilitute of a gracious principle. The com-
pliances of the latter with duty, are defignedly par-
tial. Itis not fo much as the:r plan, to take the whole
iength and breadth of the divine commandment, as
their rule of condu&t. In fome duties they may be
very {trict, and perhaps they fondly hope that this
firictnels wilk atone for a proportionate lal):ity in

others.




Bthé. 3.  Atleaft, it is the opiate which keeps ~irfci-
en-c quiet, Far otherwife the true child of ¢--d.~
He defires and endeavours to be all which ki. nea. -
enly Father would have hith be. In the fincerity ¢t
his heart, he puts him/felf under the government and
guidance of his law; ©ad in all things;his fimple enqui-
ry is, what the Lord his God would have him d0. And
though chargeable with ten thoufand defecs overy
day and hour, he does not a‘low himfelf in one.<=
‘Thus though his character falls effentially fhort of
ftrict, legal perfeCtion, yet he i- evangelically perfe&:
that 1s to fay, he is fincere, impartial; uniform. He
is honeft and habitual in his aim~ at univerfel and
perfetobedience. L.t not this be called a Jegal fpir-
it. It muft be yours and mine; iy brethren, ifP we
would not be hypocrites. If we ‘eep the whole law,
yet offend in one point, we are gailty of all. This in-
fpired declaration is as true in a fecondary; as in its
literal fenfe. If, with all our religious ftriétnefs, there
isyet afingle dity which we knowingly, wilfully,
and habirually neglet, or a fingle fin which we thus
1adulge, it vitiates all our obedience. It proves that
our hearts are falfe, and that we never yet obeyed at
all from principle. .

The perfect man and the upright are in the inten-
tion of the text, the fame. The defcription then, of
the latter trait in the charalter, may borrow fome
light from the former. Uprighicefs in difpofi.:ion
or conduct denotés integrity, co. formitr to a ftand
ard, to principle, and freedom frcm allowed guile.—
In fhort, the upright man is habitually under the in-
fluence of the dictates of truth, and of an enlighteped,
. faithful confcience, in his treatment of God, of the
Savior, of bis fellow creatures and himfelf.

'To his God, he renders the homage of his heart.

He dénies him not this tribute, without which all

others are hollow and unacceptable. He realizes

that not one of his fellow creatures has a claim to be
' B ' tzeated
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treated by him on the principles ¢f truth and juftice,
a thoufandth part fo ftrong, as that which his glon-
ous CrzaTor has upon his fupreme and tendereft
affe@tion. He gives him the throne in his foul. He
yields himfelf to God, body as well as fpirit, efteem-
ing it his reafonable fervice. He reverences the au-
thority of Jehovab, fubmits to hisdifpofals, is grate-
ful for his mercies, a&s as under his eye,; and makes
it the great bufinefs-of his life to pleafe, to ferve and
honor him.  Here, my brethren,is a broad and fol-
id foundation for morality ; a foundation, which will
fupport the loftieft fuperftruture. The man who
fears and loves God, who.realizes his accoun:ablenefs
to him, aims to approve himfelf to his eye, and feels
that eye to be ever onhim ¢ this man, and this alone,
is prepared to be faithful and confcientious in every
fecne, relation and duty of life. |
- Headores and trufts Jefus Chrift. Why 2 Be-
cawfe he views him as equal and one with che Father,
and therefore poffeffed of the fame rights and claims :
as having done infinite honor to God and his law,
~ and therefore deferving infinite honor from all who
love the law and tie Lawgiver :—as' having mani-
fefted, with the moft determined ehmity to fin, the
tendereft friendthip to finners, and therefore merit-
ing their unreferved confidence.. When-heconfiders:
that unparalleled, amazing difplay of the love of
Chrift in redemption, he feels it would be the high-
eft injuftice, yea robbery, not to render him i return,
his _foul, his life, his all.—Some there are indeed, who
fuppofe aman may be upright, may have # goo.” bear?,
without thefe believing, affe@tionate regards to Jefus
Chrift. Unfortunately for this opinion, the word of
God is explicitly againft it. It declares : «The up-
right love thee ;” thatis, Curist. It declares.that
he who believes not in Chrift, bath made God a liar!
May a man do this, and yet have a good beart I? .
' . {1
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Itis a prominent trait in the charaer of the up.
right man, that his condu& to his fellow-creatures
is regulated by the diQates of fincerity, trath and
juftice. In this refpe&, his morality will generally
be found far fuperior w what the world compli-
ments with the name. There are many things prac-
tifed in the courfe of commerce and of life, by men
of faircharalters, men of honor (as they are &yled)
to which lg con{cience cannot be reconciled. But
what principally diftinguifhes and ennables his moral-
ity s, that while his outward condu& to his fellow-
men is {tri®ly conformed to the Is:l&m rule, he fin-
cerely loves them in his heart. would be as far
from harboring an unjuft or unkind thoug ht of them,
as from afperfing them with harfh and crucl i:ng
Hewou'd ro more detrad from their charaQers, o
zob them of ih¢’r eftace. He docs not arsogate tp
himfelf any merit on account of relicving the indi-
gent and fuccoring the diftrefled, as power and op-
portunity are afforded. He eftcems it one of the
plaineft diQates of juftice and indifpenfable duty.—~
Above all, he loves the foxls of his fellow immeortals ;
and would confider himfelf as a@ing a moft unchan-
‘table; tnauman part, did he not habiwally devote
fome horreft efforts and prayers to the promotion of
their falvation. : - - -

As to himfelf, tecling his conneion with God,
with a judgment-day, and an immartality of joy or
wo, he faithfully improves thofe precious, 1ag
moments on which his eterniiy is fufpended. Hedares
not hazard his foul, to gain a world. He cannot be
guilty of fuch madnefs, as to prefer a little prefent
eafe, to everlafting felicity ; nor fuch cruelty to his
better part, as to turn his immertality into a curfe.
He confiders his foul &s a facred, invaluable truft com-
mitted to him by the Father of fpirits ; and is anxious
to render back the precicus depofit with approbation
and with comfort. Hence he moderates his defires

| after
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after the world, denies himfclf many prefent gratifica-
tions, and carefully governs his appetites and paffions,
Yeit they operate his ruin.  Hence ki is faithful to his
own interefts upon an extenfive {eale, and in the view
of the whole of his exiftence. |

. In fhort, wherever you find the man of upright-
nefs, in whateyer company, fcene or occupation, you
find him afting as one who feels that he muft give ac-
count. You find him exerciflng a confcience in ev-
ery thing—and it has been ju

: has been juftly remarlaed; that <he
1s to be trufted in nothing, who has aat a confcience
in every thing.” Place him in a crowd; and he feels
{furrounded with a Being whofe prefence is infinitely
more awfyl and more animating, than a univerfe of
{peQators.  Place him in the remoteft defert of the
creation, and he ftill alty to pleafe his God. Open a
window in his bofom; read his heart ; and you wiil
find him the fame in principle and motive, that you

- .

found him in-a&ion and in profeflion. |

Such is the perfe@® and upright man. Let us
for a moment confider his end, ~ It is peace, fays the
texi. His life may have been vexed with many cares
and difquietudes; but ifs clofe is bright and ferene :
as the fun, having been obfcured through the day,
{ets without a cloud, and leaves a mild, majeftic rad-
iance behind. o o

In his end, the good man has peace of confcience.
This beft friend of the pious, and moft formidable
enemy of the wicked, is frequently found to fpeak
with peculiar decifion and energy, as the time ap-
proaches, when 1ts verdiét will be ratified in the court
of Heaven. While to thofe who till then have dif-
regarded it, its reproaches are terrible indeed, 1ts tefe
timony is no lefs confoling to the tender, faithful
Chriftian. He fz€ls indeed, that he is chargeable
with numberlefs infirmities and cafual deviaticns.
And for ten thoufand worlds, - he would not venture

his hope Jf falvation on the ground of the beft wl?rks
- €
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he everdid. But of infincerity,-of hypecrify, of heb.
itpal, allowed fin, his confcience acquits him. It tef-
tifies that by the grace of Gud, be bas bad bis conver/a-
ticn in the world in fimplicity and godly fincersty.

" 'He has peace witb God. This is a grand article
of his bleflednefs.  This diftinguifhes his hope and
comfort from the delufive dream of the hypocritc,
from the infenfibility of the unawakened, and from
the affumed courage of the affe@ed fcepric or philofo-
pher. The'man who has peace with God, may fmile
upon the bed of death, may bid defiance to the laft
encmy, and “laugh at the fhaking of his fpear.” This
courage becomes him. - It is rational : 1t has a fup-
Fort . while thé fearleflnefs of others is more diftant
from nothing than from “that to which it fometimes

makes pretenfions; reafon and philofophy. It is the
very wildeft delirium of the human miad. For a

criminal” to .be carelelslv {porting iz the prefence of
his judge, when f¢ntence of death wight ‘be every
tioment expected, would be decency and reafon, in
compaiifon. Hs, and he only, who in the crifis, the
decifive moment, of an everlaﬁing exiftence, knows
or hopes that the Jupceis his fiend, cap with reafop
be ¢alm. And generally, if not always, there is more
or lefs of this comfort imparted to the people of Ged
1n their |2t moments. Often have they a firmnefs and
confideace then, which they never knew before. In
the dawning light of eternity they cap read their title
tc its blifs, and find in death a prelibation of heaven.

Finally, this is the biefled moment when the
good man ‘is intreduced to the region of perfel? peace.
He ¢ is taken,” fays Infpiration,  from the evil to
come. He fball enter inte peace.”” O kind ard feafon-
able deliverance from ti.c impending ftorm ! Happy
efcape from calamities, public or private, jong threat-
ened, and long averted by th< holy violgnct oi prayer!
—nDerhaps frcm heart rending trials aCtually felt !

{ Happy cfcape for the child of Ced, to the arms and

bofom
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bofom of his heavenly Father, from 3 tumulmon.'..
jamngworld' ]zl'hap;ﬁ'om 2 community or neigh-
‘bourhood whére he could enjoy little of that peace
whichi be Joved ; and was often to fay: O thatl
had wings like 3 dove-~that I might fly away and be
atreft!” Blefled iffue of affiZions comparatively light
ami mementery, in an exceeding, eternal weight of glory !
m etx:ehmge of mm of fin, of doulr)t and
perfe, o t of God

and the Iam!!,:ln’ ‘ . yoyn

W!ut remains, my brethren, “on this animating
Tubje®; is abe duty of marking with the moft attentive
ob crv:mou, the man whofe dma&er and end have
been imperfellly deicribed.
 Mark the perfell may : bebold the apright. How
lovely, how digai ified is his chataer 1™ There is a
malﬁyinvmar. cajcplated at once to 'attfal and o-
"verawe every buraan heart. - Would we fee the diguily
gfbiantmqemphﬂed,wemaﬁlookfont not
anid its rdins—tlns would be to go i quett of difap-
pomtment-but 1 thole happy inftanices exhibited in -
‘our warld, in which fallen man l::‘becn reftored, en-
‘nobled, regcncrat:d byﬁunw made him at firft
m!nsownholym\agc ‘Is not that, and that alone,
#rue dignity and lovelinefs of cbara&er which is form-
ed on the model of peife® excellence, and which af-
su'es after perfet refemblance to that model ? Is ita

egradation, or is it the higheft honor of man, to bow
lmmbly to the Majesyy oF uEsveN, and to glow
‘with gratefyl fenfibility ro the SAvioR oF THEWORLD 2
‘Can thc icheols, can philofophy, can the artificial, af-
‘feQed refinements of an age which boafts its illumin.
ation, furnith a morality which does not bluth before
the morality of the humble, hcaven-taught Chniftian ?
Let us then habituvally mark his fpirit, his chara&er
and condu@, that we may be furnithed with a,ﬂandcrd
in morals~a z¢f by whlch to dctcrmu\c what is truly
‘€xcellent,and wh..t is {o only in pregéniion and appear-

anse.,
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gnce. ‘This is all-effe ntial. Wnthout fuch fixed dpr
ciples of judgment and tafte, we hall be the ealy pes

o every impoftor. We fhall be liable every momen

to err with the erring thultitude, or with thofe ihll

more deluded men who affe& to be wifer than the

multitude, their bible or their God.

Let us likewife mark the principles of the good
map. Let us attentively examine the foundation of
-this fair fuperftru@ure. Le! us trace' him tothe fchool
in which he has lca:led fuch a {pbbelnne morality ,ﬁ;cel;
an exalted yet rational piety. the gof}
is this fchool. Jts pure, héavenly mes
cepts are the bafis of all this excellenee Its poﬂ'cf
for has learned of Carist, and of THE SPIRTT OF
THE LivIiNG Gop.  Were it not for this, the charac-
ter we haye defcribed would be a far more inexplica~
ble phcnunenon than ever yet on our globe.
But here is a caufe completcly adequate to'the e,
and thoroughly accounting for jt. Let this then be
carefully keptin mind. Whenever we meet with aman
who is truly benevolent, humble ard pious, let usaf~
fure ourfelves that be bas beer with Fefusgthat he loves
his gofpel, lives upon it, and walks by it. Andletus

gr that zbere is mo other name or fyftem under
besven, by wlnch ourfelves, or any of our fallcn face,
may hope to attam fuch exceilence.

" Again, let us mark the perﬁ&‘ man; let us 2--
Bold the wpright ; and afk : is not he the wife and
happy man? Does he not purfue the nobleit end ;
and by means which cannot fail to attain it ? Has he
not found what a reftlefs, enquiring world fecks, snd
feeks in vain—the fecret of bappine/s # Hemay want
many things which tbey think effential to enjoyment.
Hemay have little fhare in the wealth, the diftin&tions
and eafures of life. But he has learned to be hap-
Eo wuhou: them. And he poffefles what all their

afted treafures could not purchafe; a calm, unre-
proaching confc:lcncc, a relith for folid dchghts

“ ‘ fricndfhip
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friendthip and converle with God. He has infinitely
the advantage then of others, everi were there no here-
after. Bu:mark efpecially his end. Go to his dying
bed, and obferve the peace, the hope, the humble,
tranquil joy which attends hi$ lateft hour. Compare
him, in this honeft, trying period, with the wicked
man, reluctantly ftripped of all he holds dear; com-
pelled to look into that world into which he nevet
ferioufly looked till now ; while all within, arbund,
before, is guilt; anguith and defpair.  Does not re-
fiftlefs convition feizé yot: at once? Do you not ex-
claim : - ¢ Let mie die the death of the rightcous—let
my laft end be like his ?’-:But even tlils is fiot enough,
 -Mark then the pérfect man, ard bebold the upright,
as ah obje& of the moft careful imitation. This i¥
doubtlefs the fcope ahd defign of thie text. A {pelta-
de fo full of inftru@icn camtnot be exhibited that we
fhould gaze at it as unconcerned, or merely curious
fpeators. Nor is it enough that we coldly, or even
“warmiy adinire and applaud it.  Its Ufe 1s entirely
practical. We muft make the good man’s choice our
own ; we muft imbibe his {pitit, 4& tpon hs plan,
and purfue his path. Unlefs we do this, we mutft be
criminally inattentive indeed, to the merciful defign
of Heaven exprefled not oniy in this injunction, but
in every pjous example recorded in the {acred pages,
or prefented to our daily obfervation. Unlefs we do
this, we muft furely go {elf-reproached, felf-condemn-
ed, through life : for we {hall be atting a part directly
the reverte of that which our beft fenfe declares moit
rational, moft amiable, rhoft wife and happy. And
how, otherwife, can we hope to know the good man’s
peace and bleffednefs, in our latter end ?

Ovur firft remark, in the appLIcATION Of the fub-
je& is, that it powerfully illuftrates the excellence of
religion. How plainly, how tranfcendently ‘uperior
are the {pirit, the tafte, the principles 1t infpires, and
the courfe of aétion to which it prompts, t-oh.cvcry

thing
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tHing with which they can be compared! What a
folid foundation does it lay for fuch confiftency of
charadter as all muft acknowledge to be at once love-
ly and venerable ! How evidently does it prefent to
t{c capacious, ever-afpiriag mind of man, its only ad-
equate objet—perfedion in geodnefs and felicity !
What a real luftre does it impart to its poileflor, in
rendering him a bleifing 0 all around : a bsnefeior
in the nobleft fenfe, and on the largeft fcale ! How
caviable, if any thidg could be o, the peace in which
he lives—in which he dies ! In a word, how dignified
ard ilivftrious is that man whom the God of heaven
delights to honor, by prefenting as a model for uni-
" verfal imitation ! Itis He who, in the text, announces
to his human family the character which is lovely in
bis efteem, and which He has clothed with fo many
attralions, in order that we may be won to tranfcribe
its excellencies, and enjay its bleflednefs:

Our fubje&t likewife inftructs us, that if we
would forma juft judgment ofa chara&er, or courfe of
altion, we muft judgeit by its end. And let me teil
you, my brethren, there are many obje&@s which,
however fair they may feem until brought to this teft,
are expofed by it, as deformed and wretched indeed.
Try by this ftandard, the bypocrite, who dazzles the
multitude with his pretended or fancied attainments.
What a miferable fpectacle in that hour « when tir'd
diffimulation drops her mafk ;> and ftill more, when
{inking down under the indignation'of the finalJudge,
and the fcorn of the univerfe !—Try the mere moralif? ;
«¢ rich, and needing nothing,” as he fondly dreams
now ; but awakened, when too late, to fec that ke is
s¢ pocr, and wretched, and blind, and naked.”—Try
the san of the world ; furrounded perhaps by its pof-
feffions and delights, and enjoying a few years of dif-
tempered gratification; but foon deprived of his idols,
his gods—and alas ! what has he more ?—~Try the
grayerlefs man ; cafting off the fear of God and eter-

nity,
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nity, living infenfible of his {tate, his wants and mi(>
erics ; but finding on the bed of death that he has a
foul, but no Savier—a Judge, but no Friend, in that
neglected Being to whom he is going !—In thort,
bring to this teft every chara&er, but that of the real
Chiiitian,and it will appear poor,defe&ive,miferable.
Ah ! what could it avail us, though the world thould
refound with the fame of our piety, if He at whofe
bar we muft ftand, fhould reje&t us at laft—if He
who knows our hearts, is even now writing upon all
cur religion, TEKEL : thou art weighed in the balance,
and aort feand wanting.

Finaliy, the fubje@ inftruts us how to improve
the deaths of good men ; efpecially fuch as were em-
incntin piety. We fhould carefully review their holy
hives, that by centemplating them in connexion with
their peaceful deaths, we may learn leflons of wifdoni
from both. , . - »

Doubticfs, if the delineation given of the per-
fe and upright, is in any meafure juft, moft of
ycu have been applying it to that venerable man of
God whofe recent departure hds excited fo extenfive
a grief through this town. Few, probably very few,
there are, or have been, to whom it is equally appli-
cable. On moft occafions, I have been averfe to
public defcription and praife of the dead. But on
the prefent, neither regard to the providence of God,
nor to your fenfibilities and probable expetetions,
hor my own feelings, will permit me wnolly to de-
clineit. There is a peculiar pleafure, as well as pro-
priety, in paying honor at death, to thofe excellent
men who through life thrunk and retired from their
own praife. And it religion is the higheft glory of
our nature, and if to have much of the fpirit of
Chritt, is :0 be eminent in religion, I muft confefs,
I have known noman perfonally, who has appeared
to me more worthiy of honor and everlafting remem-

brance, than he whom we new lainient,
The
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The balis of his chara&er feems to have been a
habitual fenfe and reverence of Deity. He exhibit-
ed much of the fear of God; a fear which, far from
heing abjet and fervile, feemed conftantly cherithed
by a filial, ardent, aiive love. Whercver ke went,
and however employed, his fiinple objcét was 0 do
- bis Father's bufinefs, and approve himfelf to his eye.
A lively impreffion of his providence in ail events,
commanded his fubmiffion; and his fatherly favor
fweetened to him every blefling of life. He enjoy-
ed God 1n all things, and all things in God. In an
eminent fenfe, he walked with his Maker, and appear-
ed habitually to converfe lefs with his fellow creatures,
than with Him who is invifible.

‘The man who converfes much with God, will
be bumble. This was a confpicuous trait in the
charatter of our deceafed friend. While all around
him were convinced that he was eminent in grace, he
feemed honeftly to appretend himfelf Jefs than the lcaft
of all Jaints ; and often felt oppreffed in receiving
that refpeét and honor which to others appeared far
lefs than was due. Indeed humility, that cardinal
virtue of the Chriftian, made vp a great part of his
charalter. Ile had deep and extenfive views-of hu-
man depravity, and of his own indwelling corruption ;
and went mourning under a fenfe of them. Hence
he experimentally felt, and highly appreciated the
importance of a Saviog, of his atonement, his in-
terceflion, and the influences of the IHoly Spirit.—
Hence he prized the peculiar dosirines of Chriffianity.
He felt that they only laid a foundation fufficiently
broad and deep for the falvation, and the religion
of afinner. On thefe he ventured his foul, and his
eternal hopes. They not only fupported him in death,
but {weetened and adorned his life: while his life
recommended #hem ; and powerfully demonftrated
how {uperior- is a religion animated by the pure prin-
ciples of the gofpel, to every thing befide that bears

' the
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the name. The very fpirit of his Mafter breathed
in his temper, and thone out 1n his life. Where thall
we find a man of fuch an affeCtionate, uniting, heal-
ing {pirit—{o ready to leap over thofe barriers which
blgotry ere@s between Chriftians—{o free from that
narrow, contentiaus, cenforious {pirit which (I grieve
tof. fay it) has done fuch infinite mifchief in this place
—{o ready to take to his arms and. heart, the friends
of God wherever found, and with whatever fociety
conne@ed—fo ready to throw the veil of candor and
compaffion over their infirmities—{o zcalous for the
love and peace, as well as the truth and purity of the
gofpel—fo diftant from the affeltation of prefling
unhallowed human paflion into the fervice of relig-
ion—fo ready to bear and to forbear; to become
any thing, every thing, or nothing, fo that Chrift
micht be honored, and hLis caufe promoted ?—Yet
when occafion and duty called, he was no unfaithful
reprover : and the evident reluctange with which this
office was affumed, with themeeknefs and compaffion
which tempered his reproofs, gave them doubl“ weight
and efhcacy,

- The ﬁ\.k and affli¢ted among us wxll long re-
member the Chriftian benevolence and fym athy
with which he wvifited, counfelled and comforted
them. On thefe occaﬁons, and others, his prayers
were remarkable.  Never have I heard from the lips
of a man, prayess which to me appeared more of a
nature to folemnize and elevate the mind, to enkindle
and cherith the {pirit of devotion—I mloht add, to
“aftruct and to cdxf With what a fulnefs of thougx.t
. argument; thh what pertinence, weight and
variety of expreflion have we often, in our rchglous
meeings, Licard him plead the caufe of God and
m;m,ot_’ his feilow creatures and fellow Chriftians,
of his dear country and dearer Zion. His prayers
weie far from fludy and formality, and literally the

| overflowing
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geerflowings of a pious heart. Remarkably did
they realize the fubline defcription—

e Pray’y ardent opent heav’n ! lets down 2 firexm
« Of glery oa the coafeciated hoer
« Of man, in axkhieace with the Deity ™

He converfed with his God, as a friend : yet who ever
perceived, in the prayers of this good man, any thing
but remotely bordering on usnbecoming familianty or
irreverence ?

He loved the habitation of God’s houfe, and
was never more in his elemnent than when engagedin
public worthip. Pid not his conftant attendance
the {an&uary, not only on the fabbath, but atall ec-
cafional meetings, if praficable ; and this, when he
walked from fo great 2 diftance, though aimoft fink-
ing under infirmities, and by his blindnefs in latter
years, neceffitated to be led by others—did not fuch
an affeting fpe@acle forcibly reprove fome of us
who live near the fan@uary, and have our ftrength
aad faculties unimpaired 2

He was univerfally confcientious and exemplary.
The love of Chrift which conftrained him, ar4 the
fear of God in which he aQed, imparted a complex-
1on of dignity, amisblenefs and uniformity to his
whole demeanor. And methinks the high efteen and
reverence 1n Which he was held by all claffes .mi
charatters among us, affc-ded a pleafing demonttra
uon how much may be done, by hiving, breathing,
and atting qut the true fpirit of Chriftianizy, 10" comey
mend it to the confciences of ali, and to keep alive ',
a general conviction that there is fomething great x
and excellent in real religion.

As he was held in general veneration, he w
particularly valued and honored in this church -»
congregartion, in which he fuftained the office of X
ruling Elder, if I miftake not, nearly thiriy-four
years.  He ruled <well, and is worthy of doudle bonsr,

if
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H to temper the dignity and authority of Chriftian
government with exemplary tendernefs, mo deration,
and meeknefs of wifdom, can claim fuch a deferip-
fon.

His death was peaceful : remarkably free from
every thing of terror and difmay. He manifefted
indeed, ia his laft (cene, his ufual humility in {peak-
wg of bimfelf. Neverthelefs in the clear confciouf-
ncfs of _Qeath’s approach, he fignified his cheerful
relignation to the will of God, and declared that he
was not afraid to die. Being afked, if he did not
think he was going to the cnjoyment of his Savior—
% Oh !” replied this humble man, ¢ if ] might be fo
happv " Socn after, he fell alleep, and is doubtlefs
new cnjoying that happinefs of which he had fuch
exalted conceptions, and fuch ardeat defires.

While we depiore this lofs, as one of the great-
¢& which could have betallen us, let us blefs God for
a life fo long protrafted, fo eminently ufeful and
exempiary, and for a death fo full of inftru&ion and
animaticn.

e tenderly fympathize with the mourning
widow, and her bereaved -children. Their lofs is
great.  Greatlikewife has been their privilege. What
a favor, to have enjoyed for {fo many years, the com-
Rany, the example, the counfels, the prayers, of fuch
3 Friend and Father! What a favor, 0 have feen his
Jaft bours more happy, more inftrutive than all that
yent before ! How antmating the thought, ot all
_#hich was moft worthy te be loved in him whom
they mourn, is now confummated ; that the path to
that world to which he is gone, 1s open before them,
wand that fhort will be the feparation which is fo
wainful, if they may be found following him, where-
ot he followed Chrift! Be comferted, my friends,
y with this thought : and let the love you bore him
. unite with 2all the other commanding motives of re-
~-hgion and eternity, in perfuading you to be 1n rc:radi-
nefs

-
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fels for the glorious, final appearance of Him, who
{avs, ¢ Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is
with me !”

My fathers and friends of this Church and Con-
tregation : is there not fomething infpiring in the
reflection, that fome of our own depraved race, who
were lately like ourfelves, conflitting with fin, with
temptation, with forrow, have now atrained what
they fighed after, and are enjoying a perfe@ion of ho-
linefs and blifs #—that forhe who recently were our
fellow-worfhippers within thefe walls, are now pillars
in the temple of God above? There furely is. Let
us not deny ourfelves the precious benefit to be de-
rfived from fuch examples. Let us follow thefe holy
and happy fouls, cohfidering the end of their con-
verfation. Let us mark the man whom we now
mourn, and keep his excellent {pirit and virtues long
in remembrance.  Nor letus think it enough merely
to admire and celebrate them. Lt us make them
our cwn. L.et us endeavor, by the grace of God,
to be what we contemplate with fuch approbation.—
Let us imbibe the go:d man’s {pirit, and follow his
fteps. So k'l we enjoy his peace in death, and
thare his everiafting triumphs.




