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Advertifement.

™ TO thofe who heard ikefe Difeourfes, and awho bave
requcfied their publication, the author wworld fugget that, a
be was neceffitated by the feeble fiate of bis eyc},- to deliver
them frem wery imperfelt notes, it bas been impoffible ta re-
collect, in every irg/?azz;e., the precife expreffions ar{éinal{y ufed.
The feniiments, be believes, are fait/)fulfy rctained, and bere
prefented with no material alteration, except the infertion of @
Jew additional fentences. |

The circumftance firft alluded to, having much retar-
ded his progrefs in tranfiribing, muft plead his apology for the
long delay of the publication. - |




o e L A A i 3 S T S N s L
: A ‘QMNW e OIS e Nt e R g

PSALM cvi —paART CF VEESE 2.

—TMEY DESPISED THE FLEASANT LAND.

IF there be a truth which peculiarly daims *a
be cernfidered as a firft pninaple; a truth conarmed
beyond ail quettien, by the concurrent teftimony of
obfervation and cxpencme of protane Inﬁor) and
the word of God, it is this ; that mankind are, in gc-
neral refpects, the fame in every age. ‘The fame nic-
lancholv proofs of degeneracy, thc fame corrupt pro-
penfmu, appetites, paLu,ns purfuits and pr..c'hu-.
only varied by a few accidental and lefs lmportast
thades of ditfcrence, have m.lrl-.cd the character ot our
3poitate race, in every period ¢f time, and in cicery
nation of the earth. llence the hntor\ of a {ingic
nation may be confidered as in fome fenfe the hifiory
of human nature. Such a hiftory we have, in thc
arnals which the fcripture furnifbes us, of the nation
of the Jews. Tor the portrait of this pcople at full
length, we muft be indebted to the abundant muterials
which are fcattered through varlous parts of the ficred
volume. Their moral plchne 1IN min murg, exhibite
ing the mafterly and inimitable touches of the vercil
of Infpiration, is given in the ptalm bctere us. Gre
of its features, pLCUhal ly proeminent and coni; 1CUCUs,
and no lefs black and odious, 15 pxcf nted in the text :
their cum‘cmp‘ of she ;/&g/qnt /uml (or, as fome Comiren-
tators render it, the land of (‘t/) Y winch d Qracious

God had promdcd as their p(‘*' fnon and reftine-place.,
Fhe part of their l‘x‘lmv te which tiie dederipiion -
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culiarly refers, is generally fuppofed to be that record.
«d at the beginning of the fourteenth chapter of Num-
bers.  ‘There we are informed that the wnfavourable
and infidious report of the returning fpies, fo difheart-
ened, and at the fame time incenied the people, that
they not c.iy uttered unfecling complaints againft
their div inely conftituted guides, blaiphemous reflec-
tions on jc‘lovah himfelt, and impious withes that
they had died in the wnldcrnds, or in Egypt, but were
on the point of choofing a captain, and bafely return-
ing to the land of their bondage and mifery. Thus,
by " their 3 impatience, their difcontent, their repining,
their fordid preference of their former fervitude, thcxr
puilllanimous refyfal to encounter a few difliculties
and dangers, in order to poflefs themfelves of the
good land before them, they manifefted their contempt
of it : a contempt which was peculiarly impious and
inexcufable, as it involved in it a difbelief and diftruft
of their Alnighty Guardian and Benefator, who had
given them the moft ample aflurances of its cxcellence ;
and not only fo, but had moit {folemnly promifed that

in defpite of every obflacle and enemy, they thould
be put in poilethion of it.

‘i'HE Apoftle to the Corinthians, having in his eye
this very inftance, in connection with othcrs, of the
criminal conduct of the Ifraelitith nation, together
with thofe awful judgments and calamities by which

.1e) were punithed, exprefsly declares, that al/ thefe
thirigs happened unto them for enjumples ; and adds, they are
coritten for cur admonition, upen whem the ends o i world
are ccme. ‘This 35 my warrant tor inviting your
thoughts, on this folemn occafion, to the paflage juft

cxtcd, and for endeavouring to fuggeft from it fome
things applicable to the prefent ftate of our country.

bcxr with me then, my brethren, and indulge me a
candid attention, while 1 attempt to fet betore you
fome confiderations caiculated for general inftruction,

warning and humiliation,
My dehgn is
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1. To mention fome things which may naturally b=
viewed as cenftituting a land pleafant and defirable.

II. To point out fome fymptoms and inftan:es of the
fin reprehended in the text : the fin of defpifing or an-
dervaluing a pleafant land : and |

II. To offer a few remarks on the guilt and danger
of a people thus chargeable. |

Ug?fa the former head, let me remark,

In the firft place, that there are certain phyfical cavjecs
the exiftence and cooperation of which feem condu-
cive, and in a degree neceflary, to the happinefs of 2
couniry and its inhabitants.—A rich and fertile foil, for
inftance ; a foil producing a fupply of the convenien-
c=s and comforts of life in abundance, and without
difficulty or exceflive labor, is what all muft acknovwr-
ledge to be defirable. Thefe things indeed are not the
chief goods. Poflefled and enjoyed in ever {o great
abundance, they cannot be confidered as conftituting,
in the beft {~ ‘e, the happinefs either of individuals or
of nations,. Nay more, they are but too apt to be
mifimproved to pride, floth, fenfuality and neglet of
religion. But in themfelves they are good. And
whercver granted, they ought to be acknowledged as
tokens of the kindnefs and indulgence of Heaven.
Hence the land which God defigned for his andcnt
people, and to which he finally introduced them, is fo
often defcribed as ¢ a land flowing with milk and ho-
ney ;”’ abounding not only in the neceflarics, but th~
delectable things of life. And this circumftance is
reprefented as one among many inftances of the pecu-
liar favour of their divine Patron and Benctador.

A temperate climate and falubrious air, fuch as are re-
moved from the oppofite extremes of heat and cold,
and thus promotive of comfort and health, are like-
wife circumftances of favour not unworthy of notice.
To be fvhjected neither to the dire inclemencics of the
polar regions, nor to the ficrce beams of a vertical fun,
dcﬁroyinF the energies both of the body and the
mind, is furely a happy exemption. And if hcalth be
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uitly efieemed the firft of temporal blefiings, the coun-
try whofc inhabitants are ordmardy fecure from the
vilitations of the pedilence, walking in darknefs, and wafi-
ing at noon-day, is a country highly prxvdcged

A GENERAL courfe of exicrnal projperity mutt be ac-
knowled ed as one of thofe things which contribute
to the happinefs of a country and a people. When
agriculture, that prime fource of national wealth,
ficurithes ; when the arts of life are cultivated with
vigor aad fuccefs ; when the labouring and the poorer
par' of the community are fopported with cafe ; when
the [pirit of induftry, invention and enterprize meets
its proper encourayement and reward ; when com-
merce flows rc'*ular and unobftruced in its legitimate
channes, and the winds of heaven waft to our fhores
tke produc'hfms of every clime—thefe furely are cir-
cumftances of favor which demand a grateful notice
and acknowledgment,

A LAND of peace is a Mighly favoured land indeed.
And happy is that nation which, in its conne&ions
and intercourfe with others, is led to adopt a policy
fo wife and pure, and to purfue a conduct {o impar-
tial and unexceptionable, fo firm and independent, as
are beft calculated to fecure, and maintain on a folid
and permanent bafts, the invaluable blefling. Inval-
wable it appears 1indeed, when we contemplate, but for
a moment, the multiplied evils and calamities of war ;
what awful devaftations it makes in the moral, as well
as the fociai {yftem, and how peftilential is its influ-
ence on the virtue and happinefs of individuals, fam-
ilies and wlole communities.

LiserTy is one of the firft and moft important of
temporal bleflings.  Although its nature has been too
much mifunderftood and mlfrcpreiented although its
facred name has too often been pro{htuted and pro-
faned ; and, by its profefled advocates and devotees,
abufed as an inftrument to accomplith defigns {fubver-
five of focial order, virtue and happinefs, and even
ot real liberty it lt {till let us not be prevented frem
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beftowing on this precious gift of Heaven to man, its
due praife.  We in this land, my brethren, have per-
haps been too little in the habit of rcalizing what a
privilege it is to be free. The blefling is here fo com.-
mon and fo cheap, that it gains but little attention.
But could we take a near view of thofe ill-fated coun-
trics where nothing comparatively is feen or felt but
the hard, oppreflive, all-grafping hand of defpotic
power : ¢ where (to borrow the language of another)
“ every heart is deprefled by fear, where mankind
¥ dare not aflume their natural charadters, where the
¢ free fpirit muft crouch to the flave in office, where
‘¢ genius muft reprefs her effufions, or, like the Egyp-
“ tian worfhippers, offer them in facrifice to the calves
“ of power ; and where the human mind, always in
* {hackles, fthrinks from every generous effort ;> we
fhould be taught another leflon, and learn very differ-
ently to appreciate the blefling of liberty.

In this connection, the importance of @ good gover:-
ment to the well-being of a community appears con-
{picuous and inconteftible. Theidea of thofe modern
reformers who confider the attainment of unqualified,
unreftrained /iberty, and of abfolute, univerfal equality,
as cither pofiible or dcfirable, is one of the wildeft
chimeras that ever found place in the human mind.
That is true liberty, and that alone, which is exercifed,
without infringing the rights of others.  Nay more,
the fimple idea of liberty, whether of action or enjoy-
ment, as belonging to onc individual, implies, as it re-
{pects all the other members of the fame community,
fuch correfpondent obligations and reftraints as may
cilicacioufly prevent their obftructing the exercifc ot
this liberty. Hence the neceflity of government to
the order, peace, well-being and even to the exiftence
of fociety., And truly favoured is that people whoft
conftitutions of government, refulting tl;om the col-
leéted wifdom, deliberation and confent of the com:.
munity, arc calculated to promote the benelit of allits

B
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p.d t< 3 wiole kaws, the c.\prcﬂxon of the general willy
have for their object the general good ; and whoic
magitrates, clevated to office by the free fuflrages of
thewr fellow-citiaens, fubjed, while in power, to the
fame reftrictions which thev impofe on others, and
reverting, at ftated periods, to the level from which
they rot:, arc prompted to fidelity, at once by the
fympathies of humanity, the fenfe of perfonal intereft,
and the ijandions of duty.  Such a people enjoy all
the cqu;;"v of which humaa nature, in its prefent
ftatc, is capable.  ‘Lhey enjoy a genuine and real liberty ;
a liberty fuch as a fober man weuld defire; a liberty
131fc, vecaufe rettiained and: guarded, :md the more
prgcmus becaufe chaftened and regulated.
itk gencrad diffufion sf knrcledgs is-likewifc a great
bumw toa people.  Itisa happ\ country, in which
the fourdes of inftruction are multiplied, its avenues
of ealy and general accefs; its communications fre-
quent, rapid and extenitve.  “thefe things have an in-
timate and indiffoluble connection with 21l the dearefs
intereits of fociety and of human nature. And in 2
fr.e covernment, they are of fpecial importance. lor
tieuld {o great a bleiling as-this fall to the lot of an
ignorant people, which is not ordinarily to be expect-
:dy its continuance among them mt be fhort.  The
nianagerstent of their puu}tc coneerns will naturally
fall into the'hands of the afluming, the ambitious, the
{cliith, the intriguing and unprmcnplcd ‘Thus thewr
liberties and- interefts will of courfe be facrificed in onc
way or Gther ; and their government either erect itfelt
into a defpotifnr, or be loft in anarchy, or (what is
moit probable) degenerate into an awful compouwnd ot
oppretlion, mpaatv, confufion and mifery. Abowve
.1!\ is knowledire important to a people, confidered in
ts reference to the interefts of piety among them.
I't1s naturally ieads e to obferve, that the light of
ths gofpel and the inflitutions of the Chriftian religion con-
jtitute preeminently the dehwablenefs of a land, and
the happinels of a people. It was the diftinguifhing
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privilege and chief glory of the jewiih ration, that
unto them swere committed the oracles of God.*  [le j/'eu Cthy
fays the Plalmift, bis word unto Facot, bis flatutes and his
mdwmml: unto [[racl He bath not dealt fo with anv nation.
"Prai jE’ ¢ the Lord.t The gofpel, never let it be for-
gotten, is the beft and moit inyvakiable aitt of Heaven
to man. Without this, what are all .316 bounties of
Providence, though fcattered in ever & rich profufion
around us. How difinal and comfortlefs thofe regions
of the globe which have never yet been bleft bv the
cheering influences of the gofpel ! Ang what a 1)1ftu1 e
of every thing horrid to the eve and fickening to the
heart is exhibited wherc this heavenly vifitant has been
polluted by the hand of f{acrilege, and tramplcd under
the foot of infidel and impious phxluiophv ! hm‘dv the
people who are bleit with the light and privileges ot
the religion of Jefus, who enjoy the Sabbaths ot “their
God,w ho may, without danger or moleftation,fupport
his ordmancc.s, maintain his worfhip and attend the
inftructions ot his fanctuary, are a people highly ta-
voured : they have reafon, whatever may be their cir-
cumftances in other refpects, gratefully to ackpow-
ledge that the lines are fallen 1o Them in plm lant places :
that they have a goodly beritage.

LeT me only add, that ‘the land and nation toward
which pcculnr tokens of a gracious divine interpsfition
and guardianfbip have been manifefted, may be juftly
conhdered as diftinguifhingly favoured and happy.
‘shis hikewile was cuuncntlv the privilege and fclicity
of the Jewith nation. God was their God in a pecu-
liar fenfe, and they his covenanted people.  He redeem.-
cd them from Egyps,  he fultained, guided and pro-
tected them dumm' their tedious journey through the
wildernefs to Canaan, and vouchfated them, after their
introduction to that dchn‘htfu' country, many fmn.u
tokens of his peculiar favour. ‘Their very land was
Lyled a land which the Lerd their Ged cared for :—his

cves awere afseays vpon ity from the beginning q/f/»c YT (L

'-“-—.—. .. - et @t wme -.v-‘ e

* R . 2. oI B PN xl\n 19, 2Q.
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unto the end of the year.* In fuch a contemplation, wha
does not feel ready to exclaim with Mofcs : Happy art

thou, O Ilfracl ; who is like unto thee, a pecple faved by the
Lord, the jhield of thy belp, and <ho is the faword of thy ex-
colleacy ’f—And who w ould not add with David, Hup-
py is that people that is in fuch a cafe ; yea, bappy is that
people whofe God is the 1 ord.}

Havine thus brought up to view fome principal
particulars which conilityte the happmefs ofa tountry,
we proceed,

IN the sECOND place, to enquxrc in what cafes
fuch a country is undervalued or defpifed : or what
are fome of the chief inftances and indications of 3,
people’s being char gcable with this fin.

AND doubtlefs, thigisin a degree the cafe, when a
nation fituated and circumftanced as we have been de-
1cnbmg, do nat realize thcmfclvcs to be Iucrhl and
dnitmguxﬂungly pnvxlcged Surgly fuch a condmon
is a fignally favoured conditipn. The greatp nefs and
value of fuch bleflingy exceed all calculation. Have
they been poflefled lang, and enjoyed with little in-
terruption ! By thefe glrcumﬁances the favor, far
from being diminithed, is greatly cnhanced. Apt as
we may be, on fuch an account to think thefe blefs-
ings conimon, and therefore lefs worthy of acknowledg-
ment, they are not common to all. © Thoufands and
mzlhons of our race are firangers to them. Ard if,
where they are beftowed, they are treated with cold
inattention and indifference ; if a people thus diftin-
guithed have no hearts to feel and confefs a peculiarly
tavoured fituation, nor to cherifh a tender fenfibility
to divine gopdnefs ; if, through the very commonnefs
and profuﬁon of thefe bleﬂings, the hand of the Giver
is unnoticed ; or if, on the other hand, the fenfe of
numerous, great and Ionrr continued bcnehts 1s abforb-
ed by that of 2 few ﬂlght and temporary inconve-
niences and fufferings ; thefe things afford but too

L

* Deut. xi. 12, + Deut. xxxiii. 29. ¢ Ploexliv e,
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certain evidence of the criminal difpolition reprobated
in the teat.
Bur the cafe becomes ftill ftronger, when in addi-

tion to what has becn ipxﬁ defcribed, there prevails
among fuch a people, a {pirit of pofitive dx{htxsm&wn
and complaint. This is a moft obvious and cervire-
ing proof that their privileges are groffly updervalued.
"That a people furrounded with every thing tendir.; to
make them happ} every thing calculated to 1mprc.'s
a fenfe of obligation apd awakcn fentiments of grati-
tude, fhould te thus chargeable, may appear to a can-
d:d mmd s hich trufts nthcr to its own gcncrous
prelumpnons, than to an obfcrvanon of what agta.lhv
patles in the world, fcarcely to be belicved. Butalas
to the difgrace of humar nature it has been foum.,
that in fuch a ioil the noxious weeds of difcontent,
comphint and infubordination are peculiarly apt to
frring. ‘The Jewith government, thqugh a Theocracy,
couid not fatisty ap unreafonable people. Their whole
journcy to the land of promife, fo replete with tefii-
monials of the divine regard and compaﬂxon, was
fcarcely kis replete with nftances of complaint on
their part againft their leaders and againft their God,
They n'urmurcd in tbeir tents, fays the context. Tl
envied Mofes aife in the camp, and Aaren the j(m't of the
Lord  "There were ambitious ard diforganizing ipirits
among them, who crimipated the managcment of their
concerns, am:l pretending an extrare tendernefs and
veneration for ‘the rights of the peeple, clamcured
againft their rulers, reprefented them is regardless ot
their libertigs apd interefts, as ano«antly afluming
and tyrannically excrcifipg powers to’ which they had
no claim, and as wdhmg to convert their fellow-citi-
zcns who were as good ™ as themielves, inte flaves and
beafis of burden ; mere paflive ipfiruments of theiy
own {clfithnefs, pndc and agarandizement.*  And
thefe arts, although they ﬁnally iflued in tremendous
' rum, both to the chaulom mulutudc and their Lu-

o . - -

* \x I\mn" x\l
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tious lcaders, were for a time but too fuocefsiul. With
this firiking example in our view, my brethren, we
need not wonder to find the richelt privileges a nation
can enjoy oppofing no cffedtual preventives to com-
plaint and diffatisfaction. WWe necd not wonder to
{ind the wifeft civil conftitutions attacked, the pureft
public charadters flandered, the moft falutary laws op-
pofed, pecuniary burdens the moft indifpenfable, re-
prefented as fuperfluous and oppreflive, and the reft-
lefs fpirit of faction attempting to perfuade the moft
free and favoured people that they are miferable
flaves. DBut if thefe things are not fuyprizing, they
are not the lefs to be Jamented.

May 1 not add, in the third place, that when a peo-
ple are not Willipg to make thofe facrifices and cn-
counter thofe difliculties which are neccflary in order
to poflefs and maintain fuch privileges and bleflings as
we have defcribed, this is an argument that they un-
dervalue and comparatively defpife them. It was this
circumftance chiefly, as we have feen, which fixed on
the lraclites the ftigma of defpifing the pleajunt land,
They did not think it worth a bold and ftrenuous
effort. They did not prize it highly enough to be
willing to encounter thé difficulty and hazard necefla-
ry in order to poflefs it. They gave too eafy credit
to the formidable and extravagant accounts of fome
of the fpies concerning the enemies they had to op-
pofe ; while others, eqpally informed, poflefling far
fuperior claijas to their confidence, and who, with a
truly pious, noble and difinterefted zeal, inculcated
very different fentiments, were not only difregarded,
but on the point of falling facrifices tg popular fury,
At the bottom of all this, there was a fecret hankering:
«fter the gaod living of Egypt ;5 a bafe and unnaturﬁ
preference in fayour of that region of tyranny and
heathenifm, and a willingnefs to fubmit to its opprefs.
1ons and miferies, rather than encounter fome tempo-
rary trials and dangers, for the fair land of promife.

Doks it not appear in fome meafurc 3 ugiterm ap-
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_ pointment of Providence, that blefiings lghly impor-
tant and valuable arc to be acquired and maintained
“only through the medium of difficulty, danger and
felf-demial ? Nor do we ordinarily relu at thefe; when
the value and importance of the obje to whick they
lead, are fuitably appreciated and realized. And why
thould nations, more than individus!s, expect exemp-
tion from fo wife and realonable an appointment ?
As long as mankind continue to be what they are ; zs
long as ambition, felfifhnefs, rapacity and the fpirit of
lawizfs encroachment on the rights of others, are
among the favourite and ruling paflions of the human
bofom, fo long muft nations expect to defend their
dearell, their moft effential intevefts at the expenfe of
many t.mporary and lefs important incoavehiences
and trials. And when fuch facrifices in fuch a caufe
are obvioully called for, a peopie poffefled of privileges
worth defending, and fuitably awake to their value,
will not paufe and ponder and hefitate whether they
fhall boldly defend them or not. When their al} is at
{take, they will not fpend time in coldly calculating
how much fhalt be employed fos its fecurity. They
will not liften to the fuggeftions of thofe who, wink-
mg out of fight the importance of the object, defcant
on nothing but burdens and dangers, ditliculties and
impoflibilitics.  Still lefs will they be induced to pur-
chafc a deceitful and fhort-lived fecurity from the
encroacaments of foreign ufurpation, by tamely fub-
mitting to its mercy, however imperious its demands,
however fpecious its arts, however fair its promies.
FourTiiry, when 2 people can confent to commit
their national privileges and bleflings to unneceflary
rifk and hazard, it argues that they are far from 2 juit
appreciation of them. Whatever we highly and ten-
derly prize, we are apt to guard with a fcrupulous
vigilance ; and the appreheniion of its lofs or injury
will deter us from approaching cven the confines of
danger. ‘Fhere is, at the fame time, a fecret propen-
fity in the human mind, which is cortinually prompt-
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iny men to new experiments in quclt of 1 happincts

not yet realized, and often fuch as Heaven has nat

dcfigned for mortals. Something of this kind {cems

vifible in the ficft fatal apoftacy: And it is not one of

the 122t Rriking traits in the character of our fallen

mature. Difcontented with their prefent ftate, faftdi-

ouily undervaluing the blefiings they pofiefs, fattered

“\rith the enchanting profpect of a pertection of happi-
nefs yet unattained, and in reality unattainable, fedu-

ced by {ome tempter to difregard the injunitions of
heaven, and ovcriexp thi¢ reftraints ot duty, mankind

are continuaily plurging into crines and calamities.
-Alas | why fhould 2 people bleft with a rich fulnefs of
what is calculated to make them happy, turn away ir
difzuft from what they have, and figh after what they
have not—and cannot have, until the nature of man

be altered, or the laws of Heaven reverfed ? Why

thould civil conftitiitions and eftablithments, which

have refulted from the deliberations of wifdom, and

ftood the t<ft of experience, be expofed and endanger-

ed by endlefs attempts at reformation and revolution ¢
Why, pofleffed of a reai and rational frcedom, fhould

men weary themielves in the fruitlefs, hopzicls pur-

fuit of a perfection of liberty which never had an ex-

iitence, but in the prolific imagipation of the enthu-

fiaft ; a liberty wholly exclufive of reftraint ; a liberty
~which both reafon and dreadtul experiment pronounce
unattainable, and which, even if it could be attained,

would prove equally hoitile to the improvement and

the happinéfs of man. And furcly, peace is a blefiing
far too precious to be fported with. Purchafed in.

deed, at the price of national fovercignty, or eflential

interefts, it is bought too dcarly. But almoft every
facrifice fhort of this, a truly wife ard underftanding
people will bz difpofed to make. And far trom

thoughtlefsly fquandering away the blefiing, far from

civing it up on acccunt of every offence or injury,

they will feek its prefervation with a kind of uncon-

querable perfeverance ; ner abandon the purfuit, but
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in confequence of the moft obvious and prefling nc-
ceflity. Nor will they negle&t to guard themiclves
2xainit thofe internal and {ecret arts by which un-
offending and peaceably difpofed nations have fome-
times been unwarily plunged into the calamities of
war. Above all, ouzht the religious interefts and
blefliags which a peopfe enjoy, to be guarded wich
the moft facred care.  Every degree of licentioufnefs
in fentiment and pra&ice, every approach to infidelity,
cvery thing, in fhort, which tends to undermine or
wreft from them their religion, fhould be moft cau-
tiouily avoided. In the Plalm to which we are in-
debted for the text, it is reprefented as one of the
principal fins of God’s ancient people, that they mingled
among ithe beathen ; that they learned their works, and
ferved their idols ; which were a fnare unto them.®  Does
not this circumftance naturally fuggeft the enquiry,
whether it is in chara&er, whether it is confiftent with
2 due regard to their religion, for a peogle profefling
Chriftiznity to form unneceflarily fuch clofe and inti-
mate connedions, either public or private, with infidel
and atheiftical nations (a7 fuch nations there be) as tend
diredly to the introduction and diffufion among them-
fclves of their deteftable principles ?

LeT me obferve, in the fifth place, that the preva-
lence of levity and inattention to religion among a
people bleffed with the light of the gofpel, and the fa-
cred inftitutions of Chriftianity, is a fad, but too fure
a proof that their invaluable privileges are defpifed.
¢ A land of levity is a land of guilt.”” Such a fpirit
is, in every vicw, incompatible with a due fenfe of
fuch bleflings. Beftowed as they are, on creatures un-
worthy and ill-deferving, their proper effe is to im-
prefs a deep and humbling fenfe of obligation, and to
excite emotions of tender and lively gratitude. And
when it is recolleted that for fuch diftinguithing

mercy, an awful, a tremendous account muft be ren-
C
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dered hereafter, what heart, not wholly inienfibley
will not be folemnized and penetrated to its very cen-
tre { What is the great defign on which we are vifited
by the glorions gofpel, revealing fuch myfteries of
grace, and propofing fuch a fulnefs of blefings, but
that we may cordially entertain it, credit its doctrines,
comply with its propufals, imbibe and exhibit its {pi-
rit, and rclign ourfelves to its unerring guidance ?
How cin we but be inexcufably regardlefs of Jeno-
var’s UNSPLAKARLE GIFT, and grofsly infenfible to its
value, if we do not belicvingly accept and thankfully
embrace it ? Why are we permitted to enjoy the holy
fabbaths and gracious inftitutions of our Redeeming
God, the facred rights of conicience and the unmo-
lefted liberty of divine worfhip, but that we may obe-
diently improve thefe high privileges, and walk as
becomnes a boly nation, a peculiar pesple 2 And do not our
incitimable civil eftablifhments, which fecure to us the
frec and peaccable enjoyment of thefe bleflings ; do
not all the common mercics, all the diftinguifhing fa-
vours and ail the fpecial interpofitions ot Providence
point us to the fame object ?

FiNaLLY, if the obfervations juft made are true, all
muft fee that the diffufion and triumph of pofitive in-
fidelity and wickednefs among fuch a favoured people,
aflord il more ample and melancholy evidence on
the fame fubjec. The nation thus chargeable bears
in its very fice uncquivocal and awful demonfiration
of its guilt. If the rich bounties of Providence, in-
ftead of being obediently improved to the honor of
the Giver, are made the inftruments and occafions of
pride. floth, intemperance and impurity ; if general
profperity excites and cherifhes a {pirit of general dif-
fipation, luxury and extravagance, of felfithnefs and
avarice, of unjuft fpeculation and exorbitant gain ; if],
with the conveniences and delights of cldcr countrics,
arc imported and diffufed their fantaftic modes of liv-
ing, thei~ deftructive pleafures and deteftable vices ;
it civil and religious freedom is abufed as a clouk of
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licentioufnefs ; if it is perverted into an engine for
the propagation of principles {ubverfive of the very
foundations of all government, morality and religion ;
if profane ridicule and blafphemous contempt be pour-
ed on the pure and faving truths, the holy and be-
nign inftitutions of the gofpel—thefe are black and
awful fymptoms of the crime reprobated in tae text.
‘T'hefe are a cloud of witnefles which inconteftiblyprove
and loudly proclaim a nation chargeable with under-
valuing and defpifing its rich inheritance of privileges,
What remains then 13,

THIRDLY, to offer a few remarks on the guilt and
danger of fuch a people. Co |

A MOMENTARY contemplation of their ftate and
character muft convince us that they are chargeable
with a fignal ingratitude. "What more could be done
for a people thus eminently diftinguithed *—Mercy of
every kind pouring in upon them from every quarter,
and, in its way, overpafling immenfe and numberleis
obftacles of guilt and ill-defert.  What vaft and in.
numerable obligations lie upon them then, to acknow-
ledge and to prize the peculiar favor they enjoy, to
Sland faf? in the precious liverties they poflefs, and
‘maintain them at every hazard, to make a humble,
obedient and fruitful improvement of {o fair an in.
heritance, and above all, to beware (agreeably to that
folemn and affecting monition of the Moft High to his
people*) left when they have eaten and are full, and have
built goodly heufis, and have dwelt therein ; and when their
berds and their flocks multiply, and their fver and their
gold is multiplicd, and a!l that they have is multiplied ; 1hen
their beart be lifted up, and they forget the Lord their God.

IN fuch a cafe, ingratitude is plainly chargeable.
But what if, in addition to this, there be a {pirit of
pofitive diicontent with the kindeft allotments of
Providence ; a difpofition to murmur and conipliin
amid numberlefs reafons for thankfulnefs ; to dimin.
ith and underrate blefiings of the greateft value and
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importance ; to magnify every undefirable circum-
ftance attending themn ; to trifle with, and fquander
them away, as though they were not worth the hav-
ing ; or (what is much the fame in efle&) grudgingly
to refufe every exertion and facrifice neceflary to their
defer.ce ? What if neither judgments can awaken, nor
mercies melt, nor the fweet voice of divine compaflion
in the gofpel, allure fuch a people to a ferfe ot their
duty? What if the richeft bleflings which Heaven it-
{elt can beftow, are contemptuouily trampled on ; or,
with a defperate hardnefs, perverted to licentioufrefs
and vice ? Muft not the coldeft infenfibility be theirs ?
Mutt they not be loft, in a woful degree, to every in-
genuous emotion and every grateful fentiment of the
human bolom ? |

Nor is the bafencfs and fervility of fuch a fpirit lefs
confpicuous than its black ingratitude. Who can con-
template without a2 mixture of pity, contempt and de-
teftation the conduét of the anciznt Ifraelites, redeem-
ed as they were, by the fpecial interpofiticn of Jeho-
vah, from a diftrefling and ignominious fervitude,
bleft in their journey with his peculiar prefence, direc-
tion and guardianfhip, yet looking back with ¢ long-
ing, lingering” eyes on Egyst, and in recolle&tion of
its fifb, its cucumbe: s, its melcns, its leeks, its onions, and
its garlick, loathing the bread of heaven, defpifing the
plecfant land in which they were to have no matfler but
God himfelf, ard even withing to return to their for-
mer flavery ? But, my brethren, the fame perverfe and
pitiful part is but acted over again by a people who,
bleft with fuch rich privileges as we have defcribed,
have yet no hcart to prize them, no {pirit to defend
them, no difpofition thankfully to improve them—
abcve all, if the imaginary felicity of other countrics,
infinitely lefs favoured than their own, is openly ex-
tolied and fecictly coveted. * Such a people are em-
phatically a pesple of no underftanding.  They are grofsly
unfaithful to themfelves. - They manifeft a fignal in-
fenfibility to their interefts as well as to their obliga.
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tions and duties: and pracically judge themfelves un-
werthy of the favours they enjoy—or rather, poflefs
without enjoying. Their vitiated palate turns in dif-
guft from the choiceft bounties of Heaven, and faftens
on the dregs and refufe of creation.  Their abject and
degenerate fpirit incapacitates them for every thing
but {lavery and vice, wretchedne’s and ruin. |
Nay more, fuch a fpirit and conduct bear the fiamp
of impiety. A people of this charater, like profane
Efau, are guilty ot defpifing their birth-right, ard are
reparcd to barter it away. He who beftows fuch a
beral inheritance of bleflings, moft juitly requires
and expeéls, that it be highly prized, that it be tena-
ciouily preferved and fruittully improved. The voice
of his authority unites with the voice of his mercy,
in calling to this. And a contrary {pirit, while it ar-
guss a bafe ingratitude, implies likewife difobedience,
difregard and irreverence toward the Sovereign Ma-
jefty of heaven and earth. In this point of view, con-
tempt of the pleafant land which God has given us, ap-
pears virtually contempt of the Giver. And if this 1s
obvioufly in a degree the cale, as it refpe®s our polit-
ical privileges and providential mercies, we are folemn-
ly warned, by the higheft authority, that it is cmiphat-
ically fo, in refpect ‘to a preached gofpel.  He 1hat
defpifeth you, {ays the Eternal Son of God, to its com-
miflioned minifters, depifcth me ; and e thuz defpifeih
me, defpifeth Him that fent me* = |
WHAT can be more evident than that a people thus
guilty are’in imminent denger of baving their privileses
wrefled from them 2 Infenfible to their value, and taking
no ferious pains to preferve them, they have reafon to
Jook forward to their lofs, as a thing of couric. On
their civil and political privileges, fuch infenfibility
and fupinenefs muft ever have a moft balctul influence.
'Thefe muft be imminently expoled to be firft feized,
and then cither contemptuouily trampled on, or wan-
tonly {ported away, by the ambitious and afpiring
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among themiclves—chara&ters not rare, furely, in any
community ; and peculiarly apt to {warm under the
tun-fhine of a free government. They are expofcd to
endlefs and incalculable danger from the encroach-
ments of foreign ufurpation, and thc machinations of
foreign influence. Such a people may be truly faid to
invite the attempts of every intruder at home and
abroad, who may happen to think their rights and
properties worth poflcfiing.  Such a people muft, in
the orcdinary couric of things, become enflaved and
mperable, Nor is this obfervation unfnpported by
fubftantial fact. lts truth is inconteftibly proved and
awfully illuftrated by the hiftory of the ancient repub-
lic of Rome,and by that of modern European repub-
lics not a few. |

EspeciaLLy does a difefteem and abufe of the gofpel
lead, in the directeft manner, to its deprivation. So
tar as its truths are difbelieved and denied, its propo-
fitions fpurned, its inftitutions neglected and trampled
cn; {o far as iniquity abounds and infidelity prevails
among a people ; they are guilty of depriving them-
felves of 1ts bleffings, and putting from them 1ts great
falvation. Thefe things naturally tend to banith even
the external difpenfation of the gofpel from among
them. And have they not reafon to tremble left that
1uft God, who fees their guilt in all its difmal aggra-
vations, thould in wrath interpofe to remove their can-
dicftick from its place, and thrait them out of the defpi-
fcd bletlings of his kingdom ?

CerraiN itis,that fuch a people are awfuilyexpofed
to fgnal providential calamities.  Shall I not vifit for thefe
thinzs, fays Jehovah of his covenanted, but ungrateful
and provoking people of old: and /flall not my foul beaven-
ged on fuch a nation as this #*—Y.xpreflions which, while
they fpeak loud warning to a guilty world, may well
{irike a peculiar terror to the hearts of a people wholc
privileges,characier and guilt are nearly allied to theirs
concerning whomthey wereoriginally ufed. Thofevery
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privileges of a rcligious kind on which, notwithitand-
ing thar impicus abule of them, thcy may be ready to
fourd a hope of exemption, far from gving counte-
nance to this hope, are calculated to render fuch ca-
lamitous vifitations peculiarly probable, juft and tre-
mendous. This tco 1s plainly intimated in that mem-
orable addrefs of the Moft High to the Jewifh nation:
Tou only bave [ known of 2l the familics of the carth :
therefore I widl punifb you for all your imiquities.®* And
certainly He whofe underftanding is infinite, who has
all beings and events under his abfolute control, can
never want means by which to punifh a provoking
people. He may, by fome fignal interpofition of his
Providence, arreft the career of their guilty profperity,
dry up the fources of their perverted wealth and blait
their abufed comforts. He may afflict and defolate
them by famine, by peftilential difeafe, and by war,
thofe three chief miniters of divine vengeance. He
may punifh them by the inftrumentality of thofe very
nations by whom they have been feduced to fin, and
whcfe polluting principles and practices they have
adopted. A fignal inftance of this kind is recorded
in the context; which, after informing us that the
ifraclites mingled among the bcathen, learned their <works
and jerved their idols ; adds, Therefore was the wrath of
the Lord kindled againft bis people, infomuch that be ab-
horred his cwn inbcritance.  And bhe gave them into the
band of the beathen, and thecy that bated them ruled over
them.  Their enemies alfo oppreffed them, and they wore
brought inte fubyection under their band.t May a graci-
ous God fave this our American Ifrael from fimilar
guilt and fimilar punithment !

BuT a moft folemn confideration 1s yet bchind. A
people guilty as we have defcribed, are obvioully in
danger of being /ot by the good Spirit of God, and thus
of being given over to hardnefs of heart, and a woful
infenfibility to the things of their peace. How tre-
incndous that divine denunciation : My people would

* Awos i, 2. T 5¢e veliaa 35. 30, auu 40, 4, 324
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not hearien to my voiez ; and Ifrael would noneof me : So
gave them up to their own bearts luft ; and they waiked in
their own counfels.*  What can tend more directly than
fuch black ingratitude and difobedience, fuch con-
tempt and abufe of the richeft bleflings, efpecially con-
fidered as implying an obftinate difregard and relfift-
ance of internal divine monitions and influences, to
provoke the Holy One of Iftacl to withdraw the Spi-
rit of his grace ? And wo to that people from whom,
in this fenfe, their God is departed ! To be ftripped at
once of every external privilege, every temporal com-
fort, were not half fo terrible.  Alas! what avail all
thefe, though beftowed in the richeft profufion, if
they come without a blefling ? Yea, what avails the
precious gofpel itfelf, if the {weet and powerful influ-
ences of divine grace are withholden ? What though
the lamp of their worldly profperity burn ever fo
bright ; what though the wealth of both the Indics
be lowing into their coffers, if their chief glory is
gone, and the curfe of God lies heavy upon their very
bleflings! And what though they may be ready to
cry peace to themfelves, if this imaginary peace is
but a prelude to real mifery and ruin ; and nothing,
in fa&, remains but a certain fearful looking for of judg-
ment and fiery indignation 2t

ARrE there not, Fathers and Brethren, many things
in the fubjet we have been contemplating, which
have a very inferefting reference to ourfelves asa pco-
ple, and which claim peculiarly our moft folemn no-
ticc, on this day of national humiliation *—Perhaps
two nations never exifted, more nearly refembling
each other, and between which a parallel might prop-
erly be drawn in a greater variety of inftances, than
the ancient Ifraclites, and the people of thefc American
States. Do not our diftinguithing privileges and our
national character bear a moft ftriking fimilarity to
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theirs? Have we not, like them, bezn highly exalted
above the nations of the earth, by a wonderful com-
plication of divine bleflings, and a moft remarkable
feries of providential interpofitions ;—and alas ! have
we not trodden, with them, all the dreadful mazes of
ingratitude, difobedience and provocation ?

Have we not indsed a pleafint land >—a country
which by the general falubrity of its air, the richneis
of its foil, its diverfity of climate, its varicty and 2bun-
dance of productions, its pleafing intcrfperfion with
mountains and vales, lakes and rivers, its advantages
for internal and external communication, is privilezed
above moft other countries, and eminently favourable
to the healih and comfort of its inhabitants ? Was not
the hand of Providence fignaily zonfpicuous in con-
ducting our fathers to thefe thores, in fuftaining their
hearts amid a complication of perils and diflicultics, in
giving them eftablithment here, in guarding and nou-
rifhing this pecple during their infancy, in vindicating
us from the tyranny of our unnatural mother, crown-
ing our arduous ftruggles with victory and indepen-
dence, and enabling us to take a place among the na-
tions of the earth? And has not the fame good hand
been ftrikingly vifible in leading us to devife and
‘adopt civil conftitutions fo remarkably combining
“liberty with order;” efpecially, in lcading us to
eftablith a national government under wkofe bernign
aufpices our rights are guarded, cur frecedom fecured
and public credit maintained ; genius is encourage.d,
learning diffufed, commerce extended, induftry re-
warded, agriculture and the arts Hourithing, popala-
tion and wealth increafiny with 2 rapidity almoit un-
cxampled, and our national neutrality and peace, ini-
minently threatened and unwarrantably perfecuted 23
they have been, in a good degree preferved. Lheis
fubftantial facts, while they evince the foundnefs and
excellence ot our national conftitution, proclaim like-
wife the integrity and wifdom which Lave prompted
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and guided its adminiftration. Nor is it a {mall mer.
cy that fuch a remarkable feries of able and faithful
men have been divinely raifed up, to take the conduct
of our public concerns : men who have approved them-
fclves indeed the Fathers ot their country ; whofe no-
ble zeai ard unwearied exertions for its good, deferve
to be had in everlafting remembrance. To crown all
we have the blefled goipel of heavenly grace, a fin
plenitude and variety of the means of rclngxom in

tion, the key of divine knowledge in the hands of
the poor, and th‘c facred rights of con{cience invioiably
guarded.

DoEs it not appear, even from this faint and imper-
fect fke t(."l that our lard 15 a land peculiarly and pre-
eminently f.worcd that a gracious God has elevated
us as 2 people to an inheritance of privileges fuperior,
probably, to that of any nation on thc face of the
globe ? And now, does not every ferious and tender-
fpirited pc.rfon among Us, almoft fhrink from the

qucltion: what returns bave been made for thefe privileges ?

}Iow have they been treated, ;md how have they been
r:nproved by us ? Is it not alas | too evident, that 2 cold;
unzratsfid ingenfibidity to their worth, con{h*utcs a ﬁrona'
and difim: al feature in our national charadter ? Amid
fuch a variety and multiplicity of bieflings, have we
not been inexcufzbly neglectful and regardlefs of the
hand which has beltowed them ? Is there not among
us a melaicholy prevalence of a difpofition to think
lightly of thefe invaluable prnxlcvcs, to reluct from
the efforts and facrifices neceflary to their defence and
maintenance, and even to expofe them, without ne-
ecility, to the moft imminent hazard ? Has not a
1'p'1it of difcontent and clamour the moft flagrantly

rcafonable, gone forth through the land ; and have
not che dangcx ous fuggeftions of hollow-hearted and
feif-feeking, or deluded and vifionary men, been liften-
ed to, in prdcrcnce to the wholefome counfels of thofe
whofe wifdom, purity and patriotifim have been ap-
proved by miany a fcvere trial 2 Has not a too eafy
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credit been glven to the miireprefentations of thofe
who would perfuade us that we are {flaves while en-
joying conftitutions of our own framing, while fubject
to laws of our own making and governed by rulers of
our own free cle@ion~~and miferable, becaufe called
to take up a few cafual burdens ? Above all, are we not
chargeable with a grofs abufe ard perverfion of our
ineftimable religious privileges ? Is not hicentioufnefs in
principle and practice, prevaleat and increafing among
us, in 2 moft alarming degree? Is not the vencrable
name of Jehovah awfully profaned? Are not the truths,
precepts and inftitutions of the gofpel of Chrift but
too gcnerally treated either with frigid indifference,
or with grofs difregard and contempt ? Does not the
bold, unbluthing front of infidelity erect itfelf almolt
every where around us? Do not various torms cf ir-
religion and vice, which once fought the fhades of
concealment, now walk abroad without fear or fhame?
Young as we are, as a people, have we not already
bidden adieu to thofe plain, fimple habits and manncrs
which lately conftituted our peculiar glory ; and da
we not bear the {ad and unequivocal {fymptoms of pre-
mature old age and decrepitude ¢ Has not oyr extenfive
and produétive commerce, while it has brought us the
wealth and imprayements of other nations, been like-
wife the medium of introducing and paturahizing
among us their luxury, their difipation, their follies
and their vices; and have not national provacation,
degeneracy, ingratitude and a general deterioration of
principle and practicc but too clofely kept pace with
national profperity and opulence ? In fine, when a juit
God has manifefted his awful difpleafure at our fins
by vifiting us with diftrefling calamities and defolat-
ing judgments, have not our impenitence and infen-
ibility too exa&tly coincided with that defcription of
the Prophet s O Lord, thou baft firicken them, but they baqie
not gricved ; thou baft chafiened them, but they bave refufed:
fo receive correclion ; they have made their faces harder than
a rock ; they have refufed to return* o
| * }cr. Ve 3
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LrT me appcal to you, brethren, whether thefe are
gloomy exaggerations, or plain, inconteflible fadts.
Alas! they are facts, too weil fubitantiated by every
day’s obfervation. Every attcntive perfon notices
them : every {crious Chriftian mourns and laments
them. They fix indelibly on our nation the guiit of
defpifing this pleajant land ; this defirable and declightiul
country, fo fignally endowed by all-gracious lieaven
with every thing which raticnal and imimortal beings
ought to hold decar.  And are there not the moft
prefling reafons to apprehend that this fin, in particu-
lar, fo plainly chargeable upon us, though, by mott,
fo littie laid to heart; that this fin, fo aggravated, fo
comprehenfive, fo clearly carrying in it all that is bafe,
ungraieful and even impious, muft and will, unlefs
repented of, call down upon this people fome pecu.-
larly awtul exprcilions of heavenly indignation ¢ Nay
more, may we not with confidence conclude that this
fin Las had a {fpecial influence to bring down uvpon us
thofe diftrefling national calamities which we have al-
ready felt, and fome of which we feel at this day 7 We
may rcad our {in in our punilhment. And if there
be one particle of ingenuoufnefs within us, we muft
{cc and contefs the fignal juftice of Heaven in depriv-
ing us, in fuch a degree, of bleflings {o much under-
valued and fo greatly mifimproved. And when we
contemplate the preient dark and threatening afpect
.of our putlic affairs, do we not {ind reafon for appre-
hending that ftill .nore awful vifitations await us ? Is
it not, then high time for all to take the alarm ? Is it
not indifpenfable that every one of us fhould ferioufly
enter into his own heart, faithfully fearch for the root
of bitternefs therc, and folemnly enquire what fhare he
1as had 1n fwelling that enormous mafs of guilt and

rovocation which lies {o heavy on our country ? And
Fet every form of this fin, {fo offenfive and ruinous,
which we have been defcribing and rcprobating, be
fincerely lamented and, with deepeft abhorrence, 1¢-
nounced.
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'TuE crifis to which we are come, 1s {folemin and mo-
mentous indeed. I cannot but think that, as a people,
we are now fixing our character, and, in fome impor-
tant fenfe, our future deftiny. Our rights and privi-
leges, civil and religious, every thing, in fhort, which
as men and Chriftians we fthould hold dear, are for-
midably aflailed from without. But if we are only
faithful to ourfelves, they cannot probably be wrefted
from us. Determined to be free, we cannot be {laves.
Determined to maintain our religion, we {hall, by the
help of God, maintain it. We are then making an
experiment awfully interefting, in its iflue and confe-
quences, not to ourfelves alone, but to pofterity and
to the human race. If, with all our peculiar advan-
tages, we cannot, or will not prefcrve thefe bleflings,
little hope will remain, that any nation can ever poflefs
them long. Let us then cherifh a lively fenfe of the
obligations and duties impofed on us by {o peculiar a
fituation. Called to a glorious conteft, let us_ffand fo/t
in the faith, quit ourfelves like men, and be firong in the
ftrength of Almighty God. At his gracious throne,
Jet us feek the pardon of our numberlefs offences, and
that his grace may infpire us with a facred ambition
to walk worthy our high privileges. And let us pray,
in the words prefented 1in the context : Save us, O Lord
our God, and gatber us from among the beathen, to give
thanks unto thy bely name, and to triumph in thy praife.
Bleffed be the Lord God of Ifrael from everlgfting to ¢xerlyi-
ing : and let all the people fay, AMEN. |
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Sermon 11.

NEHEMIAH iv. o.

NEVERTHELESS, WE MADE OUR PRAYER UNTO OUR
GoD, AND SET A WATCH AGAINST THEM DAY AND
NIGHT, BECAUSE OF THEM.

IN the former part of this book, we have a de-
{cription of the pious and tender concern of Nehemiabh,
on account of the affli¢ted condition of his count.y.
The Jews had been indeed, for {fome time, liberated
from their tedious captivity, and reftored to their own
country : their temple was rebuilt, and their civil as
well as ecclefiaftical regulations arranged and eftabliths
ed. Still, the holy city was completely defencelefs,
its walls and gates in the fame ftate of proftration and
ruin, in which they had been left by the Babylonith
conqueror, and its inhabitants corfequently expofed
to continual infult, aggreflion and injury from the
neighbouring nations.  Deeply affected with this ca-
lamitous condition of things, Nehemiah, after im-

sloring the blefing of Hcaven on his dcnwn, and
mal-.mcr the ananaemcnts neceflary for its execution,
carneﬁly invited his countrymecn to join with him in
building the walls of Jerufalem.  His application met
a prompt and checrful concurrence.  The undertaking
was commenced with ardor, and was rapidly adv anc-
Ing to its completion, when fuddcnl) S progreds was
Interrupted by tie unprovoked and mz lignant cfforts
of Sanballat, ibe Horomitze  Of this man we know but
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little, except that he fuftained an office of fome impor-
tance under the Perfian monarch, that he wasa hea-
then, an unprincipled fcoffer at tlnnrrs facred, a bitter
encmy to tie Jews, and partlcular]v to the zond work
of national defence in which they were now engaged,
and that he oppofed its profecution with indefatigable
zeal and activity ; reforting, at one time, to open vi-
olence ; at another, to infidious ftratagem ; at a third,
to indecent and profane ridicule, as 15 eemed moft fub-
forvient to his mifchievous and deteftable defign. At
the time to which the text refers, it feems that he was
med:tating, n conjunction with others of various na-
tions, who were inimically difpofed to the Jew Sy 2
formidable aflault on Nehemiah, and his friends, in
order to put, if poflible, an entire period to their pro-
ceedings. It was on this occafion, that the pious,
prudent and dignified conduét defcribed in the text,
was refolved on, and purfued. Neverthelefs, we made
eur prayer unto our God, and fet a watch again/? them day
and night becaufe of them—A refolution which, as it
was highly becoming in itfelf, and as it was crowned
with the divine bleﬂmg, feems likewife to hold forth
an example very worthy the imitation of allin fimilar
circamitances.

In the proclamation which has aflembled ws this
day, the intelligent and venerable Chief Magiftrate of
our Union Las announced that ¢ the moft precious
“ intercfls of the peopie of the United States are {till
“ held in jeopardy, by the hoftile defigns and infidious
“arts of a foreign nation, as well as by the diflemina.-
¢ tion among them of thote principles, fubverfive ot
““ the tmmdmons of all religious, moral and {ocial o
« hg.mom that have produced incalculable mlfchxct
¢ and milery in other countries.” And, my brethren
unlefs [ greatly mifapprehend, this is a truth wlnch
paintul as it is, has now become tco cbvious to be dif
believed, or even to admit a rational doubt. Permit
me then to hope for your attention and your candor,
while I endeavour to colledt from the text, and to fet
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before you, an iniportant leffon for our dircétion as a
people, while embarraffed, diftreiled and tar:atened as
we arc, by the inunical difpofition and conduct of our
late allies.—The leflon, in fhort, 15 this: that we
fhould mak= thefe things matter of our prayer to God ;
and, at the fumce time, be anxemittingly on the watch
azainft their hofiile defigns and etorts. |

LET me then atteiar:it fome bricf illuftration of each
of thefe branches of duty fuggefted in the text; with
fome gencral view of the principal argunicnts which
urge them dpon our attention. .

First, it 13 incumbent an us, in this period of na-
tional calamity, diftrefs and danger, to m.ake our praver
to God. 'This is but a proper tribute of honor to the
fupreme Difpofer of events, and the righteous Gover-
nor of the univerfe. It is a tribute not lefs becoming
nations than individvals.  Our focial capacitiés, dif-
pofitions and fympathies, together with an endlefs va-
Ticty of wants, bleflings, enjoyments and obligations
common to us as members of the {ame body politic,
all unite to dentand of us fuch a public and united
acknowledgment and homage. It is a tribute; efpe-
cially due from a nation, lke ours, profeiling Chrif-
tianity. And if the feafon ¢annot be named, in which
fuch an employment is improper, every perfon of
thought dnd feeling muft perceive it to be ¢ a plain
‘ dictate of duty, and a firéng fentiment of nature,
“ that in circumitances et great urgency and feafons
‘“ of imminent danger, earneit and particular {uppli-
¢ cations fhould be made to Him who is able to defend
“ or to deftroy.”t Has He not likewife given us a
peculiar encouragement and .2 pofitive command to
call upon Him in the day of troudle? lun fhort, who does
not {ee that on Hium we arc entirely dependent, both
as individuals apd communities, tor every favor and
every deliverance ! What are all the mighticit hnman
means and efforts, what is all human fagacity and cir-
cumipection, if unattended with his gracious blefling ?

F
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And furely, He can, if he plcafe, give efficacy and fue-
cefs to the feebleft inftruments and attempts. Proud
tyrants may threatcn and may rage, but He can ren-
der both their threats and their violence impotent and
harmlefs. Imperious and haughty nations may attempt
to beltride and fubjugate the world, but thefe defigns
He can, in a moment, blaft with the lizhtning of his
eye, and coniound with the thunder of his omnipotent
arm. 7 heLord bringeth the counfel of the beathen to nought.®
He difappointeth the defigns of the crafty, fo that their bands
cannot perform their enterprye. He taketh ke wife in their
own crdfti rzeﬁ ; and the counfel of the froward is carricd
head-long.1  in his hands are the hearts of ull, and fe
turneth them whitherfecver ke wwill.—Hence,

WE are bound to pray, in the fir/? place, that tic
hearts of thofe who have attacked and diftrffed us with fuch
aireifonable and inveterate hoflility, may be difpsfed to peace :
that fentiments of moderation, juftice and ﬁncerity
may difpoflels that {pirit of infolence, aggreflion, ra-
pacity and dark intrigue which has {o long inhabited
their bofoms, and rendered them fuch a fcourge to our
country : that difpofitions to make reparation for
palt, and to afford fecurity againit future injuries,
may be honeftly and unequivocally manifefted by them ;
and thus a way be opened for mutual, folid and
hafting reconciliation. Supplications of this tenor
C hrnitmmty injoins and requires. It permits us to
harbour no malignant, unforgiving, irrcconcilable di-
politions even toward thofe who have moft groflly in-
jured us. It bids us leve our enemies, do goud to them that
hate us, and pray for them that defpitefully ufe and perfecute
us.t In the prefent cale, great as our wrongs are, we
muft be far indeed from a right temper, if we do nct
fecl them int a fenfe abforbed and lof; in the open and
blafphemous coritempt which has been aimed by our
pe rfccutors, at the throne of Gob lumfelt, and the re-
figion of his Son. €an we contemplate, but for a
moment, the prefent moral charadter and ftate of the
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French nation, the low and proftrate condition of
Chriftianity among them, the prevalence and triumph
of an infidel and atheiftical philofophy, leading i its
train a hoft of gigantic vices, and pouring forth a de-
luge of calamities upon that ill-fated people—and not
feel emotions of the livclict horror, mingled with
thofe of the tendereft compaflion ? In fuch a contem-
plation, muft not every fentiment of piety and benevo-
lence irrefiftibly prompt us to pray, in their behalt,
that a ftop may be put to the progrefs of fuch tremen-
dous and overwhelming evils, that their cyes may no
longer be thut to the things of their falvatien, that,
mercifully arrefted in the career of felf-dcﬁru&mn,
they may repent of their blafphemics,” give glory to
the God of heaven, and fubmit to the bleﬁld goipel
of the Prince of peace. This is, In every view, ¢ a
confummation devoutly to be withed.” 'This would
be a Regeneration indecd—fruitful in blefiings to them-
felves, and no le!s aufpicioys to us.  For this would
be the {ureft pledge of a difcontinuance of their hoftil.
ities, and afford the beft bafis for mutual, permanent
reconcihation and triend{hip.—But

SECONDLY, we ought to pray that, however this
may be, their hoftile defigns may not proper.  Concern-
ing the full extent of thefe dclwns, and the means by
which their accomplithment is to be purfued, we are
not, as yet, accurately afcertained. But fur- y, after
what we have feen and felt, it muft require {fomewhat
more than a common degree of fcepticifim to doubt
that there exifts in the French government a fpirit of
inveterate enmity to our national and individual in-
terefts.  The unprovoked war which, for many years,
they have waged on our commerce—a war {o fruitful
in every fpecnes of infult and injury to our feamen,
and in diftrefs to every clafs of our citizens—aftords a
very lucid and intelligible comment on the declaration
of one of their own profefied advocates and devotees,
that they are determined to fleece us.  In aadition to this,
we have feen them attempting, either immediately
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or by their authorized agents, to invade and to arro.
gate our national {overeignty, to rob us of our dear.
bought mdepcndcnce, to decoy or forcc us trom thc.
ground of neutrality in the preicnt calamitous war,
to prcclpnatc us into their deftructive contefts 5 in
fhort, to ol:dige us to fravernize with them in all their
wild and deteftablc ¢ projeéts—and 1o cre necd: be told
that this fraternity is but arother term for implicit
devotion -apd abjc& flavery. nttempts of this kind
have beep fo often, and in 10 many forms, made and
repeated ; and atter being tcmporarzly frufirated or
{feeniingly relinquifhed, they have been refumed and
proiecutcd with fuch a ﬁr:mrre and unconquerable
kind of perfiftency, as fully fhews the object to be very
near their heaits. 7That it has not yet” been accorm-
plithed, let us give glory to that Being whote almigiity
and qracious arm has fo oftea Inatched us from 1 the
brirk of ruin. 'Ard let us pay a juft tribute of honor.
and gratitude to thofe patriotic Rulers who, piaced in
the front of an arduous and unpazalleled contcft have
made {0 noblz a {tand in the caufe of their country.
The collifions to which the pecuh:mtv of our fitu-
ation has given Tife, have likewile proved the medium
of ehcntmfr from the Loloms of our citizens at large
fuch fpark% of the genuine fire of independence as we
truft will never Le extinguithed, andfuck as kindie
up a brig:t and cheering hope that Americans will
never confent to be the ach& flaves ard tributaries of
any power on earth.  Still, dangers ot various kinds
clufter arourd us. Nor can we poﬂmlv determine to
how folemn snd tremiendous a confiict we may yet be
cailed, in defer.ce of our moft eflential rights and dear-
efl interefts. Let us then n, in this feafon of difirefs
and gloemy 'zpprehf’nfon humbly appeal 10 the fu-
;"e re Ruler of the univerfe, the unerring Judge of
n ht and wrong, the dlxn'"m) Guardian ot the injur-
bcfcechmﬂ' hxm, in the language ot the I“mxmﬁ

to plc. ¢ our (aufe aga:rft an w/'rndfv nation.*  Wkhile we
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rray that they may be arrefted in their career of law.
lefs aggreflion and piratical depredation, let us pray
ftill more ardently, that we may be faved trom their
infidious and peflilential embracés : that our govern-
ment, our trcedom, our rehgxon, may never be fwal.
Jowed up in the all-deﬁroymg vortex of Gallic difor-
ganization, tyranny and impiety.

THIRDLY, in regard to ourfelves, we thould pray, that
we may be fuitably bumbled under theje calamitous and
-threatening wifitations.  While we ‘indulge 2 juft and an.
imating tonfidence that we have not mcrited fuch
evils at the hands of our advcrfanes, we muft be con-
{cious of haying deferved thefe, and far greater, at the
hand of a juft God. Nor swhile we contemplate the
immediate inftruments of eur fufferings as criminal
and inexcufable, are we, on this account, to turn away
our eyes from his almwhty hand, his ho]y indigna-
tion, fo clearly viiible in evéry part of them. It is his
fovereign and inalienable prerogative to punith a gui-
ty and provoking people in that way which he fees
beft.  Itis one of the tranfcendent glories of his wif-
dom and equity, that he renders not only all the ele.
ments and operations of nature, but all the principles
and paflions of the human bofom, fubfervient to the
adminiftration of his moral government in the world.
The wrath of man, the ambition. the violence, the ra.
})acxt) and cruelty of kings and of nations,arc frequent-
y made, no lefs than the ftormy wind, the trcren-
dous lwhtmnfr and the deftrucive voléano, the min-
ifters of his difpleafure, and the inftruments ot accom-
plifhing his purpofes of ¢orrection and punifhment,
It is but a purblind philofophy which conlines itfelf to
the contemplation of fecondary canfes, recardlefs of
Him who overrules, controls md limits thcm all, ac.
cordirg to his wife and holy pleafure. " Beit then our
care, at t this per! ind of natloml diftrefs and embarrafis
ment, tenderly to regard the chaftenings of our juftly
phuukd God, attcnnvcl) to liften to the voice of his
fod, deeply to bumble eurjeives under bis mighty /u.zo/
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and fubmiflively to accept the punifbinent of our iniquity,
1.ct us befeech of Him, the Father of wercies, the Giver
of every good gift, that He would gracioufly impart
fuch a pirit to ourfelves and to others. For how fuit-
zble is it, that our guilty and afilicted country fhould
be tound proftrate and broken-hearted at Jehovah’s
tootftool, adopting fuch acknowledgments and refo-
lutions as thefe : W will bear the indignation of thelord,
becaufe we have finned againt Him.t  Let us fearch and
iry eur ways, and turn again to the Lord.! And what a
confoling profpet would this afford, that falvation
may yet vifit us !

FourTHLY, we ought to pray that we may be di-
rected, in this crifis, to fuitable methods of refiftance. "LThat
our government has fo fincerely and perfeveringly
purfued a pacific line of condudt, that its patience un-
der accumulated injuries, infults and provocatians has
been protraéted to long-fuffering, that it has manifeft-
c¢d the moit unequivocal difpolitions and adopted ev-
ery conceivable expedient, to avert the calamities of
war, muft afford a heart-felt fatisfaction to every con.
fiderate perfon among us. It was genuine magnani-
mity. It was worthy the rulers of a people profefiing
Chriftianity. It has exhibited to the world a new and
itriking proof of the excellence of this meek and be-
vevolent religion, as contrafted with the ferocious and
fanguinary {pirit of impiety. But there is a point, all
mutt allow, beyond which ferbearance degenerates
into mcanncfs gnd fervility : beyond which, to fubit
to injury, is to court it : beyond which, peace itfelf can
be attained only through the medium of altive fclt-
dJefence, and vigorous oppofition. In the opinion of
the moft judicious of our political guides, this period,
in rcfpet to us, has now arrived. And this opinion
has received the folemn fanditon of a man in whom
bis country has long placed an unbounded confidence,
which has never been difappointed.  The great, the
i' aflionate, the vencrable WasilINGTON, viewing
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from his diftant retirement the whole courfe 2nd pro-
grefs of our public tranfactions, has declared himielf
Jatised that the citp of reconciliation has been exbayfied to
the laft drop, and that we can wzt/) pure hearts appeal to
Heaven for the juftice of our cauje.~indeed, after having
fuftained fuch a long and ruinous ferics of dcpredm-
tion ; after having been indignantly fpurned, in the
pcrions of our ambafiadors ¢t peace, from the very
preience of our oppreflors ; after fuch unheard-of de-
mands made upon us-—demands in which, by a firange
kind of infolence, ¢ the amount of their amrrcﬂums
is made  the meafure of our tribute”—we have vb-
vioully no alterrnative but abject fubmiflion and flav-
ery, or manly refiftance.  While then the luster 15, as
we truft, the dictate of dury no lefs than of mclmatxoi
let us pray that it may be conducted under a {p ccial
divine dire¢tion. Let us pray that the Farxer or
LigHTs would mercifully ¢ preiide over the councils
“ of the nation at this critical pes ried, enlighten them
“ to a juft difcernment of the public intereft, and fave
““ them from miitake, divifion and \.ucord > that he
would continue to the illuftrious Hzad of cur union
that fingular fagacity and ¢nergy of mind which,
joined to his unimpeachable intecerity and  dihinteretts
ed patriotifm, have rendcred him  fuch a bricht exam.
ple to rulers, and fuch an eminent bu’ﬂmw to yhis coun-
try ; that he would impart to all cur mlmin ates the
true {pirit of their fations, and grant that while, un-
appalled by danger and unfeduced by cor u;‘t*(m,t ey
arc ferving the interefis and maint: ining the rights of
the people, they mav feel themfelves fupported by the:
united confidence, aTe&ions and et*o*ta.

FixaLLy, let us pray that the means of defesce sebich
have been, or may be employed, mey be divincly “icfjed end
profpered : that the hearts of cur feamen, cinbarked in
their countrv’s caufle, may be ftrensthened to 2 man.
ful and cffeétive rcﬁ{hnu that our {vidiers, 1* caileq
iuto the field, mav be infpired with cowrnge nmi
crowned with victory @ and that by the zood hond of
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God furthcrmﬂ' our arduous mterprxfes and efforts;
we may be enabled to maintain our national fovereign-
ty, independeitee and rights, and at the fam ¢ time to
fet an example of fuccefsful oppofition to the encroacho
ments of lawles power, contounding to tyrants, and
infpiring td the lavers of liberty throughout the
world.

Bur the tedt intimates that with our prayer w
{hould join warehing. Indced, thefe two dutics are
very frequently connedted tocrc.ther, in the facred
volume. | And the reafons fcr it are too obvious and
multiplied to require or admit a particuiar difcufion.
Let us then keep up a diligent and unremititig <oatc)
againft the attempts of our adverfarics.  This, in the
prcfcnt crifts, §$ peculiarly important and indifpenfa-
ble. And the fact is, that in no cafe is prayer delign-
ed to encouraxe or excufe us in the neglet of natural
means and endeavours to attain the b}eﬂmqs we im-
plore, or to avoid the evils we deprecate: . Far from
this, it lays us rider fpecial 2nd fkrong obligations to
employ fuch means and efforts. Lo truft in God to
fave us, while we are at no vains to help ourfelves, is
but a prefwmptuous and ungrounded confidence. And,
my brethren, in the cafe before e us, we have :ﬂrcadv
had tao many convincing ptoofs of the neceflity, the
importance and the folid advantages of an active and
ynceafing circuimtpection, to be in doubt whether it
is incumbent on u3 or not. |

LeT us then be on the watch,in the fir/2 phcc,w:u nft
the open attacks of our adverfaries. - Wec¢ fhould nacu-
rally prefume, indeed; that thefe diftant fhtores might
be fecure from their mvarfes, and that to invade our
country witn flects and armies would be viewed by
them as an enterprife forue degrees too hardy and def:
perate to be ventured on.  But common calculations
are not to be rclied on here.  Let us confider the
{trange projecis of hoftlity againft diftant and un.
(ufmmun nations, which they “have not only eflayed,
but carried into cxecution.  Let us remember the
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threat delivered while our late Enveys were at Paris,
that in cafe of their failing to propitiate the French
overnment (by what difgraceful means this was to be
gone, has been already hinted) arrangements wiuld be
made for hwith to ravage the coafts of the United States by
frigates from St. Domingo. Ard let us remzmber that
in this very place, and at the time when every art
was ufed at Paris to feduce one of the Envoys into an
unauthorized negociation, a plan was actually prepar-
ed for the invafion of the Southern part of our con-
tinent—an invafion which was to b attempted in the
hope of exciting an infurreCtion among the negrocs,
and of plundering and fubjugating the country by
their affiftance. Thefe are fadts which loudly call upon
us to be armed at afl points, to guard the expoicd
parts of our country, to affume an attitude of vigor-
ous felf-defence, and to be prepared to meet any hottile
attack, however {udder, wich a prompt and efhicacious
tefitance. L |
SECONDLY, let us watch agdainft their fecret influcnce
and intrigues.  Here is the prime and moft produ@ive
fource ot our danger.  To’ this fource is to be traced
far the greater part of thiofe countlefs calamities which
the French nation lfas infli¢ted on other countries.
Viewing that fingular career of fuccefs and triumph
in which they have proceeded for foirfe years paft, we
have been accuftomed to attribute too much to their
prowefs, too little to their art ; too much to their mil-
itary, too little to their diplomatic fkill. The tormer,
it is true, have conftituted the moft prominent and
confpicuous part of the exhibition. But admitted be-
hind che fcene, we may witnefs fuch exploits of dark
intrigue, as even furnifh a new comment and illuftra-
tion on human depravity. Look over the long lit
of republics now preft by their mercilefs embricesand
groaning under their yoke, and where will you find
one whofe ruin may not be traced to this bancfal
caufe ? The fact is that their arts have been, almoft
F



(42 )
fe1thott an cxception, precurfors and pioneeis to their
frms.  And there are but too many reafons toappres<
hend thet tles pernicious leavet has been loug work-
o among ourfelves:  Is it not an inconiefiible fact
¢.4r thcre has exifted for years, in the very Lofom of
our countiy, an orgahized and invetetite oppofition
f0 the Lot and ha nple& govetnment on exrth ? Hag
N0t this oppYistion array ed itfetf, with a ftrange, un-
accountable kind of I’Paft"’.ht\' agatnt all its prns
cipal meafures 3 but with pecultar vrulence aguintt
thofe which have been moft plainly neceffary and con-
tacive to the public protection and fatety ! Have we
not been aticted with dicords among bretkren, poi-
foncus toall focial enjoyment, with inceflant divifions
and repeated infurrections? While rectnciliation with
oue foreign power which, after a courfe of aggres ion
and 1 m]ury, manifefted a dlfpoﬁnon to do us juitice,
has been cerfured and oppofed, as though it were the
grcateﬂ of evils ; have not the far more extenfive and
i fotra@ed depredations 6t another, been received with:
perfec’t apathy and tamenefs ? And after repeated ats
tempts to conciliate have proved abortive, has not ev.
bry form of defenfive oppofition ftill been perfevering-
ly profcribed 7 Have not the enormities of this nation
bgcx‘ pallinted and even juftified by many of our citi-
zens, with @ conftancy and zeal whiclt could {zarcely
be cxceeded if they were, in the completelt fenfe,
pledged to its fervice i—Thefe bitte¥ and wnwhelefome
w ecds, it is matural to hopey are not the fpontancous
production of our own foil,  For the honot of our
country we mulft prefume, that an edemy—-an cnemy
that walks and works in darknefs-=has taken advan-
tage of our {lumbers, to fow thefi pernicions tares.
‘Bur we are not left,; on this fabjeét, to mere pre-
fumptionss  Fhe fact ihich is vendered fo kighly pro-
bable by what has been juft fuggefted, has becn ex-
;)hcntly avowed by the French goverament itfelf.
' You ought to know,” fays one of its agentsy dads
#refivrg hndelf to oue Exnvoys, ¢ that the diplomatis
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s Rill of France, and the means the poflefles in youy
¢ country, are fufficient to enable her, with the French
k¢ party in America, to throw the blame which wil}
“ attend the rupture of the ncgociations on the Fed.
¢ eralifts.”**

Tuere is then plenary proof that that influcice whick
has proved fo deleterious to other natjons, is exiftia
and operating here ; and that it has already produceci
effedts awfully threatening to our country. [t is not
indeed to be fuppofed that all whefe fentiments and
conduét have horne a complexion finiar to what has
been above defcribed, sre confcioufly under itg con-
trol. If a {pirit to criminate our own government
and to apologize for anr adverfaries, were confined to
the plainly uppripcipled and corrupt, it would be lefs
ftrange. YWhat affords principal matter both of won.
der and regret, is, that there E;.ould be men of honelt
hearts wha, cither through a mifplaced confidence in
the reprefentatjons of others, or 3 determingd adher.
ence to fopmer opinigng of thelr awn, or an unwar.
rantable inattention to offered light, fhorld be drawn
in to ac} a part as yeally hoftile and injurious ta their
country, as thaugh they were its decided enemies, It
is truly aftopifhing tkat the arts which have with fuch
indefatigable afliduity been practifed to deceive and
ruin us, have not long finece become vifible to every
eye. There ig too much reafon to be copfident thag
thefe arts are not even yet rﬁlinqui{hcd, They mult
be counteracted, or they will work our deftrysétion,
Let us keep soatch againft them day and night, lLet ug
think no fpecies of yigilance too adtive, too indefati.
gablc, too perfevering to be oppofed to enemies fo reft-
pefs, 1o deteymined and fo dapgerous, We muft be
inexcufable indeed if, with {o many examples before
pur eyes, of the deftrutive effe@s of French intrigue,
we fhall confent to furnifth another. If we fhall be-
come the dupes and victims of arts fo obyious and {n

b A o

* Sec the difpatchigs of the threg Eavoys.
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ftale, if we fhall foolifhly ruth into a net which has
been fpread {o full in our fight, our ruin will be fignally
merited : nor fhall we have, amid our fufferings, {o
much as the forry confolation of reflecting that they
were unavoidable. |
THiRpLy, Jet us watch againft their infdelity and
athcifm. We have feen exhibited in France « ipe&a-
cle horrid indeed, and fuch as the world never faw
before :—the legiflature of a great nation, which nad
long been bleft with the light of the gofpel, and long
fuftaincd the profeflion of Chriftianity, profefledly dif-
cirdipg and rancoroufly perfecuting the religion of
Jefus, proclaiming the abolition of the Chriftian =ra,
expunging the fabbath from their calendar, renounc.
ing all religious worfhip, transforming the temples of
the living God jnto temples of Reafsn, and polluting
them by rites the moft deteftably profane and impious.
But even hege they have not ftopped.  With a horrid
kirnd of confiftency, they have attacked the fundamen.’
tal and mof} obvious principle: ¢ ” natural religion it-
felf. They have given their foleinn fanction to fuch
blafphemous ideas a§ thefe : that ¢ death is an eternal
floep’’-—-thit  reafon dethrones both the kings of the
«¢ earth, and the kings of heaven”—that ¢ man when
“ free, wants no other divinity thap himfelf’-—and
that < every republic but a republic of atheifts, is a
¢ chimera.” ~° I |
IT is painful to wound the ears of Chriftians by the
recital of fuch enormities. But it is neceflary that
all thould know what awfyl” dangers furround and
threaten us. ‘There is reafon to believe that the atro-
citics above mentionced are not the mere cafual efforts,
the indigefied effufions of impiety, but the refult of a
deep-laid infernal feheme to hunt Chriflianity from the
globe, to fubvert and deftroy al! the foundations of
religion and morality, and to plunge mankind into
the dark abyfs of abfolute atheifm, " That it has been
a favorite object to introduce this debafing and brutal.
1izing fyftem into our own country, and give it cuis
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fency here, is now but too evident. On this fubjedt,
lct me mention a fact which ought to excite univerfal
alarm and horror. The well-known and deteftable
pamphlet of Thomas Paine, written with a profefled de-
fign to revile the Chriftian religion, and to diffufe the
poifon of infidelity, was compofed in Frgnce, was there
printed in Englith, and an edition containing many
thoufands of copies, conveyed at a fingle time into
our country, in order to be fold at a cheap rate, or
given away, as might beft enfure its circulation, What
baneful fuccefs has attended this vile and inidious
effort, you need not be told.  That infidelity has had,
for feveral years paft, a rapid increafe among us, feeins
a truth geperally acknowledged. That our connec-
tion with the French, and our fond, over-weening,
_obftinate partiality for them, together with the pecu-
har advaritages they have derived from thefe circum.
ftances, for deceiving and corrupting us, have had a
mighty influence in producing fuch a melanchcly
ftate of things, is as little to be doubted. Have we not
been too ready, while we thought them our friends,
to overlook of to palliate their enormities ? Have not
too many of our citizens been difpofed to forgive
them their impious hoftiicy to the throne of Jehovah,
and the religion of our aivine Redeemer, becaufe they
were the enemies of Great-Britain ? Have not many
American eyes been too much dazzled by the fplendor
of their victories and triumphs, to fec clearly the hid-
coufnefs of their infidelity, their impiety and their
atheifm ? Nay more, are there rot thhle bk affec-
tions and good wifhes, alicnated from their own
country, have attached themfelyves to the foes of Gud
and man, becaufe their fiiccefs bodes humiliation and
downfzi to a government which they hate &~Thefe
are no unreal dangers, Thefe are fnares which, it i3
to be apprehended, have alteady proved fatal to ma-
ny : fatal, I mean, to their eternal interefts. ILet
thofe who have a3 yet but approached the brink of
{his dreadful precipice, efcape for their lives. Lt ws a
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awake to a {enfe of the dangers which threaten the
xeligion of cur God and Redeerier. Let not its friends
be indifferent and fupine, while its enemies are fo
salignant, fo adive and indefatigable. Let us cou-
sageoufly flock and zealoufly adhere to the ftandard
~.of the divine Savior : nor fhrink from any arduous
conteft to which the fituation may expofe us. Let
cvery true lraclite, animated with a facred attach.
ment to the ark of God, guard it with unceafing cir-
gumfpection and wnfhaken conftancy, left it be pro-
faned by the unhsiiowed hands of profligacy and im-
1ety. Lot us not liften 2 moment ¢o the feduétions
of that atheiftical philofophy which, with all its fair
g)r@tenﬁons and proinifes, is 1n fact the greateft fcourge
that ever vet affli¢ted the human race ; which bla?tg
with its peftilential breath all that fweetens and adorns
fociety 5 which kills all the fieet fenfibilities, the fym-
thetic charities of the human bofom ; which trans.
ggxms man inta a favage, thirfting for blocd ; which
2t once fgbju{gﬁtég the body, brutalizes the mird and
deftroys the fonl ; which has alrcady filled a once hu-
mane and happy nation with legions of crimes, cruel.
ties and miferies hitherta unpagralleled ;* and which,
ifit fpread and prevail, will doubtlefs change our globe
into the neareft poflible refcmblance of the internal
gegions.
- Let me obferve, in the fourth place, that if we
would put ourfsives effectually on our guard againft
“the enemy, we mull unite among curfelves. It is me-
tancholy indeed that at fych a time as this, we thould
be in any degree a divided people. Not a circumftance
¢an be mamed, which looks with a more threatcning
2iped on the peace and well-being of our country.
Who ¢an doubt that op this circumftance the French

— — = ——— = —-

* It was computed, fo.early as the vear 1595, that nolels than

 millions of perfons had been maflucred 10 France, during the
g":volutmn. Of thefe, two hundred and fifty thoufand were wo-
men, two hundred and thirty theufand children, and twenty-foyt
thoufapd minifiers of religion, ’ |
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goverfiment build their principal hopes of fubjugating
us to their will? Who cdn doubt that to this, as a
capital fource, may be traced the iong feries of ruin-
ous depredation which with fuch thamelefs andacity
they have profecuted on our commerce? And who
can rationally expe@ that, unprincipled as they are,
they will abanden this fyftem of hoftilivy, fo long as
the confciouinels remains that they ¢ 1 do nothing
too atrocious to find advocates and apc. rifts among
ourfelves ! The faét is, that they know .ull well the
ftate of our country in this refpeé, and are ready
enough to make their advantage of it: They have
amgle information refpeting the firength of theit
party here, with all the rifings and deelines, the waxs
ings and wanes of their influence ; and they calculate
their plans and proceedings accordingly, though not
always with equalaccuracy and fuccefs. The haughty
and contemptuons airs difplayed to our late Envoys;
{o refpectfully foliciting an audience, and propofing
terms of accommodation {o obvioully liberal and n:
exceptionable, were indeed a kind of experiment ofi the
’gaticnce of our country : an experiment which, if it

etrayed ad ignoranee of the true American character;
was yet couintenanced i part by our extreme tame:
hefs under paft injéries and infults, and by the un-
bounded charity difplayed in our conftru@ion of theif
former condué{s The tefult of this experiment all
are acquainted with.  You know the fpirit 6f noble
and dctermined oppetition which it has excited in a
large majority cf our citizens:  And you know the
vigorous and efficient meafures of refiftasice adopted
by our goveriment. Asa confequence of thefe things,
you have feen the Dircctory, lately {o infolent and 1o
unapproachable, condcfeending to aflume, in theiP
turn, the language and attitude of folicitation, und
even overwhelming us with profeflions of fiendfhip
and of their defirc to conciliate.  Be not furprized at
it. ‘Thereis a ¢ pride that licks the dnft.”” We hiay
reer expect to find inlolence and meannefs in clols
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affinity. . It will not be wonderful therefore if we find
thefe affected condefcenfions carried to'a far greater
length than they have yet been.  And their defign
will probably be quite underftood, if they are only
confidered as an expedient to recover the influence wbich
has been Iyt  Hithertg, it is impoffible to difcover in
the Freach government any difpofition to do us fub.
ftantial juftice ; any fincere defire to remove the obfta-
cles to reconciliation. Nor is it any breach of charity
to apprehend that benedth their prefént appearing
tamenels, their fmiles, their blandithments, are con-

ealed defigns of deeper ahd more dangerous art than
iave ever yet been tried. - Fheir object is doubtlefs to
Iull us into a fatal fecurity, to revive the expiring
flame of fa&ion, and to renew thofe divifions, {fo dear
to them, {fo pernicious to ourfelves, which have feem-
¢d to be drawing to a clofe. Let us difappoint {fuch
infidious defigns. Let us, at the loud and affeCtionate
cill of our perfecuted and bleeding country, forget
every little alienation and prejudice, and refolutely
unite in its defence. Let us convince thofe who have
derived from our divifions the hope of accomplithiag
our ruin, that their hope is bafelefs and vain; and
that when our eflential interefts are in jeopardy, we
have but one fenfiment, one heart and one {foul. In
this way, and in this way alone, may we rationally
hope to fee 2n end of their hitherto unremitting ef-
forts to corrupt and deftroy us.

FirTHLY, let us give a firm and generous fupport 2o our
Rule:s. They are emphatically our watchmen, in a po-
htical fenfe. They are raifed above the level ot their
fellow-citizens fotr this imporftant purpofe, among
others'; that they may defcry impénding dangers and
approaching enemies, and give us notice and dirgétion
zecordingly.  The eminence of their ftations, all muft
fce, atfords them peculiar advantages for aéting fuch a
part with judgment and with the beft effect. And
we sre callzd upon by everyconfideratioh of propricty,
dusv 1~ interelt, to co-operate with then, to give
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them 2 united and affectionate fupport, to confide in
their difcernment and integrity, until fuch a confi-
dence fhall be forfeited, to liften, with refpectful def-
erence, to their intimations, and promptly to execute
their plans.  To treat them thus, is no more than to
be faithful to ourfelves. To weaken their hands, is
but to firengthen thofe of our enemies.

A pirveRENT doétrine, it is true, has been taught,
And there are thofe who feem to think that fullen
diftruft, that gloomy, ill-boding fufpicion is treatment
ﬁ)ood enough for the beft of our political guides. Jea-

ufy, fay they ", a private vice, but a public virtue.~
Give me leave 1o fuggeft one important objection a-
gainit this do&rine : namely, that in its application
to fuch a government as owrs, it is not trua. Our ru-
lers are felected from among ourfelves, and we are
faulty indeed, if our choice does not fall on thofe who
are worthy of it. Their deareft interefts are intimate-
ly interwoven with ourvwn. They revert, at ftated
and fhort periods, to the mafs ¢ f their fellow-citizens.
And while in office, it is but a ¢ painful preeminence”
at beft, which they ¢njoy—a preeminence in care, in
toil, in refponfibility, in danger.  Are fuch men to be
regarded with a diftruftful and malignant jealoufy,
wounding to their feelings, and paralyzing to their ex-
ertions ? Or does every confideration of humanity, of
reafon, and of our beft intereft too, call upon us tQ cn.
courage their hearts and ftrengthen their hands, by an
affectionate and generous confidence ?

is it not one of the principal fins of our nation, that
men who have given the molt unquettionable evidence
of 2 pure and difintercited regard to the general good,
who by a feries of peculiar exertions and facrifices,
have approved themielves the Fathers and Guardiang
of their country, apnd who have been finking at once
under the burden of years, and the preflure of public
cares and labors—-have yet beeh tr-ated with the
grofleft ingratitude, and perfeeséd” ith the moft cn.
venomed fhafts of calumny ? Where is. the frue-heart.

G _
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ed American,who does not blufh for his country (i had
almotft faid, for human nature) to reflect that fuch, ina
. degree, has been the fate of a WasHINGTON and an
ADAMS !

To return : |

LET us, in the /g place, endeavour to guard againft
the enemy by calling inte altive operation the meens of de-
Sfence with schich Heaven bas bleff us.  The abfolute ne-
ceflity of thisis now too obvious to be doubted. It is
to our own exertions, under the blefling of Heaven,
that we mutft be indebted for the prefervation of ev-
ery thing which as men, as citizens and as Chriftians,
we hold dear.  There is doubtlefs corme&ted with this
objed, prefent inconvenience, expenfe and - hazard.
But in fuch a caufe, {nall we not dare look them in
the face ? Shall we not meet the exigences of this great
occafion by a correfpondent magnitude of exertion ?
A parfimonious policy is no policy for the prefent
time. 'The beft economy now, is to make a liberal
ufe of .the ample -refources within our reach. If we
are faithtul to ourfelves, we thall ao this; and if we
do it, we fhall probably fucceed. The important ef-
fects which have already refulted from our infant ex-
periments of this kind, juftify fuch an animating ex-
pectation. But if, in defpite of all probability, in def-
pite of the moft glaring evidence, we are determined
fo hope in the juftice or imercy of our adverfaries, and
thus fit down with folded arms, fpiritlefs and inadtive,
our ruin is but too certain. 'We fhall foon fee our
hopes, our liberties, our every thing dear and preci-
ous, buried i one’ common grave. |
Tuesr {uggeltions, I am coricious, may appear to
fome as ill-grounded as they are gloomy. And (ftrange
fo think !) there are thofe even now, who talk loudly
of the oblizations we are under to the French, and of the
ingratitude with which we have treated fuch generous
bencfaclers.  Brethren, it is hizh time that thefe illu-
fions were difpelled.  If it was once a wenial exror, to
nupute their interference in our late Revolution, to
noble and difintexefted motives, it may yet be a fault
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of a different complexion, to perfift in thisidea, when
there 1s the clearcft evidence of its falfity, and when te
perﬁﬁ init is, in its conleqm.nces, moft obvioully per-
nicious. There is now full proof that that interfercrce
was dictated by views of intereft and ambition, not by
any fentiments of real friendfhip for us. In a book
latelv written 1n France, writtep at the fuggeftion and
under the patronage of that very minifter who lately
treated our Envoys with fuch indignity, and written
with the cxprefs defign of explaining the motives which
have prompted the French wars and treaties for fome
years paft—we have the following aflertion : ¢ Louis
¢ the Sixtecnth entcred into a league with the Ameri-
¢ cans, not to relieve them from the dominion of En-
¢ gland, nor to procure for them the advantages of
“ liberty ; but in order to deprive the Britifh marine
s¢ of the refources of a whole continent, well furnithed
“ with ports, whole forces were very bfetul to the En-
“ glith in their laft sars againft the French; and in
« order to recover pofleflion of fome parts of fithery,”
&c. Nay more, the Natiornal Convention itfelf, an
authority which, in this cafe, none can properly difputc,
has explicitly declared that ¢ the fupport afforded by
¢ France to the United States in their ftruggle for in-
$¢ dependence was onlythefruit ot abafe 4peculat10n ’
(mark this—the fruit of a b /e fpeculatwn)-q-that ““-our
“ glory offended their ambitious wiews”—and that’
« their ambaffadors hore the criminal orders of ftop-
s ping the career of our prefperity.” lu addition to
all t}us, we have now the molt unqueftionable evi-
dence that ,t‘}ﬂ French goyernment early manifefted
its enmity to Qur intcreés, and its determination <o
check, it poﬂibh,, the growth of cur national wealth,
ceputation and importance. They endeavoured to
prevent the acknowlcdwment of our independence by
various European pow ers, They attempted to exclude
us from the lgxmf'rv of Newtoundland, to hinder our
Weftern limits from extending to the Miflifippi, and
to deprive us of the navigzuion ot that river—thote
important fruits of our revolutionary war,  Vinally,
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they attemjted to procrre, in behalf of the Refugees,
compeatation for their confifcated eftates, and ad-
mifion to our country and our councils.

{ wiLL not fpend time in expofing the abfurdity of
confidering ourfelves as under obligations to thoie
who never interded us any kindnefs ; or to thofe
who, in the midft of the moft arrogant pretenfions,
have yet declared, in cffe@®, that we are under no ob-
ligations at all. Eut granting, for a moment, that
there was 3 period when fuch obligations really exift-
cd, let me afk, how long are they to continue? How
many new infults muft be heaped on our government,
how many new cruelties on our feamen, how many
millions more of our property muft be plundered, how
many frefh attempts muft be made to deprave the
mirds of our citizens, to trample cn our liberties and
deftroy our rcli(?vion—-bcforc we fhali be exonerated
and difcharged ¢ Our debt g gratitzde muft be immenfe
indezq, 1if it has not long fince been cancelled. |

THus, my brethren, with- perfect fimiplicity and
franknefs, and in full confidence of your candor, I
have endeavoured to fet before you the dangers which
envelop, and the embarrafiments which diftrefs, our
beloved country ; together with thofe important du-
ties which the crifis inculcates upon us.

TraT fuch an attempt thould be confidered by any
as an overltepping of the i>'ts of propriety, is a re-
fleCtion which 1 confels gives me a degree of pain.
That politics have not been with me a favorite or fre-
quent fubjedt of exprefs difcufiion, that they have not
been officioufly en every occafion obtruded on yeur
attention, that this facred defk has not been perverted
into a vehicle for the communication of viclent party
prejudices and paflions, you will do me the juftice to
acknowledge. ‘That there are feafons, however, in
which the minifter is not only warranted but obliga-
ted to difplay the political ftate ot the country, 1 have
been convinced on the moft fericus deliberation.

TH.T Leis bound to call the attention of his hearers
to the whole circle of their incumbent dutics, and of
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courfe to the obligations they are under to the civil
magiftrate, and to the community, all muft allow.—
But how can thofe dutics which refult from the pecu-
liar fituation of the country at any given time, be in.
culcated clearly and with effe®, unlefs, unlefs fuch a
peculiarity of fituation be adverted to, and difplayed?

To dedarc faithfully the fins of- 2 people, is a very
¢mportant, though painful part of minifterial duty.—
AnG what if many of thefe fins fhall be found nti-
mately interwcven with their political fituation and
crcumitances ! Are they on this 2ccount to be left
in undifturbed concealment ? Or ought they to be
drawn forth inte light, and exPofed in their propct
colours ?

You know, my brethren, that on days of folemn
‘I‘bm:&jgmng, is naturally expelted of thofe .who
lead in the public fer vices, that they ftate the confide-
rations which thould excite and exnploy your gratetul
fenfibilities. And what is this, but to point you te
thofe numberlefs and tranfcendent blefﬁrgs, civil and
political, as well as natural and religious, with which
a gracious God has diftinguifhed ous nation ? Muft
we be filept op this fubve& becaufe there are fome who
{feem to difccrn more caufcs of dicontent and com-
plaint, than for grateful acknowledgment ?

As a people, we have been invited to public humili-
ation and prayer ; and this at a feafon ah ich our Pre.
fident has announced to be 2 feafon of national ieo-
pardy and diftrefs. It is notorious that the fame ideg
is generally. entertained by the moft informed perfons
in the community. On fuch an accafion would it not
be thought extraordinary indeed, thould a minifter
come torth to his peOplc and qtavel;, declare, that thefe
were political fubjetls, with which ¢ had no concern ;
and that as to the ftatc of the nation, he muft not run
the venture of difturbing their fcchngs by meddling
with fo delicate a topic ?— What can be more plain,
than that if we would offcr up fealonable and appio-
priate petitions for oug country, wemuft have its con-
dmon, e embarrafsmcnts, 1ts p"nls its cxigences pla-
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ecd full in our view? And if to be profpered againft
our encmics 13 one important object ot prayer, we
turcly nced to be previoully afcertained that our caufe
is jufl. How, otherwife, can we with a good confcience
atk the blefling of God uponiit? o

IT will not foon be forgotten, that early in our con-
Aeft with Great Britain, the clergy of this State were
exphicitly called upon by the provincial Congrefs, to
Iend their efforts to the common caufe, and aflift in a-
voiding the flavery with which we were threatened,
‘They zealoufly complied with the call.  And itis ge-
nerally confefled that their patriotic exertions contri-
buted not alitde to the fuccefs of our revolutionary
firugale.  Should we not naturally prefuine that thofe
who not only witnefled, but warmly approved thofe
excrtions, weuld be the laft to cenfure or difcounte-
rance a fimilar conduct in the prefent cafe ?

BuT you will indulge me the liberty of deciaring,
that the prefent cafe is far plainer and more urgent
than the former.  Our po/itical and religious interefts
had not that clofe and indifloluble connexion then,
which they have now. England, in withing to fub-
due us to her control, had no defign to make us athe.
ifts or infidels. Now, a war is carricd on, not only
againit our government and liberties, but againft our
morals and our {ouls—a war fubverfive of the very
foundations of all virtue and order—in fhert, a war
which (horrible to tell.l) goes to exterminate the re-
licion of our God and Redeemer from our country
and from the globe. Shall thofe then who are fer for
the defonce of the gofpel, and who have folemnly fworn
to vindicate it, bafcly defert their pofts ? Or fhall they
look filently on, and, either through indifference or
cowardice, give no warning of danger i—Lect me, my
brethren, remind you of your duty to pray that your
minifter may be faved from fuch treachery. In the
mean time, reft ailured, that until his fentiments and
feelings are greatly altered, his efforts, however feeble,
thall nat be wanting to the caufe of his threatened and
{utlering country.
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LEeT me then, in the clofe of this fubjed, renewed.
ly commend to your affeCtionate regard the great and
comprehenfive interefts of our nation. Let the ca-
- lamities which furround our common country, and
the awful dangers which menace 1it, call up in its
hehalf every pious and patriotic fenfibility.  Let us
bear it on our hearts, fervently and without ccafing,
to Him who can, in a moment, ¢ clear the darkeit
fkies,” and whofe almighty arm has been fo often re-
vealed for our national falvation. And let us be cone
fiftent. While we pray for our country, let us bé ex-
cited to that inceflant vigilance, that union of aflec-
tion and fentiment, that cordial and prompt co-opee-
ation with our rulers and with one another, that zeal-
ous devotion of all our faculties and refources to the
public good, which the occafion fo imperioufly de-
mands. This is not a period for the indulgence of
little prejudices and animonties. Let them be gene-
roufly offered up on the zltar cf our country’s {utier-
ings. Let them be confumed by the noble flame of a
vigorous and all-conquering patriotifmn.

- It fhould be ammating to us to reflett that the
caufe in which we are engaged is fo clearly juft: and
that, fo far as we engage in it with a right ipirit, we
have liberty to plead it as the caufe of Gop himfelf,
and to entertain the mott fanguine hopes of his help
and blefling. It is the caufe of human nature, whole
rights have been wantonly outraged and trampled on
by oir enemics. Nor is it poflible to calculite how
many nillions of our race, now preit down under
their tyranny, might, by a fingle example of {uccefs-
ful refiftance, be infpired with energy to fpring tfrom
their chains, and vindicate themfelves into freedom.

WHAT folemn bonds lie on the profefiors of Chrif-
tianity, to diftinguifh themfclves in & ali-interefting a
conteft ; to be eminently faithful, courageous, aflive
and indefatigable, in defence of their country’s viola-
ted rights, and the perfecuted religion of their Saviour.
How loudly is every parent called upon, to be fowing
the deeds of religious and mora! infirudion in the ten.
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der minds of his offspring, to endeavour to imprefs
themn with the love and texr of God, with a facred
vencration for the gofpel, with a refpectful attachment
to our wholefome civil inftitutions and our patriotic
rulers—and thus to raifc up a rampart againit thofe
infidel and diforganizing principles which threaten
the ruin of our nation. And you, my dear youth, the
hope of your country, the hope: of the Church, whofe
province it will {oon be, to ftand up and fupport the
religion of your Redeemer, fufler not your minds to
be perverted from fo glorious an obje&t. Turn a deat
ear to the firen feductions of that impious philafophy
which tramples on the gofpel, and which cruelly
fnatches from you all which as rational and immortal
beings, you fhould hold precious. Cherilh too an
ardent love for your country. Let her interefis be
ever dear to you, her authority ever facred: and in
the hour of her diftrefs and pcﬁ{, efteem it your high
honor to fy to heg relief.

FinaLLy, as we would nct be fignally unfaithful to
ourfelves and to pofterity ; as we would not bafely
abandon thofe principles forr which we have contend-
ed at every hazard ; as we would not be guilty of the
grofleft ingratitude to thof:: noble and patriotic ancef-
tors who have tranfmitted us a rich inheritance, the
price of their labours and their lives, let us {olemnly
refolve, in the ftrength of AlmightyGob, that we will
watch over it with the moft facred care, and defend it

in the face of every dangcr.

¢ Remember, O my friends, the laws, the rights,
‘s The generous plan of pow'r deliver'd down,
* From age to age, by your renown'd forcfathers,
*¢ (So drarly bought, the price of fo much blood :)
¢« Oh, lct it never perifh in your hands !
*¢ Byt pioufly tranfmit it to your children.”

Mav the Sovereign Arbiter of nations mercifully
Inok down on our country, fcatter the clouds which
hang over us, and grant, that being delivered out of the
bands of our cnemies, we may ferve Him without fear, in
Lali 5 and rightesuiucfs, all the days of owy lives.  AMEN.

P
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