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P R E F A C L

T HE autbor of the following Difcourfe is not
_unconfcious, that it is far from pofleffing that which,
cither from its novelty or excelience, gives it @ claim
to publication. Nor is it without fome peculiar re-
tullance, that be bas confented to commit to the prefs,
the produition of fo early a period of his life. But
o2 favourable reception which it met from a refpefla-
ble number of its bearers, the repeated requef of ma-
ny, whofe requeft bad Jearely lefs than ‘the force of
@ commznd, and the advice of Jome, to whofe opinion
he thought it incumbent to [ubmit bis own, bave, on the

whole, preva’led. He frankly confeffes, too, that the
confideraiion. ‘o [uggefed, together with the folemn
and affelting riiace of the occafion on which the dif-
courfe was deliver: 2, nave induced a feeble bope, that
it may iend to produre and cherifh ferious imprelfions
in the minds of its readers, efpecially of thofe to whom
it is more immediately addreffed ; and thus to promoie
that caufe, the promotion of which be feels ought e-
- ver 20 be the fupreme objelt of bis purfuit, and to [u-
perfede every snferior confideration. Such as it is, be
Jubmits it to the candid perufal of thofe into whofe
~ bands
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bands it may come. With affeitionate refpeit, he would
particularly commend it t0 the kind and folemn reception
of thepeople, among whom Providence bas fixed the fcene
of bis miniferial labours. 1t is bis humble Lape, that,
while it brings to their view the dificuit and trying
nature, ibe ferious and eternal comfequences of the work
in whick be is engaged among them, it may contribute
to call up their awakened attention to that which is
the great objelt of bis minifiry > and, at the fame time,
prove a confiant remembrancer of tke meceffity in which
be pands, of their candor, their friendly countenance
and fupport, their co-operating efforts and prayers. If,
attended by the Divine bleffing, it fball be made effeliual
to excite and fix fuch impreffions upon their minds,
be will think bimfelf bighly favéured. And, encou-
raged by fo promifing a circumBance, he will look for-
ward, with animated bope, to the accomplifpment of
the firft wilh of bis beart ; the wifh te be the infiru-
ment of promoting their befi bappinefs.
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2d. CORINTHIANS, II

LAST CLAUSE OF VERSE 10.

WHO 1S SUFPFICIENT FOR THESE THINGS?

Ll NEREONEIHIS is evidently the effufion of
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Mgs,.“.,,gse?,, a mind, having in its imnie-

};;" § “s¥ diate profpe&t, fome vaft and
W 3,33 mighty objeft; < tremblingy
TYIovEe  ofvoavry ali difficulty, folemnit

2ov8e ovg&‘ﬁ;' ive” to its difficulty, folemnity

’° ""“"{""’W" a4 and moment ; dceply xmprcﬂ'cd

watb a fenfe of its own weaknefs and frailty, and
ready to fink under the overwhelming weight of fo
complicated a burden. And yet the perfon who
makes the exclamation is no other than the great a-
poftle of the Gentiles ; one who is juftly reckoned
the chief of all the apoftles ; endued by the God of

nature,
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nature, with uncomvion mental powers and capaci-
ties ; favoured in the courfe of Divine Providence,
with fingular advantages of education, and furnifh-
ed by the Spirit of all grace, with arich variety both
of gifts and graces. Thus privileged, and thus endu-
ed, he was ftill unable to contemplate his office as a
preacher of the gofpel, but with the deepeft folem-
nity of fpirit. /¢ are unto God, fays this holy man,
a fweet favour of Cbrift, in them that are javed, and
in them that perifb. To the one, we are the favor
of death unto death ; and to the other, the favor of
life unto life :—and who (he adds——who) is fufi-
cient for thefe things ? What a facred fear
and trembling is here difcovered! What a lively

and tender fenfibility to the honor of his Divine
Mafter, and the interefts of the fouls of men ! what
a remarkable degree of genuine, unaffected modef-
ty, {elf-diffidence, and, I might even fay, fcit-def-
pair, does the apoftle, in this paffage, exiibit to our
view! How excellent the {pirit and temper which
he exercifes, when contemplating an obje&t of fuch
real and fupreme magnitude and moment! How
exemplary ! how inftru&ive to all who are in fitua-
tions which bear any affir'ty or fiinilarity to his own'
And may we not further remark, how much more
" nece(lary
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neceffary and indifpenfable is this awakened and fo-
lemnized ftate of mind ; how much more befitting
are thefe felf-diffident ideas and emotions, to fuch
as, though cahied to fimilar duties, are yet qualified
for their difcharge, but in. a degree vaftly inferior!
—to fuch as are furnithed with none of the extraor-
dinary, and with but a fmall meafure of the ordina-
7y endowments and qualifications wkich the apoftle
pofiefied !

My honored Fathers and Brethren! May [ be
permitted, on this occafion, to call your attention to
a fubje& which is deeply, which is everlaftingly mo-
mentous and interefting to us all.—The late folem-
nities of ordination—the tranfaltions of that me-
morable day which has completed a connexion be-
tween us, fuch as is moft intimate and important;
the weighty and awful charge, which, in your pre-
fence, has been cominitted to me; thefe things, no
doubt, are yet frefh in all our memories : nor is their
impreflion, it is to be hoped, yet effaced from our
hearts. On the prefent occafion, we feem {pontane-
oufly, as it were, to revert back to them anew. Let
me be indulged, then, to embrace this early oppor-
tunity of endeavouring to excite and fix in your
minds and my own, fome proper fentiments and af-

B feltions,
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fettions, in regard to {o ferious and momentous a
fubject. And permit me to hope for your attention
and your candour, while, with this objeét in view, 1
proceed to illuftrate, fo far as in my power, the rea-
fon which every minifter of the gofpel has to adopt,
in regard to the duties to which he is called, the pa-
thetic exclamation of the apoftle: bo is fufficient
Jor thefe things ! This I thall endeavour to do,
by bringing into view, fome of the principal la-
bors and diffculties, fome of the peculiar trials and

afflictions attendant on the minifterial office ; toge-
ther with the folemn confequences dependingon the
manner in which this office is difcharged : by bring-
ing intc view, likewife, the weaknefs, frailiy, and
corruption infeparable from human nature, from
which , therefore, the minifterial charader afords
no exemiption.

To begin, then, with the /lzbours and difficulties
with which the miniiterial office is attended; 'thefe,
if we give the fubjet a careful confideration, cannot
certainly appear otherwife than as numerous and
important. In the firft place, how arduous is the
tafk of inveftigating truth, and acquiring fuch a
fund of knowledge as is neceffary, in order to the
faithful and ufeful difcharge of the duty of a reli-

CIous
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gious inftructor ! And this more efpecially, in
thofe fpheres which require a conftant attention
to duties of a miore aflive nature; and to which, a-
vocations of various kinds arc continually incideat.
He who would approve himfelf 2 good feward of the
myfieries of God, muft not himfelf be unacquainted with
thefe myfteries. He who would bring out of bis trea
Sure things new and old, muft be at nofmall pains tocol-
le¢t this treafure from various and fcattered fources.
He who would fbew bimfelf a workman that needs
not be afbamed, rightly dividing the word of truth,
muft beftow cnnftant and unwearied application in
examining, covaparing and diftinguithing thevarious
e arations of the infpired pages. He who would
make himle: acquaiated with the whole circle of the-
niupical know'edge, he who would become mighty in
the feriptures, (and thefe are the indifpenfable du-
ties of every religious teacher) muft become fo at
the expenfe of much time and ftudy. The {cience
of divinity is not only, above all other fciences, im-
portant ; but it is likewife’ deep, myfterious, com-
plicated ; confifting of a large number of parts,
each one of which opens a boundlefs ficld for
thought and iaveftigation. The facred {criptures,

too, the inexhauftible fource, the infallivle ftandard
of
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of all theological truth, though in many refpecs,
plain and intelligible, in an uncommon: degree, are
yet, in many others, not a little abftrufe, and difh-
cult of comprehenfion. The languages in which
they were written, are now cither entirely dead, or
elfe greatly corrupted and tranfmuted ; fo that it s,
in many inftances, a matter of no fmall difficulty to
afcertain the exa& meaning of the terms in which
they are conceived. Thofe parts of them, which are,
ftritly fpeaking, myfterious, we can never, with all
our-pains and endeavours, fully comprehend : and
yet their dignity and pratical impartance are fuch
as authoritatively to challenge our humble, prayerful,
and laborious attention. The infirudtions which
thele divine oracles contain, it is true, are generally
conveyed in a ftyle and manner which are fimple,
and adapted to almoft every capacity. Yet even
here, it is to be remarked that thefe in&r\k&ions are
ufually delivered to us with very little regard to a-
ny particular order or method. They are fcattered
throughout, with a rich, a magnificent, a divine
profufion. And it requires the moft attentive and
laborious application, in order to colle& and arrange
them ints one regular and conne@ed fyftem of re-
ligious truth, fuch as fhall be intelligible to men in
gencral
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general ; and particularly, to fuch as want either lei- -
fure, abilities or inclination, to enter deeply into
thefe thing: themf{elves.

Hencr we are naturally led to remark, that it is
the preacher’s duty, not only to coliet and metho-
dize religious truth, but likewife to communicate it
to Mnd here it is abvious, that a new and
important clafs of labours and difficulties muft meet
him. So various are the educations and characters,
{o endlefsly diverfified are the taftes and prejudices
of his hearers, that it muft be extremely difficult to
felect fuch fubgects of difcourfe, and to adopt fuch a
mode of handling them, as fhall be equally agreca-
ble and inftruive to them all.—==]t is true, that
fimply to pleafe men, fimply to gain the applaufe of
the world, is an ohject much beneath the dignity of
the minifterial chara&er ; I might have faid, beneath
the dignity of a rational being. And much to be
pitied is that man ; mare to be pitied is that minif-
ter, who can content himfelf with making this his fi-
nal object : whofe ambition and whofe tafte fail thus
miferably fhort of true glory and true happinefs.——
But to pleafe mankind in order to be under the beft
advantages to do them good ; to feek their appro-

bation and their confidence ; not by the guilty facri-
fice
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fice of truth~—not by cruelly withholding from them
any thing neceffary to their falvation and their beft
improvement ; but in confiftence with perfect open-
nefs and inflexibility in refpect to effential points, and
with the exprefs view to promote more cffeCtually
their trueft, their everlafting interefts ; #bis furely 1s
an obje& very different. Such a condu&, dictated
by fuch fentiments, is truly benevolent and noble :
wruly worthy the friend of human kind, and the am-
baffador of heaven. It is even a duty facredly incum-
bent on every minifter of the gofpel, fcrupuloufly to
avoid, in every part of his condut, and efpecially in
the performances of the defk, the giving of unnecef-
fary offence to any one. It is his indifpenfable du-
ty, fo far as in him lies, to pleafe all men for their
edification. Yet, to accomplith this object com-
pletely, muft be a tafk arduous and difficult in the
extreme. Nay, 1ts complete accom’pliﬂxmcnt. muft
be a thing wholly impoffible. For it is evident,
from the very nature of the cafe, that the fame fub-
jets, and the fame manner of treating them, with
which fome will be pleafed and edified, will be un-
inftrutive and difpleafing to others. Some havc a
fet of peculiarly favorite topics, to which they would
have the preacher entirely confine himfelf : and
much
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much too apt are they to be impatient and difpleaf-
ed with him, if unreftrained by the limits of their
particular reading or contemplation, he endeavour
to introduce his hearers to the whole genc.ous cir-
cle of fcripture-truths and reprefentations. Others
will hardly content themfelves that he fhould deli-
berately inveftigate and difcufs any particular fub-
ject at all: and are fatisfied with almoft nothing be-
fide mere general declamation, and warm addrefies
to the pafficns. Some would have the preacher con-
fine his attention to oxplain and inculcate the duties
of morality ; aud thiz without any particular regard
‘o thofe obligations, encouragements and affiltances
to their performance, which are derived from the
gofpelaline. Others are but teo apt tobrand with the
odious epithet of Jegal preaching, every exhortation
to the diligent difchasge of the dutes of piety and
virtue. Some think it the prcacher’s bufinefs to be
continually defcanting on the privileges of the god-
ly : and otheis feem to think that his duty confifts
principally, if not entirely, in prying into the my/-
teries of religion; and difcourfing on the moft tre-
mendous and incomprehenfible things of the gofpel,
tn much the fame ftyle in which he would handle the
plaineft and moft familiar‘fubjeét. Some think
him
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him flagrantly deficient if he is not inceffantly thun-
dering out the terrors of the law, and denouncing, in
the harfheft manner, the wrath and vengeance of hea-
ven againft the impenitent: while others, who no lefs
miftake, would exclude from the pulpit, every thing
terrible or alarming ; and would have the preacher
content himfelf with calling men to accept the fal-
vation of the gofpel, without holding up to view
thofe ftrict precepts and awful fanctions of the law,
which alone can effectually convince them that they

need {uch a falvation.——There are fome {o excef-
fively critical and exat in regard to the manner in

which {ubjeéts are handled, that they will not allow
the preacher the fmalleft digreflion from the point
under immediate confideration, however pertinent or
profitable fuch digreffion may be. Others are no
lefs difcontented, if he is not continually . bringing
together fubjetts which have no kind of connexion
with each other ; or perhaps, if he does not include
within the comj..[s of a fingle difcourfe, fomething
upon every part of the extenfive fyftem of divinity.
Some wifh for nothing in a fermon, but cold fpecu-
lation, and abtftra& metaphyfical reafoning; or at
beft, nothing but clear unanfwerable demonftration
from fcripture ; difcarding all plain, pungent, im-
paflioned
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paffioned addrefles to the confciences and altections
of the hearers. While fome ftigmanize the preacher
aslanguid and lifelefs, if, inftead of devoting his wholc
attention to excite the pafliond, he employ a part of
his difcourfe in endcavouring to enlighten the un-
derftandings, and convince the judgments, of his
audience. Some arc pleafed only with a low and
grovelling ftyle ; while others can be fatisfied with
fuch a one only, as is refined and elegant ; and are
unreafonably fevers on the preacher, if, for the fake
of accommodating himfelf to the capacities of all,
ke negle@ the ftudied ornaments of fpeech, or de-
part, in any inftance, from the diale&t of the learn-
ed. Some are continually withing for #ovelty in
the manner and fentiments of the preacher: while
others think that every deviation from tie divines of
former days, whether in fentiment or expreflion, 18,
of courfe, a deviation from the ftandard of right,
and an inftance of degeneracy. Some are immode -
rately attached to particular fets of phrafes, which,
though of mere human invention, they confider as
the only drefs in which truth can poffibly make itsap-
pearance : while others arc no lels difgufted at the
bare mention of them. Some think that no doc-
trine can be properly and thoroughly difcufled and
C eftablithed,
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eftablithed, unlefs the preacher introduce into his
diicourfe the meft fevere refle&ions upon all who do
not view it precifely in the fame light with himfelf.
While others, indifferent whether truths of the great-

eft importance be maintained or given up, be be-
 lieved or denied, would diznify this guilty indiffer-
ence with the names of candour and liberality.—
Some think it enough that the preaciier recommend
piety and virtue in general terms; and in general
terms, reprefent the guilt and danger of unbelief
and impenitence; without any clofe application to
particular claffes of hearers : while others profefs
to confider it as a great point that the preacher be
faithful in pointing out and reproving particular
charatters and vices. And yet, thefe fame perfons
are often found, as foon as they perceive themfelves
involved in fuch defcripiion and reproof, to be the
firlt to complain. Some are very apt to hear con-
tinually for others; and to others to make the ap-
plication: while many are but too much inclined,
from animmoderate {u{picivufnefs of temper, tp apply
what is faid to themfelves, when themf{elves were not
intended. And how truly delicate and arduous the
tafk, to adminifter both reproof and cenfolation in

{fuch a way, as that thev fhali ncither be appropria-
ted

L
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ged by thofe to whom they are not due ; nor evaded
by thofe to whom they really belong !

You perceive, my Brethren and Fathers, that I
{peak my thoughts on this fubject with perfeét plain-
nefs and freedom. And may I nct be indulged,
{peaking (as in this {acred defk, I would ever wifth
to do) without any perfonal applications, to ufe fuch
a plainnefs and freedom? Nay, does notefaitbful-
#¢/s to you, and to myfelf, require it of me ?
I muft be fingularly infenfible indeed, could I, on
this folemn and affeting occafion, perfuade myfelf

to fay any thing which fhould give #sneceffary pain
to any one in this affembly. No, my Brethren and
Fathers :———far different is my objett. It is to
imprefs your hearts and my own, with fome lively
fenfe of the labours and difficulties which are before
me ; and to engage your kind and confoling {ympa-
thy with me, in the almoft defponding emotions
which they occafion. To this end, I have brought
into view a fet of miftakes, prejudices and unrea-
fonable expectations, fuch as are by no means excluy
fively appropriate to any particular perfons or focie-
ties; but fuch as are, in fome meafure, the common
ot of humanity ; fuch as refult from the  common
weaknefs and depravity of our nature. Happy in-
deed,

i
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deed, is that man, who 1s entirely free from any
thing of this kind. Singularly favored is that focic-
ty, in which many are not to be found, who are thus
chargeable.

But even though the peculiar difliculties men-
tioned, did not exift, it muft ftill be acknowiedged
no eafy tafk to give an impartial and faithful decla-
ration of the whole fyftem of gofpel truth. And
by way of counter: art to the obfervations juft made,
1t might properly be remarked, that the preacher
hirnfelf is continually liable to be mifled by fome
wrong bias, derived cither from his natural confti-
tution, the habits he may have acquired, the connex-
ions he may have formed, or the books he may have

read. All thefe may, in their turn, impart an in-
fluence not a little unfavorable to that fimple, tho-
rough, undifguifed, undiftorted reprefentation _of
the truth, which ought ever to be aimed at: an in-
fluence which, with ali the aid afforded by facred
fcripture, it requires no inconfiderable efforts, to
combat with fuccefs : an influence from which fome
of the greateft and beft of men have not cntirely
extricated themfelves.

SuaLr I goon to fay, how arduous is the tafk
devolved on the minifter of the gofpel, of leading

i
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in the excrcifes of public, folemn prayer and praife!
To approach the throne of THE HIGH
AND LLOFTY ONE, who inhabiteth eter-
nity, whofe name is H O LL Y, who will be fanéti-
fied in all who approach Him : to lift up to GOD
the hearts of his people: to fpread before bis throne,
their fins and f{orrows, their humiliations and defires,
their interceflions and thankfgivings: to do this
with fuitable folemnity and ferver of fpirit ; how
difficult, how mighty the tafk! Alas! Who is fuf-
Sicieunt far vhefe things ?

Tuus having confidered the labours and difficul-
ties which attend the minifter of the gofpel, in the
ftudy and in the pulpit, let us briefly confider thofe
which {urround him in fore other walks of life. It
is doubtlefs his duty to be much among his people,
to endeavour, in all prudent ways, to make himfelf
acquainted with their {piritual ftate, and to promote,
by all means within his power, their ipiritual wel-
fare and happinefs. It is his duty to adminitter in-
ftruction and advice, confolation and reproof, with
all diligence, tendernefs and fidelity, according to
his own abilities, and in proportion to the capacity,
the neceflities and the probable advantage of others.
It is particularly his duty to vifitthe fick and dying ;

to




(22 )

to pray with them; to teach, admonith, wain and
comfort them, as their various cafes and charaéters
may require. And how arduous this employment !
What a combination of qualities i3 neceflary to con-
ftitute a preparation for it! What a thorough ac-
quaintance with {cripture, and with the various ave-
nues and windings of the human heart! What min-
gled fortitude and fympathy, fidelity and tendernefs!
In fine, it is his duty to fer before his people fuch
an example as fhall add force and weight to his in-
ftrutions, exhortations and warnings ; and fuch as
they all may imitate with fafery and advantage.
~ Does there not appear in all this, new and abundant
reafon to exclaim, Who is_fufficient for thefe things ?
THz trials and affliZions which attend the minif-
terial office, arife from a variety of fources; and
are, in themfelves, numerous and complicated. In
the firft place, if the minifter have a heart of fenfi-
bility, he cannot be an unconcerned fpetator of thofe
fcenes of afflition and diftrefs among his people,
which his duty will frequently call him to witnefs.
He cannot but weep with thofe who weep. He cannot
but take a fympathetic part in the forrows of thofe
with whom he is conne&ted by fuch ftrong and ten-
der ties. And if their alictions, difpenfed by the
hand




( 23 )

hand of Divine Providence, affe& him thus painful-
ly, how much more pungent, how penetrating to
the very inmoft foul, muft be the diftrefs arifing
from the reflection—which it is fcarcely pofiible, in
the ordinary courfe of things, he will not have fre-
quent occafion to make ;—that his labours have no
blefling attending them ; that all his inftru&ions, en-
treaties, expoftulations and warnings are by multi-
tudes defpifed and difregarded ! What horror is in
that complaint of the Prophet: I bave laboured in
vain: I bave fpent my frength for nought ¥ e————w
To be a favour of death unto death, to a fingle foul ;
to fee thofe who are made capable of immortal hap-
pinefs ; thofe who are bound to our hearts by ma-
ny a tender tie, refufing the great falvation, obfti-
nately walking the broad road to deftru&ion, and
defperately plunging into the abyfs of everlafting
defpair !—Oh, how heart-rending, how infupport-
able the idea !—I_¢t us turn our eyes from the gloo-
my {pectacle. -

Tue faithful minifter muft capelt to meet with
unkindnefs and oppofition from a vasicty of quar-

ters. ‘There are many parts ot hi, duty, fome of
which

* fsa1, »lix. 4.
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which are likewiie among the moft important and
indifpenfable, which are in dire& oppofition to the
corruptions of human nature, and which therefore
may be naturally expeQed to provoke the exercife
of thefe corruptions azainft himfelf.  Such, for in-
ftance, is the duty of 7eproof. The faithful and tho-
rough performance of it, will but too often be fol-
lowed by the refentment, fometimes bitter and 1m-
placable, of him who is its objeét. Nor can the

purclt motives and moft inoffenfive manner always
fhield one from thefe confequences. In fuch a cafe,
confcious integrite it is true, affords an afylum.—
Yet how cruel, how mortifying to the man of real
benevolence, muft be a difappointment of this
kind! And can it be, to the feeling mind, an inconfi-
derable afli€ion, to be fubjected to the lafting ill-will
of another, merely for having wifhed and fought
his beft weifare? to be accouated his enemy, for no
other reafon than the having exercifed toward him
the moft painful and felf-denying office of undii-
fembled friendfhip ?

As the ftation of minifters is confpicuous, and
the part which they a&, important, it is not irange,
that the adverfury of all good is found tomake them,
in fome peculiar degree, the objeés of his malig-

nant
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nant attempts : nor thatall the enemies of truth are
arranged in oppofition to them. Thus multitudes
will be continually found to watch for their balting ;
to exercife themfelves with unwearied affiduity
in tempting and provoking them to fin; to ob-
ferve, detect, magnify and fpread, with a malignant
pleafure, their real faults; and too often to mifre-
prefent and traduce them, when they are innccent.
How great and fevere the trial, thus to be made
continually the mark of oppofition for the wicked
and abandoned ! thus to be made a gazing-ftock, a
reproach to an unfeeling and corrupt world !

BuT even this is tolerable—it 13 Znconfiderable,
when compared with the oppofition which the min-
ifters of the gofpel ray fometimes meet with, even
from chriftians themfelves. To be regarded with
coldnefs, referve and fufpicion, by thofe whofe ap-
probation one would ever wifh to gain ; to be con-
fidered as an enemy, by thofe with whom one would
ever wifh to unite: to have one’s well-meant efforts
in the caufe of truth oppofed and counteratted by
thofe from whom one naturally withes and expe&s
a cordial countenance and fupport : How truly af-
flictive and difcouraging is this! What a chilling
damp does it give to all ardor and animation!

D Yet,
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Yet, {o various are the prejudices, and fuch is the

diverfity of habits, taftes and conceptions, which,
in the prefent imperfe& ftate, may prevail, even a-
mong thofe who are not without a {incere love to the
truth, and who would, on no account, wilfully op-
pofe it, that this may fometimes be the cafe.

THE folemn and momentons confequences depending
on the manner in which the minifterial office is dif-
charged, now claim, for a moment, our attention.
And who but muft fec that they are folemn and
momentous indeed ? To the minifter of the gofpel
15, in fome f{enfe, entrufted the caufe of God, and of
the blefled Redcemer. On his fidelity depends the
falvation of his own foul, and that of the fouls of
multitudes of rational and immortal beings befide.
And can it be a fmall thing, caniz be otherwife than
infinitely momentous, to be a feward of the myfic-
ries, and the manifold grace of Geod ; to be employ-
ed in tranfaions in which his declarative glory, the
great end of our being, the highet obje& which a
creature can poffibly aim at; nay, the obje@ which
T3od¢ himfelf is conftantly aiming at, in all his
vorks, is fo intimately concerned ? Muft not the
:onfequcnccé be infinitely folemn, of the manner in
which ne difcharges his part, who is called to be an

ambaffador




( 27 )

- ambaffador of the Prince of Peace, to deliver his
meffages to mankind, to preach his bleffed goipel;
a gofpel in the fuccefs of which is involved the fruit
and reward of his amazing humiliation, his un-
exampled fufferings, his cruel and accurfed death ;
a gafpel with whofe unimpeded progrefs and gene-
ral recepticn, is intimately connected the honor of
the Friend, the Benefaltor, the Redeemer, the Sa-
viour of loft mankind? And who, that has any
lively idea of the momentous concerns of eternity,
but muft fhudder at the thought of rendering this
cternity miferable, by the neglet of incumbent du-
ty! What minifter of the goipel, who confiders,
on the one hand, the fingularly illuftrious reward
promifed to the faithful difcharge of the part af-
figned him, and, on the other, the peculiarly folemn
account which he muft give up to his great Judge,
and the aggravated punifhment which awaits him,
if found unfaithful, but muft feel his whole heart
deeply fol¢mni:zcd and affeCted by the vaft idea }—
How tremendoufly weighty the charge of fouls !
To be the inftrument of winning them to Chrift,
the great Shepherd, Bifhop and Saviour of fouls,
how fupremely defirable! To be the occafion (e-
ven the innocent occafion) of plunging them deep-

Cr
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er into everlafting woe ; how {olemn, how infupport-
able ! This, this it was, which made the apoftle
~ tremble at himfelf and his undertaking. #e are
unto God, he fays, a fweet favour of Chrift, in them
that are faved, and in thein that perifs. To the one,
we are the favour of death unto death ; and to toe
other, the favour of life unto life. Full well, then,
might he exclaim, (and where is the perfon fo ftu-
pid as not to feel the propriety of the exclamation!)
Who is fufficient for thefe things ?

TuaT we may, however, complete the evidence
in favour of the reafon and propriety of fuch an
exclamation, as it refpeéts every minifter of the gof-
pel, let us glance, a moment, as was propofed, at
the weaknefs, the fraiity and corruption of which
all fuch are the fubjects, It i1s quite unneceffary, I
am fenfible, to enter into any formal proof of this
matter. It is but too obvious to the obfervation of
men in general, that the minifters of the gofpel can
plead no exemption from the common frailties and
corruptions of human nature. If they were only
the {ubjedts of thofe inmocent infirmities which are
the common lot of humanity, even this would much
tend to illuftrate the point under confideration. If

they had nothing to conplain of, but their poor
frail
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frail bqdies, incapable of any great and long-conti-
nued cxertions ; continually requiring intervals of
relaxation and repofe; continually claiming the at-
tentions, enfeebling the energtes, and confining the
operations of their minds ; {ubject likewife, not
only to the certain decays of time, but to innume-
rable accidental diforders, debilities and pains ; even
hence would refult ample reafon to acknowledge
their infufficiency for the difcharge of the truft com-
mitted to them. But what additional force does the
argurnent receive from the confideration, that they
are partakers of the fame moral depravity; tiiat they
are fubjeé to the fame finful infirmities as others !
It is to be hoped, indeed, that they have received
fome beginnings of renovation : it is to be hoped
that they are not deftitute of a principle of grace,
and of genuine love to the Mafter whom they ferve,
as well as to the work which they have undertaken.
Still they have, at beft, many remainders of native
depravity ; ftill they have much of in-dwelling fin
to ftruggle with : and thefe things oppofe powerful
and-almoft infurmountable obftacles to the due per-
formance of the part afligned them. In addition to
all his external embarrafiments; in addition to the

multiplied difficulties and aflictions from without,
which
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which attend on his office, the minifter of the , ol
pel has within him, many important obftructions to
the faithful and fuccefsful difcharge of his duty.—
He has a heart naturally cold, hard and unaffeted
with divine things :—and if, at fome times, power-
fully impreffed with their beauty, excellence and
importance, yet too apt, alas! foon to lofe the bleft
impreflion. In common with others, he is, as it
were, confftitutionally diiinclined to labour, and foon
tired of that clofe application which his duty in-iif-
penfably requires. 'The numerous felf-denials lize-
wife, which meet him in the difcharge of almoft e-
very part of his office, are naturally very unpleafant.
And in every part will he fird fuch: conftant temp-
tations to unfaithfulnefs, as, left to himfelf and to |

his own heart, he will be wholly unable to refift.—
Thefe things, joined with thofe innocent infirmities

before referred ¢o; with the natuial relu&ance of
the human mind, at whatever is difficult or di?refl-

ful, with its natural aptitude to fhrink back from
wharever is peculiarly {olemn and awful, afford a
ftrong illuftration of the point which we are confi-
dering. And furely, from all which has been fug-
gefted on this fubject, there refults the fulleft proof
of the reafon and propriety with which every min-

ler
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ifter of the gofpel may adopt, in the reference to
the duties of that office to which he is called, the
pathetic and felf-diffident exclamation which we
have in the text.

THae fubje®, my honored hearers; which we have
now been confidering, is evidently a fubje& pregnant
~with inftruction and excitement to us all. 1 defire
to preach it not to you only, but to myfelf; and
would endeavour to get my own heart deeply affect-
ed with the folemn things which it brings to view.
If the great apoftle of the Gentiles, fo far fuperior,
not only to the generality of the ordinary minifters
of the golpel, but to the generality of the apoftles
themfelves, felt himfelf fo deeply folemnized, as oy
the text he appears, with a fenfe of the awful charge
which lay upon him, as a preacher of the gofpel;
rauch more ought one, who can lay claim to none
of his peculiar endowments; who has reafon to
rank himf{elf in a lower clafs of the ordinary preach-
ers of the gofpel, to be thus folemnized. Much
greater reafon has he, when entering oa an Jemp]oy—
ment the moft ferious and momentous on this fide
eternity ; an employment, the duties of which he is
totally incompetent, in himfelf, to difcharge, to en-
ter upon it with the utmoft felf-diffidence; and to

| breathe
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breathe out the humble exclamation: ##s is Sugh-
cient for thele things !

THE work is indeed a..uous beyond comparifon,
beyond expreflion. Andif it were to be performed
in one’s own ftrength, Who, alas ! would ever under-
take it ? What man, nav, what angel would feel him-
felf competent to fo mighty a work ? But blefled
be God ! we are none of us called to this. The Maf-
ter whein we ferve, will, if we engage ir the fer-
vice from fincere love to him, and firm attachment
to his caufe, himfelf furnifh us with every thing
which we need for the faithful and fuccefsful difcharge
of it. He will impart to us ftrength and ability for
every duty : he will ever attend us with his gracious
guidance and blefling. His promife is firm and
unalterable, that he will be ever with his faithful
fervants, even 0 the end of the world. To every one

of fuch a character, this tsAaﬁ‘cc'honate and anima-

ting language : My grace is fufficient for ibee: for
my frength is made perfe@@ in weaknefs.t  And how
gracicufly multiplied and varied are the promifes of
Divine Support and afliftance, to every trembling
foul which feels it can have no fufficient greund

of reliance, but the Divine mercy ! How cheering
are

t 2 Cog. xil. g.
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are thofe expreflions recorded in Ifaiah ! and with
what new vigour and courage do they tend to ani-
mate the foul ! Fear not thou worm Facob, and ye me:
of Ifrael : I will belp thee faith ihe Lord, and thy Re-
deemer, the Holy One of Ifrael. Fear thou not, for 1am
with thee ; be not difmayed, for I am thy God: I
will Brengthen thee ; yea, I will belp thee; ysa, I will
uphold thee, with the right band of my righteoufnefs.3
How infpiring that encouragement, and thatundaunt-
ed, invincible refolution, exprefied in another paffage
of the fame evangelical Prophet! For the Lord God
will belp me : Therefore fball I not be confounded : there-
fore bave I fet my face like a flint: and I know that I
fhall not be afbamed.| Here then, may it be my ob-
je&, and my happy attainm:ent, to place a fimple and
unfeigned reliance.

At the fame ume, the fubjett inftru&ts me with
what fcrupulous caution, with what facred fear and
trembling, it is my duty to commence, and with
- what care and diligence to profecute, the all-impor-
tant duties which have lately been devolved upon
me. To this fear and trembling, to this care and

E diligence,

1 Isa. xli. 14, 10, [| Isat, 1y 7.
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diligence, the laborious and difficult nature of the
work, the trials and affli€tions which attend it, the
folemn and eternal confequences depending on
the manner in which it is performed, the ineftima-
ble worth of immortal fouls, the poffibility and the
danger of their being loft by niy neglect, and final-
ly, my. own numerous infirmities and corruptions,
bind me by the ftrongeft obligations. May fuch
falutary and important ieflons as thefe, never be e-
rafed from my mind.

And fince {o arduous zre the duties, and fo pe-
culiar the trials which f.11 to my lot, in confequence
of the late connexion inftituted between us ; fince
the final iffue of this connexion will be fo fupreme-
ly umportant, both to vou and myfelf; and fince, at
the fame time, fuch is my infufficiency for the
due difchargs of its duties, may I not hope, my
honored Fathers and Brechren, for the extenfion of
your candor and foriearance, your compaffion and
fympathy toward me ! May I not hope, that you
will be ready to caft the mantle of your charity over
my infirmities and fa'lings, and to lend me, in the
profecution of the duties of my place, your cordial
countenance and aflitance. Whilz, with a urem-

bling
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bling heart, I look forward to the ”labours, difficul-
ties and trials which arc before me; while a fenfe
of my own weaknefs and infufficiency, is ready to dif-
tract and overwhelm my mind ; where fhall I find
relief and repofe, if not in the confidence of being
indulged with your candour and friendfhip, your
compaflionate and tender fympathy : and that you
will kindly affift me, fo far as in your power, in
bearing a burden almoft infupportable? And may
I not be permitted particularly and earneftly to re-
queft of you, my honored Chriftian Friends, that in
thofe confecrated moments, in which you are pri-
vileged to approach the throne of grace, and
pour out before God, the afpirations of your hearts,
your feeble, trembling fervant in the gofpel may
not be forgotten : that he may be remembered by
you with an ardor proportionate to the importance
of the duties devolved on him, and his own in-
fufficiency for their difcharge ! Will you not, with
all the facred importunity of prayer, intreat that
the blefling of heaven may defcend and reft on
him: and that his teeble cfforts may, by a divine
energy, be rendered effe¢tual to the everlafting be-

nefit of yourfelves, your dear children and fa-
milies ?—
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milies ?—At the fame time, it will naturally occur
to every refle&ing mind, that if to preach the gof-
pel be a momentous' and folemn thing, it s, from
the very nature of the cafe, a thiny hardly lefs {o-
lemn and momentous to bear it. It proves a_favour
of life unto life, or of death unto death. Awful al-
ternative !  May the tremendous idea make a deep
impreflion upon all our heartsi May ocur whole
fouls be alive and engaged in tie interefting things
which are before us! May we not ceafe unitedly to
befiege the throne of grace with ardent and impor-
tunate fupplication for the beftowment of that beft
of bleflings, the Holy Spirit, in his convincing, con-
verting, fanétifying and comforting influences ! And
may God be pleafed, in infinite mercy, to grant that
the genuiné {pirit and témpcr of his bleffed gofpel, fo
pure, peaceabfe, gentle,eqfy to be entreated, full of mercy
and good fruits, may pervade and harmonize all our
breafts! And may he be gracioufly pleafed to fay of his
Church here, what he faid of his Church of old:
This is my reft forever : bere will I dwell, for I have
defired it. I will abundantly blefs ber provifion; I
will fatisfy ber poor with bread. I will alfo clothe
ber priefts with falvation, and ber faints fhall fhout

aloud for joy.
Fivarvy,
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FinaLLy, may we all ne fo favored as to walk
together the toilfome journey of this tranfitory life,
“in the fear of the Lord, and the comfort of the Holy
Ghoff. May we all, through Divine Mercy aiding
our progrefs and {fmoothing our way, arrive at laft,
at that holy, blifsful ftate, where the Lord fhall be
our everlafting light and ftrength, and our God our
glory :—where, free from the diftraling fenfe of
frailty and of fin, we may employ every aQive ener-
gy of our fouls in celebrating the praifes of fove-
reign, all-conquering, triumphant grace ; and where
from countlefs myriads of glowing hearts, and en-
raptured, harmonious veices, thall arife the ceafelefs
tribute of bleffing and bonor and glory and power, to

Him that fittcth on the throne, and to the Lamd for
ever and ever. AMEN.,
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MRr. Dana’s REpPLY
TO THE

RENEWAL or THe CHURCH’s caLL:

Ouwitted, through miflake, in the publication of the ORDINA-
TION SERMON, and iaferted here, by particular requef?.

MY FATHERS AND BRETHREN OF THIS CHURCH,

AS you bave now publicly and folemnly renewed
Your requeft for my feillement among you, in the im-
portant work of the Gofpel-minifiry, I do now, in the
Jame public and folemn manner, remewedly fignify my
compliance with your Invitation, and my readinefs to
confecrate myfelf to your fervice in the gofpel of Chrifi :
confcious of the arduous mature of the work which is
before me, and my own infufficiency for it : at the [aine
time, bumbly apprebending myfelf called in duty to un-
dertake it 5 and boping that, by the all-fufficient grace
of Chrift, I may be enabled faithfully to teftify bis
bleffed gofpel, to fulfil the miniftry to be committed

to me, and finith my courfe with joy.
MY
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MY FATHERS AND BRETHREN
OF THIS CHURCH AND SOCIETY,

THE tranfattion on which we are entering, is
deeply folemn and important. It is pregnant with
comfequences of everlafiing magnitude and moment to
us all. May we all be impreffed with a realizing
Jenfe of its awful importance and folemnity ! May our

bearts be united, and that more and more, in feeking
the promotion of Chriffian truth, bolinefs and love !
May our prayers afcend inunion to the throne of grace,
for the Divine prefence, guidance, and benediftion !
And may the God of all mercy grant that the con 2x-
ion which we now contemplatz, may be the bhappy
Jource and occafion of eur mutual benchit and comfort
bere, and mutual, everlafting folicitation and rejoicing,
in the world of immortal gloiy!






