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CORRESPONDENCE. 

For the Central Presbyteran. 

Shall the Campinas College 
Die? 

The last authentic advices from 

Campinas inform us that our college 
there is now standing empty and 
closed. The city has been forsaken 

| as the seat of the mission, except 
that one minister remains as the 

pastor of three or four little church- 
es, in and near it. The apparent 
outlook seems to be that the col- 

! lege property will be sold. If this 
occurs it will certainly be bought 
by the papists, and will become 
then the seat of a Popish college. 
I write to press this question upon 
the Committee of Foreign Missions 
and upon the Church. Shall this 
be the shameful issue of that noble 

enterprise and of the labors and 

gifts of the devoted men now in 
their graves, who toiled and gave to 
create the institution? The thought 
sickens my soul! Such a catastro- 

phe can only bear one or the other 
of these two meanings, that our 
Church is here submitting to a dis- 

astrous and dishonoring backset 
and defeat; or else that the creation 
of the college was from the first 
such a folly as wise men who come 
after can only repair, by accepting 
so shameful a defeat as the un- 
avoidable and righteous penalty of 
the folly. The Papists there know 
that the foundation of the college 
was not a folly, but an enterprise 
full of wisdom and most formidable 
to the disastrous reign of their 

superstition, hence they adopt the 
former explanation. Is the matter 
true? 

(1.) Who were the men who 
created this Campinas College? 
History answers, a part of them 
"ere that remarkable and noble 
duster of young foreign mission- 
aries of whom the sacred seal of 
heath in the vanguard of Christ’s 
sacramental host justifies me in 

naming these, Lane, Boyle and 

Oabney; among the first young 
Men in our Church to lead the way 
t0 the for-ugn field out of the dust, 
'hood and despair following our 
country’s desolation; the men whose 
nigh intelligence and devotion raised 
'he standard for all our subsequent 
Missionaries, and gave that grand 
"upulse, in which we are still re- 

doing. Next, were those wise and 
°ble men who formed our earlier 
Committee of Foreign Missions in 

Baltimore, Drs. Bullock, Lefevre, 
furkland, with such elders as 

' udge Jones, &c., and the wisest 

[in<h best of our laymen and mothers 
:i! Israel. Last was that most godly 
“f foreign missionaries, our old 

Secretary, Dr. John Leighton Wil- 
’on, who shaped our work for Christ 
fbroad by the clearest and widest 
'Sots of Scripture: of long experi- 
Anoo in the foreign field and of the 

jmsaionary literature of the whole 
, r°testant world. My head and 
“cart cry out in me, 1 hat the men 
o' this glorious company were not 
nileguided and silly in this thmg, 
comparison, with us little folks 

' 

.this year of grace who have no 

| ’her influence nor success to boast 
“ 

i than that which these grand 
I 
’10neers created for us. The Cam- 

l Plna.8 College was not their blunder; 
' .ut its desertion will be our falter- 

j 8 m the day of battle and our 

‘fproach. The Church has heard 

,! ‘tiese novel views of gospel work 

co ? wktch this college has been 

| ’“detuned, which are in substance 
to tv! Church’s commission 
u “e heathen authorises her to do 

uothing but preach revelation, ad- 
minister the sacraments and or- 

ganize churches; or if she teaches 
at all out of the pulpit, must teach 
uothing but Bible lessons. This 
restriction overstrains and exagger- 
ates the commission of Christ and 
bis apostles to the Church. It is 
not true to the practise and history 
cf the primitive Church, which 

everywhere planted its schools 
beside the churches. It is not true 
to the experience and practise of 
modern Protestant Churches in 
their foreign missions, which find 
it ever necessary to add to their 

preaching, the Christian education 
rf youth. The assumption is exact- 
ly contrary to the experience and 
practise of our Presbyterian Church 
at home. How is it that the best 
wisdom of our fathers has decided 

unanimously that our Church at 
home must have in addition to her 

pulpits her Christian schools and 

colleges, her Hampden Sidney, her 
Davidson, her Clarkesville, her 
Richmond College, Kentucky, her 
Westminster, her Batesville, her 
Shermon Colleges; while just the 
same kind of college in Brazil is an 
Bxcrescence useless to Christianity 
there. That view is condemned by 
the whole light of experience, com- 
mon sense, and Christian states- 

manship. When a wise king wishes 
to add a conquered province to his 
realm, he does not stop at overrun- 

ning it with his light troops; he 
builds permanent fortresses to con- 
trol and protect it. 

(2.) Youth is the plastic period, 
the forming period; this therefore 
is the time, and the school of learn- 

ing the place, to throw in the Chris- 
tian influence and thus to enlist on 
the side of Christ the commanding 
influence which the men of educa- 
tion are to exert upon all the strata 

of the society below them. Dr. A. 

Alexander used to say that inf! uence, 
like water, percolates downward. If 

we can catch the prostrate man by 
the hair and lift his head, we there- 
with raise the whole body and limbs. 
The whole education of Brazil was 

either popish or infidel, and thus 

every indirect influence of mental 

culture in that country was on the 
Devil’s side. In view of this fact 

what can a wise Presbyterianism do 
in such a field except, add to its 

pulpits Christian schools? The 

pulpits are to convert families, are 

they not? Christian families are 

to have children, are they not? Then 
that success places us in this di- 

lemma, unless we go on to add the 
Christian schools; we must tell 

these Christian parents, let your 
children grow up in ignorance or 
else you will have to send them to 

these popish or agnostic schools, 
where they will get some inferior 

literature at the cost of the choking 
of their Christianity and of their 

training for Satan. Presbyterian- 
ism is not a religion for ignoramus- 
es; it has never thriven except with 
an intelligent constituency. 

(3) Intelligent men ought to know 5 
that sound literature, history and 

philosophy, and sound Protestant 
theology have their roots inter twin- 
ed throughout, so that popery in or- 
der to appear plausible has to so- 

phistocate and corrupt these other 

branches of culture. Therefore 

when we are teaching these other 
branches correctly we are cutting 
the very roots of popery in educated 

minds. It is an indirect means in 

such a field, for teaching the true 

gospel. It is the fundamental 

agency which will work, gradually 
indeed and slowly at first, and yet 
most thoroughly and extensively to 

uproot the very foundations of false 

religions. Granting that our young 
people at home had no laymen to 

teach them and all must grow up 
in igndrance or go to Romish schools 
—would not our Presbyteries set 

apart ordained ministers to teach 

God’s Word daily with all other 

learning, to preserve the seed corn? 
The General Assembly is now in- 

viting the Church to endow a school 
for the education of the children of 

missionaries (and others) in Fred- 
ericksburg, Va. A little better way 
would be, when once a mission is as 
well advanced as ours is in Brazil 

to provide thoroughly for such chil- 
dren in the land of their nativity, 
which ought also to become their 

permanent home. God’s way for 

planting Christianity permanently, 
is to plant Christian families, which 
are to remain permanent and to 

help to create a Christian social at- 

mosphere. The young men and wo- 

men who are to succeed their fathers 

as Christian laborers in Brazil had 

best be educated in Brazil so as to 

have the language aud the habitudes 
of the country. That these young 
people may be thus educated with- 
out exposure to pernicious, moral 
influences, the mission should have 
just such a College. Do men flat- 
ter themselves that they are going 
to get Brazilian candidates for the 
Protestant ministry out of the pop- 
ish University of San Paulo, or out 
of a polytechnic college taught by 
admirers of Earnest Renan? If 

they do, let them look how many 
candidates our church gets out of 
the State Universities in this so- 
called Christian land, which are un- 
der the partial sway of Secularism. 
If the preaching work of our mis- 
sion in Brazil is to produce the ex- 
pected fruits and there should be a 
call for many native ministers, 
where are they to be gotten? Do 
men gather grapes of thorns or figs 
of thistles 1” 

Spiritual Fruit. 

Our Church has been told that 
the Campinas College was already 
condemned by its total lack of 

spiritual fruit, that not a single 
young person had been brought by 
its influences to Christ during its 
whole existence. I am compelled 
to believe that this is expressly 
erroneous. I am compelled to think 
so by the contradictory testimony 
of the best of our missionaries. We 
have this evidence of its incorrect- 
ness that the amiable pastor of the 
Campinas group of churches is an 

alumnus of the Campinas College 
and his Christian character is its 
virtual fruit. At least two other 
ministers received their education 
there and at least five girls who be- 
came wives of missionaries—not to 

speak of others who are better fill- 

ing various spheres of life for their 
training in that school; other in- 
stances show that the leaven is 

spreading. A merchant in San 
Paulo being asked why he closed 
his store on the Sabbath day, “said 
he was not a Protestant, but that he 
went to the school at Campinas and 
something took root.” Another 

brought an overpaid account to be 
corrected. This unusual occurrence 
led to inquiry, he had been to Cam- 
pinas and had learned to be honest. 
A Mayor in another town shewed 
the first preachers who entered such 
favor as to surprise them; he too 

had been a pupil in the school and 

his judgement was convinced that 
the truth ought to be preached. I 

have pointed out why the deep in- 
fluences of Christian education 
must work their fullest results 

gradually. Let us not be like the 

fickle milk-maid, who after waiting 
for some hours to skim her pan of 

milk, got into a hasty pet and 

pitched it to the pigs just when the 
cream was beginning to rise. We 

may be reminded that the old Com- 
mittee in 1879-'80, had great worry 
and vexation and some loss in the 

affairs of Champinas College. Let 

not that untoward history be made 
the basis for an erroneous and mis- 

chievous influence. The real facts 

when properly understood gave us a 
powerful argument for the perma- 

nency of the college. Doubtless be- 

tween its foundation and 1880 its 

management had been in some re- 
spects over ambitious. Mistakes 

had been committed. Financial 

embarrassments arose. The zeal 

and the gifts of the Church were 
withheld from the college from that 
date. Those who were responsible 
for these untoward events have been 

long disconnected with the enter- 

prise. “Let the dead bury their 

dead. 
The College Saved. 

But the decissive facts are these; 
that when the college was thus 

plunged into a species of financial 
slough and the Assembly’s Com- 
mittee in Baltimore seemed dis- 

posed to leave it there, Dr. Edward 

Lane, by his admirable energy, de- 

votion and sagacity, seconded by 
the missionaries, Dabney, Rod- 

rigues and Miss Kemper, put their 
own shoulders to the forsaken en- 

terprise and gradually saved and 

redeemed it. The committee, after 
five years perhaps, aiding in bear 

ing the financial pressure, which up 
to that time Dr. Lane had borne 

alone, they also authorized the 

sale of a part of the chacara which 
Dr. Lane had secured for the Church 
so wisely and cheaply at the outset, 
and which was not needed for the 

uses of the mission, and from that 
time there was no call upon the 

home Church, for taxes, repairs, or 
increased accommodations for a 

growing work. The title to the 

property was made safe to our 

Church by the wisdom and gener- 

bus fidelity of Dr. Lane. Strict 

sconomy was introduced and the 
school was kept within its known 
resources. When 1892 came, though 
the school had then been closed 
twice on account of the epidemic, 
and all business greatly retarded, 
the property was free from debt, the 
buildings in good repair, and en- 
larged with funds from the proper- 
ty. Mr. Gammon, who had gone 
out in 1890, was in charge of the 
school with a good corps of teach- 
Brs, and the influence of the school 
was wider and stronger than it had 
ever been. Indeed this point had 
been practically reached for a num- 
ber of years previous as under Mr. 
Rodrigues’ care there were fully 
one hundred and sixty pupils, all of 
whom had a daily Bible lesson. 
Thus the ill-effects of mismanage- 
ment of a previous decade had al- 

ready been thoroughly retrieved; 
the institution was again in a state 
of splendid efficiency, promising an 
early harvest of wider and richer 
fruits than ever; when the deaths 
of Mr. Dabney and Dr. Lane were 
made the unfortunate pretexts for 
these disastrous counsels of gra’ui 
tous destruction. 

No Surrender. 

But was not the removal of the 

larger part of the Campinas mis- 

sionary force contemplated provided 
this college should be chosen as the 
seat of the Synodical theological 
seminary? This was conditionally 
in prospect. But the design wasj 

anything else than the surrender of 
Campinas or the mission, or the 
educational work there as a capital 
vantage ground. No. The thought 
was this, that the bringing of the 
theological faculty and students to 

Campinas might release a part of 
the working force previously sta- 
tioned there, without in the least 

contracting either mission or col- 

lege work at that place. I believe 
it is not yet quite finally deter- 
mined where the Synod’s theologi- 
cal school shall go. I say whether 
it comes to Campinas or not, the col- 
lege must be retained just the same. 
If the theological school does come 
there, the college will be all the 
more needed, to prepare the can- 
didates for the ministry for the 

theological classes; since nearly 
every one of them must come with- 
out either academic or collegiate 
preparation for the study of di- 

vinity. 
These then are the counsels of 

sound wisdom, resolve to retain all 
the buildings and grounds needful 
for carrying on a permanent and 
effective work in Campinas. If the 

Seminary does not come hitherto 
the school will be an indispensable 
aid in holding the field even and in 
aiding the native pastors in the 

evangelistic work now turned over 

to them. How can they, few in 

number, meet all the wants of so 
large a field, thrown suddenly upon 
them? Will not a wily enemy, ever 
on the alert, rivet afresh upon the 
children the chains which some of 
the father’s have broken? Why not 
by retaining our foot-hold on 

Campinas, aid msolidifying and 

maturing all the work around? 
Give the new station the support 
and schools which its surroundings 
demand without yielding Campinas. 
Send out the people qualified for 

special work, to reinforce those al- 

ready experienced in the field and 

by a wise distribution of forces hold 
the two points, push the school work 
at Campinas with more energy than 
ever and claim the territory be- 
tween for Christ. 

jueaviug Lilt? r leiu. 

Here is a just picture of the spe- 
cies of tactics recently recommend- 
ed to the church. After twenty 
years of arduous and expensive pre- 
liminary campaigning the army of 
the Lord Christ has just gained the 
desirable position on the field, and 
ranked itself in line of battle against 
his enemies with thb central key of 
the position built into a command- 
ing fortress, mounted with most ef- 
fective cannons, and everything 
promising a splendid victory, and 

just then the commaQdere become 
confused, order their forces down 

off their commanding heights give 
up the fortified key of the battle 

ground to the enemies and dis- 

mounted their best guns, put them 
in a thicket where they may possi- 
bly get a few pops at some skirmish 
line or scouts, instead of keeping 
them where they would have spat- 
tered and hurled back the most 

crowded columns of attack. What 

can our leaders mean? 

Tellow Fever, 

But the yellow fever at Campinas! 

ires, the scourge has been there twice 
md cut off three precious lives. As 
for myself I could scarcely have 
felt the bereavement more grievous- 
ly had two of the three been my own 
sons! Far be it from me beyond 
ill others, to advise the rash exposure 
if other valuable lives, to be in- 
sensible of other similar bereave- 
ments or to object to the most liberal 
precautionary measures for protect- 
ing the health of our laborers in fu- 
ture. Let them by all means with- 
draw temporarily before the scourge, 
should it come to Campinas again. 
With the sale of some of the prop- 
srty let a place of refuge be pro- 
vided at some point still higher and 
even in the worst years there would 
be eight or nine healthful months 
at Campinas enough for an efficient 
scholastic year. But it may not re- 
turn ; the city may be cleansed. 
Its altitude above the sea-level is 
too great to permit the disease to be 
endemic. Should it occasionally 
return hereafter this is no sufficient 
reason for the Church’s surrender 
of a post of vantage. The coffee 
traffic will not desert Campinas be- 
cause of the yellow fever. The 

Jesuit teachers will not surrender 
it. Should the soldiers of Christ 
be less hardy than those of mam- 
mon and superstition? The fever 

goes to Rio almost annually, but the 
Protestant missions do not there- 
fore desert that capital. Sylvester 
Lamed died of that fever at New 

Orleans; our brethren never dream- 
ed of giving up that city to Rome 
for that reason. The yellow fever 
did not drive Presbyterianism nor 
our venerable father Armstrong out 
of Norfolk in 1854. Now see Nor- 

folk and Portsmouth with their five 
or six Presbyterian churches. In 

fact the law that the walls of Zion 

must sometimes be built upon the 
lives of her soldiers is not at all 
limited to yellow fever districts. 

Apart of the price which the Church 
paid for Union Seminary was the 
lives of Rice, Graham, and Samp- 
son. The yellow fever at Campinas 
should not have been made a pre- 
text for giving it up, as the seat of 
either the mission or the college. 

XKi.iBUfctJS.eu jruiiuy. 

It may be that distance from the 

ground disqualifies me to judge; 
but I confess it has ever appeared 
to me a most unaccountable policy 
to remove the centre of our opera- 
tions from this central city of 

twenty thousand population, in a 
fertile and populous section, to a 
distant mountain village beyond 
the railroad terminus. This ap- 

pears to me its exact analogue. The 
Church had planted great and cost- 
ly agencies for the evangelization of 
Virginia, west of the Blue Ridge, in 
the city of Staunton. Two or three 
laborers were lost there by the visi 
tation of providence, whereupon the 
wise men moved bag and baggage 
out to the village of Monterey in 
Highland county, or Huntersville 
in Pocahontas county, equally safe 
from yellow fever or from the chan- 
ces of influencing the centres of Vir- 

ginia life. As one member of the 

Presbyterian Church, I appeal to 

the Committee of Foreign Missions: 
do not prejudge this vital interest; 
but leave its decision to time and 
the better wisdom of the Church, 
and I implore every commissioner 
to the next General Assembly to or- 
dain that this noble institution 
founded in the prayers, labors and 

gifts of our noblest and best, whose 
walls, as it were, are cemented with 
the life blood, tears and prayers of 
Edward Lane and J. W. Dabney 
shall not be surrendered to the ene 
mies of Christ and his Cross. 

R. L. Dabney. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

A Card. 

Messrs. Editors,—While the dis- 
cussion of Beneficiary Education is 
going on, let the ministers and 
chuiches not forget that 250 young 
men are badly needing the pittance 
of help that has been promised them. 
Much of the November collection 
must be still in the hands of treas- 

urers, and every cent ought to be 

sent in before the first of April. Im- 
mediate relief can be brought to the 
candidates by every church doing 
its duty. E. M. Richardson, 

Secretary. 

Personal. / 

Rev. Dr. James H. Brookes, of 
St. Louis, is spending a few weeks 
at Asheville, N. C., for the purpose 
of hastening his recovery from a 
severe attack of la grippe. His 
wife and daughter accompany him. 

’ / \ , ? 
‘ 

NEWS OF THE WEEK. 

Home. 
' 

The expert accountai ts who examined 
the affairs of Hon. Charles Foster and of 
Foster & Co., reported to the creditors at 
a meeting in Fostoria, Ohio, on the 14th, 
that the liabilities of the firm were $771,- 
201, and the actual assets, $43,310, of which 
$16,290 is classed as doubtful. The liabili- 
ties of Mr. Foster are $808,255, and the as- 
sets, *314,259, of which $115,486 are pledged 
as collateral. 

It is estimated that no less than 10,000 
elks have come out from the mountains 
and foot hills into the plains between Fort 
Washykie and the head of the Wind river; 
Wyoming, to escape the deep snows. The 
Arapahoes and Shoshone Indians are very 
anxious to get permits from the Indian 

agent, Captain Ray, to slaughter these ani- 
mals, but so far have been unsuccessful. 

Miss Clara Barton, president of the 
American National Red Cross, and several 
assistants are on their way to Beaufort, 8. 
C., to renew their work in behalf of the 
thousands of poor people on the South 
Carolina Sea Islands, who lost everything 
in the great storm last fall. 

Judge Woods, of the Hustings Court, at 
Roanoke, Virginia, has given an opinion 
affirming the validity of the local option 
election in September last, and prohibition 
will go into effect April 1 unless this rul- 
ing is reversed by a higher court. 
On Monday, the 19th, the President 

nominated and the Senaie confirmed, the / 
Hon. E. D. White, U. S. Senator from 
Louisiana to be Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court of the U. S. 

John V. McKane, who was found guilty 
' 

, 

last Friday of violation of the election laws 
at Gravesend last November, was sentenced 
to six years in Sing Sing prison. 
The United States Senate has confirmed 

Thomas B. Fergusson, of Maryland, as 

Minister to Sweden, and John Barrett, of 
Oregon, as Minister to Siam. 

The old Kentucky Paper Co , of Louis- 
ville, last week, passed into the hands of a 
receiver. The debts amount to $100,000, ./ . 

and the assets to $300,000. 
The Virginia House of Delegates has 

passed the bill for the reorganization of 
the Richmond and Danville Railroad. 

Foreign. 
Baron Blanc, minister of foreign affairs, 

recently invited Mr. Potter, the American 
minister at Rome, to go with him to 
witness the opening of an Etruscan tomb 
that was discovered some days ago at Tar- 
quini, the ruins of an ancient city, located 
about a mile from Corneto, Province of 

y :i 
Rome. The invitation was accepted and 
the party went to the tomb and saw it 
opened. It was found to be filled with 
relics of the period 8C0 B. C. 

There is great religious excitement 
among the people of the town of Jarez, 
Mexico, and surrounding country over the 
appearance among them of a beautiful 
young girl, who pronounces herself to be. 
their patron saint, Anita. The girl has 
performed some very remarkable cures of 
serious diseases by laving on her hands, 
and the Indians of that section are wild 
over her. 

The Pope will permit the Bishop of Ver- - 

sailes, on the occasion of the May fetes, 
to exhibit the coat of Christ, which relic is 
kept at Argenteuil, on condition that the 
invitations sent out do not contain the 
statement that the coat is the seamless 
garment worn by our Saviour. This pro- 
vision is made in view of the fact that the ' 

seamless coat is understood to be pre- 
served in the Cathedral at Treves. 

The oldest inhabitant of Rome is report- 
ed to have said that he never knew such a 
sight as the capital has presented this win- 
ter. The snow has certainly been a terri- 
fic thing in the streets, and the poor peo- 
ple seem to be quite broken spirited and 
unable to compete against it. In the 
country the snow has been two or three 
feet deep in all directions. 
The Paris police have learned the ante- 

cedents of the man who thtew the bomb in 
the cafe of tha Hotel Terminus His name 
is Emile Henry, and, with other anarchists, 
he had planned a series of outrages to be 
perpetrated in Paris. 
The German Reichstag has adopted a 

proposal, made by Kerren Rickert and 
Groeber, to introduce in Germany the Aus- 
tralian method of poling. A very large 
majority of the members voted in favor of 
the proposal. 
Yellow fever is on the increase at Rio 

Janeiro, sixty deaths occurring last Thurs- 
day. The health of the American sailors 
continues good. 

Emperor William visited Prince Bis- 
marck at Freidrichsruhe, on the 19th, and 
was received with great enthusiasm by the 
people. ; 

By a boiler explosion of the German 
War Ship Brandenburg, at Kiel, forty-eight 
were killed. 

A mass-meeting in Trafalgar Square, 
London, last week, condemned the House 
of Lords as a useless institution. 

It is thought probable in London that 
Queen Victoria will counsel the Lords not 
to provoke a conflict with the Commons. 

Lobengula, King of the Matabeles, died 
in the bush from small pox. ' \ 

Miscellaneous. 
The Protestant denominations in the last 

decade, increased in the United States 42 
per cent., while in the same time the Ro- 
man Catholics increased 30 per cent. This 
is taking the figures of Saddler’s Directory, 
good Catholic authority. 
Dr. Cyrus Edson, ot the New York 

Board of Health, says the grippe is likely 
soon to disappear for a generation or so. 
To which tl ere will be a hearty and gen- 
eral, if silent “Amen!” , y. 

For Malaria, Liver Trou- 

ble, or Indigest ion, use 
BROWN'S IRON BITTERS 


