
VOL. IV. NO. 4. RICHMOND, VA., 

< t f t f > \ rj'Tf r|'l 

JANUARY 22, 1859. WHOLE NO. 160. 
THE OFFICE OF 

THE CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN 
Is on Main Street,five doors below the ExchangeBanl’ 

over the Store of H. Baldwin, third story. 

Edited and published for an association of gentlemen in 
Virginia and North Carolina, by 

Messrs. MOOEE, HOGE & CO.- 

Single copy $2 60 in advance, $3 if not paid 
within six months. 

Any minister sending the names of five or 
more new subscribers and remitting the sub- 
criptions annually in advance, shall receive 
a copy for himself without charge. 
For $20 we will send ten copies of the paper, 

with an additional copy to the person acting 
as Agent. 
Fifty copies will be sent to one address at the 

ate of per copy. 

A simple Business Card not exceeding six linos, 
by the year,.5 00 

TERMS. 

ADVERTISEMENTS, 
For a,8quare of 16 lines, once, - 

For t<vo insertions, ... 
For three insertions ... 
And for every subsequent insertion, 
For 10 lines or less, - - 

For each subsequent insertion, - 

! 75 
1 25 
1 50 

37 
50 
37 

A single square by the year, 9 00 

For the Cen tral Presbyterian. 

American Bible Society. 

The stated meeting of the Managers was 
held at the Bible House, Astor Place, on 
Thursday, the 6th instant, at half past four 
o’clock, P. M.; Dr. Thomas Cock in the 
’hair, assisted by Hon. Luther Bradish, 
with Win. B. Crosby, Benjamin L. Swan, 
and Francis Hall, Esqrs. 
The Rev. Mr. Shelton read the 27th 

Psalm, and offered prayer. 
Six new auxiliaries were recognised, two 

n North Carolina, and in Kentucky, Flo- 
•ida, Illinois, and Connecticut one each. 

Communications were received from 

Agents and others, showing encouraging 
irospects in the work at home, notwithstand- 
ng the continued money pressure, and the 
leed of great exertion to supply immigrants 
rnd others with the Holy Scriptures; from 
liev. R. S. Maclay, Fuh Chau, China, send- 
ng a printed copy of the treaty between 
dhina and the Allied Powers, also in re- 

'erence to the opening of Japan ; from 
dev. I. G. Bliss, Constantinople, in regard 
o tjje work in that region; from Rev. Win. 
iValker, Gaboon Mission, West Africa, with 
•equest to print portions of the Scriptures 
n the Mpongwe language; from Rev. Dr. 
Fan Dyck, Beirut, Syria, sending speci- 
nens of the Arabic Testament now in course 
)f publication. 
Grants of books were made of Portu- 

guese Bibles and Testaments and Spanish 
restaments for the Rio 'Grande ; Ojibwa 
restaments to the American Missionary 
Association; books in English, Portuguese, 
ind French, for distribution in Madeira; 
leveral grants of books in various languages 
;o captains of vessels for distribution in 

'oreign ports; English and German books 
;o the Toledo Bethel, Ohio; to the Seamen’s 
friend Society, French Testaments for dis- 
tribution at Havre; to the Missionary So- 
:iety of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
looks in Danish and Swedish for their Mis- 
iions among those people in the West and 
Northwest; various grants to poor auxilia- 
ies, and to Sunday schools where there are 
io auxiliaries; and twenty-three volumes in 
•aised letters for the Blind. 
The following sums were appropriated 

.o the several objects named, to be paid 
is they are wanted, out of the earliest 
unds that can be spared, 
fo the A. B. C. F. M., for publish- 
ing the Armeno-Ttirkish Bible, $4,000 

?or the Armenian 8vo. reference Bi- 
ble, 6,000 

ro the Presbyterian Board of Fo- 
reign Missions, 10,000 

ro the Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 7.000 

ro the French and Foreign B. S., 4,000 
ro the Missionary Society of Pro- 

testant E. Church. 1,500 

Total $32,500 
Besides these there are others, who have 

lot signified their wants, as the Methodist 

Episcopal Church South, and some others, 
vhose demands the Board hope to be pre- 
pared to meet as they may be learned. The 
ncreased openings for the spread of the 

Scriptures greatly augment the demands on 
<his Society, and present corresponding ap- 
peals to the benevolent. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

Help weeded for Colportage. 

Puplication Rooms, 821 Chestnut St., > 
Philadelphia, January, 1859. ) 

The Presbyterian Board of Publiaation 
has now a large number of colporteurs in 
the field, who are assiduously scattering the 
pure and complete truths of God’s word, by 
means of religious books and tracts, as well 
as by personal visits and conversation, in 
every part of the United States and Bri- 
tish Provinces. Never were colporteurs 
more useful or more acceptable among all 
sorts of people, than these have been dur- 
ing the past year. 

But funds are now greatly needed for 
their support. The Colportage Fund of the 
Board was, on the 1st inst., not only ex- 

hausted, but overdrawn more than $8,000. 
And urgent applications are coming weekly 
from various parts of the-ehurch, and of the 
land, for the appointment of additional col- 
porteurs. Well qualified men can be had, 
if the churches will only furnish the means 
to support them. 

In view of these facts, the undersigned, 
who have been appointed a special commit- 
tee for that purpose, do earnestly appeal to 
those pastors and churches which have not 

yet sent in any aid for the Colportage Fund 
this year, to do so at the earliest practica- 
ble day. 

The financial year of the Board will close 
with the last, day of February. All sums re- 
ceived on or before that day, and none re- 
ceived later, can be acknowledged in the 
next Annual Iiepo.it of the Board to the 
General Assembly. 

Treasurers of Presbyteries, or any other 
persons having money in their hands for the 
Golportage Fund, are requested to forward 
it, without delay, to James Dunlap, Esq., 
Treasurer. 

Henry A. Boardman, } 
George Sharsyvood, V Committee. 
Wm. E. Schenck, ) 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

A Dialogue on Baptism. 

Good morning Mr. A. I wish you had 
been out to hear our preacher yesterday, 
I think his sermon would have taken all the 

Pedobaptist notions out of you. I certainly 
cannot see how a man of your information 
and piety can rest without being baptised. 

Well Mr. B. I have heard many of your 
preachers, and read many 'of your books, 
but I have never had a doubt in my mind 
on that subject. 

Well, brother A. I would like to discuss 
these views with you in a friendly manner 
and I think I can convince you, and if it 
will suit VOll I will come over t,n vnnr 

house to-morrow night and we will talk all 
the matter over. 

Mr./?. It will afford me great pleasure to 
examine it with you in a kind Christiau 

spirit. One thing we must leave out of the 
discussion, and that is not to try to prove 
from the fathers that yours was the mode 
of baptism in the early days of the Chris- 
tian church as historians of modern stamp 
in their zeal have falsified early history, 
and for you to insist on that would lead to 
an unpleasant discussion. But if you will 
confine yourself to a common sense, Scrip- 
tural view of the subject it may be both 
pleasant and profitable. 

Mr. A. I am aware there has been a good 
deal of dispute arising from that source, and 
for myself the testimony of the ancient 
fathers have very little weight, compared 
with what you properly call a plain com- 
mon sense Scriptural view of the subject, 
and I am ready to join issue with you on 
that ground, and as I hold my mind open to 
conviction I will be over to morrow night. 

dialogue, 2nd. 

B. I have come to meet my engagement 
and hope you are ready—I am ready, but 
we will not commence till we pray over the 
matter, and ask God for wisdom to guide 
as in this discussion. You will please lead 
as in prayer Mr B., and I will follow. 
B. (Prayer over.) Let us now begin Mr. 

A., and as I want to go over the whole 

ground, let us begin with baby sprinkling 
irst, and I want a thus saith the Lord for 

jvery thing, will you prove the divine di- 
rection for that. 
A. When did God first establish his 

jhurch in the world. 
B. God had a church ever since Abel 

jffered acceptable sacrifice, but it never 

;ook a tangible shape till the time of Abra- 
aam. 

A. Well, Mr. B., will you tell me what 
were the seals of the church prior to the 
,ime of Abraham. 
B The Scriptures are silent on that 

natter, and I never thought of that before, 
but I don’t see what that has to do with our 

argument. 
A. Nothing more than this, that God 

saved righteous men like Abel, Enoch and 
Noah without any priestly rites. But when 
ae organized his church among the Jews 
;hen he introduced seals of membership. 
Ard as the seals looked forward to a bloody 
sacrifice to be made, they were bloody 
seals—Circumcision and the Paschal feast; 
snd children received the rite of circumcis- 
on at eight days old, and by that rite 
were taken into covenant with God. But 
since Christ has shed his blood, no more 
blood shedding is required, and the seals of 
she covenant were changed to baptism and 
she Lord’s Supper. The Jew dedicated his 
child to the Lord by circumcision and the 
Jhristian by baptism. 

B. Well, if baptised infants are made 
members of the church why do you with- 
hold from them the sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper. Did not the Jewish children eat 
she passover ? 
A. The Bible does not inform us of the 

?xact time that children began to eat the 

passover, but there is a remarkable simili- 
tude of expression between the Lamb for 
the household, and the household baptisms 
spoken of in the New Testament. 
The Passover was designed to commemo- 

rate a temporal deliverance and looked 
forward to a spiritual deliverance; the for- 
mer could be appreciated by a child, the 
latter could not; the seal of Baptism is ap- 
plied on the faith of the parent and the 
Lord’s Supper on the faith of the receiver. 

B. Your argument on that subject looks 
plausable but does not satisfy me, although 
I never was satisfied in my own mind about 

leaving children out of the church of Christ, 
and yet I cannot see any benefit in their 

baptism. * 
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j±. i ou iviiow, ivir. jb., tnat 11 a loreigner a 

comes to our country aod becomes natu- t 
ralized his children are entitled to all the li 

privileges of. native born children if he t 
does it while they are in their minority, but 1 

they can forfeit these privileges by breaking 
our laws; so the child that receives the rite t 
of baptism on the faith of the parent can a 

plead God’s covenant promise, or reject it. p 
But as our agreement was to make our i 

argument practical. How can you ac- t 
count for the fact that many of the most c 

eminent men of piety that ever lived were s 

baptised in infancy, will they not compare c 

favourably with your immersed men? 1 
B. That is the greatest difficulty we 1 

have to meet. I confess they are equally i 

pious and indeed some of the best people r 

I ever knew were of those baptised in in- 1 
fancy. { 

A. Well, Mr. B., if infant sprinkling 1 

is such a sin as Dr. ITowell makes it to be, s 

how can you reconcile this with their holy i 

lives and happy deaths? I heard you 1 
say your own mother was one of the best 1 
Christians you ever knew, and her death ; 

was triumphant, and that all your brothers I 
are truly men of God, and all baptised in I 

infancy. How can this be if they have all i 

neglected this important duty of baptism? i 
B. That argument I am not able to meet, ! 

and I intend to get our preacher to take i 

that up some day and see what he can make i 

of it. 
A. I will advance one step farther, are 

not Pedobaptists as a class of Christians 
more charitable in speaking, more benevo- 
lent in action than Baptists; when an agent 
for some benevolent, cause of a general 
character comes along do they not give two 
dollars to one; are they not less selfish in 
their charities ? 

B. I know our people don’t like to join 
with others in benevolent works, and wont 
give much unless it is to promote our own 

I objects, but that is owing to the fact that 

we are the only people that obey Christ’s 
command about baptism. 

A. You have admitted that you are no 

better Christians and what do you gain by 
your baptism ? Certainly if you are the 

only people that obey God you ought to be 
better in every respect than those who do 
not. 

B. Well, Mr. A., I cannot believe there 
is any baptism without immersion. 

A. The same rules apply to adult bap- 
tism that we have applied to infant baptism. 
God blesses the labors of Pedobaptist mi- 
nisters as much as he does those of the Bap- 
tist, and if your doctrine is true that for 
the first two or three centuries there was 
no infant baptisms or sprinkling of adults, 
how does it happen that eight-tenths of all 
the Christians in the world are Pedobap- 
tists ? God has certainly blessed them 
more than Baptists though they have lived 
in sin ! very marvelous indeed! I want to 
ask you one question. Did God require any 
rite to be performed that it is impossible to 
:omply withr 

B. I think not. 
A. Well, then in high Northern latitudes 

!or nine months in the year it is almost 

mpossible to get water to wash their hands 
n, and hundreds of miles square in Africa 
vater can scarcely be obtained to drink, 
md in the deserts of Arabia it is no better, 
lhousands of souls are to be found in all 
hose countries who did, or will repent, 
>ut how can they be baptised ? and many 
in a sick bed repent and cannot be im- 
nersed, even in warm water as was the case 
nth Prof. Minor and Gen. Cocke. How can 
ou reconcile that with your own answer? 
B. All that is new to me and as it is 

growing late we will close for to-night, but 
t our next meeting you must explain those 
assages about going down into the water: 
;ood night. 

For the Central Ppesbyterian. 

Is Religion a Name? 

What is religion, was once asked me by 
friend; is it a name or is it a reality ? 

'his is a startling question, and one, that 
ught seriously to be pondered by every 
rofessing Christian. At a time, like the 
resent, when churches are crowded and 
ich numbers surround the table of the 
iord; it behoves each one to ask himself, 
i religion a name with me? The religion 
f the Bible is not a name: it is a renova- 
ou of the whole man : it changes the aims 
f life, it softens the temper, it elevates the 
flections; and this, its power, must be 
liown, not only in the general tenor of the 
alk and conversation, but in the most 
ivial employments of every day and every 
our. It is indeed lamentable, that so 

lany who seem zealous for God, whose sin- 
erity we cannot doubt, exhibit in the close 
ontact of social and domestic life, so little 
f that spirit of charity which the Bible de- 
lares to belong to the true followers of 
brist. 
See the head of the family, who necessa- 

ly stamps his own character on his house- 
old ; how does he discharge his weighty 
uties? When the morning’s sun awakes 
im from slumber, and warns, that he too 
lust rise; does he follow its glorious exam- 
le and show forth the praises of his Maker? 
>oes he gather the members of his family 
round him, and in solemn and earnest 
ines tell them of their sins and point to 
le Saviour? Does he not too often repair 
rst to his cornfield or his counting-house, 
nd give his earliest and most anxious care 
J his worldly concerns? This done, it is 
fle—the clock tells that time is rapidly 
assing, and postponing entirely the ex- 

lanation of the Word of God, he hurries 
ipidly through a prayer,'in so cold a tone, 
nd in such elevated language, that it is 
lmost impossible either to feel or under- 
hand. Think you, that God accepts such a 
icrifice as this; as grudgingly offered. a3 
the days of the week belonged exelusive- 

f to ourselves, and scarce a few moments 
ould be given to Him? 
See again, the. mother. How does she 

egin the day? Holding her little ones in 
er arms does she tell them how the Saviour 
>ved and blessed such as they? And in 
lose sweet moments, does her countenance 
radiated by divine love testify to her hav- 
ig already enjoyed intimate communion 
ith her God. Alas! that clouded brow, 
hose fretful tones, that over-carefulnes3 in 
er family concerns, attest too plainly that 
he feds it more important that her house- 
old should be in order, than that her heart 
hould be in tune. Would she have been 
Inis cumbered with the care3 of this life, 
ad she first, on bended knee contemplated 
ae meekness, patience, long-suffering of 
er Lord ? 
unnsuau menus are ruese iauus too 

rivial for serious animadversion? They 
re not: they hide our light, disturb our 

eaee, and cause the world to rail at our 

^consistency. Is there not a mercy seat 
o which we can at all times resort, and 
btain any and every grace? Why then 
hould we not strive to be perfect even as 
ur Father which is in heaven is perfect? 
’he highest charity would find it hard to 

ielieve that those to whom religion seems 
, task, whose tempers are irritable, can 
eally enjoy communion with God or read 
lis Word with the understanding and heart: 
or, these employments soften and sanctify. 
Vho ever came from his closet where the 
ense of God’s presence had been realized 
,nd a glimpse of heaven obtained, without 
eeling how small and insignificant are the 
laub'es which amuae and engross us here? 
low trifling seem, even the highest avoca- 
ions of time, except that in fulfilling them 
aithfully, we do God’s will; and that the 
nost menial work acquires a dignity, not 
ts own, when done at the bidding of such a 
Taster. Fellow Christians, if we prayed 
nore our liveB would show it ; did we fix 
>ur gaze steadily on the Saviour we would 
)e changed into his image; did we study 
.he Bible our standard would be far higher 
Fan that of .the world, and all would see 
.hat we had been with Jesu3. Let us who 

profess to follow Christ, strive to imprint 
jo plainly on our characters the marks of 
aur heavenly origin and destination, that 
none need ask, is religion a name? 

\ * -- 

Prayer, or the inspiration of the Spirit 
of life,—and praise, or the employment of 
life thus derived to the glory of its author, 
—constitute the essence of vital godliness. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

Evening Walks—No. 5. 

The scene of this evening’s walk, is to 
be laid among the mountains of a wild and 
romantic region of West Virginia. Purple 
clouds hung over their summits like the 

drapery of some mighty throne; these tended 
to elevate the soul to sublime conceptions 
of Him whose pavilion is clouds and dark- 
ness, whose judgments are unsearchable, 
and whose ways are past finding out. It 

begins at an humble log tenement built by 
It. B., Esq., one of the pioneers of Presby- 
terianism in this remote region. He emi- 
grated hither from Botetourt county, Va. 
Being energetic and zealous, he soon swayed 
a strong influence over the neighboring 
mountaineers, and through his instrumen- 
tality chiefly, most of the families near him 
iiuuiufu x resu^terian sentiments. 
At his solicitation Presbyterian ministers 

occasionally visited this little band, and in 
their absence, he was the leader of this se- 
cluded flock in public worship,^ 

But in the midst of his useful and hopeful 
life an early death cut him down. He was 
buried upon a grassy knoll overlooking the 
house where he died, and in hearing of the 
sweet murmurs of the beautiful Elk upon 
whose banks he had selected his home. 
The sun had gone down and twilight was 
darkening fast into night, as I sat near this 
grave, once bedewed with the tears of his 
lovely wife and of an only daughter who 
was almost too young to know her loss, but 
wept because others mourned. It was here 
a weeping band' of Presbyterian moun- 
taineers laid their elder, and went hence to 
wander, some of them to other folds having 
shepherds. The graves of those who have 
since died are scattered here and there, no 
sculptured or lettered slab to tell who they 
were, a large flat stone marks the head, a 
smaller one stands at the feet. Over Mr. 
B’s grave the greenbrier, the raspberry, 
the locust and the hickory, interweave their 
branches and tendrils, which together with 
a roughly constructed railing effectually 
present intrusion. Here he peacefully 
sleeps, and as I hear the murmurs of that 
pure and gently flowing mountain stream, 
and as I admire the green pasture around 
me, how readily the thoughts veer to those 
purer waters which spring up to everlasting 
life, and to those green pastures where the 
Heavenly shepherd now leads his ransomed 1 

ones. ; 

Here in this grave without an epitaph • 

deeps a witness for that truth, whose most 
ardent admirers and supporters lived and 
Buffered in the glen3 of rugged Scotland, 
and in the sequestered vales of Piedmont. 

' 

When night with its gathering shades ad- 
monished me to leave this interesting spot, 
it was with the fond hope that we may have 
a part in the first resurrection. Here re- 
tired from the world’s obtrusive gaze, how 
sweet would be a sleep in Jesus. 

“Asleep in Jesus, blessed sleep, 
From whi"h none ever wake to weep, 

A calm and undisturbed repose, 
Unbroken by the last of foes. 

Asleep in Jesus ! O for me, 
May such a blessful refuge be, 

Securely shall iny ashes lie, 
And wait the summons from on high.” 

__Gulielmus. 
For the Central Presbyterian. 

Religion and Business. 

Christians profess to consecrate them- 
' 

selves and their all to the service of God. , 

But such vows seem made to be broken. 
' 

For notwithstanding our professing to make 
;he service of God the great end of life, we 1 
lo generally give our worldly interest pre- 

1 

:edence over our religious duties. This is a 
1 

ipecies of idolatry commonly practised in 
1 

;he church; aud so low is our standard, that 
1 

men guilty of it are accounted of respecta- 
* 

ole piety. Indeed it is not expected that it 
1 

ihonld be otherwise than it is, even with 
( 

fiiose whose piety is of a high order. The ' 

mrmalist will serve God only so far as is ! 
insistent with his worldly interests. Iteli- • 

jion must be secondary to his business. He 
' 

will give up a sinful pursuit, though lucra- ] 
five, because it is sinful; but let the pur- 

1 

suit be right in itself, and then it becomes \ 
\ question whether he will neglect this busi- 
ness, or leave some religious duty unper- 1 

:ormed, and when does he decide in favor 1 

of the religious duty ? Ho will not pursue j 
lis worldly avocation on the Sabbath; for 
fiiis is clearly sinful. But let the world ' 

ind the service of God be on an equal 
1 

looting; let the conflict be between a lawful ^ 

Balling and a religious duty, and to which 
1 

.3 the preference given? In ninety-nine 
1 

oases out of a hundred we believe it to be * 

TlVPn tA WnrlHlv Knoinooa TKq KnoinnsDl 

man will leave his counter or his desk to 
attend a prayer meeting if it does not come 
in business hours, or in any way hinder his 
business, but not if he must sacrifice his 

pecuniary interests to the service of God. • 

fhere have been many noble exceptions to 
this remark in the late revival, when men 

1 

were willing to go to the prayer meeting in 
their business hours. But the remark is 
true of Christians generally. It is true of 
Christians among us who have not shared 
in the fruits of the revival. And the coun- 

try as well as the city affords us illustrations 
of the truth, that worldly interests have 
the precedence over spiritual. The farmer 
will go to church on a week day to engage 
in worship, provided his oVerseer can re- 

main at home, and his servants all be kept 
at work. But how often do we see Chris- 
tian masters stopping their work to take 
their whole families to the place of worship? 
AVhat'is true in the case of public worship 
and the social prayer meeting, is true in 
case of other religious duties. The Chris- 
tian does not think of leaving his business 
to speak with his neighbor about his soul, 
or to have pious intercourse with a Chris- 
tian brother for their mutual good. If he 
attends to these duties at all it must be 
when he will lose nothing by it. The Chris- 
tian parent gives religious instruction to his 
family only at such times as will not hinder 
him or them in their worldly matters. This 
is the case to a most lamentable extent with 
the slave portion of the family. The mak- 
ing of a large crop is so much more impor- 
tant in the eyes of the master, than the re- 

ligious training of his servants, that no 
time can be taken during the week for in- 
struction that can hardly be given on Sab- 
bath. This is but another illustration of 
the fact, that, where there is*a conflict, re- 

ligious duties must yield to worldly in- 
terests. ! 

Our Saviour requires us to take up the 
cross and follow after him, to suffer loss for 
his sake, even to lose this life that we may 
save the soul. What we have said above 
shows there is little such piety in the church. 
We serve God where the world does not de- 
mand our attention, or where we can do so 
without sintering loss. Such disciples, our 
Saviour says, are unworthy of him. 

There can be no justification of this 
worldly spirit found in the commands that 
relate to attention to business and duty to 
family. For Christ taught; “Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto 
you.” The “things” referred to are food 
and raiment, the necessaries of life. Not 
even these necessaries of life are to have 
precedence over religious duties. But we 
must 8eek^rs£ the kingdom of God and his j 
righteousness, language that will cover all 
religious duties. The course enjoined is in 
direct opposition to that which we have seen 
is generally pursued : it is for every one to 
seek first the highest spiritual good of him- 
self and his house, and to pursue his world- 
ly.business only as far as is consistent with 
this. 

Religion has a secondary place generally. 
Has it with you, reader? Let it not be so 
longer. Stay at your counter, or your of- 
fice, with all your employees during the 
hour of prayer, if you can thus best pro- 
mote your spiritual interests and theirs, 
but not etherwise. Stay in the field with 
all your laborers, while your pastor is 

preaching and your brethren worshipping, 
if you and they will in this way grow most 
in holiness, but upon no other consideration. 
Never say you have no timo to go to church 
or prayer meeting during the week, or to 
help in any good enterprise; for it means 

nothing more, than that you think your 
worldly business of more importance than 
die good of your soul, or the prosperity of 
jhe cause of Christ. Piedmont. 

The Missionary Without the Bible. 

It is well known that when Romanists 
send missionaries into heathen countries, 
<hey furnish them with beads, crucifixes, 
•elics, and other priestly tackle, but not 
with the Holy Scriptures. Hence the speedy 
lecay of many Romish missions once flour- 
shing. The missionaries failed to plant the 
ndestructible seed of the Word of God, 
ind hence the failure of the harvest. 
“The Jesuit missionary Hoc, in his book 

if Travels through China, tells us of the 
mmerous attempts made through a lono- 
succession of ages by the Church of >tome 
‘or the conversion of China, and of the va- 
rious means employed, and the result which 
'ollowed. As regards the means, he says, 
hat, among others, ‘the missionaries car- 

ried with them the ornaments of the church 
—altars and relics—to see if they would 
ittract the people to the faith of their 
rhurch.’ They send Jesuits, physicians, ma- 
/hematicians, artists, and men of science, 
my thing and every thing—but the Bible, 
rhis they never gave the Bible. No won- 
ler therefore that Hue has to complain, af- 
,er all their occasional triumphs, in the fol- 
owing language, of the comparative failure 
>f their efforts:—‘The soil has been pre- 
pared and turned in all directions with pa- 
tience and intelligence; it has been watered 
vith sweat and tears, and enriched with the 
ffood of martyrs; the evangelical seed has 
>een sown in it with profusion; the Christian 
vorld has poured forth prayers to send upon, 
t the blessing of heaven, and it is as ste- 
ile as ever. * * * The religious ideas do 
tot, it must be owned, strike very deep 
oots in this country, and the seeds' of the 
Christian faith, cast into it in the earlier 

tges, appear to have entirely perished. 
Vith the exception of the inscription of 

>i-ngan, no trace of the former missionaries 
tr of their preaching was then to be found, 
'lot even in the tradition of the country 
ras preserved the slightest trace of the re- 
igion of Jesus Christ. A melancholy trait 
n the character of this people that Chris- 
ian truth does but glido over its surface.’ 
iVhat a proof of the insufficiency of the 
•riest without the Bible! These missiona- 
ies kept back the Scriptures. They gave 
hem altars, relics, ceremonies half pagan 
lalf Christian, science, the arts, physicians, 
)ut they gave them not in their own tongue 
he Word of God. No wonder that Hue 
lad to complain of the continual unraveling 
if the work which the missionaries did; and 
hat all they did, had, from time to time, 
o be begun again.” 
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The Religious Paper 
NOT TO BE RETRENCHED. ] 

A correspondent of the N. Y. Examiner, \ 
vho lias had his mind exercised to adjust ; 
iis expenses to a scale for Hard Times, j 
lays:— 1 

“Now, as I conceive, a religious newspa- j 
ler, fairly installed in a family, is a sort of 
for-better, for worse’ institution, like some • 

ither domestic institution we all wot of, and j 
lot, therefore, to be ‘put asunder,’ except 
’or very weighty reasons. Parents, chil- 
dren, all read it, and its columns engage the ] 
aye and the heart with all the force of con- 
firmed habit. Its absence creates a vacan- ; 

sy—parents, children, all feel that some- 

thing has gone wrong, if even its visit is 
intermitted for a single week. I cannot 
disturb such habits, unless I am compelled 
to do so. Let, then, the papers come, with 
accounts of revivals, with news of the king 
dom, from all quarters, and with discussions 
of grave questions concerning the churches. 

Christian Observer. 

If such as-would not lay down their life 
for Christ cannot be accepted, what will 
become of those in Christian lands w ho will 
not lay down their substance, nor risk their 
reputation, nor lift a finger to advance his 
cause ?—Dr. Beecher. 

How many professed Christians are liv- 

ing in that supineness and sloth which would 
lead one to suppose that their highest ex 
pectatioiis were—to become sufficiently holy 
to escape perdition!—Lindsey. 

Contentment is a pearl of great price, 
and whoever procures it at the expense of 
ten thousand desires makes a wise and hap- 
py purchase.—Dr. Balguy. 

American Missionaries and Lord 
Stratford De Redcliile. 

An English corrrespondent writes us as 
follows:—The News of the Churches for this 
month published a very beautiful address 
of the American Missionaries, at Constan- 
tinople, t-o Lord Stratford de Redcliffe, 
presented to his lordship during his recent 
visit to that city, together with his reply. 
Both documents are very interesting; and 
we in England set the highest value upon 
such testimony as the address furnishes to 
the character and merits of the late ambas- 
sador. Several times has the current of 
opinion in this country set strongly against 
his lordship. At one time the 'Times seemed 
determined to write him down; and I think 
it likely that the support of the missionary 
communities, and especially that the testi- 
mony in his favor, volunteered again and 
again by American missionaries, operated 
more powerfully than most other causes in 
enabling him to rise abotfe the opposition' 
wnicn wag raised against him* in the ad- 
dress of the missionaries it is pleasing to 
Snd that the co-opera&n with them in their 
Christian enterprises of Lady Stratford and 
ler daughter, is specifically and gratefully 
acknowledged. Dr. Pomroy, I may here 
idd, took the opportunity afforded him by 
'he late meeting of the Evangelical Alliance, 
it Liverpool, to acknowledge publicly the 
nerits of the ambassador, as the steadfast 
'riend of Christian principles and enter- 
irises. ‘‘He in America,” he said, l,de- 
dared him a nobleman before you made 
lim a peer.” He also bore similar testimo- 
>y as to the bearing and behavior of Gene- 
al Sir Fenwick Williams, of Kars, where- 
ipon, let me here add by way of inte>jec- 
ion, Sir C. E. Eardly rose and related a 
leautiful story in illustration of what Dr, 
?omroy had said, of General (then Col.) 
-Vi Ilia ms having ridden more than fifty 
niles, with only his aide-de-camp for his 
:ompanion, to confront a Koordish chieftain 
n the midst of his tribe, in order to rescue 
wo Nestorian converts who had been car- 
ied away captive, and of his refusal to de- 
part till the captives were released and put 
inder his protection. I do not give the 
particulars, since probably the account has 
ang been familiar to American Christians; 
t was an American missionary that had 
aade his complaint.—Advocate fy Jjurnal. 

The papers which passed between the 
lissionaries and Lord Stratford de R-d- 
liffe, as above mentioned, are published in 
he Missionary Herald for January. Lord 
Itratford de Redcliffe says:— 
“The cordial expressions by which you 

ave identified my course of conduct with 
he progress of your.labors in a great and 
ood cause, may well awaken some feelings 
f satisfaction, and even of pride, in my 
eart. At the same time, I fervently join 
’ith yon in tracing our mutual endeavors to 
bat surer and higher source whence all wise 
ouncils and all corresponding results origi- 
ally proceed. But, while I accept with 
leasure your kind recognition of my ser- 
ices here, it is only just that I should bear 
itness to your constancy in seeking to 
fford to all classes of the population in this 
ast empire, means and opportunities of 

pproaching more nearly the pare fountains 
f our common faith. I have noted with 

eep interest the discretion which, almost 
ithout an exception, has invariably tend- 
ered your zeal, the happy consequences 
hich, in many important respects, have 
ttended your exertions; and the still hap- 
ier prospects which, though slowly, are 
evertheless perceptibly opening for your 
ncouragement in a difficult, and at times 
tost hazardous field of duty. I would not, 
n my side, conceal that, while acting as an 
istrument for good under the authority of 
truly religious Sovereign and the guid- 
nce of an ever merciful Providence, I have 
terged all partial considerations, suggested 
y difference of country or of church disci- 
line, in the paramount object of furthering 
le general progress of Protestantism, and 
romoting its ultimate success.” 

Vermont Chronicle. 
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No Aim in Life. 

s “I’ve no aim in life,” said a gay young 
idy;“I hear others around me speak of 
aving some high object before them, but 
3 for myself, I have nothing to do; I only 
at, sleep and breathe'^ and while away time 
s best I can, I have no aim to place be- 
>re myself,” 
What! no aim? Have you no friends to 

lake happy? no little deeds of kindness to 
erfcrm for your careworn father and moth- 

r, and no words of encouragement to speak 
o your brothers and sisters? No poor in 
our town to provide with the comforts of 
ife? Above all, have you no work to do 
n your own heart? Ah! think again, and 
on will find it filled with poisonous evils, 
ust as a garden sometimes becomes over- 
grown with rank and useless weeds: and 
ou will find your own feeble strength will 
>e exhausted long before these are all 
radicated. Pride is flourishing there, with 
ts roots firmly fixed in the soil, and its 
lowers blooming far aloft; and there is 

mvy close beside it, with its dark flowers 

rnrtly hid by its bright green leaves; and 
lot far away, trailing around the stems of 
>ther plants, is the deadly vine of jealousy, 
insinuating itself where other and better 

dues might thrive. This garden of the 
leart is almost destitute of the good and 
lseful, but still some roots of genuine worth 
nay be found, and here lyid there a few 
stinted stalks, and a great amount of labor 
will be needed before they will regain their 
original vigor. Does not this moral garden 
need cultivating? Have you not plenty of 
work to do, ere these beautiful flowers shall 
bloom as once they did? 

Then, again, there is work to be done in 
the home circle—the disheartened to cheer; 
the unlearned to instruct; talents to be im- 
proved and brightened; there are the sick 
to watch with; the sorrowing to comfort; 
f,he afflicted to console. There are many in 
that band whom you would wish to meet in 
the heavenly city, with a golden crown upon 
their heads and a harp of rejoicing in their 
hands; and it may be your pivilege to guide 
'them there,-'Say not you have nothing to 
|do, but rather seek strength to do what is 
required of you. This life of busy idleness 
is indeed tedious, but not one, whose every 
minute is filled'with some a;ct of'benevolenco 
and lore. When the bloom of yoifth shall 

t 

f 

1 
have faded from the cheek, and old age 
halve bleached the hair, dimmed the eye ai d 
furrowed the brow, their memory will be 

sweet—they will seem like bright oase3 on 
the rough journey of life? 

How to Put Off tiie Old Man. 

By nature the Deacon loved Mammon; 
by grace he loved God. Between them !i- 

thpre was continual war. Both fought— 
one like Michael, the other like the Devil. 
As there was long war between the house 

, 

of David and the house of Saul, as there 
was long war in the earthly house of the 
Deacon. 
As with Gad, so with the Deacon ; a 

troop overcame nun, but he overcame at ) 

last, as appears by the following circum- 
stance : 

'In the same church with Deacon M. was 
a poor brother. This poor man had the 

* 

misfortune to lose his cow. She died. To 
got him another, the good Deacon headed 
a subscription with five dollars, and paid it. ; 

This act disquieted Mammon. Mammon, 
with true Iscariot, zeal, began to rant and 
rave: “Why this waste? charity begins 
at home; the more you give the more you 
may, let people learn to take care of them- 
selves.” 

The Deacon was a Baptist; but he found 
that the baptismal water did neither drown, 
w ish away, or wash clean the •old man. 

1 he tempter backed Mammon, and pubring 
s glass to the Deacon’s eye, showed him; 
lot the kingdoms and glories of this world, ,t 
nit the poor-house, wretchedness, poverty, 
md rags, and said, “All these things will 
our master give you in your old age as a 
award of your charity.” 
To still these clamors. Deacon M. went 

o the destitute man, and told him he must 
jive back the five dollars. The poor man 
eturned it. The last act roused the new 
ian, and now nature and grace stood face 
o face. 

, 

T > givf, or not to give, that was the question. 
There stood the Deacon, poising and 

>alancing, and halting between two opin- 
ons. The Deacon spoke—“My brother, 
ome men are troubled with their old wo- 
nen ; I am troubled with my old man. I 
mist put off my old man, as the Jews put 
ff their new man—crucfq him, crucfj 
im." Then unstrapping his pocket-book, 
e took out a ten dollar hill and gave the 
oor man. “There,” said the Deacon, 
‘my old man; say another word, and I’ll 
;ive him twenty dollars.” 

Christian Secretary. 
Not to bs Taken In! 

An exchange paper has the following 
apital story about one of the best fellows 
i the world—who has no fellow: Mr. Fields, 
he Boston publisher, has a wonderful ine- 
lory, and his knowledge of English litera- 
ure is so available that when a friend 
ishes to know where any particular passage 
lay be found, he steers at once for the 
orner and consults the man who is very 
kely to give the desired Information. A 
ompous would-be wit, not long ago, think- : 

ig to puzzle him and make sport for a , 

ompany at dinner, informed them prior to 
Ir. Field’s arrival that he had himself that 

lorning written some poetry, and intended 
' 

j submit it to Mr. Field’s as Southey’s, 1 

nd inquire in which of his poems the lines v 

ccurred. At the proper moment, there- 
>re, after the guests were seated, he be- 
an: “Friend Fields, I have been a good 
eal exercised of late trying to find in / 
onthey’s poems his well known lines run- * 

mg thus—can you tell me when he wrote 
lem ?” “I do not remember to have met 
ith them before,” replied Fields; “and 
lere were only two periods in Southey’s life 
hen such lines could possibly have been 
ritten by him.” “When were those?” ;£ 

leefully asked the witty questioner. “Some- T: 

here,” said Fields, “about that early pe- 
' 

i. 
od of his existence when he was having 
le measles and cutting his first teeth ; or 

ear the close of his life, when his brain 
ad softened, and he had fallen into idiocy, 
he versification belongs to the measles 
eriod, but the expression clearly betrays 
ie idiotic one.” The funny questioner 
niled faintly, but the company roared. 

Results of the Sepov Rebellion.— 
'he Rev. Mr. Herron, to the Banner of the 

* 

Covenant, enumerates the following favora- 
le results: 
1. The East India Company has been 

ast down, which, professing to rule on the 
rineiple of non-interference with the reli- 
ion of the natives, ignored Christianity, 
nd encouraged idolatry and caste. 
2. Mohammedanism has been humbled, 

he bitterest enemy of Christ. 
3. The public mind has been turned in 

avor of missions. 
4. The sincerity of native Christians has 

>een severely but triumphantly proved. 
From these manifest results he infers 

‘that the things which have happened unto 
is have turned out to the furtherance of 

t 
he Gospel.” 

Not Bright En’oigh—The English 
Court Journal is responsible for this anec- 
lote:—*• It is a singular circumstance that 
wo of the most eminent of the lawyers of 
he present century. Lord St. Leonards and 
he late Chief-Justice Abbott, (Lord Ten- 

’ 

terden.) were the sons of operative bar- 
bers. We do not understand that the late _> 

Chief Justice ever practiced, in the shop at 
least; but certainly the ex-Lord Chancellor 
spent part of his boyhood in the paternal 
shaving-shop, in Duke street, St. James’. 

! 

We have heard, in our young days, one of % 
the first counsel at the bar mention that, on a 

one occasion, he had called at the shop of 
the elder Sugden, when, ,the latter, in the 
course of some familiar small-talk of which 
barbers are so fond, remarked,‘I’ve sent 
my son to be a lawyer, sir; I hope no'of- I 
fense, but l have tried'him at my own. pro-.;;, 
fession, and he hadn’ttthe genius for .it.’”,. 

He that has never grayed can never coh-'i 
ceive, and he who has prayed aright can.I 
never forget, how much is to be gained by 
prayer,—Dr. Young: , 

Blessed are they who see the day of glory,-1 
but more blessed aie they who C attribute;, 
to its approach Se-for. .., A j 
' Man iiatb oniy I'd himself a remedy for all* -- 

wants, saving only a want of grace,- "' ~4 



(JE.YMiL I’HEMlTEitElY 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, 

Satikday, Januaby 22, 1859. 

WHAT IS TO BE DONE? 

We fully sympathize with oar brothe 

“F,” (in our paper of the 8th inst.,) as t 

his feelings with reference to our wide an 

continuing religious destitutions. Itshoul 

be subject of continual sorrow and humiln- 
tion to Presbyterians, and of solemn sell 

examination to our pious young men, th» 

there are not laborers enough to carry th 

Gospel to the fifty counties in our State i 

which there is no Presbyterian miniate- 

a d to the dark corners of other counties 

We also concur fully in the belief, that w 

are not likely, humanly speaking, to get 
educated laborers as fast and as soon a 

these perishing thousands need them ; am 

that if we had them, all the most needy o 

these communities would at present refus 

to sustain them as pastors. “Wnat the. 

Bliall be done?” Our brother “F,” says: 

“Change our system.” But we would rathei 

say: Let us act out our system, and it iciti 

need no change. Indeed, Presbyterianisn 
has all the capabilities for efficiency, am 

all the flexibility in its adaptation to varie- 

circumstances, which can be found in th« 

good parts of all other systems, provide< 
ouly we carry it out fully: and this is be- 

cause it is the system of the wise Goo. 

Does Methodism sometimes outstrip us, be 

cause of its itinerants and presiding elder 

ships? Wt 11, our system provides forth, 
itinerant Evangelist, to fill just this gap 

but we have neglected it. Does the Bap 
tist church (as well a3 the Methodist) pos 
sess an advantage over us, in the chea] 
labors of its local preachers, who are un- 
learned though pious; and who can evan 

gelize the poor near them, because they an 

earning a living by secular industry ? Well, 
we should have just such a body, only bet 
ter. in our ruling eldership. Does an; 

brother say? “I like the Methodist plan oi 

licensing a young man to preach, and se»- 

ting him to his studies at tho same time, si 

that he may study and preach together.’ 
Well, our system admits this very thing, it 

we only have the Methodist zeal. What is 

to hinder any zealous ruling elder, from 

connecting with the present performance oi 
his proper duties, the study of the original 
scriptures and divinity, under the tuition of 
his own pastor, so as to be licensed to 

preach, and finally ordained to the ministry ? 
All this is exactly the carrying out of scrip 
tural Presbyterianism. We trust the time 

will come, when many of our sessions will 

contain elders who are also licensed preach- 
ers, and candidates for licensure. This is 

now the case in Scotland. 

Our correspondent proposes that the 

Presbyteries give a sort of license to suitable 
elders, to preach. We say to him: Elder.- 

are already (not licensed, indeed, but wha> 
is better) ordained to a work which will meet 
hi® n lalicoj If propcrlj carried out, bettei 

than preaching. The Apostle Paul says oi 
elders in general, and therefore including 
ruling elders, that they must be “apt V, 

teach," (1 Tim. iii: 2.) and “able by sound 
doctrine both to exhort and to convince gain- 
sayers"—(Titus i: 9.) It would therefore 

be more appropriate to distinguish presby- 
ters into -preaching ciders, and ruling elders, 
than into teaching, and ruling elders, foi 

the latter is also a teacher. It is strictly 
appropriate to a ruling elder’s office to aid 
in catechizing, to organize and teach Bibl* 
classes and Sabbath schools, to hold ano 

preside in social meetings; and in such 

meetings to read the scriptures, and the 

writings of approved divines, and to stir up 
his brethren by exhortation. The General 

Assembly of 1857, declared that the ruling 
elder was authorized also to expound the 

scriptures publicly and officially; but many 
think that this goes too far; by breaking 
down all distinction between the preaching 
and ruling elders. But all the rest is un- 

disputed. The Presbyteries of Orange and 
West Hanover have a standing rule, au- 

thorizing the church sessions to set apart 

any of the ruling elders who are gifted, to 
instruct the colored peoplo publicly; and 
there are such brethren, who, in those sec- 

tions, exercise their gift thus, with the ap- 
probation of all. Presbyterians in Rich- 

mond can easily recall such an elder, (whom 
we may name without impropriety because 
he is gone to glory.) John B. Martin, who 

so fulfilled those functions of an elder, as 
to make himself as useful as many ministers, 
while earning his daily bread. 

It may perhaps be objected, that still, 
this kind of instruction is not quite the 

thing; because the people of the destitute 

neighborhoods will not come out in such 

numbers, unless there is the name of a 

preacher and preaching. We reply, let our 
brother elders magnify their otlice, until 

the name of elder is as respectable as that 
of preacher. And for the rest, if they can- 
not get congregations so large, let them be 
content to persevere with the small ones, 

and do good in detail. They will, in fact, 
be doing more good, than by the more pre- 
tentious and ostentatious method of sermon- 

izing. Wo feel sure that, while both the 
sermon and the catechism are desirable for 

all, if these destitute regions must needs go 
without one or the other, they had far bet- 
ter go without the sermon. The are not 

prepared to profit by it. We would say to 

all zealous elders therefore; Go forward: 

you are not bound by the system of our 

church: “ye are straitened in your own 

bowels.” 

But when it is Baid that our grade of 
education for the ministry should be re- 

duced, that enough young men could not be 
educated by our church, if we had them, 
because it would exhaust all the funds of 

every charitable enterprise to do it; that 

many who hare heart and gift to preach can- 

not obtain this preparation: and that the 

result of the training is often to make the ! 

young minister inefficient by reason of fee- 
bleness of body, fastidiousness and lack of 1 

practical tnrn; we must dissent. If the 1 

ast objection were true, it would prove, not I 

hat our training is too thorough, but that i 

t is of the wrong kind: not that it should 
i 

ie curtailed, but that it should be revolu- i 

lionized. • We do protest against the idea» 

hat thorough mental cultivation uiaKea tne 

.iud unpractical, and disqualifies it for 

ealing successfully with the masses. Our 

oat thorough scholars, our Alexanders, 

ur Rices, our Baxters, were also our best 

reachers; yea best for the masses. And 

) our certain knowledge, there is no kind 

f preaching and of clerical manners, so 

iiisuited to the common people, by reason 
f ambition of style, pomposity, and bookish 

erbiage, as those of the uneducated young 
fillisters, who, we say thankfully are be- 

oming more and more rare. We believe 

hat our students of divinity are as able 

odied as most young men; but when any 

re sickly, it is usually more attributable 

o tobacco, late hours, and indolence, than 

!0 hard study of the sort their teachers 

would indicate. Again: The church has 

orbidden any young man to despair, who 
vishes to preach. She promises to help all 
he deserving, and ?he has never yet broken 
ler word. Multitudes of young men have 

worked their way into the Presbyterian 
ninistry, from the depths of poverty, and 

any others can do it, who will try. We do 

lot believe that there is, or will be, any 
lack of means to educate meritorious can- 

lidates, however numerous. There are this 

lay three scholarships lying idle in Union j 
seminary, which yield each $lo0 per an- 
ium: besides liberal gentlemen who stand 

iledged to aid all who need and deserve it. 
So: let pious young men come, thick and 
ast: we have faith enough in the Presbyte- 
•ian church to believe that she will only 
•ejoice the more to pour out her wealth for 
hem. 

The necessity of a thoroughly educated 

ninistry is one which we cannot, and we are 
mre, need not argue now. One remark we 

drop, that it may be very true some unedu- 
cated preachers do more good than some 
educated ones: but this docs not prove that 

the former should not have sought to in- 

crease their efficiency by a thorough train- 

ing. For their duty is, to serve God not 

just so well as some other less gifted man; 
but to serve Him with the highest efficiency 
it is possible for them to attain. The his- 

tory of the origin of Cumberland Presby- 
terianism should be a beacon of warning, at 
least, to all Old School Presbyterians, 
against lowering their requirements. Our 

brother “F” himself refers to the evils of 

spurious revivals. Now the immediate re- 

sult of the ordinations of uneducated men 

by the original Cumberland Presbytery, 
was Arminianism and spurious revivals. We 
cannot employ wiser language than that 
uttered by our General Assembly in con- 

demnation of this very proposal at that time. 
‘The conduct of the Presbytery of Cum- 

berland, iu licensing and ordaining a num- 
ber of persons not possessing the qualifica- 
tions required by our Book of Discipline, 
and without explicit adoption of the Con- 

fession of Faith, appears to have been the 

origin of the evils of which you now com- 

plain. Tho Assembly are constrained to 

express their decided disapprobation of this 
conduct, as being highly irregular and un- 
constitutional, leading to the most danger- 
ous consequences in introducing into our 
church as teachers, illiterate men, and men 
of any religious principles however errone- 
ous.” Baird’s Digest, p. 630. 

THE POWEROF PRAYER, 
_ 

• 

It is said that five thousand copies of this 
book of Dr. Prime’s were sold in five days. 
In tho many days which have since elapsed, 
its circulation has continued to widen—a 

re-publication of it having been made in 
England. 
The demand for such books as this may 

bo marked a3 cue of the beat symptoms of 
the times. The increased desire for sound 

Christian literature and for the ministry of 
the Word, will distinguish the year hereaf- 
ter as one of blessed memory. 

The city of New York has been greatly 
favored during the recent revival, and the 
Fulton Street prayer-meeting has attracted 
the attention of thousands in the United 

States and in Europe, who never had an op- 
portunity of mingling in its hallowed devo- 
tions. To many it has seemed a treasure- 

house of grace, opened there in the sove- 

reignty of God to teach men everywhere, 
llis faithfulness to llis covenant, and the 

largeness and freeness of llis mercy to lost 
sinners. 

It has been Dr. Prime’s rare privilege to 
enjoy a high post of observation, and re- 

cord some of the instructive, the marvel- 

lous, the heart-melting things, which, al- 
most daily, God has wrought there and else- 
where. Eew need to be told of the warmth 

and grace with which Dr. Prime is accus- 

tomed to write; and upon no theme would 

he write with greater effect than upon the 

noble one which is the subject of his recent 
work. The boc^c is further enriched with 

the thoughts of other writers; and Drs. 

Murray and Pluraer have contributed ad- 

mirable and characteristic chapters. 
ColportaoK.—We desire to call atten- 

| tion to the appeal of our Board of Publi- 
! cation in’another column for aid. The col 

portage work is one that ought to be and 
must be sustained, or we must fall in tht 

rear a3 a church. We hope that congrega- 
tions that have'not contributed this year t( 

the Board, (and it is to such that the appea’ 
is addressed,) will do so at once, that the 

Board may not end the year in debt. Let 

the vigor with which our Baptist brethrei 
are pushing the work of Colportage int< 
our very houses, stir us up to a generom 
emulation. Others will do the work, if wt 

neglect it, and will get the reward also. 

A NEW CiiUitCil HibiORY. 

We hail not 9een the last number of the 

sorth British Review when we suggested, 
ast week, our need of a new Church His- t 

ory. One of the papers of that able work 

s an article which gives some of the leading 
iharacteristics and defects of “German i 

:hurch histories,” touching briefly upon 

jieseler, Guerrike, Hase, Kurtz, Ritter, ' 

A essenberg and Bohringer. And it is tliei e 
mnfessed that “we have in English no work 
in Ecclesiastical History, to place on a level 
with the great works of Civil History, which 
the close of the last century and the present 
lias produced. Church History has yet to 
find its Hallam; has still to wait for its Ma- 

caulay.” And “while, from one cause or 

another, our country remains thus inferior, 
and even the great endowments of the Eng- 
lish Universities, are found unavailing to 

produce a class of men, who may compete 
with their Teutonic contemporaries, it is 

pleasing to contemplate the variety and the 
value of the contributions on the subject 
before us, especially since Mosheim’s time, 
Germany has afforded.” Again, “the first 
Church History, produced on British ground, 
so far as we know, was that of Patrick 

Sympson, one of our old Presbyterian wor- 
thies. Of him we read “he was well versed 

in reading the Fathers, both Greek and La- 
tin—a man well versed in the Father’s and 

Church History, yea, in all learning! Nearly 
two centuries and a half have passed away, 
since Sympson’s book was published, and 
little has Scotland kept the promise she 

then, amid all the throes and struggles of 
an imperfectly settled church government, 
gave ! Peace has long since come. But 

where are its fruits‘t In this depart- 
ment of learning few or none. One volume 
from Principal Campbell, another from Dr. 
Welsh! True, England lias little more to 

boast of than Scotland. Considering the 

ample leisure which her great academical 
foundations give, it is the more to her dis- 

credit that she has used them so little.” 

From these quotations it will be seen that 
out transatlantic brethren are awake to the 

deficiency which we have already brought to 
the notice of our readers. But as the his- 

tory of the church, from the beginning to 
the present time, on a large scale may be 
safely pronounced one of those giant un- 
dertakings which no one man can accom- 

plish, we restricted our suggestions to a de- 

partment which has perhaps least of all 

been considered by the historians of the 

church, and yet practically the most impor- 
tant—that department which tests both 

doctrine and polity by the rule of our Sa- 

viour, when he says, “By their fruits ye 
shall know them.” Tilia department, it is 
true, ha3 not been overlooked by some of 
the German historians referred to. The 

sixth volume of Gieseler, for instance, com- 

prises a History of Doctrine from the time 
of the Apostles to that of the Reformation. 
Here, in three periods, are traced carefully 
and distinctly the development of Christian 
doctrine on Apologetics, the Canon, the 

Trinity, the person and work of Christ, the 

application of redemption to man, and other 
important theological questions. But it 

should be remembered that it is written 

from a non-Calvinistic stand-point, and by 
one who could speak of the “inhumane stern- 
ness of Augustinianism.” Indeed we can 

hardly hope to gather from a German wri- 
ter a doctrinal history that shall be en- 

tirely exempt from those speculations and 
biases which are discernible in their most 

approved works—even in those which are 

most devout and which hold to evangelical 
truth with the firmest grasp. 

We have long regarded the department 
of Church History the most difficult to be 

properly filled of all the chairs in a Theo- 

logical Seminary. For the most that the 

ablest professor can hope to accomplish in 
a three years course, is to give the results 
of his investigations in afield that is almost 
illimitable. And to do this aright, his know- 
ledge should be varied, his mind discrimi- 
natmg. He should be tanuliai; with the spe- 
culative and philosophical opinions of the 
age of which he treats, and with the influ- 

ences from without, the laws, the govern- 
ment, the customs, and all else by which 
results are effected; and there should be a 

deep love of the subject, with the power of 
condensing in a brief space the fruits of 

his varied researches. But if not many are 

‘‘sufficient for these things,” some at least 
have made or can make such attainments,' 
is will fit them for the task suggested; and 
by so doing they may contribute not a little 
;o the enlightenment and edification of the 
jhurch. 

Church Extension.—The Church Ex- 
iension Committee of the General Assembly, 
jails attention, in another column, to a brief 
iircular showing what they accomplished 
ast year, and what remains to be done, 

rhe facts therein stated constitute the strong- 
est appeal that can be made in behalf of 

he noble work in which they are engaged. 

The Editors acknowledge the receipt of 
he following sums, viz: 
For Ladies’ Scholarship U. T. S., 

From Mrs. S. E. A. Blunt, Sussex, 25 00 
For U. T. Seminary, from do., 10 00 
For Domestic Missions, from do., 10 00 
For Foreign Missions, 

From Lexington Sabbath School for 
the education of Geo. Baxter 
at Corsico Mission, 25 00 

Eor Seaman’s Fund Society, 
From “Petersburg,” 2 50 
For Home and Foreign Itecord, 

iirom Wm. G. F’riend, Drake’s Branch, 50 

An Aged Convert.—The Nashville 
Slews states the venerable Bruse Bosley, 
ged 04, was lately received into the com- 
aunion of the First Presbyterian church of 
hat city on the profession of his faith. 

The pastoral relation between the Rev. 
Vllliam R. Bingham and the church of 
treat Valley, Pennsylvania, has been dis- 
olved in consequence of the failure of health 

of Mr. Bingham, . ,v_— 

RELIGIOUS VIEWS OF JOHN C. c 

CALHOUN. t 

To the following letter which originally 
ippeared in the Richmond Examiner of the 

ilth, a more than ordinary degree of im- 
rortance will be attached, both on account 

>f its subject which seldon fails to stimulate 
i prurient curiosity, and on account of the 
inte mortem, and post mortem relation of the 

I 
1 

i 

i 

1 

i 

writer to the eminent statesman whose “re- • 

igious views,” are therein professedly ex- • 

libited. We will now give the letter, re- 
serving for the sequal those comments upon 
it which we shall take occasion to submit. 

Charlotte C. II., Jan. 5th, 1859. 

Mr. Editor,—Through the kindness of a 
friend, to whom it was addressed, I am per- 
mitted to seud you the subjoined letter, for 
publication, in the columns of the Examiner. 
The subject of which it treats is, as the 
writer very correctly observes, one upon 
which the great South Carolinian has been 
frequently misrepresented, and the author 
having been on terms of the closest intima- 
cy with him for years previous to his death, 
and who. therefore, is presumed to speak 
“from the card” in what he says, we doubt 

not, that it will be read, with much interest, 
by your readers, many of whom are, doubt- 
less, ardent admirers of Mr. Calhoun. C. 

Meadcaygkove, Dec. 19, 1858. 

My Dear Sir,—I cheerfully reply to the 
inquiry contained in your favor of the 9th 

inst., received a day or two since,—not only 
in respect to you, but in justice to the me- 
mory of Mr. Calhoun, who, as on many other 

subjects, has been often and grossly misre- 
presented. He was never connected with, 
or, (to use the vulgar thraseology.) “be- 
longed” to any of the denominations of the 
so-called Christum Church. His under- 

standing was too exalted,—too clear and 

truthfully trained to yield a blind obedience 
to the miserable dogmas of the prevalent 
popular creeds. He looked to his Maker, 
and not to weak and, perhaps, wicked mew 
for his Faith: nor did he trust the mighty 
interests of the future to the preposterous, 
yet pleasant inventions of councils, conven- 
tions, and other religious caucuses. He 

thought for himself.,—determined for him- 
self,—acted for himself; and doubtless never 
dreamed,—in- life or in death.—of shunning 
responsibility, by seeking shelter behind 

any mental intercessor. He certainly never 
confided in the salvatory virtues of Priests’ 
prayers purchased at two cents apiece,—nor 
on the imputed righteousness of his Lord 
and Master,—in itself, infinite,—nor on ori- 
ginal election and predestination to heaven, 
nor on ''justification by faith only,"—the 
most awful delusion that ever took posses- 
sion of the human mind,—nor on ''irresisti- 
ble grace,” and the final perseverance of 
the Saints, viz.: ourselves,—that sweet, 
yet deadly, morsel in the mouth of sinners, 
nor yet in the moral invulnerability result- 
ing from being soused, heels over head, in 
a horse-pond., somewhat after the manner 

adopted by the mother of Paris, the pest of 
Troy. To all these inventions,—inventions 
that have sowed iniquity broadcast through- 
out the Christian orb, he bowed in silence; 
but his head and his heart were far from 
them. He looked to the commandments 
of his Creator, as prescribing the rule both 
of Faith and of fife; and never have I seen 
a man, who, in mortal infirmity, so seldom 
violated them. I might, indeed, well use 

the language employed by the biographer 
of Charles James Fox, (and there were 

many points of strong resemblance between 
these two distinguished men) in respect to 
this whole subject. "Though Mr. Fox was 
no formal religionist, yet. the essence of reli- 
gion, which centres in charity, was the pre- 
dominant sensation of his heart.. If religion 
consist in doing to others as we would that 

they should do unto vs; if it hare any connec- 
tion with a. holy endea vor to preserve peace on 
earth ami good will among men—(and what 
Christian will deny this'?)—then we will ren-\ 
ture to say that. Mr. Fox, who never made any 
shoiv of religion, was, in fact, one of the most 
religious men of the age." 

This language is eminently descriptive of 
the religious character of Mr. Calhoun. He 
made no outward show of conventional 

sanctity;—but regarded religion as an irre- 
sistible and essential property of the inner 
man, and not the- mere outward faculty of 
the face, knees, hands and tongue. But 

notwithstanding the identity of his views in 
this respect, you were misinformed when 
told that he was a “Swcdenborgian," a term 
of reproach very self-complaisantly applied 
by our Bishops and other clergy to designate 
the Lord’s New Church, of whoso peculiar 
tenets they are, confessedly, very profoundly 
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very profoundly informed. That Mr. Cal- 
houn over adopted these peculiar tenets is 
unknown to me. It is true that he was 

very fond of discussing- such subjects in his 
leisure hours; and often made ihe philosophi- 
cal and rhro/ogiat/ views of the church, the 
subjects of our evening- conversations. Yet 
I am by no means authorised to say that he 
ever seriously considered them as articles of 
religious faith. The truth is, his time was 
too much engrossed by the never-ceasing 
labors of his public life, to admit of this. 
I have, indeed, heard through one of his 

distinguished friends,—a member of Con- 
gress from South Carolina,—that, in his last 
illness, he expressed strong convictions of 
the truth of the Doctrines, but this may be 
rather an inference, than a fact. His last 
conversation with me, however, (which 1 
shall shortly publish, perhaps, in the Rich- 
mond Examiner,) would seem to lend some 
color to the impression. * * * * 

With kindliest feelings and respect, I am, 
your obedient servant, 

Richard K. Crallk. 

It will not bo denied that Col. Cralld had 

peculiar opportunities for learning the views 
of Mr. Calhoun on all subjects, msthetical, 
moral, political, and religious. But it must 

be borne in mind that he is himself under 

he dominion of a creed remarkable both 

;or the credulity and antipathies of its vota- 
ries; and it therefore may admit of a ques- 
tion whether he is qualified to delineate im- 

partially and with truthfulness the religious 
character and proclivities' even of his most 

intimate friend,—especially when, by his 1 

own confession, that friend, instead of openly 
avowing his religious creed, left it to be 

inferred from hearsay testimony, and to re- 1 

ceive the coloring which a Swedenborgian 
1 

may choose to give it. We shall say noth- , 

ing of the credulity which receives as true 
the Swedenborgian creed; but we may 

speak of its antipathies, because they are 
prominently exhibited in Col. Cralle’s letter. 
Judging then of the creed by its represen- 
tative, its unalloyed bitterness towards every ; 

branch of the church but his own, is abun-.i 

antly manifest.,—and to give the greater 
ffect to this bitterness lie grossly misre- 

iresents Mr. Calhoun. He misrepresents 
iis moral character when he compares him 

nth Fox. He misrepresents his character 
is a gentleman,—For Mr. Calhoun had too 

1 

ligh a sense of propriety ever to speak of 
m‘ordinance of the Christian church, as 
idministered by a large and respectable 
lenomination—whatever may have been his ( 

iewfa in respect to the mode—as “being j 

ouscd, heels over head, in a horse-pond.” 1 

And though Mr. Calhoun was not a profes- 1 

sor of religion, there is good reason to be- 
ieve that Col. Cralle has misrepresented his 

religious views. For it is very well known 

that he was of Scotch-Irish descent—that 
be received his early training in the bosom 
of the Presbyterian church, from whose 

standards children are taught those very 
loctrines which Col. Cralle so bitterly de- 
nounces—and that he received his collegiate 
education at Pale, under the presidency of 
Dr. Dwight, of whom he was always accus- 
tomed to speak with affection and rever- 

ence. Now if it were true that his religious 
views were such as Col. Cralle has imputed 
to him, there was a time in the history of 
South Carolina, Ids native State, when that 
fact could scarcely fail to have been known. 
For it will be remembered that Dr. Cooper, 
then President of South Carolina College, 
was no more friendly than Col. Cralle to 
the doctrines in question. And yet with 
more respect to the sentiments of the Chris- 
tian community than Col. C. has shown, he 

gave his infidel views to the public, when a 

controversy arose in which almost every 

prominent man in the State W'as involved. 

But Mr. Calhoun said nothing—wrote noth- 
ing, nor, so far as we know, did he ever in 

speech, in writing, or in behavior, give the 
slightest intimation of his hostility to the 

cieed of his fathers. Ma?ny living ministers 
of our own church can attest to the respect- 
ful attention which he gave to the preaching 
of the gospel, and to the kind treatment 

which they have received at his hands. 

For these reasons we discredit altogether 
the representation which Col. C. has given 
of Mr. Colhoun’s religious views. And more 
than this, Col. C. has furnished not a parti- 
cle of evidence—oral or written—incidental 

or direct—to substantiate his assertions. 

So far as he has spoken “by the card,” let 

it be noticed that the only card which is 
shown, is that which contains a transcript 
of his own creed—and not Mr. Calhoun’s— 

of his own bitter hostility to the common 
faith of the church—of his own violation in 

language of all the decent proprieties of 
life—and grossly misrepresenting therein 

that gentleness and those amenities, and 
that respect for the feelings and opinions of 
others for which Mr. Calhoun was distin- 

guished. 

THE BITES BIT. 

The London Morning Post informs us that 
the long pending difficulty between Thack- 
eray and Mr. Edmund Yates is about to be 

settled by one of the common law courts at 
Westminster. This is better than our Ame- 

rican “coffee and pistols” mode, but discre- 
ditable enough, without those accompani- 
ments. 

We remember a story of a celebrated 

London hangman, who was such an 

adept in his art, and so accustomed to the 

spectacle of men dangling in the air, that 

whenever persons showed more than ordi. 

nary trepidation, he was intensely disgust- 
ed; and regarding such exhibitions of fright 
not only as reflections on his talent for 

hanging, but as quite uncalled for by the 
event itself, he always exhorted them to be 
of good cheer and not to mind it. But in 

the course of events the merry hangman 
was himself sentenced to the gallon's, and 
when he stood under the noose which he 

had often so pleasantly adjusted around the 
necks of others, all of his facetiousness and. 

philosophy suddenly forsook him, and he 

surpassed all who ever came to the drop in 
manifestations of terror. 

Mr. Thackeray has illustrated the moral 
of the story, not with his pen, this time, but 

Physicians sometimes make wry faces 

when compelled to swallow their own medi- 
cines; and great satirists often wince when 

one of the nice little arrows they are so 
fond of feathering- for others, happens to 

pierce their own skin. It is proverbial that 
professed wits do not know- how to take a 

ioke, and now- the public is entertained by 
die spectacle which the great cynic is mak- 

ng of himself, in his writhings and contor- 
tions at a pasquinade, of which he was the 
subject. 
The origin of the difficulty was this: Mr. 

Hates who was a member of the same club, 1 

published a humorous, and somewhat de- : 

-isive sketch of Thackeray’s peculiarities, 
personal and mental, at which William 

Makepeace instead of taking it pleasantly, 
is became a professed humorist, became 
rreatly incensed, and succeeded in getting 
Mr. Yates expelled from the club. Mr. Yates 
las instituted an action against the commit- 
tee who acted officially in behalf of the ! 

dub, and the decision of the court will set- 1 

le the question as to the right of the body \ 
:o expel a member for such an offence. It is 

laid there will be a large array of legal ca- ( 

ent on both sides; the attorney general hav- i 

ng- been retained for the committee, and j 

Mr. Edmund James, Q. C., is to conduct the 1 

;ase for the plaintiff, Mr. Yates. 

The Presbytery of Hudson met at Bloom- i 

ngburgh, Sullivan county, New York, on < 

lie 2Sth of December. They received un- ] 
ler their care the Associate Reformed 5 
Church and congregation at that place. At j 
he same time Mr. A. R. Maconbry, a licen- j 
.late of the Associate Reformed Presbytery ( 

if Alleghany, presented his certificate, and < 

vas by them received. At the same time ] 
i call was put into his hands from the church 1 

it Bloomingburgh, which wa3 accepted. \ 

Subsequently he was ordained and installed ( 

is pastor of that church. 1 .-.NiJj - . 
~ j 

COMMUNICATIONS. 
For the Ci ntral Presutteriax. 

Union Theological Seminary. i 

\ hat it iias Done, and is Doing eor 
the Religious Literature of the 

State—Blind Bartimeus by Rev. Pro- 
fessor Hoge. 

Union Theological Seminary should oc- i 

;upy a large place in the heart of the church 
n Virginia and North Carolina—indeed of < 

he church every where. It is the child of i 

he Synods of the twin sisters. Virginia and ( 

Isorth Carolina. They both should be very i 

,ender and watchful of their offspring. They 
lave created it, but have invested only one i 

lart thereof with the capacity to stand alone, < 

viz : its brick and mortar—the other, can- 
not. That must have the strong arm, and | 

die prudent hand, and the watchful eye, i 

ind loving heart of its mothers, else it will ; 

itumble and fall', or be puny and dwarfed. < 

Every thing that concerns its w-elfare or i 

ts w'oe, every tiling that contributes to its j 

nanhood and its growth, every thing that , 

direatens evil or intimates neglect, all j 
should address themselves to the heart, not 
if the Synods alone as corporate bodies, 
out of each member of their communion, 
ndividually. Messrs. Editors, I have no 

jonnection directly or indirectly with the 

Seminary, except in so far as I am an hum- 
ble, unworthy member of the church of 

Dhrist. I pray for its peace and prosperity. 
But, I will say for it, because I love it, that 
the good providence of God has called to 

its manning, four able, pious, learned, whole- 
souled, right-hearted devoted men, who, 
in point of preparation, accomplishment, 
earnestness and aptness to teach, rank fa- 

forably, most favorably with men in any 

profession, school, or seminary. An aggre- 
gate variety of talents and learning are 
daily brought to the training of young men, 
which excites the admiration and wonder 

of men unacquainted with their gifts, and 
should attract to this Seminary numbers, 
who now wander off in search of those en- 

chantments which distance lends. 
Our professors have the strongest hold 

on the affections and admiration of the 

church, wherever they are individually 
known. But in the very nature of things, 
the opportunity for making their acquaint- 
ance, is limited. Our people often ex- 

press an earnest desire to see more of the 

professors of the Seminary. Their wishes 

cannot be gratified. These gentlemen have 
much more to do than itinerate among the 

churches. They were put into the Semi- 

nary for a great work—a work great enough 
to occupy fully their whole time. How then 

shall our people know them? They ought 
to know* them—how shall they ? Eirst, and 

chiefly, like good craftsmen, by the work 
they turn out—by the students. 

But there is another way in which they 
may come before our people, and coming 
before them, they may lodge with them, 
and stay a long time with them—and be 
seen, and communed with daily. I mean 

by the use of their pens, by making books. 
And something has already been done in 

this direction. Let us look at the past. 
Dr. John H. Rice, in his day, was a copious 

and most effective writer, and has laid the 
church in Virginia under lasting obliga- 
tions. Dr. Sampson, though early called 
away, left (for posthumous publication) one 
precious volume, his “Commentary on the 

Hebrews,” which Dr. Dabney so laboriously 
and judiciously edited. Oh1 had it pleased 
God to spare his precious life, what might 
not the church have hoped from his rare 

scholarship, his burning zeal, his indefati 

gable diligence ! Dr. Dabney’s pen has 

not been idle. His editorial labors just 
alluded to, and his brief but eloquent “Me- 
moir of Dr. Sampson” have attested his dili- 

gence. His “Sermon before the Board of 

Foreign Missions” in New York last Spring, 
made a most profound impression there, 
where it was delivered, and on every one 
who has seen a printed copy. Not a few, 
wrell able to. judge, rank it among the mas- 
ter sermons in the language. 

It is rumored, that an English house 

about to issue a Commentary on the whole 
Bible, has secured the invaluable services 
of Dr. Smith, on the Psalms and Proverbs, 
for which his education in the German Uni- 

versities, and his high attainments in Ori- 

ental learning, so eminently fit him. When 
shall we see it ? 
And now we have the good little book, 

named at the head of this article, “Blind 
Bartimeus” from the pen of our Professor 

Hoge. Indeed it is rather in the character 
as preacher, than professor, that he comes 
before us. But here is an advantage of 
having professors who have all been active- 
ly 'engaged in the Pastoral work. We 
want practical works—devotional works, as 
well as those purely scientific and technical. 

“Blind Bartimeus or the Sightless Sin- 
ner” as its title runs, comes heralded by no 
flourish of trumpets, no note of preparation, 
but modestly and quietly commending itself 
Lo the hearts and heads of the nious and the 

wicked; I was going to say, alike. It is 

beautifully printed, and of an altogether 
pleasing appearance, evincing the wisdom of 
his selection of the publishers, Sheldon, 
Blakeman & Co. Its typography is faultless. 
The newspapers, religious, and secular, 

lave made most honorable mention of it, 
md as far as such notices and opinions 
should, they do fully endorse, and commend 
t. The encomium of the New York Ob- 

server, published in your paper a few ̂ eeks 

since, says no more than judicious men say 
uid think, but this book has higher and 
greater commendation than any that mere 
nan can utter. The sermons, which form 
he staple of the volume, have been preach- 

' 

id to congregations, and the Lord has al- 

•eady set his seal to their value, by honor- 
ng them as Ilia instrumentalities. The 
oook comes with the happiest possible com- 
neudations, the imprimatur of the most 

High—His approval and sanction. 
It has been the writer’s privilege to hear 

rom.the living preacher, some of these dis- 
burses, and he i3 well aware how poorly, t 

ihe dead type can do justice to the glow- ’ 

ng eloquence of the living orater. But in i 

lie book, the reader, can almost hear the i 

ype speak—almost hear the melodious in- 1 

onation of the speaker—almost see the ' 

graceful and earnest gesture—the wonderful 
ippropriateness of action, which is peculiar , 

o Mr. Hoge, and which is so eloquent, j 
sven when his voice is not heard. , 

A very intelligent friend at my elbow re- (- 
uarks that many of its passages are fully 
iqual in every respect to the most famous 
tassages of that manual, Hamilton’s “Royal 

* 

’readier.” This is no faint praise, but it is 
ust, and the remark is as judicious as it is * 

ust. Thus our people have an opportunity J 

if extending their acquaintance with another 
if the professors. He comes in a mode, 1 

ileasant, attractive, genial, in the form of ( 
his little volume. It is the book for the 1 

imes, in view of the wonderful awakening t 

if God’s people. It is food for the saint. It c 

s light and life to the blind sinner. Send j c 

5 to jour thoughtless son, or daughter, 
jet ministers, and elders, interest them- 
elves, order copies, and circulate the book, 
t will help pastors and people, and this 
irst fruit of our able, though youngest pro- 
essor, may be fruitful in blessing the 
hurch, and who knows? bringing some 
oung man into the church, who would come 
o sit at his feet, to learn how to tell the 

tory of redeeming love, to thousands of 
he race. 
The dedication of the book “to the glory 

if the Lord Jesus Christ” tells its own sto- 

y. It tells that the chief desire and prayer 
if the author’s heart is, that this “sightless 
inner” whose eyes the Master opened, may 
iy his teaching become the means of open- 
ng the eyes of the spiritually blind. I would 
:ovet the delicious gratification of the author 
vhen lie, whose whole heart is absorbed in 
he welfare of his beloved Seminary, shall 
neet some eardi late for the go?pel mini itry, 
ind be told that his book was first the means 
if inducing him to beg the great Physician 
o open his blind eyes, and then that in love 
or the author, he had come to learn his les- 
ons from him. Then, he would be receiv- 
ng the only reward he covets. Q. S. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

Board of Domestic Mission^ 
{ Mission- Rooms, 910 Arch St., > 

Philadelphia, Jan. 9, 1859. 3 

RECEIPTS $14,400 less! 
The receipts of the Board of Domestic 

Missions from March 1st, 1858, to January 
1st, 1859, were fourteen thousand four hun- 
ired dollars lees than during the correspond- 
ing period of last fiscal year! The state- 
ment of this fact should bo sufficient to con- 
vince all the patrons of the Board of the 

urgent necessity of largely augmented pe- 
enniary aid. Can any other appeal to the 
churches be necessary in addition to the 

simple statement of this enormous diminu- 
tion in the receipts of the Board? Must it 
not be obvious to every one, that it will be 

utterly impossible to carry on our domes- 
tic missionary operations without reducing 
either the number of our missionaries, or 
their salaries, unless the receipts of the- 
Board are speedily and largely augmented? 

Last year, when the treasury was entirely 
exhausted, the friends of th*e cause liberally 
responded to our appeals, and will they not 
do so now? We are aware that business 
has not generally revived, and that many 
have not yet recovered from the effects of 
the recent monetary revulsion, but are there 
not many others who have been more highly 
favored, and who can and ought, therefore, 
to give liberally of their abundance? Can- 
not all do something, even though in some 
cases it should require self-denial? We 

beg all our readers to reflect and pray, and 
then act as their enlightened consciences 

may dictate. Remember the Divine de- 

claration, “There is that scattereth and yet 
increaseth; and there is that wdthholdet'n 
more than is meet, and it tendeth to po- 
verty.” 
Our fiscal year will close on the first of 

March, those, therefore, who desire to have 
their contributions acknowledged in the An- 
nual Report of this year should send them 
before that time. G. W. Musgrave, 

Cor. Secretary. 

MINISTERIAL AND RELIGIOUS* 

Rev. J< A. Smylie has changed hts post 
office from Livonia, to Rosedale, La., and 
has taken charge of the Grosse Tete church. 
A generous lady offers to give $6,000 

towards a new building to be erected on 

the grounds of the Western Theological 
Seminary. 

Rev. Mr. Barton, of Northampton, Mass.', 
has accepted a call to the rectorship of the 
Episcopal church in Warrenton, Fauquier 
county, Va. 

Rev. Dr. Hendrick has been released, 
from the pastoral charge of the church of 

Clarksville, by the Presbytery of Nashville, 
with a view to his acceptance of the calL from 
the church at Paducah, Ky. 

Rev. Mr. Carothers, of Washington, re- 
ceived a new year’s gift of $500 from his 
congregation. 

Ministerial Call.—Rev. John E. Mas- 

sey, pastor of several Baptist churches in 
Albemarle county, Virginia, has received a 
call from the Baptist church in Lynchburg. 

Twelve of the parishioners of the Rev. 
Montgomery Schuyler, at St. Louis, pre- 
sented him with $2,000 on Christmas. 
The post office address of the Rev. A. D. 

Campbell is changed from Clark’s Mills, N. 
C., to Eufaula, Ala. 

VIRGINIA AND N. CAROLINA. 

Last year there were only two tobacco 
factories in Farmville, Va., this year there 
are six. 

A Service of Plate.—The service of' 

plate to be presented Roger A. Pryor, Esq.,, 
ate of Virginia, by bis friends, bears the 
following inscription: “A tribute to the- 
brilliant talents, eminent worth, and dis- 

tinguished services of Roger A. Pryor, 
’rom his Democratic friends of Virginia.' 
Norfolk, Jan. 17th, 1859.—A daring 

ittempt was made Saturday night to 

ire a framed building on Newton street, 
n the upper part of this city. This 
>ccurred about 10 o’clock. When the in- 

:endiary was discovered, he knocked the 
nan down who attempted to arrest him, 
md made his escape. Later in the night, 
>r about half past 12 o’clock Sunday mimi- 
ng, the Bute street Baptist Church (Afrr- 
;an) was discovered to be on fire. This 
vas a frame building, and in spite of the 
ictive exertions of the firemen, was destroy- 
’d in an hour. 

Removal of the Dead.—The bodies of 
he Philadelphians, physicians and nurses,. 

?bo, in 1855, fell victims to the yellow fever- 
n Norfolk and Portsmouth, Va., were dis- 
nterred on Tuesday, and on the following; 
iay placed on board a steamer to be con- 

eyed to Philadelphia, for final interment1.. 
In December, 231,325 bushels of oysters-; 

?ere taken and exported from Hampton; 
loads, Rappahannock river, and York 
iver. This is but a small portion,of the; 
rade. 

Thomas Moore died at his residence iis 
)'nio county, Va., about f >ur miles from 
Vest Alexander, on New Year’s day, at 

he advanced age of one hundred and four 
ears. 

The Oldest Man in Virginia.—Mr. 
’hilip Jesse, aged 120 years, died in New 
farden, Russell county, on 1st December. 
l short time before his death, he was able 
n attend to his own household affairs, and 
ne day while in his one hundredth year he 
ut and split one hundred rails. 
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What is to be Done? 

Messrs. Editors,—I havelseen unable to 
procure a copy of the Minutes of the Gene- 
ral Assembly for 1857, and your reference 
to it, being made in general terms, I am 
unable to decide to what extent they have 
gone, or, how far their decision, if carried 
out, might go, toward supplying our desti- 
tutions. Please publish an extract from 
them. 

In your reply to my communication of the 
8th January, you say of elders, that, “they 
are not licensed,” but, what is better, “or- 

dained,” to a work which, will meet my wishes 
better than- preaching; this cannot be,• 
preaching is God's ordained method fur the 

propagation of Christianity—and man can- 
not find a better. Meetings for reading, 
cateehising &c., did very well at one period 
in the history of Virginia, when a drinking 
card-playing and fox-hunting clergy were 
all the preachers they had, but will not an- 
swer now, men will not leave the preaching 
of an earnest warm-hearted, though illite- 
rate man, to attend a catechising, or meet- 
ing for reading—because preaching has an 
attraction about it which draws the people, 
while the other method of instruction will 

not. 

But, brethren, from your approval of the 
action of Orange and West Hanover, in re- 
ference to preaching to negroes, I presume 
that, you agree with me, that, the rights 
and duties of elders extend to other things; 
for it cannot be, that you think the Bible 
authorises one class of preachers for the 
white man, and another for the negroes. 
If then, it be right, for elders to preach to 
negroes, it is because the Bible authorises 
it, and if the Bible authorises them to 

preach to negroes, it authorises them to 

preach to all, for God is no respecter of 
persons. This, I think, is the teaching of 
Paul, in the passages quoted by yon from 
1. Tim. ard Titus. 

You call my suggestion, “that the Pres- 
byteries cause elders, and other members of 
the church to preach,” a “sort of license." 

They that were scattered abroad, upon 
the persecution that arise about Stephen, 
went, every where, preaching- the word; 
they were all scattered, except the Apostles, 
they preached—but yet it is clear, there 

1 

was something to be done that they could 
not do, and Barnabas was sent to supply 

' 

the deficiency. Did ijhey preach without , 

authority ? had they a sort of license, or an- 

ordination ? In other words, were they not 
just such preachers a3 I propose ? 

The church, a3 established by Christ, is a 
missionary body, its first great duty being, 
to spread Christianity; the command is, 

“go and preach." And how do we obey? 
By a system of settled [ astors, the best, in the 
world. But, is that the meaning of “Go ; 

and preach?” No. And, brethren, it is 
useless for us to shut our eyes to a truth , 

that the world sees, and is talking about— 
' 

that, we have no efficient system, for the 

propagation of Christianity, in destitute , 

portions of the land. God, at Babel, car- : 

ried out his purpose of spreading mankind 
all over the earth, against their wishes, by , 

the confusion of tongues; and compelled the 
church to perform the duty of spreading 
Christianity, by the persecution about Ste- 

phen. So we, unless we repent will be dri- 
ven, by some such means, to the perform- 
ance of this great duty, or else, to use the 
language of a writer in your paper of the 
22nd of January, “on the call to the minis- 
try”—our church, being found, “a stagnant 
pool, absorbing uselessly in its sands, the 
waters of life, that, flowing elsewhere, 
might carry fruitfulness and verdure—its 
Lord, will at last tire of the unproductive 
oil, and leave it to be trampled over, till 
its place can no more be found.” 
You refer me to the evangelist system of 

our book. One Form of Government c. 15, 
sec. 15 says, “As it may be sometimes de- 
sirable &c.” Is this a general system of 
Evangelism? Clearly not, but, merely an 
exception to our general rule, but, the Evan- 
gelist too, must in all respects, be as fully- 
trained and educated as the pastor. And 
how many such men will we get to go forth, 
relying upon the precarious support of an 
Evangelist, in the destitute portions of our 
country ? Let the past answer, through a 
church an hundred years old, with about 
one hundred acting ministers in Virginia. 
Fifty counties without a preacher! The an- 
swer is a sad one but true, and I speak, not 
my own opinion only, but the opinion of 
many others, when I say, our system is de- 
fective, and must be changed. 

I know, brethren, you will say, the fail- 
ure to get the men, shows want of faith. 
Faith is confidence in the promises of God, 
and the promises are, that, they that go 
forth, in obedience to the commands shall 
be sustained. But where is it taught, in 
the Bible, that no man shall preach, unless 
he understands Hebrew, Greek and Latin, 
and the arts and sciences? Where? write 
it down in your paper, and then I will agree 
with you, that it is want of faith, and not 

till then. 
All our writers and speakers, and you 

brethren, among the re3t, whenever our 

destitutions are referred to, admit them, 
and express themselves, I have no doubt 

sincerely, very sorry on account of them, 
but all unite in throwing the responsibility 
for them, on the young men of the church, 
yet the Bible, no where points out young 
men as the class, from which, exclusively, 
or even primarily preachers are to be ob- 
tained, but on the contrary, seems to inti- 
mate that, they are generally to be chosen I 
from among men of age and experience, 
heads of families &c. (1. Tim 3-1 7. Titus 
1-5, 8.) It is time brethren for us to look 

the matter fairly in the face, and see it a 

it is. We can’t shift the responsibility 
The ministers and elders—the ruling pow 
ers of the church, will have to answer t< 

God for our wide-spread destitutions; w< 

must send the gospel or give a better rea 
son for our failure, than want of educate! 
men. Would to God, I could bring ever 
minister and elder of the church to fee 
this, as they should; the work would the: 
be done. 

in spite ot your protest, my statemen 
that, our mode of training unfits men fo 

operating upon the massses, is nevcrtheles 
true. The preacher’s seclusion in earl; 
life, prevents his acquiring a knowledge o 
the words and feelings and modes of though 
of the home, the market and the way-side, am 
in his after life there is no such contact, ol 

conflict with the masses as with the othei 
learned professions—as forces him to acquiri 
the needed knowledge. On the other hand 
a principle of human nature, felt to some 
extent by all, but strongest with the masses 
rustic bashfulness, a feeling of reserve 

a shrinking back from those who by reasoi 
of their birth, wealth, education or station, 
occupying a position of imaginary superiori- 
ty—makes the separation wider, and the 
result is, they do move as a separate class. 
A man who, when a plain uneducated 

Methodist preacher is preaching, will get 
up with perfect unconcern, put on his hat 
and walk out, will when a learned Presby- 
terian preacher is preaching, sit perfectly 
still to the end of the sermon, whatever 

may be his inclinations. This I have often 
heard referred to as an evidence of the su- 

periority of an educated ministry, but it if 

not; a little more of the feeling that kept 
the man in his seat, when he did not want 
to sit still, would have kept him away from 
the church, and the possession of that little 
more, kept away scores that otherwise would 
have been there. This is human nature as 
it is, not as it should be, and with it as it is 
we have to deal. 

It is objected, that my plan of Evange- 
lism, will lower the standard of ministerial 
bducation; but, I confess, I cannot gee how 
Alia can be, with none but educated men 
is pastors, and the government of the 

jhurcli, as at present, in their hands, and 
ihat of the elders, I can see no danger of 
such a result, but, oij the contrary, it seems 
10 me, it will increase the number of edu- 
;ated ministers. At present, we have about 
is many pastors as we need, and when we 
rave other churches for them to supply, 
Tod will send them, and I do not think he 
will until then. 
Another objection is, that these men may 

rropogate error. Serious error, results not 
'orm the preaching of the unlearned, but 
’rom the speculations of the learned, and the 
rreat error of the Cumberland Presbyterians 
was not so much ordaining uneducated 
men, but ordaining men who did not adopt 
die Confession of Faith; this brought in Ar- 
ninanism, and its legitimate fruit, spurious 
revivals. 

It was the felt necessity of their situation, 
diat led the Cumberland Presbyterians into 
;rror, a necessity that existed in the church 
before, and still exists, it wag a fit necessity 
dien, and is felt now by hundreds of Pres- 
byterians. Had the course I suggested 
been taken then, it would have prevented 
bat rupture—if not taken now, we will be 
Iriven to the wall. F. 

Fou the Central Presbyterian. 

Evening Walks—3So. 11. 

On this evening three persons set out to 
iscend the Warm Spring mountain by a 
bath leading up its forest-covered side. One 
if the number a few weeks previous was so 
lelpless as to be carried up a flight of stairs, 
but now so much improved that he is suc- 

lessfully climbing the mountain. Having 
•cached the notch and drank freely of the 
bure spring water ever gushing there, his 
lompanions left him to rest, while they 
would visit the Rock, from which a most 
magnificent prospect is had of the mountains 
bf Virginia. From the extreme East to the 
Vest, the eye sweeps an expanse of nearly 
me-hundred and fifty miles, summit after 
summit appears, suggesting the conception 
10 one who has seen a storm at sea, of some 
fast ocean whose waves had been command- 
bd to stand still by the word of Omnipotence, 
rhis scene has been often portrayed by 
rrapliic pens, and many persons of refined 
ind elevated minds have been enraptured 
by its sublimity. To be here as the last 

golden tinges of the setting sun gild the 
mountain tops, when the mountains them- 
selves seem to stand like veiled worshippers 
in breathless adoration, the observer is 

impressively reminded of those beautiful 
words: 

‘•Thus, when life’s toilsome day is o’er. 
May its departing ray, 

lie calm as this impressive hour, 
4ud lead to endless day.” 

And to look around upon the various 

objects calculated to tlx the eye, there are 
none more pleasingly suggestive of thought 
than the peaks of Otter. Far away upon 
the very verge of the horizon they stand 

draped in deeper blue as if they were the 
favorites of the sky. 

Although it be evening, yet one most 
readily thinks of that morning when lian- 
dolph, whose requiem has since been wailed 
by the pines of Koanoke, communed witl: 
God, and from one of these, a witness stand 

becoming our beloved Virginia, he gave 
forth this testimony of his faith, by charg- 
ing his servant, “Never from that time te 

believe any one who told him there was n< 
God.” 
Then turning from these, one perceived f 

sweet blue flower growing near, so sinal 
that it seems a mere accident it should hav< 
been noticed at all. Why so much sweet 

ness and beauty lavished here, liable to b< 
unobseived by mortal eye and finally droo] 
and fade? Such a question should not b< 
asked: God has placed it here to be his wit 
ness. Had it not been seen by men, tin 

angels his messengers of mercy, may havi 
rested here, on poised wing to adore tin 
work of God. Be this as it may God i 

here, his presence is in these etherial soli 
tudes and with a complacency worthy of hi 
perfections he regards this little flower a 
his own mighty work. “God shall rejoic 
in his work.” 

Then, lastly, at the base of the opposit 
mountain the eye rests upon two neat an 

tasteful churches, where God has recorde 
his name. There they stand in the shadow 
of the evening, like two fair and loving sif 

i! ters, the or.e neat and chaste, emblem ot 
. sweet humility, the other pointing to that 

temple not made with hands, eternal and in 
> the Heavens. How pleasingly one is re- 

5 minded of the hymn of the mountain Chris- 
- tian by a scene like this. 
^ “For the strength of the hills we bless tb;e 
r Our God, our father’s God, 
| Thou hast made thy children might) 

By the touch of the mountain rod, 
' Thou hast fixed our ark of refuge, 

Where the spoiler’s foot nc’tr trod ; 
, For the strength of the hills we bless thee 
" Our God, our father’s God.” 

“We are watcher’s of a beacon, 
5 Whose lights must never die; 
, We are guardians of an altar, 
r. Mid,t the silence of the sky; 

The rocks yield founts of courage, 
.Struck forth as by thy rod; 

For the strength ot the hills we bless thee 
Our God, our father’s God.” 

Gulielmus. 

tor the Central Presbyterian. 

The Neglect of the Religious Training 
of the Negroes, 

THE GREAT SIN OR.THE SOUTHERN CHURCH. 

We have of late called the attention of 
the readers of this paper to several sins 

prevalent in the church. It is pot possible 
for ns to decide certainly on the compara- 
tive guilt of these sin3, and others with 
which we are chargeable, as they appear in 
the sight of God. But so far as we may 
judge, it appears that the sin, for which we 
of the South are most guilty, is the neglect 
of the religious training of the servants. 
If our conduct be examined in the light of 
God’s word, I do not think we will appear 
far wrong in calling this the great sin of the 
Southern church. 

Such a confession may be used against us 
by our opponents on the subject of slavery, 
who are ready to patch at every straw to 
keep themselves and their positions from 
being overwhelmed. But let me not be 
misunderstood. It is not slavery that is 
our sin. This is sufficiently countenanced 
by the Bible, for us to be easy on this score. 
It is not attending to the spiritual welfare 
of the slaves, that is our sin. 

That this sin may appear ip jts proper 
light—or perhaps it would be betterrto say 
in its true darkness—let us compare our 
conduct with the teaching of the word of 
God. And we must assume certain things 
as taught in the Bible without staying to 
prpye them, lest we be tedious. Any one 
familiar with scripture can readily establish 
them if called in question. 
The Bible teaches: 1. That servants are 

a part of the family; and this not only in a 
worldly and social aspect, but in a religions 
point pf ylew. They, along with the free 
parents and children constitute the religious 
household. %. That the master has the care 
of their souls entrusted to his hands. As 
the parent has the souls of his children on* 
trusted to him, to train for God; so has the 
owner the souls of his slaves. If the re- 

sponsibility is greater in the one case than 
in the other, it is only because he has power 
to exercise greater influence. In kind the 

responsibility is the same. 3. That the 
master should give religious instruction to 
his servants, This js a necessary conse- 

quence of the preceding position; for in no 
other way can he fully meet the responsi- 
bility that devolves upon him, to care for 
their souls salvation. 4. That he should 

provide for them the preaching of the gos- 
pel and other means of grace, and see to 
their attendance upon them. We need not | 

stay to cite chapter and verse to show that j 
these are Bible teachings on this subject, j 
But let us place in contrast our own prac- j 
tice. 

Hgw many families' regard the servants 
as a part of themselves in a religious as- 
pect? When food and raiment are provided 
for the family they are included. The 

family physician attends them in sickness. 
But when we view the family in its religions 
feature, how few are the instances in which 
the servants are included! They are not 
allowed their proper position as members 
of this little “church in the house.” Their 
infant children are not regarded as “the 
children of the church.” When the “house- 
hold” is baptised they are not included. 

They, in most instances, do not bow around 
the family altar. 
And it is to be feared that few masters 

feel the responsibility laid on them to labor 
and pray for their salvation. Christian 

parents feel to some extent their responsi- 
bility; and if faithful, endeavor to train 
their children for God. They guard care- 
fully their morals, and. exhibit tender anxi- 
ety for their salvation. But how many 
masters do we see taking the same course 
with their servants ? The soul of one part 
of their households are cared for; the souls 
of another part, equally precious in the 

sight of God, are in many instances uncared 
for. And this is not in the families of un- 
believers and the irreligious simply, but in 
Christian families. They do not feel under 
obligation, as Abraham did, to (‘command 
their children and their households after 

them,” that they may “keep the wuy of the 
Lord to do justice and judgement.” 

Again: the responsibility not being felt, 
there is but little of that religious instruc- 
tion necessary to lead them in “the way of 
the Lord.” We do not say there are no 
masters that instruct their servants; but 
there are few that teach any of their ser- 

vants systematically, and much fewer that 
teach all of them. The majority of Chris- 
tian masters do not give enough of religious 
instruction to their servants, in all their 

i lifetime, to give them an intelligent view of 
the plan of salvation. That many of them 

, have this knowledge is not owing to their 
masters’ faithfulness. If Christian parents 

s were to be as faithless to their trust, we 
• would be ready to charge them with raising 

their children as heathen; and the charge 
i would not be much too heavy. For that 
i they would not be as ignorant of religion as 
•'heathen, would not be owing to their pa- 
;1 rents’ efforts to enlighten them, but to other 
i means to which they had access, for acquir- 
“ ing religious knowledge. And so it is with 
} the majority of the servants, even of pious 
- families. They have gathered some little 
s religious knowledge here and there, but 
s they upon whom God has laid the duty of 
3 teaching them and preparing their souls foi 

his service, have proved recreant to theii 
? trust; they stand guilty before God. 
1 Nor are preaching and the other means 
i of grace sufficiently provided for the ser- 
s yants by their masters. It enters into th< 
- calculations of fev, that in making provi 

sions of the means of grace for their families, 
their servants are to be included. If they 
are in reach of preaching, all good and 
well; but if not, it is not a custom of mas- 
ters among us to bring it in reach of them. 
And when the means of grace are in reach 
of them, they do not exercise that paternal 
care which they ought, in seeing that they 
attend upon them. They may go, or they 
may not go to the house of God; but the 
master does not see to it. His conscience 
could not rest if he left his children such 
liberty, falsely so called. Why is the dif- 
ference made? 
To some this may seem a dark view of 

Christian faithfulness. But I can not think 
it overdrawn; indeed I believe it to be far 
short of the whole truth on this subject. 
Let the reader look into the state of things 
in his own neighborhood, if a slave owner, 
on his own plantation, and see if we have 
not fairly represented the faithlessness of 
masters in religiously training their ser- 

vants. There are honorable exceptions, it 
is. readily admitted; but we speak of the 
common practice of masters among us, in 

Virginia. How it may be in other States I 
am not prepared to say. But if the reader 
is acopiajnted with half-a-dozen families, 
containing any considerable number of 
slaves, ia any one county, conducted on 

Christian principles, as they have now been 
briefly set forth, he has been more fortu- 
nate than the writer in his acquaintance. 

Let all that is favorable be said that can 
be said. The religious condition of the 
slaves may be more favorable, as their so- 

cial condition is, than that of the free ne- 
groes in free States. It certainly is better 
than that of the free negroes in our slave 
States. Jjet it be admitted that jnany of 
them are truly pious; that many others 
know enough of truth to save them; that 
most of them are in reach of occasional 

preaching. Let it also be granted that 

many of the slaves have denominational 
preferences, different from those of their 
masters. And yet all of these admissions 
do not relieve the master, in the least de- 

gree, from the responsibility which God in 
his providence has laid upon him, ¥or do 
they diminish his guilt for neglecting a duty I 

made plain in the word of God. 
We use the Bible to meet the assaults of 

those who would overthrow our institutions. 
And we do well, for it is our best protec- 
tion. But when we take up the word of 
God, we handle a two-edged sword* ft 
cuts ]}oth ways. Whilst it overthrow? our 
opponents, it pierces our own hearts, and 
lays bare their sin. And in the light of 
this truth, are we not justified in calling tfle 
neglect of the religious training of the 
slaves, the great sin of the South? 

Let us in humility search our hearts, and 
try our ways, and turn unto the Lord. 

PlEpMONT- 
For thk Central Piiesrvterian. 

American Tract Society. 

The meeting of the Executive Committee 
of this Society' was held Monday, February 
21, Rev. Dr. De Witt in the chair, 
The Assistant Treasurer reported that 

the receipts from April 1, 1858, to Feb. 21, 
1859, for publications, were 8207,433 98, 
being $5,379 G1 more than in the corres- 
ponding months of the previous year. Re- 

ceipts in donations from April 1 to Feb. 21, 
$97,870 75. being $1,569 06 more than 
during the same mouths of the previous y# ar. 

Letters were read from France and from 
the missions in Turkey, Burmah, and China, 
and also from our principal Foreign Mission 
Boards, showing the wants of foreign §nd 
pagan lands; and appropriations were made 
for the Society’s current year for the several 
missions in China, amounting to $3,000; 
for Burmah, Siam, and Assam, $1,200, for 
Northern and Southern India, $1,800; for 
the Armenians, Armeno-Turkish, Turkish, 
Bulgarians, and others in Turkey and Syria. 
$4,500; for Italy, $500; Russia, $700, 
France, $700; and other appropriations; 
amounting in all to $15,000 the whole to 
be remitted before April 1, when the Soci- 

ety’s year ends, 
“The Shadows We Cast.” 

In this great world of sunshine and 

shadow, we are constantly casting shadows 
on those around us, and receiving shadows 
from them in return. There is no pathway 
in life, which is not sometimes in the shade, 
and there is no one who walks over these 

paths, it matters not which way they tend, 
who does not, now and then, cast his shadows 
with the rest. How often do we, by a mere 
thoughtless word or a careless act, cast a 

shadow on some heart which is longing for 
sunlight. How often does the husband 

by a cold greeting, cast a gloom over the 
happy, trusting face, of his young wife, 
who, it may be, has waited anxiously for 
the first sound of his foot-steps, to give him 
a joyous welcome to his home, How often 
has the parent, by a harsh reproof, chilled 
the ever flowing spring of confidence and 
love, which is bubbling up from the foun- 
tains of the heart of the innocent prattler 
at his knee. How often are the bright rays 
of hope torn from the clinging grasp of the 
souls of those worn out by poverty and by 
the never-ending conflict of life, by the sting- 
ing ridicule, or the sordid avarice of those 
whom the world honors—aye, loves to honor. 
How often does the child—even after it has 

grown to the full bloom of manhood, and is 
clad in the garments of strength and beau- 
ty—bring sorrow to the parent already 
tottering on the brink of eternity. Then 

beware, lest you cast a deeper shadow over 
those which are already darkening his hap- 
piness. The shadows we cast—the shadows 
we cast—can we escape them ? Can we not 
look back, as we walk on in life’s journey, 
and see no shadowy marks about our foot- 
prints? No—not so long as our humanity 
remains bound to us by chains we cannot 
break—not so long as that humanity is of 
“earth, earthy.” Then let ns be more 

guarded in our thoughts, in our words, in 
our actions. We must be men—we must 
be gentlemen—watchful always in them all. 
We cannot expect to cast no shadows. Let 
us then try to throw rays of genial sunshine 
over our way, to dissipate and brighten uj 
the shadows which are thrown around us 
Let our homes, our firesides, be cheerful by 
hope and joy, and love, that they may 
guide us on our way. Let us leave plea 
sant memories to those whom we leave be 

1 hind when we pass away from earth forever 

Hqmpden Sidney Magazine. 

Ihe Church in the Scriptures. 
\Y e publish the discussion of the first di- 

vision, and the conclusion of Dr. Boeock’s 
discourse, delivered in the Bridge Street 
Church, Georgetown, D. C., and recently 
published. 

“It has pleased God to set up a church 
upon the earth as “the pillar and ground of 
the truth.” The best definition of the 
church, appears to be : That it is a frame 
or system of worship, preaching, sacra- 

ments, and government, so put together as 
to be wisely adapted to keep up a sound 
gospel and a pure religion among men. 

1. Now, in the first place, let it be re- 

membered that the law-book, not only of 
preaching, of worship, and of sacraments, 
but of church-government also, is the Holy 
Scriptures. Whatever church-government 

I is taught in the Scriptures, ought to pre- 
j va'l now; all decrees of human councils, 
: all acts of Parliament, all judgments of hu- 
j man authorities, to the contrary notwith- 
standing. In all church proceedings of 
whatsoever character, there ought To be 
constant reference to the word of God, to 
see that every thing- which is done, be done 
on Scriptural principles. It will not do 
to say a thing is allowable in the Church 
which the Scriptures do not forbid. 
By that rule, any thing would be allowa- 

ble which the Sciiptures do not mention. 
The Scriptures must actually set the thing 
up in the Church, or else man has no right 
to set it up in the Church. This is the way 
to make God’s word our rule of faith and 
practice, and to place the faith of the Church, 
‘not in the wisdom of men but in the power 
of God.” Cor. ii. 5. 

Nothing, therefore, can be more clearly 
erroneous or dangerous in tendency, than 
an argument from what is called Apostoli- 
cal Succession. That argument is, that the 
Apostles of Christ established and handed 
down certain things in tile government and 
worship of the Church, which are not taught 
in the Scriptures, but rest only on tradition 
for their authority; and that the Apostles 
themselves possessed the right to interpret 
the inspired Scriptures to suit these tradi- 
tions, and left that right also to their suc- 
cessors. 

Nothing can be more erroneous or dan- 
gerous in tendency than this, because it 
sets up rumors and traditions of \yhpt the 
actions of tpep weye, above the inspired 
word of Qod. 

It may make the corruptest and darkest 
traditions, opr rule of religion, instead of 
the clear word of God. Jt makes our faith 
depend on the doings, doctrines, and opin- 
ions of human ages, whether they are the 
middle ages, or the early ages. It gives to 
a human corporation, improperly called the 
C{nirch, the power and the right to muzzle, 
to smother, and to keep down the word of 
God itself. It turns the Church into a hu- 
man thing of man's making, instead of a 
divine institution. It constitutes the Church 
the pillar and ground of map’s decrees, 
man’s devices, and man’s doctrines, instead 
of “the pillar apd ground of the truth.” 
With the fearful boldness of a transparent 
usurpation, it asserts for man, authority 
from the word of God, to change or to 
smother that word of God itself; it gives to 
the Church the power to reform and to 

change the word and will of God himself, 
instead of giving, as ought to be given to 
the word of God, the power and the right, 
to reform and to change the Church, when 
it has become corrupt. It renders Scriptu- 
ral reform impossible, ?.nd a recurrence to 

fundamental rights and truths impertinent, 
by making things right in consequence of 
their antiquity, though they may not be 
Scriptural. In short, this argument from 
Succession is the parent of that peculiar 
system which is forever glorifying antiquity 
instead of truth; which loses a pure gospel, 
and then gropes about in search of the 
Church; which investigates ecclesiastical 
traditions, more than the word of God, and 
decrees of earthly authorities, more than the 
inspired pages. 

In opposition to this dark and dangerous 
scheme, the Church of Christ stands only 
in, by, and through the Holy Scriptures. 
What church officers the Holy Scriptures 
set up, ought to be up now; and if they are 
not now in existence, they ought to be 
forthwith set up; and when they are set up, 
it does not injure their validity and their 

rightfnlness one particle, that they have not 
been up before, if they are now in accor- 

dance with the Scriptures. Thus, by the 

perpetual fresh touch of his living word, is 
Jesus Christ the King in 2ion in all ages. 

The followers of Lather and Calvin have 
sometimes beep asked by Romanists and 
Romanizers, Where were your churches be- 
fore the Reformation ? They have two suf- 
ficient answers to give. Qne is, aijiong th.c 
Waldensfs, where the only sopnd gospel 
was, there were p,ur churches. The other 
is, hi t};e Holy Bible, where the religion of 
succession and tradition is not now, never 

has been, and never can be. 

SUMMARY. 

1. Thus, as a frame fitly and strongly 
compacted together, the great co-equal 
order of preachers is placed around the 

precious gospel of Christ, as the guardians 
of its purity and integrity, the stewards of 
its mysteries, and the administrators of its 
sacraments. It does pot seem to he in- j 
tended thpt the pregchprs of the gospel shall 
he chords over God’s heritage,” or have 
any unequal pomp, or any human adorn- 
ment, or cause of pride, or boasting, in 
themselves; but that they shall be only 
the simple frame of the mirror of the gospel, 
that thence the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ may shine forth : and that the 

glory of the Church may consist, not in 

earthly pomp, or imposing ritual, but in 
the heavenly brightness of the pure truth, 
in the demonstration of the Spirit and of 

power, in the love of (4od shed abroad in 
the hearts of men, and in the songs and 

everlasting joy of the ransomed people. 
2. Then the government of the Church 

is to be, not in the hands of “Lords over the 

heritage,” coming roving over us from afarj 
but in the hands of its own pastors, together 
with Rulers chosen by the people, and 
chosen from among the people, to be asso- 
ciated with the pastors in the government 
of the church, with the word of God, as the 
great open charter-guide, and law-book for 
pastor, elders, and people alike. 

8. Then, in addition to the publishing ol 
. the gospel, and the guardianship of the 

truth, and in addition, also, to the guar- 

”~~iim- 

j dianship over the duties and the rights o; 
the flock,. which are committed to the pait- 
tor and elders;'we have also the office b; 
deacons charged with the honorable atfc 
responsible duties of taking care of tkt 
Church’s poor and widows; of being tht 
guardians of the Church’s orphans, and of 
managing the temporal concerns of the 
Church. 

That is, God has built his Church to 
guard and preserve, 1. the gospel and the 
truth; 2. order and government; 3. mercy 
to the poor. These things in all tiieir pre- 
cious meanings and applications, may our 
Z on ever strenuously guard and show forth 
to God and man.—Amen.” 

The Use and Abuse of Wealth. 
“And what is surplus wealth ? 
Simply a loan that God has made to man.*' 
The art of making- money engrosses the 

thoughts and absorbs the faculties of the 
great majority of human beings. This is at 
least the casein civilized life, and where re- 
finement and luxury have attained an ele- 
vated standard. A desire for wealth in- 
creases with our years and necessities. Those 
who occupy humble positions, and whose 
wants are few, are readily satisfied, and take 
little heed for to-morrow, hut, as we ascend 
in the scale of prosperity, the disposition to 
accumulate strengthens, and thus many of 
those who, at the beginning, were contented 
with a surplus of a few thousand dollars, 
hurry on, eager and impatient to have rich- 
es, determined, if possible, to swell their! 
gains, and surprised at the moderation and ; 
contentment by which they were formerly i 
characterized. The social rivalries of life 
have much to do with this condition of af- 
fairs. It is not that we cannot get alono-, or 
that we require more, but that some friend 
or neighbor has been signally successful, 
and we are thus urged or stimulated to 
tread in his footsteps. Fortunes in this 
country are relative or comparative; that i3 
to say, they are dependent on the modes of 
life, and the moderate or extravagant dispo- 
sition oi the parties. Some, with an income 
of five thousand a year, are constantly be- 
hindhand; while others, with one-fourth of 
that sum, have always enough and to spare. 
It is in this sense that the rich may be poor, 
and the poor relatively rich. The individual 
who, whatever his earnings, contrives to 
save even a trifle for a rainy day, or for the 
hour of adversity, ia not only prudent but 
wise—a philosopher as well as an economist. 
But how few understand the true use of rich- 
es, or, understanding, act out the doctrine. 
To many wealth is a curse; while to all it 
should be a blessing—a blessing not only 
to the possessor, but to each and every one 
within his influence, or among his household. 
We can conceive of nothing more melancholy 
than a millionaire, bent with years and worn 
with cares, and yet foiling o,n from day to 
day, ar.>;ioua, greedy, and grasping for 
more S If, too, he be cold or dead to the 
ordinary sympathies of human nature—if 
he turn a deaf ear to the appeals and suf- 
ferings of the poor—if he stint and deny 
bis family—if, in short, he prove false to 
his trust and his mission, the spectacle is 
melancholy indeed, liis ease and course 
constitute the abuse of wealth, and his con- 
duct is that of a faithless steward, one who 
forgets or disregards his duties and respon- 
sibilities. On the other hand, we can im» 
agine no nobler or higher exemplification of 
a godlikp than that of a successful 
merchant, manufacturer, tradesman or me- 
chanic, who, as he accumulates for himself; 
also distributes to others—— *'ho is at once 
generous and benevolent—who considers 
that he is but an instrument in the hands of 
Providence, and thinks and acts according- 
ly. He feels that this life jyj beat is but 
brief and fleeting—that the loftiest, as the 
lowliest, are liable to be called away in an 
hour—that none can take with them into the 
other world more than they brought when 
they were ushered into this—and that hence 
the idea of hoarding and accumulating, 
vrhen so many around are shivering and 
suffering, is at once cruel and mistaken. 
True, it is, that many determine to distri- 
bute by will and testament their surplus earn- 
ings— the distribution to take place after 
they have “shuffled off this mortal coil.” 
But why postpone to the hour of death a 
work that might be discharged with so much 
more satisfaction when in the enjoyment of 
health and the possession of all the intel- 
lectual faculties? ff we regard ourselves 
as the ministers and instruments of an all- 
wise providence, and if we have been ern.ft 
pently successful in our worldly affairs, how 
much better to discharge with our own 

hands the duties apd obligations which so 
tnany are disposed to confide to others! It 
is in this ability that the rich possess a great 
privilege—a privilege that they should not 
neglect or abuse, but appreciate and em- 
ploy wisely, kindly, generously, and hu- 

manely. The poor, doubtless, have their 

privations, their vicissitudes, and their tri- 
als. But better far indigence, with a good 
heart and a liberal sympathy for our fellow- ; 

creatures, than untold gold, accompanied by 
a narrow, miserly, selfish, and sordid spirit. 
And yet avarice is a passion that grows 
with the meat whereon it feeds. Only a 
few weeks since, we heard a rich man ad- 
mit that he was one of the most miserable 
of human beings. He was distrustful even 
of his best friend, apprehensive that some 
selfish motive might prompt his conduct, 
and the warmer his professions the more 
subtle and deceptive the motive. We ex- 

pressed surprise when he admitted the folly 
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struggled again and again to resist and 
overcome the infatuation, but in vain.” In 
brief, avarice has become the master passion 
of his existence, and although a ware of the 
fact, he cannot summon sufficient moral 

courage to subdue it. Alas for wealth un- 
der such circumstances! It hangs like a 

heavy cloud upon the mind and the scull 
it disturbs and agitates the present; it dark- 
ens and desolates the future. Far better, 
we repeat, to be contented and satisfied, 
however humble our abode nr scanty our 

| wardrobe. And so with almost every gift, 
faculty, or blessing that God has confided 
to us. Used wisely, rightly, generously, 
and justly, and the results are all that could 
be desired. But misused and abused, anc 
the consequences, in the great majority o: 
cases, are truly deplorable. The rich mat 
to be a good man, and faithfully to dischargs 
his mission, must be generous as well a: 

just—considerate as well as humane. H< 
must live, not for himself alone, but foi 
manWnd at large.—/njwirer. 

tresbyctry oi' ikoticia. 

The Presbytery of Florida have b, en 
mlding nn adjourned meeting here dming his week. Nine Ministers, with Hiding 
Riders from some of the Churches, have 
been in attendance. In addition to the 
usual variety of business, there have been 
two subjects of special interest before the 
Presbytery. The one, the reception of Rev. 
J. E. Dubose from the Presbytery ot Cne- 
rokee, in order to his formal acceptance of 
the call to the pastoral charge of the church 
in this city. i he installation services will 
take place on Sabbath morning (to-morrow.) 
at, the usual hour. Rev. W. K. Hamilton 
will preach the sermon, Rev. W 11. Crane 
will deliver the charge to the congregation, 

| 
Rev. D. McNeill Turner will preside, prn- 

! pound the constitutional questions, and de- 
liver the charge to the Pastor, 

j The other case of unusual impo (arte 
was that of Rev. Henry Ctierrv, late of 
Thomasville, now of Jackson, Michigan-, who had been charged with dishonesty, du- 
plicity and defamation of character. The 
trial was conducted according to the book 
ot Discipline. The accused having faih d 
to appear, and having made no provision 
for a defence against the charge which had 
been tabled against him, the receipt of w hit-is 
he had acknowledged, Rev. D. McNeill Tur- 
ner, of this city, volunteered to act as coun- 
sel for him. Such was the strength of the 
testimony that, although counsel taxed his 
ingenuity to the utmost to mitigate its ton e, 
Presbytery found the accused guilty on all the counts in the indictment, and according- 
ly sentenced him to deposition frum the 
Ministry of the Gospel. 

Mr. Cherry is the gentleman who, after 
having lived for several years on the bet e- 
factions of Southern Christians, and tlun 
having run away from his creditors, was re- 
presented by the Rochester Democrat i a 
the victim of persecution, driven from the 
South on account of his political opinions ! 
Mr. C. has, we are informed, been applied 
to that he would publish a refutation of this 
slander, but he has, to this time, refused to 
reply. The abolitionists are welcome to 
him. \\e want no such men among us. 

Tallahassee Floridian, February 19. 
Grandmother Lois. 

—— 
t» 

How little is revealed in the Scriptures 
concerning grandmothers! Much is related 
of mothers, whose names are familiar to 
every reader of the Bible. There was Eve, 
Sarah, Kebekah, Leah, 'Rachel, Naomi, 
Hannah, Abigail, Elizabeth, Mary, and 
many others, whose maternal influence we 
can trace through the faithful record that 
is given of their lives. But little is said of 
grandmothers as such. O ily one besides 
Lois is spoken of dt finitely as sustaining t Ins 
important relation. Probably it is not be- 
cause this class have no mission to peiforn ; 
nor because no endearing tie unites them 
to the family; for what more ehai tning por- 
trait than that of a wrinkled, boweu, cap- 
crowned old lady, whom the little folk d<- 
light to call “grandma’m,” etpecially if she 
be one of the pious women of Israel/ Tlieie 
is interest in all her movements; even her 
infirm, tottering step, so like that of a lit- 
tle child beginning to walk, makes an ap- 
peal to the heart. Her smile is a ray of the 
old familiar sun—her voice the nm io of an 
old, but pleasant instrument. When she 
speaks of her blessed Lord and her hope i f 
heaven, it is no modern wa\ ;and it remind* 
us of the patriarchs, and “‘-limes of old.” 
She is waiting for the Master’s s minions; 
hut she does wait like the pious on. s of later 
generations. If it were announced to her 
on some bright mornning, that the angels 
ot Christ were at the door waitit g, she 
would smile a beautiful farewell as she rode 
away to glory. 

But we intended to say a grandmother 
is an indispensable part of the household. 
1 he discipline of children is aided by her 
gental presence: for it is a happy culture for 
them to wait upon her feeble steps, to run 
to her aid when necessity demands, to bring 
her the needed chair, to pick up her cans 
or crutch, and to perform those other litile 
acts incidental to her happiness. Then, too, 
how felicitously her occasional moral coun- 
sels fall upon youthful ears! So to studied 
and simple, it really seems as if God spared 
her on purpose to talk to the grandchildren! 
Her example, also, falls as light upon their 
young hearts. They do not perceive that it 
is moulding their lives, and bringing forth 
rich fruit in noble, generous acts, that other- 
wise might not appear. But it is so. Many 
a sainted grandmother has perpetuated her 
influence to children’s children, so that she 
will be called blessed at the judgment. 
Paul reminded Timothy; of-fiis indebtedness 
to his grandmother Lois, and affirmed, that 
the “unfeigned faith”~that was in him dwelt 
long before in her. He, indeed, ascribes 
much to his excellent mother, Eunice, but 
implies that she received the pith of her pi- 
ous life, through grace, from her mother 
Lois. It would not be strange if the latter, 
mainly, saved young Timothy from the cor- 
ruptions of the heathen city in which they 
lived. It is certain that all the good le.-s ms 
which he received in youth were imparted 
by her and his devoted mother. We would 
add another to the beautitudea in the fi fill 

chapter of Matthew: namely, Blessed be 
frond nrunrl mothers.— /To. rrmetnllnm, livfl 

Guard against Vulgar Language — 
There is as much connection between Hie 

words and thoughts as there is between the 
thoughts avid the words; the latter are lint 

only the expression of the former, but they 
have a power to react upon the soul, ami 
leave the stain of their coriuption tlieie. A 
young man who allows bin self to use one 

vulgar and profane word, has not only shown 
that there is a foul spot upon his mind, but 

by the utterance of that word, he extends 
that spot and inflames it, till, by indulgence 

| it will pollute and ruin the whole s til. lie 
i careful of your words as well as your though t s. 
I Si' you can control the tongue that no im- 

| proper words are pronounced by it. you wi.l 
j soon be able, also, to control »he mind, and 

| save that from corruption. You extinguish 
the fire by smothering it, or by preventing 
bad thoughts bursting out in language. 

. Never utter a word any where which you 
would be ashamed to speak in the presence 
of the most refined female, or the most re- 

1 

ligious man. Try this practice alijtle while, 
and you will go 

*• t... 0f joupel*. 
It is easy to wish lor heaven, but difficult 

to get a heavenly mind.—Ms. 11. Mure. 
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