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An Exposition of 1 Corinthians
iii: 10-15,

NO. 1V.

“According to the grace of God which is given unto
me, as & wise master builder, I have laid the founda-
tion, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man
tuke heed how he buildeth thereupon—For other
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ. Now, if any man build upon this foun-
dation, gold, silver, precious stonesy wood, hay, stub-
ble; every man's work shall be made manifest; for the
day shall declareit, because it shall be revealed by fire;
and the fire shall fry every man’s work, of what sort
it is. Ifany man's work abide which he hath built
thereupon, he shall receive a reward. IF any man’s
work shall baburned, he shall suffar 103, but he him-
self shull be saved ; yet so as by fire.”

Time has exposed the hollowness of the
conversions under discussion so frequently,
that the persons yho persist in employing

the dangerous methods dare noi deny it.
- But their plea is, “that some are gennine
converts ; that one sonlis of priceless value,
and that if nine'out of every ten go back,
they are only where they were before ; while
the tenth is saved.” The apostle does not
speak thus. The wood, hay, and stubble,
when built into God's spiritual temple, is
not as well off as when left in the forest or
the field, = That building is destined to be
tried by fire; and in that day, woe unto the
perishable stuff which has been thrust into
it.  The plea just stated assumes two things
which are both untrue. One is, that the
majority, who prove to be spurious fruits of
these excitements, are no worse off than
before ; the other is, that the small minority
of genuine fruits would not have been
gathered in without these means, Of the
latter assumption I remark first; that it is
notoriously untrue. In almost every case,
where true grains of living wheat are found
among the masses of chaff raked together

er,
n acting

|
counterfeit convésion, continue there as
formal and dead professors, blinded by
habit, pride of comistency, and self-righte-
ousness to their ral condition? Their case
is, alas; worse if pssible than the former.
Humanly speakingievery thing concurs to
keep them insensibl\ to their true condition.
Their false hope, lik an adamantine shield,
turns aside every arbw of wholesome ad-
monition or awakenpg. Is Christ offered
in the gospel as a Saiour for lost sinners?
They consider themyelves as among the
found. Is the dange: of the unconverted
painted in the most ahrming colors? It is
nothing to them, for they consider them-
selves as among the converted. Arve the
privileges of believers held forth? They
appropriate them all, saying to themselves:
“Peace, peace, where| thete is no peace.”
The result is that their misiaken professions
convert all the gracious pramises, which are
the nutriment of the regeierate soul, into
deadly poisons to them; and eclese their
mouths against the receptior of a single one
of those bitter but wholesoue convictions,
which are the necessary medgines for their
dangerous case. Let miniers address
faithful and discriminating wamnings to pro-
fessed Christians, against self-leception, or
against inconsistency; and ym shail see
that all the truly humble, sound consistent
Christians in the audience, whoe piety no-
body doubts, will at once acceptthe admo-
nition with contrite thankfulnessland dili-
gently search their hearts therewith as with
a lighted candle.  But every dead professor
for whom they were especially mtended,
will be seen bnsily applying the sarnings
to his neighbors, and with a self-wtisfied
air perhaps admiring and complimenfing the
fidelity of his pastor! “Verily, thepubli-
cans and the harlots go into the kingcom of
heaven before” these—(Matt. xxi: 81.)
Let us appeal again to the testimony of ex-
perience. We know that the churches gon-
tain ‘multitudes of these dead believirs;
and yet, though they are usually church-
goers, and so, within the reach of the means
of grace, when revivals come, ‘it is the
rarest thing in the world, to hear any thing
of the conversion wf this class, = A few dof
those who have undergone a spurious con:
version and discovered their delusion; are!
now savingly renewed, along with numbers
of open, careless sinners; but how few of

dead?’ When Satan gets the *‘wood, hay,
and stubble quietly” built into God’s spiritu-
al temple, he is best pleased; for he knows
that they will probably remain their undis-
turbed till the day that trieth every man’s
work by fire; and then they will be inevita
bly consigned to everlasting burnings—
THEN “LET EVERY MAN TAKE HEED HOW
HE BUILDETH.”

It is not intended in these remarks, to
imply that delusive conversions,’ and un-
sanctified communicants are only found in
those congregations which employ the dan-
gerous expedients described above; butonly
that they may be reasonably expected to be |
more frequent among them. So strong is

by these efforts, there will be formed a pre-
paratory work in the heart, the result of
intelligent seriptural -teaching, and consis-
tent Christian example, watered for some
time by the Holy Spirit in the retirement |
of their homes. And the only result of the |
revival appliances as to them, has been to |
hurry them a little perhaps in their diselo-
sures of their new feelings, and at the same
time tomar and pollute the wholesome sound-
ness of their spiritual character. Had
seriptural means of grace been used with |
them, and no others, they would have come
into the church in due time, none the less
surely, and with .a piety more symmetrical
and profound

Nor is the other assumption true, that
the rest who are not savingly converted,
are no worse off than before. ~Is it nothing
that the power of divine grace and the
sanctity of a religious profession are dis-
honored before the world, till the very name
of revival becomes trivial? Is it nothing

that the misguided converts who apostatise, |

have the guilt of broken vows and profes-
sions, and perhaps of sacraments profaned,
added to all their previous lists? But this
is not all—The spiritual effects of one of
these delusive and abortive excitements are
blighting. At best, the sensibilities of the
subject are exhausted and worn out to no
purpose, until his heart becomes almost in-

is seared with a hotiron.” Those who have
passed through two or three of these fires,
are usually fonnd the most impious and
heaven-daring of profane swearers, revilers
and mockers, where they are not restrained
by principles of social decency and respecta-
bility. 1f they belong to the latter class,
they are usually found in a state of skepti-
cism or hostility as to the very truth of
Christianity. They feel that.a cruel trick
has been played upon their inexperience by
the ministers and friends of Christianity, in
thus thrusting them, in the hour of their
confusion, into a false position, whose duties
they do not, and cannot perform, and into
sacred professsions which they have been
compelled shamefully to repudiate. Their
seli-respect is therefore galled to the quick,
and pride is indignant at the humiliating
exposure. No wonder that they look on
religion and its advocates henceforward,
with suspicion and anger. . Often their feel-
ings do not stop here. They are conscious
that they were thoroughly in earnest in
their religions anxieties and resolves at the
time, and that they felt strange and pro-
found exercises. Yet, bitter and mortifying
experience has taught them that their new
birth and experimental religion at least,
was a delusion. How natural to conclude
that those of all others are delusions also?
They say; *the only difference between my-
self and these earnest Christians is, that they
have not yet detected the cheat, as I have.
They are now not a whit more convinced of
their sincerity and of the reality of. their
exercises, than I once was of mine. Yeb I
know there was no change in my soul: L de
not believe that there is, in theirs.”” . Such
is the fatal process of thought through which
thousands have passed ; until the country is
sprinkled all over with infidels, who have
been made such by their dvn experience of
spurious religions excitements. They may
keep their hostility to themselves in the
main ; because Christianity now ¢“walks in
her silver slippers;” but they are not the

less steeled against all saving impressions

of the truth. : sy (AREeYE | Sue
But what shall we say of that large num-

ber, who having entered the church with a

fing, and cautious management.

 perfection.

| ten under the pressure of other engagements
capable of impression, and his *‘¢onscience |

the tendency to self deception and formal-
ism, in man’s sinful soul, much of it will

{'exist, in spite of the most seriptural preach-

Doubtless
the purest chiurches have dead branches.
But does not this sad fact constitute a strong
reason for shanning all those expedients,
by which this danger of self-deception, so

prevalent at best, is manifestly increased in

a high degree?

The Mount Vernon Papers.

“The first of the “Mt. Vernon papers” by
the Hon. Edward Everett appears in the
New York Ledger for January 1st. ‘The
Baltimore Patriot has been furnished with
gome extracts from it, and in one of them
Mr. Everett thus speaks of his plan for the
series of articles which he has undertaken
to contribute.

“I have already stated in my letter of the
6th of November to the editor and proprie-
tor of the “Ledger,” that I have ventured
to call these articles the “Mount Vernon
Papers,” as appropriately indicating the
object for which they are prepared, and in
that way suggesting an excuse for their im-
As they will generally be writ-
and duties, the considerate reader will not |
expect to find in them that elaboraion and
finish whieh he has a right to demand in
compositions prepared at leisure, especially
when theyyield an ample personal remu-
neration to their authors. I can only en-
deavor to do the best in my power, under
the well known eircumstances of the case,
and candid persons will judge them accord-
ingly.

g“But thongh called the ‘Mount Vernon
Papers,’ it is not intended that these arti-
cles should be exclusively or even chiefly
taken np in discussing the subject of the
purchase of Mount Vernon, or the topics
connected or associated with it. ~They will,
indeed, furnish an appropriat® channel for
whatever information of an interesting cha-
racter I may be able offer the public on
that subject. = It was one of the chief in-
ducements for undertaking the preparation,
that they would afford me an opportunity
for the attempt to interest a very large cir-
cle of readers in an enterprise which I have
so much at heart. I shall accordingly sub-
mit to them; from time to time, an account
of the progress and prospects of the work,
as far as they fall under my observation.
Besides this, the country abounds with re-
collections and  traditions of Washington
connected with his ¢ivil and military career;
with localities rendered interesting by his
battles, his visits; or' his sojourn ; and with
individuoals still living who saw him, and of
whom a few were personally known to him.
There are many original portraits of him in
existence, of ‘which a few remain to be de-
seribed ; numerous autographic letters as
yet 'unpublished ; ‘and personal relics of
every description. Many of these traditions
and  objects of interest are constantly
brought to my motice, in visiting different
parts of the country for the purpose of re-
peating my address on the character of
Washington, and, if T 'do not mistake, will
furnish -interesting materials for a few of
these papers.

w41t ig/intended, however, that they shall,
upon.the whole, be of a ‘miscellatiéous cha-

| racteryand exhibit' ds- much variety in the

subjects treated as can be expected from

| the productions of ene pen,”
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Evening Walks--No. 2.

handiwork—charmingly varied.

happier climes beyond.

his own peculiar abode !

funeral of a slave.

the distance, moving slowly along the brow
of the hill that limited the Eastern prospect.
A slave who had died the previous Sabbath
morning, was to be buried; slowly and
solemunly the procession approached the
newly opened grave and formed a circle
around it, the body was placed near the
grave and allowed to remain there several
minutes, soon I heard the suppressed notes
of a mournful air, that seemed to blend with
the shadows of the evening. They were
singing a funeral hymn, and I leaned for-
ward in breathless silence to hear, so faintly
audible was it, and as I listened a wild

gathering shades chanting as it came:

*¥e living men eome view the ground
Where you must shortly lie.”

The singing ceased, and the body was
lowered to await the marning of life eternal.

its sable drapery over the buried one: I
was thus impressively led to feel how very

appropriate the evening is for fanerals.
The stillness that reigns around, prepares
the heart for deep, permanent impressions|
of the reality of death that one does not
feel, when returning from a funeral in the
morning.

An evening funeral melts the heart and

fits one for meditating with profit, upon the

those who ‘have a name to live and are|Dight that cometh, when no man can work,
also upon the rest prepared for the people
of God.

Years have passed away since I heard

that funeral hymn, sung over the remains
of the poor slave, but when evening comes
memory often recalls the scene.
seem to hear that strange voice, and it now
has more interest for me than then, for [

I still

am nearer the ground where I maust lie,

An evening walk among the mountain
scenery of West Virginia, is often peculiarly
pleasant. Here sunset scenes are very
imposing, and evening eloud scenery—God’s

By the beautiful display thus made in
the evening; one is led to feel that God our
Father has some pleasing fruth to impart
to us, his children, or He wishes to attract
us to his throne, to reveal glimpses of the

If these fleeting displays of his glory are
so resplendent, what must be the glory of

This evening’s walk conducts us to the
Upon one occasion
when the writer was alone absorbed in
solitary musing, his reveries were interrupt-
ed when a funeral procession appeared in

| who were called upon to subscribe it, and I
(was glad lately to find that T had brought

weirdlike voice seemed to deseend amid the |

ing, fambling and shuffling, grudging and
withholding, in the Redeemer’s cause. We
have been mercifully dealt with; let us

freely given to us, freely let us support it.
Old Humphirey.

Subseribing the Confession.

the session of the New College, Edinburgh,
April 1857, by the principal, the Rev. Dr,
Wm. Cunningham.

In this address he says:

“It is hopeless to expect that, in the
present day, creeds and confessions will

ligent respect or veneration. In order
to keep their place, they must be tho-
roughly known and thoroughly investi-
gated. We must not expect that in our
days ignorance will prove the mother of de-
votion. ' I have long had a deep conviction
thal our own Confession of Faith was not
sufficiently studied and-understood by those

out this view, and made it the ground of
some practical exhortations, in a lecture
which was written and publiely delivered
nine years ago, and which was again ad-
dressed, a few days ago, to the fourth year’s
students who'are now present. I expressed
abt that time the hope and expectation that

The mouners retired and night soon folded |

than I was on that evening.

I expect te hear it, long as I live, it will
doubtless ring upen memory's ear until the
symphonies of Heaven burst upon my re-

ome, a sinner saved by grace alone.
Should there be a grave for me, when my
body is borne to it, may it be lowered to

its lowly couch, as the sunbeams point up-

ward, whither angels lead ransomed spirits.
May some unseen listener be near enough
to. hear a song that will ever ring upon his
ear, like an echo from the spirit land allue-
ing him to brighter worlds and cansing his
thoughts to be sweetly familiar with death,
and as evening hours invite him to repose,
may he ever remember,

“There is a rest for those who weep,

A rest for weary pilgrims found ;

They softly lie, and sweetly sleep
Low in the ground.”

“The storm that wracks the winter sky
No more disturbs their deep repose,
Than summer evening’s latest sigh,

That shuts the rose.”
GULIELMUS.

Questions for Contributors to Charita~
ble Objects.

When do any of us in our pleasures, in
our journeys, in onr visits, in the receptions
of our friends, or in the purchase of any
article of dress, make the same hesitation
in the expenditure of a half-dollar or a shil-
ling as we do in the case of a collection ?
And is, after all, the ever blessed Gospe! of
truth, with all its consolations for time and
its blessed hopes for eternity a thing of so
little consequence with us as to be weighed
in the balance against a shilling ? Chris-
tians ! Christians! let us take the matter
more to heart, and not thus acknowledge to
ourselves, and proclaim to others, what a
trifling value we put upon the Gospel.

Did you never, when preparing to set out
for the House of God, in recollecting that a
charity sermon or a collection was appointed
for that day, suddenly feel an unusual de-
sire to be profited by the ministry of some
servant of the Most High whom you-had
never heard, and who had preached in a
place of worship that you had never before
entered.

Did you never actually, on such an occa-
sion, “go further and fare worse than you
would have done in the hearing your own
minister, returning home more than half-
dissatisfied with yourself in the course you
had taken ?

Did. you never, after putting yourself to
such inconvenience to avoid one collection,
stamble upon another, giving your money
gradgingly, and resolving never again to
be caught by a trap of your own baiting ?

" Did you never, after having made up your

mind to give a certain sum, settle down into
the prudential belief that half the amount
would be more consistent with your circum-
stances ?

Did you never, after having been wronght
up to unwonted liberality by the affection-
ate earnestness and pious fervor of n Chris-
tian minister, cool in your resolvings, ap-
proaching the plate shorn of your sirength
and giving merely as another man ?

before a collection, holding in your hand a
half-dollar and a shilling, or a shilling and

mine?

have given to God 2, o o

leased spirit, and angels gently lead me | Confession of Faith and the Standards of|

Did you never fumble in your pocket

a sixpence, prepared to give the largér or
the lesser coin as circumstances may deter-

_Did you never to secure the good opinion
of the collector give what you would ot
have given to the advocated cause? Inone
word, have you not, over and again, given
thab to.a human being whichgyou would not

1 am ashamed to propose such questions,
and perhaps some of you are equally asham-
ed honestly to answer them. Away, then

[ might yet be able to give more efficient
assistance to those studying here, in under-
standing the meaning of the Confession of
Faith, the first and most indispensable step
towards making their subscription to it an
intelligent and honest act. 1 must now say
that [ have been more impressed of late
with theirdications of prevailing ignorance
of the meaning of the Confession, and I
have in donsequence made up my mind, that
if I am dpared till next session, if the state
of my héalth seem to admit of it, and if I
can arrange to get two hours in the week
for it, I will make an attempt to go over the
Confession of Faith with the fourth year's
students in the hope of rendering them some
assistance in understanding the meaning of
its statements.”

Dr. ‘Gunningham in his address of 1848
to which reference is made in the preceding
paragraph says:

“I tum to a point of inferior importance
in itself, but still one imperatively demand-
ing some share of your time and attention
in the circumstances in which you are now

thankfully acknowledge that merey, remem-
bering that “the liberal sonl deviseth libe-
ral things and by liberal things shall we
stand.” God has been good to us ; letus at
least show that we set some value on his
gifts, and as the glorious Gospel has been

We are indebted to a friend for a copy of
the address delivered at the conclusion of

before 'you publicly profess to receive it as
the confession of yourfaith. I have always
endeavored, in this place, to aim at the

tion of the statements of the Confession

nishing assistance in this matter”

A Queer Case of Clerical Etiquette.

Convention.

the strangers, the Rev. J. J. Sledge being

{ be the objects: of a blind and unintel- assigned in the evening to the Presbyterian

church of which the Rev. Dr. Steadman is
pastor.

On ascending the pulpit, Mr. Sledge com-
menced some remarks, in the course of
which he stated that, with his ideas of com-
munion and fellowship, he could not recog-
nize Dr. Steadman as a member of the
household of faith, nor allow him to share
the pulpit. Upen this, Dr. Steadman left
the church, fullowed by a majority of the
audience. - Before the close of the evening’s
service, the gas was turned off, and the
congregation was left in darkness. But the
visiting brother was not to be daunted even
by this last exploit, and reminded that por-
tion of the congregation  which remained,
that the suppression of the gas afforded a
realization of the old biblical truth, that
there were “those who love darkness rather
than light.”

The ill-feeling to which Mr. Sledge’s con-
duct gave rise, demanded some notiee from
the Convention of which he was a member.
Instead, however, of taking cognizance offi-
cially, the Convention appointed a commit-
tee, before whom the offendiug brother dis-
avowed all intention of hurting the feelings
of Dr. Steadman or his congregation, and
explained his course as arising from a de-
sire to free them from any embarrassment
that might arise under the pecaliar circam-
stances of the case. On this Dr. Steadman
professed himself satisfied, and the commit-
tee acquitted Mr. Sledge of all intentional
blame, though they regarded his remarks
as indiscreet.

The Presbyterian Herald has the follow-
ing additional matter:

When we last week noticed the outrage
committed in the first Presbyterian church,
Memphis, by Rev. Mr. Sledge, of the Bap-
tist chureh, we had not received Dr. Stead-
man’s reply to the eard of the committee,

placed, when, in the third place, [ warn you
of the nicessity of carefully examining the |

the Chureh, in order that if you do subscribe |
them, ypu may  do it at once'intelligently |
and honestly, that is, distinetly understand- |
ing tha! meaning of the statements they
mntain,-rand conscientiously persuaded that
all theifstatements are in accordance with
the teaching of the word of God. All this
is manifstly necessary in order to render
subscriplion to symbolical books consistent
with inteprity. Subseription, exceptin these
circumstinces and with these accompani-
ments, ida sin.  The sinfulness of solemnly
professitr to receive, as the profession ‘of
your faith, a document containing doctrines
which yon do not believe, is too obvious to |
admit of dispute, and I do not mean to|
dwell up¢n it. I wish rather to direct your |
attentionto a previous step in the process,
viz: the necessity of your understanding the
meaning bf the statements contained in the
Confessiop. I am afraid that- this is too
little attepded to, and that the negleet of it
introduces an immoral and vitiating princi-
ple; in & more latent and insidions form than
the more palpable violations of integrity in
the matter of subscription. It is plain
enough that an honest subseription to the
Confession of Faith implies 1st, that you
have ascerfained the meaning of all the
statements it contains; 2d, that you have
compared them all with the teaching of the
word of God; and 3d, that you are satis-|
fied, as the result of this comparison, that
all its statements are in accordance with
Scripture. | The first of these points is just
as necessary as the other two, and yet I fear
it is often overlooked. It is evidently the |
foundation ef the whole process of prepar- |
ing for an intelligent and honest subscrip-
tion. Now, it is not so easy as many se>m
to suppose to understand fully the Confes-
sion of Faifh. It embodies a deliverance
upon all the most important and difficult sub-
jectsof theology, upon almost all the topics,
which, in the course of the Chureh’s history,
have furnished materials. for controversial

instances, expressed in language which
bears, and was intended to bear, a refer-
ence to these discussions, and to conyey a

and hence it is necessary, in order to un-
derstand its statements fully, that you should
possess some acquaintance with those con-
troversies on which they convey a delive-
rance. Without this you cannot have a
full and precise comprehension of the mean-
ing of its statements, though you hay have
a vague, and not positively incorrect, notion

of the general doetrines which they were |

intended to set forth. = Tt is of course im=
possible to lay down any definite idea or
standard of the amount of knowledge of
theological discussions which is necessary to

exact import and bearing of the statements
of the Confession, which is indispensable in
order to make snbseription to it consistent
with integrity. But it is right to say, that
I have astrong impression that it is no un-
common thing for men, and even for men
who have gone through a theological curri-
enlum, to snbseribe the Westminster Con-
fession without possessing, and without hav=

tance with the meaning of its statements,

that they haye done right in subseribing it.
The only application I would make of these
observations, is just to warn you of the ob-
ligation under which you lie to see that you
have an intelligent knowledge of the mean-
ing of the statements of the Confession, as

Lwith all parsimonious pinching and contriy-

discussion, and its statements are, in most |

deliverance upon the topies involved in thems; |

impart that measure of intelligence of ‘the |

ing, in the amount of their knowledge of
theological discussions, the- means of pos-
sessing, that measure of intelligent acquain-

which should- satisfy their own consciences

The Memphis papers of a later date contain
a lengthy reply from Dr. Steadman, from
which we make a few extracts, showing the
light in which the Dr. regards the matter.
After stating that the committee was a self
constituted one and that their object seemed
to be to turn aside the public odium which
had gathered around Mr. Sledge, and direct
it against Dr. Steadman and hisehurch. Dr.
S. says:

“We will not therefore accept of the card
as a satisfactory explanation; and we know
that it is not so accepted by the pastors and
members of the two Baptist churches in our
city.

fider 8., instead of indulging in a few
explanatory remarks, made his whole dis-
course to consist in a tirade of abuse of all
who differed from him in opinion, which
natarally excited the disgust of myself and
people, and led to the withdrawal of myself
and others from the sanctuary. As the
pulpit had been offered to him in true Chris-
tian courtesy, and he had grossly violated
all the rules of common-decency, not to say
Christian propriety, T thought it the easiest
and least exceptionable way of showing my
disapprobation by quietly withdrawing.
Such a thing I never did before in all my
life; and my church and this community
know me too well to believe for a moment
that I would so have done without a good
and sufficient reason.. And I am happy to
be assured that I am sustained in'my course,
not only by my chuarch, but by all others
with whom I have conversed, not excepting
the Baptist ministers of our city. I am not
responsible for what occurred after my with-
drawal from the sanctuary, but I must say
in all candor that, while I do not approve
of the act of turning off the gas, it is noth-
ing more nor less than might have been
expected under the circumstances, and for
that act directly no member of my church or
congregation is to be blamed.

The committee, in their card, represent
Elder Drane as having stated to me, that
Elder Sledge had disavowed designing to
injure the feelings of myself or people, and
that upon this disavowal I had expressed
myself ‘perfectly satisfled that a meeting
with Elder Sledge was unnecessary.

Now, so far as I recollect, mo such dis-
avowal was reported to me ; and had it been
done, it could not have satisfied me. For
I have but one opinion of Mr. Sledge’s con-
duet, and that is, that it was discourteous,
ungentlemanly ‘and unchristian, and mo
amount of explanation or apology would
ever convince me to the contrary. The
gincerity of a man’s motives is no excuse
for his repulsive and insolent conduct, es-
pecially if he professes to be a Christian
and a minister.

In apersonal interview with Elder Drane,
who called upen me to express his deep
mortification at what had oceurred, I stated
to him that I had been disposed to blame
him for sending such a man to supply my
pulpit, when he must have known his ante-
cedents and character. He replied that he
did not personally know Elder Sledge, but
that he had been represented to him as a
man of talents and a sirong man, and that
he thought he was sending to our church
one of their best men. I then stated,, that
Lwas perfectly satisfied -so far as he (Mr.
Drane) was concerned, and no blame was
to be attached to Aum in the mabter. oo

Elder Drane also stated that a:commit-

liberty to receive them or not, as was most
‘agreeable to myself. T replied that T did
‘not care to see the committee, that T had

wish to be any further troubled; that 1

well as a conviction of their scriptural truth,

[

object of bringing the history of theologi-
cal discussions to bear upon the explana-

But this has been done only incidentally
and occasionally, and therefore very imper-
fectly, and I cherish the hope that, if I am
spared, I may hereafter do something more
complete and systematic in the way of fur-

The Cincinnati (Ohio) Gazette of the Tth
ult. says:—The Memphis papers record a
singular instance of ministerial collision,
“which occurred in that city, on Sunday week,
during the session of the Southern Baptist
As is usual, the churches of
most of the denominations were supplied by

tee would call upon me, and_that I was at |3

important business to attend to, and did not.

did not believe any committee could throw
any more light on the subject than had
already been given, and that I, as an indivi-
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dual, was willing to let the subject pass—but
that I would not answer for my people, who,

here said.

understood,” &e.

intelligence and discernment.
sense enough, I hope, to know when a man
behaves like@ gentleman ani a Christian,
and when he does not; and when his lan-
guage is offensive and insulting, or other-
wise. We did not misunderstand Elder
Sledge. His aims and designs were too
apparent to be misunderstood by men of
even ordinary discernment and intelligence,
and we shall not yield our judgment and
conclusions to those of that self-constituted
committee, however sage and judicious they
may be.
evident from the fact that the convention
appointed a special committee to investigate
the subject, who having ascertained all the
facts in the case from the mouths of several
substantial witnesses, and Mr. Sledge him-
self having aceepted their statement as true,
reported a resolution that the conduct of
Elder Sledge was “injudicious, improper
and highly censurable.” But this resolu-

and the appointment of the special commit-
tee erased from the records of the conven-
tion.

And thus did the convention virtually
indorse the principles and conduct of Elder
Sledge, and let him go forth to the world
unwhipt of justice. ~And the card of Messrs.
Graves and others is only the echo, evi-
dently, of this decision.of the convention.

* L * * * * - * #*

It is proper to add, that the pastors and
members of the two Baptist churches in the
city have done all that could be expected
of honorable Christian gentlemen, in this
whole matter. Elder Drane has several
times called upon me, and so has Elder
Hendrickson, and Messrs, Austin and Dent
—all of whom have expressed their deepest
regrets at what has oceurred, and have dis-
avowed all sympathy with the conduct of
Elder Sledge and the action of the conven-
tion.”

The Difficulty of Living by Faith.

“The just shall live by faith.” This is

the way you will live, if you are to bring

glory to God.  ¢The just” will be quite shut
up by God to the life of faith. God will

not permit you to ““walk by sight,” but He

will so arrange matters that you will be

compelled to trustin Him, and walk by faith

alone. He may even leave you for a time

to Satan’s temptations, or let your own evil

heart break out upon you, or even permit

spiritual things to go into confusion, so that

you will not be able to see “sun nor stars,”

rather than allow you to injure your own

souls; or be deprived of deep Christian ex-

perience, by walking by sight; according to

your own heart’s ways. God’s way isin the

sea, and His path in the great waters.”

When wave after wave rolls over you; when

deep calleth unto deep; when your much.

tried heart is almost breaking under a

mighty load of sorrows—when you are

walking in darkness, and getting no light

upon the ways of Jehovah in His providence;

and when you pray for the Holy Spirit to |
descend, and there are no indications of His

outpouring—ah, it is not'easy then to live

by faith; but you will then feel that you must

“live by faith,”” or else you cannot live at

all. "“Lord save me, I perish,” was the ut-

terance of a real disciple, when he gazed

upon the heaving surges of a stormy sea;

and this will likely be yours also, if you are

brought into circumstances of extreme dan-

ger, difficnlty, and sorrow. We never know

the weakness of our faith until the day of
“fiery trial” comes, and then we feel that

we need earnestly to present the prayer,

“Lord, increase our faith.” How few there

are who can live by faith. The majority

of professors, the moment they are put upen
fiith as the only means of life, do not live,
but die. Ah, there are few who can say,
“I live by faith of the Son of God.” Many
could live delightfully by fuith, if they had
a little corner of sight as well ; but when
they are shut up to faith alone, they feel as
if all was over with them, and as if God had
forgotten them.

My dear friends, let me beseech you to
aim at being strong in faith, that you may
give glory to God. I know well that it is
natural for you to lean on various spiritual
props, and sometimes God permits these to
us, especially nuntil we have taken root and
grown for a season; but afterwards he
takes them away, lest the plants of grace
shounld cast out their tendrils over them, to
their hindrance in spiritnal growth, and
lest they should be prevented from sending
up all their shoots to elimb tha “Tree of
life.” #I had fainied, unless I had believed
to see the goodness of the Lord, in the land
of the living.” It is very dangerous, as
well as very sinful, to be unbelieving. Tt is
very dangereus to your own souls, to get
into a despairing, discouraged, and discon-
solate state of mind. One verse in Num.
xxi. tells ns that “the soul of the people
was much discouraged because of the way ;”
in the next we are told that *‘the people
spake against God, and against Moses;”
and in the next we read that ¢the Lordsent
fiery serpents among the people, and they
bit the people, and much people of Israel
died”  Much  discouragement ~ occasioned
muéh siw, and ended in much death.” O take
 gave lest this should. be the case with' you.
;?q,,n_,ot. discouraged, lest you languishy and

good courage, and He shall strengthen thine
| heart ; “wait, I 'say, on the Lord.” “The
salvation of ‘the righteous'is «of''the Tiord ;
. He is their strength it the time of trouble.”
“Trust yejin the Lord for ever, for in . ‘the
Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength.”

I will not speak much, lest I should spea
too much; and I will not speak at all, u
lI- can speak to purpose.—Bp. Beveridge.

,
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I knew, were yery indignant, and intensely
excited, and would probably be alienated
from the Baptist churches in the city, un-
.| less some suitable disavowal were made.
Now, this is the plain statement of the case,
and 1 am persuaded Mr. Drane, with whom
I have been upon terms of the warmest
Christian intercourse, will confirm all I have

This, therefore, does not look like being
perfectly satigfied, as the committee say, with
Elder Sledge's disavowal and apology; but |
puts a new phase upon the thing altogether. |

Again, the committee say that ‘they |
sincerely regret that Elder Sledge was mis- |
Now, there was no mis-
understanding in the case, not the least.
They will at least give us eredit for some
We have

And that I am not mistaken, is |

tion, after discussion, was laid on the table, |

fade, and die ! *“Wait on the Lord: beof

Silence_i—s Sonietinies a Virtue.

It is a virtue, when one has nothing to
say, to keep silence. Words without ideas
are dead bodies without souls. The neigh-
borhood of them is not good. When one
has nothing within impelling bim to speak,
he will, almost of necessity, open his mouth
inconsiderately. He will talk nonsense and
folly, both better unsaid. And, inasmuch
as fanlt-finding is one of the easiest possible
employments, and requires ‘the least possi-
|ble thought, he who speaks when he has

 really nothing which requires utterance—in
other words—who talks forthe sake of talk-
ing—will often commence the ungracious
and unprofitable business of discussing the
failings of his neighbors. Tt were better
| for himself, and quite as well for them, that
| he shounld keep silence and meditate upon
his own.
It is a virtue also to keep silemge when
" others have something better to say than-we
have. The conversation of the learned and
| discreet is one of the most valuable sources
| of improvement. But if we talk we cannot
| listen, And the listening of ordinary minds
| in the company of the wise, is as much bet-
| ter than talking, as wisdom is better than
folly. - Truly wise men are also apt to be
silent, and need to be urged into conversa-
tion or they will not partake in it. Youth—
as a general rnle—does well to keep silence
before age. It is one of the worst features
of our time, that the loquacity and hot-
headedness, and unsettled principle of youth
has so far usurped power, in our nation,
from the hands of those who alone have
really that knowledge and virtue without
which our counsels will be folly and our end
sudden and inglorious. 2
Again, it is wise to keep silence when it

is manifest that no possible good may come
of the speech. Itis sometimes “safe to be
silent.””  Silence is often the most effective
answer to the attack of an enemy. Plutarch
remarks that Euripides was wont to say—
“Silence is an answer to a wise man.”
“But,” continues Plutarch, “we haye greater
occasion for itin our dealings with fools and
unreasonable persons, for men of breeding
and sense will be satisfied with reason and
fair words.”
A dignified silence is often the most elo-
quent and irresistable of all eonceivable re-
plies to insult, of all judicious reproofs of
gin. It is related of an eminent American
clergyman, that he was once crossing a
country ferry with an equally eminent
American jurist, and that, by some accident
the boatian plashed the jurist rather un-
pleasantly with water, which ‘mishap called
forth a sudden and ungnarded oath from
the lips of the angry man. The clergy-
man fixed his large and speaking eye with
a look of blended surprise and sadness
upon the jurist, but uttered not a word.
The reproof, at nce so gevere and so deli-
cate, was felt and gratefully acknowledged,
as no words of expostulation could possibly
have been. '
Again, silence is often a virtue, because
it assists meditation. Self‘-examin?ion, that
indispensable preé-requisite of all spiritnal
life and growth, demands silence. The lips,
often the eyes, need to be closed, that the
soul may withdraw itself from the outward
world and inquire concerning its own affairs
and destinies. The natural language of a
heart that desires to commune with itself
and its Redeemer isg—
Again, silenge is usually a virtue when
we are angry, or in danger of becoming so.
“A soft answer turneth,” truly ‘“away
wrath ;" but the difficulty is to make any
verbal answer to an angry man without
using hard words.  Silence, itself, is usually
the softest and. safest reply to an excited
opponent. As fire kindles fire, so does wrath
kindle wrath—and human nature has such
an undercurrent of unconscious sympathy,
that it is a very difficult for one to be be-
rated and abused by an angry man, without
kindling  from the flash of his eye, and the
ring of his speech, and giving back bitter
words. Compress the lips firmly and wait
a while. Be simply silent, not sullen. Leb
him rave—no matter if he is wholly wrong,
and you wholly right,- Don’t say so now.
His wrath will burn out in a twinkling, if
ou do not exasperate him by word or
glance. And when he is silent, he will be
ashamed, and when he is ashamed he will
be more likely to give you your due than
ever. To an angry man it 1s indeed true,
that “though speech may be-silver, silence
is golden.” David says; “I will keep my
mouth with a bridle when the wicked is be-
fore me. I was dumb with silence, I held
my peace, even from good: and my sorrow
was stirred.” '
Finally, silence is often a virtue in afflic-
tion. *Silence,” says an old English Di-
vine,” is a thing of great decorum in a suf-
fering person, whose condition properly
calls him to sorrow; the most natural and
becoming dialect of which is te say nothing.
For even the common and received mea-
sures of human converse allow it only to the
prosperous, the gay and the rising persons
of the world, to talk high, and argune and
expostulate much to no purpose; but when
affliction has brought a man so low as to
make it diffieult for him to be heard, it has
made it also fit for him not to speak.”
King David uttered the precise instinet of
a pious heart under oppressive sorrow. “I
was dumb—I opened not my mouth, be-
cause Thoudidst it.”” When God chastizes
we need, with the understanding, to recog-
nize the genuine justice of his treatment of
us; with the will perfectly to submit to his
will, we need to calm all our rebellious
instincts ‘and feelings ‘inbo ‘the' ‘most sin-
cere submission; to suppress all murmuring
and revenge; and to breath forth the entire
soul in the ejaculation, ‘‘even so, Father,
for so it has seemed good in ﬁl sight.”
But these'erowding and tituftuoul'thoughts
| wielnot #tich wasfinw fluent frowithe tongue.
| They ¢log éxpoessiond  They stopthe vocal
machinery as a freshet stops a mill'by. ar
overburthen of .water. Silence abeﬁ-ts. R
‘bardened spirit. Resignation, even, trem-
bles in'its ‘utterance. He who is ‘enjoying
that proof of God’s love which chiastisen
 affords, will'¢thold. his. peaee.’l
{with the. inward. voice of th
vith the outward movement
'he even say—THY WILL BE

iy and storm,
i every man

_ y Thomas.
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PRIMITIVE BAPTISM.

]
PRESBY TERLLY. _
g T ____1 Who that has read “Keith on the Pro-
phesies” has not been struck with the nu-
merous evidences of their truth, which that
auther hasderived from Gibbon’s*Decline
and fall of the Roman Empire?” But Gib=
bon who was no friend of the Bible—no
believer in its inspiration,” drew from other
sources the chief materials out of which his
history was constructed. So the traveller
|in oriental lands, if he records what he sees
Indeed | With ordinary fidelity, no matter what his
!-Ecroe:l or what his prejudices—rarely fails
Ito throw light on some portions of the sa-

\cred word. Take for example, the latest

SATURDAY, JANvary 1, 1859.

THE NEW YEAR.

Quar paper is issued on the first day of
the new year, and the coincidence of dates
makes it proper that we should take some
note of this epoch in our history.
it is always proper to take such note o
passing time, because its flow is 8o noise-

less that unless we thus mark it, at len_s!. at |
its annual divisions, we shall lose some of |
its most valuable lessons, The past and|
the future so intimately blend with the pre-|
sent at this season that it is greatly wise|
to talk with both.

The past year—what has it been? In
many respects, like the year that preceded
it, a season of joy and sorrow, of labor and
rest, of loss and gain, of life and death, like
all the years that have passed over our race
since its sinful and sorrowful history began.
Its early months were marked by sore pe-
cuniary pressure, riches making to them-
selves wings and flying away, bankruptcies,
losses, disappointments and troubles such
. as always attend a monetary crisis in a
country like But they were also
marked by the wonderful scenes of the
great revival, that mighty wave of spiritual
influence that swept over our land, like the
rushing wind of Pentecost, and causing the
ery “what must 1 do to be saved” to rise,
as it never has risen in this land since the
days of Whitfeld and Edwards. This is
afl:er all the great event of this year, ex-
ceeding in its importance and its grandew
all the political changes that have taken
place on earth, for it has ushered into the
kingdom those over whom there was joy in
heaven among the angels, and those who
are to be kings and priests unto God. This
great event of the year stamps it with a
peculiar character, and should give a pecu-
liar direction to our musings.

Have we been revived during the past
year? Have our own hearts enjoyed  this
Has our church feli

ours.

awakening influence?
it? 1If it has, where are the fruits? Where
is the increase that naturally follows the
fertilising shower? Where the works of
faith and labors of love? Has the past
year shown any advance in these respects?
Have we prayed more, labored more, sacri-
ficed more than before? Have we given
more thought, time, and money to the cause
of Christ than before? Have we talked
with the impenitent more than before?
Have we increased in any labors for Christ’s
cause? If not, we have sadly misimproved,
or sadly mistaken this supposed awakening.
Let us rigidly examine ourselves on these
points, and see what report the past year
will carry of us to heaven.

1f we have not been revived, if our hearts,
our homes, onr church, have been passed
by, why is it? Not because God was un-
willing to visit us. The very gifts that we
gave our children in the holidays have a
tongue to teach us, for if we being avil,
know how to give good gifts to our children,
how much more will our Heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?
Hence if we have been unvisited, the fault
is in ourselves, and we should carefully ask
ourselves, why is it? In whose tent, in
what secret place of our hearts or homes are
hidden the wedge of gold and Babylonish
garment that have averted the blessing ?

These musings on the past year are our
best preparation for entering on the coming
year. The errors of the past, are the teach-
ers of the present, and the guidings of the
future. Wherein we have come short in
the one, we should seek to make up in the
other. The duties omitted, or negligently
performed, the sins permitted or imperfectly
resisted, the dangers neglected, or partially
encountered, all tell us what we must do.

We enter on an untried stage of our jour-
ney. To many it will be the closing stage.
To some of us it may be, probably will be,
the last stage. Some of the eyes that now
trace these lines, will before this year closes
have slept the last long sleep. Reader, is
it you? Your last year is coming, and you
can have, in any event, but a few years, yet
to live, and each New Year morning brings
you nearer to the last that shall ever dawn
on your earthly path. If a voice from
Heaven was to assure you that this was
really your last, and that the light of the
next New Year would rest on your grave,
how would you begin this year? What
would be your plans? Say, honestly, if
you would not aet in regard to God and his
church, and cause, differently, from the wa)
you are intending to do? 1f so be assured
that there is probably some reservation in
your plans, and that as you would act if
you knew it were your last year, you prc-
bably should act, when you know it may be
80. Surely it is wiser to begin this year so
that in any event, there shall be no regrets,
whether we end it in time, or in eternity.

BLIND BARTIMETUS.

Circumstances have prevented us from
examining, until within a few days, this
book by Prof. Hoge, and we take this op-
portunity of informing our readers how rich
a treat they have in store. We regard it
as one of the very best books of the kind
in our language. Accurate in exposition,
full in doctrine, rich in illustration, and
eloquent in thought and language, and
above all full of unction, it must take its
stand among the very best practical books
of the day. In its pungent directness we
are often reminded of Ryle, and in its pic-
turesque beauty and graphic eloquence of
Guthrie. We are aware that this is high
praise, but we think it not undeserved, and
our readers will think so, we believe, if they
will read it for themselves.

M.
)

of these tourists, the Rev. H. S. Osborn
who in his “Palestine past and present,”
gives an account of his visit to the Castle
of Tibnin, on his way from Tyre to Jerusa-
lem. This castle was built A. D. 1107, by
Hugh, of St. Omar, then Lord of Tiberias,
and now held by the Sheik of the district
who is of the Mahomedan sect of Metaw-
ilch Arabs. Bat before we quote his ac-

dinner of which he and his party partnok
with the Lord of the Castle, it may not be
improper to repeat the remark which is
often made—that Eastern customs have un-
dergone no perceptible change for more
than twenty centuries, and to remind the
reader that he will find in this account an
illustration of Mark vii: 3, 4. “For the
Pharisees and all the Jews, except they wash
(nipsontai) their hands oft, eat not, holding
the tradition of the eldérs, and when they
come from the market, except they wash
(baptisontai) they eat not; and many other
things there be which they have received to
hold as the washing (baptismous) of cups and
pots, brazen vessels and tables”—Now the
nipsontai and the baptisontai and the baptis-
mous are all translated wush, But'was this
washing by immersion? Let us turn to our
anthor and learn.

“And now there are signs of dinner, and
the table is set before the divan, and next
occurs the necessity of washing before eat-
ing. Every one in the East washes his
hands, and sometimes both mouth and hands
before sitting down to meat. This is so
strongly rooted in the oriental idea of
cleanliness that I doubt whether in ordinary
Turkish company some would not object to
eat until the guest had performed this act
as one of necessity as well as of courtesy.
I'wo servants presented themselves on the
annonncement, of dinner, the one with a
napkin (futah) and a brass basin, apparent-
ly plated or gilded, the other with a pitcher
of the same metal. The basin contained
an inverted basin, which was perforated,
and prevented us from enjoying what would
have been the usual occidental quantity and
method of application on such occasions, as
we were permitted to use only what fell
from the spout of the pitcher which was in
the hands of the other attendant. In this
it immediately occurred to me I saw a re-
semblance fo the Jewish custom in all eoun-
tries of having an urn near the entrance of
the synagogue with a fascet from which the
water falls upon the fingers, the cleansing
being in their case simply ceremonial. *

# ® #® This may have been the method
adopted by Elijah when he ‘‘poured water
on the hands of Elisha (2 Kings iii: 2.) In
the present case, however, the eustom is re-
quired by the manner of eating, as the in-
habitants universally use the fingers—and
yet there is a degree of nicety in the act the
idea of which is seldowm fully conveyed by
the simple announcement of it. Among
the genteel classes little pieces of bread are
always used to convey to the mouth what
would require with Europeans the use of
the spoon or fork; and some are particularly
careful to select from the bread that which
will answer the desired object. The crust
&e.,” pp. 818-320.

Now the author in this extract makes no
allusion to the rite of baptism. IHe merely
deseribes one of the customs of the East.
But every ome must reécognize it as the
identical custom which is recorded in the
gozpel of Mark already quoted. TIn both
cases there was the washing before eating,
and as this washing in Mark is called bap-
tism, it is very manifest that there can be
baptism withdut immersion. The “brazen
vessels'” of Mark, and the ““brass basin® of
which our author speaks, and the “table”
spoken of by both, and the cups and pots of
Mark, and the dishes and the bowls of which
our author afterwards speaks in deseribing
the dinner, all of which would have to be
washed or baptized, furnish additional evi-
dence—if additional evidence be needed—
that the one case is the exact counterpart of
the other. There is only one thing needed
in Mark's deseription to complete the simi-
larity. Mr. Osborn speaks of servants
bringing the basin and the water. But
Mark leaves it indeterminate whether the
Jews went themselves to the water to be
baptized, or whether the water was brought
to them, Bat Peter seems to have settled
that question at the house of Cornelius
when he said ‘‘can any man forbid water
that these should not be baptized 9 Acts x:
47. And the water seems not to have been
forbidden but brought. And they seem to
have been baptized in the very room where
he had preached, just as Mr. Osborn and
his party washed in the same room in the
Castle of Tibnin where he dined.

An additional illustration may be found
in the last number of Challan’s illustrated
monthly, on *‘the Fords of the Jordan.”
It is here said that‘‘an English traveller, a
few years ago, saw 3,000 pilgrims and 2,000
other visiters assembled there. The Greek
Archbishop and the Turkish Governor of
the District were there; and thus did the
motley horde press forward and wash in a
stream which they idly supposed had some
virtue to cleanse them from something more
than the filth of the flesh.. * * * The
young and the old—some spontaneously,
others with reluctance, some with a shout of
joy, others with alarm—dip in the waters-—-J

l

count of the ceremony preliminary to the |
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Priests are there ready to sprinkle those who
apply to them.”

Now was this washing and this dipping in
the Jordan baptism? If so, who performed
the ceremony? No priest—no officiating
minister seems to have had any thing to do
with it. But when the sprinkling is men-
tioned, it seems to have been performed by
the priests, upon those who had already
dipped. We do not say that this sprinkling
was baptism. - It might be some other cere-
mony of the Greek charch, Still as it was
performed by an officiating priest, it cannot
fail to remind the reader of the multitudes
who were baptized at the Jordan by John.
And who can for a moment doubt that the
purificalion denoted by baptism was per-
formed by sprinkling, (Levit. xiv: 7; Num.
viii: 7; Heb. ix: 19%) And the prophet
Isaiah, (lii: 15,) alluding to gospel times
says, “‘So shall he sprinkle many nations.”

Now what will the ‘“American (alias Bap-
tist) Bible Union” do with such facts as
these bearing upon the word baptize? Will
they still believe that it was performed by
immersion, and immersion only ? If so they
believe, despite the strongest evidence to
the contrary. Some Pmdobaptists of high
repute have conceded that the original mode
was by immersion. But it is our deliberate
judgment founded in part upon a*multitude
of such facts as are here recorded, that bap-
tism was never performed by immersion
until after superstition began to attach a
mysterious efficacy to the water employed
in the ceremony.

It is also worthy of notice that wherever
the ordinance of baptism is mentioned in
the Seriptures it seems to have been ad-
ministered with perfect simplicity, and with-
out any of those attending circumstances
which invariably accompany the immersion
of the subject. How easily water could
have been brought for the baptism of the
three thonsand on the day of Pentecost, and
the rite administered, without disturbing at
all the order of that remarkable religious
service which was signalized by the gift of
the Holy Spirit! How easily could the ser-
vants of Cornelius have brought water for
the baptism of those who had received the
like gift! How easily could water have
been brought for the baptism, in the dead
of the night, of the Phillippian jailor; and
also for the baptism of Paul in the room
where he lodged in the city of Damascus!

some to themselves; and these souvenirs 80|
much valued for their intrinsic worth, and |
for the evidence they furnish of the una- |
bated love of the people, often animate the
pastor to new efforts for the good of those
to whom he ministers, and cheer him amidst
the varied trials of his calling.

The mere payment of pew rent, or of a
subscription to the pastor's salary, is no in-
dication of personal regard for him—it is
the discharge of a debt, compelled by com-
mon honesty—and when a 'minister never
receives any otiier token of appreciation
from the people to whom he devotes his
thoughts, his sympathies, and his toils, by
day and by night, from year to year, then
he is a man to whom the lines have not
fallen in the most pleasant places. Let us
hope that such cases have been rare; that

COMMUNICATIONS.

For the Central Presbyteriau.

Call to the Ministry.

The church has always held that none
should preach the gospel, but those who
are called of God. The solid proof of this
is not to be songht in those places of the
Scripture, where a special divine call was
given to old Testament prophets and
priests, or to apostles ; although such pas-
sages have been often thus misapplied.
(Among those misquoted texts, should be
reckoned Heb. v: 4; which the Apostle
there applies, not to ministers, but to priests,
and especially Christ.) The call of these
peculiar classes was extraordinary, and by
special revelation, suited to those days of
theophanies and inspiration. But those

few pastors have been made more despond-
ent by the very season which has gladdened
all others; and that few of our people have
been so regardless of the men to whom
they sustain relations so tender and sacred.

PRESBYTERIANISM IN NEW
ENGLAND.,

We have received several letters from
New England in regard to a movement that
is now making there, which we hail with
much pleasure. It is an effort to establish
Presbyterianism in the very heart of New
England, in Boston itself. This is indeed
carrying the war into Africa, and carrying
it in the right way. We believe that the
very thing needed by New England now,
to save it from a universal distintegration
of all faith, is a wide leaven of Q. S. Pres-
byterianism, and that there is no region on
the face of the earth that needs this kind of
missionary labor, more than New England.
And the field is a very promising one. A
great many of the right-hearted and sound
New Englanders are sick of that political
ranting that has now occapied their pulpits
for so long a time, and that has destroyed
almost every vestige of true religion in some
places, and they are longing for something
better. Many have left the Congregational
churches and gone to the Episcopal church,
who would have united with an O. S, Pres-
byterian church if one had been near them.
Many more are ready for such a step, if the
way is open. Hence the movement is one

For Paul it will be remembered had been
| blind for three days under the effect of that
overpowering light which arrested him in
his persecuting career—had doubtless suf-
fered in his mind excruciating agony—had
been all this time without food—had just

and by a miracle his sight had been restored
to him ; and there and then, for all that ap-
pears to the contrary, he ‘“‘arose—was bap-
tized, and when he had received meat, he

of the case preclude the assumption that a
bath or a pool was resorted to for the admi-
nistration of the ordinance. His exhausted
state from his long fasting, and from his
deep mental distress would have required
him to be strengthened before baptism, on
[ such a supposition; but he arose and was
baptized before he received meat and was
strengthened. Hence it is fairly to be in-
ferred that water was brought for his bap-
tism, just as the servants brought water for
the washing of the guests in the Castle of
Tibnin. = In the case of the Ethiopian Eu-
nuch, who had been converted by the
preaching of Philip while both were riding
in his chariot, there is nothing from which
baptism by immersion can be inferred.
There was water it is true—and both went
down to it. But the baptism which was
there performed doubtless resembled, in
the external act, that which is referred toin
the passage already quoted from the gospel
of Mark. All the difference is, that it was
administered by one to whom the commis-
sion of Christ had been given to preach his
gospel, and to baptize in the name of the
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost. And as the ordinance in all cases
seems to have been administered just when
and where the power of the gospel had been
felt in its converting efficacy—there is the
strongest presumptive evidence that immer-
sion was not the mode.

THE SEASON.

The Christmas holidays, notwithstanding
the inconveniencies they bring to house-
keepers, have their social and domestic ad-
vantages. They give men time to pause in
the eager race of business life, and show
a little of that neighborly civility and kind-
ly interest in the welfare of others, too
rarely exhibited, except at this genial sea-
son of the year. Daring the Christmas ho-
lidays scattered families are gathered once
more around the same fireside, and the links
of affection which though not weakened were
dimmed by separation, grow bright again.
And then the wealth of happiness which fills
the hearts of children during these, to them,
enchanted days! The poor too, have cause
to bless the return of the season; for as the
hearts of those who have been filled with
temporal abundance, overflow with grati-
tude, the streams which issue from such
fountains make glad many households, where
want is too often a guest. Nor are these
benefactions confined to the rich. During
the present week, three little girls handed
us ten dollars to be distributed among the
poor, every cent of which had been earned
by their own industry. This is true charity,
such as heaven owns and blesses.

Nor among those who feel the advan-
tages of the season need we except the poor
preachers! Many a pastor’s heart has been
gladdened by the evidences of appreciation
and affection which the spontaneous offer-
ings of his congregation have afforded. In
our country congregations, especially, it is
in the power of the people to make many
importantant additions tothe domestic stores
of the] pastor, in ways not at all burden- A

heard the gospel from the lips of Ananias,

of the most important and gratifying that
' has been made for many years. If a large
. 0. 8. Presbyterian influence were estab-
lished in N. England, it would do more to
save the Union and preserve the peace of
this country than a ship load of politicians.
‘Already there are three and soon will be
four churches established in Boston. As
soon as: there are minigters enough, a Bos-
| ton Presbytery will be organised, which with
 the Presbyteries of Londonderry and Con-
necticut will be formed into the Synod of N.

was strengthened.” All the circumstances England. We hail this as a harbinger of

 better days for New Hogland.

We wish that we coulll induce some of our
‘readers to render good for evil by aiding
' these young churches. | We believe that no

missionary field pronjses richer results.
| The brethren having diarge of the matter
' have called on us for ail from the Southern
churches, believing tha: they were doing a
work in which the Sowh could not but feel
an interest. We hopa that some material
aid may be rendered fo them, and we will
gladly transmit any furds that may be sent
to us for this purpose We have many a
son of New England i1 the South, who may
now greatly bless his nother.

We append to this s printed appeal from
the pastor of one of tie churches.

“AN IMPORTANT ENTERPRISE.
THE PRESBYTERIAN (HURCH IN BOSTON.

of a century, the Prediyterian chureh is re-
established in the coumercial capital of N.
England. Two flounshing churches, re-
cently organized, have just been received
into the Old School Plesbyterian connection,
which give promise pf great efficiency in
doing a work much|needed in this city.
The conservative position of this body, in
reference to many ofj.he leading questions
of the day, will comnfend it to the favor of
very many in this conjmunity. Itis our de-
sire to place this enterprise on such a basis
—in a pecuniary point of view—that it will
move forward auccesﬁfnlly, and secure the
confidence and resppet of the entire com-
munity. Thus far, these objects have been
attained. g

“The First Churchiis engaged in erecting
a neat and comfortable, but not expensive
House of Worship, which it will require
about Eight Thousand Dollars to complete,
in addition to what|has been already ex-
pended upon it. It is very desirable that
this church should beitimediately completed:
and that when ready to occupy, it should be
entirely free of debt. We make a sPECIAL
APPEAL to our brethren of the Presbyterian
Church to aid us, just now: being assured
that our increased prosperity and the wel-
fare of our cause here, will be the imme-
diate result.
“We respectfully bring before the atten-
tion of all who take an interest in this mat-
ter, the importance of aiding a movement
which Providence has so auspiciously com-
menced. It is the beginning of a work that
is to last for gencrations, and it should be
well done.
“Any funds addressed to Rev. H. H.
Jouxnson, East Boston, Muss., will be im-
mediately acknowledged: and, under the di-
rection of an efficient business committee,
will be judiciously expended in this good
work. H. H. Jonnson,
Pastor of the First Pres. Ch’h, Boston.
East Boston, Dec. 4th, 1858.”

Appended to this appeal are recommen-
dations from the Princeton Professors, and
other eminent ministers of our church.

The Editors acknowledge the receipt of
the following sum, viz:
For Board of For. Missions, (for India,)

A new year's offering from a friend
in the Valley of Va., $5 00

Mr. John A. Pickens was ovdained by
the Presbytery of the Western District, on
the 2d ultimo, and installed pastor of the
Union charch. His Post Office address is
Browngville, Tennessee,

‘“After the lapse of nearly three quarters

days have now ceased, and God governs his
church exclusively by his providence, and
the Holy Spirit applying the written Serip-
tures. Yet there is a general analogy be-
tween the call of a prophet or apostle, and
that of a gospel preacher; in that both are,
in some form from God, and both summon
men to a ministry for God. The true proof
that none now should preach but those call-
ed of God, is rather to be found in such
texts as Acts. xx: 28. (“Take heed * * *
to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers.””) 1 Cor. xii : 28,
&e; and in the obvious reason, that the
minister is God’s ambassador; and the
sovereign alone can appoint such an agent.

What then is the call to the gospel mi-
nistry 7. Before the answer to this ques-
tion is attempted, let us protest against the
vague, mystical, and fanatical notions of a
call, which prevail in many minds, fostered,
we are sorry to admit, by not a little un-
scriptural teaching from Christians.
ple seem to imagine that some voice is to
he heard, or some impression to be felt, or
some impulse to be given to the soul, they
hardly know what, or whence, which is tJ
force the man into the ministry without ri-
tional or scriptural deliberation. And if
this fantastic notion is not realized, (as it
is mot like to be, except among those ppr-
sons of feverish imagination who, of/all
men, have least business in the pulpit,)the
young Christian is encouraged to condude
that he is exempt. Let the pious ypung
man ask himself this plain questioy: Is
there any other expression of God’f will
given to us except the Bible? Where else
does God authorize us to look for informa-
tion as to any duty? The call to the mi-
nistry then, is to be found, like the call to
every other duty, in the teachings of God’s
revealed word. The Holy Spirit has ceased
to give direct revelations: He speaks to no
rational adult now, through any other me-
dium than his Word, applied by hjs gracions
light to the understanding and onscience.
To look for any thing else from Him is su-
perstition. While the call of prophets and
apostles was by special revelation, that of
the gospel minister may be termed @ scrip-
tural call. '

What then is a call to the gospel minis-
try? We answer: i is an expression of the
duwine will that a man should preach the gos-
pel. To this, another question succeeds :
How does God now give a man that expres-
sion of his will? We answer: He does it
thus ; by enlightening and influencing the
man’s conscience and understanding, and
those of his Christian brethren, to under-
stand the Bible truths, and the ecirecum-
stances and qualifications in himself, which
reasonably point out preaching as his work.
The full and certain call to the ministry is
uttered by the Holy Spirit, both to the can-
didate himself, and by the church. The
medium of its utterance is God’s dealing
with the candidate and the principles of the
written Scriptures. The object of these re-
marks will be secured, by explaining the
above definition in a series of particulars.

1. First then, a call to preach is not com-
plete until the Holy Spirit has uttered it,
not only in the Christian judgment of the
candidate himself, but in that of his bre-
thren also. Their minds, tanght of the
Holy Ghost, and inspired by Him with spi-
ritual principles and affections, recognize in
the candidate a *“*brother beloved,” fitted
by his spiritual gifts for the ministry, and
their utterance of this judgment is a part
of his vocation. Sometimes, as in the case
of Knox, the brethren anticipate the can-
didate’s own conclusions in uttering this
call ; usually they follow it, by uttering it
after he has acted so far on the probable
evidence of a call found in his own Chris-
tian judgment, as to prepare himself to
preach. And it is manifest that the can-
didate must necessarily, in common cases,
proceed so far as his preparation, on the
incomplete evidence he finds in himself,
greatly confirmed indeed, by the advice of
individual brethren; because the church
cannot usually judge his probable call, until
he prepares himself.

2. The principles of Scripture which the
Spirit will employ to instruct him and his
brethren as to the divine will, are such as
these : That “it pleases God by the fooligh-
ness of preaching to save them that believe?
1 Cor. i: 21. Rom.x: 14. That every
man is bound to render to God the highest,
service and love which his circumstances
and capacities admit; Deut. vi: 5. Matt.
xxii: 37. That “we are not our own, for
we are bought with a price, and must there-
fore glorify God in our bodies and spirits
which are his:" 1. Cor. xi: 20. Rom. xiii:
1. That **whether therefore we eat or drink,
or whatsoever we do, we must do all to the
glory of God.” 1. Cor. x: 31. That the
work of him who is permitted to preach the
gospel, is of all others most excellent ;
Titus iii: 1. James. v: 20. Daniel xii: 8.
And that every Christian has been redeem-
ed from his sin and death by the Saviour,
for no other purpose than this, that he
shall be that, and do that, by which he can
best glorify his Lord. Aects xxvi: 16.
Eph.i: 6. These Scriptures, and a hundred
others, plainly teach, that the only condi-
tion of discipleship permitted by Christ to
any believer, is complete self-consecration
to His service. In this, the self-devotion
of the minister is just the same as that of
all other true Christians. If a Christian
man proposes to be a teacher, physician,
lawyer, mechanie, or farmer, it must be,
not chiefly from promptings of the world or

|self, but chiefly because he verily believes

he can, in that calling, besl serve his hea-
venly Master. If he hath not this conse-
cration, we do not say he is unfit for the
ministry only; he is unfit to be a disciple
of Jesus Christ. [f any man think this
standard of dedication too strict, let him
understand at once, that he is “not fit for
the kingdom of God;” let him relinquish
his delusive hope of salvation; let him at
once go back among the dark company of
Christ’s enemies, on the ground scathed and
riven by the lightnings of his wrath, and
under t{e mountainous load of all his sins

unatoned and unforgiven. There is no
A

Peo-/

| other conditior of salvation. For did not
| Christ redeen the whole man? Did he
not purchasewith his blood all our powers,
and our whee energies, if we are his dis-
ciples? W) profess to desire to love him
with onr weole souls; and therefore, what
reason is thre, which demands a part of the
exertion aid service in our power, which
does not #so demand the whole? That
professor  religion who contents himself
with exertilg for his Saviour a portion only
of the efftiency for which his capacities
enable hip, confesses himself a hypocrite.
The modigun of religious effort which he
renders, r not truly rendered to Christ,
but to sel-righteousness, or to a guilty con-
science, ¢' to public opinion. Had the mo-
tives whih exacted this partial service been
genuine,they would assuredly have exacted
the whol. Let every young Christian heed
this solean truth ; and the question of the
ministrywill be relieved of its indistinetness.
For thei, the question of the profession in
which Ie shall serve God will be seen, by
every Christian, to be only the relative one
as to s own capacities, and the demands
of Got's cause at that time,

Thieleads us to add another important
class d texts, by which the Holy Spirit will
inform the judgment both of the candidate
and hig brethren, as to his call. It is that
class i» which God defines the qualifications
of & minister of the gospel. Let the reader
consull, as the fullest specimens, 1. Timo-
thy iii; 1—7. Titus i: 6—9. The in-
qurer is to study these passages, seeking
the light of God’s Spirit to purge his mind
fran all clouds of vanity, self-love, preju-
dize; in order to see whether he has, or
efn possibly acquire, the qualifications here
gt down. And his brethren, under the in-

uence of the same Spirit, must candidly
Fcide by the same standard, whether they
ghall call him to preach or not.

3. Our definition of the call to preach

asserted that God would make known his

will to the candidate and to his brethren,

not only through the medium of the Scrip-

tures, but also of outward circumstances

and qualifications viewed in the light of
Scripture truth. Much has been said by

Christians concerning *‘the leadings of pro-

vidence,” touching the duty of preaching,

and many other duties. And not a little
nonsense, with perhaps some profanity, has
been uttered on this subject. It is true

that every thing which befalls us is deter-
mined by God’s special providence; for
which reason we justly conclude, that in
many cases, an occurrence, after it has hap-
pened, is & real expression to us of God’s
will. But there is another truth, that the
designs of God's special providence are
chiefly reserved among the awful secrets of
his own fathomless wisdom. He forbids us
to attempt to surmise his secret purpose,

from the apparent tendencies of his sove-
reign dealings, and pointedly remands us
to ““the law and the testimony” for our prac-
tical guidance. The light which **provi-
dences” cast upon the question of God’s
will a8 to our conduct, is chiefly cast back-
ward on the past; not forward on the future.
The man who attempts to frame the *‘lead-
ings of Providence” into an indication of
duty, instead of resorting to His reveal-
ed will, is often in danger of wickedly
intruding into those secrets which belong
to the Lord our God, and of profanely foist-
ing the selfish leanings of his own inclina-
tion upon the Holy One, as the teaching of
His acts.

There are indeed, certain dispensa tions
of Providence, which, in the light of the
Word, do clearly reveal God’s will. If He
has deprived any man of the health, the
voice, or the knowledge, without which he
cannol possibly preach, and has made it
absolutely impossible to acquire or regain
them ; or if he has surrounded a man with
clear, unavoidable duties, which cannot pos-
sibly be postponed or delegated, and which
are clearly incompatible with the ministry;
here is indeed a sure expression of the di-
vine will that he may wnot preach. But it
has often been said, in well-meant treatises
on the call to the ministry, that a Christian
may know whether God designs him to
preach, by the providential facilities which
open, or hindrances which seem to bar, the
entrance into the sacred office. This rule
is to be accepted with many *‘grains of al-
lowance.” If God has facilitated the ac-
quisition of the suitable learning, and the
other means for preaching, it does indeed
present a probable evidence that the person
may perhaps be called. But the converse
is not true. If circumstances have hedged
up the young Christian’s access to the mi-
nistry with obstacles, difficulties, hardships;
we freely admit that all these are deter-
mined by God’s special purpose and provi-
dene. But we do not know what God means
by them. He hasmot told that young Chris-
tian, whether he means to tell him thereby
that he must not preach, or whether He
means it for ‘the trial of his faith, that
being much more precious than gold that
perisheth, it may be found unto praise, and
honor, and glory, at the appearing of Jesus
Christ.” Let that man therefore take heed,
how he presnmptuously misinterprets a Pro-
vidence which God has not authorized him
to read at all; let him turn to the Bible
and to prayer. How plausibly might the
great Apostle have argued after the mo-
dern fashion, when he met shipwreck,
scourgings, prisons, stoning, wanderings,
neglect, poverty, in the prosecution of his
ministry, that “‘the lcadings of Providence”
clearly indicated he was not called to a
foreign mission !” But he argued no such
thing : He knew better. He said: **None
of these things move me; neither count I
my life dear, so that I might finish my course
with joy, and the ministry which I received
from the Lord Jesus.”" Does the reader
object, that Paul had a revealed call; but
we common mortals must judge by just
these providential events, which he proper-
ly disregarded. Let us take then the case
of Dr. Wm. Carey, the great Baptist mis-
sionary to Hindustean. When he first 1 @ ran
to seek his duty, a poor shoemaker, with a
growing family already upon his hands,
without classical learning, without money,
without patronage, with the power of the
East India company so arrayed against the
gospel, that it was forbidden to all their
ships even to carry a missionary across the
ocean, might not he have plausibly con-
cluded, according to this arrangement, that
““the leadings of Providence” were against
him? But who can now doubt that he was
called of God, first to become a preacher
of the gospel, and then to begin the Seram-
poore mission. By this cowardly argument,
Washington would have judged the “lead-
ings of Providence” to be against the cause
of his country. But why mention the ten
thousand cases, in which history shows us,
the noblest enterprises were conducted to
success, with the final blessing of Provi-
dence as no one now doubts, only by braving
obstacles almost insuperable ?  If then, the
young Christian is surrounded with out-
ward hindrances, it is his duty to ask, ¢Is it
possible for me lawfully to conquer them,
by the most strenuous exertions of my best

faculties, nerved by deathless love
Christ ¥"*  If it is, then it may be his
to preach.

(10 BE CONTINUED.)

For the Central Presbyterian.
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UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, )
December 1Tth, 1858. |

Messrs. Editors,—Several friends of n
in the Westminster Presbyterian chu
Baltimore, of which I was pastor when ecal
to the Seminary, have sent me a presenf
one hundred dollars, to be expended on
Leeture room.
With this sum the room has been paintf
carpeted, supplied with venetian shuttq
and adorned with three of Kiepert's eleg
and aecurate wall-maps. It is now as cq
fortably and tastefully furnished as one ¢
well desire.
But why do I write of these things in
Central? Not, surely, as an acknowle(
ment to those dear friends; zhat I hi
more directly and appropriately made
them: mor, again, because my personal c
fort in such a matter is worth a line in y
paper; but in the hope that this exam)
may be contagious. There are two ot
Lecture-rooms, which would be the bet
of similar attention. Such neatness g
cheerfulness in all the public rooms wo
be good for the students. It would pj
mote their comfort and their manne
Besides, Messrs. Editors, I do not like
occupy the best room in the Seminary. A
as the door of my room is soon to be e
bellished with a plate bearing the nan
“WESTMINSTER,” I hope the other roo
may soon bear the inscriptions—but I +
not write now the names of the churches|
be inscribed there. They can choose
themselves what names shall be written.
Yours truly, W. J. Hoge,

The Trial of Montalembert.

In a few weeks eleven years will h
elapsed since the outbreak of the last gr
European revolutionary upheaval. Hist
teaches us that, in Europe, political cony
sions are periodical. Their periods can
be calculated with astronomical certaing
political science is, in that respect, less s
vanced than the science of the heave
But that revolutionary crises do and +
recur in Europe at intervals falling sor
what short of a generation is now a univd
sally admitted proposition.

The last crisis took place in 1848 ;
one before that in 1830; the preced
one in 1823 ; the one before that in 18
—being, in fact, the culmination of an
most incessant series of political sho
which had lasted for twenty-three yea
The general law would appear to be tl
such erises must occur once in every ged§
ration, but that the same generation nes
indulges twice in revolutionary movemen
The governing principle would seem to |
that the political systems of Europe aref
bad that popular outbreaks are the natu
refuge of the people; but that, all thinf
considered, the cost and suffering caused
insurrections are so severe that a generatil
which has once risen in arms against its
lers never desires to repeat the experime
These, of course, are mere empirical py
positions : political science is yet too ru
to test their accuracy.

Assuming their general correctness,
follows that France is at the present n
ment not far from a fresh revolution. Nevi
since the first revolutionary outbreak, h
France been quiet for eleven years, sa
only during the long reign of that most
gacious of monarchs, Louis Philippe. |
had learned so much doring his long stru
gle with adversity, and his long apprenti
ship to his trade, that he was able to holi
balance between established authority a
popular aspirations for a period of eighted
years. He made very few concessions to
people. On the contrary, his governme
was less liberal in 1848 than it had been
1831. But he managed so adroitly to
vide his enemies ; he neutralized so mu
opposition by a semblance of free gover
meut; he allowed so much sedition to exha
itself harmlessly in the papers; he engross
so much of the public attention by his w:
in Africa; he secured so many popular ld
ders by a skillful use of money, that |
ruled France longer than any ruler sin
the old monarchy, and became, we thin
an exception to the law of periodicity whil
seems to govern French polities. It do
not appaar that the Emperor is followi
in his track.

For nearly ten years the policy of the E
peror Napoleon IIL. was characterized
matchless sagacity. He left nothing
chance. He studied out every combinatio
watched every event, wrought earnestly as
faithfully—as a man who disbelieves
Fate; and he was rewarded by a career
absolutely unexampled success. He ente
ed France, in 1848, as a homeless, penn
less, hopeless adventurer; he strove to
President, and was elected ; he aimed ¢
the empire, and became Emperor; he di
liked the Constitution, and abolished it; b
wanted money, and got it ; he had an ol
grudge against Russia, and paid it off; b
required the aid of England, and obtaine
it; he sought to be paramount in Europed
and garrisoned Rome, bullied Switzerland
intimidated Spain, and overawed Germany
he eraved personal popularity, and won a
least an outward show of regard such as nf
other French ruler since his uncle has en
enjoyed ; there was no object, in short, of
which he set his heart that he did not atf
tain. It seems that even in his ease, how
ever, the old rule was not at fanlt. Suc
cess proved a worse teacher than adversity
so unbounded a succession of triumphs
damaged his intellect and slackened his
energy.

In the month of January of the present
year he began to make mistakes. He
adopted new regulations with regard to the
press which irritated every one without
really doing him any good. He imposed
fresh restrictions on personal liberty in
France. He suffered the army to assume
an arrogant and domineering tone to his
sthjects at large. He gravely impaired the|
good feeling existing between himself and
the British people. He evinced a decided
dread of assassination. He embarked in
unwise foreign disputes, such as the late
quarrel with Portugal. He contrived still
farther to irritate Austria. And now, last
of all, he has prosecuted and procured the
conviction of the Count of Montalembert,
one of the most distingushed men in France,
the head of the French Church, the only
man of rank and influence who stood by
him on the 2d December, 1851—and this,
simply because the Count had expressed a
preference for English liberty as contrasted
with French servitude.

These evident errors would appear t
foreshadow the operation of the law
periodical revolution to which we bave al-
luded. It may be sooner, it may be later;
events may precipitate or may postpone the
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Extracts from a Rsligious Correspon-
dence.

You might perchance have noticed, my
young friend, that there was something on
my mind last evening, and almost on my
tongue, that for some reason, [ could not
manage to get off. At any rate, it was so,
and the reason was that the place, liable to
momentary interraption, did not seem a
fitting one to unburden my soul to you.

“Where there’s a will, there’s a way”
however. This is leap year you know. So
the ladies take the reins, and let the world
help themselves as best they can. Prepare
then for grave counsel.

Let me see, what shall I say to the yonng
man? Aye, there you have it—the young
max, just entering upon active life. And
what is his position? Is he securs of a
guide to lead him through its thorny maze,
a supporter in its sorrows, a deliverer from
its dangers? Ishe prepared to take his
proper station in society, to fulfil his high
destiny, to meet his responsibilities to man
and to God? I might go on to the end of
the catechism, but mnst entrust that matter
to you. See that it be done faithfully, be-
cause much is depending. O how much
more than you or I can caleulate !

But this is no news. You have heard it
till it has become an old story. And this
i3 one thing which excites any apprehension
for you wmy friend. If trath has lost its
power upon you at this age, what is to be-
come of your meridian and evenigg? There
are no new truths to set before mankind,
10 motives more powerful than those already
presented. Ask your own heart what is to
be done.

This matter of salvation is a wonderful
thing, my friend. Let me take up my para-
ble and set it before you as it appeared to
nie a short time since. Suppose that by some
miracle, you should become fully aware of
your real condition, perfectly sensible of
your guilt and danger—under a just and
terrible condemnation, and with no means
of escape. Suppose further that no salva-
tion had ever been offered, or even provided.
In unutterable distress, you know not which
way to turn, but finally bethink yourself of
a kind and powerful friend, to whom you
make immediate application. With all the
eloguence of feeling you tell your tale, and
wait with breathless anxiety to see whether
this last resource will fail.

Long and earnestly he surveys you in si-

lence. You see that his whole soul is stir-
red.  Can you not help me? is your agoniz-

ing exclamation. *“Yes,” says he at length,
with laboring breath, **I can help you, I
can help you, but it will cost my heart's
blood. It will cost me agony, such as you
have never conceived. The law which you
have broken must be honored, and its au-
thority upheld, or the universe is undone,
and the only way that I can turn aside its
penalty from you, is by taking it upon my-
self. And I will doit. Departin peace. All
I require of you is, that henceforward you
honor this law, and seek to obey it.”

With what emotions you fall at his feet,
crying with the poor conviet whom some
kind friend had rescued from the gallows,
“Lvery drop of my blood thanks yon.” You
profess your readiness to do any thing,
every thing that he desires, “but,”” you say,
“I'fear my{railty. Iam in bondage to trans-
gression, and have no power to deliver my-
self.” “Trust me for that,” says he. “Yield
yourself wholly to me, and follow my coun-
sels, and I will be surety for you. 1 will
bring you off conquerer and more than con-
queror. 1 can doit, and T will.”

Now wmy friend, 1 entreat you, as you
value your soul’s eternal welfare, as you re-
gard your well being in this life and the
life to come, to take up this matter as you
have never yet done. Resolve that by the
help of God, this controversy with your
Maker shall be settled, and that without
delay. And allow me to solicit your confi- |
dence. Why will you not write me withont
reserve 7 - It may be that God will enable
me to say something which will be of ser-
“vice to you. In my own oft pondered ex-
perience, I remember two instances in par-
ticular in which a few words from a Christian
friend, were greatly blessed to me.

In alinost every heart there is some par-
ticular obstacle, which more than every thing
else hinders his eoming into the kingdom.
Now what is it in yours? I will not urge
the matter, butif you feel inclined to reply,
shall receive it with' pleasure.

Yours truly,

For thes Central Presbyterian.

Housrox, Texas, Dec. 20th, 1858.
Messrs. Editors.—Thus far we have had
winter in good earnest in Texas. An early
spring and a favorable season for farming
are anticipated. Thanksgiving-day was
generally observed throughout the State on
the twenty-fifth of November. Thisis now
a permanent institution of the Star State.
The immigration of this season is very large
and brings much capital into the State.
The different religious denominations in the
State all seem to be prospering. A larger
number than usual has, during the past year,
been added to the churches. The cause of
Temperance seems to be at a stand still.

revived. What new phase will the great
temperance reform next take? We shall
gee!

The demand for substantial literature is
fast increasing in Texas., Booksellers are
thriving wore. Bookstores are wanted in
various parts of the State. | At Austin, (seat
of ‘government) it is thought a great open-
ing exists for a book and stationery estab-
lishment. It is supposed additional capital,
in this line, might be profitkbly invested in
Houston. Book-publishers ind sellers, and
especially persons wishing to engage in the
book and stationery business, should keep
an eye to Texas.

The population of our State is now near
600,000, and increasing anﬂuaHy at the
rate of at least, 100,000. Work is being
done on eight distinct Railronds, several
others are in contemplation. | Houston is
the great Railroad centre of the State, four

| of heaven.

RICHMOND, VA.,

JANU

ARY 8, 1859.

George Whitfield.

Mr. Editor,—1 send you the following
letter from the late Dr. Franklin to an emi-
nent servant of Christ, as a curiosity which
possibly you may think worthy of a place in
your valuable paper. Whatever may be
thought of the Doctor’s Theology—and to
me it appears to be radically defective—he
professes in this letter one umportant truth,
which is taught by the gospel; viz. that no
man con merit the favor of God, or deserie
eternal happiness on account of his good works.
The Doctor appears to have been so far
convineed of sin, and of the unworthiness of
man’s best works as to be sensible that
these could not secure for him the happiness
And this conviction ought to
have led him, as it has thousands of others
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Letter from Dr. Franklin to the Rev, | thie son that seemingly refused to obey his
father, and yet performed his commands, to

him that professed his readiness, but ne-

ble Samaritan, to the uncharitable though
orthodox priest and sanctified Levite; and
| those who gave food to the hungry, drink
to the thirsty, raiment to the naked, enter-
tainment to the stranger, and relief to the
sick, though they never heard his name, he
declares shall, in the last day, be accepted ;
when those who cry, Lord! Lord! who value
themselves npon their faith, though great
enough to perform miracles, but have ne-
glected good works, shall be rejected. He
professed that he came not to call the righte-
ous, but sinners to repentance; which im-
plied his modest opinion, that there were
some in his time who, thought themselves
8o good, that they need not hear even Him

to the Saviour who has atoned for the sins|

distinet Railroads concentrate at this point.
It is expected Houston and New Orleans |
will, within a few years, be cognected by |
Railroad. Houston is in a thrifing condi-
tion, having eight charches, with a very
enterprising and intelligent population of
five thousand. \

Rev. R. W. Bailey, formerly of Virginia,
has been elected President of Austin Col-
lege, located at Huntsville,

a

SINGLE \STAR.
|

For the Central Presbyterian,
\

Evening Walks~-No. 3. \

i

This walk was taken one of thoselmild
and balmy evenings in April, which the
1
sweetest song. The gentle south
breathed softly over the woodlands,
ing the cooings of a solitary dove.

5

| gool works from men, while they have not

[ produce them.
bitter fountain for sweet waters.

| ture of that fuith which he wishes “more
productive of good works,”—he wouald un-
' doubtedly have wishe
lobin sends on its shadowy way with his | p
Wind | eminent degree, and that “Christ may dwell
Wift- | in their hearts by [fuith; that they being

) ! rooted and. grounded in love, may be able
At that charming moment of an evenigg | to comprehend with all saints, what

of men by the sacrifice of his own life, and | S¢arce a little parson, that does not think it | rowed from the Calvinistic worship; it be-
who in virtue of that sacrifice, creates their | the duty of every man within his reach to | came popular at onee, and has continued to

hearts anew,—fills them with the love of
God and thus prepares them for coery good
work. To expeet the good works of “kind-
ness, charity, mercy and public spirit” of
which the Doctor speaks—to expect reql

the love of God in them, that love which is
kindled in the heart by the exercise of faith,
is certainly very unphilosophical. 1t is to
expect effects without an adequate cause to
It is as preposterous as it
is to look for figs on thistles, or to go to a

Had the Doctor known more of the na-

d and prayed, like
aul, that men may possess it in a more

iz the

in Spring, when, “warm lights are on the breadth,and length, and depth, and height;
sleepy uplands waning, a student of \a|and to know the love of Christ which pass-
Southern Institution, left his room to enjdy | eth knowledge, that they might be ftilled
the refreshment of an evening walk. Whildt| with all the fulness of God.”” Had he
standing in momentary hesitation asto WhicE known fully the nature of this faith he would
of the beautiful walks near the Institute h | not have spoken lightly of reading aud

hearing sermons or of public worship, in

[‘and to their
finest passag:
sent, is with
content ourselves with inquiring what Cal-
vin and Inok contributed to the book of
Common Prayer.

deepest mourning bending over some with-
ered remains of flowers. Being well ac-
quainted with her, the first impulse was to
approach her and request the pleasure of |
her company, but he hesitated awhile lest|
there might be an impropriety in interrupt- |
ing the evening reveries of a mourner.
However, his presence, having been ac-
knowledged by a glance of friendly recog-
nition, they entered into a conversation;
she spoke of the sad pleasure it gave her
to see that the snow had melted away, so
that she could look upon those relics of
flowers, among which her little boy had
spent many of the last summer hours, but
as they were fading in Autumn, he too had
passed away. An angel came and took him
to that blessed One, who spake as never
man spake to bereaved mother’s ear, when
he said, “suffer littte children to come unto
me and forbid them not, for of such is the |
Kingdom of Heaven.” It was proposed to |
visit his grave which was not far away, and as |
they slowly wended their way towards the |
burial ground, the conversation turned upon
the use God intends to be made of afflictions.
It had been her fond hope that God would
have spared her son, and have permitted
her to hear the precious gospel preached by
him, whose infant lips she had taught to |
lisp an evening prayer. On many a Sab-|
bath evening, in the sweet toaes of his voice |
repeating the scripture verses which she
had:tanght him, she fancied that she heard
the echoes of evening years when those
precious words blessed and applied by the
Spirit would be a message of merey to some |
anxious penitent, mourning the absence of
the beloved. DBatf said she, these hopes are
blighted—although God’s will is best, yet
I cannot cease grieving. I cannot think
that God intends that we should forget his
afflictive dispensations.

“Some one has said to me, O Mrs.
it is a wise providence, that time can soothe
our serrows. In a little while you wonld
not want your little boy back, even if he
could return.” This, remarked she, I know
to be impossible, I can never forget him, I
shall never cease to wish him here, were it
God’s will to be so. I believe it is God’s
will that I should ever remember this afflic-
tion and profit by it.”

Thus, this almost heart-broken mother
conversed, until the grave was reached.
Having wept a mother’s tears and breathed
a prayer for sustaining grace, she turned
away leaving all with God, and resolved
uot to forget this chastisement, but even
to keep it in mind and thereby to profit
from it.

How beautifully this exemplifies the pro-
per use to be made of afflictions. It would
not be so necessary that the pure minds of
those towards whom God has purposes of
mercy should be: stirred up by way of re-
membrance by repeated afilictions, were all |
thas rightly exercised, and resolved as this |
bereaved one never to forget, and always |
to profit. A Christian thus exercised finds
a sweeb meaning in such words as these,
when thinking of God and his dealings with
the soul.

shoold select, a lady was observed, elad in\*

*When gladness wings the favored hour,
Thy love wy thungnts shall fill,

Resigned when storims of sorrow lour,
My soul ghall wmeet thy will.”

“My lifted eye without a tear
The guthering storm shall see,
My steadinst heart shall know no fear,
That heart will rest on thee.”
GULIELMUS.

Avsriy CoLLeGe, Texas—The Board
of Trustees of Austin College at Huntsville,
have been holding & meeting in this city
this week, and have set measures on foot to
pay off the debt of the Institution, and re-
establish it on a firm basis. They elected
Rev. . W. Baily, President, and he has
accepted the office. The exercises of the
College will be resumed on the 1st Monday
in February. The President will be aided
by an efficient faculty, and as the Institu-
tion is well endowed there is no reason why
it should not be a very prosperous one.
President Bailey has had a great deal of
experience in College instruction, and is
distingunished for good scholarship, sound
philosophy and piety, and we trust the In-
stitution will speedily resume its high place,
among the Institutions of learning in the
State. It is certainly worth of extensive

It is greatly to be desired that it shall be

which David and Solomon and all believers |

.ll':n the true God have in every age delighted. | were fi“" fro
Tad he told us explicitly on what promise nal sentiments
* what act of divine goodness he rested  churches of
s hope of futare happiness—for he ex- Whichin our
2ssed this hope—he would have lefs us | testantism. :
akre decisive evidence of his rveligious cha- | of their Presbyterian brethren to respect
ragter, His faith, it seems, was grounded | 8nd fellowship; and by advancing to office
omhe “goodness of God”—but whether it | persons who ligd obtained Presbyterian or-
wfkever raised to that amazing act of di-| ders, t[l"'}' gade practical evidence of this
ving goodness which eclipses all others—ro | recognition.
UNSPEAKABLE GIFT OF GOD, the only | reserved a ch
0bj&t on which a sinner can safely rest his | }md'ge for th
hopd of Heaven, he has not told nus.—There | ing that he might be attracted to England.*
is a good lesson however which the reader | So Martyr an

TH

may
well |
right Yo look for—good works, works of |1

kindn@s, charity, mercy, and public spirit | and discipline that arose during their resi-
| from these who make a profession of their | dence.

faith inihe religion of Christ. They ave |
sensible hat the natur
religionts to produce such works—The |1
Doctor’s,etter is dated,
| PaiLapeLeana, June 6, 1753. ‘
Sir,—Lk-eceived your kind letter of the |

health andYrmness. Let me know whether |

you still colinue to use the cold bath, and | cured an impopant change in the commu-

what effect # has. =

But if I had fhe thanks I should desire, it
is that you w&ld always be equally ready
to serve any wher person that may need
your assistané, and let good offices go
round ; for mamcind are all of a family.

For'my ownWart, when I am employed

1Y

]

raw from this letter.—Philosophers as | fessorships at i'?f)xfurd and Cambridge, and
others, expect—and they have a| were consultéll and appealed to on every

e or tendency of this | ed England, he was invited to assist in the

gress.i Therewere, donbtless, many parts

of that formul

pugnant to 5
2d inst. anl am glad to hear that you in- | Scotch Reform: but it was not to be ex-

| crease in §vength. I hope you will con-| pected that all his suggestions would be

e men&ng till you recover your former | followed out. §56 much influence, however,

) 5 T £t al nre a4 . . ;
As to thelkindness you mention, T wish | ton of the redl presence in the sacrament.§

I m
it could hav@heen of more service to you. “‘Lf fo i L)
revision of the Articles of Religion, pre-
vious to their

so directly eng8red upon it, was the author

for improvement; but now-a-days, we have

sit under his petty miffistrations—and that
whoever omits them, offends God. I wish
to such more humility; and to you health
and happiness, being your friend and ser-
vant. B. FRANKLIN.

The Calvinﬁstic Forms in the Book of
Common Prayer.

{mom EUTAXIA.

]
' Though ”u.l{ﬂ.ﬂlk]a were debtors to him [Culvin],
as tonching Diviue knowledge, yet he to noue, ouly to
Gon."—Hoox gk

Of the mady weighty treatises which have
been writted on the Book of Common
Prayer, therd are but fow that do justice to
the part takeh by the Protestant divines of
the Continent in its compilation. Yet the
fact is established beyond question, that se-
veral of the f§reign Reformers shared in the
authorship orfevision of the English Prayer-
Book. Calvil, Knox, Luther, Melancthon,
T, were engaged in the work;
id must be traced some of its

Our business, for the pre-
¢ Calvinistie divines; and we

Bacer,® Mar

8
I
L

The father§of the English Reformation
entertaining those unfrater-
towards the ministry and
totland and the continent,
1y disgrace the cause of Pro-
hey acknowledged the claims

o Cranmer for many years |
gér in the University of Cam- |
illustrions Melancthon, hop-
Bucer were called to Pro-

mportant topk of ecclesiastical doetrine

When in theyear 1551, John Knox visit- 4

revision of the Prayer-Book, then in pro- z
0
fi
it
h
a
e

&'y which must have been re-
le severe judgment of the

1ad he awmong the revisors, that he pro-

lion service: dumpletely excluding the no- 3

1 ]

.lm!.'ingi")ear, he was employed on a

t

?;.Liﬁuatiuu by act of Parlia- b

nent. || ;
. | T . .
Calyin, too,¥as consulted in the compi-
ation of the Phayer-Bool; and, thongh not

glected the work ; the heretical but charita-

| the University of Oxford.}

of Queen Elizabeth, Parker Society, p. 488, note. See
LAURENCE'

| ual guide.

We have said that no ancient Liturgy
opens with a general confession of sins and
supplication of forgiveness.* The Anglican
ritual, at the beginning of each of its chie
services, the Common Prayer and the Com-
munion, presents this feature. Without anal-
ogy elsewhere, it finds a parallel in the Li-
turgies of the Reformed churches. Trac-
tarian authors, warned perhaps by intuitive
suspicion of its origin, deplore the insertion
Not less do they lament the introduction of
the Decalogue in the Communion Office.
But though these elements of the Protest-
ant Fpiscopal worship may have no war-
rant in “Catholic usage,” they are to us
significant memorials of a state of amity
once existing between the Church of Eng-
land and the Protestant communions on the
| Continent.

The practice of singing metrical psalms,
|introduced about this time, was also bor-

¥ i e i
form an important part of religious obsery-

ance.

The Catechism for Children, now in use,
was compiled by Cranmer, in 1548, and
taken chiefly from a Lutheran formulary.t
Previous to this, the Catechisms of Iras-
mus had been introduced, and in 1547 was
ordered to be used at Winchester College
and elsewhere. Calvin’s Catechism how-
ever soon came into general use, and in
1578 was ordered by statute to be used at

Thus did the Reformers of England, anx-
ious not only to embellish their own puri-
fied system of religion, but also to estab-
lish its harmony with others, adopt many of
the prominent excellencies of our own Cal-
vinistic worship, Some of those features
have been removed, but others remain.
The opening services of the Common Prayer
and the Communion, are still retained, with
the full stamp of their Presbyterian origin
upou them.

* Consnlt PALMER'S Origines Liturgice : BRETT.

“Great interest uttaches to that [Calvin's] Confes-
ion, rince from its pogition, as well as its working, it
mnifestly gave oceasion to the General Gonfession of
ur own Prayer Book.”  Private Prayers in the Reign

8 Bampton Lectures, pp. 207, 208,

T WARTER on the Prayer Book.

¥ CARDWELL'S Doc.  Annalsof the Church of Eng-
land, vol, i., p. 300, note.

A Remarkable History.

The last Evangelist contains ‘a clear ac-
count from a correspondent in Illinois, of
the remarkable career of “Father Chini-
quy,” the French priest, who has recently
quitted Rome with all the flock, numerous
though poor, who follow him as their spirit-
It appears that when Chiniquy
removed from Canada—where he had been
a sort of Father Mathew in the cause of
temperance, and by his honesty, earnest-
ness, and unbounded charity, had acquired
a father’s influence indeed, over a large pro-
portion of the poor Rowan Catholics of the
province—he drew after him into Illlnois,

__—_—mm

WHOLE NO. 152.«

e —

lies *“souudly converted” to Protestantism
by his proceedings.

These people now form a distinct and in-
dependent chureh, distinguished only by
sole allegiance to the Bible as the word of
God. They “search the Seriptures daily.”
Bible truths come to their minds with a
freshness and power of which we can hardly
conceive, and the grace of God is rapidly
transforming them into truly spiritual and
happy Christians.” One came to her pastor,
with trembling, to acknowledge that she had
left off praying to the Virgin Mary, because
she had found that it was not eountenanced
by the Scriptures. She was greatly rejoiced
indeed, when she found that her conelusion
was approved by him. This is an instance
of the power with which the truth is making
them free from superstitions to which they
had been bound frem birth. In connection
with their pastor, they are preparing to
perform an active, and we may hope, an
important missionary ~work among their
countrymen in the United States and in
Canada.

Claims of the English Language.

LECTURE OF DR. PALMER.,

The opening lecture of the series before
the Library and Lyceum Society, delivered
by Dr. Palmer, on *“The Claims of the En-
glish Language,” was one of the best efforts
of its gifted author, who never touches any-
thing he does not adorn.

As he stated in his opening remarks to
the President of the Library Association,
the subject chosen was appropriate to the
oceasion, and we cannot but believe that the
tendency of the lecture, if placed before the
publie, would be to kindle in the hearts of
scholars and students alove for their native
tongue and to stimulate an earnest effort
to study it eritically in “its grammatical and
logical structure, in the form of its syntax,
in the power of its roots, in its apparently
lawless idioms, in the composition of its
words, and in the genealogy of its derived
meanings.”’

The first argument in favor of a study
of the English was derived from the dic-
tate of affection for our “birth tongue.”
Thisargument was summed in the pertinent
questions, which found their answerin every
heart, *“Can it be necessary to plead for
the language in which we first heard the
accents of kindness from a mother’s lips ?
—the language whose syllables trembled
on our own when infancy exchanged its
babbling dialect for connected speech 7—
the language, which, like a vase of amber,

enshrines the teeming thoughts and fancies

of a busy mind ¥—whose tones awaken all

the emotions of the past, as through her

magic lantern, memory causes its scenes

again to flit before the mind 7—the language

which treasures the last farewell of dying

friends, asfaith utters the final note of trust

in a covenant God 7"

Unnatuaral as this appeal may seem, the

lecturer thought no one would conceive it

absence of inversions of sentences
changes of words.

The concluding arguments for the En-
glish were found in the fact that it is the
instrument of guiding the minds and con-
trolling the opinions of men, and that it
contains untold treasures of literature laid
up in its archives. [ 18, however, impos-
sible in the space allotted to give any idea
of the richuess and beauty of this lecture,
S0 appropriate to the oceasion, so creditable
to its author, and so full of valuable sug-
gestions to the English student. It was an
mtellectual trear which is calculated to ex-
cite a taste for sound learning,

and

N. 0. Picayune.
Pleasing kars Folite,

The world is progressive, and the church

is in the world, and the clergy are in the
chureh. We suppose they -must keep to-
gether, _in some sort. It was our hap, a
little since, to be present in one of our up-
town churches, at the performance of a mar-
riage ceremony. It was nor Grace chareh.
It was not Dr. Bellows’s church. It was an
old fashioned, orthodox, substantial concern,
for which we, and every one, has the utmost
respect. Not that we have less respect for
those above mentioned. When- the officia-
ting clergyman came to the place of joining
hands, where we have been accustomed t::’o
hear something like this: «You, Angelina
take this man, whom you hold by the hand,
&e,” what was our surprise to hear, in dul-
cet utterances: “You; Miss Brown, do re-
ceive this gentleman whom you hold by the
hand, &e.!” We rubbed our eyes, but
there we were; the altar, and the robes,
the bride and her train, the groom, the
wedding favors the audience—all regular,
“You, Mr. Jones do receive this lady whom
you bold by the hand, &e.!”
We cannot help affirming this.to be about
the politest officiating we ever witnessed!
[he force of urbanity could no farther go.
We read in the Bible considerable abount
“man® and “woman” both in their separate
and mutual relations. It occurs to us that
a revision of the Scriptures, adapted to the
present ‘‘distress,” would be somewhat lu-
dicrous. “And He said, it is not good that
the gentleman should be alone, I will pre-
pare a lady for him. And of the osseous
substance which the Lord had taken away
from man, made he a ludy and brought her
unto the gentleman. And Mr. Adam said:
This lady is now legally united to me in the
bonds of matrimony. She shall be called
Mre. Adam, &e."—N. Y. Chronicle.

Tre Brixp LesDING THE Brinp—on
FaraeEr VENTURA AND ‘THE EMPEROR NA-
POLEON.,—The Athencwum gives an account
of the preaching of Kather Ventura, whose
sermons have now been published in a vo-
iume of 600 pages. “The ceremony of Di-
vine worship at the Tuileries is, in reality,
one of the pleasant bits of dissipation of the
Parisan week. The ceremony is one of full
dress and opera glasses; and when the en-

Kaunkakee County.

ral thousaund dollars.
them to deliver up the property to himself,

plead their cause, which he did, but without
avail.
the Trish Romanists, and put the money in
his pocket.

Father Chiniquy and his

not less than 2000 families, numbering
early 10,000 souls, whom he formed into a
arish under the name of St. Anne, in
He bad about $6000
f his own, which was given up to the bene-
b of the colony, and with his own hanods
1ainly, he quarried and built arough stone
ouse for himself. About 800 families had
lso emigrated to Chicago, and there they
rected a church and parsonage worth seve-

needless who knew how long all intellee-
tual wealth was coffined in unwieldy Latin,
and how slow scholars and men of genius
were to adopt the vulgar tongue. Briefly
deseribing the causes which broke up the ex-
clusive aristocracy of learning, and brought
into use as written languages the Italian,
German and English tongues, he pointed
out the neglect of the thorough study of the

tire audience, or congregation, are in their
places, scented, polished, well-behaved —
some contemplating their distant friends or
remarkable strangers through their glasses,
others disenssing matters of interest in a
subdued tone, aud a select few carrying on
very quiet, unostatious, but unmistakable
flirtations—then takes place an act of decid-
ed worship. The voice of an official an-

The Bishop ordered | English in our schools of lower and higher

grades. A heavy indemnity is hence due, |
he said, for the long embargo placed upon

it, when the cumbrous Latin usurped its

place, until the stanzas of Chancer and of
Gower commenced the reign of Knglish
verse. It may take reprisals for the hostile
array of Latin and Greek words with which
such writers as Jeremy Taylor, Sir William
Browne and Dr. Jolinson have threatened
to overwhelm the native Saxon, like the

nd they appealed to Father Chiniquy to

The title-deeds were wrested from
lie people by the threat of ex-communica-
ion, and the Bishop sold the property to

There was no redress.
The same demand was then made upon

The

in serving othes, I do not laok upou niy- | of s?ver:ﬂ of 1 f.orms‘ ':1‘11{1 i-nt-mrlm-.tn_)ry
self ag conferﬁlg favors; but as paying | ]mrtton‘of the _m‘ly serviee is due to hrnn.
debts. In my tnvels, and since my settle- | Accordm.g to th hrsfr..b_uul( of BEdward VI,
ment, I have reeived mach kinduess from | 'tl‘lat seryice be in with the Lord’s Prayer.q
men, to whom I§ hall never have any op- | The foreign ]:{gorgmrs cmlsulted,*-re:cmn-
portunity of mak%g the least direct reburn; Mended the irfertion of BOIRO P“‘-"I"“"_“*"‘”Y
and numberless ircies from God, who is | forms; and heme the origin of the Sen-
infinitely above | tences, the I}xhﬂm'l-atmn, the Confession; and
services. These kndnesses from men, I | the Absolutiong These elements were bor-
can therefore onlfiretarn on their fellow | rowed, not from any ancient furmlj.lary, but
men ; and can alsolshow my gratitude for | f:mn a ritual grawn up by Calvin for 1““3
these mereies fron ?‘}Ud, bf readiness to . -(rh[]]'.'(,'ll at Sl-[‘?;l-’sl‘\ll'gll.f ‘Tlhl?j' “'ﬁ:'ﬁ"I‘E LEE&(‘II
help his other ehildtn, and my brethren. ™M great part,” fiys an T.'Jl}is(‘,(}[li}lﬂl] writer,
For I do not think #ht thanks and comphi- “from a Liturgy composed by Calvin. The

ang benefitted by our

people.
Bishop granted them fifteen days to con-
sider, but before the time expired, ex-
communicated the whole colony. But this
Bishop was soon after removed, and another
sent in his place. At fiest a reconciliation
appeared practicable, and terms of submis-
sion were agreed upom. But the Bishop
presently revoked his ternis, and command-
ed Chiniquy to promise for the future to
obey him in all things whatsoever, without

i

Tarpeian maid beneath the bracelets and
shields of the Sabines.
the belles lettres department in our colleges
shall no longer be content with the mere
ropedancing of rhetoric, but that it shall
unfold all the powers of the English tongue.
Nor will its claims be finally cancelled until
English scholarship shall take precedence

It may insist that

n our.schools of learning, and the English

professor not be the least among his breth-

questioning or argument.
Father Chiniquy replied nobly, My

ments, though repe@ed weekly, ean dis-| Len Qﬂmmm’d‘{@nts were ‘aiso 1'"“-'Udf‘c“d
charge our real obligtions to each other, |into the commuion service, probably from
and much less those iour Creator. | the same SUUECEE i
You will see'in this my notions of eood | :
ks—that I {: fy A v to ! * Melancthon and Bueer were indeed the suthors of
T am lag from expecuing 0 | ;. jneonsidorable pertion of the Anglican forws. Ia
merit Heaven by thep. By Heaven, we | 1543, those Reformurs drew up a E}'Btﬁm of rrlni:triue
: TR fte ip | snd worship for thelProtestant Archbishop of Co ugne.
Baderstandro; it Of YL infinite in L'ais they did at the solicitation of Hermay, *that pi-
degree and eternal in diration. I can do | gus Gonfessor, Tate Blevtor. and Archbishcp of Colen,
Hﬂthil’lg‘ to deserve suchhiawards. 1le that, | :\'!w, i’nl'f:ui;]:;i}‘ingﬂti the l:'rntes;lﬁ{t 1'&]1,9,;:11, ﬁll-Lﬁt(lft-
ivi s flh e R ing on fout the Rdvrmation of his country, wa L de-
for giving-a draught Of‘i vater t'_() & llllI‘c‘.»__Y | prived by the Pope uud Emperor.” (StRYPR, Eccl.
person, shonld e.\'pect dﬁ )lantntmn, would | Mum., Eiw, VI.) The work which‘tlu-y_t.h'lu preparad,
be modest in his demans, compared with | Was published in Litin, at Bomn, in 1545, uuder the
those who think t.hey debieve Maaven for tlrlle.t";}'_usga”H-;n%r.-un;'r‘.i_rdu-pfa{aIt”,ul{run;;m_.}\ ‘.;f:;:
3 22 | ples et Pra Deliheratiy et Christiani in Ferbo Dei fune
the little good T.h(’-}' do Dlllla!'t.]i. Even the | Ja‘f;i'r»r:nfxtafx“’l A} tr’nuslutiuu er}iiiyllhthfllﬁ{:l_ a\‘r: London,
3 i o Rx s o | 1647, entitled “Reformation of Duectrine,”’ &e.
mixt, imperfect pleasunsh-e enjoy in this | “pint Littgy of Oologhie wha In 'the hinds of the
world, are rather from Gods go(}l.iﬂ?&ﬁ. than | Fuglish Reformers when they were engaged upon th‘r:
our merit.; how much mora. sueh llﬂrppinpss | Bouk of Common Prayer; and “from this Liturgy,
H aee) ] 5 E " | suys Arehbishop Laurenee, “our uffices bear evident
i . l.'a\’t-lll.. E(ird ey }’Jai‘ I have not the marke of having been freely borrowed—liberally imi
vauiby to thin eserve 1

1t

‘T'hese sre not ilke only traces of the Cologne Li-
turgy to be met with in the Anglican Prayer Book:
phainly showiog e whitt estimation that formulury was
held by the compilers. and what frequent refurence
they had to its excellent serviges.

t Rev. br, Burner, The Comanon Prayer-Book Tn-
terpretid, p. Hli. .

f Kunoz had already heen appointed one of the chep-
lains of Edward VI —STRYPE'S Crammer, 202.

§ M'Criu's Life of Knox, pp. 67-8.

|| STRYPE'S Cranmer, 273, ’

4 Liturgies of King Edward FI., Parker Boeiety,

the folly fo ex- | tating, but n"t servilely ;-.np}'iu_:g 2 (On the XXXIX
1 s AEAT | Articles, &g., pp. 377-8. i
pect it, nor the_ amblt.u?n _1‘ des‘le ”"’_ but | From Bueer and Melancthon’s Liturgy, the Baptis-
content myself in S‘-‘bmltt“'_ to the will Of! mal offices of the Praver-Book are substantially taken,
that God who made me, wh§ has hitherto | In the Commuaion service, the Confession of H'll::t the
, red d bl d i ) | Absoltition dnd suceeeding sentences, and the Thanks-
PEE AT G essed me, dnd in whose giving in the Post-Connunion serviee, are of similar
fatherly goodness T may well confile. that | origin—WarTeR's Teaching of the Prager-Book, 104.
1 . : : < an | (Fheseeund of the Exhortationsis cxtruutm% h-uu_] 8
he will nev o uaa,ke ,me misersble ; and L.hat work of the Reforwer, Peter Martyr. Ses Liturgical
even the affliction that I maylat avy time | Serviees, &o., Parker Boeiety, p. 186, nofe.) Nearly
suﬂ'er, shall tend to my benet Tha faith | the whole of the form of Solemnization of Matrimouy
1 h A Iv i i1 the will be found in the Colonial Ritual; and a large por-
Yote Wanuiolies ci.:luihll Y 11:1" ]‘:Ee. ]'_" the | tion of the Order tor the Burial of the Dead. The
world: I do not desire to sce 15 diminithed, anthem, “0O LoLp Gop, most holy,” &e . is from Lu-
nor would I endeavor to lessiy i in any | ther. Bee Archbishop Lawrence, 351,
man. But T wish it was mm-e\F)m-Im;iv-.-
of good works, than I have geiérally ®eu

it: 1 mean real good works—wo'ks of kind-
ness, charity, merey, and public spirit; not
holliday-keeping, sermon readiny, or Hear-
ing; performing church ceremonies, or na-
king long prayers, filled with flatieries ard
compliments, despised even by wise mer,

p. 73.

These Reformers were Peter Martyr and Mar-

and reading of sermons may be useful ; but,
if men rest in hearing and praying, as too
many do, it is as if a tree should value iR:,elf
on being watered and putting forth leaves,
though it never produced any fruit.

Your great master thought much less of
these outward appearances and professions,
than many modern disciples. He preferred

patronage.—Houston ( Texas) Telegraph.

the doers of the word, to the mere hearers;
e af 11 AHn9T

901 8 gl I

tin Bucer, who were then in England. Suort's Hist.
L of the Church of England, p. 281, 5
| T La Forme des Prierss et Chants Ecclestastiques.
Strasbourg, 1545, Bvo. Bee a Notice sur la Vie el les
Ourrages de Calpin.in the third yolume of La FRANCE
ProTEsTANTE: Paris, 1853,
| £ The Common Prayer-Book Interpreted, p. 55. The
Response after the Ten Commandwments 18 taken from
Follanus. who translated the Strasburgh Liturgy, and
piblished it at London in1556. See Archbishop Lau-
RENCE'S Sermons on the Thirty-nine Articles, p. 209;

such an act of submission.
me, if you think proper.”
Taking his leave, he went to hix room and
fell upon his knees, and poured cut his cries
and tears unto God. He then opened the
Bible, which was his constant companion,
and the first verse his eye fell upon was 1
Cor. 7t 23, “ye are bought with a price; be
ye not the servants of men.” ;
Thanking God for this precious Word, he
rose from his knees and returned to his pa-
rish of St. Anne. Having assembled his
people, he related all that took place inthe
interview between him and the Bishop, and
desired that if any disapproved of his
course, they would rise. No one arose. He
then requested all who desired to sustain
and walk with him, in making the BiBLE
theiv ouly guide, torise. Immediately the
whole congregation were on their feet at
onee.

As soon as this bold step was known,
there came another visitation from the
Bishop. Father Chiniquy assembled 4000
of his people to meet him, and requ‘ested
them to hear the Bishop fairly, and to judge
impartially between them. They did so,
and listened to a most outrageous tirade
against their pastor and themselves, with
hardly suoppressed resentment. In token
of the stand they intended to make upon
their rights in a free country, they.had
hoisted npon their chureh the flag of the

|

and meekly said, that as he had said so many
things against himself and his congregation,
he would surely hear a few words in reply.

and much less capable of pleasing the Deity: | 1841, CarpweLrL's Two Liturgies of Edward VI. “Not a word, sir,” said the Bishop. “Not
The worship of God is a duty, and hearing| * Bisior BROWNELL'S Comm. on the Prayer-Book, | 5 svord, sir—sit down!?

At this point, the people could be re-
strained nolonger. Perfectly maddened as
they were, the wretched prelate’s life was in
the greatest peril, for a few minutes. But
the entreaties of the pastor at len

Father Chiniquy had providently engaged

| anl STRYPE'S Eccl, Mem. Edw, VL., b, i. ¢, 29.

safety, leaving ten thousand Roman Catho-

y
1 I}

ath pre-
vailed, and by the aid of the Sheriff, whom

for the occasion, the Bishop was got off 1n|

ren of the gown.

The English deserves cultivation, as the

nounces'the coming of their Imperial Ma-

Jesties, and the angust appearance is ac-

knowledged with greater demonstrations of

respect than is awarded by the worshippers

to the Lord of heaven and of earth. Ex-

quisite music and a short sermon bring the

ceremony to a satisfactory eloge. The Em-

peror was, it is said, present during the
preaching of the whole series of sermons.
In one of them, the father using & naval
simile, observes ‘that, as in a fleet every
ship making for port has a captain with
power reposed in him, but who must obey
the signals of direction thither given by the
admiral’s vessel, so every king and empe-
ror, pilot as each may be at his own helm,
must (if he would not cut a sorry figure be-
fore a naval courtmartial) obey the signals
for sailing hoisted out to him occasionally
by the great Admiral who sails in St. Pe-
ter’s bark!” Tather Ventura solemnly as-
sured the Emperor that, unless he took his
orders from the good old Admiral at Rome,
his ship was not worth insurance! Napo-

Lord, there is but one God in heaven or on | language of the great Anglo-Saxon race and
the earth, and to him alone will I make | the portraiture of their sonl. In all historic
lxcommunicate | times some one nation or race has taken
the lead in human affairs.

Thus was it
from the day of Alexander to the period
when, after a thousand years of strife, ig-
norance and barbarism, which, like a broad,
dark belt, divide ancient from modern his-
tory, the Anglo-Saxon race emerged to
guide the destinies of mankind for centu-
ries to come.

It is no new truth, said the lecturer, that
the *heart of a people is its mother tongue.”
The whole image of a race is reflected in
its tones and words. Who can fail to dis-
cover the imaginative, acute and witty
Greek, in the flxible and polished dialect
of Attica? Or the hardy and haughty Ro-
man, in the sound of his stately Latin?
Or the proud and courtly hidalgo, in the
dignified and sonorous Spanish? Or the
volatile and chatty Gaul, in the curt and
sprightly French? Or the craven and vo-
luptuous Italian, in his
“goft, bastard Latin,

‘Which melts like kisses from a femsle mouth?”

So the English, with its strong aspirate,
its open vowels, its close consonants, its ar-
my of monosyllables, its straight-forward
idioms, represents a race bold, daring and
abrupt, full of enterprise, driving on to its
aim with an out-bursting energy which no
obstacles can bind.

As a monument of history, an avenue of

| philosophy and a mine of poetry, the In-

United States! After the Bishop had ended | glish tongue has especial value. ~ The man- |
his insolent harangue, Father Chiniquy rose;

ner in which the history ot the Anglo-Saxon
race is embalmed in our language, like the
histery of creation in the rocks, the speaker

liarly his own.
Saxon words in array before his hearers,
and as. the lapidary handles a jewel and
shows its lights, he pointed out the history,
the imagery, the poem condensed in each,
and illustrated the wealth of thought that
can bé'obtained by a critical study of our
mothér tongue.” Tn'this part/of his subject
e showed thevast snperiority of the English
| over.

[ llf '

pofl dsd W $itoso eldsil yonni

illustrated with a clearness and a felicity of
expression and a wealth of ornament pecu-
He ‘brought up the old

ancient and modern. languages; in; the.

leon the Third smiled—very nearly ; and at
the end of that very instruetive sermon,
asked the preacher to luncheon.”

Solecism 1u Mauners,

—

There are few things more disagreeable
than to be kept waiting in a drawing room
or library, when you have come to pay a
visit to the lady of the honse. To be kept
waiting indicates either that your call is in-
trusive, the lady is not acquainted with the
rules of good breeding, that you are upon
such an intimate footing that any liberty
may be taken with you, or that an elaborate
array is ahsolutely essential to the hostess
being at all presentable. Thisevil prevails
to a disagreeable extent, and its prevalence
manifests a degree of carelessnass in do-
mestic dress which is worthy of all repre-
hension. It is presumed that a lady is al-
ways neat, and devives no additional suecor
from the circnmstances of the toilet. She
should, therefore, on the announcement of
the presence of visitorsin the drawing room,
hasten to receive them in the same attire in
which she appears in her family cirele, and
by the readiness of her veception evince its
cordiality and welcome. - A delay of a
quarter of an honr should® be taken as a
tacit hint that a vepetition of the call will
be construed into a. decided aud most une-
quivecal affront,

——————— e x
“Do you profess religion?”’  Noy sir; T
profess my faith, and practice my religion.”

Infants count by minutes; children by
days; men by revolations of ages; uations
by revolutions of systems; the Kternal me-
diates in a perpetual present. :

The perfume; of a thousand roses soon
dies, but the pain caused by ong of their
thorng remains, long after: a saddened re-
membrance in the midst of mirth is liks
that thorn among the roges;

" He that puts'a Bivie 1uwo the hands f 2
child, gives h’im_'mlt_:pé than a kingdo for
it gives him a key to the kiogdom o’ Lea-
ij’\_fepFT;?'Dr?.__Br{c_fﬁa}a‘c;ii'. .
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- — . e :
‘) z\\,,\li‘r, who ean give the best refer-
ences as to her qualifications to teach the
English branches, desires a situation. Ap-
ply to the editors of the Central Presby-
terian.

WaAT 18 To BE DONE?—We insert the
communication of our correspondent .,
without endorsing all of the views he advo-

gestions which can be made as to the best
means of supplying our wide destitutions.

Cavr AccepTED.—Says the Newark (N.
J.) Duily Advertiser, the call recently ex-
Edward P. Terhune, of
Charlotte Court House, Va., a graduate of
the Theological Seminary at New Brups-

tended to Rev.

of this city, has been accepted. He will

be installed and enter upon his duties in |

February. Mr. T. is well known to many of
our citizens as a very estimable young man,
and will make a worthy suceessor to Rev.
Dr. Scott, and a fine ornament to the pulpit
of this city.

Mr. Terhune's removal will occasion great
regret to his numerous friends in Charlotte,
where he has been highly prized for his abi-
lity as a preacher and diligence as a pastor;

AN.

THE CEN

TRAL PESBY TERI

| DRIFTING.

—

The Yittle high+ Church Journal,” of New |
| York, ia one of the most refreshing of our
exchanges. Its self conceit is 30 intense as
to render it harmlessly amusing. and one
| no more _thinks. of being irritated, or of-| tices; ¢ Thisgs amove in the Fight wasfan
fended at its vanity, than one would be at the | ;¢ 4.y ultimately tell.” :

antics of a deranged man, who fancying|

another drift, a notice of which we copy fo
its consideration:

sand vestrymen of London have met i

for a palace, should issne his edicts, and
| ape the airs of royalty. The Church Jour-
nal, each of whose weekly issues ordinarily |

FIELD,

containg one Jong and demented editorial, | gauntlet this week. From the right an

it twaddles about the manuer in which it|though its blow i3 only a puff of wind. 1
!imaginm all “the sects” are now doing un-|the very act of rebuking us for publishin
| willing and unconscious homage to what it an incident tuo trivial for the columns of a

it of which the Journal is the organ.

coming absorBed by this. And in support tacks upon us.

of this pleasant delusion it wildly asserts;

| 1st. That other churches are now begin-|
| ning to acknowledge that Episcopalians are
| Evangelical Christians,
abandon *‘the only ground on which separa-
tion from them is justifiable;” forgetting
that the Calvinistic Reformers of Scotland,
France, and other countries, assisted in the|
organization of the Church of England, and |
held the most fraternal intercourse with it

to a lady who was without one.
pendent takes it for granted that thes

“Tre Cuvrch or Exaraxp.—Fourthou

council, and deelared their determination io
have their church purified of every thing
which sanctions popish doctrines and prac-

himself a King, and mistaking his asylum ETHE INDEPENDENT ON CHESTER-

The Central Presbyterian is running the

last week expended itself in a flighty disser-  the left the blows fall. The New York In-

me | tation about drifting.. In an imbecile way | dependent, among others, makes an assault,
cates—in the hope of eliciting all the sug- |

calls “THE CHURCR'—by which it means| orthodox paper, the Independent produces
that small but highly respectable denomi-|an Editorial so filled with flippancy, folly,
nation of Christians in this country, known |and wretched attempts at wit, as to be un-
| as Episcopalians, or rather the fragment of | worthy of an answer, and we refer to it now
: ]t,;rather for the purpose of saying a word
wick, by the First Reformed Datch church [f&nmes that all other denominations are be-|about its other, and hitherto unnoticed at-

The *‘incident” just alluded to is this.
The Independent professes to find in the
Bible Record an extract from some corres-
and in so doing theylp""d‘*“ t's letter in this paper, commending
the civility of two Presbyterian ministers
| ona Western railroad train; one of whom
songht the owner of a glove which he had
found, while the other surrendered his seat
The Inde-

that we should regret an exclusiveness
which such men as Andrew Fuller and Ro-
bert Hall deplored? It is a mystery that
when Spurgeon, in commenting on the words,
“who separate themselves,” charges his
close communion brethren with the commis-
sion of that fanlt, and so with a schism which
mars the beauty of the visible church, that
we should regret it also?

If, however, we have thought to **attract” 1

. A LETTER.

Rev. and Dear Sir:—I haen aread-
v | er of your paper for two year snbserib-
er for that length of time. Q& number
of articles have appeared ring upon
the denomination to whichelong. I
d | have read them all, I think am jet a
Baptist. Probably youmay I deserve
no eredit for holding out; so it is, I
have held out, and feel now,iis present
writing, like holding out in ld faith, a
long time to come. :

Yet, strange as it may ar to you, ¢
have no opin%uns of my jomm th?z par- indeed a strange device tf’ adopt. If at
d | ticular matters in dispute. umbly con-|any time we have spoken in terms of se-
ceive I have no right to anynions about | varity, it has been in the rebuke of misre-
a plain thus S”,ith the LorJust as the presentations and aggressions which all fair
v cm;ro:i: of Liatmu;::y n;:_:s: EIH:LS: ltll::;: and magnanimous men in the Baptist church
g| oo R tself, should unite with usin condemning.

possible or the other is exent. If the G :
D | plain unglossed narrative I me into the Doutless our esteemed friend was pained

water, I must go. If I fine immediate | and mortified when he read the recent ac-

disciples of the Saviour exbd to be bap-| count, to be found in any paper, of the |
tized the same hour of theht or day, v | oatment the Rev. Dr. Steadman, of Mem- |
which they believed, and t before any phis, received from a Baptist minister who |

mention is made of the Sup, I am bound sl -
to conclude that baptism I:;dcrl commu- | had been invited to occupy the pulpit O.f 'the
We are in a position

nion; and if baptism preel communion | Presbyterian church. 1
with them, we think we are the safe side | yhere we fiequently hear of the contumeli-
at least, in letting baptismeede commu-| o s aatmoent our ministers receive, and of

nion with us. the unjnst assaults made upon our church.

Now, because in our siwity, we feel it : j i
incumbent on us to take \\‘?(‘er just as While these continue we will not cease to
; our hope is that in the

it stands, it does scem harat you should |rebuke them, and
arraign us at the bar of pic opinion for|pale of that denomination there are many
high crimes and wisdemors. We un-|, o0 of the refined sense of propriety, and
church the whole Pedobat world, past. chivalrous devotion to all that is fair, and

yresent and to come, is a > argument of o :
: = right, and Christian, which have always

yours. You compare us floman Catho- . : A
lics. You charge us with or things, whieh | characterized our friend, who will not only

common, essential,
Does not the absere of them place a very | pit. The impotent, beggarly, confused un-
black mark on any:an’s piety? The church | derstanding should not undertake to teach
therefore, in -judgg & candidate’s fitness other minds. And the very noblest capa-
to be called, will } influenced by his pos- | cities are desirable, and will find ample
sessing this kindf desire, just as they |scope in this glorious work. But nothing
will by his possesng & healthy piety ; and | more than respectable good sense and jast-
for the same reons.
our “Form of Geernment” very properly |fulness in the ministry as should decide
 requires the candate for ordination to an- | any pious heart, if that mind is used to the
swer, yes; to thiguestion:

our Baptist brethren to us by showering | you know your on heart, to seek the office

opon them “oppobrios et it wa| o he oy iy o o to G, |

gospel of his so?”

all true Christians ? | that Christ has po use for fools in the pul-

Hence it is that | ness of mind is requisite to secure such use-

best advantage. Let the Aeart be warmed
«.” Have youbeen induced, as far as|and ennobled with Christian love; the good
common mind will be expanded and invigo-
‘ rated, and a conscientious diligence will
give it an indefinite and constant improve-
ment. Love and labor will make the small
mind great. The late memoir of Dr. Da-
niel Baker contains an instructive testimony
on this point. Ilis emergy and success in
the gospel led some to remark, how eminent
he might have been in worldly pursuits;
what a millionaire, if a merchant ; how elo-
quent, if a lawyer; how popular, if a states-
man! DBut his Biographer, who is his own
opportunitieio do a certain laborious work gson, says: Noj it was his religion that was
for his glon feels himself sinfully reluc- his strength: grace alone made him great.
tant to it, brause of a selfish and coward- |Blessed be God; th> church has often found
ly fear of j toils and self-denials, or be- that plain talents, faithfully improved for
cause of ifalse and wicked shame, or |God, by love and zeal, have accomplished
because apition and covetousness rather | the largest good. Let the young Christian
impel hingo a different calling ; he may | then judge his own qualification by these
therefore /elude that he is exempt from | truths. Tt is clear that, in the general, the
all obligaons to it 7 Nay verily. It is that | church must always expect to find her mi-
man's duf to repent immediately of this | nisters precisely among those who honestly
his relucmce, and to erucify it: for it is | appraise their talents moderately. For who
six. He can a man be, what every Chris- | would like to see the young Christian come
tian oug to be, except he earnestly desire | forward, and say : *‘that he felt called to
God’s gty in the salvation of souls? But | preach becausehe considered himself'so smart!
the mipter can usually do more, cacteris | The scholarship which the Presbyterian
paribugfor this cause, than the layman : | church considers necessary for the minister,
%o thatvery true Christian on the earth, may be seen described in our “Form of

But how footh and mischievous is the
perversion of t8 Secriptural truth, to ar-

ue, as some he seemed to do; that there-
fore, if a yout Christian does not feel an
abiding and pong desire for this special
work, he oug’ to conclude that he is not
called? Is so forsooth; that, if a man,
to whom Go¢has given the capacities and 1

e | made me shudder to read Ve are bigots. | unite with us, in rebuking but who will suc-

and where his labors have resunlted in the
addition of so many members to the church.

MINUTES OF THE VA. SYNOD.

in older and more experienced Protesta
churches, holding similar doetrines.

in the days of its infancy, as was becoming

The 2nd, halucination of the Church
Journal relates to architecture, and it avers

ministers were Old School, wonders whether
a layman, or a Baptist or Methodist preach-
er could have been so polite, and makes
other surmises quite as smart and satirical.
The correspondent stated that one of the

positions which lead to frigul conclusions.
And why are we all this? :cause we con-
sider baptism the immersi of a believer
in water, and likewise a prquisite to com-
munion. This is the whcextent of our

nt

We are faulty in our logind we assume| o4 in repressing, the evils of which we

complain.

HamppeN Sipxey Macazixe—We
are gratified at the reception of the first

youngind old, male and female, ought | Government.” To the acquisition of this,
to feevith reference to the work of preach- | any sound mind is adequate, with diligence
ing, tit he wonld be glad to preach, if | aud perseverance. Such is the provision
God »rmitted him. Away with the no-|which is made for aiding the needy; no
tion,nat the young man is not cal}ed.to | Christian, except those too far advanced in
reg, unless he hath fullen in love with |life, or precluded by other clut-les_ can plead
thispecial work, in some senseless and un- | inability to acquire it. And if there be
acantable manner, as though pierced with | difficulties or hardships in the way, it may

We are informed by the Stated Clerk of

courteous Clergymen had “a mild and intel- | offending—nothing more.

number of this handsomely printed periodi-

that becanse now Presbyterians, Baptists

Synod, that the delay of sending the Mi-
nutes to the press, has been caused by not
receiving earlier a full list of the elders of
The Minutes are now in the
hands of the printer, and will soon be ready

the churches. ecclesiastical harbor.

far fetched?

Was ever any thir
more

and Methodists, frequently build Gothie
churches, they imitate Episcopalians in so
doing, and are therefore drifting into their

In all your animadversiy upon us, our
principles and practice, th ever appears
one great mystery to my ad. It is this:
How you can desire comnion with the
sort of people your argunts make us out
to be. To read your Phibics against the

ligent countenance’—at which the Inde-
pendent becomes suddenly so nauseated
that it can only find relief in ejecting its
gorge upon the Central Presbyterian. With

& | mouth still unwashed, it proceeds to talk of

cal. We have only time now to acknowledge
its arrival, intending hereafter to notice it
more fully.

The Editors acknowledge the receipt of

for distribution.

THE CAURCH IN THE WILDER-
NESS,~Rev, xii,

There has been a very general concur-
rence among the interpreters of prophecy

The Gothic style of
church building was old before the Church |
of England was born; and it would be more
rational to argue that the denominations
allnded to are drifting towards Romanism
than Episcopacy, if the occasional prefer-
ence for the Gothic order is any indication

iteness.
Now we do not remember ever to hav

Chesterfield; and makes a fresh dis-
play of its vulgarity in a leeture on po-

seen the extract which so exercised the In-
dependent, but if it did appear in our co-

Baptists, one would supse they were the following sums, viz:

thdnvisible arrow of some spiritual Eros, | be the will of God that he should manfully
opjupid! It is nonsense, it is wickedness. | surmount them, for His sake.

T: Holy Spirit is a rational being, the _Bl' Once more; the iucurable stammerer,
b is a rational book, and every christian | the man of totally diseased throat, the man
cotion which He produces in the human | who cannot acqnire the capacity of speak-
ul by applying Bible truth, is produced |ing in public without a slowness, rudeness,
scording to the laws of the human under- | confusion, or hesitation, painful to the

For Domestic Missions, _
From Mrs. Mary G. Braxton,
Do., from Rock Spring church,
Washington eounty, D
Do., from S. P. C., Albemarle, 10
¥or Va. Bible Society,

To constitute Miss Elizabeth Ran-

searcely worthy to sit da to any Chris-
tian table. Certainly yovould derive no
benefit from the contact. jut you may re-
e | ply, that your object is tbeneflt us—im-
prove and elevate your luded brethren
by association and commion. Strange
device you adopt, howevero attract us to-

$5 00

in the opinion that the true church of Christ | of the course of the current.

is represented under the symbol of the wo-

man who fled from the great red dragon | about singing, and organs.
into the wilderness “where she hath a place i
prepared of God, thal they should feed her |
there a thousand two hundred and three |
score days”—(v. G.) And as in symbolic |not remember that
language, a day represents a year, the time
is thus indicated, during which she has to
be subject to the varied persecutions of her
great enemy. If this be the troe interpre-
tation of the symbol, it is apparent that for
the long period of 1260 yeara the trne—
the spiritual church of Christ was to be
withdrawn, as in a wilderness, from public

observation.

v 1
gether,

London preached, the Mayor, and Alde
And if there be no special
record of her organization and of her con-
flicts, it is in unison with the description Ilrh'i‘ common practice of the reformed church
which God has given of bis own people
01
the church under the old dispensation when |
its defection was the greatest, it is said that |

when he calls them his “hidden ones.” in by the Exiles.”

until the reign of Elizabeth, so that the im
there was even then *“a remnant according
And in like
manner the church of which **the woman' |

to the election of grace.” of the continent having set the example.

was the symbol, may have been only a rem- ! prayer.

nant—very few in numbers compared with

3d. The infatnated Journal next drivels
It thinks the
other denominations are imitating Episco-
palians in ¢hurch musie, and hence drifting’
toward that sect, because the Journal does
the old Chronicler
Strype in his annals (A. D. 1550) declares,
“This month began the new service at St.
Antholins in London—the bell ringing at
S—when a Psalm was sung o/ter the Geneva
fashion—all the congregation singing to-
And again in the same year
Strype writes, “this morning the Bishop of

man, and a great auditory present; and
after the sermon, 8 psalm was sung after

| @broad ,”—*the eustom having been brought
Congregational singing

was not common in the Episcopal churches

| tation was theirs—the Calvinistic churches

4th. The daft Journal next prates about
It says, “*volume after volume has

lumns it was certainly a very harmless
paragraph; but the Independent seizes upon
it, glad of any pretext for an assault upon
a Southern paper. 1t has never lost any
| opportunity of offering an indignity to the
Central Presbyterian, though we have sel-
dom noticed its misrepresentations, simply
because it is a sheet wholly destitute not
only of maguanimity but of common hones-
ty, and when convicted of an error it never |
retracts, never makes the amende honorable,
for the very obvious reason that it has no
sense of honor, and consequently when de-
tected in any meanness it is not capable of |
any emotion of ghame. '.

wards you, by showeringpprobrious epi-
thets upon us.

Now, I have noe claimpon you to pub-
lish these few lines, which have written—
not in malice, nor even irnger, but in all
soberness and quiet belief the truth. If,
however, it should seem gd in your sight,
to lay them before youreaders, it will
gratify and oblige me bo: "2

REMARKS

It gives us pleasure to atify and oblige
our correspondent. Andn so doing we
will use the freedom weh a cherished
friendship of long standg warrants—(a
friendship which no dencinational differ-
ence bas ever weakened,d which we trust
will continue through life,nd be perpetuat-
ed in heaven)—in commeing on some por-

r-
Several times it has asserted that the

Southern press was under a despotism as
absolute as that of Austria, and therefore | tions of his letter.
afraid to utter any sentiment which might| We do not wonder thanene of our arti-
conflict with public ¢pinion; and when we | cles have converted him {the Predobaptist
have given fearless expression to the very |faith. A man who kzowshat he is right is
opinions which the Independent declared we | not the best subject for coviction.
dared not utter, it has never in a single in- | claims having any opini¢ on the subject,
stance had the candor or the justice to make | not having even a righ to any opinion
any retraction of its refuted charges. Such | about a plain thus saithhe Lord.
a course however is natural to such a print,
and excites no surprise; it would require

8

-

water he must go. But iter all our friend

He dis-

1f the

scripture leads him into je water, into the

dolph Braxton a life member, 30 /
COMMUNICATIONS.
For the Central Preshyterian,

Call to tﬁiniatry.

NO.Il.

4. The Seriptures which define the eces-,
sary qualifications of the minister nYy .be
digested, in substance, into the foowing
particulars. He must have a heay and
healthy piety, & foir reputation for hness of
lite, a respectable force of charact, some
hristian experience, and aptness | fff&f‘»’f-
Let us repeat the remark, that thse parti-
culars are given by the HMoly Srit as a

L:anding: it is a reasonable emotion, | hearers,is not called to preach. l:‘uh]ic
ywompted by reasonable and intelligent | speaking is the most prominent function gf
views of truth. the pastor. But there is scarcely any quali-
If we regard the Scriptures, we cer- |fication about which young Christians are
tainly find there, very little support for the | more apt to reason delusively. The pro-
necessity of this unaccountable desire. In | mise of fluency in early mankind is no guf-
the 3d and 4th chapters of Exodus, we read | ficient proof of fitness for the pulpit; and
that Moses, when commissioned by God to | the lack of it at that season is no evidence
become the prophet of Israel, displayed his | whatever of unfitness. Experience shows,
reluctance by so many excuses that the|that many who early win the reputation of
divine wrath was excited. Jeremiah (i:|:the college orator,” in actual life sink into
6 and 20: 9.) similarly deprecated the | obscurity ; and many who go through col-
sacred charge. Jonah sought to flee the | lege without a particle of reputation for
work ; at what cost, the reader knows. And | fluency, become afterwards famous as effec-
Paul says, 1 Cor. ix: 16: “Though [ {tive speakers. And let the l't’ﬂ‘flel" remem-
preuch the gospel, I have nothing to glory | ber, that a minister may be effective with-
of : for necessity is laid upon me ; yea woe | out being melodious, polished, or graceful.
is unto me if I preach not the gospel.” He | No young man, whose vocal organs are not
folt that he could claim no credit, because | fatally maimed, is entitled to conelude, be-
he dared not exercise any option concerning | cause he_is now unskilled, that he cannot
the ministry ; but was impelled by the aw- ileurn to ¥peak to edification. On the con-
ful conviction that he could only evade this | trary lLe should conclude that he can learn
duty at the peril of his soul. to speak, no matter what his present diffi-
If therefore, the young Christian does | culty, if only he will endeavor a:}d perse-
not feel this Seriptural desire to glorify God | vere. Such is the emphatic testimony of
by saving souls, so that he _wrmld be glad | Lord Chesterfield to his son; and he de-
to do it by preaching if he might, he ought | clares that bis own eloquence (of no mean
not indeed to thrust himself into the minis- | fame in his day) was wholly the result of

rule by which the churchis to jude in call-
ing, as well as the candidate in ¢eying the
call. And let us remark also, witemphasis,
once for all, that the young Cristian, iw
concluding whether he possess tese quali-
fications, should attach much yight to the
opinion of judicious, Christiagriends, yea
even more than to his own ; ecause men
are often more in the dark,y reason of
self-love, concerning their on characters,
than their acquaintances.

The first requisite is piets

try like a slave going to a hated task. But | his perseverance. There was a candidate
he ought immediately to suspect himself of | for the ministryin the Presbyterian church,
some miost unchristian influence of selfish- | who even after he commenced his Semina-
| ness, indolence, vasity, ambition or avarice; | ry course, stammered painfully. But he
| he ought immediately to erucify these base | resolved, by God’s help to conquer the ?b-
feclings at the foot of his Saviour’s cross; | stacle; and he is now a most fluent and im-
ke ought never to rest, till his heart is in | pressive extempore preacher. There isa
such a frame that the desire to do good (in | most mischievous mistake as to the nature
any way God may point out) is his ruling ! of good speaking. It is but unaffected,
passion, and he ought to do all this, wholly ' seri

' serious, perspicuous talking. Thatwhich is

All Protes- | irrespectively of his finding his way into the | simplestis best. That language which pre-

Tor while his heart is in

appeared of non-Episcopal liturgies, and

some display of generosity or candor to

tants are agreed, that it is reposterous to | ministry or not.

sents the idea with the most transparent

the vast multitudes who had publiely pro-
fessed the name of Christ.

Now as the church of Rome contends
that she has never apostatized, it becomes
a question, when and where has been her
wilderness state? If she says that it was
during the Pagan persecutions which pre-
ceded the days of Constantine, there is this
difficulty in the way. These persecutions
did not continue a third of the 1260 years
during which the great red dragon is repre-
gented as the persecutor of the woman,
And there is this further difficulty, for Rome
contends that she has been semper et ubique
idem—always, and every where the same.
None has ever come out of her, or testified
against her, without incurring her anathe-
ma. And her anathema has often been
very terrible, In this respect the symbol of
the great red dragon applies to her with
no less pertinence and force than she ap-
plies it to the Pagan persecutors of the
primitive church. Her boasting then of an
unbroken succession from the first planting
of the Christian church to the present day
is evidence that she is not symbolized by
that ‘great wonder in heaven, a woman
clothed with the sun, and the moon under
her feet, upon her head a crown of twelve

forms of public worship, * * # good in pro-

portion as they had been borrowed from
the church's (Episcopal) Book of Common
Prayer.” In all these points the ‘“*church-
ward drift is too plain to be mistaken.”
But the Journal conveniently forgets that
the Presbyterian church of Scotland used a
liturgy before the completion of the Prayer-
book of the Church of England.  Also that
the Liturgy of Cologne was in the hands of
the English Reformers when they were
engaged upon the book of Common Prayer,
“and from this Liturgy,” says Archbishop
Laurence, “our offices bear evident marks
of having been freely borrowed.” “Nearly
the whole of the form for the solemnization
of marriage” says the same Archbishop,
“will be found in Colonial Ritual, and a
large portion of the order for the burial of
the dead.” When that sturdy old Presby-
terian, John Knox visited England in 1551,
he was invited to assist in the revision of
the prayer-book. Calvin too was consult-
ed, and he is the aunthor of several of its
forms.

Should Presbyterians return to a ritual,

of which there is no probability, it would
not be an imitation of Episcopacy, but a re-

stars,” which John in vision saw—and which |
had to fly into the wilderness from the '
fierceness and wrath of the ved dragon |
where she remained “a time and times and

a half a time.” If this be the true inter- |
pretation of the symbol, the boasted succes-
sor of the church of Rome is worth just no-
thing at all. For the succession was broken
when the apostacy began, Therefore the
only succession worth any thing is that
which in all ages has held firmly to the truth

gravitation, of the whole religious movement in
| this country.
' own peculiar branch of the Episcopal family,
| then the force of faney can no further go.
{ The Journal with bewildered vision gees the
planets revolving around a mole hill!

vival of their own ancient practice.

The eccentric Journal completes its light-
headed composition by asserting with an air
of apparent earnestness that the *“church is
the real focal point—rhe genecral center of

bl

If by the church it means its

astonish those who are familiar with its cha
racter.
cal ethics to be opposed by the Independ
ent is prima fucie evidence of being right

gard only its commmendationsas areproach

a source.

in attacking the Philadelphia Presbyterian
it affects piety, in the expression of regret-
ful surprise that *the recent refreshing from
the presence of the Lord had not allayed
sectarianism and bigotry,” without seeming
to be disappointed however that the revival
had in no degree mitigated its own malice
and fanaticism.

TrE SourHERN Purpit.—Mr. Lewis W,
Burwell, a member of the Presbyterian
church, proposes to publish in this city a
monthly periodical, containing in each num-
ber one or more Sermons by evangelical
ministers of different denominations. Mr,
Burwell’s object in undertaking this enter-
prise, is one which will commend itself to
the good wishes and patronage of all who

feel an interest in the efforts of a young
man to qualify himself for the highest use-
fulness.

A brief communication in the

On any question of social or politi-

and the editors of respectable journals re-

and gentlemen hasten to vindicate them-
selves from the dishonor of praise from such
The New York Observer, the
Christian Intelligencer, the Journal of Com-
merce, and the Philadelphia Presbyterian,
have frequently exposed its artifices, and
Dr. Bethune, a few months ago impaled,
and held it up to the scorn of all high-
minded men. In the editorial preceding
that in which it compliments us by its dis-
approbation, it covertly maligns Dr. J. W.
Alexander under the pretense of praise; and

of Christ, and manifested his Spirit.

—_—ee— .

Orpium Earing.—Who has not known
cases in which opium eating has been scarce-
ly less injurions than rum drinking, to those
who indulge in it? The following statement
is given as acaution—a warning—or what-
ever else the reader may chose to consider
it.

“One of the curious facts recently re-
vealed by the publication of custom-house
tables is, that there was imported into this
country last year three hundred thousand
pounds of opium. Of this amonnt, it is

. estimated, from reliable data, that not more
\ than one-tenth is used for medicinal pur-
\poses. The habit of eating opium is known

%‘he spreading ropidly among lawyers,
ctors, clergymen and literary men; and
et\rmous quantities are used by the manu-
factyrers of those poisonous liquids which
are Galt ont in drinks in the saloons and

groggkies that infest every city and vil-

lage in e country.”

The truth is, the signs of the times do
indicate new tendencies, and great movye-
ments in the whole religious world, though
{not in the direction which the Journal im-
agines. These daily prayer meetings, these
immense union meetings, these vast assem-
blages for worship, these openings of Opera
houses, Theatres, and secular halls for
| preaching—where all forms are dispensed
| with, where nothing is heard of the convert-
ling grace of sacraments, of priestly pre-
lrogative, of the msthetics of ecclesiology.
of the merits of St. Chad, or the yirtues of
sacerdotal vestments—but where ministers
of all denominations sit on the same plat-
form, while the gospel is proclaimed in its
simplicity and purity—are these the tokens
of the triumphs of high church principles?
Are these the signs that all other churches
are drifting toward the narrow harbor in

Richmond Whig makes the following state-
ment with regard to his laudable purpose.

From the Richmond Whig.
Mr. Editor,—Will you permit me to call
attention to the card of Mr. Lewis W. Bur-

has an opinion, a very ecided one—and
- | that opinion is that immrsion is the only
scriptural mode of baptis. It must be an
- | opinion of his that this ithe clear voice of
;  seripture, for the majoity of Christians
would not differ from hinif they could hear
the Ikine Word. The
Chureh of Scotland hasan opinion based
upon “‘the plain unglossd narrative,” and
“running with the currat of testimony,”
that sprinkling or pouriy is the seriptural
mode of administering he ordinance, and
in this opinion the Chure of England con-
curs, so does the Refomed Duteh chureh,
the Lutheran church, md the Reformed
churches of France, and 1any others. Now

we are not arguing that uperiority of num-| 3.0 stamp his pier as feeble, are every
bers proves a thing riglt, but we only say|one sins; and so isthat neglect of prayer

set that man to expound fo Gospel, who
neither understands, nor lots, nor believes
it. And the weighty resonsibilities and
cares of the minister reque that his piety
should be, if not eminen at least of a
vigorous and healthy typ But here, the
young Christian should tse heed to an im-
portant distinction. Asar as the church
and its officers are conemed, it is perfectly
just, that they should rease to call or or-
dain one whose piety isnot hearty. But,
it by no means followsaat he may excuse
himself from the duty cpreaching, becatse
he is conscious his piefis low. If he rea-
sona thus, he insults Gd ; for how comes it
that his piety is low, ezept by his own fault ?
Is not the mercy seadpen to him, at which
he may obtain increse of grace if he will
seek ? Those statesf feeling and principle

, | such a volce in

well, published in your paper of this date.
This young gentleman feels it to be his im-
perative duty to commence a course of pre-
paration for the solemn and responsible
office of the Christian Ministry, and not pos-
sessing the means to meet the expenses, he
must necessarily incur in such a course, has
adopted the plan indicated in his card for
that purpose. If his numerous friends in
this city, and the friends of religion gene-
rally, would aid him by the patronage of
his enteprise, they would not only receive
an equivalent for the slight draw on their
liberality, in the work he proposes to fur-
nish them, but also have the pleasing satis-
faction of having aided a worthy young man
in qualifying himself for the indispensable
work of preaching the gospel.

which the Church Jounrnal has moored its

!

fanny little craft? What has it to say of|than a thousand crosses.—Charnock.

The guilt of one sin is a greater misery

to be pushed into the gutter.

sire communion with such people
this should be no “great mystery” to his
mind. Is it strange that we should desﬂre
to sec a great and influential body of Chfis-
tians, abandoning a position which we/re-/
gard as unfriendly to the unity of the com-

Why then acks the writer, ‘““can you d

since the, overwhelming najority of the peo-fand means, by wkh his grace has been
ho obtrudes against
have prayerfully sought he path of duty in bl L e g
rebellion. And: a man feels that he has
interpretation is not newessarily infallible,
serve and pleas God in any other calling,
baptism should precede cymmunion, and this
and stand in & awful judgment. To such
ts baptism, neither can we admit th
e Y S your God, grive the Holy Ghost, and run
liever in water, and likewise a prerequisite nistry with feeble piety ; but at once seek
'have made a criticism on its creed. It is is God's will./ In one word, the fact that
for which we feel agrieved by our Baptist|immediate daty not to let his piety remain
the only church which administers the sa- thaty if he feill not do his duty in seeking
our ministers for defending their views in|gd/ anoth qualification, on which some
of their journals and pulpits in speaking of sion of & strong desire; the necessity of
Now when a man inflates himself to such|fq desiréth a good work.” It is obvious
some times jostled by those who do not wis distinction applies here, which has been
try to & man who has no heart to the work.
" Surely
truth upheld, sin curbed, the happiness of
These are the grounds, the motives, of that

ple of God whose conscintious desire to do stinted. It is Aisduty to be an eminent
; : his Master one trasgression, as a justifica-
the light of revelation, 1o differ from our e
not grace enoug to preach, he should ask
but that it is only his opmion.
grace enough t die with, or enough to en-
is our own practice, bui we canmot permit
a man we solmnly say: there is but one
strictures on his denomination are “because an imminent risk of sealing your own
| to communion.”” If that were “the whole|and obtain s Bearty pietys in order that
; .. |one’s piety is low cannot prove it is not his
not for the maintenance of these opinions -
brethren—but becaunse of their caricatures|low. | That fict is, on the other hand, suf-
crament of baptism in a valid manner, be- hojp gy b piety, they ought not to call
their own pulpits, because of the offensive pidus wrifers have said much, and some-
My hich i 1 Tim.iii: 1. ¢If
other denominations. which is argued from 1 Tim. iii a
inordinate dimensious as to occupy the whole ithat such an inference from this passage
stated in the last paragraph. Of course,
The true minister must of course have a de-
true religion diffused, and the Holy Trinity
desire which he feels to preach, if he may

right no one is disposedto doubt, and who Christian; yea, a erfect Christian. Now,
tion for a secong It is adding insult to

correspondent, he ought to admit that his
himself whether he has grace enough to

We agree with our friend in thinking that
able him to en:r the awful world of spirits,

his conscience to decide for ours as to what
thing you canlo, if you would not outrage
it considers baptism the immersion of & be-| 1, nnation! D not, indeed, enter the mi-
extent of its offending,” we ‘never would|you may pm rly enter the ministry, if it
duty to preach; because he knows it is his
of ours, because of their assumption to be ﬁcieq"t evidetice to his Christian brethren,

f the attacks so f 1y madeon|" :

cadse b ‘e altacksino sregloniymade on n this gonnexion may be best mention-
tone—our friend ‘must excuse us—of many |times ver] indisereetly. It is the posses-
man desje the ofiice of a bishop, (pastor)
side walk, he must not complain if he isfmight be easily pushed too far. ~The same
the church ought not to entrust the minis-
sire to see sounls snatched from hell fire,
glorified in the redemption of transgressors.
rightfully doit. But are not these feelings

mon brotherhood of Christians? Isitstrange

' its present frame, he has no sufficient evi- | naturalness, is in the best style. Who is

' dence that he has ever felt the love of God,
and that he has not the wrath of God and
the daily danger of hell fire abiding on him.
Certainly, without this pious desire, he is as
truly unfit to serve God in any other call-
ing, as in the ministry.

The three qualifications next mentioned,
a fair repuatation for sanctity of life, a re-
spectable moral force of character, and
some degree of Christian experience may
be grouped together. The man whose
Christian character does not command con-
fidence and respect, would, as a minister,
only dishonor God and his cause. Yet, it
is every man’s duty to reform those incon-
sistencies by which he has forfeited the re-
spect of mankind, whether he is to preach
or not. And having thoroughly reformed
them, he may then find his way open into
the pulpit. The minister must have some
foree of character. The feeble, undecided,
shufiling man, who cannot rule bis own fami-
ly, nor impress and govern his inferiors by
his moral force, had better mnot preach.
There may be cases where this weakness of
character is found incurable, although eo-
existing with genuine piety. Again; he
must not be in the novitiate of his Chris-
tian profession. But this circumstance can
very rarely be a valid obstacle to the young
Christian's proceeding so far as to begin
his preparation. Our church has made this
preparation long; for this reason among
others, that the neophyte may acquire Chris-
tian experience by the time he comes to his
ordination.

The last qualification mentioned is aptuess
to teack. The apostle means by this, that
assemblage of bodily and mental endew-
ments, which will, by due cultivation, ena-
ble the pastor to teach God’s truth with
reasonable efficiency. It includes sufficient
bodily strength, an understanding of fair
respectability, either the possession of, or
the opportunity and ability to acquire, ade-
quate knowledge, and a capacity to attain

Such disease or infirmity as would make it
impossible to live and perform the duties of
a minister efficiently, is a clear indieation
that a man is not ealled. But this fact can-
not be fairly inferred from every grade of
bodily infirmity.
how much a Calvin, & Brainerd, a Payson, |
effected for Christ, in &pite of bodies bowed |
down by chronic disease. Vet no ene now |
donhte that God called them to preach.
And the perseverance of many resolute men
in the laborious professions of this world,
for the sake of mammon or ambition, in
spite of feeble health, is & most practical
evidence, that bodily weakness does not ne-
cessarily prove the Christian to be precluded
from the ministry.

Many young Christians again, excuse
themselves by professing a doubt whether
they have natural talents adequate to so
responsible a work as the ministry. (We
fear that in many cases, if their friends
were to concur candidly in this doubt, their
vexation would betray the insincerity of the

a tolerable fluency and propriety of speech. |

Let the reader consider \

there in his senses that cannot talk, when
he is interested? The man of plain good
sense whose mind is thoroughly informed
with divine truth, and whose heart is in-
| stinet with divine love, will not fail to find
words and utterance.

————————
For the Central Presbyterian.

What is_t-;—he Done?

Messrs. Editors,—Though a layman, 1
desire, through your paper to make a few
snggestions to the church npon the subject
of the ministry. What I have to say, will
be based in part, upon the account given
of the destitutions and darkness of a por-
tion of Western Virginia, in a communica-
tion in yoar paper of the 18th ult,, over the
signature of C, C. J., and in part, upon faets
within my own knowledge, some of which [
will give in this communieation. And, as
the suggestions I shall make, will, perhaps,
be unpopular with many, I will just say,
that I desire to make them on my own re-
sponsibility alone.

For the facts stated by C. C. J., I refer
to the communication itself—bnt the reme-
dy on which he geems to rely—the Sabbath
School—though very good in its place—is
not the remedy required—what that coun-
try needs is more of a preached gospel—the
gospel in its purity, the whole gospel, Of
the doctrines of man’s total depravity and
helplessness; of justification by faith alone;
salvation by free unmerited grace; and
others of like importance as tanght by the
Presbyterian church, those people have
scarcely ever heard save from the misrepre-
sentations of the opponents of those doc-
tripes—and from the worse than misrepre-
gentations of the professed advocates of
them, the hard shell Baptists, with their
Antimonian tendencies. I have no doubt
C. C. J’s statement in reference to the
country of which he writes, are corrects I
will give a few additional facts.

Ii the judicial circuit of Judge Bailey,
himself a Presbyterian, and anxious to ob-
tain Presbyterian preaching, composed of
the counties of Fayette, Nicholas, Logan,
Boone, Wyoming, Raleigh, Giles, and Mer-
cer, there iz nob a single Presbyterian
preacher, unless in Nicholas, and 1 think
none there. There is one charch in Giles,
aupplied I believe once a month by the
Rev. Mr. Miller, of Montgomery. There
is a church at Giles C. H., aud one at Mer-
cer, very anxious to get a preacher, bab
unable to do it.

Of the other North-west countjes, I can-
not speak with certainty, but believe, ex-
cepting the counties of Monroe, Greenbrier
and Kanawha, their condition is pretty much
the same.

In Southwest Virginia there are in a por-
tion of the counties ministers of the Old or
New School, but confined mainly to the yil-
lages and favored localities—¢‘The poor
have not the gospel preached to them.”

I might point out the like destitutions in
other parts of the State, East, West, North

pretended humility,) Now, we freely assent,

and South, but deem it nnnecessary.
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