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• An Exposition of 1 Corinthians 
iii: 10-15. 
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NO. IV. 

“According to the grace of God which is given unto 
me, as n wise master builder, I have laid the founda- 
tion, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man 
take heed how he buildeth thereupon—For other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. Now, if any man build upon this foun- 
dation, gold, silver, precious stones; wood, hay, stub- 
ble; every man’s work shall be made manifest; for the 
day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; 
and the fire shall try every man’s work, of what sort 
it is. If any man’s work abide which lie hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s 
work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss , but lie him- 
self shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 

Time has exposed the hollowness of the 
conversions under discussion so frequently, 
that the persons yho persist in employing 
the dangerous methods dare not deny it. 
But their plea is, “that some are genuine 
converts; that one soul is of priceless value, 
and that if nine out of every ten go back, 
they are only where they were before; while 
the tenth is saved.” The apostle does not 
speak thus. The wood, hay, and stubble, 
when built into God’s spiritual temple, is 
not as well off a3 when left in the forest or 
the field. That building is destined to be 
tried by fire; and in that day, woe unto the 
perishable stuff which has been thrust into 
it. The plea just stated assumes two things 
which are both untrue. One is, that the 
majority, who prove to be spurious fruits of 
these excitements, are no worse off than 

before; the other is, that the small minority 
of genuine fruits would not have been 

gathered in without these means. Of the 
latter assumption I remark first; that it is 
notoriously untrue. In almost every case, 
where true grains of living wheat are found 
among the masses of chaff raked together 
by these efforts, there will be formed a pre- 
paratory work in the heart, the result of 

intelligent scriptural -teaching, and consis- 
tent Christian example, watered for some 

|5me by the Holy Spirit in the retirement 
of their homes. And the only result of the 
revival appliances as to them, has been to 

hurry them a little perhaps in their disclo- 
sures of their new feelings, and at the same 
time to mar and pollute the wholesome sound- 
ness of their spiritual character. Had 

scriptural means of grace been used with 

them, and no others, they would have come 
into the church in due time, none the less 

surely, and with a piety more symmetrical 
and profound 
Nor is the other assumption true, that 

the rest who are not savingly converted, 
are no worse off than before. Is it nothing 
that the power of divine grace and the 

sanctity of a religious profession are dis- 
honored before the world, till the very name 
of revival becomes trivial? Is it nothing 
that the misguided converts who apostatise, 
have the guilt of broken vows and profes- 
sions, and perhaps of sacraments profaned, 
added to all their previous lists ? But this 
is not all—The spiritual effects of one of 
these delusive and abortive excitements are 

blighting. At best, the sensibilities of the 
subject are exhausted and worn out to no 
purpose, until his heart becomes almost in- 
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capable of impression, and his “conscience 
is seared with a hot iron.” Those who have 

passed through two or three of these fires, 
are usually found the most impious and 

heaven-daring of profane swearers, revilers 
and mockers, where they are not restrained 
by principles of social decency and respecta- 
bility. If they belong to the latter class, 
they are usually found in a state of skepti- 
cism or hostility as to the very truth of 

Christianity. They feel that a cruel trick 
has been played upon their inexperience by 
the ministers and friends of Christianity, in 
thus thrusting them, in the hour of their 
confusion, into a false position, whose duties 
they do not, and cannot perform, and into 
sacred professsions which they have been 
compelled shamefully to repudiate. Their 

self-respect is therefore galled to the quick, 
and pride is indignant at the humiliating 
exposure. Mo wonder that they look on 
religion and its advocates henceforward, 
with suspicion and anger. Often their feel- 

ings do not stop here. They are conscious 
that they were thoroughly in earnest in 
their religious anxieties and resolves at the 
time, and that they felt strange and pro- 
found exercises. Yet, bitter and mortifying 
experience has taught them that their new 
birth and experimental religion at least, 
was a delusion. How natural to conclude 
that those of all others are delusions also ? 
They say; “the only difference between my- 
self and these earnest Christians is, that they 
have not yet detected the cheat, as I have. 
They a,re now not a whit more convinced of 
their sincerity and of the reality of their 
exercises, than I once was of mine. Yet I 
know there was no change in my soul: I do 
not believe that there is, in theirs.” Such 
is the fatal process of thought through which 
thousands have passed; until the country is 
sprinkled all over with infidels, who have 
been made such by their cfW experience of 
spurious religious excitements. They may 
keep their hostility to themselves in the 
main; because Christianity now “walks in 
her silver slippers;” but they are not the 
less steeled against all saving impressions 
of the truth. 

,r 

But what shall we say of that large num- 
ber, who having entered the church with a 
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counterfeit conve-sion, continue there as 

formal and dead professors, blinded by 
habit, pride of consistency, and self-righte- 
ousness to their red condition? Their case 
is, alas; worse if pssible than the former. 
Humanly speaking,every thing concurs to 
keep them insensibh to their true condition. 
Their false hope, lifc an adamantine shield, 
turns aside every arftw of wholesome ad- 
monition or awakenpg. Is Christ offered 
in the gospel as a Sddour for lost sinners ? 
They consider themselves as among the 
found. Is the dange; of the unconverted 

painted in the most alarming colors? It is 

nothing to them, for they consider them- 
selves as among the converted. Are the 

privileges of believers held forth? They 
appropriate them all, saying to themselves: 
“Peace, peace, where'there is no peace.” 
The result is that their mistaken professions 
convert all the gracious premises, which are 
the nutriment of the regejerate soul, into 

deadly poisons .to them; and close their 
mouths against the receptioi of a single one 
of those bitter buk wholesohe convictions, 
which are the necessary medicines for their 
dangerous case. Let miniiters address 
faithful and discriminating warnings to pro- 
cessed Christians, against self-ieception, or 

' 

igainst inconsistency; and yen shall see 

;hat all the truly humble, sound, consistent 
Christians in the audience, who;e piety no- 

' 

aody doubts, will at once acceptthe admo- 
1 

ntion with contrite thankfulness! and dili- 

jently search their hearts therewiih as with 
i lighted candle. But every dead professor 
or whom they were especially intended, 
pill be seen busily applying the varnings 
o his neighbors, and with a self-Satisfied 
.ir perhaps admiring and complimenting the * 

idelity of his pastor! “Verily, thepubli- 
ans and the harlots go into the kingdom of 
eaven before” these—(Matt, xxi? 31.) 
jet us appeal again to the testimony cf ex- J 
erience. We know that the churches con- 
ain multitudes of these dead believiirs; 1 

nd yet, though they are usually chuifeh- ' 

;oers, and so, within the reach of the means 
f grace, when revivals come, it is the J 

arest thing in the world, to hear any thing 4 

f the conversion of this class. A few of c 

rose who have undergone a spurious con- ^ 

ersion and discovered their delusion; are' 1 

ow savingly renewed, along with numbers| 
f open, careless sinners; but how few of ^ 

lose who “have a name to live and are 1 

ead?” When Satan gets the “wood, hay, 8 

nd stubble quietly” built into God's spiritu- 1 

1 temple, he is best pleased; for he knows 
lat they will probably remain their undis- ^ 

irbed till the day that trieth every man’s c 

ork by fire; and then they will be inevita 1 

ly consigned to everlasting burnings— s 

HEN “LET EVERY MAN TAKE HEED HOW * 

E BUILDETIT.” £ 

It is not intended in these remarks, to * 

uply that delusive conversions, and un- 

mctified communicants are only found in c 

lose congregations which employ the dan- s 

erous expedients described above; but only ^ 

tat they may be reasonably expected to be ^ 

;ore frequent among them. So strong is 
le tendency to self deception and formal- } 
m, in man’s sinful soul, much of it will 1 

list, in spite of the most scriptural preach- ' 

ig, and cautious management. Doubtless ^ 

le purest churches have dead branches. * 

ut does not this sad fact constitute a strong £ 

lason for shunning all those expedients, 1 

y which this danger of self-deception, so * 

revalent at best, is manifestly increased in £ 

high degree ? 1 

The Mount Vernon Papers. 

The first of the “Mt. Vernon papers” by 
le Hon. Edward Everett appears in the 

ew York Ledger for January 1st. The 

altimore Patriot has been furnished with 

>me extracts from it, and in one of them 
^ 

[r. Everett thus speaks of his plan for the 
;ries of articles which he has undertaken 
> contribute. 

“I have already stated in my letter of the < 

th of November to the editor and proprie- < 

>r of the “Ledger,” that I have ventured •. 

) call these articles the “Mount Vernon j 

apers,” as appropriately indicating the ] 

bject for which they are prepared, and in 
lat way suggesting an excuse for their im- 1 

erfection. As they will generally be writ- i 
?n under the pressure of other engagements ] 
nd duties, the considerate reader will not j 

xpect to find in them that elaboration and i 

nish which he has a right to demand in ] 

ompositions prepared at leisure, especially , 

hen they yield an ample personal remu- 1 

eration to their authors. I can only en- 
eavor to do the best in my power, under ; 

le well known circumstances of the case, , 

nd candid persons will judge them accord- ; 

3g!y- i 

“But though called the ‘Mount Vernon . 

’apers,’ it is not intended that these arti- 
les should be exclusively or even chiefly 
aken up in discussing the subject of the i 
urchase of Mount Vernon, or the topics 
onnected or associated with it. They will, i 

ideed, furnish an appropriate channel for 
’hatever information of an interesting cha- 
acter I may be able offer the public on , 

hat subject. It was one of the chief in- : 

ucements for undertaking the preparation, 
hat they would afford me an opportunity 
ar the attempt to interest a very large cir- 
le of readers in an enterprise which I have 
o much at heart. I shall accordingly sub- 
fit to them, from time to time, an account 
f the progress and prospects of the work, 
s far as they fall under my observation, 
lesides this, the country abounds with re- 
ollections and traditions of Washington 
onnected with his civil and military career; 
fith localities rendered interesting by his 
lattles, his visits, or his sojourn ; and with 
ndividuals still living who saw him, and of 
hom a few were personally known to him. 
’here are many original portraits of him in 
xistence, of which a few remain to be de- 
cribed ; numerous autographic letters as 

et unpublished; and personal relics of 

very description. Many of these traditions 
md objects of interest are constantly 
>rought to my notice, in visiting different 
>arts of the country for the purpose of re- 
lating my address on the character of 
Vashington, and, if I do not mistake, will 
urnish interesting materials for a few of 
hese papers. 'I .! 
; ;“It is intended, however, that they shall, 
ipom the whole, be of a miscellaneous cha- 
•acter, and exhibit as mueh variety, in the 
mbjects treated as can be expected from 
he productions of one pen.” , . 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

Evening Walks—Mo. 2. 
Mil (• 

' 

{ . ju! i 
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An evening walk among the mountain 
scenery of West Virginia, is often peculiarly 
pleasant. Here sunset scenes are very 
imposing, and evening cloud scenery—God’s 
handiwork—charmingly varied. 
By the beautiful display thus made in 

the evening, one is led to feel that God our 
Father has some pleasing truth to impart 
to us, his children, or He wishes to attract 
us to his throne, to reveal glimpses of the 

happier climes beyond. 
If these fleeting displays of his glory are 

so resplendent, what must be the glory of 
his own peculiar abode! 

This evening’s walk conducts us to the 
funeral of a slave. Upon one occasion 
when the writer was alone absorbed in 

solitary musing, his reveries were interrupt- 
ed when a funeral procession appeared in 
the distance, moving slowly along the brow 
af the hill that limited the Eastern prospect. 
A slave who had died the previous Sabbath 
morning, was to be buried; slowly and 

solemnly the procession approached the 

lewly opened grave and formed a circle 
iround it, the body was placed near the 
;rave and allowed to remain there several 

ninutes, soon I heard the suppressed notes 
>f a mournful air, that seemed to blend with 
he shadows of the evening. They were 
inging a funeral hymn, and I leaned for- 
ward in breathless silence to hear, so faintly 
sudible was it, and as I listened a wild 
veirdlike voice seemed to descend amid the 

fathering shades chanting as it came: 
“Ye living men come view the ground 
Where you must shortly lie.” 
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The singing ceased, and the body was 

owered to await the morning of life eternal. 
Ihe mouners retired and night soon folded 
ts sable drapery over the buried one. I 
ms thus impressively led to feel how very 
ppropriate the evening is for funerals, 
'he stillness that reigns around, prepares 
he heart for deep, permanent impressions 
f the reality of death that one does not 
sel, when returning from a funeral in the 
lorning. 
An evening funeral melts the heart and 

ts one for meditating with profit, upon the 
ight that cometh, when no man can work, 
Iso upon the rest prepared for the people 
f God. 
Years have passed away since I heard 

hat funeral hymn, sung over the remains 
f the poor slave, but when evening comes 
lemory often recalls the scene. I still 
eem to hear that strange voice, and it now 
as more interest for me than then, for I 
m nearer the ground where I must lie, 
han I was on that evening. 

I expect to hear it, long as I live, it will 
oubtless ring upon memory’s ear until the 
ymphonies of Heaven burst upon my re- 
eased spirit, and angels gently lead me 
ome, a sinner saved by grace alone. 
Should there be a grave for me, when my 

iody is borne to it, may it be lowered to 
is lowly couch, as the sunbeams point up- 
ward, whither angels lead ransomed spirits, 
-lay some unseen listener be near enough 
o hear a song that will ever ring upon his 
ar, like an echo from the spirit land allur- 
ng him to brighter worlds and causing his 
houghts to be sweetly familiar with death, 
-nd as evening hours invite him to repose, 
aay he ever remember, 
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“There ia a re3t for those who weep, 
A reBt for weary pilgrims found ; h- 

They softly lie, and sweetly sleep 
Low in the ground.” 

“The storm that wrecks the winter sky 
No more disturbs their deep repose, 

Than summer evening’s latest sigh, 
That shuts the rose.” 

GULIELMUS. 
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When do any of us in our pleasures, in 
iur journeys, in our visits, in the receptions 
»f our friends, or in the purchase of any 
irticle of dress, make the same hesitation 
n the expenditure of a half-dollar or a slid- 
ing as we do in the case of a collection ? 
knd is, after all, the ever blessed Gospel of 
ruth, with all its consolations for time and 
ts blessed hopes for eternity a thing of so 

ittle consequence with us as to be weighed 
n the balance against a shilling ? Chris- 
ians ! Christians ! let us take the matter 
nore to heart, and not thus acknowledge to 
mrselves, and proclaim to others, what a 

.rifling value we put upon the Gospel. 
Did you never, when preparing to set out 

’or the House of God, in recollecting that a 
sharity sermon or a collection was appointed 
or that day, suddenly feel an unusual de- 
lire to be profited by the ministry of some 
lervant of the Most High whom you’had 
lever heard, and who had preached in a 
ilace of worship that you had never before 
)ntered._ 
Did you never actually, on such an occa- 

lion, “go further and fare worse” than you 
vould have done in the hearing your own 
ninister, returning home more than half- 
lissatisfied with yourself in the course you 
lad taken ? 
Did you never, after putting yourself to 

mch inconvenience to avoid one collection, 
stumble upon another, giving your money 
grudgingly, and resolving never again to 
oe caught by a trap of your own baiting ? 
Did you never, after having made up°your 

nind to give a certain sum, settle down into 
she prudential belief that half the amount 
vould be more consistent with your circum- 
itances? 
Did you never, after having beepwrought 

up to unwonted liberality by the affection- 
ate earnestness and pious fervor of a Chris- 
tian minister, cool in your resolvings, ap- 
proaching the plate shorn of your strength 
and giving merely as another man ? 
Did you never fumble in your pocket 

before a collection, holding in your hand a 
half-dollar and a shilling, or a shilling and 
a sixpence, prepared to give the larger or 
the lesser coin as circumstances may deter- 
mine? 
Did you never to secure the good opinion 

of the collector give what you would not 
have given to the advocated cause? In one 
word, have you not, over and again, given 
that to a human being which .you would not 
hgve^givqnid;: God?;0lK eda 
T I am'ashamed to propose such questions, 
and perhaps some of you are equally asham- 
ed honestly to answer them. Away, then 
with all parsimonious pinching and contriv- 
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mg, fumbling and shuffling, grudging and 
withholding, in the Redeemer’s cause. We 
have been mercifully dealt with ; let us 

thankfully acknowledge that meroy, remem- 
bering that ‘‘the liberal soul deviseth libe- 
ral things and by liberal things shall we 
stand.” God has been good to us ; let us at 
east show that we set some value on his 

gifts, and as the glorious Gospel has been 
xeely given to us, freely let us support it. 

Old Humphrey. 

Subscribing the Confession. 
- T 

We are indebted to a friend for a copy of 

he address delivered at the conclusion of 

he session of the New College, Edinburgh, 
ipril 1857, by the principal, the Rev. Dr. 
¥m. Cunningham. 
In this address he says: 
“It is hopeless to expect that, in the 

iresent day, creeds and confessions will 
>e the objects of a blind and unintel- 

gent respect or veneration. In order 
u keep their place, they must be tho- 

oughly known and thoroughly investi- 
ated. j We must not expect that in our 

ays ignorance will prove the mother of de- 
otion. I have long had a deep conviction 
lat our own Confession of Faith wa3 not 

jfficiently studied and understood by those 
ho were called upon to subscribe it, and I 
as glad lately to find that I had brought 
ut this view, and made it the ground of 
>me practical exhortations, in a lecture 
hich was written and publicly delivered 
me years ago, and which was again ad- 
ressed, a few days ago, to the fourth year’s 
udents|who are now present. I expressed 
; that time the hope and expectation that 
might yet be able to give more efficient 
isistiance to those studying here, in under- 
anding the meaning of the Confession of 
aith, the first and most indispensable step 
wards making their subscription to it an 

telligent and honest act. I must now say 
at I have been more impressed of late 
ith the indications of prevailing ignorance 
the npeaning of the Confession, and I 

ive in consequence made up my mind, that 
I am sjpared till next session, if the state 
my health seem to admit of it, and if I, 

.n arrange to get two hours in the week 
r it, I Will make an attempt to go over the 
onfession of Faith with the fourth year’s 
udents in the hope of rendering them some 
sistance in understanding the meaning of 
i statements.” 
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Dr. Cunningham in hi3 address of 1848 

which reference is made in the preceding 
iragraph says: 
“I turn to a point of inferior importance 
itself, but still one imperatively demand- 
g somif share of your time and attention 
the circumstances in which you are now 

aced, when, in the third place, I warn you 
the necessity of carefully examining the 

onfession of Faith and the Standards of 
e Church, in order that if you do subscribe 
em, ypu may do it at once intelligently 
id honestly, that is, distinctly understand- 
g the meaning of the statements they 
intainland conscientiously persuaded that 
1 their statements are in accordance with 
e teaching of the word of God. All this 

maniffstly necessary in order to render 
ibscriphon to symbolical books consistent 
ith integrity. Subscription, except in these 
rcumstmces and with these accompani- 
ents, i^a sin. The sinfulness of solemnly 

to receive, as the profession of 
;ui laiuiij a uuuumtJiiu uuntaunug uuctriiies 

hich yoii do not believe, is too obvious to 
Imit of dispute, and I do not mean to 
veil upcn it. I wish rather to direct your 
itentionto a previous step in the process, 
z: the necessity of your understanding the 
eaning tf the statements contained in the 
onfessioji. I am afraid that this is too 

ttle attended to, and that the neglect of it 
itroduce^ an immoral and vitiating princi- 
.e, in a neore latent and insidious form than 
te more palpable violations of integrity in 
le matter of subscription. It is plain 
lough that an honest subscription to the 
onfession of Faith implies 1st, that you 
ive ascertained the meaning of all the 
atementsit contains; 2d, that you have 

impared them all with the teaching of the 
ord of God; and 3d, that you are satis- 

;d, as the result of this comparison, that 
1 its statements are in accordance with 

:ripture. The first of these points is just 
i necessary as the other two, and yet I i'ear 
is often overlooked. It is evidently the 
undation pf the whole process of prepar- 
g for an intelligent and honest subscrip- 
on. Now, it is not so easy as many re?m 

suppose to understand fully the Confes- 
on of Faith. It embodies a deliverance 
ion all the most important and difficult sub- 
ctsof theplogy, upon almost all the topics, 
hich, in the course of the Church’s history, 
ive furnished materials for controversial 

scussion, and its statements are, in most 

stances, expressed in language which 

ears, and was intended to bear, a refer- 
ice to these discussions, and to convey a 
eliverance upon the topics involved in them; 
id hence it is necessary, in order to un- 

erstand its statements fully, that you should 
issess some acquaintance with those eon- 

oversies on which they convey a deliye- 
mce. Without this you cannot have a 

dl and precise comprehension of the meati- 
'g of its statements, though you hiay have 
vague, and not positively incorrect, notion 
f the general doctrines which they were 
itended to set forth. It is of course im- 
ossible to lay down any definite idea or 
;andard of the amount of knowledge of 
leological discussions which is necessary to 
npart that measure of intelligence of the 
xact import and bearing of the statements 
f the Confession, which is indispensable in 
rder to make subscription to it consistent 
ith integrity. But it is right to say, that 
have a strong impression that it is no un- 
ommon thing for men, and even for men 
ho have gone through a theological curri- 
ulurn, to subscribe the Westminster Con- 
2ssion without possessing, and without hav-r 
ig, in the amount of their knowledge of: 
heological discussions, the means of pos- 
essing, that measure of intelligent acquain- 
ance with the meaning of its statements, 
diich should- satisfy their own consciences 
hat they have done right in subscribing it. 
Ihe only application I would make of these 
'bservations, is just to warn you of the ob- 
igation under which you lie to see that you 
iave an intelligent knowledge of the mean- 
ng of the statements of the Confession, as 
rell as a conviction of their scriptural truth, 
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before you publicly profess to receive it as 

the confession of your faith. I have always 
endeavored, in this place, to aim at the 
object of bringing the history of theologi- 
cal discussions to bear upon the explana- 
tion of the statements of the Confession. 
But this has been done only incidentally 
and occasionally, and therefore very imper- 
fectly, and I cherish the hope that, if I am 
spared, I may hereafter do something more 
complete and systematic in the way of fur- 
nishing assistance in this matter” 

A Queer Case of Clerical Etiquette. 

The Cincinnati (Ohio) Gazette of the 7th 
ult. says:—The Memphis papers record & 

singular instance of ministerial collision, 
which occurred in that city, on Sunday week, 
during the session of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. As is usual, the churches of 
most of the denominations were supplied by 
the strangers, the Rev. J. J. Sledge being 
assigned in the evening to the Presbyterian 
jhurch of which the Rev. Dr. Steadman is 
castor. 

On ascending the pulpit, Mr. Sledge com- 
nenced some remarks, in the course of 
vhich he stated that, with his ideas of com- 
nunion and fellowship, he could not recog- 
lize Dr. Steadman as a member of the 
musehold of faith, nor allow him to share 
he pulpit. Upon this, Dr. Steadman left 
he church, followed by a majority of the 
•udience. Before the close of the evening’s 
ervice, the gas was turned off, and the 

ongregation was left in darkness. But the 

isiting brother was not to be daunted even 
>y this last exploit, and reminded that por- 
ion of the congregation which remained, 
hat the suppression of the gas afforded a 
ealization of the old biblical truth, that 
here were “those who love darkness rather 
han light.” 
The ill-feeling to which Mr. Sledge’s con- 

uct gave rise, demanded some notice from 
le Convention of which he was a member, 
nstead, however, of taking cognizance offi- 
ially, the Convention appointed a commit- 
?e, before whom the offending brother dis- 
vowed all intention of hurting the feelings 
f Dr. Steadman or his congregation, and 
xplained his course as arising from a de- 
re to free them from any embarrassment 
lat might arise under the peculiar circum- 
;ances of the case. On this Dr. Steadman 
rofessed himself satisfied, and the commit- 
?e acquitted Mr. Sledge of all intentional 
lame, though they regarded his remarks 
s indiscreet. 
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The Presbyterian Herald has the follow- 
ig additional matter: 
When we last week noticed the outrage 

immitted in the first Presbyterian church, 
[emphis, by Rev. Mr. Sledge, of the Bap- 
st church, we had not received Dr. Stead- 
ian’s reply to the card of the committee, 
he Memphis papers of a later date contain 
lengthy reply from Dr. Steadman, from 
hich we make a few extracts, showing the 
ght in which the Dr. regards the matter. 
.Iter stating that the committee was a self 
instituted one and that their object seemed 
> be to turn aside the public odium which 
ad gathered around Mr. Sledge, and direct 
against Dr. Steadman and his church. Dr. 

. says: 
1 

. 

“We will not therefore accept of the card 
s a satisfactory explanation; and we know 
lat it is not so accepted by the pastors and 
lembers of the two Baptist churches in our 
ty. 

_ _ q 
Elder S., instead of indulging in a few 

xplanatory remarks, made his whole dis- 
burse to consist in a tirade of abuse of all 
ho differed from him in opinion, which 
aturally excited the disgust of myself and 
eople, and led to the withdrawal of myself 
nd others from the sanctuary. As the 

ulpit had been offered to him in true Chris- 
an courtesy, and he had grossly violated 
11 the rules of common decency, not to say 
hristian propriety, I thought it the easiest 
nd least exceptionable way of showing my 
isapprobation by quietly withdrawing, 
uch a thing I never did before in all my 
fe; and my church and this community 
now me too well to believe for a moment 
lat I would so have done without a good 
nd sufficient reason.. And I am happy to 
e assured that I am sustained in my course, 
ot only by my church, but by all others 
ith whom I have conversed, not excepting 
le Baptist ministers of our city. I am not 

Bsponsible for what occurred after my with- 
rawal from the sanctuary, but I must say 
i all candor that, while I do not approve 
f the act of turning off the gas, it is noth- 
ig more nor less than might have been 
xpected under the circumstances, and for 
hat act directly no member of my church or 
ongregation is to be blamed. 

r< 

a 

E 
ti 

I 

tl 

g 
u 

n 

w 

c< 

a 

t( 

h 

81 
y- 
rj 

s< 

P 
T 
Si 

¥ 
a 
ti 

m 

w 

u; 
ai 

d 
o 

b 
tt 

a 

t( 

u 

a 

b 

g 
tl 
ti 

W 

a 

o: 

fi 
b 

c 

Lne committee, in tneir earn, represent 
llder Drane as having stated to me, that 
llder Sledge had disavowed designing to 
ijure the feelings of myself or people, and 
hat upon this disavowal I had expressed 
ayself perfectly satisfied that a meeting 
vith Elder Sledge was unnecessary. 
Now, so far as I recollect, no such dis- 

ivowal was reported to me; and had it been 
lone, it could not have satisfied me. For 
1 have but one opinion of Mr. Sledge’s con- 
luct, and that is, that it was discourteous, 
ingentlemanly and unchristian, and no 

tmount of explanation or apology would 
sver convince me to the contrary. The 

incerity of a man’s motives is no excuse 
or his repulsive and insolent conduct, es- 

lecially if he professes to be a Christian 
md a minister. 
In a personal interview with Elder Drane, 

vho called upon me to express his deep 
nortification at what had occurred, I stated 
,o him that I had been disposed to blame 
iim for sending such a man to supply my 
mlpit, when he must have known his ante- 
:edents and character. He replied that he 
lid not personally know Elder Sledge, but 
jhat he had been represented to him as a 
nan of talents and a strong man, and that 
le thought he was sending to our church 
jne of their best men. I then stated, that 
[ was perfectly satisfied so far as he (Mr. 
Drane) was concerned, and no blame was 

t! 
il 
f 

a 

8 
ii 

F 
r 

i 
t 

s 

t 

1 
t 

1 
1 

< 

i 

i 
t 

i 

1 

;o be attached to him in the matter, ernes h.a 
Elder Drane also stated that a commit- 

tee would call upon me, and that I was at j 
liberty to receive them or riot) as was most 
agreeable to myself. I replied that I did 

1 

not care to see the committee, that I had ; 
important business to attend to, and did not . 

wish to be any further troubled; that 1 
did not believe any committee could throw 

any more light on the subject than had 
already been given, and that I, as an indivi- 

dual, was willing to let the subject pass—but 
that I would not answer for my people, who, 
I knew, were very indignant, and intensely 
excited, and would probably be alienated 
from the Baptist churches in the city, un- 
less some suitable disavowal were made. 
Now, this is the plain statement of the case, 
and I am persuaded Mr. Drane, with whom 
I have been upon terms of the warmest 
Christian intercourse, will confirm all I have 
here said. 

This, therefore, does not look like being 
jperfectly satisfied, as the committee say, with 
Elder Sledge’s disavowal and apology; but 
puts a new phase upon the thing altogether. 
Again, the committee say that “they 

sincerely regret that Elder Sledge was mis- 
understood,” &c. Now, there was no mis- 
understanding in the case, not the least. 
They will at least give us credit for some 
intelligence and discernment. We have 
sense enough, I hope, to know when a man I 
uehaves like^i gentleman anl a Christian, I 
md when he does not; and when his lan- 

ruage is offensive and insulting, or other- 
vise. We did not misunderstand Elder 
Pledge. His aims and designs were too 

spparent to be misunderstood by men of 
iven ordinary discernment and intelligence, 
md we shall not yield our judgment and . 

onclusions to those of that self-constituted 
ommittee, however sage and judicious they . 

say be. And that I am not mistaken, is , 

vident from the fact that the convention i 
ppointed a special committee to investigate ( 
he subject, who having ascertained all the ] 
lets in the case from the mouths of several ] 
ubstantial witnesses, and Mr. Sledge him- i 
elf having accepted their statement as true, ^ 

eported a resolution that the conduct of 
^ 

llder Sledge was “injudicious, improper t 

nd highly censurable.” But this resolu- 
on, after discussion, was laid on the table, j 
nd the appointment of the special commit- c 
se erased from the records of the conven- . 

on. 
8 

And thus did the convention virtually r 
* dorse the principles and conduct of Elder , 

ledge, and let him go forth to the world < 

iwhipt of justice. And the card of Messrs, 
raves and others is only the echo, evi- M 

3ntly, of this decision of the convention. 
*###•**** a 

It is proper to add, that the pastors and 
embers of the two Baptist churches in the 
ty have done all that could be expected 
honorable Christian gentlemen, in this 

hole matter. Elder Drane has several 
mes called upon me, and so has Elder 
endrickson, and Messrs. Austin and Dent 
-all of whom have expressed their deepest 
igrets at what has occurred, and have dis- 
mwed all sympathy with the conduct of 
lder Sledge and the action of the conven- 
er, >> 
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“The just shall live by faith.” This is 
ie way you will live, if you are to bring 
ory to God. “The just” will be quite shut 
j by God to the life of faith. God will 
3t permit you to “walk by sight,” but He 
ill so arrange matters that you will be 

impelled to trust in Him, and walk by faith 
one. He may even leave you for a time 

' Satan’s temptations, or let your own evil 
:art break out upon you, or even permit 
liritual things to go into confusion, so that 
)u will not be able to see “sun nor stars,” 
ither than allow you to injure your own 
mis, or be deprived of deep Christian ex- 
?rience, by walking by sight, according to 
>ur own heart’s ways. God’s way is in the 
a, and His path in the great waters.” 
rhen wave after wave rolls over you; when 

;ep calleth unto deep; when your much 
ied heart is almost breaking under a 
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ignty load ot sorrows—when you are 

alking in darkness, and getting no light 
)on the ways of Jehovah in His providence; 
id when you pray for the Holy Spirit to 

>scend, and there are no indications of His 

itpouring—ah, it is not easy then to live 
f faith; but you will then feel that you must. 
live by faith,” or else you cannot live at 

1. “Lord save me, I perish,” was the ut- 
rance of a real disciple, when he gazed 
ion the heaving surges of a stormy sea ; 
id this will likely be yours also, if you are 
rought into circumstances of extreme dan- 
jr, difficulty, and sorrow. We never know 
ie weakness of our faith until the day of 
lery trial” comes, and then we feel that 
e need earnestly to present the prayer, 
Lord, increase our faith.” How few there 
•e who can live by faith. The majority 
: 

professors, the moment they are put upon 
ith as the only means of life, do not live, 
ut die. Ah, there are few who can say, 
I live by faith of the Son of God.” Many 
iuld live delightfully by faith, if they had 
little corner of sight as well; but when 
ley are shut up to faith alone, they feel as 
all was over with them, and as if God had 

irgotten them. 
My dear friends, let me beseech you to 

im at being strong in faith, that you may 
ive glory to God. I know well that it is 
atural for you to lean on various spiritual 
rops, and sometimes God permits these to 
s, especially until we have taken root and 
Town for a season; but afterwards he 
akes them away, lest the plants of grace 
hould cast out their tendrils over them, to 
heir hindrance in spiritual growth, and 
est they should be prevented from sending 
p all their shoots to climb the “Tree of 
ife.” “I had fainted, unless I had believed 
o see the goodness of the Lord, in the land 
f the living.” It is very dangerous, as 
veil as very sinful, to be unbelieving. It is 

ery dangerous to your own souls, to get 
nto a despairing, discouraged, and discon- 
olate state of mind. One verse in Num. 
:xi. tells us that “the soul of the people 
?as much discouraged because of the way ;” 
n the next we are told that “the people 
pake against God, and against Moses;” 
md in the next we read that “the Lord sent 

iery serpents among the people, and they 
)it the people, and much people .of Israel, 
lied." Much discouragement occasioned 
inch sin, and ended in much death. 0 take 
:are Jest this should be the case with you. 
5e not discouraged, lest you languish, and 
ade, and did “Wait on the Lord : be of 

jood courage, and He shall strengthen thine 
ieart; wait, I sayj on the Lord.” -“The 

lalvation of the righteousis of the Lord ; 
Je is their strength in the time of trouble.” 
‘Trust ye in the Lord for ever, for in 'the 
Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength.” 
I will not speak much, lest I should speak 

;oo much; and I will not speak at all, unless 
[ can speak to purpose.—Bj>. Beveridge, 
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Silence is Sometimes a Virtue. 

It is a virtue, when one has nothing to 
say, to keep silence. Words without ideas 
are dead bodies without souls. The neigh- 
borhood of them is not good. When one 
has nothing within impelling him to speak, 
he will, almost of necessity, open his mouth 
inconsiderately. He will talk nonsense and 
folly, both better unsaid. And, inasmuch 
as fault-finding is one of the easiest possible 
employments, and requires the least possi- 
ble thought, he who speaks when he has 
really nothing which requires utterance—in 
other words—who talks for the sake of talk- 

ing—will often commence the ungracious 
and unprofitable business of discussing the \ 
failings of his neighbors. It were better 
for himself, and quite as well for them, that 
he should keep silence and meditate upon 
his own. 

It is a virtue also to keep silence when 
others have something better to say fhan W"- 
have. The conversation of the learned and 
discreet is one of the most valuable sources 
of improvement. But if we talk we cannot 
listen. And the listeningof ordinary minds 

*' 

n the company of the wise, is as much bet- 

ter than talking, as wisdom is better than 
'oily. Truly wise men are also apt to be 
silent, and need to be urged into conversa- 
tion or they will not partake in it. Youth— 
is a general rule—does well to keep silence 
oefore age. It is one of the worst features 
if our time, that the loquacity and hot- 
leadedness, and unsettled principle of youth 
ms so far usurped power, in our nation, 
rom the hands of those who alone have 
eally that knowledge and virtue without 
rhich our counsels will be folly and our end 
udden and inglorious. 

A ~_• a. *4 t 
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3 manifest that no possible good may come 
f the speech. It is sometimes “safe to be 
ilent.” Silence is often the most effective 
nswer to the attack of an enemy. Plutarch 
emarks that Euripides was wont to say—• 
Silence is an answer to a wise man.” 
But,” continues Plutarch, “we have greater 
ccasion for it in our dealings with fools and 
nreasonable persons, for men of breeding 
nd sense will be satisfied with reason and 
lir words.” 
A dignified silence is often the most elo- 

uent and irresistable of all conceivable re- 
lies to insult, of all judicious reproofs of 
n. It is related of an eminent American 

lergyman, that he was once crossing a 
ountry ferry with an equally eminent 
.merican jurist, and that, by some accident 
ie boatman plashed the jurist rather un- 
leasantly with water, which mishap called 
>rth a sudden and unguarded oath from, 
le lips of the angry man. The clergy- 
lan fixed his large and speaking eye with 
look of blended surprise and sadness 

pon the jurist, but uttered not a word, 
he reproof, at once so severe and so deli- 
ite, was felt and gratefully acknowledged, 
s no words of expostulation could possibly 
ave been. 

Again, silence is often a virtue, because 
assists meditation. Self-examination, that 
idispensable pre-requisite of all spiritual 
fe and growth, demands silence. The lips, 
ften the eyes, need to be closed, that the 
>ul may withdraw itself from the outward 
orld and inquire concerning its own affairs 
nd destinies. The natural language of a 
eart that desires to commune with itself 
nd its Redeemer is— 

Again, silenoe is usually a virtue when 
e are angry, or in danger of becoming so. 
A soft answer turneth,” truly “away 
rath ;” but the difficulty is to make any 
srbal answer to an angry man without 

sing hard words. Silence, itself, is usually 
le softest and safest reply to an excited 
pponent. As fire kindles fire, so does wrath 
indie wrath—and human nature has such 
a undercurrent of unconscious sympathy, 
lat it is a very difficult for one to be be- 
lted and abused by an angry man, without 
indling from the flash of his eye, and the 
ng of his speech, and giving back bitter 
ords. Compress the lips firmly and wait 
while. Be simply silent, not sullen. Let 
im rave—no matter if he is wholly wrong, 
nd you wholly right,- Don’t say so now. 
[is wrath will burn out in a twinkling, if 
ou do not exasperate him by word or 

lance. And when he is silent, he will be 
shamed, and when he is ashamed he will 
e more likely to give you your due than 
ver. To an angry man it is indeed true, 
tat “though speech may be silver, silence 

golden.” David says, “I will keep my 
louth with a bridle when the wicked is be- 
>re me. I was dumb with silence, I held 

1} peace, even from good : and my sorrow 
•as stirred.” 

finally, silence is oiten a virtue in afflic- 
ion. “Silence,” says an old English Di- 
ine,” is a thing of great decorum in a suf- 
aring person, whose conlition properly 
alls him to sorrow; the most natural and 

lecoming dialect of which is to say nothing, 
^or even the common and received mea- 
ures of human converse allow it only to the 
irosperons, the gay and the rising persons 
if the world, to talk high, and argue and 
ixpostulate much to no purpose ; but when 
iffliction has brought a man so low as to 
nake it difficult for him to be heard, it has 
nade it also fit for him not to speak.” 
ling David uttered the precise instinct of 
i pious heart under oppressive sorrow. “I 

vas dumb—I opened not my mouth, be- 
;ause Thou didst it.” When God chastises 

ve need, with the understanding, to recog- 
lize the genuine justice of his treatment of 
is; with the will perfectly to submit to his 

will, we need to calm all ohf "rebellious 

nstincts and feelings into the most sin- 

sere submission; to suppress all murmuring 
ind revenge; and to breath forth the entire 
soul in the ejaculation, “ev^n^so,; Father, 
hr so it has seemed'gfood''sight.” 
But th e se'eioWIng and tnuWftuous thoughts 
lire not -'shell ^.ft'ow'fluent fr6)fl<the tongue. 
They :clog expression, They stop the vocalj 
machinery as a freshet stops a mill by an 
iverburthen jof .wateV. Silence ^befits ft 

burdened spirit. Resignation, even, trem- 
bles in its utterance. He who is‘enjoying 
that proof of God’s love which chastisement 
affords, will \“.hold his peace.’!'...lies, more 
with the inward voice of the: heart, than 

with the outward movement of. the lips, will 
lie even say—Thy WILL BE DO?'" 

Pain and pleasure, serenity and storm, 
are the alternate companions of every man 
in the journal of life.?—Jenkits Thomas. 
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RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, 

Saturday, January 1, 1859. 

THE NEW YEAR. 
' 

Oar paper is issued on the first day ol 

'..-the new year, and the coincidence of dates 

makes it proper that we should take some 

note of this epoch in our history. Indeed 

jt is always proper to take such note ol 

passing time, because its flow is so noise- 

less that unless we thus mark it, at least at 

its annual divisions, we shall lose some oi 

its most valuable lessons. The past and 

the future so intimately blond with the pre- 
sent at this season that it is greatly wise 
to talk with both. 

The past year—what has it been? In 

many respects, like the year that preceded 
it, a season of joy and sorrow, of labor and 

rest, of loss and gain, of life and death, like 
all the years that have passed over our race 
since its sinful and sorrowful history began. 
Its early months were marked by sore pe- 
cuniary pressure, riches making to them- 
selves wings and flying away, bankruptcies, 
losses, disappointments and troubles sucli 

, as always attend a monetary crisis in s 

^ country like ours. But they were alse 

marked by the wonderful scenes of the 

great revival, that mighty wave of spiritua 
influence that swept over our land, like the 

rushing wind of Pentecost, and causing the 

cry “what must I do to be saved” to rise 

as it never has risen in this land since the 

days of Whitfield and Edwards. This ii 

after all the great event of this year, ex 

ceeding in its impoitance and its grandeu: 
all the political changes that have takei 

place on earth, for it has ushered into the 

kingdom those over whom there was joy it 
heaven among the angels, and those whe 

are to be kings and priests unto God. Thi; 

great event of the year stamps it with i 

peculiar character, and should give a pecu 
liar direction to our musings. 

Have we been revived during the pas 
year? Have our own hearts enjoyed thi 

awakening influence? Has our church fel 

it? If it has, where are the fruits? When 

is the increase that naturally follows tin 

fertilising shower? Where the works o 

faith and labors of love? Has tho pas 

year shown any advance in these respects 
Have we prayed more, labored more, sacri 
ficed more than before? Have we givei 
more thought, time, and money to the cans' 
of Christ than before? Have we talkei 

with the impenitent more than before 

Have we increased in any labors for Christ’ 

cause ? If not, we have sadly misimproved 
or sadly mistaken this supposed awakening 
Let us rigidly examine ourselves on thesi 

points, and see what report the past yea 
will carry of us to heaven. 

If we have not been revived, if our hearts 

onr homes, our church, have been passei 

by, why is it? Not because God was un 

willing to visit us. The very gifts that w 

gave our children in the holidays have ; 

tongue to teach us, for if we being evil 

know how to give good gifts to our children 
how much more will our Heavenly Fathe 

give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him 
Hence if we have been unvisited, the faul 

is in ourselves, and we should carefully asl 
ourselves, why is it? In whose tent, ii 

what secret place of our hearts or homes an 
hidden the wedge of gold and Babylonisl 
garment that have averted the blessing ? 

These musings on the past year are ou 
best preparation for entering on the comini 

year. The errors of the past, are the teach 

ers of the present, and the guidings of th 
future. Wherein we have come short ii 

the one, we should.seek to make up in tin 

other. The duties omitted, or negligentl 
performed, the sins peimitted or imperfectl 
resisted, the dangers neglected, or partiall 
encountered, all tell us what we must do 

We enter on an untried stage of our jour 
ney. To many it will be the closing stage 
To some of us it may be, probably will be 
the last stage. Some of the eyes that nos 

trace these lines, will before this year close, 

have slept the last long sleep. Eeader, ii 

it you ? Tour last year is coming, and yoi 
can have, in any event, but a few years, ye 
to live, and each New Year morning bring! 
you nearer to the last that shall ever dawr 

on your earthly path. If a voice fron 

Heaven wa3 to assure you that this was 

really your last, and that the light of the 
next New Year would rest on your grave 
how would you begin this year? Whai 

would be your plans? Say, honestly, ii 

you would not act in regard to God and his 
church, and cause, differently, from the waj 
you are intending to do? If so be assurec 

that there is probably some reservation ir 

your plans, and that a3 you would act ii 

you knew it were your last year, you pro- 

bably should act, when you know it may bt 
so. Surely it is wiser to begin this year st 
that in any event, there shall be no regrets; 
whether we end it in time, or in eternity, 

BLIND BARTIMEUS. 

Circumstances have prevented us from 

examining, until within a few days, this 
book by Prof. Hoge, and we take this op- 
portunity of informing our readers how rich 
a treat they have in store. We regard it 
as one of the very best books of the kind 

in our language. Accurate in exposition, 
full in doctrine, rich in illustration, and 

eloquent in thought and language, and 

above all full of unction, it must take its 

stand among the very best practical books 

of the day. In its pungent directness we 

are often reminded of Ryle, and in its pic- 
turesque beauty and graphic eloquence oi 

Guthrie. We are aware that this is high 

praise, but we think it not undeserved, and 
; 

our readers will think so, we believe, if they 
will read it for themselves. M. 

PRIMITIVE BAPTISM. 

Who that has road “Keith on the Pro- 

phesies” has not been struck with the nu- 

merous evidences of their truth, which that 

author has derived from Gibbon’s “Decline 

and fall of the Roman Empire?” But Gib- 

bon who was no friend of the Bible—no 

believer in its inspiration,” drew from other 
sources the chief materials out of which his 

history was constructed. So the traveller 

in oriental lands, if he records what he sees 

with ordinary fidelity, no matter what his 

creed or what his prejudices—rarely fails 

to throw light on some portions of the sa- 

cred word. Take for example, the latest 
of these tourists, the Rev. H. S. Osborn 

who in his “Palestine past and present,” 
gives an account of his visit to the Castle 

of Tibnin, on his way from Tyre to Jerusa- 
lem. This castle was built A. D. 1107, by 
Hugh, of St. Omar, then Lord of Tiberias, 
and now held by the Sheik of the district 

who is of the Mahomedan sect of Metaw- 

ilch Arabs. But before we quote his ac- 
count of the ceremony preliminary to the 
dinner of which he and his party partook 
with the Lord of the Castle, it may not be 

improper to repeat the remark which is 

often made—that Eastern customs have un- 

dergone no perceptible change for more 

than twenty centuries, and to remind the 

reader that he will find in this account an 

illustration of Mark vii: 3,4. “For the 

Pharisees and all the Jews, except they wash 

(nipsontai) their hands oft, eat not, holding 
the tradition of the elders, and when they 
come from the market, except they wash 

{baptisontai) they eat not; and many other 

things there be which they have received to 
hold as the washing (baplismous) of cups and 
pots, brazen vessels and tables”—Xow the 

nipsontai and the baptisontai and the baptis- 
mous are all translated icash. But was this 

washing by immersion? Let us turn to our 

author and learn. 

I 

I 

l 

i 

I 

t 

1 

t 

I 
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“And now there are signs of dinner, and 
the table is set before the divan, and next 

occurs the necessity of washing before eat- 

ing. Every one in the East washes his 

hands, and sometimes both mouth and hands 
before sitting down to meat. This is so 

strongly rooted in the oriental idea of 

cleanliness that I doubt whether in ordinary 
Turkish company some would not object to 
eat until the guest had performed this act 
as one of necessity as well as of courtesy. 
Two servants presented themselves on the 
announcement of dinner, the one with a 

napkin (futah) and a brass basin, apparent- 
ly plated or gilded, the other with a pitcher 
of the same metal. The basin contained 

an inverted basin, which was perforated, 
and prevented us from enjoying what would 
have been the usual occidental quantity and 
method of application on such occasions, as 
we were permitted to use only what fell 

from the spout of the pitcher which was in 
the hands of the other attendant. In this 

it immediately occurred to me I saw a re- 

semblance to the Jewish custom in all coun- 

tries of having an urn near the entrance of 
the synagogue with a fascet from which the 

water falls upon the fingers, the cleansing 
being in their case simply ceremonial. * 

* * * This may have been the method 

adopted by Elijah when he “poured water 
on the hands of Elisha (2 Kings iii: 2.) In 

the present case, however, the custom is re- 

quired by the manner of eating, as the in- 
habitants universally use the fingers—and 
yet there is a degree of nicety in the act the 
idea of which is seldom fully conveyed by 
the simple announcement of it. Among 
the genteel classes little pieces of bread are 
always used to convey to the mouth what 

would require with Europeans the use of 

the spoon or fork; and some are particularly 
careful to select from the bread that which 

will answer the desired object. The crust 

&c.,” pp. 318-320. 

i 

Now the author in this extract makes no 
' 

allusion to the rite of baptism. He merely 
describes one of the customs of the East. 

But every one must recognize it as the 

identical custom which is recorded in the 

gospel of Mark already quoted. In both 
’ 
cases there was the jcashing before eating, 
and as this washing in Mark is called bap- 
tism, it is very manifest that there can be 

baptism without immersion. The “brazen 

vessels” of Mark, and the “brass basin” of 
which our author speaks, and the “table” 
spoken of by both, and the cups and pols of 
Mark, and the dishes and the bowls of which 
our author afterwards speaks in describing 
the dinner, all of which would have to be 

washed or baptized, furnish additional evi- 
dence—if additional evidence be needed— 
that the one case is the exact counterpart of 
the other. There is only one thing needed 
in Mark’s description to complete the simi- 
larity. Mr. Osborn speaks of servants 

bringing the basin and the water. But 

Mark leaves it indeterminate whether the 

Jews went themselves to the water to be 

baptized, or whether the water was brought 
to them. But Peter seems to have settled 

that question at the house of Cornelius 

when he said “can any man forbid water 
that these should not be baptized ?” Acts x: 
47. And the water seems not to have been 

forbidden but brought. And they seem to 
have been baptized in the very room where 
he had preached, just as Mr. Osborn and 

his party washed in the same room in the 
Castle of Tibnin where he dined. 

An additional illustration may be found 

in the last number of Challan’s illustrated 

monthly, on “the Fords of the Jordan.” 

It is here said that “an English traveller, a 
few years ago, saw 3,000 pilgrims and 2,000 
other visiters assembled there. The Greek 

Archbishop and the Turkish Governor of 

the District were there; and thus did the 

motley horde press forward and wash in a 
stream which they idly supposed had some 
virtue to cleanse them from something more 
than the filth of the flesh. * * * The 

young and the old—some spontaneously, 
others with reluctance, some with a shout of 

joy, others with alarm—dip in the waters— 

i.}o:i JHt* 1 . vn. :i'.; t 

! • k -d tjo.f h iff. PS 
t 

Priests are there ready to sprinkle those who 

apply to them." 
Now wa3 this washing and this dipping in 

the Jordan baptism? If so, who performed 
the ceremony? No priest—no officiating 
minister seems to have had any thing to do 
with it. But when the sprinkling is men- 

tioned, it seems to have been performed by 
the priests, upon those who had already 
dipped. We do not say that this sprinkling 
was baptism. It might be some other cere- 
mony of the Greek church. Still as it was 

performed by an officiating priest, it cannot 
fail to remind the reader of the multitudes 

who were baptized at the Jordan by John. 
And who can for a moment doubt that the 

purification denoted by baptism was per- 
formed by sprinkling, (Levit. xiv: 7; Num. 
viii: 7; Heb. ix: 19?) And the prophet 
Isaiah, (lii: 15,) alluding to gospel times 
says, “So shall he sprinkle many nations.’’ 
Now what will the “American (alias Bap- 

tist) Bible Union” do with such facts as 

these bearing upon the word baptize? Will 
they still believe that it was performed by 
immersion, and immersion only ? If so they 
believe, despite the strongest evidence to 
the contrary. Some Pmdobaptists of high 
repute have conceded that the original mode 
was by immersion. But it is our deliberate 

judgment founded in part upon a*multitude 
of such facts as are here recorded, that bap- 
tism was never performed by immersion 
until after superstition began to attach a 
mysterious efficacy to the water employed 
in the ceremony. 

It is also worthy of notice that wherever 
the ordinance of baptism is mentioned in 

the Scriptures it seems to have been ad- 

ministered with perfect simplicity, and with- 
out any of those attending circumstances 
which invariably accompany the immersion 
of the subject. How easily water could 

have been brought for the baptism of the 

three thousand on the day of Pentecost, and 
the rite administered, without disturbing at 
all the order of that remarkable religious 
service which was signalized by the gift of 
the Holy Spirit! How easily could the ser- 
vants of Cornelius have brought water for 
the baptism of those who had received the 
like gift! How easily could water have 

been brought for the baptism, in the dead 
of the night, of the Phillippian jailor; and 
also for the baptism of Paul in the room 

where he lodged in the city of Damascus! 

For Paul it will be remembered had been 

blind for three days under the effect of that 
overpowering light which arrested him in 

his persecuting career—had doubtless suf- 
fered in his mind excruciating agony—had 
been all this time without food—had just 
heard the gospel from the lips of Ananias, 
and by a miracle his sight had been restored 
to him; and there and then, for all that ap- 

pears to the contrary, he “arose—was bap- 
tized, and when he had received meat, he 
was strengthened.” All the circumstances 

of the case preclude the assumption that a 

bath or a pool was resorted to for the admi- 
nistration of the ordinance. His exhausted 

state from his long fasting, and from his 

deep mental distress would have required 
him to be strengthened before baptism, or 
such a supposition; but he arose and was 

baptized before he received meat and was 
strengthened. Hence it is fairly to be in- 
ferred that water was brought for his bap- 
tism, just as the servants brought water foi 
the washing of the guests in the Castle ol 
Tibnin. In the case of the Ethiopian Eu- 
nuch, who had been converted by the 

preaching of Philip while both were riding 
in his chariot, there is nothing from which 

baptism by immersion can be inferred. 

There was water it is true—and both went 

down to it. But the baptism which was 
there performed doubtless resembled, in 

the external act, that which is referred to ir 

the passage already quoted from the gospe’ 
of Mark. All the difference is, that it was 

administered by one to whom the commis- 
sion of Christ had been given to preach his 
gospel, and to baptize in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost. And as the ordinance in all cases 

seems to have been administered just when 
and where the power of the gospel had been 
felt in its converting efficacy—there is the 
strongest presumptive evidence that immer- 
sion was not the mode. 

THE SEASON. ip: < »•- 

The Christmas holidays, notwithstanding 
the inconveniencies they bring to house- 
keepers, have their social and domestic ad- 
vantages. They give men time to pause in 
the eager race of business life, and show 
a little of that neighborly civility and kind- 
ly interest in the welfare of others, too 

rarely exhibited, except at this genial sea- 
son of the year. During the Christmas ho- 
lidays scattered families are gathered once 
more around the same fireside, and the links 
of affection which though not weakened were 
dimmed by separation, grow bright again. 
And then the wealth of happiness which fills 
the hearts of children during these, to them, 
enchanted days! The poor too, have cause 
to bless the return of the season; for as the 
hearts of those who have been filled with 

temporal abundance, overflow with grati- 
tude, the streams which issue from such 

fountains make glad many households, where 
want is too often a guest. Nor are these 
benefactions confined to the rich. During 
the present week, three little girls handed 
us ten dollars to be distributed among the 

poor, every cent of which had been earned 

by their own industry. This is true charity, 
such as heaven owns and blesses. 

Nor among those who feel the advan- 

tages of the season need we except the poor 
preachers! Many a pastor’s heart has been 
gladdened by the evidences of appreciation 
and affection which the spontaneous offer- 

ings of his congregation have afforded. In 

our country congregations, especially, it is 

in the power of the people to make many 
importantant additions to the domestic stores 
of thej pastor, in ways not at all burden- 
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some to themselves; and these souvenirs so 
much valued for their intrinsic worth, and 
for the evidence thej furnish of the una- 
bated love of the people, often animate the 
pastor to new efforts for the good of those 
to whom he ministers, and cheer him amidst 
the varied trials of his calling. 
The mere payment of pew rent, or of a 

subscription to the pastor’s salary, is no in- 
dication of personal regard for him—it is 

the discharge of a debt, compelled by com- 
mon honesty—and when a 'minister never 
receives any other token of appreciation 
from the people to whom he devotes his 

thoughts, his sympathies, and his toils, by 
day and by night, from year to year, then 
he is a man to whom the lines have not 

fallen in the most pleasant places. Let us 

hope that such cases have been rare; that 
few pastors have been made more despond- 
ent by the very season which has gladdened 
all others; and that few of our people havt 
been so regardless of the men to wliorr 

they sustain relations so tender and sacred 

PRESBYTERIANISM IN NEW 
ENGLAND. 

We have received several letters from 

New England in regard to a movement thai 
is now making there, which we hail witl 

much pleasure. It is an effort to establisl 

Presbyterianism in the very heart of Nev 

England, in Boston itself. This is indeec 

carrying the war into Africa, and carrying 
it in tho right way. We believe that the 

very thing needed by New England now 
to save it from a universal distintegratior 
of all faith, is a wide leaven of 0. S. Pres- 

byterianism, and that there is no region or 
the face of the earth that needs this kind o; 

missionary labor, more than New England 
And the field is a very promising one. A 

great many of the right-hearted and sounc 
New Englanders are sick of that politica 
ranting that has now occupied their pulpiti 
for so long a time, and that has destroyer 
almost every vestige of true religion in somi 
places, and they are longing for something 
better. Many have left the Congregationa 
churches and gone to the Episcopal church 
who would have united with an 0. S. Pres 

byterian church if one had been near them 
Many more are ready foi such a step, if tin 
way is open. Hence |he movement is our 
of the most important and gratifying tha 
has been made for many years. If a largr 
O. S. Presbyterian influence were estab 
lished in N. England, it would do more t< 
save the Union and preserve the peace o 

this country than a ship load of politicians 
Already there are threej and soon will bi 
four churches established in Boston. Ai 
soon as there are ministers enough, a Bos 
ton Presbytery will be organised, which witl 
the Presbyteries of Londonderry and Con 
necticut will be formed into the Synod of N 
England. We hail this as a harbinger o 
better days for New England. 
We wish that we coultl induce some of ou: 

readers to render goojl for evil by aiding 
these young churches. We believe that n< 

missionary field promises richer results 
The brethren having charge of the matte: 
have called on us for ail from the Southeri 

churches, believing thai they were doing i 

work in which the Souk could not but fee 
an interest. We hope that some materia 
aid may be rendered <o them, and we wil 

gladly transmit any furds that may be sen 
to us for this purpose We have many i 

son of New England ii the South, who ma' 
now greatly bless his nother. 
We append to this a printed appeal fron 

the pastor of one of tie churches. 
‘‘AN IMPORTANT ENTERPRISE. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN BOSTON. 

“After the lapse of nearly three quarter 
of a century, the Prebyterian church is re 
established in the commercial capital of N 
England. Two flourishing churches, re 

cently organized, have just been receivec 
into the Old School Plesbyterian connection 
which give promise bf great efficiency ii 

doing a work much needed in this city 
The conservative position of this body, ii 
reference to many of the leading question: 
of the day, will commend it to the favor o 
very many in this community. It is our de- 
sire to place this enterprise on such a bash 
—in a pecuniary point of view—that it wil 
move forward successfully, and secure the 
confidence and respect of the entire com- 
munity. Thus far, tiese objects have beer 
attained. 

± no x* o/oo i/iiurcii is engaged in erecting 
a neat and comfortable, but not expensive 
House of Worship, 
about Eight Thousai 
iu addition to what 

which it will require 
d Dollars to complete 
has been already ex- 

pended upon it. It is very desirable that 
this church should be immediately completed: 
and that when ready to occupy, it should be 
entirely free of debt. We make a si’ECiAi 
appeal to our brethren of the Presbyterian 
Church to aid us, just now: being assured 
that our increased prosperity and the wel- 
fare of our cause here, will be the imme- 
diate result. 
“We respectfully bring before the atten- 

tion of all who take an interest in this mat- 

ter, the importance of aiding a movement 
which Providence has so auspiciously com- 
menced. It is the beginning of a work that 
is to last for generations, and it should be 
well done. 

“Any funds addressed to Eev. II. II, 

Johnson, East Boston, Mass., will be im- 
mediately acknowledged: and, under the di- 
rection of an efficient business committee, 
will be judiciously expended in this good 
work. H. H. Johnson, 

Pastor of the First Pres. Ch’h, Boston. 
East Boston, Dec. 4th, 1S58.” 

Appended to this appeal are recommen- 
dations from the Princeton Professors, and 
other eminent ministers of our church. 

The Editors acknowledge the receipt of 
the following sum, viz: 

For Board of For. Missions, (for India,) 
A new year’s offering from a friend 

-- in the Valley of Va., $5 00 

Mr. John A. Pickens was ordained by 
the Presbytery of the Western District, on 
the 2d ultimo, and installed pastor of the 
Union church. His Post Office address is 

Brownsville, Tennessee. 
~ 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 
For the Central Presbyterian. 

Call to the Ministry. 
_ 

! 

The church has always held that none 
should preach the gospel, but those who 
are called of God. The solid proof of this 
is not to be sought in those places of the 
Scripture, where a special divine call was 
given to old Testament prophets and 

priests, or to apostles ; although such pas- 
sages have been often thus misapplied. 
(Among those misquoted texts, should be 
reckoned Heb. v: 4 ; which the Apostle 
there applies, not to ministers, but to priests, 
and especially Christ.) The call of these 

peculiar classes was extraordinary, and by 
special revelation, suited to those days of 
theophanie3 and inspiration. But those 

days have now ceased, and God governs his 
church exclusively by his providence, and 
the Holy Spirit applying the written Scrip- 
tures. Yet there is a geueral analogy be- 
tween the call of a prophet or apostle, and 
that of a gospel preacher; in that both are, 
in some form from God, and both summon 
men to a ministry for God. The true proof 
that none now should preach but those call- 
ed of God, is rather to be found in such 
texts as Acts, xx: 28. (“Take heed * * * 

to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers.”) 1 Cor. xii: 28, 
&c; and in the obvious reason, that the 
minister is God’s ambassador; and the 

sovereign alone can appoint such an agent. 
What then is the call to the gospel mi- 

nistry Before the answer to this ques- 
tion is attempted, let us protest against the 
vague, mystical, and fanatical notions of a 
call, which prevail in many minds, fostered, 
we are sorry to admit, by not a little un- 

scripuurtii i»eaciiiiig iruui ^iiriswaus. x eo- 

pie seem to imagine that some voice is to 

he heard, or some impression to be felt, on 
some impulse to be given to the soul, they 
hardly know what, or whence, which is t* 
force the man into the ministry without ra- 
tional or scriptural deliberation. And if 
this fantastic notion is not realized, (as it 
is not like to be, except among those p»r- 

, sons of feverish imagination who, of all 
men, have least business in the pulpit,) the 
young Christian is encouraged to conclude 

1 that he is exempt. Let the pious young 
; man ask himself this plain question: Is 

l there any other expression of God’j will 

given to us except the Bible ? Where else 
does God authorize us to look for informa- 
tion as to any duty ? The call to the mi- 

' 

nistry then, is to be found, like the; call to 
1 every other duty, in the teachings of God’s 
i revealed word. The Holy Spirit has ceased 
; to give direct revelations: He speaks to no 
rational adult now, through any other me- 
dium than his Word, applied by his gracious 
light to the understanding and conscience. 

1 To look for any thing else from Him is su- 
: perstition. While the call of prophets and 
, apostles was by special revelation, that of 
, the gospel minister may be termed a scrip- 
^ 
lural call. 

What then is a call to the gospel minis- 
try ? We answer : it is an expression of the 

1 divine will that a man should preach the gos- 
pel. To this, another question succeeds : 

, How does God now give a man that expres- 
f sion of his will ? We answer : He does it 

thus; by enlightening and influencing the 
man’s conscience and understanding, and 
those of his Christian brethren, to under- 
stand the Bible truths, and the circurn- 

i stances and qualifications in himself, which 
, reasonably point out preaching as his work. 
, 
The full and certain call to the ministry is 
uttered by the Holy Spirit, both to the can- 

1 didate himself, aud by the church. The 
1 medium of its utterance is God’s dealing 
l with the candidate and the principles of the 
[ written Scriptures. The object of these re- 
[ marks will be secured, by explaining the 
above definition in a series of particulars. 

1. First then, a call to preach is not com- 
1 plete until the Holy Spirit has uttered it, 
r not only in the Christian judgment of the 
candidate himself, but in that of his bre- 

, thren also. Their minds, taught of the 

Holy Ghost, and inspired by Him with spi- 
ritual principles and affections, recognize in 
the candidate a “brother beloved,” fitted 
by his spiritual gifts for the ministry, and 
their utterance of this judgment is a part 

1 of his vocation. Sometimes, as in the case 
of Knox, the brethren anticipate the can- 

1 

didate’s own conclusions in uttering this 

i call; usually they follow it, by uttering it 
after he has acted so far on the probable 

1 evidence of a call found in his own Chris- 
tian judgment, as to prepare himself to 

’ 

preach. And it is manifest that the can- 
1 
didate must necessarily, in common cases, 

! proceed so far as his preparation, on the 

incomplete evidence he finds in himself, 
’ 

greatly confirmed indeed, by the advice of 
individual brethren; because the church 
cannot usually judge his probable call, until 
he prepares himself. 

2. The principles of Scripture which the 
Spirit will employ to instruct him and his 
brethren as to the divine will, are such as 

these : That “it pleases God by the foolish- 
ness of preaching-to save them that believe? 
1 Cor. i: 21. Rom. x: 14. That every 
man is bound to render to God the highest 
service and love which his circumstances 
and capacities admit; Deut. vi: 5. Matt, 
xxii: 37. That “we are not our own, for 
we are bought with a price, and must there- 
fore glorify God in our bodies and spirits 
which are his:” 1. Cor. xi: 20. Rom. xiii: 
1. That “whether therefore we eat or drink, 
or whatsoever we do, we must do all to the 

glory of God.” 1. Cor. x: 31. That the 
work of him who is permitted to preach the 
gospel, is of all others most' excellent ; 
Titus iii: 1. James, v : 20. Daniel xii: 3. 
And that every Christian has been redeem- 
ed from his sin and death by the Saviour, 
for no other purpose than this, that he 
shall be that, and do that, by which he can 
best glorify his Lord. Acts xxvi: 16. 

Eph. i: 6. These Scriptures, and a hundred 
others, plainly teach, that the only condi- 
tion of discipleship permitted by Christ to 
any believer, is complete self-consecration 
to His service. In this, the self-devotion 
of the minister i3 just the same as that of 
all other true Christians. If a Christian 
man proposes to be a teacher, physician, 
lawyer, mechanic, or farmer, it must be, 
not chiefly from promptings of the world or 
self, but chiefly because he verily believes 
he can, in that calling, best serve hi3 hea- 
venly Master. If he hath not this conse- 

cration, we do not say he is unfit for the 

ministry only; he i3 unfit to be a disciple 
of Jesus Christ. If any man think this 
standard of dedication too strict, let him 
understand at once, that he is “not fit for 
the kingdom of God ;” let him relinquish 
his delusive hope of salvation; let him at 

once go back among the dark company of 
Christ’s enemies, on the ground scathed and 
riven by the lightnings of his wrath, and 
under the mountainous load of all his sins 
unatoned and unforgiven. Thera is no 

other conditio? of salvation. For did not 
Christ redeen the whole man ? Did he 
not purchase with his blood all our powers, 
and our whae energies, if we are his dis- 

ciples ? W| profess to desire to love him 
with our waole souls; and therefore, what 
reason is thme, which demands a part of the 
exertion aid service in our power, which 
does not aso demand the whole? That 

professor ef religion who contents himself 
with exertiig for his Saviour a portion only 
of the elfciency for which his capacities 
enable hin, confesses himself a hypocrite. 
The modiktm of religious effort which he 

renders, ii not truly rendered to Christ, 
but to sel-righteousness, or to a guilty con- 
science, o’ to public opiuiou. Had the mo- 
tives whih exacted this partial service been 
genuine,they would assuredly have exacted 
the whoh. Let every young Christian heed 
this solenn truth ; and the question of the 
ministrywill be relieved of its indistinctness. 
For thei, the question of the profession in 
which be shall serve God will be seen, by 
every Christian, to be only the relative one 
as to hs own capacities, and the demands 
of Goc’s cause at that time. 

Thieleads us to add another important 
class of texts, by which the Holy Spirit will 
inform the judgment both of the candidate 
and hii brethren, as to his call. It is that 
class in which God defines the qualifications 
of a minister of the gospel. Let the reader 

consult, as the fullest specimens, 1. Timo- 
thy iii; 1—7. Titus i: 6—9. The in- 

quirer is to study these passages, seeking 
th« light of God’s Spirit to purge his mind 
frcin all clouds of vanity, self-love, preju- 
diee; in order to see whether he has, oi 
can possibly acquire, the qualifications here 
s/t down. And his brethren, under the in- 
Whence of the same Spirit, must candidly 
fecide by the same standard, whether they 
&hall call him to preach or not. 

3. Our definition of the call to preach 
asserted that God would make known his 
will to the candidate and to his brethren, 
not only through the medium of the Scrip- 
tures, but also of outward circumstances 
and qualifications viewed in the light ol 

Scripture truth. Much has been said bj 
Christians concerning “the leadings of pro- 
vidence,” touching the duty of preaching 
and many other duties. And not a little 

nonsense, with perhaps some profanity, has 
been uttered on this subject. It is true 

that every thing which befalls us is deter- 
mined by God’s special providence; foi 
which reason we justly conclude, that ir 

many cases, an occurrence, after it has hap 
pened, is a real expression to us of God’s 
will. But there is another truth, that tht 

designs of God’s special providence art 

chiefly reserved among the awful secrets o 
his own fathomless wisdom. He forbids ui 
to attempt to surmise his secret purpose 
from the apparent tendencies of his sove 
reign dealings, and pointedly remands ui 

to “the law and the testimony” for our prac 
tical guidance. The light which “provi- 
dences” cast upon the question of God’ 
will as to our conduct, is chiefly cast back 
ward on the past; not forward on the future 
The man who attempts to frame the “lead 

ings of Providence” into an indication o 

duty, instead of resorting to His reveal 
ed will, is often in danger of wicked! 

intruding into those secrets which belonj 
to the Lord our God, and of profanely foist 

ing the selfish leanings of his own inclina 
tion upon the Holy One, as the teaching c 
His acts. 

There are indeed, certain dispensation 
of Providence, which, in the light of th 

Word, do clearly reveal God’s will. If H 
has deprived any man of the health, th 
voice, or the knowledge, without which h 
cannot possibly preach, and has made i 

absolutely impossible to acquire or regai 
them ; or if he has surrounded a man wit 

clear, unavoidable duties, which cannot pos 
sibly be postponed or delegated, and whic 
are clearly incompatible with the ministry 
here is indeed a sure expression of the di 
vine will that he may not preach. But i 
has often been said, in well-meant treatise 
on the call to the ministry, that a Christia 
may know whether God designs him t 

preach, by the providential facilities whic' 
open, or hindrances which seem to bar, th 
entrance into the sacred office. This rul 
is to be accepted with many “grains of al 
lowance.” If God has facilitated the ac 

quisition of the suitable learning, and th 
other means for preachiner, it does indeed 

present a probable evidence that the perso 
may perhaps be called. But the convers 
is not true. If circumstances have hedge 
up the young Christian’s access to the mi 

nistry with obstacles, difficulties, hardships 
we freely admit that all these are deter 
mined by God’s special purpose and provi 
dene. But we do not know what God mean 

by them. He has not told that young Chris 

tian, whether he means to tell him thereb 
that he must not preach, or whether H 
means it for “the trial of his faith, tha 

being much more precious than gold tha 
perisheth, it may be found unto praise, am 
honor, and glory, at the appearing of Jesu 
Christ.” Let that man therefore take heed 
how he presumptuously misinterprets a Pro 
vidence which God has not authorized hin 
to read at all; let him turn to the Bibl 
and to prayer. How plausibly might thi 

great Apostle have argued after the mo 
dern fashion, when he met shipwreck 
scourgings, prisons, stoning, wanderings 
neglect, poverty, in the prosecution of hi 

ministry, that “the leadings of Providence' 
clearly indicated he was not called to s 

foreign mission !” But he argued no sucl 
thing: He knew better. He said: “Norn 
of these things move me ; neither count 

my life dear, so that I might finish my coursi 
with joy, and the ministry which Ireceivet 
from the Lord Jesus.” Does the readei 

object, that Paul had a revealed call; bu 
we common mortals must judge by jus 
these providential events, which he proper 
ly disregarded. Let us take then the cas< 
of Dr. Wm. Carey, the great Baptist mis 
sionary to Hindustan When he first 1 e rai 
to seek his duty, a poor shoemaker, with i 

growing family already upon his hands 
without classical learning, without money 
without patronage, with the power of the 
East India company so arrayed against the 
gospel, that it was forbidden to all theii 

ships even to carry a missionary across the 

ocean, might not he have plausibly con' 

eluded, according to this arrangement, thai 
“the leadings of Providence” were againsi 
him? But who can now doubt that he was 
called of God, first to become a preachei 
of the gospel, and then to begin the Seram- 
poore mission. By this cowardly argument 
Washington would have judged the “lead- 
ings of Providence” to be against the cause 
of his country. But why mention the ter 
thousand cases, in which history shows us 
the noblest enterprises were conducted tc 
success, with the final blessing of Provi- 
dence as no one now doubts, only by braving 
obstacles almost insuperable ? If then, the 

young Christian is surrounded with out- 
ward hindrances, it is his duty to ask, “Is it 
possible for me lawfully to conquer them, 

by the most strenuous exertions of my best 

1 ess-® [ £ sits 

faculties, nerved by deathless love 
Christ?” If it is, then it may be his d 
to preach. 

(to be continued.) 
For the Central Presbyterian. 

Union Theological Seminary, ) 
December 17th, 1858. ) 

Messrs. Editors,—Several friends of n 
in the Westminster Presbyterian chut 
Baltimore, of which I was pastor when cal 
to the Seminary, have sent me a present 
one hundred dollars, to be expended on J 
Lecture room. 

With this sum the room has been paint! 
carpeted, supplied with Venetian shuttf 
and adorned with three of Kiepert’s eleg 
and accurate wall-maps. It is now as co 
fortably and tastefully furnished as one < 

well desire. 
But why do I write of these things in 

Central? Not, surely, as an acknowlet 
ment to those dear friends; that I he, 
more directly and appropriately made 
them: nor, again, because my personal co 
fort in such a matter is worth a line in y 
paper; but in the hope that this exam 
may be contagious. There are two oti 
Lecture-rooms, which would be the bet* 
of similar attention. Such neatness a 

cheerfulness in all the public rooms wo 
be good for the students. It would p 
mote their comfort and their manne 

Besides, Messrs. Editors, I do not like 

occupy the best room in the Seminary. A 
as the door of my room is soon to be e 
bellished with a plate bearing the nan 
“Westminster,” I hope the other roo 

may soon bear the inscriptions—but I i 

not write now the names of the churchesy 
be inscribed there. They can choose I 
themselves what names shall be written. ) 

Yours truly, W. J. Hoge, I 

The Trial of Montalembert. 

In a few weeks eleven years will hi 
. elapsed since the outbreak of the last gr 
European revolutionary upheaval. Histi 
teaches us that, in Europe, political conv 
sions are periodical. Their periods can t 

be calculated with astronomical certaint 

political science is, in that respect, less i 

vanced than the science of the heavei 
But that revolutionary crises do and ? 

recur in Europe at intervals falling son 
what short of a generation is now a univi 
sally admitted proposition. 
The last crisis took place in 1848; t 

one before that in 1830; the precedi 
one in 1823 ; the one before that in 18 

. —being, in fq.ct, the culmination of an 
most incessant series of political shoe 
which had lasted for twenty-three yea 
The general law would appear to be tl 
such crises must occur once in every get 1 
ration, but that the same generation net " 

indulges twice in revolutionary movemen 
The governing principle would seem to 

! 
that the political systems of Europe are 
bad that popular outbreaks are the natui 
refuge of the people; but that, all thin 

1 considered, the cost and suffering caused 
c 
insurrections are so severe that a generati 
which has once risen in arms against its r| 

r 
lers never desires to repeat the experime 

’ These, of course, are mere empirical pr 
positions: political science is yet too ru 

j to test their accuracy. 
Assuming their general correctness, 

g 
follows that France is at the present m 

} 
ment not far from a fresh revolution. Nev< 

3 
since the first revolutionary outbreak, h 

3 
France been quiet for eleven years, sal 

only during the long reign of that most s 
t gacious of monarchs, Louis Philippe. I 

j 
had learned so much during his long stru 

j gle with adversity, and his long apprentic 
ship to his trade, that he was able to hold 

j 
balance between established authority ai 

. popular aspirations for a period of eightei 
’ 

years. He made very few concessions to t! 

j. people. On the contrary, his governme 
3 
was less liberal in 1848 than it had been 

j 
1831. But he managed so adroitly to < 

} 
vide his enemies; he neutralized so mui 

j opposition by a semblance of free gover; 

3 meut; he allowed so much sedition to exhau 

3 
itself harmlessly in the papers; he engross 

_ 
so much of the public attention by his wa 
in Africa; he secured so many popular le 

3 
ders by a skillful use of money, that 1 

J ruled France longer than any ruler sin 
the old monarchy, and became, we thin 

a 
an exception to the law of periodicity whi 

j seems to govern French politics. It do 
not appear that the Emperor is followin 

. 
in his track. 

For nearly ten years the policy of the Ea 
. peror Napoleon III. was characterized 1 

s matchless sagacity. He left nothing 
. chance. He studied out every combinatio 
_j. .1. J _i_ “_ 1 . i l 

no-uv/ucu cTcmij niuuguu cai iicoiuj aui 

3 faithfully—as a man who disbelieves ;W 

t Fate; and he was rewarded by a career M 
t absolutely unexampled success. He enteW 
l ed France, in 1848, as a homeless, pennM 
3 less, hopeless adventurer; he strove to bU 
( President, and was elected ; he aimed » 

. the empire, and became Emperor; he diii 
i liked the Constitution, and abolished it; hi 
5 wanted money, and got it; he had an oil 
j grudge against Russia, and paid it off; hi 
. required the ard of England, and obtainel 

it; he sought to be paramount in Europe! 
p 
and garrisoned Rome, bullied Switzerland! 

, intimidated Spain, and overawed Germany! 
he craved personal popularity, and won a| 
least an outward show of regard such as n 

l other French ruler since his uncle has en! 
, enjoyed ; there was no object, in short, or 

which he set his heart that he did not at 

, tain. It seems that even in his case, how1 

1 ever, the old rule was not at fault. Sue- 
. cess proved a worse teacher than adversity;! 
; so unbounded a succession of triumphal 
; damaged his intellect and slackened his 

. energy. 
i In the month of January of the present) 
year he began to make mistakes. He: 

i adopted new regulations with regard to the 
!> press which irritated every one without) 

really doing him any good. He imposed 
fresh restrictions on personal liberty in 

France. He suffered the army to assume^ 
an arrogant and domineering tone to his| 

the British people. He evinced a decided 

dread of assassination. He embarked in 

quarrel with Portugal. He contrived still 

further to irritate Austria. And now, last 

of all, he has prosecuted and procured the 
conviction of the Count of Montalembert, 

the head of the French Church, the only 
man of rank and influence who stood by I 
him on the 2d December, 1851—and this, 

simply because the Count had expressed a 
preference for English liberty as contrasted 
with French servitude. 

These evident errors would appear t 

foreshadow the operation of the law 

periodical revolution to which we have al- 

luded. It may be sooner, it may be later; 
events may precipitate or may postpone the 
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Extracts from a Religious Correspon- 
deuce. 

You might perchance have noticed, my 
young friend, that there wa9 something on 
my mind last evening, and almost on my 
tongue, that for some reason, I could not 

manage to get off. At any rate, it was so, 
and the reason was that the place, liable to 
momentary interruption, did not seem a 

fitting one to unburden tny soul to you. 
“Where there’s a will, there’s a way” 

however. This is leap year you know. So 
the ladies take the reins, and. let the world 

help themselves as best they can. Prepare 
then for grave counsel. 

Let me see, what shall I say to the young 
man ? Aye, there you have it—the young 
man, just entering upon active life. And 
what is his position ? Is he secure of a 

guide to lead him through its thorny maze, 
a supporter in its sorrows, a deliverer from 
its dangers? Is he prepared to take his 
proper station in society, to fulfil his high 
destiny, to meet his responsibilities to man 
and to God? I might go on to the end of 
the catechism, but must entrust that matter 
to you. See that it be done faithfully, be- 
cause much is depending. 0 how much 
more than you or I can calculate ! 

But this is no news. You have heard it 
till it has become an old story. And this 
is one thing which excites any apprehension 
for you my friend. If truth has lost its 

power upon you at this age, what is to be- 
come of your meridian and evening? There 
are no new truths to set before mankind, 
no motives more powerful than those already 
presented. Ask your own heart what is to 
be done. 

This matter of salvation is a wonderful 

thing, my friend. Let me take up my para- 
ble and set it before you as it appeared to 
me a short time since. Suppose that by some 
miracle, you should become fully aware of 
your real condition, perfectly sensible of 

your guilt and danger—under a just and 
terrible condemnation, and with no means 
of escape. Suppose further that no salva- 
tion had ever been offered, or even provided. 
In unutterable distress, you know not which 
way to turn, but finally bethink yourself of 
a kind and powerful friend, to whom you 
make immediate application. With all the 

eloquence of feeling you tell your tale, and 
wait with breathless anxiety to see whether 
this last resource will fail. 

Long and earnestly he surveys you in si- 
lence. You see that his whole soul is stir- 
red. Can you not help me? is your agoniz- 
ing exclamation. “Yes,” says he at length, 
with laboring breath, “I can help you, I 
can help you, but it will cost my heart’s 
blood. It will cost me agony, such as you 
have never conceived. The law which you 
have broken must be honored, and its au- 

thority upheld, or the universe is undone, 
and the only way that I can turn aside its 

penalty from you, is by taking it upon my- 
self. And I will do it. Depart in peace. All 
I require of you is, that henceforward you 
honor this law, and seek to obey it.” 

With what emotions you fall at his feet, 
crying with the poor convict whom some 
kind friend had rescued from the gallows, 
“Every diop of my blood thanks you.” You 
profess your readiness to do any thing, 
every thing that he desires, “but,” you say, 
“I fear my frailty. I am in bondage to trans- 
gression, and have no power to deliver my- 
self.” “Trust me for that,” says he. “Yield 
yourself wholly to me, and follow my conn- 
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sei8, and 1 will be surety for you. I will 1 

bring yon off' conqueror and more than con- 1 

queror, I can do it, and I will.” ^ 

Now my friend, I entreat you, as you 
value your soul’s eternal welfare, as you re- 1 

gard your well being in this life and the 1 

life to come, to take up this matter as you 
* 

have never yet done. Eesolve that by the 
1 

help of God, this controversy with your 
1 

Maker shall be settled, and that without * 

delay. And allow me to solicit your confi- 
dence. Why will you not write me without 1 

reserve? It may be that God will enable 
1 

me to say something which will be of ser- 
vice to you. In my own oft pondered ex- 
perience, I remember two instances in par- 
ticular in which a few words from a Christian 
friend, were greatly blessed to me. 

In almost every heart there is some par- 
ticular obstacle, which more than every thing 
else hinders his coming into the kingdom. 
Now what is it in yours ? I will not urge 
the matter, but if you feel inclined to reply, 
shall receive it with pleasure. 

Yours truly,-. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

Houston, Texas, Dec. 20th, 185S. 
Messrs. Editors.—Thus far we have had 

winter in good earnest in Texas. An early 
spring and a favorable season for farming 
are anticipated. Thanksgiving-day was 

generally observed throughout the State on 
the twenty-fifth of November. This is now 
a permanent institution of the Star State. 
The immigration of this season is very large 
and brings much capital into the State. 
The different religious denominations in the 
State all seem to be prospering. A larger 
number than usual has, during the past year, 
been added to the churches. The cause of 

Temperance seems to be at a stand still. 
It is greatly to be desired that it shall be 

./ ,- 

.rabse muu u iamb 1-nd ,3i«ofc bn« i ,4j * I 

revived. What new phase will the great 
temperance reform next take? We shall 
see! 
The demand for substantial literature is 

fast increasing in Texas.; Booksellers are 

thriving more. Bookstores are wanted in 
various parts of the State. At Austin, (seat 
of government) it is thought a great open- 
ing exists for a book and stationery estab- 
lishment. It is supposed additional capital, 
in this line, might be profitably invested in 
Houston. Book-publishers and sellers, and 
especially persons wishing to engage in the 
book and stationery business, should keep 
an eye to Texas. \ 

The population of our State is now near 
600,000, and increasing annually at the 
rate of at least, 100,000. \York is being 
done on eight distinct Railroads, several 
others are in contemplation. Houston is 
the great Railroad centre of the State, four 
distinct Railroads concentrate at this point. 
It is expected Houston and Nfefr Orleans 
will, within a few years, be connected by j 
Railroad. Houston is in a thriving condi- 
tion, having eight churches, with a very 
enterprising and intelligent population of 
ive thousand. \ 
Rev. R. W. Bailey, formerly of Virginia, 

ras been elected President of Ai^tin Col- 
ege, located at Huntsville. 

Single \Star. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

Evening Walks—No. 3. 

This walk was taken one of thoselmild ] 
md balmy evenings in April, whicli the ( 

tobin sends on its shadowy way witl} his 1 
weetest song. The gentle south tyind < 

treathed softly over the woodlands, waft- i 
ng the cooings of a solitary dove. i 

At that charming moment of an evenjrg t 
n Spring, when, “warm lights are on tie 1 
leepy uplands waning, a student of k £ 

iouthern Institution, left his room to enjcn ( 

lie refreshment of an evening walk. Whilst , 

tanding in momentary hesitation as to which ] 
f the beautiful walks near the Institute he i 

hoidd select, a lady was observed, clad in i} 
eepest mourning bending over some with-V 
red remains of flowers. Being well ac- l; 
uainted with her, the first impulse was to i 

pproach her and request the pleasure of i 
er company, but he hesitated awhile lest 
here might be an impropriety in interrupt- 
ig the evening reveries of a mourner, 

lowever, his presence, having been ac- 

nowledged by a glance of friendly recogn- 
ition, they entered into a conversation; 
he spoke of the sad pleasure it gave her 
o see that the snow had melted away, so 
hat she could look upon those relic3 of 

owers, among which her little boy had 
pent many of the last summer hours, but 
s they were fading in Autumn, he too had 
assed away. An angel came and took him 
3 that blessed One, who spake as never 
lau spake to bereaved mother’s ear, when 
e said, “suffer little children to come unto 
le and forbid them not, for of such is the j 

kingdom of Heaven.” It was proposed to . 

isit his grave which was not far away, and as ; 

hey slowly wended their way towards the 
urial gTound, the conversation turned upon 
he use God intends to be made of afflictions, 
t had been her fond hope that God would , 

ave spared her son, and have permitted 
' 

er to hear the precious gospel preached by . 

im, whose infant lips she had taught to 
sp an evening prayer. On many a Sab- 
ath evening, in the sweet tones of his voice 
epeating the scripture verses which she 

ad*taught him, she fancied that she heard 
lie echoes of evening years when those 
recious words blessed and applied by the 

pirit would be a message of mercy to some 
nxious penitent, mourning the absence of 
he beloved. But said she, these hopes are 
flighted—although God’s will is best, yet 
cannot cease grieving. I cannot think 
hat God intends that we should forget his 
fflictive dispensations. 
“Some one has said to me, 0 Mrs.- 

b is a wise providence, that time can soothe 
ur sorrows. In a little while you would 
ot want your little boy back, even if he 
ould return.” This, remarked she, “I know 
o be impossible, I can never forget him, I 
hall never cease to wish him here, were it 
lod’s will to be so. I believe it is God’s 
dll that I should ever remember this afflic- 
ion and profit by it.” 
Thus, this almost heart-broken mother 

:onversed, until the grave was reached, 

laving wept a mother’s tears and breathed 
i prayer for sustaining grace, she turned 

tway leaving all with God, and resolved 
lot to forget this chastisement, but even 
o keep it in mind and thereby to profit 
rom it. 
How beautifully this exemplifies the pro- 

>er use to be made of afflictions. It would 
lot be so necessary that the pure minds of 
hose towards whom God has purposes of 

uercy should be stirred up by way of re- 
nembrance by repeated afflictions, were all 
hus rightly exercised, and resolved as this 
oereaved one never to forget, and always 
0 profit. A Christian thus exercised finds 
1 sweet meaning in such words as these, 
vhen thinking of God and his dealings with 
;he soul. 

“When gladness wings the favored hour, 
Thy love my thoughts shall fill, 

Resigned when storms of sorrow lour, 
My soul shall meet thy will.” 

“My lifted eye without a tear 
The gatheriug storm shall see, 

My steadfast heart shall know no fear, 
That heart will rest on thee.” 

Gulielmus. 

Austin College, Texas.—The Board 
of Trustees of Austin College at Huntsville, 
have been holding a meeting in this city 
this week, and have set measures on foot to 
pay off the debt of the Institution, and re- 
establish it on a firm basis. They elected 
Rev. 11. W. Baily, President, and he has 

accepted the office. The exercises of the 

College will be resumed on the 1st Monday 
in February. The President will be aided 

by an efficient faculty, and as the Institu- 
tion is well endowed there is no reason why 
it should not be a very prosperous one. 
President Bailey has had a great deal of 
experience in College instruction, and is 

distinguished for good scholarship, sound 
philosophy and piety, and we trust the In- 
stitution will speedily resume its high place, 
among the Institutions of learning in the 
State. It is certainly worth of extensive 

patronage.—Houston (Texas) Telegraph. 
: io .. 
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Letter from Dr, Franklin to the Re\ 

George Whitfield. 

Mr. Editor,—T send you the following 
letter from the late Dr. Franklin to an emi 
nent servant of Christ, as a curiosity whic] 
possibly you may think worthy of a place ii 
your valuable paper. Whatever may b< 

thought of the Doctor’s Theology—and t< 
me it appears to be radically defective—hi 
professes in this letter one important, truti 
which is taught by the gospel; viz. that m 
man can merit the favor of God, or desert* 
eternal happiness on account of his good works 
The Doctor appears to have been so fai 
convinced of sin, and of the unworthiness ol 
man’s best works as to be sensible thal 
these could not secure for him the happiness 
of heaven. And this conviction ought tc 
have led him, as it has thousands of others 
to the Saviour who has atoned for the sins 
of men by the sacrifice of his own life, and 
who in virtue of that sacrifice, creates their 
hearts anew,—fills them with the love of 
God and thus prepares them for every good 
work. To expect the good works of “kind- 
ness, charity, mercy and public spirit” of 
which the Doctor speaks—to expect real 
'ooi works from men, while they have not 
the love of God in them, that love which is 
iindled in the heart by the exercise of faith, 
s certainly verxj unphilosophical. It is to 

expect effects without an adequate cause to 
produce them. It is as preposterous as it 
s to look for figs on thistles, or to go to a 
dtter fountain for sweet waters. 
Had the Doctor known more of the na- 

nre of that faith which he wishes “more 
(reductive of good works,”—he would un- 
loubtedly have wished and prayed, like 
’aul, that men may possess it in a more 
eminent degree, and that “Christ may dwell 
n their hearts by faith; that they being 
ooted and grounded in love, may be able 
o comprehend with all saints, what is the 
ireadth, and length, and depth, and height; 
nd to know the love of Christ which pass- 
th knowledge, that they might be tilled 
dth all the fulness of God.” Had he 
mown fully the nature of this faith he would 
lot have spoken lightly of reading and 
earing sermons or of public worship, in 
rhich David and Solomon and all believers 
n the true God have in every age delighted, 
lad he told us explicitly on what promise 
>r what act of divine goodness he rested 
Is hope of future happiness—for he ex- 
pressed this hope—he would have left us 
litre decisive evidence of his religious cha- 
•atter. His faith, it seems, was grounded 
irtthe “goodness of God”—but whether it 
vasever raised to that amazing act of di- 
dne goodness which eclipses all others—TO 
[TIE UNSPEAKABLE GIFT OF GOD, the only 
ibjqtt on which a sinner can safely rest his 
lopaof Heaven, he has not told us.—There 
s a good lesson however which the reader 
nay (Paw from this letter.—Philosophers as 
veil as others, expect—and they have a 
fight |io look for—good works, works of 
dndness, charity, mercy, and public spirit 
'rent th«se who make a profession of their 
aith in he religion of Christ. They are 
lensible hat the nature or tendency of this 
eligion s to produce such works.—The 
doctor’s ,etter is dated, 

: Philadelphia, June G, 1753. 
Sir,—^ received your kind letter of the 

Id inst. anl am glad to hear that you in- 
crease in strength. I hope you will con- 

inue mending till you recover your former 
lealth and trmness. Let me know whether 
rou still cohinue to use the cold bath, and 
vhat effect it has. 
As to thet kindness you mention, I wish 

t could hav^been of more service to you. 
But if I had like thanks I should desire, it 
s that you woild always be equally ready 
,o serve any oLer person that may need 
four assistance and let good offices go 
round; for mandnd are all of a family. 
For my ownfcjart, when I am employed 

n serving othe-s, I do not look upon my- 
self as conferring favors; but as paying 
iebts. In my tnvels, and since my settle- 
ment, I have received much kindness from 
men, to whom I hall never have any op- 
portunity of making the least direct return; 
and numberless rtnrcies from God, who is 

infinitely above bung benefitted by our 

services. These kndnesses from men, I 
can therefore only return on their fellow 
men; and can also show my gratitude for 
these mercies front God, by readiness to 

help his other childr>n, and my brethren. 
For I do not think thit thanks and compli- 
ments, though repelled weekly, can dis- 

charge our real obligations to each other, 
and much less those ol our Creator. 

jlou win see in ims my notions ot good 
works—that I am far from expecting to 
merit Heaven by thefc. By Heaven, we 
understand a state of nippiness, infinite in 
degree and eternal in deration. I can do 

nothing to deserve suchtewards. He that, 
for giving a draught of vater to a thirsty 
person, should expect ai ilantation, would 
be modest in his demanis, compared with 
those who think they deserve Heaven for 
the little good they do ontarth. Even the 
mixt, imperfect pleasures've enjoy in this 
world, are rather from God's goodness, than 
our merit; how much more, such happiness 
as Heaven! For my part I have not the 
vanity to think I deserve id the folly to ex- 
pect it, nor the ambition t* desire it; but 
content myself in submitting to the will of 
that God who made me, wh» has hitherto 

preserved and blessed me, find in whose 

fatherly goodness I may well confile. that 
he will never make me misernble; and that 
even the affliction that I may\at any time 
suffer, shall tend to my beneri Tin faith 

you mention, has certainly its1 use id the 
world: I do not desire to see it diminished, 
nor would I endeavor to lessdi it in any 
man. But I wish it was more\produitive 
of good works, than I have generally seen 
it: 1 mean real good works—wo'ks of kind- 
ness, charity, mercy, and public spirit; not 
holliday-keeping, sermon reading, or hear- 
ing; performing church ceremonies, or ta- 
king long prayers, filled with flatteries ard 
compliments, despised even by wise mei\ 
and much less capable of pleasing the Deity! 
The worship of God is a duty, and hearing! 
and reading of sermons may be useful; but 
if men rest in hearing and praying, as too 
many do, it is as if a tree should value itself 
on being watered and putting forth leaves, 
though it never produced any fruit. 

Your great master thought much less oi 
these outward appearances and professions, 
than many modern disciples. He preferred 
the doers of the word, to the mere hearers 
Fiji oil li .imifj.f <»3 rmrj oil ilaiiiw t 
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. the son that seemingly refused to obey his 
father, and yet performed his commands, to 
him that professed his readiness, but ne- 

P glected the work; the heretical but charita- 
’ 

ble Samaritan, to the uncharitable though 
orthodox priest and sanctified Levite; and 
those who gave food to the hungry, drink 
to the thirsty, raiment to the naked, enter- 
tainment to the stranger, and relief to the 
sick, though they never heard his name, he 
declares shall, in the last day, be accepted ; 
when those who cry, Lord! Lord! who value 
themselves upon their faith, though great 
enough to perform miracles, but have ne- 
glected good works, shall be rejected. He 

professed that he came not to call the righte- 
ous, but sinners to repentance; which im- 

plied his modest opinion, that there were 
some in his time who, thought themselves 
so good, that they need not hear even Him 
for improvement; but now-a-days, we have 
scarce a littl'e parson, that does not think it 
the duty of every man within his reach to 
sit under his’petty miiustrations—and that, 
whoever omits them, offends God. I wish 
to such more- humility; and to you health 
and happiness, being your friend and ser- 
vanL B. Franklin. 

ihe Calvinistic Forms in the Book of 
Common Prayer. 
FROM EUTAXIA. 

as touching Div 
God.”—HooKEh 

‘ 

Though thru sands were debtors to him [Calvin], 
ue knowledge, yet he to none, only to 

Of the mat y weighty treatises which have 
been writter on the Book of Common 

Prayer, ther< are but few that do justice to 
the part take a by the Protestant divines of 
the Continen i in its compilation. Yet the 
fact is establ shed beyond question, that se- 
veral of the f reign Reformers shared in the 
authorship or revision of the English Prayer- 
Book. Calvin, Knox, Luther, Melancthon, 
Bucer,# Mart r, were engaged in the work; 
and to their did must be traced some of its 
finest passage 5. Our business, for the pre- 
sent, is with tie Calvinistic divines; and we 
content ourse ves with inquiring what Cal- 
vin and Kno : contributed to the book of 
Common Pray er. 
The father of the English Reformation 

were far fron entertaining those unfrater- 
nal sentimeni s towards the ministry and 
churches of Scotland and the continent, 
which in our c ay disgrace the cause of Pro- 
testantism. ' 

hey acknowledged the claims 
of their Pres yterian brethren to respect 
and fellowshi i; and by advancing to office 
persons who had obtained Presbyterian or- 
ders, they gave practical evidence of this 

recognition, ySo Cranmer for many years 
reserved a chj^ir in the University of Cam 
bridge for the illustrious Melancthon, hop- 

pected that a 
followed out. 
had he among 

ing that he might be attracted to England. 
So Martyr atig Bucer were called to Pro- 

fessorships at Oxford and Cambridge, and 
were consults! and appealed to on every 
important topi;, of ecclesiastical doctrine 
and discipline that arose during their resi- 
dence. | w,._ 

When in th|year 1551, John Knox visit- 
ed England, he was invited to assist in the 
revision of the Prayer-Book, then in pro- 
gress.! Therewere, doubtless, many parts 
of that formulay which must have been re- 
pugnant to tie severe judgment of the 
Scotch Refornltr: but it was not to be ex- 

I his suggestions would be 
So much influence, however, 
the revisors, that he pro- 

cured an important change in the commu- 
nion service: ccinpletely excluding the no- 
tion of the real presence in the sacrament.1^ 
The following -year, he was employed on a 
revision of the Articles of Religion, pre- 
vious to their ratification by act of Parlia- 
ment. || 

Calvin, too, vas consulted in the compi- 
lation of the Prayer-Book; and, though not 
so directly engaged upon it, was the author 
of several of it, forms. The introductory 
portion of the raily service is due to him. 

According to th* first book of Edward VI., 
that service begin writh the Lord’s Prayer.V 
The foreign Re'ormers consulted,* recom- 
mended the insertion of some preliminary 
forms; and heme the origin of the Sen- 
tences, the Exhortation, the Confession, and 
the Absolution^ These elements were bor- 
rowed, not from any ancient formulary, but 
from a ritual crawn up by Calvin for the 
Church at Strasfurgh.t They “were taken 
in great part,” siys an Episcopalian writer, 
“from a Liturgy composed by Calvin. The 
Ten Commandments were also introduced 
into the communion service, probably from 
the same source|”| 

f * Melancthon an| Bueer were indeed the authors of 
no inconsiderable pjrtion of the Anglican forms. In t 

1543, those Reforiri-rs drew up a system of doctrine ] 
and worship for thejProtestant Archbishop of Cologne. 
This they did at the solicitation of Herman, “that pi- 

£ 

ous Confessor, latefElector and Archbishop of Colon, ( 
who, for addering tt the Protestant religion, and set- ? 
ting on foot the Raormation of his country, was do- - 

prived by the Pope and Emperor.’’ (Strype, Eccl. 
Mem., Edw. VI.) Tie work which they thus prepared, j 
was published in Lhtin, at Bonn, in 1545, under the 
title, “Nostra HertKanni Archepisc. Coloniensis Sim- 
plex et Pia Deliberate et Christ iaui in Verio Dei fundata J 
Reformatio." A translation was published at London, j 
1547, entitled “Reformation of Doctrine,-’ &c. 
This Liturgy ot Cologne was in the hands of tho ( 

English Reformers when they were engaged upon the ( 

Book of Common Prayer; and “from this Liturgy,” j 
says Archbishop Laurence, “our offices bear evident 
marks of having been fr»wly borrowed—liberally imi '• 

tating, but ir t servilely copying it.” (On the XXXIX • 

Articles, &c., pp. 377-8.) 
From Bueer and Melanethon’s Liturgy, tho Baptis- 

mal offices of the Prayer-Book are substantially taken. 
In the Communion service, the Confession of Sins tho 
Absolution and succeeding sentences, and the Thanks- 
giving in the Post-Communion service, are of similar 
origin.—Warter's Teaching of the Prayer-Book, 104. 
(The second of the Exhortations is extracted from a 

work of the Reformer, Peter Martyr. See Liturgical 
Services, <S.c., Parker Society, p. 188, note.) Nearly 
the whole of the form of Solemnization of Matrimony 
will be found in the Colonial Ritual; and a large por- 
tion of the Order tor the Burial of the Dead. The 

anthem, “O Lord Gob, most holy,” &c , is from Lu- 
ther. See Archbishop Laurence, 381. 
These are not the only traces of the Cologne Li- 

turgy to be met with in the Anglican Prayer Book: 
plainly showing m what estimation that formulary was 
held by the compilers..and what frequent reference 
they had to its excellent services* 

t Rev. Dr. Butler, The Common Prayer-Book In- 
terpreted, p. 50. 

t Ivuox had already been appointed one of the chap- 
lains of Edward VI—Strype’s Crammer, 292. 

§ M’Crie’s Life of Knox, pp. 67-8. 
II Stryte’s Crammer, 273. 
'll Liturgies of King Edward FA, Parker Society, 

1844. Cardwell’s Two Liturgies of Edward VI. 
* Bishop Brownell’s Comm, on the Prayer-Book, 

p. 73. These Reformers were Peter Martyr and Mar- 
tin Bueer, who were then in England. Short’s Hist, 

of the Church of England, p. 281. 
t La Forme dcs Prieres et Chants Ecclcsiastiqucs. 

Strasbourg, 1545, 8vo. See a Notice sur la Vie et les 

'Quvrages dc Calvin, in the third volume of Fa France 
Protestante: Paris, 1853. 

1 t The Common Prayer-Book Interpreted, p. 55. The 

Eesponse after the Ten Commandments is taken from 
Ppllanus. who translated the Straaburgh Liturgy, and 
published it at London in 1556. See Archbishop Lau- 
RSNCE’s Sermons on the Thirty-nine Articles, p. 209; 
f«4 Stryte’s Eccl. Mm. Edw, YI., b. i. c. 29. 

YYe have said that no ancient Liturgy 
opens with a general confession of sins and 
supplication of forgiveness.* The Anglican 
ritual, at the beginning of each of its chiel 
services, the Common Prayer and the Com- 
munion, presents this feature. Without anal- 
ogy elsewhere, it finds a parallel in the Li- 
turgies of the Reformed churches. Trac- 
tarian authors, warned perhaps by intuitive 
suspicion of its origin, deplore the insertion 
Not less do they lament the introduction of 
the Decalogue in the Communion Office. 
But though these elements of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal worship may have no war- 
rant in “Catholic usage,” they are to us 

significant memorials of a state of amity 
once existing between the Church of Eng- 
land and the Protestant communions on the 
Continent. 
The practice of singing metrical psalms, 

introduced about this time, was also bor- 
rowed from the Calvinistie worship; it be- 
came popular at once, and has continued to 
form an important part of religious observ- 
ance. 

The Catechism for Children, now in use, 
was compiled by Cranmer, in 1548, and 
iaken chiefly from a Lutheran formulary.! 
Previous to this, the Catechisms of Eras- 
mus had been introduced, and in 1547 was 
ordered to be used at Winchester College 
md elsewhere. Calvin’s Catechism how- 
?ver soon came into general use, and in 
L57S was ordered by statute to be used at 
.he University of Oxford.^ 

1 
Anus uiu uie iveiormers or ivngiana, anx- 

ous not only to embellish their own puri- 
ied system of religion, but also to estab- 

, 
ish its harmony with others, adopt many of ( 
he prominent excellencies of our own Cal- 

( 
inistic worship. Some of those features j 
iave been removed, but others remain, 
riie opening services of the Common Prayer , 

.nd the Communion, are still retained, with \ 
he full stamp of their Presbyterian origin ( 
pon them. 

* Consult Palmer’s Origines Liturgicce: Brett. i 
“Great interest attaches to that [Calvin’s] Confes- 
on, since from its position, as well as its working, it 

1 

lauifesrly gave occasion to the General Confession of j 
ir own Prayer Book.” Private Prayers in the Reign 
Queen Elizabeth, Parker Society, p. 488, note. See 

AURENCE’S Hampton Lectures, pp. 207, 208. ( 
t Warter on the Prayer Book. i 

t Cardwell’s Doc. Annals of the Church of Eng- r 

nd, vol. i., p. 300, note. 

A Remarkable History. 

The last Evangelist, contains a clear ac- 
3unt from a correspondent in Illinois, of 
le remarkable career of “Father Chini- 
uy,” the French priest, who has recently 
uitted Rome with all the flock, numerous 
lough poor, who follow him as their spirit- 
al guide. It appears that when Chiniquy 
mioved from Canada—where he had been 
sort of Father Mathew in the cause of 

smperance, and by his honesty, earnest- 
ess, and unbounded charity, had acquired 
father s influence indeed, over a large pro- 
ortion of the poor Roman Catholics of the 
rovince—he drew after him into Illinois, 
ot less than 2000 families, numbering 
early 10,000 souls, whom he formed into a 
Irish under the name of St. Anne, in 
ankakee County. He had about $6000 
'his own, which was given up to the bene- 
: of the colony, and with his own hands 

ainly, he quarried and built a rough stone 
mse for himself. About 800 families had 
so emigrated to Chicago, and there they 
ected a church and parsonage worth seve- 
tl thousand dollars. The Bishop ordered 
tem to deliver up the property to himself, 
nd they appealed to Father Chiniquy to 
lead their cause, which he did, but without 
vail. The title-deeds were wrested from 
10 people by the throat of ex-communica- 
on, and the Bishop sold the property to 
le Irish Romanists, and put the money in 
is pocket. There was no redress. 
The same demand was then made upon 
ather Chiniquy and his people. The 

ishop granted them fifteen days to con- 

der, but before the time expired, ex- 

immunicated the whole colony. But this 

ishop was soon after removed, and another 
mt in his place. At first a reconciliation 

ppeared practicable, and terms of submis- 
on were agreed upon. But the Bishop 
resently revoked his terms, and command- 
1 Chiniquy to promise for the future to 

bey him in ali things whatsoever, without 
uestioning or argument. 
Father Chiniquy replied nobly, “My 

iord, there is but one God in heaven or on 
lie earth, and to him alone will I make 
uch an act of submission. Excommunicate 
le, if vou think nroner.” 
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Taking his leave, he went to his room and 1 

ell upon his knees, and poured out his cries 
,nd tears unto God. Ho then opened the 
iible, which was his constant companion, 
,nd the first verse his eye fell upon was 1 
lor. 7: 23, “ye arc bought, with a price; be 
c not the servants of men''' 
Thanking God for this precious Word, he 

ose from his knees and returned to his pa- 
ish of St. Anne. Having assembled his 

>eople, he related all that took place in the : 

nterview between him and the Bishop, and 1 

lesired that if any disapproved of his ' 

:ourse, they would rise. No one arose. He 1 

hen requested all who desired to sustain 

md walk with him, in making the Bible 1 

heir only guide, to rise. Immediately the 
vhole congregation were on their feet at 

nice. 

As soon as this bold step was known, 
here came another visitation from the 

Bishop. Father Chiniquy assembled 4000 
of his people to meet him, and requested 
hem to hear the Bishop fairly, and to judge 
inpartially between them. They did so, 
and listened to a most outrageous tirade 

against their pastor and themselves, with 

hardly suppressed resentment. In token 
of the stand they intended to make upon 
their rights in a free country, they.had 
hoisted upon their church the flag of the 
United States! After the Bishop had ended 
his insolent harangue, Father Chiniquy rose, 
and meekly said, that as he had said so many 
things against himself and his congregation, 
he would surely hear a few words in reply. 
“Not a word, sir,” said the Bishop. “Not 

a word, sir—sit down!” 
At this point, the people could be re- 

strained no longer. Perfectly maddened as 
they were, the wretched prelate’s life was in 
the greatest peril, for a few minutes. Blit 
the entreaties of the pastor at length pre- 
vailed, and by the aid of the Sheriff, whom 
Father Chiniquy had providently engaged 
for the occasion, the Bishop was got off in. 

safety, leaving ten thousand Boman Catho- 
... ... A.. oi : 
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lies “soundly converted” to Protestantism 
by his proceedings. 

These people now form a distinct and in- 
dependent church, distinguished only by 
sole allegiance to the Bible as the word of 
God. They “search the Scriptures daily.” 
•‘Bible truths come to their minds with a 
freshness and power of which we can hardly 
conceive, and the grace of God is rapidly 
transforming them into truly spiritual and 
happy Christians.” One came to her pastor, 
with trembling, to acknowledge that she had 
left off praying to the Virgin Mary, because 
she had found that it was not countenanced 
by the Scriptures. She was greatly rejoiced 
indeed, when she found that her conclusion 
was approved by him. This is an instance 
of the power with which the truth is making 
them free from superstitions to which they 
had been bound frem birth. In connection 
with their pastor, they are preparing to 

perforin an active, and we may hope, an 
important missionary work among their 

countrymen in the United States and in 
Canada. 

Claims of the English Language. 

LECTURE OP DR. PALMER. 

The opening lecture of the series before 
'he Library and Lyceum Society, delivered 
)y Dr. Palmer, on “The Claims of the En- 
glish Language,” was one of the best etforts 
>f its gifted author, who never touches any- 
hing he does not adorn. 
As he stated in his opening remarks to 

he President of the Library Association, 
he subject chosen was appropriate to the 
•ccasion, and we cannot but believe that the 
endency of the lecture, if placed before the 
mblic, would be to kindle in the hearts of 
cholars and students a love for their native 

ongue and to stimulate an earnest effort 
0 study it critically in “its grammatical and 
ogical structure, in the form of its syntax, 
n the power of its roots, in its apparently 
awless idioms, in the composition of its 
rords, and in the genealogy of its derived 
neanings.” 
The first argument in favor of a study 

'f the English was derived from the dic- 
ate of affection for our “birth tongue.” 
rhis argument was summed in the pertinent 
questions, which found their answer in every 
leart, “Can it be necessary to plead for 
he language in which we first heard the 
ccents of kindness from a mother’s lips ? 
—the language whose syllables trembled 
n our own when infancy exchanged its 

abbling dialect for connected speech ?— 
be language, which, like a vase of amber, 
nshrines the teeming thoughts and fancies j 
f a busy mind '?—whose tones awaken all 
ie emotions of the past, as through her 
lagic lantern, memory causes its scenes 

gain to flit before the mind'?—the language , 

hich treasures the last farewell of dying 
iends, as faith utters the final note of trust 

1 a covenant God ?” 
I 

Unnatural a3 this appeal may seem, the 
cturer thought no one would conceive it 

^ 
?edless who knew how long all intellec- 
lal wealth wa3 coffined in unwieldy Latin, J 
id how slow scholars and men of genius 
ere to adopt the vulgar tongue. Briefly 
?scribing the causes which broke up the ex- 

c 

usive aristocracy of learning, and brought 
to use as written languages the Italian, ^ 
erman and English tongues, he pointed 
it the neglect of the thorough study of the 
nglish in our schools of lower and higher ! 
rades. A heavy indemnity is hence due, ] 
e said, for the long embargo placed upon 
, when the cumbrous Latin usurped its 
lace, until the stanzas of Chaucer and of 
lower commenced the reign of English 

1 

erse. It may take reprisals for the hostile 
' 

rray of Latin and Greek words with which 
nch writers as Jeremy Taylor, Sir William 
Irowne and Dr. Johnson have threatened 
0 overwhelm the native Saxon, like the 

’arpeian maid beneath the bracelets and 
hields of the Sabines. It may insist that 
he belles lettres department in our colleges 
hall no longer be content with the mere 
opedancing of rhetoric, but that it shall 
nfoldall the powers of the English tongue, 
lor will its claims be finally cancelled until 
Inglish scholarship shall take precedence ; 
1 our.schools of learning, and the English 
rofessor not be the least among his breth- 
en of the gown. 
The English deserves cultivation, as the 

inguage of the great Anglo-Saxon race and 
he portraiture of their soul. In all historic 
imes some one nation or race has taken 
he lead in human affairs. Thus was it 
rom the day of Alexander to the period 
vhen, after a thousand years of strife, ig- 
lorance and barbarism, which, like a broad, 
lark belt, divide ancient from modern his- 
tory, the Anglo-Saxon race emerged to 

guide the destinies of mankind for centu- 
ries to come. 

it is no new truth, said the lecturer, that 
;he “heart of a people is its mother tongue.” 
rhe whole image of a race is reflected in 
ts tones and words. Who can fail to dis- 
;over the imaginative, acute and witty 
jrreek, in the flxible and polished dialect 
>f Attica ? Or the hardy and haughty Ro- 
nan, in the sound of his stately Latin ? 
Dr the proud and courtly hidalgo, in the 

lignified and sonorous Spanish ? Or the 
volatile and chatty Gaul, in the curt and 

sprightly French? Or the craven and vo- 

uptuous Italian, in his 

-“soft, bastard Latin, 
Which melts like kisses from a female mouth?” 

So the English, with its strong aspirate, 
its open vowels, its close consonants, its ar- 

my of monosyllables, its straight-forward 
idioms, represents a race bold, daring and 
abrupt, full of enterprise, driving on to its 
aim with an out-bursting energy which no 
obstacles can bind. 

As a monument of history, an avenue of 
philosophy and a mine of poetry, the En- 

glish tongue has especial value. The man- 

ner in which the history of the Anglo-Saxon 
race is embalmed in our language, like the 
history of creation in the rocks, the speaker 
illustrated with a clearness and a felicity of 
expression and a wealth of ornament pecu- 
liarly his own. He brought up the old 

Saxon words in array before his hearers, 
and as the lapidary handles a jewel and 
shows its lights, he pointed out the history, 
the imagery, the poem condensed in each, 
and illustrated the wealth of thought that 
can be obtained by a critical study of our 
mother tbtiguel In this part of his subject 
h e showed the vast superiority of the English. 
OYejr.awwit and modern , lapguggg^.jpjfhe^ 
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absence of inversions of sentences and 
changes of words. 

The concluding arguments for the En- 
glish were found in the fact that it is the 
instrument of guiding the minds and con- 
trolling the opinions of men, and that it 
contains untold treasures of literature laid 
up in its archives. It is, however, impos- 
sible in the space allotted to give any idea 
of the richness and beauty of this lecture, 
so appropriate to the occasion, so creditable 
to its author, and so full of valuable sug- 
gestions. to the English student. It was an 
intellectual treat which is calculated to ex- 
cite a taste for sound learning*. 

.. N. O. Picayune. 1 

Pleasing Ears Eolite. 

The world is progressive, and the church 
is in the world, and the clergy are in the 
church. We suppose they must keep to- 
gether, m some sort. It was our hap, a 
little since, to be present in one of our up- 
town churches, at the performance of a mar- 
riage ceremony. It was not Grace church. 
It was not Dr. Bellowa’s church. It was an 
old fashioned, orthodox, substantia]concern, 
for which we, and every one, has the utmost 
respect. Not that we have less respect for 
those above mentioned. When the officia- 
ting clergyman came to the place of joining 
hands, where we have been accustomed to 
hear something like this: “You, Angelina 
take this man, whom you hold by the hand, 
&c,” what was our surprise to hear, in dul- 
cet utterances: “You, Miss Brown, do re- 
ceive this gentleman whom you hold by the 
hand, &c.!” We rubbed our eyes, but 
there we were; the altar, and the robes, 
the bride and her train, the groom, the 
wedding favors the audience—all regular. 
You, Mr. Jones do receive this lady whom 
>’ou hold by the hand, &c.!” 

" e cannot Help atiirming this to be about 
;he politest officiating we ever witnessed! 
I’he force of urbanity could no farther go. 
We read in the Bible considerable about 
man and “woman” both in their separate 
md mutual relations. It occurs to us that 
i revision of the Scriptures, adapted to the 
present “distress,” would be somewhat lu- 
dicrous. “And He said, it is not good that 
the gentleman should be alone, I will pre- 
pai & a lady for him. And of the osseous 
substance which the Lord had taken away 
trom man, made he a lady and brought her 
nito the gentleman. And Mr. Adam said: 
this lady is now legally united to me in the 
>onds of matrimony. She shall be called 
drs. Adam, &c.”—A. Y. Chronicle. 

The Blind Leading- the Blind—ok 
'ATHER Ventura and the Emperor Na- 
’Oleon.—The Athcntenm gives an account 
f the preaching of Father Ventura, whose 
ermons have now been published in a vo- 
jme of GOO pages. “The ceremony of Di- 
ine worship at the Tuileries is, in reality, 
ne of the pleasant bits of dissipation of the 
’arisan week. The ceremony is one of full 
ress and opera glasses; and when the en- 
:re audience, or congregation, are in their 
laces, scented, polished, well-behaved_ 
ome contemplating their distant friends or 
emarkable strangers through their glasses, 
thers discussing matters of interest in a 

ubdued tone, and a select few carrying* on 
ery quiet, unostatious, but unmistakable 
irtations—then takes place an act of decid- 
d worship. The voice of an official an- 

ounces the coming of their Imperial Ma- 
?sties, and the august appearance is ac- 
nowledged with greater demonstrations of 
espect than is awarded by the worshippers 
o the Lord of heaven arid of earth. Ex- 
[uisite music and a short sermon bring the 
leremony to a satisfactory close. The Em- 

peror was, it is said, present during the 
preaching of the whole series of sermons. 
In one of them, the father using a naval 
simile, observes ‘that, as in a fleet every 
ship making for port has a captain with 
power reposed in him, but who must obey 
the signals of direction thither given by the 
idmiral’s vessel, so every king’ and empe- 
'or, pilot as each may be at his own helm, 
nust (if he would not cut a sorry figure be- 
ore a naval courtmartial) obey the signals 
or sailing hoisted out to him occasionally 
)y the great Admiral who sails in St. Pe- 
ter’s bark!’ Father Ventura solemnly as- 
sured the Emperor that, unless he took his 
>rders from the good old Admiral at Rome, 
lis ship was not worth insurance ! Napo-‘ 
.eon the Third smiled—very nearly ; and at 
the end of that very instructive sermon, 
asked the preacher to luncheon.” 

Solecism m Manners. 
a 

There .are few things more disagreeable 
than to be kept waiting in a drawing room 
or library, when you have come to pay a 
visit to the lady of the house. To be kept 
waiting indicates either that your call is in- 
trusive, the lady is not acquainted with the 
rules of good breeding, that you are upon 
such an intimate footing that any liberty 
may be taken with you, or that an elaborate 

array is absolutely essential to the hostess 
being at all presentable. This evil prevails 
to a disagreeable extent, and its prevalence 
manifests a degree of carelessness in do - 

mestic dress which is worthy of all repre- 
hension. It is presumed that a lady is al- 
ways neat, and derives no additional succor 
from the circumstances of the toilet. She 
should, therefore, on the announcement of 
the presence of visitors in the drawing room, 
hasten to receive them in the same attire in 
which she appears in her family circle, and 
by the readiness of her reception evince its 
cordiality and welcome. A delay of a 

quarter of an hour should* be taken as a 
tacit hint that a repetition of the call will 
be construed into a decided aud most une- 

quivocal affront. 

“Do you profess religion?” No,'sir; I 
profess my faith, and practice my religion.” 

Infants count by minutes; children- by 
days; men by revolutions of ages; nations 
by revolutions of systems; the Eternal me- 
diates in a perpetual present. 

The perfume; of a thousand roses soon 
dies, but the pain caused by one of their 
thorns;remains long after: a saddened re- 
membrance in the midst of mirth is lib 

jhat thorn among the roses. 

He that puts a Bioie into the hands >( a 

child, gives him more than a kingdom for 
it gives him a key to the kingdom o' l-ea- 
nn ffiookR < »> si tiiimb i.: ;•* < " ; 

yep.—Dr, Buchanan, u . 
. — . — 
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RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, 

Saturday, Jasiaei 8, 1859. 

a\|.ady, who can give the best refer- 

ences as to her qualifications to teach the 

English branches, desires a situation. Ap- 

ply to the editors of the Central Presby- 
terian. 

What is to re dose?—We insert'the 

communication of our correspondent F., 

without endorsing all of the views be advo- 
cates—in the hope of eliciting all the sug- 
gestions which can be made as to the best 
means of supplying our wide destitutions. 

Cali. Accepted.—Says the Newark (N. 
1 

J.) Daily Advertiser, the call recently ex- 
tended to Rev. Edward P. Terhune, of 

Charlotte Court House, Ya., a graduate of . 

the Theological Seminary at New Bruns- J 
trick, by the First Reformed Dutch church 
of this city, has been accepted. He will 

1 

be installed and enter upon his duties in 
' 

February. Mr. T. is well known to many of 
our citizens as a very estimable young man, 

1 

and will make a worthy successor to Rev. 
Dr. Scott, and a fine ornament to the pulpit 1 

of this city. 
Mr. Terhune’s removal will occasion great 

regret to his numerous friends in Charlotte, 

•where he has been highly prized for his abi- 

lity as a preacher and diligence as a pastor; 
and where his labors have resulted in the 

addition of so many members to the church. 

MINUTES OF THE VA. SYNOD. 

We are informed by the Stated Clerk of 

Synod, that the delay of sending the Mi- 

nutes to the press, has been caused by not 

receiving earlier a full list of the elders of 

the churches. The Minutes are now in the 

hands of the printer, and will soon be ready 
for distribution. 

THE CHURCH IN THE WILDER- 

NESS.—Rev. xii. 

There has been a very general concur- 

rence among the interpreters of prophecy 
in the opinion that the true church of Christ 
is represented under the symbol of the wo- 
man who fled from the great red dragon 
into the wilderness “where she hath a place 
prepared of God, that they should feed her 
there a thousand two hundred and three 

scoro days”—(v. G ) And as in symbolic 
language, a day represents a year, the time 
is thus indicated, during which she has to 
be subject to the varied persecutions of her 

great enemy. If this be the true interpre- 
tation of the symbol, it is apparent that for 
the long period of 1260 years the true— 
the spiritual church of Christ was to be 

withdrawn, as in a wilderness, from public 
observation. And if there be no special 
record of her organization and of her con- 
flicts, it is in unison with the description 
which God has given of his own people 
when he calls them his “hidden ones.” 01 

the church under the old dispensation when 
its defection was the greatest, it is said that 
there was even then “a remnant according 
to the election of grace.” And in like 

manner the church of which “the woman” 

was the symbol, may have been only a rem- 

nant—very few in numbers compared with 
the vast multitudes who had publicly pro- 

liumv vi viiiioin 

Now as the church of Rome contends 

that she has never apostatized, it becomes 
a question, when and where has been her 
wilderness state? If sho says that it was 

during the Pagan persecutions whicli pre- 
ceded the days of Constantine, there is this 

difficulty in the way. These persecutions 
did not continue a third of the 1200 years 

during which the great red dragon is repre- 
sented as the persecutor of the woman. 

And there is this further difficulty, for Rome 
contends that she has been semper et vbiqne 
idem—always, and every where the same. 

None has ever come out of her, or testified 

against her, without incurring her anathe- 
ma. And her anathema has often been 

very terrible. In this respect the symbol of 
the great red dragon applies to her with 
no less pertinence and force than she ap- 

plies it to the Pagan persecutors of the 
primitive church. Her boasting then of an 
unbroken succession from the first planting 
of the Christian church to the present day 
is evidence that she is not symbolized by 
that “great wonder in heaven, a woman 

clothed with the sun, and the moon under 

her feet, upon her head a crown of twelve 
. stars,” which John in vision saw—and which 

had to fly into the wilderness from the 

fierceness and wrath of tho red dragon 
where she remained “a time and times and 

a half a time.” If this be the true inter- 

pretation of the symbol, the boasted succes- j 
sor of the church of Rome is worth just no- 

thing at all. Por the succession was broken 
when the apostacy began. Therefore the 

only succession worth any thing is that 

which in all ages has held firmly to the truth 
of Christ, and manifested his Spirit. 

Opium Eating.—Who has not known 

cases in which opium eating has been scarce- 
ly less injurious than rum drinking, to those 
who indulge in it? The following statement 
is given as a caution—a warning—or what- 
ever elso the reader may chose to consider 

it. 

“One of tho curious facts recently re- 

vealed by the publication of custom-house 
tables is, that there was imported into this 
country last year three hundred thousand , 

\ pounds of opium. Of this amount, it is 

estimated, from reliable data, that not more 

\ than one-tenth is used for medicinal pur- 
' 

\poses. The habit of eating opium is known i 

\ be spreading rapidly among lawyers, i 

doctors, clergymen and literary men; and , 

enyrmous quantities are used by the mann- 
facf\rers of those poisonous liquids which 
are aHlt out in drinks in the saloons and 

1 

groggVies that infest every city and vil- 
' 

lage in\e country.” f 

\ i 

LRlPTINix. * 

The little high “ Church Journal,” of New 
'ork, is one of the moat refreshing of our s 

xchanges. Its self conceit is so intense as < 

o render it harmlessly amusing, and one | 
o more thinks of being irritated, or of- 

ended at its vanity, than one would be at the ; 

ntics of a deranged man, who fancying 
imself a King, and mistaking his asylum 

1 

or a palace, should issue his edicts, and 

ipe the airs of royalty. The Church Jour- 

lal, each of whose weekly issues ordinarily 
ontainji one long and demented editorial, 
ast week expended itself in a flighty disser- 
ation about drifting.. In an imbecile way 

t twaddles about the manner in which it 

magines all “the sects” are now doing un- 

rilling and unconscious homage to what it 
:alls “THE CIIL'RCH”—by which it means 

hat small but highly respectable denomi- 
lation of Christians in this country, known 
is Episcopalians, or rather the fragment of 
t of which the Journal is the organ. It 

ancies that all other denominations are be- 

aming absorbed by this. And in support 
if this pleasant delusion it wildly asserts; 

1st. That other churches are now bcgin- 
ling to acknowledge that Episcopalians are 

Evangelical Christians, and in so doing they 
ibandon “the only ground on which separa- 
,ion from them is justifiable;” forgetting 
hat the Calvinistic Iteformers of Scotland, 

France, and other countries, assisted in the 

organization of the Church of England, and 
leld the most fraternal intercourse with it 

n the days of its infancy, as was becoming 
in older and more experienced Protebtant 
churches, holding similar doctrines. 
The 2nd, halucination of the Church 

Journal relates to architecture, and it avers 

that because now Presbyterians, Baptists 
and Methodists, frequently build Gothic 

churches, they imitate Episcopalians in so 

doing, and are therefore drifting into their 
ecclesiastical harbor. Was ever any thing j 

more far fetched? The Gothic style of 

church building was old before the Church 
of England was born; and it would be more 
rational to argue that the denominations 

alluded to are drifting towards Romanism 
than Episcopacy, if the occasional prefer- 
ence for the Gothic order is nny indication 

of the course of the current. 

3d. The infatuated Journal next drivels 

about singing, and organs. It thinks the 

other denominations are imitating Episco- 
palians in church music, and hence drifting' 
toward that sect, because the Journal does 

not remember that the old Chronicler 

Strype in his annals (A. D. 1559) declares, 
“This month began the new service at St. 
Antholins in Jjondon—the bell ringing at 
5—when a Psalm teas sung after the Geneva 
fashion—all the congregation singing to- 

gether.” And again in the same year 

Strypo writes, “this morning the Bishop of 
London preached, the Mayor, and Aider- 

man, and a great uuditory present; and 
after the sermon, a psalm was sung after 

the common practice of the reformed churches 
abroad,”—“the custom having been brought 
in by the Exiles.” Congregational singing 
was not common in the Episcopal churches 
until the reign of Elizabeth, so that the imi- 
tation was theirs—the Calvinistic churches 

of the continent having set the example. 
4th. The daft Journal next prates about 

prayer. It says, “volume after volume has 

appeared of non-Episcopal liturgies, and 
forms of public worship, • * * good in pro- 
portion as they had been borrowed from 

the church’s (Episcopal) Book of Common 

Prayer.” In all these points the “church- 
ward drift is too plain to be mistaken.” 

But the Journal conveniently forgets that 
the Presbyterian church of Scotland used a 

liturgy before the completion of the Prayer- 
book of the Church of England. Also that 

the Liturgy of Cologne was in the hands of 
the English Reformers when they were 

engaged upon the book of Common Prayer, 
“and from this Liturgy,” says Archbishop 
Laurence, “our offices bear evident marks 

of having been freely borrowed.” “Nearly 
the whole of the form for the solemnization 

of marriage” says the same Archbishop, 
“will be found in Colonial Ritual, and a 

large portion of the order for the burial of 
the dead.” When that sturdy old Presby- 
terian, John Knox visited England in 1551, 
he was invited to assist in the revision of 

the prayer-book. Calvin too was consult- 

ed, and he is the author of several of its 

forms. 

Should Presbyterians return to a ritual, 
of which there is no probability, it would 
not be an imitation of Episcopacy, but a re- 
vival of their own ancient practice. 
The eccentric Journal completes its light- 

headed composition by asserting with an air 
of apparent earnestness that the “church is 

the real focal point—the general center of \ 

gravitation, of the whole religious movement in 
this country.” If by the church it means its 
own peculiar branch of the Episcopal family, 
then tho force of fancy can no further go. 
The Journal with bewildered vision sees the 

planets revolving around a mole hill! 
The truth is, the signs of the times do 

indicate new tendencies, and great move- 
ments in the whole religious world, though 
not in the direction which the Journal im- 

agines. These daily prayer meetings, these 
immense union meetings, these vast assem- 

blages for worship, these openings of Opera 
bouses, Theatres, and secular halls for 

preaching—where all forms are dispensed 
ivith, where nothing is heard of the convert- 

ng grace of sacraments, of priestly pre- 
rogative, of the aesthetics of ecclesiology, 
)f the merits of St. Chad, or the virtues of 
lacerdotal vestments—but where ministers 

>f all denominations sit on the same plat- 
orm, while the gospel is proclaimed in its 

implicity and purity—are these the tokens 
if the triumphs of high church principles? 
Lre these the signs that all other churches 
,re drifting toward the narrow harbor in 

rhich the Church Journal has moored its 

unny little craft? What has it to say of] t 

nother drift, a notice of which we copy foi 

Ls consideration: 

“The Church of England.—Fourthou- 
and vestrymen of London have met in ei 

ouDcil, and declared their determination to e: 

lave their church purified of every thing o 

vhich sanctions popish doctrines and prac- tl 

ices. This is a move ill the right way, and h 

t will ultimately tell.” E 
n 

rHE INDEPENDENT ON CHESTER- 
FIELD. 

h 
H 

l( 

The Central Presbyterian is running the 

gauntlet this week. From the right and 
die left the blows fall. The New York In- 

Jependent, among others, makes an assault, 

though its blow is only a puff of wind. In 

the very act of rebuking us for publishing 
an incident too trivial for the columns of an 

orthodox paper, the Independent produces 
in Editorial so filled with flippancy, folly, 
and wretched attempts at wit, as to be un- 

worthy of an answer, and we refer to it now 
rather for the purpose of saying a word 
about its other, and hitherto unnoticed at- 

tacks upon us. 

The “incident” just alluded to is this. 

The Independent professes to find in the 

Bible Record an extract from some corres- 

pondent's letter in this paper, commending 
the civility of two Presbyterian ministers 

on a Western railroad train; one of whom 

sought the owner of a glove which he had 
found, while the other surrendered his seat 

to a lady who was without one. The Inde- 

pendent takes it for granted that these 

ministers were Old School, wonders whether 

a layman, or a Baptist or Methodist preach- 
er could have been so polite, and makes 

other surmises quite as smart and satirical. 
The correspondent stated that one of the 
courteous Clergymen had “a mild and intel- 

ligent countenance”—at which the Inde- 

pendent becomes suddenly so nauseated 

that it can only find relief in ejecting its 

gorge upon the Central Presbyterian. With 
mouth still unwashed, it proceeds to talk of 
-Chesterfield; and makes a fresh dis- 

play of its vulgarity in a lecture on po- 
liteness. 
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seen the extract which so exercised the In- 

dependent, but if it did appear in our co- 

lumns it was certainly a very harmless 

paragraph; but the Independent seizes upon 
it, glad of any pretext for an assault upon 
a Southern paper. It has never lost any 

opportunity of ottering an indignity to the 
Central Presbyterian, though we have sel- 
dom noticed its misrepresentations, simply 
because it is a sheet wholly destitute not 
only of magnanimity but of common hones- 

ty, and when convicted of an error it never 

retracts, never makes the amende honorable, 
for the very obvious reason that it has no 

Bense of honor, and consequently when de- 
tected in any meanness it is not capable of 
any emotion of shame. 

Several times it has asserted that the 

Southern press was under a despotism as 
absolute as that of Austria, and therefore 
afraid to utter any sentiment which might 
conflict with public opinion; and when we 
have given fearless expression to the very 
opinions which the Independent declared wo 
dared not utter, it has never in a single in- 
stance had the candor or the justice to make 
any retraction of its refuted charges. Such 

a course however is natural to such a print, 
and excites no surprise; it would require 
some display of generosity or candor to 

astonish those who are familiar with its cha- 

racter. On any question of social or politi- 
cal ethics to be opposed by the Independ- 
ent is prima facie evidence of being right; 
and the editors of respectable journals re- 
gard only its commmendations as a reproach, 
and gentlemen hasten to vindicate them- 

selves from the dishonor of praise from such 
a source. The New York Observer, the 
Christian Intelligencer, the Journal of Com- 
merce, and the Philadelphia Presbyterian, 
have frequently exposed its artifices, and 
Dr. Bethune, a few months ago impaled, 
and held it up to the scorn of all high- 
minded men. In the editorial preceding 
that in which it compliments us by its dis- 

approbation, it covertly maligns Dr. J. W. 
Alexander under the pretense of praise; and 
in attacking the Philadelphia Presbyterian 
it affects piety, in the expression of regret- 
ful surprise that “the recent refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord had not allayed 
sectarianism and bigotry,” without seeming 
to be disappointed however that the revival 
had in no degree mitigated its own malice 
and fanaticism. 

1 he SOUTHERN Uulpit.—Mr. Lewis W. 

Burwell, a member of the Presbyterian 
church, proposes to publish in this city a 
monthly periodical, containing in each num- 
ber one or more Sermons by evangelical 
ministers of different denominations. Mr. 

Burwell’s object in undertaking this enter- 
prise, is one which will commend itself to 

the good wishes and patronage of all who 
feel an interest in the efforts of a young 
man to qualify himself for the highest use- 
fulness. A brief communication in the • 

Richmond Whig makes the following state- 
ment with regard to his laudable purpose. ( 

From the Richmond Whig. ( 

Mr. Editor,—Will you permit me to call 
attention to the card of Mr. Lewis W. Bur- 
well, published in your paper of this date. 

( 

This young gentleman feels it to be his im- * 

perative duty to commence a course of pre- t 

paration for the solemn and responsible c 

oltico of the Christian Ministry, and not pos- c 

8essing the means to meet the expenses, he 
must necessarily incur in such a course, has . 

adopted the plan indicated in his card for 1 

that purpose. If his numerous friends in 8 

this city, and the friends of religion gene- s 

rally, would aid him by the patronage of t 
Ids enteprise, they would not only receive 
m equivalent for the slight draw on their 
liberality, in the work he proposes to fur- 

8 

nish them, but also have the pleasing satis- * 

action of having aided a worthy young man n 

n qualifying himself for the indispensable t 
vork of preaching the gospel. ^ 

The guilt of one sin is a greater misery g 
han a thousand crosses.—Charnock. n 

A LETTER. that 

whicl 

Rev. and Dear Sir:—I half n aread- 

of your paper for two year subscrib- 
• for that length of time. Qa number 
’ 

articles have appeared ring upon 
le denomination to which elong. I 

ive read them all, I think am jet a 

aptist. Probably you may I deserve 
o credit for holding out; so it is, I 

ave held out, and feel now,»is present 
riting, like holding out in >ld faith, a 

mg time to come. 

Yet, strange as it may air to you, I 

ave no opinions of my owon the par- 
cular matters in dispute, umbly con- 
sive I have no right to anjnions about 
plain thus saith the Lor Just as the 

urrent of testimony runs, must run— 
ot presumptuously askingether this n 
ossible or the other is exent. If tin 

lain unglossed narrative L me into tin 
ater, I must go. If I fine immediate 

isciples of the Saviour exbd to be bap- 
ized the same hour of theht or day, in 
rhich they believed, and t before any 
lention is made of the Suj, I am bound 
o conclude that baptism cdccl commu- 

ion; and if baptism precl communion 
dth them, we think we are the safe side 

t least, in letting baptismcede cornmu- 
ion with ns. 

Now, because in our siicity, we feel it 
ucumbent on us to take Word just as 
t stands, it does seem hariat you should 

.rraign us at the bar of pic opinion for 

iigh crimes and misdemors. We un- 

hurch the whole l’edobat world, past, 
iresent and to come, is a 3 argument of 
ours. You compare us Roman Catho- 

ics. You charge us with or things, which 
trade me shudder to read .Ve are bigots. 
,Ve are faulty in our logimd we assume 
>ositions which lead to frigul conclusions. 
Vnd why are we all this? rcause we con- 
ider baptism the immersi of a believer 
n water, and likewise a prquisite to com- 
nunion. This is the whc extent of our 

iffending—nothing more. 
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In all your ammadversn upon us, our 

principles and practice, tb ever appears 
me great mystery to my id. It is this: 

How you can desire common with the 

sort of people your argumts make us out 
;o be. To read your Phibics against the 
Baptists, one would sufse they were 

scarcely worthy to sit do to any Chris- 

tian table. Certainly yovould derive no 
benefit from the contact. Sut you may re- 

ply, that your object is tbeneflt us—im- 

prove and elevate your: luded brethren 

by association and cominion. Strange 
device you adopt, howeveio attract us to- 
wards you, by showeringpprobrious epi- 
thets upon us. 

Now, I have no claimpon you to pub- 
lish these few lines, which have written— 
not in malice, nor even irnger, but in all 
soberness and quiet belief the truth. If, 
however, it should seem gd in your sight, 
to lay them before youreaders, it will 

gratify and oblige me bo. 
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REMARKS 

It gives us pleasure to atify and oblige 
our correspondent. Andn so doing we 
will use the freedom wch a cherished 

friendship of long standg warrants—(a 
friendship which no denoinational differ- 

ence has ever weakened, id which we trust 

will continue through life,nd be perpetuat- 
ed in heaven)—in commeiiig on some por- 
tions of his letter. 

We do not wonder thanone of our arti- 

cles have converted him tthe Pmdobaptist 
faith. A man who £«0U»hat he is right is 
not the best subject for coviction. He dis- 

claims having any opinic; on the subject, 
not having even a rigl to any opinion 
about a plain thus saithhe Lord. If the 

scripture leads him into »e water, into the 

water he must go. But iter all our friend 

has an opinion, a very ecided one—and 
that opinion is that immrsion is the only 
scriptural mode of baptist. It must be an 

opinion of his that this hthe clear voice of 

scripture, for the majolty of Christians 

would not differ from hiuif they could hear 
such a voice in the l>ine Word. The 

Church of Scotland hat an opinion based 

upon “the plain unglossd narrative,” and 

“running with the currat of testimony,” 
that sprinkling or pouriig is the scriptural 
mode of administering he ordinance, and 
in this opinion the Chura of England con- 
curs, so does the Reformed Dutch church, 
the Lutheran church, md the Reformed 

churches of France, and lany others. Now 

we are not arguing that uperiority of num- 
bers proves a thing riglt, but we only say 
since tha overwhelming najority of the peo- 
ple of God whose conscientious desire to do 

right no one is disposedto doubt, and who 
have prayerfully sought .he path of duty in 
the light of revelation, to differ from our 

correspondent, he ought to admit that his 
interpretation is not ne:essarily infallible, 
hnt, t.liaf. it, ia nnlv Ilia nn-ninn. 

We agree with our fritnd in thinking thal 
baptism should precede cimmunion, and this 
is our own practice, but we cannot permit 
iiis conscience to decide for our3 as to what 

is baptism, neither can we admit that oui 
strictures on his denomination are “because 

t considers baptism the immersion of a be- 
.iever in water, and likewise a prerequisite 
to communion.” If that w'ere “the whole 

?xtent of its offending,” we never would 
lave made a criticism on its creed. It is 

tot for the maintenance of these opinions 
'or which we feel agrieved by our Baptist 
irethren—but because of their csiricatures 

>f ours, because of their assumption to be 
ho only church which administers the sa- 

crament of baptism in a valid manner, be- 
ause of the attacks so frequently made on 
•ur ministers for defending their views in 

heir own pulpits, because of the offensive 

one—our friend must excuse us—of many 
f their journals and pulpits in speaking of 
ther denominations. 

Now when a man inflates himself to such 

lordinate dimensions as to occupy the whole 

ide walk, he must not complain if he is 

ome times jostled by those who do not wish 
) be pushed into the gutter. 
Why then asks the writer, “can you df- 

re communion with such people?” Surely 
iis should be no “great mystery” to his 
und. Is it strange that we should desire 
) see a great and influential body of Chfis- 
ans, abandoning a position which we/re- 
ard as unfriendly to the unity of the com- 
ton brotherhood of Christians? Is it strange 

we should regret an exclusiveness 

l such men as Andrew Fuller and Ro- 

Hall deplored? It is a mystery that 

Spurgeon, in commenting on the words, 
i separate themselves,” charges his 

communion brethren with the cornmis- 

of that fault, and so with a schism which 

the beauty of the visible church, that 

hould regret it also? 

, however, we have thought to “attract” 

Baptist brethren to us by showering 
i them “opprobrious epithets,” it was 

ed a strange device to adopt. If at 

time we have spoken in terms of se- 

em 
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ty, it has been in the rebuke of misre- 

lentations and aggressions which all fair 

magnanimous men in the Baptist church 

If, should unite with us in condemning, 
itless our esteemed friend was pained 
mortified when he read the recent ac- 

nt, to bo found in any paper, of t ie 

itment the Rev. Dr. Steadman, of Mem- 

!, received from a Baptist minister who 

been invited to occupy the pulpit of the 

sbyterian church. We are in a position 
re we frequently hear of the contumeli- 

treatment our ministers receive, and of 

unjust assaults made upon our church, 

lile these continue we will not cease to 

mke them, and our hope is that in the 

e of that denomination there are many 

n of the refined sense of propriety, and 

valrous devotion to all that is fair, and 

ht, and Christian, which have always 
iracterized our friend, who will not only 
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ite with us, in rebuking but who will suc- 

sd in repressing, the evils of which wc 

mplain. 

Hampdex Sidney Magazine.—We 

e gratified at the reception of the first 

imber of this handsomely printed periodi- 
1. We have only time now to acknowledge 
i arrival, intending hereafter to notice it 

ore fully. 

The Editors acknowledge the receipt of 

ie following sums, viz: 
For Domestic Missions, ^ 

rom Mrs. Mary G. Braxton, $o 00( 
»o., from Kock Spring church, 

Washington county, 5 OC^ 
>o., from S. P. C., Albemarle, 1 0< 

^ 

For Va. Bible Society, I 
'o constitute Miss Elizabeth Kan- ^ 

dolph Braxton a life member, 30 <* 

“COMMUNICATIONS. 
For the Central Presbyterian. 

Call to the Ministry. 

KO. II. 

4. The Scriptures which define the eces- 

sary qualifications of the minister i>y be 

ligested, in substance, into the foowing 
particulars. He. must have a hea’J and 

healthy piety, a fair reputation for hinc$s of 
’lie, a respectable force of char act, some 

Christian experience, and aptness I teach. 

Let us repeat the remark, that tlso parti- 
culars are given by the Holy Srit as a 

rule by which the church is to jude in call- 

ing, as well as the candidate in oeying the 
call. And let us remark also, witemphasis, 
once for all, that the young Cristian, in 

concluding whether he possess iese quali- 
fications, should attach much Tight to the 

opinion of judicious, Christianriends, yea 
even more than to his own ; ecause men 

are often more in the dark, y reason of 

self-love, concerning their ou characters, 

than their acquaintances. 
The first requisite is piel] All Protes- 

tants are agreed, that it is reposterous to 
set that man to expound fe Gospel, who 
neither understands, nor lo'S, nor believes 

it. And the weighty resonsibilities and 

cares of the minister reque that his piety 
should be, if not eminen at least of a 

vigorous and healthy typ But here, the 

young Christian should tte 
heed to an im- 

portant distinction. As ar as the church 

and its officers are conc<ned,it is perfectly 
just, that they should reise to call or or- 

dain one whose piety i?not hearty. But, 
it by no means follows iat he may excuse 
himself from the duty cpreaching, because 
he is conscious his piefis low. If he rea- 

sons thus, he insults Gd ; for how comes it 

that his piety is low, e;ept by his own fault ? 
Is not the mercy seatipen to him, at which 

he may obtain increie of grace 
if he will 

...u .in i-no.f fpplino- and nrineinle 

which stamp his pief as feeble, are every 
one sins; and so isthat neglect of prayer 
•and means, by wbh his grace has been 
stinted. It is hlsduty to be an eminent 

Christian; yea, a srfect Christian. Now, 
woe to that servai, who obtrudes. against 
his Master one trnsgression, as a justifica- 
tion for a second It is adding insult to 
rebellion. And 

' 

a man feels that he has 

not grace enoug to preach, he should ash 
himself whether he has grace enough tc 
serve and pleae God in any other calling, 
grace enough t die with, or enough to en- 
able him to ewr the awful world of spirits, 
and stand in a awful judgment. To sue! 

a man we solmnly say : there is but one 

thing you canlo, if you would not outrage 
your God, grive the Holy Ghost, and rur 
an imminent risk of sealing your owr 

damnation ! Dp not, indeed, enter the mi- 

nistry with feel)|e piety ; but at once seel 

and obtain t hearty piety,- in order tha 

you may properly enter the ministry, if i 

is God’s will. * In one word, the fact tha 

one’s piety is low cannot prove it is not hi 

duty to preacjp; because he knows it is hi 

immediate dvy not to let his piety remaii 
low. / That fact is, on the other hand, suf 
ficient evidence to his Christian brethren 

that, if he will not do his duty in seeking 
more eminent piety, they ought not to cal 

him. / 
In this aonnexion may be best mention 

edf another qualification, on which som 

piaus writers have said much, and some 

times very indiscreetly. It is the posses 
sion of % strong desire; the necessity o 

which 13 jargued from 1 Tim. iii: 1. “If i 

man desire the office of a bishop, (pastor 
/io desirtth a good work.” It is obviou 

that such an inference from this passage 

might be easily pushed too far. The sam< 

distinction applies here, which has beei 

stated in the last paragraph. Of course 

the church ought not to entrust the minis 

try to a man who has no heart to the work 
The true minister must of course have a de 

?ire to see souls snatched from hell fire 

;ruth upheld, sin curbed, the happiness o 
true religion diffused, and the Holy Trinit; 
glorified in the redemption of transgressors 
These are the grounds, the motives, of tha 
lesire which he feels to preach, if he ma; 
ightfully do it. But are not these feeling, 

omon, essential,^ all true Christiana ? 

es not the abseie of them place a very 
ick mark on any ian’s piety? The church 
refore, injudgg a candidate’s fitness 

be called, will 1 influenced by his pos- 

sing this kind f desire, just as they 
1 by his posaesfig a healthy piety; and 
the same re-oas* Hence it is that 

r “Form of Giernment” very properly 
quires the candiate for ordination to an- 
er, yes; to thisiuestion: 
“5. Have youbeen induced, as far as 

u know your on heart, to seek the 
office 

the Holy mintry from love to God, and 

Bincere desires promote His glory in the 

•spel of fiis so? 
’ 

But how fooih and mischievous is the 

aversion of ts Scriptural truth, to ar- 

le, as some ty e seemed to do ; that there- 
re, if a you* Christian does not 

feel an 

’iding mid fong desire for this special 
,rk, he ou<r! to conclude that he is not 

that ( 
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lied? Is so forsooth ; that, if a man, 

comi 

ratei 
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wha 

whom Got has given the capacities and 

iportunitiefo do a certain laborious 
work 

r his glon feels himself sinfully relnc- j 
nt to it, Ipause of a selfish and coward- 

fear of > toils and self-denials, or be- 

tuse of tfalse and wicked shame, or 

?cause apition and covetousness rather 

3pel hiut-o a different calling ; he may 
lerefore melude that he is exempt from 

1 obligaons to it? Nay verily. It is that 

ian’s d'ul to repent immediately of this 

is relucince, and to crucify it: for it is 

[X. Hf can a man be, what every Chris- 

an oug< to be, except 
lie earnestly desire 

lod’s gfry in the salvation of souls ? 
But 

lie miiiter can usually do more, cacteris 

(tribu$f°r this cause, than the layman : 

o thatvery true Christian on the earth, 

oungind old, male and female, ought 
o feeVith reference to the work of preach- 
ngl tit he would be glad to preach, if 

jod emitted him. Away with the no- 

ion)hat the young man is not called to 

jj-ep, unless he hath fallen in love with 

Especial work, in some senseless and un- 

lc<untable manner, as though pierced with 

^(invisible arrow of some spiritual Eros, 
ojjupid! It is nonsense, it is wickedness. 

T3 Holy Spirit is a rational being, the Bi- 

b is a rational book, and every Christian 

potion which He produces in the human 
-ul by applying Bible truth, is produced 
wording to the laws of the human under- 

anding": it is a reasonable emotion, 

•ompted by reasonable and intelligent 
ews of truth 
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ainly find there, very little support for the 

lecessity of this unaccountable desire. In 

he fid and 4th chapters of Exodus, we read 

hat Moses, when commissioned by God to 

jecome the prophet of Israel, displayed his 
•eluctance by so many excuses that the 

livine wrath .was excited. Jeremiah (i: 
3 and 20 : 9.) similarly deprecated the 

sacred charge. Jonah sought to flee the 

srork; at what cost, the reader knows. And 

Paul says, 1 Cor. ix: 1G: “Though I 

preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory 
of: for necessity is laid upon me ; yea woe 

is unto me if I preach not the gospel.” He 
felt that he could claim no credit, because 

he dared not exercise any option concerning 
the ministry ; but was impelled by the aw- 

ful conviction that he could only evade this 

duty at the peril of his soul. 
If therefore, the young Christian does 

not feel this Scriptural desire to glorify God 

by saving souls, so that he would be glad 
to do it by 'preaching if he might, he ought 
not indeed to thrust himself into the minis- 

try like a slave going to a hated task. But 
he ought immediately to suspect himself of 
some most unchristian influence of selfish- 

ness, indolence, vanity, ambition or avarice; 
he ought immediately to crucify these base 

feelings at the foot of his Saviour’s cross; 

lie ought never to rest, till his heart is in 
' such a frame that the desire to do good (in 
any way God may point out^ is his ruling 

I passion, and he ought to do all this, wholly 
! irrespectively of his finding his way into the 
! ministry or not. For while his heart is in 

,ts present frame, he has no sufficient evi- 

lence that he has ever felt the love of God, 

and that ho has not the wrath of God and 

the daily danger of hell tire abiding on him. 

Certainly, without this pious desire, he is as 

truly unfit to serve God in any other call- 

ing, as in the ministry. 
ine tnree quamicatiuHs ucai iucuuuucu, 

a fair reputation for sanctity of life, a re- 

spectable moral force of character, and 

some degree of Christian experience may 
be grouped together. The man whose 

Christian character does not command con- 

fidence and respect, would, as a minister, 

only dishonor God and his cause. Yet, it 

is every man’s duty to reform those incon- 
sistencies by which he has forfeited the re- 

spect of mankind, whether he is to preach 
or not. And having thoroughly reformed 
them, he may then find his way open into 

the pulpit. The minister must have some 

force of character. The feeble, undecided, 
shuffling man, who cannot rule his own fami- 

ly, nor impress and govern his.inferiors by 
his moral force, had better not preach. 
There may be cases where this weakness of 
character is found incurable, although co- 
existing with genuine piety. Again; he 
must not be in the novitiate of his Chris- 

tian profession. But this circumstance can 

very rarely be a valid obstacle to the young 
Christian’s proceeding so far as to begin 
his preparation. Our church has made this 

preparation long; for this reason among 
others, that the neophyte may acquire Chris- 
tian experience by the time he comes to his 
ordination. 
The last qualification mentioned is aptness 

to teach. The apostle means by this, that 
: assemblage of bodily and mental endow- 

i inents, which will, by due cultivation, ena- 
; ble the pastor to teach God’s truth with 

; reasonable efficiency. It includes sufficient 

i bodily strength, an understanding of fair 
s respectability, either the possession of, or 
i the opportunity and ability to acquire, ade- 
• quate knowledge, and a capacity to attain 
, a tolerable fluency and propriety of speech, 
j Such disease or infirmity as would make it 
1 impossible to live and perform the duties of 
a minister efficiently, is a clear indication 

- that a man is not called. But this fact can- 

3 not be fairly inferred from every grade of 
- bodily infirmity. Let the reader consider 
- how much a Calvin, a Brainerd, a 1’ayson, 
f effected for Christ, in spite of bodies bowed 
i down by chronic disease. Yet no one now 

) doubts that God called them to preach, 
s And the perseverance of many resolute men 
i in the laborious professions of this world, 
3 for the sake of mammon or ambition, in 
i spite of feeble health, is a most practical 
, evidence, that bodily weakness does not ne- 

cessarily prove the Christian to be precluded 
. from the ministry. 

Many young Christians again, excuse 

, themselves by professing a doubt whether 
f they have natural talents adequate to so 

r responsible a work as the ministry. (We 
. fear that in many cases, if their friends 

; were to concur candidly in this doubt, their 
r vexation would betray the insincerity of the 
i pretended humility.) Now, we freely assent, 

Christ lias no use for fools in the pul- 
The impotent, beggarly, confused un- 
mding should not undertake to teach 
minds. And the very noblest capa- 
are desirable, and will find ample 
in this glorious work. But nothing 
than respectable good sense and just- 
>f mind is requisite to secure such use- 
ss in the ministry as should decide 

lious heart, if that mind is used to the 

advantage. Let the heart be warmed 
?nnobled with Christian love; the good 
son mind will be expanded and in Vigo- 
1, and a conscientious diligence will 

it an indefinite and constant nnprove- 
;. Love and labor will make the small 

I great. The late memoir of Dr. Da- 

Baker contains an instructive testimony 
lis point. 1 Lis energy and success in 

rospelled some to remark, how eminent 
night have been in worldly pursuits ; 
; a millionaire, if a merchant; how elo- 

it, if a lawyer ; how popular, if a states- 
! But his Biographer, wdio is his own 

says : No; it was his religion that was 

strength: grace alone made him great, 
ised be God; the church has often found 

plain talents, faithfully improved for 

i, by love and zeal, have accomplished 
largest good. Let the young Christian 

1 judge his own qualification by these 
hs. It is clear that, in the general, the 
rch must always expect to find her mi- 
ers precisely among those who honestly 
raise their talents moderately. For who 

lid like to see the young Christian come 

svard, and say : “that he felt called to 

ach because he considered himself so smart!" 
fhe scholarship which the Presbyterian 
irch considers necessary for the minister, 

y be seen described in our “Form of 

vernment.” To the acquisition of this, 

f sound mind is adequate, with diligence 
1 perseverance. Such is the provision 
icli is made for aiding the needy; no 

ristian, except those too far advanced in 

?, or precluded by other duties can plead 
ibility to acquire it. And if there be 

ticulues or narusmps in me way, 
the will of God that he should manfully 
rmount them, for His sake. 

Once more; the incurable stammerer, 

e man of totally diseased throat, the man 
10 cannot acquire the capacity of speak- 
g in public without a slowness, rudeness, 
nfusion, or hesitation, painful to the 

arers, is not called to preach. Public 

leaking is the most prominent function of 
e pastor. But there is scarcely any quali- 
lation about which young Christians are 

ore apt to reason delusively. The pro- 

ise of fluency in early mankind is no suf- 
cient proof of fitness for the pulpit; and 
le lack of it at that season is no evidence 

hatever of unfitness. Experience shows,, 
lat many who early win the reputation of 

the college orator,” in actual life sink into 

bscurity; and many who go through col- 

5ge without a particle of reputation for 

uency, become afterwards famous 
as effec- 

ive speakers. And let the reader remem- 

>er, that a minister may be effective with- 

mt being melodious, polished, or graceful, 
so young man, whose vocal organs 

are not 

atally maimed, is entitled to conclude, be- 

iause he is now unskilled, that he cannot 

earn to ̂ pealc to edification. On the con- 

trary he should conclude that he can 
learn 

.0 speak, no matter what his present diffi- 

culty, if only he will endeavor and perse- 
vere. Such is the emphatic testimony of 

Lord Chesterfield to his son; and he de- 

clares that his own eloquence (of no mean 
fame in his day) was wholly the result of 

his perseverance. There was a candidate 

for the ministry in the Presbyterian church, 
who even after he commenced his Semina- 

ry course, stammered painfully. But he 

resolved, by God’s help to conquer the ob- 
stacle; and he is now a most fluent and im- 

pressive extempore preacher. There is a 

most mischievous mistake as to the nature 

of good speaking. It is but unaffected, 

serious, perspicuous talking. That which is 

simplest is best. That language which pre- 
sents the idea with the most transparent 
naturalness, is in the best style. Who is 

there in his senses that cannot talk, when 

he is interested? The man of plain good 
6ense whose mind is thoroughly informed 

with divine truth, and whose heart is in- 

stinct with divine love, will not f^il f.0 find 
words and utterance. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

What is to be Done? 

Messrs. Editors,—Though a layman, I 
desire, through your paper to make a few 

suggestions to the church upon the subject 
of the ministry. What I have to say, will 

be based in part, upon the account given 
of the destitutions and darkness of a por- 

| tion of Western Virginia, in a communica- 
tion in your paper of the J.8th ult,, over the 

signat ure of C. C. J., and in part, upon facts 
within my own knowledge, some of which l 
will give in this communication. And, as 
the suggestions I shall make, will, perhaps, 
be unpopular with many, I will just say, 
that I desire to make them on my own re- 

sponsibility alone. 
For the facts stated by C. C. J., I refer 

to the communication itself—but the reme- 

dy on which he seems to rely—the Sabbath 
School—though very good in its place—is 
not the remedy required-^wfiat that coun- 
try needs is more of a preached gospeL-r-the 
gospel in its purity, the whole gospel. Of 
the doctrines of man’s total depravity and 
helplessness; of justification by faith alone; 
salvation by free unmerited grace; and 

others of like importance as taught by the 
Presbyterian church, those people have 

scarcely ever heard save from the misrepre- 
sentations of the opponents of those doc- 

trines-—and from the worse than misrepre- 
sentations of the professed advocates of 

them, the hard shell Baptists, with their 

Antimonian tendencies. I have no doubt 
C. C. J’s statement in reference to the 

country of which he writes, are correct; I 

will give a few additional facts. 
In the judicial circuit of Judge Bailey, 

himself a Presbyterian, and anxious to ob- 
tain Presbyterian preaching, composed of 
the counties of Fayette, Nicholas, Logan, 
Boone, Wyoming, Raleigh, Giles, and Mer- 
cer, there is not a single Presbyterian 
preacher, unless in Nicholas, and I think 
none there. There is one church in Giles, 

supplied I believe once a month by the 
Rev. Mr. Miller, of Montgomery. There 

is a church at Giles C. II., and one at Mer- 

cer, very anxious to get a preacher, but 
unable to do it. 

Of the other North-west counties, I can- 
not speak with certainty, but believe, ex- 
cepting the counties of Monroe, Greenbrier 
and Kanawha, their condition is pretty much 
the same. 

In Southwest Virginia there are in a por- 
tion of the counties ministers of the Old or 
New School, but confined mainly to the vil- 

lages and favored localities-—“The poor 
have not the gospel preached to them.” 

I might point out the like destitutions in 
other parts of the State, East, West, North 
and South, but deem it unnecessary. 
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