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For the Central Presbyterian. 

Biographical Sketch of the Late Rev. 
Wm. D. Paisley of Greensboro,’ N. C. 

The subject of this sketch was born in 

Guilford county N. C., on the 26th day of 

October, A. D. 1770. He was the oldest of 

nine children. His father Col. John Pais- 

ley was a brave soldier and a prominent 
officer of the Whigs of North Carolina during 
the times of the Revolution and in some of 

the critical scenes of the “War of Independ- 
ence. He was a native of Pennsylvania, 
and came in his youth from the neighbor- 
hood of Lancaster to Guilford county,' N. C. 
His mother, Mary Ann Denny, is still re- 

membered as a woman of devoted piety and 
of an unbounded faith in the promises of a 
covenant God. This venerable lady died in 
the year 1838 at the age of 85. Col. Pais- 

ley and his wife were members of Alamance 
church, of which, with Buffalo, Dr. Caldwell 
was the Pastor. They were both of Scotch- 
Irish descent, and possessed in a high de- 

gi-ee the characteristic traits of that robust, 
virtuous and God-fearing people. Reared 

under such domestic influences and the 

ministry of that distinguished scholar and 

preacher, Dr. David Caldwell, it were 

strange if Mr. Paisley’s youthful heart had 
not been early and deeply impressed by the 
great and solemn truths of our holy religion. 
That this was the case is well known, but 
the time at which he made a public profes- 
sion of his faith in Christ cannot now be as- 

certained. His education both classical and 

theological he received at the school of 

his Pastor. Among his contemporaries were 
Drs. Mathews and Brown, Rev. E. B. Qpr- 
rie, McMillan, McNair, and others who af- 

terwards were eminent and useful ministers 

of the Gospel. Within the last year the wri- 
ter has heard Mr. Paisley speak in the most 
grateful and affectionate terms of the pru- 
dent counsel and pious instruction which he 
received from Mrs. Caldwell. He remark- 

ed that many of her husband’s scholars 

were induced by her wise and faithful pre- 
sentation of the subject to devote themselves 
to the ministry. It is still a current saying- 
through the community, that “the Doctor 
made the scholars, and Mrs. Caldwell the 

preachers.” To her, under God, the church 
is indebted for the ministerial life of Mr. 

Paisley and many others in N. Carolina, 
Tennessee and Kentucky. 

Mr. Paisley was licensed to preach the 

Gospel by the Presbytery of Orange at its 
session at Hopewell Church, now within the 
bounds of Concord Presbytery, on the 30th 
day of September, 1794, in the 24th year 
of his age. The certificate of his license now 

in the possession of the writer reads thus:— 
“Presbytery of Orange.” , 

“This certifies that the bearer, Mr. Wm. 

Paisley has been regularly licensed to 

preach the Gospel, and is hereby well re- 
commended to the vacant churches under our 
care. D. CALDWELL, Moderator. 
Hopewell, Sept. 30th, 1794. 

He preached his first sermon^ after hav- 

ing been licensed, in the pulpit of his vene- 
rable Pastor and Teacher at Buffalo, three 
miles from the place where his long and va- 
luable life was closed. A short time after, 
he went as a missionary to the then wild and 
sparsely settled frontier State of Tennessee. 
He spent at least two or three years in Ten- 
nessee. On the only sermon which he left 
behind him, there is the following endorse- 
ment : “Preached in Sumner county, Ten- 
nessee, August the 14th, A. D. 1796.” This 
sermon to youth, on the text “Remember 
now thy*Creator, &c,” is valuable both for 
its intrinsic excellence, and because it is the 

only one that remains of a large number he 
had written. A few years before his de- 

cease, arid after he had, through the infir- 
mities of age, been laid aside from the ac- 
tive duties of the ministry, a member of his 
family haying dropped the remark in his 

hearing, that a volume of his sermons, if 

published, would be a precious legacy to 
the church and especially to his numerous 
friends, and connexions ; and he, with his 
characteristic shrinking from notoriety, and 
being fearful that after his decease such a 
disposition might be made of his manuscripts, 
burned all, except the sermon above men- 
tioned, and a journal of a preaching tour he 
made in the winter of 1812 and ’13 to the 
eastern part of the State. It is to be hoped 
that both these papers will yet be given to 
the nublic. 

The destruction of these papers has ren- 
dered it difficult to fix the dates of various 

epochs in Mr. Paisley’s life. He was or- 
dained some time in, 1797 or ’98. In the 
records of the 12th session of the Synod of 
the Carolinas in October 1799, his name 
appears for the first time as one of the four- 
teen members of the Presbytety of Orange, 
and minister of “Union and Lower Buffalo” 
churches in Moore Co. The records of 1797 
were lost or destroyed, and in those of 1798 
no list of ministers is given. In the year 
1800, he took charge of Hawfield and Cross 
lload churches in Orange county. His pre- 
decessor was the Rev. James McGready, a 
preacher of extraordinary ability, and whose 
labors were greatly blessed during the fa- 
mous revival in 1800 in Tennessee, Kentuc- 
ky and elsewhere in the west. Mr. Paisley’s 
ministry in this field was signally blessed 
by God. Soon after his settlement, the 
great revival of 1801 and 1802 commenced 
at a communion season at Hawfield. In 
Dr. Foote’s Sketches of North Carolina, a 
full account of this revival will be found. 

i 

I The following extract is taken from page 
378. “In August, 1801 a communion sea- 
son was held at Cross Eoads, in Orange 
county. The stated minister, Win. Paisley, 
was assisted by Eev. Messrs. Dr. Caldwell 
and Leonard Pralher, and two young licen- 
tiates, Hugh Shaw and E. B. Currie. Noth- 
ing of special interest appeared in the con- 
gregation during the day preceding the 
Sabbath, or during the administration of 
the ordinance. Great solemnity prevailed, 
mingled with evident anxiety as well as 

prayer among Christians, that God would 
bless the congregation and revive His work. 
On Monday the 28th the public services 
were conducted by Messrs. Pralher and 

Shaw, without any expression or appearance 
of emotion among the people. The pastor 
arose to dismiss the people, intending first 
to say a few words expressive of his sorrow 
that apparently no advance had been made 
in bringing sinners to God. Overwhelmed 
with his sensations of distress that God had 

imparted no blessing to his people, he stood 
silent a few moments and then sat down. A 
solemn stillness pervaded the congregation. 
In a few moments he rose again ; before 
he uttered a word, a young man irom .Ten- 
nessee who had been interested in the revi- 
val there, and had been telling the people 
of Cross Roads, during the meeting, much 
about the state of things in the West, rais- 
ed up his hands, and cripd out, “Stand still 
and see the salvation of God!” In a few 

moments the silence was broken by sobs, 
groans and cries, rising commingled from all 
parts of the house. This was the beginning 
of that great awakening, the happy fruits of 
which are still seen in these now flourishing 
and efficient churches. Two months after, 
similar scenes were witnessed in Hawfields, 
Mr. Paisley’s other church. This meeting 
at Hawfields has become famous from the 

fact, that at it, the first camp-meeting in 
North Carolina was held." The year before 
his removal to Orange county, Mr. Paisley 
was married to Frances, daughter of Gene- 
ral Alexander Mebane of Orange, a gentle- 
man who had filled many offices of great 
honor and importance. He was of the same 
lineage, Scotch-Irish, as Mr. Paisley, was 
born in Pennsylvania, and settled in Orange 
county early in life. He was a member of 
the Provincial Congress that in 17(16 met to 
form a State Constitution and of the conven- 
tion at Hillsboro,’ to adopt the Constitution 
of the United States. He served for several 

years in the legislature of the State, was 
elected Brigadier-General, and soon after a 
member of Congress. He attended two 

sessions in Philadelphia, was re-elected but 
died before Congress met. Several of his 
children yet survive, and they and their de- 
scendants are. still distinguished for the in- 

tegrity, purity, firmness and piety which 
rendered General Mebane so much respect- 
ed and beloved. 

This marriage was an eminently happy 
and blessed one. It was the union of two 
hearts whose mutual love was purified and 
cemented by their common love to Christ 
and ardent zeal for the progress .of the Gos- 

pel. For 58 years they lived together, a 
beautiful instance of youthful attachment 
mellowed but not diminished by years. 

The following is an extract from the ser- 
mon preached at the funeral of this venera- 
ble minister. “In these churches—Hawfield 
and Cross Roads—Mr. Paisley spent the 
prime of his manhood. His labors in this 
extensive field were indefatigable. The 
new flame of holy love with which he and 
His people were baptized at the beginning 
of his ministry, burned brightly and stead- 
ily, during the whole time of his abode with 
them. A love for souls—for the honor of 

Christ, and the extension of His kingdom 
fired his ardent spirit with unusual enthusi- 
asm. Many a soul brought by his instru- 

mentality into the fold of Christ can look 
to him this day in heaven as its spiritual 
father, and many yet on the footstool when 
they hear of his departure will mourn over 
him as their spiritual guide in the paths of 
righteousness. In the month of January, 
A. D. 1820, he was led in the providence of 
God to return to the churches of his youth, 
and ih that year had the honor of setting up 
the Standard of Presbyterianism in this 
town. Nothing but a living faith in the 
promises of God, and an abiding confidence 
in the power of the truth, could have induc- 
ed him to enter upon such an enterprize. 
Among the eighteen or twenty families—the 
whole population of the village then—there 
was but one professing member of any branch 
of the church of Christ, Major Johnson, a 
member of the Baptist church. To Mr. 

Paisley’s fidelity, zeal and prayer we are 
indebted under God, lor much of that living 
Christianity and morality which now distin- 
guish Greensboro.’ It is altogether unne- 
cessary in the presence of this congregation 
to speak of Father Paisley’s piety, persever- 
ance and zeal. Their memorials are all 
around us. Of the character of his preach- 
ing most of you are better able to judge 
than I can be. That it was characterized 

by fervor, unction and a heartfelt power of 
the truth, its success renders unquestionable. 
From an examination of several skeletons 
of sermons, alas, that these are all we are 
permitted to judge from!—we can readily 
infer, that his discourses were thoroughly 
Scriptural, their distinguished character- 
istic being an urgency of appeal and exhor- 
tation to the impenitent. They seemed to 
be plain and practical, not intended so much 
to elucidate or discuss difficult or delicate 

theological questions as to awaken the care- 
ic-oo, «uu ui uiic mipciiiLciiii auu impress every 
heart with the necessity of flying at once to 
the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour 
of sinners. Hence we can readily conceive 
the reason of the fervor and glow of his 
prayers, and especially the heart stiring, 
urgent wrestling with God for the quicken- 
ing and reviving influence of the Holy Spirit, 
for which he was so distinguished. The 
meek and gentle Christian in private life 
became the bold and fearless ambassador 
of God in the pulpit. Few ministers have 
been more faithful in their denunciations of 
vice and every practice inconsistent with the 
high morality of the Gospel. Some of you 
can recollect that ̂ Sabbath morning when 
with Apostolic zeal, he walked down to the 
crowd of young Sabbath-breakers, who were 
skating on the pond, and administered the 
rebuke which is not yet forgotten by those 
that heard and deserved it. There is little 
doubt that much of Father Paisley’s effir 
ciency as a minister was owing to this happy 
union of meekness and courage, of humility 
and a lofty sense of duty. And God did not 
leave His faithful servant without many to- 

kens of His fatherly goodness. He blessed 
him in his work, and abundantly blessed him 
in his family. Of his six daughters the two 
that died in their youth left behind them 
clear evidence of their acceptance in the Be- 
loved. The others were all consistent mem- 
bers of the church. His oldest daughter was 
the wife of Rev. J esse Rankin. His twoyoung- 
est daghters, Mrs. John A. Gilmer and 
Mrs. Robert M. Sloan with their husbands 
are members of the Church which their 
father organized in Greensboro.’ If it were 

proper or Decoming it would De a pleasant 
duty to speak of the tender, unwearied and 
affectionate solicitude with which this be- 
loved parent was surrounded during his long 
confinement, and tll6 years of failing strength 
and vigor of body and mind. 
A few years ago he had an attack of para- 

lysis from the effects of which he never en- 
tirely recovered. Three months before his 

death, endeavoring one day to rise from his 
chair, he fell on the hearth of his chamber, 
and one of his limbs was so much injured 
that he walked no more on earth. He him- 
self thought and hoped that the time of his 
departure had come. To use his own favor- 
ite expression, he hoped that he was going 
home. Instead of murmuring at the acci- 
dent or uttering a syllable of complaint, 
indeed apparently forgetful of the present, 
and his whole soul panting for the vision of 
his Father’s face in glory, in a voice of un- 
usual strength and clearness, he exclaimed, 
“I shall soon be with the great congregation 
who have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb, who 
are before the throne of God, and serve 

Him day and night in His temple, ascribing 
blessing and honor and glory and power 
unto Him that sitteth on the throne and 
unto the Lamb forever! But he was yet 
spared to pray, and to preach by his exam- 
ple for some months longer. Although anx- 
ious to depart and to be with Christ, yet 
there vTas no murmuring. A few days be- 
fore his decease, and the last audible words 
that he uttered, he whispered in the ears of 
the Pastor of the Church, “I can still pray 
for the conversion of souls.” During his 
long confinement, and this wras characteristic 
of him all through life,—it wrns very diffi- 
cult to get him to converse about himself, 
or the work that the Lord had enabled him 
to do. His wdiole desire was to exalt the 
Lord Jesus. On His finished work alone his 
owrn faith and hope were based. Of his ac- 

ceptance through the imputed righteousness 
of Christ he had not a shadow of a doubt. 
Not only was death stripped of all terrors, 
but it was looked forward as a messenger of 
love to bring him home. His end was em- 

phatically peace. On the morning of the 
10th of March as day was breaking on the 
Eastern horizon, his freed spirit was usher- 
ed into that “city which hath no need of the 
sun, neither of the moon to shine in it; for 
the glory of God doth lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof.” 
On the following day the earthly taber- 

nacle was consigned to the tomb. And, al- 
though a heavy rain was falling, a very 
large assemblage without regard to denomi- 
national differences gathered together to 
pay the last tribute of respect and honor to 
the memory of the deceased. Every cir- 
cumstance showed that in the death of 
Father Paisley, Greensboro’ had lost one of 
her noblest citizens, and best benefactors. 
The church draped in mourning, the closed 
stores, the suspended business, the subdued 
looks and general solemnity which spread 
a more than Sabbath’s stillness over the 
town, all testified how deeply and tenderly 
this venerable man of God was loved and 
reverenced by all classes of the community. 
After the close of the services in the church, 
the lid was removed from the coffin in front 
of the pulpit, and as the congregation ad- 
vanced to take a last look at that venerable 
countenance now still in death, which many 
of them had often seen lighted up with the 
glorious themes of the Gospel, many a tear 
fell from eyes all unused to weeping. All 
felt that the father of that congregation was 
gone—that the. sympathizing friend—the 
humble Christian and the faithful Minister 
was taken away—that they would see him 
no more, till God awakens him and us, from 
the last long sleep in the grave. 

Oh! that we may all then be found with 
him at the right hand of the Judge. 

J. J. S. 

Hints and Queries. 

BY KEY. DR. HUMPHREY. 

It is to be regretted that the very per- 
sons who ought to profit by such hints as 
the following, will probably be the very 
last to admit their application to themselves. 
A proper answer to such queries would lead 
to the correction of some things which are 
more common than becoming. 

1. Is it right for .prominent members of 
the congregation, habitually to come in late, 
so as to disturb those in their devotions, who 
are early in their seats? 

2. Is it a good custom, when half a dozen 
men have quietly taken their seats, and some 
tardy lady comes in, for all of them to rise 
suddenly and rush into the aisle, that she 
may pass them, and take the head of the 

pew? 
3. Is it reverential and scriptural, to sit 

bolt upright, instead of standing, or kneel- 
ing in prayer? 

4. Is it right to indulge in so full a meal 
at dinner, on the Sabbath, as to sleep it 

away at home in the afternoon, or to take 
the repose which it demands for digestion, 
instead of keeping awake, and digesting 
the sermon in the Church? 

5. Is it good manners, (to say nothing 
more, dinner or no dinner,) to fall asleep, 
about-as soon as the preacher has fairly an- 
nounced his subject, to begin to nod, or 
take a more comfortable position for re- 

pose, and not fairly to wake up, till the ge- 
neral rush which follows the word, amen? 

6. Is it right for a man, to be so invete- 
rately given to dozing, even though he don’t 
snore, p-e-r-li-a-p-s, to take off his wife’s at- 
tention through the sermon, in trying to 
keep him awmke ? 

7. Is it doing as you wmuld be done by, 
to look sorry, and lay down your head, when 
your minister announces a subject which 
you don’t like, or when he don’t preach quite 
so smart a sermon as you want to hear ? 

• 

Evangelist. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

“Layman” on the “Obscure Brethren” 
in the Presbyterian Church. 

“Rectcscribendi sapere est principium etfoils?” 

Messrs. Editors,—A gentleman in your 
issue of the 7th inst., writing over the sou- 
briquet of “Layman,” has innocently sug- 
gested some pertinent inquiries. How much 
can a man talk or write about nothing and 
yet seem to be wise? Was it accident or 

collusion which rang’ed this blunderbuss in 
battery with the heavy Lancastrian of the 
other Doctor ? Certainly the discharge 
ought to be sufficient to annihilate all the 

“undistinguished” clergymen in Christen- 
dom! What distinguished gentleman is he 
who can thus hide his lard-lamp under the 
extinguisher of a fictitious name and leave 

us, denizens of barren mediocrity and vain 
assumption, to look on in hopeless emula- 
tion ? 
What are we coming to? Are we falling- 

back into the aristocratic ecclesiasticism of 

prelacy, or the despotism of Popery, or what ? 
Here we have three well defined orders of 
the clergy in the Presbyterian Church. 
Third the “obscure,” second, the “compara- 
tively obscure,” first the “distinguished”— 
the discoverer of course being among the 
last—without surplice or gown. 

It is something new and wondrous strange 
to hear a minister or elder in our denomi- 
nation talk, in this lordly tone, of his “ob- 
scure brethren,” the “undistinguished” and 
“brethren comparatively obscure.” Hereto- 
fore we had thought we were to “call no 
man master” and that “the Supreme Head- 
ship of the Lord Jesus Christ and the offi- 
cial equality of all Bishops” were leading 
and fundamental principles of Presbyterian 
Church order. But if the principle is 

changed let us, by all means, have that al- 
teration in practice which consistency re- 

quires, and fling in the teeth of these obscure 
ministers the burning shame of—indistinc- 
t-ion ! Strike at their feelings. -Lessen their 

repute. Curtail their means of doing, or 
of getting, good. Lop off that solemn vani- 
ty that still looks upward to the stars. 

But, is it manly to strike at imbecility and 
in the dark too ? Is it fair to tread on help- 
lessness? Would you extinguish obscurity 
it self ? How would we call this if practiced 
upon ourselves ? or what does it look like, 
from a standpoint near the pulpit, on a Sab- 
bath morning, the preacher discoursing from 
the text, ''•Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself ?” Is it right to set sucli an 

example of uncharitableness to the peo- 
ple of God? Let these obscure brethren 
rest in their insignificance. Disturb not the 

enjoyment of their little vanities—mere 
dust in the atmospheric expansion of your 
own. We cheerfully concede, and on his 
own authority, the “superior gifts” of Lay- 
man and his “great and long continued use- 
fulness,” but he should not, therefore, be- 
come supercilious, nor look down with such 
strong contempt upon inferior men—they 
still have souls, though small, and hopeful- 
ly look onward, like himself, to “glory and 
immortality.” 

As to the “purse-of-gold” subject and the 
notice of “Calls” in the Religious Press, 
the formtr is a stale theme—some fifty 
illustrations having passed under our eye 
within the past three months. The latter 
are a drug in the newspapers, often as many 
as a dozen being, found in a single number. 
And yet I fear the “brethren” of the second 
and third grades will still continue the prac- 
tice, notwithstanding the severe castigation 
of Layman. Customs in society, when long 
established, are not easily done away. But 
the important and pointed inquiry is made 
in this connexion, how do these notices tra- 
vel so swiftly and get into the ministerial 
column of a newspaper? And the statement 
is hazarded that the printer is not “ubi- 

quitous” nor “omniscient;” how then does 
he get to know anything about these ob- 
scure clergymen? 
As to the former inquiry it is easy to an- 

swer. They go out usually by the public 
conveyances which now afford every facility 
for rapid communication and even furnish a 
temptation in the cheap postage law, to the 
sudden transmission of flattering intelli- 

gence? As to the latter question—who 
tells the printer?”—we are afraid to answer. 
IVe know that Layman will be offended, 
like ourselves, at such home thrusts. There 
are two ways, however, of communicating 
this information to an editor. One is to 

send it yourself, as any other item of reli- 
gious news, leaving it entirely to his taste 
and judgment to publish it or not. This is 
the least objectionable and the one pre- 
ferred by the printer. The other is the 
course sometimes adopted by “distinguish- 
ed” gentlemen in the political and religious 
world, and that is to request a friend to have 
it done for them. The plans differ in some 
respects—the result is the same. 
The “notable fact” which “Layman” 

mentions that some of our most gifted min- 
isters receive calls without any notice of 
them in the religious Journals, must be of 
rare occurrence, and a few notable instances 
of the kind would be satisfactory to some 
of our editors. But, admitting there are 

such cases, they are only exceptions to the 
general rule. Nor, in their case, would it 
be wonderful—they do not need it. It is 

only the “obscure and undistinguished 
brethren” to whom it could be of any 
service. 

But all this apart, I would not have a re- 
ligious Journal in which those items were 
not recorded with perfect disregard of the 
three orders of the clergy. Any Presbyte- 
rian minister is gifted enough to confer 
honor on the paragraph of a newspaper— 
not the reverse: and we sincerely hope there 
are few minds so egotistical as to attribute 
the recofd of minister’s names there to vani- 

ty, on the childish weakness of “seeing one’s 
name in print.” Who, in glancing over 
such items of intelligence, ever dreamed the 
suggestion until the imagination of Layman 
agonises in the grand conception, and 

brought it forth. It is indeed difficult to 
attack the motives of another without betray- 
ing our own. 

But the most serious part of this busi- 
ness is, that, in case “an obscure brother 
chooses to decline” a call, the congregation 
will be prejudiced from that cause, in ob- 
taining a pastor, whereas, “if a man of su- 
perior gifts” should see it his duty to do the 
same thing “it would prejudice none” and 
prove “interesting to all.” Why or howl 
My mind is led to exactly the. opposite 

conclusion—that the injury, if injury in 
either case there would be greater in the lat- 
ter than in the former. 
The effect of eccentric insignificance is 

soon forgotten and the path of obscure vani- 
ty is soon buried out of sight. But not so 
with men of “superior gifts” and larger 
powers. Their example is far more likely 
to be followed and their reasons deemed 
sufficient for others. Now let us scrutinize 
a little farther’the reason why the “publi- 
city” of a call given to an “obscure brother” 
will prejudice the congregation giving it. 
Thus Layman: “when a call is tendered to 

another, he first inquires, why was the pre- 
vious call declined? Was not that brother 
a candidate under God, for a field to labor? 

Why did he regard your field unworthy of 
him ?” And it is suggested that these in- 
quiries will be difficult to answer and lead 
to excite apprehension in the mind of the 

succeeding candidate. Now, mark, the ob- 

jection is to notices in the denominational 

papers of calls given to “obscure brethren” 
—on the ground that succeeding candidates 
will make inquiries and unpleasant appre- 
hensions will arise in their minds detriment- 
al to the congregation. Suppose then that 
a call is made out for an obscure man and 
not noticed publicly, will not his successor 

make the same inquiries and draw the same 
inferences as if it had been published ? Is 
it possible to conceal the fact from him in 

any case ? What candidate ever entered 

upon a field of labor without making some 
such inquiries or at least knowing the cir- 
cumstances? AVhat conceivable difference 
then will it make in this regard, whether 
the previous call is noticed publicly or not? 
But this is all a mistake. We venture 

boldly the affirmation that no conscientious 
God-fearing minister will ever make that the 
ground of objection to a congregation—to 
wit: that an obscure brother declined to go 
there. Layman, however, puts one of his 

supposed inquiries in a light in which no 
candidate ever put it. “Why, did he re- 
gard your field unworthy of him?” He has 
no right to infer that as the reason, or the 
feeling on the part of the candidate. There 
are many better, opposite reasons, easily 
conceivable, any one of which would meet 
the case—he may consider himself unworthy 
of the field—he may believe that he is not 
fit for it—th%t it would not be possible for 
him to do the good, in that field, which 
another might. Such magnanimity may not 
seem possible to Layman, but the instances 
are not rare, even among the inferior and 

“undistinguished” grades of the Presbyte- 
rian clergy. “THETA.” 

From the Vermont Chronicle. 

Feeble Churches. 

In my last communication, I spoke of the 
duty of the large anti well provided church- 
es to put forth special efforts to reach the 
feeble churches and destitute localities, with 
a direct, decided, Christian influence. I 
now propose to consider the question—How 
shall this be done? 
The first thing to be done is, to get into 

the right spirit,—the first step towards which 
is humiliation, penitence and prayer. I do 
not mean the mere appointment of Church 
fasts and the holding of Church prayer 
meetings. Such fasts and prayer meetings 
are very well, and indeed, very important; 
but they will be entirely useless, without 
something more. Many such fasts have 
been held, to no purpose, but to show that 
the whole head was sick and the whole heart 

faint, without producing a real, humbling 
consciousness of it. Churches cannot re- 

pent and turn to God, and pray, in their 

corporate capacity. The brethren may meet 
and stir up one another’s minds, and unite 
in prayer, ostensibly, when there is very 
little real earnest praying. That is an in- 
dividual matter. How difficult it is to bring 
members of churches to feel this; and yet 
until they do feel it,1—until they can bring 
themselves, individually, into the presence 
of God, and there look at themselves,—there 
solemnly consider their personal responsi- 
bility, nothing will be done. A little fire 

may have been kindled in a meeting, but it 
will go out sooner than the fire kindled to 
render comfortable the place of convocation. 

If we could trace the secret history of re- 
vivals,—penetrating beneath the surface of 
things—wTe should find that little was done 
to effect, until Christians were driven to 
their closets, under an agonizing sense of 
their personal wants, and their individual 

responsibility and neglect of duty. 
‘“Want of Individualism” is the title of 

one of the most important chapters, if not 
the most important, in “Primitive Piety 
Revived,” which I commended to the at- 

tention of the readers of the Chronicle a 
few months ago. There is a great wrnnt of 
tins ”inaiviauaiism in our cnurcnes. ror 

this I think the pulpit is somewhat to be 
blamed. Preaching is not sufficiently di- 

rect, pungent, searching. The ministers 

preach “good” sermons, and the members 
of the churches go away and say they are 
good; and yet the firing is into the air, and 
nobody is hurt! The churches sleep on— 
eyes and ears closed to the surrounding 
desolations, and the Macedonian cries. 
This blindness and deafness will continue, 
until the churches become, so to speak, dis- 
integrated, and each member comes to stand 
as it w7ere alone, right before God, and with- 
in point blank shot of the truth,—and the 
ministers “fire low.” 

When the question is asked—How shall 
the large churches act upon the feeble 
churches and destitute localities in their 

neighborhoods? the first thought occurring 
to many minds is, that there must be some 
kind of machinery employed; and perhaps 
some reader, half awake to the subject, is 
asking within hims’elf,—What shall it be? 
But let such remember, that no machinery 
is practically good for any thing without a 
motive power. The churches must get into 
the right spirit; and then their members 
will, with the readiness and force of instinct, 
fi»d w7ays and means of doing their duty. 
The stream will- not rise higher than its 

fountain; but it will rise as high, with pro- 
per arrangements for conducting it. So a 

truly spiritual church will reach, in some 
way, the destitutions around it, for it will, 
somehow, find means corresponding to its 

disposition to do them good. But without 
this disposition, wrought up to. a pitch of 
considerable intensity, the machinery, what- 
ever it may be, will stand still, like the 
abandoned mill in a streamless river bed. 
How the work should be attempted if 

there is a disposition really to work, it were 
easy to show. Indeed, I find the showing 
to my hands, in the chapter on Individual- 
ism in Primitive Piety Eevived, to which I 
have referred. It reads thus: 

“Twenty years ago, in the city of Ham- 
burg, a band of seven brethren assembled 
in a shoemaker’s shop, laid their hearts 
upon the altar of God’s service, [mark the 
language!] and formed themselves into a 
church, of which Mr. Oncken was chosen 
pastor. How behold the results! The 
little church of seven members has multi- 
plied itself into fifty churches! Ten thou-, 
sand souls have been hopefully converted; 
fifty millions of persons have heard the true 
gospel; and eight millions of pages of tracts, 
and four hundred thousand copies of the 

Scriptures have been put into circulation. 
“How lias this work, under God, been 

accomplished? Let us learn from the pas- 
tor’s own lips: ‘All our members are initia- 
ted and instructed into a regular system of 
operations. Every man and woman is re- 

quired to do something for the Lord, and 
thus the word of the Lord has been scat- 
tered. We have now about seventy breth- 
ren in Hamburg, who go out, every alternate 
Sabbath, two by two, preaching the gospel; 
and by this means, the whole of the city has 
heard the precious name of Christ. We 
think that all the talents in the church 
should be brought out. A list of the breth- 
ren who can speak, is kept, and they are 

sent from village to village to preach on the 
Sabbath, and they go out as the church di- 
rects.’ It is stated that there is scarcely a 
female member of the church in Llamburg, 
who has not two or three Bibles, and a par- 
cel of tracts to distribute; and that, in a 
single year, through the six hundred mem- 
bers of the church and its pastor, every 
family in that city of one hundred and fifty 
thousand inhabitants, was visited for the 

purpose of religious conversation, and the 
distribution of books. And there is this re- 
markable circumstance -besides, that though 
these devoted men and their brethren in 
other parts of Germany form less than fifty 
churches, they keep up preaching at nearly 
four hundred stations.” 

For tlie Central Presbyterian. 

On Eevivals. 

It is delightful to witness seasons of re- 
freshing from the presence of the Lord, 
when many are awakening to serious con- 
cern about the salvation of their souls; and 

many renounce the world, and profess sub- 
jection to our divine Saviour. Such seasons 
of grace call for gratitude to our covenant- 
keeping God, who has never forsaken, and 
never will forsake his Church. 

The experience however, of past years 
has furnished to us important lessons, which 
it becomes us to learn, if we would render 
these precious tokens of Divine favor most 
beneficial to the strength and glory of the 
Church. We have no reason to expect en- 
tire exemption from imperfection, among 
sinful men ; but when errors become mani- 

fest, which produce much evil, and hinder 
much good, it is clearly our duty to avoid 
them, and adopt methods more wise and 
scriptural. _ 

In many cases these seasons of revival 
are like summer showers of rain. And 

very soon the Church and community around 
are left in a state, more discouraging than 
before. They are more unfeeling and care- 
less under the preaching of the gospel than 
they formerly were. We ask is there no 
obvious reason why such a state of insen- 
sibility occurs ? If a series of meetings is 

kept up for many days, or even weeks, and 
preaching two or three times a day, we 
know men, constituted as we are, cannot en- 
dure such a season of excitement, without a 
certain flagging, both of the body and the 
mind. Then the deplorable state of things 
referred to is easily accounted for on ra- 
tional principles; and the remedy is to deal 
with men according to the nature God has 
given. Nor is there any necessity for such 
exhaustion of body and soul in protracted 
meetings, and multiplied preaching. Indeed 
it is rather injurious ; for a genuine revival, 
is the effect of truth applied by the spirit of 
God to the mind, the conscience, and the 

heart; and there ought to be reasonable 
time for retirement, meditation and prayer. 
True religion is a rational service, not the 
result of mere emotion. The reason, no 

doubt, why so many abandon their profes- 
sion made at such times, is that they have 
acted under the influence of mere feeling, 
and not under feelings produced by clear 
perceptions of divine truth. 

It must be confessed that the Church has 

not derived, in all cases, that benefit she ex- 
pected from reported revivals. We hear of 
fifties and hundreds added to the Church in 

manyplaces; and some of these young men 
of talents, and others men of wealth and in- 
fluence in society. But in a little while we 
find that these young men have devoted 
their talents to the acquisition oi tame or 

riclies; and these men of influence in society, 
add nothing to the strength of the Church, 
and do but little if any thing to spread the 
gospel to the millions, who are perishing for 
lack of knowledge. Why are the hopes of 
the Church thus painfully disappointed? 
There must be some criminal defect in the 

management of these revivals, or we should 
gather richer results from them. 

It is believed, the defect lies in the pastor 
and the session, that do not impart the ne- 
cessary instruction to the young converts. 
Without this instruction they enter the 

Church sadly ignorant of their duties and 

their obligations. 
There are two evils against which the 

rulers of the Church should be especially 
guarded. The hasty admission of unregene- 
rate persons, and the permission of its mem- 
bers to remain ignorant of important doc- 
trines and duties incumbent on Christians. 

It would be wise for the pastor and ses- 
sion of every Church to place applicants for 

membership in a class of catechumens for 
instruction, and proof of piety, prior to full 
communion. By adopting this method, the 
delusive hopes of many would be detected, 
and religion saved from the reproach of 

apostacy. Those who prove to be reallyre- 
generated, being more fully instructed in 

the nature and extent of the sacred obliga- 
tions they assume, become intelligent, ac- 
tive useful members of society—the Church 
is really made strong, and efficient by such 
additions. They make the Bible the stand- 
ard of their duty to God, the cause of reli- 

gion, and a perishing world. They will not 

fall into the habits of action, as i3 too often 
the case, of those previously in the Church, 
who suffer it to languish or perish for want 
of support; and feel little and- do little or 
nothing, to reclaim a rebellious -world, to 
subjection to the Lord Jesus. 

Revivals are precious seasons of grace. 
Let us improve them wisely, and we shall 
have them oftener, and reap richer harvests 
from them. Truth is the means God uses, 
to renew and sanctify. Let us rely on it, 
more than on excitement. Excitement w-e 
need not fear if produced by truth—but ex- 
citement from any other cause, is unprofita- 
ble and often dangerous. The Church needs 
a more elevated standard of piety, and this 
we must seek to obtain, by a better religious 
education of the rising race. W. 

“Mine’s a Religion for all Weathers. 

^ 
There’s a fishing village on the coast of 

Cornwall, where the people are very poor, 
but pious and. intellig'ent. Last year they 
were sorely tried. The winds were contra- 
ry, and for nearly a month they could not 
put to sea. At last, one Sabbath morning, 
the wind changed, and some of the men 
whose faith was weak went out towards the 
beach, the women and children looking on 
sadly, many saying with sighs, “I’m sorry 
it’s Sunday, but—if we were not so poor.” 

“But, it,” said a sturdy fisherman, start- 
ing up and speaking aloud; “surely, neigh- 
bors, your buts and ifs do break God’s laws.” 

The people gathered around him, and he 
added, “Mine’s a religion for all weathers, 
fair wind and foul. “This is the love of God, 
that ye keep his law.” “Remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy.” That’s the 
law, friends. And our Lord came not to 

break, but to fulfil the law. True, we are 
poor ; -what of that? Better poor and have 
God’*smile, than rich and have his frown. 
Go, you that dare; but I never knew any good 
come of a religion that changed with the 
wind.” 

These words in season stayed the purpose 
of the rest. They went home and made ready 
for the house of God, and spent the day in 
praise and prayer. In the evening, just when 
they would have been returning, a sudden 
storm sprung up, that raged terribly for two 
days. After the tempest came settled wea- 
ther, and the pilchard fishery was so rich and 
abundant, that there was soonnocomplaining 
in the village.' Here was a religion for all 
weathers. Remember the words: “Trustin 
the Lord and do good, and verily thou shalt’ 
be fed.” 

An Hour with My Own Heart. 

m| 

It had been three years since my conver- 
sion, and yet I had made but little progress 
in the Christian pilgrimage. Hot that I 
was ashamed of my profession, or negligent 
in attending the means of grace; still I did 
not feel the vital principle of religion in my 
heart, as a living fire burning for utterance. 
I was cold and indifferent and moved with 
the passive regularity of a spiritual auto- 
maton. 

^ 
On one Sabbath afternoon, when I ljf 

been confined to my room by a tempc^j 
indisposition, I fell into a train of thoi- 
that, by the blessing of God, will coif 
to influence me as long as reason 

are left. I reflected upon the star 
own heart—its hopes, longings, sinl 
and guilt. And I was alarmed at till 
condition in which I appeared to be. ** 
cares and pleasures of the world, and 
lect of sober reflection before, had so dre 
away my attention from myself, that 
good seed of the Word had become chokeji 
and unfruitful. I felt the dang 
situation, and was in greater distress 
mind than when first awakened to a sensfl 

of my condition as a lost and ruined sinneij 
I reached to the shelf and took down til 
little work, “On Keeping the Heart,” an 
read with a feeling I had never felt befo« 
The secret of my coldness and indifferei 
was revealed—that neglected heart 
way, and I was melted to tears. 0, 
humble I felt! how near and precious^ 
the blessed Saviour appear! 

I closed the book, and threw myseli 
my knees in the sweet and iinpenetra 
darkness of my closet; and it seemed a^ 
for the first time in my life, I felt the rapl 
rous delight of penitent prayer. My he 
was broken', humbled in the dust, and^ 
streams of contrition ran down overj 
cheeks, my utterance was choked, 
could only look up through my teaij 
behold the reconciled countenance 

Heavenly Father. 
Reader, is your heart hard, and your 

cold ? Are you indifferent to the intere’’ 
of your Redeemer’s kingdom, and caiim/’ 

bring yourself to feel the obligations you 
are under to God ? 0, examine your heart, 
and go back again to the stcry of the Crosg 
and see how great was the price of our 
ration, and you will be melted to t§ 
ness and tears.—Evangelist, 

An Awful Death. 

One of the Italian female singers, wlnl 
in the chorus at the Philadelphia Opera 
House, on Saturday night 21st inst., was 
struck with death, and before she could be 
conducted to a retiring room breathed h 
last. According to the report, “The.incidf 
did not interrupt the progress of the opf 
very few, even upon the stage, being awl 
of it until the close of the act, when the ma| 
ter became known through the lobbies. T1 
comedy went on upon the stage, while tfl 
tragic rites of mortality were transacted be 
hind the pictured canvass.” 
How .heartless and heaven-daring! God 

had suddenly appeared amidst those scenes 
of folly, and had called to his bar a soul 

with eternal destinies, and not, certainly, 
engaged in the most fitting employments for 
so sudden a summons ; and yet the revellers 

proceeded in their questionable perform- 
ances as if nothing unusual had occurred! 

Nay, they seem to have plumed themselves 
on the tact with which they covered up the 

catastrophe, and on the skill with which they 
had withdrawn the dead singer, so that the 
sympathizing audience might not be. shocked 
by so unwelcome an intrusion, or be depriv- 
ed of their comedy! How hardening is the 
influence of sin, and how questionable the 
morality of the opera, when viewed in these 
lights!—Presbyterian. 

Eev. S. E. Jones, a Presbyterian minister, 
and a chaplain in the army of 1812, died at 
Elmira, N. Y., Thursday, aged 83 years. 



RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, 

SATCBt>ay, April 4, 1857. 

GRATEFUL K tt i xi 3RANGE. 

The religion of Jesus does not commend 
itself to our regard by bestowing on its 

disciples an entire exemption from the afflic- 
tions of this life; but by opening to them 
sources of peculiar and sufficient consola- 
tion. It soothes their sorrows while they 
continue, and makes them subservient to 

their eternal advantage. While it proposes 
to the acceptance of all men benefits of in- 

estimable value, those benefits it actually 
confers on those that imbibe its spirit and 
conform to its requirements. It takes the 

true disciple by the hand and* leads him 

along a way of pleasantness and peace. 
But from various causes, the pious some- 

times lose their sweet evidences of accep- 

tance, and, their rich enjoyment of religious 
e ;ercises. The cares of the world may have 

unduly absorbed their attention; the plea- 
sures of social intercourse, or the fascina- 

tion of questionable amusements may have 

injuriously engrossed both mind and heart; 
and hence the tone of their spirituality is 
lowered: their seasons of retirement are no 

longer characterized by solemnity and fer- 
vor of devotion; their hearts are no longer 
gladdened by the inspirations of peace and 

anticipations of future blessedness. The 

soul is cast down and disquieted; it sighs 
for deliverance from its darkness, and earn- 

estly cries out, O that it wrere with me as in 
months past, when the candle of the Lord 

shone upon me! 

To persons thus exercised, we recommend 
not only a more diligent study of the scrip- 
tures, and earnest prayer for the enlighten- 
ing spirit, who comforts through the word, 
by leading the soul to rest in the promises; 
but we advise also in connection with'these 

means, the use of another remedy. An ef- 

fectual method of restoration to the wonted 

liveliness and spirituality of religious exer- 
cises, is often to be found in recounting the 
mercies of God, in dwelling in long contem- 

plation on the innumerable manifestations of 
His distinguishing goodness, and favors be- 
stowed without interruption for many years. 
This was David’s remedy for depression of 

spirit. Frequent and delightful were his 
meditations on the loving-kindness of his 

God. “I will remember the years of the 

right hand of the most High.” “I have 

thought of thy loving-kindness, 0 God, in 
the midst of thy temple.” “Thou hast de- 

livered my soul from death, mine eyes from 

tears, and my feet from falling.” Bemem- 

bran'ces like these often excited in his breast 

the liveliest sentiments of gratitude, and 
banished all his gloom, inducing him to ex- 
claim : “What shall I render to the Lord 

for all his benefits toward me ? I will take 

the cup of salvation and call upon the name 

of the Lord.” It was after such an inter- 

ig review of the Divine character and 

^iess, and of the Divine interpositions on 
[.half, that he tuned his joyful harp to 

lg, “Beturn unto thy rest, 0 my soul! 

iLord hath dealt bountifully with 

VIVAL IN DANVILLE, KY. 

e learn says the Presbyterian Herald, 
a private note from President Young, 

it the work of grace in Danville still con- 

nes with great power. He says, “It is a 

arvellous work. Seriousness began among 
1 students, some months ago, without any 
eciul means, without even the ordinary re- 
ar ministrations of the pastor, (myself,) 
was sick and obliged to procure a suc- 

i of temporary supplies. Professor 

inson devised a series of four or five 

ns to the young from the Seminary 
essors. The day of prayer for Colleges 
and was observed; our communion took 
, and three or four„were added on ex- 

nation. The meetings were continued 
litly, and there have been as many as 

a hundred and thirty to a hundred and 

isioi: 

vhohave expressed serious feelings. 
ill be cheering news to the churches 
;iave been praying for the dews of 

Je grace to descend upon the College, 
ir sons are there in large numbers, and 
is hearing their prayers in their be- 

lalf. Let unceasing prayer be offered that 
this work may deepen and widen until all 

youth collected there shall be brought 
r its power. 

NEW PAPER. 

“The Soutii,” is the significant name of 
new daily and semi-weekly paper, edited 

|by lloger A. Pryor, Esq., of this city. The 
irst numbers display all the diversified abi- 

wliich has hitherto characterised Mr. 

pr’s editorial career, in connection with 
'r journals. c were pleased to see in 
very first number so large a proportion 
matter purely literary. It is a great 

[stake to make even a party paper alto- 
gether political. Even politicians by trade, 
;row tired and disgusted with a journal 
which is filled exclusively with political ar- 
ticles. It is exceedingly .refreshing now 
and then to meet with a racy bit of literary 
criticism, or a graphic historical sketch, or 
a high-toned ethical essay, or a spirited sci- 
entific disquisition, among the everlasting 
discussions of the Tariff, the distribution 
of the surplus, the resolutions of ’98, and 
affairs in Kansas. We wish Mr. Pryor all 
merited success in his attempt to build up 
the fortunes of a journal which promises to 
be courteous in its tone, elevated in its mo- 
ral character, and zealously devoted to the 
development of Southern resources. 

lion. Sampson Harris, member of Con- 
gress from Alabama, died at Washington, 
D. C., Wednesday. 

A HYMN TOR MATINS. 

By St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, (4th Century.) 

, 
I- 

Eternal Builder of the shies, 

Who makest suns to set and rise; 
And in alternate circles roll, 

Man’s wearied powers to console. 

II. 

Now sounds the herald of the light, 
The wakeful guardian of the night, 
Whose notes the darkling wanderer guide, 
And midnight hours from morn divide. 

m. 

By him arous’d, from heaven s pole 
The Morning Star bids darkness roll; 
His shout the vagrant bands disperse 
Who mischief seek in ways perverse. 

IV. 

Then nerves the mariner his arm, 

While ocean’s angry bays grow calm: 

The rock on which the Church is built 

This warning heard, bemoans his guilt. 

v. 

Let prostrate sleepers ope their eyes 
Bold chanticleer bids bravely rise, 
And chides the drowsy laggart’s sloth; 
Bold chanticler rebukes the loath. 

VI. 

His sounding horn brings hope again, 
Sheds healing on the sons of pain, 
Hides in its sheath the robber’s sword; 
Recalls backsliders to the Lord. 

VII. 

Look, Jesus, on my lapsed soul; 

Thy very look will make me whole; 
By this the lapsed shall grow strong, 
And flowing tears atone their wTrong. 

VIII. 

Thou, Heavenly Sun, thy ray reveal, 
The slumber of my soul dispel; 
Be Thou the first my voice shall praise, 
To Thee my tongue its matins raise. 

St. Ambrose, of Milan, was a man of 

great reputation and genius, an admired 
and revered pulpit orator and sacred poet, 
and the spiritual father of the great Augus- 
tine. His hymns are the oldest which are 
embodied in the Romish Breviaries, except 
those of St. Hilary, Bishop of Roictiers. 
The allusion in the first two lines of the 

4th stanza is to the habit of ancient seamen 

to put to shore every evening in some bay 
or creek, and only tempt the deep again 
when daylight returns. The reference of 

the last twro lines in the same stanza is to 

Matthew xvi: 18; where, the ancient Chris- 
tians supposed, Peter the Apostle is called 

the Rock on which Christ would build his 

Church; and to Matthew xxvi: 74 and 75, 
where we learn that the crowing of the cock 
reminded Peter of his sin, and thus became 

the occasion of his repentance. The last 

two stanzas contain a much more beautiful 

allusion to the same incident. While Peter 

was in the act of repeating his denial for 

the last time, the Lord turned and looked 

upon him; and this look melted his soul into 

penitenee. 
We present this version of this ancient 

hymn (written 1470 years ago,) especially 
to our young readers, to gratify their curi- 

osity by the specimen, and to interest them 
with the curious compound of false and true 
taste, which it exhibits. The 'version is 

strictly faithful to the (Latin) original, in 
sense, spirit and metre; except as it respects 
the rhyme ; which was not a feature of the 

ancient Latin poetry. The version might 
be sung to the same air as the original. 
This will teach our young readers how old 

is that Lovg-Metre, which we now sing in 
our churches nearly every-Lord’s Day. But 
to return; the conceit of introducing chan- 
ticleer with all his associations, into devo- 
tional poetry, strikes the modern reader as 
an instance of taste so queer, as to be ab- 

solutely puerile, and to effectually dispel 
all solemnity of feeling. And yet the last 
two stanzas (abating their theological error 
'that repentance washes away the guilt of 
sin,) show an elevation, tenderness, and 

poetic spirit, which prove their author a true 
bard. It must be remembered, in expla- 
nation, that the verdicts of taste, among 

every people, depenll very much on tlie po- 
pular associations connected among them 

with the objects presented to it. Things 
which, in one age and place, are associated 
with trivial and ludicrous ideas, in another 

age and place are free from them. If, for 

instance, the gallant bird sung by this old 
poet, had among us only the poetic and he- 
roic associations with which we surround the 

eagle, the defect of taste would be in great 
measure removed. This instance may be a 

useful lesson to our young friends, not to 
look at the facts of times long past “through 
their own spectacles;” an error often com- 
mitted by the student of history, in more 
important matter. If we would judge the 
actors in distant or ancient scenes fairly, we 
must view them in the light of their own times. 

DEATH OF CHANCELLOR JOHNS. 

We are pained to find in tlie Baltimore 

Patriot and Commercial Gazette, the an- 
nouncement that the Hon. Ivensey Johns, 
Chancellor of the State of Delaware, died 
at his residence in New Castle on the 28th 

ult., in the GGth year of his age. 
Chancellor Johns was the brother of Bi- 

shop Johns, of Virginia, and of the Eev. 
Dr. Johns, of Baltimore. He has long held 
a position among the ablest and most useful 
men of his State. With sternness of in- 

tegrity, the most amiable conduct in all the 
private and social relations of life, a mind 
highly improved by professional and . gene- 
ral culture, his death leaves a void not 

easily filled. Por many years he has been 

a most esteemed elder of the Presbyterian 
Church, and frequently a prominent member 
of its General Assemblies. A good man 
fas fallen. 

THE MORNING STAR AND THE 

SHIP DUFF. 

The Morning Star is a missionary packet 
built under the auspices of the American 

Board, chiefly from funds contributed by 
the children of Sabbath schools, for the use 

of their Missions in the Pacific. Its voyage 

thither however has been interrupted, by a 
defect in her foreyard, the result, it was 

supposed, of winds, off Cape St. Roque, 
which made it unsafe to encounter the pas- 

sage off Cape Horn, without a remedy; and 

accordingly she put in Bio Janeiro for re- 

pairs. 
By this providential event we are remind- 

ed of the much severer trial to which the 

faith of the friends of Missions was sub- 

jected by the loss, near the same place, of 
the ship Duff, the first missionary ship which 
was sent out by the London Missionary So- 

ciety. This ship had been purchased by the 
Society at a heavy expense, and on its way 

to the Islands of the Pacific, with a large 
missionary reinforcement, she was captured 
by the French privateer Buonaparte, near 
Bio Janeiro, in February, 1799, carried into 
that port as a prize, and sola to tne Span- 

iards for $37,000. The capture of the ship 
involved the loss of all their property, but 
some of it was afterwards restored, espe- 

cially to the wives of the missionaries. In 

this period of trouble and distress, it is ma- 
nifest from the accounts as published in the 

Evangelical Magazine for that year, that 

the missionaries could sing of mercies as 

well as of judgments. By various providen- 
tial interferences on their behalf they were 
all permitted to return in safety to their na- 
tive land. The effect produced by the in- 

telligence of this calamity on the Society at 
home, is indicated in a letter by the Secre- 

tary, Bev. John Eyre, published by order of 
the Directors, August 3d, 1799, from which 
we make following extract: 

“This providential event is, at present, in- 
volved in mysterious obscurity, it claims the 
exercise of faith and submission, it calls 
also for the spirit of deep humiliation: we 
are, however, perfectly satisfied that it is 
the effect of a wife and of a gracious sove- 
reignty, and are principally solicitous that 
it may have a salutary influence upon our 
minds. The best improvement that we are 
capable of deriving from it is, to quicken 
our languid zeal, to renew and invigorate 
our feeble exertions, and to persevere with 
unwearied and increasing ardor in the sa- 
cred cause. Our faith and submission may 
be exercised, but it is no doubtful question 
with us, whether this work is divine or not: 
we see abundant ground for renewed vigi- 
lance, but none for relaxation and despond- 
ence. We are called upon by imperious 
circumstances to manifest the sincerity of 
our professions, and the strength of our at- 
tachment to this immortal cause; and we in- 
vite every friend of the interests of our 
Bedeemer’s kingdom to consult the best 

feelings of his nature, and then decide what 
he ought to do in manifestation of his at- 
tachment to the name of him, who for our 
sakes emptied himself and became poor. 
Our funds have necessarily received by this 
event, an extensive injury, which those who 
are indebted to the liberality of Providence,. 
will hasten to repair. The Directors count 
it their privilege and honor to accompany 
their friends in this duty of benevolence. 
At their first meeting, hastily convened on 
this affecting occasion, and when only part 
of them were able to attend, a subscription^ 
was entered into by those who were present, 
which amounted' to nearly ̂ £1,200, indepen- 
dent of the sums which many of them will 

be liable to pay, in consequence of being 
gratuitous underwriters. 
“Many liberal minded friends were ab- 

sent, who will doubtless act worthy of them- 
selves when they are apprized of the cir- 
cumstance ; and we feel the importance of 
this cause in too just and elevated a light to 
allow us to enfeeble its infinite claim upon 
the attention of the Christian world, by any 
labored attempts to draw forth their gene- 
rous exertions on this most urgent occasion.” 

COLLEGE AND SEMINARY 

ENDOWMENTS. 

We wish to find two men in Virginia, one 
of whom will give $50,000 to Union Semi- 

nary, and the other a like sum to Hampden 
Sidney College. Is the wish extravagant? 
Head on; and see what is doing in other 

States, for other Institutions. 

President Laws, of Westminster College, 
in his series of letters to the Presbyterians 
of Missouri, glances at what Presbyterians 
have done for the endowment of Colleges 
in other sections of the country. Among 
them he cites for example— 

Mr. Lind, of Chicago, who gave one hun- 
dred thousand dollars to found a College in 
that city. 

Mr. Porter, of Memphis, who gave landed 

property to the value of fifty thousand dol- 
lars towards the endowment of Lagrange 
College under the care of the Memphis 
Synod. 

David Hunt, of Kodney, Miss., who gave 
last Fp.ll fifty thousand dollars to Oakland, 
the Synodical College of that State. (The 
same gentleman has more recently given 
twenty-five thousand dollars to the Coloni- 
zation Society.) 

Mr. Chambers, of North Carolina, who 

made Davidson College his residuary le- 

gatee, the avails of which are more than 

two hundred thousand dollars. 

A bequest of the late A. G. Phelps, of 
N. York, (contingent,) to found a College 
in Liberia. 

And lastly the donation of six hundred 

thousand, from the Eev. Dr. EliphaletNott, 
of Schenectady, to Union College. 
The Louisville Herald adds to these as 

given in like spirit, the donation of twenty 
thousand dollars 'each, from Sam’l Laird, 

and Judge Broadnax, of Ivy., to Danvrlle 

Seminary. 
A like sum from Dr. Wayland, of Mis- 

souri, for AVestminster College. 
And ten thousand dollars from Mrs. Lind- 

say, now Mrs. Eichardson, for the New Al- 

bany Seminary. 
But with a spirit no less commendable, 

many are in the habit of giving from their 
penury to the support of such Institutions. 
And it is accepted according to what a man 

hath, and not according to what he hath 

not. 

BIBLE SOCIETY OF VIRGINIA. 

The annual meeting of this Society will 
be held in the United Presbyterian Church, 
(Rev. Mr. Read’s,) and will be continued 

during three successive evenings. The first 

address will be delivered on Tuesday the 
7th of April, at 8 o’clock, P. M. The 

speakers engaged for the three evenings, 
are Wm. H. Macfarland, Esq., Rev. Leoni- 
das Rosser, the Rev. Mr. McNeile, Secretary 
of the American Bible Society, the Rev. 
Dr. McLane, of Brooklyn, N. Yi, and the 

Rev. Dr. Riggs, formerly Missionary to Con- 

stantinople. We anticipate a large attend- 
ance on the part of the Richmond people, 
and our friends in the country will no doubt 
be present in considerable numbers. The 

meetings last year were attended by large 
and deeply interested audiences. 

CORRECTION. 

The reprint from the Edinburg Witness, 
of the critique on Macaulay, is generally 
attributed by editors in the United States, 
to the pen of Hugh Miller. This is not cor- 

rect. Dr. McCrie is the author of that cri. 

tique. He frequently wrote for the Witness 
at the solicitation of Mr. Miller, and his 

communications appeared in editorial type. 
Hence the mistake. Dr. McCrie is the wri- 

ter, although it appeared editorially in the 
Witness. 

ELEGANT EXTRACTS. 

We published in our last wreek’s issue, 
some of the opinions of the Northern press 
with regard to the Dred Scott case. Those 

who imagine that the decision of the Su- 

preme Court of the United States is of any 
value in the estimation of fanatical aboli- 

tionists, or in any degree calculated to 

check their insane ravings, know little of 

the character and history of the men. Even 

were a decision of the Supreme Court final, 
and irreversible forever, this would not 

abate their rage, for their war is upon the 

Constitution itself, and they do not disguise 
their aim to revolutionize the government, 
if this be necessary to the accomplishment 
of their ends. For the present, however, 
they argue, that the decision in the Dred 

Scott case is not in conformity with the Con- 
stitution, but a wilful and wicked perver- 
sion of it, and accordingly not entitled to 
the regard of any citizen. The last num- 

ber of the New York Independent, teems 
with fierce denunciations of the decision of 

the Supreme Court. The vocabulary of in- 
vective is exhausted in the rabid search for 

epithets with which to calumniate that 

venerable tribunal. The “special contribu- 
tors” display even more than their wonted 
talent for vilification. The caption of the 
leader, by “C,” is followed by a rant worthy 
of the text, which reads thus, “The deci- 
sion of the Supreme Court is the moral 

ASSASSINATION OF A RACE AND CANNOT BE 

obeyed!” That our readers may judge of 
the character of these assaults, and from 

them learn what to expect in the future 

agitation of this subject, we subjoin a few 
extracts from the last number of the Inde- 

pendent. 
“If ever any concatenation of corrupt 

opinions and falsehoods deserved the title 
of ‘doctrines of devils,’ it is this decision, 
with the arguments by which it is sought to 
be supported. And to think of this being- 
done, when done, by majorities; justice and 
judgment determined and parcelled out by 
majority; the facts, the truths, the proofs 
being all on one side, and nothing but ini- 
quity and falsehoods on the other; but the 
iniquity and falsehood having five to assert 
it and sustain it, and truth, and justice, and 
mercy only two, the oppression and the lie 
must be adopted and settled as justice, by 
a majority of three!” 

This, however, is mild and milky to what 
follows. The writer kindles as he goes, un- 
til he corruscates in a perfect blaze of brim- 
stone imagery, and blue light illustration. 
Voild! 

“The doctrines forced into and upon the 
constitution of our country by these judges, 
are as if malignant demons, intrusted with 
the care of a youthful immortal, should in- 
oculate his healthy frame with an ungovern- 
able consuming passion of drunkenness, or 
a mania of murder, or of lying, or with the 
virus of an inextinguishable fever, or a 

loathsome plague. These justice-mongers 
for the oppression and extermination of ha- 
ted races, make the constitution itself, by 
their drugging of its articles, a pestilential 
document, a refuge and monopoly of sin, a 
graduating university where enmity and 

cruelty are taught instead of love, a ward 
of death, a star-chamber of persecution, 
fit only to be sealed up for universal abhor- 
rence and contempt. These doctrines are 
jagged reefs on a coast inhabited by can- 
nibals; and by contribution of all nations, 
a light-house should be built there for the 
night, and a warning beacon set up by day, 
and a black flag- kept flying.” 
The drift of this diatribe, thus far, is in- 

telligible in the main, but what succeeds, 
needs the illumination something brighter* 
than even a friendly “light-house” to shine 
on the darkened metaphor, and elucidate 
its meaning. “0,” having once published 
lectures on Pilgrims Progress, borrows from 
that good book a figure, with which he thus 
obscures himself: 

“And as to the grounds of the judge’s 
decision, the very first African pilgrim to 
immortality that escapes from them, should 
set up the menace in great letters,—Man- 
traps in THESE enclosures! Over this 
stile lies the way to Doubting Castle, kept 
by Giant Despair.” 

After an affecting allusion to Balaan’s 

ass, “C.” selects a historical illustration, 
and proceeds to pay Judge Taney the fol- 
lowing delicate compliment: 
“The Judge has enacted the part of a 

Guy Fawkes with the constitution, taking- 
possession of a chamber in it, or a cellar 
under it, and filling it with elements for his 
own purposes, with combustibles to blow all 
our free decisions, rights, and principles 
into the air.” 

“C.” because of his own well balanced 

faculties, and long study, and practical ac- 
quaintance with such subjects, being an ad- 
mirable judge of constitutional law, favors 

his fellow citizens with his opinion of the 

venerable Ghief Justice, and his decision, in 
these flattering terms: 

“It (the decision) is, in fact, the dictum 
of a moral insanity, and of a morally in- 
sane person, and is as utterly null and void 
as if the judge that has uttered it had been 
a maniac.” 

“C.” being a beautiful embodiment of 
the charity which vaunteth not itself, is not 
puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, 
and thinketh no evil, endeavors to place the 
best construction on the conduct of the 

Chief Justice, and thus tenderly apologises 
for the unintentional errors of a disordered 

intellect. 

“The decision is a deliberate iniquity. It 
is not a mistake, it is not of the nature of 
those possible errors in doubting matters, 
to which the wisest intelligences and sin- 
cerest hearts may be liable-; but it is a de- 
liberate, willful perversion, for a particular 
purpose, and that purpose the sanction and 

perpetuity of human slavery.” 
,“C.” concludes his discourse by a diffi- 

dent, revential, and affectionate appeal to 
his countrymen, in which he cautions them 

against the worship of idols; 
“If the people obey this decision, they 

disobey God. If the people sanction this 

decision, they make themselves accessory 
to crime, they take upon themselves the 
character of men-stealers, they cast off their 
allegiance to their Maker, and bow down 
to the Supreme Judicial Court as their God.” 
Then comes the celestial effulgence of 

the (#) contributor. The star sheds a ray 

upon the subject like this: 
“The peace that seems settled down is 

delusive. Things are not at rest because 

they are still. God is not unmindful be- 
cause silent; nor are good men supine, in 
the presence of the multiplied audacities 
and wickedness of the slave power, whether 

expressed in Kansas or uttered by the 

Judges of the Supreme Court. The whole 
national government is leagued with op- 
pression. Landmarks are removed, and 
foundations are destroyed. Liberty has 
become a crime. Territories and states are 

given over to unrebuked wantonness and 
violence. With infernal cunning, the na- 

tional conspirators have'studied, &c. &c. 
The star contributor thinks there is a 

good time coming—nay actually come, for 

indulging in the luxury of cursing: 
“We think our own times afford eminent 

opportunities for coming sympathetically 
into the full meaning of the Psalms of Da- 
vid, and the majestic imprecations of the 

Prophets.” 
He concludes by an animating strain of 

cheerful prophecy, and foretells the coming 
exaltation, stability, and glory of the South: 
“The time is not far distant when a re- 

vulsion will come, and the ambitious plotters 
of the South will b'e swept as with a whirl- 
wind. The time cannot long be delayed. 
The South have so wantonly violated faith 
and decency, that when the reaction does 

come, it will leave them barren as a desert. 
It cannot be resisted. They have sown the 
wind, and they will reap the whirlwind.” 
We have by no means exhausted the 

beauties of this number of the Independent. 
It contains other materials for elegant ex- 
tracts—but perhaps our readers are satis- 
fied. “Enough is as good as a feast.” 

UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

We have received, the catalogue of this 

Institution for 1857. Its organization is 

now complete, having added since the last 

year a fourth Professor to its Faculty. The 

catalogue before us furnishes information 

which may be interesting to some of our 

readers. 

“Union Seminary is situated one mile 
from Prince Edward C. PI., Virginia, in the 
immediate neighborhood of Hampden Sid- 
ney College, and six miles from Farmville. 
The Seminary building is handsome in its 
structure and situation; and furnishes, be- 
sides lecture-rooms, chapel and library, 
commodious lodgings for seventy students. 
It is situated in a rural, Christian communi- 

ty, which affords a circle of the best South- 
ern society. The region of country, and 
especially the immediate vicinity of the 

Seminary, are noted for their healthfulness; 
being free from local causes of disease at 
all times, and affording, in fall and winter, 
a genial and pure atmosphere, which has 
often been found salutary by those who had 
suffered from more severe climates. The 

Seminary is between the South-Side and 
Richmond and Danville Railroadsbeing- 
seven miles from the former, and ten miles 
from the latter. The traveller may now 

easily breakfast in Bichmond or Petersburg, 
and dine at the Seminary; and the transit 
from Lynchburg and Danville is equally 
speedy. 

There is no charge for tuition; and rooms 
are provided in the Seminary buildings, 
comfortably furnished, without any rent. 

Board is $10 per month. Young men who 
desire it can often find some employment as 
teachers in neighboring families. Those 
who profer to board themselves, in clubs or 
singly, have facilities for doing so, by •which 
the expense is reduced to $7 per month. 

Assistance is pledged to all poor and 
meritorious candidates’ for the Presbyterian 
ministry, from the following sources: The 

Seminary has four Scholarships, yielding- 
each $150 per annum, the avails of which 
will be given to any students of this Semi- 
nary, selected by those Presbyteries to re- 
ceive them. And the Board of Education 
of the Presbyterian Church engages to 

make their usual annual appropriation of 

$125 to every young man studying here, 
who shall be properly recommended to them. 
In addition to this, Christian gentlemen, 
friendly to the Institution, have promised 
that no mpritorious member of it shall be 

prevented, by lack of funds, from pursuing 
his course. 

The Seminary has a valuable library con- 
taining upwards of 4,000 volumes, of which 
the students are allowed free use, for read- 

ing and reference. They are also allowed 
to take out Text-books, for a small compen- 
sation. The Society of Inquiry also owns a 

good Missionary library; and the Debating- 
Societies of the College have excellent li- 

braries, from which students of the Semina- 

ry can easily obtain the loan of books. 
Students of the Seminary are allowed to 

attend the instructions of any of the profes- 
sors at Hampden Sidney College, gratis. 
Opportunities may also be enjoyed to study 
the German, French, Italian and Spanish 
languages, without charge. 

Every student of the Seminary is required 
to preach a sermon, of his own composition, 
four times during each session, in the pre- 
sence of the professors and students, and 
such other audience as may assemble on the 

occasion. Instead of the first two of these 
public exercises, junior students are gene- 
rally required to read an essay or sermon, 
prepared by themselves, before the Faculty 
and students. This service is held regular- 

' 

ly, on Wednesday night of every week, in 
the Seminary chapel. A very respectable 
audience generally attends; and after the 
audience is dismissed, the whole service is 
criticised by the professors in the presence 
of the students. The students are also fre- 

quently engaged by the Session of the Col- 
lege Church, to preach to the Blacks of the 
neighborhood, and enjoy frequent oppor- 
tunities for parochial labors in the neigh- 
boring churches.” 

There is every prospect that this Institu- 
tion is about to enter up«n an era of pros- 

perity and usefulness, such as it has never; 

previously enjoyed. May the Head of the ! 

Church smile upon it, and make it an ho- 

nored instrument in advancing the great and 
glorious purposes of his grace in the world. 

HAMPDEN SIDNEY COLLEGE. 

The Board of Trustees of Hampden Sid- 
ney College will meet on the 11th of May, 
at 3 o’clock P. M., for the purpose of elect- 

ing a President for that Institution. 
We call the attention of the Trustees to 

this notice more than a month previous to 
the time of meeting, in order that every 
Trustee may make his arrangements to be 

present at the appointed hour. The ex- 

treme importance of the object in view ren- 
ders it necessary that there should be a full 

meeting of the Board. 

The Editors acknowledge the receipt of 
the following sums, viz: 

For the Va. Bible Society, 
From Miss M. Burwell, Powhatan, $5 00 

For Colonization Society, from do., 5 00 

COMMUNICATIONS. 
For the Central Presbyterian. 

From our English Correspondent. 

England, March 13th, 1857. 
Messrs. Editors,—Last week, by a curi- 

ous combination of parties, our Government 
suffered a defeat in the House of Commons, 
in consequence of which Parliament is to be 

dissolved, Lord Palmerston having deter- 
mined to appeal to the nation at large. The 

point immediately in dispute was the War 
with China; yet it is the general opinion of 
the country that "the Cabinet, although left 
in a minority of sixteen, had nevertheless 
the preponderance of argument on its side. 
We are no advocates of unjust wars; and 

when war begins no man can tell what ex- 

penditure of blood and treasure it may oc- 

casion, nor can we tell to what these hostili- 
ties with Canton may yet grow; still, after 
pondering what has been advanced by the 
censurers of this war in Parliament, we can- 
not say that any of them have shown us how 
it could have been avoided. 

If Government is to blame at all, its error 
consists in not having long ere this day put 
matters on a better footing between us and 
China, either by negotiation or by arms. 
Our relations with the Celestials have been 
allowed to remain in a state which inflicted 

grievous annoyance upon us while it con- 

tinued, and^which was certain to issue in 
hostilities at last. 
The British nation has a very long cata- 

logue of grievances to present against Chi- 
na. From Canton we were shut out, al- 

though by treaty it was one of the five places 
that were to be open to us. Nor dwelling 
nor warehouse could we have within the 
wmlls. Not one of our officials could enter 
its gates to present a petition or complain 
of grievances. We had to steal in as evil- 
doers when the gates were opened for other 
purposes, and force our way, as best we 

might, to the residence of the Governor. 

And, plenipotentiary at Pekin we had none. 
The consequences of such a state of things 

might easily be foreseen. For years we 

have been on the verge of conflict from a 

state of things anomalous in itself, but 

wholly insufferable when regarded as the 

manifest infraction of solemn treaties. View- 

ing the present rupture in the light of these 
higher considerations we cannot doubt its 
substantial rightness and necessity. The 

good of China not less than the honor of 

England demanded it; and we had no al- 
ternative now but to have satisfactory rela- 
tions with China, or none at all. 

The attempt to break up Lord Palmer- 
ston’s Cabinet, by this Chinese question 
will, we believe, end in failure. The pre- 
sent Government found the country in a 
disastrous war, an army perishing in the 

Crimea, generals and admirals incompetent 
and quarrelling, our reputation damaged, 
and our hopes at zero; and in two short 

years it has refitted our army, concluded 

advantageously the war, arrested for the 

first time the onward progress of the great 
northern foe of civilization, restored our na- 
tional honor, and convinced despotic go- 
vernments that they were mistaken when 
they supposed that Britain had abandoned 

its principles, or lacked the spirit to defend 
them. 

.Besides, •wnn wnat men cornu wo replace 
tlie present Government? Not Lord Der- 

by, (Tory) with one class of his followers 

truckling to Russia, and the other to Pope- 
ry. Not the Cobdenites, the “peace men” 
as they call themselves, but the “war men” 
as we should find them. Not .Lord John 

Russel; for who is to serve under him? 

Once Lord John bade fair to be the first 

man in the empire, but missed it, as the 
satirist wittily but truthfully said, by “chalk- 
ing, No Popery, and running away.” 
An insignificant Church, known as the 

Scottish Episcopal Church, is just now mak- 
ing a piteous outcry for rights and support. 
It is well known that since the triumphs of 
Presbyterianism in Scotland, more than two 
hundred years ago, this Church has been 

practically a dissenting Church; but it has 
ever proudly claimed to be the only true 
Church, and refused to abate a jot of its 

lofty prerogatives. 
This Church claims to be a step-sister of 

the Church of England, but the pampered 
and lordly State-Church of England regards 
the Scottish Episcopal Church very much in 
the light of a poor relation, which has had 
the misfortune not to get on in the world. 
This poor sister has only seven bishops and 
160 clergy, with income averaging for the 
former .£160, and for the latter £90, a 

year. Though unendowed,she has had a 
present from year to year—and last year 
she asked that her £1,200, from Parliament 

might be made an annual grant. But the 
answer to that was to cut it off altogether. 

The Scottish Episcopal Church has always 
stood much nearer Rome than its southern 
sister. It is as fond of all the trumpery of 
mediaeval times as the most vehement Pu- 

seyite. Its origin and its circumstances suf- 
ficiently account for its character. Estab- 
lished by avaricious nobles, upheld by fool- 
ish, profligate, and apostate kings, forced 
once on a reluctant nation by bigots who 
counted the resolved will of a people noth- 
ing, finding its missionaries in dragoons, its 
apostles in such men as Sharp and Lauder- 
dale, it has ever been true to its lineage. 
Two centuries of depression have not abated 
its intolerance nor taught it wisdom. 

This semi-popish Church is now'knocking 
at the doors of Parliament demanding the 
removal of certain disabilities and restric- 
tions, as a set-off to the loss of the .£1,200. 
Mr. Gladstone is the champion of this 
Church in the House of Commons. The 

proposal sounds so moderate, and it is so 

skilfully advanced as a mere equivalent for 
the withdrawal of the former grant, that 
not a few may be misled. But there is a 

great deal more in it than meets the eye. 
The whole affair is a very clever move of 
the Tractarian party to strengthen their 

position quietly, and to commit the English 
State-Church to formal communion -with a 
Church which holds their view's on the 
Eucharist. 

The “Rivulet Controversy” is still troub- 
ling the Congregationalists, and more re- 
motely, the Baptists and Wesleyan Re- 
formers of England. A special meeting of 
the Congregational Union was held in Janu- 
ary last, when it was thought by many that 
the Rivulet Controversy would be considered, 
and the new theology put upon its trial. 

Many expected to learn, otherwise than 

through the medium of controversial pam- 
phlets, what are the errors which are sup- 
posed to be spreading through the ranks of 
British Nonconformity, who are the parties 
accused of being instrumental in the dis- 
semination of these errors, on what evidence 
their orthodoxy is impeached, and what 

weight is to be attached to the charges 
which have been brought. 

But a Congregational Union is not like a 
Presbyterian Assembly or a Methodist Con- 
ference. So much the worse, then, for the 
Independent form of government, if it is so 
feeble either in protecting good men and 
true, from the calumnious accusations which 
are scattered on all sides by its own ser- 
vants, or in protecting the truth from the 
assaults, either of a negative theology or of 
a negative morality. At this meeting there 
was no investigation—no discussion; for that 
was incompatible with Independency. All 
that was done, w'as to pass a resolution at 
the close of the meeting vouching for their 
own orthodoxy. 

After all, we believe the real heretics are 
a small party who have been indebted more 
to their noise than to their numbers, for the 
attention they have attracted. Some too, 
who have been identified with them are 

waverers, who have been caught at the mo- 
ment when they were meditating the first 
false step. Others, it can scarcely be ques- 
tioned, have been actuated, not so much by 
a proclivity to error, as by a chivalrous re- 
gard to the Ug'bts of friendship, or a quixo- 
tic puissance in the championship of freedom 
of speech. And others, we fear, have been 

impelled by no higher motive than personal 
hostility to Dr. Campbell. 

Dr. Campbell, who has so vigorously as- 
sailed Mr. Lynch and the Negative Theolo- 
gy may have faults, but some of his enemies' 
hate him, not for his fault, but for his ex- 
cellencies, and chiefly for his habit of speak- 
ing and writing on every occasion what he 
believes to be the truth, although it should 
be offensive to the denominational Diotre- 

plies, to the metropolitan ministers, to the 
idol of some literary coterie or aristocratic 

clique, or to the whole of the Germanie Con- 
federation. 

The policy of Dr. Campbell has been to 
resist the encroachments and perverting 
tendencies of German Rationalism. These, 
if allowed to develop themselves without 

interruption, would eventually undermine 
and overthrow the good old theology which 
has made the British churches what they are. 
The Dr. by his powerful contendings against 
plausible negations in theology has proved 
himself to be a man that has understanding 
of the times, to know what Israel should do. 
The Free Church of Scotland mourns 

over the failure of health of two of her 

greatest sons—Dr. R. Buchanan and Dr. 
Thomas Guthrie, both of whom are leaving 
Scotland for a few months to seek in foreign 
travel that health which has become so se- 

riously impaired by their extraordinary la- 
bors. Strictly speaking, the Free Church 
is without a Moderator, Dr. M’Crie having 
left Scotland for London since last Assem- 

bly, to accept a Professor’s chair in the 

English Presbyterian College. Last week 
the Free Church Commission decided that 
the Moderator of 1855 should preside over 
the coming Assembly until the new Mode- 
rator should be chosen, but that Dr. M’Crie 
should be invited to preach the opening 
sermon. ZETA. 

MINISTERIAL. 

Rev. Robert Cameron, the stated supply 
of the church in Princeville, Illinois, depart- 
ed.this life at his residence in that place on 
the 12th of February. He was about sixty- 
seven years of age, and had labored in the 

ministry forty-seven years. He had been 
unable to preach since last November. 

Kev. Philip Condit, formerly of Ohio, but 
for the last three years a missionary in Ore- 
gon, died on the 29.h of November of Ty- 
phoid Fever. He was about fifty years of 
age, and had been an humble and laborious 

missionary of the cross for near a quarter of 
a century. 

Rev. G. H. W. Peti-ie of Marietta, Geo., 
has accepted a call from the Presbyterian 
church in Montgomery, Ala., and has left 
for his new field of labor. 

, The church of Marietta has, we under- 
stand, given a call to the Kev. I. S. K. Ax- 
son, President of the Presbyterian Female 
College at Greensboro, Geo. 
The church in Vicksburg, Miss., have 

given ̂  unanimous invitation to E. H. Ruth- 
erford, a licentiate of the Presbytery of 
Western District, and at present a student 
of Danville Seminary, to become their pas- 
tor. 

At a called meeting of the Cincinnati 

Presbytery on the 12th inst., the. pastoral 
relation between Rev. G. P. Bergen and 
the church of Springdale was dissolved. 
Mr. Bergen was dismissed to the Presbyte- 
ry of Kansas. 

VIRGINIAAND N. CAROLINA. 

Dry Dock.—On AVednesday evening quite 
a number of capitalists and business men 
of Portsmouth, Va., assembled at the Ocean 
House, to consider and perfect the.impor- 
tant measure of building a Dry Dock. The 
subject was freely discussed for several 

hours, aud sufficient stock was taken to en- 
sure the undertaking of the work. 

It is said that the Hon. Fayette McMul- 
lin, of Ara., has refused the offer of the go- 
vernorship of Utah. 
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