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A SERMON.

L . ]

1st Tiyorny, 4th, 8th—last clause.

*¢ But godliness is prafitalle unto all things ; having proms:
“ - - - . ”
of the life that now is. and of thut which s to come.

THE patriarch Job represents the wicked as asking, ¢ What
is the Almighty, that we should scrve him 2 And what profit
should we have if we pray unto him ?’—(Job 21. 15.) And
the prophet Malechi represents the wicked Jews as sayéng, “ It
is vain to serve God; and what profit is it that we havi kept his
or:!inance, and that we Lave walkked mournfully before the Loord
of Hosts.”—(Mal. 3. 14.) Such lunguage was not ncw in the
days of these holy men, nor is it yet banished from umong the
children of men.  Because the ungodly either cannot, or will
not observe the difference between the righteous and the wicked,
they rushly and impiously cunclude that there is no difference;
and because hypocrites experience no bundfit from their vain
obiar ons, they foolishly and wickedly declare, that there is no
reality in religion.

Such opmnions are often strengthenced, when the wicked be-
hold the dificultics and irials with which the people of God mect,
in their journey through this wilderness. When they see the
rightcous depressed and cast down ; tost, tempted, and buffet-
tedd; when they sve them lubouring under misfortunes and dis.-
tresses; when the ir cxternal support and comforts are taken away
from them, and they die on beds of languishing and pain, and
descend to the grave ; then they say, * It is vain to serve the
Lord.” But, how widcly arc they mistaken!  How little do
they know of the state and consolations of the redcemed of the
Lord! Of the promises of God, and the consolations of the
Holy Spirit, they are ignorant.  They know not that such have
bread of which they ure devoid. They err willully in not tuking
into the account the extent of God’s dispensations, embracing
earth and heaven—time and cternity.  They know not that this
life is the school ol discipline, in which Jchovah is training up
his children for heaven. They know not how admirably the
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divine dispensations are calculatedto answer the designs ol Gud'™s
love, while he promotes his own glory and the good of his efeci.
God neither dees, nor permits, any thing in vam.  Livery thing
accupies its own proper place.

The people of God, with all their sorrows and troubles, have
@ot one sorrow or trouble too much. Though unknowi: to
man, and “unscen by reason’s feeble ray,” God causes ““all
things to work together for gond to them that love /im, to them
who are the called according to his purpose.”  Paul understcod
this well, when he suid to the believing Corinthians, “ We arc
troubled on every side, yet not distressed ; we are perplexed,
but not in despair; persccuted, but not forsaken ; cast down,
but not destroyed ; always bearing about in the body the dying

of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made ma-
nifest in our body”’—(1 Car. 4. 8, 9, 10.) So fur have men
been mistaken in relation to the nature and effects of true rehi-
gion, that they who have experienced its power, have found
their cemfort on carth, their support in a dying hour, and thei
eternal happiness, essentially connected with its possession.—
Such were Paul’s views when he said in the text, * Godliness
is profitable unto all things; having promise of the life that now
is, and of that which is to come.” The times, and particularly
the declared object of our present meeting, the improvemcent of

the death of a fellow-creature, cut down in the midst of his days
and uscfulness, will suggest the propriety of attending to the
truths contained 1n this passage of ‘‘holy writ,”” with the most
marked and solemn attention.

). What is Godliness?—and

2. Inwhat respectsis it profitable ? are the enquiries to which

our attention will be directed. -

1. What is GODLINESS?

It is very evident, from what is predicated of godliness in the
text, that it must be of essential impurtance to such creatures as
we are. That which is connected with the exceedingly great
and precious promises of the ever blessed God, through his son
Jesus Christ, involving the present and cternal happmess of our
immortal souls, has in it an interest te awaken and arrest our at-
tention, and cause our hearts to burn within us. lf so much,
as the choicest comforts, and the eternal and extatic joys of mil-
lions, is connected with the possession of godliness, it must be
important ; and it ought to lead each one of us to enquire, What
gudliness is? and whether we possess it? If the promises of
God are made to those who possess it, the inference is fair and
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aresistible, tiat the caries of God are the pecuiia propeny o
the nmmdl).

Godlizess is somcetimcs considered as invohving the whoic of
true ruigion—and it is ihus considered with perlvet propricty,
for true religion never cxasts without it 1t then pre-supp: s
that a great and essential change has been wrought in us by he

it of God—that the enmity o cur hearts has boen sian—

that we have been brought out of durkness into Ged’s marvel-
Jous ligght—that we have becn made sorry with a geadiy sorrow
for all our sins—that the fear of Godd has Duen set b fore our
eyes, and the love of God een shed abroad i in: our hearts. Ina
word—that we have been renewrd .nnl auickenvd by the Spurit
of the Lord, working in us that faith which unites to the Savi ur, -
works by love, puritics the beart, and overconis the wond.—
Where this is not the ¢ sc, ther will e, thor can be, no godli-
ness.  Through Chris:’s aone mrent cpplicd o i, soul by the
Holy Spirit, we are made god!s . Mo min is gaodis by nanure,
By nature we hate God—Dy nature ve eppost wnG Cishonaur
him. Through Christ, known @l cmbracod @ our Saviour,
and through him alone, God loves us, 2ud we fove i Were,
through the operation o the Smirit) thrre as @ now bcan, there is

hmess, and no where clse. Undor ofinr creuiistane s, WU
may talk of godliness—our unders:. ndueps vy e comvinead
of the truthol’ Gud’s word—uwe may Loy ctionad b vers—cur
consciences may be convinced of sin—we nay mourn over it—
we may desist from its outward yr.nrt-u--m. may do many
things—we may even with purfect wai’ complaceney fater cus-
sclves that we are gedily, and attempt to appropriste the pro.
mises; but it will all Lie in vain—:we only du e ive oursclves.—
Hunce we ure expiicithy told, thet if we cre vot born again of
the Spirit of God ; if we bebeve not tu the Lord Jesws Chrisi,;
1f we are not ncwv creatures in him, that we shail perish, and hav
the wrath of God abiding en us.  Know, then, my hearers,
that godliness implies the impl. nting of the grace of Gaxl in the
heart. Tlis,and this alone, will or can devote the heart to the
Lord.

Godliness includ-s the whele of practiccl relizion. T do.
volion of the acart and life to the Lord, is gndum ss.  Whre
the grace of Gel is implanted in the heart, there there will be
love to God and w here there is love to Gud there there will be
obed) fnr Christ savs, “ Il ve love me, kevp my com-
mal:dmnts—'r- th't loveth me n: % keepcadi oot my sayings.™
Religion is an active principle. W !u. it enints 1wl veadee:
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its legiumme cheets. The godly man has the Snirit of God
dwdlling i him. - Heneo bedievers ore coned < ane womp.e of
the Holy Ghost,”” and ¢ the wemple of Ged.”  And where the
Spirtt of Gud dwells, the lruits of the Spirit will be produced.
These are declared to be, “love, joy. peace, long-suffering, gen-
ticaess, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.”  The prac-
tice of all those dutics towards God, our neighbour, and our-
sclves, which the word of God requires of us, is the cffect of
godiiness of heart, and constitutes a godly tife.  When we are
re.dly gedly, we shall be influenced by love to God in all we do
—we shii be regulated by the word of God, as to the manner
and measure of our dutivs, and our great aim will be, the glory
of God.

You will, therefore, find the godly mun a sincere worshipper
of the Lord—his heart will be enguged in i, He will seek to
denve bendit from the ordinances of divine appointment.  He
wiil seek 1o feed on the word or God.  His pray ers and praises
will mingle with those of the pious as they ascend before the
mercyv-seat.  He vill esteem it to be a greater honour to be @
door keeper in the house of the Lerd, than to duzell in the tents
of wickedness.  :joy ing the riches, honours and pleasures of this
wandd.  Where his God is 1oved and worshippe d, there he will
duight to e, The prople of God will be his chosen counpa-
nions and friends.  As his heart is dedicated to the Lard, so
will his house be an house of prayer. It will be sweet to his
soul to gather his little fle.ck around him, and bowing befor: the
mcrcy-seat, offer up his and their thanksgivings and praises for
mercics received, and supplications for necded grace and bles-
sings.  Towards his God he will be meek, humble, devout, pe-
nitent, thankful, obedient.  He will look upon God as his crea-
tor, preserver, redvemer, friend, and reconciled Father; :mq
with the feelings and love of a child, looking up to his Heaven.
ly Father, his lunguage will be, «What wilt thou have me to
do?”

" In his intercourse with his fellow creatures, he will be honest,
humane, kind, charitable, paticnt, long-suffering, forbearing, do-
ing good to all men, but especially to the household of faith.—
It will be his aim to promote the best intcrests of his fellow-
creatures.  He will libour to feed the hungry, give drink tothe
thirsty, and clothe the naked ; but he will especially Jabour and
pray for their soul’s salvation,advising, admonishing, and repro-
ving them, and wresile with God for them, though they he his
encmics.  He will he chaste, orderly, decent, and sober in his



waik and conversativi.  Ile will he watebful over his heart and
hic, and diligent in s aftuirs, both wmporal and spiritoal, that
every thing may be attended to in its scason; and especially will
he be watchful and diligent, that he may grow in grace and
the knowledge of Lis Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Such
heing his churacter, he will so live, that i may be known thathe
is the disciple of the meck and lowly Jesus, because his light so
- hines as to reflect the graces of the Spirit. A godly man is no
doubtful character.  "T'he world knows where to cluss him who
lives godly in Christ Jesus.  Though the world may hate the
-sodly man, it will respect him, and give him the credit of con.
sistency.  The godly man will s. live and act, as it his soul’s
«alvation were to be eflected by his works; and he will so feel, as
0 lay his hund upon his mouth, acknowledging himscl! an un-
urofitable servant, who is saved by grace alone through faith, and
that not of himself, it is the gift of God.  "The rightecousness of
Christ, he will feel and conless to be the only ground ana procu-
ring cause of his justification, apart from any merit of his own;
and henee he will prostrate hiinsell . «fore his God, lay hold of
the cross of Jesus, und sheliering himself bencath it, acknow.
ledge himsell an unprofitabie scrvant.  Such an one I would
call a godly iman—a real christian—a truc foliower of the Lord
Jesus Christ.  Godliness may v ry in difierent persons as to sta-
ture and degrec, bur the essential fatures, the distinguishing
propertics, are the same i every case.  Stuch is gedliness.—
I proceed to show,

II. In what respects it is profitable

“GODLINESS ” (says ihe Aposue } “is profitable unto al
dhings ; having promisc of the life that now is, and of that which
1s to comc.”  Godliness is here roproseniad as being very bene-
ficial. It is profitable—it is profivbic snto Il things.  In eve-
ry thing he who is godly has the advintage of othors, Tts grood
cficers relate to the life which now is. end that which is to coie.
‘They embrace the whole of our cxistence, time and eternity .—
‘That must be vastly important, which is in every respect, and
at all times, profitable. The connectien of godiiness with the
vromises of God, which are all ** vea und amen inChrist Jesus,™
wrill give us a more adequate idea of its preat and essential im-
portance. ‘The promises of God all have respect to the godly,
to the wicked, as such, he makes none.  Against them he de-
nounces curses. Let us then contemplate it in conncction with
the promises of the gospel, and we shall 2t once perceive in what
sespect it 1s profitable.



i. Thepromiscsare sepresentedasiciaing to tae S fe inat ao.
se.And what hes he promsad to the gediy inthis lite? Acom.
pe ot snppks G those things which are caleulatcd to sustain life,
andd raelor 6 comforteble. He who fueds the vavens and thes
yotrr acns whon they ery vio him—bhe who eauses his sun to
rise: epon the evil and the ood, and his rain to deneend upon the
Just and the wajusi, has also said, O fear the Lord, ve his
wuints; for there is 7o want 1o them that fiar him. "The young
Yions do lock and suflir bunger; but they that scek the Lord
Shall not want any good thing”~—(Ps. 34. 9, 10.) Ny
gocd thing wiil be withheld trom them that walk uprightly”—
(Ps 84. 11.) Hc has pledged himsclf by promuse to bless
them in such a way as to supply their wants.  For his own
namd’s sake, he fod Isracl in the wilderness, and for his glory, he
sent the ravens to supply the wants of the prophet Elijah.  For
the sume reason did he command his blessing on the cxhausted
barrel of meal, and the almost empty cruise of oil, tor the sup-
vort of the prophet aad the widowof Zarephath, by which means
they were kept alive in time of famine.  God, indeed, some-
times requires muny worldly sacrifices for his sake—and olter,
for his glory, calls us o from secular cinploymients and gain.—
But who can say, that he has grown poorer, even in this world’s
roods, by serving the Lord 2 or, who can say, that his bread
and water have not been made sure to him?  In one way or
other, he always supplies his pecple’s wants, and makes for them
1 way of eseape,

It is profituble to be gedly, decause with godliness the Lord
aves his people the saactificd zse of Ml things. Fheir prospe-
rity and adversity=- their health and sickness—their joys and
sorrows—-iheir friends and enemies, are all made subservient to
their good.  Hence Paul says in onc place, ¢all things shall
work logether for good to them that love God, to them who are
the called zccording to his purpose”—(Rem. 8. 28.) And in
anotlur place, “ull things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos,
or Cophis, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or
thiugrs to come ;. all are yours”—(1 Cor. 3. 21,22 )  In them.
=i Ives considered, many things are calculated to injure the god.
Iy, but they are under the Lord’s controul, and are so regulated
as to work together for the grood of thuse that love him, no mat.
ier how discordant and contzry they may be. Thus sanctified
prosperity makes the child of God thankful; sanctified adver-
ity makes him humble.  Every thing, according to the Lord’s
ailotment, but 0 a way often unknown to us, and contrary to
S epectations; eonspires together {er our good, being godly.
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This 15 guaranteed to the godly alone.  The contrary cfiect a:
produced on the ungodly. —Their very table 1s made a snare te
hem.

God has promised the godly his protecton. \With his own
almighty arm he wiil defend them, and with ins own right hand
he will lead them safely through all their dangers.  David says
in the 23d Psalm, *“thou preparest a table before me in the pre-
snee of mine enemies.”  God says to all the godly, 1, the
Lord thy God, will hold thy right hand, svying unto thee, fear
not; Iwill help thee.  Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men
ol Isracl; 1 will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy Reddeemer, the
Holy One of Isruel”—([s. 41. 13, 14.) * \WWhen thou passest
through the waters 1 will be with thee; and (hrough the rivers,
they shall not overflow thee; - when thou walkest through the fire,
thou shalt not be burnt; neither shall the flane kindle upon
thee”—(1Is. 43. 2.) Clrist encourages his pcople by telling
them, that fe has overcome the world ; they arc also taught to
believe, that Ae will bruise Satan under their feet shortly; and
we know that they are crucified with him, having their corrup-
tionsslain.  Uver all their cnemics he promises them a complete
and final victory. From all their troubles and temptations he
makes for thcm a way of escape.

He gives them contentment.  Paul says, “1 have learned, in
whatsocver state 1 am, therewith to be content”’—(Phil. 4. 11.)
Ard when Job was deprived of his possessions, and had his sons
and daughters taken away from him in a sudden manner by the
hand of the Lord, he sail, “thc Lord gave, and the Lord hath
tzken away; blessed be the namic of the Lord.”  We see herc
how a godly man can sit down on the ruins of all his carthly
hopes, and say, ¢ itis well—thy will be done,” when the world-
ling storms an<l raves, or murmurs and repines, when the Lord
afflicts him; the sonl, exercised unto godliness, looks up, calls
God his Father; and a sense of his being such, *“lights up
smile in the aspcet of woe.”  Others may be still and mute un-
der such circumstances, but the godly man is satisfied that it is
50—is contentcd with what the Lord has done.

Hec then adopts the language of a prophet;  althoughi the fig-
tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines ; the la-
bour of the olive shall fail, and the ficlds shall yield nomeat ; the
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shail be noherd in
the stalls; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God
of my salvation”—(Hab. 3. 17, 18.)

Godliness comforts the soul, in the journey through this world
of sin end sorroiv. God gives his people, while on carth, the.

R



pardon of their sins-.-h¢ svercomes in them the power of sin and
corruption, and makes than progressively holy---he gives them
his spint to take of the things which are Christ’s, and shew them
unto them---his spirit obides with them forever in the character
oi’ o comforter---Ly that Spirit they are sealed unto the day of
> .demption, and he seals unto them the favour of God.---theyen-
joy the sanctificd use of the word and ordinances of God, to feed
and nourish their souls---they have the privilege of approaching
God as their reconciled Father, making known their requests by
prayer and supplication, in the comfortable hope that he wilf
hear and answer their requests.  He awards to them graciously
the knowledge that their sins are forgiven---he enables them to
trust in those promises which declare the Lord’s grace to be suf-
ficicnt for them.  He secures to them the perpetuity of the di-
vine favour, and gives them that hope which enters within the
veil, as an anchor sure and stedfast. The consequence is, that
the godly man is at peace with God through the Lord Jesus
Christ. He is assured thatGod loves him, and he feels that he
loves God. In these things the godly have joys and consolu-
tions with which strangers do not intermeddle, and which the
world can neither give nor takeaway.  There is in all this a joy
unspeakable and full of glory. The soul thus circumstanced
must be comforted.

Godliness is profitable on beds of languishing and death. ~Sick-
ness and death terminate the unhallowed joys of the ungodly.
Then theycan no longer put the evil day far off. [t obtrudes it-
sclf upon them, spite of all their efforts.  They are then obliged
to look upon themselves as sinners.  They then feel their hearts
to be corrupt---they then see that they have lived in rebellion
against God --that they are hastening into his presence to be
judged, and condemned, and castinto hell.  They then spurn all
the consolations which the earth, or earthly things can give. Bu:
here gudliness triumphs—

« The chamber where the good man meets his fate
s Is privileged beyond the common - alk
““ Of virtuous life, quite in ths verge of heaven.”
Young’s Night Thoughts, 2. 633.

What profit does godliness yield him now? Ask him, what
profit? What does he'say ? Through the grace of God given to
me in Christ Jesus, making me godly, F:m now ready to be
offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought
a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith ;
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,



which the Lord, the righteous Judire, shall give me at that day,
and ot to me only, but unto alr them a s which v tus ap-
praring”...(2Tim. 4. 7. 8.)  Ask him ag.in, .rc you notafrad
todic? What dous he answer ?

 Jesus doth make my diyiny bed,

s Feel soft as dowry pillows are ;

““ While on his breast 1 lean my head,

““ And brewthe m ¢ lije out sweetly there.”

Interrogate him farther—Is not your soul troubled ? No—e
all 1= perfect peace. Ask yet again, (pointing him to his dis-
consolawe partner, and weeping children,) Does it not tear you in
picces to leave these, poor and unprotected ? - No-.-David, the
man of God, has said, ‘I have been young, and now am old .
yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging
bread”...(Ps. 37. 25.) And David’s God hath said, “leave
thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; and lev thy
widows trust in me”.. (Jor. 49. 11.)  “ A father of the father-
less, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation”
..-(Ps. 68. 5.) Unto him, therefore, I commit them with
confidence. My desire is to depart, and be with Christ, which
is far better.  He is with me; his rod and staff, they comfort
me.  Alliswell.  Such are the supports and consolatons of the
aodly in life and death.  Bur,

2. Godliness has the promise of the life to come. Although
srodliness and ungodhiness were on an cquabty with respect to
the life that now is; although ungodliness were ¢ven more pro-
litable in this world, (which is not true in cither case, ) still there
would be a vast differeiice with respect to eternity. T’he most
griorious fruits of the promises of God remain to be enjoyed be-
vond the grave.  And what is the promise of the life to come?
In what respect is gocliness profitable for eterniy ?

When the dying suint has breathed his last, he has forever
done with privations, trials, and distresses.  These have no
more power over him.  He shall never more be racked with
pains---sickened by diseases..-agoniz. d with doubts--.wounded
by enemics- -alarmed by fears.- assauited by temptations. He
shall no longer suffer from hunger or thirst.  He shall no Jong-
er mourn the absence of his God.  Friends shall no more for-
sake him, nor cnemies be bitter aguinst him. Al these shall be:
done away.

Hz shull be freed from sin.  The last remains of it perish with

“the body. Its corrupiing and polluting power shall then cease.
{t shall no longer irritate and wound bis cunscience,  He shall



no longer be deceived and led astray. it =iahi no et i b
peace. It will not only no longer subject him to pranshment,
but it will ccase to bring upon him the chastisements of his hea-
venly Fathcr. It shall not only be subdued, but cntirely eradi-
cated.

He shall le introduced mnto the paradise of God. The moment
he dies angels shall carry him into Abraham’s bosom.  He shall
meet his fricnds who have died in the Lord.  He shall be: join-
cd to an innumerablc company of angels, and the spints of the
just made perfect.  He shall be with Jesus, his dear Redecmer,
and with God, his reconciled Father, to dwell forever there.

In the mean time, his flesh shall rest in hope; und on the
morning of the great day, when the trumpct shall sound, his bo-
dy shall arise, no morce corruptible, no more in dishoiiour, no
more natural, no more weak; but incorruptible, spiritual, strong,
and glorious. Soul and bodyshall be united to be no wore se-
}:arated. He shall see Jesus in the clouds, with his angels, and

e shall meet him, be received by him, be owned, acquitted in
the judgement, and enter into the joy of his Lord, to be forever
blessed. He shall then enter into those mansions which Jesus
has prepared for his people.---that building of God---that house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. He shall then be
an heir of that inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and
that fadeth not away. He shall then receive and enjoy his crown
of righteousness; the measure of his joy shall then be full. He
shall henceforth *rest from his labours,” and dweil, where he
“‘ shall hunger no more, ncither thirst any more; neither shall
the sun light upon him, nor any heat; for the Lamb, which is in
the midst of the throne, shall feed him, and lead him by living
fountains of water, and God shall wipe away all tears frem his
cyzs’...(Rev. 7. 16, 17.) He shall be, |

* Where joys unseen by mortal cyes,
““ Or reason’s feeble ray,

“ In ever-blooming prospects risc,

¢ Unconscious of decay.”

Such arc the avails of godlincss, and such tiie blessedness of
those who die in the Lord.

I have been led into such views of this interesting and imnor-
tantsubject, by the lamented death of ANDLREW M. YOUNG,
who bade adieu to mortal life on Thurxday last, in the hope ol
the gospel. Deeming it a sacred duty to magnify the grace of
God in the salvation of sinners through Jesus Christ, and kuow-
ing that tkat grace triumphed gloriously in onr deccascd frien?,



1 shouli feci mivselt a traitor to the cause of Jesus Christ, were
I not to spuak with fieedomn und confidence, on asubject so im-
portant aul inviting,.

Who then, and what was Axprew M. Youne? A man of
strong and vigorous intellect, amishle manners, indcfatyz! ly
industrious in the acquisition of knouwicdge, o faithtul friend,
humane, benevolentand forgiving,a respectable teachr of youih,
an obedient and dutiful son, a kind brother, a fond father, an
affectionate husband.  But had he not been more, 1 should not
have spoken of these.--it would heve been improper in the house
of God. He was « christian, and that of no con:mon standurd.

In carly life he became winted with intide! principics.  “T'he
sophistry of Paine, und his compeers, was too subtle for him,
and his unwarymindwas caught.  But it pleased the Lord soon
to arrest his attention, and extricate him from the infliunee of
that philosophy. falsely so called, * that leads, to bewilder; aid
duzzies, 1o blind.” His understanding became convineed of
its fuiility, and his heart fel its insnfficiency.  Under these cir-
cumstances, he b. cume a mm of prayer, und he labowred by
mditation and study to become more and more acquainted
with th. truth of God, revealed in his word, tor +he s dvavon of
sinners.  For a long time his mind remziied unscttled inorela-
tion to snme doctrmal points ; nor did he cgoy that peace of
mind, nor sense of pardon, which he desired. He had g Aope,
but it di! n-r constantly comilert. He often had ¢ ubts aid
fears, and through their influence, he was provented irem mak-
ing a public profession of religion.  From the time ne beeame
the head of a family, il his bodily infirmatics prevented, he was
the ministering priest of his houschold.

Such were his sive and conrdluct, till, in the month of May
last, it pleased the Lord to affict him with that nuslady which
broughi him to the tomb. Then it was that his doubis and
fears were removed.  While he was raising the vital fluid, un-
der a strong conviction that he should in o short time be ga-
thered to his fathers, his fairth was greatly strengthenced, and he
was enabled to contemplate his chang= with hope, with serenity,
and often with joy.  During the whole of his sickness he was
remarkably fond of the socicty, conversition, and prayers, of his
religious Iriends.  He would even chide them, if their visits
were not sufficiently frequ.nt.

After he b came un:b. tovisit the courts of the Lord’s house,
he regretted bt he had n t publicly devested himselt to the Lord
in *he parncipation of th- or aninees of baptism and the Lord’s
wpper,  He according.y made appheation to me te have them



administered to hin in private.  The rules of this church obli.
ged me to decline 3 but as he felt anxious 1o leave o pubhic ws.
timony of his attachinent to, and hope in Jesus Christ, he applicd
to u respectable brother, who ministers in a sister church; his
wishes were grarificd, and Le tnjoyed great comfort in dedica-
ting himself o thv Lord.

His faith was strong and triumphant.  The truths of religion
received the entire and unqualificd approbation of his under-
standing; and they also interested the Best feclings of his heart.
His faith was not only rational, but sublime, and soul-transport-
ing. It was to him the substance of things hoped for, and the
evidence of things not sten. It evercame the world. --the world
lay prostrate at hus feet.  He was patient, resigned, humbie.  He
felt himself to be:a sinner, but he fuit also that God had pardoned
him forChrist’s sake.  As his body grew weaker, his faith grew
stronger. His consolations were abundant ; he rejoiced with
joy unspeakable, und full of glory.  He often said, * what shouid
1 be nowwithout Christ 2 He ‘often declared, what he uppearcd
to feel, ¢ that Christ was sufiicient for him; that he rested on
Christ.” Bis soul was engaged for others. He requested
prayers for them. -he wished them warned.  He was particu-
Jarlv anxious for the salvation of his friends---his p rtner, his
brothers and sisters, his aged parents.  When he was so weak
as to be scarcely abie to speak, if asked, how is 1t now ? he
would answer, <all is well---ali is perfect peace.”  The cven.
ing before his death, he thought himself dying, and informed his
partner of it, and upon her asking. in agony, what wii become
of me? he remembered the promise of God, and suid, in the
cxercise of faith, “the Lord wilt tzke care of you.” And'when
he thought he was speaking for the lust time, he looked around
upon hiz friends, and raising his dying hands, said, “God bless
vou all.” DBut he was mnstaken----he lived to see another day,
and that da\ brought with it the samc confidence, the sam¢ hope,
the same joy.  \Vithinan hour of his decease prayer was offer-
ed up at his bed-side, and he appeared to enjoy it with great sa-
tisfaction. He stll said, *all is peace.” ~ When his senses
were just failing. a friend vepeated these lines:

« Jesus can make a dying bed,

« Feel soft as downy pillows are ;

« JVhile on lus breast 1 lean my head,

“ And breathe my life out .nvectly there ; he repeated,
“ Yes, on his breast ; av:ina few moments he fell asicep in
the Lord. Hce now rests from his luivours. He has left us a



testimonv which can ncither be doubted nor mistaken.  We
are ail loudly called to make a wise improvement of this dispen-
sation of divine providence—this instnce ol the power of di-
vine grace to comfort, support, and r juice the soul.

Bereaved Relatives ' Remember his 1aith, his hope, his joy,
Lis cxampie; and trust in the Lord.  For your friend you have
no reason to mourn, as those who have no hope.  Your loss is
his guin—He is gone to be forever with the Lord—that is
enough. Be encouraged by his example to seek the Lord ; and
if vou know him, to trust him—to make him your everlasting
dwelling place. Then shalt you too be gathered to your fathers
in peace, and inhenit the promises which God makes to the

lv.

‘Bereaved Widow ! Be comforted.  Your partner is safe—
Jesus has cailed him home—Hc neither suflers nor sorrows any
more—He has entered into the joy of his Lord.  He has left
you a precious legacy—the promise and the blessing of Ais
God. ‘Trust, then, in the Lord—pleud the promise—aund rest
your soul on that covenant which is in all things ordcred and
sure. Again, I say, trust in the Lord. His arms can sustain
you.---his providence support you—his spirit and grace com-
fort vou.

My hearers! What think you of thesc things ? What inte
rest have you in the promises 2 What hope have you that you
shall be kept throngh life, supported in death, and blessed be-
yond the grave 2 O, I beseech vou, be not deceived on a sub-
ject of such cverl sting moment ! Remember, that it is godli-
ness, which has promise of the hfe that now is, and of that
which is to come. T the ungodly the Lord never makes any
promiscs. Come, then ; as in the presence of the Lord, and
as in the vicw of death, ask your souls this evening, cach one
for himsclf ; Am I godly ? Havel been the subject of a divine
and supernatural chinge ?  Is there a new principle of divine
life implanted in my heart? Do I bring forth the fruits of god-
liness in my lifc ? Have I a weli-grounded hope of dving in
peace, and bring forever happy beyond the grave 2 Is God my
God—my Rudeemer, iy friend, my cverlasting portion ?

If we, my hearers ! can honestiy and truly answer these
questions in the afiirmative, this sulject and the death of our
friend, are calculuted to comfort us—\We sec here another of
Emmunuel’s victorics.  He has received another trophy of re-
decming love. W see once more what his grace can do, and
we have another reason 1o be encouraged in our Chiistian war-
farc.  We are here taught, that he who gives grace to live, will



not withhold dyving grace n a dying hour. My beloved
brethren, be ye, then, stedfast, unmovcable, always abounding
m the work of the Lord ; forasmuch as ye know that 3 our la.
bour is not in vain in the Lord.”  Be strong in faith, ivrvent i
prayer, diligent in the service of the Lord—Keep vour lamps
trimmed and burning, and your loins girded, that when the
Bridegroom coumcs, you may enter with him to the marriage
SUppLT.

If, on the other hand, my hearcrs, we cannot honestly and
truly answer these questions in the affirmative, where is our
hope 2 What is it to us, that God hus made promises to the
godly ? What is 1t to us, that our friend hus died in the Lord,
and catered into rest 2 Kncw you not that the ungodly are des-
tined to perdition—to endless miscry and woe 2 It you die in
ungodliness, there remaineth no hope for you.  You are mise-
rable creatures while on carth—you shall dic miserubly—and
your eternity shall be wretched.  And is it not to be feared that
in such an assembly as this, there are many who are ungodly ?
many who know not Christ 2 muny who are destitute of the
grace of God ? many who are going on carelessly and sccure-
Iy ? I warn you this evening, ¢ Prepare to meet your God.”—
O ye christless sinners, * Prepare to meet your God.” The
Gud against whom ye have sinned-—whose grace yc¢ have despi-
sed—whose Son ye have rejected, is calling you to judgment.
Seek religion—cry for mercy—{ly for pardon to the Saviour’s
Blood.—Then all shall be well.

Ay voung fricnds ! One of your companions is gone—Are
6 veaddy to follow him 2 Have you been washed in that foun-
in which has been opened for sin and uncleanness 2 Are you
resting on the rock of ages ? Have you a desire to depart and
bt with Christ? My heart bleeds for you—* Why will yedie™ ?
O, comd ; accept of Christ and live. Give your hearts to the
dear Redecmer, who stands with open arms, inviting you to
conic unto him, that you may find rest for your souls. Come,
bejors it be too lnte—Come quickly.  Awer,



