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10 THHE CHRISTIAN READER.

FARHE SYNOD, inthe execution of the fol-
lowm“ work, have only exercised a right
which lh“\ think every association, 6r body of
Christians are eatitled to by the great head of
e churchy as well as by the Jaws oi the land.
itthe reader wishes to know the occurrences
that gave rise to this state of things, lie is re-
fered to the Circular letter of the late Cumber-
Jand Presbytery 5 to a Servies of Letters, com-
monly called &« RErLY 37 to a Pastoval leiter
of ¥West-T'ennessee Py °esbyterv ; and to the 3d
edition of Bjck’s Theological Dictionary, prin-
ted in Philadelphia, umlcr the letter . It will
he seen that the Synod have followed the plan
of the Westminster Divines in their Confession,
Shorter Catechismy* and Directorv. In the
Biscipline they have necessarily made some
considerable.alterations : not in the gencral plan
ol Church government, (which they dcerh the
best extant) but im literary ualificationsadc.
With respect to the Confession, it will be seen
the Synod have adopted many whole chapters
of the old alimost verbatim : In others they have
retained part and expunged part, sometimes
adding a sectiom, or a part of a section, to make
the sense more full and more compatible with
their ideas of the gospel. They have endea-
vored to erase fro;n the chl Confession the idea

*Nore—The larger ca'echxsm i3 not omitted because the
| s~ 'n{ have any 1more ¢xczptions to it thanto other parth
that book.
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of ©0 01y enfyy which Les long sinee appeared
£ (e i be fodighi tn purt of that Book,  But,
uotwithstnuiing the Synod have ventured to
el by expunge, and to add Lo the Confession
of (e general Presbytevian chuvch, yet they
ave iee to declare that they think in the main,
that to be an admnir: thle work, especially to Lo
performed se shortly after Romnan superstition
anid tdofatry had almost covered the whele
Christian worlds The Synod feel the greatest
veneration for the compilers of that work 5 yet
tliey think with those estimable men, that ¢ all
Syneds or Courciis may err, and many have
erved 32 therefore they think it not presump-
tuos ,]lul‘ arrozant, to adopt what they think
right, and expunge what they think crroncous
from any human creed. In coniormity to this
principle they wish this work to be cxamined
ﬂmus,! 1 it be tiicd, not by former L(mf(*ss-
itns, but by the infallible word of trath, 1if it
speak not according to the Bible, Ict it be re-
freted 5 but if'it do, let it not be condemned be-
crase it does not agree with all the Fathers.
'The Synod have been prompted by a desive

to do =oed in nresenting this Confessien and
Ihqupln.e 0 thc (‘lml'chts under their care,
ahd to the world.  If it should be a mean in
¢xod’s hand of promoting the Kingdom of the
Redeemer, it will mect the hwhtst object the
Hynod had in view
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THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.
~lemar L |

oF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

A LTH(%& the light of nature, and the
works &€-creativn and proyidence, do-so far
manifest the goodunegs, wisdom and power of '
God, as leave men - inexcusable (a) ; yet m ar-
der to reyeal ‘Himeell, and a knowledge of ‘¥
will more -clearly, and . the medium through
whieh.he is tp be worshiped, it pidased the Lord
at sundry {hmes, and iw divers manners, to re-
veal himself, and to declanéthat his will unto
his Churcir-(b) ; and afterwards for the better
preserving and propagating of the truth, and
for the more sure establishment and comfort- of
the chiurch against'the corruption of the flefh,
and the malice of gatan and of the world, to
commit the same wholly unto writing (¢} ; which

(+) Rom. 2.14,15. Rom. 1. 19, 20. Pial 19. 1, 2.
Se- Rom 1. 32, with Rom.2.1. (b)Heb 1.1.-
{c) Luke 1. 3,4. Rom. llo; 4. lsai, 8. 20.



3 THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.

maketh the holy scripture to be most necessary,
() those former ways of God’s revealing his
will unto his people, being sow ceased. (e)

1. Under the name of holy scriptumre, or the
word of God written, are now contained all the
hooxs of the old and new testament, which are
these :

OF TIIE OLD TESTAMENT.

Genesis, Eeclesiastes.

Exadus, The Song of Eongs.

Leviticus, Isaiah,

Numbers, Jeremiah,

Deateronomy, Lamentations,

Joshua, Ezekiel,

Judges, Daniel,

Ruth, Hosea,

I Samucel, Jorl,

Ji. Samucl, Amos, -

1. Kings, Obadiah,

{1, Kings, Jonah,

1. Chronicles, Micah,

il. Chronicles, Nahum;

Ezra, ‘Habakkuk,

Nechemiak, Zcphaniah,

Lsther, Haggai,

Job, Zechariah,
 Psalms, | Malachi.

Proverbs, o -

OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.
‘T'hic Gospel according to Matthew,

g

(d) 2 Tim. 3,13, 2Pet, .19, {e)Heb. 1.1, 2
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The Gospels accor- [1. T'hessalonians,
ding to To 1. 'l'imethy,
Marvis, To T1. "Cimathy,
T.ake, o T'itus,
Jont, o Philewon,
*Che acis of the Apestles,  The episiie to the
Danl's (pistles-to the Liebrews,
Homans, The cpistle of James,
1. Corinthians, The firet and sccondd
1§, Cornitliians,. cpistles of Peter,
(railatinng, . T he first, sccond and
Eplicsians, third cpistles ofJohn,
Philippians, - The epistic  of Judd,
( clossians, The Revelation,

i. Thessalonians, -

Al which are given by inspiration a1 God, to
be the rate of faith and life. (g) ‘

If1. 'The books €ommonly called Apoerypha
not being of divine inspiration, are no part of
the canon of the seripturc, and therefore arc
of no authority in the church of God, nor to be
any otherwise approved or made usc of, than
other human writings. (h)

IV. 'T'he authority of the hely scripture, for
which it ought to be believed and obeyed, de-
pendeth not wpon the testimeny of any man
or church, bat wholly upon God (whe is truth
itself) the author thereof ; and therefore it is to
be received, because it lsthc word of God. (i)

V. We may be moved and imduced by the tes-
timony of the church to an high a.d revorcnd
esteem for the holy scripture (k) ; and ihe heav-

() 11 Ech.2.20 R.v 2 18,19.2 Tim 3. 6. (h) Luko
24,37, 44. 2 Pater 1. 21 1V. (i) 2 Tim. 3. 16. 1 Joha °.
9 .1Thess. 2.13. V. (k) 1 Tim. 3. 15.
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cnliness of the matter, cfficacy of the doctrine,
the majesty of the style, the consent of all the
parts, the scope of the whole, (which is to give
all glory to «iod) the full discovery it makes of
the only way of man’s salvation, the many o-
ther incomparable cxceHencies, and the entire
perfection thereof, are arguments whereby it
doth abundantly evidence itself to be the word
of God ; yet notwithstanding our full persuasion
and assurance of the mfa]hble truth, and divine
authority thereof, is from the inward work of
the holy spirit, bearing witness, by and with the
word in our hearts, (l)

V1. The whole counsel of God, concernmg
all things necessary for his own glory, man’s
salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set
down inscripture, orby good and necessary
conscquence may be deduced from scripture :
unto which nething at any time is to be added,
whether by new revelations of the spirit or tradi-
tions of men (m), nevertheless, we acknowledge
the inward illumination of the spirit of God to
be necessary for saving understanding of such
things as are revealed in thé word (n) ;and
there are some circumstances concerning the
worship of God, and government of the church,
common to human actions and societies, which
are to be ordered by the light of naturc and chris-
- tian prudence, according to the general rules of
the word, which are always to be observed. (o)

V11. All things in seripture are not alike

(1) 1Jokn 2, 30,927. John 16.13,14. 1 Cor. 2. 10, 11

13 VI (m)2 Tim 3.16,17. Gal.1.8. 2 Thess. 2, 2
{n) Johni 6 45. 1Cor.2.9,10,12. (o) I1Cor.1L. 13, 14
Y Cor, 14. 26, 40,



THE CONFESSION OP PAITH. &
plain in themselives, noralik« clearuntoall /p );
yet those things which are n:cessary to be
known, believed, and qobserved, for salvation,
are so clearly prepounded and opened n some
place of scripture or other, that not only the
learned, butthe unlearned, m a due use of tho
ordinary means, may attain unto a suflicient
anderstandipg of the:n. (q)

V1il. The old testamentn Hebrew, (svhich
was the native language of the people of (zod of
old) and the New 'Festament in Greek, (which at
the time of the writing of it was mostly general-
ly known to the nat.ons) being immediately in-
spired by God, and by his singular care and
providence, kept pure in all ages, are therefore
authentical (r) ; so as in all controversies of re-
ligion the church is finally to appeal unto them
(s) ; but because these original tongues are not
known to all the people of God; who have right
unto and interest in the scriptures and are com-
manded in the fear of God, to read and search
them (t) ; therefore they are to be translatedin-
to the vulgar language of every natién unte
which they come {v), that the word of God dwel-
ling plentifully ' all, they may worship him in
an acceptable manner (w) and. through patiénce
and comfort of the scriptures wnay have hope.{x).

IX. The infallible rule of -interpretation of
scripture is the scripture itself ; and, therefore.
when there is a question about the true and  full
sense of any scriptuve, (which is not manifold,
but one) it may be searched and known by oth-
er places that speak more clearly (y).

VIi. 'p) 2Pet. 3.16. q) P ol.119 105. Ver. 130. VTIT.
[+ M-t.5. 18 [«] lsai. 8,20. Act: 15 15. Joh- 5 46. ){)
John 5 39. fv) 1. Co~ 14. 6.9 11, 12, 24, 27, 28.(w) Col,
3 16. (x) Rom. 15, 4 (y) Actsy 15, 15.
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Uhe Supeeme Judge, by whom all contro-
vorsies of veligion areto be determined, and all
Seepers aff caunciig, adingens be ancient WI'sers,
Loerrines of men and pfivate spivia, arce te bo
eonmined. and in whese sentetice we ore fo
rest, can be no other but the Holy Spitit ¢pcal-
fuein the seriptare (2.

CHAD. id.

Or Gop, ASD oF THE a0LY TRINITY.

YZA-HERFE is hutonc enly (a ) livingand true

God /b ), who is infinite in Leing and per-
féction(c ), a most puwre spirit (d . ,invisible
(e) without body, parts, [{], or passions[g], im-
mutable,. (k) immense, (i) eternal, (k) incom-
prehensible, () almighty, ¢'m) most: wisc (n%,
most holy (o), mostfree (p), most absolate(q),
working al} things according to the counsel of
his own immutable and - most righteous will [],
for his-own glory [<], most loving [f], gracious,
merciful, long-suftering, abundant in goodness
and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression and
sin ()3 the rewarder of them that diligent-
X (z) Mat. 22. 29. 81, Eph. 2. 20. Acts 38'25:T (a)
D u-. 6,4.4. Cor.8.4.6.(b) 1. Thess. 1.9 Jer.
10, 10. (c) Job. 1. 7, 8. 9. {d) John. 4. 24 (e} 1.
Tim, 1. 17. (f) Deut. 4 15, 16 fLuke 24. 39 (g)
Ac.s i4. 11,15, (h) Jam 1.17. (i) 1 Kings 8. 37.
Jer. 23 23,37 (k) Psal. 60 2. 1 Tim. 1. 17. []
P ..t 145, 8. (m) Gen, 17.1. Rev. 4. 8. (n) Reoee
16 27. (o) Is:i. 6. 3. Rev. 4 8 (p) Psal. 115. 3.
(q} Exed.’3.14. (:)Epb. 1. 1:. |s] Prov. 16 4.
Ram . 11. 36, Rev. 4. 11, (1) 1 John 4. 8. (7) Ex-
ad. 34, 6, 7.



7 THE CONFE3SI0N OF PAYTH.
ly seei; him[w], and withal, most just and ter-
rible in his judgments [x], hating all sin [v],
and whe wiil by nc means clear :he guilty [x].

1. «.od hath alliife [a], gloi v {], goodness
{c], blessedness | d‘] in and of wasclt and is a-
lone in and unto hiwmseif al suﬂtueut, not stan-
-ding-inneed’of any' creatwmres which: he hath.
mads [e], nor deriving any:glovy | frometiiém [£],
but only mamfestm’lns own glory. in, by, un-
to and upon them.: he is the aloné fountain of
alkboing, of whom, thmugh whom, and to wirom
are al things [£]5 and huth st soverengtr
dominion ovemtmﬂ,,,t«rdo by thew, f6%, them,
and upon them;’ Wiatsoover ! 'mself pleaaaﬂt
In his: s:ght-al% tﬁiﬁgs ape. opan and mhmﬂasb lj
his kaowledgeis: ifinjte, infsllivle, and:iude
dent upon the creatuve {%] 5-so as.mﬂnug is. to
him uncertain [[J. Heismost holy in all" his:
counsels, 'in his weorks, dud in .alk. Ms com-
mands [m]. ‘Lo himis due_from . Angels and
mer:, and every athies: cebatue,. whatsgever wor-
slup, serviee or obe(ﬁence, he is pfeascd to' re-

quire of them [n}r ~ .

ML In umty of the Godhead - .there be three~
persons of onc'substance, Yower, and eternity ;
God the Father, So,n, and Holy Ghest [].

(w) Heb. 11.6. (x)ﬁeh 9 's3, 3. (7] Psal 55, 6.
{z) Nabum. 1.2, 3. "FL !a] John 5.26. [b] Acrs
¢ 2. {c] Psal 119 as.i k. Tim. 6 16. Rown. &,

5 Te} Acts 17.24, 35 Job 29, 2, 3. [} Rom.
n 36. | h].Rev. 4. 1. Dan. 425, 35. 1] Heb 4.

3. [ ki Rom. 11. 38, 3¢. Psal. 147. 5. [1] acra. 15,
]8 b.zek. 11: §. [m ‘Paal. 145, 17. an 7. 12. {n]
Rev. 5.12,13, 14. 1I1. [+]°). Joha. 6. 1., Mau. €
18, 17. Matt. 28. 19. 2 Cor. 1504, -



8 THE @ONFESSION OF FAITM,

CHAP. 111

Orv T™e DEecrress or Gobp.

1 0D did, by the most wise and holy counse}

& of bisown will, determine to act or brin
1o pass, what siiould be for his own glory [a].

IL. God has not -decreed any thing vespect-
ing his creature man contrary to his revealed
will or written word [7] ; which declares his
sovereignty overall s creatures [e], the ample
provision he hath made for their salvation [d],
his determmation to punish the finatly impeni-
tent, with everlastinz destruction [e]s and te
save the true belicver with an everlasting sal-
vation. ¥

1 { JEbh.1 11.IT [b] Rav, 20. 12. Rom. 2 15 Acts.
20 7T P.V\27. C(‘] Daun. 4 24, 85, nsal 135. 6. M-u (0
29 -0, 31 [+JHeh 0 9 Matt. % 4 LaL 43,92 1. Ton 2,
45 6. Rv -4 17 leai 551 Joun 3.16. R.um. 8 25 1.
3-hn.$.2,4,10 [ J1. T'hess, 2. 9 1. Thess. 5. 3. Mark. 16.
16. )

*We th nk it best under the head of the De-
crees, to write what we know to be incontro-
vertible from the plain - word. of God, than to
darken counsel with words without knowledge.
We hinve elsewhere* acknowledged the doctrine
of predestination*to be a high wystery. We
are therefore free to acknowbédge that in our
judgment it is easier to fix - the limits, which
man should not transcend, op either hand, than

[ e

*see 2)eduion of Buck’s Theological Dictionary, letter P,



THE CONFESSION 0% FAITIL. Y
to give an intelligent clucidation of the subject.
We believe that both Calvinists, and Armenians
have egregiously erred on this point ; the for-
mer by driving rational accountable man into
the asylum of fate ; the latter by putting too
much stress on man’s works ; and leaving too
much ont of view the grace that bringeth salva-
tion. and thereby cherish hose legal principles
that are in every human heart. Wc think the
intermediate plan on this subject is nearest thc

WHOLE truth. For surely on the one hand.
it must be acknowledged, that God’s lovc..,
Christ’s wmerits, and the Holy Spirit’s operations,
are the moving, meritorious and active causes
of man’s salvation ; That God is a sovercigu,
having a right to work when, where, how, and.
on whom he pleascs ; That salvation in its de-
vice, in its plan, and in its application is of the
Lord ; and that without the unmerited agency
and operation of God’s Spjrit, not one of Adam’s -
race, would, oi* ¢ould éver come to- the knowl-
cdge of the truth 5 for God is the author, as

79ll as the ﬁmsbe; of our faith, Therefore God
as a Sovereign may if he please, elect a Nation,
as the Jews, to preserve his worship free from
ldelatry—many nations for a time, as Chris-
tendom to spread his gospel in—~Individuals as
Cyrus aud othersg to answer a particular pur-
posc—Paul and othersfor Apostles—Luther and
Calvin to promote the reformation. But as it
respects the salvation of the soul, God as a So-
vereign can only elect, or choose fallen man iu
Christ who is the end of the Iaw for righteoys-
ness to every one that belicveth— But it ap-
nears to us incontesti:le frem (md’s werd, that

¢



" Y THE CoONFESSION OF FAITH.
God hasrveprobated none from etermty. That
all mankind became legally rnprobated, by
iranggregsion, is undeniable, and continues so
until they cmbrace Christ. ¢ Examine your-
selves, &c. Know ye not your own selves how
that Jesus Christ is in you except you be repro-
bates,” 2 Cor. 13. 5. Now this cannot mean
cternal reprobates, or all who have net Christ
in them would be such: the absurdity of whick:
will at once appear to every common capacity.
Reprobation is not what some have supposed it
to be, viz. a sovereign determmation of God to
create millions of rational beings, and, for his
own glory, damn them eternally in hell, with-
out regard tev moral rectitude or sin in the
creature. 'This would tarnish the divine glory,
and render the greatest, best, and most lovely
of all beings, most od ous in the view of all
intelligencies.  When man sinned, he was le-
gally reprobated, but not damned. God
offered, and does offer the law-condemned sin-
ner merey in the gospel s he having from the
toundation of the world so far chosen mankind
in Christ, as to justify that saying in 1 Timo-
thy. . 10. ¢ Who is the Saviour of all men,
especially of them that believe.” Ths is a
sracious act of God’s sovercign-electing love,
us extensive as the legal condemnation, or re-
yrobation, in which all mankind are by nature.
But. in a particular and saving sensc, non: can
properly be called God's elect, till they be justi-
ned and united to Christ, the end of the law for
righteousness, (none are justified from eternity)
as appears evident from the follawing passa-
zeg ol e’ word. o Vho shall lay any thing



THE CONFESSION OF Favi. (k)
To the charge of Ged's elect? " Who is he tht
condemneth 222 Rom. 8. 33, 35. Xow itis cer-
tain the unbeliever is chargeable and rcondemnn-
ed. Again, ¢ If it were pnssiblv, they shall de-
ceive the very elect.” Matt, 23, 25, L5 evie
dent that a man must be enlightened in the
knowledge of God, and Lis son Jesus, which is
cternal life, before he can have qpm tual wis-
dom to discern and detect the deceiver. If
thien by pervertme; the gracious provision of
the gospel, in refusing to submit to the righte-
ousness of God, the sinner finally grieves the
spirit of God to depart from him, he becomes
doubly and cternally reprobated. Or like the
chymist’s mineral which will not coin into purc
metal, or the petter’s clay which marred upon
the wheel. But if the creature falls 1nto this
deplorable situation, he was not bound by any .
revealed nor secret decree. of God to doso; it is
Ins own fault. For Ged declares in his
word that Christ died for the whole world.—
That he offers pardon to ail—That the Spirit
operates on all—confirming by an oath that he
has no pleasure in the death c¢f sinners. Every
invitation of the gospel eitlier pro:mises or im-
plies aid by the Divine Spirit. The plan.of the
bible is gvdce and duty. God calls, grau) 3
ginner hcarken dl]lgt ntly, (duty); - God re-
proves, (grace); sinner turn, (duty) ;—God
pours out his spirit, (grace) ;3 sinner resist not
the light, but improve it, {duty) ;—God makes
known his word, or reve 13 the plan cf salva-
tion, (grace) ;—God invites, (grace); wicked
man forsake your ways, (duty) ; your thuughts,
{duty) ; and turn to the Lord, (duty) ; and Go+!
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il have niercy on yous (grace) 3 and God will
Fapdantly pardon. (grace).

CHAD. IV.
Gr CREATION.

T pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy

- Ghesi [i], for the manifestation of the glory
of Lis cleinal power, wisdom, and goodness [b],
in the beginning, to create, or make of nothing,
the world, and all things therein, whether visi-
ble, or invisible. in the space of six duys, and
all very good [«

11 After God had made all other creatures,
fic created man, male and female [d], with rea-
scnable and immortal souls [¢], endued with
knowleage, rightt ousness, and true holin¢ss,
after Liis own image [i]. having the law of Geod
written in their hearts [£] and power to fulfil
it [h]; and yet under a possibility of trans-
zivssing, being left to the liberty of their own
will w ln(‘h was subject unto change [i]  Besides
this law written in their hearts, they received
a command not to eat of the trec of the know-

L. JHeh L. 2. John 1.2, 3. Job26.13. & 53. 4.
[b]R m. 1.20. P-al. 104 -4
I

1 c] Gen lst chap. Co 1 16.

R 3 en. l 27

{t1Gn 27 Luke23.43. Eccl 12 7. Matt. 10. 28,
TU en 1 26.

(g, . 2. 14, 15.

(t} tiecl. 7 .9.

(1) Gen. 2. 6. Eccl. 7.29
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ledge of good and evil 3 which while they kept
they were happy in their communicn with GGod
ik]. and had dominion over the creatures [i].

— e+

(x)YG:. 2 17. See G»» 3.8—11. 23. -
1) Gen. 1 48. P,.1 86 7,8

CHAP. Y.
Or ProviDEKCE.

1 0N, the great creator of all things, doth
A uphold (a), and govern all creatures and
thnws, from tl e groatcst even to the least («)
by his most wise and holy providence (d), to
the praise of the glory of his wisdom, power,
justice, goodness, and mercy (g).

4l God, in his ordinary providence, nraketh
use of means (k). yet ts free to work with (1),
and above (m) them, at his plcasure (n).

I11. 'The ost wisc, righteous, and gracious
God, doth oftentimes leave for a secason his
own children to manifold temptations, and the
corruption. of their own hearts, %o chastisc
them for their former sins, to discover unt,
them the hidden strength of corruption, and
deceitfulness of their hearts, that they may be
humbled (s), and to raise them to a more close:

(v) ch l 3 (¢) Matt 10. 39,30, 31. (d)Prov.15 2.
(g) Eph. 3 Rom. 9.i7. Pl 145.7. (k) Acts :7.
24, 31. lsal 5.) 10.11,

IL (" Hos. 1.7.  (m)Rom. 4.19,20. () 2 Kings 6. ¥,
Dan. 3. 27.

111, (s) 2 Chron. 32, 25,26, 1.
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and constant dvpencance for their support upon |
himself, and to muke them more watchful
against all future occasions of sin, and for sun-
dry other just and holy ends (t).

IV. As for those wicked and ungedly men
whom God, as a righteous judge, for former
sing, doth blind and harden (v), from them he
not only withholdeth his grace, whereby they
n'ight have been enlightened in their under-
standings, and wrought upen in their hearts
(W) ; but sometimes also, withdraweth the gifts
which thesy had [x], and withal, gives them
over to their own lusts, the temptations of the
world, and the power of satan [z): whereby il
comes to pass that they harden themselves,
even under those means which God uscth for
softening of others [a].

V. As the providence of God doth, in general,
reach to all creatures, so, after a most spe-
cial manner it taketh care of his church, and
disposeth all things to the good thereof [b].

I16. (t) 2 Cor.12 7,8,9. Psal. 73, throughout Psal.
77 1,93 4,5,6,7,8,9,10,19, Joun21.15.16 17.

1V (v) Rom 1. ' 4 26 28 & 11.7,8 (v ) Dcut 29 &
- [x] Matt. 13 12.& 25 29, [2z] P-ul. 81 11.12 2 Tr.css.

2.10,11,12. {4«]Exod 8 15,57 2Cor.2.15.16. Fxcd
7.5, 1Pet 27,8 Isai 6 9, 10.
V.[b]l Amos 9.8,9. KRom. 8.%8.
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CHAP. VL

Or Tie FALL or MawN, or Siv, AYD OF THE
PUNISHMENT THERFOF.

UR first parents, being seduced by the sub-
tility and temptation of satan, sinned inea-
ting the forbidden fruit[a]. 'This their sin God
was pleased, according to his wise and holy
counsel, to overrule, through Christ, for his own
glory, and the good of all them that believe [h].
1. By this sin they fell from their orginal
righteousness and communion with God [c],
and so became dead in sin [d], and wholly de-
filed in all the faculties and parts of soul an
body [e]. y

LII. They being the root of all mankind, by
their sin, all were made sinners [f], and the
same death in sin, and corrupted nature con-
veyed to all their posterity, descending from
them by ordinary generation [g]. _

IV. From this original corrupfion, whereby
we are utterly indisposed, disabled, and made
opposite to all good [h], and wholly inclined to
all evil [i], do proceced all actual tramsgres-
sions [kJ.

n. 3.13. 2 Cor. 11. 3. [b] Rom. 11 32.
n3.7,8 Erc~17.29 Rom.3.23 ({d]Eph.

221 ®wm 512 [-)Gn. 65 ] -17.9,

HE [f] R-m. 3. 12, :5 16. 17. 18 :9 [g] Psal 51 &,
G~ 535 Joub 14 4 Job 15 14

W.v]om 56, Rea 8 7 Jha3 6 Run 7 18.
[+~ 8 2. Rom. 3. 10, 11,12, [K) Jam:s 14. 15.
aatt. 15.10,
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V. The remains of corrupt nature ave felt by
those that are regenerated [I]; and although it
be through Christ pardoned and mortified, yet
both itself and all the motions hereof are truly
and properly sin [m].

V1. Every sin, being a transgression of the
righteous law of God, and contrary thercunto
In}, doth in its own nature, bring guilt upon
the sinner {o], whereby he is bound over to the
wrath of God [p], and curse of the law [¢], and
80 made subject to death [r], with all miseries,
spiritual [s], temporal [t], and eternal [v].

S — —

V [i] Rom.7. 14,17, 18,23. Prov.209. Eccl. 7.20.
[miRom 7th Chap.

Vi. [] 1John 3. 4 [o)JRom .3 19 [;]Eph 2. 3.
£91GJ.3.10. (rYR:m 6 23. (s)Epi. 4.18. (t) Lam
3,09 (v) Matt. 25. 41, 2 Thess. 1. 9.

CHAP. VII.
Or Gobn’s CovENANT wiTH MAXN,

HE distance between God and the crea-
ture is so great, that although reasonable
ercatures do owe obedience unto him as their
Creator, yet they could never have any fruition
of Lim. as their blessedness and reward, but by
some voluntary eondescension on God’s part,
which he hath been pleased to express by way
of covenant (a).
1. The first covenant made with man was 2

1. (a) Job 9. 33, 33, Psal. 113. 5, 6.
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covenant of works (b), wherein hie vas pio-
iscd to Adam, and in i o Lis posterity (o,
upan condition of periect and personal obedi-
cnee [d).

FIE. Man Ly his fall havierz made hunself in-
apalkle of life by that covenant, the Loyd was
leased to make the second {¢], commonly cali-
4 thie covenant of grace : wherein Le freely of-
ereth unto ginners life and salvation by Jesus
“Lrists requiring of them faith in him that they
aay be sayed [f].

IV. 'Yhis covenant of grace is frequently sct
forth in scriptare by the name of a testenient,
in reference to the death of Jesus Christ, the

testator, and to the ceverlasting inberiiance,
with all things belonging to it therem Legueath-
ed [h].

V. This covenant was diffcrently adivinister-
cd in the time of the law,and in the time of the
gospel [i]: under the law it was admistered by
premises, prophecics, sacrifices, circumcisicn,
the pascnl lamb, and cther types and ordinances
delivered to the people ¢f the Jews, all fore-
sign:fying Christ to come [k which were for
that t:mc sutiicient and cfiicacisus, through the
operaticn ¢f the Tpirit, to instruct and beildg
up the elect in faith ia the promiscd Messiah

Anap (s Aarm———

II. [b) Gal. 3,12 Tesea6 7 €:0.2.16,17. (c)Rem
17. 5. (1) Gen. 2 17. Gak 3.10.

1'1. () Gal. 3. 21. Rom-8 3. Lzt 42.6. Cen. 3. 15
(1) Mark16 15, 16 J.ha 3 16

IV, (h) Heb. 9 15, 16, 17 Luke 22.S0 1 Cor. Al 25.

V.[112Cor S 6. 7 8 9 (k)H:H% 839 10. Rum. 411
1Col 2.0, 1QCer. 5.7, Crl.C 17,

D
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(!}, by whom they had full remission of sins,
and cternal salvation ;3 and is called the old
testament (],

Vi. Under the gospel, when Christ the sub-
stunce [n], was exhibited, the ordinances in
which this covenant is dispensed are the preach-
ing of the vword, and the administration of the
sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s supper
{0]s which though fewer in numbgr, and ad-
nunistered with more simplicity, end less out-
ward glory, yet in them it is held forth in more
fulness, evidence, and spiritual efficacy [p]. to
all nations, both Jews and Gentiles [q]; and is
called the New Testament {r].  There are not,
therefore, two covenants of the grace differing
in substance, but one and the same under vari-
ous dispensations [s].

V.(I"1Cor. 10 1,2, 3,. 4 Heb-11.13. Jobn 8. 5G.
(m) Gal. 3.7, 8,9, 14.

VI. (n) Coloss 2.17. [o] Matt 28.79. 1Cor. 11. 25,
94,95 2Cor.37 89.10,11 [p] Heb 12 22to the
28 [q]Matt. 8.9 Eph. 2 15, 16,17, 18,19. (r) Luke
92 %0. Heb 87,8, 9. (8) Gal 3.14,16. Acts 15.11.
Rom. 3. 30.

CHAP. VIII.
GF CuRIST THE MEDIATOR.

H T has pleased God, to choose the Lord Jesus
Christ, his only begotten Son; who verily
was foreordained before the foundation of the
world, to be the Mediator between God and
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wan {a], the prophet [}, priest [¢], and king
[d]5 we head and Savisur of s church [ the
heirr of all things [(], and Judg'c of the worid
[2]3 unto whom he promused a seed [h], and to
he by him in time redeemed, called by lus
word and Spirit. justificd by his grace, sancti-
fied, and glorified [i].

11, 'T'he sSon of Gud, the second person in the
Triuity, being very and eternal (rod, of one
substance, and equal with the Father, did,
when the fulness of time was come, take upon
hin man’s nature [k]. with all the essential pro-
pertics and coinmon infirmities thercof, yeot
without sin [] being conceived by the power
of the Holy Gihost, in the womb of the Virgin
Mary, of her sbstance (m). So that two whule,
perfect, and distinct natures. the Gedhead q.mi
the manhood. were inscparably joincd logetifer
in one person, without conversion, composition,
or confusion (n). Whic person is very @od
arvl very man, yet one Christ, the only ) Qi-
ator between God and man (o). o

Iil. The Lord Jesus, in his human natyve,
thus united to the divine, was sanctified afd:
annointed with the Holy Spirit above measurve
(p; 3 having in him all the treasures of wisdom

I [ Twi 421 1Perer1.19 20 1Tira. 2.5, [r] el
22D u'.’S B.[cJHbH 5536 [L "Ps:.l .6 1 ke
1.33 [+JEBph 5 5 [(fIH-b 1.2 gl Actsl? 3!
-3 Psarn. 22 30 Tsai 53. 10, [x] 1Tim. 2 06 Isu'.g“
4 5. 1 Jor. 1. 00. ’

I {felJhnl 1 14 1 John3. 20. Poil 26 Gal 4.
4. [']Heb. 2. 17 H-b. 4. 15, [m] Lu% 1. 27,31, 37.
G- 4 4. [n]Lukel 35 Rem.9.5 1Tim. 5.18. (o)
Rem1 3,4 1Tm.25

ML (pl P:al, 45 7. John 3 34

-
-2
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and knowledge Z¢)s in whom it pleased the Fa-
ther that ail Culness should dwell (r) : to the
end that being holy, harmless, undefiled, and
full 4f grace and truth (s), he might be tho-
riugily furnished 1o exccute the office of a
Meniaror and surety (t).

W hich cilice he took not unto himself, but

was-thercunto called by his Kather (v); who
put all power and judgment into his hand, and
zave him commandnment to execute the same
(W),
" 2V This office the Lord Jesus did most wil-
lingly undertake (x), which, that he might dis-
clarge, he was madeunder the law (y), and did
perfectly fulfil it gz); cndure most griecvous t .r-
ments immediately in his soul (a), and most
painful sufferings in his body (b) ; was cruci-
fied and died (¢) ; was buried, and remcined
anier the power of death, yet saw no corrup-
tion (d). On the third day he arose from the
dead (¢) with the same body in which he suf-
fered (f), with which also he ascended into
heaven, and there sitteth at the right hand of
his Father (g), making intercession (h) ; and
shall return to judge men and angels, at the
end of the world (i)

HI (q) Col.2.3. (r)Col.119. (s) Heb. 7 26 Jchn
1 14 (t) Acts 10.58. Heb, 12 24 Hub. 7.22 (v) Hcb.
55 (w)John 5. 22,27, M. 58 18.

IV (3)Psz1.40.7. 8 Phi' 2. 8 (y)Gl 4. 4. (z)
Mostr. 3. 13 Matt. 5. 17 (a] Mstt. 26.57,38 Luke 22
44. DMlalt. 77 46. [b] Matt. <6th anc¢ 27th chapters. [c}
Piil. 2 8 [0]2 427 Aets13..7  [e]1C-r 15 4,
(f) John 20.25,27 (g) Mark 16.19  {b) Rom. 8.
34. Heb. 7. 25. (i) Rom 14 9.10. Ac:is '. 1}

& 10, 42. Matt, 13. 40, 41, 42, Jude 6. 9 Per. 2. &
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V. The Lord Jesus: by his perfect aobedience
and sacrifice of himself, which he through the
" eternal Spirit once offered ap unto God, hath

fully satisfied the justice of his Father (%) ; and’
purchased not only reconciliation, but an ever-
lasting inheritance in the kingdom of heavan,
for all those who come to the Father by‘ hiin

1.

”VI. Although the work of redemption was
not actually wrought by Christ till after his in-
carnation, yet the virtue, efficacy, and benefits
thereof, were communicated unto the believer,
i all ages successively from the beginning of
the world, in and by these promises, types, and
sacrifices, wherein he was revealed and signi-—-
fied to be the sred of the woman which s:oidd
bruise the serprnt’s head, and the lamb slan
from the beginning of the world, being yest:r-
day and to-day tie same, and forever [m].

ViL Christy, in the work of mr diation, act-
eth according to both natures ; by each nature
doing that which is proper to itself [n]; yct by
reason of the unity of the person, that which is
proper to one nature, i8 sometimes in scripture
attributed to the person denominated by the
other nuture fo!.

VIIL. As Jesus Christ, by the grace of God,

V. (k) ®om. 5. 19. Heb. 9. 14 16. Rom. 3..
25,25. Heb. 10. 14. Eph 5. 2. [1] Eph. 1. 14,
Jobhn 17, 2.

Vi. ["’!J Gal. 4. 4, 5. Gen. 3.15. Rev. 13. 8,
" H-s13.8 \
VII. (n) 1. Per. 3 18. Tlch. 9. 14, (o) Acts 3¢4

28, Jotnp 3. 13. 1 John 3. 16. |
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has tasted d-ath for every man[{]; and now
makes intercession for transgressors [q]; by
virtue of which, the holy Spirit 18 given, to con-
vince of sin, and enable the creature to belicve
and obey, governing the hearts of helievers by
his word and paat [s]; ove coming all their
enemics, by his alnilgoty power and wisdom,
in sucl maner and in ways as are most conso-
nant to his wonderful and uns--archable dispen-
sation [t].

VIl () Hebo 2.9, (¢) Heb. 7. 25. (s) 2
Cor. 4. 13. Rom 8 9, 14. Rom. I5. 18, 19,
Jehn 17 17, (+) Psal 1:0.1. 1 Cor 15. 25, 2%,
Mal. 4.2,2. Col. 2 15, i

CHAP. IX.
Or Free WILL. .

0D hat: endued the will of man with that

R natura!l liberty, that it is neither forced,-
nor by any absoiute necessity of natuve, deter-
nined tr good o evil @

I1. Man, in hig state of innocency, had free-
dom and power to will and to do that which is:
good and well-pleasing to God b5 but yet mu-
tubly, so that he might fall from it c.

IT1. Man by his fal] into a state of sin, hath
wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual

I aJ mesl. 1.4, Dout. 30. 19
M. bEcel 7.30. G .25, ¢ G2 2. 1G/17. Gen, 3. 6
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gond accompanying salvation d : so as a natu-
ral man, being altogether averse {romn that
which is goad e and dead insin f, is not able by
his own strength, to convert himself, or to pre-
pare himself thereunto without divine aid g.

IV. When God converts a sinner, and trans-
lates him into the state of grace, he freeth lnm
from his natural bondage usnder sin A, and by
his grace alone enables him freely to will and to
do that which is spiritually good i, yet so as
that by reason of his remaining corruption,.he
doth not perfectly, will and do that which is

good k.
V. The will of man is made pertectly and im-

. mutably free to good alone, in the state of
~ glory only L.

- ————

HL. ARom.56 Rom. 87 John15. 5 eRom.3 18,
12 fEph.2.1,15. Col 2.13. gJohn6.44 65. 1Cor.
2. 14 Eph. 2.2, 3,4, 5

IV hCol. 1 13. John 8 34, 36. iPhil.2.13. Rom.¥6.18,
22. kGal 5.17. Rom 7 15.

V. |Eph. 4. 13 Jnde 24.

T ———
CHAP. X.
Or ErrecTuAlL CALLING.
LT, those whom God calls, and who obey
the call, and those only, he is pleased by

his word and Spirit b, to bring them out of that
state of sin and death, in which they are hy

1 b2 Thass. 2.13,14. 2 Cor.3. 3, 6.
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nature, to grace and salvation by Jesus Christ
¢ ; enlightening their minds spirvitually and sa-
vingly 3 to understand the SDings of Godd;
taking away their heart of stone, and giving
unto them an heart of fleshe, renewing their
wills, and by his alnighty power, determining
them to that which is goodf; and effectually
drawing them to Jesus Christg; yet so as
they come most frecly, being made willing by
his grace k.

I1. 'This call is of God’s free grace alone, not
from any good thing at all forcseen in mang
who iy :'ltuqctlm' dead in sin, until, bvmg‘ on-
hightened by the Holy Spiritk, he is thereby
cnabled to answer this call, and to embrace the
grace offered and conveyed i it [,

ILI. All mfants dying in infancy are regenc-
rated and saved by Christ. through the Spirit m,
who worketh when, and where, and Low he
pleascth: so also are others who have never
had the excreiss of reason s and who are in-

capable of beinﬂ' outwardiy called by the mini-
stry of the word =,

I. cRom. 8. 2 ¢Tim.1. 9,10. LFzek., 11. 19,
D u.30.6. dAc:s26.18. 'Loz 2 10, 12. e lixck.
56. 26. fhzek. i1.19. Dzek.36 27. g John 6.
44 45 ACant- 3.4 2 Thn, 1.9, Tit. 3. 4, 5.

It. i2 Tim.1.9. Ti.. 8. 4, 5. k1 Cor.2, i4.
Rom. 8.7. (Jahn 6 37. John 5§ 25.

1il. m Luke 18. 15, 16. Junah 4. 11. nP:al
5. 9.




THE CONFERSSION OF FAITIL 25

CHAP. XL

OF JUSTIFICATIAN.

HOSE wiom Ged calleth (and who obey

. the call) he also freely justifietha ; not
by irfusing righteousness into them, buat b}'
pardoning their sins, and by accounting ang
accepting their persons as righteous ; not for
any thing wrougit in them. ov done by them,
but for (,hmqt’s sake alone: not by imputing
faith itself, the act. of believing, ar any other
cvangelical obedience to them, as their riglte-
ousness ; but by imputing the obedieace and
satisfaction of Christ unto them b, they receiv.
ing and resting on him and his righteousness
by faith : which faith they have not of thcin-
selves, it is the gift of Gode.

II. Faith thus receiving and resting oun
Christ and his righteousnes, is the alonc in-
strument of justification d, yet it is not alonc
in the person justified, but is ever accompanied
with all other saving graces, and is no dead
faith ; but worketh by lovee.

III. Christ, by his obedience and death, did
fully discharge the debt of all those that are
thue justified, and did make a proper, real, and
full satisfaction to his Father’s justice in their

TS o

LR

I aRom. 8 30. Rom.3.24 b Rom.4.5,6,7, 8. 2 o,
5.19 21 Rom. 3.22,24, 25 Jer 23.6. Ram. 5. 17,18, .9.
cPhil 3. 9. Aects 13. 38, 39 Eph. 2. 7, 8.

II dJohn *. 12 Rom. 3. 28. Rom.5.1. e j®daes 2.17
22, 29, Gal. 5.6,
)
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hohalf £ Yet inasinuch as he was given by the
pather for them g, and Lhis obedience and satis-
faction secepted in their stead 2, and both free-
Iy, not for any thing in them, their justifica-
tion is only of free gracei ; that both, the ex-
act justice, and rich grace of God, might be
glorified in the justification of sinners k.

[V. God before the foundation of the world,
dctermined to justify all true believers ! ;-and
Christ did, in the fulness of time, dic fm' their
sins, and rise again for their justfication m,
nevertheiess they are not  justified until the
Holy spirit doth in due time, actually apply
Christ unto them n,

V. God doth continue to forgive the sins of
those that are justified o: and although they
wiil never fall from the state of justification p,
yet ticy may by their sins fall under God’s
fatherly displeasure. and not have the light of
his countenance restored unto them, until they
humble themselves, confess their sins, beg par-
don, and reuew their faith and repentance q.

VL. 'The justification of belicvers under the
old testament was, in all these respects, one
and the same with the justification of believers
under the New Testament.

1I1. { Rom.5.8,9,10. 1 Tim.2 6. Heb.10.10, 14 I= 1.
55 4, 5, 6,10,11, 12, gRom. 8 32. h2Cor. 5 I ..
Murt. 3. 17, Eph.5 2. 1Rom.3. 24 Ephl?. kR 1.
3 26.

IV. 1Gal. 5.8. 1Peter 12. 19, C0. Rcm. 8. C. mel 4.

4 1Tim.26. Ron 4 15 nCu! 1 21,22, Gd. 2 i6.

T 54,5 6,7. |
V. Mat.6 12 1J:hn1.9. 1]John2.1. pLuke 22
22 John 10. .8. Heb. 10. 14, q Pasl. 89. 31, 32, 33.

P
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CHAPD. X!
OF ADHPTION,

LL those that are justified, God vouch-
LW safethy, in and for hLis only Son Jesus
Christ, to make partakers of the grace of
adoptiona: by winch they are taken into the
nunber, and enjoy the hberties and privileges
of the clhaldren of God b; have s name put
upon them c j rececive the spirit of adoption d ;
have access to the throne of grace with boid.
ness e 3 arc enabled to cry, \bba, Fatherf;
are piticd g 3 protected A ; provided forz; and
chastened by hiw as by a Father k5 yet never
cast off { ; but sealed to the day of red mp-
tionm 3 and inberit the pro:misesn ; as heirs
of everlasting salvation o.

I «Eph.1 5. Gal.4 4 5. bRom 8 17. Jih 1 12,
c] 14 9 Rev 3120 dRom. 18 14 eEpnh s 12,
Rm. 5 2 fGal. 4 6 Psal.10- 13 hProv. 4. 0,
tM.tt 6 50,32. 1 Pier57 KkHeb 1226 H . G
51 mEph. 4.30. nHb 6. 12 ol Peterl. 4. b, 1.

14,

CHAP. XIIIL

OF SANCTIFICATION,

L 3
IIEY who are effectually called and rege-
nerated, having a new heart and a new
spirit created in them, are farther sanctificd
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o Sy vy cosonally, through the virtue of,
Christ’s death and resurraction a. by s word |
and Spreit dwething in themw b the domimon of l
the \\lml(, body of sin is destroyed ¢, and the |
scverzi lusts thereof are wore and more weak-
encd and mortdicd d, and thecy more and more
quickened and strengthened, m all saving gra-
crs e, to the practice of tirue holiness, without
which no man shall sce the Lovd .

. ‘Jls sanctidication is throughout in the
whole man g, yet imperiget in this lifv s therve
abideth st soine remmants of corruption in
every part by whence ariseth a continual and
irreconcilable war, the flesh lusting against the
spirit, and the spirit against the flesh <.

fLl. in which war, although the remaining
corruption for a time may much prevail &, yet
threugh the continual supply of strength from
tire sanctifying Spirit of’ Christ, the regenerate

part doth overcome {: and so the saints grow

n grace m, perlcctm0° holiness in the fear of

God n,

IV. Although the remains of depravity may
continue to affect the true believer in this life,
wet it is his duty and privilege, through grace,
i0 keep a conscience void of offence toward
God and towarid meno. :

I. aCor. 6. 11. Acts20.32 Pail. 3.10. Rem. 6. 5, 6.
Hlinh. 5 26 2 Thess. 2.13. cRom 6 6 14 dlem.
5 24. Rom.8.13. eCol. 1. 11. Lph .16. £ 2 Cor. 7.1,
Heb 12,14

Il g1 Thess. 5. 23. h 1John1l. 10. Pail 3. 12. Rem
718,923, 1Gal. 5 17.

11l krom 7 ©3. lrom.6.14. 1 John5 4. Eph. 4. 16,
m?2Pcter 3 18 2 Cor. 3. i3, n2Cor. 7.1,

VL0 Acts 24414,
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CHAP. X1YV.
Ow# SAvING Far1 4.

ITE. grace of faith whereby sinners are
B united to Christ, is the work of the Spirit
of Christ in their hearts b, and is ordinarily
wrought by the miristry of tie wordce; by
which also, and by the administration of the
sacraments, and prayer, it is increased and
strengthened d.
. 1I. By this faith, the christian believeth to
"be true, whatsoever is revealed in the word,
for the authority of God himself speaketh there-
ine; and acteth differently, upon that which
cach particular passage thereof containeth ;
yielding obedience to the commandsf, trem-
bling at the threatenings g, and embracing the
prounsses of God for this life, and that which is
to come i,  But the principal acts of saving
faith are, accepting. receiving, and resting
upon Christ alone for justification. sanctifica-
tion, and cternal life, by virtue of the covenant -
of zracei. |
I11. 'T'his faith is different in degrees, weak
or strong k; may be oftcn and many ways as-

I, b2Cor. 4 13. Eph. 2.8, crom 10 14,17 d1
Pesr 2. 2. Luke 17. 5. rom. 1 16, 17.

Il ¢ 1 Thess 2.13. 1Jobn 5. 10. Acts24 14 from.
16 26 , 132.66 2 hH:b11l 13 1Tim. 48 iJohn
212 Acts 1651 Gal 2.0 Acts 15 11.

HI kK H.b. 5. 13, 14, nom. 4 19, 20. Matt. 6. 30.

Matt. 8. 10.

|
J
|
r
|
i
?
|
1
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sawiled and o ookenedy but gews the victory [
growing up i the attainiment of a tull assu-
vance throuzh Chirst e who is both the author
and finisher of sur faith n.

D e )

1M1, ' Luk: 22.51 3°. 1John 5.4, 5. m Heb. 6. 11, 12

}'lyb. IU. 24:0 n H b 1 _)- 3.

CHAP. XV,
Or REPENTANCE UNTO LIFE,

EPENTANCE unto life is an evangelical

Q grace ¢, the uoctrine whereof 18 to be
preached by every minsster of the gouspel, as
well as that of faith in Christ b.

I1. By it a sinner, out of the sight and sense,
ot only of the danger, but also of the filthiness
and odiousness of his sins, as contrary to the
holy nature and rightecous law of God, and upon
the apprehension of his mercy in Christ to such
as are penitent, so grieves for and hates his
gins, as to turn from them all unto God c. pur-
posing and endecavoring to walk with him, in
all the ways of his commandments .

III. although repentance be not to be rested

in as any satisfaction for sin, or any cause of

the pardon thercof e, which is the act of God’s

PRI w—

1 aActs11. 18 bLuke 24 .47. Mark 1.15 Ag¢r: 20 21

II cEzek. 180,51 Lzek 6 S1. Psal 51 4 Jer 51,

18.19. 2Cor. 7. 11, Joel 2 12,i3. Amos 5 15. P.s:. 119,
128 d Psal. 110. 6. 59, 106. Luke 1. 6. 2 Kings
33. 25.

111. e Ezek, 36, 31, 32. Ezek. 14, ¢3.

R gt
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5 bree grace in Chrisify, yet s it of such neces-

ity Lo ail sinners, that none may expect par-
lun without it 2.

[ IV. As there is nosin so small but it deserves

amnation o 5 so ther: i8 no sin o great, that
t can bring damnation upon thvse who truly
repent i,
V. Men ought not to contentathemsrlves with
g general repentance, but itis every man’s duty
gto cudeavor to repent of his particular sins,
particularly k.
VI. As every man is hbound to make private
§conlession of his sins to ixod, praying for the
pardon thercof L3 upon which, and the forsa-
¥ king of them, he shall find mercym : so he that
. scandalizeth his brother, or the church of Christ,
i ought to be willing, by a private or public con-
fession and sorrow for his sin, to declare his
repentance to those that are offended n; who
arc thereupon to be reconciled to him, and in
love to receive him o.

ItI. f Hos. 14. 2, 5. Rom., 3. 24, gl.uke 13 3,5.
Ac's 17. 30.

IV. h Rom 6.23. Matt. 12. 36. 1iIsal 55. 7,
Rom.8 1. lsai. 1 18.

V. kPsal. 19. 13. ILuke 19.8. 1 Tim. 1. 13,
15.

Vi. 1 Psal 32 5 6. Psal. 51. 4, 5, 7,9, 14,
mPrav.28 13. 1 Jobn 1.9. n James 5. 16. Luke
17. 3, 4, J()Shc 7. 19, 02 Coro 2. 8. Gﬂlo 6\

‘l.’ 2.




32 'FHE CONFTSSION OF FAITU,

CHAP. XVI.
OF goop WoRKs.

(\1 Q0D works are only such as God hath
H commanded in his holy word a, and not
sach as without the warrant thereof, are devi-
s-d by men out of blind zeal, or upon any pre-
tence of good intention .

Il. These good works, done in obedience to
Cod’s commandments, are the fruits and evi-
dences of a true and lively faith ¢; and by them
believers manifest their thankfulness d, strength:-
en their assurance e, edify their brethrenf, a-
dorn the profession of the gospel g, stop the
mouths of the adversarics A, and glorify God 1,
whose workmanship they are, created in Christ
Jesus thereunto k, that, having their fruit unto
holiness, they may have the end, eternal life i

HI. Their ability to do good works is not at
all of themsclves, but wholly from the Spirit of
Christ m. And that they may be enabled there-
unto besides the graces they have already re-
ceived, there is required an actual influence of
the same Holy Spirit to work in them to will

P

1 a Micah 6. 8, Roum. 12 2. Heb. 13. 21%
b Maw. 15. 9. Isai.29.15. John 16. 2.

II. ciames 2. 18 22. dPsal. 116. 12 13, 1
Peer2.9. el Jobn. 1John 2.3,5 < Peterl.
5.6,7,8,9,10 f 2Cor.9.2. Maut. 5.16. g Tit.
2.5. 1Tim. 6. 1.. Tit. 2 9,10, 11,12, 4 ‘Peer
2.J5. il Peter 2. 12. Phil. 1. 11, Joha 15. 8.
& Fph. 2. 10, ¢ Ron.. 6. 22.

I11. = John 15. 5, 6.
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and to do of his good pleasuwren; veiare they
unt hercupon Lo grow negligent, as i’ they vepne
not bound to perform any daty unless unon »
special motion of the Spirvit: but they ought t«
be dilizent in stirring vp the grace of God thai.
isin them o

IV. They, whn in their obedience, attain t:
the greatest height which is possible in this life.
are so far from being able to supererogate and
do more than God requires, that they fall short
of much, which in duty they are bound to do p.

V. We cannot, by our best works merit par-
don of sin, or eternal life, at the hand of God.
by reason of ‘the great disproportion ‘ hat is be-
tween them and the glory to come, and the in-
finite distance that is between us and God.
whom by them we can neither profit, nor satis.
fy for the debt of our former sins ¢ ; but whex
we have done all we can, we have done but our
duty and are unprofitable servantsr; & because,
as they are good, they proceed from his spirit
3; and, as they are wrought by us, they are de-
filed-and mixed with so much weakness and i
perfection, that they cannot endure the severity
of God’s judgment £,

V1. Yet nothwithstanding, the persons of be-

dievers being accepted through Chirist, their

good works “also ave accepted in him v, not as

nPai! 2 15, Pail 4. 15. o Phil. 2, 12. Heb. 6.11, 13,
Isai. 64. 7. 2 Pet. 1. 3, 5; 10, 11, 12. 2‘!‘1!: 1. 6. Acts. 26,
5, 7. Jude 20, 21.

IV. p Luke 17, 10. Jo%9.2 3 "Gal. 5.17. .
Vv qnomS"O rom. 4 2, 4, 6. Eph 2. 8,9. P.al. 16..
2. Tit 3.5,6. ?’ rom 8, I8 22. and chap. 35.7,8. r Luks..
i7.10. J:b. 9 2, 3. Gal 5.17. 5.Gsl. 5 22,23. t. lssi. 64.

%, P3al. 136 3. Gal. 5.17. Rom. 7.15 18.
vE . Emh. 16 1 Peter{?. 5. Con4 4. Heb.13..6



ok I CONFRSSIAN 6F FATT,

rhonzh fhey were in this life whaolly unblamable
and uneeprovable in God’s  sight w 3 but that
hoo looking upon their in Lis son, is pleased to
aceeptand reward that whichis sincere, altho’
aceoispined with many weakinesses and imper-
iections /e,

Vil. Works dene by unregenerate man, al-
though, for the matter of them, they may be
thines which God commands, and of gnod  use
both to themselves and others g 5 yet because .
they procesd not from an heart purified by
faith =, nor are done in a right wmanner, accor-
¢ng to the word @ 5 norto a right end, the glo-
ry of God b5 they, therefore. cannot merit the
favor of God ; vet their neglect of them is dis-
pleasing unto God c.

wIoh, 0.2), P.al. 143 2. x 2. Cor. 8,12 H.b. 6 1C.
Mok 25 21,23

Vi .y 2 Kings 10.50, 3L Ph!! 115,16,18 , Heb..
17, 4.6 Gon.45 21Com13.3. . J:ai. 1.12. b Ma. 6
23,19 el 3214, Tit. 1.15. - |

v

CHAP. XVII.

CF 1 EE PERSEVERANCE OF THE
SAINTS.

PE-BEY whom God hath justified and sanc-
W {ifted, he will also glorify @ 5 consequent-
Iy the truly regenerated soul will never totally

1.2 Rom. .38, 59 For T mor depth, nor any other
am pereuc-led that reither creature, shall be ab'e toge-
doath, nor life, nor angels, parste us from the lave of
nor rri-cipalities, nor pow-  God, whichis in Christ Je-
i3, e ‘hings present, ner  sus cur Lord,

vinwets come, net height,
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por finally fall away trom the state of grace,
but shall certainly prsavere therein to the end,
and be cternally saved b, *

i1, 'This perseverance depends on the un-
changeable love and power of iod ¢, the merits,
advocacy d. and intercession of Jesus Christes
the abiding of the spirit and sced of God with-
in them f; and the nature of the covenant of

b John 3. 16. For God so
loved :he worid thac he gave
hisonly begotten son, that
whosoe ver believeth in him
snouLp xor persh, but
have - verlasting life.  John
10, 28, 29. Aad I gave unto
them cternal life ; ind they
shall never perish; neiiher
sbail any man pluck them out
- of. my hand. My Father,

woich gave . thcm me, is.

greater than all. and no maa
isable to pluck them out of
my Father’s hands. Phil 1.
6. Being confident of this ve-
ry thing, that he which hath
begun a jyood wo'k in you,
will perform it until the day
of Jesus Christ. -

Il ¢ 2Tim.2.19. Never-
theless the foundation of God
standeth sure, having this
seal, the Lord knoweth them
that are his. jer 31.3. The
Lord hath appeared of old
unto me, saying yea, [have
loved thee with an creriast-
ing leyve ; therefore, withlo-
ving kindness have I drawn
thee. 1 Pet: 1- 5. Who are
kept by the pawer of God
through f«ith unto salvation,
rexdy ‘o be revealed in the

last tinic,

d1John 2. 1. My little
chiidren these things write
1 unto you, that y= sin not.
And if any man sin. we have
an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous.

e H ' b.7. 25. Whercfore
he is ublc also to save them
to the uttermust that come
unto God by him, seeing he
ever L:veth to make interces-
sion forthem. Heb. 10, 10,
14. By the which will. wc
are sanctified through the
offering of the bodyof Jasus
Christ once for all.. For by
one offering he hath perfeo-
ted forever -them' that are

. sarctifi=d.

f John 14. 16,17. And 1}
wiil pray the Father, and bho
shall give you another com-
forter, that he may abide
with you forever, even the
spiritof truth, whom the
world cannot receive, bz«
cause it seeth him not, nei-
ther knoweth him; but ye
kr.ow him; forhe dwellet
with you, and shall be in
yoia. 1.John 3. 9. Whosoe«
ver i8 born of God, doth not
commit sin ; for his seed re-

“maipeth i him, and he can:

not sin, because L2 is haro
God.
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Lrace g
tain )y and infallibility

'THE CONFESBION OF FAITH, ,
: From all which arise th also the ces-
thereof %

]

fH. Aitlough there are examples in'the 0ld.

g Jor 53240 Aerd I'will
@k aneverfasting covenant
with  hem, that T will nct
turn away from them, to do
them gocd: but 1T will put
my farin heir hearts, that
th.y -ha'l pot depart from
me with Heb. 8 10. Heb.
10 36 17.

h Jbi7 9. The righteons
alsc «ir. It told on bis way ;
snt he ¢t athiathe!  *haids
sha 12
ev .17. 21 22. T .utthey
a'l m.y be oa¢; usithon, Fa.
ther, art in me, and Lin thee;
thar they 2180 may bz one in
ur; th-tthe world may be-
ficve that thou hast scit me.
And the glory which thou

PONZEr af... stronge-

gavest me 1 have given them;
that they m.y b= one, even
as we are one. 1 John 2. 19
They went cut from us. but
they were not of us: fo=if
they had been of us, they
would n» doubt have ¢ ntin-
ed wi hus; but rHEY WENT
ovT, that they migh: " te
m:de maaifest, that they
wc:e not allcfus. 2 Thess.
3. 3. But the Lord is faithful,
who shall establish yuu, and
k-~ep you from evﬂ Sce also
Zeph. 3 17 M=z, 5.6, Num.
23. 19. Rum. 5 10. 2Cor
1. 21, 22 Juhn 4. 14 Psal.
94 14. Psal 12 5. John 17.
12. T Cor. 1. 8.9

*Nore—This doctrine, aithough it is certainly

cuy.ported by most inconrestidle proof from Gad’s
vo-d, as well as by the reason and nature of the uni-
on between Chrisy and his people. yet like all oth-
sr wruths, it has been, and wnay be perverted. The
idex of eternai justfication and consequent perse-
verance 13 unscriptural ; the wey perseverance is
insisted on, by some Preachers in connection with
the preceding rarts of 1heir sermons, is certainly
dangerous. LExample ; first preach a svperficial
cxperiencey then make a great many more allowan-
ces for weakness’s and wickedness, stumbling, styay-
ing, &c. than God’s word admits, then press [perse--
verance and you have the formalist or hypocrite con-
grmed.

Ou ihe other hand, press the decirine of final a-
-postacy if the creature decs not so aad so, making.
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-Hestament of food men having exieginusly
sinned, and some of them continuing (4r a tiine
therein ¢ 3 yet now since life and immortality
arc brouglht clearer to light by the gosp| jo
and 1“;]“‘(‘!&")’, since the effusion of the [loly-
Ghost an the day of Pentecost k ; we may not
expect the true christian to fall into such gross
sing l. Nevertheless, they. may through the

SR

IN1.i2Sam. 12. 9,13, i4. j2 Tim, 1. 10. %
Luke 24. 49 Acts 2. 4. lActs 17. 30, 31. Mat.
1. 11

the perseverance of the creature. depend chiefly up-
on his doings, you raise in the mmd of the unregen-
erate professor 3 the fear of hell,.as an high ox:tice
mefnt to duty, cothirin him in his legality, prepare
his mind indirectly, at Jeast to say glory to I, for
his perseverance, set'les him down ina- self confi-
den', und deplurable situation. What God’s word -
bath joined together. let not his minig!try pat asun-
der. Bur first let them give,a clesr dcfinite de-
scription of the new birth, and then let them press
the doc'rine of heart and practicai holipess as the
sa:¢ conseguence (% For by their fruit ye shall know
them” ) and daily evidences (not the cause) of  that
zracious state which will insure their final persc-
verance.

U hen this tive and comfortable doctrine, will not
be perve-ted, neither will it have a tendency to li-
centiousness in him. ¢ whom .he love of Christ con-
straineth,’” or the real christian : no, he serves. and”’
desires to serve God. with more zeal, and from
pure evangelicai principles , still laying the fawn-
dation in ‘ns own mind, and cherishing the mmmple
of .ascribing a/l the glory 1o Gud for his cunversiom,
his perseverance,and bis fmal sad cumplets re-
dems plien, . _ '
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temptations ot »atan, the world and the {lesh,
the neglect of the means of grace, fall into sin
and incur God’s displeasure, and gricve his Ho-
Iy =pirit m ; come to be deprived of spme mea-
sure of their graces and comforts, and have
their consciences wound: d : but the real chris-
tian can never rest sa tistied therein.

m Eph. 4.30. Rev. 2. 4,

CHAP. XVIIL

OF THE ASSURANCE OF GRACE AND
- SALVATION:,

LTHOUGH hypocrites, and other unrege-
{W nerate men, may vainly deceive them-
stlves with false hopes and carnal presumptions
of beiug tn thie favor of God and estate of sal-
vation ¢ ;3 which hope of theirs shall perishd : -
yet such as truiy beiieve in the Lord Jesus, and
love Lim in sincerity,endeavoring to walk n all
good conscience hefore him, may in this life be
~certainly assurcd that they are in a state of
grace ¢ and may rejoice in the hope of the glo- |
v of Gad 5 which hope shall never make them
ashamed d. _

§i. 'f his certainly is not a bare conjectural
and probakie prrsuasion, grounded upon a faili-
bie hope ¢ 3 but an infaliible assurance of faith,

I. a Job 8. 1¢. Deut. 29 19, John 8 41. & Mat.
7.22. 25, Job 8. 18. ¢ 1 Jehrn 2 3. 1 .chn 5
13- 1 John3 14.18,19, 2}, 34. d Rcm. 5. 2, 4

il ¢ eb. 6. 11, 19—
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founded upon the divine truth of the promises
of salvation f. the invard evidence of those
araces unto which these promiscs are made g,
the testimeny of the Spirit ol adoption witness-
ing with our spirits that we are the children of
Ged 4 : wineh-spirit is the carnest of our inhe.
r:tance, whereby we arc sealed to the day of re-
demption t.

1. This infallible assurance doti not so be-
long to the essence of faith, but that a teue be-
licver may wait long, and conflict with many
difficulties before he be -partaker in it k: Yet,
being enabled by the Spirit to know the things
which are freely given him of God, -he wmay,
without extraordinary revelation, in the right
vee of-ordinary means, attain thereunto L. And
thereinre it is the duty of every one, to give all
diligence to miake his calling and clection sure
m ; that thereby his heart may be enlarged in
peace and joy in. the Holy Ghest, in love and
thankfulness to God, and in strength and cheer-
fulncss in the duaties of ob('dxﬂu e, the proper
Afruits of this assurance n : So far is it from in-
clining men to looscness o, | |

IV. True belic vers may have the assurance
.of their salvation divers ways shaken, dimin-
ished and intermitted; as, by negligence in pre-
serving of it, by tahm e into some special sin,

t Heh. 6.17, 18. g 2Pt 1.4 5 10,11 1 J~in 3. 14.
1John2 '3 and 2Cor 1-12. ‘h Kom 8 15, 16. i Eph.1.
“13, 14. 2. LCop 1.21, 22. _

I11. k Tsa 50. 10. 1 Jokn 5,13. Sce Psal. 88 through-
out, and Pral. 77 to the 13 verse. '1Cor, 2. 12. 1 John 4.

13. H- 0 6.11,12 Eph 3. 17,18,19 m 2 Pet. 1. 10.
n R 51, ~,5 Rom. i4. 37 Rom. 15 13. Paal 119.
32 Pa46,7. Ephl3 083:&612 Tit. 2. i,

12, 14,

-
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which woundaeth the conscience, and grieveth
the spirit 5 by some sudden or vehement temp-
tation ; h) God's withdiawing the heht of his
countenance, and sufivving even such as fear
him to walk in dariness and to have no lightp :
Yet are they never uttorly destitute of that secd
of God, and life of f.uth,tlmt love o 'mwt and
the brethren, that sincerity of hear®pnd con-
science of duty, out of which, by the operation
of the Spivit, this assurance may in due time be
revived ¢o and by the which, in the mean time,
they are supported from utter despair 7.

1V. p Cant* 5, 92,3.6 Ps:'.51.8,12. 14 Eph. 4. 36.
P..i 77 first 10 verses, and M. 26, 69 70. 71 72.
Poao 51 220 P .ol 85 thrau, hour, and Isa. 5). 1C g IJ’»hn
2.8 Lake 27 52. Jobh.13. 15 Psa 75 15 Paal 51, &,
1. with. J4u.50. 10. r Micah.7 7,8 9. lsa. 54 7,8

CHAP. XIX.
OF THE LAV OF GOD.

q*! OD gaveto Adam a law, as a covenant o
| IS (H'I\S, by- which he bound him and all his
posterity to personal, entire, exact and perpetu-
al ohedicnce 5 promised life upon the fulfilling,
and ﬂu‘catened deathvupony the breach of it:
and enducd him with power ard abilily to keep
it ¢,

1I. This law, after his fall, continued to be a
perfect vule of righteousness ; and, as such.
was delivered by God upan msunt Sizai in ter

1 a Gen. 1. 26. Gen 2. 17. Rom 2. 14 13

‘Rom. 6. 5. Rom. 5. 12, 19, Gai. 2. 17, 12, Jsccl
12, Job 28. 2.
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G‘)mmand i ll.t )7’ 4';Hll t\Xi[t {1 i" two tdbl(s b s
the four firsg commandments containing our Qu—
ty towards God, and the other six our duty,uto
man c.

L[, Beside thns law, conmonly calied mm'»t!,,
God was pleased o give to the people of Fsruel,
as a church under age. ceremonial laws, cmn
tyining severa typical ordwnances, par tlz‘
worship, perfiguring Christ, his graces, acly: ms,
sufferings and benefits d; and partly holding ith
divers insteactiops of moral deti-ge. Al waich
ceremonial laws are now abrogated under the

new testament f. »

" IV. ‘Lo them also, as a body politic, he gave
sundry judicial daws, which expured togetier
with the state of that people, not obhgm;, any
other, now, further thamn the general cquity
thereof may. vequire g.

Y. The moral ldw doth for ever hind ail, as
well justified persons as others, to the obedicnce
‘thereot L 3 and that not only 1n regard of the
matter contained in i, but alse in respect of the
-authority of God the creator who gave it<.
Neither doth Ciwrist in the gospel any way dis-
-solve, hut much strengthen, this obligation k.
V1. Althoygh true behu ers be nut under the

II b Jam.1.25. Jam 2 8, 10, 11,12 Rumwe. 3, 19.
rem 15 8,9 Deut 5 32, and chap. 10. 4. Exod. 54. 1.
c Mt 22.37 38.:9,49 Ex:d. 20 3to 18

IIl. d Heb. 10. 1 Gal. 4 1+ 2, 3. Col. 2.17 Heh.9th
chap. el Cor.5.7. 2Cor.6 17. £ Col. 2 14, 16, 17.
B, h. 2.15,16

IV. g - ¢ Ex»d. 21 chap. and 22d ohap. 1st t» the 29th
verse Geo 49 10. Mat 5.38,39. 1Cor. 9.8, 9, 1C.

V hidem i3.3,9 Seeabaveirlgech 100042 &,
4 7,8 Rom . )1 wd 6. 13 1 Jam 2. .0, Il See i
Muerb. k Mat.s. 18,19, J.m. 9.8, RKom. 3w 3%

g
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"law as 2 envonant of works, to be thereby  justi-
fiti or condenmed 5 yet is 1t of great use to
them, as well as to others ;in that. as a rule of
Lit=. mforming them of the wsll of Cod and their
diity, it directs and binds them to walk accor-
:ln!g:ly m 3 discovering also the sinful poliutions
. of their nature, hearts and lives n ; so as, exam-
lmﬁz.j; themscelves thereby, they may come to fur-
ther conviction of, huniliation for, and hatred
‘against 8in o jtogether with a clearer sight of
the need they havo of Christ, and the perfectiun
cf his obedicnce p. It is likewise of use to the
rsencrate, to restrain their corruptions ; in that
it favbids sin ¢ ; and the threatenings of it serve -
to shew what even their sins deserve, and what
afilictions in this lifc they miay expect for tiem,
-although freed from the curse thereof threatened
in the faw . The promises of it, in like man-
ner. shew thiem God’s approbatioh of obedience,
and what blessings they may expect upon the
pertormance thereof s atthough not as  due to
them by the law as a covenant of works i ; so
as a man’s doing good, and refraining from evil
because the law encourageth to the one, and de-
terreth from the other, is no cvidence of his be-
ing under the law, and not under grace <.
VIL. Neither are the aforementioned uses of
the law contrarvy to the grace of the gospel, but

ol

VI | Rom 6. 14. rom 8 1. Gal 4.4, 5. Acts 13. 39.
mu m. 7.12, 22, 25. Psal. 119.5. . 1Co .7.19- Gul. 5.
14, 18, 19 20, 21 ¥2, *3. nRom 7. 7 =xom. 3. 20.
anesn. 7 94,24, pGal 3.24 mrom. 8. 3,4 rom. 7.
24, 25. qJm 2 1L Psal. 119, 128. r Ezr: 9. 13, 14.
P. 1 89. 50. 31 32,33, 34. ;s Psat. 37, 11. Pasl. 19 11
Lev 36 4o th. 14thvers |, andEph 6 2. Mat. 5 5. - Gal,
2.16. vr m.6.12.14. Heb 12, 28,29, 1Pet.3, 8, 9,
30, 11, 12, Psal. 34. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16.




‘ PYIY, CONVESSINN OF FATPW, %3

/ do sweetly comply with it w 3 the spirit of Christ
gabdningz and enabling the will of man to do-
that freely and cheerfully. which the will of Gody-
revealed i the law, requireth to be done x.

L X ]

Vil wGil.3 2. Tit. 2 11, 12, 13, 14 x Exk 36
97. Heb.8,10. Je..51 35.

P_ﬂ ’,.’
CHAP. XX. |

OF CHRISTIAN LIBERTY, AND LIBERTY'
OF CONSCIENCE.

HE liberty which Christ hath purchased.

for believers under the gospel consist in'
their freedom from the guilt of sin, the condem-
ning wrath of God, the curse of the moral lawa g
and in their being dehverea Z- .. ubis present e-
vil world, bondage toSatan, and dominion of sin
b, from the evil of afftictions, the sting of death,
the victory of the grave, and everlasting
damnation ¢ ; as als" in thclr free access to God d,
and their yleldmg obedience unto him, not out
of slavish fear ¢, but 2 child-like love, ‘and a
willing mind. All which were common also to
believers under the Iaw f ; but undér- the new
testament, the liberty of Christians -is furthep
cnlarged in their freedom from the yoke of the
ceremonial law, to which'the Jewish ¢hurch was
subjected g, and in-greater beldness- of access

I aTit.2 14 Gal 3 13. b Gal. 1 4 Acts 26. 18.
xom. 6 14 cP.ugl. 119. 71. 1 or. 15. 54, 55. 56 57.
noMm 8.1 drm.5 2 cRom.8 14, 15 1 Juun 4.
£ Gl 3. 19, 14. g Gal. 5.1, Acts 15,10, 11, Gal. 4. l,‘g.

B
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to the thirone of grace Lo and in fuil r commwus.
nications of the free spirit of f:od, than believa
crs under the law did ordinarily partake of i,

tI. God aloneis Lord of the conscience k,
and hath leftit free from the doctrines and rom-
*mandments of men which are in any thing con-
.trary to his word, or beside it. in matters of
faith or worship &2 So that to believe such doc-
trines,or to obey such commandmentsout of con-
science, is to betray true liberty of conscience m3 .
and the requivinig of an implicit faith, and abso-
* lute and blind obedience is to destroy liberty of
conscience, and reason also n.,

111, T'hey who, upon pretence of Christian:
Tiberty, do practise any sin, or cherish any lust,
do thereby destroy the end of Christian hberty ;-
which is, that, being delivered out of the hands.
of our enemies, we might serve the Lord with-
out fear. in holiness and rightcousness before.
him. all the days of our life o.

IV. And because the powers which Ged hath.
ordained, and the liberty which Christ hath
purchased, arc not intended by God to destroy,
but mutually to upheld and preserve one ano-
ther ; they who, upon pretence of Christian li-
berty, shall oppose any lawful power, or the
law(ul cvercise of it, whether it be civil or eccle-

h .Y 4 14.16. Heb. 10 19, 20, i John 7.38,39. 2
Cee. 3 13 17,18
H.kRm 14.4. 1 Acts419. Acis5 29.1Caor 7 23.
Mat. 23. 8,9, i0. 2Cor. 1.24. Mat 15 9.° m Col. 2 20,
72,25 Gai.1.10. Gal 2 4 See Gal 5. 1. nIsa 8. 20.
Acs17 11 Johud 22, Secealso Hos 5 11. with Rev:
Ciel13, 16 17. | a
I  Gal 5§ 13. 1Pet. 2,16, Luke 1. 74,75, 2 Pefl-
%N Jubn 8 24,
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giastical, ros st e erdinance of Godp. And
for their nwlishimg of sach spintms, or main-
tining of sach pra-tices, as are contrary to the
light of nature or to the known principles of
Christianity. whether concerning faith, worship
or conversation : or to the power of godhiness 3
or such erronrous-opinions or practices, as eith-
cr, in their own nature, or in the manner of’
publishing or maintaining them are d structive
tn the external peace and order which Christ hathy
established in the charch ¢ ; they may lawfully
be called to account, and proceeded against by
the censurcs of the church 7.

Y. plPet. 2. 13,14 16 Heb 13.17. Rom 138 B,
toth- 8 hverse. quom.1. 32. 1 Cor. 5.1, 5. 1%, 13,
n 3 Thess. 3 14. Ti. 3. 10.

CHAP. XXI.

OF RELIGIOUS WORSHIP AND THE 84B--

BAT-DAY.

HE light »f nature sheweth that there is &
God, who hath lordship and sovereignty
over all ; is good, and doeth good unte all a,
But the acceptable way of worshipping the true
God is instituted by himnself, and so limited by
his own revealed will, that he may not be wor-
shipped according to the imaginations and devi-
ces of men, or the suggestions of Satan, under
any visible representation or any other way no#
prescribed in the holy scriptures b.

L arom. 1.20. b Deut. 12. 32. Mat.15,9. Mat.4 9,
™. mec also D-ut. 15.t0 the 20th ver.and Exod. 0. 4, 5,6.
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II. Religious worshipis to be given to God,
the Father, Son and Heoly Ghest 3 and to him -
alone ¢ : nor to angels. saints or any other crea-
ture d : and since the fall not without a medi-
ator ; nor in the mediation of any other - but of-
Christ alonee.

[1l. Prayer with thanksgiving, being  one:
special part ol eeligious worshipf, is by God re- -
quircd of all men g 5 and, that it may be accept-
ed. it is to be made in the name of the Son A, by
the Lielp of his Sp:rit 9, accoygling to his will k&,
with understanding, reverence, humility, fer-
veney, faith, love and perseverance [; and if
vocal, in a known tongue m,

1V. Prayer is to be made for things lawful n,
and for all sorts of men ‘living 05 but not for.
the dead p. nor for those of whom it may be
known that they have sinned -the sin- unto
death q. |

V. Thereading of the = riptures with godly
fear r 3 the sound preaching s, and consciona--
ble hearing of the word, in- obedience unto

1l ¢ John 5.23. 2.Cor. 13 14. Mat. 4. 10. Rev..
5. 11,12, 13. d Col 3.:8. Rev. 19.10. Rom. 1,
35. eJohn14.6. 1 Tim 2 5. Eph.2 18

[11. FPhil. 4 6. g Psal. 65. 2. 4 John 14. 13, 14
i Rom. 8.26- k | John5. 14, [/ Psal. 47 7. Heb,

12. 28. Gen. 18 27. Jam. 5 16 Lph.6 18 Jam,.
1 6 7. Mark 11 24. Mat, 6. 12. 14, 5. Col. 4. 2.
n 1 Cor 14. 14. -

V.2t John5 14. 01 Tim, 2. 1,2 f1 2 Sam,
12. 2%, 22. 23. Luke 16, 25,26. Rev. 14 13. ¢}
Yohn 5. 16. |

V*' ' QC‘S 15. 2‘- Re"o l- 3- Y, ] 2 Timc 4; 2.—"
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Fod, with anderstandinz, faith and reverence ¢35
ginging of psal ns vith zrace in the heart v;
as also, the d:ae administration and worthy re-
ceiving of the sacraments istitut -4 hy Christ ;
are all pirts of the srdinary religious worship
of fvod w : bes:des religious oaths r, and vo-vs
g, sofemn fastings =, and thanksgiving upm
sp-cial occasions a 3 which are in theit s rveral
trnes and seasons, to be used in an holy and re-
Yiginus manner b.

VL. Neither prayer nor any other part of re-
ligious worship, is n)w, undr the goispel, ei-
ther tied unto, or made more acceptable by any
place in which it is prrforqzd, or towards which
it is directed ¢ : but Gd is to be worshipp:d
cvery where d in spirit and in truthe ;a: in
private families f daily g, and in secre %t cach
one by himself 4, so more solemnly in the pub-
lic assemblies, which are not carelessly - or wil-
fully to be neglected or forsaken, when God, by
his word or pr ovidence, calleth thereunto .

VIIL. As it is of the law of nature, that, im
general, a due proportion of time be set apart
forthe worship of God ;so0, in his werd, by a
positive, moral and perpvtual cominandme:nt,
binding all men in all ages, he hath particular-

t Jam. 1 22. Acts 10. 33. Hebd. 4. 2. Mat. 13. 19,
v Col. 3. 16 LEph.5.12. Jam 5. 13. @w Mar. 28 19,
Acm2 42. 1 Cor. ll. 23, t0 29. x D.ut 6. 13.
y ccl. 5 4 5 Acts'18.18. z Jrel2 12. Mat 9.
15 1.Cor.7.5. a Psal. 1C7. & Heb. 12. 28.
Vi.c Johr: 4. 21, d Mal. 1.11. 1 Tim. 2. 8.
eJ v 4. 23, 24, fJer. 10.25. Job 1. 5. 2 Sam. 6.
18 20.gM. .6 11.J05.24.15 A Va..6 6 E ). 8.
48, 7)sa.56 7. Heb. 10. 25. Prov. 8. 34. Acus 2 .62.
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ly wppoint-d one day in seven for a Sabbath, fe
be Kept holy unto him k& : which, from tie be-
ginnimgof the world to the resurrection of Christ
was the 1ast day ot the week 5 and. from the
resuprvection of Christ, was changed into the
first day of the week §, which i scripture is
cill d the Lord®s day m, and is to be continued
to the end of the world, as the christian Sab-
Bath n.

V111, "This Sabbath is then kept holy uuto
the Lord, when wmen. after @ due preparng Hf
their hearts, and ordering of their common f-
fairs beforehand, do not only observe an holy
rest all the day from their own works, words,
an: thoughts, about their wordly employm-ns
and recreations o ; but also are taken up the
whole tine in the puhlic and private excrcises
of his worship, and in the duties of necessity
and mercy p.

Vili. k See the 4th commandment in Exod. 20.
8,9, 10, 11. Isa 56.2, 4, 6 {Gen. 2. 3. 1Car.

16 1,2 Acs20 7. m Rev. 1. 10 n Lxod. 20. §,
10 “la.5 17,18,

Vi:I.o Eixod 16. 23,25, 2€, 29, 30 Exod 31.
15. 16. ls.. 58. 13. Neh. 1315, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21,
~92, 2 1sa. 58. 13 Mat. 12 1o 13.

CilAP. XXIIL
OF LAVFUL 0ATHS AND VOWS.

Lawful oath is a part of religious wor-
ship @, wherein upon just occagion, #ie
—

1. a@eut.1J. 30.
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person swearing, solemnly calleth Goil to  wit-
ness what he asserteth o proauseth 5 and  to

judge him according to the truth or falschood

of what lie sweareth b.

Il. 'The name of God only i3 that by which
men ought to swear, and therein it is to be used
with all holy fear and reverence ¢ : therefore to
swear vainful or rashly by that glorious and
dreadful name, or to swear at all by any other
thing, is sinful, and to be abhorred d.  Yet as,
in matters of weight and moment, an oath is
warranted by the word of God, under the new
testament, as well as under the old e, so a law-
ful oath being, imposed by lawful authority,
in such matters ought to be taken f.

[1I. Whosoever taketh an oath ought duly
to consider the weightiness of so solemn an act,
and therein to avouch nothing but what he is

fully persuaded is the truth g. Neither may . -

any man bind himself by oath to any thing but
what is good and just, and what he believeth so
to be, and what he is able and resolved to per-
form i,  Yet it is a sinto refuse an oath touch-
ing any thing that is good and just, being impo-
sed by lawful authority i.

IV. Anoath is to be takenin the plain and
common sensc of the wopds, without equivora-
tion or mental resepvation k. It cannot oblige
to sin ; but in any thing not sinful, being taken,

20!.2 b Exod. 20.7. Lev.19.12- 2Cor.1.23. 2Chr.n. 6.
- &)

Il c Deut.6.13 dJer.5 7. Jam. 5.12. Exod. 20 7.
¢ Heb 6 16 Isa 65 16. {1 Kings 8 31. Ezra 10 5.

HL g Jer. 4 ? Exod 20.7 h Gen. 24,2, 5, 2. i Numb.
$.13,21 Neh. 5 12,

JIV.k Psal.24. 4. Jer. 4 2.let g-—~
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it binds to porformance, although to a man’s
own kurt 2 nor s it to be violated, althougle
made to hereticks or infidels m.

V. A vow is of the like nature with a prowis-
sury oiath, und vught to be made with the like
rel gious care, and to be per formed with the like
furthfutness n.

¥ 1. It is not to be made to any creature, but
1o Ged alone o : and that it may be accepted, it
18 o be made voluntarily, out of faith and con-
Sc:en. e of duty, in way of thankfulness for mer-
cy received. or for obtaming of what we want ;
Wherchy we mote strictly bind ourselyes to ne-
cessary duties, or to other things, so far and so
long as they may fitly conduce thereunto p.

\ It. Noman may vow to do any thing for-
bidden in the word of God, or what weuld hin-
der any duty therein commanded, or which is
net in bis own power, and for the performance
wiiereof he hath mo promise or ability from
Gad g.  In whichrespects, popish monastical
vows of perpetual single life, professed poverty,
and regular obedience, are se far from being
dogrees of higher perfection, that they are su-
pe rstitious and sinful snares, in which no chris-
tian may cntengle himself 7,

S —— a——

- Psai. 15, 4. } Sam. 25. 22. 52, 33, 34. m Ezek.
17. -6 18 19. Joah. 9. 18, 19. 2 San: 21

V.n ls2. 19, 21. Eccl. 5. 4, 5, 6. Psal 66. 13,
14. Ps.l. 61. 8,

V1 o0 P:al. 76. 11, Jer 44 25. 36. 7 Deut. 28.
21, 23. I’sal. 60. 14. Gen 28. 20, 21. 22. 1 Sam.
1.11 Ps:1. :182.2. 3, 4. 5.

Vil. ¢ Acis 23. 12, Mark 6. 26. Num, 30, 5,8,
1,13, »1Cor 7.2,9, 43,
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CHAP. XXIIL

OF THE CIVIL MAGISTRATE.

4 OD, the supreme Lord and King of all the

A worid, hath ordained civil magistrates to
be under him over the people, for hisown glo-
ry and the public good. and to this end, hath
armed them w:th the power of the sword, for
the defence and encouragement of them that are
good. and for the punistinent of evl-doers a.

[I. Ttis lawful for Christians to accept and
cxecute the ofhce of a magistrate, when callrd
thereunto b 5 in the managing whereof, as they
ought especially to maintain prety, justice and
prace, according to the wholesome laws of cach
commonwealth ¢, so, for that end, they may
Jawfully, now under the new testament, wage
war upon just and necessary orcasions d.

I1I. Civil magistrates wmay not assunc to
themsclves the ad inistration of the word and
sacraments e 5 or the power of the keys of tae
kingdom of heaven f: or. inthe least, interf. re
in matters of faith g, Yet as nursing fathers,
it i1s the duty of civil magistrates to protect the
church of our common Lord, without giving the
preference to any deaomination of Christizns
above the rest in such a manner, that all eccle-

I s HEm. 13 1,3 4 1Pet.2.15.14

IT bP oy 8 15,16 Neelet.a. ¢ Peal. 82. 3, 4 £
Sam 23 3 -1Pet 2 13 d Luke 3. 14 M:t 8 9. 10.
Ac« 10. 1,2 Rom 13 4.

IE e .Chron.26. 18. £ M.t 16 *8,19. 1 Cor. 4 1, 2"
‘ JObn 180 06. Mal- 2- 'v Act. 5. 29."‘"
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siastical persons whatever shall enjoy the full,
frec, and unquestioned liberty of discharg:ing
every part ol their sacred functions, without
violence or danger b, And, as Jisus Christ
haily appointed a regular government and dis-
cipiine in his church, no law of any commmen-
wealth should interfere with, let, or hinder, the
due exercise theveof, among the volunt:iry mein-
bers of any denomination of Christians, accor-
cing to their own profcssion and belief i Lt is
the duly of civil magistrates to protect five per-
son and good name of all their people, in such
au effectual mauner asthat no person be suffi-p-
ed, cithér upon pretence of religion er o hifi-
delity, to offer any indiguity, violence, abuse or
injury to any other person whatsoever: and to
take opder, that all religious and ccclesiastical
asscmblics De Leld without meolestation or  dis-
turbance k.

IV, Itis the duty of the people to pray for
magistrates L to hogor their persons ni, to pay
them tmbute and other dues i, to obey their law--
ful commmands, and to be subject to their au-
therity, tor conseicnce sake o, Infidelity op
difl rence in religiony doth not make void  the
nagistrate’s just and legal authority, nor freg
the people irow their due obecicnce to m p :
fron: wlhich ecclesiast'cal persous are not ex-
cn:pted ¢ 3 nouch less bath the Rope any power
——
al, 49,23, 7 Psal. 105 15, Acts 18. .14;-
'5 a large £ 2Sam. 23. 3. 1 Lun. 2. and 2,

at !l‘!ge- R(lm. 13 4o a‘ ]Hl‘ge.
Vo2t 1im. 1.2, =) Per.2. 17. nRom. l'S«

6,7 ¢ Rim 13 5. 1it. 3 1. £ 1, Pet. 2. 15314, 16..
v Rom. 13. 1, Acie 2519 11,
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or jurisdiction over them in thete dominions, or
ever anyof their people 5 and b-ast of all to de-
prive them of their dominions or hives, if he
shall judge them to be hereticks, oer wpon any
other pretence whatsoever r,

e AR———

2 Thess. 2.4 Rev 13. 15 16.17. 18,

C€HAP. XX1V.

OF MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE.

,1 ARRIAGE is to be between one nan and
D' one woman ; neither is it law(ul fur any
wan to have more than one wife, nor for any
woman to have more than one husband at the
same time a.

Il. Marriage was-ordained for the mutual
help of busband and wife b 5 for the increase of
mankind with a legitimate issue, and of the
church with an holy seced ¢ 5 and for preventing,

. of uncleanness d.

It1. It is lawful for all sorts of people to marv-
ry who are ¢bie with judgment to give their
consent ¢; yetitis the duty of Christians to
marry only in the Lord £ And. therefore, such
as profess the true reformed religion should n.
marry with infid-ls, papists, or other idolaters ;
neither should sucs as are godly be un-qually
yoked. by marrying witi such as are notorious-
Iy wicked m their life, or maintain dammable
heresies g.

‘- a ! C”ro 7 20 h’ark lo 6. 7.
M.#Gen. 2. 130 cMal 2.15.d1Cor 7.9 &
Hi.el "im. 4.3 Gen. 24 57,58. /1 Cor, 7.

39, £ 0. 34 14, txa. 84 16 2 Cyr. 6. 14, 1

Kings 14, 4. Neh. i3, 35, 26,27,
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v, Mai'r:.xgc ooght not t be within the de-
grees of consanguin .ty or affivaty foladdew im
the word & 3 nor can such incestiusus nvarr ge
g aever be wade lawful by any law «f man, .p
consent of parties. so as those p rsons may i ve
tugether. as man snd wite i 'The man vy not
mairy an) of his wiie’s kindrd nearerin hloood
than he micy of Lis own, nor the woman ot hep
hushand’s nearcr in blos than of her own &

V. Adultery or formeation, committed aftep
a contract, being detected by fore marriage. gi-
veth just occasion, to the innocent party. to .
dissolve that contract L. Im the case of adulte-
ry alter marnage. it is lawful for the innocent
portv to suc out a divorce m, and atter the di-
vorce to marry another, as 1l the off. nding par-
ty were dead n.

V1. Although the corruptinn of man be such
as is apt to stedy arguments, unduiy to put a-
sundcer those whow God hatl jnined together in
nisrriage 35 yet nothing but adultery, or suchy
wilful desertion as can no way be remed.eé by
the church or crvil ma e;lstruto, is cause suffici-

eut of dissolving the bond of marrviage e: where-
in 2 public and orderly course of pmce-z ding is
to be observed ;3 and the persons concerned in
it, not left to their own wills and discretion in

their own case p.

IV hlevi18ch 1Cor.5.1 i Mak G.18 Lev. 1&
24, 5,56, 27 <8 k Lev. 20. 19, 20. 21

V M.t 13819 9 mBe 5 31 32. r Mat 19
9 tm7.23

¥i. o Mat 19.8, 1 Cor. 7. 15, Mat,i9 6 pFEzra. 1.5
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CHAP. XXV.
OF THE CHUARCH.

HE Catholic or universal clhurch, which

is invisible, consists of the whole number
af the elect, that have been, are, or shall be ga-
thered into one, under Christ the head thereof s
and is the spouse, the body, the fulness of him
that filleth all in all a.

[1. 'The visibl: church, which is also eatholic
or universal under the gospel, (not confined to
oii* nation as before under the law) consists of
all those throughout the world, that profess the
true retigion b, together with their children ¢ ;
and is the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ d,
the house and family of God e

(1. U nto tius catholic visible church, Christ,
hath given the ministry, oracles, and ordinan-
ces of God, for the gath:ring and perfecting of
the samnts, 1 this life, to tae end ot the world :
an'l doth by his own presence and Spirit, ac-
cording to his promise, make them effectual
tkereunto g.

IV. This cathoiic church hath been some-
times more, sometimes less, visible & And par-
ticular churches, which are inembers thercof,
are more or less pure, according as the doc-

1 a Eph 1.10, 22,23. Col. 1 18. Eph. 5. 23, £7.52.

1i. b 1 Cor. 1.5. 1 Con. 12. 12,13, Ps:1. 2. 8. Rom. 15 9,
10. 11,12, ¢c1Cor. 7. 14. G:4.17.7 Rom 11 16, Gall
3.7.9 4Rom4 4 Mat 15 47 Isa. 9.7. eEph2

A9 k-3 15 P-ov 29 :8

UL g Epi. 4 11,12, 13 Isa. 59. 21 Mat. 28. 19, 20.
IV.h Rum. 11. 0,4- Rev. 12,6, 14, Acts 9. ol -~
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trine of t ¢ gaspel is wught and «abraced, or-
dinaces admmistered, an:i public worship per-
furmed more or less purely in them i.

V. The purest churches under heaven are
subject both to mixture and errork : and some
have so degencrated, as to become no churches
of Christ. but synagcgues of Satan {. Nevyer-
theless, there shail be always a church on earth,
to worship Ged according to his will m.

VL 'T'here is no othey head of the church but
the Lord Josus Christ n.  Nor can the Pope of
Rome, in any sense be head thereof 5 but is that.
anti-christ, that man of sin, and son of perdi-
aon. that exalteth himself, mm the church, a-
gainst Christ, and all that is called God o.

—. 1 Cor. 5.6,7. Rerv. 2d and 3d ciapters.

Y « 1Cor ' 12. M t.13. .4, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 350,
47 ‘' Rev.18 2 Dum. 11. 18,19, 20,21, 22. m Mat. 16.
i0. Psxl 102 .8. Muat. 28. 19, 20.

VI - Co. 1. 18 Epi. 1. 22. o Mat.25.8,5,10. 2 Thes
1.2,3,4,8,9.

CHAP. XXVIL
OF 1HE COMMUNION OF SAINTS-

LL saints that are united to Jesus Christ

£, their head, by lus Spirit and by faith, have
fellows hip with him in  his graces, sufferings,
death, resurrection and glorya : and, being
united to one another in love, they have com-
munian in cach others gifts and graces b, and
are obliged to the peviormance of such duties,

Lo Jhal.3 &ph 16, 17, 18, 19. Jeun 1. 1C.

Pai.3.10. b Eph.4.15, 16,
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public and private, as do conduce to their mu-
tual good, both in the inward and ouiward
man c.

It. Saints, by profession, are bound to main-
tain an holy fellowship and comaunion in the
worship of God, and in performing such other
spiritual services as tewd to their mutual edifi-
cation d : as also i relieving each other in out-
ward things, accoprding to their sceveral abili-
ties and necessities.  Which communion, as
God offereth opportunity. 1s to be extended un-
to all those wha, in every place, call upon the
name ofthe Lord Jesus e

HI. This communion waich the saints havo
® with Christ, doth not make themn in any wise

- partakers of the substdance of his god-head, ov
to be equal with Christ in any respect : either
of which to affirm, is imjivus and blasphe-
mous f.  Nor doth their communion one will
another, s saints, take away, or infrince the
title or property which ecachman hatl, i his
goods and possessions g,

S p———

r1Thess. 5 11, 14. Gal 7.10. T John 3. 16, 17, 18.

11 dHeb :0.24 25 Acts2 42,46 Is.i.2 3 1Uor.
110 el joln 3.17- Acts 1L 29, 30. 2 Cor. 8 anl9
ch ters

ITL. f Col 1 18,19, 1. Cor.8.6, Psal. 45. 7. 1 T.a.
6.16. g Acisi. 4.

CHAP. XXVIL
OF TUL SACRAMENTS.

ACRAMENTS arc holy signs and seals of
the covenant of grace ¢, immediately in-

Juitem. 4. 11, Gen. 17.7.
X
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st tuted hy God 4y to ropresent « hirist and his
henelits 5 and to confirm our mterest in him ¢
as also to put a visible diffirence between those
that belong unto the church, and the rest of the
world d ; and solemnly to engage them to the
cervice of God in Christ, according to his
word c.

k1. 'Thereisin every sacrament a spiritual
reiatien, or sacramental union, between the sign
and tie thing signified 5 whence it comes to
Pass, that the names and the effects of the one,
are attribut-d to the other f.

lil. ‘U'he grace which is exhibited in, or by
the sacraments, rightly used, is not conferred
by any powerin them; neither doth the eflicacy
of « sucramcnt depend upon the piety or inten-
tion ot him that dotn administer it g, but upon
the work of the spirvit 4, and the word of insti-
tution, which contains, together with a precept
authorising the use thercof, a promise of benetit
to worthy vecervers i.

iV. There be only two sacraments ordained
b Claist otr Lord in the gospel, that is to say,
b sprism and tae supper of the Lord ;neither
of which may be dispensed by any, but by a
minister of the wor dy lawfuily ordained k.

V. The sacraments of the old testament, in
regard of the spiritual things thereby significd

b Mat28 19. 1Cer 11.23. ¢1Cor. 10. 16 1 Cor-
11. .5 .6 G=-:.3.27 dLExod.12:28. 1Cor 5.2i. ¢ Rom-
63 4 1 Cer 10 16

11 iGen 17 10, Mat26 7,98, Tit. 3.5,

1INl ¢ Rom. 2. €8 79. le NS B h I\Lt. 3.11 1
Ci:. lf?. 18. i;‘fat 26. 27, 28. M:¢ 28. 19, C0.

IV Kk Mat. 28.19. 1 Cer. 11,20, 25, 1Coi. 4. 1. Heb.
5. 4.
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and exhibited, were, for substance, the same as
those with the new [,

AnmiR— S

V.11Cor.10.1,2,3,4. 1Cor.5 7. 8. ¥

m_

CHAP. XXVILi.

OF BAPTISIM,

APTISM is a sacrament of the new test

tament, ordained by Jesus Christ a. n
only for the solesmn admission of the pprty bap-
tized imto the visible chuarch b4 but also 10 be un-
to-him a sign and Pl of the covenant of
grace ¢, of his ingraftihg into Christ d, of re-
generation e, of rennssion of sinsf, and of his
giving up unto God, through jesus Christ, to
walk in newness oflife g : winch sacrament. is
by Chrggi’s own appointment, to be continucd
in hischdrgh until the end of thégworld 4.

I1. The dgutward cleiment to B used in  this
sacrament 18 waterggvherewivh the party is to
be baptized in the :n%:e of the Father, and of
the Sun, and of the Haly vhost, by a minister
of the gospel, lawfully called thereunto i,

L1, Dipping oi the person inty the water is
not necessary ; but baptisn s rightly adininis-
teved by pouring, or spriniling water, upon the
person k.

CE—— —mm——

I +Mat.28 19 Mat. 16 16. b1 Chr. I12.13. Gal 3.
27 8. cRoym 4 1{ Coi2 11, 12 d Gal. 317. Kom.
29 eTit.3 5 “Acts 2 33 Mark1.4 Acts 22. 16.
*m 6 3 4 b M=t 2819, 20,

I 1 acts 10 47. At 8 € 38 Mat 28 19

A1k Acis 2.41, Acts 16,33, Mak7.4. Heb: 9, 16,
19’ 20- 21. ’

o o
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IV. Not only these that do actually profess.
faith in, and obedienee unto Christl, but ulso
the infants, of one or both believing parents are
to be bapiized m.

Y. Although it be a great sin to contemn or
neglect thus o dinance n, yet grace and salvation
are not so inseparably annexed unto it, as that
no person can be regencrated or saved without-
it 0, or that all that arc baptized are, undoubt-
edly, regenerated p.

V1. '1 he cfficacy of baptism is not tied to that=
mormn: nt oftime wherein it is administered q
vet notwighstanding by the right use of this or--
dinance? the grace protised is not only offered,
but really exhibited and confered by the Holy
Ghost,

v11. The sacrament of baptism is but once
‘o be administered, to any person ; there being -
no example for the repct tion of (Jhmsttan bap-
'ism. .

1V. 1 Mark 16. 15,16. Acts 8 87. m Gen. 17 7. 9°
Gel. 83.9,14. Col 2 11, 12, Roan 4 11,712 Acts 2. 38.39.
Acta 16,15 23. 1 Cor. 7 14. Mat. $8.19. Matk 10 13,.
14 15.16. Luke 18- 15

V. n Luke 7 50 Exod. 4.24, 2:.96. o Rom. 4, 1L..
A:810.2, 4,22. 531, 45,47. p Acts 8. 13, 23.

VI. q John 3. 5, 8.

CHAY. XXIX.

OF ThE LORIYS SUPPER.

UR Lord Jesus, in the night wherein he
was Letruyed, instituted the sacrament of .
Lis bady cnd blood, called the Lord’s Suppcer, to
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Be observed in kis church, unto the eud of the
world, for the perpetual remembrance of the sa-
crifice*of himself in his death, the scaling atl
benefits thereof unto true believers, their spiri-
tual nourishment and growth in him. their fu-
ther engagement in, and to all duties which they
owe unto him, and to be a bond and pledge of
their communion with him, and with each oth-
er, as members of his mystical body a.

II. In this sacrament Christ is not offgred up
to his Father, nor any real sacrifice ugnde at all
for remission of sing- of the quick or deagl b, bout
only a commemoration of that once ollggiyg up-
of himself, by himself, upon the crosgg smce for
all, and a spirituaal obiation of ail ﬁble praise
unto God for the same ¢ ; so thypthe Popish sa-
crifice ol the mass, as they call tt, s most ahom- -
inably injurious to Christ’s one only sacrifice,-
the alone propitiation for all the sins of the e--
lect, and of the whele world d.

L. 'The Lord Jesus hath; in this ordinance,-
appointed his ministers to declave his word of
institution to the people, to pray, and bless the
ciements of hread and wine, and thereby to set
them apart frem a comm:n, to an -holy us:;
and to take and break the bread, to take the cups
and (they cominunicating also thems lves,) to
give both to the coumuricants ¢ 3 but to none
who are not then present in the congregation f.

121-1 2 1 Cor. 11 25, 24, 25, 26. 1 Cor. 10 15.17, 21. 1 Cor.
. J.
1I. bHeb 9. 22,25, 26,.8 ¢ Mat. 26 6° 27 Lake
2%, 19.20 d Heb 7 23,34,27. Heb. 10 11,12,14 18,
HL « See theirstitutio .. Mat. 26 26,97.98. ™ark 14..
22.25,94  buke 92,15, ¢0.204d 1 Cor. 11.23,t0 27. fAers
@7, lCor 1L 20
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V. DPrvale aasses, or receiving this sacra-
ment by a priest or any other alotie g5 as |- ke-
wis the denial of the cup to the peopis L 2 wor-
shipping the ciements, the lifting theimn up, or
carrying them about for adoration, and the re-
sevving them for any pretended rehgious ase s
are all contrary to the nature of this sacrawment,
and to the institution of Christ 2.

V. The outward elements, i this sacrament,
duly set apart to the uses ordained by Chiist,
have nch relation to nim crucitied, as that
truly, yet sasramentally only, they are some-

i-u-8 called by the name of the things they re-
pres-nt, to wit, the body and bload of Christ k& 5
hovever in substance and nature, they still re-
main tealy, and only, bread and wine, as they
were before L

VI. That doctrine which maintains a change-
of the substance of bread and wine into th sub-
stance of Christ’s body and bleod (commonly
called transubistantiation®) by cons-cration of a
Fricst. or by any other way, isrepugnant, not
to scripture alone, hut eveon to common sense
and reason ; overthroweth the nature of the sa-
crament 3 and iath been, and is the cause of
manifold superstitions, yea, of gross idola-
trics m.

g, ' Bocause there is not the least appearance of a war-
“rar fhoeany of these things, either i procept or exam . g,
in 2vy part ovthe word of God.  3ee all tie places in wiich
the vidina. ce is mentioned——he most impsrtant of which
are cned above. 1 Mat 15.9
V. k M.t.26.26,27,28. . {Cor. 11 26 27.
VI. m Acts3. 2L 1Ca 11240 5 Lux- 4.6 39.

- .

* I'ie Svnod also rejects tne docuine of consub-
stanuailon.




ol DN

THE CONFESSION OF FATTH. €3

VII. Worthy receivers, outwardly partaking
of the visible elements in thus sacrament n, do
thon also inwardly by faith, really and ind-«d,
yei not carnally and corporally. but spi 1tualdy,
reccive and feed upon Christ cracified, and ail
benefits of his death : the body «nd bluod of
Ci:isi b ing then notcorporaliy or carnadly in,
witly or und: rthe brvad and wine 5 yot as veally,
but spiritually, present to tie farih of believers
in that ordinance, as the elements themselves
are, to their outward senseso.

VI Although ignoraut and wicked men re-
ceive the outward cleinents in this sacrament,
yet they receive not the thing signtiied thareby ;
but by their unworthy coming thereunto are
guwlty ofthe body and blood of the Lord, to their
own damnation. Wherefore all ignorant and
ungodiy perscns. as they are unfit to enjoy com-
nitizon with nim, so are they unworthy of. the
Lord’s table, and cannot, without great sim a-
gainst Christ, while they remaiu such, partake

of these holy mysteries p, or be admitted there-
unto q.

VIi a1Cor. 11 23 1Cyw.57.8. 21 CH.10 3,4 i6.
Vil pt Cor 1! 27,29 20076, it 15 id 1 or,
10. 2. q1 Cor. 5 6,7, 15. 2 Tz 3 6 14,15, Mat. 7.6.

CHAP. XXX,
OF CHURCII CE.NSURES.

HE Lord Jesus, as king and head of his
cuurciy, hath therein appomtf'd a govera-
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~ment in the hand ofchurch officers, distinct from
the civil magistrate a. :
i1. "T'o these uflicers the keys of the kingdom
of heaven are committed, by virtue whercof they
have power respectively to retainand remitsins,
to shut that kingdom against the impenitent,
both by the word and censures ; and to open it
unto penitent sinners, by the ministry of the
gospel, anid by absolution from censures, as oc-
casion shall require b.

ILL. Church censures are necessary for the
reclaiming and gaining of offending brethren ;
for deterring of others from like offences ; for
purging out of that leaven which might infect
the whole lump ; for vindicating thc honor of
Christ, and the holy profession of the gospel ;
and f(or preventing the wrath of God, which
mightjustly fall upen the church, :f they should
suffir this covenant. and the seals th: reof, tobe
profaned by notorious and obstinate offenders c.

[V. Forthe better attaiming of these cnds, the
officers of the church are to proceed by admon-
ition, suspension from the sacrament of the
Lord’s supper for aseason, and by excominu-
nicatiou trom the church, according to the na-
turce of the crime, and demerit of the person d.

A GasR——

I.a Isa.9.6,7 1 Tun.5.17. 1 Thess, 3. 12,
1 Cor. 2 28. P-ul 2.6 7,8,9. Jjohn 8. <6.

1. & Mat. 16. 19, Mat. 18, 17, 18. Johin 20. 21,
2,23. 2 Cor 2.6,7. 8.

11I.c¢ 1 Cor. 5.1 Tm. 5.20. Mat.7.6. 1 Tim.
1.20. Inde 23. 1 Cor. U1. 27,

IV d | Thess. 5. 12. 2 Thess 3.6, 14. 1 Cor.
5.4, 5, 13. Mai 18, 17. T 3. 10.
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Curl. XXX

OF SYN0ODS AND COTNCILS.

OR the better government and furthey o:di-

! fication of the church, there ought to bo
such asstmblics as are co naaly called synods
or councits a : and it belonzg th tH the overseers
anl other rulors of the particular chur-hes. by
virtue of their office, and the pawer which Christ
hath given them for edification, and oot for des-
tiuctiom to appoaiat such asseamblies b 5 and to
convene together in them, as often as they shall
judge it expedient for the good of the churche.

[I. [t belongeth to synnds and counciis, min-
istertally, to deterinine controversies of {aithi,
an:d cases of conscienee 5 to set down rules and
directions for the hetter ordering of the public
worship of Ged. and government o? lus church ;
to receive compiaints in cases of mud-adeninis-
stration, and authoritativeiy to determine the
same : which decrees and determinations, if con-
sonant to the word of God, are to be received
with revercnce and submission, notouly for their
agreement with the word. but also for the pow-
er wharehy they are made, as heingan ordinance
of (xed. appoint-d thereunto m his word d.

IIL. All synods or councils since the apostles®
times, wh-ther general or particular, may crr,
and many have crred ; therefore they are not to

I. = Acte ls. 246 b Acts 15. ¢ Arers 15 22, 23, 25.
“‘II. 1Az 16 4 Acws 15 15, 19, 24, 27, 28, 49, 30, 31.
~al 19077, 15, 19, 20.

K
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e made the rule of faith or practice, but to be
usea as an b lp i both e,

} V. Synads and councils are to handle or con-
aiude nothing, but that which is ecclesiastical :
and are not to interineddle with civil affaies,
witich concern the commonwealtiy, unless by way
of humble petition, in cases extraordinary ; or
by way of advice for sati~faction of couscience,
Al they be thereunto required by the civil ma-
gistrate f,

P l—

IIl. e Acts 1711, T Cor. 2 5. 2 Cor. 1. 24. Eph. 2. 20.
iV. f Lake 12,13 14 Jo'w 18 36. |

CHAP. XXX!T.

Of the State of Man after Death. and of
the Resurrection from the Dead.

7" HI bodies of men, aftef death, return te
£ dust, and see corruption a 3 but their souls,
(which neither die nor sleep) having an immr-
tal subsistence, immediately veturn to God who
gave them b ‘Phe souls of the righteous, being
then made perfect mm holiness, are reccived into
t1:c highest heavens, where they behold the face
of Ged in hght and glovy, waiting for the futl
red mption uf thewr bodivs ¢ : wud the souls of
the- wicked are cast into hell, where they rerain
in torments, and utter darkness, reserved to
the judgment of the greatday d. Besides those

GRS coptuta—

. 1319 ctal15 36 biae 93 42 Ec' s 12,
7. el h12 25 P 123 1Jn 3.2 2001‘.5.1,6,
¥, d Luke 16° 23,24, Jude ver. 6, 7.
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two places torsoulss porated trom their bodies,
the scripture acknowirdg: th none,

1. At the last dav, such as are found alive
shall not die, but be chang-d e : And all the dead
shall be raiged up with tae self’ same bodies, and
none other, although  with different qualities,
which shall be united again to their souls for-
ever [ |

[LL. The bodies of the unjust shall, by the
power of Christ, be ra:sed to dishonor 5 the bod-
ies of the just. by b s Spirit, unto hongr. and be
made conformable to his own glorious body g.

e, sortmm——

II. e 1 Theee 4 17. 1 Cor. 15 51, 52. f Joh 19. 26. .

1Cor 15.42, 43 44
INI. g Acts .4 15. John 5 28,79 P,il. 3. 1.

=

CHAP. XXXIII.

OF THE LAST JUDGMENT,

"4 OD hath #ppointed a day, wherein he will

R judge the world in righteousness by Jesug -
Christ 4. to whom all power and judgment ig
given of the Father 5. In which duy, not only
the apostate angels shall be judged ¢ ; it likes
wise all persons. that have lived upon earth,
ghall appear before the tribunal of ClLrist, tao
give an account of their thoughts, words and
deeds o and to peceive according to what they
have dome in the body. whether good or evil (.

IL. The end of God’s appointing this day ig

. eome—

[ \ets 17.31 hJ ha522 27 ¢ 1Cor, 6 3 Ji'e,
v. 6 2Fct. 2 4 d2Cor 510 Eeces 1, 14

Rom. 2. 16. Rum.14. 10, 13. Mai 1% 36, 37.
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for the mandlistation of the glory of Fis mercey,

1t the eternal salvation of the believer e ; and
oi Ivis justice, in the dannation of the reprobate,

w oare wicked and disobedient /. For then
shioli the righteous go into cverlasting life. and
reccive that fulness of Joy and refreshing which

ahall con:e fron: tl.e presence of the Lord g : But.

the wicked, who know not Ged, and olxy not
the gospel of Jesus Christ, shall be cust into e-
ternal torments, and ke punished with everlas-

ting destruction from the presence of'the Lord, .

and frum the glory of his power h.
115, As Chrst would have us te be certainly -

p(‘rsu:am'd that there shali be a day of judgment, .

both to deter all nen from sin, and fer the grea-
t( r consolation of the godlyin their adversity 12

So will ke have that day unknown to men, ihat
tlny may shake off all carnat security, and be
always watchful, because they know not at what
kcur the Lord will come 5 and mray be ever pre-

pared tosay. Come, LordJcsus,comequickly A, .

Aiven, .

11 e Met.©5.21 fRem:-2.56 2 Thesr. 1.7 8 Rom,
Q00 pM:at. 5.1 32,53.34. Acta 3.19° 27Thess. 1,
7. hiMa 25.41,46. 2 he-s1 9 Ixa G6 24.

M 2Pt 211,34 2Cer.5 11 2Tness 1.5. 6 K
Luk-21 97,97 kM1 14.06 42 43,44 Mnklil 5

58, 57. Lukel*" 35, o0~ Mev.22. 20y
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CATECHISH,
RﬁTIf‘IEl) AND ADOPTED
BY THE .
SYNOD OF CUMBERLAND,
e 5 @55 05—

Question 1. ‘7 H ATV is the chief end of man @
- canswer. Man's chief end-
is. to glorify God. and to enjoy him forever.
Q. 2. it rule hath ol given to direct ue -
ki we man glovify and exjoy him 2?
A. The word of God which 18 contained in -
the seriptures of the old and new testauents, is -
the only rule to direct us how we may glor'y
and enjoy him,
Q. 3. What dothe scriptures principally teacl:
A. The scriptures principally teachy, what
man is to believe concerning God,and what cu-
ty God requires of man.
Q. 4. hhat is God 2
A. Gaod is a Spirit. infinite, eternal, and un. .
changeable in his being, wisdom, powner, hoiis-
ness, justice, ganddaess wnd trath.
Q. 5 JArethere more Go. s than ene 2 |
~A. There is but one vuty, the hving and taue-
(xed, )
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Q. 6. How many pevsons are there in the God-
head ?

A. 'T'here are three porsonsin the Godhead ;
the Father, the Yo and the Holy Ghost 5 and
these three are one God, the same in substance,
equalin power and glory. ,

Q. 7. What are the decrees of God 2

A. The decrees o7 God arve his purpose,
whereby, according to the counsel of his own
will, he hath fore-ordained 8o bring to pass
what shall be for his own glefy—sin not being
for Qod’s glovy ; thercfore he hath not de-
creed it. '

Q. 8. How doth God execute his decrees ?

A. God executetli his decrees in the works of
ercation anid proyidence.

Q. 9. ¥ hat is the work of creution ?

A. The wark of creation is, Gol’s making
al!l things of nothing, by the word of his power,
in the space of «ix days, and all very good.

Q. 10. Hvw uid Gid create man 2

A. God created man male and female, after
his own image, in knowlcdge, righteousness and
holiness, with dominion over the creatares,

Q t1. Wiat are Gou’s works of procivence ?

A. God’s works of providence are, his most
hely. wise, and powerful preserving and gover-
nirg all lus creatures, and overruling all thdir
actons.

Q. 12. What specral act of providence did God
exercise toward wan in the estute wherein he
was createu ?

A. When God had created man, he eatered
into a cevenant of kife with: hin.. upon conditton
of perfoct obedience 3 forbidding him to eat of .

-
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the tree of knowledg.: of goal und evil, upon
pain »f dath.

il our first purents continue in the es-
tate »oherein they were created 2

A. thur first pareuts, being left to the frredom
of their own will, fell from the estate wherein
thev we re(roat(’d by simning a""unst God.

Q. 1i. Phatis sin 2

A. Sin s any want of cenformity unto, or
transgression of the law of God.

. 15. Wit was tke sin whereb: y our first
pments fell from the eslate wherein they were
created ? *

a. The sin whereby our first parents ﬁ'lf
from tie estate wherein they were created, was
tieir coveting and eating the forbidden frut.

Q. 16. Diiall manki- ) fail in Adam’s first
transgression 2

A. The covenant being made with Adam, not
only for himself, but for his posterity, ail inan-
kind descending from him by ordinary gencra-
tiou, sinned in him, and fell with o in his
first transgr ssion,

Q. 7. Tuto what estate dud thc fall bring man-
find. ?

\. The fall brought mankind into an estate
ef stn and wuasery.

Q. 18. iFLerein cousists the sinfulness of that
estate whereinln man fell 2 :

A Uihe sinfalness of that estate, whereinto
man felly consists in Jdan’s fiist sin, the want
of nriginal righteousness, and the corruption of
his wiole nature, which is comwonly called ori-
ginal sin 5 tog ther with all actual trapsgres-

« sions which procecd from it,

. Y
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0. 19. Whetis the nuisc, ot st ett-te where-
wic v el 2

A, i mankind by Gicir T, lost comnmunion

with Geode arc under hos wrath and curse, and
s0 n;ace liai'e to all the miseries of this life,
to death dis . ang to the pains of hell for ever.

Q. 20. L Goil leare all-mankind to peiish in
the estate of sin and isery 2

A. No; Gad, out of i's mere good pleasure
and lave, did provide salvation for all mankind,
by giving his son to make an atancment for
the:m, that he that believeth should not p“rxsh,
but have etevnal life,

Q. 21, Who islle redeemer cf God’s clect or
true be'iever ?

A. 'The only redecmer of God’s clect or true
‘believer. is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, being
“the eternal son of God, becaine man, and so
was and continucth to be God and man in two
distinct natures, and one pecson for ever.

Q. 22. Hrw cud Christ, being the Son of Gad,
‘become wen ?

A. Christ. the Son of (zod, beeame man, by
“taking to himself a true body. and a reasonable
soul, beiug conceived by the power of the Huoly
¢ hest, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, and
Lern of hore yet without sin.

Q. 5. What sfices doth Christ execute as our
redeenmer ?

A. Coyist. as our redeemer, executeth the of-
fices of a prophet, of a pricst, and of a Fing,
t:th in his estate of humiliation and exaita-
‘t.(l'l.

Q 24. Tfow rlotn Christ execute the office of a
z‘”o"’eﬂi 2

A. Christ c..*.\:sfrv,f;c_:f.,'n the otiice of 2 propuet, ip




THE CATECHISM. re
revealine to us, by ins word and Sgirit, the wy
of il o »ur salvaton,

Q. 25. How doth Carust execute the ofice +f @
pricst 2 .

A. Christ executeth the office of a priesi, in
his once off-ring aup himself a sacrifice to sais-
fy divine justic, and reconcile us to (xod, and
malsng continual mteveession Tor us.

Q. 26. fow Woth Christ execute the 0fice of
kin- 2 |

A. Christ executeth the office of a king in sul-
duing us to hauself, in ruling. and deteadniz us,
and in resteaining and conqucring all Lis and
ouk cnemes.
Q. 27. Hhercin did Chnist’s hunuliztion con-

B sist 2

A" Christ’s humiliation consisted in his be-
ing born, and that in 4 low condition. made un-
der the law, undergoing the nmuseries of this
life, the wrath of Goed, and the cursed death of
tire cross; in being buried, and conlinumg un-
der the power ef death for a fime,

Q. <8. kriierein consisieifr Chrsts exaltalion 2

A Unrist’s exaltation consisteth in his rising
again from the dead on the third day, in ascein-
ing upinto .ecaven, in sitiing at the rigiit haad
of God the Fatiier, and in coming to judge the
worid at the last day.,

(). 29. How are w: made pariake.s of the re-
gempiron purchased by Clirist 2

A We ave made pariakers of the redeinption
purcliased by Chvist. by the avpiication of'it to
us by Ins Holy Spint.

Q 50. Yiew doth the Spirit apply to us the re-
geiplion jairchasea oy Chiist?

L
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4. 'T'Ee Spirit appit ta to s the redemption
purchased by Clhist, by worhing fatl s us,
and therety umting us to Christ by the effectu-
al werking of his power.,

€. 31 Rhatis the work of the Spirit?

. The work of Gud’s Spirit,is the convin-
cing us of oursin andmisery. enlightening cur
minds in the knowledge of ( hrist, and rencwittg
oui willy, he doth parsuade and enable us to -
brace Jesus Christ,y freery effered to us in the
gospel, -

(¢. 32. What benefits do they partake of :n ths
life thit are united to Christ 2

vio They that are united to Christ do in this
life partake of justification. adeption, sénctii-
("~! av, and the several bonefits which in tlis
life do cither acconpany or flow from them.

Q. 33. Whetis ju stification 2

A. Justification is an act of God’s free grace,
wherein he p.-.m‘(meth all our sins, and accepteth
u- =5 1ighteous in his sight. only for the righie-
ovsness of Christ i :uted to us, and received by
faith alone.

. o&. #'hatis edoption ?

<ic Avoptiomis anact of Ged’s free grace
wherehy we are received into the number, n"d
hove aught to all the rivileges, of the sons of
God.

Q. 85. Whatis sanctification 2

J. Sanctification is the werk of God’s free
Frace. where by we are rencwed in the whoie
wen after the image of Ged, and are enabied
neie spd more to die unto sin, and live unto
Tigh: uspesq,

Cpo 36, M aut are the besefits which in this ife
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140 AcCOMPan’! ur yivw jroal Jusiyicalion, aaoption,
ang sanct:fic: o

A, T benefits which in®this life do accom-
pany-or flow from justidication, adoptions and
sanclification, are, assurance of God’s love,
peace of conscience, joy :n the Holy Ghost, in-
crease of grace, and persevergnce therein to the
cnd.

Q. 37. What benefits do believers receive
fromn Christ at their death 2

4. 'The souls of believers are at their death
made perfect in holiness. and do immediately
pass into glary ; and thew badies, being still u-
nited to Christ, do rest in their graves till the
resurrection.

Q. 38. Whatbenefits dobelicvers receive from
Christ at the resurrection ?

4. At the resurrection, believers, being rais-
ed up to glory, shall be openly acknowledged
and acqu-tted in the day of judgment, and made
p riectly blessed in the fuil enj :ying of God to
all eternity.

Q- 39. What i3 the duty which God requircth
of man?

A. The duty which God requireth of man, is
ob-dience to his revealed will.

Y. 0. What did God at first reveal to man
for the rule of hus obedience ?

d. ‘Therule which God at first reyealed to
man, for his obedicrce, was the moral law.

U 4t. Whereinis the moral law summarily
comprehended ?

4. the moral law is summarily comprehen-
d-d in the ton co:umandments.

Q- 12. \What s the suin of the ten conwnand-
facnts ¢ '



TG THE CATFCTISM,
The sur ot o vn eon oudinents s, 'To

dove the Lovd cur God with .\H ous b art, v .th
all our soul with all our strengtin, and with all
oue wind 3 dnd our neighbowr as ourselves,

Q.43. Wlut is tiae praface to the ten coms-
mandments ?

4. The preface to the ten commandments is
&n these words, | amthe Lord thy Gud, which
broug!:t th: e out of the land of Lgyp:, and out
of the house ¢f bondage.

Q.4+ What doth the preface to the ten com-
mandments teach us 2
4 The preface to the ten commavdments
tcacheth us, tat because God is the Lord, and
our God, and i.cdeenier; therefore we are bound
to Keep all his commandments,

Q. 45. Which isthe first commandment ?

A. The firt commaendment is, 'Thou shalé
have no other Gods before e,

Q. 16. W hat is required in the first command-
mnt ?

The first commandment requircth us to
Eviw, and acknowlodge Gud to be the only true
Godaand our God 5 and to wership and gionfy
Lim ace rdingly.

2. +7 M LEats forbidden in the first com-
l‘.‘um(lmmt Z

. Vhiefirst commrandment  forbiddcth {he
dcn) ing, or ot worshipping aml glorifving ti-e
true God, os God. and cur God s and the Living
tet \\m.,...p atd glory to any ot‘w s which s
die to Lim alone,

Q. 48. What are we specially taught by these
words (holore me) in the first ce miandient 2

A Flese words (Before me) in the first com~
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mandment, teacn us, o God. who seeth il
th: ios teheth nott e of and s much dis;loas-
e w:th, the st of having any other God.

Q. ¥9. Which is the seeond commundment 2

A. Uhe second commandiment i3, 'Tpou s:ait
nou mae unto thee any graven image, or any
Ik eness of any thing thatis in heaven above, or
ti:atis in tue carth beneath, or that is inthe wa-
ter under the carth 5 thou shalt not bow down
tiry self to them, nor serve them @ For 1the Lord
thy God, am a jealous God, visiting the miquity
of tise f<thers upon the emldien unto the th.ed
and fourth generet on of them that hategne: and
s wingmercy unio thousands of hem that love
m-, and Leepwmy commanda.enis.

Q. 50. What s fequired in the second com-
m:.ndinent ?

A. The second commandment vequireth the
receiving, obsirving and keeping pure and cn-
tire, all such rohigrous worship and ordinances,
as Grad hath appomted i s wor

Q. 51. What is forbidden in the second com-
maadint 2

A. The secord commandment forbiddeth the
wershipping of tvod by immages, or any other
way not appointed io s word, ¢

Q. 32, What are the reasons annexed to the
secand commandinent ?

A. T'he reasons annex:d to the second com
mand:ment are, Giod’s sovereignty over us, his
bropricty in us, and the zeal he hath to his ovw
woirship.,

Q. 55. Which is the third commandment 2

A The thad esmmandwent 18, Fhiou shalt
net take thio name of the Lord thy God in vaun =
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foi the Lord wid wot o him guiltless that ta.
ot ins main gy, Vi,

Q. vd  What 18 vequred i the third com-
 { TR I ITTEN T A

Ao bire third coprmandpy st peguireth the
holy and vevirend use of God’s name, titley, at-
tribules, ordinances, ward and works.

Q. 5a. What s torbidden in the third com-
Manainent ¢ |

A Lhe third commandment forbiddeth all
prolaiaig or abusing any thing wherchy God
makcta Linself known.

Q. 56. Wwhut is the reason annexed¢ to the
thivid compandieent 2

AL The reason annnexed to the third com-
mandisent sy ‘Vhat how wer the breakers of
this conmeundiniont may escape punishment
from w . yerthe Lord our God will not suffer
the:a 10 escipe his pighteous judgment,

Q. 57. Vs hich s the fourth comwandment 2

A. ‘T he fourth comimandment is, Rememiber
the sabbath-day tokecpit holy,  Six days shalt
thou iabor, anddo all thy work 3 but the seventh
day 1~ the sebbath of the Lord thy God @ in it
tiieu shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy sen,
- nor thy daughter, thy mun-servant, nor thy
oatd-servant, notr thy cattle, nor thy stranger
thatis within thy gates. [or in six days the
1. 1d made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
th::t nthem is. and rested the seventh day ;
w! crefore the Lord blessed the sabbath-day, and
h:llowed it.

Q. 58. What is required in the fourth com-
mand:uent?

A. The fourth commandment requiveth the
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keeping holy to rod. sy < ¢ {'neg ad he vl
app cated i s word 5 oxprossly e wimle
day 1n seven, to be a holy saobita 1y heas Al
Q. 59. Which day ofthe seven iaih Fod ape
puinited to be the weekly sabbath ?

A. From the beg.nning of the world te the
" resurrection of Christ, God appbinted the scv-
. euth day of the week to be the weckly sabbata;
and the first day of the week, ever since, toeon=
tinue to the end of the world, which is the Chris-
tian sabbuath, |

Q. 60. How isthesabbath to be sanctified ?

A. the sabbath is to be sancrified by a uly
restingall that day, eves from such woridly
ewployments and recreations as dre fawfhi ot
other days ; and spending the whole time i the
public and private cxercises of God’s worship,
except so much as is to be takenup in the works
of ticetssity and merey.

Q. 61. What is forbidden in the fourth com-
‘mandment?

A. The fourth commandment forbiddeth the
omission or careless performance of the duties |
required, and the profaning the day by idieness,
or doing that which is in: itself sinful, or by un-
necessary thoughts, words or works, about our
woridly empluyments and recreations.

Q 62. What are the reasons annexed to the
fourth commandment ?

A. The reasons anuexed to the fourth chm-
mandment are God’s allowing us six days of the
week for our own employments, his challenging
aspecial propriety of the seventh, his own ex-
‘ampie, and his blessing th- sabhath day.

Q. 63. Which is the fifth commandment 2
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A. The fif b comman ment is, Honor thy
fathor ansotby m ther: that thy days way be
. g upon the land  winch the Lord thy God
givetit thee,

Q. 6% Whatis required m the fifth command-
micut ¢

A. I hefifth commandment requireth the pre-.
scrving tuc honore and  performng the duties
belongmg to every oue i thr several pia::s
and relutions, as su periors. inleriors, or equais,

Q 65. ¥ hat is torbidden in the fifth com-
mandient 2 :

A. 'The fifth commandment forbiddeth the

neglecting ofy or doing any thing against, 1o
honat anc duty which brlmu.,tth to every one in
thowr several places and relations.

Q. 66. W hat is the reason annexed to the fifth
-Oommandnu-m? .

. ‘T'le reason annexed to the fifth command-
m(*nt 1S, a prowmise of long life and prospeity
(w5 far as it shall serve for Gud’s glory. and -
theiv own good) to all such as keep t his com-
wandn. nt.

Q. 67. v hichis the sixth commandment ?

A. The sixth comimandinent is, Thou shait
not kil

Q 68. What is required :n the sixth com-
mandwent ?

. 4 he egixth commandment requireth all
avu' endeavers to preserve our own Life, wnd
tiie I'{e of others. '

¢. 69. What is forbidden in the sixth com-
mamh.wn* ?

A, Yhe s xth commandment  £orbiddeth the
taking away our ¢l cwn lile, or thie hic of eur
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peighbor unjustly, or whatsoever tendeth there-
unto.

Q. 70. What is the seventh commandment 2

A. The seventh commandment is, T'hou shalt
not commit adultery.

Q. 71. What is required in the scventh com-
nrandment ?

A. The seventh commandment requireth the
preservation of our own and our neighbor’s
chastity, in heart, speech and behaviour.

Q. 72. What is forbidden in the seventh com-
mandment ?

A. The seventh commandment forbiddeth all
unchaste thoughts, words and actions.

Q. 78. Which is the eighth commandment ?

A. The eighth commandment is, ‘1 hou shalt
not steal, -

Q 7%. What is required in the cighth come«
mandment ?

A. The cighth commandment requireth the
lawlul procuring and furthering the wealth and
outward estate of ourselves and others.

Q. 75. What is forbidden in the eighth com-
mandment ?

A. The eighth commandment forbiddeth
whatsoever doth, or may, unjustly hinder our
own, or our ncighbor’s weaith or outward es-
tate.

Q. 76. Which is the n'nth commandment ?

A. The ninth cow:mandm:nt is, Thou shalt
not bear false witness against, thy neighbor,

Q. 77. Whatis required in the nminth com-
mandment ? .

A, [he ninth commandment requircth the
maintaining and promoting of truth between
man and man, and of our own and our neigh-

M
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bor’s good name, «speciadly in witness bear-
ing.

Q.78 Whatis furbidden in the ninth com-
mandment ?

A. 'The ninth commandment forbiddeth what-
soever 18 prejudicial to wath, or injurious te
our own, or our neighbor’s good name.

Q. 79. Which is the tenth commandment ?

A. 'The tenth commandment is, Thou shalt
not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not
covetthy neighbor’s wife, nor his man-scrvant,
nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass,
nor any thing that is thy neighbor’s. |

Q. 80. 3 Lat 18 required in the tenth com-
mandment ¢

A. The tenth commandment requireth full
contentiment with our own condition, with a
right and charitable (rame of spirit toward our
ncighbor, and all that is his.

Q 81. W hat is forbidden in the tenth com-
mandment ?

A. The tenth commandment forbiddeth all
discontentiment with our own estate, envying or
grivving at the good of our neighbor, and ali in-
ordinate motions or affections to any thing that
is h.s,

. 82. Is anv man able perfectly to keep- the
mm'al law 2 :

A. No,

Q. 83. Are all transgressions of the law c-
qualiy heinous ?

A. Scenr sins in themselves, and by reason
of several aggravations are more heinoys in
the sight of God than others. |

Q. 84. + bat doth every sin deserve ?

A. kvery sin deseryeth God’s wrath and
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curse, bot! intus hie and tuat which is (e
cone,

Q.85 Whard th G ed require of us, that we
may «6Cape his wrath and curse, due to us for
8iri 2

A. To escape the wrath and curse of Gad,
due to us for sin, Ged requireth of us faith in
Jisus Chnsty tep ntence unto life, with the
diligent use of all tic cutward means whereby ’
( L:rist comsmunicateth to us the bem fits of re-
demption,

Q. 86. What is faith in Jesus Clu'xst ?

A. Faith inJesus Uhristis a saving grace,
whereby we receive and rest upon hLim alone
for salvation, as he is offcred to us in the gos-

el
b Q. 87. W hat is repentance unto life ?
- A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace,
whereby a sinner, out ot the true scnse of his sin,
and apprehiension of the merey of God in Christ,
- doth, with gricf and hatred of siu, turn from it
unto God, with full purpose of and endeavor af-
ter, new obedience.

Q. 88. What are the outward and ordinary
means whereby Christ communicateth to us the
b: neﬁts of redemption ?.

. 'T'he outward and ordinary means. where-
by (,ln ist communicateth to us the benefits of
redemption, are, his ordinances, especially ‘the’
word, sacraments, and prayer.

Q. 89. How is the word made effectual to sal-
vation ¢

A. 'T'he spirit of God maketh the rending, but
especially-the preaching of ti:e word, an eff c-
Emtl means of- wnvmung, and converting sinners,
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and eof building them up in holiness, and comfort
through faith unto salvation.

Q. 96. How 18 the word to be read and heard,
that it may become effectual to salvation ?

A. T'hat the word mey become effectual to
salvation, we must attend thereunto with dili-
gence, preparation, and prayer ; receive it with
farth and love, lay it up in our hearts, and prac-
tice it in our lives, :

Q. 91, How do the sacraments become effee-
tual mears of salvation ?

A. The sacraments become effectual means
of salvation, not from any virtue in them, or in
him that doth adnunister them, but only by the
blessing of (‘hrist, and the working of his spi-
rit in them that by faith receive them.

Q. 92. What is a sacrament ¢

A. A sacrament is an holy ordinance institu-
ted by Christ ; wherein by sensible signs, Cl-rist
and the benefits of the new covenant are repre-
sented. sealed and applied to believers.

Q. 93. Which are the sacraments of the new
testament?

A. The sacraments of the new testament are
baptism and the Loru’s supper.

Q. 9. What is baptism ?

A. Bauptism is a sacrament, wherein the wash-
ing with water, in the name of the Father, and
of the Son. and of the Holy Ghost, doth signify
and seal sur eng afting into ( hrist, and parta-
king of the bendfits of the covenant of grace,
and our engagement to be the Loird’s.

Q. 95. 'I'o whom is baptism to be adm:nisterede

A. Baptism is not to be administered to any
that are out of the visible church, till they pro-
fess thewr farthin Christ, and obedience to higgy

”,
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but the infants of such as are inembers of the
visible church, are to be baptized.

Q. 96. What is the Lord’s supper ¢

A. T'he-Lord's supper is a sacrament. where-
in by giving and receiving bread and wine ac- -
cording to Christ’s appointment, his death is
shewed Lorth 3. and the worthy receivers are,
not after a corporal and carnal manner, but by
faith made partakers of his body and blood,
with all his benelits, to thewr spiritual nourish-
ment and growth in grace,

Q. 97. What is rcquired to the worthy recei-
ving of the Lord’s supper ¢

A. Itis required of them that would worthi-
ly partake of the Lord’s supper, that they cxa -
mine themselves, of their knowledge to discern
the Lord’s body, of their faith to leed upon hun,
of their repentance, love, and new obedience ;
lest coming unworthily, they eat and drink
Judgment to themselves,

Q. 98. Whatis prayer? :

A. Prayeris an off ving up of our desires
unto God, for things agreeable to his will in
the name of Christ, with confession of our sins,
and thankful acknowledgment of his mercies.

Q. 99. What rule hath God given for our di-
rection 1in prayer ?

A. The whole word of God is ¢f use to di-
rect us in prayer, but the special rule of direc-
tion is that form of prayer which Christ taught
hi disciples, commonly called, The Lord’s
Pragyer,

Q. 100. What doth the preface of the Lord’s
prayer teach us ?

A. T'he preface of the Lord’s prayer, which
8, (Qur Father which art in heaven) teacheth
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us to draw pezi 1) God wath all holy reverence
and coniid v . as chiddren to a futhee, able and
ro-dy to Letp us, and that we should pray with
ai d lor others,

Q. 106, What do we pray for in the first pe-
tition ¢

A. In the first petition, which is Hllowe.l be
thoy name y, we pray that God woud enable us
and others to glorify him in all that whereby he
b aketh himsell known, and that he would dis-
pose of all things to s own ghory.

Q. 102. What do we pray for in the second
petitien ?

A. In the second  petit on, which is. ( Thy
kingdon come. ) we pray that Satan’s kingdomn
n.ay be destroy ed, and-that th. kmgdom of grace
may be advanced, oursclves and others brought
mto it, and keptin it, and that the kingdom of
slory may be hastened,

Q. 105, What do we pray forin the third pe-
tition ¢

A. In the third petition, which is, (TLy wilk
Le done on earth as it is in lheaven, ) we pray
that God by his grace would make us able and
w.lling to know, obey, and submit to his will in
all things as the angels do in heaven.

Q. 10, What do we pray for in the fourth
petition 2

A. In the fourth potxtmn. which is, (Give
us this day our duily breed, ) we pray that of
Ged’s free gift wemay receive a con petent por-
tion of the good things of this life, .and enjoy
his blessing with them.

Q. 105. What do we pray for in the. ﬁfth pe-
ytion ?

A lun the fifth petition, which.is, (dnd for-
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gice us our debts. aswe forgice our dehtors, )
we pray that Go:d for Christ’s sake, would free-
ly pardon all our sins, which we are the rathep
encouraged to ask, because by his grace we are
enabled from the heart to forgive others.

Q 106. What do we pray for in the sixth pe-
tation 2

A. In the sixth petition, which is, (Jdnd lead
us not ints temptation, but delvoer us from evil, )
we pray that God would either keep us fromn
being tempted to sin, or support and deliver us
when we are tempted. -

Q. 167. What doth the conclusion of the
Lowd’s prayer teach us ?

A. The conclusion of the Lord’s prayer,
which is, (For thive is the king lom,the powei
and the glory forever. Jmen.) teacheth us to
tuke our encouragement in prayer, from Gaod
oniy, and m our prayers to praise him, ascri-
bing kingdem, power, and, glory to him; and
in testimony of our desire and assurance to be
hiard, we say, JAmei.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS,
EX0ODUS XX.

0D spake all these words, saying, I am
the Lord thy God, which have brought
thiee out of the land of £ gypt, out of the house
of bondage.
L. ‘Vhou shalt have no other gods before me.
II 'Fhou shalt not make unto thee any gra-
ven image, or any hkeness of any thing, that
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is in heaven wlove,or that s in the earth be-
neath, or that is in the water under the carth,
T'hou shalt not bow down thysclf to them, nor
s rve them : For [ the Lord thy (God am a jea-
Ious God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
apon the children unto tue third and fourth goa
neration of them that hate me : and shewing
mercy unto thousands of them that love e, and
keep my commandments.

I1L. Thou shalt not take the name of the
Lord thy God in vain : For the Lord will not
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

IV. Remember the sabbath-day, to keep it
holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all
thy work. But the seventh day isthe sabbath
of the Lord thy God : In it thou shalt not do a-
ny work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughtcr,
tliy man-servant, nor thy mald-servant, nor
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy
gates. For in six days the Lord made hea-
ven and earth. the sea and all thatin them is,
and rested the seventh day: wherefore the
Lord blessed the sabbath-day and hallowed it.

V. Honour thy father and thy mother: that
thy days may be long upon the land which the
Lord thy God giveth thee.

V1. Thou shalt notkill.

VII. 'Thou shalt not commit adultery.

Y1I. Thou <halt not steal.

1X. ‘thou shalt notbear false witness against
thy netghbor

X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s
wife, nor iis man-servant, nor his maid-scr-
vant, nor his ox. nor his ass, nor any thing that
g thy neighbour’s.
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THE LORD‘S PRAYER,
MATTHEW VI

n UR Father which art in heaven, hallowed
| be thy name. ‘ioy kingdom come. I'hy
will be done on ear'h as it is in heavean : Give
us this day our daily broad : And forgive us
our debts as we forgive vur debtors : And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from  e-
vil. For thine is the kazdom, and the power,
and the grory, for ever. amcn,
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INTRODUCTION.

HE Synod of Cumberland, judging it ex-

2 pedient to ascertain and fix the system of
union, and the form of government and discip-
Line of the Cumberviand Presbyterian Church,
in these United States, under tlicir care 3 have
thought proper to lay down, by way of intro-
ducticn. a few of the general principles by
which they have heretofore been governed 3
and which are the greund work of the follow-
ing plan. 'Ths, it 1s hoped, will, in some ;mea-
sure, prevent those rash misconstructions; and
uncandid reflections, which usually proceed
fi-ow an imperfect view of any subject, as well
as make vhe several parts ot the system plainy
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and the whole plan perspicuous and vui;  an-
dersiood.

'The Synod arc unanimowsly of opinion 3

I ‘I'hat ¢ toii alone 1s Lord of the conscienee
¢ and hath left it iree from the doctrine and com-
¢ mandments of men 3 which ave in any thing
¢ contrary to his word, or beside it in matters
¢ of faith or worship :* 1 herefore, they consi-
der the rights of private judgment, in all mat-
ters that respect ecligion, as universal and un-
alienable : L'hey do not even wish to sce any
religious constitution aided by the civil power,
further than may be necessary fur protection
and security, and at the same time equal and
eummon to all others,

1I. That, in perfect consistency with the a-
bove principle of common right, every christian
churcl, or union, or association of particular
. churches, 18 entitled to declare thie terms of ad-
miss:on into ifs communion, and the qualifica-
tions of its ministers and mmemoers, as well as
the whole system of its internat government
waich Christ hath appointed : That, in the ex-
ercise of this right, they may, notwithstanding,
err, in making the terins-of communion eithcr
tov lax ortoo narrow ; yet, even'in this case, .
they do wet in{ringe upon the libewby, or the
rights of others, but only make an improper
use of their own.

Ifl. That our blessed savieur, for the edifi~
cation of the visible church, which is his body,
hath appointed oflicers, not only to preach the
gospel, and edminister the sacraments, but also
to exercise discipline, for the preservation both
of truth and duty : and thatit is incumbent wp- '
on these offisers, and upon the whabdum&,t :
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wiiose name they woty o censare, or east onf,
Lic crroncous and scandalous 5 observing. i 1l
Cuses, the rules contained in the word of God,

LV« ‘T hat truth is in order 10 goodness 5 and
the greater touchstone or truth, its te. deiscy te
1. romote bonness 5 accoramg to our saviour’s
tuley ¢¢ by ther frunts ye shall bnow them ®
And tiat no opimon can be cither more  perine
nicious or more absurd, than that which brimgs
ti uth and faischood upon a level, and repres
senls it as of nu conscuence what a man’s o-
pruons are. On the contrary, they are por-
suaded, that there 15 an mseparable connect on
b: tween foitn and practice, teuth and duty.  O-
toorwise, it wouiu be of no cons-quence  ertier
to dhascover truth, o to embrace it.

V. 1 hat witle under the conviction of the a-
bove principle, they thmk it necessary to make
effectual provision, that all who are admitied
as ‘Teachers, be sound tn the faith 5 they also
Lelieve, that there are truths and torms, with
respect to which men of good characters and
pimciples may diifer ¢ And in al these, they
thik it the duty, both of private christians and
societies, to exercise mutual forbearance tow-
ard cach other.

V1. ‘Luat though the character, quaiifica-
tions, and authority of church oflicers, are Lud
down i the holy scriptures, as well as the pros
P method of ticir investiture amd tnstitution,
3.0 the clection ol Lie persons to  the excrcise
oithits acthority, inany  particular society, is
I that sucitiye

vil. That ali church power, whether exer-
cised by the bsay o gensval, orin the way of
representatiion, vy desgated authority, is onry
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ministeriol ond d ciar e o Lt is o say. ) G
ooy soe plrases aie Gae aaly dade ol Vath asd
mooaners 5 liae s esgrcajuben oy 0aZal e
potend o make iaws, v bind tas conscrence,
10 vietur ol their own aathority 3 and tuat all
tooare decisons suould ve found <1 upon the re-
voted will of God. Now tnoagh ot wil easi y
b sihimided. that all synods and coun ils may
crvicy throagh the frasity nseparable tfrom Lu-
maenily, yet tere s i groater danger, fron
the wurped claun of making laws, than tro.n
tie mgntol ju:g.ag upoa laws already mad.y,
attd coumon to all who profess the gospel 5 al-
tocugh ties righty, as necessity requires i e
present state, ve lodged witis fallibie wen.
Viil. Ladtly, Puavaf e precedimg scriptu-
ral and rational prine ples ve stedfasuy adue-
red to, the vigor and strictis. ss ot ats discipling
will contribute to the giory and tappin. s8 of a.
ny church, >ince eccles:asitcal discipline must
be purely moral or spiritual i its object, and
not attended with any evil effects, 1t can derive
no force whatever, but from 1ts own justice, the
approbation of an mmpartial public, and the
Couitt nance aind blessing ol vt great wead @f
the Uaurcit universals



The. Pud OF GOVERKNMENT,.

CHAP. L

Of the Church.

see L. JI .Si's CHRIESY. who is now exal-

) ted, far above all principality and
pover a, bath erected, in this wovld a king-
dom, which is his church b.

H. "Ulie universal chiureh consists of all 1‘lmse
persons, in every nation, together with th
children, wlho wake proivssion of the holy re h-
gion of Chiists and of sudmission to Lis javws ¢

Lil. As this immense multitude cannot meet
together, in One place, to Lold coramunion, or
to wa"slpp Lo, iLis re 19011:11)’9 and warran-
fed by serijpture exampie, that they should be di-
vided mto inany particular caurches ¢,

1V. A particulay church consists of a num-
ber of professing chwistians, with their off -
shring, volm;*‘wiiy asso-iated together, for di-
vine vorshity, and godly living, agrecably to
the Loiy scriptures e ;3 and subwmiitting to a cer-
tain form of governinent f.

aLm: 1.50, 21, P331 68,18, b Psal. 2.6 Dan. 7. 14.
Eph. 1. 22 2, c Keve 3 9 Acts 2.09 1(4..1 2 2Cor.
9.1.‘5. A Gl 121,32 dev.l 4,70, Rev.2 1 ¢ Acts
2 447 ter 7. 14 Mark 10 14, Mat. 19, 13, 14

Luke 18, 13,16, £1lleh £ 5 Gar 614,
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5. B8

- e ———]

coAp. 1L
Of the Officers of the Church.

UR blessed Lord, at first, collected his
i ¥ church, out of diff-rent nations a, and
formed it into one body b, by the mission of mn
endued with miraculous gifts, which have long
gince ceasedc. The ordinary and perpetuid
ofiicers, in the church are, Bishops or Puase
tors d ; the repres-ntatives of th: prople, usus
ally styled Ruling fulders ¢, and Deacons f.

L )

a Psal- %8 Rw.7 9. bh1Cor 10 17 Eph 4. 16.‘. Cu'l‘.,
18 eM.. 10 1,7, 8 d1Tim, 3.1,2,22.el4im. &
. frhol i1

CHAP. 1L
Of Bishops or Pastors.

HF. pastoral office is the first in the churchy

~ both for dignity and wus-fulness a. The
person who flls this office, hath, in the scrip-
ture, obtained diff‘rent names expressive of his
various dutics. As he has the oversight of the
flock of Christ. he is termed bishop b. As lhe
feeds them with spiritual food, he is termed pas-
torc. As he serves Christ in his church, he 18
termed minister d. As it is his duty to be grave
and prudent, and an example of the flock, and

aidm 1113, b Acts20 i8. cJer. 3. 15. 1 Pet. &
2’ 3) 40 d 1 COI‘.V‘L 10 2001‘0 3- 6.
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to sovern will in tie I wse and kingdom of
Chiristy he 1s tormed presbyter or cldere. As
ko o5 the messenger of God. he is termed the
angzel of the chuvch f. As he is sent to declare
the will of od to sinners, and to beseech themn
to be reconciled to God through Christ, he is
teimed a:nbassador g, And, as he dispenses
the manifold grace of God, and the ordinances
instituted by Christ, he is termed steward of
#he mysteries of God 4.

¢ 1Pet. 5,1 Tit 1.5.1Tim.5.1.17,19. fMal. 2.7.
Rev 2.1, Rev. 1.20. Rev. 3.1 7. g 2Cor. 6. 20. Eptv
€. 29. h Luke 12 42. 1Cor. 4. 1,42.

CHAP. 1V,
Of Ruling Elders.

P ULING elders are properly the represen-
W tatives of the people, chosen by ti:em, for
the purpose of exercising government and dis-
cipiine, in conjunction with pastors or minis-
ters a.  This office has been understood, by a
great part of the protestant reformed churches,
to be designated in the holy scriptures, by the
title of governments ; and of those who rule
well 3 but do not labour in the word and doc-

trine b.

+ 1 Tim. 5.17. Rom. 12.7, 8. Acts 15, 35. b Acts
60 12' -
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CHAP. V.
Of Deacons.

HE scnptnms ckarly pomt out deacons as
, distinct oiticers inthe church 4y whose bu-
aess it is to take care of the popr,.and to dis-
tribute among thein, the callection which may
be.raised for their use &, ‘L'o them alse-may be
properiy committed the managcmwt of the tem-
poral atfairs in the church e.

l’ml 1. 1. lTnm 3 t9 ver. 15 b Acis 6 l 2 ¢ Acts
"’5 3, 5,6
MTERE W

CHAP VI.

Of Ordmances a partwular Cfmrch

ENHE ordinancy, 3, establighed. by Christ the
head, in a particular church, which -is re-
gularly constituted with'its proper officersa, are
prayer b, singing praises ¢, reading d, expoun-
ding and preaching the word of God ¢ ; admin-
isiering baptism and the Lord’s supper f 5 pub-
li¢ solemn tasting and thanksgiving g, catechi-
sing A, makiag cellections for the poor, and o-
ther pious purposes i ; excrcising discipline &
and blessing the people [. |

a 1Cor. 14 26, 33, 40. b Acts 6. 4. 1 Tim. 2. 1.
¢ Gol. 8. 16 I’ai. 9 11. Eph 5 19 Col. 4. 16. gd Acts 15,
12. Luke 14. 16, !7. ¢ Tit. 1.9 7 Acts'10 Acts 28,
23. Luke 24.47 27Tim.4.2. Acts 9. 20. fMat 28. 19,
20. Mark:16 15, 16.. 1 Cor 11. 23, 24.25,26. 1Cor. 10.
16. g Luke 535 Psal.50 40. Phil.4.6. kTim. 2.'1.
b Heb.5.12. i 1Cor.16.1, 2, 3,4. Gal.2 10. k Heb.
13.%7. 1Thes. 5.12.13. | 2 Cor. 13. 14, Eph, 13. 2.

0
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CHAP. VIL

Of Church government and the several kinds
of Judicatories.

-IT is absolutely necessary that the govern-
H - ment of the church, be exercised under some
certain and definite form a ; and we hold it to
be expedient and agreeable to scriptureand the
Ppractice of the primitive christians, that the
church be governed by congregational, presby-
tevial and synodical assemblies. In full con-
sistency with this belief we embraee, in the spi- -
rit of charity, those christians who differ from
us, in opinion or in practice on thesc subjects b.
I1. 'Thes» assemblies ought not to possess any
Civii jurisd:ctiory nor to inflict any civil penals
ti~s ¢ : Their poweris whelly moral or spiritu-
al, 2nd that only ministerial and declarative d.
They possess the right of requiring obedience
to the laws of Christ ; and of exeluding the dis-
obedient and disorderly, from the privileges cf
the Church. To give efliciency, however, to
{his necessary and scriptural authority, they
possess the powers requisite for obtaining evi-
dence and inflicting censure : They can call
Letore them any offender against the order and
government of the church : 'They can require
members of their own society, to appear and
give testimony on the cause ; but the highest
punishigeht to which their authority extends, is

a kzek.43.10,11,12. b Acts 15.5, 6. c Luke 12.13,
14. John 18 36.- d Sce and consult Acts 15, from the 1st
tb the 22d verse. A
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to exclude the contumacious and impenitent,
from the congregation of believers c.

AU ST

e Mat. 18. 15, 16, 17,18, 19, 20. 1 Cor. 5.4. 5.

CHAP. VIIL.

Of the Congregational ./Issembl_z/; or Judca.-
tory, usually styled The Church Session.

NYHE chuvch sessinn consists of the minister,

or ministers a, and clders of a particular

congregation. In a vacant congregation the

clders alone shall form the session when a min-

ister canunot conveniently attend, aund shall be

convened when any two clders shall concuz in
callimg them togetiicr.

II. Tie church se¢ssion is competent to the
spiritual government of the congregation b: For
which purpose, they have power to inquire into
the knowledge and chiistian condact of the mem-
bers of that church ¢ 5 to call before them the
off-nders and witnesses, being members of their
own society, and to introduce witnesses from
other societies or deno:ninatinons, or clsewhere,
when it may be necessary, to bring the process
to issue 5 and, when they can be procured to at-
tend, to admnonish, to rebuke, to suspend, or ¢x-
clude from the sacraments, those who are found
to deserve the censure of the church d ; to con-
cert the best measures for promoting the spiri-
tual interest of the congregation, and to appoint

a 1 Cor. 54. b Heb 13.17. 1Thes, 5.12.13. 1 Tim.
5. 17. clizex. 34.4. d 1Thes.5. 12, 13.- 2 Thes 3. €
14, 15, 1 Cor. 11, g7, 1o theend.
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them in an orderly manner f'5 of examining and
licencing candidates for the gospel ministry g ;
of erdaining, settling, removing, or judging
ministers . ; of examining, and approving or
censuring the records oi the sessions ; of resol-
ving questions of doctrine of discipline, serious-
ly and reasonably proposed i ; of condemming
erroncous opinions, that injure the purity or
prace ot the chuech k 5 of visiting particular
churches, to enquire into their state, and redress
the vvils that may have arisen within them [ 3
of uniting, or dividing congregations, at ti:e re-
qu st of the people ;and of ordering whatever
pertaing to the spiritual concerns of the chur-
ches under their cave m.  And it shall be the
duly ofthe presbyterics to report, to the synod,
licensures, ordinations, the disinissing orreceiv-
ing of members, and the removal of members
by deah.

VL 'TI'he presbytery shall meet on their own
adjournment : and when any emergency shall
require a meeting, soorer than the titne to which
the judicatory stands adjourned, the moderator
shiall, with the concurrence, or at the request of
two wministers and two.clders, the clders being
of different congregations, call a meeting of the -
preshbytery, by a civcular letter sent to every
ininister, and to the session of cvery vacant
cougregation having a rightto send a represen-
tative to the judicatory, in due time previous to
the meeting 3 which time shall be ascortamed
and recorded by each presbytery, and shall not

fActs 18. %4, 9.  Acts 19.1,2,3,4,5,6 7 g 1Tim.
4. 16 At 13 2,3 h Acs15 98 1Cur 5.3. iActs
15 :0 wuabl2.4.5. Lk Acty35 22,20 4 L Acts 2017,
Acis 6 <. Acts 15,30, m Lph,6.18. Phil. 4.6
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be lessthan ten days : and nothing shall be
transacted, at such special meeting, besides the
particular business for which the judicatory has
been thus convened. "

VII. At each meeting of the preshytery, a
sermon shall be delivered, if convenient ; and
every particular session shall be opencd and
concluded with prayer : The roll shall be called,
and the meeting recorded by the clerk, who shall
enter the names of the .mcmbers present, and
also of those mimsters wlo are absent.

CHAP. X.
Of the Synod:cal Asse}'nblya |

HE Synod shall be the hizhest judicatory

of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church ;
and shall repregent, in one body, all the parti-
cular churches, 8f this demamination, until two
thirds of the Preshyterics compnsing said Sy-
nod shall concur with the Synod to constitute
more Synads, or a General Assembly ; and
shall bear the style and title of the Cumberland
Synod of the Cumberland Presbyterian church
in the United States of America. - .

II. 'The Synod shail consist of all the bishops
{or ordained ministers) belonging to the sever-
al presbyteries under their care, with as many
elders from different congregations. That is,
it shall be the duty of ecach minister to bring -
with hum an elder to set in the Synod. i

HI. Any ten or more of thesc members, one
- half of whom shall be ministers, being met, on
the day, and at the place appointed, shall be

i

=
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ton,pebcnt to form a Synod, and to proceed te
business..: | .,

IV. The Synod shall admtt and )udge of ap-
- peals, regularly brought: up:frém the presbyte-
ries ; give their judgiaent on all reforences; or
ecclesiastical cases,-made to them.} to review
the prasbytery - bouks ; tu redress whatev.vr lsas
bcen done by presbyteries contrary to order ;
to take cflectual care that 'presbyteries nbserve
the constitution of ghe church ;to mmake. such
rez:ulatmns for the benefit of their whole body,
and o the presbyteries and churches under theip
care, as shall be agreaabie to the word of God.

V. The Synod shall constitute the bond of
unicn, peace, correspondenee, and mutual con-
fidence, among all our churches.

- V1. To the Synad also belnngs the power of
consultmg, reasoning, and. judging, in..confro-
wersies pspecting: doctrine . and. discipline ; of
reproving, warning, or bearlng testim:ny. a-
gainst crrorn. doctrme, or immporality in prac-
tice, in any-church or presbytery ; of corrcspon-
-ding with other churches, of putling...a step, to
schisinatical contentions and disputations ; and
“in general of .recommending ar1 attempting re-
formation of manners,and of promoting charity,
truth -and holiness, through all. the churches ;
and of erecting new presbyteries when they
Judge it necessary.

Vil. Before any. regulatmus, proposed by the
Synod to be established as standing rules, shall
be obhgatm 'y, on the.churches, it shall,be neces-
sary to transmit them tg .all the pr esbyterles,
and to recgive the returns of at least a majory-
ty .of the presbytevies, in writing, approving
thereof.
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VIII. The Synad shall meet on its own ad-
journment ; have power to compel the atten-
dance of its members, and shall meet at least
once in cvery year; and on the day of meet-
ing, if there be not a quorum to do bLusiness,
those who have attended may adjourn from day
to day until a complete number shall bave inet.
IX. The Synod shall not infringe the liber-
ties and privileges with which the constitution
invests the several presbyter:es ; but may cen-
sure, dissolve or divide any presbytery or pres-
byteries, for acting contrary to order, or vio-
lating the constitution of the church.

CRAP. XI.

Of electing and ordaining ruling Elders aini
Deacans.

} AVING defined the officers of the church,
~ and the assemblies by which it shall be
governed, it is proper here to prescribe the
modes in which ecclesiastical rulers shall be
ordained to their regpective offices.

11. Every congregation shall elect persons
to the oftice of ruling elder, and to the office of
deacon, or either ofthem, inthe mode most
approved and in use in that congregation a.

UL, When any person shall have been clec-
ted to either of these offices, and shall have de-
clared his willingncss to accept thervof, he shall
be set apart in the following manner.

IV. 'The minister chall propose to him, in

a1l Cor. 14, 40,
P
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the presence of the congregation, the following
(uestions, viz :

1. Do you believe the scriptures of the Old
and New Testament, to be the word of God,
the only infallil le ruie of faith and practice ?

2. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the
confession of faith of'this church, as containing
the system of doctrine taught in the holy scrip-
tures ? |

3. Do you approve of the government and
discipline of the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, as exerciged in these United States ¢

4. Do you accept the office of ruling elder .
(or deacon, as the case may be,) in this congre- |
gation, and promise faithfully to endeavor to
perform all the dutics thereof, as God may cna-
ble you ?

After having answered these questionsin the
affirinative, he shall be set apart, by prayer, to
the oflice of elder (or Deacon, as the czse may
be ;) and the minister shall give him, and the
congregation, an exhortation suited to the oc-
0a5i0N.

-

CHAP. XII.

Of l.cencing Candidates. or Probationers, 10
preach the Gospel.

HF holy scriptures require that some tri-

al be previously had of those .who are -to

be ordained to the ministry of the gospel, tha
this sacred oftice may not be degraded. by be-
ing committed to weak or unworthy men ¢, and

aActs 6,5 6. 1Tim, 3,6, 2Tim.2.2.
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that the churches may have an oppartunity to
for:n a better judginent respecting  the tulenis
of those by whom they are to be instructed and
governed. For this purpose presbyteries shall
licence probationers, to preach the gospel 5 that
after a competent trial of their talents, and ro-
ceiving, from the churches, a good report ; they
may, in due time, ordain them to the pastoral
office &.

LL. It is proper and requisite, that candi-
dates, applying to the presbytery to be licenced
to preach the gospel, produce satisfactory testi-
monials of their good moral character, and of
their being regular members of some patticular
church. Andit is the duty of the presbytery,
for their satisfaction with regard to the real
piety of such candidates, to examine them res-
pecting their experimental acquaintance with
religion, and the motives which influence them
to desire the sacred office c.  And their internal
call to this important work d : and 1t is recon-
mended that the candidate be required, to pro-
duce, beforc he be licenced, testimonials of his
having received, at least, a good English edu-
cation : because it is highly reproachful to re-
ligiun, and dangerous to tlie church, to entrust
- {he holy ministry to weak. and.ignorant mene,
Aud in order to make trial of his talents, to ex.
plin and vindicate, and practically to enforce
the doctrines, of the gospel. The presbytery
shall requ re of him, a written discourse on some
com:aon head of divinity from time to time, at

b1 im 3.73. Jw 12 ¢ Roam 2. 21. in connection
wi b the lettera. d1L Cor9 16. Heb 5 4. J-e. 20. 9.
fonah 3 2. Luke9.6). e1Tm. 3.6, 2Tim. 2.2
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successive § 'ssions  till they shalthave obtain-
ed sutislact.n, as.to his piety and aptness to
teach in the churches.

I11. That the most effecteal measures may be
taken to guard against the admission of insufli-
ci:nt men into the sacred office, the presbytery
is required to enjoin itupon all candidates to
exercige their gifis in public exhortation among
the churches and also czyefully to examine them
on reveaicd thenlogy before they are licenced.

IV. Before the presbytery proceed to licence
the candidate, the moderator shall require of
him the following «ngagements : viz.

1. Lo you believe the scriptur-s of the old
ard new testament to be the word of God, the
only infallible rule of faiih and practice ?

2. Do yousincercly receive and adopt the
confession of faith, of this church, as containing
the system of doctrine taught in the holy scrip-
tures ¢

3. Do you promise to study the peace, unity
and purity of the church ?

4. Do you promisc to submit yourself, in the
Lovd. to this presbytery, or of any other pres-
bytery of this church in the bounds of which
you may be?

Y. The candidate having answered these
questions in the atfirmative, and the moderator
having offered up a prayer suitable to the occa-
sion, he shail address himself to the candidate :
to the following purpose :in the name of the
L.ovd Jesus Christ, and by the authority, which
lie hath given to his church for its edification we
do licence you, to preach the gospel, where God.
in his providence may call you ; and for this

purpose, may the blessing of God rest upon
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you, and the spirit of Chreist 5Bl your heaot,
Amen. And record shall he made of the  ficen-
sury, in the folirwmz form vz, At the

d.y of the presbytery of:

having received testimoniais 1n favor of
of his good moratl character 3 and
of his being in the commumion of the church ;
proceeded to take the usual parts of trial fHr his
licensure. And ke having given sati<faction,
as to his aptness to teach ; as to his experimen-
tal acquaintance with religion, as to his internal
cill to the work of the ministry ; and as to jus
proficiency in divinity jthe presbytery did, and
do hereby express their approbation of all these
parts of trial. And he having adopted the con-
fession of faith of this church : and satisfacto-
rily answered the questions, appointed to be put
to candidates to be licensed, tie presbytery did,
amd do hereby licence him. the said
to preachthe gospel of Christ ; as a probationcer
for the holy mimistry : within the bounds of this
presbytery, or wherever else God in his provi-
dence may cast his lot,

VI. W hen any cand'date shall, by the per-
mission of his presbytery remove without its
liznits, an extract of this record, accompanied
with a preshyterial  recommendation signed by
the clerk, shall be his testimonials, to the pres-
bytery under whose care he shall come.

CHAP. X11L
Of the Ordination of Bishops or Evangelists.

8 ordination, or setting a part to the whole
LA work of the minisiry by the impositipnof
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hands, is 1ivesting the probationer with as
high an cclesiastical office, as is recognized by
this chiurch®; the presby teries are required to be
careful to ordain none tili tiey are fully satisficd
with their qualifications tor so tmportant a work.

II. No presbytery shall feel bound to ordain
a-probationer, because he has long been licen-
ced. nor to ordain hiin at all if they judge him
unqualifi+d tor ordination.

ILI. But when any licentiate or probationer,
shall have preached to the satisfaction of the
presbytery 3 and one or more respectable con-
gregations, shall have pet:tioned for his ordina-
tion, then the presbytery may appoint a day
far the purprse of ordaining him, on the princi-
ples and agrecable to the rules that follow, viz.

1V. 'L'rials for ordmation shall consist ofa
earciu} cxamination as to his (the probationer®s)
acquaintance with experimental religinn—his
internal call to the mimistry—his knowledge of
natural and revealed theology ——f pliniosophy —
of asironomy-—of geography--of English gr.om-
mar and ecclesiastical history ; ® also as to his-
knowledge of the constitution, the rules and
principles of the governament and discipline of
the church ; together with such written or ¢x-
tempore discourse, founded on the word of
God, as to the presby tery shall seem proper,

Y. 'l he presbytery being fully satisficd with .

* In addition to these branches of iiterature which are in-
Cisp-nsable, it is earncstly recommeond-d to the pre-byte-
ries, to use their best exertions tu promote and euc-urage
among their candidates and even liceuntiales, the- acquiring,
of a competentkaowledge of the orignnal languag -, especi-
ally the Go ck. «xcriptures, the ultility of which to a godly.
minister, is hereby unequivocatly declared.
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bis qualifications for the sa: red offive 5 and the
day oppointed for ordination being cowme, and
the presbytery convened, a member of the
presbytery previously appointed to that duty,
shall preach a sermon adopted to the occasion.
The same or another member appointed to pre-
side in this business, shall afterwards bricfly re-
cite from the pulpit inthe audience of th: peo-
ple, the proceedings of the presbytery prepara-
tory to this transaction ; he shall point out the
nature and importance of the ordinance ; and
endeavor to impress the audience with a proper
sense of the solemnity of the transaction.

Then addressing himself to the candidate, he
shall propose to him the following questions,
Viz.

1. Do you believe the scriptures of the old
and n-w testament to be the word of God, the
on'y infallible rule of faith and practice?

2. Do you sincerely receive andl adopt, the
gonfession of faith of this church as containing
the system of a doctrine taught in the holy scrip-
ures ?

3. Do'you approve of the government and
discipl neofthe Cumberland presbyterian church?

4. o you promise subjection to your bre-
thren in the Lord 2

5 Have you been induced by the Holy Ghost
as far as you know your own heart to scek the
office of the holy ministry from love to God a
desire to do his will, to promote his glory in
the gospel of his son and the salvation of your
fellow men ? . -

6. Do you promise to be zealous and faithful
as God may enable you in maiutaining thetruths
of the gospel, and the purity and peace of the



242 FORM OF GOVERNMENT.
chiurch : whatever persecution, or epposition
may arise urle you on that accouni?

7. Do youengage, thiouzgh grace, to be faith-
ful in the discharge of pubtic and private dutics
as a christian and minister, eideavoring to be
exempiary i your walk sud conversation before
the Hock ol God amd before the world 2

VI, 'T'he candidate having answered these
questions in the affivwative, the moderator, or
some ather appoiated tor the purpose, shall re-
quire him to knect down, in the inost convenient
place, then the presiding bisiiop shall, by pray-
er, and with-the lay:mg on of the hanids of the
presbytery, according to the apostoiic exam-
ple, solemaly ordain mm to the holy office of
the gospel ministry.  Prayer being ended, he
shall rise from kis knees @ and the minister who
presides shall firsty and afterwards all the mein-
bers of the presbytery int.e rorder,take him by
-the right hand, saying, in words to this purpose.
¢ We give you the right hand of' fellowship to
take part of this ministry withus ?  After which
the minister presiding, or semc other appninud
for the purpose, shall give a solemn charge in
thic name of God, to the newly orda.ned bishop ;
and shall then by prayer, recom.nend him to the

grace of God and h.s holy keeping; and finally,
al or singing a psalm or hymn, shall dismiss
th - congregaiion with the usual blessing.  And
tl.» presoytery shail duly record ihe transaction.
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CIIAP. XIV.
Of e Minister setiling, and of remobing.

\T—QG Minisier, cither ordained or licensed,
l shall take the charge of any congrega-
tion or congregations, as theiv stated pastor,
without the cousent of the presbytery., And
when such: consent is obtained, either party
shall be liabic to censure that do not perform
their cngagements agreeable to their mutual
agreement. And when such union does take
place between a pastor and a people, it shail
not be dissolved, only by mutual consent, or the
‘Consent of the presbytery—which consgent either
party shall always obtain by application, and
offering suflicient reasons why it should be.

A A ST
S,

CHAP. XYV.

Of Missions.

XPERIENCE having taught, that the -

_4 tincrant plan is the best. to supply vacan-
cies with the word and ordinances, and to plant
new churches, it is recommended *o the pres-
byteries, to devise aud adopt such measures as
will be best calculated to promote that end.
Each presbytery ought, if practicable, to keep
one or more missionaries constantly employcd,
exclusive of short inissions and other sunplies
granted to vacant congregations, And the Sv-
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not may also, ol thetr own knowledzge, send
nussions to any part to plant churches, or to
supply vacancies » £rovided always, That such
inissions be made with the consent of the parties
appointed.

@ e ee—————— N ——

CHAP. XVI.
Of Moderators.

% T is equally necessary in the judicatories of
. the church, as in other assemblies, that there
should be a moderator or president ; that the
business may be conducted with order and des-
patch,

11. "I he moderator is to he considered as pos-
sessing, by delegation from the whole body, all
authority necessary for the preservation of
" order ; for convening and adjourning the judi-
catory ; and directing its operations accord-
ing to the rules of the church. He is to pro-
pose to the judicatory every subject for delibe-
ration that comes before them. He may pro-
pose .what appears to him the most regular and
speedy way of bringing any business to an issue,
He shall prevent the members from  interrupt-
ing each other ; and require them in speaking
always to address the chair. He shall prevent
a speaker from deviating from the subject ; and
from using personal reflections. He shall silence
thosc who refuse to obey order. He shall pre-
vent members who attempt to leave the judica-
tory without leave obtained f{rom him, He
ghall, ::t a proper season, when the deliberations
are ended, put the question and call the votas,
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it the judicatory be cqually divided, ke soail
ossess the casting vote. A he be not w.liing
to decide, he shall put the question a sccond
time : and if the judicat.ry be again cqually
divided, and hie decline to give hus vote, the
question shall be lost.  In all questions he shall
give a concise and clear state of the object cttie
yote ; and the vote being taken, shall then de-
clare how the question is decided. And he shall
likewise be empowered on any extraovdinary e-
mergency, to convene the judicatory, lfy his
circular letter, before the ordinary time of meet-
ing. .
LiL. The pastor of the congregation shall al-
ways be the moderator of the church sessions
except when, for prudential reasons, it may
appear- advisable that some other minister
should be invited to presidc : in wiich case the
pastor may, with the concurreucsa ot the sessions
invite such other minister, as they inay sec me-t,
belonging to the same presbytery, to preside in
that affaur.  In this judicatory, therefore, the
moderator is continual 5 but in the vacancy of
any church, the moderator shall be the minis-
ter sent to them by the presbytery ; or invited
by the sessionto preside on a particular occa-
sion. In congregations, where there are col-
leagues, they shall, when present, alternatce-
ly preside in the session,
1V. 'The moderator of the presbytery shall bo
chosen from year to year, or at eyery meeting
of the presbytery, as the presbytery may think
best. 'T'he moderator of the synod shall be cho-
sen at each meeting of these judicatories : and
the last moderator present shall open the meet-
ing with a sermon, and shall hold the chair tilk
& new moderator be chosem.
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CHAP. XVIL.
Of Privilege.

g 1" shall be the privilege of any member of a
4. judicatory to speak, in his proper order,
10 any question, with leave from the mmoderator.
The raderator shall give leave to the person
who (ivct rises ; but if two or more members,
Are judged to have risen atthe same time, the
snoderator shall determine which shall speak
first.  Any member shall have a right to pro-
pose any question, relative to the business of
the church, or to the interest of religion, and to
have it putto vote : provided, only, that his mo-
tion be seconded by anether member. If any
member conceive his privilege to be unjustly con-
troled by the moderator, he may appeal to the
Judicatory, who shall determine the point of
privilege by a vote : and the moderator and
rember must submit to the suffrage of the judi-

catory.

CHAP. XVIIL
Of Clerks.

< VERY judicatory shall choose a clerk, to
_ record their transactions, whose continu-
ance shall be during pleasure. It shall be the
duty of the clerk, besides recording the transac-
tions, to preserve them carefully ; and to grant
extracts from them, whenever properly requi-
red 5 and such extracts, under the hand of the
clerk, shall be considered as authentic vyouchers
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of the fact which they declare, 1 any ecclesias-
tical judicatory, and to every part of the chiurch.

CHAP. XIX.

Qf vacant Congregations assembling for
public Worship.

ONSIDERING the great importance of
weekly assembling the people, for the pub-
lic worship of God ; in order thercby to inprove
their knowledge : to confirm their habits of wor-
skip, and their desire of the public ordinances
to augment their reverence for the most high
Ged ; and to promote the eharitable affections
w hlch unite men most firmly in socicty : It is
recommended that every vacant congregation
meet together, on the Lord’s day, atone or more
places, for the purpese of prayer, singing prai--
se9, and reading- the holy scriptures, together
with the works of such approved divines, as the
presbytery within whose bounds they are, may
recommend, and they may be able to procuye 3
and that the clders or deacons be the per sbns
who shall preside, and select the portions of
scripture, and of the other books to be read ; and
to see that the whole be conducted in a becogr-
g and orderly manncr.
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IN THE

JUDICATORIES OF THiIS CHURCH.
s DL - T Xy -
CHAP. L

ITH regard to Seaxpars or OFFENCES-

- that may arise in our churches, we a-

gree te observe the PHllowing rules of precce-
ding,

1. Inasmuch as all baptized persons are
members of the church, they arve under its care ;
and, whenthey have arrived at the years of dis-
cretion, they arc bound to perforin all the duties
of church members.

2. No accusation shall be admitted as the
foundation of a precess before an ecclesiastical.
Judicatory, but where such offences are alled-
zed, as appear, from the word of God, to merit
the public notice and censurce of the church.
And, i Lhie accusation, the tunes, places, and
circumstances, should be ascertained, it possi-
ble 5 that the accused may have an opportunity .
to prove an alibi ; or to extenuatey, or  alleviate
his crime.

3. No complaint or information, on the suba
ject of personal and private injuries, shall be
adiitted ; nunless thosc weans of reconciliation,
and of privately reclaiming the offcnder, have
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been used, which are required by Christ. Mat.
xviii. 15, 16. And, in all cases, the ecclcsias-
tical judicatories, in receiving accusations, in
conducting processes, or inHicting censures,
ought to avoid, asfar as possible, the divulging
of offences, to the scandal of the church : be-
cause, the unnecessary spreading of scandal
hardens and cnrages the guilty, grieves the
godly, and dishonors religion. And ifany pri-
vate Christian shall industriously spread the
knowledge of an offence, unless in prosecuting
it before the proper judicatories of the church,
he shall ke liable to censure, as an uncandid
slanderer of his brother.

4. When complaint is made of a crime, coge

nizable before any judicatory, no more shall be
done at the first mecting, unless by consent of
partics. than to give the accuscd a copy of cach
charge, with the names of the witnesses to sup-
portit; and a citation of all concerned, to ap-
Jpear at the next moeting of the judicatory, to
have the matter fully heard and decided. No-
ticeshall be given to the parties concerned, at
least ten days, preyiously to the meeting of -the
judicatory.
5. The judicatory, in many cases, may find
it more for cdification, to send some members to
converse, in a8 nrivate inanner, with the accu-
scd person 3 and, i ke confesses guilt, to en-
deavor to bring him to repentance, than to pro-
ceeid immediately to citation.

6. When anaccused person, or a witness, re-
fuses to obev the citation, he shall be cited a
second, and third time ; and if he still continue
to refuse, he shall be excluded from the com-
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niunioh of the chuvch, for his coatumacy -3 un-
ti he repent, :

7. No crime sirall be considered as establish-
-ed by a singie wilness, unless there be strong
-eorroborating circumstances, or inferential

proof,

8. 'T'he oath, or aflirmation, to be taken by a
witness, shall be administered by the modera-
tor.# and shall be in the following, or like
terms @ ¢ | solemnly promise, in the presence

-of the omniscient and heart-searching God, that

1 will declare the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth; according to the best of
my knowledge, in the matter in which I am call-
-ed to witness, as [ shall answer it to the great
Judge of quick and dead.”

9. 'T'he trial shall be open, fair, and impartial.
The witnesscs shall be examined in the pre-
sence of the accused ; or at least after he shall
have received due citation to attend : and he
shall be permitted to ask any questions tending
to his own exculpation. N

10. No witness, afterwards to be examincd,
shall be present during the examination of ano-
thier witness, on the same case.

11. 'T'he testimony given by witnesses, must
be faithfully recorded, and rcad to them, for
their approbation or subscription.

12. 'L'he judgment shall be regularly entered
.on the records of the judicatory : and the par-
ties shall be allowed copies of the whole pro-
cerdings, if they demand them. And, in case
of referenees, or appeals, the judicatory appea-

* In vacant congregations, the presidirg Elcer of the ses-
sion on business, shall administer the oath when a minister
<6 Not present. ‘



rorMs of precess, &c. 121
fed from shall send authentic copies of the whole
process to the higher judicatories.

15. 'The person found guilty shall be admon-
ished, rebuked, or excluded from church-privi-
legees, as the case shall appear to deserve ; and
thisonly till he give satisfactory evidence of ve-
pentance.

14, 'T'he sentence shail be published, oniy in
the church or clhurches which Lave been etien-
ded. Or,ifit bea matter of small impertance,
and it shall appear most for cdification not to
publish it, it may pass only iw the judicatory.

15. Such gross offenders, ds will not be re-
claimed by the privgie or public admonitions of
the church, are to §¢ cut off from its commnunicn,
agrecably to cur Leord’s dircction, Mat, xviii. 17.
and the apostolic injunction respecting the in-
cestuousperson, 1 Cor. ver. 15, But as this
is the highest censure of tlie church, and of the
mestsolemn nature, it is not to beinflicted, with-
out the advice and cogsent of, at least, the pres-
bytery under whnse carc the particular church
is, {0 which the offender belongs ; or the advice
of a higher judicatory, as the casc may appear
to require,

16. All processes in cases of scandal shall
commence, within the space of one year afici
the crime shall have boen commitied 5 unless i
shall have become recentiy flagrant,

17. When any member shall remove from-
one congregaiion to another, he shall produce
proper testimonials of his church-membership,
- before he be admitted to church-privileges ; un-
less the church, to which he removes, has other
satisfactory means of information.

R
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CHAP.IL
()f Process against ¢ Bishop or Minister.

S the success of the gnspel, iff a great meas-
{8 ure, depends upon the credit and good re-
pertof its ministers, each presbytery ought, with
the greatest attention, to watch over all their
suembers 5 and be careful to censure them, wlhen
necessary, with impartiality ; cither for person-
al erimes, which they may commit in common
with cther men ; or these that are vocational, a-
rising from the manuner in which they may dis-
charge their important office.

I. Process, against a gospel minister shall al-
ways ke entercd before the presbytery of which
he is o member.. And, in case it shall be found
that the facts with which he shall be charged
happened without the bounds of his own presby-
terv, they shall send notice to the presbytery
within whose bounds they did happen : and de-
sire that presbytery, either (if withinconvenient
distenre) to cite the witnosses to appear at the
phice where the trial began, o, if otherwise, to
wake the examinetisn themselvds : and transmit
an authentic record of their testimony.  Always
oiving due netice to the accused porson of the
tne and place ef such exanination.

@, Novertheless, in case of a minister being
cupposed to be guilty of any crime, or crimes, &t
suck a distance frem his usaal place of residence,
s that the effence is not likely to become other-
wise knswn to the presbytery to which he be-
Iangs ¢ it shally insnch case, be the duty of the
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presbytery within whose bounds the facts shall
have happencd, after satisfying themselves that
there is probable ground of accusation, to s$.nd
notice, to the presbytery of which hcis a mem-
ber ; who arc to proceed against him, and o
take the proof by commission, as above directed.

3. Process, against a gospel minister, shall
not be entered upon ; unless some person, or pcr-
sons, undertake to make outthe charge ; or when
common fame so loudly proclaims the scandal,
that the presbytery find it necessary to prosccute
and search into the matter, for the honor of reli-

ion.

5 4. Asthe success of the gospel greatly de-
pends on the unblemished character of its minis-
ters, their soundness in the faith, and holy, and
excmplary conversation ; and as it is the duty
of all Christians to be very cautious in taking
up anill report of any man ; it is especially so of
a minister ofthe gespel. If, therefore,any msn
know a minister guilty of a private censurable
fault, he should warn Lim in ll)rivéte. But if he
persist in it, or it become public he should apply
to some other bishop of the presbytery, for his
advice in the matter.

5. When complaint is laid before the preshy-
tery, itmust be reduced to writing ; and nathiug
farther is to be done at the $irst meeting, unless
by consent of partics, than giving the minister a
full copy of the charges,- with thc names of the
witnesses annexed thercto ; and citing 2ll pars
ties, and their witnesses, to appear ai.d be heard

_at the next meeting : which meeting shall not
be sooner than ten days after such citation.
6. At the next meeting of the preshytery, the
rcharges must be read to him, and his answers
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heard. If it appear necessary to proceed fur-
ther, the presbytery ought to labor to bring him
to confession.  And if he confess, and the mat-
ter be base and flagitious ; such a8 drunkenness,
uncieanness, or crimes of a higher pature, how-
ever penitent he may appear, to the satisfaction
of all, the presbytery must, without delay, sus-
pend him feom the exercise of his office, or de-~
posc him from the ministry ; and appoint him a
due time to confess publicly before the congre-
salion offended, and to profess his' repentance.

7. The proseeutor shall be previously warn-
cd, that, if he fail to prove the charges, he must
himsel{ be censurcd, as a slanderer of the gos-
pel ministry ; in proportion to the malignity,
or rashness, that shall appear in the prosecu-
tion.

8. If a minister, accused of atrocious crimes,
being three times duly cited, shall refuse to at-
tend the presbytery, he must be immediately
suspended. And if, after another citation, hc
shall be deposed as contumacious.

9. If the minister, when he a d];lpears will not
confess ; but denies the facts alledged against
hin 3 11, on hearing the witnesses, the charges
appear important and well supported, the pres-
bytery must, neverthecless, censure him ; and

suspend and depose, him, a.ccerdm*" to the na-
tnz ¢ of the cffence.

10. Heresy and schism may be of such a na-
ture as to infer deposition : but errors ought to
be cavefully conleel ‘cd ; whether they strike at
the vitals of religicn, and are. mdustnously
spread 5 or whether they arise from the weak-
ncss of the human understanding, and are not

likely to ¢o much hurt,
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11. A minister, under process for heresy or
gchism, should be treated with christian and
brotherly tenderness. KFrequent conferences
ought to be held with him, and proper admoni-
tions administered. Yet, for same more dan-
gerous efrrors, suspicion becomes necessary.
But the synad should be consulted in such cases.

12. If the presbytery find, on trial, that the
matter complained of, amounts to no more than
such acts of infirmity as may be amended, and
the people satisfied ; so as little or nothing re-
mains to hinder his usefulness ; they shall take
all prudent measures to remove the offence.

13. A minister, deposed for scandalous con-
duct, may not be restored, even oan his deepest
sorrow for sin ; without some time of eminent
and exemplary, humble and cdifying conversa--
tion, to heal the wound made by his scandal.

14. As soon as a minister is depesed, hig con-
gregation shall be declared vacant.
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DIRECTORY

For the Worship of God in the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church, = éhe United
Stotes of Anerica. ®

CHAD. L.

Of'the Sanctijication of the LoRD’s DAY.

SecT. L. I T is the duty of every person to re-

member the Lord’s Day ; and to
prepare for it, before its approach. Al world-
1y busincss should be so -ordered, and scasona-
bly laid asidc, as that we may not be hindered
thereby from senctifying the ‘sabbath, as the ho-
3V Scmptu“os require.

Secr. II. The whole day is' to be kept holy
to the Lord ; and to be employed in-the public
and private exercises of religion. Thercfore..
i is requisite, that ther2 be an holy resting, 2l
the day, from urnecessary labours ; and an ab-
staining from those recreations, which may be
Iawful on other days ; and also, asmuch as pos-
sible. from worldly thoughts and conversation.

SecT. I11. Let the provisions, for the support

* The srrmtur'*-warran.. f.r what is cpecified in the va-
rious articles of this di ectory, will be £.und at large in the

Corfession of Faith, in the places where the zame subjects
are treated 10 a c.octrmal form.
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of the family ofthat day, b so ordered, that ser-
vants or others be not imnproperly detained from
the public worship of Gud ; nor hindered from
san«titying the sabbath.

Secr. 1V. Let every person and family, in
the morning, by secrct and private prayer, for
themselves and others, especially for the assis-
tance of God to their minister, and for a bics-
sing upon his ministry, by reading the scrip-
tures, and by holy maditation ; prepare for com-
munion with Gad in his puablic erdinances.

Secr. V. Let the people be careful to asscm-
ble at the appointed time ; that, being all pre-
sent at the beginning, they may unite, with one
heart, in all the parts of public worship :
and let nonc unnecessarily depart, till after the
blessing be pronounced.

Stcr. VI. Let the time after the solemn ser-
vices of the congregation in public are over,
be spent in reading ; meditation ; repeating of
-sermons ; catechising ; religious conversation ;
praycr for a blessing upon the pablic ordinan-
ces 3 the singing of psalms, hymns, or spiritu-
al songs ; visiting the sick ; rclieving the poor,
and in performing such like duties of picty,
chariiy and mercy.

r ekl KLU T T, LY

Qf the Assembling of the Congregation, and

their Beiauvior during Dwine Service.

Sect. L ‘/THEN the time appointed for

public worship is come, let the
people enter the church, and taketheir scats, in
a decent, grave, and reverent moannor,
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SecT. H. In time of public worship, let all
the people attond with gravity and reverence ;
forbearing to read any thing, except what the
minister is then reading or citing ; abstaining
from all whisperings ; from salutations of per-
sons present or coming in ; and from gaging
about, sleeping, smiling, and all other indecent
behavior.

CHAPY. Ilt.
Ofth: public Reading of the Holy Scriptures.

Secer. L HE reading of the holy scrip-
tures, in the cone;remtmn, is a
part of the public worship of God, and ought
to be performed by the ministers and teachers.
Sect. 1I. The holy scriptures; of the old
.and new testament, shall be publicly read, from
the most approved translation, in the vulgar
‘tongue, that all may hear and understand.
SecT. 11I. How large a portion shail be read
.at once, is leit to the discretion of every minis-
ter @ he may, when he thinks it expedient, cx-
pound any part of what is read ; always hav-
mg' regard to the time, that llClthBl reading
singing, praying, preaching, or any other 01-
dinasce, be dispreportionate the one to the oth-
«¢r ;3 nor the whole rendered too short, or too
Ledious.
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CHAP. IV,

Of the singing of Psalms, Hymns, and
Spiritual Songs.

Spcr. 1. T is the duty of Christians #o

© M preise God, by singing psalnmis,
or hymns, publicly in the church, as also pri-
vately in the family.

siere I Insinging the praises of God, we
are to sing with the spirit, and with the under-
standing also 3 making melody in our hearis
unto the Lord. It is also proper, that we culti-
vate some knowledge of the rules of music ; that
we may praise God in a becoming manner with
our voices, as well as with our hearts.

Sker. 111, 'The proportion of the time of
public worship to be spent in singing, is left to
the prudence ofevery minister : but it is re-
chmmended, that more time be aHowed for thic
excellent part of divine service, than has been
usual in most of vur churches.

CIHAP.V,
Qf Public Prayer.

Secrt. L. AFTER singing a psalm, ov

hymn, it is proper that before

sermon there should be 2 full, and comprehen-

sive prayer.  First, Adoring the glory and

Perfections of God, a3 they are made known to

us in the works of creation ; in the conduct of
S
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Providence ;3 and inthe clear, and full revela-
tion he hath made of himselfin his written word.
£econd, Giving thanks to him for all hLis mer-
cies -of every kind ; general and particular,
spiritual and temporal, common and cial ;
above all for Christ Jesus, his unspeakable glﬂz
and the hope of cternal life through him. Third,
2Making humble confession of sin, both original
and actual ; acknowledging, and endeavoring
o Inpiress ‘the mind of every worshipper vuth
a deep sense of the evil of all sin, as such;
being a departure from the living God ; and al-
S0 takmg a particular and affecting view of the
various fruits which preceed from this root of
bitterness :—as, sins against God, our ne ighbor,
and oursclves : sins in thought, in war d, and in
deed ; sins secret and presamptugus ; sins ac-
cidental and habitual. - AJso, the aggravathw
of sin ; arising from knowledge, or the means of
it : from distinguishing mercies ; from valua-
ble privileges ; from breach of vows, &C.
Fourth, Making earncst supghcatmn for the
pardon of sin, and peace with God, through the
biood of the atonement, with all its 1mport:mt
and happy fruits ; for the spirit of sanctifica-
tion, and abundam sapplies of the grace that is
necessary to the discharge of our duty ; for sup-
port and comfort, under all the trials to which
we are liable, as we arc sinful and mortal ; and
for all temporal mercies, that may be necessaly
in our passage through this vale of tears. Al-
ways remembering to view them as flowing in
the channel of covenant love, and iniended to
be subscevient to the preservation and progress
of the spiritual Life, Fgftk, Plcading frem_eve-
ry principle warrasntcd in scripture ;. from_oyr



DIRECTORY FOR WORSHIP, &C. 151
own nzcessity ; the all-sufficiency of God ; the
merit an intercession of our Saviour, and the
glory of Ged in the comfort and happiness of-
his people.  Sixth, Intercession for others, in-
cluding the whele world of mankind ; the king-
dom of Christ; or his church universal; the
church or ehurches, with which we are more
particularly connected ; the interest of human
society in gencral, and in that community, to
which we immediately belong 3 all that ave in-
vested with civil authority ; the ministers of
the everlasting gespel ; and the rising genera-
tion ; with whatever elsc, more particuiar, may
scem uccessary, or suitable, to the interest of
that congregation where divine worship is cel-
ebrated.

SEcT. II. Prayer after sermon ought gene-
rally to have a relation to thc subject that has
been treated of in the discourse ;3 and all gther
rublic prayers, to the ciccumstances that gave
occasionifor them.

Sect. IIl. Itis easy to perceive, that in all
the preceding directions there is a very great
compass and variety ; and it i3 committed to
the judgment and fidelity of the officiating pas-
tor to insist chiefly on such parts, or to take - in
more or less of'the several parts, as he shall be
led to by the aspect of providence ; the particu.
lar state of the congregation in which he eflici-
ates ; or the dispoeition and exercisc of his own
heart at the time.—-Brt we think it necessary to
cbserve, that altheugh: we do not approve, as is
well known, of confining ministers to-set, or fix-
ed forms of prayer for public worship ;. yet itis
the indispensible duty of cvery minister, previ-
oucly to his entering oa his offiee,: to’ propare
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el quality hrnself for this part of his duty,
well as cor preaciiing. e oughty, by a thor-
sugh acgneintance with the haly scriptures ; by
wiéing the best writers on the subject ; by
*umhtm on; and by a life of communion with
“xud in seceret 3 to endeavour to acquire both
the spivit and thc gift of prayer.—Not only so,
but when he is to enter on particular acts of
worship, he should endeavor to compose his
spirtt, and to digest his thoughts tor prayer,
that it may be performed with du;mtv and pro-
priety, as well as to the profit of those who join
tnit; and that he may not disgrace that impor-
tant service by mean, irregular, or cxtravagant
citusions,

CHAP. VL.
Of the Preaching of the Word.

Seer, I, HE preaching of the word being

an institution of God for the sal-
vation of men, great 2{tention should be paid to
the manner of performing it.——Every minister
cugiit to give diligent application to it ; and
endewvor to prove Iumself a workman that need-
eth noi to be ashamed ; rightly dividing the

vord of truth,

Sect. 1I. The subject of a sermon should be
£0me verse, or verses of scripture; and its ob-
1ecty to esplain, defend, and apply some part of

‘he system of divine iruth : ory to point out the
naiure, and state the bounds, and obligation of
some daty. | A {ext should not be merely a
7.otto 5 but should fairly contain the doetrine



DIRECTORY FiR WORSHIP, &C.: 185
proposed to be hanlled,  Itis proper also that
large portions of scripture be sometimes ex-
poranded, and particularly improved, for the
instructisn of the people in the mcaning and
use of tle sacred oracles. ;

Secr. L 'T'he method of preaching requires
much study, meditation and prayer. .Ministere
ought, in general, to prepare their scrmons
with care ; and not to indalge themmwelves in
loose, cextemporary harangues, norto serve
God with that whichcost them nought.—They
ought, however, to kecpto the simplicity of the
gospel ; expressing themselves inlanguage a.
greeable to scripture, and level. to .the under-
standing of the meanest of their hearers ; care-
fully avoiding ostentation, either of parts or
learning.—They ought also te adorn, by their
lives, the doctrine which they teach s and to. be
cxamples of the believers, inword, in.conversa-
tion, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

SEcT. IV. As one primary design of public
ordinances, is to pay social acts of homage to
the most high God, ministers ought to.be careful,
not to make their sermons so long as -to inter-
fere with, or exclude the more important duties
of prayer and praise ; but preserve a just pro-
;)}:)}'tion between the several parts of public wor-
ship. |

SecT. V. The sermon being ended, the min-
ister is to pray, and return thanks to almighty
God : then let apsalm-orhymn be sung ; a col-
lection* raised for the poor,or other. purposes
of the church ; r.ad the assembly dismissed with
the apostolic benediction. |
*Thesession must judge when it is expedient to meke

~ollections,
1Y
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et

CHAP. VII.
" Of the Administration of Baptism.

SgeT. L 'APTISM s not to be unnecessa-
o rily delayed ; nor to be adminis-

tered, in any case, by any private person, but
by a minister of Christ, called to be the stew-
ard of the mysterics of God.

SEcT. I, It is usually to be admini stered in
the church, in the presence of the congregation.

Secr. 1. After previous netice is given to
the minister, the child to he baptized is to be
presented, by one or both the parents ; signify-
ing their desire that the child may be baptized.

SEcT. V. Before baptism, let the minister
use some words of instruction, respecting the
institution, nature, use and ends-gf this ordi-
nance : Showing,

¢t 'That it is instituted by Christ, that it is a
«scal of the righteousnass of faith ; that the -
«¢ seed of the faithful have no less a right to this
¢¢ ordinance, under the gospel, than the seed of
¢ Abraham to circuincision, under the old tes-
¢ taument ; that Christ commanded all nations to
¢¢ be baptized ; that he blessed little children,
s« decluring that of such is the kingdom of hea-
““ven; that children are federally holy, and
¢¢ therefore ought to be baptiaed ; that we are,
s by nature, sinfu}, guilty and polluted, and have
¢ need of cleansing by the blaod of Christ, and by
«sthe sanctifying influences ofthe Spiritof God.”

'The minister is also to exhoit the parents
io the careful performance ~f their duty : re-
quiring,
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¢¢ That they teach the child to readthe word
« of God ; that they insteuct it in the principles
¢ of our holy religion, as eontained inthe scrip-
« tures of the old and new testament ;an ex-
« cellent summary of which we have in the con-
«t fession of faith of this church, and in the cat-
¢ echism, which .s'e to be recommended to them,
¢ a3 adepted by this church, for their direction
“ and asmnancc in the discharge of this impor-
¢ tant duty ; that they pray with amd for it ;
 that they sst an example of piety and godhness
“ before it ; and endeavar, by all the means of
‘¢ God’s appointment, to byving up their child
‘¢ in the nurture aml admonition of the Lord.”
.SecT. V. Then the minister is to pray. for
a blessing to attend thiserdinance ; after whicl,
calling the child by ite nante, he shal say,

s | haptize thee, in the name of the Father,
s and of the Son, wid of tie Holy Ghost.”

As he pronounces these wards, be is to bap-
tize the child with wator ; by »g or
sprinkling it on the face of the withont
adding any other ceremony : amd tho whole
shall be concluded with prayer.

Althmg! 1 it is proper, that buptm be ad-
ministered in the. presence of the cony jom 3
yet there may be cases, when it wilt be expe-
dient to administér this ardinanes in private
houses ; of which the minist'eristo be the judge.

CHAP. VIIL
Of the Admmu&'atzoa of the Lord s Supper
scer. LT HE communion, or supper of

% the Lord, is to be celehratel
frequently ;bhut how often, may be determined
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by the minister and eldership of each -congre-
gation, as they may judge most for edification.

Sect. I1. The ignorant and scandalous are
not to he admitted.to'the Lord’s supper.

SeEct. IIL. It is proper that public noticc
should be givento the congregation, at least,
‘the Sabbath before the administration of this or-
ordinance, and that, either then, or on some
day of the week, the people be mstructed in its
nature, and a due preparationforit ; that al
may come in a suitable manner to this holy feast.

.SEcT. IV, "When the sermonis ended, the
minister shall shew, .

««That this is an ordmance of Christ ; by
«s reading the words of institution, ecither from
sc one of the evangelists, or from 1 Cor. xi.
¢ chapter ; which, as tohim may appear expe-
« dient, be may explain aund apply ; that it is
¢ to be observed.in remembrance of Christ, to
- ¢s shew forth his death till he come ; thatit is of
ss inestimable benefit, to- strengthen his people
¢ against sin ; to suppoert them.under troubles ;
¢ to encourage and quicken them in duty ; to
«¢ inspire them with love and.zeal ;to increase
s¢ théir faith, and holy- resolution ; ‘and fo be-
¢ get peace of conscnence. mdcamfortable hopes
¢ of eternal life.”

He is to warn the. profam,athe xgnorant, and
scandalous, and those that - secretly indulge
themselves in-any known sin, not to approach
‘the holy table. .On the other hand, lie shall in-
vite to this holy table, such as, sensible of their
Jost and helpléss state. by -sin, depend upon the
atonement of Christ for pa.rdon and accepta.nce
with God ; such s, being instructed in_the gos-
yel doctrine, have a com‘pttent knm\ ledge to



DIRECTORY FOR WORSHIP, &c. 137
discern the Lord's body j; and such as aye
determined to lead a holy and gadly life,

Seor. V. 'The table, on which the elements
are placed, being decently covered, the bread
in coavenient dishes, and the wine in cups, and
the communicants orderly and graveiy sitting
around the table, (or in theirseats hefore it) in
the presence of the ministes @ let hun set the ol.
cments apart, by prayer and thanksgiving,.

T'he bread and wine being thus set apart Ly
prayer and thanksgiving, the minister i¢ to
take the bread, and break tt, inthe view of th:
people, saying in expressions of this sot,

« Qur Lord Jesus Christ, on the same night
« in which he was betrayed, havin~taken bread,
« and blessed and broken it, gaveit to his dis-
¢ ciples ; as I, ministering in his name, give this
“bread unto you ; saying, (here the bread is
¢ to be distributed) Take, eat ; this is my body,
« which is broken for you : this do in remen:-
¢ brance of me.”

After having given the bread, heshall take tice
cup, and say,

s After the same manner our Saviour also
“took the cup;and, having given thanks, as
¢ hath been done in his name, he gave it to the
¢ disciples, saying, (while the minister is re-
¢ peating these words let him give the cup)
¢'This cup is the new testament in my blood,
 which isshed for many for the remission of
¢ sins : drink ye all of it.”

'T'he minister himself is to communicate, at
such time as may appear to him most conve-
nent, ;

The minister may, ina few words, pat the
communicants in mind,

T
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«¢ Ui chie grace of God, in Jesus Chrisi, held
¢ faeth in this sacrament ; and of their obliga-
¢ 1ipn 10 be the Lord’s s and may exhort them,
« to walk werthy of the vocation wherewith they
¢s arc called 5 and, as they have professedly re-
s ceived Christ Jesus the Lord, that they be
se carcful so to walk in him ; and to maintain
« zood works,”

tt may not be improper for the minister to
give a word of exhortation also to these who
iwve beenonly spectators, reminding them,

¢« Of their duty ; stating their sin and danger,
« by Hving in disobedience to Christ, in yeglect-
“ing this holv ordinance ; anrd calling upon
¢ tirem to be carnest in making preparation for
¢ attending vpon it, at the next time ofits cele-
¢ bration.”

T'hen the minister is to pray and give thanks
to God,

¢« for his rich mercy, and mvaluable 001 -
< ness, vouchsafed to them in that sacred com-
s« municn 3 to implore pardon for the defects of
¢« the whole service j and to pray for the ac-
s ceptance of their persons and performances ;
¢« {or the gracious assistance of the Holy Spirit,
¢¢ to enable them, as they have received Christ
«¢ jesus the Lord, s6 to walk in him ; that they
s may hold fast that which they have received,
¢ that noman take their crewn ; aat their cor-
¢s versation may be as becometh the gespel ;
¢t that they may bear about withithem, continu-
« ally,the dying of the Leoridl Jesas ; that the
« life also of Jesus may be manjfested in their
s mortal body ; that their light may so shine
« before men, that others, seeing their good
¢¢ works, may glorify their Father, who is in

icaven,”
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The collection, for the poor, and to deleay the
expense of the clements, inay be inade aofir
this ; or atsuch other time a8 may scem meet
t the eldership.

Now let a psalm or hymn be sung, and the
congregation dismissed, with the following or
<o other gospel benediction—

«¢ Now the God of peace, that brought agsin
¢ from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great
« shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of
s the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in
¢ every good work to do his will, working in
« you that which is well-plcasing in his sight,
¢ through Jesus Christ ; to whem be glory for
«sever and ever.  JAmen.”

Secr. V1. Asit has been customary, to ob-
serve a fast before the Lord’s supper;to have
sermon on Friday, Saturday and Monday ; and
to invite two or three ministers, on such occa-
sions ; and as these seasors-have been blessed to
many souls, and may tend to keep up a stricter
union of ministers and congregations ; we think
it not improper,.-that they, who choose it, may
continue in this practice.

CHAP. IX.
Of the Admission of Persons to Seaking. Oy

dinances.

SEcT. L.° @ HILDREN, born within the pale
of the visible church, and dedica-
ted to God in baptism, are under the irspection
of the church ; and are to be taught to read, and
repeat the catechism, and the Lord’s prayer.
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"Vhey ave to be taught to pray, to abhor sin, to
fear God, and to obey the Lord Jesus Christ.
Aud, when they come to years of discretion, if
tiey be free from scandal, appear sober and
steady, and to have suflicient knowledge to dis-
cern the Lord’s body,* they ought to be in-
formed, itis their duty and their privilege, to
come to the Lord’s supper.

SecT. 1I. T'he years of discretion, in young
Christians, cannot be precisely fixed. This
niust he left to the prudence of the eldership.
"Uhe oflicers of the church are the judges of the
qualifications of those to be admitted to sealing-
ordinances ; and of the time when it is proper
to admit young Christians to them.

Secr. 111, Those who are to be admitted to
sealing-ordinances, shall be cxamined, as te
their knowledge, picty, and faith in Jesus Christ.

Sect. IV. When unbaptized persons apply
for adinission into the church,they shall, after
giving satisfaction with respect to their know-
ledge and piety, or cxpcrimental religion,
thereupon be baptized.

CHAP. X.

Of the Mode of inflicting Church Censures.

SecT, L. HE power which Christ hath
' : given the rulers of his church, is
for edification, and not for destruction. As, in
the preaching of the word, the wicked are,
doctrinally, separated from the good ; so, by
discipline, the church authoritatively makes a

> *That is, to be converted or regencrated.
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distinction between the holy and the profanc.
In this she acts the part of a tender mother,
correcting her children only for their good;
that every oneof them may be prescnted fauit.
less in the day of the Lord Jesus.

SEcT. Il.. When any member of the church
shall have been guilty of a fault, deserving cen
sure, the judicatory shall procecd with all ten
derness, and restore their offending brother in
the spirit of meakness ; considering theinselves,
lest they alsede tempted.  Censure ought to be
inflicted with great solemnity ; that it may be
the means of impressing the mind of the delin-
quent with a proper sens: of his danger, while
he stands excluded from the privileges of the
church of the living God ; and that, with the
divine blessing, it may lead him to repentance.

SecT.. I1I. Whenthe judicatory has resolv-
ed to pass sentence, suspending 2 member from
church-privileges, the moderator shall address
hiin, to the following purposc :

< Whereas you are guilty [by your own con-
« fessiva, v csuvicted by sutlicient proof, os
¢ the case may be), of the sin of [aere mention
¢ the pariicular oifence] we declare you sus-
¢ pended from the sacraments of the church ;
¢ tiil you give satisfadtory evidence of the sin-
¢ cevity of your repentance.””—To this shall be
added such advice, admonition,. or rebuke, as
may be judged necessary ; and the whole shall
ba concluded by prayer to almighty God, ihat
“he would follow this act of discipline with his
olessing. We judge it prudeni, in general,
that such censures be inflicted in the presence
ct the judicatory only ; but, if any church think
1 expedient to rebuke the offender publicly,
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Chas s olenn suspension f1rom the sacraments,
Liay ben the presciuce of the congregation.
secr. IV, After any person hath been thus
suspended froin thesacraments, it is proper that
the minister, and elders, and other Christians
should frequently converse with him, as well as
pray for him in private, that it would please
God o give him repentance.  And it may be re-
quisite likewise, particularly on days prepara-
tory to the dispensing of the Lord’s supper, that
the prayers of the church be offered up for those
unhappy persons who, by their wickedness,
have shut themselves out from this holy com-
nunion.

Secr. V. When the judicatory shall be sa-
tisfied, as to the reality of the repentance of a-
ny oifender, he shall be admitted to profess his
repentance ; and be restored to the privileges
of the church, Which restoration shall be de-
clared to the penttent in the presence of the ses-
siany or of the congregation, and fellowed with
prayer and thanksgiving..

SecTt. V1. When any offender has been, with
the advice of the presbytery, (as directed in the
form of government, &c.) adjudged to be cut off
trom the communion of the church, it is proper
that tae sentence be publicly pronounced a-

sainst Lium,

Suct. V1. The design of excommunication
i3, to cperate upon the offender as a mean of
reclaiming kim s to deliver the church from the
scandal of his offence ; and to inspire all with
{car by the example of his punishment.

'T'he minigter shaly at least two Lord’s days
Lefore the excommunication,!give tke congrega-
tien a short narrative of the several steps which;
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have been taken with respect to their offending
brother; and inform them, that it has been
found necessary to cut him off from their cein-
m:nion.

On the day appointed for that purpnse, the
minister, after sermon is rmled, shall in the pre-
sence of the congregation, pronounce this sen-
tence in the following or like form :

He shall begin by shewing the authority of
the charch to cast out rmworth y members, from
Mat. xviii. 15,16, 17,183 1 Cor. v. 1,2, 3, 4,
5; and shall briefy explain the nature, use,
and conscryuenees of this censure ; warning the
people to avoid all umnccessary intcrcourse
with him who is cast out.

"I'hen he ghall say,

s \WWhereas A. B. hath heen, by sufficient proof,
i convicted of [here mnsert the sin,] and after
« much admonition and prayer, obstinately re-
¢ fiusriic o lrear the church, and hath manifested
« nyevidence of repentance j thercfore, in the
ssname, and by the authority of the Lord Jesus
«« Christ, I pronounce him to be excluded from
¢ the communion of the church.”

After which prayer shall be made that tle
hiessing of God may follow his ordinance for
the coaviction and reformuation of the excom-
municated person, and for the establishment of
ali true believers. '

SEcT. ViII. When onc who hath beén cx-
commaunicated shall be so affected with his state
as to be brought to repentance, and to desire to
be re-admitted to the privileges of the church ;
the session, having obtained sufticient evidence
- of ais sincere pe mtc*,we, shall, with the advice
and concurrence of the presbytery, restere him.
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in order to which, the minister shall, on two
Lord’s days previous thereto, inform the con-
gregation of the measures which have been ta-
ken with the excommunicated person, and of
the resolution of the scssion to receive him a-
gain to the communion of the church.

On the day appointed for his restoration,
wlen the other parts of divine service are en-
ded, before pronouncing the blessing, the min-
1ster shall call upon the excommunicated per-
son, and propose to him, in the presence of the
congregation,* the following guestions :

¢ Do you, from a deep sensc of your great
«s wickedness, freely confess your sin, in thus
i rebelling against God, and in refusing to
«¢ hear his church; and do you acknowledge
¢t that you have been in justice and mercy cut
¢ off from the communion of the saints ?  An-
¢« swer, 1 do. Do you now veluntarily profess
¢ your sincere repentance and deep contrition,
¢ for.your sin and obstinacy ; and do ycu
¢ humbly ask the forgiveness of God and of
¢ his church ¢ Answer, 1 do. Do you sincere-
¢ ly promise, through divine grace, to live in
¢ all humbleness of mind and circumspection ;
«s and toendeavor to adorn the doctrine of zod
¢ our Saviour, by having your cenversation as
¢s becometh the gospel 2 dnswer, I do.”

Herc the minister shall give the penitent a
suitable cxhortaticn, addressing him in the
bowels of brotherly love, encouraging and com-
forting him. 'Then he shall pronounce the sen-

*1f it apocar most expedient to the seszion to receive
the confession of the excommunicated in ibe judicatery
aloie, and then have the transaction publishcd 10 the con-
gregation, they may do so.
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tence of the restoration, in the following words

¢ Whereas you, A. £. have been shut out
¢« from the commanion of the faithful, bit have
s now manifested such repentance as satisfics
s the charch : In the name of the Lard Jesus
« Christ, and by his authority, I declare you ab-
« solved from the sentence of excommunication
« formerly denounced against you; and I do
s receive you into the commnion of the church,
¢i that you may be partaker of all the benelits of
¢ the Lord Jesus, to yoar etepnal salvation.”

'TUhe whole shall be concluded with praver,
and the p(,ople dismissed with the usual bles-
sing.

CHAP. XI.
of the Solemnization Y, -Marriag'e.

Secrt. L. ARRIAGE is not 2 sacrament ;

nor peculiar to the charch of
Christ. Itis properthat every commonwealth,
for the good of society, make laws to regulatc
marriage : Wwhich all citizens are bounu to o-
bey.

Secr. IL Christians ought to marry in the
Lord ; therefore it is fitthat their marr age be
solemnized by a lawful minister: that sp: 'cml
instruction may. be given them, and itable
praycrs made, when they enter into this rela-
tini,

secT. I, Marmagc is to be between one
man and one woman only : and they ave nat to
~he within the degrees of consanguinity or aflin-
ity prohibited by the word of G,

SEcT. 1V The parties ought to be of such

U
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years of discretion as to be capable of making
theiir own choice :- and if they be under age, or
live with their parents, the consent of tiie pa-
renis, or others under whose care they are,
ouglitto be previougly obtained, and well certi-
fied to the minister, before he proceeds to so-
lemnize the marriage.

Srcr. V. Parents ought neither to compel
their children to marry contrary to their own
inclinations, nor deny their consent, without
Just and iuportant reasorts.

Srcr. Vi, Marriage is of a public natuve.
The welfare of civil snciety, the happiness of
inmilics, and the credit of religion, are decply
imcerestedinit. Therefore the purpose of mar-
riage ought to be sufficicntly published a pro-
per time, previously to the solemmization of it.
it is enjoined on all ministers to be carcful that,
in this matter, they neither transgress the laws
of God, nor the laws of ‘tie community : And
that they may not destroy the peace and comfort
of famhilics, they mustlie praperly certified with
respect to the partivs applying to: them, that no
just objections lié against their marriage.

SecT. VI Marriage must .always be per-

formed beford.a cstopetent number of witnesses ;
and at any time except on a day of publicihu-
militation. And w¥ advise that it be net on the
Lord’s day. And the minister is to’give a cer-
{tficate of the marriage whe required.
. SpeT. VIIL When the parties present them-
selves for matrriage, the minister is to desire if
there iS any person presént who knows any
lawtul reason why these personsinay mot be
joined together in the marriage-rclation, that
-they will now rhake it Kridwn, of ever after hold
their peace. Ne objections being made,
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Tie ministey shall then proceed to give them
gon:e instraction, froin the seriptures, respeet.
ing the institution, anid dutics of this state shew.
ing—

e That God hath instituted marriage for the
« comnfort and happiness of mankind, in declar-
« ing a man shall forsake his father and mo-
¢ ther, and cleave unto his wife ; and that mar-
¢ riage is honorable in all ; that he hath ap.
¢ pointed various duties, which are incumbent
«t uponthose who enter into this relation ; such
« as a high esteem and mutual love for onc an-
s¢ ther ; bearing with each other’s infirmities
« and weaknesses, to which human nature is
s« subject in s present lapsed state 5 to encour-
«; ageeach other underthe various ills of life ; to
« comfort one another in sickness ; in honesty
¢t and industry to provide for each others tempa-
¢« ral support ; to pray for and eucourage one
« another; in the things which pertain to God,
¢¢ and to their immortal souls; and to live to-
« gether as the heirs of the grace of life.”’

''hen the minister shall cause the bridegroom
and bride to join their hands, and shall pro-
nounce the marriage covenant, first to the man,
in thes¢ words:

“ You, take this woman, whom you hold by
¢ the hand, to be your lawful and married wife .
“and you promise, and covenant, in the pre
“ scnce of God .and these witnesses, that ye
« will be unto her a loving.amd faithfyl hueband
“ until you shall be separated by .death.”

The bridegroom shall express his consent, by
paying, ¢« Yes I do.” '

Then the minister shall address himself 4
the woman in these words: '
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o Yo, tuhe titts e, whom You held by
s the hand, to be your luvwlul and married hos.
e band 5 and you promise, and covenant, in
« the presence of Ged, and these witnesses,
¢« thel you will be unto Lin a loving, faithful

¢ and obedient* wife, until you shall be scepa-
¢« pated by death.”

'T'ire bride shall express her consent, by say-
ing, ¢ Yes, I do.” |

'f'lien the minister is tosay :

s I pronounce you husband and wife, accor-
ss ding to the ordinance of God ; whem there-
i fore God hath joined together, let not mun
¢ put asunder.”

After this the minister may exhert themin a
fery words, tothe mutaal discharge of their duty.

Then let him conclude with a prayer suita-

ie to the occasion.

Let the minister keep a proper register of
the names of all persuns whiom he marries, and
of the time of their marriage, for the perugal of
all whom it may cencern.

-

'CHAP. Xil.
Of the Visitation of the Sick.

Seer. L %% HEN persons are sick, it is

thcu‘dutw , before theirstrengih
and understanding fail them, to send for their
minister, and to make known to him, with pru-
dence, their sqiritual state ; or to consult him
on the concerns of their precious souls : Andlt

* I'h» e.bligation to-cbe&xenct Only extendsto commands
lawful a.d reascnable. P S SR |
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1 Yisdaty to visit theim, at their rrqaest, and to
appiv himselfy with all tenderness and lave, t5
aiminister  spivitual good to their immort:l
ssuls,

Skor. I1. Heshiall instract the sick out of
{he seriptures, tihat diseases avise not out of the
ground, nor do they come by chance, but that
they are directed and sent by a wise snd holy
G, cithei faie correction of sin, for the trid
oi grace, {or improvement inveligiou, or for o-
ther impartant ends § and that they shall work
together for goyi to all these who make a wise
improvement of God’s visitaticn, neither des.
pising his chastening hand, nor fainting under
his rebukes,

Stcr. 111, If the minister finds the sick
person to be grossly ignorant, he shall instruct
him in the nature of repentance and faith, and
il:ie way of acceptance with God, through the
mediation and atonement of Jesus Christ. ~

‘Skcr. I'V. He shall exhort the sick to exa-
mine himsclf ; to search his heart, and try his
former ways, by the word of God ; and shall
assist him, by mentioning some of the obvious
marks and evidences of sincere piety. -

Sect. V. If the sick shall signify any scru-
ple, doubt or temptation, under which he la-
bors, the minister must endeavor to resolve Lis
doubts, and administer instruction and dircc-
tion, as the case may seem to require.

Sger. VL If the sick appear to be a stupid,
thoughtless and hardened sinner, he shall cn-

*deavor to awaken his mind ; to arouse his con-
scicnce 3 to convince him of the cvil and dan-
ger of sin ;0f the curse of the iaw, and the
writh of God due to sinners ; to bring him to ap
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humble and penitential sense of his iniquities 3
and to state before him the fullness of the grace
and mercy of God, in-and thmugh the glorious
Redeemer ; the absolute necessity of faith and
repentance, in order to his being interested in
the favor of God,.or his obtaining everlasting
happiness.

Stct. VII. If the sick person shall appear to

have knowledge, to be of a tender conscience,
“and to have been endeavoring to serve God in
uprightness, though not without many failings
and sinful infirmities ; orifhis spirit be bro-
ken with a sense of sin, or through apprehen-
sions of the want of the divine favor 5 then it
will be proper to administer consolation and
encouragement to him, by: setting before him
the freeness and riches »f the grace of God, the
all-sufficiency of the righteousness-of Christ,
and.the supporting promises of the gospel.

Ssct. VHI. T Mmaﬂtmdeavorto
guard the sick pers nst ill-greunded per-
suasians of themu'c God, wi a vital
union ‘to Christ ; and against unreasonable
fears of - death and despondmg discourage-
ments ; against presumption upon his own
g‘oodncss and merit, upen the ene hand, and a-
- gainst despair of the mercy and grace of God
in Christ Jesus, on the other.

SecT. 1X. In one word, it is the minister’s
duty to administer to the sick person imstruc-
tion, conviction, support, consglation er cncou-

ragement, as his case may seem te require.

At a proper time, when he is most compo-
eed, the minister shall pray with and for him.

SecT. X. Lastly, the minister may improve
the present-occasion to exhort these about the
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sick, to consider their mortality.; to turn to the
Lord and make theirpeace with hinx ; in health
to prepare for sickness, death and judgment.

CHAP. XI1IL |
. #0f the Burial of the Dead.

HEN any person departs this
49 life, let the corpse be taken
care of i in a decent manner; and be kept a
projer and sufficicnt time before interment.
Seor. II. When the season for the funeral
comes, let the dead body be decently attended to
the grave, and interred. During such solemn
-occasions, let all who attend, conduct thesm-
selves with becoming gravity ; and apply
themselves to serious meditation er discourse z
and the minister, if present, may exhort them
‘to consider the frailty of life ; and the impor-
tance of being prepared for death and eternity.

SECT. I. ¥

‘CHAP. XIV.

Of Fasting, ond of the Obseroation of the
| Days of T&mﬁ‘sgwmg.

.8rcer. L. THEB}E is no day wdey the gos -
el commanded to be kept haly,
except the Lord’s day, which is the chﬂdlarn
-sabbath, :
Stcr. II. Nevertheless to observe da.ys of
fabtin g and thwnksgiving, as the éxtraordinary
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‘dispensations of divine prov:deuce may direct,
we judge both scriptural and rational.

Secrt. 111, Fasts and thanksgivings may be
obscrved by individu:zd Christians ; or fami-
lies, in private’; by pariicular congregations ;
by a number of congregations contiguous to
ceach other ; by the congregatmns under the
care of a presbytery, or by all tlfe ega-~
tions of our church. g
~ Secr. IV. K must be left to tHERudgment
and discretion of every Christislijiesamily to
determine, when it is proper to obsé#¥e¢ a pri-
vate fast or thanksgiving ; and to the church-
scssion to deterrpine for particular congrega-
tions ; and to the presbyteries or synod to de-
“termine for larger districts. Vﬂlen it is deem-
" ed expedient that a fast or thanksgiving shouid
be general, the call for them must be judged of
by the'synod. : &nd if at any time the civil
power should ‘think it proper to appoint a [ast
or thanksgivingyitis the duty of the ministers
-and people of buircommunion, as we live under
a christian goy¢rnment, to pay all due respect
to the same,

Sect, V. Public netice is to be given a con-
venricnt time before the day of fasting or thanks.
- giving comes, that persons may so order their
temporal affairs, that they may properly attend
to the dutics thereof.

Seor. VI, There shall be pubhc vmrslnp
“upon all such days 5 and let the prayers, psalms,
- poriions of scripture to be read, and sermons,
be all, in a sp- -cial manner, adapted to the ecca-
8 m,
 Srer. V. On fast days, let thc minister
point out the authority and providences call-
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ine to the observation thercof; and let him
spend a more than usual portion of time in so-
lemn prayer, particular confession of sin, espe-
cially of the sins of the day and place, with their
aggravations, which have brought down the
judgments of heaven. And let the whole dus
be spent in deep humiliation and mourning be-
fore God. '

Secw. VIIf. On days of thanksgiving, hc ix
to give the like information respecting the au-
thority and providences which call to the ob-
servance of them 3 and to spend a more than
usual part of the time in the giving of thanks
agrceably to the occasion, and in singing psalis
or hymns of praise.

It is the duty of people on these -days t» ve-
joice with holy gladness of heart ; but let trem-
bling be so joined with our mirth, that no ex-
.cess or unbecoming levity be indulged.

L

—

[

‘CHAP. XY,

The Durectory for Secret and Yamily Wor-
ship.

Secr. I. P ESIDES the public worship in

congregations, it is the indis-
pensible duty of each person alone in secret ;
and of every family by itself in private, to pray
to, and worship God.

- Secr. II. Secret worship is most plainly
enjoined by our Lord. In this duty cvery one,
apart by himself, is to spend some time in pray-
er, reading the scriptures, holy meditation, and
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serious self-examination. The many advanta-
ges avising from a conscientious discharge of
these dutics, are best known to those who are
found in the faithful discharge of themi.

Secr. HI. Family worship, which onght to
be porformed by every fumily, ordinarily, mor-
ning and evening, consists in prayer, reading
the scriptures, and singing praises,

SEcrt. 1V. The head of the family, who is to
lead in this service, ought to be careful that all
the members of his household duly attend ; an<
thatnone withdraw themselves unnccessarily
firom any part of family worship ; and that all
refrain from their common business while the
scriptures are read, and gravely attend to the
same, no Jess than when prayer or praise is of-
iered up. -

SEcr. V. Letheads of families be careful
to instruct their children and servants in the
principles of religion. Every proper eppostu-
nity ought to be' cambraced for such instruction.
it we are of opinion. that the sabbath eve-

; ) : . "
nings, after public worship, should be sacreay -
preserved for this purpesc. Therctore wo
highly disappreve of paying unnecessary pri-
vate visits on the Lord’s day ; admitting strans
gers into the families, except when necessity er
chavity requives it ; or any other practices,
whatever plausible pretences may be offered in
their favor, if they interfore with the above 1m-
portatzt and necessury duty,
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