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BDedication,

o all persons of whatever race and of whatever section of our country,
who tn-any way contributed, in the LWineteenth Century,

to the financial, intellectual, moral and spiritual elevation of the Llegro,

the editor dedicates this book with the ardent hope,

that before this century shall have ended,
the Legro,
through his own manly efforts,
aided by his friends,

shall veach that point in the American civilization,

where he will be recognized and treated as any other Qmerican citizen.
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PREFACE

The idea of putting this book on the market originated in the follow-
ing considerations:

First. There is considerable ignorance, on the part of the white
people of this country, of the intellectual ability of the Negro, and, as
a consequence, the educated Negro does not receive, at the hands of the
whites, that respectful consideration to which his education entitles him.

Second. At this time, when the attainments made in the nineteenth
century by the other races and nationalities ‘are being paraded, the
friends of the Negro are particularly interested to know something of
the attainments made by him in that century.

Third. There is a strong desire, on the part of those white people
who are deeply interested in the American race problem, to know what
the educated Negroes are thinking on the topics touching this problem,
since it is believed that, if this problem is to be correctly solved, it will
be solved by the combined efforts of the intelligent elements of both
races.

Fourth. A book, in which the aspiring Negro youth of the land can
study the character sketches and the literary productions of the scholarly
men of their own race, along with their study of the character sketches
and the choice literary productions of the scholarly white men of the
country, is a desideratum.

Fifth. The majority of the Negroes need to be enlightened on those
vital topics relating to themselves, and on those questions touching their
development in civilization.

The object of this book is, therefore: (1) To enlighten the uninformed
white people on the intellectual ability of the Negro. (2) To give to
those, who are interested in the Negro race, a better idea of the extent to
which he contributed to the promotion of America’s civilization, and
of the intellectual attainments made by him in the nineteenth century.
(3) To reflect the views of the most scholarly and prominent Negroes
of America on those topics, touching the Negro, that are now engaging
the attention of the civilized world. (4) To point out, to the aspiring
Negro youth, those men and women of their own race who, by their
scholarship, by their integrity of character, and by their earnest efforts
in the work of wuplifting their own race, have made themselves illus-
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6 PREFACE.

trious; also, to enlighten such youth on those ethical, political, and
sociological questions, touching the Negro that will sooner or later
engage their attention. (5) To enlighten the Negroes on that perplex-
ing problem, commonly called the “Race Problem,” that has necessarily
grown out of their contact with their ex-masters and their descendants;
and also to stimulate them to make greater efforts to ascend to that
plane of civilization occupied by the other enlightened peoples of tha
world. :

Now, among all the books on the Negro, there is none whose object
is so worthy, comprehensive, and specific as that above set forth. In
this the superiority of this book to all others, on the Negro, may be seen.
And the superior value of this book is also apparent from the following
- considerations: (1) This is the only book in which there is such a
magnificent array of Negro talent. Other Negro books of a biographical
character are objected to, by the intelligent people who have read them,
on the ground that they contain too few sketches of scholarly Negroes,
and too many of Negroes of ordinary ability. But such a criticism
cannot be made on this book since, as a matter of fact, all of the one
hundred men and women, appearing in it, are among the best educated
Negroes in the world. (2) This is the only book from which one can
get anything like a definite and correct idea of the progress made by the
Negro since his Emancipation along all lines. (3) There is no book
but this one in which there can be found expressed the thoughts of any
considerable number of educated Negroes on 8o many political, religious,
civil, moral and sociological problems touching the Negro, which are
interesting alike to the politician, the moralist and the sociologist.

But it is not to be understood that the one hundred men and women
mentioned in this book are the only Negro scholars in this country. So
far from this, there are hundreds of other Negroes who are as scholarly,
as prominent and as active in the work of uplifting their race as the one
hundred herein given. These one hundred appear here, rather than
others, for no other reason than that they are better known to the editor.
Now, in sending forth this book, the editor ardently hopes that it will
not only accomplish the objects herein set forth, but that it will also do
much towards bringing about a better understanding between the two

races in the South.
D. W. CuLp, Palatka, Fla.



INTRODUCTION.

BY PROF. W. H. CROGMAN.

I am requested to write an introduction to this volume of essays,
written by representative men and women of the Negro race and touching
almost every phase of the Negro question. Certainly it is a hopeful
sign that the Negro is beginning, with some degree of seriousness, to
turn his eyes inward, to study himself, and try to discover what are his
possibilities, and what the obstructions that lie in the way to his larger
development. Undoubtedly this is a rational method of procedure, and
the one most likely to reward his effort; for it is only in proportion as
we become interested in ourselves that we enlist the interest of others,
and only in proportion as we respect ourselves that we command the
respect of others. The story is told of a Negro who, at some time during
the War of the Rebellion, being asked why he did not enlist in the army,
replied: “De Norf and de Souf am two dogs fightin’ over a bone. De
nigger am de bone and takes no part in de conflict.” That this is not the
language of an intelligent Negro is quite evident, if, indeed, it be the lan-
guage of a Negro at all. So common has it been in this country to cari-
cature the black man, to represent him as a driveler in speech and a
buffoon in action, that I am always loath to accept as his those many
would-be-witty sayings which, too often, originating with others, have
been attributed to him. But be the author of that remark whosoever he
may, one thing now is perfectly apparent—the Negro has reached beyond
the “bone” stage. He is no longer content with being a passive observer,
a quiet looker-on, while his character and interests are under discussion.
He is now disposed to speak for himself, to “take part in the conflict.”
'‘Any one desiring evidence of this will find it in the following pages of
“Twentieth Century Negro Literature.” -

This book will do good. It will enlighten many of both races on
topics respecting which they seem to be profoundly ignorant. Not very
long ago a Negro delivered an address in one of the largest churches in
Atlanta. It was an occasion in which a goodly number of white people
was present. They expressed themselves as being delighted. One man
said to a colored bishop that he didn’t know there was a Negro in the
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8 INTRODUCTION.

state that could have delivered such an address. The fact is, both the
good bishop and the writer of these lines might have found him twenty
who could, at least, deliver an address as good, and ten, probably, who
could deliver a better. Well, we don’t know each other—we white and.
black folk. We are neighbors, yet strangers. Our thoughts, our mo-
tives, our desires are unknown to each other. Between the best white
and black people, in whom a:one vests the possibility of a rational and
peaceful solution of the race question, there is absolutely no communica-
tion, no opportunity for exchange of views. Herein lies the danger; for
both people, as a consequence, are suspicious, the one of the other. Not
infrequently, with much uncharitableness, we attribute wrong motives
to those who are truly our friends. Were we acquainted with one
another, as we ought to be, we would doubtless be surprised to discover
how little we differ in our thinking with reference to many of the vexed
questions confronting us. Indeed, it has always been the belief of the
writer, frequently expressed, that neither of the races is as bad as it
appears to the other. May we not hope, then, that “Twentieth Century
Negro Literature” may have the good fortune of falling into the hands
of many white friends.

On the other hand, the book must be stimulating to the Negro people,
especially to those of the younger generation, now blessed with large
educational privilege. It must awaken in them self-respect, self-reliance,
and the ambition to be and to do. By the perusal of its pages they will
be led to see more clearly the path of duty, and to feel more sensibly
the weight of responsibility resting upon them. The first generation of
Negroes after emancipation exhibited to a painful degree the spirit of
dependence, an inclination to lean on something and on somebody—now
on the politician, now on the philanthropist. The reason for this, of
course, is not far to fetch. The spirit of dependence is invariably a
characteristic of weakness. It was not to be expected that the first
generation emerging from slavery would possess all the heroic qualities.-
Gradually, however, the Negro is realizing the importance of self-help.
Good books, among other agencies, will deepen this impression, and
‘ultimately lead him to imbibe in all its fulness the sentiment of the
poet,

“Destiny is not about thee, but within;
Thyself must make thyself.”
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The contributors to this volume are worthy of notice. They are
among the best we have. Some of them are personally known to the
writer. They are men of experience, scholarly men, shunning rather
than courting notoriety—just the class of men to guide a people, alas,
too easily led astray by pretentious ignorance. From a number so large
and so meritorious it would seem invidious to select any for special
mention. It may not be out of place, however, to say a few words with
reference to the editor and compiler, Dr. D. W. Culp. Born a slave in
Union County, South Carolina, like many a black boy, he has had to
forge his way to the front. In 1876 we find him graduating in a class
of one from Biddle University—the first college graduate from that
school. In the fall of the same year he entered Princeton Theological
Seminary, and at the same time pursued studies in philosophy, history,
and psychology in the university under the eminent Doctor McCosh.
His first appearance in the university was the signal for a display of
race prejudice. To the Southern students especially his presence was
very obnoxious. Several of them immediately left the college and went
home. To the credit of their parents, it should be said, they were led to
return. Before the expiration of three years Mr. Culp, by exemplary
~ conduct and good scholarship, won the respect and friendship of the
students in both university and seminary, the Southerners included.
He was graduated from the seminary in 1879, and immediately found
work as pastor under the Ireedmen’s Board of the Northern Presby-
terian Church. He served in the pastorate several years in different
states, was for a time principal of a school in Jacksonville, Florida, the
largest school in the state. Becoming, however, more and more inter-
ested in the physical salvation of his race, he entered upon the study of
medicine in the University of Michigan; but was finally graduated with
honor from the Ohio Medical University, in 1891, since which time he
“has followed the practice of medicine. For a passionate love of knowl-
edge, and for persistent effort in trying to secure it, Dr. Culp is a noble
and inspiring example to the young and aspiring Negro.

Clark University, South Atlanta, Georgia,
December 16, 1901.
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THE EDITOR’'S BIOGRAPHY, BY WALTER 1. LEWIS.

Daniel Wallace Culp, compiler and editor of this book, was born about forty-seven
years ago, of slave parents, four miles from Union Court House in South Carolina. His
mother, Marilla by name, was an excellent type of the devout Christian woman of her
day; she believed firmly in that God, whose inscrutable wisdom directed the ways of her
race through paths that were truly hard. She hesitated not to teach her son Daniel to
love, fear and obey the God in whom she trusted, using whatever light she had.

Christopher Brandon, to whom Daniel and his mother belonged, was one of those
slave-holders in South Carolina who did not believe in the institution of slavery, but
being uncertain as to whether his slaves would be better off if he freed them, he held
them, establishing a sort of patrimony in which his slaves were allowed such superior
opportunities and advantages that the less favored neighbors styled them “Brandon’s
free Negroes.” This distinction carried with it its disadvantages as well, for on account
of the ease and comfort allowed them, they were despised alike by the hard-hearted
slave-owners and the less fortunate slaves. Brandon was kind to his slaves, who were
made to work enough to keep a plenty at home to live upon. He also protected them
against whatever ill treatment begrudging neighbors might be prompted to offer. .

Brandon was a bachelor. He made a favorite and close companion of Daniel to the
extent of having him occupy the same bed with him. This affection of the bachelor
master lasted until his death, which occurred several years after the emancipation.

It is said that in his expiring moments this good man, Brandon, called for young
Daniel, who was then too far away to be on hand in time to hear what was to have
been said before death ensued. Thus died a man who was brave enough, in the midst
of environments that were exacting to the extent of active ostracism for his assertion
of his belief that the Negro is a real human being, possessed of a.mind, soul and rights
to happiness, and should share in the community of responsibilities.

At an early age Daniel became anxious to know what is in books. This ambition
was fed by his former master, who became his first teacher. This make-shift tutelage
continued until 1869, when this rapid little learner caught a sight of better intellectual
food. Accordingly he left his rural home, his soul charged with greater things, and
entered Biddle Memorial Institute, now Biddle University, at Charlotte, N. C.

As a student Daniel did not attract any special attention until he had passed the
preparatory and entered the regular classical course of that institution. It was here
that he won great distinction in his faculty for acquiring a ready knowledge of the
languages and the higher mathematics. So rapidly did he advance in these studies that
it was found necessary to place him in a class alone, none of his mates being able to
keep up with him. This separation was from a class of about twenty young men from
the Carolinas, Virginia, Georgia and Tennessee. For five years he studied, making an
advancement that was frequently a marvel to the teachers, some of whom were at times
puzzled to sustain their place of superiority over him.

In 1876 Daniel Wallace Culp graduated from Biddle University, being the first
graduate from the classical department of that institution, with the degree of Bachelor
of Arts.

Having decided to study theology, he, in.the fall of the same year in which he
graduated from Biddle, entered Princeton Theological Seminary. At the same time he
entered Princeton College to study the History of Philosophy and Psychology under the
great Dr. McCosh.

The presence of a colored student in the classes at Princeton College (which has
no connection with the Theological Seminary) was particularly obnoxious to the young
men of the South, of whom there were several then in attendance. This brought on a
crisis. The young white men of the South packed their trunks and left for their homes,
declaring with much emphasis that they would not sit in the lecture room with a
“nigger.” But, strange to relate, their parents showed better sense by requiring them
to promptly return. In the meanwhile efforts were made to have Dr. Culp discontinue
his attendance at these lectures, all-of which he positively refused to do. The young
men from the South finally became friendly, and things moved on smoothly, Dr. Culp
winning the respect of all the students by his gentlemanly conduct and scholarship.

In the Theological Seminary he was regarded as one of the brightest students in
his class, excelling in the study of the Hebrew language and theology. He graduated
from this seminary in the spring of 1879.

Now came the most trying time in the life of the young man who had been sated
with frequent conquests while in the pursuit of knowledge. Dr. Culp was assigned to an
humble Presbyterian Church at Laurens, 8. C., under the auspices of the Freedman's



Board of the Northern Presbyterian Church.’ His work .was to preach and teach at
that place. He remained at Laurens one year, when he was called to the pastorate of
Laura Street Presbyterian Church in Jacksonville, Fla.

In the fall of 1881 he was appointed principal of Stanton Institute, the largest
colored college in the state of Florida. For a while he filled both the pastorate of the
church and the principalship of Stanton, but findjng it impracticable to hold both he
finally resigned the pastorate, after having served the church for five years. He was
principal of Stanton four years. Rev. F. J. Grimke, D. D., succeeded Dr, Culp as pastor
of Laura Street Presbyterian Church. ’

Desiring to help his people in what is known as the “black belt” of Florida, he
severed his connection with the Stanton Institute and went to Lake City and established
the Florida Normal and Industrial Institute. There he prepared many young men and
women to teach in the district schools. This schoo] was operated under the General
Congregational Association of Florida, of which Dr. Culp is a member. :

In- 1886 he accepted an appointment from the American Missionary Association
to take charge of the church and school at Florence, Ala. He did not remain there long
before the same board appointed him to the pastorate of the First Congregational Church
in Nashville, Tenn. It was here that Dr. Culp became deeply concerned about the
physical salvation of his race. To fit himself to do actual work along this line, he
resigned his pastorate over the strongest protests of his members, and entered the
Medical School of the University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor. After remaining in this
college for some time, studying with the avidity and success of former years, he left
and entered the Ohfo Medical College, where he could enjoy the advantages of the study
of the superior hospital facilities. Here he graduated with honors in 1891, and again
came South, locating in Augusta, Ga.

Shortly after his arrival in Augusta, Dr. Culp having demonstrated his high
capabilities and fitness, was elected by the City Council to be superintendent and resi-
dent physician of the Freedmen's Hospital in that city. This position was coveted by
several white physicians, hence the election of Dr. Culp created no small stir. The
excitement was great for some time. Finally it became apparent that to continue to
hold this position would be hazardous in a number of ways, and upon the advice of
his wife and friends Dr. Culp resigned, after serving one year.

Afterwards he built ‘'up an excellent practice of medicine in the city of Augusta,
but owing to the fast failing health of his family he moved to Palatka, Fla., and after
two years of successful practice he moved to Jacksonville to give his children, a promis-
ing girl and boy, the advantages of the schools.

After remaining in Jacksonville for about seven years, Dr. Culp yielded to the
entreaties of the people of Palatka and returned to that city, where he now is, having
won the fullest confidence of the people as a successful physician.

Dr. Culp narried Mrs. Mary Emily Jefferson, of Jacksonville, in 1884. She was
at that time a prominent teacher in the public schools of that city. His union has been
blessed ‘with two children, a girl, Charlotte Marilla, fourteen years old, and Julian Mec-
Kenzie, twelve years old.

Dr. and Mrs. Culp are both profoundly interested in the education of these children,
hoping to fit them to be useful to their race.

Dr. Culp is classed as a thorough race man. Freed from the monstrous visions
which many delight to parade as arguments, he abides by a strong faith in the destiny
of the valuable elements of his race. That his people are destined to reach a high
point in civilization has been his private conviction for years, not being very free, how-
ever, to say that this will be attalned in America.

Dr. Culp also seriously believes that if the race problem is ever solved in this coun-
try, it will be done by the combined efforts of the intelligent elements of both races.
His great interest in the physical salvation of his race has moved him to both lecture
extensively and write books and pamphlets on health topics during the past seven
years. Notable among these are his books on smallpox and vaccination, consumption,
etc., all of which have done good among the people whose means of information on the
proper care of health are the poorest.

Dr. Culp has good standing with the editors of the leading magazines. By these he
has been invited repeatedly to write articles on the Race Problem. This invitation he
has accepted more than once, and when he writes, he displays a degree of literary
ability that is striking. His purpose in compiling and editing this book is but one of the
several great plans he has in reserve to publicly demonstrate what he regards as actual
service for the inspiration of his day and generatjon.
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MRS. MARY B. TALBERT.

Mary Burnett Talbert was born at Oberlin, Ohio, in 1866, her father’s family having
gone there from Chapel Hill, N. C. She is descended on her maternal side from Rich-
ard Nichols, who compelled Peter Stuyvesant to surrender New Amsterdam and who
for a short while was Governor of the State of New York.

She graduated at the early age of sixteen from the Oberlin High School, and
through the generosity of Ex-President James H. Fairchild was enabled to attend
Oberlin College.

When applying for admission to the class in trigonometry, the instructor doubt-
fully admitted her, as so many of the High School pupils had found the subject very
hard and preferred a review of other mathematics. She entered the class, however,
on trial, and made a term’s record of 5 per cent, with an examination of 5.5 per cent,
6 per cent being the highest mark for lessons in college.

During the next term she entered the class of mechanics, and made a perfect
record for term’'s work and examination.

‘While attending school she was well liked by her classmates, being made Treasurer
of Aeolian, one of the two college societies for young women, and was also one of
six representatives chosen for Class Day Exercises. She was given the place of honor
upon the programme, and recited an original poem, “The Lament of the Old College
Bell, Once First, Now Second.”

Mrs. Talbert graduated from Oberlin at the early age of nineteen, being the only
colored member of her class after the withdrawal of the late Lieutenant John Alexander.

She started out in life equipped not only with a great love of learning but with
all the encouragement which made it possible for her to follow the inclinations of
her mind.

In 1886 she accepted a position in Bethel University, Little Rock, Ark.

Some women make themselves teachers, but Mrs. Talbert was a born teacher.
The late Professor John M. Ellis, in writing of her, said: “She is a lady of Christian
character and pleasing address. As a student she has an excellent record and standing
in her class, showing good abilities and industry and fidelity in her work. She has
the qualities natural and acquired to make a superior teacher.”

In January, 1887, she was elected Assistant Principal of the Little Rock High
School, the highest position held by any woman in the State of Arkansas, and the
only colored woman who has ever held the position. Mrs. Talbert resigned her place
after her marriage to Mr. Willlam H. Talbert, one of Buffalo's leading colored young
men, and- was urged after marriage to reconsider her resignation and take up her
work again.

Leading educators and literary men, such as Charles Dudley Warner, Samuel A.
Greene of Boston, L. S. Holden of St. Louis, and others who visited her classes, and,
having seen them at work, registered their names with written comments.

Professor Albert A. Wright of Oberlin writes as follows: ‘‘Mary Burnett received
her education in the public schools and college of this place, where her parents have
resided for many years. She has won the respect and approval of her teachers by
her successful accomplishments of the tasks set before her.” Mrs. Talbert received
the degree granted to students of the Literary Course in 1894, and is a member of the
Association of Collegiate Alumnae, being the only colored woman in the city of
Buffalo eligible.



TWENTIETH CENTURY NEGRO LITERATURE.

TOPIC 1.

DID THE AMERICAN NEGRO MAKE, IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY,
ACHIEVEMENTS ALONG THE LINES OF WEALTH, MORALITY, EDU-
CATION, ETC., COMMENSURATE WITH HIS OPPORTUNITIES? IF
80, WHAT ACHIEVEMENTS DID HE MAKE?

BY MARY B. TALBERT.

As the hand upon the dial of the nineteenth century clock pointed to
its last figure, it showed that the American Negro had ceased to be a
thing, a commodity that could be bought and sold, a mere animal; but
was indeed a human being possessing all the qualities of mind and heart
that belong to the rest of mankind, capable of receiving education and
imparting it to his fellow man, able to think, act, feel, and develop those
intellectual and moral qualities, such as characterize mankind generally.

Let us glance at the intellectual Negro and see if he has made any
progress commensurate with his opportunities during the nineteenth
century.

Intuitively we turn to that great historian of our race—who for
seven years worked with such care and zeal to write a thoroughly trust-
worthy history of the American Negro, and to-day stands as our first
and greatest historian—George W. Williams. In prefacing his second
volume, he says: “I have tracked my bleeding countrymen through
widely scattered documents of American history; I have listened to
their groans, their clanking chains, and melting prayers, until the woes
of a race and the agonies of centuries seem to crowd upon my soul as a
bitter reality. Many pages of this history have been blistered with my
tears; and although having lived but a little more than a generatlon
my mind feels as if it were cycles old.

“A short time ago the schools of the entire North were shut in his
17
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face; and the few separate schools accorded him were given grudgingly.
They were usually held in the lecture room of some colored church or
thrust off to one side in a portion of the city or town toward which
aristocratic ambition would never turn. These schools were generally
poorly equipped; and the teachers were either colored persons whose
opportunities of securing an education had been poor, or white persons
whose mental qualifications would not encourage them to make an honest
living among their own race.”

It will not be necessary to enumerate the various insults and dis-
couragements which faced the noble pioneers of our race who, seeing
their fellow men denied the opportunities and privileges of securing an
education, scorned by the press and pulpit, in public and private gather-
ings for their ignorance, set about to lift the Negro from his low social
and mental condition.

The Negro turned his attention to the education of himself and his
children; schools were commenced, churches organized, and a new era
of self-culture and general improvement began.

In Boston we sce Thomas Paul, Leonard A. Grimes, John T. Ray-
mond, Robert Morris and John V. DeGrasse.

In 1854 John V. DeGrasse was admitted to the Massachusetts Med-
ical Society, being the first instance of such an honor being conferred
upon a colored man in this country.

In New York we find Rev. Henry Highland Garnet, Dr. Charles B.
Ray, Charles L. Reason and Jacob Day doing what they could to elevate
the Negro and place him on a higher intellectual plane.

Philadelphia also added her quota to the list of noble men who were
striving to show to the world that the American Negro, although
enslaved, was a human being. We find such men as Robert Purvis, Wil-
liam Still and Stephen Smith.

- In Western Pennsylvania and New York were John Peck, John B.
Vashon and Peyton Harris and all through the North, each state held
colored men who were anxious to do what they could to elevate the race,
and it seems as if God gave each one a special duty to perform, which
" combined, made one mighty stimulus to the young colored youth to do
what he could to build up the Negro race.

Do you ask if the Negro has advanced intellectually, I need only to
refer you to the showing made by the men and women of our race to-day.
The works of Frederick Douglass, John M. Langston, Blanche K. Bruce,
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J. C. Price, are living testimonials of what the Negro accomplished a
generation ago.

When we consider the fact that the Negro was of such import that laws
were made making it a misdemeanor to educate the Negro, both before
and after the Civil War; when we consider the Greek text books of
Professor Scarborough of Wilberforce used by one of the oldest Colleges
in America; when we consider the Presidents and Principals of various
Negro schools in our country, such as Livingston, N. C.; Spellman Sem-
inary, Atlanta, Ga.; Wilberforce, Ohio; Virginia Normal and Collegiate;
Shaw University; when we consider the place that our honored clergy
occupy among the intellectual men of the world; when we consider the
work of Booker T. Washington, we must admit that the love of knowl-
edge seems to be intuitive. No people ever learned more in so short a
time.

Every year since the Civil War the American Negro has been taking
on better and purer traits of character.

The Negro of to-day is materially different from the Negro of yester-
day. He delights in the education of his children, and from every section
of our Southland come letters asking for competent colored teachers
and educated ministers. The young man and woman who educate them-
selves in our Northern colleges and normal schools do not always have
to turn their attention to the far South to seek fields of labor, but in an
honest competition, gain places of honor and trust in the North,

Think of the scores of young colored women all over our Northern
states teaching the “young idea how to shoot,” and not a black face in
the class. We find colored women with large classes of white pupils in
St. Paul, Minn.; Chicago, Ill.; Detroit, Mich.; Cleveland, Ohio; Buffalo,
N. Y.; and other Northern cities. “Irom the state of semi-civilization,”
says Williams, “in which he cared only for the comforts o6f the present,
his desires and wants have swept outward and upward into the years to
come and toward the Mysterious Future.”

Several hundred weekly newspapers, a dozen monthly magazines,
conducted by Negroes, are feeding the mind of the race, binding com-
munities together by the cords of common interest and racial sympathy.
The conditions around which the Negro was surrounded years ago have
disappeared and the Negro is as proud of his own society as the whites
are of theirs. Sociological study and laws have given to our present
generation the will power and tenacity to establish and maintain a social

faS v
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standing equal with any of the races of the world. Without a question
of doubt he has shown moral qualities far in advance of those which
dominated in slave history and under which he was constantly subjected.

Has the Negro made any achievements along the lines of wealth?
needs only a review of statistics to answer the above question, for where
once was the rude cabin, and one-room hut, we now see the beautiful
homes with well kept stock and farm, hygienic stables as well as artistic
lawns. The first experiment the general masses of negroes had in the
saving of money was under that institution known as “The I"'rcedman’s
Saving and Trust Company.” The institution started out under the
most favorable auspices. The depositors numbered among its rank and
file, day laborers, farmers, mechanics, house-servants, barbers and
washerwomen; thus showing to the entire country that the emancipated
Negro was not only working but by industry and economy was saving

-his earnings. We know too well of the misplaced confidence in that bank

and how after a short time the bank failed and thousands of colored men
and women lost their earnings. During the brief period of its existence
$57,000,000 were deposited. Although the Freedman’s Bank caused
many a colored person to shrink from any banking institution, yet some
were hopeful and again began to save money. Throughout the entire
South we find scores of colored men who have excellent farms, elegant
homes and small fortunes. '

“In Baltimore a company of colored men own a ship-dock and trans-
act a large business. Some of the largest orange plantations in Florida
are owned by colored men. On most of the plantations, and in many of
the large towns and cities colored mechanics are quite numerous.”

The total amount of property owned by the colored people in all the
states is rated at over $400,000,000.

In the North, East and West we see many colored men with hand- -
some estates run high into the hundred thousands. Almost every large
city and town will show among her population a Negro here and there
whose wealth is rated between five and ten thousand dollars or more.

Rev. A. G. Davis of Raleigh, N. C., in an address at the North Caro-
lina Agricultural Fair, said, “Scan, if you will, the long line of eight
million Negroes as they march slowly but surely up the road of progress,
and you will find in her ranks such men as Granville T. Woods, of Ohio,
the electrician, mechanical engineer, manufacturer of telephones, tele-
graph and electrical instruments; William Still, of Philadelphia; the
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MRS. JOSEPHINE SILONE YATES.

Mrs. Josephine Yates, youngest daughter of Alexander and Parthenia Reeve-Silone,
was born in Mattiluck, Suffolk County, N. Y., where her parents, grandparents and great-
grandparents were long and favorably known as individuals of sterling worth, morally,
intellectually and physically speaking. On the maternal side Mrs. Yates is a niece of
the Rev. J. B. Reeve, D. D., of Phildelphia.

Mrs. Silone, a woman of education and great refinement of character, began the
work of educating this daughter in her quiet, Christian home, and both parents hoping
that she might develop into a useful woman spared no pains in endeavoring to secure
for her the education the child very early showed a desire to obtain; and with this end
in view she was sent to Newport, R. 1., in her fourteenth year, having already spent
one year at the Institute for Colored Youth in Philadelphia, and Mrs. Coppin, then
Miss Fannie Jackson, with her vigorous irntellect, aided the inspiration the mother had
begun. In 1877 Miss Silone graduated as valedictorian of a large class from Rogers
High School of Newport; and although the only Colored member of her class, and the
first graduate of color, invariably she was treated with the utmost courtesy by teachers,
scholars and such members of the School Board as Thomas Wentworth Higginson, T.
Coggeshall, and others.

Two years later she graduated from the Rhode Island State Normal School in
Providence, and soon began her life work as a teacher. During the eight years spent
in Lincoln Institute, Jefferson City, Mo., she had charge of the Department of Natural
Science, and was the first woman to be elected to a professorship in that institution.

In 1889 Miss Silone was married to Prof. W. W. Yates, principal of Phillips School,
Kansas City, Mo., and removed to that city, where since she has been engaged in either
public or private school work.

From the age of nine years she has been writing for the press, and her articles
have appeared in many leading periodicals—for a long time under the signature “R. K.
Potter.” Mrs. Yates has long been a zealous club worker and is well known as a
lecturer East and West. She was one of the organizers and the first President of the
Kansas City Woman's League; and in the summer of 1901 was elected President of the
National Association of Colored Women, which organization she had already served
as Treasurer for a period of four years.

Mrs. Yates is the mother of two children, whose education she carefully superin-
tends, and is ever ready to comfort the sick or to stop her round of duties to give

counsel or render help along any line possible to the many young people and others
who seek her door.
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coal dealer; Henry Tanner, the artist; John W. Terry, foreman of the
iron and fitting department of the Chicago West Division Street Car
Company;-J. D. Baltimore, engineer, machinist, and inventor, of Wash-
ington, D. C.; Wiley Jones, of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, the owner of a
street car railroad, race track and park; Richard Hancock, foreman of
the pattern shops of the Eagle Works and Manufacturing Company, and
draughtsman; John Beack, the inventor, whose inventions are worth
tens of thousands of dollars; W. C. Atwood, the lumber merchant and
capitalist.”

And now in review let me add that the social conditions of the Amer-
ican Negro are such that he has shown to the world his aptitude for
study and general improvement.

Before character, education and wealth, all barriers will melt, and
these are necessary to develop the growth of the race.

From abject serfdom and pauperism he has risen to a plane far above
the masses of any race of people.

By his industry and frugality he has made himself master of any
situation into which he has been placed, and none will deny that his
achievements along all lines have been commensurate with his oppor-
tunities. ' :

SECOND PAPER.

DID THE AMERICAN NEGRO MAKE, IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY,
ACHIEVEMENTS ALONG THE LINES OF WEALTH, MORALITY, EDU-
CATION, ETC., COMMENSURATE WITH HIS OPPORTUNITIES? IF
S0, WHAT ACHIEVEMENTS DID HE MAKE?

BY JOSEPHINE SILONE YATES.

The measure of the success of a race is the depths from which it has
come, and the condition under which it has developed. To know what
the Negro actually accomplished in the nineteenth century, one must
know something of his life and habitat previous to the year 1619, when
against his will or wish, he was brought to the Virginian coast; must
also know his life as a slave, and his opportunities since emancipation.

History shows that the Negroes brought from Africa to this country
to be sold into slavery were at the time in a more or less primitive stage
of uncivilized life; while the methods used to capture and transport them
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to this “land of the free and home of the brave,” recently revived
through the vivid pen pictures and other illustrations running in serial
form in Scribner’s, Pearson’s and other reliable periodicals (accounts
which bear the impress of truth, and are hardly liable to the charge of
having been written within too close range of time and space, or vice
versa, to be strictly truthful), indicate the demoralizing and debasing
offects of the “system” from its initial period, this followed up by the
blighting influences of slave life, even under the most favorable con-
ditions, for nearly two hundred and fifty years, left upon Negro life and
character just the traits it would have left upon any other people sub-
jected to similar conditions for the same length of time.

It may be said, and with truth, that slavery gave to the Negro some
of the arts of civilized life; but it must be added, that, denying him the
inalienable rights of manhood, denying him the right to the product of
his labor, it left him no noble incentive to labor at these arts, and thus
tended to render him improvident, careless, shiftless, in short, to demoral-
ize his entire nature.

It is further stated that the system gave him Christianity. Did it
give him piety? Could it give him morality in the highest sense of these
terms?

Constantine could march the refractory Saxons to the banks of a
stream and give them their option between Christianity and the sword,
~ but the haughty monarch soon found that a religion forced in this per-
emptory and wholesale fashion did not change the moral nature of the
soldier; and we submit that Christianity, language, and the arts of
civilized life, absorbed amidst the debasing influences of a cruel and
infamous bondage could not be productive of a harmonious develop-
'ment of body, mind and soul; of strong moral and intellectual fiber;
or of ideas of the dignity of labor; of habits of thrift, economy, the
careful expenditure of time and money; or knowledge of the intimate
relationship of these two great factors in the process of civilization.
These are results attained only where the rights of manhood and woman-
hood are acknowledged and respected. The lack of these results or basic
impulses to advancement represent defects in the Negro character, pre-
venting a more rapid development in the nineteenth century and directly
traceable to his enslaved state; and the origin or cause, the growth and
subsequent development of these, and other defects, must be taken into
consideration before the Negro is stamped as the greatest criminal on
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earth, wholly irredeemable; before he is condemned in wholesale manner
for not having made more rapid strides toward advanced civilization in
little more than one generation of freedom. Indeed, it speaks well for
the intrinsic merit of the race, that although public opinion freely admits
that the natural outcome of bondage is a cowardly, thieving, brutal, or
abject specimen of humanity, even in the darkest hours of slavery, there
were many, many, high-born souls who, if necessary, at the price of life
itself, maintained their integrity, rose superior to their surroundings,
taught these same lofty sentiments to others.

Emancipation and certain constitutional amendments brought free-
dom to the material body of the erstwhile slave, but the soul, the higher
self, could not be so easily freed from the evils that slavery had fastened
upon it through centuries of debasement; and because of this seoul
degradation the Negro, no less than the South, needed to be physically,
mentally and morally reconstructed.

Reconstruction, the eradication of former characteristics, the growth
and development of new and more favorable ones, is with any race the
work of time. Generations must pass, and still it need not be expected
that the process will be full and complete; meanwhile, what measure of
success is the Negro achieving? Were his achievements in the nineteenth
century, educationally, morally, financially and otherwise at all com-
mensurate with his opportunities?

The year 1863 saw four million Negroes come forth from a state of
cruel bondage with little of this world’s goods that constitute capital;
with few of those incentives to labor that universally are requisites to
the full and free development of labor and capital. The knowledge the
Negro had of agriculture, of domestic life, and in some cases, his high-
grade mechanical skill, gave him something of a vantage ground, but
for nearly two hundred and fifty years he had been so “worked” that it
would be expecting too much to demand that he at once comprehend the
true dignity of labor. Nor was it to be expected that to his untutored
mind freedom and work were terms to be intimately associated. Then
there was a certain amount of constitutional inertia to be overcome, a
natural heritage of the native of a tropical or semi-tropical climate, but
quite incompatible with the fierce competition of American civilization,
or with the material conditions of a people who owned in the entire
country forty years ago, only a few thousand dollars; and among whom
education was limited to the favored few whose previous estate either
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of freedom, or by other propitious circumstance, had rendered its acqui-
sition possible. Organizations for business enterprise or any purpose
.of reform and advancement, outside of the Northern cities, was prac-
tically unknown.

Evidently one of the first things to be done by which the Negro could
be reconstructed and become an intelligent member of society was to
educate him; teach him to provide for himself; making him more provi-
dent and painstaking; teaching him self-reliance and self-control; teach-
ing him the value of time, of money, and the intimate relationship of the
two. Certainly not a light task. These lessons could only be learned
in the practical school of experience, then, not in a day. And what has
been accomplished? IForty years ago there was not in the entire South-
land a single Negro school; before the close of the nineteenth century
there were twenty thousand Negro school houses, thirty thousand Negro
teachers, and three million Negro school children happily wending their
way to the “Pierian Spring.”

Under the “system,” generally speaking, it had been considered a
crime to teach the Negro to read or write; and the census of 1870 shows
that only two-tenths of all the Negroes of the United States, over ten
years of age, could write. Ten years later, the proportion had increased
to three-tenths of the whole number; while in 1890 only a generation
after emancipation, forty-three per cent of those ten years and over were
able to read and write; this proportion before the close of the century
reached forty-five per cent.

To wipe out forty-five per cent of illiteracy in less than forty years;
to find millions of children in the common schools; to find twenty thou-
sand Negroes learning trades under the soul inspiring banner of free
labor; to find other thousands successfully operating many commercial
enterprises; among these, several banks, one cotton mill, and one silk
mill; to find Negroes performing four-fifths of the free labor of the
South, thus becoming a strong industrial factor of the section is to fur-
nish proof of achievements in the nineteenth century of which we need
not be ashamed; and considering the restrictions of labor unions, the
fields or classes of labor from which the Negro is practically barred
regardless of section, quite commensurate with the opportunities afforded
him during the period in question.

Within forty years the system of instruction in the American schools
has undergone some radical changes for the better; and if the system
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in vogue at the beginning of this period, with the study of the classics
as the pivotal point, did not fit the practical needs of the average Anglo-
Saxon youth, with his heritage of centuries of culture, it is not strange
if some blunders were made in attempting to shape this same classical
education into a working basis for a people emerging from a state of
bondage in which to impart even the elements of education, was con-
sidered a crime, generally speaking.

Industrial, manual, or technical training had not, forty years ago,
taken firm hold upon the educational system, and school courses for
Negroes were planned after classical models, perhaps better suited in'
many instances for students of a more advanced mentality and civiliza-
tion; for humanity at large can scarcely hope to escape the slow and
inevitable stages and processes of evolution. Individual genius, how-
ever, bound by no law, may leap and bound from stage to stage; and we
point with pride to Negroes whose classic education in the early decades
of freedom served not only to prove their own individual ability, but the
capacity of the race for, and susceptibility to, a high degree of culture at
a time when such demonstration was a prime necessity.

We do not consider that any mistake was made in at once providing
for the classical or higher education of those who were mentally able to
receive it, and as brilliant achievements of the nineteenth century from
an educational standpoint, we refer with a keen sense of gratification to
the two thousand five hundred and twenty-five or more college graduates
who are helping to raise the standard of the race from all points of view;
to the real genius of the race that has given us Douglass, Langston,
Bruce, Washington, Tanner, Scarborough, Page, Grisham, Miller, Du-
bois, Wright, Bowen, Crogman, Johnson, Dunbar, Chestnutt and others
too numerous to mention, whose names should be enshrined in the hearts
of present and future generations; to the forty thousand Negro students
pursuing courses in higher institutions of learning; to the twelve thou-
sand pursuing classical courses; to the one hundred and twenty thousand
taking scientific courses; to the one hundred and fifty-six institutions for
the higher education of Negroes; to the two thousand practicing physi-
cians; to the three hundred newspapers and the five hundred books writ-
ten and published by Negroes; to a gradually increasing discrimination
in all those matters of taste and form which mark the social status of a
people, and give to the individual, or the mass, the, perhaps, indefinable,
but at the same time, distinctive, stamp of culture.
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These achievements, alone, within less than forty years of freedom,
serve to demonstrate our fitness for civilization, and also, that as the
years pass there is a still greater necessity for Negroes who possess a
broad, a liberal, a well balanced education; and at the same time a simi-
lar need for Negroes possessing shrewd, business ability; a high degree
of mechanical skill; extensive knowledge of industrial arts and sciences,
and of profitably invested capital.

From the early years of freedom a few leaders, as at Hampton, real-
ized, that the great mass of Negroes needed first of all experimental
knowledge of the dignity of labor such as could never result from labor
performed under the conditions of slavery; that they needed to know
more of skilled labor in order to be able to meet and enter the fierce
competition of American industrial life, or even to live upon the plane
of American civilization; and in spite of adverse criticisin, these leaders
proceeded to establish industrial and manual training schools for the
Negro, with such elementary training as from their point of view scemed
most beneficial. That the methods chosen have been rich in results, it is
only necessary to know something of the deep and extensive influence
of Hampton, Tuskegee, Normal, and other industrial schools, in directly,
or indirectly, improving the environment and daily life of the masses.

The insidious and ultimate effect of slavery upon the normal and
spiritual nature of the enslaved is to blunt, to entirely efface the finer
instincts and sensibilities, to take away those germs of manhood and
womanhood that.distinguish the lowest savage from the beasts of the
field. Continue this soul-debasement for centuries, deny the slave the
right to home, the right to family—ties which universally prove the great-
est stimulus to courage, patriotism, morality, civilization—then declare
the emancipated slave a brute, for whom education does nothing, because
in little more than a generation he has not wiped out all of the degrada-
tion that the conditions of generations instilled and intensified!

Criminologists, discussing the apparent increase of crime in this coun-
try, assert that this apparent increase is largely due to the more complete
records kept of criminals within the last forty years than formerly, and
the better facilities for ferreting out crime and for subjecting offenders
to the penalty of the law; and it may be added, in the Negro’s case, as
recently stated by a Kansas City judge, a native of Georgia, noted for
his unprejudiced views and fair dealing, “It takes less evidence to con-
vict a Negro than it does a white man; and a longer term in the peni-
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tentiary will be given a Negro for the same offense than will be given
a white offender. That is why I have been so frequently compelled to
cut down the sentence of Negroes.” The entire history of the chain-gang
system corroborates these statements—a system that helps to increase
the reported number of criminals; and although race riots, lynchings and
massacres may seem to indicate the opposite to the uninitiated, the Negro
is not a lawless element of society. In the United States a natural rest-
lessness has possessed him since emancipation, and it requires time to
work out and adjust conditions under which he can develop normally
from the standpoint of morality as well as from other points of view.
Meanwhile, the prime necessity to raise the moral status is the develop-
ment and upbuilding of that which in its highest embodiment, was denied
him in the days of bondage—the home. We need homes, homes, homes,
where intelligence and morality rule. And what was accomplished in
this line in the ninetcenth century? Irom owning comparatively few
homes forty years ago, the Negro advanced before the close of the century
to the position of occupying one million five hundred thousand farms
and homes; and of owning two hundred and seventy-five thousand of
these; many of them, as shown by views, forming a part of the exhibit at
‘the Paris Exposition and elsewhere, compare favorably with the homes of
any people. ,

As to the intelligence and morality that constitute the environment
of the great mass of these homes owned by Negroes, the statistics of
education and of crime show that Negro criminals do not, as a rule, come
from the refined and educated classes, but from the most illiterate, the
stupid, and the besotted element; from the class that has not been
reached by the moral side of education, if at all. Says the compiler of
the eleventh census: “Of juvenile criminals the smallest ratio is found
among Negroes.” This speaks well for the general atmosphere of the
home life of our youth; while the bravery displayed by the colored man
in every war of American independence has demonstrated his ability to
risk life fearlessly “in defense of a country in which too many states
permit his exclusion from the rights of citizenship.” Such sacrifice pre-
supposes a moral ideal of the highest type.

The position of the women of the race, always an index to the real
progress of a people, in spite of slanderous attacks from unscrupulous
members of her own and other races, is gradually improving, and was
materially aided and abetted by the liberal ideas that especially obtained
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in the latter half of the century with reference to the development of
women—irrespective of race or color—along the line of education, the
professiohs, the industrial arts, etc. )

" As to the advancement of the Negro from a financial standpoint, it
is possible that his achievements during the period in question might
have been greater; yet both from within and without there have been
many hindrances to overcome in the matter of accumulating wealth.

One of the greatest crimes of the slave system was that in practically
denying to the slave the right to the product of his labor or any part
thereof; it, to-all intents and purposes destroyed his acquisitive faculty;
thus he had small incentive to labor when free; and as the years went
by, accumulated little in the shape of capital; showed little interest in
profitable investment of his savings, if he were so fortunate as to have
any. The great number of secret orders, and other schemes for the
unwary, the main object of which apparently was to “bury the people”
with great pomp and show, drained his pockets of most of the surplus
change,.

The Freedmen’s Bureau sought to establish Negroes as peasant pro-
prietors of the soil on the farms and plantations-of the stricken South,
and dreams of “forty acres and a mule” for a long time possessed the
more ambitious only, in many instances, to meet a rude awakening; but
notwithstanding the fact that the system of renting land, combined with
the credit system of obtaining the necessities of life while waiting for
the production and sale of the crop, is not conducive to the ownership
of land on the part of the tenant; notwithstanding the very natural
tendency on the part of the Negro to disassociate ideas of freedom and of
tilling the soil, added to a desire to segregate in large cities in place
of branching out to the sparsely settled districts of the great West and
Northwest, there to take up rich farming lands and by a pioneer life to
mend his fortunes in company with the peasants of other nations who
are thus acquiring a firm foothold and a competence for their descen-
dants; we repeat—in spite of the facts mentioned—before the close of
the century the Negro had accumulated farms and homes valued in the
neighborhood of seven hundred and fifty million dollars; personal prop-
erty valued at one hundred and seventy millions; and had raised eleven
millions for educational purposes. IFrom these, and such other statistics
as are available, relative to the achievements of the Negro in the United
States during the nineteenth century, bearing in mind our first propo-
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J. W. E. BOWEN, A.M,, PH.D,, D.D.

Dr. John Wesley Edward Bowen was born in New Orleans. His father, Edward
Bowen, went to New Orleans from Washington, D. C. He was a free man, a boss carpen-
ter and builder by trade, and able to read, write and cipher. He was highly esteemed,
was prosperous in business, accumulated some money and lived in comfort. Dr. Bowen’s
mother, Rose Bowen, he says, was the grand-daughter of an African Princess of the
Jolloffer tribe, on the west coast of Africa. When he was three years old his father
bought him and his mother out of slavery. When he was thirteen he went to the prepara-
tory school of New Orleans University for colored people, established after the war by
the Methodist Episcopal church. When he was seventeen he entered the University
proper, and five years later he was graduated with the degree of A.B. At the age of
seventeen he was converted in a Methodist revival meeting, and nine monthg later was
licensed as a local preacher, and has been preaching ever since.

soon after his graduation Dr. Bowen became Professor of Latin and Greek in the
Central Tennessee College, at Nashville, in which position he remained for four years.
In 1882 he resigned his professorship and entered Boston University, where he studied
four years, taking the degree of B. D. in 1885; and the degree of Ph. D. in 1887 from the
school of all sciences of Boston University. He also did special advanced work in Greek,
Latin, Hebrew, Chaldee, Arabic and German, and in Metaphysics and Psychology.

He was the first colored man in the Methodist church to take the degree of Ph.D.
and the second colored man to take the degree in any university in this country.

Soon after leaving the university, Dr. Bowen joined the New England Methodist
Conference, and was appointed pastor of the Revere Street Church. While in New
Eng.and he also preached acceptably in many white churches—serving one for a month,
and was asked to become their pastor after this period. After serving St. John’s colored
church in Newark three years, he became pastor of the Centennial Methodist Episcopal
church in Baltimore, and at the same time professor of church history in the Morgan
college for colored people in that city. During this pastorate he conducted a phenomenal
revival in which there were 735 conversions,

Dr. Bowen next was the pastor of Asbury Methodist Episcopal church in Washington
for three years, and at the same time Professor of Hebrew in Howard University for
colored people in that city. He here acquired a national fame as a scholar, orator and
thinker. During this pastorate he pursued the study of the Semitic languages in the
school of correspondence of Dr. W. R. Harper, then at Yale University. When he resigned
his positions at Washington, he became for one year a Field Secretary of the Missionary
Society of the Methodist Episcopal church, retaining his Washington residence.

Dr. Bowen was next elected Professor of Historical Theology in Gammon Theological
Seminary for colored people at Atlanta, Ga., which position he still holds. In consequence
of the resignation of the president, the Rev. Dr. Thierkield, he has been for several
months the chairman of the faculty, and the executive officer of the institution. He is
also the Secretary of the Stewart Foundation for Africa, a member of the American
Negro Academy, and a member of the American Historical Association, which last society
numbers among its members some of the most learned men in this and other countries.
Dr. Bowen received the degree of A. M. from the University of New Orleans in 1886, and
that of D. D. from Gammon Theological Seminary in 1892.

Amid all these engrossing occupations, Dr. Bowen has been a voluminous writer and
an indefatigable lecturer. His publications include a volume of sermons and addresses,
“Plain Talks to the Colored People of America,” *Appeal to the King,” “The Comparative
Status of the Negro at the Close of the War and To-day,” “The Struggle for Supremacy
Between Church and State in the Middle Ages,” and “The American and the African
Negro.” He has now ready for the press a volume of “University Addresses” and a
volume of “Discussions in Philosophy and Theory;"” also “The History of the Education
of the Negro Race.”

Dr. Bowen was voted for at the last General Conference for Bishop. He stood second
on first ballot. His friends predict that he will be elected at the forthcoming General
Conference.
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sition—the measure of the success of a people is the depths from which
it has come—we conclude that educationally, morally, financially, the
Negro has accomplished by means of the opportunities at his command
about all that could be expected of him or any other race under similar
conditions.

That the Negro has made mistakes goes without saying. All races
as well as all individuals have made them, but—*“Let the dead past bury
its dead.”

The great problem confronting this and future generations is and
will be, how to surpass or even equal our ancestors in bringing about
results that make for the upbuilding of sterling character; how with
our superior advantages to make the second forty years of freedom and
the entire future life proportionally worthy of honorable mention.

“Build to-day, then strong and sure,
With a firm and ample base,
*And ascending and secure
Shall to-morrow find its place.
Thus alone can we attain
- To those turrets, where the eye
Sees the world as one vast plain,
And one boundless reach of sky.”

THIRD PAPER.

DID THE AMERICAN NEGRO MAKE, IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY,
: ACHIEVEMENTS ALONG THE LINES OF WEALTH, MORALITY, EDU-
CATION, ETC., COMMENSURATE WITH HIS' OPI’ORTUNITIES? IF
S0, WHAT ACHIEVEM'ENTS DID HE MAKE?

BY REV. J. W. E. BOWEN, D. D.

Inference and conjecture are the stock methods of argument of the
unintelligent or the superficially informed. Such indisposition or in-
capacity leads to erroneous conclusions. Nothing but an appeal to facts
involving careful and painstaking labor and a wise sifting of facts, that
myth and legend be eliminated, should claim the attention of thinking
men. It must be confessed, however, that in any discussion that relates
to the comparative status of the Negro over against his standing in
slavery full and. accurate data are lacking. The statistical science of
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to-day was unknown then, and it is next to the impossible to affirm
positively the relative superiority or inferiority of present day growth
over those of that day. This statement is not made to deny the truth of
the immense stride of the latter times, but it is made as a reasonable
off-set to those prejudicial and dogmatic declarations of the superior
conditions of slavery over those of freedom. Dogmatism is the argument
of the bigot. It is not wide of the truth, to say that the claims of certain
writers that the Negro has retrograded physically, morally and socially,
lacks the confirmation of veritable data. It is admitted that the modern
diseases of civilized life have made inroads into his hardy nature, but
the universal declaration of inferiority is not proved. It is also truc
that in isolated cases physicians of that day noted the comparative
freedom of the blacks from the maladies of ennui and bacchanalian
feastings, but no half-kept record of that day is before us to justify the
statement that the Negro of to-day is superior to his mighty sire of ante-
bellum fame that stood between the plow handles all day and danced or
shouted all night. The increase of zymotic discases is admitted, but
_ there has been a corresponding increase of power in many lines that will
more than counteract this baleful growth.

Again, over against this admission may be placed another statement
of fact, not to minify the truth already alluded to, but to illustrate the
futility of basing an entire argument upon onec arm of a syllegism, viz.:
the Negro’s numerical growth since freedom sung in his ears, is a clear
evidence of physical vitality. This growth has kept pace with the glow-
ing prophecies of statisticians.

Let us subdivide the subject, that the facts may be grouped in a
logical order. Let us study the growth of the race under three heads:
Numerical growth, material growth, moral and social growth.

Growth in numbers is growth in power of resistance, and this is
basal in the life of any people. If there be not found in a people a power
to resist the forces of death and to reproduce itself by the natural laws
of race increase, then such a people should not be counted in the struggle
of races. In other words, race fecundity contains the germs of intel-
lectual and national existence.

At the distance of forty years from slavery, the declarations of the
early extinction of the Negro, under the conditions of freedom, are com-
ical and absurd. It was affirmed with all the authority of divine prophecy
that the Negro race could not exist under any other condition than
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slavery, and this concern became a basis for contending for his con-
tinued enslavement.

The unvarnished facts brought to light by cold mathematicians are
now before us, and a few interesting and startling discoveries are placed
before us. In the next place growth in material productions and the
possession of the fruits of civilized life deserve attention.

The story of the burdens and disadvantages of the Negro at the
beginning of his days of freedom has not yet been committed to paper.
It will require a black writer to perform this deed. But it is within the
limits of truth to affirm that history can furnish no burdens upon a
race’s shoulders parallel to those upon the shoulders of the untutored
black man when he was shot out of the mouth of the cannon into free-
dom’s arena. A Hindoo poet, of English blood, has written a beautiful
poem upon the “White Man’s Burden,” but it is poetry. “The Black
Man’s Burden” is a burden that rests upon his heart, and, like the
deepest feelings of the human heart, it cannot be reduced to cold type.
Thomas Nelson Page describes the untoward beginnings of the race:

“No other people ever had more disadvantages to contend with on
their issue into freedom. They were seduced, deceived, misled. Their
habits of industry were destroyed, and they were fooled into believing
that they could be legislated into immediate equality with a race that,
without mentioning superiority of ability and education, had a thousand
years’ start of them. They were made to believe that their only salvation
lay in aligning themselves against the other race, and following blindly
the adventurers who came to lead them to a new promised land. It is
no wonder that they committed great blunders and great excesses. Ior
nearly a generation they have been pushed along the wrong road. But
now, in place of political leaders, who were simply firebrands, is arising
a new class of leaders, which, with a wider horizon, a deeper sagacity and
a truer patriotism, are endeavoring to establish a foundation of morality,
industry and knowledge, and to build upon them a race that shall be
capable of availing itself of every opportunity that the future may pre-
sent, and worthy of whatever fortune it may bring.”

Slavery did not teach him economy; on the contrary, it taught him
profligacy, and, where he learned to economize, it was in spite of the
system. His wastefulness is not yet a thing of the past, but he has made
commendable advance in learning how to save. What are the facts? In
the state of GGeorgia alone, the Negro has dug out of the hills more than
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$30,000,000 of taxable property. This amount represents more than five
times the entire wealth of all the Negroes of the United States, North
and South, bond and free, taxable and personal, at the birth of freedom.
But when we collect together the wealth of the entire race, the figures
read like romance.

Some facts for reflection:

FFour millions of slaves were valued at $3,500,000,000. Negroes own
87 per cent of their homes in fee simple; 89 per cent of their farms are
unencumbered.

They own, Banks.................coiviiii, 3
Magazines ............. .o, 5
Newspapers .........ccivveiennennns 400

Value of Libraries.................... $ 500,000

Drug stores.................. 500,000
School property.............. 20,000,000
Church property............. 42,000,000

160,000 farms............ccovviiienn.. 400,000,000

150,000 homes......... e ereaneeaearans 350,000,000

Personal property..................... 200,000,000

With these facts undisputed, the question, Has the Negro kept pace
with his opportunities? contains its own affirmative answer. It is an
incomparable achievement that the Negro should have accumulated and
saved this vast amount of wealth within the short space of forty years.

In the social and intellectual life the Negro has surpassed all hopes.
There can be furnished by the race a thoroughly equipped man for any
chair of learning for a university. He began with the blue-back spelling
book and has steadily grown in learning and power until he now occu-
pies a respectable position in the literary world.

But the pivotal point that is determinative in this discussion, and
that which is considered the conclusion of the whole matter, is the moral
and social question, as well as the domestic virtues of which woman is
the queen. The accumulation of property, and the achievements in the
world of letters, admirable as they are in themselves, and for purposes of
civilization, are secondary and valueless in the final analysis, if there
is no corresponding moral development and social power. The evolution
of the family, based upon monogamy, is one of the chief glories of Chris-
tianity over against the libertinism and polygamous practices of
paganism.



NINETEENTH CENTURY ACHIEVEMENTS. 33

Speaking of the women of our race, we cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard. With Dr. Crummell, “In her girlhood all
the delicate tenderness of her sex has been rudely outraged. In the field,
in the rude cabin, in the press-room and in the factory, she was thrown
into the companionship of coarse and ignorant men. No chance was
given her for delicate reserve or tender modesty. From her girlhood she
was the doomed victim of the grossest passions. All the virtues of her
sex were utterly ignored. If the instinct of chastity asserted itself, then
she had to fight like a tigress for the ownership and possession of her own
person, and oftentimes had to suffer pains and lacerations for her vir-
tuous self assertion. When she reached maturity all the tender instincts
of her womanhood were ruthlessly violated. At the age of marriage,
always prematurely anticipated under slavery, she was mated as the
stock of the plantation were mated, not to be the companion of a loved
and chosen husband, but to be the breeder of human cattle for the field
or auction block.”

Has this condition of affairs changed? I answer unequivocally, yea,
a thousand times, yea. A negative answer would be the quintessence
of ignorance. From a recent careful survey of every Southern state
through nearly one hundred trusty observers, I have the testimony that
the young women are pure in large numbers, and are rapidly increasing
in an intense desire and determination to preserve themselves chaste
and pure from the lustful approaches of the sinner, and that the number
of legally and lovingly married families, purely preserved in the domestic
and social virtues among husbands and wives, sons and daughters, is so
far beyond the days of slavery that a comparison would minify the dif-
ference. -

The marvel is, that the Negro has sufficient moral vitality left to
cut his way through the whirlpool of licentiousness to the solid rock
of Christian character. From the harem life of promiscuous and unname-
able sins of slavery, some of which were the natural and fatal growth of
pagan vices, others the fruit of prostitution, to the making of one clean,
beautiful, noble and divine family and home, covers a period of intense,
moral, spiritual and intellectual development, more significant than the
geologic transformation of ages. Be it known that this 6ne family can
be duplicated by a hundred thousand and more.

The moral and social darkness has not been increased either in
quality or intensity. The splendid results .of philanthropic effort have
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served only as a small tallow candle which has been brought into the
darkness of this Egyptian night, and the darkness has thickened rela-
tively only because the light has been brought in. That faint and flicker-
ing light reveals how great the darkness has been, and is. Some think
that the shadows are lengthening into eternal night for the Negro, but
that flickering light within has upon it the breath of God which will
some day fan it into the white and penetrating blazes of the electro-car-
bon searchlight, that shall chase away the curse of slavery. Thus, from
every point of view, the growth of the Negro has more than kept pace
with his opportunities.

FOURTH PAPER.

DID THE AMERICAN NEGRO MAKE, IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY,
ACHIEVEMENTS ALONG THE LINES OF WEALTH, MORALITY, EDU-
CATION, ETC., COMMENSURATE WITH HIS OPPORTUNITIES? IF
S0, WHAT ACHIEVEMENTS DID HE MAKE?

BY REV. M. C. B. MASON.

The progress made by the Negro since emancipation has challenged
the admiration and wonder of the world. In all the annals of the world’s
history, there is no parallel to it, and this progress, remarkable as it is,
has been in all lines, and in" all departments of his life and activity.
Indeed, it would be quite a problem to be able to declare in what par-
ticular line he has made the most progress. To secure some adequate
conception of what he is to-day, we must compare him with what he was
yesterday. In no other way can we come to any comprehensive idea of
the progress which he has made and the work which he has accomplished.

A generation ago, he had practically nothing. He started out with
scarcely a name—poor, ignorant, degraded, demoralized, as slavery left
him. Without a home, without a foot of land, without the true sense
of real manhood, ragged, destitute, so freedom found him. He stood at
one end of the cotton row with his master at the other and as he stepped
out into the new and inexperienced life before him his master still
claimed him and the very clothes upon his back. Under these peculiar
circumstances and amid these peculiar difficulties he began life for him-
self. He had, however, learned how to work; so much he brought out
of slavery with him; and right royal service it has rendered him. What
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REV. M. C. B. MASON, PH. D.

Rev. Dr. M. C. B. Mason, senior corresponding secretary of the Freedmen's Aid
and Southern Education Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, was born of slave
parents near Houma, La., March 27, 1859. In 1857, two years before young Mason was
born, his father purchased his own freedom, paying $1,350. The papers were never
legally made out and his father had to wait with other members of the family for the
Emancipation Proclamation to secure their freedom.

Young Mason was twelve years of age before he had ever seen a school-house,
having entered school in July, 1871, and mastered the alphabet the first day. Subse-
quently he attended a school of higher grade and in 1888 graduated from the New
Orleans University from the regular classical course. Two years afterward he entered
the Gammon Theological Seminary at Atlanta. Ga., graduating therefrom in 1891.
Immediately after his graduation he matriculated in the Syracuse University, at Syra-
cuse, N. Y. taking the “non-resident course” leading to the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy.

In July of the same year he was elected Field Agent of the Freedmen’'s Aid Society
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, being the first colored man ever called to such a
position. So successfully did he prosecute his work that at the General Committee
meeting, which met in New York in 1893, he was elected Assistant Corresponding Sec-
retary, and in May, 1896, at the General Conference in Cleveland, composed of 537 repre-
sentatives, only 69 of whom were colored, he was elected Corresponding Secretary, with
a majority of 104 votes against 11 competitors, all of whom were white. Four years
later at the General Conference which assembled in Chicago, Dr. Mason was re-elected
and made Senior Corresponding Secretary, receiving the largest vote ever given to any
General Conference Secretary in the history of the Methodist Episcopal Church. This
is all the more remarkable when it is remembered that there were 14 candidates in a
body composed of 701 representatives, of whom only 73 were colored. It will be remem-
bered also that the salary paid a General Conference Officer of the Methodist Episcopal
Church is the same as that paid to the Bishops, and Dr. Mason is no exceptionkto the
rule. S

The Doctor is quite a success as a money raiser and has secured hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars during the ten years he has been connected with this great educational
institution of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The Freedmen's Aid and Southern
Educational Society has educated hundreds and thousands of men and women of our
race, and has an average attendance of over seven thousand young men and women
of color ,fn its schools every year.” Dr. Wason™is thus brought in contact with more
young men and women of the race than any other Negro in America. And the whole '
race is very largely indebted to him for the work which, through this institution,  he
is accomplishing. ’ :

As an orator the Doctor has no superiors, and few equals. He is in great demand
all over the country, especially in the North. We are told that he has been offered
$6,000 per year with a guarantee for ten years, if he would resign his present position
and take the lecture platform. This offer he has constantly refused preferring to
remain in the work where he can be more useful to his own people.

During a recent trip to Europe he was in constant demand for lectures in London,
Glasgow, Belfast ard among the English colony in France.
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is he to-day? From this humble beginning of a generation ago when
he had absolutely nothing he has begun to acquire something of this
world’s goods. He has been getting for himself a home, some land, some
money in bank, and some interest in stocks and bonds. His industry,
thrift and economy are everywhere in evidence and he is bravely and
consciously struggling toward the plane where his vindication as a
man and a citizen is what he is and what he has acquired. In Louisiana
he pays taxes on twelve millions, in Georgia on fourteen millions and
in South Carolina on thirteen millions. A recent statistician, writing
for the New York Sun, estimates his wealth North and South at four
hundred millions. During the last few years much of this accumulation
of property is in farm land which everywhere is rapidly increasing in
value. In this matter of securing a home and some land, the Negro’s
achievements are certainly commensurate with his opportunities.

In education his progress is even more clearly manifest. There are
to-day 2,912,912 Negro children of school age in the United States.
Of these 1,511,618 are enrolled in the public schools and the average
attendance is sixty-seven per cent of the enrollment. In addition to the
1,511,618 who are enrolled in the public schools 50,000 more are attend-
ing schools under the care and maintenance of the church. In this work
all the leading denominations of the country are represented. The
Freedmen’s Aid and Southern Educational Society of the Methodist
Episcopal Church among the first, if not the very first to engage in this
work, has under its care forty-seven institutions of Christian learning,
twenty of which are mainly for the education of the colored people.
These institutions are scattered all over the sixteen former slave states
and have possibly sent out more graduates as teachers, preachers, physi--
cians, dentists, pharmacists and industrial workers than any other
institution or set of institutions doing work in the South. In addition
to the work of the IFreedmen’s Aid and Southern Educational Society
there are the American Missionary Association, under Congregational
auspices, the Baptist Home Missionary Society, the Presbyterian Home
Missionary Society, the Lutheran Evangelical Society—all of which sup-
port institutions for Christian learning for the education of the colored
people throughout the South. These schools are mainly for the higher
and secondary education of the Negro and have accomplished untold
good. There are to-day nearly 30,000 Negro teachers in the United States
and a careful estimate will show that these church schools have sent out
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over 20,000 of them. And these teachers, prepared by these church
8chools, commonly so called, were the first to take their places in the
public schools as rapidly as they were opened and these, in the very
nature of the case, represent a very large per cent of the teaching force
even at the present time.

Again distinctively Negro bodies of churchmen, especially Baptists
and Methodists, are also carrying forward a commendable work of Chris-
tian education among their own people. Some schools of excellent stand-
ing in the African Methodist Episcopal, the African Methodist Episcopal
Zion and the Colored Methodist Episcopal Churches are doing most
effective work and the results are being felt in all directions.

The work of industrial education is steadily growing in all sections
of the South, and is destined more and more to occupy a prominent place
in the education of our people. The emphasis placed upon this line of
education at Hampton Institute, Hampton, Va., Claflin University at
Orangeburg, 8. C., and Tuskegee Institute at Tuskegee, Ala., is having
its effect in many other places. New Orleans, Louisiana, Wilmington,
Delaware, Nashville, Tennessee, and several other cities have adopted
some lines of industrial education in their public schools, and in some
places it is compulsory. Consequently, industrial education, which, a
few years ago,was mainly confined to a few institutions,has been,in some
form or other, adopted in a large number of cities both in the North and
in the South. The results of this line of work are already seen. Hun-
dreds of industrial artisans and trained mechanics are scattered here
and there all over the South, and are practically and effectively solving
the problem.

In addition to the work of general education, Negroes have entered
all the learned professions, and are succeeding beyond the most sanguine
expectations of their friends. This is especially true in medicine, phar-
macy and dentistry. The Negro lawyer has done well. He has had a
difficult field, and the fact that some have acquired sufficient ability and
influence to practice before the Supreme Court of the United States,
speaks well for the race in this difficult field. But, the success of the
Negro physician is perhaps the most remarkable in any line of profes-
sional work to which he has aspired. From the results of careful study
made by an eminent statistician, it was found that the average salary of
white physicians in the United States is about $700, and the average
salary of Negro physicians is $1,444 per annum. The encouraging
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feature about this whole matter is that as physicians among us increase,
the gredter is the increase in the average salary. While dentists and
pharmacists have not succeeded quite so well, yet the success of the phy-
sician has directly opened an avenue for the pharmacists, and has indi-
rectly helped the dentist. Consequently, in nearly every town of any
considerable size in the South to-day, there are four or five prosperous
Negro physicians, with two or three drug stores, where Negro pharma-
cists carefully compound their prescriptions, and have the confidence
and respect of the entire community.

The Negro is progressing morally. From whatever standpoint you
view him he is getting away from the past and wiping the reproach of
Egypt from him. Any careful observer will see at once that in the field
of ethics and morals a veritable revolution has taken place among the
Negroes during the present generation. There is still, however, much
room for improvement, and to this perhaps, more than to any one thing,
the race must now turn its attention. Some questions regarding his
inability to learn have all been settled by the remarkable achievements
which he has made in all lines of intellectual endeavor, but it must still
be confessed that in the field of morals and manners, the charge is still
made, and that not without some semblance of truth, that evidences of
the essential qualities of sturdy and manly character are not as clearly
manifest among us as they should be. ,

Here the problem comes home and the Negro, as ever, is the most
important factor. The pertinent question is not what shall be done with
the Negro, but rather what will the Negro do with himself. This is the
question, and the answer he gives to it will largely depend, in no small
degree, whether he shall continue to be an insignificant element in this
Nation or become more a living factor in its growth and development.
Here I repeat it, is the question and this is the problem. Intellectual
ability is good, but individual purity is better. Rights and privileges
are in themselves good, but to make ourselves worthy of them is infinitely
better. It is encouraging and gratifying to know that so many are get-
ting a correct interpretation of life’s deeper meanings and are daily com-
ing into possession of higher and purer ideals. Who can say that the
Negro has not made progress commensurate with his opportunities?
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FIFTH PAPER.

DID THE AMERICAN NEGRO MAKE, IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY,
ACHIEVEMENTS ALONG THE LINES OF WEALTH, MORALITY, EDU-
CATION, ETC., COMMENSURATE WITH HIS OPPORTUNITIES: IF
S0, WHAT ACHIEVEMENTS DID HE MAKE?

BY REV. D. WEBSTER DAVIS.

To the superficial observer, it would sometimes appear that the Amer-
ican Negro did not make achievements commensurate with his oppor-
tunities, during the nineteenth century. Yet, on taking a more com-
prehensive view, the student of history and sociology must decide in the
affirmative.

In deciding upon the comparative progress of a race, along the lines
of a higher civilization, care must be taken as to the standard by which
he is to be measured, and what has been his real opportunities. Civiliza-
tion is a plant of slow growth, as evidenced by the history of all Nations
that have accomplished great things in the past. There is a difference,
as wide as the heavens, between the refined and cultured Englishman of
to-day, and the rough, uncouth Norseman of the ninth century; but more
than a thousand years were required to bring about that transformation.
A difference, as wide as the poles, exists between the ancient Gauls, who
were conquered by the IFranks in the tenth century, and the Chester-
ficldian Frenchman of to-day; yet the same time elapsed between these
two periods. There is just as marked a difference, in many respects,
between those twenty uncouth savages, brought to the shores of Virginia
in 1620, and the best specimens of the American Negro of to-day, and yet
only 287 years lie between the former and the latter.

The next question that naturally rises is, “What have been the real
opportunities of the American Negro?” Brought here a savage from his
native wilds, and thrown into abject, and, in many cases, cruel slavery,
he yet received from this iniquitous institution something of God. As
Dr. Booker T. Washington so well says: “He went into slavery, prac-
tically, without a language, and came out speaking the beautiful English,
the finest language to convey thought, ever devised by the mind of man.
e went in without a God, and came out with the Christian religion.”
These are powerful agencies for civilization, and yet, the debasing influ-
ence of slavery has done much to hinder, while it has done something to
help him. Only a comparatively few Negroes came into direct contact
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REV. DANIEL WEBSTER DAVIS.

Randall and Charlotte Davis, who were valued servants on a Caroline County farm,
found themselves, March 25, 1862, the parents of a little black boy, who brought glad-
ness and sorrow to their hearts. Gladness, because the Lord had sent them a boy, and
he was their boy, bone of their bone, flesh of their flesh, blood of their blood. Sorrow,
because, while he was their child, he was “Marster's” child too; he belonged to
“Marster” more than he did to them.

War was raging. The Negro cabins knew little else but muffled prayers, stified songs,
unuttered sermons—all for deliverance. From the cabin to the broad fields of tobacco thesc
emotions and utterances were carried daily. Father preached, mother prayed. Singing
was but the opening of the oppressed heart. Those were troublous years, heart-aching
years. Years of consecration, fixed and unceasing, to the God of Freedom. In such an
atmosphere the boy was nurtured and reared.

The war was over. The boy over whom mother and father had prayed had changed
from a chattel, a thing of barter, to a free child, belonging only to mother and father.
What a change!

Entering the public schools of Richmond, step by step, grade by grade was passed
with honor and public commendation, until June, 1878, when D. Webster Davis gradu-
ated from the Richmond High and Normal School, receiving at the same time the
Essayist Medal.

In 1880 the subject of our sketch commenced to teach in the public schools of
Richmond and has taught therein continuously ever since, and is to-day rated as one
of the best and most progressive in the system.

September 8, 1893, Mr. Davis married Miss Lizzie Smith, a teacher in the Rich-
mond public schools. From this happy union three children have been born.

1n October, 1895, feeling that the time had come for him to be about his Father’s
business he was ordained to the ministry.

From a child he babbled in verse, and the poetic muse brought in 1896, “Idle
Moments.” and in 1898, “Weh Down Souf.” These two books established the name of
rev. Mr. Davis as a poet and have given him front rank with his contemporaries in
verse-making.

Guadaloupe College, Seguin, Texas, recognizing the meritoricus work of Rev. Davis
bestowed upon him the degree of A. M. in 1898.

Rev. Mr. Davis is at present pastor of the Second Baptist Church of Manchester,
where he has an ideal growing church of young folks, which work he began in 1895.

In the winter of 1900, the Central Lyceum Bureau of Rochester, N. Y., engaged
the services of Rev. Davis for a four-weeks’ reading tour, reading selections from his
own works. The whole tour was an ovation, showing that texture of hair and color
of skin cannot destroy that aristocracy of intellect, that charmed inner circle wherein
“a man is a man for a’ that.”

The Lord has been good to Rev. Daniel Webster Davis, blessing him with intellectual
force, blessing him with poetic utterance, blessing him with oratorical ability, blessing
nim in domestic felicity. Not yet in his prime, yet so richly endowed in the gifts
which make men strong and powerful, it is hoped that he may be spared many years
to work in the Master’s vineyard, and many years to labor for the uplift of his race,
oppressed and downtrodden.

May he expand and grow greater, remembering that he is God's servant, endowed
for the benefit of his race, blessed, so that he may bless his people made strong. so that
he may reach down and lift his people up, growing brighter and better unto the present
day.
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with the best side of American civilization, during slavery. The house-
maids, coachmen, body-servants and, in many cases, the cooks came in
direct contact with the civilization of the “Great House,” and their
superiority, and, in many cases, that of their ancestry, is still apparent.
The “corn field Negro” (and they outnumbered the others 200 to 1)
received none of the influences of this civilization, and none of the oppor-
tunities accorded the more favored servants around the “Great House.”

When we take into consideration all of these circumstances, coupled
with the fact that when “cut loose” from slavery in 1865, it was a matter
of “root hog or die” with him for many years; and that only thirty-six
years have passed away gince this happy event, his achievements have
been marvelous.

Optimist, as I try to be, I am not one of those who believe that the
Negro has reached the delectable mountain, and that he is as good as any-
body else. He is far from perfection, far from comparison with the more
favored Anglo-Saxon, in wealth and culture, yet he has made progress
commensurate with his opportunities.

It is a well-known philosophical axiom, that “action is equal to reac-
tion, and in a contrary direction.” The American Negro is now meeting
the reaction consequent upon his violent action in the direction of civili-
zation and culture; but, this reaction is only temporary, and, even the
realization of his condition by the leading thinkers of his race, is a sign
of hope, and an evidence of substantial progress that must tell for good.

Now, what achievements did he make? First, as to wealth: Accord-
ing to the census of 1900 he has forty million dollars in church property,
and twelve millions in school property. He has 140,000 farms, worth
$750,000,000, and 170 million dollars in personal property. This is the
result of thirty-six years of freedom. One noticeable feature is that the
great bulk of his wealth has been accumulated in the South, where the
large majority of the American Negroes live. No one fact is more start-
ling in history, than that a people, once held as slaves, have been able
to live and thrive among the very people by whom they were held. This
accentuates the fact that, after all, nowhere has the Negro better friends
than can be found among the white people of the Southland. His prop-
erty aggregates $75 per capita for every man, woman and child in this
country, which is certainly no mean showing for thirty-six years of free-
dom.

As to education, he has reduced his illiteracy forty-five per cent, he

‘
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has written more than 500 books, publishes 300 newspapers, three of them
dailies; he has produced 2,000 lawyers, a still larger number of doctors
and 32,000 teachers. He supports several colleges, seventeen academies,
fifty high schools, five law schools, five medical schools and twenty-five
theological seminaries. It is true that all of the education he is obtain-
ing is not practical; and also true that many so-called educated ones are
shiftless and trifling; but this is no more than was to be expected under
the circumstances.

He has built 29,000 churches, and this must mean something. It is
true that in the past, his ministers have in many cases appealed to the
passions, rather than to the intellect; and yet, under these old preachers,
many of them honest, earnest and Godly men, the Negro has made gigan-
tic strides in morality. He is yet far, very far below what we would
like to see him, but he is coming. The new gospel of work is striking
a responsive chord in the American Negro’s heart, and he is beginning
to see that he must be able to do something if he would be¢ something.

Happily for him he learned to work, during the dark days of the past,
it only remained for him to learn to put brains in his work. This he is
fast learning under the apostles of industrial training. Since the fiat
went forth, amid the groves of Eden, when man lost his first estate, “by
the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat bread,” God has never reversed his
edict.  Work must be his salvation, as it has been the salvation of all

other races. To put into poetry the words of an old friend :

I ain’t got no edikashun,
But dis, kno’, is true:

Dat raisin’ gals too good to wuch
Ain’'t nebber gwine to do;

Dese boys, dat look good nuf to eat,
But too good to saw de logs,

Am cay’in.us, ez fas’ ez smok’
To lan’ us at de dogs.

These great achievements have not been accomplished alone. The
great American Home Mission Society, the American Missionary Associa-
tion, the Freedmen’s Bureau, and the various.churches and societies of
the North and South have contributed liberally of their time and means
to aid us in an upward struggle. The South itself has contributed its
millions to the aid of their former slaves; they have given for his schools,
they have aided him in building his churches, and there is scarcely a
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single home among us, humble or palatial, that has not been erected
largely by the aid of Southern capital. But for the friendly aid of these
people among whom the great bulk of the American Negroes live, we
could never have climbed as far as we have on the ladder of progress.
The Negro is fast learning that, if he would be free he, himself, must
strike the blow, and he is teaching his children the gospel of self-help.

The heights are still beyond, but he is slowly rising, and day by day
hope grows brighter. May God continue this progress until he shall
stand shoulder to shoulder with the highest civilization and culture of
the world.



TOPIC IL

WILL IT BE POSSIBLE FOR THE NEGRO TO ATTAIN, IN THIS COUNTRY,
UNTO THE AMERICAN TYPE OF CIVILIZATION ¢

BY BISHOP H. M. TURNER, D.D., LL.D., D.C. L.

This interrogatory appears to presuppose that the seventeen or more
millions of colored people in North and South America are not a part of
the American population, and do not constitute a part of its civilization.
But the term “this country” evidently refers to the United States of
America, for this becing the largest and the most powerful government
on the American continent, not unfrequently, is made to represent the
entire continent. So the Negro is regarded as a foreign and segre-
gated race. The American people, therefore, who grade the type of Amer-
ican civilization are made up of white people, for the Indian, Chinamen,
and the few Mexicans are not taken in account any more than the Negro
is, by reason of their diminutive numbers, and not because they are
regarded wanting in intellectual capacity, as the Negro is.

The above is an interrogatory that can be easily answered if the term
“American” is to include the United States and the powers that enact
its laws and proclaim its judicial decisions, as we have no civilization
in- the aggregate. Civilization contemplates that fraternity, civil and
political equality between man and man, that makes his rights, privileges
and immunities inviolable and sacred in the eyes and hearts of his
fellows, whatever may be his nationality, language, color, hair texture,
or anything else that may make an external variation.

Civility comprehends harmony, system, method, complacency, urban-
ity, refinement, politeness, courtesy, justice, culture, general enlighten-
ment and protection of life and person to any man, regardless of his
color or nationality. It is enough for a civilized community to know
that you are a human being, to pledge surety of physical and political
safety to you, and this has been the sequence in all ages among civilized
people. But such is not the condition of things as they apply to this
country, I mean the United States. True, we have a National Congress,
State Legislature, Subordinate and Supreme Courts, and almost every

form of government, necessary to regulate the affairs of a civilized coun-
43
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BISHOP H. M. TURNER, D.D,, LL.D.

Bishop H. M. Turner, D. D, LL. D., D. C. L., was born near Newbury Court House,
South Carolina, February 1, 1833 or 1834. His mother’s maiden name was Sarah Greer,
the youngest daughter of David Greer,,who was brought to this country when a boy and
sold in Charleston, S. C. Greer w4S the son of an African king. His father, the

ng, sent seven African slaves for the return of his son, but the captain of
dthe slave ship dying before he returned._)he son received his freedom when Sou
Carolina was still under Britigp\ rule, upon_the ground that Royal blood could not be
enslaved. Henry McNeal Turner was the oldest son of Hardy Turner and Sarah Greer
/ Turner. Henry grew up on the cotton fields of South Carolina, and when eight or nine

—

vears old he dreamed he was on a high mountain and millions of people were looking
up at him for instruction, white and colored. He then procured a spelling book and
commenced to learn to read and write, to prepare to give that vast multitude instruction.
He got a white boy to teach him his alphabat and how to spell to three syllables. By
this time he was large enough to wait in a law office at Abbheville Court House, S. C.
The young lawyers took great pleasure in giving him instruction in their leisure moments
for pastime. He gained a respectable knowledge of history, arithmetic, geography,
astronomy and somec other branches, but would not study grammar, as he thought he
could talk well enough withcut a knowledge of grammar.

He made such remarkably rapid progress that by the time he was fifteen years
old he had read the Bible through five times, and by the aid of Walker’s Pronounc-
ing Dictionary and the young white lawyers he became a good reader, and read Wat-
son’s Apology for the Bible, Buck's Theological Dictionary and very largely in Dr.
Adam Clark’s Commentary and other books. He became acquainted with the African
M. E. Church, joined the same, leaving the M. E. Church South, met the Conference in
St. Louis, Mo., and was admitted after an examination. Bishop D. A. Payne, D.D.,
LL. D., appointed him to a mission in Baltimore city. While he served his appointment
he studied English Grammar, Latin, Greek, German and the Hebrew languages, and
became what was regarded as an excellent scholar. He studied the rules of elocution
under Dr. Cummings of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and was regarded as quite an
orator. He was appointed in charge of Israel Church, Washington, D. C., and his fame
became so notable that President Lincoln appointed him Chaplain, the first colored man
that was ever made a commissioned officer in"the United States Army.' He served his
regiment so faithfully and gained such a reputation that President Johnson commissioned
him a Chaplain in the regular service of the United States Army. He resigned in a short
time and commenced the organization of the A. M. E. Church in Georgia, and was so
abundantly successful that the General Conference elected him manager of the Publica-
tion Department in 1876. He served there four years with headquarters in Philadelphia,
and in 1880 the General Conference sitting in St. Louis, Mo., elected him Bishop, and
on the 20th of May he was consecrated to that holy office. Bishop Turner has worked
up territory enough as an organizer of the A. M. E. Church to demand five conferences.
He has organized four conferences in Africa, making eleven conferences that he is the
founder of.

Dr. Turner was for many years superintendent in the church for the whole State
of Georgia and was the first Bishop of Africa, which position he held for eight years,
while having his regular conferences in the United States. He says he has received
over forty-three thousand on probation in the African M. E. Church. He has been a
member of the Georgia Legislature twice, a member of the Constitutional Convention,
Postmaster, Inspector of Customs and held other minor positions, and was at one time
regarded one of the greatest orators of his race in the United States.
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try. But above these, and above law and order, which these legislative
and judicial bodies have been organized to observe, and execute justice
in the land, we are often confronted through the public press with re-
ports of the most barbarous and cruel outrages, that can be perpetrated
upon human beings, known in the history of the world. No savage na-
tion can exceed the atrocities which are often heralded through the coun-
try and accepted by many as an incidental consequence. Men are hung,
shot and burnt by bands of murderers who are almost invariably repre-
sented as the most influential and respectable citizens in the community,
while the evidences of guilt of what is charged against the victims, who
are so inhumanly outraged, are never established by proof in any court,
and all we can learn about the guilt and horrible deeds charged'llllggu/
the murdered victims comes from the mouth of the bloody handed
wretches who perpetrate the murders, yet they are not known according
to published accounts. But enough is known to get from their mouths
same horrible statements as to why this and that brutal murder was
done, and invariably, it is told with such oily tongues, and the whole
narrative is polished over and glossed with such skillfully constructed
lies, that the ruling millions lift up their hands in holy horror and
exclaim “they done him right.”

Why, the very judges surrounded with court officers are powerless
before these bloody mobs. Prisoners are cruelly, fiendishly and inhu-
manly dragged from their very custody. Sheriffs are as helpless as new-
born babes. I do not pretend to say that in no instance have the victims
been guilty as a whole or in part of some blood-curdling crime, for men
perpetrate lawless acts, revolting deeds, disgraceful and brutal crimes,
regardless of nationality, language or color, at times. But civilization
presurmises legal adjudication and the interventign of that judicial
uuthority which civilized legislation produces. And when properly ad-
ministered the accused is innocent till he gets a fair trial; no verdict of
guilt from a drunken lawless mob should be accepted by a civilized coun-
try; and when they do accept it they become a barbarous people. And
a barbarous people make a barbarous nation. Civilization knows no
marauders, mobs or lynchers and any one adjudged guilty by a drunken
band of freebooters is not guilty in the eyes of a civilized people. For
the ruthless and violent perpetrators of lawless deeds, especially when
they are incarnate, are murderers to all intents and purposes, and popu-
lar approval does not diminish the magnitude of the crime. Millions
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may say, “Well done,” but God, reason and civilization stamp them as
culprits.

I confess that the United States has the highest form of civilized
institutions that any nation has had. Let us take a cursory glance at the
institutions in this country. It has common schools by the tens of thou-
sands; colleges and universities of every grade by the hundred; millions
of daily newspapers are flying from the press, and weekly papers and
monthly magazines on all imaginary subjects; it has a Congress and
President, Governors and State Legislatures without end, judges, various
courts and law officers in countless numbers. Hundreds of thousands

- of school teachers, professors, and college presidents, and Doctors of
Divinity, thousands of lecturers and public declaimers on all subjects,
railroads, telegraphs and telephones in such vast numbers as stagger
imagination itself, churches and pulpits that are filled by at least a
hundred and twenty-five thousand ministers of the gospel, and Bibles
enough to build a pyramid that would almost reach to heaven; a land
of books upon every subject scattered among the people by the billions,
and in short, we have all the forms and paraphernalia of civilization.
But no one can say, who has any respect for truth, that the United States
is a civilized nation, especially if we will take the daily papers and inspect
them for a few moments, and see the deeds of horror that the ruling
powers of the nation say “well done” to.

I know that thousands, yea millions and tens of millions would not
plead guilty of having a part in the violent and gory outrages which
are often perpetrated in this country upon human beings, chiefly because
they are of African descent, and are not numerically strong enough to
contend with the powers in governmental control. But that is no virtue
that calls for admiration. As long as they keep silent and fail to lift
up their voices in protestation and declaim against it, their very silence
is a world-wide acquiescence. It is practically saying, well done. There
are millions of people in the country who could not stand to kill a brute,
such is their nervous sensitiveness, and I have heard of persons who
would not kill a snake or a bug. But they are guilty of everything the
drunken mobs do, as long as they hold their silence. Men may be ever
so free from the perpetration of bloody deeds, personally, but their fail-
ure to object to any outrageous crime makes them particeps crimines.

I forgot to say in cataloguing the crimes committed in the United
States that persons for the simple color of their skin are thrust into
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what are called Jim Crow cars on the public highways and charged as
much as those who are riding in rolling palaces with every comfort that
it is possible for man to enjoy. This is simple robbery on the public
highways and the nine United States judges have approved of this rob-
bery and said, “well done,” by their verdict.

Such being the barbarous condition of the United States, and the
low order of civilization which controls its institutions where right and
justice should sit enthroned, I see nothing for the Negro to attain unto
in this country. I have already admitted that this country has books
and schools, and the younger members of the Negro race, like the younger
members of the white race, should attend them and profit by them. But
for the Negro as a whole, I see nothing here for him to aspire after. He
can return to Africa, especially to Liberia where a Negro government
is already in existence, and learn the elements of civilization in fact;
for human life is there sacred, and no man is deprived of it or any other
thing that involves his manhood, without due process of law. So my
decision is that there is nothing in the United States for the Negro to
learn or try to attain to.
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WILL IT BE POSSIBLE FOR THE NEGRO TO ATTAIN, IN THIS COUNTRY,
UNTO THE AMERICAN TYPE OF CIVILIZATION?

BY BISHOP L. H. HOLSEY.

This question is one of pre-eminent importance and interesting alike
to both races. Civilization means culture and refinement. The Amer-
ican type of civilization is somewhat different from the European and
Asiatic; but, in the main features or characteristics, the world’s great
civilizations have always been the same in tone and design. Patriotism,
religion, and a thirst for power are the most prominent features of all
civilizations. All civilizations have their imperfections. One of the
strong features of the American type of civilization is the widespread
and terrible social prejudice, which seems to be greatly increasing.

In this country the negro is despised and rejected, simply because
he has a black skin, and social traits that distinguish him from other
races. Ve cannot see, neither do we believe, that it is possible for the
Negro to attain unto the American type of civilization, while he lives in
the same territory and in immediate contact with the white people. This,
however, applies especially to the former slave states. Eight-tenths of
the Negroes are at present in the old slave states, and if they remain
there, which is very questionable, they will never be brought into the
political, religious and social fabrics. They can never become full-fledged
and free citizens like the white people. As a race, the Negro cannot enjoy
in this country, like the Anglo-Saxon, the immunities and privileges
guaranteed to him by the Constitution. The civil rights, the ample pro-
tection and the broad and liberal sentiment that protect and inspire the
white people, are nowhere in America accorded to the black man. He is
everywhere proscribed, because he is a Negro. No matter how much
culture and refinement he may possess, he does not receive at the hands
of the prejudiced whites that respectful consideration to which his cul-
ture entitles him. If we enter the field of legislative enactments by the
Southern people, we find the prejudice still more pronounced.

Every enactment that has found its way to the statutory documents
of the Southern States, where the rights and privileges of the two races
are involved, shows race prejudice; then this thing is getting no bet-
ter, but worse, As the Negro rises from the darkness of the past and
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BISHOP L. H. HOLSEY.

Bishop Holsey was born a slave near Columbus, Ga., July 3, 1842. In 1862 he was
married to Miss Harriet Turner, a young girl who belonged to Bishop Geo. F. Plerce,
of the M. E. Church South, who performed the marriage ceremony in his own house.
His early life was spent in Sparta, La. He was licensed to preach in 1868 in the
M. E. Church South, and served the Hancock circuit for nearly two years. In 1870 he
pastored the church in Savannah, Ga. Early in 1869 he became a member of the
colored conference which belonged to the M. E. Church South. This conference was
composed entirely of colored ministers. At this conference Bishop Holsey was ordained
deacon by Bishop Pierce and a year later he was ordalned elder. In the fall of 1870
his conference elected him a delegate to the first General Conference of the Colored
Methodist Episcopal Church, held in America. This conference was held in Jackson,
Tenn., where the first C. M. E. Church in America was organized. In 1871 he was sert
to Augusta, Ga., as pastor of Trinity Church and served there until in 1873 he was
elected Bishop of the C. M. E. Church. In 1881 he was sent to London, England, to
represent the C. M. E. Church in the first ecumenical council. In that council Bishop
Holsey represented his church well. He was also sent as delegate to the same council,
which met in Washington, D. C., in 1897. He is the founder of Paine College in Augusta,
Ga., which is now in a flourishing condition. Bishop Holsey has always taken an active
part in all that concerns the C. M. E. Church. He has written all the messages but
one to the General Conferences ani has suggested its entire legislation up-to-date. He
also wrote the Manual of Discipline, and composed the hymnal of the church, and he
is the author of a book of Drawings and Lectures, containing an autobiography. He
has written much for his church and done many other good things, too numerous $o
mention here.
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approximates the American standard of civilization, the feeling against
him becomes more intense, bitter and decisive, which does not speak well
for the American civilization.

No Negro, however highly accomplished, can be brought into the
social fabric. The lowest Greek, the dirtiest Jew, the vilest Russian, and
the most treacherous Spaniard can be absorbed and assimilated into the
social compact, but the Negro, because he is black, cannot enter into this
compact.

Unless the Negro can enter the political and social compacts in some
part of this country, there is no way for him to attain unto the Ameri-
can type of civilization. Can this be done? We think not, because as the
Negro migrates to the North or to the Northwest, the process by which
he enters the arena of full citizenship annuls and destroys his social
characteristics in a greater or less degree.

There is, at present, among the majority of Negroes in the South,
an unrest. Millions of them are waiting and wishing for somebody to
lead them from the land of oppression and proscription to some more
congenial clime, outside of the land of their nativity, but they do not
want to depart, unless they can be assured that by so doing, they can
better their condition. As it is, many are going to the North, East and
West, and the time is fast approaching when the Black Belts of the South
will be things of the past, unless the white people change their way of
treating a Negro. The cotton fields and sugar farms now maintained
by the Negroes will eventually be deserted by them, if the whites continue
to oppress them. This, perhaps, would be beneficial to the South, as it
would relieve them of the perplexing Race Problem. Now, if the Negroes
were as free and as safe in their homes; if they had the same feeling of
security of life and property; if they had the same treatment before the
courts and had all the rights and privileges of a full citizen, as the white
man, he would not be long in attaining to the American type of civiliza-
tion. All Southern people, and many Northern people, for that matter,
do not believe that the Negro is capable of as high a degree of civilization
as the Anglo-Saxon. They believe him to be by nature inferior to the
white man. But I contend that the Negro is not by nature inferior to
the white man, but that he is as capable of reaching the American type
of civilization as the white man. This is obvious from the phenomenal
strides made by him within the past thirty-six years along material,
moral and educational lines,
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No one seems to take on and absorb the American civilization more
readily than the American Negro, and if he has the same advantages and
was allowed to enjoy the same full and free citizenship along with his
white neighbor, his advancement in civilization would be as rapid as
that of the white man. ' .

There are to be found now not a few Negro men and women whose
culture and refinement would not suffer by comparison with that of the
best white people of this country. It is not native incapacity and the
want of vital manhood that limit the Negro’s progress in civilization,
but it is the figzht made against him on the ground of his previous condi-
tion. Remove this and give the Negro the white man’s chance and he will
keep pace with the white man in his march toward civilization.

THIRD PAPER.

WILL IT BE POSSIBLE FOR THE NEGRO TO ATTAIN, IN THIS COUNTRY,
UNTO THE AMERICAN TYPE OF CIVILIZATION?

BY R. 8. LOVINGGOOD, A. M.

I presume it is not necessary to show in detail what the American
type of civilization is, or will be. Whatever that type is, or may be; will
the Negro attain unto it in this country? Of the American type of civili-
zation this much may be said, that this is a “government of the people,
for the people and by the people; that all men are created with certain
inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness;” that governments derive “their just power from the consent
of the governed;” that in such governments each individual is entitled to
all the rights vouchsafed to any other individual in that government;
that every one is entitled to stand on his merits as a citizen of the gov-
ernment.

Taking this view of the American type of civilization, will it be pos-
gible for the Negro to attain unto it? Will the time ever come when
the Negro will stand on his merits in our government? Will it ever be
that the Negro will stand the same chance to be Mayor, Congressman,
Senator, Governor, President? That he will be tried for crimes as other
men are tried? No one who believes in the innate capacity of the Negro
to achieve as high a type of civilization as any other race, will question
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PROF. R. S. LOVINGGOOD, A. M.

Prof. R. S. Lovinggood was born in Walhalla, S. C. in 1864. He came to Clark
University, Atlanta, Ga., in 1881, and remained in school nine years, completing the
college course and taking a course in carpentry. Immediatély after graduating, he
began to publish the *“Atlanta Times,” a weekly paper, which he continued for twd
years. He sold out his interest in the paper, and was elected principal of a city school
in Birmingham, Ala., where he taught with great success for three years. Here he was
married to Miss Lillie G. England, in 1894. In the fall of 1895, he was elected to the
chair of Greek and Latin at Wiley University, Marshall, Texas, an-q entered upon his
work with enthusiasm. His wife died ir January, 1896, leaving h’im a boy only ten
days old. He continued his work at Wiley University for five consecutive years. His
success was notable in this position. He wrote a work which has received favorable
mention in several papers of high grade. The title of the work is “Why Hic, Halc, Hoc
for the Negro?”

He was married a second time on April 25, 1900, to Miss Mattie A. Townsend of
Birmingham, Ala. In the fall of 1900, he was elected to the presidency of Samuél
Houston College, Austin, Texas. His success here has been notable. Though this is a
new school, he enrolled 205 the first year. This is its second year, and the enrollment
will doubtless reach 300. ' ,

Prof. Lovinggood is a good scholar, a fluent speaker, and an earnest Christian. .He
was a delegate to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Chicago
in 1900. He is quite popular with the preachers and the people wherever he goes.. A
bright future is before him and the young school of which he is president.
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that it will be possible for him to achieve the American type of civiliza-
tion along the lines of invention, commerce, philanthropy, scholarship,
etc. The Negro can be industrious, patriotic, courageous. He can be
useful in the community in which he lives. He can be as good as any-
body else. No one doubts that he can be as meritorious as any other.
Geographical lines cannot prevent the Negro from being meritorious.
Now, if he is meritorious, will he be treated according to his merits in
both church and state? Is it possible in this country that he will be
treated according to his deserts? I take this to be the gist of the question,
and it is a hard one to answer. The prejudice against the Negro is more
. severe than that against any other people, and the prejudice grows
stronger. Even the Christian churches are yielding to it. I remember
that the Plebeians in the Roman Empire, though of the same blood as the
Patricians, were excluded from the Comitia, the Senate and all civil and
priestly offices of the state for several hundred years. Though of the
same color, the statute of Kilkenny prohibited the Irish and English
from intermarrying in the fourteenth century. Prejudice ran high, and
has not ended yet. The wail of.sorrowful Ireland continues to go up
before England for justice. I remember the sad story of Kosciusko and
the Poles. The Poles were white.

Here we are of a different color, ex-slaves, poor, beaten back by
prejudice. Who can tell our future? We can only hope and give the
reason for the hope that is in us.

I believe it is possible for us to succeed in America. I should despair
if I did not believe this. Why do I believe it? Here is my ground for
hope: First, the Negro is the only race that has ever looked into the
face of the blue-eyed Anglo-Saxon without being swept from the face of
the earth. There is that docility, that perseverance, that endurance, long-
suffering patience and that kindness in the Negro which rob the pangs of
the hatred of the white man of much of their deadly poison. The Negro
thrives on persecution. He never loses faith. Individuals may lose hope,
but the race will never. The Negro does not run against the buzz-saw of
destruction, and this fact should be put down to his credit. The saw will
not whirl forever.

Second: The success of the last thirty-seven years gives hope of
ultimate triumph. The Negro has increased in intelligence, in wealth, in
moral worth, in population, etc. It is useless to give figures. All right-
thinking men admit this,
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I take no part in that view of a few pessimists, that the Negro race
grows worse; that the “old time Negro” is better than the young “new
Negro.” The old Negro was submissive because he was not allowed to
be otherwise. There is no character in slavish goodness. Character must
be developed in freedom of action. Under freedom, a few young Negroes
have gone to excess, but, thank God, under freedom, hundreds of thou-
sands of young Negroes, in schools and out of schools, are struggling
up the hill of virtue, of industry, of learning, not goaded on by the lash
of the master, but impelled by a holy ambition that does not halt at tem-
porary defeats.

Third: So I believe the Negro will be as good as any. He will pro-
duce his poets, historians, philosophers, inventors, his men of commerce,
his humanitarians. His present disfranchisement will keep him along
these lines. The best people in America are helping him. Besides the
Negro’s own efforts in such organizations as the A. M. E. Church, the
American Missionary Association of the Congregational Church, the
Freedmen’s Aid and Southern Educational Society of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, the Home Mission Society of the Baptist Church, and
many other organizations are behind him with millions of dollars, with
prayers and with the souls and the flesh and blood of the best men and
women of the world. There are good men North and South—white men—
who desire the Negro’s success. Their number will grow. With these
helps the Negro can become noble in character. He can merit the best at
the hands of the American people. If he is as good and useful as any
other class of people, will he be treated as any other class?

Fourth: Now, I will go a little further and say I know it is “possible”
for the Negro to attain unto the American type of civilization; but, is it
“probable”? I even believe it is probable.

The Negro is included in the “all men are created thh certain inalien-
able rights.” He is included in the “Our Father.” He is included in the
“Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do you even so unto
them.” Now, if the nation adopts some separate and unjust manner of
treatment of the Negro, it must repudiate the Declaration of Independ-
ence. It must repudiate the Lord’s Prayer. It must repudiate the Golden
Rule. Can it do that and survive? Can it practice injustice upon the
Negro and survive? Sin recoils upon the sinner. Injustice to the Negro
will destroy the Nation. For that reason good white men and women are
striving to bring the Nation up to that high plane of righteousness where
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BISHOP J. W. HOOD, D.D., LL.D.

The subject of this sketch was born in Kennett Township, Chester County, Pa.,
May 30, 1831. His father’s house being near the line between freedom and slavery was
a station of the Underground Railroad. Hence, the boy was very early impressed with
the evils of slavery and imbibed an intense hatred toward that institution, and an
intense love for his afflicted race. This sentiment has been a great factor in shaping his
conduct through life. His moral and religious convictions were fixed in early life. He
was sensible of a call to the ministry, but hesitated a long time because he felt a lack
of necessary qualification. He was licensed to preach in 1856; ordained a deacon in
1860; elder in 1862, and bishop in 1872. He entered upon a course of studies soon after
he was licensed, and has been a hard student ever since.

His first appointment was to a mission in Nova Scotia. In December, 1861, he was
appointed to missionary work in the South. Following the army, he reached New
Berne, N. C., January 20, 1864. As a traveling minister he always had encouraging
success, especially in North Carolina, in which State his denomination has a larg=r fol-
lowing than in any other. Two of its most important institutions are located there,
namely, the Publication House at Charlotte and Livingstone College at Salisbury. Bishop
Hood is one of the founders of the college, and has been President of the Board of
Trustees during its entire history.

He has been married three times, and has six living children, all of whom have
been mainly educated at this institution. The Bishop is an untiring worker, and has
traveled as much as 20,000 miles a year. He once preached forty-five sermons in thirty-
one days, driving from five to twenty-five miles a day. He is a natural presiding officer
and governs his conferences with an ease and quietness that is astonishing.

He is an author. His first work was a book of twenty-five sermons. The second
a pamphlet, “Know, Do, and Be Happy.” The third, a history of the A. M. E. Zion
Church (625 pages).

The fourth a pamphlet, “The True Church, the Real Sacrifice, the Genuine Mem-
bership.” His fifth, and most important, is, “The Plan of the Apocalypse.” He has
in manuscript, a work on the Millennium; also the material for a second book of ser-
mons, and is now writing an Autobiography.

Bishop Haygood of the M. E. Church South, who wrote the introduction to the
Book of Sermons, says: “Bishop Hood has traveled the continent to and fro. His
ability, his eloquence, his zeal and usefulness, have commanded the respect and con-
fidence of the best people of both races.

As one of the members of the Ecumenical Conference that met in London in 1881,
Bishop Hood made a lasting impression.

These sermons speak for themselves. Their naturalness, their clearness, their force
and their general soundness of doctrine, and wholesomeness of sentiment, commend
them to sensible and pious people. I have found them as useful as interesting.

Those who still question whether the Negro in this country is capable of education
and “uplifting,” will modify their opinions when they read these sermons, or else will
conclude that their author is a very striking exception to what they assume to be a
general rule.



ATTAINMENT OF AMERICAN CIVILIZATION. 51

justice is meted out to all alike. These good white men and women ought
to conquer. I believe they will. - Not to-day, but to-morrow. Thus the
Negro, striving to be the best in the community, the white men, striving
to reduce to practice the Golden Rule, may it not come to pass that “They
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks,” and that the country of Lincoln shall thus become the “land of the
free and the home of the brave,” where all men of all races shall be treated
in all departments of life according to their worth?

FOURTH PAPER.

WILL IT BE POSSIBLE FOR THE NEGRO TO ATTAIN, IN THIS COUNTRY,
UNTO THE AMERICAN TYPE OF CIVILIZATION?

BY BISHOP J. W. HOOD, D. D., LL.D.

The subject of this article is one upon which much thought has been
spent, and yet, excepting the color of the skin and the texture of the hair,
the Negro has more the appearance of the white American than any other
race. A cultured colored woman, with gloves on her hands and a veil on
her face, is hard to distinguish from a cultured white woman a little
way off. ’

And the same is true of men when the complexion is not seen. We
shall take the position that the inherent possibility of the Negro is equal
to that of any race. Notwithstanding his environments are against him,
yet he has the inherent power to break through them, and will break
through them and reach the highest plane of Christian civilization.

This is indicated by the progress he has made in the few years in which
he has had any chance for development as an American citizen. Almost
everything has been against him. Every possible effort has been employed
by his enemies to keep him down; but in spite of all he rises. Like Israel
2f old, the more he is oppressed the more he prospers.

His possibility is indicated by the stock from which he comes.

It is the impression of many that the Negro has no history to which
he can point. There could be no greater mistake than this. If it had been
in the power of modern historians of the Caucasian race to rob him of his
history it would have been done. But the Holy Bible has stood as an
everlasting rock in the black man’s defense. God himself has determined
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that the black man shall not be robbed of his record which he has made
during the ages past.

The first and most illustrious of earth’s historians has left on record
statements which set forth the fact beyond reasonable doubt that an
ancestor of the Negro race was the first of the earth’s great monarchs;
and that that race ruled the world for a long period; and the statements
of Moses are confirmed by the testimonies of the earliest secular his-
torians, whose writings have come down to our time. Ethiopia and
Egypt were first among the early monarchies, and these countries were
peopled by the descendants of Ham, through Cush and Mizraim.

Palestine was peopled by Canaan, the younger son of Ham, upon
whom the curse was pronounced; and, notwithstanding the curse, his
posterity ruled that land for hundreds of years. They were in it when the
promise of it was made to Abraham; and four hundred years later, when
Israel came out of Egypt, they were still in full possession of it. And,
although the land was promised to Israel, yet two tribes, the Jebusites
and Sidonians, resisted the attacks of Israel for more than four hundred
years after they entered upon their promised possessions. Neither
Joshua, nor the Judges of Israel, could drive them out. Not until David
became King were the Jebusites driven out from the stronghold of Zion.
(Even David failed to drive out the Sidonians.) It was from the ancient
seat of the Jebusites, Jerusalem, also called Salem, the seat of royalty
and power, that Melchizedek, the most illustrious king, priest and prophet
of that race, came forth to bless Abraham, as seen in Gen. XIV., 18:19.
There have been many wild notions respecting this personage, for which
there is no good reason. Dr. Barnes, a standard author, whose commen-
taries have been adopted by the Presbyterian Board, takes the position
that there can be no question but that Melchizedek was a Canaanite.

That the Phoenicians, who were the founders of Carthage in connec-
tion with the original Africans, were the descendants of Canaan there
ought to be no question; but, since everything honorable to the Negro
race is questioned, we will simply give the testimony of Rollin. He says:
“The Canaanites are certainly the same people who are called almost
always Phoenicians by the Greeks, for which name no reason can be
given, any more than the oblivion of the true one.” Thus it is seen, that
up to Rollin’s time there was no question as to the fact that the Phoe-
nicians were Canaanites. Rollin did not know why this, instead of the
true name, was given; neither do we know; but we may easily conjecture
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that, since it was the Greeks that gave this name instead of the true one,
it may have been their purpose to hide the fact that the people to whom
they were so greatly indebted were the descendants of the accursed son
of Ham. This would be in perfect accord with the conduct of Caucasian
authors now. We have also the testimony of Dr. Barnes that the Phoe-
nicians were descended from the Canaanites. In his notes on Matt. XV.,,
22, of the woman of Canaan who met Jesus on the coasts of Tyre and
Sidon, he says: “This woman is also called a Greek, a Syro-Phoenician
by birth” (Mark VIIL.,, 26).

Anciently the whole land, including Tyre and Sidon, was in the pos-
session of the Canaanites, and called Canaan. The Phoenicians were
descended from the Canaanites. The country, including Tyre and Sidon,
was called Phoenicia or Syro-Phoenicia. That country was taken by the
Greeks under Alexander the Great, and these cities, in the time of Christ,
were Greek cities. This woman was therefore a Gentile, living under
the Greek government, and probably speaking that language. She was
by birth a Syro-Phoenician, born in that country, and descended there-
fore from the ancient Canaanites.” On the same text Dr. Abbott says:
“The term Canaan was the older title of the country and the inhabitants
were successively termed Canaanites and Phoenicians; ‘as the inhabitants
of England were successively called Britons or Englishmen.”

Of Carthage we may remark that through all the hundreds of years of
its existence as an independent government, it remained a republic.
Rollin, speaking of the government, says: “The government of Carthage
was founded upon principles of most consummate wisdom; and it is with
reason that Aristotle ranks this republic in the number of those that were
held in the greatest esteem by the ancients, and which were fit to serve as
a model for others. He grounds his opinion on a reflection which does
great honor to Carthage, by remarking that from the foundation to his
time (that is, upward of five hundred years) no considerable sedition had
disturbed the peace, nor any tyrant oppressed the liberty of the state.
Indeed, mixed governments such as that of Carthage, where the power
was divided betwixt the nobles and the people, are subject to the incon-
veniences either of degenerating into an abuse of liberty by the seditions
of the populace, as frequently happened in Athens, and in all the Grecian
republics, or in the oppression of the public liberty by the tyranny of the
nobles; as in Athens, Syracuse, Corinth, Thebes, and Rome itself, under
Sylla and Caesar. It is, therefore, giving Carthage the highest praise to
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observe that it had found out the art by the wisdom of its laws, and the
harmony of the different parts of its government, to shun during so long
a series of years, two rocks that are so dangerous, and on which others so
often split. It were to be wished that some ancient author had left us an
accurate and regular description of the customs and laws of the famous
republic.”

While we agree with Rollin in his lament of the want of a more com-
plete history of that ancient Negro republic, yet, if those Caucasians who
are wont to arrogate to themselves all the excellencies of the world, and
deny that the Negro ever has been great, or ever can be, would take time
to read what has been written with sufficient care to understand it, they
would lose some of their self-conceit and add much to their store of
knowledge.

That the ancient Egyptians were black, both the Holy Scriptures and
the discoveries of science, as also the most ancient histories, most fully
attest. But as some profess to have doubts on this point, we shall take
some testimony, which, we think, no fair-minded man will attempt to
dispute.

The Psalmist calls to memory the wonders which God wrought for
his people, and celebrates in song his dealings with Israel in Egypt, and
frequently calls Egypt the land of Ham. How can this be accounted for
if Egypt was not peopled by the posterity of Ham? But he goes further
than this; he calls their dwellings the tabernacles of Ham. “He smote
the firstborn in Egypt; the chief of their strength in the tabernacles of
Ham.” DPsalm Ixxvii, 51: “Israel also came into Egypt; and Jacob
sojourned in the land of Ham.” Psalm cv, 23: “He sent Moses, his ser-
vant and Aaron whom he had chosen. They set among them his signs and
wonders in the land of Ham.” Psalm cv, 26:27: “They forget their God
their Savior which had done great things in Egypt; wondrous things in
the land of Ham.” (Psalm xvi, 21:22.)

The man who, after reading these passages, can doubt that the
Egyptians to whom Israel was in bondage were the descendants of Ham,
is beyond the reach of reason. The repetition seems designed to settle
this fact beyond question. We might add, if it were necessary, that the
Book of Canticles is an allegory, based upon Solomon’s affection for his
beautiful black wife, the daughter of Pharaoh, King of Egypt.

In the sixty-eighth Psalm we have a prophecy which connects Egypt
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with Ethiopia, as follows: “Princes shall come out of Egypt. Ethiopia
shall soon stretch forth her hands unto God.”

Rollin, in speaking of the fact, that all callings in Egypt were hon-
orable, gives this as a probable reason: “That as they all descended from
Ham, their common father, the memory of their still recent origin, occur-
ring to the minds of all in those first ages, established among them a kind
of equality, and stamped in their opinion a nobility on every person
descended from the common stock.

Again, treating of the history of the Kings of Egypt, Rollin says:
“The ancient history of Egypt comprises two thousand one hundred and
fifty-eight years; and is naturally divided into three periods. The first
begins with the establishment of the Egyptian monarchy by Menes or
Mizraim the son of Ham, in the year of the world 1816.” On the next
page he says of Ham: “He had four children, Cush, Mizraim, Phut and
Canaan.” After speaking of the settlements of the other sons he returns
to Mizraim and says: “He is allowed to be the same as Menes, whom all
historians declare to be the first king of Egypt.”

In speaking of the sons of Ham, Rollin says: “Cush settled in
Ethiopia, Mizraim in Egypt, which generally is called in Scripture after
his name, and by that of Cham (Ham) his father.”

That ancient Egypt was the seat of the arts and sciences, there can be
no doubt; the evidences of this still remain. The cities built by the early
kings of Egypt have been the wonder of all succeeding ages.

Sesostris stands at the head of the list of the great Egyptian warriors.
Rollin says: “His father, whether by inspiration, caprice, or, as the
Egyptians say, by the authority of an oracle, formed the design of making
his son a conqueror. * * * ” (See Rollin, Vol. I, p. 161.)

The record given by Rollin indicates that Sesostris was among the
wisest, as well as among the most powerful monarchs of the earth.
Napoleon was a great warrior, but he died in exile, a prisoner of war.
Alexander was a great general, but he made a foolish march across a
desert country almost to the destruction of his army, for the foolish pur-
pose of worshipping at the shrine, and being called the son of Jupiter
Ammon. This so discouraged his forces that he never accomplished the
object of his ambition.

Sesostris made no such blunders in his campaigns. He went forth
conquering until he met a providential interposition; his climax of
wisdom was displayed in his turning back when he discovered that not
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merely mortal beings, but the Great Immortal, opposed his further con-
quest. v

He returned to his own country to enjoy in peace and prosperity the
fruits of his unparalleled victories. His conduct toward those cities
which resisted in attacks most stubbornly was in striking contrast to that
of Alexander. As Alexander advanced to invade Egypt, he found at
Gaza a garrison so strong that he was obliged to besiege it. It held out
a long time, during which he received two wounds; this provoked him to
such a degree that when he had captured the place he treated the soldiers
and inhabitants most cruelly.

Sesostris, on the other hand, was pleased with those who defended
their possessions most bravely; the degree of resistance which he had to
overcome was denoted by him in hieroglyphical figures en monuments.
The more stubborn the resistance, the greater the achievement; and the
more worthy the people to become his subjects.

If the descendants of the accursed son of Ham could establish and
maintain for five hundred years a republic which was never disturbed by
sedition nor tyranny, and enjoyed a civilization in some respects better
than the boasted American civilization, there is no reason why any other
branch of Ham’s family may not attain to the highest and best civiliza-
tion.

Our opinion is, that within two hundred and fifty years the American
Negro will reach that Christian civilization taught by the Son of God
to a degree equal to any race on the face of the globe. He has in him the
elements for such a civilization to a degree not possessed by some other
races.

But the limit allowed this article has been reached.
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HENRY PLUMMER CHEATHAM.

Men who attain to real leadership and those who lift as they climb; broad in men-
tal resource, generous, and strong in manly impulse, they forget self and become the
embodiment of principles that make genuine progress and win the hearts of their com-
rades by the compelling force of character and personal magnetism. Promoting the
well-being of a race, multiplying the happiness of the individual, these captains of moral
thought practically accept the duty marked out by the Great Teacher and ‘“cause two
blades of grass to grow where but one grew before.”

Such a man as pictured above is Henry Plummer Cheatham, one of the most suc-
cessful forces in the public life of the twentieth century Negro. His career has been
visited by success because he has richly deserved it. Mr. Cheatham was born in Hen-
derson, N. C., some forty-odd years ago. He was educated in the public schools of his
county and at Shaw University, of his native state. He was a promising lad, and with
prophetic spirit laid deep the foundation upon which a brilliant character was to be
built. His first public office was that of registrar of deeds in his native county. So
conspicuous was his work and so worthily did he impress himself upon the judgment
of the people, Mr. Cheatham was nominated and elected to the Fifty-first Congress, and
was again chosen to sit in the Fifty-second Congress. When President McKinley reached
the White House, one of his earliest appointments was that of Mr. Cheatham to be
Recorder of Deeds for the District of Columbia, a post which has come to be regarded
as carrying the insignia of leadership in the political councils of the race. That he
has performed his duties capably and zealously, goes without saying. He is an ardent
adherent of the merit system, and in both appointments and promotions the merit
system has been his invariable guide, declining to be influenced by considerations of
person, politics, religion or color. He has been instrumental in enrollng more Afro-
Americans upon the governmental roster than any other Negro living.

Mr. Cheatham is a positive race man and is a foremost champion of the idea that the
Negro's best development must come along natural lines, and that material progress
{s as much the result of sensible and persistent individual effort as of legislation and
adventitious aid. He believes in practical education for the masses, technical education
for the captains of professional thought and industrial leadership. He is unusually
effective upon the “stump,” and has been heard with pleasure and profit in many states
during national campaigns.




TOPIC 1II.

HOW CAN THE FRIENDLY RELATIONS NOW EXISTING BETWEEN THE
TWO BRACES IN THE SOUTH BE STRENGTHENED AND MAINTAINED ¢

BY HON. H. P. CHEATHAM.

Prosperity to a nation is most secure when all elements and classes
of that nation are at peace, one with the other. Christianity reaches the
height of its sacred mission when the spirit of co-operation and brotherly
love is most conspicuously in evidence. National prestige and the in-
fluence of a people in the councils of the world are invincible when the
contributing forces of the land are happy and united. The problems of
civilization are solved when wars are silenced and “rumors of wars” are
heard no more.

America, as we have come to call the land of our birth, has not grown
to her present proud proportions upon “flowery beds of ease.” Her strong
place among the powers of the earth has not been gained without resort to
martial strife. But, it is a gratifying fact, that up to this hour every
struggle against outside foes has made American people stronger from
within, and every victory, in our long, unbroken line of successful cam-
paigns, has bred a warmer spirit of homogeneity and knit us together in
closer bonds as a national unit. Foreign foes offer our country no danger
to-day. Our army and navy are without peers upon the globe, and, des-
pite our marvelous sketch of coast line, we have nothing to fear from
foreign invasion.

The disease that threatens us most is from within. If salvation be
needed, we must pray to be “saved from ourselves.” To “make clean our
hearts”—to face in proper spirit the duty that lies before us—should be
the earnest supplication of every true American citizen. A spirit of
unity is our urgent need at the opening of the 20th century.

Thanks to the wise economic policies of those intrusted with the
reins of legislation and government, our country is enjoying a period of
unexampled commercial prosperity. Business is booming, money is easy,
crops are abundant and labor is receiving a fair return for energy ex-
pended. But, in our mad rush for the material things of life are we not

forgetting the spiritual wants of the citizen, are we not neglecting the
57
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moral qualities that make nations enduring and the principles that must
live when cities decay and dynasties cease to be? In fine are we not
veering too far from the altruism of our fathers, in the apparent subordi-
nation of human rights to the acquisition of power and of wealth? This
dangerous ambition breeds in our midst socialism and industrial unrest,
exemplified in strikes and lockouts. It fosters anarchy—a spirit of law-
lessness, from which but a few weeks ago the nation suffered the loss of
a beloved chief magistrate. It stirs up racial antagonisms, and defies the
ameliorating influences of Christian brotherhood. All difficulties sur-
rounding our labor problems, however, are easy of solution, for while
capital and mechanical industry may be frequently at war for one reason
or another, the outbreaks are merely sporadic and short lived. They are
invariably adjusted, from time to time, either through arbitration or
equitable concessions. Capital and industry are of one color, and the
complications are purely superficial. The one contention that ‘“passeth
all understanding” and which defies the skill of the ethnologist, the
psychologist, and all who deal with the ancestral or philosophical aspects
of mankind, is the “race problem.”

I say “race problem” advisedly, because sociologists, in analyzing the
issues growing out of the relations between the white American and the
colored American, have eliminated from the discussion all difficulties
surrounding their settlement—save the impossible effacement of race or
color. All have admitted that the bronzed American may have character,
intellect, capacity, wealth, industry and comeliness—yet he is a social
“Pariah” because of lis social identification. A problem that otherwise
would be simple is thus converted into a perpetual issue by reason of
race, and hence we have a “race problem.” The race issue is particularly
acute at the South—not because the Southern Negro differs materially
from his Northern brother in character or attainments—but because in
the Southern states the Negro abounds in the greatest numbers, and
because upon her fertile soil he was once held in bondage. As a slave, the
Negro came to be regarded as one whose inferiority must continue from
generation to generation. The Civil War brought freedom in its wake, ~
and one of its results was to clothe the emancipated servitor with the full
vestments of citizenship. By proclamation and legislation, the ex-slave
was made the political equal of his white master, and if numbers are to
be counted the slave class became the superior force in the reconstructed
Southland. That the new Negro citizen was honest and well meaning,
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no one doubts. It must be confessed, however, that the masses were
ignorant of the high responsibilities charged to them, and it is but natural
that many mistakes were unwittingly made. Indeed, the wonder is not
that many errors could be laid at the door of the amateur “statesman,”
lawmakers and suffragists, but that more grievous blunders were not
made. The result, all things considered, is highly creditable to the heads
and hearts of the leaders of that trying epoch. The masters did not take
kindly to the seeming domination of their former bondmen. The anoma-
lous situation was made infinitely worse by the gross frauds and mal-
administration of Northern white carpet-baggers, who misled the trust-
ing Negro into false channels and bred in the minds of the landowners
and former slave-magnates a bitter hatred for all that savored of the
Negro and the party that they held responsible for their humiliation.
Readers of history are familiar with the stirring scenes that went abreast
with the efforts of the whites to free themselves from the consequences of
the war. With the accession of President Hayes came the restoration of
the democracy to local control in the Southern states. All are acquainted
with the “reign of terror” and the depredations of red-shirted adventurers
and night-riders. The instinct of white supremacy solidified that section,
and later came the era of lynchings. General disorder prevailed wherever
the racial problem was brought actively to the fore.

Of late we have heard much of “constitutional conventions,” and the
press has been filled with arguments pro and con as to the necessity for
eliminating the Negro from politics or abridging his right to vote. There
has been going on for years a seething cauldron, with the Negro as the
burning impulse; but evidence is gradually accumulating to warrant the
belief that a healthier atmosphere is coming out of the storm. Passions
cool after full vent is given, and the sober second thought of races and
nations invariably makes for peace, for law and for justice. Upon this
established principle of metaphysics the Negro must base his hope for
happier results in the near future. The South has awakened to its vast
opportunities, and there seems to be a well-defined and determined effort
on the part of the intelligence, the cultuire, and the wealth of that section
to make the most of its bountiful resources. The commercial era opening
in the South, gradually bringing into control the conservers of Chris-
tianity, of peace and of civil equity, will develop better conditions for
the Negro; for among the aristocracy—among the landowners and mon-
eyed classes—the black man has always found his best friends and most
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ardent sympathizers. They understand the Negro more thoroughly than
many Negroes understand themselves, and the facts will bear me out in
saying that when our people have needed advice, or have appealed for aid
for churches, schools and for industrial opportunities, the high-grade
white elasses of the South have never turned a deaf ear. They have never
been wanting in their approval of the self-respecting, thrifty and law-
abiding Negro, and have always been ready to encourage him in the
acquirement of a home, a farm or other real property—frequently lending
the money for the first large payment. Many times they have excrted
their influence to guarantee fair play for such Negroes in the courts—
even when their causes were laid against a white man, or where white
men had accused them of erime. It cannot be denied that injustice
has been practiced against us in all sections of the South, and it is also
true that the Negro’s ignorance and credulity have made him an easy
prey to the unscrupulous; but ignorant whites have suffered likewise,
for he that knoweth little, no matter what his race, is the natural victim
of the sharper. With the keenest of sleuths in our detective departments
of the North, and with courts and juries of unimpeachable integrity,
crime stalks boldly in its greatest cities, and arrogant corruption goes
unwhipt of justice. So, in the Southland, there are crimes and criminals
and the law will be powerless to bring them to book until a nobler senti-
ment is created by the supremacy of the better classes, and the relegation
of the riotous element, through the vigorous and constant efforts of the
rightful rulers of the South—the educated and peace-loving citizenry.
In no case has any outrage against Negroes been given the approval of
any responsible officer of the law. Violations of the letter and spirit of
the statutes are committed over the protest of the authorities, and those
who desire the aggressive execution of all the laws in the future must
exercise more care in the selection of men intrusted with the power of
administration. More attention must be paid to the character and per-
sonal fitness of candidates standing for office. The Negro can and will
help to do this. The regeneration of existing conditions among the whites
must come from an enlightened public spirit and a broader culture, such
as are being bred through the public schools and through the introduction
of improved methods in business and social life. First-class white men
must take hold of the reins of government throughout the Southland.
The Negro is an imitative creature, and he takes on the color of his
environment. If it be charged that he is frequently immoral, dishonest
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and shiftless, the dissolute whites with whom he has been closely iden-
tified have furnished a model that he has copied only too faithfully. Let
the Christian element become a more prominent factorin state affairs,
and the Negro will at once grow in character and address by virtue of the
inspiring example thus set for him.

This phase of the “Negro problem” carried to its logical conclusion
becomes the “white man’s problem.” Will the Southern American rise
in his majesty, dismiss his prejudice and prove equal to the lofty duty
allotted to him? Will he give the Negro a man’s chance in the battle of
life, and depend upon his own natural gifts of mind and heart for his -
supremacy?

The political phase of the race problem I shall touch but briefly.
There is no call for the Negro “to get out of politics;” as the term is popu-
larly used. The fact is the Negro should begin “to get into politics,” in
the truest sense of the word—that is, to begin at the a b ¢ of political
power and come up by the usual processes of individual development.
The suffrage is a privilege conferred by the state. States make certain
restrictions for their own protection as sovereign commonwealths. Al-
though it is unfortunately a fact that the restrictions are enforced more
rigidly against black illiterates and black non-property-holders than
against the whites, of similar deficiencies, the conditions are there and
can only be fought down by intelligently meeting the requirements, what-
ever they may be. No educated Negro is refused the right of suffrage by
any constitutional enactment. No property-owner is made to feel him-
self outlawed by virtue of suffrage restrictions.

The moral is plain. Get education. Be thrifty and economical. Get
lands and money. Get character and personal culture. These qualities,
united, pass as good coin in any state North or South. They go far to
minimize the disadvantages of color everywhere. Without them no race
is strong anywhere. They are potent in allaying the race feeling aggra-
vated by too many of us, through voting under the leadership of schem-
ing politicians who are opposed to the best interests of the masters of the
Southern soil, and who have no use for black men except on election day.
In the matter of suffrage, I would suggest that the black voter place
himself in touch with his white neighbors. The interests of each are
identical. It is of far greater importance to the Negro to have the friend-
ship, respect and confidence of his next-door neighbor than who shall be
President of the United States. It is of more moment to him who shall
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be sheriff or member of the state legislature and city council than who
shall go to Congress. This suggests that the Negro use clear judgment
in casting his ballot, and that he use that instrument to identify himself
with the law-abiding and progressive forces about him. The Negro’s
natural home will ever be in the South. The careful exercise of suffrage
in promoting the interests of that section, eliminating partisan bitterness
and vengeful spirit, will be one of the most powerful agencies in main-
taining and strengthening friendly relations between the races there.

Further, let the Negro make for himself a place in the business world.
Let him develop hotels, groceries, stores and shops of all kinds, thus
affording employment to our competent young men and women. Let him
perfect himself in the useful arts; till the soil, and become an indis-
pensable factor in the uplift of the community which he calls home.
The farmer, the artisan, and industrious wage-earner form the backbone
of racial progress, for they support the church, are patrons of the schools,
and are steady conservers of public morals. I'rom this firm center, a
lever is furnished which holds up the house of the minister, the editor,
the teacher, physician, the artist, the lawyer, and all of the so-called
“polite” professions. Let the Negro build up his own social circle, and
strive to perfect it through an exemplary home life. While a part of the
general social system the Negro people can be to the whites, as Booker
T. Washington so well puts it, “separate as the fingers” in social contact,
but “one as the hand” in all that tends to sustain and improve the State
and Nation.

In short, let the white man be just, if he cannot be generous. Let him
give the Negro what is due him. Weigh him honestly as to character and
manly worth. Let the Negro be patient, persevering, philosophical,
thrifty, self-respecting and far-seeing. Brains and energy will eventually
win their legitimate place in the equation of civic virtue, and the forces
of right will gravitate, the one towards the other, just as the flowering
plant turns to the sunlight. In peaceful conditions, nurtured by mutual
sympathy, mutual suffering and mutual triumphs,- will be forged a bond
that shall in due season draw the best in each of the great races of the
South in closer and more friendly communion. Our beloved America
shall throw off the shameful shackles of racial prejudice. Progress to-
wards a sweeter civilization will be the watchword for all. Then, there
shall be, indeed and in truth, for every class, color, condition and section
in this land, “One God, one country, and one flag.” There is hope ahead.
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WILLIAM D. CHAPPELLE.

Rev. William D. Chappelle was born in Fairfleld County, South Carolina, November
16, 1857. At twelve years of age, he was sent to the common schools of Winnsboro, 8. C.,
to Northern teachers. So eager was he to learn that he cut light wood up at night and
carried it to town on his head, using the money thus obtained to buy his first book.
After finishing the common schools, he entered Fairfleld Normal Institute, and there
‘prepared himself for a teacher, which vocation he pursued for several years. After his
conversion he felt called to the ministry. Accordingly, he joined the Columbia Annual
Conference in 1881, and feeling his inability to effectually preach the Gospel of Christ,
he entered Allen University, there taking a collegiate course, at the same time serving
missions near Columbia.

With a wife and one child, he found that the mission work was inadequate for his
support, having very often to cease his studies in school and go out and teach for two
or three months to relieve the wants of his family. This was very discouraging to him,
but he courageously worked on until Bishop Dickerson relieved him of some of his
responsibilities by giving him a room in his back yard. This he gladly accepted that he
might earn some money with which to buy books and thus sustain himself in his
struggle for an education.

I know of my own personal knowledge that he had very often to walk sixteen miles
on Sundays and preach twice, getting back home at 11 or 12 o’clock at night to be
enabled to make recitations on Monday. Nevertheless, he struggled on and graduated at
the head of his class in 1887.

He was ordained deacon in Bethel A. M. E. Church, Columbia, S. C., March, 1883,
by Bishop Dickerson, and ordained elder by Bishop James A. Shorter at Greenville, S.
C., in 1885. He graduated from Allen University in 1887, in a class with six other young
men—four preachers and two lawyers. In 1887 he was elected a delegate to the General
Conference which met in Indianapolis, Ind., and he has been elected to each successive
General Conference ever since. He served eight years as a pastor, holding three appoint-
ments, and ten years as a presiding elder. He was appointed to the Manning District
in 1889, and after serving there four years he was appointed, by Bishop Salter, to the
Orangeburg District, the largest district in the State, and served there five years. Bishop
A. Grant appointed him to the Sumter District in 1898, which district he served until
the General Conference met in Columbus, Ohio, 1900, where he was elected Correspond-
ing Secretary and Editor of the Sunday School periodicals of the A. M. E. Church.

Dr. Chappelle also served two years as President of Allen University, his alma
mater, being elected just ten years after his graduation from that institution.

He has had a successful career as teacher, as preacher and, now, as business man-
ager and editor. He ranks, also, as one of the leaders of his race, as a scholar and
writer of no mean ability. He is an able debater, having few superiors as an extempo-
raneous speaker. Acute in thought and incisive in speech, he is a fluent talker.

Unlike most men of a literary turn of mind, he combines fine business acumen
with his intellectual ability, and has accumulated property, real and personal, to the
amount of ten thousand dollars, situated in Columbia, S. C., and Nashville, Tenn.
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SECOND PAPER.

HOW CAN THE FRIENDLY RELATIONS NOW EXISTING BETWEEN THE
TWO RACES IN THE SOUTH BE STRENGTHENED AND MAINTAINED?

BY REV. W. D. CHAPPELLE, D. D.

The subject above assigned me is a momentous one and involves an-
issue which is not settled, nor will it be settled until the relation which
now exists between the two races is based upon that moral “ought”
growing out of the ethical rule given by God for the government of man.
For it must be conceded that all friendly relations are based upon ethical
treatment. A relation upon any other basis is forced, and, therefore, not
genuine. The so-called Negro problem which is being agitated by the
public press is forced upon us by fictitious sentiment, conceived in preju-
dice, and watered by opportunity, and a disregard for law, and truth-
fulness of statements made concerning the Negro as a citizen.

When a relation is fixed by such undue advantages, that relation 1s
NoT, for it is ex-parte, and the party having the public ear creates the
sentiment, and thus forces the party which is not heard to terms, whether
those terms be satisfactory or not. Then, it can be plainly seen that such
relations are not real, for they are not based upon that law under which
all men are created and governed.

Now, I lay down the following as a general proposition which I think
will stand the test of critics, whether they be of the North or South. It is
the rule of international law to have a friendly relation between nations,
states and individuals, and that relation is made by representatives of all
the parties concerned. The agreement must be mutual and that mutual-
ity must be based upon righteousness—that righteousness which makes
sacred the rights of all the contending parties.

If the friendly relationship existing between the two races in the
South is mutual, then the development of the Negro will fasten and rivet
such a relation. But if it is not mutual, and undue advantages have been
taken of him, his development will make it impossible for such relations
to be strengthened and maintained.

To perpetuate a relationship, it must first be based upon the principles
of right, guaranteed by the force of all competent power, that power being
common to all parties concerned. This is the sum maximum of all ethical
gcience and is complete. To add to it, or take from it, would change the
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rule. Then, the solution to all ills must be measured by that sense of con-
science unimpaired, emanating from that innate rule of human duty
based upon moral obligation.

Now, there must be a standard of righteousness, not fixed by man,
but by a superior power; for it is not man’s will which he must obey, but
the will of his Maker. This will can be shown in two ways only. First,
by revelation, and, second, by example, both of which have been verified
and demonstrated in the sacrifice made by Christ for the world of man-
kind. This relationship can and will be sustained, because Christ sought
to know the nature and power of the second party. He enters into a
covenant fixing that relationship forever, between the two. Now, if the
so-called superior race, with the boasted power of all the heavy centuries
of the past, has given to the inferior race in its undeveloped condition,
that consideration which is necessary to sustain and maintain the rela-
tionship which now exists, then, the relationship is real and the education
and development of the Negro along economic and commercial lines will
but make this relationship stronger. And the future of the two races in
the South, under such conditions, must be bright and glorious.

But, I fear we have been hasty in our conclusions when we measure
the relationship which now exists in the South, by constitutional rights
and enactments. The Constitution of these United States makes the
people a compact, and therefore equals in immunities, privileges and
rights, with a common flag as the symbol of our common protection.
Every citizen, then, of these United States—let him be of any race
variety—owes to that flag its protection, and, in return, that flag is to
protect him. So that the relationship of all the citizens of the United
States to the flag is the same; being the same to the flag, they are the same
to each other from a civic point of view.

I agree that there is such a thing as “State rights,” but such rights
must be local and subsidiary and must in no case conflict with, or counter-
act, the rights of a citizen growing out of a common Constitution whose
jurisdiction holds the sisterhood of states together. To sustain and
maintain such a sisterhood the compilers of the Constitution gave the
general government the right to summons such states to protect her in
the discharge of her duty. So that it is seen that the government is
exercising a power that was given it by the sovereign people, acknowledg-
ing equal rights to all and special privileges to none. Among these are




RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO RACES: 65

life, liberty and the peaceful pursuit of happiness. These are the rights
which are guaranteed by the Constitution.

Now, an agreement entered into by the people of any part of these
United States which does mot conform to the stipulated rights men-
tioned above, is not a contract and can not be considered binding under
the law. Therefore, a relationship based upon privileges of one and the
denied rights of the other, cannot be friendly and must, sooner or later,
be dissolved. I, for one, cannot concede that the relationship between
the races in the South is friendly. It is, for the most part, peaceful, but
that peace grows out of a fear of the law in the hands of an unfriendly
and prejudiced people who feel that the Negro race has no rights which
they are bound to respect. ‘Accepting this position, the Negro quietly
moves on, trying to make for himself and family a living, but he feels
keenly the class legislation which proscribes him to the “Jim Crow” cars,
to the rear seats in street cars, behind the doors in public restaurants,
and a hundred other indignities heaped upon him. He is also denied the
right to vote, which is the greatest evil done him and the only protection
that the Constitution gives him. )

Now, I ask, “Can there be friendly relations with such environments,
and, if they are friendly, can they be sustained and maintained?” I assert
that the infringement of any right is an unfriendly act, whether the one
whose rights are infringed upon is conscious of the unfriendly act or not.
If he is unconscious of it, it is all the more unfriendly. I assert further,
that whenever existing conditions make it necessary for one race to sup-
press another, the suppression affects both races alike. The stronger race
ceases to develop that strength which is necessary for the growth of a
nation, and to prepare it to meet the great problems which are indis-
pensable in the fostering of a government such as ours. And the weaker
race is deprived of the opportunities which are necessary to cultivate
those innate powers which are intended by God to be developed in the
rounding out of good citizenship. In fact, the denial of freedom to any
race, along any of the walks of life, has a tendency to teach that race
irresponsibility; for responsibility must rest with the volition of the
human family.

“The Nashville American,” in a recent issue, admits that the Southern
white people have made no progress in the great world of thought, be-
cause they had everything their way. The solid South practically de-
stroyed its opportunities to develop thinkers in the political world, and
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the prejudice they entertain and foster by mere sentiment was not con-
ducive to the production of strong men, or the development of great
thinkers or leaders of distinguished constructive ability. In some sense
the South has for some time lived in an eddy. There has not been that
broad sweep of the current of thought which once made it strong and
powerful. And the reason for this is assigned in their surroundings,
their highest ambition being to suppress the Negro in the civil walks of
life.

Now, we are confronted with a condition—call it a relation, if you
please—in which the interest of the entire Southland is involved, and we,
as the Negro race, are called upon to express ourselves as to the basis
of this relationship and the perpetuity of the same. The facts above
stated make it extremely difficult for one to conscientiously concede,
first, that the relations are friendly; and, second, that they can be sus-
tained and maintained. As a matter of fact, the subject assigned me can
be easily answered by saying that the friendly relations which now exist
can be sustained and maintained by destroying the system of public
instruction; by making no protest against the encroachments upon our
liberty; by destroying the medium of the Christian religion, pulling down
our altars, demolishing our churches and hanging crape on the door-
knobs of all places of public instruction. This we are unwilling to do,
and, as God gives us strength and light to see cur plain duty, we shall
work, watch and wait for that surrounding which shall be congenial to a
healthful development of a Christian manhood, when the sphinx of this
age shall have passed into the oblivious past; and mankind, transformed
from brutish prejudice to that lordly prince, divested of all racial preju-
dice, shall stand upon that plain of reason where all are equals. We must
see that our rights under the Constitution are one thing and the enjoy-
ment of those rights quite another thing.

Now, then, shall we, because these rights are denied us, fail to teach
our children that these rights are ours?. And can it not be seen that for
us to concede that the relationship, now existing between the two races in
the South, is friendly, is an admission of the righteousness upon which
such relation is based? And even this very book will be brought in evi-
dence against us.

A friendly relation grows out of real friendship, so that it is neces
sary here to explain friendship. Mr. Webster gives the meaning of friend-
ship as a state of being friends; a friendly relation or attachment, to a
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person, or between persons; affection arising from mutual esteem and
good will; friendliness; amity; good will.

“There is little friendship in the world,” says Bacon. There can be no
friendship without confidence, and no confidence without integrity.

Dryden says, “Aptness to unite; conformity; affinity; harmony and
correspondence are the signs of friendship.” These grow out of that soil
and are the forerunners of that friendship out of which a relation must
be had to be called friendly.

Now let us analyze this term “friendship.” “Amity”—from the Latin,
amare to love, or friendship in a general way between individuals, socie-
ties or nations. . “Goodwill”’—I wish you well, peace and prosperity.
“Integrity”—moral soundness; completeness; honesty; rectitude.

We have given some of the terms which Mr. Webster used in the
explanation of the word friendship. Our purpose for so doing is to see if
it is possible to base the relationship which now exists between the two
races in the South, upon all the synonyms or any one of them. I confess
with candor that I cannot see (nor can any lover of liberty who holds
sacred the rights of the human family, regardless of race, color or previous
condition of servitude) even a semblance of amity in the treatment which
the Negro gets at the hands of the dominant race, in fact, it is just the
opposite, the relationship is forced and also one sided.

The seemingly friendly relation is forced from the Negro; that is, he
must shew up friendly or be lynched by the first angry mob who becomes
thirsty for Negro blood.

If we sustain a friendly relation based upon the integrity of the
Southern whites, there could be no lynching; the friendship of the white
man would cause it to cease at once.

Would to God that they would interpret our actions in the light in
which they are rendered and not make us suffer for what somebody else
has done, simply because we are weak and unable to protect ourselves
against the insanity of the prejudice.

The Southern white people, in their haste, are making an unenviable
history at which they will blush in the years to come.

Three innocent people in the State of Mississippi have just been taken
from the officers and lynched, two of whom were women. Can a race of
people said to be friendly towards another race reach such hasty con-
clusions? Would not friendship suggest an investigation in order that
the facts in the case may be had? But we are living in the midst of a
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people whose civilization is christianized, thus having in it that friend-
ship which characterized Christ in taking the sins of mankind upon him-
self. “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you” (Bible).
This text makes friendship conditional and reciprocal; that is, there can
be no friendship without mutuality ; so that the relation which now exists
is not based upon friendship, for the relation which is made to exist is not
in accordance with that moral rule given for the government of man,
therefore things are not what they seem to be in the Southland.

I tell you that the Negro is not satisfied with his condition and the
more he learns of the common rights of the human family, the more he
sees the great wrongs ‘“perpetrated” upon him and the reasons for the
same. You cannot educate a people and crush them, history does not
narrate an instance.

THIRD PAPER.

HOW CAN THE FRIENDLY RELATIONS NOW EXISTING BETWEEN THE
TWO RACES IN THE SOUTH BE STRENGTHENED AND MAINTAINED¢

BY REV. S. N. BROWN.

Any superficial or narrow view of the present conditions existing
between the Blacks and Whites of this country will surely be discourag-
ing. It is a time for an unbiased, comprehensive, and discriminate study
of the situation. This, I think, will point to a basis of a coming final
adjustment.

No people have ever achieved lasting distinction or greatness without
hardships. God’s way of development seems to be through trial. The
Negro has not been, and will not be, excepted in this regard. The tests
of life have been well borne by him and he has clearly demonstrated cer-
tain essential elementary characteristics. From slavery is learned his
amiability, vitality and patient endurance, and from freedom, the spirit
of hope, forgiveness, and his ability for the highest improvement.

At this time, when the race problem is demanding renewed considera-
tion, we note with interest the extreme as well as conservative views,
The unfriendly discuss the Negro in the light of his savagery,his bondage
and his mistakes. They read history “with their prejudices and not with
their eyes.”

Just as white men candidly and otherwise hold their individual view-
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REV. STERLING N. BROWN, A. M, B.D.

Rev. Sterling N. Brown was born in Roane County, East Tennessee, November 21,
1857. He attended the first free school ever taught in his county. He entered Fisk Uni-
versity (Nashville, Tenn.) in 1875, and for some ycars, during his terms of vacation,
taught school to provide the means with which to pursue his studies. He was converted
when quite a boy and has been able since, almost continuously, to lead men to Christ. He
began to preach early after his conversion, and many revivals have followed his min-
istry. The first great awakening where, under God, he was the instrument, was at
Kingston, Tenn., where every child in school, of over one hundred in number, became
Christians, and when the whoie town was stirred as never before. Many hardened
sinners were brought to Christ in the meeting. Several of the converts are now actively
engaged in the ministry. Mr. Brown’s acceptance as a preacher made it possible for
him to spend the entire vacations of his last years at college in supplying the pulpits
of his denomination in different parts of the South.

He graduated from the college course of Fisk University in 1885, and took the
degree of A. M. in 1891. He is also a graduate from the Oberlin Theological Seminary
with the degree of B. D. He was called, June 1, 1885, to the Mount Zion Congregational
Church, Cleveland, Ohio, and was by that Church ordained to the gospel ministry. This
church was composed of a few faithful but discouraged members. They worshipped
in a small frame chapel without either attraction or convenience.

Soon the membership was increased, the church took new courage and a great
ingathering came, the old building was torn away and in its place a beautiful and
convenient house of worship was erected. Mr. Brown served Mt. Zion for nearly four
years when he accepted a call from the Plymouth Congregational Church, Washington,
D. C., April 1, 1889. Th.s church, under his pastorate for eight years, had a steady
and most healthful growth. In January, 1897, he gathered about him a few leading
men and women of the race and organized a church in Northwest Washington, in the
midst of a large unchurched population. Park Temple, the name of the new church,
at once took an important place in the community and its influence for good was felt
far and near. For five years the work grew and throbbed with life. Its lines of
work, so practical and successful, awakened such interest in an older sister church
nearby that overtures were made for a union, and so, October 1, 1901, the Lincoln
Church and Park Temple were merged into a new organization to be known as Lincoln
Temple, with the Rev. Mr. Brown as pastor. The new Institutional Church with a
large main building and a branch work gives promise of an unusual church movement.
The pastor of this church is one of the Lardest worked men in the city. He was for
three years a most active and influential member of the Washington Board of Educa-
tion, and has been for seven years and is yet Professor in the Theological Department
of Howard University. He is an able minister, a good pastor, and a practical man
of affairs. His long public life in the city has added to his influence and in every
best sense, he is still a growing man. He is full of sympathy and helpfulness, and so
is continually drawn upon by all classes and conditions of people. He is regarded
highly by public men of both races for his conservative views, good judgment and
genuine public spirit.

Mr. Brown is a tireless worker, and one who looks always upon the bright side
of things. He has an ear to hear man, but keeps also an ear attentive to the voice
from the clouds. When he has settled upon a plan no discouragement can change
him. Once convinced of the righteousness of his course he pushes ahead with no
wavering. Many a time in his works he seemed headed for a stone wall, insurmountable
and impassable, but he went up to the wall with as much courage and faith, as if
there lay before him a beautiful green sward, inviting to his sandal. Thus through the
years of school life and the years of his active ministry he has gone forward.
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point of the subject, 8o do colored men differ as to their opinions. We,
too, have extremists and conservatives among ourselves and friends.
This is what ought to be expected. Why should an intelligent colored
man be different in his thoughts and conclusions from his white brother
of equal intelligence? What the American school and spirit do for the
one may be expected for the other. There are certainly strong grounds
for extreme views and for even more extreme measures. But who can
rationally deny the wisdom of moderation and sensible counsel? Person-
ally I cannot bring myself to accord with either one of these views. The
extremist spits fire, swears vengeance and talks loudly. He might offer
his life as a sacrifice, and yet he reckons without his host. The conserva-
tive builds without hope, is easily cast down, and thoroughly pessimistic.
There is a middle ground that can and must be taken.

Were it not that we have unshaken faith in the great heart of our
American government, we might, like the captive Jews, hang our harps
upon the willows, and, as if in a strange land, find no song to sing.

The fact that the very warp and woof of American institutions are the
eternal principles of right and justice encourages the hope that the inci-
dent of color, race or previous condition can not always be a bar to pre-
ferment. An equal chance and fair play to all the citizens are absolute
essentials to the continued life of a republic such as ours is to be. Itisin
this self-evident truth that is found a sure ground of confidence. Upon
this bed-rock of America’s boasted pride for interest in her humblest
citizen may be built the superstructure of the future of the race.

I do not share in any disparaging view of the ultimate outcome of
conditions. The white man’s attitude North and South towards the
Negro is now well defined. There is to be no more special legislation in
his direct interest; he will be expected more than ever “to weed his own
row,” and by self-endeavor continue to prove his right to be.

It would be amusing, if it were not so serious, to find the varied,
strange theories for the black man’s future well-being. Deportation,
colonization, and a voluntary political self-effacement have all been
advocated.

There is much said and written that would imply the need of some
special kind of training suited alone for the Negro. If he has any special
need whatsoever above his brother in white it is due to mistreatment and
not to natural conditions. His phenomenal development along all lines
indicates what is in him and what may be possible for him.
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The race numbers from eight to ten millions, pays taxes upon property
to the amount of nearly $300,000,000. They have graduated from uni-
versities, colleges, high, normal and professional schools about forty
thousand. There are in all grades from the common school up about one
and a half million pupils.

Men of the race own and control about three hundred newspapers,
journals and periodicals. This is substantial progress for only thirty-six
years, and yet this is no day for boasting or fine-spun flattery. As long
as the great bulk of the race are in abject poverty and ignorance, and
while more than a million of colored children of school age are not
attending school for want of accommodation, and the number increasing
more rapidly than facilities for education, and so long as the unsettled
race question seriously agitates the American mind we do well to be
deeply concerned. But it is unreasonable and not helpful to be over
alarmed. It is time for the race to be sober and thoughtful, and if present
conditions bring this about a sure blessing will result.

Among the mistakes of our years of freedom have been the surface
view of life, and an ever present dependence upon politics and by-gone
friends. The present shock from eliminating certain manhood rights
in the Southland necessarily creates a sensation, but is also sure to
quicken for us new life, purpose and hope.

The Negro question is only one aspect of America’s larger problem.
Can it be truthfully said that every worthy citizen shall have an equally
fair opportunity in the race of life? It seems to me clear that racial
adjustment at the South may be reasonably hoped for when the parties
most interested unite upon the spirit of the golden rule. This and this
alone will insure friendly relationship. The white man must make up
in his mind to be fair, and just, and to recognize the fact that the Negro
deserves a chance for the highest, broadest and best possible life. Will
the Southern white man ever willingly accord this common right? Yes,
I think so. But the alienation is not all on one side. For thirty-six years
the fact has been specially emphasized that the Southern white man is the
black man’s enemy. The result is a natural one. Antagonism and race
friction have enlarged rather than lessened. The time has fully come
when the colored pulpit, press and leadership throughout the country
and specially in the South should seek to make friends of these people
with whom the blacks must necessarily live. We can not over-estimate
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the value of education and the getting hold of homesteads in the progress
of the race, but these alone are not sufficient.

Our churches must mean more for right living. The sacredness of the
home, of the married life, of honesty, of integrity, of uprightness and of
right character must more than ever be impressed. The churches must
be more practical and less sentimental. Instead of encouraging late
hours—thus opening the evil way to our young—and spending long
seasons in mere shouts and gesticulations, let there be training classes,
mothers’ and children’s meetings, and those within reasonable hours.
Let our pulpits and press rebuke crime among us as well as away from
us. Let us organize and encourage good citizenship committees in all our
churches and in every community. Let us draw the line between the idle
and industrious among us. Let us urge vagrant laws upon that set of
men who will not work but form the criminal class in all our cities. Let
us more than ever show ourselves ready to help rid the community of
objectionable persons and places. Let us not say less—if well said—for
right public sentiment must be made, but let us do more. There must be a
studied use of “Yankee” common sense. It is not to be expected that the
Southern man’s training, relative to the Negro, can be readily displayed.
But having been born and reared under Southern skies and for parts of
ten successive years taught there is one country, and having former slave-
holders among some of my warmest friends, I am prepared to believe that
there is no innate hindrance to a life of peace between the races.

I can not think that the best people of the South will long endure the
savage methods of avenging their madness. They must have a better
second thought and will ultimately welcome the spirit of maintaining
law and order.

With all, there is but one way to settle the race question. It must be
squarely and justly met upon the uncompromising basis of right. The
Negro is a human being with clearly demonstrated capabilities, and it
can not be that the world’s foremost nation will need to further climb
the ladder of fame by keeping the foot of the strong upon the neck of the
weak.
When men are possessed and led by the Gospel of Jesus Christ then
will there be peace and harmony and good will among all the people.
“They shall” then “peither hurt nor destroy in all” His “holy mountain;”
“for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea.” God hasten that better day! Amen.



TOPIC V.

SHOULD THE NEGRO BE GIVEN AN EDUCATION DIFFERENT FROM THAT
GIVEN TO THE WHITES?

BY JAMES W. JOHNSON.

In answering the question involved in the above subject it becomes
necessary to define the word “education”; for the term, ‘“‘education given
to the whites,” is too loose and broad to be easily or logically handled.
If the word is used in its ordinary sense, then it embraces every known
form of education, from instruction in the elementary English branches
on up through to instruction in the most abstruse sciences; and I can see
no reason why the blacks should not receive the same instruction as the
corresponding class among the whites. Mark you, I say, as the corres-
ponding class among the whites.

If by the term, “education given to the whites,” is meant higher educa-
cation as opposed to industrial training, the question can not be answered
in the form in which it is stated; for there is no “the Negroes’” in the unit
sense. " Since its freedom the colored race has classified itself into almost
as many grades, as regards ability and capacity, as there are to be found
among the whites; it is, therefore, no longer possible to speak of “the
Negroes,” meaning that they are all upon the same mental and moral
plain. It is as absurd to say that every Negro should be made to receive
an industrial training as it is to say that every Negro should be given a
college education.

The question of higher education or industrial training is one that
depends entirely upon the individual; and there should be no limit placed
upon the individual’s right of development. I think it a great folly to
educate a colored man beyond his capacity; I think it an equally great
folly to so educate a white man.

It is needless, and not within the limits of the subject, for me to make
any defense of higher education for Negroes; but, I do say that every
man, be he black or white, should be allowed to make the most of all of his
powers, his possibilities, and his opportunities. I recognize the fact that
the great majority of Negroes must, and, I hope, will be engaged in agri-
culture and the trades; that is true of every race; but there is, and ought
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J. W. JOHNSON, A.B.

J. W. Johnson was born in Jacksonville, Fla., and after finishing the public schools
of his native city he went to Atlanta University, from which institution he graduated
with the degree of A. B. in 1894. The same year he was appointed principal of the
Central Colored Grammar School, which position he now holds. In 1895 he edited and
published the “Daily American,” an afternoon paper. The publishing of this paper
was one of the greatest and most creditable efforts in journalism ever made by any
member of the race. In 1898 he was admitted to the bar, and in 1899 to the Supreme
Court of Florida. In 1901 he was elected President of the Florida State Teachers’ Asso-
ciation.

Mr. Johnson is a man of varied talents. He has a reputation as a pleasing speaker
and fluent writer. He has devoted much of his time to literature, and is a contributor
to the leading magazines. Mr. Johnson is a poet of more than ordinary talent and
ability, and is widely known as the writer of the words of “Lift Every Voice and Sing,”
a national hymn for the Colored people of America. He is also the author of many
songs and ballads, and also of the lyrics of two comic operas.
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to be, no power to say that this or that individual in any grade of society
shall not break through his environments, and rise above his conditions.
And I think it safe to say that the proportion of colored men and women
who have been given an education beyond their capacity for receiving
and using, is very little larger than the same among the whites; and, in
the years to come, as the race shall more and more fit itself to the grind-
ing process which it takes to turn out a people, that proportion will
become less and less, and each individual will settle to his level, or rise
trinumphant over obstacles and circumstances to the place for which his
ability and aspirations fit him.

But let us consider our subject in a deeper sense; if by education is
meant that training, those influences by which the habits, the character,
the thoughts, and the ideals of a people are formed and developed, then,
the answer hinges upon the answer to another question: Is the Negro to
remain in this country a separate and distinct race, or is he to become
one of the elements in the future composite American?

If, as some claim, the Negro is to remain in this country a separate
and distinct race, then, in this deeper sense of the word, he should receive
an education different from that given to the whites.

Because the Negro and the white race, although they have the same
inherent powers, possess widely different characteristics. There are some
things which the white race can do better than the Negro, and there are
some things which the Negro can do better than the white race. This is
no disparagement to either. It is no fault of the Negro that he has not
that daring and restless spirit, that desire for founding new empires, that
craving for power over weaker races, which makes the white race a
pioneer; neither is it the fault of the white race that it has not that
buoyancy of spirit, that cheerful patience, that music in the soul, that
faith in a Higher Power, which supports the Negro under hardships that
would crush or make pessimists of almost any other race on earth.

There have been given to each race certain talents, and for them each
will be held accountable, and rewarded accordingly as they shall use
them. Two boys in the same family may be gifted differently, one with an
artistic, the other with a scientific, turn of mind; both cannot become
artists, nor both scientists, yet they may each become equally great in
their respective spheres. It is for the Negro to find out his own best and
strongest powers, and make the most of them. He cannot by merely
imitating the white man arrive at his fullest and truest racial develop-
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ment. He cannot and will not, as an absolutely distinct race, evolve,
along the same lines, the identical civilization of the white race, but
~ who shall say that along his own lines he may not evolve one equally as
glorious and grand?

It is true, situated as he is among the most advanced people of the
world in the very height of their power, with almost all of the ideals
before him belonging to that people, the American Negro is greatly handi-
capped in distinct racial development; but the task is, perhaps, not an
impossible one. Some of the most accessible means have not yet been
fully employed; for instance, the race has never been made entirely
familiar with the deeds and thoughts of the few men of mark it has
already produced. In this deeper sense of education the knowing of one
Crispus Attucks is worth more to the race than the knowing of one George
Washington; and the knowing of one Dunbar is worth more than the
knowing of all the Longfellows that America will ever produc

If the Negro is to remain in this country a separate and distinct race,
and is, as such, to reach the highest development of his powers, he ought
to be given an education different from that given to the whites; in that,
in addition to whatever other instruction he may receive, those virtuous
traits and characteristics which are peculiarly his should be developed
to the highest degree possible.

If, on the other hand, he is to become, in time, one of the elements
in the future American race—and this seems the more plausible answer
to the question—his education ought to be purely American and not in
any special way Negro.

History affords no precedent of two races, distinct yet equally power-
ful, living together in harmony; one has always reduced to a secondary
position or destroyed the other, or the two have united. 8o it will be a
question, if the Negro succeeds in making himself the equal of the white
man in intellectual attainment, wealth, and power, whether or not what
is now antipathy between the two races will develop into outright antago-
nism; and if we are to judge from human experience through all the past
we must say that it will. If the Negro shall succeed in making a new
record in history so well and so good; but if he is to follow the precedents
of the past, it will be a far nobler destiny for him to become an integral
part of the future American type than to drop into an acknowledged and
permanent secondary position.

And may it not be in the great plan of Providence that the Negro shall
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PROF. JAMES STORUM.

Prof. James Storum was born in the city of Buffalo, New York, March 31, 1847. His
mother, Mary Cannady, was a native of Sussex County, Virginia, where she lived for
twelve years, when her father sold his farm and moved to Ohio and located with his
wife and eight children near Urbana. His mother was a woman of strong character,
deep relizious convictions, and piety, and full of energy and enterprise, a counterpart
of which is seen in her worthy son. ’

His grandfather, Charles Storum, of Duchess County, New York, was a soldier in
the Revolutionary War, and did valiant service for the independence of this Republic.
He died in 1843 at the age of one hundred years. Prof. Storum began his school life
in the public schools of his native city. He was admired by his associates for his
manly qualities and good fellowship, and was held in high esteem by his teachers for
his studious habites and exemplary deportment. At the age of thirteen he embraced
religion and united with the Michigan Street Baptist Church, where both his parents
were useful and active members.

He frequently heard his parents express their purpose to send him to college, and
as he grew older and better able to appreciate the value of education, the desire grew
very strong within him to fit himself for a larger field of usefulness. In due time he
entered Oberlin College, and after spending eighteen months in the preparatory depart-
me'n;/he entered the college proper, and graduated with the class of 1870.

<immediately after his graduation, Prof. Storum came to the city of Washington to
teach in Wayland Seminary, one of the schools fostered by the Baptist Home Mission
Society. He taught at Wayland thirteen years. Here, as in every walk in life, he
cxerted a most wholesome infiuence over the young men and women attending the
seminary, whose graduates are found in all parts of this country. They delight to speak
of the inspiration and high incentive they received from Prof. Storum while under his
instruction.

After leaving Wayland, Prof. Storum taught in the public schools of Washington
one year, whence he was called to the city of Petersburg, Virginia, to organize the Vir-
ginia Normal and Collegiate lnstitute, provided for by the Legislature of the “Old
Dominion.” He remained here three years and endeared himself to the pupils of the
new school and to the citizens of Petersburg, irrespective of race, political bias or
denominational creeds. He then returned to Washington and from that time until the
present he has been teaching in the public high school.

Prof. Storum has ever been interested in and connected with the various enter-
prises whose aim has been the improvement and elevation of the Colored people. For
five years he was secretary of the Capital Savings Bank of Washington and a member
of the Board of Directors of the Industrial Building and Savings Company. For three
consecutive years Prof. Storum was president of the Bethel Literary and Historical
Society, the most prominent association of its kind in the country. Through his influ-
ence and by his energy the library and reading room were established and are now the
most interesting and prominent features of the society.

In addition to his many and exacting duties, Prof. Storum has written and lectured
on a great variety of subjects, religious, political, educational and financial.

He was happily married in 1872 to Mrs. Carrie Garrett Browne, a teacher in the
public schools of Washington. There are three surviving children. Their domestic life
has had its sunshine and its shadow. The darkest cloud that has overhung their house-
hold was the death of their oldest son, who died eight years ago at the age of eighteen,
and who had given promise of being an unusually brilliant and useful man.
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supply in the future American race the very elements that it shall lack
and require to make it the most perfect race the world shall have seen?

If the Negro is to become an inseparable part of the great American
nation his education should be in every way the same as that of other
American citizens.

SECOND PAPER.

SHOULD THE NEGRO BE GIVEN AN EDUCATION DIFFERENT FROM THAT
GIVEN TO THE WHITES?

BY PROF. JAMES STORUM, OF WASHIN(.}TON, D. C.

The excuse for presenting this article is the oft repeated declaration
that there should be one kind of education for the more favored class and -
another kind of education for the less favored class of our citizens. This
declaration was never mooted until these latter years. The following
incident will serve to illustrate the position taken by the advocates of
this subject: A young man of more than ordinary ability, having a fine
mind, and exceedingly apt and ambitious to learn, came to one of the
schools in the South supported by Northern friends. He had had some
advantages and had proved his capabilities to learn. He was giving great
satisfaction to his teachers. He was prepared to take up one of the
advanced studies, and did so and wrote to his friend telling him of the
studies he was pursuing and the progress he was making. His friend,
a would-be philanthropist, replied that he would not assist him if he
pursued such studies. “You only need to learn to read, write, and cipher
a little to teach your people.” Yet this same man thought it necessary
to take the common school course, a college course, and a professional
course to teach his people. What class of people will have confidence in
or give their support to a teacher, preacher, lawyer, or physician who
knows only the A, B, C’s of his profession? It is an historical as well as
a scientific fact that no people have ever risen to influence and power
without a strong intellectual and moral class permeating and leavening
the entire mass. From the very beginning of our educational system the
idea that the system and method of education should be different for the
different classes of our people never entered the mind or thoughts of our
educators nor any part of the body politic.

In the Southern part of our land the ruling class denied educational
facilities to the colored people, and quite generally throughout the South
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it was made a penal offence to teach a colored man, woman, or child to
read. The reason for this was well understood. Education produces
intelligence and unfolds to one his powers and capabilities, and an intelli-
gent people cannot be enslaved.

After the close of the war of the rebellion, schools were opened for
the colored people. The newly-emancipated were not entirely oblivious
to some of the advantages and benefits that follow from education, for
they were constantly in touch with the master-class, so that when the
opportunity was offered the colored people flocked to the schools in
numbers far beyond the accommodations given. The colored people
showed such avidity for learning and made such surprising progress that
it seemed almost miraculous. Dr. Mayo says: “No people in human
history have made such progress as the colored people of the United
States.” I can see no reason why the colored people should be differently
educated from mankind generally; nor can I understand why persons
should urge a different education unless they are hostile to and bitterly
opposed to the progress of the colored people.

The aim or purpose of education is, always has been, and will ever be,
preparation for complete living, that is, to be useful in one’s day and
generation and to live happily. “To secure this requires the acquisition
of knowledge found in two fields of human endeavor.. First, man and his
experience and achievements and external nature; second, training to
intelligent and productive activity in the use of this knowledge and the
proper enjoyment of it.”

What the education of the youth of a nation shall be depends upon
the aim, purpose, and character of the government.

The history of the education of a people is the history of its civiliza-
tion. Its civilization is not to be found in its material success, nor in its
achievements in arms; but its civilization is manifest in its intellectual,
moral, and esthetic development. It follows, then, that the education of
a nation is to be found in the characteristics of its civilization; this
includes religion, politics, justice, art, and mode of thought. The history
of education fully attests this fact.

The government of Egypt was monarchical in form. The ruling
classes were educated; the lower classes were not; yet while they were
the beasts of burden and forced to toil under the most exacting task-
masters they were of a mild and kind disposition, the result of their
religious training.
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The government of the Jews was Theocratic; their civilization was
distinctively religious; their education was along religious lines. Their
poets sing of the love, the power, the majesty, and the everlasting do-
minion of “I AM THAT I AM.” Through the Jews indeed are all the
nations of the earth blessed, in that they have preserved and transmitted
through the ages the religion of their King and His Anointed.

Greece had two distinct ideas of government. The Dorian, as
exemplified by the laws of Sparta, whose fundamental principle was that
the individual existed for the state and must obey the behests of the
state. The Ionian, as we find it in the constitution of Athens, whose
basic principle was that the state existed for the individual and the
individual was a freeman. The educational system of Sparta was entirely
military, in keeping with the aim and purpose of the state. The boys at
the tender age of seven years were taken from their homes and placed in
state schools to be taught the art of war, and how to endure all of its
hardships and privations. The educational system at Athens reflected
the aim and purpose of the Athenian State; it was humanistic. The
intellectual, ethical, and physical powers of the child were developed.
In that little peninsula of Southern Europe there were two distinct
civilizations having very little in common and always antagonistic.
Sparta developed human machines, men of great physical force, but con-
tributed nothing to the civilization of the world, nothing for the better-
ment of mankind. Liberty, patriotism, love of home and kindred, are the
characteristics of the Athenian civilization. The contributions of Athens
for the civilization of the world and the elevation of mankind are beyond
human conception. The mind of man cannot conceive of the innumerable
blessings that have flowed from Athenian civilization, the great reservoir
of thought and perfected art. The profoundest thoughts of philosophy,
the most electrifying words of statesmen and orators; the grand, sublime
and patriotic strains of the muses, the illimitable beauty and symmetry
of her art have been bequeathed to the world by Athens, “THE EYE OF
GREECE.” But above and beyond these is the principle of personal lib-
erty and popular government that has come down to us from the Athenian
Commonwealth. The aim and purpose of the Athenian Republic in its
educational system was to train the children to become useful citizens,
capable of aiding in the management of the state. Aristotle says:.“Edu-
cation should be regulated by the state for the ends of the state; * * *
as the end purposed to the State, as the whole, is one, it is clear that the



78 TWENTIETH CENTURY NEGRO LITERATURE.

education of all the citizens must be one and the same and the super-
intendence of it a public affair rather than in private hands.”

The aim and purpose of the Roman government was to bequeath to
humanity moral energy and jurisprudence, the latter of which is the
basis of all modern law. A strong and an abiding faith subsisted be-
tween the Roman State and each of her citizens. “I am a Roman citizen,”
was the proudest allusion a man could make to himself, for he knew that
the great Roman power was behind him to protect him in his rights. The
children of the Romans were educated to be of use to the state. Cicero
says: “The fatherland has produced us and brought us up that we may
devote to its use the finest capabilities of our minds, talents, and under-
standing. Therefore, we must learn those arts whereby we may be of
greatest service to the state, for that I hold to be the highest wisdom and
virtue.”

The aim and purpose of our government is to maintain and perpetuate
the idea of constitutional liberty and to develop a popular government
in which each inhabitant shall feel a personal interest in all that pertains
to the government, and the government in turn shall feel itself obligated
to protect and defend the interests of the humblest citizen within its
dominion. Our government is “of the people, for the people, and by the
people.”

In this country there must be but one system of education welding
all the people in one aim and purpose. Unity of thought, unity of action,
and sympathy, unity in American life and duty, is and must ever be
maintained in the stratification of American society. The government
must be unique and homogeneous in its aim, purpose, and sympathy.
The entire question of American citizenship is especially important in
harmonizing the elements. Herbert Spencer says: “The education of
the child must accord, both in mode and arrangement, with the education
of mankind as considered historically; or, in other words, the genesis of
knowledge in the individual must follow the same c: urse as the genesis
of knowledge in the race. * * * It follows that if there be an order
in which the human race has mastered its various kinds of knowledge,
there will arise in every child an aptitude to acquire these kinds of knowl-
edge by the same order. As the mind of humanity placed in the midst of
phenomena and striving to comprehend them, has, after endless compari-
sons, speculations, experiments and theories reached its present knowl-
edge by a specific route, it may rationally be inferred that the relation-
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ship between mind and phenomena is such as to prevent this knowledge
from being reached by any other route; and that as each child’s mind
stands in this same relationship to phenomena they can be accessible to it
only through the same route.”

Man is a trinity in his nature, consisting of mind, soul and body;
these must be developed and the same means must be employed to bring it
about. Intellectual, moral and physical training must characterize our
- system of education. The intellectual and the physical is being empha-
sized and the moral training must be made more prominent than it has
been in the past. The aim and purpose of the founders of this Republic
was to preserve in the substrata of the government those noble and lofty
principles of the Christian religion for the maintenance of which they
left their native land that they might plant these principles in the virgin
soil of America.

Manual training is now being made an attractive feature in our
schools, though by no means a new feature. Manual training must be
made to strengthen the intellectual and moral training or it will fail in
its purpose and end as an educational value. Trade schools are one thing,
manual training schools another thing. It is not the purpose nor the end
of manual training schools, as a branch of our school system, to teach
trades per se, but rather to aid the pupils to find out their natural bent
and to strengthen the trend of their ambition along chosen lines; or, in
other words, to help the pupil to discover his powers, capabilities and
capacity, to reveal the pupil to himself. Dr. Mayo says: ‘“The higher
education according to the last American interpretation is just this: The
art of placing an educated mind, a consecrated heart, and a trained will,
the whole of a refined manhood and womanhood, right at the ends of the
ten fingers of both hands, so that whether you eat or drink or whatsoever
you do you may do all to the glory of God.”

There were two distinct civilizations attempted in this country; one
was planted at Jamestown, Virginia, the other at Plymouth, Massachu-
setts. They were antagonistic in thought, aim and purpose. The civiliza-
tion at Plymouth was an example of the “survival of the fittest,” the
errors of the one must be engulfed in the ever abiding principles of the
other. The educational feature of the one must yield to the educational
feature of the other. There must be but one system of education for all the
people, great and small, black and white. This is essential for the peace,
comfort, and prosperity of the nation.
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This is an Anglo-Saxon country. The thought of this country is
Anglo-Saxon. The progress of this country is Anglo-Saxon. The colored
people of this country, like all others born and reared on our shores,
are Anglo-Saxon in thought, in religion, in education, in training, and
hence it is unsafe and dangerous, not to say impracticable, to educate
them or any other class of our citizens along different lines. The people
of this nation must be one in purpose, one in aim; there must be a com-
mon bond uniting them in a common sympathy and fraternity. To secure
this end all the people must be trained to the highest wisdom. “The fear
of God is the beginning of wisdom.” Hence, says Milton: “To govern
well is to train up a nation in true wisdom and virtue and that which
springs from thence, magnanimity and likeness to God, which is called
godliness. Other things follow as the shadow does the substance.

THIRD PAPER.

SHOULD THE NEGRO BE GIVEN AN EDUCATION DIFFERENT FROM THAT
GIVEN TO THE WHITES?

BY REV. 8. G. ATKINS.

“The education of a Negro is the education of a human being. In its
essential characteristics the human mind is the same in every race and in
every age. When a Negro child is taught that two and two are four he
learns just what the white child learns when he is taught the same propo-
gition. The teacher uses the same faculties of mind in imparting the
truth as to the sum of two and two. The two children use the same
faculties in learning the truth; it means the same thing to them both.
~ In further teaching and training the methods may vary, but variations
will depend less on differences of race than on peculiarities of the indi-
vidual.”—Bishop Haygood.

The above quotation from Bishop Haygood indicates my answer to
the question. This question is simply a revival of the old superstition
concerning the Negro that manifested itself in the inquiry as to whether
the Negro had a soul. Civilization and fraternity have so far developed
that it would be hard in these days to find a person whose skepticism
concerning the Negro would find a doubtful expression as to the Negro’s
humanity. The light has become too strong for the existence of that kind
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PROF. S. G. ATKINS, A M.

Prof. 8. G. Atkins, President and Founder of The Slater Industrial and State Normal
School, Winston-Salem, N. C., was born of a humble, yet high, because Christian, parent-
age, in Chatham County, North Carolina, June 11, 1863. Through this humble slave, yet
Christian, parentage, there came to this youth principles of industry, morality and Chris-
tianity which formed the broad, deep, and solid foundation on which has rested his
eventful and useful life. In early life he learned that “the fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom.” In the days of youth he remembered his Creator.

Like many of the world’s noblest and best characters, Prof. Atkins started life’s
journey at the plow handles; clearing the ground of roots and stumps, splitting rails,
opening the furrow, planting and harvesting the crops, constituted the duty and pleasures
of his early life.

Early evincing an insatiable thirst for knowledge, all the advantages of the village
school were given him. His progress here was phenomenal. His eagerness to know
truth; his power of mind to perceive, comprelend and analyze; his retentive memory,
soon gave him first place among his fellows in the school in the village. A few years
passed; he in the meantime having prepared himself, the master-mantle of the village
school falls upon him. His work here caused a widening of his intellectual horizon.
In the year 1880, therefore, he entered the Academic Department of St. Augustine Normal
and Collegiate Institute, Raleigh, N. C., and graduated with distinction in 1884.

Immediately after leaving college, President J. C. Price, the famous colored orator,
invited him to join the faculty at Livingstohe College, Salisbury, N. C. At this post he
proved himself one of the most useful men in the faculty. At times he filled various
positions in the college. The Grammar School Department, under his management, was a
model department, and was the pride of thie college. He taught here, serving well and at
a great sacrifice, six years. Prof. Atkins retired from the Livingstone College to enter the
public school work in which he had long taken a deep interest. This interest had been
manifested chiefly in connection with His devotion to the work of building up the North
Carolina Teachers’ Association, which body he helped to organize and of which he was
President for three successive years. His first extended work in this fleld was as Prin-
cipal ef the Colored Graded School, of Winston, N. C. This position of responsibility
he held, with increasing success, for five years, when he gave it up, against the protest
of the Board of School Commissioners of Winston, to become President of The Slater
Industrial and State Normal School. This Institution had already been projected by
him to meet a want among the colored people in the community which he soon saw that
the public school could not meet, viz.: a deeper ethical culture and the training of the
youth of the community, not only in books, but also in some useful handicraft which
would the sooner furnish the basis for strong personal character and sound home-life.
His first step in this direction had been the founding of the settlement known as
“Columbian Heights,” to serve as a background for the Institution, which would do this.
The settlement was founded in 1891, and the Institution projected in 1892. Prof. Atkins,
as the first settler on Columbian Heights, and as the organizer and both Secretary and
agent of the Board of Trustees, pushed the work of The Slater Industrial School, encour-
aged and supported by the industrious efforts of the members of the Board, until in 1895
he was called to the Presidency of the Institution. From that date to the present his
labors have been an inseparable part of the history of the school.

Hon. C. H. Mebane, Superintendent of Public Instruction for North Carolina, says of
him: “If I had fifty such men as Prof. Atkins in North Carolina, 1 could make a com-
plete revolution in educational work in a short while, a complete revolution as to moral
uplift and general good of the negro race.”

In addition to his work as an educator, Prof. Atkins has taken much interest in the
work of the American Academy of Social and Political Science, of which he is a member.
He is also a member of the American Statistical Association, and has been twice elected
Secretary of Education of the A. M. E. Zion Church.

The esteem in which he is held by leading men of the nation wherever he is known
is fairly indicated in the following statement of Hon. J. L. M. Curry, LL. D., ex-minister
to Spain and agent of the great Peabody and Slater Trusts for educational purposes.
Dr. Curry says: “I regard President Atkins, of The Slater Industrial and State Normal
School at Winston, N. C., as one of the most worthy and capable men connected with
the education of the Negroes in the South. His intelligence, courtesy, good deportment,
high character and efficiency as the head of a school have won the confidence and good-
will of the people among whom he lives, and of all who best know his work and worth.”
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of mist; hence the unsympathetic critic has been forced to find a new
way of putting his wish begotten thought.

There is still a higher authority for a negative answer to the question,
“Should the Negroes be given an education different from that given to
the whites?” in the following language: “God had made of one blood all
nations of men for to dwell on the face of all the earth.”

This declaration of St. Paul goes to the core of the matter, unless it is
proposed to revive the old superstition that the Negro is not included as
a part of the “nations of men.” It is a strange fact that nobody ever pro-
poses a modified or peculiar form of education for any other nationality.

It is the glory of the backward peoples of the earth that they are
adopting the forms and methods of education which have made Western
civilization the touch-stone of the world’s progress. .

But the implied contention that the Negro should be given an educa-
tion of a different kind is not absolute. Most disputants on this subject
—=s0 far as published statements go—allow that after a long period of
adaptation and modified training the American Negro may reach a stage
in his mental evolution that he may assimilate the same kind of mental
food that is admittedly suited to the Caucasian, Mongolian and others.
This view of the matter leaves out of the count another great fact, viz.,
that the American Negro is more American than anything else, that he is
not an alien either by birth or blood. Whatever exceptions might be
alleged against Africa can no longer be made a bar to him.

But let us recur again to the evolution theory, and I will not under-
take to consider this theory as Darwinian.

It is not generally advanced as a presumption that the Negro is not
yet a thoroughbred, but it is presented in certain catchy and specious
phrases such as suggest the necessity of beginning at the bottom rather
than at the top, the necessity of giving to the colored American a kind of
colored education, the necessity of making his civilization earthbound
and breadwinning rather than heavenbound and soul-satisfying—the
necessity of keeping him close to mother earth—as he “is of the earth
earthy.”

In those assumptions it is forgotten that education is not a question
of mechanics; it is rather a question of ethics and immortality. Educa-
tion is primarily an effort to realize in man his possibilities as a thinking
and feeling being.

Man’s inheritance is first from heaven, from above. That is the
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respect in which education differs from all merely constructive processes.
The stimulating and quickening power is from above. Historically this is
eminently true.

Education has been a process from above. It is not my intention
to enter upon the discussion of the merits of any particular kind of edu-
cation. My contention is that because the Negro is a part of humanity,
because he is an American with an American consciousness and with a
demonstrated capacity to take on training after the manner of an ordi-
nary man he should not be treated as a monstrosity. Bishop Haygood
sets forth the only proper line of distinction in education in the follow-
ing sentence: “In further teaching and learning the methods may vary,
but variations will depend less on differences of race than on peculiarities
of the individual.” The “peculiarities” here indicated unquestionably
exist. They may be noted even in the same family, but these peculiarities
are found in differences which lie deeper than the skin. There is no
philosopher, unless he “is joined to idols,” so bold as to base his presump-
tion of difference in human beings upon the skin, for then his judgment
might have to depend on whether the skin is dark, copper-colored, brown,
white, yellow, freckled, red, etc. Human differences, all will admit, are
essentially differences of individual souls, and this does not preclude the
importance of environment and other incidental influences.

The great fact is that mind is mind—of like origin and like substance
—and that it has been found to yield to like treatment among all nations
and in all ages. There is no system of pedagogy that would hold together
for a moment if the idea of the unity of the human race and the simi-
larity of mind were invalidated. Philosophy itself would be threatened
and all science would be in jeopardy. Investigation and practice never
fail to support this theory of the solidarity of the human race. In the
schools where it has been tried it has been found not to be a matter of
color, nor even of blood—and certainly the differences have not depended
on race affiliation. It has been a question of the individual and of local
environment.

But so positive and indivisible is the human identity that even the
influence of individualism and environments is overcome by the great
universal processes of education, the great processes of mind quickening
and mind development. In many of our best institutions there sit side
by side the representatives of many nationalities and races, and it has
never been found in the work of these institutions—as far as I have been
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REV. JOSHUA H. JONES.

The Rev. Joshua H. Jones was born at Pine Plains, South Carolina, June 15, 1856.
He professed religion at ten years of age and joined the Shady Grove A. M. E. Church
of the Bull Swamp Circuit, South Carolina. At the age of fourteen he was made Sunday
School teacher, and at the age of sixteen Sunday School superintendent. By the time
he was eighteen he had served in all the local spiritual offices of the church, and was
then licensed as a local preacher by the quarterly conference of said circuit. The
pastors soon discovered his usefulness and aid to them. He was a diligent student and
an ardent churchman, and acquired education rapidly. At the age of twenty-one years
he entered the Normal Department of Claflin University, Orangeburg, South Carolina,
and in 1880 finished the Normal and College Preparatory Courses. He then taught and
preached one year, after which he returaed to Claflin University, and in 1885 graduated
with the degree of A. B. Not daunted nor yet satisfied with his attainments he came
north, studied awhile at Howard University, Washington, D. C., thence to Wilberforce
University, were in 1887 he graduated from the Theological Course with the degree of
B. D. In 1893 Wilberforce University conferred upon him the degree of D. D. in recog-
nition of his superior worth and ability. In June, 1900, he was elected President of
Wilberforce University, and a year later Claflin University conferred upon him the
degree of M. A.

As a minister of the Gospel he has been pastor in charge of Williams Chapel,
Orangeburg, South Carolina; Branchville Circuit, South Carolina; Fort Motte Circult,
South Carolina; Wheeling, West Virginia; The Holy Trinity Church, Wilberforce, Ohio;
Lynn, Massachusetts; Providence, Rhode Island; Columbus, Ohio; and Presiding Elder
of the Columbus District, Ohio Conference; Pastor at Zanesville, Ohio. In all an un-
broken period of thirty-six years of church work and twenty-eight years in the ministry
he has never known a failure. His labors have been indefatigable and his ministrations
clean and inspiring.

In his public services he has been an inspiration to the race. For fourteen years
he has been a Trustee of Wilberforce University, five years Trustee and Secretary of
the Normal and Industrial Department at Wilberforce, and a constant and ardent helper
in the establishment and development of the same. For six consecutive years he was
elected and served as member of the Columbus Board of Education, and through his
cfforts six colored teachers were put into the mixed schools of Columbus, Ohio, as
teachers.

In private affairs he has been industrious, frugal, economical and administrative.
He has accumulated a comfortable estate and stands well with the banking and business
circles of Columbus, Ohio, and pays taxes on a tax valuation of $10,000.

He has always been an ardent lover of his race, of his church, of his country and
his God, and has always been a striking figure in the circles of men wherever his lot
has fallen. Fifteen years ago he was elected Dean of Allen University, Columbia, South
Carolina; eight years ago Professor of Theology in Payne Theological Seminary, neither
of which he was able to accept because of heavy demands upon his energy elsewhere.
In 1890 he was elected delegate to the Methodist Ecumenical Conference and has been
several times delegate to the General Conference of the A. M. E. Church, and in 1900
was a strong candidate for the Bishopric, receiving fifty or more votes on the first ballot.
In his present position he bids fair to give the church good service.
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able to discover—that any one color or race could monopolize the bene-
fits, but, on the contrary, it has been found that the benefits were realized
according to individual temperament and power.

My position is not one in reference to non-essentials but essentials;
it is not a contention based even so much on degree, but rather on quality
and capability. I would not contend that environment would not make
a whole group of children more or less backward, and I do not dispute
the fact that because of better environments the whites represent as a
whole a higher state of civilization. But I hold that this is true not
because of race identity but rather because of individual embarrassment.
Give a white child and a colored child the same environment and their
progress or backwardness, I hold, would be essentially the same under the
same stimulants and encouragements. Wherever colored and white chil-
dren have been put to comparative tests too little attention has been
paid to difference of environment, and too often there has been a dormant
presumption that the same environment would not have produced the
same results upon white children. Wherever these tests have been made
it has been too often overlooked that the facilities for their education
were not equal; they may have been nominally equal but the fact remains
that they were not really equal.

Considering the inequalities of environment and educational facilities
the results of most of the comparative tests are complimentary to the
colored child and demonstrate the similarity of his mental susceptibili-
ties—demonstrate that he is. but a normal constituent part of the great
human race with substantially the same limitations and capabilities as
other members of the great human family.

B}

FOURTH PAPER.-

SHOULD THE NEGRO BE GIVEN AN EDUCATION DIFFFRENT FROM THAT
GIVEN TO THE WHITES?

BY PROF. J. H. JONES.

It this question is to be answered affirmatively or negatively, ‘I
emphatically say no. If the question be asked inquiringly, carrying with
it the thought of race experience, race opportunity, race status and the
variations growing out of these, then I would give the dubious answer,
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yes and no. In the first place, all things are educative and all forms of
education have a definite relation to all other forms of education, and all
educational processes have definite relations to all other educational
processes, so all of these factors make for unity in education, and the
completest education is that which embraces the greatest number of
educational factors. It is perfectly true that educational processes may
be varied so as to suit varying ideals or they may be varied so as to
accomplish certain ends, for unvarying sequences follow definite ante-
cedents; even so educational systems may be framed for the accomplish-
ment of varying results or definite results as the framers of such systems
may determine to suit the conditions of mankind as conceived at any
given time. The end in view in an educational system is everything.
What the chosen end of any system of education may be ought to depend
upon the institution of the country in which a people lives and every
educational system should. be framed so as to utilize all of the agencies
and involve all of the processes that make most rapidly for the achieve-
ment of the end in view.

. If the end in view is serfdom for the Negro, then a vast amount of
industrial training by rote, minus the natural sciences and mechanic
arts for the generation of capacity, plus such rudiments in arithmetic,
reading and writing as will enable him to be an efficient workman under
the directions of others is the requisite. If it is the desire to make the
Negro a useful agent in the production of wealth through the operation
of the basal industries, in the largest quantity or the highest quality for
the smallest amount of outlay, then a still higher class of training would
be necessary, whether this production of wealth be for the good of self
or for the common good of society. But if the end in view is to prepare
him for the higher responsibilities of American citizenship, involving as
that citizenship does the relationships, obligations and duties which
devolve upon freemen and equally binding upon him as upon the whites
in a democratic society or in a country of the people, for the people and
by the people, it is evident that such a system must have structural
affinity with such a system of education carried on by the whites and for
the whites. In other words, such must be his education that his whole
being is developed and in him there is the largest generation of capacity,
insight, foresight, the power to think with proportions so as to give him
that mastery over his environments and over the questions of common
good which will enable him at all times to do the right things, the wisest
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things, the best things under any given circumstances in the midst of
which he may be thrown. Any educational system that has an aim short
of this as its end will certainly fail to prepare the Negro for the high
duties which belong to a free individual in a democratic society.

Why should the Negro be given an education different from that given
to the whites? Is he not a man? Is he not a free man? Is he not a citi-
zen? Is he not held responsible by society for the performance of duties
enjoined upon him by law? Is he not a subject of government? As a
subject of government, ought he not participate in the affairs of the gov-
ernment? I think it will be admitted by all fair-minded men that all
governments are for the welfare of the governed. Now, since the Negro
is more interested in his own welfare than anybody else is and since to
have a thing well done you had better do it yourself, since also his welfare
is shaped by any government under which he lives, it must necessarily
follow that his best good requires that he participate in the affairs of that
government if he is to continue to be a free man. It is argued—and that
not without some degree of reason—by part of the more favored people
in this country, that the gift of the high privileges of citizenship carries
with it the demand that the recipients of these gifts possess the capacity
to exercise them for the common good of all who belong to the body
politic. They also argue that human conditions for government are
grounded in intelligence, virtue and property. So good, so well. But how
is the Negro to acquire intelligence, virtue and property according to
the American standard if his education is to be according to an un-
American system? There are four fundamental American doctrines that
both experience and philosophy attest as being right: (I) The right of
education is a human right. (II) That the schools furnished by the
state should be open to all of the children of the state. (III) The safety
of the state depends upon the intelligence of our citizens of that state.
(IV) As a matter of self-defense the state should compel all of its citizens
to become intelligent. These doctrines have their root in the great truth
that every individual is a member of society and that therefore society
has an interest in him, in his capacity, in his intelligence, in his worth,
and in turn is injured by his incapacity, his lack of worth, his ignorance.
The great war-cry of American leadership is “Educate, educate, educate;”
yea, more, “Eduecate your masters.” No man lives unto himself. God has
made every man dependent, associative and co-operative, and hence the
good of every individual is found in the common good of society and the



86 TWENTIETH CENTURY NEGRO LITERATURE.

common good of society is found in the good of the individual. Every man
who is not at his best or not doing his best is to that extent a failure and
a hurt to the common good.

To me it is perfectly clear that if the Negro is to be in this country and
not of it then his education should be different from that given to the
whites. - But if he is to be in the country and of the country it follows
without argument that he must be educated in common with all of the
people of the country so that the nation may have a common ideal and a
common consciousness so that our whole society may have or feel a com-
mon interest in our common country. To be more explicit, whether or not
the Negro should be given the same kind of education the whites are given-
depends upan whether or not the whites have the proper kind of educa-
tion. I should rather contend that if the whites have the proper kind of
education for mankind, then that given to the Negro should be exactly
like it. If the whites have not the proper kind of education for mankind,
then it follows that the Negro should be given a different kind, for
whether or not one man should have the same thing as another depends
upon whether or not that thing is fit for mankind in general. This would
naturally force upon us the inquiry as to what kind of education the
whites receive. If upon proper inquiry we find that theirs is the proper
kind for man, in this same finding we should discover that this is the
proper kind for the Negro.

Here differentiation begins, even in the field of education itself. A
careful study of the constitution of man, involving the fundamentalities
that grow out of his intellectual, moral, industrial, social and political
nature will lead us, I think, to see that much of the white man’s education
is to be regretted and repudiated; much of it is to be approved and
appropriated. All training given in avarice, hatred, prejudice, passion,
sensuality, sin and wickedness, growing out of self-conceit and vanity,
must assuredly be repudiated. But all things embraced in their educa-
tion that make for the good, the true, the beautiful, the just and the eleva-
tion of mankind should be embraced, seized upon, masticated, digested
and assimilated—transmuted into the elements of Negro character, form-
ing a part of the very sub-consciousness of his being. In short, whatever
education the whites have had or do get which makes for human enlarge-
ment, for righteousness, and brings man into closer relationship with
God and gives him a fuller conception of the laws of God made manifest
by the operation of His laws throughout the cosmos enabling him to dis-
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cover the relationships which he sustains to God, to his fellow-men, to
the lower creatures which inhabit this earthly sphere in which man lives
and the laws that govern the universe, expressing modes of existence and
orders of sequence, together with the principles of industry, frugality
and economy, which determine the material accumulations necessary for
the maintenance of life, these the Negro should know as largely as pos-
sible, for certainly they have been fields of edueational processes found
necessary for the white man through many generations. It is to be
noticed that for centuries the white man has studied in order to get a
thorough grasp, first of all, upon the intellectual tools—so to speak; in
other words, to know how to read, write and cipher in terms of his own
language, and at the same time to lay a foundation broad enough to
pursue useful knowledge in all other directions possible. For instance,
having mastered his own language to a reasonable degree, he takes the
Latin and the Greek that he might acquaint himself with the develop-
ment of the institutions out of which his own was evolved as well as to
make double his hold upon his own; he studies Hebrew and the cognate
languages to get mastery of the great truths, philosophy and institutions
of a great people, adding to his own thereby; he studies the modern lan-
guages, German, IFrench, Spanish and Italian, that he may gather the
best fruits of the achievements of these nations and add them to his own
store; yea, he covers the whole field of philology that he may add to his
own store the best that has been garnered by all of the nations of the
earth; he studies the literature, science and philosophy of all living races
of his day and time with the same end in view and when he has swept the
field of historic times he delves into the mysteries of geology and arche-
ology and follows the mute footsteps of man through Neolithic and Paleo-
lithic times to the very zero of human beginnings and comes back laden
with truths to enrich the thought of his day.

He studies natural science as God manifested in nature, by observa-
tion and experiment; he commences with God through the discov-
ery of the reign of law, classifying and systematizing the same and thus
broadening his own vision and adding to the store of knowledge in our
day and generation. As a preparation for this scientific research, he
studies mathematics from the elementary principles through the largest
elaborations of Euclid, Keppler, Newton and Copernicus, and their
illustrious successors; he studies sociology, biology and mechanics; he
studies civil and sociological laws and principles to the end that the



88 TWENTIETH CENTURY NEGRO LITERATURE.

intricacies of democratic business intercourse might be the more fully
and clearly understood, mastered and applied in civilized processes. No
form of industry has escaped him, no law of frugality has eluded him;
whatever has in it an element of truth or virtue, he has pursued with a
relentlessness that knows no failure. ‘As a student, he has gone the
rounds of the world in search of truth and has come back rich in the
knowledge of the things that God would have us know.

How the Negro can live in the midst of a civilization created by such
a people, drawing upon such vast resources as we have but faintly indi-
cated and be given an education different from that of this people—and
yet live among them with any degree of security—for the life of me, I
cannot see. If, to keep up with the requirements of such a civilization as
America furnishes to-day, a white child—notwithstanding his inheritance
—has to go to school from his earliest days away into the years of his
majority and be systematically trained in all of the subjects as taught in
the kindergarten, the public schools, the secondary schools, the acade-
mies, the universities, and the professional schools, how much more
imperatively necessary must it be that the Negro should have like train-
ing. It seems to me that he should not only have the same training but
that he should have more of it than the white man has. His education
should be physical, moral, intellectual, social, industrial and political,
and his educational processes should have the highest structural affinity
with the educational processes of the whites so that he may be brought
into national and political assimilation with the white man’s institu-
tional life.
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TOPIC V.

SHOULD THE IGNORANT AND NON-PROPERTY-HOLDING NEGRO BE
ALLOWED TO VOTE?

BY JOHN P. GREEN.

All citizens who are industrious, honest, brave and patriotic should

vote, without regard to their color; for, a man may possess all these .

characteristics and yet be “ignorant.” Ignorance is only relative any-
way.

(a) The Negro is a citizen. See XIV Amendment to Constitution,
ete.

(b) He is industrious, and by his industry has not only helped to
develop the resources of the United States but he has produced much of
the property which is unjustly held by many white voters, and withheld
from him; especially in the South.

The property of the South is due not more to the capital invested in
the agricultural and manufacturing enterprises of that section than to
the labor of the Negro, who furnishes the foundation of all wealth—Ilabor
—there.

(¢) The untutored Negro has shown himself to be honest; he has
never betrayed a trust imposed in him. During the great Civil War he
was true to the trust imposed in him by his master at the front, who

confided to his care the sustenance and even life of his wife and little

ones. This was the supremest test of his honesty, which he sacredly dis-
charged. Since the war, he has faithfully adhered to and followed the
fortunes of the Republican party, by the mandate of which he was emanci-
pated; even though in doing so he has suffered all the evils which a hos-
tile opponent can invent to plague and swerve him from what he con-
siders the path of gratitude and honor.

(d) He is brave; as the records of our wars will prove. His blood
has stained many battlefields where, under “Old Glory,” he fought
for the Union and Liberty; not only on American soil, but also in foreign
lands. The Negro, in contending in war, for the life and liberties of this
Republic, has literally covered himself with glory.

(1) That he is patriotic goes without saying, in the light of what has
8o
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been written in the foregoing paragraph. With all his coarse and homely
ignorance, the heart of the American Negro, when yet a slave, throbbed
with patriotic love and loyalty; and this, too, at a time when his college-
bred and intelligent (?) master was doing his uttermost to destroy this
glorious fabric of Union.

It is only reasonable to assume that a man whose ignorance does not
blind him from shooting right, can, and will, under proper instruction,
which is given in prints and on the stump to all other voters, vote rightly.

(2) The first and most potent step in the direction of humiliating
the Negro and relegating him to a condition of mental serfdom, is to
deprive him of the ballot. It is the only token of real power which he
possesses, aside from his brawn, which the white American really covets;
and once shorn of that, he would, like Samson, be passive, in the hands
of the Philistines.

(3) Another suggestion which may be urged in behalf of the suffrage
rights of the “ignorant and non-property-holding Negro” is, that he is a
hopeless minority; nor could he, by any means, control the destinies of
this country, if the intelligent voters of the land would but be vigilant
and prompt in the exercise of the franchise, imposed in them. It is a sad
reflection that the alleged fraud and corruption which existed under
“carpet-bag rule” in the South during the reconstruction period could
never have existed had the white voters of the South, who were yet
clothed with the elective franchise, given their countenance and affilia-
tion to the Negro voters, instead of standing aloof from them and leaving
them to be swayed by a set of educated men, many of whom were neither
“to the manor born,” nor particularly interested in the welfare of the
several communities in which they operated.

(4) We must never lose sight of the fact that the welfare of the
Republic is not resident altogether in the brains of the voters. The heart
plays a very conspicuous part in the casting of a pure and salutary ballot.
As between a voter possessing a pure, kind and patriotic heart but an
uncultivated mind, and another endowed with all the learning of the
universities, but swayed by ulterior and unpatriotic designs, one would
experience little or no difficulty in making choice of the former, even
though clad in a black skin.

(5) The fact that a Negro is a “non-property-holding Negro” should
not militate against his right to exercise his rights of citizenship; for,
many of the most useful and valuable of our voters, of both races, are
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non-property-holding” voters. The fact of holding property is frequently
predicated on conditions altogether fortuitous—a reverse of the wheel of
fortune, a large or expensive family—a drought or flood, as well as many
other contingencies all play conspicuous parts in preventing good and
true citizens from accumulating property, even to the extent of an humble
homestead; while fire, cyclone and flood often reduce a man of great
possessions in a day to the conditions of a “non-property-holding” citi-
zen; and did his right to vote depend on his property holding, he would
be utterly bereft of it. On the contrary, it is no extraordinary thing to
see a man of less than average intelligence endowed with ‘“worldly
goods” through a turn of the wheel of fortune or the expansion or con-
traction of a “margin,” where men win or lose all on the casting of a die.

It does not seem to have occurred to many of those who are exceed-
ingly anxious to deprive “ignorant and non-property-holding Negroes” of
the ballot, that ignorance in a white man is just as vicious as ignorance
in any other class of citizens; yet they go on eliminating, by laws of
questionable validity, the hard working, wealth producing Negro of the
South, while in most instances the ignorant, dilettante and faneant, with
a white skin, is not only permitted to vote, but even protected in the
exercise of the function.

Upon the whole, after mature reflection, an affirmative answer would
seem to be the proper one to the foregoing proposition. Under our
present Constitution, yes; the “ignorant and non-property-holding
Negro” ought to vote.



TOPIC VL.

IS THE CRIMINAL NEGRO JUSTLY DEALT WITH IN THE CQURTS OF
THE SOUTH?

BY ATTORNEY R. S. SMITH.

At first glance the above question would seem to be fully answered
with one word comprising but two letters, namely, N-o. And yet, upon
second thought, it will be seen that that answer would not apply, for the
reason that the alleged criminal Negro seldom reaches a court-house in
the South before alleged summary justice is visited upon him by an un-
reasoning Judge Lynch.

The fact that the question is asked whether the criminal Negro is
justly dealt with in the courts of the South, would imply that there is
at least a doubt as to the genuineness of the justice meted out to him
there. In legal phraseology, a criminal is one who has been duly con-
victed of crime. This being so, it would seem that my first inquiry should
be, whether the Negro who has been legally ascertained to be a criminal
is justly dealt with in the South, in the matter of his punishment there-
for? This line of inquiry leads me into the investigation of the convict
lease system which obtains in certain Southern states, and other unlaw-
ful abuses of colored criminals there.

It is not my purpose in the limited space allotted to consider this
phase of the subject at great length, but rather to briefly point out its
manifest injustice.

One of the greatest wrongs of the South is its convict lease system;
and its lynch law, and its disfranchising statutes are like unto it. Al-
though the emancipation proclamation, written and promulgated by the
immortal Lincoln, has been operative for more than thirty-six years, yet
a species of slavery still exists there, fostered and nurtured by the stat-
utes authorizing the convict lease system. So vile became this evil in
Anderson county, South Carolina, that the leading officials there de-
nounced it as brutal and barbarous, a crime against nature and nature’s
God—a crime against civilization and humanity.

Some of the specific charges against the system were that these

unfortunate beings, without regard to sex, were huddled together in
92
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prison quarters like so many cattle. It has been a foul blot upon the
escutcheon of the South, second only to the murderous stains made there-
on by the lynchers. It is a disgrace even to the civilization of medieval
times. For cruelty and outrage it is unparalleled in the annals of civ-
ilized society. Siberia itself is preferable to the convict camp. Given
the worst form of human slavery plus the barbarities of prison life; add
to this the horrors of a Spanish prison, and you have somewhat of an idea
of the iniquitous institution of the barbarous convict lease system.

But as if compounding crime, it is asserted with many of the appear-
ances of truth, that Negro boys and girls, upon trivial charges, are con-
victed and sent to the convict camp for the express purpose of securing
to the lessees of convicts the benefit of their unrequited toil until they
reach their majority. Thus confined among confirmed criminals they
naturally partake of the character of their environments, and conceive
and multiply vice and criminology. This system punishes the real crimi-
nal unjustly. The ill-gotten gain it offers furnishes the incentive to
thrust the innocent into prison pens.

Then, too, it is claimed with the appearance of truth that unscrupu-
lous white men in certain Southern localities actually trump up charges
against Negro men and procure their convictions and sentence to the
convict camp for the double purpose of affording the lessees the com-
paratively free labor of the alleged criminals and to deprive them of the
right to vote. While heartily approving of such reasonable punishment
as shall deter crime, I can command no language strong and severe
cnough to condemn in fitting terms the cruelties and deviltries heaped
upon the Negro in certain sections of the South in the name and for the
sake of those who profit by the convict lease system.

It is undisputed that some of those sent to the convict camp have
been properly found guilty; some have been illegally convicted; some
deserve proper punishment, while some, by reason of their tender years,
should have been put into reformatories, where they might have been
rescued from a life of crime and brought up as law-abiding citizens.
Such institutions may have been intended to protect society from the
dishonest and vicious and to repress crime, but they are really made
hotbeds of vice; and where sufficient vitality remains in the unfortu-
nates, they actually propagate and multiply criminals.

But if the question should bécome so varied as to inquire whether
the Negro in the South charged with crime is justly dealt with in the
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courts thereof; in other words, is he afforded a fair trial there?—it could
not be fully answered without taking into consideration the heinous
crime with which the Negro is generally charged. There is nothing more
revolting than rape, unless it be mob-rule. There is no true man, white
or black, who would not rejoice to see condign punishment visited upen
the brute legally proven guilty of this most diabolical crime.

The South justifies lynching on the ground that it shields the victim
of the crime from the publicity to which a trial of the perpetrator would
expose her. That is to say, the lynchers prefer to violate the organic law,
which provides that no one shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law. They put the mob above the judicial system
of the country, and arrogate to it greater power to protect the honor of
the outraged female and uphold the majesty of the law than a court of
justice. It is a sad reflection upon the administration of justice even to
intimate that the mob which ruthlessly defies the law is better qualified to
administer justice than the court established by law to try and determine
the guilt or innocence of persons charged with the commission of erime.

In the dark ages of English history, it frequently happened that the
person charged with the commission of crime was first executed and
afterward his trial was had, and if a verdict of not guilty was found, his
bones were disinterred and given a state funeral. But the Negro charged
with the commission of crime in the South is frequently not granted a
trial before or after execution; so that the Negro is not justly dealt with
in the courts of the South, even after he has been hung, drawn and quar-
tered, or burned.

In some instances where the Negro is fortunate enough to confront
his accusers in a court in the South, the caste prejudice against him too
often reduces his trial to a mere mockery of justice.

The cornerstone of the Republic is justice, to establish which, under
liberty, its founders set foot upon these hostile shores in the early part
of the seventeenth century. From that time to the present the slogan of
every campaign, the rallying cry of every battle, has been justice in some
form or other. And yet, in the alleged-interest of innocence, justice, in
certain localities, is often outraged, law dethroned, and mob rule exalted.

Whether or not the Negro charged with crime is justly dealt with in
the courts of the South can only be answered relatively, for in some
localities fair trials are granted even to Negroes charged with the
commission of crime. But for the most part, it must be admitted that
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Negroes brought into the courts of the South accused of crime against
white people are not accorded a fair trial.

The reason of this unjust dealing with the Negro in the courts of the
South is not far to seek; he is looked upon as an alien; then, too, the
doctrine that he has no rights which a white man is bound to respect is
exploded in certain localities only in theory, for in practice it is still
unmistakably prevalent.

The crying need of the times is a wholesome respect for law and order,
and a righteous condemnation of mob rule everywhere. Every pulpit
North and South should speak out against mob rule and lynch law. The
eloquent divine in Greenville, Miss., who recently denounced with right-
eous indignation the damnable outrages of mob violence in that state,
was as a voice crying in the wilderness. For some reason his brethren
of the cloth have not seen fit to join him in a crusdde against this abom-
inable sin. If the Southern clergy could only be induced to preach
against this evil occasionally, there would soon be created throughout the
sin-ridden districts such a healthy public sentiment and respect for law
and order that these crimes against the state would soon become things
of the past; nor could there be found throughout our broad land a mis-
creant, who, under the influence of the spirit of lawlessness, would take
the life of our Chief Magistrate; nor would there be anywhere such an
illiberal public sentiment as would openly criticise our Chief Executive
for dining a representative member of the race whose feasts even Jupiter
did not disdain to grace.

But let us consider the alleged crime for which lynching is attempted
to be justified. L. H. Perkins, Esq., of the Kansas Bar Association, in
an address to its annual meeting, in July, 1901, said:

“Lord Coke observes: ‘There are crimes that are not so much as to
be named among Christians.” It is difficult for us in Kansas to believe
that certain crimes exist; crimes against nature, practiced by force upon
defenseless childhood, disclosed in criminal records of great cities; but
there is one crime in Kansas that we have learned to know. It ought
" not to be named, much less permitted in a Christian land. The crime
and its fit punishment, can scarcely be discussed; but how else can it
~ be expunged? Shall it be by fire? Must he who writes the story of this
new-born age still further shock the world and foul the fair name of
America by pictures of a howling mob, profaning every law of God and
man; with every bulwark of our rights thrown down, the gates of hell
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unchained, and passion, loose, unbridled as hurricane, roaring above the
prostrate guardians of the peace, annihilating in an hour the civilization
of six thousand years?

“Death in flames! Savage, bloodthirsty vengeance! Three things
this savory orgy lacks: salt and sweet herbs and a good appetite.

“There is a law that in the last extremity, in the presence of impend-
ing death, all barriers are removed, all ranks are leveled, all rights are
equalized. Supreme necessity is supreme law. Can it be possible that
some such overmastering impulse at timesdethrones the public mind,and,
while the fit is on, the latent cannibal runs riot in the land? It seems it
must be so; and, if it be, ’twill be until we rise to the necessity.

“We may excoriate the cannibal, but which of us will now affirm the
provocation is not great? Poor, helpless woman! Why don’t she learn
to shoot? This monstrous crime pursues her like a nightmare. It is an
ever present peril to every woman in the land. Must she shun every alley
and fly from every bush lest lascivious eyes be on her and unbridled,
brutal passion block her way? Of all the hobgoblins abroad in the night,
in fact or fancy or in song or story, there is none so hideous as the
stealthy form of the lecherous brute that leaps forth out of darkness and
drags defenseless woman to her ruin.

“And can it be that we who make the laws; we who have wives and
daughters and sisters and mothers who are dearer than life itself; we
who honor woman, not for her strength but for the very attributes that
render her the prey of force; can it be that we can make no laws that
will protect her, or satisfy the public that justice will be done?

“Concede that in the sight of God the crime of rape is worse than
murder, yet is it plain that the punishment should be death? In the inter-
est of woman herself were it not better that the brutal ravisher have
somewhat more to bear if he do also murder? Else would not the motive
to silence forever the most dangerous witness be complete?

“T offer the suggestion of three degrees for rape—thefirst tocover only
ravishment by brutal violence and force; the second all the intermediate
grades save statutory rape, which alone shall constitute the third degree.
I am no firm believer in the justice of our age of consent, and would leave
corporal punishment for statutory rape to the discretion of the trial
court. The terms of imprisonment as now prescribed are doubtless long
enough, but let us add to them the sting and shame of the ancient whip-
ping post. For the third degree, in the court’s discretion, not more than
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seven lashes. For the second degree two floggings of twenty lashes each,
soundly administered within twelve months. And for the first degree,
three several floggings of forty lashes each within twelve months, and
then castration. There is much reason in this ancient penalty, and the
time has come when it should be revived. If, as some say, this morbid
and unbridled passion is disease, then treat it like appendicitis—remove
the cause.”

Mr. Perkins is on the right track. I am glad that he neither endorses
lynching nor takes stock in the absurd report from certain sections of
the South that all Negroes are ravishers of white women. I think his
suggested remedy against rape a good one for white and black.

But to return to the consideration of the other phase of the question,
I desire to say that Mrs. Helen Douglass, the widow of the lamented
IFrederick Douglass, is accepted authority on the convict lease system,
and consequently I am indebted to her for most of the data used in this
article touching that subject. In a well prepared lecture on convict
leases, Mrs. Douglass introduces her theme as follows:

“We know what happens when manufactories are shut down and a
vast amount of accumulated material is suddenly thrown upon the mar-
ket. For 250 years the South had been manufacturing a peculiar article;
had been literally stamping this article with its own lineaments and
putting it upon a market created especially for it. The war came! The
manufactories were closed; the material was on hand; what should be
done with it? Never in the world, perhaps, has there been a clearer
demonstration of the irrevocable nature of law, as affecting society, and
the awful power of habit as the sum of reiterated choice.”

At the Prison Reform Convention, held in Atlanta in 1888, Dr. P. D
Sims of Chattanooga, Tenn., said that, the impc verished condition of the
South succeeding the War of the Rebellion, caused it to drift into the
convict lease system, for which there were many excuses, but no justi-
fication. The lessee buys from the State the discipline of prisoners solely
for gain; that neither the State nor the lessee had regard to the element
of reform or consideration of a philanthropic character; that although
many good men were engaged in it, the system was wrong. He presented
the statistics of thirty-nine State prisons, showing that in the non-leasing
prisons, the annual mortality was fifteen per thousand, while in the leas-
ing, it was sixty-four per thousand, and that in the former, escapes were
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but five per thousand, and in the latter, they were fifty-one per thousand.
He appealed to the South to change the system.

The lease system was adopted in Georgia in 1869, both Democrats and
Republicans favoring it. The first year there were 350 convicts to be
hired, and the second year the number doubled. An investigation showed
that one company paid nothing to the State for the labor of its convicts,
and that although the law provided for a chaplain, the State had none;
that convicts were worked on Sundays contrary to law, and in some
instances whipped to death. The evils of the system became so flagrant
that a Senator on the floor of the Senate Chamber declared that the rich
and powerful were allowed to go free, while the poor white person and
the ignorant Negro were shown no mercy. It was proved that even a
governor of the State was himself a lessee, working State convicts for
private gain, under a $37,000 bond in force until 1899, although he was
the convict’s only protection against the wrongs of the lessee.

The ease and facility with which colored persons were sent to the
penitentiary kept a goodly supply of prisoners on hand. While it was
burdensome to taxpayers to keep them within walls, it was unjust to
mechanics to allow them to learn trades; ergo, they were leased out to
grade streets, to work on railroads, in mines and the like, where their
physical powers might be availed of, but where they could learn nothing,
save yes and no, axe and hoe.

By an act passed in 1876, by the legislature, the Marietta and North
Georgia Railroad Company was leased 250 convicts for three years, to
grade its road where the people were too poor to pay for it. The rest
of the convicts the governor was authorized to lease to three penitentiary
companies for twenty years for $500,000,to be paid in annual installments
of $25,000. In a test case by two of these companies, in the Supreme
Court of Georgia it was decided that the lessees acquired a vested right
of property in the labor of these convicts, which the legislature could not
disregard unless their labor was required by the State, in which case the
lessee demanded compensation. The Supreme Court consequently
granted an injunction restraining the keeper from delivering said con-
victs to said railroad company, thereby securing to the lessees a legal
right of property in the labor of the convicts till the contract is legally
terminated.

In an investigation of 1896, presided over by Governor Atkinson,
Capt. Lowe, a lessee, testified:
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“We do not think ourselves liable for the conduct of whipping bosses.
They are given their commissions by the State, and we insist that they
are answerable to the State alone. We cannot direct the whipping of
convicts; it must be done by the bosses. If all the convicts were disabled
by whipping, we think the State would be liable to us for loss of time,
because the whipping bosses are the agents of the State.”

Lessee Lowe admitted he was a close corporation, being president,
secretary, treasurer, boss and everything else of the company, which held
no meetings, had no stock, and declared no dividends.

Attorney-General Terrell held that the convicts were under the care
of the lessees, whose duty it was to see that they were treated humanely,
citing the order of 1887 by Governor Gordon, to prove that while the
whipping bosses were appointed by the governor, they were under the
control of the lessees. Governor Atkinson said that he did not dream
for a moment that the lessees did not consider it their duty to see that
the convicts were properly treated.

Mr. Huff, addressing the legislature, said, that “any attempt at
reformation of the present system is an absurdity, a swindle and a fraud.
It is a damnable outrage. The lessee contract would not stand fifteen
minutes before a petit jury. I could hang any of the lessees before a petit
jury in two and a half hours,” said he.

One convict testified that in his case the skin came off with every
blow inflicted by a soaked strap drawn through sand; that twenty bas-
tard children were in one camp. A female convict testified that during
her prison life of fourteen years she had borne seven children. A lessee
testified that such irregularities as bastard children would occasionally
occur as long as women were guarded by men.

Dr. Felton, addressing the Georgia Legislature, said:

“I stated ten years ago that the State was acting as a procuress for
convict camps; the legislature is keeping up the supply in accordance
with the demand. I repeat the accusation here and now.”

In 1895 a number of convicts had their feet so frozen that the flesh
and toes rotted off. Governor Atkinson enlightened the legislature of
the deplorable condition existing in the convicts’ camps through the
report thereon by Hon. R. F. Wright, showing nearly fifty misdemeanor
camps. In the chain-gangs were twenty-seven white and 768 colored con-
victs; generally both races and sexes being together day and night.
Among these were cleven children under fourteen years of age. Some
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slept in rude floorless houses; some in tents on the bare ground, and a
few in bunks. The bedding was scant and filthy, and full of vermin.
The camps were poorly ventilated, the sleeping quarters being generally
sweat-boxes, constructed to prevent escapes. There were no hospitals
and no preparations for comfort or medical treatment. Iemale prisoners
dressed in male attire, worked side by side with men.

A member of the legislature declared:

“Most lessees would rather see the devil in their camps than a Metho-
dist or Baptist preacher. I do not urge the bill for the Negro, but for
the safety of homes and property. Crime has increased in the United
States more than in any other country on the globe. I plead for the
orphan boys and girls of the State. Better send them to a bottomless
hell than to James’ camp.”

Said the lamented Colonel Alston:

“The public knows how hard it is to get testimony in a case like the
lease question. If a guard kills a man, he is not going to tell of it. If
a lessee chooses to whip one to death, who is to know it? If he starves
them, who is the wiser? I never expect to give up the agitation of this
question till T can point to my native State redeemed, regenerated, and
disenthralled from this great sin, and the finger of shame shall no longer
be lifted at her, as a State that is banking on the crimes and misfortunes
of her defenseless and ignorant population.”

Three months after this Colonel Alston was shot dead in the State
Capitol of Georgia, by a sub-lessee during a controversy arising from
the leasing of some convicts; whereupon Governor Atkinson declared
that, under heaven and by God’s help, he meant to lift up the administra-
tion of the laws of the State to that high plane that will put an end to
these things.

Mr. Byrd of Rome, Ga., by authority of Governor Atkinson, inspected
the misdemeanor camps in 1897, and reported that private chain-gangs
were being operated against law, and in spite of the decisions of the
Supreme Court of Georgia, and that the average penal camp of the State
penitentiary is a heaven, compared to the agony and torture endured
by the misdemeanor convicts in many of these joints. He said that Mr.
Wright did valiant service for humanity by showing that a bondage
worse than slavery was being inflicted upon the convicts, who were con-
fined in these “hells upon earth.”

In one camp, he said, an ante-bellum residence had been converted
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into a prison by removing every window, and closing up every aperture,
leaving not even an auger hole for light or air. In the center of a room
only 18 feet by 20, was an open can, the reeking cesspool of this dungeon
in which sat a sick Negro convict confined in this dark sweat-box, per-
"ishing. .
In another camp, after the visit of Mr. Wright, the guards took turns
at beating a convict to death and buried him in his shackles. A respect-
able citizen asserted that they caught the convict by the shackles and
ran through the woods dragging him feet foremost, and that when these
facts were sworn to before the Grand Jury of Pulaski County, it was
thought best to hush them up and keep the matter out of the newspapers,
and out of court, as the superintendent of the prison camp had friends
on the jury.

Another case sworn to before the coroner’s jury was that of a guard
who had whipped nearly all the life out of an old Negro, who said: “Boss,
is ye gwine to kill me?” The guard replied with an oath in the affirma-
tive, whereupon the convict begged to be shot and thus freed from his
sufferings. He was chained up to a tree where he died in thirty minutes.

In another camp a white convict was being boarded at a hotel ten
miles away, and doing a prosperous business at painting, while another
white convict who had been made night guard and given a gun and the
keys to the camp, had it so free and easy that he threw up his job and
decamped.

Mr. Boies of Pennsylvania, in his instructive work, discusses the con-
vict lease system, and shows that the sentences of Negroes in the South
are double those of white men for the same offenses; that for petty
larceny a Negro may be condemned to the criminal class for life, albeit
he had to steal or starve. Ie shows that the criminal machinery of the
South is frequently used to nullify the Negro’s right of suffrage; that
no hand is extended to lift him up when he falls, and no effort is put
forth for his reformation, and for this reason the South turns out one-
third of the criminals of the whole country; that Massachusetts expends
$20 per capita upon the children of her public schools, while Mississippi
with a heavier tax, expends but $2 per capita.

In the Evening Star of Washington, D. C., of November 16, 1901, an
exhaustive article on the prison camps of Florida appeared. Although
guardedly, it favored the effort to make the criminal self-supporting,
arguing that as he lives on the public when at large, he should not be
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permitted to continue to live on the public when in confinement. But
it admits that the convict lease system is faulty. It says:

“At present, offenders of all grades and ages are thrown together,
and the younger ones learn more evil than they knew at the time of their
arrest, growing daily more depraved and vicious so long as they remain
in bad company. It may be possible, however, to employ most of the con-
victs at tasks which will not require their close association, either at
work or in quarters, and if that desideratum can be reached, the last
argument against the leasing of prisoners will be met, and the system
will be continued indefinitely, such minor matters as the corruption of
inspectors, of which Alabama has complained, being capable of rebuke
through legislation.

“There are now thirteen camps in Florida, each one of which is tech-
nically a State prison, and they are under the watch of a supervisor, who
must visit them at least once in sixty days, examine the buildings, food,
clothes, and bedding, question keepers and convicts as to work, punish-
ment and health, enforce compliance with the laws and report to the
governor every month. All leases are for four years, and the only cost
of its criminals to the State are the salaries of supervisors and a sum
of $300 a year for chaplain service.

“The country expends at least $200,000,000 per annum in maintaining
its convicts. In the city of New York alone, the annual assessment for
that purpose is $6 per citizen.

“Where the labor unions have not prevented it, society has made the
criminal pay his own bills. In the South where the people are begin-
ning to show a keenness for money that is not surpassed in the North,
but where, as yet, capital is not gathered into such immense and usable
sums as in the central and eastern States, a new policy has been adopted
with regard to the offender. He is generally a Negro, hence he is sent
back to slavery. He is sold to a farmer, a distiller, a phosphate miner,
or a manufacturer, for a term of years, and his employer pays consider-
ably less to the State than he would otherwise lay out in wages.

“In Alabama if a State prisoner or long-termer escapes from his
employer, he must pay into the public treasury $200, and $100 if a county
prisoner or short-termer escapes.

“When an inspector is present at a whipping, the turbulent convict
may be given twenty-one lashes on his bare back; in the absence of the
inspector, the whipping boss is limited to fifteen lashes,
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“The guards are of the poor white class, dull and illiterate, and
receive from $20 to $30 per month and their ‘keep.’

“In Florida shackling is seldom practiced except as a punishment
for running away, as it interferes with the work of the convict. Guns
and bloodhounds are much in evidence in the convict camps. Nothing
is done for the betterment of the convicts intellectually or otherwise.
Missionaries are graciously permitted to distribute tracts among them.

“White convicts are generally assigned to offices and cook shops, or
become gang foremen. For the white prisoner, whatever his offense,
there is always a hope of pardon, but the Negro prisoner, unless he be a
crap-shooter or chicken thief, congratulates himself on being consigned
to open air work in the convict’s camps, for he remembers how dreadfully
easy in Florida it is for a Negro to be lynched.”

Judge M. W. Gibbs of Arkansas said he had known white employers
in the South to be in collusion with magistrates to have colored men
committed on the flimsiest pretext, simply that they might obtain more
free labor on their plantations by means of the convict lease system.

The eleventh census shows that in the United States there were 2,468
county jails and only 44 reformatories. There were no reformatories
in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Tennessee and Texas.

Great Britain supports over 400 reformatories and inebriate schools,
and they have closed 56 out of 113 prisons and jails in ten years, and
thereby reduced to that extent the amount of material for the manufac-
ture of criminals.

Said Judge Calhoun, of a recorder’s court in Georgia:

“I tremble when I contemplate the future of little boys who come
before me for the first time, and are sentenced to the chain-gang. Some
of them are bright-faced and intelligent; some are orphans; many
thoroughly penitent; and, I believe, nearly all could be reclaimed, could
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