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. . . T H E

P R E FA C E
to r he

, R E A D E R
- Candid Reader; - ? -

T is no leſs than aſtoniſhing and amazing Condeſcenſion

in the everlaſting God,to ſtoop ſo low, as ever to pro

poſe te enter into a Covenant Relation with Man

kind, who might juſtly have demanded of us Obedience to

his Commands, by his abſolute Power over us, without a

ny Promiſe of Favour to us: Although in this, God's

! Condeſcenſion is Ineffable; yet ſuch is the Stupidity and

Impiety of the moſt of the World, that they deprive them

ſelves of ſo high Honour, as to enter into Covenant with

the Lord; deſpiſing and rejećting this unſpeakable Dignity,

and great Happineſs, that Scotland, England, and Ireland,

and ſome in America, have been honoured with; to dedi

cate and ſurrender themſelves to the Lord, by a moſt vo

Iuntary, free, and deliberate Choice; to come under the

Bond of the moſt ſacred and ſolemn Oaths, in the moſt re

ligious Manner, devoting their All to Chriſt Jeſus, his In

tereſt and Honour, the Advancement of his Kingdom and

Glory, and the Reformation of his Church by the Covenants

National and Solemn League. Although we do not ſup

poſe them to be the ſame with the Covenant of Grace; yet

we look upon them as another Obligation, binding us to all

A * * * I the
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ii . The P R E FA C E.

the Duties ofa Chriſtian Life, as well as to the Duties which

tend to a publick Reformation of the Nation, of which the

Covenant of Grace is the Spring and Foundation. It is ne

ceſſary in this Preface, to give you ſome Account of the Rea

ſons of our withdrawing; and of the Neceſſity of renew

ing the Covenants; of the Manner of it; and laſtly, Re

marks upon ſome Pamphlets emitted.

Firſt, We ſuppoſe it to be very neceſſary to give an Ac

count of the Reaſons of our withdrawing from thoſe called

Presbyterians in theſe Parts; becauſe we are frequently

branded with the odious Charaćter of Schiſmaticks, Pro

moters of Diviſions and Fačtions, Enemies to the Work of

Grace in the Land, and ſuch like; and this, merely becauſe

we cannot continue to join with them in their Errors, as

we did formerly. Our Reaſons are ſuch as theſe : 1ſt,

Becauſe it may be ſaid, that if ever there was any Founda

tion ofa Presbyterian Church in theſe Parts, it is very cor

rupt, and unſound in its very Foundation; which appears

from two Things, 1. From their A&ls; as in particular, by

an Aćt of the whole Synod in the Year 1729; which is like

a conſtituting Aë, as appears by itſelf; and an Aćt of the

ſame Synod i734, and in the Year 1736 of the Synod:

Again, an Aći in the Year 1741, by a Part of the Synod,

met in the Name of one. Theſe Aéts all agree with the

Eſtabliſhment of the Crown in the Houſe of Hannover. 2.

From there being no Alteration in the Conſtitution of the

Church in theſe Parts for the Better, ſince the Revolution;

at which Time, it is well known, that the Church was

founded upon an Eraffian Prelacy, which by the true Preſ--

byterian Religion is abjured. This is evident, from all.

the above-mentioned Aëts; as alſo, from that ſelf-contra

dićting and erroneous Pamphlet, intituled, A Declaration

of the Presbyteries of New-Brunſwick and New-Caſtle;

printed in the Year 1743. Our ſecond Reaſon of with

‘drawing or receding from theſe pretended Presbyterians,

which we were in Communion with, is, Becauſe of their

unſcriptural Terms of Church Communion, to wit, They

extend to all that they believe have Grace: This is ſo

commonly known to be their Term of Communion, that

we ſuppoſe none will deny ; and if they do, it can eaſily
- . º - be
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- The P R. E. F. A. C. E. iii.

be proved from their Print, Dottrine and Prattice. In

this Term of Communion,there are theſe Evils, 1ſt, Ama

king their Judgment the Rule of their Admittance of Per

ſons into the Church, and not the Word of God, which is a

ſtrange Rule; for either their judgment muſt be infallible

of Perſons, er they are liable to a Miſtake; and if ſo, of

one, why not of all? And thus it ceaſeth to be a Rule,

which ought to be tolerated. 2dly, This Term of Com

munion agrees not with the Word of God, which tells us,

- Matth. xiii. 29, 30. Matth. xxii. 9, 10, 11, Luke xiii.

26. Then they ſhall begin to ſay, Wehave eaten and dranken

in thy. Preſence, and thou haſ taught in our Streets. 3dly, It

is an opening a Door for Érror to creep into the Church;

for it cannot be denied, but there may be ſome pious Per

ſons in the Church of England, amongſt the Baptiſts and In

dependents: Now, to admit ſuch into Church Communi

on, while they maintain their Principles, would be to let

in a Flood of Errors into the Church, and would rendefit

a Babel, rather than an orderly Church. A third Reaſon

of our withdrawing is, Becauſe the moſt Part of Miniſters

and People de in plain words deny the Covenant to be

formally binding upon us; and thus they may as well deny

them altogether; for if they have no Form, they can be no

Covenants: That they do deny them thus, is intimated in

the A&of Presbytery at Middle Ottarara, April 14th, 1742.

It is further known, by many Sermons and poſitive Aſſer

tions. For the reſt of our Reaſons of withdrawingfrom the

pretended Presbyterians in theſe Parts, we refer the Rea

der to a Book, intituled, The plain Reaſons for Presbyterians

diſſenting from the Revolution Church, printed 1731 ; and to

The Informitory Vindication, Head 4th, Page 74; in both

which this Affair is ſpoken of, and clearly decided.

Head ÎI. The Neceſſity of renewing the Covenants is

to be ſpoken of, 1. Negatively; The renewing of the Co

venants National and Solemn League, is not eſſentially and

abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation; No, no ; for if ſo, then

the renowing or not renewing of them, would be the very

Hinge upon which Salvation or Damnation would turn;

which God forbid any ſhould imagine; or that all thatre

new theſe Covenants, ſhall be ſaved, and all that do not,

- A 2 ſhould
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ſhould periſh. This would be grievous Impiety indeed, to

maintain any ſuch. Thing; and our doleful Experience

plainly proves, that ſeveral Perſons which have renewed

them, appear to be Strangers to convertingGrace; and un

doubtedly, ſome that have not, are not ſo : But this we are

pº of, that every Perſon that faithfully renews theſe

holy Covenants, and lives agreeable unto them, in Heart

and Life, will not miſs of eternal Happineſs. Again, neither

does this Neceſſity of renewing of the Covenants, flow from

any coercive or conſtraining Power in our Day, either from

the Civil Magiſtrate or Eccleſiaſtical Authority of this cor

rupt Church, that all Neglečters and Deſpiſers of this

great Duty, would lay themſelves open to the Laſh of Civil

and Eccleſiaſtical Judicatories. Alas for it! that we have

mo Conſtraint this Way; but to the Reverſe of this, to wit,

to continue in the Breach of theſe holy Covenants; there

is Authority enough for this, ſuch as it is ; although we

don’t queſtion, if theſe two were put in Execution for this

End, but there would be Multitudes then for renewing of

theſe holy Cevenants : The Mouths of many have con

firmed this; ſo that if it be a Duty to renew them, the Fear

of Man keeps them from it; and if it be a Sin to do it, yet

the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Authority would perſwade them

to it: And this undeniably proves, whether it be the Fear

of God, or of Man, that prevails with them. Some think

it ſhould be very awful, that the Civil Magiſtrate ſhould,

as fuch, uſe any Power to prevail with Perſons to this great

Duty ofrenewing theſe holy Covenants, or puniſh them

; for their Obſtinacy therein; and not a few make this their

only Objection againſt a covenanted Reformation. Now,'

in order to remove this grand Objećtion, let People con

ſider, 1. That the general Part of Mankind looks upon it

as no Injury to Men, for the Civil Magiſtrate to make Laws

againſt Thieving, Robbing, Uncleanneſs, Gurſing and

swearing, Lying and Sabbath-breaking, and the like ; and

to puniſh thoſe that are guilty of ſuch Crimes; although

they may pretend Neceſſity or Conſcience in committing

ſome of theſe Crimes; and how frange is it, thatany ſhould

imagine, that it is a Fault for Civil Rulers to make Laws

for £erſons, yea Nations, for covenanting with the Lord ;

. . . - 1. t – and
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and when they are broken for the renewing of them, and

obliging People to enter into them? And ſure, if the for

mer be a Duty of Civil Rulers, whichfew that go under

the Name of a Presbyterian will deny, then certainly the

latter cannotbe a Sin in Civil Rulers; for Covenanting, e

ven National, is as plain a Duty from the Word of God, as

keeping the Sabbath, holy is, and as awful the Threatning
denounced againſt Covenant-breakers, as againſt Sabbath.

breakers, ...; both grievous Sins. Unleſs that Ma

giſtrates do uſe their Power for the preventing of Errois,

and for the Encouragement of vital Holineſs in Principle

and in Prattice, they are not ſuch as theword of God ſpeaks

of, Iſaiah xlix. 23. And Kings ſhall be thy nurſing Haibers,

their Queens thy nurſing Mothers. Rom. xiii. 3. For kuiers

are not a Terror to good Works, but to evil. 2. Let People

‘conſider, that godly Rulers, as Aſa, did puniſh for ſuch

Crimes, 2 Chron. xv. 12, 13. And they entred into a cove

nant to ſeek the Lord God of their Fathers, with all toeir Heart,

and with all their Soul , that whoſoever would not jee, toe

Lord God of Iſrael, ſhould be put to Peath, whether ſmall

or great, whether Man or Woman. Verſe 16. Ana alſo con

cerning. Maacah the Mother of Aſa, the King, be removed

her from being Queen, becauſe Jhe had made an Idol in a

Grove ; and Aſa cut down ber laol, andſtamped it, and burnt

it at the Brook Kidron, 2 Chron: xxxiv. 30, 34, 32, 33

-Thus you may ſee, that it would be our great Miercy, if

we had ſuch Rulers as would confrain us to our Duties of

every Kind; eſpecially now, when Miniſters and People

are ſo exceedingly backward therein. There are few in this

declining Age, think hard to be conſtrain’d by the Ruler

-to do Evil, but to be conſtrained to do Good, ſeems hard

with many, becauſe they have not been much exerciſed this

Way ; and this makes good the old Proverb, 1%at Cution

becomes like ſecond Nature. And hence we have Ground to

ſuppoſe, had we Kings to rule in Righteouſneſs, and Prin

ces to decree Juſtice, few would be ſatisfied with them,

...Again, the renewing of theſe Covenants is not neceiiary by

way of Merit for when we have done all we can, we ar:

-unprofitable Servants, Luke xvii, id. “ -

2. Poſitively, the Neceſſity of renewing theſe holy Co.

- venants,

-
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venants, appears, 1. From its being a commanded Duty, for

Covenant-breakers to return from their Backſliding, jer.

iii. 14. Turn, 0 backſliding Children, ſaith the Lord, for. I

am married unto you, 2. From this, that Covenant-break

ers are ranked by the Spirit of God amongſt the vileſt of

Sinners, Rom. i. 31. Certainly if the Breach of Gove

mant is amongſt the worſt of Sins, the Continuance in the

Breach, cannever leſſen the Sin, but greatly aggravate the

Guilt of it. We know of no Way to forſake this Sin, with

out renewing of theſe Covenants, becauſe the Promiſes of

Mercy is to ſuch as conteſs and forſake their Sin, Prov. xxviii.

13. How a Perſon that isguilty of the Breach of theſe Co

venants can forſake that Sin, without a right Renewing of

them, is ſtrange: . But ſome will ſay, We will fly to Chriſt

for Pardon for this Sin: , Well, but how wilt thou fly to

Chriſt with this Sin in thy Boſom, and a Reſolution to

continue in it 2. If ſo, thou comeſt to Chriſt with a Lie in

thy right Hand, and mockeff God: . For the Pſalmiſt tells.

us, Pſal. lxvi. 18. If I regard Iniquity in my Heart, the

Lord will not bear me. You will ſay,They are National Co

venants, and therefore what can we do? The Nation will

not join us, and we are not a Nation f Anſwer, Tho' you

are not a Nation, yet certainly you are a Part, tho’ never

ſo ſmall; and as ſuch, there is ſome Duty lieth upon you to

renew theſe Covenants, yea, even as much Duty as on any

in your Station; for in the Covenants every individual Per

ſon fivears for himſelf in his Station, to endeavour to proſe

cute the End and Deſign of the Covenants. None can

hinder another from doing his Duty, unleſs by Conſtraint;

neither is there any Part within the Book of God, that ex

cuſeth any Perſon from doing this Duty, tho’ there ſhould

not a Manjoin with him therein.We are expreſly command

ed not to follow a Multitude to do Evil, Exod. xxii. 2.

Elijah was faithful when he knew of no other Prophet : So

was Paul and many others. 'Tis dreadful that People ſhould

be ſo blinded as to follow the Courſe of this World, and yet

look for Salvation. 3. The Neceſſity of renewing the Co

venant appearsfrom the awful Judgments which God threat

ens and pours out upon Perſons for their Breach, of Cove

nants, lev. xxvi. 15, almoſt to the End. Deut. xxxi. 20,

21.
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21. 4. The Neceſſity ofrenewing the Covenants, appears

both from Scripture Precedent and from the Precedents of

our Anceſtors; as for Inflance, the Covenant made with

Iſrael at Horek, was renewed at the Plains of Moab, by

Moſes, Deut. xxix. 1, 9, 19, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. by joſhua,

Joſh, xxiv. 25, by Aſa, 2 Chron. xv. 13, 14, by feboiada,

a Kings xi. 17. by Hezekiah, 2 Chron. xxix. 10. by joſab,

2 Kings Xxiii. 2, 3, by Ezra, Ez. x, 3. by Nebemiah, Neh.

ix. 38. Some imagine that theſe were all new Covenants;

but if any unbiaſed Perſon would rightly confider theſe

Soriptures, they might eaſily find that they are all but one

Covenant in Subſtance, by their allengaging People moſtly

to the ſame Duties, to wit, to ſerve the only true God a

greeable to his Commands, and to oppoſe all Kinds of Ido

latry, 'Tis true, there is ſome circumſtantial Difference

in them, yet not ſuch as altereth the Nature of the Cove

nants, ſo that they properly can be termed new Covenants;

as for Inſtance, the putting away of the ſtrange Wives and

º: is a circumſtantial Difference. Again, we have

the Precedents ofour renowned Anceſtors renewing of our

Holy Covenants, bothbefore and after the eſtabliſhed Re

formation, as at Edinburgh 1557, at Perth 1559, at Leità

1560, at Air 1562, and again at Lanrick and Liſmebega

1666, and 1689, in Scotland, again 1648 and 1649, again

at Douglaſs 1712, by a ſmall Number, were renewed.

And, 5. The Neceſſity of renewing the Covenants appeals

farther, from their being nationally broken, as they are

National Covenants, and their funeral Piles eretted by un

godly Rulers in the chief Cities of the Kingdom with all

imaginable Ignominy and Contempt; and thus they have

lien a long Time buried, and the moſt of People either hat

ingthe very Name of them, or at leaf beingaſhamed faith

fully to appear for them, and the Duties contained in them,

ſo that it is Time that all ſuch as are true Lovers of Zion's

Proſperity, ſhould uſe their utmeft Endeavours for the re

viving and renewing of them. 6. The Neceſſity of the re.

newing thoſe Covenants is further evident by the different

Bonds of Union between England and Scotland, at this

Time, and the Time of the purefi Reformation: ; In the

Time of the Purefi Reformation, the Covenants National
and
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and Solemn League, were the very Bonds of Union be:

tween them, as is evident from the Covenants themſelves

and from many Aëts of Parliament eſtabliſhing the ſame?

But now the Bond of Union, is that incorporating Union

made in theyear 1707, which are as Diametricany oppoſite

the one to the other, as Fire to Water, and Light to Dark

neſs; for by the one,Perſons are bound to extirpate Prelac

by the other, they are bound to maintain and uphold Pre

lacy, as is evident by the Union itſelf; ſo that ſurely when

there is ſuch direčt Oppoſition made to our HolyCovenants,

it is our unqueſtionable Duty to appear for them, by a Re

newal of our ſolemn Engagements to them. 7. Our own

deep Perjury, Apoſtaſy and Backſliding from the whole of

a true covenanted Reformation, loudly call for our Renew

al, together with the Sins of the Age and Place where we

live. 8. Some of us earneſtly longing to partake of the

holy Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, we looked upon it

as very neceſſary to renew the Covenants, as a very uſeful

and neceſſary Part of Preparation for that holy Ordinance

to us that never had renewed them before, and were lying

under that heinous Guilt of Perjury, which we knew no o

ther Method how we or any of the Nation can free our

ſelves from, without a ſolemn Renewal of them, and faith

fully to endeavour to walk agreeable to them in Heart and

Life.

Head III. The third Thing to be ſpoken to, is a Narra

tion of the Manner in which this great Work was carried

on : The aforeſaid Motives and Reaſons, together with ma

ny others which might be advanced, excited and prevailed

with us to attempt this ſolemn and tremenduous Duty; al

tho' we have juſt Ground to believe the Covenants never

were publickly renewed by ſuch a poor unskilful and ſmall

Handful of People as we are, ſince they were perfidiouſly

broken, none of us having ever ſeen the like done before ;

ſo that we have juſt Reaſon to wonder and be ſurpriſed; to

praiſe and magnify the Eternal and Glorious God, that he

was not provoked to make ſome remarkable Breach among

us for our Sins therein : But when, inſtead of the Exe

cution of juſtice, the Holy Gcq was pleaſed, through Jeſus

Chriſt his dear Son, to ſhine upon ſeveral ofour Souls with

a reconciled Countenance, and by ſhedding abroad his

matchkeſs

*:
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matchleſs Love in our Hearts and Souls in a plentiful

Meaſure: Oh! what Ground have we continually to adore

and bleſs the Lord JEHOVAH, for his Goodneſs to us?

warning being given ſome conſiderable Time before the

Renewal, of our Deſign, and ſeveral Days ſet apart for

Humiliation and Prayer, both in our private Societies and

in publick, in order to implore Divine Aid and Direétion

in this awful Work; On Thurſday the 10th of November,

* the People being gathered, we begun with Prayer to Al

mighty God; and that Day the Covenants, and Confeſſion.

of Šins and Engagement to Duties, and theTeſtimony, were

publickly read, not#. the clearer underſtanding of

theſe Things, but alſo that we might have the more ſuitable,

deep and abidingº of the Holineſs and Sublimity

of that great Tranſačtion we were to be employed in. Af.

ter Reading and Singing, a Sermon was preached from theſe

Words, john Xi, 56. What think ye, that he will not come up

to the Feaſt 2 From theſe Words. 1ſt, It was enquire

the Kinds of Feafts. 2dly, It was enquired, what was in-,

plied in ſeeking of Jeſus at the Feaſt P 3dly, How a Perſon

ſhould know when Jeſus comes up unto the Feaſt. 4thly,

why Perſons ſhould enquire whether Jeſus comes up to the

Feaſt 2 5thly, The Application. - * * * * ~ *

. As to the Firſt, it was anſwered, That there were two.

Kinds of Feaſts, 1. To the Body, as Eſther i. 3. He made a

Feaſt unto all his Princes and Servants: This Kind of Feaſt.

was not infifted on. .2. It was ſhewed, that there was a

Soul-Feaſt, Pſal. lxiii. 5. My Soul ſhall be ſatisfied as with

| Marrow and with Fatneſs. It was diſcovered, that ſome

times the Soul was feaſted; 1. In ſecret Prayer, as Hannah,

1 Sam. i. 13, 18. Now Hannah ſhe ſºake in her Heart, only.

ber Lips moved, but her Voice was not heard. So the Woman.

went her Way, and did eat, and her Countenance was no more

In the Houſe of God, Pſal. xxxvi. 8. They ſhall be abun

mental Occaſions, Cant. ii. 4. He brought me to the bans,

fueting Houſe, and his Banner over me was Love. 5. In

ſeditation, Pſal, lxiii. 6. When I remember thee upon my

Bed, and meditate on thee in the Night Watches. . . ****

- - sº - * | Secondly,

fad... 2. Family Prayer, as Cornelius, A&ts x. 30, 31. , 3.

dantly ſatisfied with the Fatneſs of thy Houſe. 4. At Sacra-.
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Prayer, Cant. iv. 16. Awake, O North Wind, and come thau

- at the Feaſt 2 It was anſwered, 1. Becauſe he is Lord

Secondly, It was enquired, what is involved or implied in

ſeeking of Jeſus at the Feaſt It was anſwered, that it

implied, 1. A feeling Senſe of the Want of him, Matth. .

ix. 12. They that be whole need not a Phyſician; but they that

are ſick. 2. Earneſt Deſire to find him, Pſal. xlii. 1, 2.

3. The diligent Uſe of all Means appointed by God for the

obtaining of him, Cant. iii. 1, 2, 3. 4. A Conſtancy in ſeek

ing of him till we find him, Cant. iii. 4. 5. A Love to him, .

Cant. v. 16. Tea, he is altogether lovely. 6. An earneft Care

to keep up Communion with him, Cant. iii. 4. I held him,

and would not let him go. - -

Thirdly, It was enquired; how a Perſºn ſhould know .

when Jeſus comes up to the Feaſt To which it was an: ,

ſwered, 1, when Jeſus comes up to the Feaſt, he perfumes

it with his gracióus Preſence, Cant. i. 13. A Bundle of .

Myrrhe is my well-beloved unto me; he ſhall lie all Night be: .

twixt my Breaſis. 2. His Preſence makes the Feaſt ſweet

and pleaſant unto the Souls of his Children; whereas when

he is abſent, it is dry, jejune and taſteleſs; and hence is that

º

º
º

South, blow upon my Garden, that the Spices thereof may flow

out. 3. He revives the Soul when he is preſent, Cant. i.

12. Pſal, lxii. 5. 4. Where he is preſent he kindles a

Flame of Love in the Heart to himſelf, Luke xxiv. 32. And

they ſaid one to another, Did not our Hearts burn within us .

while he talked with us by the Way? 5. He feeds the Souls

of his Children whenhe is preſent, Cant. v. 1. Eat, O Friend,

drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved. 6. Where Jeſus is .

preſent, there is a mutual Communion between him and Be- º

lievers, Rev. iii. 20. I will come in to him, and ſup with him, }

and he with me." . !:-

Fourthly, It was enquired, why we ſhould ſeek for Jeſus .
||

!

and Maſter of all Goſpel-Feaſts, Matth. xxii. 13, 14.

There is ſtill a Want while the Mafter of the Feaſt is ab- !

ſent. 2. Becauſe he hath promiſed his Preſence at his Feaſts,
Matth. xxviii. 20. And lo! 1 am with you always. 3. Be- it.

cauſe he is the Sum and Subſtance of the Feaſt, john vi. 35. s

I am the Bread of Life: Tbe beſt of Ordinances without .

Chriſt, is but liké Hüsks, uncapable to feed a gracious Soul.

4. We ſhould ſeek to know whether Jeſus is at the Feaſt, be: }

- . . . . cauſe

* . - w -
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'auſe he commands us to do ſo, Pſal. xxvii. 8. When thou

ſaidſ, Seek ye my Face. 5. Becauſe, if Jeſus be not at the

* Feaſt, no real Good can be had at it, jobn xv. 5.

* Fifthly, In the Application, among other Uſes, there

was alſo an Uſe of Examination, in which was diſcovered

our Neceſſity of examining ourſelves, whether Jeſus was

come up, or likely to come up to that Feaſt; in as much

as we looked upon the ſoleum Renewal of our Holy Cove

nants a neceſſary Part to us of our Preparation for par

taking ºf that holy Ordinance of the Lord's Supper; and

that ſo a double_Obligation lay upon us, to be at much

Pains to know whether Jeſus would come up to us, and to

know whether Jeſus would come up to this Feaſt; becauſe

both the Renewal of the Covenants and the Participation

of the Lord's Supper, are a very ſolemn and near Ap

proach unto God, and if Jeſus be not with us therein, no

Good can he had to our Souls, but dreadful Guilt contraćt

ed. For Marks to know whether Jeſus will come unto this

. Feaſt, we were to have Recourſe unto theſe that were men- *

tioned in the doćtrinal Part of the Diſcourſe, and many o

ther Marks of the Preſence of Jeſus. The Diſcourſe was

ended with an Exhortation agreeable to the Text, to wit,

To be very earneſt and diligent in enquiring whether Jeſus.

would come up to the Feaſt, and that from the Conſidera- ".

tion, 1. Of our abſolute Neceſſity of his gracious Preſence,

in order to be accepted in our Aſſays to ſerve him. 2.

From the Conſideration of the great Benefit of the gracious

Preſence of Jeſus with us. 3. That it could be no true

"Feaft to our Souls without him.

On Friday the 11th of November, after Prayer, and read

ing and finging ſome part ofa Pſalm, a Sermon was preach

ed from theſe Words, ſer, 1.5. Come and let us join ourſelvet

unto the Lord in a perpetual Covenant that ſhall not be forgot

ten. After ſpeaking to theContext, and explaining theText,

the Dočttine was mentioned, to wit, That it is the Duty

of a chriſtianiſed People to excite one another to join them

ſelves unto the Lord in a perpetual Covenant not to be for

gotten. 1ſt, Covenanting was ſpoken of 2d, It was en

quired, whether all Covenants, or any, be perpetual, 3d,

Why ſome Covenants**** 4th,Pº
2

º
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that it is the Duty of a chriſtianiſed People to excite one

another to Covenanting. 5th, Apply'd the whole.

* Firſt, Covenanting was ſpoken of: A Covenant is a Con

traćt or Bargain between two Parties, by which each Party

is bound and obliged to fulfil whatever the Conditions of

the Covenant are, if lawful; and hence it is, that Covenant

breakers are ranked amongſt the moſt vile Sinners, Rom

i, 29, 30, 31. Covenants are of two kinds, civil and, reli

gious. 1. Civil Covenants are ſuch as that of Abraham

and Abimelech, Gen. xxi. 32. which was perſonal; and that

of joſhua and the Princes of Iſrael with the Gibeonites, Joſh:

ix. 15. which was national. 2. Religious Covenants, of

which there are divers, not to mention the Covenant of

Redemption made between the Perſons in the glorious Tri

nity, nor the Covenant of Works made between God and

Mån, nor the Covenant of Grace made in and thro’ Chriſt

Jeſus with the Elett as his Seed. Again, there are religious

Covenants, 1. Perſonal, as that of David, 2 Sam. XXiii.

5. Although my Houſe be not ſo with God, yet he bath made

with me an everlaſhing Covenant, ordered in all Things and

fºe. This Covenanting is a perſonal Dedication of a Per

ſon, Soul and Body, to the Lord and his Service; in which

the Perſon enters into ſolemn Covenant Vowsand Engage

ments, to take God the Fathcr for his reconciled Father

through Jeſus Chriſt ; God the Son for his alone Saviour,

Prophet, Prief, and King; God the Holy Spirit for his,

alone Sanétifier, Comforter and Direétor in all his Ways;

to endeavour to give an univerſal Obedience unto the

whole revealed Will of God in all his Behaviour. This

Kind of Covenanting is ſo neceſſary, that we ſuppoſe few

adult Chriſtians are ignorant of it, if any ; and not a few

have written their Covenants between God and their own

Souls. There ſeems to be a Family Covenanting ſpoken of

in Scripture, joſh. xxiv. 15. But as for me and my Houſe,

we will ſerve the Lord. 'Tis a wonderful Mercy where the

whole Family enters into Covenant with God, and are in

any Meaſure fledfaſt therein. 3. There is a National Co

venanting ſpoken of in the Word of God, as in our Text

and Context; the Children of judab, and the Children of

!ſrael joining together, 2 Chron. xv. 13, 14, 2 Kings xi.
- r *. * . . . " . - : … I 7,
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17. 2 Chron. xxix. Io. 2 Kings xxiii. 2, 3. Neh. ix. 38.

There never was any Nation, but the Nation of the jews

and this Realm, that were ſo highly honoured, as for the

whole Nation to enter into Covenant with the Lord; and

yet, alas! how little does the Generality of this Nation think

of this unſpeakable Dignity! how many ſlight it ! yea, how

many look upon our National Covenants as a Yoke of Bon

dage, as if it were a Bondage to come under the moſt ſolemn

Wows imaginable, to appear for God and his Cauſe, and a

gainſt his Enemies? That which our renowned Forefathers

gloried in as their greateſt Honour andHappineſswe, in this

corruptAge, dogrievouſly deſpiſe; which diſcovers what baſe

Spirits we are of, that delight more to be in League with

the avowed Enemies of God’s Glory, than with himſelf.

The Second Thing propoſed, was to enquire whether all

er any Covenants be perpetual? Anſwer, 1. Negatively,

All Covenants are not perpetual; for there may be, and un

doubtedly have been Covenants made for a limited Time,

as well as Bargains or other kinds of Contračts, which may

he made for a Day, a Week, or a Year, or for ever, or ſo

many Yearsas is agreed upon in the Bargain, Contrað or

Covenant. 2. Poſitively, ſome Covenants are perpetual ;

as for Inſtance, the Covenant ſpoken of in eur Text:

This Word perpetual, being one of the Terms of the Cove

nant, it cannot but be perpetual; yet the Word is not to

be taken here according to its utmoſt extent, to wit, Never

to have an End; for there neither is nor can be any Nati

onal Covenant in this Senſe perpetual, becauſe there is no

Nation without End; ſo that by a perpetual National Co

venant, we are to underfland the Covenant to remain in

Force while the Nation remains a Nation, or any of them:

Theſe are neceſſary to be in Covenants to make them per

petual; their Nature or Terms, their Agreeableneſs to the

Word of God; without either of which they cannot be ſo.

I. Becauſe if the Terms or the Nature of the Covenant be

limited to a ſhort Time, it cannot exceed its Limits, be

cauſe the Time of its binding Force is expired, and it

continues no longer. 2. If the Covenant be not agreeable

unto the holy Word of God, it cannot be perpetual; becauſe

no Covenant, Contraćt or Bargain can bind us to Sin ; for

- - every
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every Sin is a Breach of the Divine Law, 1 jobn iti. 4:

sin is the Tranſgreſſion of the Law • And the Wages of Sin is

Peath, Rom. vi. 23. And this is evident, becauſe the Law

of Men muſt be ſubjećt to the Law of God, and that from

the Subordination of Cauſes: And thus our holy Covenants,

National and Solemn League, diſcover themſelves to be per

petual and of confiant Obligation upon this Realm. , 1. By

their being National in their own Nature, as is plain from

themſelves, and ſo had the Power of the Nation to confirm

them. 2. By the Terms of them, as appears from ſeveral

Sentences in the Covenants. 1. The National, towards the

latter End of it, which is as follows, “And finally, being

* cenvinced in our Minds, and confeſſing with our Mouths,

• that the preſent and ſucceeding Generations in thisland,

• are bound to keep the aforeſaid National Oath and Sub

• ſcriptions inviolable.” Again, ‘We therefore faithfully

• promiſe for ourſelves, our Followers, and all under us,

* both in publick and in our particular Families, and per

• ſonal Carriage, to endeavour to keep ourſelves, 856. 2.

From the firſt Paragraph in the Solemn League and Cove

mant, which is as follows, ‘That we and our Poſterity after

• us, may as Brethren, live in Faith and Love, and that the

• Lord may delight to dwell in the Midſt of us.” 3. That

theſe Covenants are perpetual, and of a conſtant binding

Power over this Realm, is further evident by their Agree

ableneſs to the holy Word of God; that they are ſo, few

who call themſelves Presbyterians deny ; yea, we know

of none that ever did or can prove them tobe otherwiſe.

The Third Thing propoſed, was to ſhew why ſome Cove

nants ought not to be forgotten. I. Becauſe ſome Covenants

(as has been ſaid) are of a perpetual Nature, and ſhould

not be forgotten; it being at leaſt a Step towards, if not the

aćtual Breach of a Covenant, to forget it; and hence the

Iſraelites are warned, Deut, iv. 23. Take beed unto yourſelves,

jeft you forget the Covenant of the Lord your God, which he

made with you, and make you a graven Image. 2. Becauſe

it is a great Loſs for a Perſon to forget his Covenant; for

then he forgets the Covenant-Obligations that he lies un

, der, which is very fearful and thus prevents himſelf of

keeping the Covenant, and lays himſelf under that diº
- - Ul
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ful Guilt of Covenant-breaking, of which, ſee Rom. i. 29,

30. 3. Becauſe it is a great Benefit rightly to remember.

our holy Covenants: , ‘Tisa Means to make us watchful,

both to endeavour to do the Duties that the Covenants re

quire, and ſhun the Sins which they forbid. 4. Becauſe for

getting our Covenants made with God is a great Diſhonour

to him, and no leſs than a forgetting of the Lord in ſome

Meaſure, with whom the Covenants are made, Pſal. 1. 22.

Now conſider this, ye that forget God, leſ! I tear you in Pieces,

and there be none to deliver. --

The Fourth Thing propoſed, was to prove, that it is

the Duty of a chriſtianiſed People to excite one another to

enter into a Covenant with the Lord; Covenanting being a

Duty in it ſelf. 1. All the Scriptures that require us to

be helpful to our Brethren in ſpiritual Things, proves this

Doàrine. 2. The Praćtice of the Church and People

of God proves it, jer. l. 4, 5. In thoſe Days and in that

Time, ſaith the Lord, the Children of Iſrael ſhall come, they

and the Children of Judah together, going and weeping : They

ſhall go and ſeek the Lord their God; they ſhall ask the Way to

Zion, with their Fates thitherward; ſaying, Come, let us join

ourſelves to the Lord in a perpetual Covenant that ſhall not be

forgotten. We are commanded to walk in the Footfieps of

the Flock, Cant. i. 8. 3. Our own Backwardneſs to cove

nant with the Lord proves the great Need that we have to

excite one another unto this great Duty: we are ſuch dull

and lazy Creatures, that we have much need of ſomething

to quicken us to our Duty. , - -

The Fifth Thing propoſed, was the Improvement. 1.

Hence we may be informed, that if ever it was the Duty

of a chriſtianiſed People to excite one another to enter into

Covenant with the Lord, it is certainly now in this perjur

ed, blood-guilty, apoſtate and backſlidden Age, in which

our Zion is laid deſolate, like the Church of old, Pſal. lxxx.

12, 13, 14. 2. Hence we may be informed what dread

ful Guilt there lies at the Door of pretended Presbyterian

Miniſters in particular, above others in this corrupted Age,

who cannot deny but that we are the Offspring of Apo

fates, neither can they prove that ever either we or ourFa

thers have returned from this Apoſtaſy ſince our holy Co

- - Wenants

-
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Yenants were deceitfully broken; yet altho' they well know

that this awful Sword of Apoſtaſy has been raging in this

Realm above fourſcore Years, few or almoſt none of them

have ever to this Day ſet the Trumpet to their Mouths

faithfully to warn poor Souls,of this Soul-murthering, God

Provoking, and God-dethroning Sword; yea, inſtead of

Warning of their People of this, whatever Light any of their

earers obtains either by ancient Writings or otherwiſe,

of this Sword; they are unweariedly induſtrious Night and

Pay, to put that Light out, by Sophiſtry, and perverting

of God’s infallible word, if poſſibly they can; and hence it

will be found, that almoſt the Univerſality of the pretended

Watchmen in this declining Age, are guilty of the Blood of

$9tals, Ezek. iii. 17, 18. Ezek. xxxiii. z. to the 10th verſe,

Iſº. lvi. 10, 11, 12. Iſa. ix, 15, 16. Hoſea v. 1. 2. Uſe,

There is juſt Ground to lament, that Perſons in all Ranks

and Stations, are ſo far from exciting one another to join our

ſelves to the Lord in a perpetual Covenant; that almoſt

every one in his Station, according to his Capacity, appears

evidently to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to mar and hin

der one another in this greatPuty of National Covenanting,

or of a renewing of the ſame; which Tears of Blood are too

little to lament for this terrible and grievousDefečtion. Oh!

have we not juſt Cauſe to join with the Prophet, jer. ix.

1, 2, 3. 3. This unqueſtionably is the Day of jacob’s

Trouble, and a Day in which he is very ſmall 5 very few

lying all Night between the Porch and the Altar, and crying,

Lord ' wilt thou not ſpare a Remnant : Lord! how longſhaā,

it be ſo . When wilt ibou return unto theſe Deſolations; and

beautiff Zion with thine own gracious Preſence, and let thy

Prieff; he cloathed with Truth and Righteouſneſs, that tºy

Saints may ſhout for joy. Uſe 3. With which the Sermon was

concluded, was an Exhortation to this long neglećted Duty

of exciting one another, to join ourſelves to theLord in a per

petual Covenant not to be forgotten, which might be en

forced by many Motives. 1. From the Lawfulneſs of Cove

nanting perſonally, family and national, as hath been prov

ed. 2. From the Neceſſity of exciting one another to this Du

ty; we being all in a great Meaſure Strangers to it, and

very backward to ſuch a ſublime Work, 3. From the great

Difficulty

s

i
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*

Difficulty of rightly entring into Covenant with the Lord

or a renewing of our Covenant. 4. trom the Example of

the People of God in our Text and Context. 5. From

the Becomingneſs of the Thing, for Chriſtians to be excit

ing one another to Duties.

it is neceſſary to acquaint the Reader here, that at the

Renewal of theſe holy Covenants there was only one Mini

fter or Preacher, and he only recovering out of great Sick

neſs; ſo through bodily Weakneſs, frequent Unwellneſs

and Multiplicity of Buſineſſes, could not write but very

ſhort and imperfect Notes of the Sermons preached at that

Occaſion, and ſome Note: that were written were loft;

and thus you have but ſome Hints of two of the Sermons

which were then preached; and no more is here deſigned

to give, than Hints of them, and theſe moſtly depending

upon the Memory; ſo that there may be ſome Things here

which were not then ſpoken, and many not here which were

ſpoken. ,

But to proceed in the Narration: After Prayer, and

ſinging a Part of a Pſalm again, the Confeſſion of Sins and

Engagement to Duties, the Teſtimony and the Covenants

were publickly read; and as to the Confeſſion of Sins, and

Engagement to Duties, we do not imagine, that we

have particularized every Sin that we are guilty of, or

every Duty that we are bound to perform ; but we

have mentioned ſuch publick Sins and Duties as did then oc

cur to our Minds, which both we and others were guilty

of, and bound to, beſides that Confeſſion of Sins and Engage

ment to Duties contained in our Weiminſler Confeſſion of

‘Faith. Again, as to our Teſtimony, although it may appear

ftrange in this declining Age, yet we don’t ſuppoſe that a

ny Part of it will be found inconſiſtent with the Word of

God, or with the faithful Teſtimonies of the witneſſing

Remnant: . The Lawfulneſs of holding or lifting up a Teſ:

timony againſt the Abominations of the Age and Place in

which we live, is proved from God's Word, Rev. xii. 11.

...And they overcame by the Blood of the Lamb, and by the Word.

of their Teſtimony, and they loved not their Lives unto the

12eath. A faithful Teſtimony is two-fold; a witneſſing a

gainſt prevailing corruptiº, and for the Cauſe of God.

The
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The Time when there is a Neceſſity for thoſe that would

be faithful to God, and to their Generation, to lift up their

united Teſtimony, is, when Error and Immorality over

ſpread both Church and State ; that their very Conſtituti.

on is corrupted, or when the Generality of the Members of

Judicatories either Civil or Eccleſiaſtical are corrupted, that

they ſhut the Doors of their Judicatures againſt the right

Exerciſe of Government; in ſuchTimes and Circumſtances

there is no other Method for the ſmalleſt Number to be

faithful to God and the Generation, but by joining and lift

and for the right Regulation ofJudicatures, 1. That when

the very Conſtitution of Judicatures is corrupted, and it is

but in vain to uſe any other Method than lifting a publick

Teſtimony againſt them, by the ſmalleft Number, is plain

from the Word of God, job.xiv. 4. Who can bring a clean

Thing out of an unclean not one. James iii. 11, #2. Now

that the very Conſtitution of Judicatures is corrupted, he

that runs may read it, and from a corrupt Fountain nothing

but corrupt Streams can flow ; for the Effett can never be

more noble than its Cauſe. 2. where the Generality of

the Members of Judicatures are corrupted, there is no or

ther Method can rightly be uſed but by teſtifying againſt

them in a ſeparate Way. Titus iii. 16. A Man that is an

Heretick, after the firſt and ſecºnd Admonition, reješ.2

Theſſ. iii. 6. Such" Perſons will not give Ear, nor; ſuffer

themſelves to be reclaimed, but ſhutting the Doors of their

Judicatures againſt all Supplications or Entreaties for their

Reformation; mocking, deriding and abuſing of the Preſent

ers of them; it appears plain, that there is a loudCry at this

Day tor faithful Teſtimonies againſt the abounding Cor

ruptions. As to the Covenants there is no material Alte

ration made; for only the Names of ſeveral Ranks of Peo

ple that did not join with us in the Renewal, and Names

of Places were left out, not as ſome People imagine, to cut

them out of the Covenants or any Obligation to them, but

only to diſcover, that ſuch did not join with us in the Re

newal of the Covenants, although we are far from imagin

ing but it was their Duty as well as ours. As to the ſupreme

‘Magiſtrate, we have writ in the Margin our Minds. 3:
- - - - o:
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ing up a Teſtimony againſt the Corruptions that abound ; ;
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Covenants were renewed by ſolemn Swearing to them, with

an uplifted Hand to Almighty God: During the Time of

reading the TeRimony, and Renewal of the Covenants,

the Sword was drawn: About this there are many

Conjećtures; ſome imagine that the Sword was drawn for

fear of Man, but this is certainly falſe; again, ſome pre

tend that it was drawn in Rebellion, and ſuch like Notions;

but theReaſon of theSword's being drawn at that Time,was,

1. Becauſe no War is proclaimed without a drawn Sword,

and there is no Reaſon that this ſhould be ſingular in this

particular. 2. Becauſe our renowned Anceſtors were con

frained to draw the Sword in-the Defence of their own

Lives, ānd for their maintaining of a true Presbyterian co

venanted Reformation. On the Account of this alone, to

wit, their adhering unto a true Presbyterian Reformation,

they were perſecuted by thatcruelTyrant Charles the ſecond,

by taking away their Lives, if they would not forſake their

Religion, and turn with the Tyrant; and they chooſed ra

ther to draw the Sword in Defence of their Lives and their

*

Religion, than to relinquiſh their Religion: And our draw

ing the Sword, is to teſtify to the World, that we are one

in Judgment with them, and that we are to this Day wil

ling to maintain the ſame defenſive War in defending our

Religion and ourſelves againſt all Oppoſers thereof, altho’

the Defence of theſe ſhould coſt us our Lives, or anyThing

that is moſt dear to us; and this we have ſufficient Warrant

for, Pſal. xciy. 16. Who will riſe up for me againſ the Evil

doers ? Or who will ſtand up for me againſt the Workers of I

niquity ? If theſe be not Evil-doers, who puniſh Perſons

for adhering to the true Cauſe of God, we know not who

are, Matth. x. 28. And fear not them which kill the Body,

but are not able to kill the Soul ; but rather fear him which is

able to deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hell. Luke xxii. 36.

And be that hath no Sword, let him ſell his Garment and bay

ene. Aćts iv. 19, 20. Rev. xii. ii. The 3d Reaſon why

the Sword was drawn at that Time, was, becauſe it 'hath

been the Praćtice of the faithful witneſſing Remnant, to re

new the Covenants with a drawn Sword, and we are com

manded to follow the Footſteps of the Flock, Cant. i. 8.

Welookupon thoſe who*::: unto Blood,airies-sº
2 *
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Sin, to be the only true Flock of Chriſt in their Day; and

as ſuch we deſire to follow their Example in this. This

War is not offenſive, but defenſive; not for falling upon

Perſons te take away their Lives, but a defending our Re

ligion and ourſelves from all unjuſt Aſſaultsof others; which,

is allowable unto every Creature that hath Life.

Head IV. Some Remarks are to be made upon the fol

lowing Pamphlets: 1ſt, Upon that Piece, (entituled, The

JDeclaration of the Presbyteries of New Brunſwick and New

Caſtle:). Remark 1. By this Piece the Weſtminſler Confeſ

'ſion of Faith is ridiculed and ſlighted ; which appears. 1.

From their aſſerting in the Eighth Page, “That no Part of

* the Twenty third Chapter of the Confeſſion of Faith is to

* be underſtood as oppoſite to the memorable Revolution,

* and the Settlement of the Crown of the three Kingdoms

* in the illuſtrious Houſe of Hannover.” And hence it is

evident, that no Part of the Twenty-third Chapter of the

Confeſſion of Faith, is to be taken as it is; for every Para

graph of this Chapter is direétly oppoſite in plain Words to

the Settlement of the Crown in the Way and Manner that

it was then done; In the firſt Paragraph it is ſaid, that

2Magiſtrates are for the Glory of God and the publick Good,

for the Defence and Encouragement of them that are good,

tºo. And neither of which can be ſaid, according to God's

Word, that Settlement is ; it being Prelacy, the known

Inventions of Men. In the ſecond Paragraph 'tis ſaid, they

ought eſpecially to maintain Piety and Juſtice, &c. And what

Agreement is betwixt thisand theSacrāmental Teſt,that pre

tended Liberty of Conſcience,and the like, let him that runs

read. In the I hird Paragraph it is ſaid of Civil Rulers, that

it is their Duty to preſerve Unity and Peace in the Church,

that the Truths of God be kept pure and entire ; that all

Blaſphemy and Herefies be ſuppreſſed, all Corruptions and

Abuſes in Worſhip and Diſcipline be prevented or reform

ed: If theſe Things are not oppoſite to the Settlement

in that Houſe, it is hard to tell what is oppoſite. In the laſt,

Paragraph it is ſaid, that infidelity or Difference in Reli

ion doth not make void, &c. By the Settlement of the

3rown, no true Presbyterian can be admitted to it; and

in ſhort, no other Perſon but epiſcopal Perſons alone; which

proves
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proves to a Demonſtration, that Prelacy is the Claim of

Right to the Throne ; that is, without profeſſingEpiſcopacy,

no Perſon can be admitted there, let their Rights or ºuali

fications be what they will: This Sentence is frequently

advanced as a Reaſon for Subjećtion unto the preſent pre

tended Magiſtrates; but according to the Claim of Right,

it can be no Reaſon; becauſe by it not only Infidels, but alſo

all Perſons of whatſoever Perſwaſion,exceptepiſcopals,have

nóAcceſs to theThrone; and thus it overthrows thisReaſon;

for if no Perſon have Acceſs to the Throne but Epiſcopals,

which is undeniable, then no Perſon can be a Magiſtrate

without either being of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion, or that

complies there with by their subječtion to Prelatical Laws.

If no Part of this Chapter is to be underſtood oppoſite to

the Revolution and the Settlement of the Crown in that

Houſe, how can any of the Chapters be oppoſite : For

it is probable, that there is no Oppoſition or Claſhing of one

Chapter againſt or with another. So there is a manifeſt

Overthrowing of all the Thirty three Chapters, and an aw

ful Slur caſt upon that worthy Aſſembly that profeſs'd that

they had caſt off Prelacy, and turned from it. Yet if this

Declaration be right, they have only drawn up Articles of .

Faith agreeable to Prelacy, or at beft one Chapter, which

either muſt agree with the reſt or elſe claſh with them, ei

ther of which to charge upon ſuch a Venerable Aſſembly,

ſeems a very bold Attempt. 2. That the Weſtminſter Con

feſſion of Faith is ridiculed and ſlighted by this Declaration,

appears further from the Words in the 11th Page, with

ſome in the 12th, which are ſuch as theſe ; ‘Only we would

* not be underſtood to mean as if every particular Direčti

* on and Circumſtance contained therein were of neceſ

‘ſary Obligation upon us, as that for Inſtance, we muſt

‘ always begin publick Worſhip firſt with Prayer, much

* leſs that we can now pray for the ſame afflićted Queen of

* Bohemia, &c.’ 'Tis obſervable, that in the 11th Page

they acknowledge, that the Direáory direčis to the right

Manner of performing the publick worſhip, and yet here

denies that this is binding on them; which appears ſtrange,

that the right Manner of performing publick Worſhip

ſhould not be binding on them; it ſeems as if they allowed
themſelves
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themſelves to be wrong; which doth not agree with Gods

lineſs. Again, it is a vilifying of the Aſſembly, plainly inti

mating, that they ſpent Time in vain, giving needleſs Di

\reàions; and a ready Method to cauſe Perſons to ſlight -

their Labour. As to the praying for the afflićted Queen

of Bohemia, there ſeems to be a Parallel of thisin the ſacred

Records, Epheſ, vi. 19. And for me, &c. Can any be ſo

extravagant as to ſuppoſe, that becauſe Paul is now dead,

that this Part of the ſacred Records is loſt; and not bind

ing npon us? Or, that we are obliged to pray for the dead P

Surely either of theſe would be a groſs Abuſe of the hely

Word of God: The plain Meaning muſt be, that this is a

Command for us to pray for ſuch as are faithful Miniſters,

as he was: So in the Infiance above,if we know ofany truly

reforming or truly reformed Queen or Queens, we are di

rećted to pray for her or them in their Afflićtion in parti

cular. Again in the ſame 12th Page, they ſay, “We do

• not ſee why Perſons of Quality ſhould on that Account be

* exempted from performing of the Worſhip of God them

* ſelves in their own Families, more than others.” Confeſ

ſion of Faith, Page 393, is this, It being always free for Per

ſons of Quality to entertain one approved by the Presbytery, for

performing Family Exerciſe, in other Families where the Head

of the Family is not fit. Again, in the Declaration in the

ſame Page, “And the Meeting of Perſons of divers Fami

* lies therein diſapproved, are not to be underſtood of pri

* vate Societies, &c. Confeſſion of Faith, in the foreſaid

Page, At Family Worſhip a ſpecial Care is to be had thateach

Family keep by themſelves. Let the unprejudiced Reader

conſider, what Ground there was for ſuch Explications, or

rather a perverting of the Direčtory, and ſee if the Whole

of this Declaration be not a plain Ridiculing of the Confeſ.

ſion of Faith, and endeavouring to render it Odious in the

Eyes of the People; and Oh! how contrary is this to the

Duty of faithful Presbyterian Miniſters: 3. knows they

may bluſh to aſſume the Name of Presbyterian Miniſters.

2d Remark, is the direčt Contradićtion in this Declarati

on to itſelf; in the 8th Page, theyplainly aſſert, that no Part

of the 23d Chapter ſhall be underſtood as oppoſite to the Re

volution, and to the Settlement of theCrown in theHouſe of

- -
Hannover ;,

1.

º
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|

Hanover ; and in the ſame Page they aſſert, that Jeſus

Chriſt is the alone King,Head and Lawgiver of his Church,

which is his peculiar, ſpiritual and free Kingdom, ſo as none

have Authority and Right to give Laws and Ordinances to

his Church, as ſuch, but himſelf only. 1. From this it is

evident as any Thing can be by Words, that theſe pretend

ed Presbyteries fled faſtly adhere unto, and are a Part of

the Revolution Church; the abominable State of which,

the Contrariety of its State unto the State of the true re

formed Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and the Reaſons

why true Presbyterians ſhould ſeparate from this Revoluti

on Church, we refer the Reader unto a Book, (intituled,

The plain Reaſons for a true Diſcovery of theſe Things.) 2.

The direčt Oppoſition of theſe Sentences appears in

this ; the one aſſerts that Jeſus Chriſt alone is the Head

and Law giver of the Church; the other, altho’ not inex

preſs Words, yet in Subſtance, that the Supreme Magiſtrate

is Head and Lawgiver to the Church; for, according to

the Settlement of the Crown in the "Houſe of Hanover,

it is ſo, as is undeniable from the Coronation Oath of Wil

liam Henry, and from the 37th Article of the Church of

England's Faith ; and agreeable to theſe they have inſti

tuted Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and many other Orders, of

their own Invention, kneeling at the Sacrament, croſſing

in Baptiſm, Prayers, Chriſtmaſs, the Sacramental Teſt,

Tythes, Oaths, and Abundance of other Things. This

palpable Claſhing of Sentences muſt of neceſſity flow from

one of theſe Things; either, 1ſt, From profound Ignorance

ofthe real Diſtinčtion and plain Difference between the

State of this Revolution Church, and the State of the true.

reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland. Or, 2d, from

dreadful Sophiftry, by mingling of Prelacy and Eraſtianiſm

with the true Presbyterian reformed Religion; that by this

Mixture, Antichriſt's Wares may ſell the better, and that

| People may thereby be blindfolded, and continue in their

State of Apoſtaſy; either of which Kind of Teachers is aw

ful, Matth. xv. 14. And if the Blind lead the Blind, both

Jhall fall into the Ditch. Col. ii. 8, Beware leff any Man ſpoil

you through Philoſophy and vain Deceit, after the Traditions

of Men. 2dly, Sqme Remarks upon a Satyr, term’d,

- Animad

*
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Animadverſions on Mr. Craighead’s Reaſons of receding from

the judicatories of this Church, by Mr. Samuel Blair. Re

mark iſ?, in general upon the Piece; and ( 1) the Author

hath not uſed common Manners in his Performance, had his

Writing been of the moſt ruſtick Perſon in the Province ;

this is ſo evident through the whole Piece, that any Perſon

that hath common Senſe maw eaſily perceive it 5 but this

perhaps may be owing to the Badneſs of his Cauſe, or ſome

thing worſe; and much leſs hath Mr. Blair wrote in a Chriſ.

tian Manner, Mat. v. 22. But I ſay, unto you, that whoſo

ever is angry with his Brother without a Cauſe, ſhall be in dan

ger of the judgment ; and whoſoever ſhall ſay to his Brother,

Raca, ſhall be in danger of the Council, but whoſoever ſhall

ſay, Thou Fool, ſhall be in danger of Hell fire. Although he

ſpeaks of the Meekneſs and Gentleneſs of Chriſt, yet how

little does his Writing ſavour of it, but rather of that

Warmneſs of Spirit which he ſpeaks againſt. (2) Mr. Blair

ſays frequently, that Mr. Craighead's Reaſons are ground

leſs, altho’ they include in them a Teſtimony for the Preſ

byterian reformed Religion, adiſcovery that the veryFoun

dation of the Church in theſe Parts is corrupt, and proved

to be ſo, by their own Aćts and Scripture, and yet not one

Word advanced to prove them groundleſs, either from the

word of God or from any Part of the Confeſſion of Faith,

except ſome few Words out of the Direčtory, which are on

ly brought for the Vindication ofone of their Number,but

only his Say...ſo to plove all, which 'tis too manifeſt, thatMr.

Blair knows, that many People take his Word, inflead of

the word of God; which implicit Faith may paſs amongſt

Papiſts that are bound to believe what the Prieſt faith;

but 'tis very oppoſite to that which the Spirit of God com:

mends the Bereans for, when they had an inſpired Apoſtle

preaching to them, Aës, Avii. 19.11. It is, very awful
when Perſon's Say foes paſſes current for Proof; and it e.

vinceth either the Weakneſs of the Perſon, or the Unſound

neſs and Rottenneſs of the Cauſe, that it wiłł not bear the

Touch.ſtone of God's Word to prove it by, 3d. Remark,

is Mr. Blai,’s Vindication of Errors, or his endeavourin

to do ſo; as for Inſtance, his endeavouring to vindicate

thoſe Ads of a pretended Synod in his Piece: Now ſpeak.

" * , - ing
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ing of which, by many People were ſo abhorred for their

Erroneouſneſs, that the were ready to leave thoſe that

they had owned for their Miniſters, until the pretended

Synod was conſtrained to do ſomething to pacify the Peº

pie; although what was done, was nothing but a blind old

ing of them. Again, his vindicating of that erroneous Piece,

termed theirDeclaration; and that Piece he wrote invindi:

cation of Mr. Whitefield'sérrors, many of which he confeſſed

himſelf to be Errors. Many other Infiances might be given

of his Endeavours to cover or vindicate Errors, which is

exceedingly diſmal. 4th, Remarks upon particular Places.

And 1ſt. Upon ſome Places that appear to be falſe: (1)

Page 7th, whereas he declared to the World in the moſt

open and publick Manner, that he ſeparated himſelf from

us, before ever he gave the Presbytery the leaſt Account

that he had any ſuch Thingin his Thought. All the Ground

that we know of that Mr. Blair hath for this Aſſertion, is,

becauſe Mr. Craighead did not go to his Sacrament that

Year; and we have equal Ground with him upon this Ac

count, to aſſert, that he ſeparated from us the Year before,

who was not with us at our Sacrament: But this would be

but a falſe Foundation to build the Aſſertion upon in either

Sides. But that this Aſſertion is entirely falſe, is plain,

by Mr. Craighead's giving in the Reaſons of his withdraw

ing from the Presbytery,and that he was not ſeparated from

them; for if ſo, to what Purpoſe would it be to have given

Reaſons for that which was done already ? Nav, if he had

28tually ſeparated from them as unſound, what had they to

do to receive his Reaſons? Or how could he have offer

td the Reaſons to them, much leſs propoſe Terms to them,

with his Reaſons of Re-union with them 2 (2.) Mr. Blair

ſays, Page 12. ſpeaking of the Civil Magiſtrate, “But that

he may puniſh Perſons merely for entertaining erroneous

Principles, is a groundleſs, unreaſonable Notion.” Here

is a wonderful criticiſing upºn a word which it will in no

wife bear; for a Perſon cannot be known to Men, that he

is erroneous, unleſs he diſcover it either by word. Profeſ.

fion or Pračtice: And it is manifeff, both bv. the wordscit

£d in the 8th Page of the Preface, àrd from the A&iffif.

| in the 7th Page, that it is the profeſfing of Errors that is

- P -

intend
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intended by what is ſaid. But this is much like the falſe

Gloſs that the Author puts upon many Things. Beſides

his endeavouring to vindicate that erroneous A&t of the

pretended Synod, as he did Mr. Whitefield's Errors, Mr.

Blair ſaith, Page 23. And that he will be accountable to

no ſuperior Judicatory on Earth. That is direétly falſe; for

never ſuch a Word hath he written, ſpoken, or come into

his Thought; but the Reverſe is Truth, to wit, That we

look upon ourſelves, all of us, accountable to any faith

ful Judicature ſuperior to a Seſſion of the true re

formed and covenanted Presbyterian Church of Scotland, or

any Part of it; and ſhould look upon it as a great Privilege

to enjoy the Opportunity of any ſuch Judicatory, 26th

Page. The Author ſaith, It is falſe in Fáčt, that the Ge.

nerality of Miniſters and People took theſeOaths that were

impoſed in King Charles 2d's Time. This indeed looks

ſomething arrogant like, for a Perſon to aſſert a Faſſhood

on another, without any Ground or Shadow of Proof: Tis

admirable what all this proceeds from' But ’tis too plain,

that neither good Manners, good Parts, orTruth, is regard

‘ed; to wit, That what the Author aſſerted was falſe, ap

pears from Mr. Wodrow’s Hiſtory, which he hath had the

Opportunity of Vol. 1, pag. 22, 23. concerning the Oath

of Allegiance; pag. 26. of an Inſtrument affertory of the

King's Prerogative, pag. 278. of the Bond of Peace, this

generally ſigned ; pag. 287. and 368. of the Indulgence :

Appendix, pag. 124. of the Oath of Supremacy; pag. 173,

174, of a Bond concerning Wives, Children and Servants,

and Cottars : Pal. 2. pag. 193, 194, of another Oath;

pºg. 435, of the Oath of Abjuration, and another Command 3

for taking it, pag. 476, and 495. Perſons were condemn

ed to die for refuſing the Oath of Allegiance, Supremacy

and Abjuration. , Hence you may perceive, that not only .

the Generality of Perſons and in all Ranks teok theſe Oaths,

Inſtruments, Tefis, Bonds, but almoſt the Univerſality of

Perſons, except ſuch as oppoſed them, all which were but

few in Number in reſpect of Compliers, 5th, Mr. Blair

faith, page 33. ‘If Mr. Craighead ſo ſwears to the Dircóło- 'º

* rv, he muſt pray.for all in Authority, eſpecially for the

( I. J .

* King's Majeſty, &c.’ This doth not appear like Truth,
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(1.) Becauſe the Directory muſt agree with the Covenants,

they being received by the ſame Aſſembly that compoſed it:

Thé Covenants expreſly bind People to Magiſtrates in De

fence of the true reformed Presbyterian Religion, and not

to the oppoſite of it. (2.) Bécauſe there is no Parallel be

tween the Perſons which uſed Authority then, and now ;

for they were then only endeavouring to bring in Prelacy,

and vigorouſly oppoſed ; and now it is eſtabliſhed by a Law,

on the Ruins of a Presbyterian Religion: There is alſo a

| wide Difference in the Rights to ruſe, and in their Quali

º

fications to rule. , 6tb, Page 35. “How unjuſt is it in Mr.

* Craighead to talk at this Rate, as if we denied Part of

“ the Confeſſion of Faith, &c.” That they do deny Part of

the Confeſſion of Faith, their own Declaration and their

publick Aéts doth evidence, And in the ſame Page, Mr.

Blair ſaith, “And he knoweth that we maintain and preach

the true Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, &c.’ Had Mr. Blair ſaid,

| He knew that they maintain ſome Goſpel Truths, and

preached from the Word of God ſometimes, which is true

in itſelf, we could agree in this, but not as he writes; for

'tis evident, that they maintain many Errors, ſuch as, their

Terms of Communion, and others: Things in many of their

Sermons are, falſe, as is too evident; as for Inſtance, ſeveral

| Things in two Sermons at Whiteclay-creek, one at Poque,

another at Paxton, and the frequent explaining the firſt

Part of the xiii Chapter of the Romans. 7th, In the 26th

Page, he ſaith, ‘ One that will ſay this, for any Thing he

* knew, he may ſay any. Thing that’s contrary to all Expe

‘ rience.’ Let any unprejudiced Perſon conſider how ill

this Paſſage agrees with the Word of God, and how much

it looks like a direčt Contradićtion of the Words of Chriſt

| Jeſus, Matth. xxiii. 29. to the 37 Verſe. The Phariſees

pretended Love to the holy Prophets, by building their

Tombs: So the pretended Presbyterians, they pretend

Love to the Martyrs and covenanted Cauſe, by profeſſing

that they were right in dying for it, and that it is agree

able to God’s Word; yet never employed Pea nor Tongue

in the Vindication of it: . But both are employed in Oppo

| ſition of it, as is undeniable from the Piece before me, and

from the Sermons mentioned, and many others. (2.) The

D 2 Phari
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Phariſees ſay, If they had been in the Days of their Fathers,

they would not have been Partakers with them in the Blood of

the Prophets. Our Author ſays, Do we ſwear that the King

is the only ſupreme Judge in all Cauſes? Do we ſubjećt our

ſelves to be governed by Dioceſan Biſhops in our miniferial

ffice? He might have added, Do we ſhed the Blood of the

Covenanters Mr. Blair cannot have juſt Ground to denyi

that he and the Generality of his Aſſociates are the Children

of them that did all theſe Things; or hath he or any of his

Adheients forſaken that ſame Courſe of Apoſtaſy, Perjury,

Blood guiltineſs and Backſliding, that their Forefathers

walked in when theſe Things were done?. Again, Mr.

Blair and his Adherentsown Subjećtion to the Perſon that

is ſworn to be the ſupreme Judge of all Cauſes Civil and

Eccleſiaſtick, and joins with them many Ways which have

aćtually ſworn ſo, they join in Subjećtion to them, Confe

deracy with them, in praying for them, and in endeavour

ing to windicate their Right to exerciſe Power, and the

Goodneſs of the Exerciſe. . How this agrees with 2 Chron.

xix. 2, the judicious Reader may judge, and whether, ac

cording to the Law of God and Mán, there is much Differ

ence between Mr. Blair, his Adherents, and thoſe that did

ſwear all theſe Things. Again, Mr. Blair cannot on any

good Ground deny, that Dioceſan Biſhops have a great

Hand in the Government of the Realm; and if he ſhould,

that common Proverb proves it, No Biſhop, no King. Now,

that all theMembers ofthe pretended Presbyteries of New

Brunſwick and Newcaſtle, that call themſelves Miniſters, do

fubmit their Miniſtry to the aboveſaid Government, their

ewn Declaration is a certain Propf of. Again, it cannot be

denied on any juſt Ground, that ſome who join with Mr.

..Blair, that are under the Charatter of Miniſters, Magiſ

trates and common People, who have uſed ne ſmall Endea

vours to incenſe and exaſperate thoſe that have theManage

ment of the Government in their Hands, againſt thoſe

that only profeſs the true Presbyterian reformed and cove

manted Religion, and that only approve of that Pračtice

which is agreeable thereto, and conformable to the ſame.

If the Truth of this be called in Yueflion, the Name of not

the

a few of the Perſons that have doſe ſo can be produced, and
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the Perſons with whom they have dealt for this End. Now,

it is difficult to tell how ſuch Perſons in their Stations can

come nearer to the ſhedding of our Blood, until they come

to the A&tion itſelf; the Want of which is evident to a De

monitration, is not for Want of Will to do it, but for Want

of Power, Permiſſion oropportunity: But Glory for ever to

our glorious King and Law-giver, that hath taught ſome

of us to hold our Lives beyond the utmoſt Line of any crea

ted Being, and not to fear them that kill the Body. May

the bleſled God forgive theſe unhappy Creatures, ard con

vince them of their Sin. 8th, Mr. Blair faith, page 44.

* Only that I know,Mr. Craighead ſaw thisBxplication loag

* before he publiſhed theſe his Reaſons.” Mr. Blair had

need to comment on this Paſſage,to keep it from downright

claſhing with what he ſaid corcerning Mr. Craighead's Se

paration, page 7. for there he faith, That in the moſt open

and publick Manner he had ſeparated from them, when

Mr. Craighead had only not gone to his Sacrament. And

i. he aſſerts, That he had ſeen the Explication long before

he publiſhed his Reaſons; whereas the Truth is, that the .

Reaſons were publickly read before the Presbytery, ſuch

as it was, and left amongſt them, either a Day or two, be

fore Mr. Craighcad heard or ſaw the Explication, to the

beſt of his Memory:And, if that was not apubliſhing of them,

it is wonderful, unleſs it muſt paſs like many Things elſe,

that they were not publiſhed, becauſe Mr. Blair ſays ſo,

which is a very lender Proof, when his Say-ſoes evidently

contradićt one another, altho’, upon a Review of the Re

marks made upon Mr. Gilbert Tennent's Letter, we find no

juſt Ground to juſtify them, they favouring too much of

Grace being the proper Terms of Communion ; which is

agreeable unto that corrupt Principle that we have imbib

ed, and too long continued ir. 3dly, Some Remarks upon

a Preface emitted by Mr. Samuel Finlay, in a Boºk con

cerning the Moravians, Remark 1. Page 4th, Here is

‘ one who finds not half the Deſight and Pleaſure in the

* whole Syſtem of Divine Revelation, as in one ſingle con

* tº overted Point, viz. of the SolemnLeague andCost n int.”

(1.) This is exceeding raſh judging, very contrary to º
- - * WOI
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word ofGod, Matth. vii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, (2.) It is a noto

rious Falſhood, which the holy God and ſeveral of our own

Souls are Witneſſes unto. Had the Author in this the com

mon Exerciſe of Reaſon, he would have been afraid to ut

ter ſuch a bold and preſumptuous Aſſertion; for cer

tainly, at beft he hath aſſerted that, which, if it were true,

none but God alone could determine, who only knows the

Secrets of all Hearts; which diſcovers the Aſſertion to be

very ridiculous, and, upon a right reflex Thought, cannot

but appear unto the Author himſelf to be a manifeſt Falſ.

hood. Remark 2. is of that odious, groundleſs and direét

ly untrue Compariſon uſed by the Author in Page 4, 5, 6.

betwixt true Presbyterians and the Moravians. That it

is no leſs than what is ſaid, the Author himſelf undeniably

proves, Page 3. ‘But ket none mifiake me, as if Uſet the

* Moravians and thoſe who infift on the Covenants on the

* ſame Level in every Thing, or that real Chriſtians can as

* readily be on one Side as the other: No, the latter have

* infinitely the Preference, becauſe they hold the Truth of

* Religion; but the Moravians corrupt it wholly.” Let the .

Reader pauſe a little here, and confider, if the Author

hath not plainly laid himſelf open to that Doom, Luke xii.

47. And that Servant which knew his Lord’s Will, and pre

pared not himſelf, neither did according to his Will, ſhall be

beaten with many Stripes. It is very wonderful how the

bleſſed God over-rules Perſons, whoſe plain Deſign is to

overturn the Cauſe of God, and yet ſometimes are extorted

to witneſs for God againſt themſelves; as is evidently the

Caſe of the Author, who hath clearly aſſerted, that the Co

venanters hold the Truth of Religion without Reſerve,

whereas he, againſt his own Light, diſcovered by his Ac

knowledgment, oppoſeth and ridiculeth this very Religion,

comparing the Moravians and the Profeſſors of it together.

How ill this Pračtice doth agree with jude 3. It was need

ful for me to write untoyou, 4nd exhort yºu, that ye ſhould

earneffly contend for the Faith which was once delivered unto

tºe Saints. Remark 3. the Author aſſerts, Page 6, 7.

* That the Grounds of Mr. Craigheads Separation are ſuch

* as the Scripture will not warrant a Separation upon.”

This he doth not prove by any Scripture, or any Thing º
- - 1S
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his Say-ſo; which, alas ! too evidently appears to be of no

great Value. That there was juſt enough Ground of Sepa

ration, appears from the Treatment that Perſons met with,

merely for endeavouring to vindicate a true reformed Re

ligion, and to prevail with them to comply with it. Moſt

in the Province have heard the Epithets Perſons have had

given them on this Account, ſuch as, Diviſive Perſons, Mar

rers of the Work of Grace,and ſuch like: which are a plain

Proof, that the Doors of the pretended Eccleſiaſtical Judica

tories are faſt ſhut againſt any Thing like a true Réforma

tion of the Church, and that ſhe is fundamenta}ly corrupted,

and that, while ſhe remains ſo, there is no other Method

that is in the Power of the ſmalleft Number to do, agree

able to the Word of God, and the true covenanted reform

ed Presbyterian Rules, but by withdrawing or receding

from this Harlot Church. See the Informatory Vindication,

Head 4th, and the Book termed the Plain Reaſons. Remark

4. Page 7. he hath ſet the Caſe in ſuch an unfair Light, yea

falſe Light, &c. If ſuch an Accuſation be juſt, when the

. Author doth not givethe leaſt Infance or Proofof the Caſe

being perverted, let the judicious and impartial Reader

judge, or how little Weight ſhould begiven te ſuch Aſſer-.

tions, 1 Tim. v. 19. Remark 5. faith Page 7. ſpeaking of

Chriſt's Croſs, “His is made ready to my Hand.” The Au

thor might be asked, Whether that did not look like a Croſs

that was made to his Hand, when he was flopt in the Exer

ciſe of the Miniſtry until he took an Oath? Can any ſay,

that this was a Croſs of the Author’s own making? Or a-.

gain, Can any ſay, that it was no Croſs, if he was truly ,

preaching Chrift, and could not have Leave to continue

therein without taking the Oath 2 Which appears to be

the Caſe by his own Report. Now the Queſtion is, Whe

ther, according to the Author's own words, in deſcribing”

, theCroſs of Chrift, that was not the Croſsof Chriſt to which -

he had nothing to do but take it up 2 Surely it looked very

like the Croſs of Chrift, altho’ he found a Method to

eſcape it; wet not to the Glory of God, nor his own, Mat.

x. 39. He that findeth his Life ſhall loſe it. Whether the

Fear of Man did not prevail above the Fear of God, in that

Affair, the Reader may judge. Remark 6. The "...i.
* * - oaſis
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boaſts much, Page 8. That he hath drawn the Sword, &c.

1t appears, that the Author hath not well remembred,

i Kings xx. 1 W. Let not him that girdeth on his Harneſs, boaſt

himſelf as he that putteth it off. 'Tis too common for young

Soldiers to brag of their Valour, before they well know

what they are about; which is ſmall Prudence : There is

little Ground of boaſting of a drawn Sword, when the Point

thereof is turned in towards the Bowels of the Perſon that

wears it. If the Author will boaſt ofſuch an Exploit, that

he hath girded on his Sword, and reſolves to continue the

Combat, altho’ it is turned to his own Bowels, let him re

member ſtill, that Self-murder of all Murder is the worſt.

4thly, Some Remarks upon a ſmall Piece, intituled. The Exa

miner examined, by Mr. Gilbert Tennent. Remark I. Page

12o. Mr. Tennent faith, “My Soul abhors the ſordid Mear

-* neſs and contraćtedViews of Bigotry andPartyZeal. If Mr.

Tennent,by Partyzeal, underſtands the making of Faëtions or

Parties, in Oppoſition to the trueCauſe of God, that his soul

ſhould abhor; this is very agreeable to theWord of God,from

Rom. xvi. 17. Mark them which cauſe Diviſion and Offences,

contrary to the Dottrine which ye have learned,and avoid them:

But if he means, any Party, tho’ right and honeſt to the

Cauſe of God, ſeparating themſelves from all Churches

thit are fundamentally corrupted, as hath been proven that

the pretended PresbyterianChurch in theſeparts is, and that

they zealouſly contend and ſtrive to maintain and uphold

that Party, tho’ never ſo ſmall, and oppoſe all other Partiés

without Exception ; to ſay, that his Soul abhors ſuch a Par

ty, which appears to be his Meaning, he may as well ſay,

His Soul abhors Obedience to God's Commands; for as theſe

is but one true Church, ſo we are commanded to contend

earneſtly for the Faith once delivered unto the Saints, Jude 3.

and we are commanded to withdraw from every Brother that

walks diſorderly, 2 Theſſ. iii. 6. Bigotry properly ſignifieth

Stiffneſs or Obſtinacy in that which is either wrong, or not

worth the ſtriving or contending about ; and ſo cannot pro

perly be applied to Perſons contending for the true Cauſe

of God: For in this we oannot be too vigorous. Remark 2.

In the ſame Page Mr. Tennent ſays, “ That Mr. Craigbead

who was formerly in a State of Union with us, but having

- InOrc
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* more Zealand Poſitiveneſs, than Knowledge and Judg:

* ment, hath ſchiſmatically broken Communion with us, and

‘ adopted the rigid Cameronian Scheme.” I. As to the Re

verend Mr. Richard Cameron, who was as true and faithfur

to the Cauſe of God as any oné in his Day, and who valiant

ly ſealed the true covenanted reformed Presbyterian Cauſe

with his own Blood, in the Field of Battle, which he had

profeſſed, from whom true Presbyterians have been fre
quently termed Cameronians by ſome to this Day; altho’

| 'tis true, that ſome that did go under this Name, and ap

peared fledfaſt until William Henry came to the Throne,

by whom they were deceived and carried away from the

Truth, to fºllow him, and yet retains the Nameof the Ca

meronian Regiment ; and it may be, that Mr. Tennent

means by rigid Cameronians, thoſe who continued fiedfaſt

in the Faith, and did not turn away with William Henry,

and the reſt that were corrupt. 2. It appears plain, that

Mr. Tennent diſowns that he or thoſe that join with him,

are of the Cameronian Scheme, that is, are true Presbyteri

ans; for this Mr. Cameron was, as hath been ſaid, and well

known to be ſuch: And Mr. Tennent aſſerts, that ºf. Craigº

head was in Union with them, but hath broken off Com

munion with them, and adopted the rigid Cameranian

Scheme; which is an undeniable Evidence that he doth not

look upon himſelf, or any of his Brethren in the Miniſtry

that joins with him, are of this Scheme, or it would be ab

ſurd to ſay, that Mr. Craighead had broken Communion

with them, and adopted the rigidcameronianScheme,if it was

the Scheme that they had adopted whilſt Mr. Craighead

was with them. But left Perſons ſhould not rightly under

ſtand that Mr.Tennent had intirely renounced the true cove

nanted and reformed Presbyterian Religion by that which is

above, in the ſame Page he ſaith, ‘ I think theReverend Mr.

• Woitefield's Obſervation in one of his Letters concerning

• the covenantingScheme,is very juſt and true, viz. That it is

* too narrow aboundation to build any great Superſtrućture

• upon.” ThoſeWords are ſo clear a Confirmation of what is

ſaid above,that it would be butAbuſe of Time to endeavour

to make it more plain than his own Words have done; for

he that runs may read itº it is to be hoped,that neither
r - - -- l he
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he nor any of his Party will henceforth, until they change

their Profeſſion, beſq bold and preſumptuous as to aſſume

the Name of true reformed Presbyterians; and if they

ſhould, that others would not diſcover themſelves to be ſo

profoundly ignorant of a true reformed Religion, as to be.

lieve them, until they change their Profeſſion, or this will

witneſs againſt them, that they believe a Lie, as the Word

of God tells us Perſons will do when left by him, 2 Theſſ. ii.

11. which appears too evident to be the common Conditi

on of the moſt of this adulterous Generation. 'Tis remark

able, that Mr. Tºmºn charges Mr. Craighead with being
a Schiſmatick, becauſe he broke Communion with them, and

turn'd to the Cameronian Scheme: And now, becauſe this

is frequently charged againſt thoſe that would be faithful

in this adulterous Generation, it is not unneceſſary to ſhew

the Falſeneſs of this Charge; which will appear if we con: .

ſider theſe Particulars; and, 1. That the Generality of both

Miniſters and People which profeſſed themſelves Presbyteri

ans, and have acknowledged themſelves to be of the Num

ber of the true reformed and covenanted Religion, as is

without Diſpute clear from the common Pračtice of Mini

fters binding Parents, when their Children are baptized,

to the Chriſtian reformed Religion as founded on the Word

of God, and more briefly ſumm’d up in the Confeſſion of

Faith, &c. which proveth, that when any Perſon can find

upon certain Grounds, that neither himſelf nor any of thoſe

he joined with, doth truly maintain the true covenanted

Presbyterian Religion, which they pretended to profeſs;

certainly it muſt be a falſe Charge to them, to term him a

Schiſmatick, who only turned from Corruption unto the

very Religion which he before profeſſed. Now, that

the Generality of neither Miniſters nor People do maintain

a true covenanted reformed Presbyterian Religion, is evi

dent by the pretended Aćts of pretended Synods and Preſ

byteries, together with the Pamphlets ſpoke of in this Pre

face, &c. 2. It appears plain from the expreſs Word, who

are the Schiſmaticks in this Caſe, to wit, Such as cauſe

Diviſions contrary to the Dočtrine that we have learned,

Rom. xvi. 17. That the covenanted reformed Presbyterian

Religion is the Dočtrine that we have learned, is evident

*
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by our baptiſmal Vows, and our profeſſing that Religion;

aid thus you may clearly ſee from the Word of God, that

... they only are the Schiſmaticks who ſwerve from this Doc

* trine: So, if Mr. Tennent, and all that continues in Apoſ

| taſy with him, from the Truth of God, rightly conſiders

iſ the expreſs Word of God, that heand all his Aſſociates are

| guilty of that grievous Charge, being Schiſmaticks; as is

º' alſo evident by the Writing of many antient faithful Di

vines, ſuch as Mr. Rutherford, and many others. Again,

that ſeems to be an awful Sentence ſpoken by Mr. Whitefield,

j and confirmed by Mr. Tennent,That the covenanting Scheme

is too narrow to build any great Superſtrućture upon. Mr.

Tennent might be asked, If that be a narrow Foundation,

, , whether it be any narrower than the word of God dire&s

tº or whether he or any that takes Part with him can

prove it to be ſo 2 It is indeed too narrow to come and go

in from one to another, or to admit of any maintained Er

rors, Corruptions or Lufts, on which account it is deſpiſed

and rejećted commonly by erroneous Perſons, and ſuch as

cannot endure to curb their Corruptions, nor bear with that

asked, If it’s being a narrow Scheme doth not make it look

like the very Path which Chriſt direéted to ? Matth. vii.

13, 14. Remark 3. In the ſame Page Mr. Tennent ſaith,

* That he highly approves of the catholick, generous and

* noble Sentiments of the very Rev. Dr. Bates and Mr.

* How, who obſerve a juſt Medium between two dangerous

* Extremes, of a rigorous Severity upon the one Hand, and

* a perilous Laxneſs on the other.” This Catholiciſm, which

is ſo highly applauded byMr.Tennent,doth not ſeem to agree

Eph. iv. 4, 5. How inconſiſtent this Scripture is with that

Catholiciſm, let the Reader judge. Again, What can be

the Reaſon that Mr. Tennent, in the ſame Page, blames

| Mr. Craighead for being of a cenſorious Temper? If it be

for condemning Perſons for maintaining Errors, this is

what the Word of God direčts to ; A Man that is an Here

tick, after the firſt and ſecond Admonition, rejei, Titus iii. Io.

if it be for condemning all to be grackeſs, but ſuch as join a
| E 2 - covenant:

ſ

which would bridle them. Again, the Author might be a

well with the Word of God, which tells us, There is one

Body, one Spirit, one Hope, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm,
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covenanted Reformation; the Reverſe of this he maintains,

to wit, That there may be gracious Perſons of ſeveral other

Profeſſions; but it is as certain, that the moſt gracious Per

ſons are liable unto Errors in Principle as well as in Prac

tice; and whereſoever either are to be found, they ought

to be oppoſed, though they were in one like Peter, for faith

ful open Reproofs are better than ſecret Love, Prov. xxvii. 5.

-- It is fit to warn the Reader, that there is a Book, a ſmall

Quarto, which is exceedingly erroneous ; which is father:

ed upon Mr. Shields, the Author of The Hind let looſe, and

of other valuable Pieces; but he is not the Author of that

awful Piece, as is evident from a Book intituled, The Infor

matory Vindication, and a Book intituled, The Life and

Peath of Mr. James Renwick; but two Apoſtates were its

Authors, viz. Linning and Boyd.

Before we would conclude this Preface, it will not be a

miſs to let the Reader know, that at the latter End of the

ſeventh Point of our Teſtimony, that Perſons by Inadver

tency may miſtake our Deſign, in our ſaying, that we ad

here unto the whole of our Teſtimony as it is ſtated, de

Clared, and vindicated in our Informatory Pindication;

whereas by the whole of ourTeſtimony here, we only under

fland ſo much of our Teſtimony as is contained in this Book,

termed the Inſor. Win, and by fiated, declared and vindicat

ed, we underſtand as it is here held forth, and agrees with

the reſt of a true covenanted Reformation. Again, we

would warn the Reader; whereas we, through Forgetful. .

neſs (and to curShame we may ſpeak it) that almoſt none of

us hath been long accuſtomed to lift up aTeſtimony againſt

the Corruptions of the Times; we have in the Body of

our Teflimony negletºed to teſtify in particular againſt

the Pretender ; and therefore, being ſenſible of our Neglect

in this reſpeci, and in particular at this Time, becauſe we

hear, that his Wolaries have been or are endeavouring to

bring him into ſome Parts of this Realm, in order to efia

bliſh him under the Name or Title of Supreme Ruler in this

Realm ; and we being in ſome meaſure ſenſibie, that it is

Sur unqueſtionable Duty, in the Sight of the Heart-ſearch.

inăGod, we being a Paſt of this Realm, though *. ſo

º * - - - ſmall
-
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ſmall and minute, to teſtify againſt this Perſon in this Pro

cedure in the moſt publick Manner that we are capable of ;

and therefore, we would deſire, with a ſingle View unto

the Glory of the great and eternal God, the real Good and

Benefit of the whole Realm, a faithful Diſcharge of our

Conſciences, and for the Satisfaction of the Well-wiſhers of

the Realm,we do,in our own Name, and in the Name of all

that ſhall adhere to us, lift up this our publick Teſtimony, de

claring,proteſting and teſtifying againſt Lim who is now cal

led the Pretender, and is reported to be the Son of the old

Pretender,viz.He that pretended to bePrince of Wales, and

took thatName to himſelf of King james the Eighth; the a

bove-mentioned Pretender we do, as above, declare againſt

his having any legal Right or Title to the Throne of Great

Britain, or to any Place of Power orTruſt either civil or ec

cleſiaſtical,or in any onePart of this Realm, or any that ad

heres to him; and that, 1ſt, Becauſe of his Popiſh Principles.

3dly, Becauſe, as far as we know, he hath no Scripturetºua:

lifications to ſway the Sceptre over a covenanted reformed

Nation; and we look upon ourſelves as bound in Duty to

ºppoſe him, and all that join him, in any Enterprize of the

like Nature, in our Station and Condition, as we haveOp

| Portunity, with our utmoſt Skill, bodily Strength and Ac

|tivity. -

To conclude, Reader, it may be that your Patience is al

moſt wore out, as indeed long Prefaces for common are very

tedious; but there was ſuch a Variety of Things to be hint

£d at, that it could not be much, if almoſt any Thing ab-,

breviated or ſhortned ; and now, Reader, confider, if

downright Prejudice hath not blinded your Eyes, if

this be not the true Cauſe of God that is minted and

timed at, although in exceeding Weakneſs and great

Imperfection; vet ſee if real Honeſty and Integrity

may not be found in it. And, O Reader' deſpiſe it not

9, the account of it’s uncomely Dreſs: Remember a right

Obſervation of the Subſtance is what Readers ought to be

taken up more about, than Words or connect Sentences, al

though it is our Miſéry, that many in this corrupt Age take

more Notice of the Elegancy of Words, and the neat Con
i - - - načtion.
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nečtion of Sentences, than they do to that which is in:

ſiſted on. - -

Now, Reader, perhaps thou haft had a View of ſeve

ral Things which thou haft never heard before ; and

therefore, as thou, expects to appear at the Bar of a "

Heart-ſearching God, confider what thou haft read, and

improve it, left it riſe up in Judgment againſt thee.

* Farewell, º
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§§§§§

•A ſolemn •Acknowledgment of publick Sins,

and Breaches of the National Covenant,

and Solemn League and Covenant.

GºrºHEREAS We, after due Examination,

*@Yºgi: being convinced in our own Conſci

º ence by the Word and Spirit of God,

of the Bindingneſs of the National

Covenant, and Solemn League and

Covenant, and of our Duty to re

new the ſame ; and likewiſe that we

find ourſelves, together with our

Fathers, to be guilty of the Violati

on of theſe holy Covenants; there

fore we find it our Duty, to adhere to the Confeſſion of Sins

and Engagement to Duties, expreſſed in the Weſtminſler

Confeſſion of Faith; together with the Confeſſion of the fol

lowing Sins, and Engagements to Duties, which more par

ticularly concern us, and the Age in which we live.

Firſt, Andabove all we deſire to lament and bewail, be

fore God and the World, upon the Account of the apoſtate,

perjured and blood-guilty Condition of Church and State.

2dly, We deſire to Jament and bewail that Heaven-daring

and God-provoking Sin of that cruel Tvrant Charles the II.

of his cruel Parliament, and thoſe that adhered to him, in

breaking and burning in an ignominious Manner by the

Hand of the common Hangman, our holy Covenants,

3dly, We defire to lament and bewail the forming of all

thoſe iniquitouslaws for the dethroning the PresbyterianGo

Vernment, and for the eretting of a Prelatical Government,

to theſ)eſtruction of theCauſe and Intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt;

and particularly that abominable A&t Reſciſſory, which is yet

unrepealed, as a ſtanding Evidence of the deplorable State

Pealing

of the Nations; which Ad Reſciſſory properly ſignifies a re

l
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pealing or diſannulling of all former A&s made in favour of

the covenanted Reformation. . . .

. , 4thly, We deſire to lament that horrible and cruel Sin

of ſhedding the Blood of the Saints; which Blood is yet cry

ing for Vengeance to be poured down from Heaven upon

all Breakers, and Continuers in the Breach of theſe holy

Covenants. 2. '

5thly, we deſire to lament over the dreadful Treachery

and Deceit of him that was termed King William, by his

ſetting himſelf in the Place of God, and his uſurping Chriſt’s

Royal Prerogative, by his taking to himſelf a Headſhip o

ver the Church, and Government of the Conſciences of --

Men, which is due to God aloné. *

6thly,we defire to lament over that pretended Liberty of *:

Conſcience; which we can’t but look upon as an opening

of a Flood-gate for almoſt all Kind of Errors and Here.

ſies, which have crept into the reformed Nations in this a

dulterous Age. - ~

7thly, We deſire to lament before the H.ord that horrid

Abomination of pretending to forgive Murder, and tolerat- .

ing of witchcraft, which are both contrary to the Word of

God; and we look upon it as our Miſery, that the State to

this Day is never altered or the better, but rather for the

worſe, ſince the Time of the unhappy Revolution.

8tbly, It is alſo Matter of our Lamentation, that the Pres

byterian Miniſters left their former Conſtitution in the

Reign of that cruel Monfer Charles the II. and embraced

that Idol of God's Jealouſy, viz. Charles the II. in the Room

of Chriſt; and in Obedience to his ſinful Commands, ſwear

ing all thoſe finful Oaths which he and the Government

framed and impoſed upon them, for the utter Subverſion

of the Presbyterian Intereſt, and the Commencement cf

abjured Prelacy; as particularly that Oath of Supremacy

and of Abjuration, and all other Teſts, Oaths and Bonds

or any Thing of the ſame Nature. ,

9thly, we deſire to lament, that the aforeſaid Miniſters .

accepted the Indulgences firſt and laſt, that is, they ceaſed

from their Miniflry at the Command of Charles the II. and

again at his Command, preached agreeable to his Com

mand, ''
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mand, which Command was to preach nothing in Favour

of a PresbyterianGovernment, or nothing againſt Prelacy;

which plainly diſcovers that they have forſaken their for

merHusband;and as apemonſtration of their ſpiritual Adul

tery, are joined in Marriage Contraćt with the above

mentioned ſqol, inſtead of God the Creator. . . .

1othly, we defire to lament, that at the Time of the Re

volution, they went backwards an Hundred Years; to e

fabliſh their Church upon the Footing of an Eraſtian Su

premacy , which plainly diſcovers, that the Church in the

Time of the Revolution was eſtabliſhed upon the ſame E:

raſtian Supremacy upon which the Church in the Time of

the Indulgency was eſtabliſhed; and it is alſo evident, that

the Church in the Time of the Revolution was under the

former Reſtrićtions in reſpe&t of her Dočtrine, as is evident

by their Formula's, wherein they are ſworn to preach no

thing againſt the thenEſtabliſhment, and that there is no Al

teration in the State of the Church ſince the unhappy Revo

lution. -

11thly, We do lament, that the Generality of People in

all Ranks, have complied, encouraged and aſſiſted and join

ed with both Church and State, in theſe pernicious and

God-provoking Courſes.

12thly, We alſo lament, that we have all been tainted

with the former abominable Courſes ; and that the State

of the Church in theſe American Parts differs nothing from

the State of the Revolution Church for the better, but ra.

ther for the worſe; which the A&ts of Synods and Preſ.

byteries in theſe Parts makesit evidently appear. , -

13thly We deſire to lament over the promiſcousand-cor

rupt Communion of Miniſters and People, that they joined

with all that they imagined were Chriſtians. w

14thly, We deſire to lament over all Kind of Errors and

ºnline that abounds in this corrupt and apoſtate
ce - -

ºup, and laſily, We deſire to lament, that we have

continued ſo long in a Confederacy with the Upholders of

all the aboveſaid Abominations, and that our Zion is in ſuch

a low, ſhattered and intº Condition, the Lord hav

ing
-

\
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ing covered the Virgin-Daughter of Zion with a Cloud in

the Day of his fierce Anger. -

tºo §§§§

e/4 ſolemn Engagement to the Duties contain

ed in our National and Solemn League

and Covenant. -

HERE being no Promiſe for the Pardon of any Sin,

without Confeſſion and a real Forſaking; therefore,

we do promiſe in the Strength of Almighty God, to per

form the following Duties, in Oppoſition to the forementi- -

oned Sins.

1ſt, We are convinced in our Conſciences by the Word

and Spirit of God, that it is our Duty to witneſs againſt all

Encroachments upon the Royal Prerogative of Jeſus Chriſt,

and in particular, theſe Heaven-daringSins of Popery and

Prelacwº

2dly, We look upon it as our Duty to ſeparate ourſelves

from the corrupt Conſtitution of both Church and State,

and not to touch, taſte nor handle theſe Abominations, left

by partaking with them in their Sins, we be made Partak

ers with them in their Plagues.

3dly, We look upon it as our Duty, to endeavour the ad

vancing and promoting the Power of this true reformed

Religion, againſt all Ungodlineſs and Profanity, and the

ſeccring and preſerving the Purity thereof, againſt all

kind of Errors, Herefies and Schiſm, as namely, Indepen

dency, Libertiniſm, Anabaptiſm, Antinomianiſm, Armini

aniſm, Socinianiſm, Quakeriſm, Eraftianiſm, Deiſm, Mo

ravianiſm, and that awful Error of pretending to live with

out Sin, and yet being motoriouſly wicked, and that abo

minable Catholiciſm, to wit, our former mongrel Church 4
Communion.

4thly, We ſhall alſo fudy more Sincerity, Uprightneſs,

and Heart-Integrity in the Worſhip of God, and ſhall not
ſatisfy t
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ſatisfy ourſelves with the Form of it without the Power and

Spirituality, which God the alone Objećt of religious Wor

ſhip, doth require.

5thly, we ſhall likewiſe, by all lawful Means, endeavour,

that true Presbyterian Church-Government in Kirk-Seſſi

ons, Presbyteries, Synods, and General Aſſemblies, may

| be recovered in its former Purity, eſtabliſhed upon its pro

per Baſis and Foundation, the Word of God, and that it

may be freed from all Encroachments and Invaſions made

thereupon by the Powers of the Earth and Hell.

6thly, and laſily, We reſolve through the Strength of

Almighty God, to promote and maintain the Whole of

the reformed Presbyterian Religion, in all the Parts and

Branches of it, in Oppoſition to all Errors and Immoralities

of whatſoever Nature or Kind.

gºś3

The Teclaration, Proteſtation, and Teſſimo

my of a ſuffering Remnant of the Anti

'Popiſh, Anti-Lutherian, Anti-Prelatick,

oAnti-Eraſtian, alºnti-Latitudinarian, Anti

Sečiarian, true Presbyterian Church of

Chriſt, in America. * - .

E for our own Sins, and the Sins of our Fathers,

being given up ofa long Seaſon by the righteous.

Judgment of God, to go on in Apoſtaſy, Perjury

and Defečtion from our reformed and covenanted Prin

ciples, have now come to be convinced by the Word and

| Spirit of God, of this our heinous Guilt, together with

the Sin of all thoſe that have gone on in the like pernicious

backſliding Courſes, and as an Evidence of our unfeigned

Repentance and true Reformation, we do, in the Strength

and by the Grace of God, lift up the following Teſtimony.

Firſt, We find eurſelves under a Neceſſity from the Word

of God, and from a true covenanted Reformation and our

F 2 - bap:



- - * , -"

( 44 )

baptiſmal Vows, by this our Teſtimony, in the Name of

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to declare a defenſive War againſt

an Uſurpers of the Royal Prerogative of the glorious Lamb

of God ; againſt all Uſurpers ofan unſcriptural Power over

the Church of Chriſt, or the Conſciences of Men; againſt

all Maintainers and Helpers of theſe or any of them, all

Continuers in Subjećtion to them, or Connivers at them;

the Partakers or Partners, by the Law of God and Man,

being equal with the Thief in Tranſgreſſion. We alſo de

clare, that we look upon ourſelves as bound both by the Law

of God, and the Law of Nature, to endeavour to defend

our religious Liberties wherewith Chriſt hath made us free,

and ourBodies and Goods, from all kind of falſe Impoſitions,

ºntrigues, Snares, treacherous Deceitfulneſs, or whatever

kind of perverſe Dealing of any of them, with our beſt

Skill, Power, bodily Strength and Attivity.

2dly, We profeſs fincerly to own and adhere to the true

reformed Presbyterian Religion, in Dočtrine, Worſhip,

Diſcipline and Government, as it is contained at large in

the Word of God, the Old and New Teſtaments, and brief.'

ly ſumm'd up in our weijminſter Confeſſion of Faith, Cate

chiſms larger and ſhorter, Sum of ſaving Knowledge, Di

rečkory for Worſhip, Propoſitions of Church Government,

and to our Covenants National and Solemn League ; as al

ſo to the A&s and Declarations of the Church of Scotland,

agreeable to the aboveſaid Confeſſion of Faith and Cove.

nants, and eſpecially the A&ts and Declarations of General

Aſſemblies in pureſt Times of the Church, namely, between

the Year 1638, and 1649, incluſive ; alſo all Proteſtations

and Declarations before and after that Time, agreeable to

thoſe aboveſaid, that were made by thoſe who oppoſed the

Defe&tion from, and overthrowing of our covenanted Re

formation; and to all the faithful Contendings for,and Teſ

timonies to the Truth, Intereſt and Prerogatives of Jeſus

Chriſt, of old and of late, by Miniſters and Profeſſors, in

Qppoſition to all Errors, Popery, Prelacy, Superſtition,

Hereſy, Schiſin, Sečarianiſm, Erāfianiſm, Profanity, and

whatever is contrary to ſound Dočtrine and the Power of ,

Godlineſs, the maintaining of which noble Cauſe, our re

nowned Ançctors and faithful Martyrs judged worthy of
- their
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their deareſt Lives and precious Blood, to ſeal and con

firm the ſame to Poſterity.

3dly, We lift up our Teſtimonw againſt Charles the I.

his Condućt, in maintain agof a War in Oppoſition to the

carrying on of the Work of Reformation and Liberties of

the Parliament, together with all that gave their Counte

nance or Aſſiſtance to him therein ; We do approve of all

the juſt Ends and Endeavours of the Parliament, in carry
ing on a true Reformation. w -

4thly, We do teſtify againſt the Motion made by Cromwell

to the General Aſſemblv of the Church of Scotland, that

they would receive into Eccleſiaſical Authority, and give

their Aſſent to his receiving into Places of civil Power, ſuch

as formerly had been laid aſide by lawful judicatures, on

the Account of Diſaffettion to, and Oppoſition of a true Re

formation; with which Motion, ſix Hundred of the afore

ſaid Aſſembly fell in, which occaſion'd three Hundred of .

the aboveſaid Aſſembly to give in a Proteſtation, by Mr.

Cant and Mr. Rutherford in the Year 1651, againſt ſuch

Stepsof Defections, whoſe Condući we heartily approve of

in this Affair.

5thly, We do teſtify againſt the Cendućt of Charles the II.

in making Application to the Parliament, for Liberty to

read the Service-Book in his own Family ; to which the

Parliament complied, as an Evidence that they had left

the Purity of the attained to Reformation, and made a

Speech to the Parliament to this Purpoſe ; What a Loſs it

was that they were deprived of the Benefit of ſeveral Perſons

of great Parts, merely upon the Account that they could

not comply with the Covenants; which the Parliament alſo

complied with (as is plain from Widrow's Hiſtory) which

was the opening of the Flood-gate to all that Apoſtaſy, Per:

jury, Tyranny and Bloodſhed thatenſued thro’ the whole of

his Reign, and his Brother Tork's. We do alſo teflity a

gainſt all his Abominations, and all Compliers therewith,

whether in Church or State, and in particular againſt the

Indulgencies firſt and laſt. - ~

6thly, We do alſo teſtify againſt games Duke of Tork his

having any legal Right to rule over this Realm, by Reaſon

of his Popiſh Principles: Likewiſe we join our Teſtimony

- given
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given againſt the Duke of Turk's ahominable Anti-Chriſtian

Toleration, by that faithful Miniſter and Martyr of Jeſus

Chriſt, Mr. james Renwick, january 16, 1688.

7thly We likewiſe join our Teſtimony to the taking up

of Arms for the Defence of the Goſpel, and Preſervation of

their Lives at Bothwel and Airs. Moſs and all other Places,

for the ſame Cauſe : We likewiſe join to all the faithful

Teſtimonies and Proteſtations, Declarations and Contend

ings, for Promoval and Defence of Reformation, and a

gainſt Defe&tion, that have been given and atted in Scot

land, fince the Year 1650, to this very Day 5 particularly

the faithful Proteſtations given by the honeſt Proteſtors a.

gainſt the perfidious publick Reſolutions, at St. Andrews,

july 18, 1651, and at Edinburgh, july 21, 1652; the

Teſtimony given by the faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel in

the Province of Perth and Fife, to the covenanted Work of

Reformation, and againſt Oliver Cromwel's abominable To

leration, in Qāober, 1658; the Teſtimony publiſhed at

Rutberglen, May 29, 1679; the Declarations publiſhed at

Sanquhair, june 22, 1689; at Lanark, january 12, 1682;

at Sanquhair, May 28, 1685, Auguſt 19, 1692, November

5, 1695, May 23, 1793; at Lanark, November 7, 1727,

§anuary 10, 1738; the Paper found upon that faithful

Martyr of Jeſus Chriſt, Henry Hall of Haughead, at Queen’s-

Ferry, 3ane 3, 1680. The Paper found upon that faithful

Miniſter and Martyr of Jeſus Chriſt, Mr. Richard Cameron,

at Airs-Moſs, july 22, 1680; the Proteſtation againſt the

Scots Congregation at Rotterdam, November 28, 1683; and

all other faithful Teſtimonies given by Martyrdom upon

Scaffolds, Fields and Seas, or otherwiſe, by Baniſhment,

Impriſonment, Stigmatizing, Tortures, Finings, Confin

ings, or Sufferings any otherwiſe, for their faithful Adhe

rence to the Word of God and Scotland's covenanted work

of Reformation : We own the faithful Writings of Mr.

George Gilleſpie and Mr. Hugh Binning. againſt ſinful

Aſſociation and Confederacy with Idolaters, Infidels, He

reticks, Malignants, or any other Enemies of Truth and

Godlineſs; and alſo the faithful Writings and warnings

of Mr. john Brown and Mr. Robert MºWard, and others,

againſt Charles Stuart's Church-renting, Reformation-ruin.

ing
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ing Indulgencies ; and finally, we adhere to the whole of

our Teſtimony, as it is ſtated, declared and vindicated in

our Informatory Vindication, except thoſe Expreſſions in the

ſecond Edition concerning her that was termedQueen Anne,

who is there termed the Princeſs of the Land; which we

all deny, that gither ſhe or any of that Conſtitution, could

be Princes or Princeſſes. -

8thly, We likewiſe ſtate our Teſtimony againſt the In

ſtalment of William Henry, becauſe he had neither nation

al nor ſcriptural Qualifications, but exačtly contrary there

unto, as doth plainly appear from Deut. xvii. 15. Exod.

xviii. 21. 2 Sam. xxiii. 3, 4. Neh. vii. 2. Ram. xiii.

3, 4, as doth alſo appear from our National and Solemn

League and Covenant, and from the beft human Laws that

ever paſt in any Nation concerning the Qualifications of

... the civil Magiſtrate, as A8, 8, Par. 1. Aët 99, Par. 7.

4th 23, Par. 11. All I 14, Par. 12. of King james the

6th 5 Aël 4, Charles I. and Aë 15, and 4th 26, Par. 2.

Charles II. And by the laudable Prattice of this Realm,

in refuſing the Crown and Government to Charles II. un

til he ſware and ſubſcribed the National andSolemn League

and Covenants, and obliged himſelf to proſecute the Ends

thereof, in his Perſon and Family, and through his Domi

nions : Firſt, As it likewiſe doth appear from the Per

ſons making a Choice having ačtually and pračtically for

feited their Rights ſo to do, becauſe of their many out

ragious Murders committed on the People of God, altho’

under the Pretence of Law; whereby they became guilty

of their Blood: And thence, for which they were lying

under the Sentence of Death by the Law of God, and by

the Laws of theſe Nations which were conformable there.

unto; it doth likewiſe appear, from his being an outlandiſh

Lutherian ſworn Prelatick, the Head of Malignants, and

Protećtor of Sečiarian Hereticks, and eſtabliſhed Head of

the Church in Oppoſition to Jeſus Chriſt.

9thly, We do likewiſe enter our Teftimony againſt George

the I. his having any legal Right to rule over this Realm,

becauſe he being an outlandiſh Lutherian; and likewiſe a

gainſt George the II. for their being ſworn Prelaticks, the

Head of Malignants, and Protećiorsof SečtarianHerº -

- - z a ſl
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and Ele&ory Princes of Brunſwick, in chufing of new Enº.

perors, which is their giving their Power to the Beaft ; and

for their Confederacy with Popiſh Princes, direétly con

trary to the ſecond Commandment ; and for Want of their

ſcriptural and national Qualifications, as is above ſaid ; and

for their being eſtabliſhed Head of the Church by the Laws

of England. - - -

1othly, we likewiſe ſtate our Teſtimony againſt all that

ſhall ſucceed them under theſe Limitations to the Crown.

11thly, we would not be underſtood ſo as to rejećt the

Powers that are ordained of God in his Word; which

Powers are a Terror to Evil-doers, and a Praiſe to ſuch as

do well, 1 Pet. ii. 14. And has theſe Qualifications that

God requires in his Word, of Rulers in a reformed and

covenanted Land, to wit, ſuch as follow, Deut. xvii. 15.

Thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet bim King over thee whom the Lord

thy God ſhall chooſe : Onefrom among thy Brethren ſhalt thoa

ſet King over thee: Thou mayeff not ſet a Stranger over thee,

which is not thy Brother. Verſe. 18. And it ſhall be, when

he fitteth upon the Throne of his Kingdom, that he ſhall write

him a Copy of this Law in a Book, out of that which is be

fore the Prieſts the Levites. Verſe 19. And it ſhall be with

him, and be ſhall read therein all the Days of his Life; that

be may learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep all the Words

of this Law and theſe Statutes to do them. 2 Sam. xxiii.

3. The God of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of Iſrael ſpake to me, He

that ruleth over Men, muſt be juſt, ruling in the Fear of

God; and likewiſe that he ſhould be a Man of Wiſdom and

Underſtanding, to know how to go out and in before ſo great

a People.

12thly, we lift up our Teſtimony againſt that unhappy

Revolution, and the Condućt of the Church at that Time;

which eſtabliſhed an Eraflian Power in the King's Hands

(as they term him) to appoint Time and Place, when and

where General Aſſemblies ſhould be holden, and obliged

Presbyteries to ſettle ſuch qualified Proachers (as they

call them) to vacant Congregations, as ſhould be preſent

: ed by the pretended king or Laick Patrons. The Truth

of this is Evident from the Claim of Right, April 11th,

from the 5th Aët of William and Mary's firſt pretended
t Paſ
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Parliament, July 22d, and from William Henry's Letter to

the pretended General Aſſembly, dated at Kenſington, Oc

tober to, all in the Year 1690: . By which it is undeniable,

that the Conſtitution and Eſtabliſhment of this Church,

in the Year 1699, was Eraftian, and not true Presbyteri

an. We alſo lift up our Teſtimony againſt all the corrupt

pretended Acts of pretended General Aſſemblies, ever fince

the unhappy Revolution, and all their ſinful Obligations

which they came under to their pretended Civil Authority,

and to one another, in Obedience to them, and particular

ly againſt the Formula's, the firſt compoſed in the Year 1690,

the ſecond in the Year 1711; and likewiſe againſt the

Oath of Abjuration, together with the Oath of Allegi

ance; all which conſpire together for the overturning.

and razing out of the Whole of that glorious Work of Re

formation. - - -

13thly, we do proteſt againſt the pretended Aſſociate

Presbytery in the Kingdom of Scotland, for their holding

by that Anti-ſcriptural Eraftian Eſtabliſhment of the E

raftian Church in that Kingdom, as likewiſe for the cor

rupt Exerciſe of their Diſcipline, in excommunicating of

the covenanted Cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt, and the Perſons of

Alexander Lyal and David Leſly, and their Adherents,

for their adhering to and maintaining of the Principles of

the above-ſaid Cauſe; and likewiſe for their Dočtrine, mak

ing one Part to contradićt another, as it doth plainly ap

pear by ſome of their writings; and alſo for their preaching

againſt the pretended ſupreme Magiſtrate, and at the ſame

Time owning him as their rightful and lawful Sovereign.

We agree to and approve of the Teſtimony given in againſt

them at Linlithgow, by the faithful witneſfing Remnant, in
the Year 1741. - - r - -

14thly, We lift up our Teſtimony againſt that conſtitut

ing A&t of the Year 1729, compoſed by a Number of pre

tended Presbyterian Miniſters, met in Philadelphia, under

the Name of a Synod ; which A6 is contrary to the true

Conſtitution of the Presbyterian reformed Church of Chriſt,

as is evident by the Aćt itſelf; and this Conſtitution they

walk agreeable to, to this Day, or worſe, which appears

from their almoſt boundleſs Terms of Church Communion.

- - G N, B.
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N. B. This our ačtive Teſtimony commences from the

Year 1680, altho' we have ſpoken ſomething concerning

ſomeDefe&ions before ſaid Period; yet, in regard to our ac

tive Teſtimony, we do date it from ſaid Period.

Given at Middle O&arara, upon the 11th Day ofNo

vember, 1743. - -

Let King JESUS reign, and let all his Enemies be ſcattered.

Amen. `-

######################
The National Covenant, or Confeſſion of Faith.

Subſcribed at firſt by the King’s Majeſty and his Houſhold,

in the Tear 1586; thereafter by Perſons of all Ranks in the

Tear 1581, by Ordinance of the Lords of Secret Council, and

Afts of the General Aſſembly; ſubſcribed again by all Sorts

of Perſons in the Tear 1590, by a new Ordinance of Council,

at the Deſire of the General Aſſembly, with a general Bond

for Maintenance of the true Chriſtian Religion, and the King's

Perſon; and together with a Reſolution and Promiſe for the

Cauſes after expreſſed, to maintain the true Religion and the

King’s Majeſty, according to the foreſaid Confeſſion and Ails

of Parliament; ſubſcribed by Barons, Nobles, Gentlemen,

Burgeſſes, Miniſters, and Commons, in the Tear 1638; appro

wen by the General Aſſembly 1638 and 1639; and ſubſcribed

again by Perſons of all Ranks and Qualities in the Tear 1639,

by an Ordinance of Council, upon the Supplication of the Gene

ral Aſſembly, and Act of the General Aſſembly; ratified by an

Ağ of Parliament 1640, and ſubſcribed by King Charles the

II. at Spey, june 23d, 1640, and Scoon, january 1ſt, 1651.

E, all and every one of us underwritten, proteſt,

- That after long and due Examination of our

own Conſciences, in Matters of true and falſe

Religion, we are now throughly reſolved in the Truth, by

the Word and Spirit of God; and therefore we believe

with our Hearts, confeſs with our Mouths, ſubſcribe with

ºur Hands, and conflantly affilm, before God and the
! - - whole

*
- *
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wholeWorld, That this only is the true Chriſtian Faith and

Religion, pleaſingGod and bringing Salvation toMan, which

now is by the Mercy of God revealed to the World, by the

preaching of the bleſſed Evangeliſts, and is received, be

lieved and defended by many and ſundry notable Kirks

and Realms, but chiefly by the Kirk of Scotland (the (a)

King's Majeſty and three Eſtates of this Realm) as God’s e

termal Truth, and only Ground ofour Salvation; as more

particularly is expreſſed in the Confeſſion of our Faith eſta

bliſhed and publickly confirmed by ſundry A&s of Parlia

ments; and now of a long Time hath been openly profeſſed

by the King's Majeſty, and whole Body of this Realm, (b)

both in Burgh and Land, to the which Confeſſion and Form

of Religion, we. agree in our Conſciences in all

Points, as untoGod’s undoubted Truth and Verity, ground

ed only upon his written word: And therefore we abhor

and deteſt all contrary Religions and Dočtrine; but chiefly

all Kind of Papiſtry in general and particular Heads, even

as they now are damned and confuted by the Word of God

and Kirk of Scotland; but in ſpecial, we deteſ and refuſe

the uſurped Authority of that Roman Antichrift, upon the

Scriptures of God, upon the; Civil Magiſtrate, and

Conſciences of Men; all his tyrannous Laws made upon in

different Things, againſt our Chriſtian Liberties; his er

roneousDočtrine againſt thesufficiency of the writtenWord,

the Perfection of the Law, the Office of Chriſt, and his

bleſſed Evangel; his corrupted Doctrine concerning ori

ginal Sin, our natural Inability and Rebellion to God’s

Law, our Juſtification by Faith only, our imperfett Sančii

fication and Obedience to the Law, the Nature, Number

and Uſe of the Holy Sacraments; his five baſtard Sacra

ments, with all his Rites, Ceremonies, and falſe Dočtrine

added to the Miniſtration of the true Sacraments without

the Word ofGod ; his cruel Judgment againſt Infants de

parting without the Sacrament; his abſolute Neceſſity of

Baptiſm; his blaſphemous Opinion of Tranſubſtantiation,
G 2 - or

(a) Sometimes by the King's Majeſty and three Eſtates of

this Realm. (b) Which in the Days of our Forefathers was for

a long Time, and bath been by the church of Scotland.
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or real Preſence of Chriſt's Body in the Elements, and

receiving of the ſame by theWicked, or Bodies of Men; his

Diſpenſations with ſolemn Oaths, Perjuries, and Degrees

of Marriage forbidden in the Word; his Cruelty againſt

the Innocent divorced; his deviliſh Maſs; his blaſphemous

Prieſthood, his prophane Sacrifice for the Sins of the Dead

and the Quick, his Canonization of Men, calling upon An

gels or Saints departed, worſhipping of Imagery, Relicks

and Croſſes; dedicating of Kirks, Altars, Days, Wows to

Creatures, his Purgatory, Prayers for th: Dead, praying

or ſpeaking in a ſtrange Language, with his Proceſſions and

blaſphemous Litany, and Multitude of Advocates or Me

diators, his manifold Orders, anticular Confeſſion, his deſ

perate and uncertain Repentance, his general and doubt

ſºm Faith, his Satisfaction of Men for their Sins, his juſti

fication by Works, Opus Qperatum, Works of Supererogation,

Merits, Pardons,Peregrinations and Stations,his holy Water,

baptiſing of Bells, conjuring of Spirits, Croſſings, Saynings,

Anointings, Conjuring, Hailowingof God’s good Creatures,

with the ſuperſtitious Opinion joined therewith, his worldly

Monarchy and wicked Hierarchy, his three ſolemn Vows,

with all his Shavellings of fundry Sorts, his erroneous and

bloody Decrees made at Trent, with all the Subſcribers or

Approvers of that cruel and bloody Band, conjured againſt

the Kirk of God; and finally, we deteſt all his vain Allego

ries, Rites, Signs, and Traditions brought into the Kirk,

without or againſt the Word of God, and Dočtrine of this

true reformed Kirk, to the which we join ourſelves wil

Hingly, in Dočtrine, Faith, Religion, Diſcipline, and Uſe

of the Holy Sacrament, as lively Members of the ſame, in

Chriſt our Head; promiſing and ſwearing by the great

*Name of the Lord our God, That we ſhall continue in the

Obedience of the Dočtrine and Diſcipline of this Kirk, and

ſhall defend the ſame, according to our Vocations and

Power, all the Days of our Lives, under the Paius contain

ed in the Law, and Danger both of Body and Soul in the

Day of God’s fearful Judgments.

And ſeeing that many are ſtirred up by Satan and the

Rºman Antichrift, to promiſe, ſwear, ſubſcribe, and for a

Time uſe the holy Sacraments in the Kirk, deceitfully a

* -- - gainſt

f

w
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gainſt their own Conſciences, minding hereby, firſt, under

the external Cloak of Religion, to corrupt and ſubvert fe

cretly God’s true Religion within the Kirk, and atterwards,

when Time may ſerve, to become open Enemies and Per

ſecutors of the ſame, under vain Hope of the Pope's Diſpen

ſation, deviſed againſt the Word of God, to his greater

Confuſion, and their double Condemnation in the Day of

the Lord Jeſus: We therefore, willing to take away all

Suſpicion of Hypocriſy, and ſuch double Dealing with God

and his Kirk, prote ii, and call the Searcher of all Hearts

for Witneſs, That our Minds and Hearts do fully agree

with this our Confeſſion, Promiſe, Oath and Subſcription;

ſo that we are not moved for any worldly Reſpect, but are

perſwaded only in our Conſciences through the Knowledge

and Love of God's true Religion, imprinted in our Hearts

by the Holy Spirit, as we ſhall anſwer to him in the Day

when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be diſcloſed. And be

cauſe we perceive, that the Quietneſs and Stability of our

Religion and Kirk doth depend upon the Safety and good

Behaviour of(the (e) King's Majeſty) as upon a comfortable

Inſtrument of God’s Mercy granted to this Country, for the

maintaining of his Kirk, and Adminiſtration of Juſtice

amongſt us; We proteſt, and promiſe with our Hearts,

under the ſame Oath, Hand, Writ, and Pains, that we

ſhall defend (his (d) Perſon and Authority) with our Goods,

Bodies and Lives, in the Defence of Chriſt his Evangel,

Libertics of our Country, Miniſtration of Juſtice, and Pu-º

niſhment of Iniquity, againſt ail Enemies within this Realm.

or without, as we deſire our God to be a ſtrong and mer

ciful Defender to us in the Day of our Death, and Coming

of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. To whom, with the Father, and

the Holy Spirit, be all Honour and Glory eternally. -

Likeas, many A&ts of Parliaments, not only in general,

do abrogate, annul and reſcind all Laws, Statutes, Aćis,

Conſtitutions, Canons civil or municipal, with all other,

Ordinances and Practique Penalties whatſoever, made in
w - Pre

(c) That is, the lawful supreme Magiſtrate. (d) The Per

fºns and Authority of Jusb, when Goa of cis Merº ſail grant
tºem to us. ---, - -

º
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Prejudice of the true Religion and Profeſſors thereof, of

the true Kirk Diſcipline, Juriſdićtion and Freedom thereof;

or in Favour of Idolatry and Superſtition, or of the Papiſ

tical Kirk; as Atl 3, At 31, Parl. 1. Act 23, Parl. 1 1.

At 114, Parl. 12. of King james 1. That Papiſtry and

Superſtition may be utterly ſuppreſſed, according to the

Intention of the Aëts of Parliament, repeated in the 5

Aśl, Parl. 20, King james 6. And to that End, they

ordain all Papiſts and Prieſts to be puniſhed by manifold

Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Pains, as Adverſaries to God’s true

Religion, preached and by Law eſtabliſhed within this Re

alm, Atº 24, Parl. 1 1. King james 6; as common Enemies

to all Chriſtian Government, Aët 13, Parl. 16, K. §ames

6; as Rebeilers and Gainſtanders of our Sovereigh Lord's

Authority, Aët 47, Parl. 3. K. §ames 6; and as Idolaters,

A:l lot, Parl. 7. K. james 6. (e) But alſo in particular, by

and attour the Confeſſion of Faith, aboliſh and condemn the

Pope's Authority and Jui iſdićtion out of this Land, and

ordains the Maintainers thereof to be puniſhed. Ağ 2, Parl.

1. At 5 1. Parl. 3. At 106, Parl. 7. All 114, Parl. 12. K.

#ames 6. do condemn the Pope's erroneous Dočtrine, or

any other erroneous Dočtrine repugnant to any of the Ar

ticles of the true and Chriſtian Religion publickly preach

ed, and by Law eſtabliſhed in this Realm ; and or

daims the Spreaders and Makers of Books or Libels, or

Letters, or Writs of that Nature, to be puniſhed. At

46, Parl. 3. At 106, Paºl. 7. Ağ 24, Parl. 1 1. K. #a. 6.

do condemn all Baptiſms conform to the popiſh" Kirk,

and idolatry of the Maſs; and ordains all Sayers, wilful

Hearers, and Concealers of the Maſs, the Maintainers and

Reſetters of the Prieſts, Jeſuits, trafficking Papiſts, to be pu

niſhed without any Exception or Reſtrićtion.At 5, Parl. 1.

Act 120, Parl. 12. A$ 164, Parl. 13. Aël 193, Parl. 14.

4th 1, Parl. 19. At 5, Parl. 20. King james 6. do con

demn all erroneous Books and Writs, containing errone

ous Doctrine againſt the Religion preſently profeſſed, or

ontaining ſuperſtitious Rites and Ceremonics Papiſtical§ 1 [lP P 2

whereby

, (e)?'e do heartily approve of all theſe Aſts of Parliaments,they

being made in confirmation of the Covenanted Reformation,
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whereby the People are greatly abuſed; and ordains the

Home-bringers of them to be puniſhed. At 25, Parl. 11.

King james 6. do condemn the Monuments and Dregs of

bygone Idolatry, as going to Croſſes, obſerving the Feſti

-val Days of Saints, and ſuch other ſuperflitious and Pa

piſtical Rites, to the Diſhonour of God, Contempt of true

Religion, and foſtering of great Error among the People;

and ordains the Uſers of them to be puniſhed for the ſecond

Fault, as Idolaters, Aët 104, Parl. 7. King james 6.

Likeas, many A&ts of Parliament are conceived for Main

tenance of God's true and Chriſtian Religion, and the

Purity thereof, in Dočtrine and Sacraments; of the true

Church of God, the Liberty and Freedom thereot in her

National, Synodal Aſſemblies, Presbyteries, Seſſions, Po

licy, Diſcipline, and Jurisdićtion thereof; as that Purity

of Religion and Liberty of the Church was uſed, profeſ

ſed, exerciſed, preached and confeſſed according to the

Reformation of Religion in this Realm : As for Inſtance,

the 99 Att, Parl. 7. At 23, Parl. 11. Ağ 114, Parl, 12.

Aä 160, Parl. 13. of King james 6. ratified by the 4

Aä of King Charles : So the 6 Atl, Parl. i. and 68 Att,

Parl. 6, of King james 6. in the Year of God 1577, declares

the Miniſters of the bleſſed Evangel, whom God of his

Mercy had raiſed up, or hereafter ſhould ariſe, agreeing

with them that then lived, in Dočtrine and Adminiſtration

of the Sacraments, and the People that profeſſed Chriſt as

he was then offered in the Evangel, and doth communicate

with the holy Sacraments (as in the reformed Kirks of this

Realm, as they were preſently adminiſtrate) according to

the Confeſſion of Faith, to be the true and holy Kirk of

Chriſt Jeſus within this Realm ; and diſcerns and declares

all and ſundry, who either gainſays the Word of the Evan

gel, received and approved, as the Heads of the Confeſſion

of Faith, profeſſed in Parliament in the Year 1560, ſpeci

fied alſo in the firſt Parliament of King james Wi. and ra

tified in this preſent Parliament, more particularly do ex

| preſs; or that refuſes the Adminiſtration of the Holy Sacra

ments, as they were then miniſtred, to be no Members

of the ſaid Kirk within this Realm, and true Religion pre

ſently Profeſſed, ſo long as they keep themſelves ſo diº.
- º - IOIn
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from the Society of Chriſt's Body: And the ſubſequent

At 69, Parl. 6, of King james VI. declares, That there

is no other Face of Kirk, nor other Face of Religion than

was preſently at that Time, by the Favour of God,

eſtabliſhed within this Realm ; which therefore is ever ſtiled

God's true Religion, Chriſt's true Religion, the true and
Chriſtian Religion, and a perfect Religion; which, by ma

nifold A&s of Parliaments, all within this Realm are bound

to profeſs, to ſubſcribe the Articles thereof, the Confeſſion of

Faith, to recant all Dočtrine and Errors repugnant to any

of the ſaid Articles ; Ail 4, and 9, Parl. 1. At 45, 46,

47. Parl. 3. Aët 71, Parl. 6. At 106, Parl. 7. Act 24,

Parl. 1 1. At 123, Parl. 12. Aći (94, and 197, Parl. 14.

of King james VI. and all Magiſtrates, Sheriffs, &c. on

the one Part, are ordained to ſearch, apprehend and puniſh

, all Contraveeners; for. Inſtance, Aë 5, Parl. 1. At 104,

Parl. 7. All 25, Parl. 1 1. King james VI, and that not

withſtanding of the King's Majeſty's Licences on the con

trary, which are diſcharged, and declared to be of no Force,

in ſo far as they tend in anyways to the Prejudice and Hin

der of the Execution of the A&ts of Parliament againſt Pa

piſts and Adverſaries of the true Religion, Act 106, Parl,

7. King james VI. On the other Part, in the 47 Aë, Parl.

3. King #ames VI, it is declared and ordained, ſeeing the

Cauſe of God's true Religion, and his Highneſs's Authori

ty are ſo joined, as the Hurt of the one is common to both;

that none ſhall be reputed as loyal and faithful Subjećts to

eur Sovereign Lord's Authority, but be puniſhable as Re

bellers and Gainfianders of the ſame, who ſhall not give

their Confeſſion, and make their Profeſſion of the ſaid true

Religion; and that they, who after Defečtion ſhall give the

Confeſſion of their Faith of new, they ſhall promiſe to con

tinue therein in Time coming, to maintain our Sovereign

Lord's Authority, and, at the uttermoſt of their Power, to

fortify and aſſiſt and maintain the true Preachers and Pro

feſſors of Chriſt's ſeligion, againſt whatſoever Enemies

and Gainſtanders of the ſame ; and namely, againſt all ſuch

of whatſoever Nation, Eſtate or Degree they be of, that

have joined and bound themſelves, or have aſſiſted or aſſiſts

to ſet forward and execute the cruel Decrees of the cour;
- - 0

-
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of Trent, contrary to thé in:freeler, and Profeſſors of

the word ofGod; which is repeated Word by Word, in

the Articles of Pacification at Perth, the 23d of February,

1572, approved by Parliament the laſt of April 1573, rati

fied in Parliament. 1587, and related ; Aët 123, Parl. 12.

of King james VI, with this Addition, that they are bound

te reſiſt all treaſonableUproars and Hoſtilities raiſed againſt

the true Religion, the King's Majeſty, and the true

Profeſſors. - - -

Likeas, all Lieges are bound to maintain the King's Ma.

jeſty's Royal Perſon andAuthority, the Authority of Parlia

ment, without the which, neither any Laws, or lawful Ju

dicatories can be eſtabliſhed; Act 13s and 131, Parl. 8.

King james VI. and the Subjećt's Liberties, who ought only

to live and be governed by the King's Laws, the common

Laws of this Realm, allemarly; Act 48, Parl. 3. King james I.

Act 79, Parl. 6. King jameſ' VI. repeated in the Act

13t, Parl. 8. Kings #ames VI, which, if they be innovat

ed or prejudged, the Commisſion anent the Union of the

two Kingdoms, Scotland aud England, which is the ſole A&t

of the 17 Parl. of King james VI. declares ſuch Confuſi

ons would enſue, as this Realm could be no more a free

Monarchy ; becauſe by the fundamental Laws, ancient Pri

vileges, Offices and Liberties of this Kingdom, not only

theiPrincely Authority of His Majeſty'sRoyal Deſcent, hath

been theſe many Ages maintained; but alſo the People's

Security of their Lands, Livings, Rights, Offices, Liberties,

and Dignities preſerved; and therefore, for the Preſerva.

tion of the ſaid true Religion, Laws and Liberties of this

Kingdom, it is ſtatute by the 8 Act, Parl. 1. repeated in

the 99 Act, Parl. 7. ratified in the 23 Act, Parl. 11, and

1 14 Act, Parl. 12. of King james VI. and 4 Act, Parl.

1. King Charles I. That all Kings and Princes, at their Co

romation and Reception of theirPrincely Power and Autho

rity, ſhall make their faithful Promiſe by their ſolemn Oath,

in the Preſence of Almighty God,That, enduring the whole

Time of theirLives, they ſhall ſerve the ſame Eternal God,

to the utmoſt of their Power, according as he hath required

in his moſt holy Word, contained in the Old and NewTeſta

ments; and, according to# ſame Word, ſhall maintain the

- , - / tſuº
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true Religion of Chriſt jº,* preaching of his Holy

Word;the due and rightMiniſtration of theSacraments now

received and preached within this Realm (according to the

Confeſſion ºf Faith immediately preceeding) and ſhall aboliſh
and gainſtand all falſe Religións contrary to the ſame; and

ſhall rule the Peoplecommitted to their Charge according

to the Will and Command of God, revealed in his foreſaid

Word, and according to the laudable Laws and Conſtituti

on received in this Realm, nowiſe repugnant to the Will of

the EternalGod; and ſhall procure to the uttermoſt of their

Power to the Kirk of God and the whole Chriſtian People,

true and perfeót Peace in all Time coming; and that they

fhall be careful to root out of their Empire all Hereticks

and Enemies to the true Worſhip of God, who ſhall be con

vićted by the true Kirk of God, of the aforeſaid Crimes:

which was alſo obſerved by his Majeſty (f) at his Coro

nation in Edinburgh 1633, as may be ſeen in the Order

of the Coronation, in Obedience to the Commandment of

God, conform to the Pračtice of the Godly in former Times,

and according to the laudable Example of our worthy and

religious Progenitors, and of many yet living among us;

which was warranted alſo by A&t of Council, commanding

a general Band to be made and ſubſcribed by His Majeſty’s,

Subjećts of all Ranks, for two Cauſes; One was for defend

ing the true Religion, as it was then reformed, and is ex

preſſed in the Confeſſion of Faith above-written ; and a for

mer large Confeſſion eſtabliſhed by ſundry Aës of lawful

General Aſſemblies, and of Parliaments, unto which it

hath Relation, ſet down in publick Catechiſms; and which

had been for many Years, with a Bleſſing from Heaven,

preached and profeſſed in this Kirk and Kingdom, as God’s

undoubtedTruth.grounded only upon his writtenWord.The

other Cauſe was, for maintaining the King's (g) Majeſty,

his Perſon and Eſtate; the true Worſhip of God, and the

King's Authority, being ſo fraitly joined, as that they had

the ſame Friends and common Enemies, and did ſtand *::
- all

(f) Éirº Charles the firſt. (g) That is, the lawful Sa.

preme Magiſtrate, a Defender of the true reformed Reigion.

|
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fall together. And finally, being convinced in our Minds;

and confeſſing with our Mouths, that the preſent and ſuc

ceeding Generations in this Land are bound to keep the

foreſaid National Oath and Subſcription inviolable: We

(b) Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, Burgeſſes, Miniſters

and Commons under-ſubſcribing; conſidering divers Times

before, and eſpecially at this Time, the Danger of the true

reformed Religion, (of the (i) King’s Honour) and of the

publick Peace of the Kingdom, by the manifold Innovations

and Evils generally contained and particularly mentioned

in Supplications, Complaints and Proteſtations; (k) do

hereby profeſs, and, before God, his Angels, and theWorld,

ſolemnly declare, That, with our whole Hearts, we agree

and reſolve all the Days of our Life, conſtantly to adhere

unto and to defend the foreſaid true Religion, forbearing

the Praćtice of all Novations already introduced in the

Matters of the Worſhip of God, or Approbation of the

Corruptions of the publick Government of the Kirk, or

Civil Places, and Power of Kirkmen, (1) till they be tried

and allowed in free Aſſemblies, and in Parliaments; to la

bour by all Means lawful, to recover the Purity, and Li

berty of the Goſpel, as it was eſtabliſhed and profeſſed_be

- fore the foreſaid Novations; and becauſe, after due Exa

mination, we plainly perceive and undoubtedly believe,

that the Innovations and Evils, in Suplications, Complaint;

and Proteſtations, (m) have no Warrant of the Word of

God, are contrary to theArticles of the foreſaid Confeſſions;

to the Intentions and Meaning of the bleſſed Reformers of

Religion in this Lands to the above-written Ağs of Parlia

ment, and do ſenſibly tend to the re-eſtabliſhing of the

Popiſh Religion and Tyranny, and to the Subverſion and

} . H 2 • . . Ruin

(b) They that did then ſubſtribe. (i) That is the lawful
Jupreme Magiſtrate. (k) Remonſtrances, Declarations and

Teſtimonies of old and of late. , (I) Or any other Corruptions

thereof Prelatick or Eraftian, either tried or to be tried, ſuch

as Indulgencies, the Toleration, the Magiſtrates appointing

Fafts without Advice and Conſent of the Church, diſſolving of

...Aſſemblies, &c. (m) Remonſtrances, Declarations and Tºſ

timonies.
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Ruin of the true reformed Religion, and of our Liberties,

Laws and Eſtates. We alſo declare, That the foreſaid

Novations and Evils, are no leſs than every one of them

had been expreſſed in the foreſaid Confeſſions; and that

we are obliged to deteſt and abhor them, amongſt other

particular Heads of Papiſtry abjured therein; and there

fore, from the Knowledge and Conſcience of our Duty to

God (to our (n) King and Country) without any Worldly

Reſpe&t or Inducement, ſo far as human Infirmity will ſuf

fer, wiſhing a further Meaſure of the Grace of God for

this Effe&t : We promiſe and ſwear, by the great Name of

the Lord our God, to continue in the Profesſion and Obe

dience of the foreſaid Religion; that we ſhall defend the

ſame, and reſiſtall theſe contrary Errors and Corruptions,

according to our Vocations, and to the uttermoſt of that

Power that God hath put in our Hands, all the Days of our

Life. And in like Manner, with the ſame Heart, we de

clare, before God and Man, that we have no Intention nor

Deſire to attempt any Thing that may turn to the Diſho

nour ofGod, or to the Diminution of the (o) King's Great,

neſs and Authority; but, on the contrary, we promiſe and

ſwear, That we ſhall, to the uttermoſt of our Means and

Lives, fland to the Defence ofour dread (p) Sovereign, the

King's Majeſty, his Perſon and Authority, in the Defence

and Preſervation of the foreſaid true Religion, Liberties

and Laws cf the Kingdom; as alſo to the mutual Defence

and Aſſiſtance, every one of us of another, in the ſame Cauſe,

the true Religion, and his (q) Maj. ſty's Authority, with

our beſt Council, our Bodies, Means and whole Power,

againſt all Sorts of Perſons whatſoever; ſo that whatſoever

fhall be done to the leaſt of us for that Cauſe, ſhall be taken

as done to us all in general, and to every one in particular:

And we ſhall neither directly nor indire&tly ſuffer ourſelves

to be divided or withdrawn, by whatſoever Suggeſtion,

' (h) To righteows Rulers (when obtained) and to our Country.

(6) That is, the lawful ſupreme Adagiſtrate. (p) The Perſons

ºrd 44thority of Sovereigns having the Qualifications which

*** *riptures require. (4) That is, the lawful Supreme
Magiſtrate. - ~ -

-



. . ( 61 ),

•Allurement or Terror, from this bleſſed and loyal Conjunc.

tion; nor ſhall caſt in any Lett or Impediment, that may

ſtay or hinder any ſuch Reſolution as by common Conſent

ſhall be found toconduce for ſo good Ends; but, on the con

trary, ſhall by all lawful Means, labour to further and pro

move the ſame; and if any ſuch dangerous and diviſive Mo

tion be made to us by Word or Writ, we and every one

ofus ſhall either ſuppreſs it, or, if need be, ſhall innconti

ment make the ſame known, that it may be timeouſly obviat

ed: Neither do we fear the foul Aſperſions of Rebellion,

Combination, or what elſe our Adverſaries, from their

Craft and Malice, would put upon us; ſeeing what we do is

, ſo well warranted, and ariſeth from an unfeigned Deſire to

maintain the true Worſhip ofGod, the Majeſty of our (r)

King, and Peace of the Kingdom, for the common Happi

neſs of ourſelves and the Poiterity. And becauſe we can

not look for a Blesſing from God upon our Proceeding, ex

cept with our Profesſion and Subſcription we join ſuch a

Life and Converſation as beſeemeth Chriſtians who have re

newed their Covenant with God; we therefore faithfully

promiſe for ourſelves, our Followers, and all others under

us, both in publick, in our particular Families and perſon

al Carriage, to endeavour to keep ourſelves within the ,

Bounds of Chriſtian Liberty, and to be good Examples to

others, of all Godlineſs, Soberneſs and Righteouſneſs, and

of every Duty we owe to God and Man. And, that this

our Union and Conjunčion may be obſerved without Vio

lation; We call the living God, the Searcher of Hearts to

Witneſs, who knoweth this to be our ſincere Deſire and

unfeigned Reſolution, as we ſhall anſwer to Jeſus Chriſt in

the great Day, and under the Pain of God's everlaſting

Wrath, and of Infamy and Loſs of all Honour and Re

ſpect in this World; moſt humbly beſeeching the Lord to

firengthen us byº: for this End, and to bleſs our

Deſire and Proceedings with an happy Succeſs, that Reli

gion and Righteouſneſs may flouriſh in the Land, to the
Glory of God, the Honour of our (1) King, andrº,and

* Orn

(r) That is, the lawful Supreme Magiſtrate. (f) That it,

the lawful Supreme Magiſirate. -



( , 6.2 ) - - .

Comfort of us all. IN WITNESS whereof, we have ſub

ſcribed with our Hands, all the Premiſes, 5c.

The Article of this Covenant,which at firſt Subſcription

(t) Anno 1638. referred to theLetermination of the General

Aſſembly, being determined, and thereby the five Articles of

Perth, the Government of the Kirk by Biſhops, the Civil ,

Places and Power of Kirkmen, upon the Reaſons and

Grounds contained in the Aćtsof the General Aſſembly,

declared to be unlawful within this Kirk, we ſubſcribe ac

cording to the Determination foreſaid. –

(?) Anno 1638.

a/A Solemn League and Covenant, for Refor- "

mation and Defence of Religion, the Ho

mour and Happineſs of the King, and the

Teace and Safety of the three Kingdoms

of Scotland, England and Ireland:

Agreed upon by Commiſſioners from the Parliament and Aſſem

bly of Divines in England, with Commiſſioners of the Con

vention of Eſlates and General (a) Aſſembly of the Church

of Scotland, and by both Houſes of Parliament and Aſſem
bly of Divines in England, and taken and ſubſcribed by t

“ them, Anno 1643; and thereafter, by the ſaid Authority, . .

taken and ſubſcribed by all Ranks in Scotland and England

the ſame Tear; and ratified by All of the Parliament of :

Scotland, Anno 1644; and again renewed in Scotland,

with an Acknewledgment of Sins, and Engagement to Pu

ties, by all Ranks, Anno 1648; and by the Parliament

1649; and taken and ſubſcribed by King Charles II. af

Spey, June 23, 1650, and at Scoon; January Iſ?, 1651.

/ -
-

-

W E, having before our Eyes the Glory of God, and

---

i|

t

the Advancement of the Kingdom of our Lord

and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the Honour and Hap

-- pineſs !

- , ()

|

.

(4) i. Scotland approven by the General Aſſembly. -

w
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|

pineſs of the King's (b) Majeſty, and his Poſterity, and ther

true publick Liberty, Safety and Peace of the Kingdoms,

wherein every One'sprivate Condition is included; and

, calling to mind the treacherous and bloody Plots,. Conſpi-t

racies, Attempts and Pračices ofthe Enemies of God, a.

gainſt the true Religion and Profeſſors thereof in all Places,

eſpecially in theſe three Kingdoms, ever ſince the Reforma.

tion of Religion (c) how much their Rage, Power, and

Preſumption are of late and at this Time increaſed and ex

erciſed. whereof the deplorable Eſtate of the Church and

Kingdom of Ireland, the diſtreſſed Eſtate of the Church

and Kingdom of England, and the dangerous Eſtate of the

Church and Kingdom of Scotland, are preſent and publick

Teſtimonies, we having now at laſt, (d) after other Means

of Supplications, Remonſtrances, Proteſtations and Suffer

ings, for the Preſervation of ourſelves and our Religion,

from utter Ruin and Deſtrućtion, (e)according to the com.

mendable Pračice of theſe Kingdoms in former Times, and

the Example of God's Peoplein other Nations, after ma-.

ture Deliberation, reſolved and determined to enter into a

mutual and Solemn League and Covenant, wherein we

all ſubſcribe, and each one of us for himſelf, with our Hands

lifted up to the moſt High God, do ſwear,

1. That we ſhall fincerely, really and conſtantly, through

the Grace of God, endeavourin our ſeveral Places and Cal

lings the Preſervation of the reformed Religion in the

Church of (f) Scotland, in Doćtrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline

and Government, againſt our common Enemies; the Re

formation of Religion, in the Kingdoms of England and Ire

land, in Dočtrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government,

- according

(b) Lawful fupreme Magiſtrate. (c) And likewiſe the de

plorable and awful Apoſtaſy of theſe Parts of the World. (d)

After all the Supplications, Remonſtrances and Sufferings of

our Forefathers.(e) As it was the commendable Prattice of the

Kingdom of Scotland. (f) As it was in the Church of Scotland

in reforming Period, that we ſhall endeavour through the Grace

of Gºd the ſame Reformatiºn of Religion, and Üliformity in

Worſhip, Diſcipline and Churcb Government in tuis Place, or

wherever it ſhall pleaſe God to order our Lot. -

t
-

-
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according to the Word of God in the three Kingdoms, to

the neareſt Conjunction and Uniformity in Religion, Con

feſſion of Faith, Form of Church Government, Directory

for Worſhip and Catechiſing; that we and our Poſterity .

after us, may, as Brethren, live in Faith and Love, and ſº

that the Lord may delight to dwell in the Midſt of us. :

2. Thatwe ſhall in like Manner, without Reſpe&t of Per- ||

ſons, endeavour the Extirpation of Poper;, Prelacy (that |

is, Church Government by Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, their

Chancellors and Commiſſaries, Deans, Deans and Chapters,

Arch-deacons, and all otherEccleſiaſtical Officers depending

on that Hierarchy, (g) Superſtition, Hereſie, Schiſm,

Profaneneſs, and whatſoever ſhall be found to be contrary to

ſound poétrine and the Power of Godlineſs; left we partake

in other Men's Sins, and thereby be in Danger to receive

of their Plagues; and that the Lord may be one, and his

Name one in theſe Kingdoms.

3. We ſhall with the ſame Sincerity, Reality, and Con

fancy, in our ſeveral Vocations, endeavour with ourEſtates

and Lives, mutually to preſerve the Rights and Privileges

of the (b) Parliament, and the Liberties of the Kingdoms,

and to preſerve and defend the King's (i) Majeſty's Perſon

and Authority, in the Preſervation and Défence of the

true Religion and Liberties oftheKingdoms; that the World

may bear Witneſs with our Conſciences ofour Lovalty; and |
that we have no Thcughts or Intentions to diminiſh his (k)

Majeſty's juſt Power and Greatneſs. . . -

4. Weſhall alſo, with all Faithfulneſs, endeavour the Diſ. :

covery of all ſuch as have been, or ſhall be, Incendiaries, Ma

lignants, or evil Inſtruments, by hindring the Reformation º

of Religion, dividing the (l) King from his People, or one |
of the Kingdoms from another, or making any Fa&tion rt
Parties among the People, contrary to this League and Co

venant; that they may be brought to publick Trial, and re

ceive condign Puniſhment, as the Degree of their Offence

* y ſhall

(g) And likewiſe Eraffian Supremacy. (h) When reflored

according to their ancient Foundation. (i) The lawful ſupreme .

Magiſtrate. (*) The lawful ſupreme Magiſtrate. (i) The

Hawful Aſagijirate when obtained. - --

- - \
- -

* ,

*

-
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all require or deſerve, or the ſupreme Judicatories of both

Kingdoms reſpe&tively, or others having Power from them

ºfor that Effºa, ſhall judge convenient.
-

t

*

---

,

F.

y

º

*

|

* and Intereſt, enaeavour, that they may be and remain

5. And whereas, the Hippineſs of a bleſſed Peace between

theſe Kingdoms, denied in former Times to our (m) Pro

genitors, is by the good Providence of God granted unto

us, and hath been (n) lately concluded and ſettled by both
Parliaments, we ſhall each one of us, according to our Place

conjoined (0) in a firm Peace and Union to all Poſterity;

and that Juſtice may be done upon the wilful Oppoſers

thereof in Manner expreſſed in the precedent Article.

6. We ſhall alſo, according to our Places and Callings,

in this common Cauſe of Religion, Liberty and Peace of

the Kirgdoms, aſſifi and defend ail thoſe that entër into,

this League and Covenant, in maintaining thereof; and

ſhall not ſuffer ourſelves, direétly or indireétly, by what

ſoever Combination, Perſuaſion or Terror, to be divided

and withdrawn from this bleſſed Union and Conjunction,

whether to make Defečtion to the contrary Part, or to give

ourſelves to a deteſtable Indifferency or Neutrality in this

Cauſe, which ſo much concerns the Glory of God, the

Good of the Kingdoms, and Honour of the (p) King; but

ſhall, all the Days of our Lives, zealouſly and conſtantly con

tinue therein againſt all Oppoſition, and promote the ſame

according to our Power, againſt all Letts and Impediments

whatſoever; and what we are notable ourſelves to ſuppreſs

or overcome, we ſhall reveal and make known, that it may

be timeouſly prevented or removed: All which we ſhall do

as in the Sight of God. -

And becauſe theſe Kingdoms are guilty of many Sins and

Provocations againſt God, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, as is

tºo manifeſt by our preſent Diſtreſſes and Dangers, the

Fruits thereof; we profeſs and declare, before God and

the World, our unfeigned Deſire to be humbled for our

own Sins, and for the Sins of theſe Kingdoms; eſpecially,

- I that

(m) our Reformers, (n) And was then lately concluded.

(9) 4; they were then, (pj The lawful ſupreme Magiſtrate

-

w

s. - - -
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... God, the Searcher of all Hearts *with a truč intention tº

that we have not, as we ought, valued the ineffmable Be

nefit of the Goſpel; that we have not laboured for the

Puri d Power thereof; and that we have not endeavour.

... ed to ive Chriſt in our Hearts, nor to waſk worthy of

º Íñigº our Lives; which are the Cauſes of other Sins and

Traftſgreſſions ſo much abounding amongſt us; and out

true and unfeigned Purpoſe, Defire and Endeavours, for

diſrſelves, and aii &ther under our Pow; and Charge, both

in Públick and Private, in all Duties. to God and

-

*

ther in the Example of a real Reformation;

maw turn away his Wrath and heavy Indigna

bliſh theſe Churches and Kingdoms in Tr

And this Covenant we make in the Preſence, of Almigº

t the Lord.

perfºrm the ſame; as we ſhall anſwer at the Grèut Day:
when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be diſcloſed;, moſt

humbly beſtºchiº; the Lord, to ſtrengthen us by Holy .

spirit for this End, and to bleſsour Defires and Procºgs
with ſuch Succeſs, as may be Deliverance and Safety to his

People, and ſuch Encouragement to other Chriſtian Chur
ches groñing under, ºf in Danger of the Yokº of Anti
chrifiian Tyranny, to join in the ſame or like Aſſociation

hd Covenant, to the Glory of God, the Enlargement of

the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, and the Peace and Tran:

quillity ofelimit Kingdoms and Common-wealths.
--T- º ...” º º -- - - -

----- - - jMān; to amend our Liyes, and each one to-go before anº. 1
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