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PREFACE

: Candid Eetlérf. - :

T is n6 lefs than aftonithing and amazing Condefcenfion

‘B in the everlafting God,to ftoop (o low, as ever to pro=.

o pofe te enter intoa Covenant Relation with Man-
kind, who might juftly have demanded of us Obedience to
his Commands, By his abfolute Power over us, without a-.

_ny Promife of Favour to us:' Although in this; God’s -
Condefcenfion is.Ineffable ; yet fuch is the Stupidity and
Impiety of the ﬁoﬁ, of the Werld, that they deprive them-

‘Jelves of fo high Honodr, as to enter inte Coyenant with
“the Lord ; defpifing and rejeéting this unfpeakable Pignityy
‘and great Happine%s, that Scotland, England, and Ireland, -
‘and fome in America, have been honoured with§ to dedi-
‘cate and uirrender themlelves to the Lord, by a moft vo-
lantary, free, and deliberate Choice ; to come under the

Bond of the moft facred and folemn Oaths, in the moft re-

ligious Manner; devoting their All to Chrift Jefus, his In-
‘tereft and Honour; the Advancement of his Kingdom and
' Glory, and the Reformation of his Church by thgCovenants
} National and Solemn League. Although we do not fup«
pofe them to be the fame with the Covenant of Grace; yét
we look upon them as another Obligation, binding us toalf
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i . . . Tée PREFACE. -
the Diuties of 2 ChriRian Life; as wrelt as to the Duties which
tead toa publick Reformation of fhe Navion, of whicll the
. Cowenant of Grace is the Spring and Foundstion. 1t is me-
¢effary in this Piefaee, to give you feate Accountef the Rea,

fons of oor withdrawing ; and of the* Neceflity of renew-.

dug the Covenants; of the Maater of it; and laftly, Re=
marks upen fome Pamphletsemitted.

Firft, We fuppofe it ta be very neceffary to give an Ac-
count of the Reafons ef our withdrawingrlyrom thofe called
Presipterigns in thefe Parts; becaufe we arefrequently
branded with the odious Chara&er of Schifimaticks, Pro-
moters of Divifionsand Fa&ions; Enemies to the Work of
Grace in the Land, and fuch like; and this, merely becaufe
we cannot continue to join with them in their Errors; as
we did formerly. Our Reafons are fuch as thefe: 1,
Becaufe it may be faid, that ifever there was any Founda-
tiorf of a Presbytetian Chutch in thefe Parts, it is yery cor-
rupt, and unfound in-its very Foundation ; which appears
from two Things, 1, From their Afls ; as in particular, by

. an A& of the whole Synod in the Year 1729; whichis like

a conftituting A&, as appears by itfelf ; and an A& of the
fame Synod 1734, and in the Year 1736 of the Synod ;
Again, an A&tin the Year 1741, by a Part of the Synod,

met in the Name of one. Thefe Afls all agree with the -

Eftablihment of the Crown in the Houfe of Hannover. 2.
From there being no Alteration in the Conftitution of the

Chaurch in thefe Parts for the Better, fince the Revelutions -

at which Time, it is well known, that ¢the Church was

founded upon an Eraflien Prelac%J which by the true Pref- -

byterian Religion is abjured. This is evideat from all
the above-mentioned Adls ; as alfo, from that felf-contra-’
difting and erroseous Pamphlet, intituled, A Declaration’
of the Presbyteries of New-Brunfwick ezd New-Caftle 3
- printed in the Year 1743. Our fecond Reafon of .with-
‘drawingor receding from thefe pretended Presbyterians,
- which we were in Communion with, is, Becaufe of their
. unfcriptural Terms of Church Communion, to wit, They
extend toall that they believe have Grace: Thisis fo
commonly known to be their Term of Communion, that
we fuppole none will deny ; and if they do, it can eafily
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be proved frem . their Print, Dofirine and Prallice, Ia
this Term of Communienthere are thefe Evils, 1ffy A na.
Jking their Judgment the KRule of their Admittanae of Per-
fons,into the Church, and:set'the Word of God, whidh isa
frange Kule; for either their Judgment muft be infallible
of Perfons, er they are liable to a:Miftake; and ¥ fo, of
1one, ‘why pot efaH? And tnwitceafeth to bea Rule,
which qught tobe tojerated. :adly, This Term of Coin-
munipn aggoes.not witlr the Werd of Gotl, which ¢els us,

- Metib. Xiii. 29y, 30, Matsh. Xxii. 9, 10, 11, Lede xlii,

26, Thew they fbeil begin to fay, Webave oaton and dranken
inthy. Prefesocy wnd thou baft taught. in our'Strects, 3dly, K
is anopeninga Doer for Error to: inte the Church;
for .it cannot beidenied, but there may gca'm‘pioul Per-
fons;in the Ghwreb of Enpland, amongft the Baptifis and 4s-
dapendents;  Naw, to admit fuch-into Chureh Communi-
on, while they maintain their Principles, would beto let
in a Flood of Ertors iatothe/Church, and ‘would rende€ it
a Babel, rather than an orderly Church, ‘A:phird Reafen
of our withdrawing is, Becaufe the moft:Part of Minifters
and Pepple de -in plain Words -deay the :Covenant to be
formally binding upon us; and thus -thoyvmz‘y':t well dény
themaaltogether ; for ifthey have no Form, they -can be 1o

. Coyenants : Tihat'they do deny them thes, iis-imtimated in

—— RO~ - e—

the A&of Presbytery at Maddle OBarars, April-14th, 1742,
Itis fuscher known, :by many:Sermonsand pofitive ‘Affer-
tiags:' For the reft of our:Reafons of withdrawing frem the
pretended Presbyterians in thefe Parts, we refer the Rea-
-der to a Book, intituled, Tbeiplsin Reafons for Proshyicrians
diffenting from:the Revolution Church, printed 17313 andto
Tbe Lifosmitovy. Viindisation, Head 4th, Page 7450 ‘both
which this .Affair isfpoken of, and clearlydoadetl. ~
-MHead §1. The Naceflity of renewing the Covenants: is
to be fpoken of, 1.:Negatively ;- The rerewing of the Co-
venants National and Solemn-League, is:not-efiantially and -
abfolutely neceffary to'Salvation; No, no ;'for if fo, then
the renewing or not renéwing of them, would be the very
Hinge upon .which' Salvation or Dammation would tumn s
which God forbid any-fhould imagine 3 ot that all thatre-
new thefe.Covenants; fhall be faved, and all:that ‘rdodlnoﬁ
- A2 ' ’ ou
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fhou)d perith,’ This would be grievous lm?iety indéed, to
- maintain any fuch Thing; and . ovr doleful Experience
plainly proves, that feveral Perfonswhich have renewed
$hem, appear to be Strangersto-converting Grace; and un-
doubtedly, fome that have not, are not for But this we are
{:rfmdc,d of, -that every Perfon: that faithfully renews thefe
- holy Covenants, and lives agreeable unto themy, -in’ Heart
.and Life, will not mifs of etersal Happinefs. Again, neither
.does this Negeflity.of renewingof the Covenants, flow from
#ny coergive or confiraining Power in eur.Day, either from
. the Civil Magiftrate or Ecclefiaftical Authority’ of this cor-
xupt Church, that all Negleéiérs and Defpifers of this
great Duty, would lay themtelyes open td the Lafhy of Civil
-and Ecclefaftical Judicatories. Alas for.it! that we have
-no Conftraint this Way ; but to the Rovérfe of this; fo wit,
to continue in the Breach of thefe holy Covenantsy -there
- is Authority epough for this, fuch "as it is; although. we
-deor’t queftion, if thefe two were put in Execution tor this
End, but there would be Multitndes then for renewing of
thefe holy Cevenants: The: Mouths of. many have con-
- firmed this 5 fo that if it be a Duty ta renew- them, the Fear
- of Man keeps them from it ; and if it be 3 Sin to do it, yet
- the Civil and Ecclefiaftical Authority would perfwade them
: toit: And this undeniably proves, whether it be the Fear
of God, or of Man, that prevails with them. Some think
--it fhould be. very awful, that the- Civil Magifirase (hould,
- asfuch, ufeany Power to prevail with Perfons to this«great
- Duty ofrenewing thefe-boly Covenants, or punifh- them
.- for their Obftinacy therein; and not a few make this their

. enly Objedtion againft a covenanted Reformation. Now,’ .

- inorder to remove this . grand Qbjeétion, let People 'con-
fider, 1. That the general Part ot Mankind looks; upon it

" asna]njury to Men, for the Civil Magiftrate to;make:Laws

againft Thieving, Robbing, Uncleannefs, Curfing and
: S%vcaring;,Lying and Sabbath.breaking, and the like 3 and

; to punith thofe that are guilty-of fuch Crimes ; although

. they may pretend Neceffity ar. Conicience. in cemmitting

- imagine, that it isa Fault for Civil Rulers to make Laws

\
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and when-they are broken for the renewing of them, and’

obliging People to enterinto them? And fure, if the for-

mer be a Duty of Civit Rulers, whichfew thdt go under

the Name of a Presbyterian will deny, then certainly che

facter cannotbe a Sinin Civil Rulers; for Covenanting, -
ven National, is‘as plain a Duty from the Word of God, as

keeping the Sabbach holy is, and as awful the Threatniag
denounced againft Covenant-breakers, agagainft Sabbath.,
‘breakers, they being both gri¢vous Sins.  Unlefs thar Ma<
giftrates do ufe their Power for the preventing of Errors;

-and for the Encouragement of viral Holinefs in Principle
and in Praice, they are not fuch as theWord of God fpcaks
of, Ifaiab xKx. 23. And Kings fball be thy nurfing tatbersy
their *Queehs thy nurfing Mothers. Rom. xiii. 3. for Ruiers

are not & Tervor to good Works, but to evil. 2. Let lcople

‘confidery that godly” Rilers, as Afs, did punifh for 1uch
Crinres, 2 Chron. XV. 32. 13. And they entred into a Cove-
nant to feeck theLord God of their Fathers, with all tbeir Heart,

‘and with ai) their Soul , that whofoever would not Jeck soe
“Lord God of Ifracl, [hould bepat to Death, wheiber Jmall
‘or great, whetber Man or Woman. Verfe 16. -Anu aljo cop.
cevning- Maacah the Motber of Afa the King, be remuvved

ber from being'Queen, becaufe Jbe bad made an ldu 14 &

\Grové 3 and-Afd'cut down ber Idol, and ftamped it, and burnt
it at the Brook Kidrom 2 Chroa. xxxiv. 30, 31, 32, 33

~Thus you mai{ fee; that it would be our great Mercy, if
-we had fuch Rulers as would confirain us to our Dutics of
‘every Kind j efpecially now, when Minifters and Feople
.are fo exceedingly backward therein. There are few in chig
-declisiing Age, think - bard to be conftrain’d by the Ruler
‘to do Ewil; but to be conftrained to do Goud, feems hard
with manyybecaufe they have not been much cxercifed chig

- 'Way 3 and this makes-good the old Proverb, ltat Cusiem

-becomes like {scond Nature. And bence we'hive Groung to
fuppofe, had we Kiogs to rule in Righteouficts, and rin-
ces to decree Juftice, few would be fatisfied wich them,

- Again, the renewing of thefe Covenants is ot necefiary b
-way of Merit s for when we have'done all we cau, we are

-unprofitable Servants, Luke xvit, 10. .
.2, Pofitively, the Neeeflity of renewing thefe holy Co-

venaats,



venants, appears; 1. From its being a commanded Duty, for
Covenant-breakers to return from their Backiliding, Fer.
iii. 14. Turn, O backfliding Children, faitbtbe Lord, for. 1
am married untoyou. 2. From this, that Covenant-break-
ers are ranked by the Spirit of Ged amangft the vileft of
Sinners, Rom. i. 31. Certainly if the Breach of ove-
pant is among#f the worft of Sins, the Continuance in the
Breach, canmever lefen the Sin, byt greatly aggravate the

Guilt ofit. We know of no Way to forfake this Sin, with-

out renewing of thefe Covenants, becaufe the Promife; of
Mercy is to fuch as contefs and forfake their Sin, Prov. xxviii,
13. F}ow a Perfon that is guilty ot the Breach of thefe Co-
venants can forfake that $in, without a right Renewing of
them, is firange: But fome will fay, We will fly to Chrift
for Pardon for this Sin: Well, but bew wilt thou fly to
Chirift witb this Sinin thy Bofom, and a Refolution to
continue init ? 1f fo, thou comeft to Chrift with a Lie in
thy right Hand, and mockeft God : For the Pfalmift tells.
us, Pfal. lxvi. 18. Xf Iregard Iniquity in msy Heart, the
Lord will not bear me. Y suwill (ay,T hey are Natiopal Co-
venahts, and therefore what can we do? The Nationwill
not join us, and we are pot a Nation? Anfwer, Tho' you
are not a Nation, yet certainly you are a Part, tho” never
fo fmall ; and as (uch, there is fome Duty licthupon you to
renew thefe Covepants, yea, even as much:Duty as on any
inyour Stations for in the Covenants every individual Per-
fon fwears for himfelf in his Station, to.endeavour to profe-
cute the End and Defign of the Covenants. None can
hinder another from doing his Duty, unlefs by Conftraint
neither is there any Part within the Rook of God, that ex-
. cufeth any Perfop from doing this Duty, tho’ there fhould
not a Manjoin with him-therein.We arc exprefly command-
ed not to follow a Multitude to do Evil, Exed xxii. 2.
Elijeh was faithful when he knew of no other, Prqphet < So
was Paul and many others. *Tisdreadful that People thonld
be fo blinded as to follaw the Courfe ot this World, and yet
look for Salvation. 3. TheNeceflity of reriewing the Co-
venant appears from the.awful Judgments which God-threat-
ensand pours out upon .Perfons for their Breach.of Cove-
nantsy; Lev, xxvi. 14, almoft to the End. Dewt. xxxis 20,
: 21,
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2%, 4 The Nexeffity of renewing the Covenants, appears
both from Scriptere Precedentand from the Precedents of
our Anceftors; asfor Inflance, the Covenant made with
Ifrack at Hoeeh, was remewed at the Plains of Meab, by
Mafss,” Deut, X%ix. 1, 9, 3O, 11, 12, 13, 14, 1§. by Fopua,
Jotb, xxiv. 25. by 6fs, 2 Chron, xv. 13, 14. by ¥ebos
3 Kings xi. 17, by Hezckiab, 2 Chron, xxix. 15, by Fofiaby
2 Kings xxiii. ¢, 3. by Byra, Ez.x, 3. by Nebemioh, Nch.
ixe38. Some imagine that chefe were all new Covenants §
butif any unbiafied Pcrfon would rightly eonfider theft
Seriptures, they might eafily find that they are all but ene .
Covenant in Subftance, by their allengaging People moftly
to the Qame Duties, fo wif, to ferve the omly true Ged a-
Jreeable to his Commands, -and to oppofe all Kinds of Ide-
latry. °Tistrue, thére is fome circomflantial Difference
in them, yet not fuch as altereth the Nature of the Cove-
mants, fo that they properly can be termed new Covenantd;
as for Inflance; the putting away of the firange Wives and
hildren, isa circum@antial Difference. Again, we have
‘ Precedents of our renowned Anceftors renewing of our
Holy Covenants, both before and after the eftablifhed Re-
! formation, as at Edisburgh 1557, at Perth 1459, at Lestd
1560, at Air 1562, and again at Lenrick and Lifwcbege
1666, and 1689, in Srotland, again 1648 and 1649, again
at Doxglafs 1712, by a fmall Number, were renewed.
And, 5. The Neceffity of renewing the Covenants appeais
farther, from their being mationally broken, as they are
National Covenants, and their funeral Piles ere@ted by un~
godly Rulers in the chief Cities of the Kingdom with all
imaginable Ignominy and Contempt ; and thus they have
lien a lang Fime buried, and the moft of People either hat-
ingthe very Name of them, or at leaft heingafhamed faith-
fally toappear for them, and the Duties contained in them,
fo that it is Time that all fuch asare trae Lovers of Zion’s
Profperity, fhould ufe their utmeft Endeavours for the re- .
viving and renewing of them. 6. The Neceflityof the re.
pewing thofe Covenants is further evident by the diffcrent
Bonds of Union between Eugland and Soot}andy:at this
Time, and the Time of the pureft Reformation::ln the

Time of the pareft Reformation, the Covenants Nman;l
. an
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and Solenm ‘Leagtre, were the very Bonds’ of Union be>

tween them, asis evident from the Covenants' themfelves, -

and from many Adtsof Parliament :eflabliihing the fame }
But now. the Bond of Union, is that incorperating Union
" made in theYear 1707, which are as Diametricafly oppofite
the one to the other, as Fire to Water, and Light to Dark-
nefs; for by the one,Perfons are bound to extirpate Prela
by th® other, they are bound to maintain anhd uphold Pre-
Jacy, as isevident by the Unioa itfelf 5 fo thac furely when
there is fuch.direét Oppofition made to our HolyCovenants,
it is odr' unqucftionable Duty to appear for them, by 3 Re-
-sewal of our folemn Engagements tothem. ~ 7. Our- own
-deep Perjury, Apoftafy and Backfliding from the whole of

a trae covenanted Reformation, loudly call for our Renew- ;

-al, together with the Sins of the Age and Place where we

live. 8. Some of us earneftly longing to partake of the
holy Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, we looked upen it

as very neceflary to renew the Covenants, asa very ufeful

and neceffary Part of Preparation fot that boly Ordinance
to us that never had renewed them before, -and were lying
under that heinous Guilt of Perjury, which we knew no o-
ther Method how we or any of the Nation cap free our
felves from, without-a folemn Renewal of them, and faith-
fulfly to endeavour to-walk agreeable to them in Heart and
Life. .- : o E
Head U1, The third Thing to be fpoken to, isa Narra-
tion of the Manner in which this great Work: was carried
on: The aforefaid Motives and Reafons, together with ma-
ny others which might be advanced, excited and prevailed
‘with us to attempt this folemn and tremenduous Duty; al-
tho® we have juft Ground to believe the Covenants never
were publickly renewed by fuch a poor unskilful and fmal
Handfal of People as we are, fince they were perfidioufly
broken, none of us having ever feen the like done before 3
fo that we have juft Realon to wonder and be furprifed ; to
praile and magnify the Eternal and Glorious God, that he
was not provoked to make fome remarkable Rreachamong
us for ous.Sins cherein : Bat when, inftead of the Exe-
cution of Juftice, the Holy God was pleafed, through: Jefus
Chrift his dear Son, to fhine upon feveral of our Souls with

a reconciled Countenance, and by fbedding dbroad his °

matchlels
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matchlef Love in our Hearts and Souls in @ plentiful,

Meafure : Oh! what Ground have we coatinually to adere,
and blefs the Lord JEHOVAH, for his Goodnefs to us?
Warning being given fome confiderable Time before the,
Renewal, of our Defign, and feveral Days fet apart for
Humiliation and Prayer, both inour private Socicties and
in publick, inorder toimplore Divine Aid and Diretion
* in this awful Work ; On Thurfday the 1o0th of November,
» the People being gathered, we begun with Prayer so Ale
mighty God; and that Day the Covenants, and Confeffion,
of Sins and Ergdgement to Duties, and theTeftimony, were

pablickly read, not only for the clearer underftanding of -

thefe Things, but alfothat we might have the more fuitable,

) Jccg and abiding lm{grcﬂion‘ of the Holinefs and Sublimity
of tha i

t great Tranfaltion we were to be employed ins Af-

" ter.Reading and Singing, a Sermon was preached from thefe.

Words, Jobn 3is 56. What think ye, that be will not come up
to the Feqfi? From thefe Words. sff, It was enquire

slied in feeking of Jefusat the Feaft? 34ly, How a Perfon
&ould know when Jefus comes up unto the Feaft. 4thly,
W hy: Petfons thould enquiré whether Jefus comies up to the
Feaft? &thly, The Application. . RPN
. As to the Firf}, it was anfwered, That there were two,
Kinds of Feafts, 1. Tothe Body, as Eftber i. 3. Hemade s

. Feaft unto all bis Princes and Servants ;. This Kind of Feaft

was not infifted on. 2. [t was fhewed, that there was @
Soul-Feaft, Pfal, Ixiii. §. My Soul fhall be fatisfied as with

| Marrow and with Fatnefs. It was difcovered, thay fome-
times the Soul was feafted; 1. In fecret Prayer, as Hanseb,

1 Sam. i. 13, 18. Now Hannah fhe fpake in ber Heart, oply.
went ber Way, and did eat, and ber Countenance was no more

In the Houfe of God, Pfal. xxxvi. $. They, fball be abun-
dantly [atisfied with the Fatnefs of thy Houfe. 4. At Sacra-
mental Occafions; Cant. ii, 4. Me brought me to the bane,
i:;ctmg Houfe,'. and _bis Banner over me was Love. §. In’

leditation,” Pfal. Ixiii. 6. When I remember thee -upon sy
Bedy' and meditate on $hee in 1hé Night Watches, L mety,
e . o ' Secondlyy

Jad. 2. Family Prayer, as Corneliusy, Aéls x. 30, 31: / 34"

the Kinds of Feafts, 2dly, It was enquired, what was im-,

ber Lips moved, but ber Voice was not beard ; So the Woman.
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Smﬂg‘y, It wasenquired, what isinvolved or implied in
fecking of Jefus at the Feaft # It was anfwered, that it
-implied, 1. A fecling Senfe of the Want of him; Marth,
ix. 12, \They that be whole need not & Phyficiady but they that
“are fick. 2. Earneft Defire to find him, Pfal. xlii. 1, 2. .
31 The diligent Ufe of all Means dppointed by God for the
‘obtaining ef him, Cant.iii.1,2,3. 4.A Conftancy in feck-
ing of him till we find him, Cant. iii. 4. 5. A Love to him, .
Cant. v.16. Tea, be is altogetber lovely. 6. An earpeft Care .
.to keep up Communion with him, Cant. iii. 4. I beld bim, °
and would not let bim go. ) ‘ ’ .
Tbirdly, 1t was enquired; how a Perfun fhould know .
‘when (]lefus comes up to the Feaft?  To-which it was an.
fwered, ‘1. When Je(us comes up to the Feaft, he perfumes .
"it with his gracious Prefence, Cant. i. 13. A Bundle of .
“Myrrbe is my well-beloved unto me; be [ball lie all Night be-
twixt my Breafts. 3. His Prefence makes the Feaft fweet
© and pleafant unto the Soulsof his Children; whereas when *
‘he s abfent, itis dry, jejune and taftelefs; and hence is that °;
s, Prayer, Cant. iv. 16. Awake, O North Wind, and come thau
. Southy blow upon my Garden, that the Spices thereof may flow |
out. 3. He revivesthe Soul when he is prefent, Cents io
.12. Pfal. Ixii. §. 4. Where he is prefent he kindles a
-Flame of Love in the Heart to himfelf, Luke xxiv. 32. And
they faid one to anotber, Did not our Hearts burn within us ;
‘while be talked with us by the Way? 5. He feeds the Souls .
:of his Children whenhe is prefent, Cant. v. 1. Eat, O Friends, _
“drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved. 6. Where Jefusis
prefent, there isa mirtual Communion between him and Be-
lievers, Rev. iii. 20, I will come in to bim, and fupwith bim;
. and be with me,’ ! - ‘ S
_ Fourtbly, It was enquired, why we fhould feek for l{efus B
—atthe Feaft? It was anfwered, 1. Becaufe he is Lord |
and Mafter of all Gofpel-PFeafts, Matth. xxii. 13, 14.
-There is fill 2 Want while the Maftér of the Eeaft is abs
fent. 2. Becaule he hath promifed his Prefenceat his Peafts, |
Matth, xxXviil. 20, Andlo? 1 am with you always.' 3. Be- '
caufe he is the Sum and Subftance of the Feaft, Jobn vi. 35, !
-1 am the Bread of Life: Tbe beft of Ordinances without
Chrift, is but like Hasks, uncapable to feed a gracious Soul, |
* 4 We-thould feek to know whether Jefusis at the Feaft, be-

. : ‘ caufe
[ - . . \
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-~ "caufe he commands us to do fo, Pfal. xxvii, 8. When thos

I faidft, Seck ye my Face. - 5. Becaufe, if Jefus be not at the.

~ Peaft, noreal Good can be had at it, Jobs xv. 5. .

* .Fifthly, In the Application, among other Ules, there-

" wasalfo an Ufe of Examination, in which was difcovered

* our Neceffity of examining ourfelves, whether Jefus was

* come up, or likely to come up to that Feaft; in" as much _

- aswe looked upon the folemn Renewal of our Holy Cove- - -

" mants a necefflary Part to usof our Preparation for par-

"~ takinggpf that holy Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper; and
that {o a double [Obligation lay upon us, te be at much

* Pains to know whether Jelus would come up to us, and to

* know whether Jefus would come up to this Feaft; becaufe
- both the Renewal of the Covenantsand the Participation
" of the Lord’s Supper, are a very folemn and near Ap-

proach-unto God, and if Jefus be not with us therein, no

" Good can he had to our Souls, but dreadful Guilt contraét= -

- ed. Por Marks to know whether Jefus will 'come unto this -

. ‘Feaft, we wereto have Recousfe unto thefe that were men=" *
tioned in the do@rinal Part of the Difconrfe, and many o~ :
ther Marks of the Prefence of Jefus. The Difcourfo was
-ended with an Exhortation agreeable to the Text, 20 wif,
To be very earneft and diligent in enquiring whether Jefus
- would come up to'the Feaft, and that from the Confidera- '
tion, 1. Ofour abfolute Neceffity of his gracious Prefence,
in order to be accepted in: our Affays to ferve him. 2.
From the Confideration of the great Benefit of the gracious
Prefence of Jefus with us. 3. That it could be no true

VFeaft to our Seuls without him,

On Friday the 11th of November, after Prayer,and read-
ing and finging fome part ofa Pfalm, a Sermon was preache
ed trom thefe Words, Fer. 1. 5. Come and let us join ourfelves.
unto the Lord in & perpetual Covemant that fhall not be forgot='

- ten. After fpoaking to theContext, and explaining theText,

. the Dotine was mentioned, ¢o wit, Thatit is the Duty .
ofa chriftianifed People to excite one another to join them-- -
felves unto the Lord in a perpetual Covenant not to be for-
gotten. 1/}, Covenanting was fpokem of. 24, It was en--
quired, whether all Covenants, or any, be perperual. 34y

'Why fome Covenants ﬂmuldBnotbet:orgottcn‘. 4%h, Prg;
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$pat it is the Duty of a chriftianifed People to excite one

gnother to Covenanting. stb, Apply’d the whole.
*. Firfl, Covenanting was {poken of : A Covenantisa Con-
2rat or Bargain between two Parties, by which each Pagty
js. baund and obliged ta fulfil whatever the Cenditions of
ithe Covenant are, if lawful; and hence it is, that Covenant=
breakers are ranked amongft the moft vile Simners, Rom.
i, 29, 30, 31. Covenantsare of two kinds, civil and . reli-
gious. 1. Civil Covenants are fuch as that of Abrebam
and dbimelech, Gen. xxi. 32. which was perfonal: and that
of Jofhue and the Princes of Jfrael with the Gbeonites, Joth.
ix. 15. which was national. 2. Religious Covenants, of
which thereare divers, not to mention the Ceovenant of
Redemption made between the Perfens in the glorious Tri-
nity, nor the Cavenaiit of Works made between God and
Man, nor the Covenant of Grace made in and thro’ Chrift
Jefus with the Eleét as bisSeed.  Again, there are religious
‘Cevenants, 1. Per(onal, as that of David, 2 Sam. xxiii.
s Although sy Houfe be not fo with God, yet be bath made
with p1c an everlafling Couanant, ordered im all Things and
Awe..” This Covenanting is a perfonal Dedication ofa_Per-
fon, Soul and Body, to the Lord and his Service ; in which

the Per(on enters inta folemn Covenant Vowsand Engage- -

ments, to take God the Father for his reconciled Father
through Jefus Chrift ; God the Son for his alone Savieur,

Prophet, Pricft, and King; God the Holy Spirit for his.

alone Sanéifier, Comforter and Direftor in all his Ways;
_tp endeavour to give an wniverfal Obedience unto the

whole revealed Will of God #a all his Behaviour. This -

Kind of Covenanting is (0 naceffary, that we f{uppofe few
adult Chriflians are ignarant of it, if any; and-not.a few
have written their Covenants between God and their own
_ Souls.” There feems to be a Family Covenanting fpoken of
in Scripture, Fob. xxiv. 15. But a4 for me and.smy Houfe,

we will ferve the Lord, *Tis a wonderful Mercy whére the. *

whele Family enters inte Covenant with God, and are in
any Meafure ftedfaft tberein, 3. There isa National Co-
yenanting fpoken of in the Word of God, asin our Text
and Context; the Children of Judab,and the Children of

frdel joining together, 2 Cbron. Xv. 13, 14. 2 Kings xi.-

’ ‘17



The PREFACE, ~ xif
17. 2 Chroe. xxix. 10. 2 Kings xxili. 2, 3. Neb. ix. 38,
There never was any Nation, but the Nation of the Jews
and this Realm, that were fo highly honoured, as for the

whele Nation te enter into Covenant with the Lord; and ~

yet, alas! how little does theGenerality of this Nation think

of this unfpeakable Dignity! how many flight it ! yea, how

many look upon our Natienal Covenants asa Y oke of Bon=
dage,asifit were a Bondage to come under the moft folemn
Vows imaginable, to appear for God and hisCaufe, and a-
gainft his Enemies? That which our renowned Forefathers
gloried inas their greateft Honour andHappinefyswe, in this

‘coeruptAge, dogrievoufly defpife; which difcovers what bafe

Spirits we are of, thatdelight more to bein_League with
the avowed Enemies of God’s Glory, than with himfelf,
The Second Thing propofed, was to enquire whether all
or any Covenants be perpetual? 4nfwer, 1. Negatively,
All Cevenants are not perpetual ; for there may be,and un-,
doubtedly have been Covénants made for a limited Time,
as well as Bargains or other kinds of Contraés, which may

. bs made for a Day, a Week, ora Year, or for ever, or fo

many Yearsas is agreed upon in the Bargainy Contra& or.
Covenaat. 2. Polfitively, fome Covenantsare perpetual 3
as for Inftance, the Covenant fpoken of in eur Text:
This Word perpetual, being one of the Terms of the Cove-

_ naat, it cannot but be perpetual ; yet the Word is not to

* be taken here according to its utmoft extent, fo wit, Never

.

te bave an End ; for there neither i$ nor can be dny Nati-
onal Covenant in this Senfe perpetual, becaufe there is no
MNation without End; fo that by a perpetual National Co-

- vemant, we are to underfiand the Covenant to remain in

Force while the Nation remains 2 Nation, or any of them :
‘Thefe areé neceflary to be in Covenants to make thiem per-
tual; their Nature or Terms, their Agreeablenefs to the
Nord of God s without either of which they cannot be fo.
1. Becaufe if the Ternfsor the Nature of the Covenant be
limited to a fhort Time, it cannot exceed its Limits, be-
caule. the Time of its binding Force is expired, and it
continues no longer. 2. If the Covenant be not agreeable
unto the holy Word of God, it cannot be perpetual ; becaufe

no Covenanty Contraét or Bargain can bind us to Sin; for

every

|
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every Sin is a Breach of the Divine Law; 1 $obn ifi. 42
Sin is the Tranfgreffion of the Law: And the Wages of Sin ss
Death, Rom. vi. 23. And this is evident, becanfe the Law:
of Men muft be fubje& to the Law of God, and that from'

the Subordination of Caufes: And thusour holy Covenants,
National and Solemr League, difcover themfelves to be per- -

petual and of conflant Obligation upon this Realm. 1. By
- their being National in their own Nature, as is plain from-
themlelves, and (o had the Power of the Nation to confirm
them. 2. By the Terms of them, as appears from feveral
Sentences in the Covenants. 1. The National, towards the
latter End of it, whichisas follows, ¢ And finally, being
¢ cenvinced in our Minds, and confeffing with our Mouths, -
¢ that the prefent and fucceeding Generations in thisLand,
« are bound to keep the aforefaid National Oath and Sub-
¢ fcriptions inviolable,” Again, ¢ We therefore faithfully
¢ promife for ourfelves, our Followers, and all under us,
¢ both in publick and in our particular Families, and per-
¢ fonal ‘Carriage, to endeavour to keep ourfelves, £5¢, 2,
From the firft Paragraph in the Solemn League and Cove-
nant, which is astollows, ¢ That we and our Pofterity afrer
¢ us, may as Brethren, live in Faith and Love, and that the -
¢ Lord may delight to dwell in the Midft of us.’. 3.That

" thefe Covenants are perpetual, and ofa conftant binding -

‘Power over this Realm, is further evident by their Agree-
ablenels to‘the holy Word of God, that they are fo, few
who call themfelves Presbyterians deny ; yea, we know
of none that ever did or can prove them to be otherwife.
The Third Thing propofed, was to thew why fome Cove-

nants ought not to be forgotten. 1. Becaufe fome Covenants -

(as has been faid) are of a perpetual Nature, and fhould
not be forgotten ; it being at leaft a Step towards, if not the
atual Breachof a Covenantyto forgetit; and hence the
Ifrazlites are warned, Deut, iv. 23. Take beed unto yourfelves,
Jeft you forget the Covenant of the Lord your God, which be
made with you. and make you a graven Image. ' 2. Becaufe
it isa great Lofs for a Perfon to forget his Covenant; for
then he forgets the Covenant-Obligations that he lies un-
.aer, wkichis very fearfuls and thus prevents himfelf of
keepisig the Covenant, and lays himfelf under that dmfdi
. ] ) fu
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_ ful Guilt of Covenant-breaking, of which, fee Rom. i 29,

30. 3. Becaufe it is a greac Benefit rightly to remember,
our holy Covenants: °Tisa Means to make us watchful,
both to.endeavour to de the Duties that the Covenants re-

* quire, and fhun the Sins which they forbid. 4. Becaufe fors

getting our Covénants made with God is a great Difhonour
to him, and no lefs than a forgetting of the Lord in feme
Meafure, with whom the Covenants are made, Pfal. 1. 22.
Nowconfider thisy ye that forget God, lef) 1 tear you in Pieces,
and there be moneto deliver. . :
The Fourtb Thing propofed, was to prove, that it is
the Duty of a chriftianifed People to excite one another to
enter into a Covenant with the Lord; Covenanting being a
Duty init felf. 1. All the Scriptures that require us to
be helpful to our Brethren in fpiritua} Things, proves this
Dodtrine. 2. The Pra&tice of the Church and People

-of God proves it, ¥er. L. 4, §. In thofe Days and in that

Time, [aithtbe Lord, the Children of frael fball come, they
and the Children of Judah togetber, going and weeping : They
Jhall go and feck the Lord their Gody they fball ask the Way to
Zion, withtheir Faces thitberward; [aying, Come, let us join
ourfelves to the Lord in & perpetaal Covenant tbet fhall not be
fergotten, We are commanded to walk in the Footfteps of
the Flock, Cant. i. 8. 3,Our own Backwarduefs to cove-
nant with the Lord proves the great Need that we have to
excite one another unto this great Duty; we are fuch dull
and lazy Creatures, that we have much need of fomething
to quiczcn us toour Duty. - : .
The Fifth Thing propofed, was the Improvement. 1.
Hence we may be informed, that if ever it was the Duty
of a chriftiani(ed People to excite one another to enter into
Covenant with the Lord, it is certainly now in this perjur-
ed, blood-guilty, apoftate and backflidden Age, in which
our Zion is laid defolate, like the Church of old, Pfal. 1xxx.
12, 13, 14. 2. Hence we may be informed what dreade
fal Guilt there lies at the Door of pretended Presbyterian
Minifters in particular, above others in this corrupted Age,

"who cannot dény but that weare the Offspring of Apo-

ftates, neither tan they prove that ever either we or ourFa-
thers have returnced from this Apofta(y fince our boly Co-
. o . T ‘ venantg

~
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- venants were deceitfully breken ; yet altho” they well know
‘that thisawful Sword of Apottafy has been raging in this
calm above foutfcore Years, few or almoft nene of them
Ve ever to this Day fet the Trumpet to their Mouths
faithfully to warn poor Souls,of this Soul-murthering, God-
Provoking, and Ged-dethroning Sword ; yea, . inflead of
warning of their People of this, whatever Light any,of their
carers obtains either by ancient Writings or otherwife,
of this Sword; theyare unweariedlwinduftrious Night and
Day, toput that Light out, by Sophiftry, and perverting
of God’s infallible Word, if poffibly they can; and hence it
will be found, that almoft the Univerfality of the pretended
Watchmen in this declining Age, are guilty of the Blood of
‘Souls, Ezek, iiic 17, 18, Ezek. Xxxiii, 2. to the 10th Verfe,
Yfa. Ivi. 10, 11, 12, Ifa. ix, 15, 16. Hofea v, 1.. 2. Ule,
[here is juft Ground to lament, that Perfons in all Ranks
and Srations, are fo far frori exciting one another ¢o join our~
felves to the Lord in a perpetual Covenant; that almoft
every onein his Station, according to his Capacity, appears
evidently to ufe their utmoft Endeavoursto mar and hin-
der one another in this greatDuty of National Covenantin

or of a renewing of the fame ; which Tears of Blood are too

little to lament for this terrible and grievousDefeétion. Oht
have we not juft Caufe to join with the Prophet, %er. ix,
1, %, 3. 3. This unquecftionably is the Day of Facob’s
Trouble, and a Day in which he is very fmall; very few
lying all Night betweén the Porch and the Altar, and crying,’
Lord ! wilt thou not fpare a Remnant & Lord! how long fball
it be [v! When ‘wilt thou return unto thefe Defolations ; and
beautify Zion with thine own fracious Prefence, and let thy
Pricfts be cloathed with Truth and Rigbteoufnefs, that thy
Saints may fhout for Foy. I fe 3. With which the Sermon was-
concluded, wasan Exhortation to this long negleéted Duty
of exciting one another, to join ourfelves to theLord in a per-
etual Covenant not to be forgotten, which might be en-
orced by many Motives. 1. From the Lawfulnefs of Cove-’
nanting perfenally, family and national, as hath been prov-
ed. 2, From the Neceffity of exciting one another to this Dy-’
ty 3 we being all in a great Meafure Strangers to it, and
'very backward to fuch a fublime Werk, 3. From the great

- Difﬁgulty‘
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Difficulty of rightly entring into Covenant with the Lord
or a'renewing of our Covenant, 4. trom the Example of
the People of God in our Text and Context. §. From
the Becominguefs of the Thing, for Chriftians to be excit-
ing one another to Duties.
it is neceffary to acquaint the Reader here, thatat the
Renewal of thefe holy Covenants there was only one Mini-
fler or Preacher, and he only recovering out of great Sick-
nefs; (o through bodily Weaknefs, frequent Unwellnefs
' and Multtiplicity of Bufinefles, could not write but very
fhort and imperfet-Notes of the Sermons preached at that
_Occafion, and fome Notet that were written were lofts
and thus you have but fome Hints of two of the Sermons
which were then preached ; and no more is here defigned
to give, than Hints of them, and thefe moftly depending
i‘ upon cthe Memory ; (o that there may be fome Things here
whi;:h were not then (poken, and many not here which were
f oKen, -
N PBut to proceed in the Narration: After Prayer, and
" finging a Part of a Pfalm again, the Confeffion of Sins and
& Engagement to Duties, the Teftimony and the Covenants
~ were publickly read ; and as to the Confeffion of Sins, and
, Engagement to Duties, we do not imagine, that we
have particularized every Sin that we are guilty of, or
every Duty that we are bound ‘to perform; but we
have mentioned fuch publick Sins and Duties as did then oc~
cur to our Minds, which both we and others were guilty
., ©f and bound to, befides that Confeffion of Sins and Engage-
~ ment to Duties contained in our Wetminfler Confeffion of
. [ Faith. Again, as toour Teftimony, althoughit may appear
. firange in this declining Age, yet we don’t fuppofe that a-
ny Partof it will be found inconfifient with the Word of
. God, or with the faitbful Teflimonies of the witneffing
| Remnant: The Lawfulnefs of holding er lifting up a Tel-
.  timony againft the Abominations of the Age and Place in
which we live, is proved from God’s Word, Rev, xii. 11.
And they overcame by the Blood of the Lamb, and by the Word'
of their Teflimony, and they loved not their Lives unto- the
Death. A faithful Teftimony is two-fold; a witneffing a-
gainft prevailing Couupti%us, and for the Caufe of God,
S { ' Thke

. ' ‘
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The Time when thereisa Neceffity for thofe that would
be faithful to God, and to their Generation, to lift up their
united Teftimony, is, when Error and Immorality over-

‘ - fpread both Church and State 5 that their very Conftituti

on is corrupted, or when the Generality.of the Members of
Judicatories either Civil orEcclefiafticalare corrupted, that
they fhut the Doors of their Judicatures againft the right
Exercife of Government ; in fuch Times and Circumftances
there is no other Methed for the {malleff Number to be
faithful to God and the Generation; but by joining and lift-

ing upa Teftimony againft the Corruptions that abound ; .

and for the right Regulation of Judicatures, - 1. That when
the very Conftitution of Judicaturesis corrupted, and it is
but in vain to ufe any other Method than lifting a publick
Teftimony againft them, by the fmalleft Number, is plaia
from the Word of God, Job.xiv. 4. Who can bring a clean
Thisg out of an unclean ? not one. James iii. 11, 312 Now
that the very Conftitution of Judicatures is corrupted, he
* that runs may read it,and from a corrupt Poyntain nothing
but corrupt g
more noble than its Caufe. 2. Where the Generality of
* the Members of Judicatures are corrupted, there is n0 0-
ther Method can rightly be ufed but by teftifying againft
“themin a feparate Way., Titus iii. 10. 4 Man that is an
Heretick, after the' firft and fecond Admonition, rejed. 2
Thefl. iii. 6. Such” Perfons will not,give Ear, norj fuffer
themfelves to be reclaimed, but fhutting the Doors of their
Judicatures againft all Supplications or Entreaties for their

Reformation; mocling, deriding and abufing of the Prefent-

ers of them 3 it appears plain, that there is a loudCry at this
Day tor faithful Teftimonies againft- the abounding Cor-
ruptions. Asto the Covenants there is no material Alte=
ration made ; for only the Names of feveral Ranks of Pee-
ple that did not join with usin the Renewal, and Names
of Places were left out, not as feme People imagine, to cut
them out of the Covenants or ary Obligation te them, but
only to difcover, that fuchdid not join with us in the Re-
newal of the Covenants, although we are far from imagin--
ing but it was their Duty as well as ours. As to the fupreme

"Magjftrate, we have writ in the Margin our Minds. ‘cl:‘hc :

0:

treams can flow ; for the Effe& can never be -
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Covenants were renewed by {olemn Swearing to them, with
an uplifted Hand to Almighty Ged : During the Time of
reading the TeRimony, and Renewal of the Covenants,
the Sword was drawn: -About this there are many
Conjc&ures ; fome imagine that the Sword was drawn for
fear of Man,, but this iscertainly falfe; again, fome pre-
tend that it wasdrawnin Rebellions and fuch like Notionsg
but theReafon of theSword’s being drawn at thatTime,was,
1. Becaule no War is proclaimed without a drawn Sword,
and there is no Reafon that this thould be fingular in this
rticular. 2. Becaufe our renowned Anceftors were con-
ained to draw_the Sword in-the Defence of their own:
Lives, dnd for their maintaining of a true Presbyterian co-

+ venanted Reformation. On the Account of this alone, to

wit, their adhering unte a true Presbyterian Reformation,
they were perfecuted by thatcruelTyrant Cbarles the fecond,
by-taking away their Lives, if they would not forfake their
Religian, and tirn with the Tyrant; and they choofed ra-

. ther to draw the Sword in Defedce of their Livesand their

Religion, than to relinquifh their Religion : And our draw-
ing the Sword, is to tettify to the World, that we are one
in Judgment with them; and that we are to this Day wil-
ling to maintain the fame defenfive Wat in defending our
Religion and ourfelves againft all Oppofers thereof, altho®

the Defence of thefe fhould coft us our Lives, or any Thing

that is moft dear to us; and this we have fufficient Warrant

~ for, Pfal. xciv. 16. Who will rife up for me againfl the Evil-

doers 2 Or who will fland up for me againft the Workers of I-
niquity? If thefe be not Evil-deers, who punifh Perfons
for adhering to the true Caufe of God, we know not who
are, Matth, x. 28. And fear vot them which kill the ‘Body,
but are not able to kill the Soul 5 but rather fear bim which is
able to deflroy both Body end Soul in Hell. Luke xxii. 36
And be that hatb no Sword, let bim [ell bis Garment and byy
enc. Adsiv, 19, 20. Rev: xii. 11. The 34 Reafon whx
the Sword wasdrawn at that Time, was, becaufe it 'hat

been the Pradtice of the faithful witnefling Remnant, to re-
new the Covenants with a drawn Sword, and we are com-

. manded to follow the Footfteps of the Flock, Cent, i. 8.

‘W e look upon thofe who rcgﬁcd unto Blood, nﬁvingdpisnaiﬂ
, . 2 : Sin

N
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- Sin, to be the only true Flock of Chrift in their Day; and
as fuch ‘we defire to follow their Example in- this. This
‘War is not offenfive, but defenfive : not tor falling uaon

“Perfons'te take away their Lives, but a defending our Re-
ligion and ourfelyes from all uojutt Aflaultsofothers; which,
.is allowable untp every Creature that bath Life.

' Head 1V. Some Remarks are to be made upon the fol-

Jowing Pamphlets: 1ff, Upon that Piece, (entituled, The
" Declaration of the Presbyterses of New Brun{wick and New

Caftle:)’ Remark 1. By this Picce the Wefiminfler Confef- 1 |

“fion of Faith is ridiculed and flighted 5 which appears. 1.
From their afferting in the Eighth Page, ¢ That nvo Part of
¢ the Twenty third Chapter of the Confeffion of Faith is to
¢ be underftood as oppolite to the memorable Revolution,

¢ and the Settlement of the Crown of the three Kingdoms

¢ in the illuitrious Houfe of Hannover’ And hence it is
evident, that no Part of the Twenty-third Chapter of the
.Confeffion of Faith, is to be taken asit is; for every Para-
graph of this Chapter is direétly oppofite in plain Words to
~-.the Settlement of the Crown in the Way and Manner that
At was thendone; In the firft Paragraph it is faid, that
Magiftrategare for the Glory of God and the publick Good,
for the Dejence and Encouragement of them that are good,

.§9¢. And neither of which can be faid, according to God’s .

-Word, that Settlementis; it being Prelacy, the known
Anventions of Men,  In the fecond Paragraph ’tis faid, they
" 'ought efpeciallyto maintain Piety and Juftice, & And what

1

i

]
i

‘Agreement is betwixt thisand theSacramental I'eft,that pre« .'
tendedLiberty of Confcience,and the like,let him that runs *

.Tead. In theThird Paragraph it is faid of Civil Rulers, that
.it is their Duty to preferve Unityand Peacein the Church,
that the Tryths of God be kept pure and entire ; that ajl
‘Blafphemy and Herefies be fupprefled, all Corruptions and
- Abufes in Worfhipand Difcipline be prevented.or reform-
ved: If thefe Things are not oppofite to the Settlement
in that Houfe, it is hard to tell whatis oppofite. In the laft,
Paragraph it is faid, that {nfidelity or Difference in; Reli-
ion doth not make void, €&¢. By thé Settiement of the .

~Crown, no true Presbyterian can be admitted to it; and -

_in fhort, 0o puiscr Perfon bucEpiicopal Perfons alone; which '
. o proves

i
1
i
i
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proves fo a Demonftration, that Prelacy is the Claim of
Right to the Throne ; thae is, without profeffing E pifcopacy,
no Perfon can he admitted there, let their Rights or ‘guali-

ficationsbe what they will: This Sentence is frequently

advanced asa Reafon for Subjeétion unto the prefent pre-
tended Magiftrates; butaccording to the Claim of Right,
it can be no Reafon; becaufe by it not only Infidels, but alfo
all Perfons of whatfoever Periwafion,exceptEpifcopals,have
noAccefs to theThrone ; and thus it overthrows thisReafon;
for if no Perfon have Accefs to the Throne bat Epifcopals,
which is undeniable, then no Perfon can be a Magifirate
wichout either being of the Epilcopal Pet{wafion, or that
complies therewith by their " ubjcétion'to Prelatical Laws.
1f no Part of this Chapter is to be undcrflood oppofite to
the Revolution and the Settlement of the Crown in that .
Houfe, how canany ot the Chapters be oppefite ¢ For
it is probable, that there is no Oppqfition or Clalhing of one

. Chapter againft or with another. So there is a manifeft

Overthrowing of all the Thirty three Chapters, and an aw-
ful Slur caft upon that worthy Affembly that profefs’d that
they had caft off Prelacy, and turned fromit. Yet if this

Declaration be right, they have only drawn up Articles of .
Faith agreeable to Prelacy, or at beft one Chapter, which

either muft agree with the reft or elfe clath with them, ei-
ther of which to charge upon fuch a Venerable Aflembly,
feems a very bold Attempt. 2. That the Wefiminfier Con-
felfion of Faith is ridiculed and flighted by this Declaration,
_appears farther from the Words in the 11th Page, with
fome in the 1 2th; which are fuch as thefe 3 ¢ Only we would
¢ not be underftood to mean asif every particular Direéti;
¢ onand Circumftance contained therein were of pecel-
¢ fary Obligation upon us, as that for Inftance, we muft

¢ always begin publick Worlhip firft with Prayer, much
¢ lefs that we can now pray for the fame alifted Queen of
¢ Bobemia, &c.> *Tisobfervable, that in the 11th Page
they acknowledge, that the Dircélory direéls to the right
Manner of performing the publick Worfhips and yet here
~dznies that this is binding on thems which appears firange,
thit the right Manner of performing publick: Worfhip
- fhould not be binding on them ; 'kt feems as if they allowed
: : themfelves
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themfelves to be wrong ; which doth not agree with God?
- linefs. Again, it isa vilifying of the Aflembly, plainly inti~

mating, that they (pent Time in vain, giving needlefs Di- .

\ Te&ions; and a ready Method to caufe Perfons to flight
-their Labour. As to the praying for the afflited Queen
of Bobemia, therg feems to be a Parallel of thisin the facred
Records, Epbef. vi. 19. And for me, &c. Can any be fo
extravagant ag to fuppofe,” that becaufe Pagl is now dead,

- that this Part of the facred Records is loft; and not bind-
ing npon us? Or, that we are obliged to pray far the dead ?
Surely either of thefe would bea grofs ‘Abufe of the hely
Word of God :  The plain Meaning muft be, that this is a
Command for uste pray for fuch as are faithful Minifters,
as he was: So in the Inftance ahove,if we know ofany truly
reforming or truly reformed Queen or Queens, we are di-
refted to pray for her or them in their AfHition in paiti-
cular, Again in the fame 12th Page, they fay, ¢ We do
¢ not fee why Perfons of (Quality thould on that Account be

- ¢ exempted from performing of the Worihip of God them-

¢ felvesin their own Families, more than others.’ ~Confefs °

fion of Faith, Page 393, is this, / being always free for Pers
fons of Quality to entertain one approved by the Presbytery, for
performing Family Exercife, in other Familics where tbe Head
‘gftbc Family is mot fit.  Again, in the Declaration in the
ante Page, ¢ And the Meeting of Perfons of divers Fami-
¢ lies therein difapproved, are not to be underftood of pri-
¢ vate Societies, &¢c. Confeffion of Faith, in the forefaid
Page, At Family Worfbip a fpecial €are is to be bad thateach
Family keep by themfelves. Let the unprejidiced Reader
confider, what Ground there was for fuch Explications, or
rather a perverting of the Direftory, and fee if the Whole
of this Declaration be not a plain Ridiculing of the Confe(-
fion of Faith, and endeavouring to render it Odious in the
Eyes of the People ;'and Oh! how centrary is this to the
Duty of faithful Presbyterian Minifters: God knows they

‘may bluth to affume the Name of Presbyterian Minifters.

" 2d Retatk, Isthe dire& Contradi&ion in this Declarati-
" on to itfelf; in the 8tb Page, theyplainly affert, that no Part
of the 23d Chapter fhall b underttood as oppofite to the Re-
volution, and to the Settiement of theCrown in theHoufe of
S ‘ : Haunnover 3
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HManover 3 and in the fame Page they affert, that Jefus
Chrift is the alone King,Head and Law%(i‘ver of his Church,
which is his peculiar, fpiritual and free Kingdom, fo as none
have Authority and Right to give Laws and Ordinances to
his Churcb, asfuch, but himfelf only, 1. From this it is
evident asany Thing can be by Words, that thefe pretend-
ed Presbyteries fiedfaftly adhere unto, andare a Part of
the Revolution Church; the abominable State of which,
the Contrariety of its State unto the State of the true re-
formed Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and the Reafons
why trye Presbyterians fhould feparate from this Revoluti=
on Chuarch, we refer the Reader unto a Book, (ihtituled,
Tbe plain Reafons for & true Difcovery of thefe Things.) 2
The dire&t Oppofition of thefe Sentences appears in
this; the one afferts that Jefus Chrift alone is. the Head
and Law giver of the Church; thie other, altho’ not inex-
prefs Words,‘yet in Subftance; that the Su?reme Magiftrate

‘is Head and Lawgiver to the Church ; for, according to
the Settlement of the Crownin the *Houfe of” Hancvers

" it is fo, as is undeniable from the Coronation Oath of Wil

liam Henry, and from the 37th Article of the Church of -
England s Faith y and agreeable to thefe they bave infti-
tuted Archbifhops, Bithops, and many other Orders, of
their own Invention, koeeling at the Sacrament, crofling .
in Baptifm, Prayers, Chriftmafs, the Sacramental Teft,
Tythes, Oaths, and Abundance of other Things. This
palpable Clathing of Sentences muft of neceflity flow from
one of thefe Things ; either, 1/}, From profound Ignorance
ofthe real Diftinftion and plain Djfference between the
State of this Revolution Church, and the State of- the true.
reformed Presbyterian'Church of Scotland. Or, 2d, from

- dreadful Sophiftry, by mingling of Prelacy and Eraftianifm

with the true Presbyterian reformed Religion ; that by this -
Mixture, Antichrift’s Wares may fell the better, and that

_People may thereby be blindfolded, and continue in _their'

State of Apoftafy ; cither of which Kind of Teachers is aw-
ful, Matth. xv. 14. Andif the Biind lead the Blind, both
Jball fall into the Ditch, Col. ii. 8, Bewere left any Man [poi}
you through Philojophy and vain Deceit, after the Trqditions
of Men.~——2dly, Sqme Remarks vpon a' Satyr, term’d,

o o - " Animad-
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Animadverfions on Mr, Craighead’sReafons of receding froms -
the Judicatories of this Cburch, by Mr. Samuel Blair. ~ Re-
mark 1f}, in general upon the Piece ; and (() the Author
hath not ufed common Manners in his Performance, bad his
Writing been of the moft ruftick Perfon in the Province
thisis fo evident through the whole Piece, that any Periomr
that hath common Senfe mav eafily perceive it; but this
perhaps may be owing to the Badnefs of his Caufe, or fome-
thing worfe ; and much lefs hath Mr. Blair wrote in a Chrif

tian Manner, Mat. v. 22. But I fay, unto you, that whofo-

ever is angry with bis Brotber without ¢ Cauje, [hall be in dan-
ger of the Judgment ; and whofoever fball [ay'to bis Brother,
- Rata, fball be in danger of the Council, but whofocver fhatl
[a7, Thou Fool, fhall be in danger of Hell fire. . Although he
fpeaks of the Mecknefs and Gentlenefs of Chrift, yet how
little does his Writing favour of it, but rather of that
Warmnefs of Spirit which he fpeaksagainft, (2)Mr. Blair
fays frequently, that Mr. Craighead’s Reafons are ground-

- lefs, altho’ they include in them a Teftimony for the Pref-

byterian reformed Religion, aDifcovery that the veryFoun-
dation of the Church in thefe Parts is cogrupt, and proved

. . to be fo, by their own Aéts and Scripture, and yet not one
© Word advanced to prove.them groundlefs, either from the =
Word of God or from any Part of the Confeffion of Faith, -

except fome few Words out ef the Direlory, which are on-
1y brought for the Vindication of one of their Number,but

only his Say.fo to piove all, which ’tis too manifeft, thatMr.
rﬁany People take his Word, infiead of

* the Word of God 3 which implicit Faith may pafs amongft
Papifts that are bound 'to believe what the Prieft faithy .

- Blair knows; that

but’tis very oppofite to that which the Spirit of God com-

- mends the Bereans for, when they had an infpired Apoftle

teaching to them, Afs xvii. 10, 11. It is ‘very awfu]

‘when Perfon’s Say foes paffes current for Proof; and it e. |

vinceth either the Weaknefs of the Perfon, or the Unfound-
nefs and Rottennefs of the Caufe, that it will not bear the
Touch. flone of God’s Word'to proveit by. 3d. Remark,
is Mr. Blair’s Vindication of Errors, or his endeavouring
todo fo: as for Inftance, his endeavouring to vindicate

 thofe A of a pretended Synod in hie Piece : Now fpeak. .
‘ : o , ing .
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ing of which, by many Peopie were (o abhorred for their
rroncoufnefs, that the. were ready to leave thofe that
they had owned for theit Minifters, wuntil the pretended
Synod was conftrained to do fomething to pacify the Peos
ple; although whdt was done, was nothing but a blmdt'old.
ing of them. Again, his vindicating of that erroncous Picce,
termed ‘theirDeclaration ; and rhat Piece he wrote inVindi-

- ¢ation of Mr. Whitefield’sErrors. many of which be confefled

himfelf to be Errors. Many other Inftances might be given

¥ of his Endeavours to cover or vindicate Errors, which ig

~———

exceedingle difmal.  4th, Remarks upon particular Places.
And 1/, Upon fome Places that appear to be falfe: (1.)
Page 7th, whereas he declared to the World in the moft
bpen and publick Manner, that he feparated himfelf from
us, before ever he gave the Presbvtery the leaft Account
that he bad any fuch Thingin his Thought. All the Groand
that we know of, that Mr. Blair hath for this Affertion, is, ‘
becaufe Mr. Craighead did not ge to his Sacrament that
Year; and we have equal Ground with him upon this Ac-
tount, to affert. that he feparated from us the Year before,
who was not with us at our Sacrament : But this w'roul.d be
buta faife Foundation to build the Affertion upan in either
Sides. Butithat this Affertion is entirely faife, is plain,
by Mr, Craigbead’s giving in the Reafons of his withdraw-
ing from the Presbytery,and that Ne was not feparated from
them; for if fo, to what Purpofe would it be to have given
Reafons for that which was done already ? Nav, if he ‘had
a&ually feparated from them as unfound, what had thev to
do to receive his Reafons? Or how could he have offer-
td thq Reafons to them, much lef propofe Terms to them,

with his Reafons of Re-union with them? (2.) Mr. Blaiv
favs, Page 12. fpeaking of the Civil Magiftrate, < But that
* he may punifh Perfons merely for efitertaining erroneous
¢ Principles, isa groundlefs, unreafonable Notjon.> Herée
isa wonderful criticifing upa a Word whichit will in no-
Wwife bear ; for a Perfon cannot be known to Men. that he
is erroneous. ‘unlefs he difcover it either by Word. Profee

| fonor Pradtice : And it is manifeft, both by the Words cjt=

ed in'the $th Page of the Preface, ard from the A& iffelf-

| inthe 7thPage, that it is the profeffing of Errors that is
| b o

intend<
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intended by what is (aid.  But this is much like the falfe

Glofs that the Author putsupon many Things. Befides

his endeavouring to vindicate that erroneeus A& of the
pretended Syned, as he did Mr. Whitefield’s Errors, Mr.
Biair faith, Page 23. And that he will be accountable to
no {uperior Judicatory on Earth. That is direétly falfe; for
never {uch a Ward hath he written, fpoken, or come into
his ’[hought\; but the Reverfe is Truthy 0 wit, That we
look upon ourfelves,all of us, accountable to any faith-

ful Judicature fuperior to a Seffion ef the, tfue re-

formed and covenanted Presbyterian Church of Scotland, ot
any Partofit; and hould look upon it asa great Privilege

to enjoy the Opportunity of any fuch Judicatory, 26th
Page. The Author faith, It is falle in Fa&t, that the Ge-

nerality of Miniftersand People took-thefeOaths that wete
impofed in King Charles 2d's Time. This indeed looks
fomething arrogant like, for a Perfon to affert a Falfhoad

on another, without any Ground or Shadow of Proof : >Tis

“*admirable what all this proceeds from! But ’tis too plain,-

that neither good Manners, good Parts, orTruth, isregard- -

‘ed; ‘towit, That what the Author afferted was falfe, ap- -
pears from Mr. Wodrow’s Hiftory, which he hath had the -

Opportunity of, Pol.'1, pag, 22, 23. concerning the Oath -
-of Allegiance ;' pag. 26.of an Infirument affertory of the °

King’s Prerogative; pag. 278. of the Bond of Peace, this

generally figned ; pag. 287. and 308. of the Indulgence:
Appendix, pag. 124. of the Oath of Supremacy; pag. 173, -

174, of 2 Bond concerning Wives, Children and Servants, -

and Cottars : Pul, 2. pag. 193, 194, of another Oathj
P=g. 436, of the Oath of Abjuration, and another Command -

for taking it, pag. 4765 and 495. Perfons were condemn- -

ed-to die for refufing the QOath of Allegiance, Supremacy

and Abjuration. Hence you may perceive, that not only -

the Generality of Per{ons and in all Ranks teok thefe Oaths, :
Infiruments,' Tefts, Bonds, but almoft the Univerfality of -

Perfons, except fuch as oppoled them, all which were but -

few in Number in refpeét of Compliers. b, Mr. Blair :

faith, page 33. ¢ If Mr. Craighead fo fwears to the Direéto- -
¢ rv, he muft pray.for all in Authority, efpeciaily for the
¢ King’s Majefty, ©e.” This doth not appear like Truth,..
S , RS I
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/1.) Becaufe the Dire€tory muft agree with the Covenants,
they being reccived by the fame Affembly that compofed it :
The Covenants exprefly bind People to Magiftrates in De-
fence of the true reformed Preshyterian Religion, and not
to the oppofite of it. (2.) Bécaufe there is no Parallel be-
tween the Perfons which ufed Autherity then, and now s
for they were then only endeavouring to bring in Prelacys
and vigoroufly oppofed ;-and now it is eftablithed By a Law,
on the Ruins of 2 Presbyterian Religion: There is alfo a

fications to rule. 6th, Page 35. ¢ How unjuft is it in Mr.

¢ Craighead to talkat this Rate, as if we denied Part of .

¢ the Confeffion of Faith, &'%.’ That they do deny Part of
the Confeffion of Faith, their own Deciaration and their
publick A@sdoth evidence, And inthe fame Page, Mr.

. Blair faith,¢ And he knoweth that we maintain and preach

-——

* the true Gofpel of Jefus Chrift, €¢.> Had Mr. Blar faid,

- He kpew that they maintain fome Gofpel Truths, and

preached from the Word of God fometimes, which is true
in itlf, we could agree in this, but netas he writes; for
tis evident, that they maintain many Errors, fuch as, their,
Terms of Communion, and others: Things in many of their
Sermons ares faliey as is too evident 3 as for Inftance, feveral

'L Things in two Sermons at Whiteclay-creek, one at Poque,

another at Paxton, and. the fréquent explaining the firft
Part of the xiii Chapter of the Romans. 7tb, la the 26th
Page, he (aith, ¢ One thatwill fay this, for any Thing he-

. ¢ knew, he may fay any. Thing that’s centrary to all Expe- ~

¢ rience.’ Let anyunprejudiced Perfon coniider how ill
this Paflage agrees with the Word of God, and how much’
it looks like a dire& Contradi&tion of the Words of Chrift

i Jefus, Matth, xxiii. 29. to the 37 Verfe. The Pharifees
pretended Love to the holy Prophets, by building theit

Tombs: So the pretended Presbyterians, they™ pretend
Love to the Martyrs and covenanted Caule, by profeffing
that they were. right in dying for it, and that’it is agree-

able to God’s Word ; yet never emplpyed Pen nor Tongue

in the Vindication of it : -But both are emplsyed in Oppo-

, fition of it,-asis undeniable from the Piece before me.and .
from the Sermons mentioned, and many others. “(2.):The

D2 Dharie
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Pharifees (ayy If they bad been sntbe Days of their Fatberg, |
they would not bave been Partckers youith them su the Blood of |

~the Prophets.  Our Author fays, Do we fwear that the King
is the onlv fupreme Judge in all Caufes? Do we fubjeét our-
felves to be governed by Divcefan Bithops inour minif:erial
8ﬂicc?"ﬂ_e might have added, Do we fhed the Blood of the

“Covenanters 2 Mr. Blair cannot have juft Ground to deny,
tha: heand the Generality of his Affociates are the Clildren
of shem thatdid all thefe Things; or hath he orany of his
Adbherents forfaken that fame Courfe of Apofiafy, Perjury, -
Blood guiltinefs ‘and” Backlliding, that their Forefatherg

it T PREFACE, S ‘
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walked in when thefe Things were done? Again, Mr.
1
c
!

Biair and his Adherents own Subjc&ion to the Perfon that
is fworn to be the fupreme Judge ot all Caufes Civil and
Eccletiakick, and joins with them many Ways which havé
adtually fworn fo, they join in Subj:&ion to them, Couter
deracy with them, in praying for them, and in endeavour-
ing to. windicate their Right to exercife Power, and the
Goodnefs of the Exercife. . How this agreeswith 2 Chrone = |
¥ix. 2. the judicious Reader may judge, and whether, ac- |
cording to the Law ot God and Man, there is much Differ- |
ence between Mr. Blair, his Adherents, and thofe thatdid
fwear all thefe Things. Again, Mr, Blair cannot on any |
good Ground deny, that Diocefan Bifhops have a great |
Hand in the Government of the Realm: and if he fhould,
that comman Proverb proves it, No Bifbop, no King. Now,
that all theMembers of the pretended Preshyteries of New-
. Brunfwick and Newcaflle, that call themfelves Minifters, da
fubmit their Miniftry to the abovefaid Government, their- .
ewn.Declaration is a certain Proof of. Again, it cannot be
denied onany juft Ground, that fome who join with 'Mr.
. Blair, thatare under the Charafter of Minifters, Magif-
tratesand common People, who have ufed ne finall Endea-
vours to incenfe and exafperate thofe that have theManage.
ment of the Governmert in their Hands, againft tholg
that onlv profefs the true Presbyterian reformed ard cove-
nmaated Religion, and that oaly approve of that Pradtice
which is agreeable thereto, and contormable to the fame.
It che Truth of this be called in - Queftion, the Name of not
a few of the Perfons that have done fo canbe produced, and
v . O e
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the Perfons with whom they have dealt for this End.  Now,
it’js difficalt to tel) how fuch Perfonsin their-Stations can. -
come rearer to the fliedding of our Blood, until they gomg
to the Ation itfelf; the Want of which is evident to a De»
monttration, is not for Want of Will to do it, but for Wang
of Power, fcrmilfion orOpportunity : But Glory for ever ta
our glorious King and Law-giver, that hath taught fome

. of us to hold our Lives beyound the utmoft Line of any ¢rea-

ted Being, and not to fear them that kill the Body, May
the bleflcd God forgive thefe unhappy Creatures, ard cone
vince them of their Sin.  8th, Mr. Blair faith, page 44.
¢ Only that | know,Mr. Craighead faw thisExplication loag
¢ betore he publifhed thefe s Reafons.®  Mr. Blair had:
need to comment on this Paffage,to keep it from downright
clathing wich what he faid corcerning Mr. Lraighead’s Se-
paration, page 7. tor there he faith, Thatin the moft open
and publick Manrner he had feparated from them, when
Mr. Craighead had only not gone to his Sacrament.  And
gere he afferts,That he had fcen the Explication long before
he publifhed bis Reafons; whereas the Truth' is, that the .
Reafons were publickly read before ‘the Presbytery, fuch

asit was, and left amongft them, either a Day:or two, be-

fore Mr. Craighcad heard or faw the Explication, to the

beft of his Memorv:And, if that was not apublifhing of them,.
it is wonderful, unlefs it muft paslike many Things elfe,-

- that they were not publifhed, becaufeMr. Blair fays fo, -

which is a very vlender Prooty when his Say-foes evidently
contradi¢t one another, altho’y upon a Review ot the Re-
marks made upon Mr. Gilbert Tennent’s Letter, we find no
juft Groimd to juflify them, they favouring too mucn of

" Grace being the proper Terms of Commurion; which is

agreeable unto that corrupt Principle that we have imbib-
ed, and too long continued ire  3dly, Some Remarks vpon
a Preface emitted by Mr. Samuel Finlay, in a Book con-
cernivg the Ajoravians, Remairk 1. Page 4ths ¢ Here is
¢ one who finds rot half the Delight and Pleafure in the
¢ whole Syftem of Divine Revelation, asin one fingle con-
¢ troverted Point, vig. of the SolemrLeague andCovenint.’
€1.) This is exceeding rafh judging, very contrary to ths
S Wwor
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Word of God, Matth. vii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 (2.) Itisanoto<-
rious Falfhood, which the holy God and feveral.of our own
Souls are Witneffes unto. Had-the Author in this the com-
mon Exercife of Reafon, he would have been afraid to ut-
ter fucha bold and prefumptuous Affertion; for cer-
tainly, at beft he hath afferted that, which, if it were true,
none but God alone could determine, who only knows the
Secrets of all Hearts; whichdifcovers the Affertion to be
very ridiculous, and, upon a right reflex Thought, cannot
but appear unto the Author Limfelf to be a manifeft Falf-
hood. . Remark 2. isof that odious, groundle(s and direét-
ly untrue Comparifon ufed by the Author in Page 4, 5, 6,
betwixt true Presbyterians and the AMoravians. That it
is no lefs than what is faid, the Author himfelt undeniably
proves, Page 8. ¢ But let none miftake me, as if [ fet the
¢ Moravians and thofe who infift on the Covenants on the

. * fame Level in every Thing, or that real Chriftians can as

¢ readily be on one Side as theother 2 Noj, the latter have
¢ infinitely the Preference, becaufe they hold the Truth of

¢ Religion j but the Moravians corrvpt it wholly." Letthe . -

Reader paufe a ligtle bere, and confider, if the Author
hath not plainly laid himfelf open to that Doom, Lake xii.
47. Andthat Servant which knew bis Lord’s Will, and pre-
pared not himfelf, neither did according to bis Will, " fhall be

beaten with many Stripes. It is very wonderful how the

bleffed God over-rules Perfons, whofe plain Defign is to
overturn the Caufe of God, and yet fometimes are extorted
to witnefs for God againft themfelves ; as is evidently the

- Cale of the Author, who hath clearlyafferted, that the Co-

venanters hold the Truth of Religion without Referve, - -

whereas he, againft his own Light, difcovered by his Ac-
knowledgment, oppofeth and ridiculeth this very Religior,
comparing the Moravians and the Profeflors of it together.’
Houw ill this Praétice doth agree with Fude 3. Jt was need-
fub for me to write untoyos, gnd exbort ysa, that ye fhould
carneftly contend for tie Faith which was .once delivered unto
the Sgints. Remark 3+. the “Author afizrts, Page 6, 7.
¢ That the Grounds of Mr. Craigbead s Separation are fuch
¢ as the ‘Scripture will not warrant a Separation upon.”
This he doth not prove by any Scripture, or aoy Thing b};x't

o 1S
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bis Say-fo; which, alas! toe evidently appears to be of no

“great Value. That there was juft enough Ground of Sepa-
‘ration, appears from the Treatment that Perfons metywith,

merely for endeavouring to vindicate a true reformed Re-
ligion, and to prevail with them to comply with it. - Meft
in the Province have heard the Epithets” Perfons have had
given them on this Account, fuchas, Divifive Perfons, Mar-
rers of the Work of Grace,and fuch like 3 which are a plain
Proof, that the Doors of the pretended Ecclefiaftical Judica-
toriesare faft fhut againft any Thing like a true Reformaa
tion of the Church, and that fhe is fundamentally corrupted,
and that, while fhe remains fo, there is no other Method

"that is in the Power of the fmalieft Number to do, agree-

.able to the Word of God, and the true covenanted reform-
_ed Presbyterian Rules, but by withdrawing or receding
from this Harlot Church.  See the Informatory Vindication,

"Head 4th, and the Book termed ¢4e Plain Re?ﬁm:. Remark

4. Page 7. he hath fet the Cafe in fuch an unfair Light, yea

. falfe Light, &¢. If fuch an Accufation be jutt, when the
. Author doth not give the leaft Inftance or Proof of the Cale

being perverted, let the jodicious and impartial Reader
judge, or how little Weight fhould be given te fuch Affer- .
tions, 1 Tim. v. 19. Remark 5. faith Page 7. fpeaking of
Chrift’s Crofs, ¢ Hisis made ready to my Hand.” The Au-
thor might be asked, Whether that did not look like 2Crofs
that was made to his Hand, when he was ftopt in the Exer-’

_cife of the Minifiry until he took an Oath? * Can any fay,

that thiswasa Crofs of the Authoi’s own making? Or a-.

- gain, Canany fay, that it was no Crofs, if he was truly ,
" preaching Chrift, and could not have Leave to continue

therein without taking the Oath? Which appears to he
the Cafe by his own Report. Now the Queftion is, Wh=.

“ther,according to the Author’s own Words, in defribing -
_theCrofs of Chrift, that was not the Crofsof Chrift to which - - .

he had notbing to do but teke it up ? Surely it looked very
like the Crofs of Chrift, altho® he found a Methed to

. efcape it 3 vet not to the Glory of God, nor his owny Mat,

X. 39. Me that findeth bis Life fhall lofe it. Whether the

- Fear of Mandid not prevail above the Fear of God, in that

Affair, the Reader may judge. Remark 6. The Agth(ﬁc
: . valls
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boafts nmuch, Page 8. That he hathdrawn the Sword, &',
1t appears, that the Author hath not well remembred,
1 Krngs XX, 1. Let not bim that girdeth on his Harnefs, boaft
bimiclf as be that putteth it off. *Tis too common for young
Soldiers to brag of their Valour, -before they well know
what they are gbout; which is fmall Prudence : There is
little Ground of boafting of a drawn Sword, when the Point
thereof isturned in towards the Bowels of the Perfon- that
wearsit. Ifthe Author will boaft of fuch an Exploit, that
e hath girded on his Sword, and refolves to continue the
Combat. altho’ it is turned to bis own Bowels, let him ré-
member fill, that Self-murder of all Murder is the worft.
4tbly, Some Remarks upon a fmall Piece, intituled, The Exd=
miner examined, by Mr, Gilbert Tennent. Remark 1. Page
* 120. Mr. Tennent (aith, ¢ My Soul abhors the (ordid Mear-
- nefs and corttralted Views of Bigotry and PartyZeal. If Mr,
Tennent bv PartyZeal, underftands the making of Faétions or
Parties, inOppofition to the trueCaufe of God, that'his ~oul
fhould abhor;this is very agreeable to theWord of God, from
Rom. xvi. 17. Mark them which caufe Divifion and Offences,
contrary to the Dolrine which ye have ledrned and avoid them:
But if he means, any Party, tho> right and honeft to the
Caufe of God, feparating themfelves from all Churches
thatare fundamentally corrupted, as hath been proven that

the pretended PresbyterianChurch in thefePartsis, and that-

they zealoufly contend and firive to mairtain and uphold
that Party. tho® never fo finall, and oppofe all other Parti¢s
without Exception ; to fay, that his Soulabhors fucha Pat-
‘ty. which appears to be his Meaning, he may as well (ay,

His Soul abhors Obedience to-God’s Commands; foras thete

is but orie true Church, fo we are commanded ‘to contend
earncfHy for the Fajth once delivered unto the Sairts, Tude 3.
and we are commanded to withdraw frovi every Brother thdt
waiks diforderly, 2/ Thefl. iii. 6. Bigotry properly fignifieth
Stiffnefsor Obftinacy in that which is eithér wrong, or not
.werth, the ftriving or contending about ; and le cannot pro-

perlv be applied to Perfons contending for the true Caufe

of God : For in. this we cannot be too vigorous. Remark 2.
In the fame Page Mr. Tennent fays, ¢ That Mr, Craigbead
who was formerly in a State of Union with us, but having

: : more
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® rore Zeal and Pofitivenefs, than Knowledge and Judg- -
¢ ment, hath (chifmatically broken Communion with us, and
¢ adopted the rigid CameronianScheme.” 1. Asto the Re-
verend Mr. Richard Cameron, who was as true and faithfur
to the Caufe of God asany one in his Day, and who valiant- -

\ ly fealed the true covenanted reformed Presbyterian Caufe
withhis own Blood, in the Field of Battle, which he had
profefled, from whom true Presbyterians have been fres
quently termed Cameronians by fome to this Day; althe®

t tis true, that fome that did go under this Name;, and ap-
peared ftedfaft until Williasn Menry came to the Throne,
by whom they were deceived and carried away frem the

Truth, tofollow him, and yet retains the Name of the Ca- -

meronian Regiment 5 and it may be, that Mr. Tennent
| means by rigid Cameronians, thole who continued -fledfaft
in the Faith, and did not turnaway with William Heiry,
andthe reft that were corrupt. 2. It appears plain, that
. Mr. Tennept difowns that he or thofe that join with him,
are of the Cameronian Scheme, that is, are true Presbyteri-
ans; for this Mr. Gameron was, as hath been faid, and well
known to be fuch: And Mr. Tennent aflerts, that Mr. Craigs
" bead was in Union with them, but hath broken off Coma
- munion with them, ‘and adopted the rigid Casmerenian
Scheme 3 which is an undeniable Evidence that he doth not
lpok uppn himfelf, or any of his Brethren in the Miniftry
that joins with-him, are of this Scheme, or it would be ab-
furd co fay, that Mr. Craighead had broken Communion
with them, and adopted the rigidCameronianScheme,ifit was
+ the Scheme that they had adopted whilft Mr. Craighead
t  was with them. But left Perfons fHould not rightly under-
fland that Mr.Trnnent had intirely nenounced the true cove-
naated and reformgd Presbyterian Religion by that whichis -
above, in the fame Page he faith, ¢ I think theReverend Mr.
¢ Waitefield’s Obfervation inone of his Letters concerning
¢ the covenantingScheme,is very juft and true,viz. That it.is
¢ too narrow aFoundation to build any great Superfiruéture?
¢ upon.’ ThofeWords are fo clear a Confirmation of what is
faid above,that it would be butAbufe of Time to endeavour
to make it more plain than his own Words bhavg done 3 for
he that runs may read it ':é\nd it is tobe hoped,that peithef
' . ) i he
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he nor Ffmg of his Party will henceforth, until they change
roteilion, be.(Q bold and prefumptuous as to affume

their
the Name of true reformed Preshyterians; and if they

fhould, that others would not difcover themfelves to be fo
profoundly ignorant of a true reformed Religion,. as to be- -

lieve them, until they change their Profeffion, or this will
witnefs againft them, that they believe a Lie, as the Word
of God tells us Perfons will do when left by him, 2 Thef. ii.
11. which appears too evident to be the common Conditi-
on of the moft of this adulterous Generation. *¥'is remark-

able, that Mr. Tennent charges Mr. Craighead with being . .

" a Schifmatick, becatfe he broke Communion with them, and
gurn’d to the Cameronian Scheme: And now, becaufe this
is frequently charged againft thofe that would be faithful
in this adultcrous'Gcncration, it is not unneceflary to fhew

the Falfenefs of this Charge ; which will appear if we_cons - ;

~ fider thefe Particulars 5 and, 1, That tbe Generality of both
Minifters and People which profefled themfelves Presbyteri-
ans, and have acknowledged themfelves to be of the Num-

ber of the true reformed and covenanted” Religion, as is.

without Difpute clear from the common Pra&tice of Mini.
fters binding Parents, when their Children are baptized,
to the Chriftian reformed Religion as founded on the Werd
of God, ‘and more brieflv fumm’d up in the Confeflion of

Faith, ¢c. Which proveth, that whenany Perfon can find -

upon certain Grounds, that neither himfelf nor any of thofe
he joined with, doth truly maintain the true covenanted
Preshyterian Religion, which they pretended to profefs;
certainly. it muft be a falfe Charge to them,-to term him a
- Schifmatick, who only turned from Corruption unto the
very Religion which he before profefled. Now, that

_ the Generality of neither Minifters nor People do maintain |

-a true covenanted reformed Presbyterian Religion, is evi-
“dent by the pretended A&ls of pretended Synodsand Pref-
byteries, together with the Pamphlets fpoke ofin this Pre~
face, €%. 2. Itappears plain from the exprefs Word, who
are the Schifinaticks in this Cafe, to wit, Suvchas caufe

Divifions contrary to the Doétrine that we -have learned,

Rom. xvi. 17. That the covenanted reformed Presbyterian
Religion is the Dottrine that we have learned, is evident
) . -, - by

~
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- by our baptifmal Vows, and our profefing that Réligion 5

‘and thus you may clearly fee from the Word of God, that

. they only are the Schifmaticks who fwerve from this Dec-
« trines So, if Mr. Tennent, and all that continuesin Apof=

" tafy with him, from the Truth of God, ‘rightly confiders
the exprefs Word of Ged, that heand all his Affociatesare
guilty of that grievous- Charge, being Schifmaticks; as is
alfis evident by the Writing of many antient faithful Di-
vines, (uch as Mr, Rutberford, and many others., Again,
that Teems to be an awful Sentence fpoken by Mr, Whitefield,
and confirmed by Mr. Tennent, That the covenanting Scheme
is too narrow to build any great Superftruure upon. Mr,
Tennent might be asked, If that be a narrow Foundation,
whether it be any narrower than the Word of God direéts
to? Or whether he or any that takes Part with him can
proveitto befo? It isindeed teo narrow to come and go
in from one te another, or to admit of any maintained Er-
rors, Corruptions or Lufts, on which account it isdefpifed
and rejefted commonly by erroneous Perfons, and fuch as
cannot endure to curb their Corruptions, nor hear withthat
which would bridle them. Again,the Author might be -
asked, Ifit’s being a narrow Scheme doth not make it look
like the very Path which Chrift direéted to? © Masth, viia
13, 14. Remark 3. Inthe fame Page Mr. Tennent {aith,
¢ That he highly approves of the catholick, generous and
¢ noble Sentiments of the very Rev. Dr. Bafes and Mr.
¢ How, who obferve a juft Medium between two dangerous

¢ Extremes, ofa rigorous Severity upon the one Hand, and

¢ a perilous Laxnefs on the other.* This Catholicifm, which
is fo highly applauded byMr.Tenneat,doth not feem to agree
well with the Word of God, which tells us, There is one”
Body, one Spirit, one Hope, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptifm, -
"Eph. i¥. 4, s." How inconfiftent thisScripture is with that
Catholicifm, let the Reader jndse. Again, What can be
the Reafon that Mr. Temnent, in the fame Page, blames
Mr. Craighead for being of a cenforious Temper? Ifit be
for cendemning Perfons for 'maintaining Errors, thisis.

.what the Word of God direéts to; A Man that is an Here= .

2icky after the firft and fecond Admonition, rejed, Titus iii. 10s
fic be for condemning all to be gracle(s, but fuch as join a
‘ o E 2 } covenanis
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covenanted Reformation ; .the Reverfe of this he maintainsy
#0 wit, That there may be gracious Perfons of feveral other
Profeflions ; but it is as certain, that the moft gracious Per-
fons are liable unto Ertors in Principle as well as in Prac-
tice ; and wherefoever either are to be ‘found, they ought
to be oppofed, though they were in one like Peter, for faith-

fal open Reproofs ave better than fecret Lovey Prov, xxvit. §. -

--- It is fit to warn the Reader, that there isa Beok, a ‘mall

Quarto, which is exceedingly erroncous ; which is father-

ed upon Mr. Shields, the Autkor of The Hind let loofe, and
of other valuable Pieces; but he is not the Author of that

awful Piece, asisevident from a Book intituled, The Infor-

matury Vindication, and a Book intituled, The Life and
Death of Mr. James Renwick ; but two Apoftates were its
‘Authors, viz, Linsing and Boyd,

Betore we would conclude this Preface, it will not be a-
mifs to let the Reader know, that at the latter End of the

- . feventh Point of our Teftimony, that Perfons by lnadver-

-tency may miftake our Defign» in our faying, that we ady
here unto the whole of our Teftimony asitis flated, de-
clared, and ' vindicated in our Informatury Vindication;

- 'whereas by the whole ot ourTeftimony here, we only under-

ftand fo much of our Teftimony as is contained in this Book,
termed the Infor. Vin. and by ftated, declared and vindicat-

ed, we underftand as it is here held forth, and agrees with -

the reft of a true covenanted Reformativn. - Again, we

would warn the Reader; whereas we, throngh Forgetful- -

mefs (ard to curShame we may fpeak it) that almoft none of

us ‘hath been long accuftemed to lift up aTeftimony agaibft -

the Corruptions of the Times; we have in the Bedy of
~our TeRimony negleded to teflify in particular againft
the Pretender ; and theictore, being fenfible of our Negleét
i this refpeti, and in particular at this Time, becaule we

lxea'!r, t}-zat.his Votaries have been or are endcavouring (o -
bring him into fome Parts of this Realm, in order to efla--

blith him under the Name or Title of Supreme Ruler in this

Realm 5 and” we being in fome meafure feolibie, thag it i8

our unquefiionable Duty, in the Sight of the Heart-feazch.

ing Gody we being a Part of this Realm, though ncvc[r ,‘i;]
: - ’ ) lma
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{mall and minute, to teftify againft this Perfon in this Pro-.
cedure in the moft publick Manner that we are capable of 3.
and therefore, we would defire, with a fingle View unto
the Glory of the great and cternal God, tic real Good and
Benefit of the whole Realin, a faitbful Difcharge of our
Coniciences, and for the Satisfaltion of the Well-withers of
the Realm,we do,in our own Name, and in the Name of all
that (hall adhere to us, lift up this our publick Teftimeny, de-
claring,protefting and teftifying azainft kim who is now cal-
led the Pretender, and is reperted to be the Son of the old
Pretender,viz. He that pretended to bePrince of Wales, and -
took thatName to himie!f of King Fames the Eighth; the a-
bove-mentioned Pretender we do,asabove, declare againft
his having any legal Right or Title to the Throne of Great
Britain, or to any Place of Power orTruft either civil or ec-
clefiafticalsor in any onePart of this Realm, or any that ad.
heres to him ; and that, 1/?, Becaufe of his Popifh Principles,
2dly, Becaufe, as far as we know, he hath no ScriptureQua-.
lification’ to (way the Sceptre over a covenanted reformed
Nation 3 and we look upon ourfelves,as bound in Duty to
oppofe him, and all thatjoin him, in any Enterprize of the
like Nature, in our Station and Condition, as we have Op-
portunity, with our nemoft Skill, bodily Strength and Ac-
tivity, S

To conclude, Reader, it may be that your Patience is al-
moft wore out, asindeed long Prefaces for common arg very
tedious ; but there was (uch a Varicty of Things to be hints
| €d at, that it could not be much, ifalmoft any Thing ab-.
“breviated or fhortneds and now, Reader, confider, if
' downright Prejudice hath not blinded yopr Eves, if

this bz not thé true Caufe of God that -is minted and

dimed at, although in exceeding Weaknels and great
i Imperfeftion; vet fee if real Honefty and Integrity
! may not be found in it. And, O Reader! defpife it rot °
I

1 On the account of it>s uncomely Drefs: Remember a right
Obfervation of the Subfiance is what Readers pught to be
, taken up more about, than Words or conneét Sentences, al-
though it is our Mifery, that many in.this corrupt Age tahe
‘ tmore Notice of the Elegancy of Wordsy and the neat Con-
’ ' : , naétion
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neftion of Sentences, than they do to that which is in:
fifted on, :

Now, Reader, perhaps thou haft had a View of feve--

ral Things which thou haft never heard before; and
therefore, as thou expeéls to appear at the Barof a
Heart-fearching God, coifider what theu haft read, and
improve it; left it rife up in Judgment .againft thee.

" F
. arewedly,
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oA folemn aAcknowledgment of publick Sins,

- and Breaches of the National Covenant,
and Solemn League and Covenant.

BAHEREAS We, after due Examination,
N being convinced in our own Cenfcie
ence by the Word and Spirit of God,
of the Bindingnefs of the National
Covenant, and Solemn League and
Covenant, and of our Duty to re-
# new the fame ; and likewile that we
MWD - find ourfelves, together_ with our
aaaaoniaxty Fathers, to be guilty of the Violati-
on cf thefe holy Covenants; there-
fore we find it our Duty, to-adhere to the Confeffion of Sins
and Engagement to Duties, exprefled in the Weftminfier
Confeffion of Faith ; together with the Confeffion of the fol-
lowing Sins, and Engagements to Ddties, which more par-
ticularly cencern us, and the Age in which we live.

Firfl, Andahove all we defire to lament and bewail, be-
fore God and the World, upon the Account of the, apoftate,
perjured and blood-guilty Condition of Church and .States
- 2dly, We defire to lament and bewail that Heaven-daring
and God.-provoking Sin of that cruel Tvrant Charles the 11.
of his cruel Parliament, and thofe that adhered to him, in
breaking and burning in an ignominious Manner by the
Hand of the common Hangman, our holy Covenants,

3dly, We defire to Jament and bewail the forming of al}
thofe iniquitousLaws for the dethroning thePresbyterianGo-
vernmeat, and for the ereéting of a Prelatical Government,
to theDeftrutisa of cheCaufe and Interett of Jefus Chrift 5
and particularly that abominable A& Refiffory, which is yet
unrepealed; as a ftanding Evidence of the deploralile State

. of the Nations; which A& Refciffory properly fignifies a re-

pealing

'
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pealing ot difannulling of all former Alts made in favour of -

the covenanted Reformation. o
. 4tbly, We defire to lament that horrible and cruel Sin
of fhedding the Blood of the Saints; which Blood is yet cry-
ing for Vengeance to he poured down from Heaven upen
. all Breakers, and Continuers in the Breach of thefe holy
Covenants. - ' c
sthly, We defire to lament over the dreadful Treachery
and Deceit of him that was termed King William, by his
fetting himfelf in the Place of God, and his ufurping Chrift’s
Royal Prerogative, by his taking to himfelfa Headfhip o-
ver the Churchy and Government of the Cenlcicnces o
Men, which is due to God alone, . :
" '6thly,We defire to lament over that-pretended Liberty of
Confcience; which we can’t but look upon as an opening
-of a Flood-gate tor almoft all Kind of Errers and Here-
fies, ‘which have crept into the reformed Nations in this a-
dulterous Age. : ’

7thly, We defire to lament before the Eord "that horrid

Abomination of pretending to forgive Murder, and tolerate .-

ing of Witchcraft, which are both contrary to the Word of
God ; and we look upon itasoeur Mifery, that the State to
this Day is never altered for the better, but rather for the
worfe, fince the Time of the unhappy Revolution.'

8tbly, It is alfo Matter of our Lamentation, that the Pres-
Pyterian Minifters Ictt their former Conftitution in the
Reign of that cruel Monfer Charles the TI. and embraced
that Idol of God’s Jealoufy, viz. Charles the 1. in the Room
of Chrift 5 and in Obedience to his finful\Commands, fwear+
ing all thofe finful QOaths which he and the Government
framed and impofed upon them, for the utter Subverfion

of the Presbyterian Intereft, and the .Commencement cf

abjered Prelacy; as particularly that Oath ‘of Supremacy
and of Abjuration, and all other Tefts, Oaths and Bonds
orany Thing of the fame Nature, - o
 othly, We defire to lament, that the aforefaid Minifters
accepted the Indulgences firft and laft, thatis, they ceafed
from’ their Minifiry at the Command of Charles the 1I. and
again at his Command, preached agreeable to his Com-

mand,
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mand, which Comntand was to preach nothing {n Favous
of a PresbyterianGovernment. or nothi~g againft Prelacys
which plajnly dilcovers that they have forfaken their fors
mer Husbandjand as aDemonftration of their fpiritual Adul-
tery, are joined in Marriage Contra&t with the aboye-
mentioned fdol, inftead of Gud theCreator. r

10thly, We defire to lament, that at the Titfie of the Re< °
volution, they went hackwards an Hundred Years: to e-
Rablifh their Church upon the Footing of an Eraftian Su-
premacy ;' which plainly difcovers, that the Church in the
Time of the Revolution was eftablithed upon the fame E-
raftian Supremacy upon which the Church in the Time of
the Indulgency was eftablithed ; and it isalfo evident, that
the Church in the Time of the Revolution was under the
former Reftrictions in refped of her Do&rine, as is evident
by their Formula’s, wherein they are (worn to preach no-
thing againft the thenE fablifhment, and that there is no Als
teration in the State of the Church fince the unhappy Revos
lution. N '

t1thly, Weda lament, that the Generality of People ia
all Ranks, have complied, encouraged and affifted and join- *
ed with both Church and States in thefe pernicious and
God-pravoking Courfes,

12thly, We allo lartient, that we have all been tainted
with the former abominable Courfes ; and that the State
of the Church in thefe Amarican Parts differs nothing fron
the State of the Revslution Church for the better, but ra.
ther for the worfe ; which the A&s of Synods and Prefs
byteries in thefe Parts makesit evidently appear, . ’

13thly We defire'tolament over the promifcous and *cor-
rupt Communion of Minifters aud People, that,they joined
with all that'they imagined were Chriftians. T
14¢tbly, We defire to lament over all Kind of Errors and
lAmmoralities that abounds in this corrupt and apeftate
gc. ’ R /‘ * ‘
15thly, and leflly, We defire to lamerit, that we have

. continued (o fong in a Confederacy with the Upholders of

all the abovefaid Abominations, 3nd that gur Zios is in fuch
a low, ihattered and diﬁrcﬂF‘cd Condition, the Lord hav-
. N o : ing
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ing covered the Virgin-Daughter of Zion witha Cloud in
the Day of his fierce Anger. -

"oA folemn Engagement to the Duties contain-
~ ed in our National and Solemn League
and Covenant. o

. T HERE being no Promife for the Pardon of any Sin,
without Confeffion and a real Forfaking; therefore,
we do promife in the Strength of Almighty God, to per-
form the following Dauties, in Oppofition to the forementi-
oned Sins.
- 1fl, Weare convinced in our Confciences by the Word |
and Spirit of God, that it is our Duty to witnefs againft all !
Encroachments upon the Royal Prerogative of Jefus Chrift,
and in s‘artiCular, thefe Heaven-daring Sins of Popery and |
Prelac® :
2dly, We look upon it as our Duty to feparate ourfelves
from the corrupt Conftitution of both Chuorch and State,
and not to touch, tafte nor handle thefe Abominations,. left
-by partaking with them in their Sins, we be made. Partak-
ers with them'in their Plagues. '
3dly, We look upor it as our Duty, to endeavour the ad-
vancing and promoting the Power of this true reformed
Religion, againft all Ungodlinefs and Profanity, and the
, fecering and preferving the Purity thereof, againft all
kind of Errors, Herefies and Schifm, as- namely, Indepen-
dency, Libertinifys, Anabaptifm, Antinoshianifm, Armini-
anifmy Sociniani{m, Quakerifm, Eraflianifm, Deifm, Mo- !
ravianifm, ard that awful Error of pretending to live with- &
out Sin, and yet being notorioufly wicked, and that abo- ﬁ
-winable Catholicifm, te wit, our former mongrel Church |
Communion. - . o
4tbly,” We fhall alfo fivdy more Sincerity, Uprightnefs, |
and Heart-Integrity in the Worfbip of God, and ﬂ:a‘l) n?’c ¥
A ’ atisfy 4
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fatisfy ourfelves with the Form of it without the Power apd
Spirituality, which God the alone Objeét of religious Wor-- -
fhip, doth require. :
§tbly, We fhall likewife, by all lawful Means, endeavour,
that true Presbyterian Church-Government in Kirk-Seffi-
ons, Presbyteries, Synods, and General Affemblies, may

! be recevered in its former Purity, eftablithed upon its pro-

per Bafis and Foundation, the Word of God, and that it
may be freed from all Encroachments and Invafions made
thereupon by the Powers of the Earth and Hell.

6tbly, and laflly, We refolve through the Strength of
Almighty God, to promote and maintain the Whole of
the reformed Presbyterian Religion, in all the Parts and
Branches of it, in Oppofition to all Errors and Immeralities
of whatfoever Nature or Kind, :

T e e

The Declaration, Proteftation, and Teflimos
ny of a [uffering Remnant of the Anti-
‘Popifb, Anti-Lutherian, Anti-Prelatick,

- eAnti-Eraftian,eAnti-Latitudinarian, Anti-

Sectarian, true Presbyterian Church of
Chriff, i America. ~ = -

E for our ewn Sins, and the Sins of our Fathers,

\ being given up of a long Seafon by the righteous.
o _Judgment of Ged, to go on in Apoftafly, Perjury
and Defetion from our reformed and covenanted Prine
ciples, have now'come tobe convinced by the Word and
Spirit of God, ot this our heinous Guilt, together with

¢ Sin of all thofe that have gone on in the like pernicious
backfliding Courfes, and as an Evidence of our unfeigned
Repentance and true Reformation, we do, in the Strength

. and by the Grace of God, lift up the following Tefimony.

Firft, We find eurfelves under a Neceflity from the Ward
of God, and from a true oove;}:anted Reformation and :;1:
. 2 ' P
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baptifmal Vaws, by this our Teftimony, in the Name of
our Lord Jefus Chrifty to declare 3 defenfive War againft
alt Ufurpers of the Royal Prerogative of the glorious Lamb
of God ; againft all Ufurpers of an unfcriptural Power over
the Church of Chrift, or the Confcicnces of Men ; againft
all Maintainers and Helpers of thefe or any of them, all

- . Gontinuersin Subjetion to them, or Connivers at themy

the Partakers or Partners, by the Law of God and Man,
being equal with the Thief in Tranfgrefion. Wealfo de-

clare, that we look upon outlelves as bound both by the Law -

of God, and the Law of Nature, to endeavour to defend
our religious Liberties wherewith Chrift hath made us free,
and ourBodies and Goodss from all kind of falfe Impefitious,
Intrigues, Snares, treacherous Doceitfulnefs, or whatever
kind of perverfe Dealing of any of them, with our beft
Skill, Power, bodily Strength and Adtivity,

- 2dly, We profefs fincérly to own and adhere to the true
retormed Preshyterian Religiony in Doftrine, Worlhip,
Difcipline and Government, . as it is contained at large in

the Word of God, the Old and New Teftaments, and brief-’

ly famm’d up inour westminfter Confeffion of Faith, Cate-
chifms larger and fhorter, Sum of faving Knowledge, Di-
retory for Worlhip, Propofitions of Church Government,
and to our Covenants National and Solemn League 3 asal-

fo to the A&ls and Declarations of the Church of scotland,’

agreeable to the abovefaid Canfeflion of Faith and -Cove-
nants, and efpecially the Aéls and Declarations of General
Affemblies in pureft Times of the Church, namely,between
the Year 1638, and 1649, inclufive ; allo all Protcflationg
and Declaratiens before and after that Time, agreeable to
thofe abovefaid, that were made by thofe who oppofed the
Defeftion from, asid overthrowing of ouf covenanted Re»
formation§ and to all che faithful Conterdings for,and Tel-
timonies to the Truth, Intereft and Prerogatives of Jefus
Chrift, of old and of late, by Miiifters and Profeflors, in
Oppofition to all Errors, Popery, Prelacy, Superftition,
Herefy, Schifin, Se&arianifm, Eraftianifin, Profanity, and

whatever is contrary to found Do&trire and the Power of |

Godlincfs, the maintaining of which noble Caufe, our re-
mwacd Angcftors and faithful Martyrs judged warthy of
N © their
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their deareft Lives and precious Blood, to feal and con-
firm the fame to Pofterity.

3dly, We lift np our Teitimony agaioft Charles the I,
his Conduét, in maintain.agof a War in Oppolfition to the
carrying on of the Work of Reformation and Liberties of
the Parliament, together with all that gave theit Counte-
pance or Affiftance to him therein ; W do dpprove of alf
the jutt Endsand Endeavours of the Parliamest, in carry-
ing on a true Reformation.

)

4tbly, We do teftify againft the Motion made by Crommwell

to the General Affembly of the “hurch of Scotdand, that
they would reccive into Ecclefiaftical Authority, and give

. their Affent to his receiving into Places of civil Power, fuch

as tormerly bad been laid afide by lawful Judicatures, on
the Account of Difaffeétion to, and Oppofition of a true Re-

formationy with which Motion. tix Hundred of the afore.:

faid Affembly fell in, which occafion’d three Huadred of .

the dbovefaid Affembly to give in a Proteftation, by Mr.
Cant and Mr. Rutherfordin the Year 1651, againft fuch
Stepsof Defedtions, whote Conduét we heartily approve of
in this Affair, i :

sthly, We do teftify againft the Conduét of Charles the I1.
in.making Application to the Parliament, for Liberty to
read the Service-Buok in hisown Family; to which the
Parliament complied, 3s an Evidence that they had left
the Purity of the attained to Reformation, and made a
Speech to the Parliament to this Purpofe 3 Whata Lofs it

was that they were deprived of theBenefit of feveral Perions .

of great Parts, merely upon the Account that they could

~ pot comply withthe Covenants; which the Parliamenc alfo-

complied with (as is plain from Widrow's Hiftory) which

was the opening of the Flood-gate te all that Apoftafy, Per:
jery, Tyraany and Bloodfhed that enfued thro® the whole of

his Reign, and his Brother Tork’s. We'do -alfo teflity a--
_gainft all his Abominations, and ail- Compliers therewith, - -

whether in Church or State, and in particular againft the
Indulgencies firft and latt. ' o
6tbly, We do alfo teftify againft Fames Duke of Tork his
having any kegal Right to rule over this Realm, by Reafen
of his Pepilh Princlples : Likewifc we join our Tefimony -
. / ~ given
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iven againft the Duke of Tork’s ahominable Anti-Chriftian
aleration, by that faithful Minifter and Martyr of Jefus
Chrift, Mr. Fames Renwick, Fanuory 16, 1688. '
7tbly We likewife: join our Teftimony to the taking up
of Arms for the Defence of the Golpel, and Prefervation of
their Lives at Botbmel and Airs- Mofs and all other Places,
for the fame Caule : We likewifc join to all the faithful
Teftimonies and Proteftations, Declarations and Contend-
ings, tor  Promoval and Defence of Reformation, and a«
gainft Defetion, that have been given and a&ted in Scos-
tand, fince the Year 1650, to this very Day; particularly
the faithful Proteftations given by the honeft Protefiors ae -
gainft the perfidious publick Refolutions, at St. Andrews,
FJuly 18, 1651, and at Edinburgh, July' 21, 1652 3 the
Teftimony given by the faithful Miniffers of the Gofpel in
the Province of Perth and Fife, to the covenanted Weork of-
Reformation, and againft Oliver Cromwel’s abominable To.
_ Jeration, in Qober, 1658 5 the Teftimony publithed a¢
_Rutberglen, May 29y 1679; the Declarations pubiifhed at-
Sanqubair, Func 22, 1680 at Lenark, January 12, 1632
at Sanqubair, May 28, 1685, Auguft 10, 16925 November
5y 1695, May 23, 1703; at Lanark, November 7, 172 s
Fanuary 10, 17385 the Paper found upon that faithfu}
Martyr of Jefus Chrift, Henry Hall of Haugbead, at Queen’s-,
Ferry, Junc 3, 1680, The Paper found upon that faithful
Minifter and Martyr of Jefus Chrift, Mr. Richard Cameron,
at Airs-Mofs, July 22, 15803 the Proteftation againft the
Seots Congregation at Rotterdam, November 28, 1683 ;and
all other faithful Teftimonies given by Martyrdom upon
Scaffolds, Ficldsand Seas, or_otberwile, by Banifhment,
. Imprifonment, Stigmatizing, Tortures, Finings, Confin-
ings, or Sufferings any otherwife, for their faithfal Adhes
rence to the Word of God and Scotlend’s covenanted Work
of Reformation : We own the faithful Writings of Mr.
George Gillefpic and Mr. Hugb Binning. againft finful
Affociation and Confederacy with Idolaters, Infidels, He-
reticks, Malignants, or any other Enemies of Truth and
Gedlinefs ; and alfo the faithful Writings and Warnings
of Mr. Jobn Brown and Mr. Robert M‘Ward, and others,
againR Charles Stuert’s Church-renting, Reformation-ruine

ing
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ing Indulgencies 3 and finally, we adhere'to the  whole of
our Teflimony, as it is ftated, declared and vindicated in
our Informatory Vindication, except thofe Expreflions in the
fecondEdition concerning ker that was termedQueen Axne,
who is there termed the Princefs of the Land; which we
all deny, that gither fhe or any of that Coenftitution, could
be Princes or Princefles. . S
8tbly, We likewife ftate our Teftimony againft the In-
ftalment of Williasm Henry, becaufe he had neither nation<
al nor feriptural Qualifications, but exaétly contrary there-
~ unto, as doth plainly appear from Deut, xvii. 15. Exod.
xviiis 21. 2 Sam, xxiii. %, 4. Neb, vii. 2. Rem. xiii.
3, 4., asdoth alfo appear from' our National and Solemn
~. League and Covenant, and frém the beft human Laws that
ever paft in any Nation concerning the. Qualifications of
. the civil Magifirate, as A2 8, Par. 1. A% 99, Par. 7.
A& 23, Par. 11. AZ 114, Par. 12, of King Fames the
6th; A3 4, Charles1. and A& 15, and 48 26, Par. 2.
Cbarles 11. And by the laudable Pra@tice of this Realm,
in refufing the Crown and Government to Charjes 1l. un-
til he fware and fubfcribed che National andSelemn League -
and Covenants, and obiiged himfelf to profecute the Ends
thereof, in his Perfon and Family, and through bis Domi-
nions : Firfl, Asit likewife doth appear from the Per-
fons making a Choice having a&ually and praically for-
" feited their Rights fo to do, becaufe .of their many out-
ragious Murders committed on ‘the People of God, altho’
under the Pretence of Law{ whereby they became guilty
of their Blood :  And thence, for which they were lying
under the Sentence of Death by the Law- of God, and by
the Laws of thefe Nations which were conformable there-:
unto; it doth likewifé appear, from his being an outlandifh
Zutherian {worn Prelatick, the Head of Malignants, and
Proteélor of Se@arian Hereticks, and eftablithed Head of
the Church in Oppofition to Jefus Chrift.
otbly, We do likewifle enter our Teflimony againft George
the I. his havingany legal Right to rule over this. Realm,
becaufle he being an outlandifb Lutberiany and likewife a.
gainft George the II. for their being fworn Prelaticks, the
Head of Malignants, and Prote€torsof Se&tarian Hcretick;, :
' ( . an

/
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and EleQtory Princes of Brunfwick, in chofing of new Eﬂ',-
. perors, which is their giving their Power to the Beaft yand
or their Confederacy with Popifh Princes, dire&ly con-
trary to the fecond Commandment ; and for Want of their
feriptural and national Qualificatians, as is above faid s and
f:fr ﬁnei:ﬂhfng efablithed Head of the Church by the Laws

Engl ‘ . ‘

1otbly, We likewife ftate our Teftimony againft ail that
“fhall fucceed them under thefe Limitations tothe Crown. -
11¢hly, We world net be underftood fo as to rejeét the
Powers that are- orddined of God in his Word; which
Powers are @ Terror to Evil-doers, and-a Praife 40 fuch as
do well, 1 Pet. H. 14. And has thefe Qualifications that
God requires in his Word, of Rulersina reformed and
covenanted Land, to wit, fuch as follow, Deut. xvii. 14,
Thou fhaltin any wife fet bim King over thee whom the Lord
thy God fhall choofe : . One from among thy Bresbren fbalt thou

Jet King over thee:  Thou smayeft not [ct a Stranger over thee,

wbich is not thy Brotber. Verle 18. And it fball be, when
be fittcth upon the Thrane of bis Kingdom, that be fball write
bim & Copy of this Law in a Book, out of that which is be-
fore the Priefls the Levites. Verfe 19. And it fhall be with
bim, and be fhall read therein all the Days.of his- Life, that
be may learn to fearthe Lord: bis God, to keep all the Words
of this Law and thefe. Statutes todo them. 2 Sam. xxiii.
3. Tbe God of Ifrael faid, the Rock of Ifrael fpake to me, He
that ruleth over Men, muft be jufl, ruling in the Fear of
God ; and likewife that he fhould be a Man of Wifdem and
Underftanding,to know how to go out and in before fo great
a People. '
~ 12thly, We lifg np our Teftimony againft that unhappy
Revolution, and the Condué of the Church at that Times
which eftablifhed an Eraflian Power .in the King’s Hands
* (as they term him) to appoint Yime and Place, when and
where General Affemblies (hould be holden, and obliged
Presbyteries to fettle fuch qualified Preachers (as they
call them) to vacant Congregations, as fhould be prefente
: ed by the pretended King or Laick Patrons.* The Truth
of this is Evident from the Claim of Right, April 11th,
from the sth A& of William and Mary’s firtt pretended
o ' Pare
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Parliament, Fuly 22d, and from William Henry’s Letter to
the pretended General Affembly, daced at Kenfington, Oc-
sober +0. allin the Year 16¢o: Bv which it is undeniable;
that the Conftitution and Eftablithment ot this Church,
in the Year 1690, was Eraftian, and not true: Presbyteri-
an.  Wealfo lift up our Teftimony againft all the corrupé
pretended Adls of pretended General Affemblies, ever fince
the unhappy Revelution, and all their finful Obligations
which they came under to their pretended Civil Authority,
and to ‘one gnother, in Obedience to them, and particular-
ly againft the Pormula’s, the firft compofed in the Year 1690,
the fecond in the Year 17113 and likewife againft, the
Oath' of Abjuration, tegether with the Qath of Allegie
ance; all which confpire to%cther for the overturning.
and razing out of the Whole of that glorious Work of Res
formation, - s , .

13thly, We do proteft againft the pretended Affeciate
Presbytery in the Kingdom of Scotland, for their holding

by that Anti-feriptural Eraftian Efablithment of the E-

raftian Church in that Kingdom, as likewife for the cor-
rupt Exercife of their Difcipline, in excommunicating of
the covenanted Caufe of Jefus Chrift, and the ' Perfons of
Alexander Lyal and David Lefly, and their Adherents, -
for their adhering to and maintaining of the Principles of
the above-faid Caufe; and likewife for their Do&rine, mak-
ing one Part to contradiét anether, as it dath plainly ap.
pear by fome of their Writings; and ‘alfo for their preaching
againft the pretended fupreme Magiftrate, and at the fame
Time owning him- as their right/ul and lawtul Sovereign,
We agree to and approve ofthe Teftimony given in againft
them at Linlithgow, by the faithful wicneffing Remnant, ia
the Year 1741. o . oo .
14thly, We lift up our Teftimony againft that conflituts
ing Actofthe Year 1729, compofed by a Number of pre-
tended Presbyterian Minifters, met in Philadelpbia, under
-the Narae of a Synod .5 which A& iscontrary to the true
Conftitution of thePresbyterian reformed Church of Chrift,
asisevident by the A&.itfelf ; and this Conflitution they
walk agreeable to, to this Day, or worfe, which appears
from their almoft boundlefs Termss of Church-Communion,
- : ’ G ' N, B,
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N. B. This pur allive Teftimony commences from the

Year 1685, alctho’ we have{poken fomething concerning

fomeDefe@ions before faid Period; yet. in regard toeur ac- -

tive Teftimony, we do date it from (aid Period.

Given at Middle Q&arara, upon the 11th Day of No-
: vember, 1743, -
- et King JESUS reign, and let all bis Enemics be feattereds
. Amen, ' ~_

BRI LT
The National Covenant, or Confe/fion of Faith.

Subferibed at firft byihe King’s Majefly and bis Houfhold,

in the Year 15803 thereafter by Perfons of all Ranks in-the
Jear 1581, by Ordinance of the Lords of Secret Council, and
Alls of the General Affembly [ul iribed again by all Sorts
of Perfons in the Tear 1590, by a new Ordinance of Council,
‘at the Defire of the General Affemnbly, with a general Bond

‘for Maintenance of the true Chriflian Religion, and the King's

‘Perfon 3 and together with a Refolution and Promife for the

Caufes after exprefled, to maintain the true Religion and the -

King’s Maijefly, according to the forefaid Confeffion and Afts
s of Parliament; ([ubfiribed by Barous, Nobles, Gentlemen,
Burgeffes, Miniflers, and Commoens, in the Year 1638 5 appro-
wen by the General Affembly 1638 and 1639 ; and [ubferibed
again by Perfons of all. Ranks and Qualitics in the Tear 1639,
by an Ordinance of Council, upon the Supplication of the Gene-

- ral AfJembly, and Act of the General Aff-mbly ; ratified by an -

A.of Farliament 1640, and fubfiribed by King Charles the
11. at Spey, Fune 23d, 1640, and Scoon, Fanuary 1, 1651,

E, all and cvery one of usunderwritten, proteft,
. That afcer long and due Examination of our

owfl Confciences. in Matters of true and falfe

' Religion, we arenow throughly refolved in the Truth, by

the Word and Spirit of God; ard therefore we believe '

with our Hearts, confefs with our Mouths, fublcribe with
wur Hands, and. confantly affirm, before God andhthe
. v ) whole

N . )
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wholeWorld, That this only is the true Chriftian Faith and
Religion, pleafingGod and bringing Salvation toMan, which
now is b. the Meicy of God revealed to the World; by the
preaching of the blefled Evangelifts, and is received, be-
lieved and dctended by many and fundry notable Kirks
and Realms, but chiefly by the Kirk of Scotiand (the {a)
King's Majeity and three Eftates of this Realm) as God’s e-
ternal Truth, and only Ground of our Salvation ; as more
particularly is exprcﬂ‘Zd in the Confeflion of oux Faith efta- -
blithed and pubtickly confirmed by fundry A&s of Parlia-
ments; and now ofa long Time hath been openly profefled
by the King’s Majefty, and whole Body of this Realm, (4)
both in Burgh and Land, to the which Confeflion and Form.
of Religion, we willingg agree in our Conlciences in all
Poiats, as untoGod’s undoubted Truth and Verity, ground-
ed only upen his written Word:  And therefore-we abhor
and deteft all contrary Religionsand Doétrine ; but chiefly
all Kind of Papiftry in general and particular Heads, even
as they now are damned and confuted by the Word of God
and Kirk of $cotland 5 but in fpecial, we.déteft and refufe
the ufurped Authority of that Reman Aatichrift, upon the
Scriptures of God, upon the Kirl%,:‘hc Civil Magiftrate, and
Confciences of Men ; all his tyranhous Laws made upon in-
differént Things, againft our Chriftian Liberties; his er-
roneousDoétrine againft theSufficiency of the writtenWord,
the Perfeltion of the Law, the Office of Chrift, and his
bleffed Evangel ; his corrupted Ductrine concerning ori-
_ ginal Sin, our natural Inability and RebeMion to God’s
Law, our Juftification by Faith only, our imperfe& Sanli-
ficition and Obedience to the Law, the Nature, Number
and Ufe of the Holy Sacraments; his five baftard Sacra-
.ments, with all his Rites, Ceremonies, and falfe Doétrine
added to the Miniftratioa of the true Sacraments without'
the Word of God ; his cruel Judgment againft Infants de-
parting without the Sacrament j his abfolute Neceffity , of
Bapti{m ; his, blafphemous Opinion of Tranfubfantiatien,
G 2 . . or

(a) Sométx‘m?: by ibe K'in:g’s Majefly and three Eflates of
this Realm. (b) Whicb in the Ddy?ofom Foréfathers was for
@ long Time, aud bath been by the Chaurch of Scotland.
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or real Prefence of Chrift’s Body in the Elements, and
receiving of the (ame by theWicked, or Bodies ot Men; his
Difpen(ations with folemn Oathe, Perjuries, and Degrees
of Marriage forbidden in the Word; his Cruelty againft
the Innocent divorced ;s hisdevilith Mafs; his bla(phemous
Pricfthood, his'prophane Sacrifice for the Sins of the Dead
anod the Ouick, his Canonization of Men, calling upon An-
gels or Saints departed, worfhipping of Imagery, Relicks
dnd Crofles ; dedicating of Kirks, Altars, Days, Vews to
Creatures, his Purgatory, Prayersfor thd Dead, praying
or {peaking in a frange Language, with hid Procefhions and
blafphemous Litany, and Multitude of Advecates or Me-
diators, his manifold Orders, ancicular Confcthon, his de(-
perate and uncertain Repentance, his general and doube-
fem Faith, his Satistaction of Men for their Sins, his jufti-
fication byWerks, Opus Operatum, W orks of Supererogation,
Merits, Pardons,Peregrinations and Stations,hic holy Water,
baptifing of Bells, conjuring of Spirits, Creffings, Saynings,
Anointings, Conjuring, Hailowing of God’s good Creatures,
with the fuperftitious Opinion joined therewith, bis woridly
Monarchy and wicked Hierarchy, his three folema Vows,
with all his Shavellings of fundry Sorts, his erreneous and
bloody.Decrees made at Trent, with ail the Subfcribers or
Approvers of that cruel and bloody Band, conjured againft

the Kirk of God ; and finally, we deteft all his vain Allego. -

ries, Rites, Signs, and Traditions breught into the Kirk,
without or againft the Word of God, and Deétrine ot this
true reformed Kirk, to the which we join ourfclves wil-
{ingly, in Doétrine, Faith, Religion, Difcipline, and Ufe
of the Holy Sacrament, as lively Membcrs of the fame, in
Chrift our Head ; .promifing and fwearing-by the great
Name of the Lord our God, That we fhail contisue in-the
Obedience ofthe Doétrine and Difcipline of this Kirk, and
fhall defend the fame, according to our Vocations and

“Power, all the Days of our Lives, under the Pains contain-
ed in the Law, and Danger both of Body and Soul in the
Day of God’s fearful Judgments. '

And feeing that many are flirred up bv Satan and the
‘Roman Antichrift, to promife, fwear, fubfcribe, and for a
Time uie the holy Sacraments in the Kirk, decsitfully a-

C . gainft

1/
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‘gainft their owrConfciences, minding hereby, firft, under
the exterpal Cloak of Religion, to corruptand fsbvert fe-
cretly God’s tiue Religion within the Kirk, and afterwards,
when Time may ferve, to become open knemies and Pér-
fecutors of the {ame, under vain Hope of the Pope’s Difpen-
fation, devifed againft the Word of Gud, to his greater
‘Confufien, and their double Condemnation in the Day of
the Lord Jefus : We therefore, willifg to take away all
Sufpicion of Hypocrify, and fuch double Dealing with God
and his Kirk, protefi, and call the Searcher of all Iiearts
for Witnefs, T1harour Minds and Hearts do fully agree

fo that we are not moved for any worldly Refpedt, but are
perfwaded oply in eur Confciences throegh the Knowledge
and Love of God’s true Religion, imprinted in our Hearcs
by ‘the Holy Spiri¢, as we (hall anlwer to him in the Day
when the Secrets ot all Hearts fhall be difclofed. And be-
caufe we perceive, that the Quietnefs and Stability of our
Religion and Kirk doth depend upon the Safety and good
Behaviour ef (the (¢) King’s Majefty)as upon a comfortable
Inftrument of God’s Mercy granted to this Countiy, for the

“maingaining of his Kirk, and Adminiftration of Juftice

smongft us; We proteft, and promife with our Hearts,
under the fame Oath, Hand, Writ, and Pains, that we
fall defend (his (4) Perfon and ‘Authority ) with our Goods;
Bodies and Lives, ini the Defence of Chrift his Evangel,

- with this our Confefiion, Promife, Oathand Sublfcription; -

Liberties of our Country, Miniftsation of Jultice, and Pu-*

nifhment of Iniquity, againft all Enemies within this Realm
or without, as we defire our God to-be a ftrorg and mer-
citul Defender to us in the Day of our Death, and Coming
of our Lord Jefus ‘Chrift. To whom, with the Father,and
the Holy Spirit, be all Honour and Glory eternally. :
" Likeas, many Adts of Parliaments, not orly in general,
do abrogate, annul and refcind all Laws, Statutes, Adts,
Conftitutions, Canons ¢ivil or municipal, with all otter.
O:dinancesand Pradtique Penaldies whatfoever, made in
h . ' . . Pre-

(¢) That is, the lawful :S':«p&b:g Magiftrate. (d) The Per-
Jons and Adthorisy of fusb, when God of bus Mzrcy fuail grant
them-10-use A , :

®
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Prejudice of the true Religion and Profeffors thereof, of
the true Kirk Difcipline, Jurifdiftion and Freedom thereof;

_or in Favour of Idolatry’and Superftition, or of the Papi(-
tical Kirk ; as 48 3, A& 31, Parl. 1. Act 23, Parl. 11,
Al 114, Parl. 11. of King Femes 1. That Papiftry and
Superftition may be utterly (opprefled, according to the
Intention of the Atts of Parhiament, repeated in the .5
A&, Parl. 20, Kii:g Fames 6. And to that End, the
ordain all Papils and Priefts to be' punithed by manifo
Civil and Ecclefiaftical Pains, as Adverfaries to God’s true
Religion, prcached and by Law eftablithed within this Re-
alm, A& 24, Parl.'11. King James 6 3 as common Enemies

to all Cliriftian Government, A& 18, Parl. 16, K. Fames -
" 6 ; as Rebeilers and Gainftanders of our Sovereign Lord’s ..

Authority, A& 47, Parl. 3. K. James 65 and as Idolaters,
Ait 104, Parl, 3. K. Fames 6. (e) Butalfo in particular, by
and attour the Confeffion of Faith, abolifh and condemn the
Pops’s Authority and Jurifdiétion out of this Land, and
ord:ins the Maintainers thereof to be punithed. 4& 2, Parl.

1. A¥ 51, Parl. 3. AR 106, Parl. 7. A& 114, Parl.12. K.,
Fames 6. do condemn the Pope’s erroncous Doélrine, or

any other erroneous Dodtrine repugnant to any of the Ar-
ticles of the true and Chrifiian Religion publickly preach-
ed, and by Law eftablithed in this Realm ; and or-
“diins. the Spreaders and Makers of Books or Libels, or
Letters, or Writs of that Nature, to be punithed. A&
46, Parl. 3. Alt 106, Pagl. 7. A& 24, Parl. 11. K. Fa. 6.
do condemn all' Baptifms conform to the popifh’Kirk,

and [dolatry of the Mafs; and ordains all Sayers, wilful .

Hearers, and Concealers of the Mafs, the Maintainers and
Refeters of chePriefls, Jefuits, trafficking Papifts, to be pu-
nifhed without anv Exceptioa or Reftriction. A& s, Parl. 1.
At 120, Parl. 12. A% 164, Parl. 13. A& 193, Parl. 14.
Ait 1, Parl. 19, A& s, Parl. 20. King Fames 6. do con-
demn all erroneous Books and Writs, containing errofie-
‘ous Dottrine againft the Religion prefently profefled, or
outaining fuperftitious Rites and Ceremonies Papiftical,

whereby

 (e)#%e dy beartily approve of all thefe As of Parliamcntgtbej
 being inads in Confirmation of the Covenanted Reformation,

.
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whereby the Pegple are greatly abufed; and ordains the
Home-bringers of them to be punithed. A& 25, Parl. 11.
King James 6. do condemn the Monuments and Dregs of
bygone [dolatry, as going to Croffes, obferving the Fefti-
~val Bays of Saints, and fuch other fuperftitious and Pa-
piftical Rites, to the Difhonour of God, Contempt of true
Religien, and foftering of great Error among the Peoples
and ordains the Ufers of them to be punifhed for the fecond
Fault, as Idolaters, A% 104, Parl. 7. King FJasmes 6.
Likeas, many Aé&s of Parliament are cenceived for Main-
tenance of God's true and Chriftian Religion, and the
Purity thereof, in Dottrine and Sacraments;; of the true
Churchof God, the Liberty and Freedom thereot in her
National, Synodal Aflemblies, Presbyteries, Seflions, Po-
licy, Dilcipline, and Jurisdi€tion thereof; as that Purity
of Religion and Liberty of the Church was ufed, profef-
fed, exercifed, preached and confefled according to the
Reformation of Religion in this Realm ; As for Inftance,
the 99 A&, Parl, 7. A& 23, Parl. 11, AZ 114, Parly12.
A& 160, Parl, 13, of King Fames 6. ratified by the 4
A& of King Charles: Sothe 6 A&, Parl. 1. and 68 A&,
Parl. 6. of King Fames 6. in the Year of God 1577, declares
the Miniftess of the blefled Evangel, whom God of his
Mercy had raifed up, or hereafter thould arife, agreeing
with them that then lived, in Doftrine and Adminiftration
‘of the Sacraments, and the People that profefled Chrift as
be was then offered in the Evangel, and doth communicate
with the holy Sacraments (as in the reformed Kirks of this
Realm, as they were prefently adminifirate) according to
the Confeffion of Faith, to be the true and holy Kirk of
Chrift Jefus wichin this Realm-; and difcerns and declares .
all and fundry, who either gainfays the Word of the Evane
gel, received and approved, as the Heads of the  Confcffion
of Faith, profefled in Parliamentiin the Year 1560, fpeci-
fied alfo in the firft Parliament of King Fames V1. and ra-
_tified in this prefent Parliament, more particularly do ex-
prefsj or that refufes the Adminiftration of the Holy Sacra-
ments, as they were then miaiftred, to he no Members
of the faid Kirk within this Reahn, and true Religion pre-
fently profefled, folong as they keep themftives fo divfided
: ' . rom

-
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from the Society of Chrift’s Body: And the fubfequent
Atk 69, Parl. 6. of King Fames VI. declares, That there
isno other Face of Kirk, nor other Face of Religion than
was prefently at that Time, by the Mavour of God,
eftablifhed within this Realm: which therefore is ever ftiled
God’s true Religion, Chrift’s true Religion, the true and
Chriftian Religion, amd a f)crfect Religion § which, by ma-

nifold A&s of Parliaments, all within this Reealm are bound -

to profefs, to fubfcribe the Articles thereof, the Confeffion of
Faith, to recant all Doétrine and Errors repugnant to any
of the faid Articles; 48 4, and ¢, Parl. 1. Al 45, 46,
47. Parl, 3. A& 71, Parl. 6. A& 106, Parl. 7. A& 24,
Parl, tt, A% 123, Parl. 12. A% 94, and 197, Parl, 14.
of King Fames VI. and all Magiftrates, Sherifls, €, on
the one Part, are ordained to fearch, apprehend and punifh
Parl, 7. A& 2?, Parl. 11. King Fames V1. and that not-
with(tanding of the King’s Majecfty’s Licences on the con-
trary, which are difcharged,and declared to be of no Forca,
in (o far as they tend in anyways to the Prejudice and Hin-
der of the Execution of the Adls of Parliament againft Pa-
pifisand Adverfaries of the true Religion, Act 106, Parls
7. King Fesmes VI, On the other Part, in'the 47 42, Parl.
3.. King James V1. it is declared and ordained, feeing the
Caufe of God’s true Religion, and his Highnet’s Authori=
ty are fo joined, as the Hurt of the one is common to both 3
that none fhall be reputed as loyaland faithful Subjedls to
eur Sovereign Lord’s Authority, but bs punifhable ‘as. Re«

bellers and Gainftanders of the fame, who fhall not give - -

their Confeffien, and make their Profefhion of the faid true
Religion; and that they, who after Defetion fhall give the
Confeffion of their Faith of new, they fhall promife to con-
tinue therein in Time coming, to maintain our Sovereign
Y.ord’s Authority, and, at the uttermoft of their Power, to
fortity and affift and maintain the true Preachers and Pros
feffors of Chrift’s Religion, againft whatfoever Enemies
and Gainftanders of the fame ; and namely, -again® all fuch
. of whatfoever Nation, Eftate or Degree they 'be cof, that

have joined and bound themfelves,-or have affifted or 2ffifts

to fet forward and execute the cruel Decrees of the Council

- of

all Contraveeners; fordnftance, A% s, Pabl. 1. A 104, "

\
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of Trent, contrary to thé m:es g’reachers and Profeffors of
the Word of God; which is repeated Word by Word, in
the Articles of Pacification at Perth, the 23d of February,
1572, approved by Parliament the laft of dpril 1573, rati-
fied in Parliament. 1587, and related j 48 123, Parl. 12,
of King Yames V1. with this Addition, that theyare bound
te refift all treafonableUproars and Hoflilities raifed againft
the true Religion, the King’s Majefty, and the true .
PIOfeﬂbe. : . . ' R N

Lsikeas, all Lieges are bound to maintain the King’s Ma.
jefty’s Royal Perfon and Authority, the Authority of Parlia-
ment, without the which, neither any Laws,or lawful Ju-
dicatories can be eftablithed; A¢t 130 and 131, Parl. 8.
King Fames VI. and the Subjeét’s Liberties, who ought only
to live and be governed by the King’s Laws, the .common
Laws of this Realm, allenarly; Act 48, Parl. 3. King Fames L.
Act 79, Parl, 6. King FameV VI. repeated in the Act .
131, Parl. 8. Kings Fames VI. which, if they be innovat-
ed or prejudged, the Commisfion anent the Union of the
two Kingdoms, Scotland aud England, which is the fole A&
of the 17 Patl. of King James VI. declarés fuch Confufi-
ons would enfue, asthis Realm could be no more a free
Monarchy ; becaufe by the fundamental Laws, ancient Pri-
vileges, Offices and Liberties of this Kingdom, not only
thejPrincely Authority of His Majefty’sRoyal Defcent, hath
been thefe many Ages maintained; but allo the ‘People’s
Security of their Lands, Livings, Rights, Offices, Liberties,
and Dignities preferved ; and therefore, for the Preferva-
tion of the (aid.true Religion, Lawsand Liberties ot this
Kingdom, icis flatute by the 8 Act, Par). 1. repeated in-
the 99 Aet, Parl. 7. ratified in the 23 Aet, Pari. 11, and

114 Act, Parl. 12. of King Fames VI. and ¢4 Act, Parl.
1. King Charles 1. That all Kings and Princes, at their Co-
ronation. and Reception-of theirPrincely Power and Authe-
rity, fhall make their faithful Promife by their folemn Oath,
in the Prefence of Almighty God,That, enduring the whole
Time of theirLives, they fhall ferve the fame Eternal God,
to the utmoft of their Power, according as he hath required .
in his moft holy Word, contained i the Old and New Tefta-
meats; and, according to ;_llwc ame Word, hall maintain the
o . 3 . true
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‘true Religion of Chritt ]:fus, the preaching of his Holy
Word,the due and rightMiniftration of theSacraments now
received and preached within this Realm (according to the
Confeffion of Faith immediatelg preceeding) and fhall abolith
and gainfland all falfe Religions contrary to the fame; and

- fhall rule the People committed to their Charge according
to the Will and Command of God, revealed in his forefaid
Word, and accerding to the landable Laws and Conftituti-
on received in this Realm, nowife repugnant to the Will of
the EternalGod 5 and fhall procure to the uttermoft of their |
Power to the Kirk of God and the whole Chriftian People,
true and perfe&t Peace in alLTime coming; and that they
fhall be careful to root out of their Empire all HMereticks
and Euemies to the true Worfhip of God, who fhal) be con-

‘Wi€fted by the true Kirkof God, of the aforefaid Crimes:

* “Which wasalfo obferved by his Majefty (fy at his Coro-
nation in Edinburgh 1633, as may be feen in the Order

of the Coronation, in Obedience to the Commandment of

God, conform to the Praétice of the Godlyin former Times,
and-according to the laudable Example of our werthy and
religious Progenitors, and of many yet living among us
which was warranted alfo by A& of Council, commanding
a general Band to be madeand fubfcribed by His Majeft{’s
Subj&s of all Ranks, for two Caufes; One was for defends
ing the true Religion, as it was then reformed, and is ex-
prefled in the Confeffion of Faith above-written 3 and a for-
mer large Confeffion eftablithed by fundry A8s of lawful
General Affemblies, and of Parliaments, unto which it
hath Relation, fet down in publick Catechifms ; and which
bad been for many Years, with a Bleiling from Heaven,
pt-ached and profefled in this Kirk and Kingdom, as God’s
undoubted Truth,grounded only upon his writtenWord. The

other Caufe was, for maintaining the King’s (g) Majefly,
his Perfon and Eftate; the troe Worfhip of God, and’ the

King’s Authority, being fo firaitly joined, a$ that they had
the fame Friends and common Enemies, and did ftand aknd

- all

() King .Charlés the firfl. (g) That is, the lawful Su-
preme Niogifirate, a Defender of the true reformed Religion.

. -
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fall together.  And finally, being convinced in our Minds;
and confefling with our Mouths, that the prefent and fuc-
ceeding Generations in this Land are bound to keep the
forefaid National Oath and Subfcription inviolable: We
45) Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, Burgeffes, Minifters
and Commons under-fubfcribing ; confidering divers Times
before, and efpecially at this Time, the Danger of the true
reformed Religion, (of the (i) King’s Honour) and of the
publick Peace of the Kingdem, by the manifold Innovations
and Evils generally contained and particularly mentioned

in Supplications, : Complaints and_Protettations; (k) do

thereby profefs,and, before God, his Angels, and theWorld,
folemnly declare, That, with our whole Hearts, we agree
and refolve all the Days of our Life, conftantly to adhere

-

‘ unto and to defend the forefaid true Religion, forbearing -

the Pratice of all Novations already introduced in the
Matters of the Worfhip of God, or Approbation of the
Corruptions of the publick Government of the Kirk, or
Civil Places, and Power of Kirkmen, () till they be tried
, ~and allowed in free Affemblies, and in Parliaments; to la-
bour by all Means lawful, to recover the Purity and Li-
berty of the Gofpel, as it was eftablifhed and profeffed be«
-~ fore the forefaid Novationss and becaufe, after due Exa-
mination, we plainly perceive and undoubtedly believe,

that the Innovations and Evils, in Suplications, Complaints

and Proteftations, () have no Warrant of the Word of
God, are contrary to thearticles of the forefaid Confeflienss

- to the Intentions and Meaning of the bleffed Reformers of
Religion-in this Land s to the above-written A&ts of Parlia-
‘ment,-and do fenfibly tend to the re-eftablithing of the
-Popifh Religion and Tyra;;y, and to the Subverfion and
/ . . 2

+ - .Ruin

- (b) Theythat did then fubfiribe. (i) That is the lawfub
fupreme Magifirate. (k) RemonSrances, Declarations and
Teftimonies of old and-of late. (1) Or.any other Corruptions
thereof Prelatick or Erafiian, either tried or to be triedy [uch
as Indulgencies, the Toleration, the Magiflrates appointing
Fafts without Advice and Confent of the Church, diffolving j{

. Affemblics, &c, (m) Remonfirances, Declarations and Tef«

timopicse.
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Ruin of the true reformed Religion, and of eur Liberties,
Laws and Eftates. We alfo declare, That the forefaid
Novations and Evils, are no lefs than every one of them
bad been exprefled in the forefaid Confeflions; and that
we are obliged todeteft and abhor them, amongft other
~particular Heads of Papifiry abjured therein; and there=
fore, from the Knowledge and Confcience of our Duty to
God (to our (n) King and Country) without any Worldl
‘Refpeét or Inducement, fofar as human Infirmity will fut-
fer, withing a further Meafure of the Grace of God for
this Effet ; We promife and fwear, by the great Name of
- the Lord our God, to continue in the Profesiion and Obe=
dierice of the forefaid Religion; that we fhall defend the
fame, and refiftall thefe contrary Errorsand Corruptions,
according to our Vocations, and to the uttermott of that
Power that God hath put in our Hands, all the Days of our
Life.. And in like Manner, with the fame Heart, we de-
clare, before God and Man, that we have no Intention nor
- Defire to attempt any Thing that may turn to the Difho-
nour of God, or to the Diminution of the (o) King’s Greats
nefs and Authority 3 but, on the contrary, we promife and
fwear, That we fhall, to the uttermoft of our Means and
Lives, fland to the Defence of our dread (p) Sovereign, the
King’s Majefty, his Perfonand Authority, in the Defence
and Prefervation of the forefaid true Religion, Liberties
and Laws of the Kingdom; asalfo to the mutual Defence
and Afiifiance, every onc of us of another, in the famé Caufe,
the true Religion, and his (9) Majcfty’s Authority, with

. our beft Council, our Bodies, Means and whole Power, -

‘againft all Sorts of Perfons whatfoever; fo that whatfoever
fhall be done to the leaft of us for that Caufe, fhall be-taken
as done to usall in general, and to every one in particular
And we fhail neither dire¢tly nor indireétly fuffer ourfelves
to be divided or withdrawn, by whatloever Suggeftion,

v (n) To righteous Rulers ( when obtained) and-to our Country.
(0) Tkat is, the lawfuel jupreme Magifirate. (p) The Perfons

and Authority of Sovereigns baving the Qualifications which -

the Scriptures requwo. (q) That is, the lawful Supreme
Mogitirate, | 7 e il Sgrem

~
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« Allurement or Terror, from this bleflfed and loyal Conjunc-
tion 5 nor fhallcaftin any Lett or Impediment, that may
ftay or hinder any fuch Refolution asby common Confent
fhall be found toconduce for fo guod Ends ; but, on the con.
trary, thall by altlawful Means, labour to turther and pro-
move the fame 5 and ifany fuchdangerous and divifive Mo-
tion be made to us by Word or Writ, we and every one
ofus fhall either fuppres it, or, if need be, fhall innconti-
-pent make the fame known, that it may be timeoufly obviat-
ed; Neither do we fear the foul Afperfions of Rebellion;
Combination, or what elfe our Adverfaries, from their
Craft and Malicé, would put upon,us ;s(eeing what we do'is
fo well warranted, and arifeth trom an unfeigned Defire to

" maintain the true Worfhip of God, the Majefty of our (r)

King, and Peace of the Kingdom, for the common ‘Happis -
nefsof ourfelvesand the Polterity. And becaufe, we cane
not look for a Blesfing from God upon our Proceeding, ex-
cept with our Profesfion and Subfcription we join fuch a
Lite and Converfation as befeemeth Chriftians who havé re-
newed their Covenant with God; we therefere faithfully
- promife for ourfelves, our Followers, and all others under
-us, both in publick, in our particular Families and perfon-
al Carriage, to endeavour to keep ourfelves within the .
Bounds ot Chriftian Liberty, and to be geod Examples to
others, of all Godlinefs, Sobernefs and Righteouinefs, and
of every Duty weoweto God and Man. And, that, this
our Union and Conjunétion may be obferved without Vio-

~ Iation; Wecall the living God, the Searcher of Hearts to

Witneft, who knoweth this to be our fincere Defire and
unfeigned Refolution, as we thall anfwer to Jefus Chrift.in
the great Day, and under the Pain of Gud’s everlafting

‘ ‘Wrath, and of Infamy and Lefs of all Horour and Re-

fpe&t in this World ; moft humbly befeeching the Lord to
firengthen us by hisHolySpirit for this End, and to blefg our
Pefire and Proceedings with an happy Succefss that Reli-
gion and Righteoufne(s may flourifh in the Land, to ihe
Glory of God, the Honour of our (/) King, and Peacc‘ca,nd

by OR-

(v) That is, the lawful Suprome Magifirate. (f) That igy
the lawful Supreme Magifirate. s I
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Comfort of us all. IN WITNESS whereof, we have fub-
feribed with ovr Hands, ail the Premiffes, €5e.
" The Article of this Coveaant,which at firfk Subfcription

(t) Anno 1638, referred to theDetermination of the General

Affembly, béing detérmined, and thereby the five Articles of

Perth, the Government of the Kirk by - Bifhops, the Civil -

Places and Power of Kirkmen, upon the Reifons and

© Grounds contained in the A&tsof the Genmeral Aflembly,
declared to be unlawfal within this Kirk, we fubfcribe ac-

cording to the Determination forefaid. -

(2) Anno1638,

- oA Solemn League and Covenant, for Refor-
mation and Defence -of "Religion, the Ho-
nour and Happinefs of the King, and the
Peace and Safety- of the three Kingdoms
of Scorland, England 474 Ireland:

Agreed o Commiffioners from the Parliament and 4(]'3»0-
‘blj of g’x::xjn-in Englznd,‘f;vitb‘Conmiﬁionm of the Con-
“wention of Eflates and General (a) AfJembly of the Church

Scotland, and by both Houfes of Parliament and Affem-
bly of Divimes in England, and faken aud fubfiribed by
them, Anno 1643 3 and thereafter, by the [aid Autbority,

taken and fubfiribed by all Ranks in Scotland and England *

the fame Tear § and ratified by A% of the Parliament 3[

Scotland, Anno 1644 ;3 and egain vemewed in Scotland, .
with an Acknewledgment. of Sins, and Engagement to Pu.

ties, by all Ranks, Anno 1648 5 and by "the: Parliament
16495 and taken - end fubforibed by King Charles 1L, af
Spey, June 23, 1650, ud-t-Sc‘oor;ﬁanua;y 1/}, 1651,

Y X TE, having before our Eyes the Glory of God, and
%/ Y 'the Advancement of the Kingdom of ‘our Lord
and Saviqur Jefus Chrift, the Honour and Hap-

o o7 ' pinels

, () In Seotland ‘appm'ea'bﬁbg Géner'il Jﬂ’eé&lﬁ '
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pinefs of the King' (4) Majefty, and his Pofterity, and the:~.
true publick Liberty, Safety and Peace of the Kingdoms,
wherein every One’sprivate Condition is included ; and

. calling to mind the treacberous and ‘bloody Plots, Confpi-¥

racies, Attempts and Pra&icesofthe Enemies of God, 2.

- gainft the true Religionand Profeffors théreof in all Places,

efpecially in thefe three Kingdoms, ever fince the Reforma. |
tion of Religion (c) how much their Rage, Power, and-
Prefumption are of late and at this Time increafed and ex-' -
ercifed. whereof the deplorable Eftate of the Church and
Kingdom of Ireland, the diftrefied Eftate of the Church
and Kingdom of England, and the dangerous Efate of the

~ Church and Kingdom of Scotland, ate prefent and publick

Teftimonies, we having now at laft,(d)after other Means

" of Supplications, Remonftrances, Proteftations and Suffer-

ings, for the Prefervation of ourfelves and our Religion,
from utter Ruin and Deftru&ion, (¢)according to the com.
mendable Praétice of thefe Kingdoms in former Times, and
the Exampleof God’s Peoplein other Nations, after ma-

_ ture Deliberation, refolved and determined to enter into a:

mutual and Solemn League and Covenant, wherein we .
all-fub(cribe, and éach one of us for himfelf, with our Hands
lifted up to the moft High God, do fwear, .

1. That we ihall fincerely, really and conftantly, through
the Grace of God, endeavourin our feveral Placesand Cal-
‘lings the Prelervation of the reforrmed Religion in the

" Chuich of (f) Scotland, in Do&trine, Worthip, Difcipline
. and Government, againft our common Enemies; the Re-
- formation of Religion, in the Kingdoms of Englandand ire-

Jand, in Doétrines Worfhip, Difcipline and Government,
: . - -according

(6) Lanful fupreme Magiftrate. (c) And likewife the dea

" plorable and awful Apofiafy of thefe Parts of the' World. (d)

After all the Supplicationss Remonflrances and Sufferings of

- our Forefatbers,(e) As it was the commendable ¥radice of the

Kingdom of Scotland. (f) As it was in the Church of Scotland
in reforming Period, that we fhall endeavour through the Grace
of God, the famg Reformatisn of Religion, and Usiformity in

. Worfbip, Difeipline and Church Government in tis Placcy or

wherever it fhall pleafe God to order aur Lot,

£
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according to. the Word of God in the three Kingdoms, to ﬂ
the neareft Conjunétion and Uniformity in Religion, Con-
'{ejﬁm of Faitb, Form of Church Government, Directory
or Worthip and Catechifing ; that we and eur Pofterity

. after us, may, as Brethren, live in Faith and Love, and " |

that the Lord may delight to dwell in the Midft of us. 3

2. Thatwe thall inlike Mauoner, without Re(pe@t of Per-
fons, endeavour the Extirpation of Poper;, Prelacy (that
is, Church Government by Arch-bithops, Rifhops, their
Chancellors and Cemmiflaries, Deans, Deans and Chapters,
Arch-deacous, and all otherEcclefiaftical Officers depending -
on that Hierarchy, (g) Superfition,” Herefie, Schifm, |
Profanenefs, and whattocver fhall be found to e contrary to
found Doétrine and the Power of Godlinefs ; left we partake
in other Men’s Sins, and thereby be in Danger to receive
of their Plagues; and that the Lord may be'one; and his
Natne one in the(e Kingdoms, ,

3\ We fhall ‘with the fame Sincerity, Reality, and ‘Con-
ftancy, in our feveral Vocations, endeavour with ourEftates
and Lives, mutually to preferve the Rights and- Privileges
of -the (b) Parliament, and the Liberties of the Kingdoms,
and to preferve and defend the King's (i) Majefty’s Perfon
and Authority, in the Prefervation and Defence of the
i trueReligion and Liberties of theKingdoms ; that the World
may, bear, Witnefs with our Confciences of our Lovalty ;and
that" we haveno- Thouights or Intentions to diminifh his (k)
Majefty’s juft Power and Greatnefs. ' ,

. 4. Wethall alfo, with all Faithfulnefs, endeavour the Dif
covery of all fuch as have been, or fhall be, Incendiaries, Ma-
lignants, or cvil Inftruments, by hindring the Reformation
ot Religion, dividing the (/) King from his People, ‘or one 4

. ..

e A

of the Kingdoms from another, or making any Faétion or
Parties among the Peopls, contrary to this League and Co-
venant § that thev mav be brought to publick Trial; and re<:
‘ceive condign Punifhment, as the Degree of their Offence
- - ; fhall

- (g) And likewife Evaflian Supresmacy. (b) When reflored
accgrding to their ancient Foundation. - (i) The lawful fupréme
Magiftrate. (k) Tke lawful [upreme Magifirate. "(I) Tbe
lawful Magifirate when obtained. o s
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all require ot deferve, or the fupreme Judicatories of both
Kingdoms refpelivelv, or others having Power from them
wfor that Effe&®, fhall judge convenient., L
8. And whereas, the Happinefsof a blefled Peace between
“thefe Kingdoms, denied ip former Timesto our () Pro-
- genitors, is by the good Providence of God -granted unto
- uss and hath been (n) lately coocluded and fettled by both
Parliamaats, we fhall cach one of us, according to our Place
. ; and ‘Intégef!, ¢ndeavour, that they may be and remain
"+ 1 conjoined (0)in a firm Peace and Union to all Pofieritys
", and that Juflicemay be done upon the wilful Oppofers
- thereofin Maunner exprefled in the precedent Article.
' f 6. We'thall alfo,according to our Places and Callings,
b= in this common Caufe of Religion, Liberty and Péace of
_the Kirgdoms, affift and defend all thofe that entdr into.
this League and Covenant, in maintaining thereof j and
. fhall'not fuffer outfelves, direétly or indire€tly, by what-
v foever Combinatjon, Perfuafion or Terror, to be divided -
and wjthdrawn from this hlefled Union and Conjunttien,
wlether to make Defc&ion to the contrary Part, or to give
ourfelves to a deteftable Indifferency or Neutrality in this
¢ Caile, which fo inuch concerns the Glory ef God, the
¢ Good of the Kingdems, and Honour of the (p) King 3 but
. fhall, all the Days of our Lives, zealoufly and conftantly con-
tinue therein againft all Oppofition, and promote the fame
according to eur Power, againft all Letts and Igpediments
whatloever ; and what we are not able ourfelves to fipprefs
or overcome, we fhall reveal and make known, that it ma
be timeoudly prevented or removed : All which we fhall do
-as in the Sight' of God, ‘ :

e e M e

And becaufe thefe Kingdoms are guilty of many Sias and
Provocations againft God, and his Son Jefus Chrift, as is
too manifeft by our prefent Diftrefles and Dangers, the
Fruits thereof ; we profefs and declare, before God and
the World, our unfeigned Defire to be humbled for our
own Sins, and for the Sins ot thefe Kingdoms; efpecially,

I O that
¥ . (m) Our Reformers, (7). And wqs then lately concluded,
Y 0) Astbey werethens (p) The lawful fupreme Magifirates

——
g~ -



 Spygt tor this End, and to blefsour Defires and Proce fngs. )

* Pco'plé‘,r;3n'cl‘fui;h75dcoyzagerﬂeqt'to other Chriftian Ghurs ¢

- God, theSearchet of all Hearts,®with a truf | wWention t %

" chriffian Tyranny, te

o . ‘f‘ “.A'.‘ (' 66 : e .

fhat we have not, as we ought, valued the inéfiimable Be-:
nefit af the Gofpel that we have not laboured for ‘the
Eﬂrﬁé Power thereof ; and that we havenot endeavours

- ed to W@kive Cbrift'in our Hearrs, nor te waik worthy - of
B Jo'our Lives ; which are the Caufes of other Sins and -
: ;’aﬁg;cﬂ’wns fo muck abounding amongft usy; and owt

5(%%? nd unfeigned Purpofe, Defire and Endeavours, for
elves, and all Sther

under our Power #gd Charge, both -

-, if Piblick and Private, in al Duties wE ome. to God and ;!

Min, to amend our Lives, and each oné t0go before anc- -
ther in the Example of a real Reformatien ; ’ ;
may tirkaway his Wiath and heavy Indigna
blif thefe Churches and Kingdomsin TtHfMRnd Peace. -
And this Covenant we make in thie Prefence of' Almizheg -

Perfgghi the fame 5 a5 we thall anfwer at the Grlat Day;
‘when_ the Secrets of all Hearts fhall be difclofods, mo't .
hygghly belechingthe Lord, to firengthen us by gl 1

i

with fiich Succes, ‘3§ may be Deliverance and Safety tohis

ches groiiigg - under, of in Dangef of the Yoke of Anti-,
' 1 %r’x in.the [afe ot like Aflociation

nd Covenant, to the Glory of God, “the Enlargement of
the Kingdom of Jéfus . Chrift, and the Peace and Tran-
quivuitx'ogﬁ_ri@,{g ingdoms and Comihion-wealths, i

b
H
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