REASONS

Mt. Alexander Creaghead's receding
from the prefent Judicatures of
this Church, together with
its Conftitution :

To WHICH 18 ANNEXED A

PREFACE

To the READER, to difcover the
Bafis or Foundation on which the
Reafons are built.

[ A —

l Rev. xviil, 4. And I beard anotber Voice from

H:aven, [aying, Come out of ber, my Feople,
that ye ke ot Partakers of ber Sins, and that
ye receivve not of ber Plagues.

2 THess. iii. 6. Now we command you,Brethren,
in the Name of our LORD Jesus CHRrisT,
that ye witbdraw yourjelves from every Bro-
ther the! walketh diforderly.
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TO THE

R EADER

Chriftsian READE R, |
%&% SUPPOSED it tc be necefary for

NI thy better Information, and to preyint

thy being impofed upom by the IWiles and

Policy of Enemies to a covenanted Re-

"‘&-} %? ormamn that 1 fbould give thee a

View of thofe Thi ngs which were the

Ground of my Reafsns, that fo 6y a right Perufal o 5[
thefe Thangs you may ceme to underfland whether t

Ground is [fufficient to build the Reafons upem or mot :

They are as followeth : Year 1729, To cinvince the

Reader that wve govern ourfelves according to the Prin-
ciples bere afjerted and pleaded for, we annex a C

of the Symod's Agreement in the Point debated :

¢ thong b the S l.d do not claim, ¢r proiend to cny

‘ lntbm mpefing cur Faith upen other Men's

‘ C:nfrmu'n ; ht do profefs our juft Difatisfaétion

‘ with, and Jbbormm of fuch Impcfiticns ; and ut-

t g difclaim a.l legiflative Power and Autherity i

* the Cbxrcb, being willing te receive eng enother as
A2 ¢ Cbrif?
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Sbriff recetued us to the Glory of Gidy and to ad-
nit to Fellowfbip, in facred Ordinances, all fuch as
ve bave Grounds to belive Chriff will at laft admit
r1 the Kingdom of Heaven : Yet wo are undoubtedly
bliged to take care that the Faith once delivered to
‘he Saints be kept pury and uncorrupt amang us, and
fo banded down to Pojterity ; and do therefore agree,
that all the Miniflers of this Synod, or that jball
bereafier be admitted inte this Syned, fball deciare
their Agreement in, and Approbation of the Confef-
fion z/' Faith, with the larger and fhorter Catechifms
of the Affernbly of Divines at Weoltminfter ; as be-
ing, in all the effential and neceffary Articles, good
Forms of found Words and Syfiems of Chriftian
Doétrine ; and do alfs adopt the faid Confeffion and
Catechifms as the Confeffion of our Fasth, And
we do alfe agree, that all the Prefbyteries, wishin
our Bounds, fball always take care not to admit any
Candidate of the Minifiry unto the Exercife of the
acred Funttion bus who declares his Agreement in
inion with all the cffential and meceffary drticles

of faid Confeffion, etther by [ubferibing the faid
Confcffion of Faith and Catechifms, or by a verbal

" Declaration of bis Affent therete, as fuch Minifler
* or Candidate fhall think beft. And in cafe any M-
* mifter of this Syned, or any Candidate of the Minifiry,
¢ fall have cny Scruple with refpect to any Article or
* Articles of tne jaid Cenfeifion, he fhall, at the time
“ of bis making faid Decluration, declare bis Scruples
to the Prefbytery or Synod ; whe fball netwithfiand-
ing admit bim to the Exercife of the Minifiry within
our Bounds, and te miniferial Communion, if the
Syned sr Profbytery fhall judge bis Scruples o My«
tate ts be anly cbeut Articles not effential and wece)-
¢ fary in Dottiine, Worjbip or Gevernment. Bt if
S ‘the Synsd or Prifbytery foall juds: juch Minifiers or
¢ Candidates ervencons in elzntial o neceffary dvttcles

‘o
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€ of Paith, the Synod or Prefbytery Pall declare them
¢ uncapable of Communion with them. And the Synod
: ds folemnly agree, that mone qf; us !:‘i” travuce or

ufe any opprobrious Terms of thofe that differ from
¢ usin {b;z extra-effential {nd 1{;t nece, fPa{z:;
€ but treat them with the fame Friendbip, Kindnefi
¢ dnd brotherly Love as :f they bed mot differed from
C usin fuch Sentiments.

Another of the Synodical A& is dated 1734.

¢ That we are a particular Church, and not to be
S a Part of any particular Church in the World with
¢ which we are united by the joint Exercife :Z‘ Churcbh-
¢ Government, and are not accenntable te the judicial
¢ Enguiry of avy [upcricr, ecclefiaftical Fudicatures
¢ ug:n Earth ; Toerefore if we do not exert the Au-
S toority inherent in us, maimsaining the Purity of
¢ Gofpel-Truths, it's not in the Power of any fuperior
S ecclefiaflical Fudicature autboritatively to call us in
¢ Quiftion for our Negle@t, or for sur Ervers or Heo
 refies, if we [bould be corrupted with them.’

Again, an A or kind of an Anfwer 15 a Supplice-
tion brought into the Syned, when it was ereed aftev
¢he Divifion of the Syned, Auguft 1741.

¢ A Paper being brought in from Jeveral Swbferibers,
¢ defiring us te do fundry Things chiefly relating to the
¢ folemn League and Couenant, for the Reformation of
¢ the Church, as they fuppsfe, the Syned are of tiss
* Mind, that they are not called to any other Meajiere
* or Methods for carrying em a true Reformaticr and
¢ prometing real Godlinefs than they already plainly
 aim and endeavoxr after, they bope they are fincerely
“ and, in fome Degree, faithfully latouring to promote
¢ and eflablifh the Purity of Dectrine, I$orikip, Dif-
 cipline and Gevernment and Power of Gedline ;
S and therefore they defirc and affelionately advife
¢ vhet the Pesple fubjeribing [aid Paper be cantions und
¢ mederate in whes they are abext, and [o much the

* moe




[ vi]
 more as they think they bave Ground to fufpe® that
¢ fom: sll-defigning Perfans are crafiily and fecrotly
¢ unfupected by ;{mc of them encouraging thesr Preo-
$ codure for no good End. |

Thefe At2s, with a Letter, which gees under Mr.
Gilbere Tenncns's Nams, together with the Way and
Mauner that Church Government and Difcipline are
managed, is the Foaundation of my Recfous.

I underfiand that feme Minifiers and Pesple affert,
that this A2 of 1729 is repecied and diffanulled ; and
1ll the Ground they bave for the fame is an A8 of
Syned, made June 17, 1736, & which they fay it is
dome away : Which A is as felloweth,

¢ dn Overture a{" the Commitiee, upon the Suppli-
¢ ¢ation of the Peopls of Paxton and Derry was brought
$ in, and is as followerh, That the Synod do declare
‘ that inafmuch as we umierfland that Perfons
 of our Por fuafion bath mare lately and formerly bave
¢ dwen offrnded witk fome Expreffions or Diflinétion in
 the firf or preliminary At of our Syned, contained
¢ 48 tbe printed Paper relating to sur recarving or a-
¢ dopting the Wellminfter Confeffion and Catechifms,
¢ &c. that in ovder to remove faid Uffence, and all
¢ Tealwsfar ttat bave arifen or may arife in any of
> oxr Pesple’s Minds en Occafion of faid Diflinétions
S and Expreffons, the Sywad doth declare, That the
¢ Syxed bave adopted, and flill do adbere te the W eft-

¢ minfter Confoffun, Catechifms and Direftory, with-

 out the leafl Variatien or Alteration, and withsut
* any Regard o jaid Difiisétions. And we deo fur-
C ther declere, That this was sur Afraning and irue
¢ Inteat in our firfl adopting of jaid Cug/e}n, 25 may
¢ particularly appear by oy ddopting 4t : Which is
¢ a5 followerh, AUl the Minifiers of this Syned, nsrv
© prefent (whi:h were 18 in Number) excipt ame that

¢ declared bimfelf met prepared, afier propafing all the

¢ Scruples any of them bad 10 mabe againjl amy Asticles

¢ and
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¢ and Expreffions in the Confeffion of Faith ard larger
¢ and fborter Catechifms of the Affembly of Divines at
¢ Weftminfter, Jave unanimoufly agreed m the Solu-
€ tion of thofe Scruples, and indeclaring the faid Cono
¢ feffiom and Catechifms to be the Confeffion of their
€ "Faith, except oniy fome Claufes in the 20th and 23d
¢ Chapters ; concerning which Claufes the Syncd d:
¢ unanimoufly declare, that they do not receive the':
¢ Articles in any fuch Senfe as to fuppofe the civil Mu-
¢ gifirate hath a controuling Power over Synods unth
€ refpett vo toe Exercife of thetr minijtersal Authors-
€ ties, or Power to perfecute any for their Religion, or
€ in any Senfe contrary te the Proteflant Succeffion te
¢ the Throme of Great Britain.  And we hope and de-
¢ fire that this eur fymodical Declaration and Explie
¢ cation may [atisty all our People as to our firm -
S tachment to our good old recesved Dollrines containe.
¢ in faid Confeffin, without the leaff Variation er
¢ Alteration ; and that they will lay afide their “fea-
¢ loufies that bave beem entertained through G:cafion
¢ of the above hinted Expreffions and Declarations as
¢ groundlefs. This Querture was appreved ncmine
¢ contradicente.

Seeing [ bave mentioned this At before, I cime to
prove that she A 1729 is nat vepealed by this #éb, I
foall bint at @ few Things 1y it : And firfl, I fecrn te
be at a Lofs to underjland what theje Expreffiens in it
are apply'd 1>, viz.. ¢ Without the least Alicration or
Variatiem." If thefe Words are t0 be applicd uncs the
A8 of 29, then they are juft a Confirmation of 1t,
ans’ difcovers that the Symod wes not refolved in the
leapt 1o vary from it ; which is not improbable, Liberty
20 come and go in Religion, it being fo é‘aﬁh’mblc and
o very agrecable 1o corrupt Natare: But if the faid
ed unte the Confeffion of Faich, Cate-

Words be appli
cbifms and Diretory cp?ojal by the Weftminfter
ynod did not in the leaft

is, toet the
s v Mosfure
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Meafure deviate from them, it is notorioufly folfe, &
is plain by the Exception they make themfelves of Some-
thing in the. Articles of the Coufeffion in this very Aft.
It's plain alfo, that the Synod deviates from fome of
the Direftory, in neglelding, according to it to oblige
Perfons, before their Ordination, to take the Covenants,
national and folemn League, and in many other Things.
Secondly, Some Things appea: very firange in the Ex-
ception at the Clofe of the Act: Firfl, That. the
civil Magifirate hath not a controuling Power over
Synods in the Exercife of their Qffice. I readily grant
it to be fo, if Synods be in the right Exercife of their
Office; but if they tranfgrefs, by vidlating of God's
Holy Law, mifufing their Office, st 1s nat Jos for L
Juch a Cafe the civil Magifirate bas a centrouling
Power, as is plain from the Example of King Johah
2 Kings xxiii. 4 and from the very Defign of Mags-
Sirates, which isto be a Terrer to Evil-Doersy, and @
Praife to fuch as do well. . |

Secondiy, That the civil Magifircts bas not Power
to perfecute any for their Religion.  Certainly be bas
Power to punifp Perfous for entertaimng ervemesus
Principles, as well as wicked Aftions, let them term
them Religion or net ; otherwife be cannot be termed &
surfing Father to the Church, It's true that ne Ma-
gifirate bas juft Power to punifb or perfecute any for

maintaining any Principles agreeable to tf;_ 'zc:fu

Law, this being the Reverfe of the De bem.

Tb'id;; ; q[nppoﬁ tbat the infallible) Directien
of Mugiftrates i the Execution of Fuflice is the
JWird of God, and wst the Proteflant Succeffion o the

T that the fjmedical 471 of 1729

1 come now o prove . AA
is nat yet repealed with relation to receiving of the
Confelfion of Faith by any [ymedical Aé1; which s
undenyable from thefe Parniculars in this A8 of the

. . o . * “:
Sysed, by which is is faid the 48 f%"rm;m’
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Firft, That this A& fpeaks of the At 29 is clear frem
their terming it the fir/t or preliminary A& contained
in the print:d Paper relating to their receiving the
Confeffian of Fasth; cut of which Paper [ tock thafe
Things which I obferved in my two firft Reafens, Se-
condly, That this A nowife vepeals the At of 29 is
evident from tne Synad’s cwn exprefs Werds in this
A&, which are thefe, ¢ IVe hope and defive that this
¢ our fymodical Declaration and Explicution, &c.

This muft either be an Explicaticn of fomething or
of nothing : An Explication of nothirg is an Abfurdity :
If it is an Explicar:on of Somethirg, it either muft be
of the A% of 29, or of fomeihing elfe: If st be of
fomething elfe, it cannat be a Repealing of the A2 of
29 : Or if it be an Explication of the Act of 29, it
cannot be a R.pealing of it ; for the Defign of an Ex-
plication is to fet the Thing tn a clearer Light than it
was before 5 but the Defign of Repealing an A2 is, the
D:ffanulling of it, deftroying of st, raking away the Power
or Obligation of it.  So that it is evident that ‘he At
of 20, relating to the Syned’s receiving or adopting the
Confeffion of Faith, is nowife repealed nor abridged by
any [ynodical AGt to this Day, but flands in as full
Force as ever.  From the IWhole of this A&, and that o
29, I cannot find that either or bath of them bind the
Adherers to them fo firmly unto the Confeffion of Faith,
Catechifms and Direltory, compofed by the Affembly o
Divines at Weltminfter, as the formula did bind 16e
Adherers to it ; which formula, or adespting Aé?, was
compofed by the indulgsd Minijlers in the Reign of

King William, for receiving the Curates inta muni-

Serial Communion with them ; which At many of the

Curates complied with,
Therve is one Thing that I would warn the Reader

ofs which I fpoke of in myReafons, viz.. That in no other
Method or Manner ever was or is the Cc-?'cﬁm re-
cerved, either fynedically or prefbyterially, than agreca~
Weunts the At of 29 : That the Reafons werg written

« B Joms
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ime before the Prefiytery [at, at the ‘sz. that 1
{15:?2';:; :o j{in any longer ; as alfo, I never didy nor
do not yet fuppofe that for Minifiers, either in Synod or
Prefbytery, juft faying, without any more todo, that
they adopt or receive the Weltminfter Confeffisn of

Faith, Catechifms and Directory, as the Confeffion of

r Faith, to be an altual receiving of it as their
:f::lr; %‘btebr; t;m'e is no Promifes nor Obligations taken,
binding them that takes it to maintain and promote the
Principles therein contained againft all Oppofers of
them, and in Docirine and Praclice to conform to that
which they own : For without this, or ﬁmet{zmg equi-
valent to it, I laok upon it as a meer empty Compliment
for Minifiers only to fay they adop,t or receive the Con-
feffion, &c. It losks indeed, altho tbe}: own .tbe We{{-
minfter Confeffion, as if they had no juft Right to it,
as the very Word adopt praperly fignifies. .

Adgain, It isafferted, that the Reafons which were
taken frem thofe fynodical Aéts of 29 and 34 are not
2o be regarded as ary Reafons Jor receding from the
Prefbytery of New-Caftle, of which I was a Member .
Becaufe thefe A&2s were made before fome of them were
Minifiers, and they are now a feparate Body, and fo
they have no Concern with thefe Acts. Al that I jhall
fay in Defence of this, is only to defire the Reader im-
partially to comparé the At of our Synod, after it was
feparated from the other, and the :‘!ﬂ qf.' New-Catftle
Profytery, when I receded from it, with thofe two
Jformer cal Acls, together with the Explication
of them ull, and confider if there is mot [o much of an
Agreament betwiscn them as gives me fufficient Ground
te memtion the A1 of 29 ;ﬁd of 34 bﬁ as ts found

£ my Reafons of receding upon them.
ﬁm;;:y lf’: / 1d t{et JMr’.’JGi}l’bert Tennent’s Let-
ter coas ne juft Ground of 4 Reafon for receding from
the Profytery, be being no Member of it. To this 1

anfiyr, my Defign wes net nor is net only 12 r;;c‘:c
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Srom the Prefiytery only, but &lfo from the Synod, as
Plainly appears from my Reafons ; "fo that 1 look upon
the Reafons of the one to be [uficient for the other,
they being a conjuné? Body.

1 come now to confider of the Minutes of the Pref-
bytery, at the Time when [ gave in my Reafons of re-
ceding from it : Which is as Jolloweth,

© Mr. Creaghead having given bis Reafons for
¢ Withdrawing from Communion, and having propofed,
¢ as Terms of his continuirg in Union with us, that we
¢ fhould explicitly declare our Adberrence to every Ar-
¢ ticle in the 33 Chapters of the Weftminfter Confs/-
€ fion of Faith, with the larger and fhorter Catechifms,
$ as the Articles of our Fasth; that we declare our
¢ Adberrence to the Weftminfter Directory, and the
¢ Sum of faving Knowledge ; that we oum and ac-
¢ bnowledge the national and Jolemn League and Coye-
¢ nants, as a Tie binding upom us, as materially and
¢ Jormally confiered unto the Whol, of the Prefbyterian
¢ Religion, &c. that we teptify againft the Defection

¢ in King Charles the Second's Reign; againft the
¢ prelatical Government in the Church ; againfp all
¢ Jynodical or prefbyterial Ares, againf? or inconfifient
Cwith the whols Confeffion of Faith, or any Pare
© thereof, &c. The Preofbytery confidering, that altho’
¢ they have already declared theiy receiving the Weft-
¢ minfter Confefion of Faith as the Confeffion of their
¢ Faith, without Exception of any Part of it, as by
¢ our Minutes will appear ; yet feeing it is mot thoughe
¢ Jufficient by M. Creaghead, “that he may have no
¢ colourable Ground of Fuffice for f; arating from us
¢ upon that Head, and :r?l;a/t? Um{r ;:5 Peace m{gbt be

 preferved among # us, which we earneflly defire ;

S the Profiytery declares as Jollows, viz. That we, and
€ every ome of us, ds unfeignedly, as in the Sight of
* GOD, take and receive the Hhole of the Weftmin-

¢ Ber Confeffon of Faith, Bwitb 8h¢ larger and ,?oger

2 Q-
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 Catechifms, as the Confeffion of our Fait{:, believing
“ all the Articles in them as the Truths of God's Word,
in the plain and obvious Meaning af the Words
€ whereby they are exprefs'd in fc:ul Confffizn and
€ Catechifms 5 yet fo as the latter Claufe of the third
€ Article of the 23d Chapter fhall nat be fo inter proted
€ as if the civil Magiftrate bad a Pewer of a ne;a-
* tive Voice over Synads in their ecclefiafbical Tranfac-
$ tions, or had, as a civil Magiftrate, any ecclefsjiical
© Authority in them. The Proflytery all. /!»g/\arrs,
€ that they adbere to the Plar laid dowr: n f/.:.e"\‘-«l;’ﬁ-
* minfter Directsry for Government and Dijcipiinr,
¢ as the Plan_eflablifhed by Jefus Chriji. the alone
¢ King and Head of the Church :  And we heartily
¢ belicve the Sum of javirg Knewledge as a brief Sum
© of the Chriftian Doctrine comained in Hely Sff'.p-
¢ ture. As to tne Covenants, we agree to ihe f‘}'bf/a
 of our Declaratisn made prefoyterially at A]zfid.e«
* Ofarara, April 14. 1742, which is as }[o/u,ws,
¢ Upon the Addrefs prefented by Part of the Pe
¢ Middle-O&arara, and fome others, concerning ;riie
€ Jolemn League and Covenant, defiring the Ifr:g’l*?te(}' s
“Fudgment concérning the Oblization and b:rnd:ngr;e-b[:
“ of thefe Covenants upon them the ’I’ojIer:ty of the
€ Covenanters defiring the Profbytery’s Judgment of
€ this Matter, as ther Commg[/::cmr: drdgred' E';?r‘
¢ their own Light and Satisfaction about it : The
¢ Prefbytery, after a long Difcourfe upon the ja!ey.n.n
¢ League and Covenant, which contains and compre-
¢ bends the Subflance of the national Covenant mb _:r,;
€ concluded as follows, namcl, that Religion whic

¢ was ¢flablifped and fo [slemnly engaged to by she faid

¢ Covenant in all the Branches of it, both as to Doc-

€ trine and the Plan for Government, Worfup and

¢ Difcipline im :6e Church, is the true Religion ccn~
¢ tm‘fd? ' and taught by the Ward of God ; and that

> 11'7:1""13 condemned and rejected in the faid Ccv‘m:::

¢‘0p/¢' (_)f
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are Errors csntrary to the Word of God, aud confee
quently the faid true Religion, comtained in that Co-
venant, is flill obligatory and binding upon all People
and Perfons where the Light of the Gofpel comes by
the Authority of God's IWord, The Prefbytery fur-
ther declares, that their entering into the folemm
League and Covenant, by the Body and Strengeh of
the Three Kingdoms of Britain and Ireland, was s
hopeful ard promifiig Expedient for the E (lablifbment
a:d Prefervation of the fame true Religion of Fefus
Chrit in them i and the Breaking of the faid Co-
venant afterwards, with that Eftablifiment of 4
prelatical o epifeopul Church-Government, contrary
tz it, and that furiois Perfecution and Jhedding of
tic Bleod of the Saints that enfiied upon it, were
very crying avd awfil, aggravated Sing before God ;
Jar which we bave pill Reafon to Sfear the atvful
Stroaks of his righteous Judgments ;" Yet the Pyofby-
tery frecly owns and declares there may be Proteflants
of other Denon:inations, befides the Prefbyterians,
incercly, gedly, true Belicvers in Chri s ard dear
to bhim ; and we doubt not there are many [uch, not-
withitanding they belicve and maintain Jome Thirgs,
through bumane Imperfetion in this prefent State,
which are erroncous, “why therefore ought net to be
losked upon as Heathen Meon and Publicans, but lo-
ed as the Children of God and Members of the Bedy
f Chrifl, feeing they are feunl in the main Effen-
ials of Religion, and afford ba[;i[ul Evidences of
incere Piety,  Finally, The Pr,, ytery judge it may
very necdful frr Miniftcrs, upon preper Occafions,
o grve WWarning to their People of the great Dancer
bat thofe Kinzdams which we are related to, and
urfelves with them, Sand in of the frvere Tudg-
ents of God, on the Account of the afircfard Scene
Perfidy, Cruclty and Copofition i3 the Intesest of
briff's Kingdom. And we likewtfe frecly ard

¢ openly




[ xiv ]

¢ openly declare and teflify againft that dreadful Apofo

$tacy under the Reign of King Charles the Second
¢ end the Oath of Supremacy, and all other finful Bond
¢ and Oaths them impefed, We likewife declare again
¢ allprelatical and epifcopal Government in the Church
® all humane Rites and Ceremonies in Worfbip ; an
¢ againft all fynedical and prefbyterial Acts contrary t
¢ the Confeffion or Diseltory.
1 fhall make fome Remaris this Minute : Ana
Firft, remark what is faid by Way of Rebiarfing th
 Torms of my Re union with them, differs much fro
the Terms themfelves, as the impartial Reader ma
safily perceive; to whife Confideration I leave it
Second remark, That the Prefbytery bas compliec
én any Meafure but with a few of the Terms propefec
as, perbaps, may further appear. Third remark
Yhat the Preflytery afferts they had received the Con
Joffim of Faith, without Exception of any Part of it
readily own, that it is ccommon for Miniflers to fa
m Prefbyteries or Symds, that they adopt er recetve th
Cwy}jﬁon of Faith as their own in Cumulo, withox
making any particular Exception againft any Part o
#t; yc¢ I cannot look this as a right Recesving o
tbe Confeffiom of Faith; for thefe Reafons, Firft, Be
caufe all fuch Declarations, 1 fuppsfe, bave a Rufer
rence te that finful AR of 29, it not being yet
ticalarly repealed, and it being formed as a Rule o
Direttion wherey the Confeffin Pould be recetved
and there being notbing elfe, fince the Formation of the
dreadful AR, for diretiing Perfoms bow to recerve th
Confcfon of Faith, 2. Becanfe Ilook upen fuch ver
bai Declarations as a very infipid and luke-wears
Maonner of receiving [uch a very valuable Beok intire]

wnbecoming ¢ / an
Jee what good End fuch Declarations are for, unios:
any folemn Promife or Obligatim to conferm unto wix
tdey receive in Dellrine, Grvernment, D:ftv,;,ltzla

raéiis

be Importance of the Thing. 3. I canml
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Prafbice. 4. Becavfe [everal Minifters, that bave
declared fo, do preach, pray, argue, aft in Government,
Difcipline and Pradtice the Reverfe of what they pre-
tend to recesve.
§ Fourth Remark is, That the Profbytery make .
Dyjatisfaction the Ground of this Procedure of theirs g
0 that if they extended any further in this A& thaw
g fualy it is owing to their Compaffiin upon me ; but did
ot flow from a true Senfe of the Nea{ily of thefe
Things in their own Nature, or from their Senfe of
be lnw, mournful and dslcful State of this Branch of
he Church of Chrift in thefe Parts; which indeed 1
m affraid that this is the naked Truth of the Matier,
ntil the eternal God brings a Saul to fee the difiveffed
tate of his Church, bow it lies like a rainous Heap.
Ithe' be fhould freely cwn cvory Word contained in
bat valuable Book termed the W etmipfk.r Confeffron
Fasth, it would all be but in a great Meafure in
vain ; for it could not be otherwife but the Heart and
“raflice contraditing the Profiffion.
Fifth Remark is, Tbe Profiyicry acknewledges the
Directory to be the Plan for Government, and to be
fablifbed by Fefus Chrift'; and yet docs nst oblige Can-

didates, before their Ordinatism, 1o take the Covenants,

.

r Js toe Diretory exprefsly requires. It is really exceed-

ng wonderful, yea, amazing 1o mey bow Perfons that
ruly fears God dare, for their Souls, wilfuily neglect
uch a material Injunction in the Diretory, which they
jert 15 eflablified by Fefus Chriff, while the Thing
equired is altually in their Power to perform. A
srallel Example of this is difficut to find an Inflance
the like in the Book of God of bis ewn Children:
this Praclice does mat comtradict the Profefion 1
the unprendiced and wnderfianding Reader to
ge. O.b';:::yn;téh: r too much like an fu-
ufirious ul Blinding of the Eyes of the
pulens? prosending 40 receive the M‘{Jirmg




[ xvi ]
and not excepting againft one Sylable contained in it,
and yet avowedly neglecting this and feveral ather
Things therein.  Ob, Chriftian Reader ! confider that
it is by fuch Pretences, Wiles and Stratagems that the
Church of God bas been betrayed ever fince the doleful
Breach of our Holy Covenants: And, alas for it! we
that are in the Room of Teachers have bad the chief
Hand in leading poor Souls afivay ; and indeed I can-
not clear myfelf of the Charge, for which I would de-
fire to mourn before God and the Worid, Night and
Day. |

Sixth Remark : The Quejbion afked in the Supplica-
' tism was, whether the Covenants were binding upon us
or not ? But not ane Ward of a direct Arfwer is given
so the Dueftion propofed, alths’ it isa very importunate
¢ftion in this degenerate Age, and althe’ almsf} ome
ord might Beve fully done it ; yet this could not be ob-
tained, but inflead of it @ meer Evafien or a waving the
Queftion, as is plain, to a Demonfiration, from the

very Minute i:zlf.
~ Scventh Remark : It is true Religion which is con-
tained in the Covenants that the Prefbytery afferts to
be flill cbligatory, and ot the Covenants themfelves.
Again, this true Religion is obligatery by the Autharity
of God's Word ; but not by the Covenants, which was
not the Queflion propefed ; for neme, as 1 know of,, quef-
tions this, viz. that the true Religion contained in the
Covenants is binding by the Autbority of God's I¥ord.

Again, neither was the Dueftion, If the Rdligion con-§.

sained in the Covenants be the true Religien or not
Re many of us bave wo Doubts or Hefitation whether
it be the true Religion or not ; Jfor we are conyinced in
okr Confciences, by the Spirit of God, [peating i bis
Word, that it is the true Religion.

by etgfideradl ; mor absut one kind or anotbir of Religron.
Aguin, saither was she Ruofiics swherber the

a3 binding upen us.

it is altogether i
binding upin ene Soul that is net of the Poflerity of

HAzain, weither

swes tbe Ducflion properly about Religion at all abfiract-

true

Re-|
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Religion be binding upon all in a fpecial Manner, This

¢s certainly fo; but none of all thefe Things were ever
in the Queftion, but intirely foreign from the Quefliom,
But the Queflion was, whether the Covenanis ars
binding up:n us, Yea or Nay. Qb ! Chrytian Reader,
bere you may clearly fee (if Prejudice bas not blinded
seuy Byes) whar needlefs Shifts and  firange kind of
Turns is taken to avoid only one of two Wards, sither
Yea or Nay. Dues not this plainly difcover the Bad-
nefs of the Caufe? For if thofe Conenants are binding
might rat the Prefbytery have faid they were Jof )
better Anfwer we fhould not have defired. And if
they looked upon them not to be fo, this would bave been
a clear Anfwer. My dear Reader, for the Lord God's
Sake, and for thine own Soul's Sake, what is all this
but a meer Quibling in the Affair.

Agein, althe’ there is mot a dire@® Anfwer given to
the Sucflion ; yet, I imagine, ne may juflly be gathered

om that which was given in the Koom of one, vViz,
That the Prefbytery does not look upen the Covenants
This is plain, from their afferting
that the true Religion is flill ebligatery by the Autbority
of God's Ward wherever the Gofpel comas.  This in-

timates, that this true Religion is newife binding upon

us by the Covenants y becaufe this Obligation by the

Word of God te this true Religim extends eguzlly unte
all Nations where the Gofpel comas 3 for st cannot bave

rvre Autberity in onc ation Lhan another, it baving
“ill the Autberity of the fame unchangeable God. New
e that shefe Covenants [lenld be

Natien of the Covenanters, until the Perfen binds bim~

fc& Jfo the reai Thing is, if they are st binding @
" .

not xpen them cither ; for there i: the fame Equelity
of Reafon,
as the sther,

Nations than the covenanting Nations, they ars

according to this Mnute here, for the ene
Tioy affart gm they owm the Covnronte
. i
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materially, but not formally. This is a philofophical
Diftihétion whereby many poor People are bigusled : To
own the Covenants to be materially binding, is to own
that thofe Things which are contained in them are
binding. To difown them to be formally binding, is
properly to deny them to be binding at all as Covenants,
Twe Things are effential to all kind of Writings which
are valuable, viz. Matter and Form, and take away
either of thefe and you defiroy the Writing; fo take
away the Form of the Covenants, then they ceafe to be
Covenants 3 as for Inflance, take away the Form of a
Note or Bond and it 15 no more @ Note or Bond. You
may alter the Form of a Note or Bond many Ways, and
they remain to be either good or bad, according as they
are altered cither for the Better or the Woarfe,

Eighth Remark. It appears to be no fmall Wonder
10 me how the Profbyter: can affert that thefe Cove-
nants were not only materially good, but alfo were pro-
mifing and bopeful Expedients for the effablifbing of
vital Godlinefs, when they were compofed, and the

Matter of them fiill good and binding by the Word of

God ; but mot as they are Covemants, Now it’s ima-
gined that there is no meed of thefe Covenants now.
What can be the Reafon that 1we don’t need them now as
well as rver ? Is it becaufe we have no meed of that
truc Relivion which was and is efiablifbed by them ? or
rather that eur Hearts and Minds are fo aliexated
from God that we bate and abbor fuch a firiél, true
and undefiled Religion as it is? or is the Religion be-
come worfe? or bave Perfons, by being bound to it by
folemn Vews, learned it fo well as rightly to perform it
with & loofe Foot that they can come and go in it at
their Pleafure? or is it becaufe we have complied with
Prelacy ? which, ly the Word of God and thefe Cove-
nants, is condemmed ; the Prevelency of which was ene
the greateft Motives to excite our worthy Anceflors

2o compofs them, thas thereby this drcadful Errer m'g:n
e . . ‘
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 Be rooted out. But fome may [ay, wherein have we com-

plied with abjured Prelacy 5 in fupporting the Profeffors
of it and Compliers with it 5 in fubmitting and fwearing
Allegiance unto the Promoters and Upholders of it, and
in not bearing a publick Teffimony againft it as an Ufur-
pation of Chriff's Royal Prevogatives ? Again, the
Form of the Covenants is afferted by the Prefbytery to
be once good 5 and fure there is no Change or Alteration
in the Form of them ? and what has taken away their
good Form? or has the Mutation or Change of Go-
vernment dine it? It's true that the Alteration of
Government was the Caufe of their Violation and Bur~
ning of them ; yet thofe that efcaped the Flames remain
the fame that they were. Again, it feems firange
how all Things in or Matter of thefe Covenants fhould
be binding by the Word of God, and yet not binding in
themfelves : This muf? be becaufe Covenants are not of
a binding Nature, or becaufe thefe are not fo 5 or be-
caufe altho’ they have been binding in their own Na-
ture, yet they have loft their Obligation. 1. That
Covenants are of a binding Nature, is unquefimnable,

" the very Notion of a Covenant proves 1t ; for what is

a Covenant but a Contralt or Agreement by which each
Party covenanting obliges themfelves to the Performance
of whatfoever is contained in theCovenant ? BothScrip-
ture and Reafon proves this ; nay, it's impoffible to be a

" Covenant and not to be binding in its own Nature. 2. &

know it’s granted that thefe Covenants were binding
spon them that entered inte them. 3. I fuppofe it
will be allowed, that the Covenants are flill of a bin<
ding Nature in themfelves, otherwife they muft ceafe
to be. But all the Qucflion lies in this, Whether
they are binding upon us ?  To which I anfwer: If
they are not dinding upon us they are not our Cove-
mants ; for if they were they could mot ceafe to bind us,
they being of a binding Nature ; and if [s, we may
Jutly difowyn them altogether, and caft them away or
burn them, C2 Ninth
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the Body of Chrift bere is undoubtedly intemded bis vi-
Jible Ghurch. Now that any arvoncous Porfon, whils
he upholds bis Ervers, fbeceld be looked upon a5 @ Mema
ber of Chriff’s vifible Church, is diametrscally ‘%Qﬁ“
20 the fore-cited Scriptures, Gonfeffion of Faith, Catee
chifmsy Direétory, Covenants, and many other Scrip-
tures. It is certain that Pevfons may be the Children
of God, andyet juflly caft eut of Chrif’s vifible Ctiurch,
and be looked upon as no Members therasf, until they
repent and return from their evil Courfe, as is ploin
Jrom the Inflance of David in his Murder and Adx)-
sery, and Peter in denying of bis Lordy w27 ~any others
and the Negleting of Church- Difcipline towards fuch
as are fuppofed to be godly, has been a dreadful Rusn
20 the Church.

Thirteenth Remart. The Prefbytery opens the Door
of the Church in this Minute unto the ufual Extent of
12, fince the Covenants were laid afide, viz, unto all

uch as own the main Effentials of Religion, and this
is the very fame with the Act of 1729. Now this, and
the like of ity has brought the Church of God to a very
and dangerous Condition. 1. Becaufe the Door
of the Church by this is opened fo wide that it excludes
ry few. 2. Becaufe never no Church has determined
bat thefe main Effentials in Religion are, whether
ny or few Particulars, [o that thefe being undeter-
inec they are judged agrecable to the Inclination of the
eople which judge of them, which is a very flippery
undation to butld a Church upon.
Fourteenth Remark. The Prefbytery cfteems it to be
needful for Miniflers to warn their People of the
reat Danger the whole Realm flands in of the fudg-
ts of God on the Account of the forefaid Evils,
iz. the Breach of the Covenmants, &c. How this
sfponds and agrees with the common Prallice of
inifders, let the impartial Reodyr confidsr if it is not
o Reverfe of it,
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" omark is, That the Prefbytery afferts that
wchl?:x jI;ill Reafon to fear the awful Strokes /q‘ god s
pighteous Fudgment, for the Violation of thefe av;-
sants and other Evils which acconzpamed the fame. If
sve bave ftill Reafon to fear the Strake of Fuftice bﬁ;
gbe Breach of thefe Covenants and other Evils whic
accompanied it, then either we are Jome way gu;lty of
ghis Breach and the ather Evils, or the Holy God muft
Be charged with Injuftice, which 15 terrible Impiety,
or this Part of the Minute 15 falfe: And if wbe are.
guilty of the Breach of the Covenants, 1t muﬂb . ';1 by
sbeir being binding upon us 5 for if they are noIt inding
ds Covenants, it's imps[fible we fhouid, by fpotlefs _7uf-
gice, be charged with the Breach of them as .Comnanlt: ;
oxd thus thisPart of the Minute appears intirely to clafh
gnd contradiét the former Partof ity the one é’ar{ ;)n-
gimating that the Covenants are binding, the otber
B ;" n‘f’%&l’ ofbytery puts themfelves 1o

- mark. y

e z:zﬁfﬁk%rmbh in afferting that there are P}:rjznx of

ather Denominations befides Prefbyterians, waich ar¢.

gedly ;3 for this is not doubted but there is fuch.
Eleventh Remark. The Prefaytery appears 10 give

] afferting, that erroneous Per-
zz”;b:'zdt:fz Z:;«? up{n as Heathens, or the like.

J :th thole Scriptures, I leave the Ju-
gzu:b::dag:;c}::ﬁcd ader to judge. ‘Titus mci
30. A Man that is an Heretick, after the firft an
fcond Admonition, reje&. Matt. xviii. Lattthcr
Part of the 17th Ver. But if he negleét to hearM e
Church, let him be unto thzea as a; H:a;}!u:ri‘ 6?1:

ican. 1Cor. v. Latter ar
I';::hll;::i:’c;: not that a little Leaven leaveneth
!
“Ym‘;z qump b is, Thai the Prefoytery afferts
#bat thofe erromesus Perfons foould be locked upon a3

e Mymbers of the Body of Clrifty ioﬂrmf ; fcr‘z

N

Fifteerith
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" Fifteenth Remark, Althe’ the Profbytery declares

' Defeition ; yet, from theScope of
:iias‘ %i/r:’:;;alfo'tzzp‘:v{:dﬁz}y do they difcover the little

Knowledge that they have of the mournful and diftreffed

. H X . X
Condstion of the Church in thefe Paris. 0.3 4 $% ‘if &%g 'g $ % &%

N oo Reime oo bt Tt i The R E ASONS o7 Mr
Ground’qf my Reafons 5 and, per b”P’? ’]’”C‘l’;ﬁ 2 and i 2/ ol
never meet til we mmlat ;/J} Bt‘;):e {mpa: ‘{,.ﬂa’”y ts Alexander Creaghead ) dé’t‘llﬂlﬂg

. o" Vi/e . . . o
:f,;;{:: ‘what ,i’; ﬁfﬁ?ﬁ; with an Eye to thy Good, and 20 101:1 with the Judscatories of

Y/l s fmall .
the Benefit of the Church of Chrift 5 left this fima the Church iy thefe Pares, g4

dence
. o s d nt a dlﬂ/? tb" as an Ev, - - . N
5,::‘:2‘0 e im tZ; Iofirutin. . Farewell, | Cording to the Prefent Situatin
of them

70 be laid before the Prefbytery of Now. Caftle,

Yo fit at Whiteclay-Creek 4, 34 Wedne/-
day of Sept. 1742, |

- S
D e

INTRODUCTION.

trample my Confcience under my

Y Witnefs, that the

than [ know we|]
OW to exprels; for both yous Sermons and your

Ivate Converﬁtion, have been many Times very
refrefhing




(34)
But the latter I dare not do

nt ; when efpecially, as far as Ican
z?x?i? ::yttﬁc::f‘:)e&’, my Confcience is dire&ted by

the Spirit of God, fpea ing in his Word.

. T is really grievous unto me, that Tam
obl?gc:l"::) oIpen up, i):xgany Meafure, the Nak@ncfs
of the Church of God in thefe Parts, and howI open
it lies unto the Enemies of God : Yet wj‘g;n F;l;-
{ider, until the ruinous Heaps In Zion be difcove ed,
that even the Sons and Daughters thgmf an e:.l :e rl
pals them by, without any Lamenuno? i At \: ‘wl-
they are once obferved, it cannot be fo. And :

i lefs Ten-
' few Lines may appear to have e
:l‘::c;hg: this End, than the Sounding of the Rains

rthrowing theWalls of Ferichos
;::m:v::dkt:ot::%l:at God wgill do with them ?
t ] .

i take Liberty to fay, that 1
thvg::; ’ﬁcsklo:;‘:n:u :ant to promote Divifions, and

] igl d the like:
forfake the Prq.’btc?‘:; Relngaon’, :;‘I‘ e ol

May Gon P i in Principles,
vt be difcerned, and much lefs proved.

Years paft, and fill is my,Prin-
hasm fO:a:‘fa‘t‘i‘iyRefc)lution’, to walk as agreeabl
:‘spl can, in Do&rine, Prafice, Government

Difcipline, unto the boly Word of God,

(25)
My REASONS for declining,

are fuch as thefe:

eefrefhing unto me :

Firfl :  Betaule | fuppole that the Confeflion of
Faith, which was compofed by the rtev. Aflembly
of Divines at /Zeffminfler, was never s yet received
in this Province, citler prefbyterially or fynodically,
as the Confeflion of our Faith in every Article theres
of even, to fpeak of no more at preient ; but the
32 Articles therein contained at felf, which have
not ail been received : As may perhaps appear from
 the following Particulars,

(1) You will find no prefbyterial or fynedical A«
greement in this Province before the Year 1729, to
receive or adopt the Confeflion of Faith at all; and
few Years betore this, fcarcely almoft any thing
fpoken of it.

(2) When in the above-mentioned Year there
was a fvnodical A& for fome End of recciving the
Corfedlion of Faith, yet then all the 33 Articles
wt felf were not all received ; as is undeniably evi-
.dent by the fynodical A& for the fame, of which
Words are thefe : ¢ And do therefove agree, that
‘¢ all the Minifters of this Synod, or that fhall here-
¢ after be admitted into this Synod, thall declare
¢ their Agreement in, and Approbation of the Con-
 fetion of Kaith, with the Larger and Shorter

ined in the . ¢ Carechifms of the Affembly of Divines at /#2/1-

every “::t;yc:h:t;mblyof Divines sthFefiminfler § e oingpr 3 being in all theygyéntial axd neceffary
m‘:‘;o(hwld eftcem it as 3 very great Mercy, ang ¢« Articles, good Form of found Words and Syftems
and ch Privilege, to hwve the rtunity t0 WAIY ¢¢ of Chriftian Do&rine ; and do alfo adopt the faid
on Prefbyteries and Synods which were guided DY «¢ Confeffion and Catechifins as the Confetlion of
:hne DireQory for Govesrnment of the * our Faith,” Here is a Part of that A& ; ! thall
have Gceafion to mention more of it. By this it's

| evident, That all the Articles in the Confeflion werc

kot received by this A&,Dbut only thofe that were

Eﬂ?.‘h“ 1ul

e
”e
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Effential and. Neceffary ; which difcovers that they
then looked upon fome of them not to be fo, and
thence not to be received. Thefe Articles are not
particularized whether they are many or few, whe-
ther fome or all, but left to the different Sentiments
of Perfons, to add or diminifh : And,for my Part,
I can fee no Reafon why any Quaker, Papifi, or
what they will, may not receive the Confethon
upon the fame Terms ; for 1 {ee no Bounds fet to
marr any of them.

(3) That the Weftminfler-Confeflion of Faith
was not, nor is not received in this Province as the
Confeflion of cur Faith by any prefbyterial or
fynodical A&, is further plain, by another Part of
the fame fynodical A& above fpoken of, which
is as follows: ¢ And in cafe any Minifter of the
¢ Synod, or any Candidate of the Miniftry, thall
¢ have any Scruple with refpedt to any Article or
«¢ Articles of the faid Confeflion, he fhall in the
« Time of his making faid Declaration, declare
¢ hig Scruples to the Synod or Prefbytery, who
¢ (hall notwithftanding admit him to the Exercife
¢ of the Miniftry within our Bounds, and to mini-
¢ fcrial Communion, if the Synod or Prefbytery
« fhall judge his Scruples or Miftake to be only
¢ sbout Articles not Effential and Neceflary in
«¢ Dodrine, Worfbip and Government.” Here
you may obferve, that Scruples may be at any Ar-
ticle or Articles .n the #efiminfler Confeffion of
Faith: And if ik Prefbytery or Synod judges the
Scruples or Miftake to be only about Articles not
Effential and Neceffiry, then it is to be conciuded
fo, altho’ the Scruphs be about any Article or Ar-
ticles in the Confeffivu of Faith 3 yet it’s all one,
if the Prefbytery or Synod judges them not to be
ellential or neceflary, they muft infallibly be fo,
without any Pcradvzature ; and thex the Synod or

Prefbytery

(27)

Prefbytery is made Judge, what our Confeffion is to
be; and we have no more ado, according to this
A&, but look what the Aés be either of a Prefbvtery
or Synod, and there you may find our Confeffion of
Faith; and if the Prefbytery or Synod be found in
Faith, your Conteflion will be the better : But
tho’ ever fo erroncous, if it goes under the Name
of a Prefbvtery or Synod, yet their Act muft be
your Confefion, Thus you may perceive, that the
”/ey?t'n.ryter Confeflion was nnt reccived by that Aét,
but tiw Acts of the Prefbytcriesand Synods received
in its roum, and it moft bafely vilified, as tho’ there
were Articles in it neither effential nor neceflary in
Doétrine, Werfhip, or Government, And Oh!
what 2 dreadful and abominable Slur is caft upon
fuch an excellent Affembly ¢ How can a more in-
tolerable Act be formed than this, by any that has
the Shape of a Man ?

(4) That the 772fiminfier Confeflion of Faith was
not intireiy received by this A&, is further evident,
becaufe only the Articles and Catechifms are men-
tioned in it, and not a Word of the Diretory for
Worthip and Government, the Sum of Saving
Knowledge, nor the Covenants, And indeed it’s
little Wonder; for there has been not only very
fmall Ufé made of any of thofe Things, but alfo
many ‘Things in them denied and ridiculed moft
awfuily, as it they were ridiculous, altho’ they were
all at leaft approved and received by the iame vene-
rable Aflembly of Divines at Weftminfler, as a Part
of Uniforzity in Religion 5 as is cvident by the
A&s of Affembly in the fame Year in which the
Confeflion was received, and afrerwards the Cove-
nants were frequently renewed.

Second Reafon of my receding f '

: : . g from the prefent

Ecclefiaftical Judicatures of this Church,as they are
How

° ¥ v
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now conftituted, is, Becaufe the aforefaid abomi-
nable A¢t is ftill the very Ground and Foundation
of the Church in thefc Parts, it being the very
Terms upon which it is pretended that the #ef2-
minfler Confeffion of Faith was and is flill fynodi-
cally and prefbyterially reccived ; and in no other
Way, Method or Munner was ever the WWefiminfler
Confeflion yet received, cither fynodicilly cr pref-
byterially, ncither is there any other Method pre-
fcribed for .receiving the /Peftminiier Conteflion
prefbyterially or fyrodically in this P’rovince, but
by the aforefaid A& ; it being the very confliiuting
A& of the Church in thefe Parts; as is evident from

the very A& itfelf, fome of which bas been men-

tioned, and is as follows, ‘¢ And do therefore agiee,
¢¢ that all the Minifters of this Synod, or that fhall

¢¢ hereafter be admitted into the Synod, &c.”
This is Yurther evident from the Adopting A&, or
Formule, which Formula, or Adopting A&, is un-
deniabiy taken out of, and founded upon the afore-
faid pernicious A&, altho’ a little more polifhed ;
yet by comparing that finful Aét of 1729, with the
Adopting A& or Formula, you will find them,as to

the Subftance, the very fame Thing.

' 9%ird Reafen of my

¢ Earth; therefore if we do nocexert the Aut

¢ rity inherent in us, maintaining the Purity of

ty
14 Gofpd-

receding or withdrawing

from the prefent Judicatures of this Church, as they
are now conftituied, is, Becaufe of another corrupt
fynodical A&, made in the Year 1734, yet unre-
peal'd, which is as folluws, * We are a particular
*¢ Church, and not to be a Part of any particular
¢ Church in the World with which we are united
¢ by the Joint-Nxcercife of Church-Government,
‘¢ and are not accountable to the judicial Enquiry
“ of any fuperior Ecclefiaflical Judicatures ug‘on

(29)
:: Gofpel-Truths, it’s not in the Power of any
) fupcnorEgclehaﬁngal Judicatures, authoritatively
dto call us in Queftion for our Negle&, or for our
: Errors or Herefier, if we fhould be corrupted
Jvith them.”  There appears to me,in this A&
fevgral-ﬁrangc Things : Firft, how our coming ove:
the Sea fhould dif-join our Union.with that Church
which we and our Fathers were born in, and many
?’f us bapnzed.m that Faith, and fome liv’d a great
bart of our Lives there? [ cannot percetve, if this
Act be true, but we have renownced our baptifmal
Yows in fume Meafure 5 for then and there we were

reccived as a Part of Chrift's vif; '

e a8 rift’s vifible Chureh in our
Child or an adult Perfon as a Member of Chrift’s
vifible Church in that Place, which none will deny
:‘hat z\‘m{xs thg* Sacrament ; then,unlefs in extraordi

ar : : s . .

con_zly’a ¢S, 1t s at lealt a Bordering upon it,  Se-
bcmg.a Part of any Church on Earth, and thus a
Denying of our being any Iart of the Church of
Scat{a,xd. It’s.true this Church is not particulariz’d,
but it’s certain that we did never pretend to be a
Brancl! of any other Church ; which makes it plain
that this Church in particular is intended by the Aé,

And if Baptifm be a receiving of a

I'bere is here a manifeft Denying of our

nd thus this A& is an evident Ditowning of the

¥eftminfier Confeflion, mntircly, in all thePares of it,

fthis A and the aforefaid Act be true, it would

ppear to me, to be what has been long alledged by

any People, that we have formed a new Confeffion

f Faith: For if we are nowife united to the Church,

ispgremptori!y.aﬂértcd, how s it potlible that we
n be of one Faith with it? Can-any one Thing

n Earth be one with another Thine without an
ind of Union ? Again, when a Part of one Thiné
s taken away to arother Thihg, furely that Pare

hich was taken away and joincd to another T hing,
it
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i ill jutly be termed a Part of that Thin
2’0‘2:};‘13:&“:? \{aa taken away ; for if othcr.\;r‘nlfe?
that.Part which was taken away, muﬁ’ be anlr;! ;1 al;
ted or ceafe tp.he, by its being remov’d ; v{v ic s
abfurd ¢o imagine, And thus our very Per gn?,
leéﬁ,by the Permiffian of Gc;)d, a}r]cJ re;::een * ;o;z

.pative Land hither, and we have
z‘r’i:):atolli‘ewl?lr‘incipks there with us; aqd now, wher;
both-ourfelves and our pretended Principles camn
from. thence, it feems wonderful how in the fm;aat
time. we are, or can be faid to be no Part 1(; t at
Church. But for my Part, I look upon this ‘ar‘:\ o
the AQ as notorioufly falfe. . Thirdly, In thn; Ad
wonderful Pride is difcovered, but one Stf:p hf: :r-
the. awful Arrogancy of the Pope of Reme ; le‘\u-

tes a Power over all cxg:l ang eclc]kfsgch?aéical
thiosity ; the Synod are beyond a | .
Olﬂyty e amon dhe Rox la };)ptizsu;gvg: o?' ormation in Principles that ever was in this Pro-
e Son 0f Giods wherslone RO)'B hrepgwcr and Jvinee fynodically or prefbyterially, is agreeable unto
chonity of b ‘Who‘a lo{lehhas at -itnchimfelf; nei-Jthe aforefaid Adks of Synod ; and the World may
e cves had the bel S ol:i1 erlc’rrlcfb tery on Earth, §udge what Sort of a Reformatjon in Principles the
B ver (ol thcbeasyn? :vrer or {Qut)l')ority overffaid Adts have eftablithed in thefe Parts, and I
s harc, “havitar inherent in them ;Fuppole it will be difficult to produce one fynodical
asy Part of God's Inhe ntalll‘cgﬁ lone; he alone isPPr prefbyterial A&, fince thefe were compofed, for
P s oherc i 5 l“Pao ’or Authorityghe Retormation of this Branch of the Church in
Lord over his Church :. "I'heh ower Gerived fromPrinciple, o i s Branch o e Chuch in
Chiit ;. SJ’"‘?d 0: Ps'd?‘):“:);d ;‘f"’m‘;ﬂﬂa they areiCts. 3. Becaufe by this Anfwer one of two
ke inted by him for exer- h"'.gs feems to be cwdcnr., either that th; Syqod
e of i e e 3pp0!d d \xfill And thugagines that where there is 2 Degenera.cy in Prin-
o oy e it o oters imbold .refumptiou iples, that in order for a trye Reformation there is.
- Pl g the m ft d’ pdful Pride g Neceflity to be reformed in them, or that they
A this s, bewraying the mo 1% wherebf@'® not fenfible that this Branch of the Church of
You oy ratoeally couts fyno;hcah t S:;rt the reflgbrift is degenerated in Principles ; and if cither of
T by and ik & Janéniale Sae 1 Boancel Thi b b [ e Pl 2 vy
ny » '

o oly : For the 1ft, | hope that thete is no Profeflor
of the Church of God is in. Chriftianity will be fo abfurd as ¢o maintain it :

Four1@0d for the 2d, That this Branch of the Chutd;
0
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Fourth Reafin why Lcannot in Confcience join
with our prefent Judicatures, according to theip
Conftitution now, is, Becaufe, altho’ there was a
Supplication from many private Perfons the laft
€ar at our Synod, to know our Minds in refpect
to the Ietminfter Confeflion i the feveral Parts of
it, altho’ every Part of it were not particularized

pofe, %o wit, That they fuppofed they were not
called unto any other Meafure or Methods for the
carrying on a true Reformation, and promoting of
real Godlinefs, than they already plainly aim at,
and endeavouyr after, &rc,

This Anfwer [ look upon as worfe, than none :

.

I. Becaufe 't contains no Anfwer unto any ::e Par.,
ticular in the Supplication. 2. Becaufe all the Re-

=
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. pretending to be Profbyterians, avowed! vindicatep
ﬁdlnfnlﬁers and People complying with th};t dreadful
poftacy: The Words of our deareft Lord Jefus
are very applicable unto thefe Things, and confirme
1}:11;g Ef them, which are mentioned L:4s xi. 47, 3
:bb E ndlof the 51t Ver. 77 unto you : For ye build
be epulchres of the Prophets, and your Fathers killed
them.  Truly ye bear Witne[s that ye allow thé Deeds
Ef :Iy;ur Fathers : For they indeed killed them, and ye
d::x their Sepulchies.  Therefore alfo faid the Wi~
IZ of Gody, I will fend them Prophets and Apoftiesy
al:z ébme of them they fhall flay and perfecute : That
1}7 ¢ Blood of all the Prophets, which was fbed from the
oundation of the World, may be required of this Gene-
rémon 3 From the Blood of Abel unto the Blood of
Tachanas, which perifbed between the Altar and the
,)efnple : Verily 1 fay unto you, it jhall be required of
t b‘; Generation. Secondly, The two fynodical Alts
above fpoken of, clearly prove that this Branch of
the Church is awfully degenerated from the Princi-
ples of true Prefbyterians, both of them being oppo-
fite thereunto, as is evident from what has been
faid of them, and which to this Day ftand unre-

pealed as an undeni .
Prineiples. eniable Proof of our Apoftacy in

[ 32)
of Chriftis degencratad in Principles; will manifeftly
appear unto any wnhiafed Perfon, whether the Synod
is {enfible of it os not,{rom two Things, 1ft, 1f we
will confider the Apofizcy of the Generality of the
whole Nation in the Reizn of King Charles the Se-
. cond, when the whoic Work of the Reformation
was overturned; the Covenants burnt by the Hand
of the Hangman ; Prefoyterianifm dethroned, and
Prelacy enacted by a Law in the Room of it; the
Prefbyterian Minifters turned out of their Places,
fined and punifhed even unto Death, and Prelates
violently thruft into thetr Room againft the Minds
of .the People ; dreadfu] Oaths impofed upon Pref-
byterians, fuch as thi o Supremacy of Abjuration,
and the like; all whicy the Generality of Minifters
and People took 3 and fuch as did not, were perfe-
cuted for itaccordingunio the Will and Opportunis
ty .of their Enemies. And now ever lince this
Time, even unto this Doy, thers never has been a
general Acknowledgment, by Perfons profefling to
be Prefbyterians, of this grievous Apoftacy, nor
ever a general Teftimony given againdt it as an E-
vidence of our turning from it ; neither was there
ever a particular Acknowledgment of thefe awful

i Fifth Reafon of my receding from the prefent Ju-
icatures, is, becaufe I imagine that neither the
Government nor Difcipline of the Church is rightly
gu{{lagcd by us: Ifhall give Inftances of thefe; and
rft, I think we were blame-worthy in Geverne
gnent, when we were thruft out by a Part of the
synz:, :):ui ere&gd ourfclves under the Name of a
:l{:; ' at we did not then begin to confider fome-
thatg of our Principles, and confider of fume Plun
- év: would adhere to in the Government of the
urch, elpecially as we wers excited to it ty

B feray)

evident, even to a Demonttration, that we in thi
Age and in thefe Parts (as well as many other Parts
are treading in the very fame Steps and holding o
:n the very fame Courfe (of rather worfe) of Apof
{-ﬂiding and Defe&ion from the Princi

ples that thofe Minifters and People did tread in wh
complied with all the Defedtions in the Reign o
King Charles 1L, which Defe&ion almoft the Uni
verfality of the Nation tacitly approves of it, to wit
by their Silence in this Affair, and many among
pre
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feveral People, as was hinted, and as it has been
the commendable Pradtice of the beft reformed
Churches, and particularly it was the Praétice of
the Godly Erfkines, and their Companions, who
were in much of the fame State with ourfelves, they
foon came to corfider the State of the Church.
Secondly, This Year I think we were intirely to
blame, becaufe altho’ we had appointed a fynodical
Meeting, we trifled away our Time, doing nothing
until the Generality of People were quite wearied
out, and feveral Minifters alfo, and obliged after
all to go as we cam¢, without any Benefit to the
Church ; and indeed it is lamentable to confider
how poorly the Times for fuch Judicatures are fre-
quently {pent. “Thirdly, It is too evident that there
is little or no Churcl\-{)ifcipline exercifed towards
Mr. Rowland, for all his Irregularities. And,
Fourthly, When it was told that one of our Pref-
bytery had faid, that whofoever fwore unto the Di-
reQory he or they were perjured, yet this muft be
buried and brought to no Trial, altho’ fponfible E-
vidences were offered to prove the fame : And when
one was blamed for not attending feveral of our
Prefbyteries and Appointinents, the Prefbytery knows
whether if there was any Cenfure, whether it was
proportionable to the Fau't or not. By fuch Means
we are Inftruments of caufing Sin to lic on one a-
nother, and are Partakers of one another’s Sins,
and terrible Perverters of God’s inftitutions in

fuch Cafes.

Sixth Reafon of my receding from the Judicatures
in thefe Parts, is, Becaufe hitherto there is no fuch
Thing has been obtained as to get ¢‘ther Synod or
Preftytery plainly to tell judicially what Part or
Parts contained in the Fziminfler Confeffion they

do own and maintain, ot what Part or Parts
thereof

a Letter, which
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thereof they difown and deny. It is i
that there are feveral particul{r Miniﬂe:sr u:haltnd?:(:
dreadful Hints of their Mind concerning the C%m-
feflion : Some intimating, that they don’t know but
it would have been as good for the Church if it had
never been compofed :  Others terming it Bigotry
to promote and maintain the fame: Others term
thefe that would vindicate the Confeflion Idolizers
;f;:)t, and that they value it no more than other
2 ks of humane Compofure ; and yet all thefe
erfons pretending to own the Confeflion as the
Confeffion of their Faith; fo that for my Part I
cannot but admire what Principles we are generall
of, or whether we have almoft any. !

Seventh Reafon of my receding from the Judi
. . ud -
;&@' {;x: thefe garts, is, Becaufs the Gencilit;rc?)f
p inifters among us, do not only not acknowledge
ome Part of the DireCtory and Covenants formal-
ly, but alfo in Words deny Part of thc Diretory
a&? our Obligation to the Covenants confidered a}s
venants; and by this Means, at leaft in Effe&t

they deny, and endeavour to overthrow the whol:
covenanted Reformation ; the eftablithing of which
has coft many of our Forefathers their Lives,

Eighth Reafon of m di
. y receding fr
Judicatures of this Part of the Cghu:l: t:wgr;rfgnmt

goes under Mr. G: '
Name, publifhed lately in the Nfﬁ%:ngm:l:
which Lecter and Poftfcript many Things mi ht be
oliferved, fome of wkich I fhall hint at. %n the
tter, firft, he expreiles his Grief for the Divifion
?r Separation that was in the Synod, in vety exten-
five Words, ¢ I would to God the Breach were heal-
¢ ed; my Soul is fick of thefe Things. * It’s true
indeed that neither Divifion, Scpaiation or Quarrel-

2 lin g
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' : tfers, efnecially in themfclves, are
]d‘:f?r:a?l‘)?: E.thf\ll?lyet ;cse.ﬂiingl ars thchn‘x;‘_:m}:{lifa%ci;
o was, Mr. Terneat 1 iuppole im
zfagﬂ:rlgfe G;d for the Sc;.ar.zﬁtolx]\, ?,nél't rex:lext); (;)trh:l::
[ do. and I hops will thro- i
‘tl}li’h:;:rdN::;\c of God for it. h 2dly, Ht; fa&s’ia i‘nlto :.
¢ me that Miniftzr., who ar¢ in the Main
¢ ?oiﬁmlfrinciplcs of Religion, .{hould be (ll:vnded
¢ and cuareling,” I trueatisa Shame, | u]t) we
fhould 1inquire where it lies; whether at their Door
or at ours? But at once to join with all tilat aniz
of found Prirciples in the Main, this [ think wou d
oven the Door of the Chrreh too wide, viz. Toa
ptr):tcu;ied Pre{byteria‘r;s, . {t}o. ali\I Ix\:icg;n;l::xfg tgg
> d Anaba, tifts, INO out a3
::)h:lf‘(:l‘;ic\g{?:n and Quarrelling, 2 Queftion might
be nropoled, ?o wit, W hotbsr we fhould turn unto
all {thO?: or they unto ust of whether evcry‘i’arg
Fould comply a litle? 1f the firft of thefe fhould
be. to wit, That we thouls turn with them all'
G;d alone %nows what c{cind of & ’I%};\ir:ltll v:l;ﬁ;;
{ And if the 2d, to wit, .
:::li:tea all the Principles of the Pr‘e(byte?a;: R;-
Yigion ; our Souls would rejoice therein. If the 3d,
to wit, That cvery ore

1ling more, by fuch a Propofa:.
T the Author tells us, ¢
¢ fetting up feparate
s Unrcgencracy of Paftors of I
¢ cal, proud and fchifmatical.

Places, is enthu

What can' a Perfon have more of another,

Suppolition that ke it URIcge

fhould yield {zgm?thi?{ s I
ivi wider, and the Quar-
doubt the Divifion would be wi in‘the e
The late Mcthodfoj
[ ;pon the fuppole
Meetings, upe (Px:ﬁi-
This is manifeftly
‘ .ocieties and Congregations
Aindt all the feparate docieties an .
:ﬁ:i‘:h have heen creéiud, or.mlgl}t have bg;n, in the
Laxid; for the Ucrms are indefinite, without any

IR ‘i one Placc or more,
Limitation or Refiriction to any but &

} Wecannot
infallibly

S,
i
I
)
XN
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infallibly know, that he which robbs i» the High-
way, is unregencrated ; becaufe there is no Sin fo
great (the Sin againft the Holy Ghoft alone excepted)
but a regenerate Perfon may fall into it: “I'his and
the like wicked Actions are a juft Ground to fuppofe
that the A&er of thefe Things is Unregeneraic:
And fo when an experienced Chriftian has frequent
Opportunities either of a Minifter or another Per-
fon in religious Difcourfe, Prayer or Preaching, and
can find nothing but Carnality, Formality or a legal
Strain, no Relith of internal Piety, he has juft
Ground to fuppofe that he is unregenerated : 2 Tim.
iii. 5. Having a Form of Godlinefs, but denying the
Power thereof : From fuch turn away, Indeed for
one to turn away from another without any juft
Ground, but meerly a groundlefs Suppofition, is
irrational : But certainly there are many Minifters
and People which have had all of the aivrefaid
Reafons; and many more for their Suppofing
that thole which they have turaed from are Une
tegenerate : And hence it appears, that the
Charge is unjuft, and the Terms vile. 2dly, The
Pra@ice of openly expofing Minifters, €5¢. if Mini-
Qfters gives Grolind to fuppofe that they are uncon-
verted, they ought to be oppofed publickly 2s well
privately, it being a Part or the minifteria. Func«
ion to warn People of falfe T'eachers: Tir. i. 13,
erefore rebuke them fharply, that they may be found
m the Faith. The Apoftle feems not to be of our
uthor’s Opinion, o wit. That the Rebuking of
inifters publickly only tended to provoke them 3
ut that it"is a Means of God’s Appuintmuent to
ring them to be found in the Faith, Andin Qrdee
o bring People to underftand who we mcan by 1ule
eachers, we fhould inform them that it is all erroe
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Spirit = Received the Spirit 5 and the Spirit bearing
I¥itne[s with their Spirits.  Now, if all thefe Things
can be fo, and a great many more, without any In-
{piration or Impulfes of the Holy Spirit, it is won-
derful to me, as our Author muft alledge, or write
wilfully and knowingly againft the exprefs Word of
God. But to conclude, I am perfuaded that it has
given a deeper Wound and a greater Blow to experi-
mental Piety than any one Piece, yea, than all the
Woritings which have been publithed in thefe Parts
in Oppofition of the fame. The Whole of this
Letter, if the Author be gracious, looks like a Per-
fon under deep Defertion, ftrong Temptations, and
great Delufions, and difcovers what Man is when
eft to himfelf. Oh! that the Author may come to
a true Sight of his bin, and of the Wrong done io
he Church of Chrift by this Letter, and make his
me cknowledgment as open and publick as the Letter
s - while they are unholy itles, to the Glory of God, and the Good of his
- u;n;&:y t’h::‘c::fbe qualiﬁedyfor the WorkRChurch.
is impoffible for y Tim. iv. 12, But be thow an Ex- I would now anfwer a few OBjeECcTIONS
oo Mub‘:agl}wtn in Werd, in Converfation, in . againtt this.
ample of tB S" . Faith, in Purity. Surcly "R Objest, 1. Thefe Things are oppofite unto what
Charity, » ’mt,on Earth can come to this ? F?‘ ou have publifhed in refpect unto the Communion
raceles Cm‘;:e to God, the Spirit of Chrift ingbf the Saints. Anfw. 1. Any unprcjudiced Perfon
f, he '.'” trué F'aiﬂl and Purity of Nature, he can-Emay eafily perceive, that I have feveral other weighty
him, J“ﬁ‘fy‘l:% . and if he has not thefe, he canno@Reafons befides a not Owning the Covenants, which
siot be grace le f Believers in them. 4thly, Tha®yas only fpoken of it in that Piece; which con-
be an kxamp ° rning the Abhering cf all immeRRrain me to recede, for the prefent, from the eccle-
_".h'd' it faid ¢oncer following immediac Impulfes ofkattical Judicatures of this Church. But in this I
diate [nfpiration 0'3 to be contrary ui as wrong, in not making a Diftin&tion between
the Sgirit, appes ral. and in.particular unt®onflant and occafional Communion; between a not
Word of v ::l?fn:he ’ Remans, which faith ning and a Denying the Covenants; between a
m.ﬂghth?%"f‘ p!bey are in the Spirit, the Spirit dwel feeing thro’ them, and a wilful Carelefsncfs about
Believers, - 0ot Bave not the Spirit they are . 2. According to my Opinion, therc are un-
t:..‘ l'bﬂ;‘;' i {5{1’ it Life: By the Spirit tblz b Rionable Saints, not a few, of zach Side of tt;
. ¢ oF. " : : enant

vaifed: By-the Spirit they mortify Sin: n, that are for and againft the covena Ny
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d i +hino of the Gofpel, or not making
ml%'k::l!zﬁ(;xn;ctthv:ﬁn the Law and the Gofpel, and
‘ll lamal Teachers that do not, will not or c.ang\lctt

oper up, in fome Meafure, clearly and difti )é
the';‘la‘t)\’sre of experimental Godlinefs, the Way an

’ \ he Soul
¢ the Holy Spirit’s Operation on th

ﬁlfl'em oin Bcginni):ag and Carrying on of this 'Igir::it
Work of Regeneration, while the Soul s :\ tha;
“This is fo far from lording it OVEr our Bret rex:l hat
1 don’t fee how we can be faithful to (iiog} an  the
Souls of Men without this, unlefs we h‘M' rf};x“s 0
believe that there are none but faithful d;m crs &
a1l ; which certainly is not our Stat.c..ﬁ 3 y,,‘nm ks
i i e L
O K:P:;:Z ohufve what Learning they can

have, according to the Word of God, if they are
’ .
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Reformation :  Hence there is an unavoidable Ne-
ceflity of not joining in Jome refpeét with all that I
believe to be Saints; for I fuppofe, no lefs than Al-
mighty God can bring us all to be of one Mind in
¢hefe Things. And would any Perfon have me to
forfake thofe Saints that profefs and maintain clearly
and openly the very fame Principles that I profefs
and maintan; tojoin thofe Saints that will nos
difcover \heir Principles, what they are, whether
Yood or bad, and do deny feveral Particulars which

am obliged in Con{cience to own and maintain !
This makes my Way clear. Indeed were there all
$aints on the one Hand, and none on the other, it
would alter the Cafe.-

Objest. 2. ‘The holy God feems remarkably to
countenanee and blefs feveral of both Minifters and
People who are not ftri& Prefbyterians, yea, perhape
" know little what a Prefbyterian is; yea, Indcpen-
dents, Anabaptifts, and Churchmen : And why
thould not we join with .hem, Wwhen God appears
with them? Anfw. 1. If you join with thofe that
are [ndependents, Anabaptifts, or Churchmen, you
caft a Stumbling-block in thie Way of many of God’e
Children, that cannot in Confcience'join with ;ou,
while you join with thofe that are o another Per-
fuafion, or in their own Lax, Chrift tells us, #s
30 the Man that offend ane of thefe little Ones that be-
Lieve in me. Now 1 lelieve none will dace to fay
but that feveral Rri@ Preyterians or Covenanters,
as to what Man can fee of them, live as near God
as any upon Earth. But you will fay, let them be
as as they will, they are wrong in this, and
they fhould be inftrulted fo: I grant a Poffibility of
even gracious Men, found in the Faith, over-frain-
ing in fome Points; but then who mars your in.
fru@ing of them if they are wrong. You will fay
shat you cannot convince them that it is fo, altho’

you
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you have perhaps out-reafoned them, and thereforé
you will forfake them, thcy are too ftiff. But be-
ware, Dear Friends, that you don’t offend one of
thefe little ones, by your turning away, You will
fay, Why, what fhall Ido? Confider what it is
they are ftiff abouc? Is it aboyt the Principles of
the Pre{bgterian formed Religion? or is it fome er-
roneous Principle? 1f it be about an erroncous
Principle, after the firft or fecond Admonition we
are to veject, 7it. 3. 10. If they are earneft in con-
tending for found Principles, why, they contend
for nothing but what you profefs to bclieve ; and if
fo, why fhould you turn away } We are comman-
ded to contend earneftly for the Faith once deliver-
ed to the Saints, Fude 3. And feveral Prefbyterians
believe that the Principles, which they profefs, is
this Faith; and if any Pericn pretends to be a Pref-
byterian, and does not believe that their Principles
are that Faith, or it contained in tiuem, they fin
againft the Light of their own Confcience. Again,
you will turn away from f{tri& Prefbyterians, . e.
fuch as profefs and maintain theWhole of the cove-
nanted Reformation: Why will you turn away 2
They arc too narrow, fiff, biggoted and cenforious.
This you imagine, but perhaps it’s hard to prove.
Well, you will turn with Independents, Anabap-
tits, Churchmen, and the iike; why do you fo?
Why, we find good Men among them, and the
Lord appears with them. Well, and don’t you find
E::d Men among Prefbyterians, and that the Lord
as fignally countenarced and bleft them, as ever
you heard of any Profeffon fince the Days of the
Apoftles until now, and now alfo? I fuppofe none
will deny this, If they do, it can eaflily be proved
to be fo. You will fay, that you diflike fomething
in the Prefbyeerians Pratice.  Well, do you find
nothing that you daﬂik} among the Independents,
, Ahde
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every Brother that walketh diforderly, and. net after
the Tradition which be received of us. It is not every
Heathen, but every Brother.
Object. 3. ** We fhall never be atked what Prin«
“¢ ciples we are of, if we are in Chrift ; and fo it’s
¢ no Matter what Profeflion we are of: A Profef-
“ fion, or found Principles, will not faveus: If
¢¢ we are Believers in Chrift, all will be weli; and
¢¢ without it, nothing will be fo.” |
Anfiw. 1. I would afk of you two Queftions: 1,
Is not Soundnefs in the Faith a Command of God
Sure it is; and dare thou flightit? 2. Is notan
Error in Principle, a Breach of the divine Law, ag
well as an Error in Praltice ? Then furely Princi-
ples thould be regarded as well as Pratice, yea, in
fome Cafes more ; for Principles have great Influence
upen Pra&ice, 2. Principles will not fave you, it’s
true, neither your Works do it. Will not thou
there do what thou canft ? Remember, O vain Man,
that Faith without Works is dead. So you will
find your pretended Believing, without endeavour-
ing after Soundnefs in Principles, to be only a bold
Prefumption,

Object. 4. Many good Men have been Indepen-
dents, Anabaptifts and Churchmen ; and why may
not [ join with them ?

Anfw. 1. There is no juf Ground to doubt but it
is fo; but what then? s there not alfo many geod
Men who have heen guilty of many terrible Sins?
fuch as Dazid, Peter, and many otheis: And wilt
thou: Jo fo too ?  All of tisem are flill guilty of fin-~
ping; and wilt thou allow thyfelf to do fe tou?
There is a vaft Difference between Sins of Igi-
raoce and wilful Sins ; between Sins of Infirmities,
and between Sins that by Temptations prevail, and
Sins deliberately committed. 2. There is a great

Ditigreacs betweea a Perfon born apd brought up
| : AIDOg
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ifts archmen? If fo, why do yeu call
Ana;bg}xff: lg:e?b‘;rterian ? None compels thee to
y{:_u But perhaps you willl own, that you diflike
thm.\?\fa and Manner of the above-named Govern-
ing theyChurch, :n them all, and many Things fha(tl
u;\g maintain befides, becaufe contrary to the Wor
t f‘éod . Yet you cannot find any thing like thxf
gvith found Prel{yteriar;s; yet y::ev}r;lrlnl‘:arve t%\e’:}x;;
cave to .

lse“avgozl;e:? tl?e:’fo:tgnc be given for this? When
th: one is found in the Faitgh, .t.he ot!acrs corrapt in
Principles, and as liable to Failings 1n Pra&;coeﬂ:
thofe that are found ¢ Is not this cont;ary 0 the
Command of God to 7crb:mab; ‘i,‘: tJ::s 1; :r
) wot thex unte them. Jer.15. 19

'A"'t‘:fv;b‘;’ b;g‘:::i? find, fince God has remark.bd hg
aypw:ed.with his Word, that frequently t;r:;fe l‘:'o’t
were more loofe than many others, have been ro't
home to God : And would not you look upon lha
'?mdful Conclufion, from this to conclude, :b lt
;,oofcnefs of Life and Debauche.?' to be p.refet e
to a fober Life? s not this to do Rvil t?u‘lt'(;wdAnd

come of it? Rem.3.8. which is aw A

:‘nyot this like the Cafe in Hand, viz. Al e \;‘m‘%
thofe that are found in the Faith, to join witht oh
w gt beft are lax therein. 3. I fuppofe it is the

r ber in giving Grace or with-holdiig of it
7 3 zom o Ibl:‘ and to tbc.fftm 2 If they
" & wor according to this Werd, it 13 becasfe sbere 1t

o Light in them. Whatfoever Principles or Prac-

xice are contrary to this infallible Ruk, arc to be
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among Independents, Anabaptifts and Churchmen,
that perhaps fcarcely ever had the Opportunity of
;cru ing, or being inftrutted in almoft any other

rincipies than his own, and a Perfon who has
been born, brought up, and inftru&@ed in the Prin-
ciples of the Prefbycerian Perfwafion, falling in
with thofe other Principles; who may juftly be ter-
med a Backflidér: And there is no Part of the
Yord’s Armour provided for the Back ;- which dif~
¢overs the doleful Danger of Backfliding.

Object. 5. Strict Adhering unto any one Set of
Principles, occafions Divifions in the Church of
God, and fometimes among the Children of God.

Anfw. 1. 1 confefs it is fo, and indeed it is very
awful when it occafions Divifion among the Chil-
dren of God. But the Reafon why it is fo, is, be-
caufe corrupt Nature wants to come and go; it
cannot bear a being bound to any thing that is good.
Yet this is no new Thing, for it was fo with Peter
snd Paul, with Paul! and Silas, with Luther and
Calyin, and many others. 2. In doing of Duty
we are not to be guided by the Effefts that the Do-
ing of it may have, but by the Command sf God,
Jet the Effects be what they will ; the Duty is ours,
but Events belong unto God, who can and will
over-rule 3ll Things to his own Glory and Good te

his Church,
CONCLUSION.

‘Rewerend Fatbers and Dear Bretbren in Curist Jesue,
I PUT no Queftion but thefe Things ma
furprizing unto you,on the Account of the Divi-
fions that is probable will enfue this receding of
mine from your Meetings: Yet I fuppofe it wi
fcarcely be more fo to any one of vou than it ha
been to me: I hive been for fome Weeks, yc:

Months, that I could not tell what to do or bow

X
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turn- myfeif; my Confcience raged wh
ﬂ::iﬁffdd Ib;i%g ﬁlegt a lit;le ]ogneger, a:‘:i oIn ,:;:
: ’ Id not know how to ]

Society. This has been my Diﬂiculrl;?rtw‘}‘::t: gg: .
on Earth knew of it: Let thefe Things appear ie
others Eyes as they will, they are very weighty tn
ane. God has evidently got Glory to his owo
ame out of the firft Divifion which fe]] out amonn
Ys, and much Good to his Church, by dclivering
man);.of his Children from carnal and blind Guidesg
;nd difcovered to many what a fad Plagye thefe
ave been to the World: And now ] hope God s
%b.out to difcover unto many the mouraful State o‘;
Pmn, how open it lies uato all Kinds of Birds of
t}::ely. Altha’ I have not lik’d the State of our Church
cle many Years pat, yet I muft confefs that [

never imagin’d that it lay in fuch a dcfperat’c ruin
ous Heap as I find upon Search jt does. It js m-
rcal.Opxmon, that never any People, fince Goc);
crcated Man upon the Earth, that injoy'd fuch Lighe
;s we do, were ever o infatuated, bewildered, andg if
. fn:z, tg;: ;i:; Z‘fc;‘:ps& ‘]? be;‘vitched about tbcA&'a’irs

_ Is Church, as we in thi

in thefe 'Parrs, who have made ourfe;?e: P;::‘:ig:n:!:d
the Notion of our having embraced the XY ;
Confeflion of Faith as our own, when indeed j¢ A
not fo ; ‘for all the Pretences this Way have bcc:
;)n‘!y a Piece of meer Jugglry or an Heap of Cep.
t;xon., and inftead of thefe I know not any onc Set
: Principles that we have that ever was profefled
m); ;2);1 :cfh;:le 3 Ray, I fuppofe that there is not one
s t can tell what our Principles generally
g ﬂ.M'I‘mrs of Blood are too litrie to lament
Al refied Cafe of our Ziom, | have, in fome

s ln‘t:e, opened up to you my Mind, drar Brethren
fuppofe upon a Review of what has been faid

You will eonclude that I have fuflicient Ground at
the
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wrefent, until thefe Lets be removed from youe
gd‘eeg::gs, to withdraw ; and altho’ we fhould never
be united in ane while in time, let us endeavour
aach.of us fo to frive ve glerify GOD on Earth
shat when we have ” nifhed our Courfe here below
s may come to er;.y a happy Eternity together
in the Kingdom of Glary above, where our Dif-
cord will all be at an end, and we united in one,
each one endeavouring to fing Fofannas, Love-Songs
and Songs of Praife upon the higheft Key. Farewell.

ERMS propofed by Mr. Alexander
! Creagbeadl}orplgc-union with the Pref-
bytery of New-Caftle, to fit at White-
clay-Creek, the Second Wednefday of

September, Anno 1742.

Reverend Fathers and Dear Brethren,
T H :\”{r it may confpicioufly appear unto you
and all other People as it truly and really is,
chat I hate no Defire, Defign or Intention to recede
feom your Mectings, Appointments or pommumm,
if I could, with a good Confcience, enjoy the fame:
1think T can boldly fay, as in the Sight of the
Hert fearching God, that I do not want to pro-
mote Divifions nor mine own Chara&er in this
Affair; but finglely and oal{ the Caufe of God,
which has been fea.le! by the Blood of many Martyrs:
And in Teftimony of the Truth of what s faid 1
thall lay down the following Particulars, which, if
eomplied with, will fully fatisfy my Confcience, and
I fhall be ready to join with you in all Miaifterial
Chriftian Cemmunion. S
Mﬁyj}. If you are fincerely.and heartily willing to
receive and embrace every individual Particulat coa-
tained i the 33 Articles, togethes with the Cate-
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ehifms, larger and fhorter (according unto the plain
Meaning and Intent of them) compofed by the Af«
fembly of Divines at /P¢fiminfier as the Confeflion
of your Faith. .

Secondly. If you are fincerely and heartily wilking
to take the Dire&ory in Worthip and Government,
which you will make your Guide therein, and if
you do approve of the Sum of faving Knowledge as
a fhort altho’ a full and comprehenfive Difcription
thereof,

Thirdly. If you are fincerely and heartily willing
to own and acknowledge the national and folemn
League and Covenants as a Tie binding you together
with all other Prefbyterians materially and formally
confidered unto the Whole of the Profbyterian Re-
ligion 5 and to oppofe all Error thefe Covenants be-
ing renewed by the aforefaid Affembly in the fame
Year which the Confeffion was received in as a Part
of the Uniformity in Religion,

Fourthly. If ‘ycu are fincerely and heartily wi)-
ling to give a Prefbyterial Teftimony ; Firft againft
that dreadful Apoflacy in King Cbarles the Second’s
Time, and all the Defctions from the Pr¢fyterian
Religion, and in particular againft the Complying
with that Time, by taking thofe finful Bonds, Oaths
and Indulgencies firft or lalt. 2dly, Againft Pre-
lacy in its felf as it is an Invention of Men contrary
unto God’s Holy Word. Aganft the Exercife of
Prelacy by oncTeacher ruling over another Teacher;
yea, and over others; againft the Exercife of it
over the Church of Chrift, which he has redeemed ;
and over the Confciences of Men, which sone but
GOD is Lord over : Againft thefe as they are an
Encroachment upon and an Ufurpation of the Royai
Prerogatives of the Son of God. 3dly. Againft
all fynodical and prefbyterial A&s w*ich have been
enaled by pretended Prefyserians, agau.l or i?‘clon'-

ient
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fiftent with either the Whole Confeffion of Faith or
any Part of it contained within that excellent Book ;
againft all kind of Praftice contrary to the fame;
againft all diminitive Difcourfe of this Book, and
of Perfons in as far as they endeavour the Propaga-
tion of the Truths therein contained. All thofe
Things I look upon as undoubtedly agreeable unto
the Holy Word of God, and to the Chriftian re-
formed Religion ; and without a Complying with
which I cannot underftand how we can maintain,
propogate and vindicate every Particular in the 33
Articles, and in the Catechifms, larger and fhorter,
compofed by the Aflembly of Divines ath¥efiminfler ;
fome Part of which Articles and Catechifms ‘binds
us to almoft every if not all the Particulars menti-
oned under the latt Head, befides our additional Ob-
ligation unto them al! by the Dire@ory and Cove-
nants, national and folemn League,

Pleafe to infert this, together with my Reafons,
ig your Minutes of the Preibytery.






