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- GENTLEMEN :—

.

TO THE

T Hov. THEODORE ’FRELINGHUYSEN -

I ANDvFTILIE
. .Hon. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER :
New Yorx, April 1, 1840.

The undersigned, Colored citizens and Ministers of
the Gospel, have not been inattentive to the course of the Colonizaticn
meetings, which you have either been active in getting up in this city, during
the winter, or in the proceedings of which you have shared. As the sole
object of these meetings was to act cn the interests of the colored "people, it
is a matter of course, that we should feel, in a good degree, anxious about their
results. .And this the more especially, as none of that class were invited to
take part o them, and they have been carried on without any reference
whatever to their wishes or opinions. Shut out from these mectings, where,
it would seem altogether essential, that our views should be fully known,
our natural recourse is to the press. The fitness of resorting to the press in
matters of high public concernment, such as you have, again and again, in
the za0st formal and impressive manner, represented the colonization scheme
to be, is sanctioned by every day’s use of it in the discussion of such matters.
The propriety of addressing ourselves to vou; who stand out before the com-
munity among the most distinguished of its advocates, no one will question
—any more than you will our right to do so.

But we have another and a stronger reason for addressing to vou what
we have to say on the present occasion. If, among those who are carnestly
urging forward Colonization, there be any, who, it may be supposed, will
weigh our arguments and judge of our facts fairly—any, who can be brought
to sympathize with those who are still suffering the inconveniences, the har-
rassings, the afflictions, the perils, which that inexorable scheme ceases not
to bring on them—suach will most probably be found among the learned
and intelligent and liberal of the Christian community. Such you are repre-
sented to us to \be. Viewing you in this light, we say not a word against
your sincerity, when you profess to have in view only the promoticn of ous
happiness—however fully we may be convinced, that you have mistaken the
channel in which your beneficence should be made to flow.

It is not our intention, at this time, to enter on the relations of the Coloni-
zation scheme to the multiplied interests of our country. 'We propose limi-
ing ourselves, mainly to a few of the subjects discussed in your addresses
delivered at the meetings before réferred to ;—to the effect of the scheme on
the colored people of the free States ;—and its probable influence in civilizing

" and christianizing Afiica, and puttiag an end to the slave trade,
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I. Mr. Butler asserted, that the Colonization project was received with great
clight by the colored people, for whom it was set on foot, and that they * -
““yearned in their hearts for Africa”” UIf this' had been said of southern
slaves—if it had been asserted that they * yearned for Africa,” or indecd, for
zny other part of the world, even more inhospitable and unhappy, where
they might be free from their masters, there would probably have been no
one to dissent from the opinion.| But so far as it was intended to apply-to.
the free colored people of the South, and to the colored inhabitants of the
free States, we cannot—even after making liberal allowance for the poetic
coloring with which it was found expedient to invest what ought to have been -
a plain business matter—we cannot, we say, find sufficient grounds for.excu- =
sing, much less justifying Mr.Butler Tor saying, “ihe free colored people
hiave hearis which yearn for Africa.” A few undeniable facts will justify

us in this judgment—while they serve to correct the error of Mr. B., and

save im jrom falling into it on any future occasion.

The Colonization society was scarcely known to have been organized, %

before s olject was protesied against, in a iaiiﬁ_fij_{]me_ai_ng_cit_lm , free colored
~people of “Richmond,Va—Not long afierward, (i August, 1817,) the:
argest mceting ever vet held of the colored people of the free States—the
number being computed at 3000—came together in Philadelphia, to consider
the Colonization scheme. Mr, James Forten, a man distingnished not only
for his wealth and successful industry, but for his sufferings in the Revolu--
tionary war, presided at its deliberations. After ample time allowed for duly
considering every benefit which Colonization held oat to the colored people,
thére was not a single voice in that vast assembly which was not raised for
its decisive, thorough condemnation. ’ : .
“Bleetings of a similar kind were held in Washington City, in Baltimore,

» New York, Providence, Boston,—indeed, in all the cities, and in most of the
large towns, throughont the free States. The abhorrence which was gene-
rally expressed of the whele scheme proved, that those to whose acceptance

it was ollered regarde A0 iful tha i.  From the
earliest period of those public meetings yp to this time, we fearlessly-assert,

that no credible tesumony can be adduced, showing, that there has been any
abatement in the Tepugnance of the colored people to colonization. In
January, 1539, a_large public_imee ; : hich the

folfO\ving_gjmnroﬁ_Mi_m_?n_t_WM”zanimgu,s_lg.givgn : :

. “Whereas, we, the people of color, citizens of New York, feel and know
that the American * Colonization soclety’ Is the scurce whence proceed most
of the various proscriptions and oppressions under which we groan and _
suffer ;—and believing, that the most efficient remedy we can apply, is, to
reiterate the sentiments which we have, at all times and places, heretofor_e
entertained and expressed—thereby showing, that our presént opposition is
fiot of Tate origin. but of as Jong smanding as the existence of the scheme
itself; and believing also, that when our opinions are known, the blighting
in] fspring of slavery cannot so successfully be
exercised against us:—we therefore, in solemn meeling asszmbled, do delibe~
rately and unanimously enter our protest againsi the whole scheme,” &e.

So Tate as the T6th of December, a meeting of the colored people was held
in Philadelphia, to take into consideration a letter on the subject of Coloniza-
tion, which the Rev. Andrew Harris had received from the Rev. R. R. Gurley.

¢
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The letter had previously been submitted to a public meeting, and by it to a
haffemper th

- Committee.. We cite a part of their reporf, to show in w 2t the pro-~

)

position it contained, even when coming from one so cautious and wary in
his approaches as Mr. Gurley, was met by that assembly. Speaking of the
letter, the committee say .:— ~ e -
- % They find therein nothing but the same stereotyped and wicked falsities;
othing but the same glaring inconsistencies, and fraudulent pretensions;
nothing but what is hateful in motive, diabolical in principle, and murderous
in design.”! One of the resolutions offered by the committec was in these
‘words ;— '
“ Resolved, Thatall the projects which contemplate our removal from the

land of our birth, and aflections will be looked upon as SPECULATIVE, DETES-

 “TABLE AND TRAITOROUS.” The teport was unammouslyrdoT pted.

““Besiles the uniform testimony furnished by large mcetings throughout the
free States,—and in the Slave States, too, whilst they were permitted to be
held—there is the additional fact, that the colored people have entirely ceas-
ed emigrating from the former. The poetic machinery by which the scheme
was urged, at first beguiled some, I0d they went to Liberia, byt to lie down in
theirgraves.  The fate of the forty emigrants who _went out_in the Biig
V:ne, which sailed from Bston at.an early period of the enterprize, bears
mournful testimony to the reality of the delusion. They perished in a short
tirne—the-pestilence Tiot Teaving one, it is believed, to communicate to their
friends in this country the story of their disappointient and._death.”
" Now, gert'emen, h)zvﬂ youknown the foregoing facts, we do not believe
you would have asserted, that the “free colored people had hearts which
yearned for Africa.” Wky you did not know them, important as they are,
and accessible too; why you hazarded an assertion so pernicious to your
colored fellow citizens, without first ascertaining whether it was true or not,
is fu. you, not us, to explain)) :

II. The Colonization scheme was set on foot, and is yet maintained by

:’Slaveholdérs, withthe-view, as they have not been backward to declare, of_
" perpetuating their system of Slavery, undisturbed. From the firsi, no very

high expectations seem to have been entertained, that an enterprize, so unne-
cessary, so unnatural, so condemned by the most elemental truths of political
economy, so profitless, so perilous, bearing about it so little of hope, so much

_of despair, would commend itself strongly to that class of the community to

which it purported solelyto be addressed. BEut little reliance apprars to have
been placed on obtaining their voluntary consent to exchangefor the fens and
morasses of barbarous and heathen Africa, this, the country of their fathers

" for generations, and of their own nativity—where land was abundant and

‘cheap—where labor was in demand and its rewards sure—where education
could be obtained, albeit, for the most part, with difficulty—where the com-
mon ordinances of religion, as well as its higher institutions were established
—where every interest had the promise of advancement—and where, not-
withstanding they were called to suffer many ills brought oun them by others,
they might yet live in hope, that the dark cloud of Slavery which had so long
obscured the free principles asserted by our governments, would one da

pass away and permit these principles to shine in all their warmth and eﬁ'u{
gence, if not on themselves,on no very distant generation of their descendants.
-The benefits (?) proposed to the frei colored people by a removal, which

%

&
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involved the necessity to a great extent, of breaking up their domestic relations
—relations singularly dear to them, because of the sweet and (we speak from
ezperience) enduring cousolations they afforded in seasons of perse cution and
distress ;j—of exposing their lives to the death-damps of Africa under an equa-
torial sun—their own morals, and those of their children, to the influences and.
temptations of the most treacherous and sin-sunken heathen “that live, and of
the demons called Christians, by whose teaching and example these same
heathen have been raised to their eminence in vice and crime ;}—all these
‘benefits, we say, were unhceded, notwithstanding they were dressed out in
the gaudy and gorgeous drapery of the poet, recommended by the adroitness
ofthe rhetorician—pressed by the eloquence of the orator, and, what is more,
sanctified by a standing proclamation of the Priesthood, both religious and
political, investing each cmigrant, irrespective of character or conduct, with the
solemn office and standing of a Christian Missionary to the heathen. But
every appeal was ineffectual, and so far as the Society depended on the zol-
untary consent of the colored people, it might as well have been dissolved.
Whatiever individual exceptionsthere may exist_among Slave-halders on
the score of goodress_and genileness, (that there may be such we Wwill not
here stop to enquire) as_an embodied wnterest, they know no retiring ebb
when moving upon objects connected with their atrocious sjitem. The po-
Titical history of the country, from the time when Soutli Carolina and Geor-

gia refused to enter the Union, unless the traffic in_human flesh should be
secured to them jor twenty years, proves -this. - Their struggle and their
tiinmph on the Missouri question proves this. Their fierce onset—guilefull
laid aside, not abandoned—to add Texas to our territory, with the auda-
ciousty avowed purpose of strengthening and perpetuating the slave-system,
~Against such an enemy, glorying in his many victories, and who had never
yet been fairly defeated, even when assaulting decisive majorities, it was not
to be expected, that so feeble an adversary as the free colored people could
successfully contend. Their modestly declining the advantages of removal
to Africa brought them neither protection nor peace.. “ Caithago delenda
est” had gone forth from the Slave-holding power against them, and the
“element”’ in our social o;gg'ﬁﬁm}hed the “ sysTrm’ was to
be rooted out. INor did the Slave-holders now confine their aims to_such of

koo

the colored class as resided amongst them, and in contact wilh their slaves.

No~ they conprehended ail the colored inhabitants of the free States; for
wettdid ey Tnow, that whilst there remained a single prosrerous colored—
menatthe Nort; 56 Iong ‘would there be a standing rebule to the cppressor
of his bicthrea. '

“TFailing in their appeal to the colored people, where it ought, in fairness,
to have ended, the Slavebolders next had recourse to the whites, with whom
they knew it could be made ore effective.  To this end, a new school was
instituted, whose teachers first discovered and taught the dogina, that there
is in the white man an inherent prejudice against his. colored brotker, so
fixed, that its removal, whilst the latter remains in this country, is not only
beyond all human power, bnt beyond Christianity itself, “ the power of God';
but that it might surely be mitigated at least, if not extinguished, provided
the Atlantic Ocean could be made to roll between: them. This. was taught,
too, in the face of such facts, as, that the toilet attendants of the most fashion-
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able and mincing females were colored ; that the cooks, the dining-room
servants, the drawing-room servants, the * body” servants of the wealthy, the
luxurious, the intellectual, were colored; and that multitudes of these same
colored people could claim, unquestioned, through a common paternity, fra-
ternal and sisterly relations to those whom they served.

When the slave-holder based his movement,. not on any supposed state of
facts, the existence of which might be -denied; nor on any supposed philo-
sophical truths about which men might reason—but on a state of mind that
cannot, in an absolute sense, be denicd as existing in our neighbor—one that
.decides without facts or argumeats, and therefore cannot be reasoned with,
he showed much of the wisdom of the serpent. 'When he directed prejudice
against an accident of our nature which Infinite Wisdom had incorporated
with it—one which, ther.fore, God will not, and man canuot remove, the
malicious subtilty of the device is altogether worthy the high parentage
from which all similar devices proceed.  For had they based it on a juct,
such as, that we held opinions on religion and government hostile to those of
the whites, then might it have been denied; or, (admitting 1t to be wae)
- -further instruction and more light might have brought the heretical up to
" the approved standard. If on the fact, that we were poor—that we did not
" possess the:average amount of wealth—then, might aroused indust:y and en-

Aerprise have swept away the objection. Iff our, descent from a slave ances-
try, and our being associated in the mind, on that account, and by reason of
our color, with the degraded slave of the South, (where alone it ought ever

.to.have been placed) then would breaking the yoke of Southern bondage
have also broken up this position. But no: they were. too wise to bazard
their cause by placing it on grounds to which fact, or argument, or reason,
or right, or truth had any relation.

Presunice! What is it ? Lexicographers tell us, it is a decisicn of the
1i+.d formed without due examination of the facts or arguments which are
necessary to a just-and impartial determination. And prejudice aguainst cor-
or ! What does this mean? You are both sensible—nay, leained men.
Pray, instruct us in this mystery of slave-holding philosophy—scarcely spo-
ken of in Britain, wholly unknown and unfelt ainong the lrarned, the wise, -
the refined of France and the cther nations of Europe. Can prejudice exist
against that which has in it nothing of the moral or the intellectual ? Is it a
down right absurdity to say of men, that they are prejudiced against sound

. or sight—against the earth, or the sea, cr the air, or light? And isita less
one to say, that they are prejudiced against color? 1f not, how is it, gentle-
-men, that you can connect your names and give your influence to a oreat
National movement, (one which it pleased you 10 say, we were more in-
debted to for the integrity of the Union than to any other cause since its
commencement) resting for support on a philosophical absurdity? Or how,
to a scheme of benevolence which can be carried on, only by keeping
up a prejudice against your poor brother, when you would not venture alone
into your closets before our Common Father, and praying, say—

“ We thank thee, O God, for the success which has thus far attended the
efforts which have been made to raise up and increase prejudice against the
work of thy hand in the person of our colored brethren ;—carry iton to a full
consummation; but if this cannot be granted, change, thou, then, their color ;
and in all things pertaining to their form and visage let thy work of Infi- -
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nite Wisdom be so modified as to adapt itself to the prejudices of us, a happier
and more favored portion of the race—that we may, thus, be persuaded to love
them as brethren belonging to the great family thou hast made.” o
‘We bavesaid thus much on the nature of prejudice, because, first,” it'is
essential that the principle on which the present movement agaiust the peace
. and repose of the colored inhabitants is founded should be fully understood ;
second,—our respect for your virtues and intelligence forces on us the belief,
that you have not bestowed on the scheme that deliberate consideraticn, which
on account of the wrongs it inflicts, is called for, at” the hands of every be-
nevolent man who has unwarily connected himself with it. S
But you are ready to say,—WE do not cherish this prejudice against our
poor brother, because of the complezion God has given him——we look on it as
sinister and sinful. 'Why, then, do you act as '1if you did? Why counte- -
nance those who do chérish it, and who bring on us such numberless ills?
- What discriminztion can be made, except by the veriest casuist, beteen
those who, disclaiming a ‘principle, yet encourage others to act on it,—ard
those who act professedly in obedience to the principle? A man may, from
principle or education, or even from prudential considerations, be averse to
commiting a particular crime—robbery, for instance; yet if he intentionally
so act as to encourage others who feel no such restraint; his conduct, in a
. moral point of view, is as eriminal as that of the actual perpetrator. And the
wrong suffered by the robbed party would not be felt any the lighter, because
of the mental reservations and the qualms of conscience of the instigator,
So it is in our case. You, who do no# hate us, by coéperating with those
who do, encourage them. We suffer the wrong ;—and 1t ministers but little
of consolation, to be told that you feel none of the prejudice which others are
pouring out in full profusion on our heads. : o y
But you are ready again. to say,— This prejudice is an EXISTING FACT
THAT CANNOT BE ALTERED; therefore we dci on it. Now, that there exists
throughout the country a prejudice against us is undeniably true. How far
this prejudice, springing out of slavery, has been kept up ‘by the codpera-
tion of influential men at the North with Southern slaveho{)ders, we shall not
now stop to inquire; neither shall we, to show how these same men, by pur-
suing a different course, might have stayed the slaveholding power, weak-
-ened the bands of slavery, and brought about a happier state of things
throughout the free States, at least, so far as the colored people are concerned.
But an ezistingstate of things does not imply, that it is to be permanent,
much less perpetual. Not very long ago, throughout Europe, there was a
strong prejudice existing against the Jews. In many respects, they were as
evil-entreated as .we are. They were not unfrequently banished from the
countries in which they were born and brought up. Their persecutors had
“all the advantage of the argument based on *existing” prejudice: and it
isby no means unlikely, that the most religious of them may have advanced
it, out of pure.compassion to these unhappy pecple, and in order to rezon-
cile to their own consciences what, without some pretext of good, would have
appeared an act of injustice and cruelty. But this prejudice against the Jews
shows no signs of perpetuating itself.” 1t is rapidly - giving' way before
the influence ofa religious and philosophical age ; the Jews are fast acquiring
.civil piivileges; are aspiring to a higher tone of character and morals, and

4 «
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- beginning to be esteemed, as other men are, according to their merits. But
in what light are their persecutors viewed? . Either as exceedingly wicked
or foolish, and often both. ‘ :

But we may be told, that, in the case of the Jews, there was no ineffaceable
distinction (as with the colored people) to prevent their becoming incorporate
with the rest of the community. Granted. But the same yielding of pre-

" judice to reason and humanity is taking place inthe West Indies, in relation
to the colored people there, since the particular cause which engendered and
kept italive has been removed. The moment slavery was abolished, preju-

_ dice against color was seen o be on the wane,and men begun to be respected -
"according to their, worth. So great has been the change among the proprie-
tors and property-holders; so completely have they become reconciled to

_color in freemen, that nothing would be more strenuously resisted now, than
an attempt to persuade the colored people to remove from the islands, where, .
as slaves, they first heard the jubilee of freedom. And we venture the pre-
diction, that aiter the same jubilee shall have sounded throughout our slave-

" holding South—which, we trust, we may all live to hear—instead of the

Southerners being seen anxiously instigating the removal of the colored
people, there will be nothing that would be considered more worthy of the
Lynch practice than an attempt of the kind—no, not even the proclaiming
amongst them now, that “all men are created. free, and entitled to their lib-
erty.” Yes, gentlemen, let slavery once be abolished, and, our word for it,
you will find your argument based ‘on prejudice against color of but little
weight. : _

To say of a community, that it is laboring under a present, an existing
prejudice, offers no disparagement to the power of truth ; but to say, that it'1s
laboring under a prejudice which is irremovable, isto pronounce, that error
i a. overmatch for truth, and to despair of the improvement of -the
world.  To assert of 2 people, that they will always be guided by pre-
judice in relation to any interest, is to declare, that they arc hopelessly
stupid and besotted. That such a notion should be entertained by minds that
reflect but a little, ought not to be expected; but that it should be cher-
ished and inculcated by gentlemen who, from the nature of their pursuits,
may be regarded as' professional investigators of truth—by gentlemen who
can testify to the efficacy of that agent in exterminating deep-set prejudices
from their own hearts; and who, beholding its mighty powers, contemplate
them with awe, and look to them for the expulsion of all error, the casting
out of all wrong,and the renovation of the world ;—this, we say, seems pass-
ing strange. - :

. But you may say, that, secing the colored people cannot, as a class, * rise”
to an equality with the communily around them, much less to honors and dis-
tinctions, and that they cannot be happy here, we merely act on the popular

prejudice with @ SINGLE VIEW TO THEIR HaPPINEss. Whilst we by no

means draw in question the sincerity of this declaration, we yet beg leave to
say, that the body of the colored people of this country who are free, are not
manors ; or, if they are so considered by others, they have not yet been divested

“of the common law right of choosing their guardians; that thisthey have not
as yet done, but have considered—as in. the case of other men—that their

happiness has been committed to their own keeping; and that, as a class,
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.

they deem themselves reasonably well qualified, or the score of intelligence,
to judge what will most prowcteit.  After mature consideration, they decided
-against the Colonization scheme, as eminently. hostile to their happiness.
The working of the scheme for twenty years has served but to confirm them
in the soundness of their decision. "All this time, they have been suffering
under malignant influences, which, if they wete not engendered by that
scheme, were greatly aggravated by it. - They have remonstrated as strongly
as they could; they have entreated as earnestly as they could. - But, thus
far, it has all been of no avail.. :

- Not long since, the colonization society decided - on altering its Constitu-
tion. Oa first hearing this, the hope sprung up, that we were, after so long a

time, to be delivered from the persecutions we were suffering from thissaurce;
and that the conductors of the scheme, after a frui i 7

to recommend it to the free colored people—after they had seen them not
only Teject it, but unceasingly fo rcgard 1t as their worst enemy—after all
emigrationwhadceased, ezcept, of slaves sent out by the authority of tieir mas-
ters—had at lust become sensible how indecent, nay, how unjust and unfeeling
it was, to persist longer in pressing it on our acceptance. How great has been
our disappointment to find, that on the occasion alluded to, the Seciety in_the
face of these facts, made no substantial alteration of its constitution ; and that it
it continues to this hour, to hold out to the world as its anly ulject, the removal
of the free people of color to Africa—that very people whase free consent wasa
preliminary totheir removal, and who for:wenty years have done all they could

do, fo show to its projectors how, ez animo, they repudiated, scorned and dread-

ed the scheme from beginning to end. H\a_d_,x%iha'qged your purpose,
ancwmj cofonization of slaves
sent out by their masters, we should have been at peace, and no one would
probably have excepted to the scheme.  But how can it be expected that the
colonizationists, thus acting, can be regarded by us as our best friends and
safest guides! N '
Besides, wkhere are the proofs of warm regard for our happiness on the
part of colonizationists 7 _Have they aided and encouraged us in the edu-
cation of our children? No! They say we ought not to be enc 0
this; because it would induce us to. remain here. Have they sought to secure

tous those political and civil privileges and rights, without which, in their

own case, they would Jook on themselves as grievously oppressed? Nol
They say our present disabilities “ ought to be maintaineg
Have they perilled for us their lives, or thelr persons, or their reputations,
or their property ?  If so, say when,—where. Havethey protected and com-
forted us when assailed by the most brutal persecutions?  Teil us the oc-
casions; we can recall none such. Have they once rebuked the slavehold-
er, our envenomed enemy, for his pitiless oppression of our brethren? No'l
But they have made of him an ally in the work of beaevolence projected for
us,—and to show him with what entire good faith they intend to perform their
part of the covenant, they have united with him in proclaiming to the world,
that we are “of all descriptions of our population the most corrupt, depra-
ved and abandoned.”. i o

Such, gentlemen, in the view of the great bbdy of the colored people, a?e.

in all their rigor)”

-
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the proofs which the Colonizationists bring of their title to be considered and
consulted as our surest friends, - ) ) :

'Bat, again:—* We cannot,in this country, rise lo an equality with the

communily, much less to honorable places,” &c. In meeting this objection,
we do not intend to take either side of ‘the question, whether the colored man

" is naturally equal orinferior to the white in intellectual and moral powers?

‘Whatthe conclnsions havebeen, which have followed a priori or phrenological
arguments, -as to this matter, we havé not been very careful to enquire.
Leaving such, whatever may be their decision, out of the case, astoo uncer-
tain for the basis of a course of action—at all events, where experiment can
be resorted to—we hesitate not to say, that the question, whether or not the"
colored man can “rise’” in this country is, as yet, wholly undecided. We
do not pronounce that he could, or that he could not; forthe experiment that
will satisfy a: philosophical mind as to either remains to be made.
Whilst we will not say, that even under the most favorable circumstances,
the colored man would prove himself equal to the white, necither can it be
said on the other hand, that he would not. Neither does it lie in the mouth
of him who has succeeded, by force or guile, in binding the colored man
hand and foot, and is standing on his necl, to assert, that his natural pow-
ers to rise, and stand erect, and perform all the offices of perfect manhood, .
are weak or defective. The first impulse of a by-stander would be, to cry
out:—* Release him from his chains !—strike off’ his fetters{—relicve him

* from the stifling pressure of your own weight |—try him ! and if, after time

allowed for restoring the circulation.of his blood to its free and wonied course,
and for suppling his muscles, numbed and deadened by the ligatures that
bind him,—if, after this, he be unable to rise, your assertion may gain cre- -
ait-=but not till then.” .

Bat, supposing it true, that the colored man is decidedly inferior to the

. white—dos it follow that he ought to be exiled ? If so, what shall be done

- with many large family-connections of whites, who, from generation to gen-

¥

" 1o be a unit in relation to mind or occupation.

-obviously sensible views be applied in their case.

eration, as far back as they can be traced, have not produced a single indi-
vidual qualified for any but the most humble occupations—who are set down,
on all hands, as below the mass of their neighbors in intelligence, and who
'give no promise of ever rising above their past and present condition. Shall

- they be sent away ? You at once reply, No: But, we aaswer, tiey can never

“rise’’—all the cvidence in the case proves this, and nothing clse. You rejoin
—What of that? Suppose every man in the country was o Milton, or .
Newton, or a Bowditch, and every woman a Somcrville, or a ilemans, or a
de Stael,—what would become of us? Whowould FEED us? Why, we should
soon be ai the point of starvation. No, Strs,—sociely was ncver inlended
It has high piaces and low
places, both stimulating, when properly understood, to laudable efiort ; and it
has innumerable intermediate places, all of whick ought to be filled and all
of which, in a well adjusted social structure, will be filled—and that in the
most easy and natural way—if the members of the community are only left
Jree to fall into the several niches for which they are fiuted. '

- ~Now, gentlemen, all that the colored people ask, is, that thesc sober and

Let their manacles be
struck off—let the suffocating pressure of unequal legislation, be removed,

-and they lefi free, as others, to exercise their powers to their fullest extent;

- - . “
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if then, they should prove inferior to the whites 1n mental force, they will,
spontaneously, as a matter of course, and without any feeling of discontent,
fall into the most-humble conditions of life—be devoted to the most laborious
occupations,—to those that are the least honorable, but as necessary-to the
well being of society to be filled as the highest and the most honorable. . But
this natural and peaceful order of things can never take place, while they
are oppressively dealt with in the legislation of the country—as long as the
law withholds from them the stimulus it gives to others to exert the facul-
ties they possess to the utmost, for their own and the general good.  As Jong
. as they are thus artificially depressed, the humane will exert themselves,
_artificially to raise them. Place them on the same platform with others as
20 civil Tight, and you take away all ground for artificial aid. - Then- the
outcry against attempts to elevate the colored man, by inducting him into or-
. dinary social intercourse with the whites, will cease. So will the unneges-
.sary alarm about amalgamation,—for all such matters will then stand on
their natural basis. ' ' i
\III. But the colonizationist finds, in the cERISTIANIZATION OF AFRICA,
-and the BREARKTNG U¥ OF THE STave-TRADE, €nough to justify him farthe
ifsheisbringing on us. Were it even certain, that these benefits would
. efisae, it Would, In 1o wise, be a warrant for the wrongs he inflicts ; forto “ do
-evil that good may come” is not sounder in morals ncw, than it was a hundred

- years ago, nor lessindefensible~in Protestants than in Catholics] But we
- shallattempt to show" that, the expectation of these benefits is delusive—not
without the hope, that, should we succeed, but to a reasonab!c degree of pro-

‘bability, it may have its influence on your minds. :
- Wedo not propose to restour success on a comparison of the multitudinous

and contradictory testimonies that have reached this country, of the ill or

" good success which has, thus far, attended the Liberian colony in christian--

izing the aborigines and breaking up the slavetrade. 'We shall omit
ali argument from them ; first, because they are contradictory; second, be-
cause these testimonies, together with the comparisons of them, and the in-
.. ferences, are, already toa considerable extent, before the public. .To these
we shall make no reference where they admit of the least dispute. 'We wish
to have the questions before us decided, not on insulated facts, nor by accidental
or transitory occurrences, but on those broad and comprehensive and perma-
rent principles, which are known to operate with unbroken uniformity, on

man in a social state, wherever, and under whatever form, that social state -

exists. : : , ,

“We call your attention, then, to the -colonization of. heathen countries in
modern times, conducted solely by colonists from christian countries. Sam-
_ples only of this we shall give. | In 1492, when Hispaniola was discovered
- 1i contained a million of people, described by Columbus as the most *affec-
ticnate, tractable and peaceable” that he had ever seen. Sixteen years after-
ward, when the Governor (Albuquerque) made an enumeration, ti.ere were
. but 14,000 left.. They had been .reduced to this remnant, by severe labor,
- insufficient test and food, and other hardships, notwithstanding all the efforts
of the Spanish Crown to protect them from the cruelty and rapacity of the
- colonists. Spain was. then, as she is now considered, one of the most religious

.. nations in Europe.. - .. e .
+ - The Indians have disappeared before the Pilgrim Fathers of New England,

.

<
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~—-znd this, too, without any perceptible amelioration of their moral condition 1
No community has better merited the title of religious than the setilers
of New England:| o ‘ :
* So did the Indians in Pennsylvania, and disappear before the colonists of
‘William Penn, the brightest example on record of a Christian statesman.
Throughout our southern States similar unbappy results have taken
place. This generation is witness to the total extinction of some of the
mighty tribes that once bore sway on the soil where we inhabit—to the
wasting away of others—to the transfer of their remnants from our midst to
the wilderness, on the ground that separation from us is the only way in
which they can be civilized, or even preserved from extinctipn—to
the hunting down with blood-hounds such of them as we have been unable
‘to subdue in customary warfare, and who refuse to become exiles from the
‘land of their fathers, and commit themselves to our broken faith. Thisis a
‘melanchely picture, but it is one that is presented by a people who would
be unwilling to have their christianity disparagingly compared with that of
‘any other people on the. globe.!

“* The fact, that christian_colonization has either uniformly wrought the

‘extefmination of the aborigines, or that it zends to do so, except where the

‘WV9§_,,Lap§g into barbarism-—as was the case with the
‘Portaguese settleme q coast_of Africa—has not tnfre-
quently been adduced, to prove the ill success that will probaily attend all
-similar elio:is Jor the christianization of the heathen; but nowhere have
‘we seen a sufficient ground-work laid, to show, w/y these results have been
s0 uniform herectofore, and why they may, to a moral certainty, be expected
to exhibit the same uniformity hereafier. Colonizationists generally seem

"satisfied with attributing these remarkable phenomena to the accidental ~
diflerence of color. This easy, off-hand soliiion owes its birth, if we mistike
‘not, to the colonization-school. It was not dreamed of, till this project was
set on foot by the slaveholders to secure a more’ quict cxistence to their
" “system;” and it has always kept close company with its parent—being
“found useful in reconciling honest and conscientious persons to the indirect
‘compulsion it was found necessary to resort to, to wring from the colored
people their « consent” to be exiled. But is it convincing, gentlemen, 10 a
philosophical enquirer—does it satisfy your minds ? Ifso, how do you dis-
“pose of the fact, that, in the whole history of colonization by the white race
among the colored, from the time of Vasco de Gama till now, no mention is
made of color, as offering an obstacle to aboriginal christianization 2 Or, of
~ thefact, that, in allthe records of missions, sincetheir earliest institution, there is
“not an occurrence, direct or incidental, serving to show, that a white mission.
‘ary has been any the less useful among the colored heathen of every
shade, even the duepest, because he differed from them in complexion? Go
to the Islands of the Pacific—of the Indian ocean—to our own aborigines
~—to the black—yes, the b/ack natives of Northern India—to the negroes of
Eastern Africa—of Western Africa—and you never once hear it whispered,
that the missionary would be more acceptable, were he of a darker hue.
* Shall we remind you, here, of the opinion of the late Governor Ashmun—
: decidedly, one of the ablest minds that has been connected with the Liberian
- scheme ? _ In commending to the Board of Managers at Washington, a plan

i
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for a Missionary ecstablishment—to be indeperdert of the colony, that it
might the better ‘medizte in the diflerences that he supposed,. would arise
between it and the natives—he hesitated not to say, that * the missionary or
principal of the establishment ought of preference, to be a white man.” One
of the reasons for this—and in itself wholly sufficient—was, that * the natives
have universally a most affecting persuasion of the superiority of white men.”

With such testimony in favor of our position—and none to oppose or
contradict it—we coaclude, that, in the hue of the white missionary, no obsta-
cleis presented to the christianization of the darkest-colored heathen ; and
that, difference of complexion is not to be numbered among the primary
causes, why the aborigines of all countries have uniformly dwindled away,
or disappearcd, before a successful system of christian colonization. These

- causes, lying deeper than the skin, and having no relation to it, may be
embodied in this principle4—the Christian form of society is one in which
ine aborigines can have no place and act no pari. .

A christian colony (we use the word christicn as opposed to heathen
or pagan) institutes society, of course, on the principles to which they have
been accustomed. Consequently, no provision is made for the heathen—
such an element being incompatible. This society at once aesumes, as is un-
avoidable, superiority; it becomes the uppercaste. A consciousness of in-

+ feriority soon takes possession of the natives. The colony extends itself—
or, at least, its jurisdiction—over a large scope of country, from whbich it is
usnecessary, as yet, that the natives should be expelled. Thus, their social
organization, whatever it be, they see overshadowed by that of the new-co-
mers, and daily withering away under it. The example of the vicious
zmong the colonists, addressing itself to the passions, is more influential than
the example of the virtuous, which calls for restraints. Hence. discases are
introduced unknown in heathen life—to the cure of which their skill is un-
equal. The spread of the colony—a mark of prosperity—circumscribes-
the hunting-grounds, diminishes the quantity of zgme, and makes the sub- .
sistence of the natives more precarious. The colonists, intent on their own
concerns individually, or as a community, - have bat ‘little intercourse with
their rude neighbors, except as interest or convenience may, from time to
time, call for it. In rading, they overreach them ;—a thing as certainly to
be looked for, as it is certain that they are superior to them in the knowledge
of values. They lose the confidence of the natives; the latter become sus-
picious—and, at last, hate, because they are too weak to enforqe retribution
or inflict punishment. Thus, they resortto cunning and sinister devices.
They see their own social organization crumbling to dissolution, and krow
that they are unqualified for any other. Old stimulants to high achieve-
ments have passed away—no new ones are supplied; and, unsupported by
religious principle or hope, they inevitably sink down in the abjectness of
those, who, having lost all respect for themvelves, feel, that they have no title
to the respect of others. Thatsuch a people must eventually perish avery
one is prepared to believe.* '

* The ill success of colonies in chrixtianizing heathen countiies, affords ne-
gative evidence, at least, of the wisdom of both Protestant and Catholic directors

" of missions.” They send out, at most, only a few families—not enough to'con-
stitute a class in society.. They know, that the structure of heathen society is .

N 4
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But, during the whole of this consuming process, there may be among
the colonists many good men, who, commiserating the condition of the na-
tives, are made instrumental of heavenly blessings to individuals among
them—as is the case in this country in relation to the Indians—but they can
effect but little with the great mass, as long as they have to contend with the
corrupting influences of a majority of the colonists, or, as long it remains
true, that “ one sinner destroyeth much good.”* . '

The operation of the principle to which we have attributed these results
so ‘disastrous to the heathen, and which we have attempted, though in a very
summary manner, to indicate, is wholly unconnecte(_l with color. It has no
relation 1o color. In the history of the cases there is nothing to warrant the
opinion, that the results would not have taken place as they did, had the
colonists been identical in color with the natives- or, that similar results will .

_ not again follow, .whenever similar disparitics exist, irrespective of color. .

" The particular instances to which we have called your attention—as, in-
deed, with a single exception, are all the other instances of modern coloni-
zation—are, of colonists drawn from the most educated, refined, and christian
‘communities, going to heathen of the most simple, unsophisticated, and harm-

“less habits—uncorrupted, too, by the vices of civilized life. If, from the
nature of these enterprizes, success had not been really unattainable, the
elements of character on both sides would have warranted the highest expect-
ations. But no: after prosecuting them for generations, through scenes oi
injustice, aud blood, and carnage, and usurpation, and desolation, at the bare
recital of which posterity (it is to be hoped, more virtuous) will shudder and
be astounded,—they have all failed —wholly failed, so far as the civilization
or christianization of the aborigines is concerned. '

Let us now compare the leading features in the cases presented with those
in ine one under consideration. ' _

- First—as to the character of the colonists, in reference to their qualifica-

#tions for redeeming the continent of Africa from the vices and pollutions of

- to be reformed and purified—not crushed. as it inevitably must be, whenever a chris-
tian clase in society is set up in the same country. The heathen must not be
‘made, at once to lose all respect for themselves, or their own social institutions :
but they ought to have in the example of two or three Christian families—really
such—tkat, with which they can compare themselves, and thus be persuaded, with
as little mortification as possible, to alter what they will be apt enough to see is

amiss. If the conduct of these families is seen to flow from their religious belief,

. —the belief will soon be embraced. '

* The opinion has sometimes been advanced, that if a general emancipation
were to take place in the South, the colored people would waste away, as the
“Indians have. Those who advance it, seem not to have considered, that the so-
cial structure of the South is already formed ; and that one of the elements of it
is the colored population, to whom certain offices have been assigned; and that
they can perform these offices as well in a state of freedom as in a state of ser-
.vitude. If, when emancipation takes place in the South, the masters exercise
ordinary prudence, there will hardly be any derangement of the business of the
_country. The emancipated—if fairly dealt by and paid for their work—will na-
" turally continte in the discharge of offices to which they have been accustomed,
and in which they have become expert ;—the more especially, as there will be,
at least for a long time, any other offices for them to labor in for their support.

'
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idolatry and heathenism, and establishing christianity and civilization -—-
Governor Ashmun, writing to the board of managers,” says, “ In the propor-
tion of 6 out of 10, the emigranis may be expected o be illiterate ;" — I must
renew the painful inference that the emigrants to this country will bring
with them no established moral habits ;"—* Your emigrants I must alse
assume (o be IMMORAL.” o

The Rev. Mr. Jones, a native of the south, a clergyman,’and for some
time, by permission of the planters, a missionary among the slaves, says of
them, * Generally speaking, they appear to us to be without God, and withous
hope, a nation of heathen in our very midst.”

The Hon. Mr. Mercer, of Virginia, a Vice President of the colonization
society, pronounces the free eolored people, “a horde of miserabie people ;
the objects of universal suspicion, SUBSISTING BY PLUNDER.”

The late Hon. John Randolph, of Virginia, cails them. “pEposiToRIES
OF STOLEN GOODS AND PROMOTXRS OF MISCHIEF.” .

Tke Rev. R. R. Gurley, Corresponding Secretary of the Society, deelares,
they are “notoriously ignorant, degraded, and miserable, menlally diseased
—scareely reack:d in their debasement by the heavenly light”

The Hon. H. Clay, the President of the Society, says of them, that, “ con-
taminated themselces, they cxlend their vices to all arcund them, o the slaves
and To rur wriTEs:" and assuresus, that “of all des:riptions of our popu-
Jation (the free negroes are] the most corrupt, depraved, and abandoned ;'
thus, putting them cven lower than the slaves of whom Mr. Jories speaks.

T'his, then, is the character—not drawn by us, but by the c2lunizationists
themsclves—of the persons who ure to be sent. ‘

Secondly, we will, endeavor to ascertain the character of those f0 whom
this band of missionarics, ¢o rarely qualified for their work, are to be sent,.
and cn whom they are to make their first aggressive movement toward the
christianization and civilization of a continent. If otherevidence were want~
ing, the fact that they have been engaged, for two centuries and more, in the
accursed slave rade—carried on in the persons of their own countrymen,
and this too, at the instigation of men, who, perverting the benefits of being
born and brought up in a Christian land, have had théir wits sharpened
by avarice to every fiendish counsel and diabolical device—this, we say,
if other evidence were wanting, would, of itself, be sufficient. But other.
evidence is not wanting. We again refer to Governor Ashmun , v

“ Children Teceive no instruction from their parents, seldom parental correc-
tion; lying and pelty thefls among them only excite merriment.” ’

« The adult is commonly devoid of moral principle allogether.”

" They have no forms of worship.  The most enlightened among them ave
commonly the most superstilious.” v .

“ Polygamy and domestic slavery are as universal as the scanty means of
the people will permit. And a licentiousness of practice prevails, which not
the worst part of any civilized community can parallel.” _

« They are sunk, periiaps, to the lowest state of debasement to which human
nature can d:scend. They are degraded to the eondition nearly of the belter
sort of brutes in human form.” } .

Being now in possession-of the character of those.who are to act, and of
those who are to be acted on, in this magnificent enterprize for the exaltation
and refinement, political and ¢ivil and religious, of a benighted continent, we

are prepared—
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Thirdly,—to lock into the actuality of the movement, and to judge from
the effects already produced by the coming tngether of the parties, to what
extent the inflated expectations of its advocates have been authorized, and
how far their extravagant hopes may continue to be indulged. _ .

In 1820, eighty emigrants were despatched from this country by the Presi-
dent of the United States, under the authority conferred by the act of
March 1819, in the Elizabeth-—who were to- be employed at the expense of
the goverament in preparing accommodations for the reception of recaptured
Africans. No territory having, as yet, been purchased, they effected a tem-

orary location in the island of Sherbro, and at Sierra Leone. In Decem-
ger 1821, Lieutenant Stockton and Dr. Ayres, as-agents of the Government,
under the act above mentioned, arrived on ‘the African coast, and purchased.
Cape Montscrado. The first colonial scitlement was made at this point in
June 1822, by the emigrants already mentioned.. Whilst they were being
transported to the Cape, an unpleasant state of feeling seems to have sprung”
up against them among the Deys, one of the neighboring tribes, from whom
the purchaseis alleged to have been made. The cause of it, if 1evealed, we
‘have not been able to ascertain. But it rose so high, that on the arrival ofthe
first division of the colouists, they were forbidden, and with menaces of vio-
lence, from landing. Notwithstanding, they finally succeeded in landing on a
small island near the Cape, without any actual opposition. The agent, how-
ever, did not succeed—if he tried—in conciliating the friendship of the na-
tives, and they seem not to have relinquished the purpose of compelling the
removal cf the colonists. Feigning reconciliation, they succeeded in get-
ting possession of Dr. Ayres’ person. As the condition of his enlargrment,
he agreed to accept the remnant of the goods which had been advanced, a
short time before, in part payment for the lands, and thus annul the contract.
It appearstoo, that he was enjoined to depart from the country—taking the.
colonists with him.  This he “ continued o evade,’ says Governor Ashmun,
who is the historian of this unworthy proceeding, by * ALLEGING” the want
of vessels for the purpose. :

"Thus, Liberian colonization degan, in deceiving the natives, to say the
least of it. Soon afterwards a * secret, ex parie arrangement” was made with
king George, who resided on the Cape, by which the settlers were permit-
ted to pass over from the island to the site of their intended town. The
“ compliment” paid for this privilege was “halfa dozen galicns of rum, an
equal amount in African trade, cloth and tobacco.” Soon after this success-
ful effort at negotiation with king George, an event took place strongly .
indicating the character of the colonists,—their deficiency in wisdom,
their recklessness of the institutions and feelings and friendship of the natives. .

The custom of the coast appropriates to the petty chief, on whose lands
a wreck takes place, the vessel with its entire cargo.* An Finglishschooner
was wrecked on the territory of king George, and he. sent his people to
take possession. They were resisted by the captain and erew who sent to
the colonists for assistance. ~Without attempting remonstrance or en-
treaty—even admitting that remonstrance or entreaty against the operation of
a law of the country, would, in their circumstances, have been proper, but

*By the common law of England, all wrecks were, ancieatly, the property of
the Crown. :
2% '
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~with rashness that scems:akin to dementation, a boat was instantly man-
ned and sent to their assistance, and a ficld piece brought to b:ar on the
natives, who were accordingly: routed, with the loss of several killed and
“wounded. ' R - , L ,

This act of folly greatly aggravated the feelings of discontent and suspi-

-cion; already fodged in tZ’e breast of the natives. From i-hat cause these

discontents first arose, ‘we repeat, we are not distinctly informed, but we
gather from incidental circurnstances in the account, that the people con-
sidered the land to have been wnlawfully granted by their kings. Alleg-
ing this against one of them, (king P-ter) he was capita'ly impeached, the
accusation was dnly substantiated, and it was with difficulty that he escaped .
the punishment of high treason. . . s .

Notwithstanding the unquict and, hostile feelings of the natives, no gentle
means scem to have been tried to conciliate them. But-such as are not un-
usual in similar cases were tri- d, and to all appearance, at least for the time,
they were eflectual. ‘The chief, Bz Caia,” who had, ptroved by multiplied
acts of kindness, the sincerity of his professions of ‘friendship to the colo-
nists, found it necessary, on account of the exposed condition of his posses-
sions and people, to keep on good terms with his neighbors, the Deys. The
colonists, affecting however, to look on his cond «ct suspicivusly, he was per-
suaded, with a view to a general adjustment of the difficultics connected
nected with the giant, to call in the friendly mediation of king Boat-
swain, an old ally of his, and one of the most powerful chiefs of the
Condoes. With savage prompiitede, Boatswain appeared at the Cape to* do

.stice”’, as he saidd—bringing along with him a force sufficient to. carryhis de-
Clsions into immediate effect. This avbiter, having cenvoked the heui chiefs
of the neighborhood, the agents and principal seitlers were called on to make
known their complaints. They complained, as might naturally be expected,
of the “bad faith” of the Deys, in relation to the Jand, and of the "hostilities
commiued by King George, (of course, since the killing of his people in their
attempt to take poss-ssion of the schooner] What, if any thing, was
said by the Deys and king George, in defence, it is not recorded. ' Boat-
swain pronounced his decision, which ended with this speech addressed to the
agents :—If these people give you further disturbance, send for me; and I
swear,.if they oblige me io come again to quiet them, I1will do it to purpose, by
taking their heads from their shoulders, as I did old king George's on my
last visit 1o the coast, 1o settle dispules’’ A good admonition this to young
King George. : : e

These transactions all tool: place within two or three months from the first
appearance of the colonists at the Cape. " In this short time, so unwise had
been their conduct, that they had excited the most decided feelings of aliena-
tion and distrust in -the minds of the natives. . oo .

‘We thouglit it proper to be as minute as we have been in the foregoing
account, which may be said to embrace the jirst epoch of Liberian coloniza-
tion, in order that the spirit of the colonists, shown in the commencement of
of their intercourse with the natives—in their weakaess, when, if ever, it
would be most likely to be gentle—may be [ully seen.© We shall be  more.
‘brief in succeeding details. o o

The fear ‘of proyoking Boatswain’s resentment kept the natives quiet, up
to the arrival in the colony of the Rev. Mr. Ashmun, in~ August 1822, as

A Y
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agent of the United States. Notwithstanding what had taken place, he-re-
ceived assurances ol friendship from many of the kings and h-ad-men of
the n=izhbouring tribes. That there was soine sincerity in theirprofessions
may be believed from the fact, that several of them (as many as were allow-
ed) sent their sons to reside with the agent, to receive iustr ction in the
English language, &c. However this may have been, we find Mr. Ashmun
on the 26th of November, only th:ee months after his arrival, writing thus
to the Secretary of the Navy” We are now engaged in a blowdy and
perilons war with the native tribes around ws”  "The netives were ‘deleated of
course. 'T'he number of the slaiu on their side was never ascertained, though
Mr. Ashmun supposes the * carnage was great” T'en or twelve trips of
acanoc which would carry twelve “persons, were seen to be made in
transporting the dead and wounded across the Mesurado river. 'T'wenty-seven
bodies were discovered in the wooads a few days after, when the stench from
putrid carcasis had * become intolerable,”  Propositions for peace were now,
“unsuccessfully however, sct on fout ; the war was renewed and another ter-
rible carnage of the natives took place. In the negotiations between the
_parties, we find what the natives alleged as their ground of discontent. It
- was that “ having browght the low ground on Bushred Island, the Americans,
had scized on the Cape without 1ight—that the counlry people visiting the
settlement had been cheated and roughly used by the store-lceper—ithat the
agents had not fulfilled their promises of instructing the p ople”’
For several years, and during the vemainder of Mr. Ashmun’s admizistra-
“tion, peace reigned. In 1832, war was made on the Deys and Gurralis. They
were beaten, of course—with a loss of « fifiecn killed and many wounded.”
These are the wars which the colonists regard as having brought a consid-
erable revenue of * glory” to them as a people.
So much for their warlike prowess—we will now examine whether as
missionaries they are as likily to be equally successful)
In March 1825, Mr. Ashmun, in a letter from Moarovia, pressing upon
_ the managers of the society the impartance of sending kite missionaries to
Africa, says : “ Every month's experience proves to me, that our neighbors (the
nalives) ARE CORRUPTED BY THE INFLUENCE OF BAD EXAMPLES, AND
DERIVE NO BENEFIT FROM THE GOOD, lhat arc sel in the Colony.”
- "1n May 1827, writing to the same body, he says :
It is not Lnown to every one how little difference can be perceived i the
~measure of inlellect possessed by an illiterate rustic from the United Statcs
and a sprightly native of the coast”—* the fact certainly is, that the advan-
tage is oftenesi, clearly on the side of the latier. ' —* An unlimiled tadulgence
of appetite ;- and the labored excilement and unbounded gratification of lust
the most unbridled and beasily—are ingredicats of the African character’
Such is the common character of all ; and it operates with all the power of
an ever present.example on the colonists * * * from the moment of their arri-
val in Africa. It must produce its effects. It was produced ‘them, and
without a powerful counteracting agency, it must, at no great distance of
time, as surely leaven the whole mass, as human natwre shall continue what
it 15" " Colonists thus suffer a double disadvantage—are subjected to all that
is. contaminating in the ckaracter of the natives, at the same time that they
Iuwc, passed beyond the reach of the corrective example of enlightened chrisi-
ians” : : o . - .

-
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In Feb. 1834, Rev. Mr. Pinney (the Governor,) writing- from Monrovia,
says— , _ .

* The natives are perfect MEN1ALs (I mean those in town) and sorry am I
i0 be obliged to say, that. from my limited observation, it is ewident, that as
litile effortis made by the colowists to elevate them, as is wsually made by
the higher classin the United States[the whites] to elevate the lower fthe col-
oted people).  * Nothing has been done for the natives, hitherto, by the coln-
sis, ezce’y’yt, to educate o few who were in their familiesin the capacity of
servants. . o

The same gentleman in 1836 ublicly stated—* zhe colony : has ezisted
now for fifleen years, and yet the 20,000 Africans around it have not mate-
rially altered ANy of their manners—they dress in the same negligent way,
[theironly clothing being a piece ST Eloth drdund the toins}==they dwell in
the-semepooTfrats==they have the "same moade of agriculture—as when we
ﬁ(%tmmﬁf”_ i ) ‘ -

lwﬂmﬁmm@[kiﬂ"e.n in'1837, says, * ut few of the natives have
been civilized. I have known but FIVE instances ; two of them are professors
of religion.” Thesefve civilized were, in all likelihood, the ™ fei,” spoken
of by Governor Pinney, as living with the eolonists as * servants.”
T)}i’f_‘ciregoing are the statements of men holding the highest official station in
;_l'x_e_gg_ggy. Their account of iis condition is to be presumed in every respectas
av o factsin the case would reasonably warrant. If theybe true—
and_they are _ entirely accordant—so_ far as we_are aware,  with.the
prose of the colony, if not with the poetry of its advocates in this conntry—
whege Js the ground of hope, that Liberia s about to prove. an_.exgeption to

al tt_&_m&ws_nf_mhmnm}__ -
V. We will next examine whether the likelihood of the slave trade being

broken up by the colonies, is as encouraging as the christianizing of the ab-
origines by the same instrumentality.

Without intending, in any way, to countenance the loathsome character
given of the emigrant class by the colonizationists, we may safely hazard
the opinion, that their moral restraints from e~ “aging in the slave trade are
not, in any way, stronger than those of the waifes in this country. Now,
aithough kidnapping, by the laws of (perhaps) all the States, is visited with
severe punishment; and although public sentiment gives its support to the
laws; yet, kidnapping persons from the free Statcs, and selling them for slaves
at the south, is a business which is carried on by white persons among us, to
by no means an inconsiderable extent, nor without a due regard to system.
From all the free States bordering on the slave, and even from some of the
farming slaveholding States, scores of persons, born undeniably free, are
every year trepanned by kidnappers, and beguiled, or hurried forcibly away,
into the planting South, where they are sold as slaves, with but little chance
of regaining their liberty. Three young men, whose free birth admits of no
question, were inveigled in this city, not very long ago, and taken to New.Or-
leans, where they were sold as slaves, by the captain of the vessel with whom
they sailed as hands. One of them has succeeded in getting back; all traces
of the others are lost, and the kidnapper is unpunished. Not was it very
long since, that three men, apparently confederates, were apprehended in Cin-
cinnati, on suspicion of having kidnapped, and taken away, several colored

people, who were suddenly missed from their dwellings, On examining the -
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party, reyes, cords, and straps with slip-knots, &c., and ingerious contrivan-
ces of various kinds for quickly and securely binding human victims, were
found on them. And it was but the other day, that two citizens of Massachu-
setts were convicted of kidnapping, and selling as a slave in Virginia, a lad,
the son of one of their neighbors. In ferreting out this case, another of the
same kind was discovered. . If now, with all these appliances and means of
restraint—early education, public opinion, the danger of detection, disgrace,
and punishment ;—if all these prove ineffeciual on the whites, for breaking
down the slave trade in its most odious form here among us, ought it to be
expected of the colonists, that they will surpass the whit?s, ar}d not only re-
frain from engaging in the tradc themselves, and reaping its large profits,
but that they will outstrip their teachers in being oficius to break it up —
and this 100, in a part of the world where it is as much tie great business, as
the raising and selling of cotton is the great business of the planting South?
Neither philosophy nor experience warrants such calculations. o

The circumstances in which the southern slaves are brought up—and it is
from this class that the cclonists have, for a long time, been mostly drawn—
are unfavorable to the supposition, that they would be averse }I?};Ezgu’cmymg
in the slave trade, or, to becoming slaveholders themselves. ey who sup-
pose, that men who have suffered the degradution, as well as the other ills, of
slavery, would be the Iast to inflict the same ills on others, have not learned
human nature in the same school we have. Drivers selected from sTave-
gangs ave proverbially cruel. Slaves, of any color, becoming free in coun-
tries where their own race are in bondage, show as much, if not more eager-
ness (when they possess the means) to become masters, than such as are
born free.  And their treatment of their slaves is generally more cruel.

But what arc the “ unfavorable circumstances,” to the influence of which
the slaves of this country are exposed? These are some of them. They see
the bench, the bar, the banquet, the ball, the hall of legislation, the sanctuary
of the Most High,—thc things of this world—the things of the world to come,
~—all, in the hands, and under the direction, of slavebolders!

Can this fail of exerting a pernicious influence on an ignorant, uneducated
slave ? .

And are there no such influences operating on the colored people of the
free States? Who isit that is most carcssed among us ?  The slaveholder.
‘Who is it that is most honorably treated by the most konorable in the free
states?  The slaveholder. To whom do the Legislatures of the free states
grant peculiar privileges—to whom give carle blunche to dishonor their
free principles and displace their free institutions, wherever he may travel in

.their confines, by suffering him to introduce among them, at pleasure, troops
of slaves, with all the usages of a slaveholding counuy and constitution? To
the southern slaveholder, and no one else.  Is a political meeting to be
harangued in New York, or Boston, or Philadelphia— who is so sought after
to do it as a Kentucky, or a Tennessee, or a South Carolina slaveholder?
Is one of .our wealthy and fashionable congregations to be preached to?
What minister more sure of acceptance than he who visits the North, to sell
his five hundred or thousand cotton bales, raised by the unpaid labor of his
scores of slaves? Who so certain as he to hear, “ welcome, brother” l—while
he that would rebuke him is repelled with, “ begone, fanatic”!

Now, Sirs, can it be possible, constituted as human nature is, that such ho- |
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nors heaped on the slaveholder shouid not produce a strong effect on men
of uneducated and undisciplined minds % e - L
Thus brought to associate all that is dignified and desirable with slave-
“holding, up to the period of their leaving this country,is it likely that the west-
ern coast of Africa will work.a change for the betterin the feelings of the

emigrants? The kings and princes and head-men there, are all engaged in .
the slave trade. Whatever there is among them of wealth, of fask.on, or per-
taining to thecourt, itisall associated with the slave trade. On the western
coast, human bodies are the great article of traffic, just as on our southern
coast, cotlon, preduced from the toil of these bodies is the great article of traf-
fic. Bodies safely stowed away for sale in a barracoon, reflect no less con-
sequence on king Joe Harris 1 Africa, than the saine number of bodies at
work in the cotton-field, without wages, atthe end of the overseer's lash,
give to Governor ‘McDuffie in America. The same difference that would
be made between slaveholder Preston, or slaveholder Calhoun, and any
poor tar-burner, at the south, would be unhesitatingly accorded to king Peter
or king Boatswain, when brought along-side of some shirtless collector of
' galm-oil or ivory, or gold-dust, on the coast. The colonist not having
een taught the more recondite mysteries of slaveholding casuistry, is una-
ble to place the two on different platforms of respectability. King Péter

" uses bodies for profit, by selling them—the American senator uses bodies for

profit, by working them.® To the inexperienced the whele appears but one
concern—as a large business, divided for greater ease in carrying it on
—each party falling into that particular department, which he finds most
convenient and profitable for him—the “ sansculottes” prince into the selling
department,—the American senator inta the buying. and conswming depart-
;ment. The colonist, in. many instances at least, would be sadly put to it,
to say, why “buying and consuming,” and occasional selling was quite right
“in America, whilst regular selling ought to be broken up, at all bazards, in
Africa. '

Moreover, on the coast, the regular slave-traders are the monied men. .
They have their large factories, Their abundant supply, of goods of every
Yind,—of powder and ball, guns and swords, of pistols and dirks and rum,
throw contempt on the “ petty traffickers” of the Cape, large as their stock of
these articles has often been. T'he truth is, they are the “ great ones” of the
land. And if General Wade Hampton, in his life-time, was gazed at with ad-
miration, and waited on with servile attention, when he visited New
York or Philadelphia, because he wasthe holder of but a thousand slaves

- at the south—what must be the pleasing consternation excited at the

Cape, when Don Pedro Blanco, the annual exporter of four thousand slaves,
deigns to pay a visitto the poor, suffering, half-starved Monrovians?

You, gentlemen, would of course, feel none of the influence to which we
are adverting ;—but take the mass of uneducated men, brought up in the
lowest conditions of life, and the case is widely different. K

The experiment made by the British Government at Sierra Leone, gives
but ferble encouragement to the hope, that colonies composed, for the most

part, of needy, ignorant, and uneducated settlers, exposed to the malignant

* * And selling them, too, whenever occasion calls for it.
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influences of every kind, which abound on the western coast, will ever con- .
tribute either to putting doewn the slave tiade, or to christianizing the abo-
rigines. Sierra Leone was planted by the efforts of individual philanthropists.
It was transferred to the Government (in 1807) about the time the Alrican
slave trade was abolished by Parliament—and with a special view to its
being made subsidiary to breaking up that abominable traffic. ~Almost in-
credible sums have been expended in sustaining Sierra Leone. Troops are
stationed there for its protection. Vessels of war are cither continually in
port, or on the coast to guard it from harm. Schools have been established
and liberally supplied with teachers. Religious institutions have been set
up, and abundantly provided with persons qualified to instruct. The Go-
vernors of the colony have been men of high character—able and prompt,
and interested personally in putting down the slave trade.  In fine, whatever
a powerful government could do for a favorite colony—one that was to be
made eminently instrumental in a work which the whole country had warmly
at heart, and from which it expected a large measare of true glory, has been
done for Sierra Leone. Besides, all the moral influences of the nation were
sincerely opposed to the slave-trade ;—especially have they been for the last
twelve or fifteen years. The churck throughout, established and dissent-
ing, has been opposed to it ;——together with ali the clergy and ministers,—
none of whom have had the hardihood to plead for it, orany thing kindredto
it,on scriptural grounds; all political parties have been opposed to it—so have
the Commons,— the Lords,—the Sovereign.

Here, then, is a remarkable case ;—of a small and dependent colony ex-
posed, to be sure, to the pernicious operation of contrary and ever present
circumstances, but not, (to the superficial judgment) of such magnitude as to
be irremovable by the great amount of moral, and other influences that such a
people could bring to bear upon it. If the end were, in the nature of things,
attainable, we might reasonably expect such an experiment to be successful.
But it has been unsuccessful. Sofur from the colony’s aiding in putling
down the slave-trade, the unceasing vigilance of Great Britain has been, and
isstill, required to keep it from corrupting itself with that abomination.
Judge Jeffcott, Chief Justice of Sierra Leone, officially declared in 1831,
that the colony “ established for the express purpose of suppressing this vile
traffic, was made a mart for carrying it on” Parliamentary enquiries put
the fact beyond all doubt, that instances have occurred in the colony of per-
souns being actually spirited away, and sold as slaves, by their fellow colo-
nists. ’

Now, -gentlemen, if this experiment, made, we repeat, under the most fa-

_ vorable auspices, has failed, why look you for a different issue of the Libe-
rian experiment, made under the most unfavorable auspices? The slave
trade of this the parent country is carried on both by sea and by land—to an
enormous extent—openly and without any necessity or concealment. The co-
lonists are not ignorant of this. If a slaver be wrecked on the coast of a
free country, and her cargo transmuted into men, our government moves
heaven and earth to re-convert it into tkings, or to obtain indemnity for the
trauccs, who, were the scene changed to Africa, would expiate their crime, as
pirates, atthe yard-arm. The colonists are not ignorant of this. The
National legislature is favorable to the slave-trade—one branch of it refu
sing to consider—the other, to receive any petitions, praying that it may be
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< stopped. Tke colonists are mot ignorant of this. The President of the
United States is favorable to the continuance of the slave-trade—having
.pledged to the slave-traders-and slaveholders all his official powars to pre-
vent the abolition of slavery at the Capitol, till key consent to it - The co- -
lonis's are not ignorant of this. The American Church is- not opposed to
slavery and the slave-trade. - Her ministers and rulers are oftentimes slave-
holders—and instances are not wanting where they have been concerned in
the systematized traffic. The colonists are not ignorant of this. The
Zoverning South solemnly asseverates, that it prefers perpetual slavery and
its adjunct, the slave-trade, before all the benefits of the UNioN—and the
governed North submissively responds, Amen, Amen, so let it be. The co-
lonisis a.e ot tgnorant of this. -

Why, Sirs, do you look foran impression on the colony dissimilar from
the lineaments of the nation that makes it? Why for offspring wholly un-
like the parent? Isit, that, cause has cezsed to produce its effect? Or, that
men zare beginning to gather thorns from grapes and figs from thistles ?

But as we have thought proper not to rest this causs on insulated state-
ments, or items of testimony, but rather on those great principles, out of the
control of which communities cannot throw themselves, it may be replied,
that the slave-trade has, actually, been banished from the territory withinthe
jurisdiction of the Colony. The extent of this territory hzs been variously
stated. It is usually set down to be about 300 miles coast-wise,—extending
from 10 to 40 into the interior. From this territory, it has been repeated,
over and over, in this country, for the last five or six years, thet the slave-
trade has been wholly exterminated. A late pamphleteer has the temerity to
assert, that “the Commonwealth of Liberia —is allowed to have sup-
pressed the slave-trade principally to the extent of seven miles on the coast.”
By whom this has been allvwed we know not; but we will proceed to adduce
some evidence of so strictly authoritative a character as to render the state-
ment, to say the least, quite improbable. :

1. Since the settlement of the colony, Pedro Blanco, mentioned above,
one of the largest slave-traders in the world, has esiablished himself at the
meuth of the Gallinas River, serwreEN Monrovia and Sierra Leone, with-
in fifiy miles of the former, and about trcble that distance from the latter.

“What Pedro Blanco’s opinion is (and doubtless it is a very sound one) as to
the cflect of the colonies on his business, the naked fact of his establishing
himself in their neighborkood sufficiently indicates. o

2. To go no further back than 1836:—

“ I have had constant difficulties with the natives, in consequence of the
wars in which they are engaged, and the captute of persons to sell as
slaves, some of whom have becn talken from our purchased territories. Boats
have bean sent from Spanish slaversinto the St. Paul's and slaves have been
bought in that river.”—Letter from Governor of Liberia, 8th Jan. 1836.

(The St. Paul’s penetrates into the very heart of Liberia;—its moutl is
within a’ few miles of Monrovia, and the setilements, Caldwell and Miils-
burg, are on its banks] :

. 3. In the Baptist Missionary Magazine for Nov. 1836, Mr. Crocker, a
missionary, writing from Edina, says:— Co
"~ “Two or three weeks ago, a little boy, about eight years old, who was fre-
quently following me about, and jabbering in the language of the country,

.
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was carried off, to be sold as a slave’ ¢ * » *  “We fre- -
- quently see them [the slavers] lying off, at no great distance from the shore.
‘waiting to take in a cargo of slaves. ‘I have seen the king.and his son
fiercely quarrelling in consequence of drinking rum which the slaver had
sent to induce him to trade.’ ) ) )
. “ We have heard from-a source catitled'to authority, that a few daysago, |
.a large town belonging to' Fartorah, was, in the midst of fancied security,
.surprised by a party of Big Town people.. ¥rom GO to 80 victims were
seized and marched down to LrrzLe Care MounT, wekre a Spanish schoo- |
ner, from the lecward coast, WAS LYING AT THE TIME. They were imme-
diately bartered for goods, and shipped on board.”

[Little Cape Mount is on the coast about two-thirds of the distance from
Monrovia to Pedro Blanco’s Factory.] , :

“ Within a year, FOUR SLAVE FACTORIES have been established almost
within sight of the Colony.—Captain Nicholson's report to Secrelary of Na-
vy, Jan. 8¢h, 1837. ‘

. [By colony, we suppcse, Ceptain N. means Menrovia.] .

5. The British Parliament have lately published various documents rela-
tive to the slave trade—among them is an intercepted letter from the cap-
tain of a slaver to hisownerin Cuba.  The captaia writes (28th Sep, 1838,)
from Little Bassn, (Liberia,) as follows:—

*To-morrow the schooner sails for Nzw Sestos (believed to be also in
Liberia,) to take on board a cargo of slaves which I have ready there. I
have been obliged to have one hundred sets of shackles made at Cape Messu-
7ado,” (Monrovia.)

6. Cn the 28th February, 1838, the Britizh consul at the Cape de Verd
Islands made the following astonishing disclosures in a letter to Lord IPal-
merston :— :

“Cn the 15th February, 1838, arrived at this poit, a vessel under- Ame-
rican colors, named the MoxRrovia, last from Liberia, with 2 bili of sale and
list of crew from the collecior of that colony. This vessel had neither re-
gister nor a sea letter. T have ascertained, without doubt, that she is a ves-

~ sel belonging to Don Pedro Blanco of the Gallinas: has put in here direc-
ted to his agent for a fit-out for the coast, and that a cargo of slaves is ready
Sfor her. Thereisa black man on board for a flag captain,who speaks English
well. Don Pedroc Blancd's agent in Liberia is J. N. Lzwis, commassion
merchant.” - ' ‘

7. “Before my arrival here, business of every kind in the colony had be-
come exceedingly dull, and the general impression was, that the patrons n
America were losing their interest in affairs here, and that poor Liberia
must go down. In this state of things, while our mechanics could find no
employment at home, the slavers ofered them plenty of work, high wages
and good Spanish Doubloons for pay. The tempiation was irresistible, and
some whose necessities were too strong for their priuciples, went among
them ; but I recalled all the wanderers as soon as I came here” ® ¢ 9 * @
® *— Letter of Gov. Buchanan, 10th Aug. 1839: : ' J

While the facts, that the slave trade was on the iacrease in the vicinity
and alwost in sight of Morrovia, and, that the colonists had in various ways
connected themselves with the slave iraders, were thus unhesitatingly testified
to by the officers of the colony, and by gentlemen in our own andthe British
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Navy, in their communications to their respective Governments, has it not been -

" the burden’ of almost every colonizition meeting: in this couniry, that the

slave trade was banished from the jurisdictional confines of Liberia? | _Whilst -
we _charge’ no ore with intentional misrepresentation; we have good rea- -
son to complain of the recklessness that has led to such statements—espe- .
cially at the very time that the Newspaper of the colony contained such in-

\

8. “The first requisite to the prosperity and advancement of the colony is
the suppression of the slave trade in. our vicinity. This trade has been gra-:
dually acquiring strength for the last four years. Its ravages have been more
fearfgl; and the vessels engaged in it more numerous, than at any former pe-
riod of the Corony’s history. An exterminaling war has raged over an extent
of fifty miles AROUND us; nearly all communicalion WITH THE INTERIOR las
been cut off ; lands have remaired unt.lled, every article of food has advanced

200 per cent in price, AND HORROR ,AND CONFUSION HAVE RAGED ON EVERY SIDE.”
—Liberia Herald May, 1838.

We have thus, gentlemen, furnished you with facts that bear especially on -
such parts of the Colonization schéieé, as have of late been almost exélu-
sively held up before the public wherewith to win its favor. With these
facts we think you have not before been made acquainted. We have also,
presented you with the reasonings which they have given rise to in our
minds. 'With these, it is not to be supposed, that you are familiar.

Having now done what we could, we ask you in view of the whole case,
wheétlier you ought longer 1o take advantage of our vrewkness to press on us
an enterprise that we have unrcmittingly rejected from the first? Whether
you ought to persist in a scheme ‘which nourishes an unreasonable and
unchristian prejudice—which persuades legislators to continue their unjust
enactiments against us in all'their rigér—which exposes us to the persecution
of the prodd profligate—which cuts us off from employment, and straitens
our means of subsisrenqe—-w____ﬁm‘n"‘mm‘tgs 3 ¢ feeling, that our con-

«
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ditlon is tnstable, and prevents us Irom maling systematic effort for our im.

provexient, cr for the advancement of 6ur own usefulness and happiness and

We ask for an answer, May it be such as shall give peace to your own
consciences, and be approved of God in “the judgment of the great day.”

" With Cliristian regard, we are, gentlemen, respectfully yours,

SAMUEL E/ CORNISH,
- - ... THEODORE 8. WRIGHT.
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ERRATA.

Page 7, line 21, For “If, our descent” read “ If, on-our descent.”

Page 13, line 4. For “So did the Indians in Pennsylvania, and disappear”’
read “So did the Indians in Pennsylvania disappear.”

Paorc 15, note at the beitom, line next the last. For “the more especially as
there will be” read “ w111 not be.”

Page 24, line 27. For “to the extent of seven miles on the coast” read “to
the extent of seven hundred miles on the coast.”

Page 26, line 29. For “of the proud profligate” read “of the pxoud ard
profligate.”’





