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Turning Back the Clocks

$5.00 AYEAR

AGlimpse ofPrinceton's History as Revealed Through the Many Interesting Happenings at the

Nassau Inn During the Early Years of Its Century-and-a-halfService as a Hostelry

T

HE history of the Nassau Inn,

prior to 1767, is hazy. The land

onwhich the building stands was

part of the tract, extending roughly from

Witherspoon Street to Bayard Lane,

which Judge Thomas Leonard bought in

1740 or thereabouts, and which he speedily

improved. In a survey made in 1745 by

John Dalley of Kingston, of the road

from Perth Amboy to Trenton, passing

through Princeton, Judge Leonard's prop-

erties in the neighborhood are indicated,

and, not far from the corner of Nassau

Street on what approximates the modern

Witherspoon Street and the road to

Rocky Hill , is shown "Thos. Leonard

Esq's. Seat at Grove Hall," and further

along on the same road is "Thos. Leon-

ard's Mansgrove."

Grove Hall must have been a substan-

tial place to have earned the title Dalley

gives it. It appears to have been unknown

to Mr. Hageman when he wrote his "His-

tory of Princeton ." Mr. Hageman says

that in 1756-1757 (he gives both years)

Judge Leonard erected for his private

residence the building now known as the

Nassau Inn. If these dates are correct, ob-

viously the house could not have been

Grove Hall which was on the Dalley map

of 1745. Why should Judge Leonard have

built a new residence so near to Grove

Hall and so late in life ? He had written

his will in 1755 ; in 1756 and 1757 he

erected his new house ; in 1758 he resigned

from the New Jersey Provincial Council

on account of his "great age and infirmi-

ties" (so his petition reads) ; and before

November, 1759, he died.

Grove Hall is not mentioned by name

in the will (although Mansgrove is) , and

does not seem to be referred to at all in

the entire document. Why not ? The only

conjecture that answers this question and

also explains the erection of the new resi

dence is that Grove Hall had been dis-

posed of by sale or gift or had been

destroyed by fire ; and the latter is the

ByV. Lansing Collins '92

more satisfactory conjecture, for, if Grove

Hall had been disposed of, we would in

all probability have heard of the estate

again in subsequent history, just as Mor-

ven, Prospect, Castle Howard, Mans-

grove, and Maybury Hill have

down through Princeton annals.

H

come

A PUZZLING PHRASE

WOWEVER that may be, among the

various properties disposed of in the

will is a house and lot in Princeton

"where Samuel Hornor lives ." This, too ,

could not have been the house the Judge

was building a year or so later, i.e., in

1756 and 1757 (again assuming the dates

are correct).

But the reference to Samuel Hornor

brings us a little closer to known facts.

He was a younger brother of John

Hornor of Princeton (not his son as Mr.

Hageman asserts ) ; he served awhile in

TH

Pardon Us, But-

HE plans of Princeton Mu-

nicipal Improvement, Inc.,-

outlined in detail in the Weekly's

issue of February 22, 1929-call for

the reconstruction in the near fu-

ture of twelve blocks in the heart

of Princeton, and hence for the

razing of the Nassau Inn . Protests

over the latter feature of this pro-

posal have been rife among Prince-

tonians, and a discussion of the an-

tiquity of the Inn has arisen- much

of it founded on legend and fiction.

In order to provide an historical,

factual, and sound basis for this

discussion the Princeton Herald

has published the accompanying

article by Secretary V. Lansing Col-

lins '92 of the University, recog-

nized authority on Princeton his-

tory. So much of the material pre-

sented is of general interest to the

alumni that the Weekly is pleased

to avail itself of the opportunity

to reprint the same herewith.-

EDITOR

the British Army ; his wife, whom he

married in 1744, was Mary Leonard, a

Stony Brook girl and a favorite niece of

the Judge ; and in 1765 he bought land

near Kingston from the Judge's brother.

Possibly as early as 1753, and certainly

in 1766, he kept a tavern in Princeton .

For in September, 1753 , a house and lot

in Princeton were advertised for rent, the

house being new and used as a tavern, and

enquirers were to address themselves to

Samuel Hornor ; in May, 1766, creditors

of a group of insolvent debtors were asked

to meet at "the house of Samuel Hornor"

(the word in contemporary advertising

almost invariably meant "public house"

or tavern) ; in June, 1766, land belonging

to George Campbell, unlucky proprietor

of the Hudibras Inn further down the

road, was sold "at Samuel Hornor's" by

the sheriff ; and on September 11 , 1766,

The New York Gazette carried an adver-

tisement that "the noted tavern at Prince-

ton where Samuel Hornor now dwells"

was for rent.

atHe was presumably a sick man

the time, for he wrote his will in Sep-

tember and died a few weeks later at the

age of forty-two, his will being probated

on November 14, 1766. In August, 1767,

The Pennsylvania Chronicle announced

that William Hick had taken "the tavern

at Princeton nearly opposite to , and at the

Sign of, the New Jersey College ." This

is the earliest occurrence of the name that

the writer has found ; but the language of

the advertisement suggests that the name

was not new even in 1767.

One wishes, of course, that the notice

had added the phrase "lately occupied

by Samuel Hornor" ; but as it does not,

we are left again with unanswered ques-

tions : Was this Samuel Hornor's "noted

tavern" of 1766 ? Was it the residence

Judge Leonard was building in 1756-57

which Mr. Hageman says became a tav-

ern in 1769 ? At present it appears to be

impossible to say. But no other tavern
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in Princeton seems to have carried the

Sign of the College over its door, and ex-

cepting Nassau Hall, no building in

Princeton has had so continuously pic-

turesque a history.

THIS IS THE QUESTION

ADMITTING then that Grove Hallwas destroyed ; that therefore Judge

Leonard built another residence ; that

Samuel Hornor and his wife (the Judge's

favorite niece ) kept tavern in it, named

it the Sign of the College and built up its

reputation ; and that in 1767 Mr. Hick

took over the proprietorship, the question

inevitably is asked-how much is left

today of the original building ? Only

architects and builders can accurately

answer; but it is permissible to give an

unprofessional' opinion for what it is

worth .

Of the exterior, probably not much be-

side the west wall and portions of the

front wall, not including the balcony, are

original ; in the interior, the remaining

original portions' are the foundations cer-

tainly, as examination readily shows, a

few hand-hewn beams and lintels in the

front cellar, and a low brick ledge or

parapet running around the wall of the

old wine cellar on which probably kegs

and barrels were stored. The rest of the

house has been altered and rebuilt several

times as advertisements in the newspapers

show, the front and the lobby having

been remodelled within the last twenty

years. It is to be understood of course that

the Mansion House, now a part of the

Inn, dates only from 1836 and has had no

separate history worth mentioning.

GOLDEN EXPECTATIONS

WILLIAM HICK, who took the Sign
W ofthe College in 1767, was an Eng-

lishman and had settled in Princeton in

1763 as an inn keeper. What tavern or

taverns he managed in the next four years

is not recorded ; but there can be no doubt

of his good intentions and golden expec-

tations on assuming control of his new

venture ; he fully intended to make his

tavern outrival the famous old Hudibras,

a stone's throw away.

With Postmaster Plumb of Princeton

he agreed to serve as agent for that lively

Philadelphia sheet, The Pennsylvania

Chronicle, thus making sure that his

patrons could obtain regularly at least

one leading newspaper. At the Sign of the

College, so his advertisement reads, "all

gentlemen, and others, may depend on

being treated with the greatest Respect,

and good accommodations for themselves

and their Horses." The "flying machine"

of John Barnhill, which twice a week

made the Philadelphia-New York run in

two days (three in winter) chose the Sign

of the College for its halfway halting

place.

The fare was ten shillings to Princeton

either way, and three pence a mile for any

intermediate distances. Goods could be

sent to Princeton in Mr. Hick's care for

local delivery, and he ran a store next

door to his tavern, thus making it pos-

sible for Princeton patrons to order on

three days' notice articles which were

"not commonly kept in a country store."

In November, 1767, the New Jersey Med-

ical Society held its annual meeting at

Hick's tavern and voted to hold the 1768

meeting there also . The Sign of the Col-

lege became a common and convenient

meeting place for transactions requiring

elbow room and public facilities.

ORAGE

Students' Photo Service

The

THE NASSAU INN AS IT APPEARS TODAY

Fifty-six years have brought but little change in the general aspect of the three

TH

buildings which constitute the hotel

TRUSTEES DINED AND WINED

HUS creditors of the late Thomas

Leonard received their final notice in

June, 1769, to settle accounts at the Sign

of the College with his executors, and in

July creditors of the late William White-

head met there to receive dividends on his

estate. The trustees of the College also,

(and naturally) favored with their patron-

age a dining place that bore the college

name on its swinging sign and maintained

a high standard of service ; and they cheer-

fully paid the bills Mr. Hick presented

for the official dinners served to them

and their guests at Commencement. At

least three of these bills have sifted

down to us through the century and a

half since they were drawn up in 1769,

1771 and 1772.

Dr. Witherspoon had just completed

the opening year of his long and brilliant

administration when the first bill was in-

curred, and the increasing attendance

charged on the next two Commencement

dinners testified not only to their generous

quality but also to the growing popularity

of the College and its new president.

The Trustees of New Jersey

College Dr.

to Wm. Hick

1769 Sept. 27th

To 31 Dinners

To 11 Bottles of Madeira

@ 5/ pr. B.

To 6 Bottles of Claret

@ 6/ pr. B.

To 4 double Bowls of Punch

@ 3/ pr.

To 6 Bottles of Beer @ 1/6

To 1 double bowl of Toddy

s d

£2. 6. 6

2.15 . O

1.16. O

0.12. O

0. 9. 0

O. 2. O

£8. o. 6

The Trustees of New Jersey

College Dr.

to William Hick

1771 Sept. 27th

To 37 Dinners

dS

£4.12. 6

To 23 bottles of wine @ 5/

To 8 bottles Porter

To 8 bottles of Beer

To 3 double bowls of Punch

To 3 bowls of Toddy

To Tea for 13 gentlemen

5.15.

16.

9.

9.

6.

13.

£ 13 . 0.6

The Trustees of New Jersey

College Dr.

to William Hick

Princeton 30th Sept. 1772

To 60 Dinners @ 28/ each

To 12 double bowls Punch

@ 38/ each

To 17 Bottles Beer

at 1/6 each

To 21 bottles Port wine

at 5/- each

To 16 bottles Madeira

at 5/- each

To 6 single bowls Toddy

at 18/- each

s d

£ 6. 0. 0

1.16.

1. 5. 6

5. 5. 0

4. 0. O

o. 6. o

£ 18.12. 6

No PLACE FOR A LOYALIST

OUT Mr. Hick's tongue was the pro-

Bverbialunruly'stenger and hewas a

hasty writer besides ; while in Philadel-

phia he had had acrimonious correspon-

dence not only with newspaper editors

but with Governor Franklin himself. He

lasted at the Sign of the College until

January, 1774, when he advertised that

he had taken the Kings Arms Tavern at

Perth Amboy and the Sign of the College

was once more for rent.

Part of Hick's difficulty at Princeton

seems to have had its origin in the fact

that he was a loyalist, and although mat-

ters had not gone very far yet in New

Jersey generally by the end of 1773 , they

had gone far enough on the Princeton

Campus to make the village uncomfor-

table for a loyalist Englishman with a

careless tongue. It will be remembered,
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PART OF THE ORIGINAL WALL OF THE NASSAU INN, ERECTED IN 1757

As the picture indicates, remodeling has brought the bricks, imported from Holland

forthe original building, into contact with newer materials

for example, that the Princeton Tea Party

took place in January, 1774.

Mr. E. Alfred Jones (Loyalists of New

Jersey) says that Hick was virtually

driven out of Princeton for his pro-

British sentiments. In July, 1776, he was

arrested at Perth Amboy and taken to

Trenton with other prisoners under

Washington's orders, and gave his parole

not to leave Trenton without permission

of the New Jersey Provincial Congress.

A little later he was allowed to return

home on a bond of $500. He died on his

passage back to England in 1780 , leaving

four children on whose behalf compen-

sation was claimed for the father's losses

in America.

In April, 1774, Hick had been succeeded

at the Sign of the College by William

Whitehead as a newspaper notice informs

us, and Whitehead was still there in Sep-

tember, 1776. Soon after this , however,

Jacob G. Bergen became proprietor.

WAR-TIME ACTIVITIES

MEANWHILE village. The New

EANWHILE the Revolution had

Jersey Committee of Safety met at Prince-

ton in August and September, 1775, and in

January, 1776 ; but no hint as to where

they sat has been preserved . The Com-

mittee of Safety's successor, the Council

of Safety, also met at Princeton many

times in 1777 and 1778, and the minutes

show that a Mrs. Lott was paid for the

use of her room and firewood and can-

dles. But, like her Biblical namesake, this

lady has left only her name to local

history.

In October, 1777 Princeton's two lead-

ing tavern keepers received attention ; to

Mr. Bergen of the Sign of the College

was ordered full payment for the pro-

the State Constitution met at Princeton

August 27, 1776. The minutes show that

on the 30th the college library room in

Nassau Hall was offered to the Assembly

and accepted. The Minutes of the Coun-

cil indicate that this body must have occu-

pied a nearby room in the building, but

there is no definite allusion to it.

MEETINGS AT THE INN

OPEAKER Hart of the Assembly being

Sindisposedone day, the Assembly went

over to his lodgings and held its session

there ; but this occurred only once. When

all members were present the Assembly

numbered 39, and the Council 13.

Joint sessions of Council and Assembly

were at first held in the College library

room but later were transferred to the

"old meeting house," i.e., the First Pres-

byterian Church.

Joint committee meetings were held at

the taverns-Colonel Hyer's "Hudibras,"

William Whitehead's, Joseph Haight's,

Mrs. Lott's, and Jacob Bergen's "Sign of

the College," the latter being the most

popular.

Writing his reminiscences of Princeton,

Mr. Henry Clow, former steward of the

College and Mayor of the Borough, said

in 1850 that at the Nassau Inn "Congress

sometimes assembled ." This is an old man's

confused recollection . No Congress ever

sat in the Nassau Inn. The Provincial

Congress of New Jersey never sat in

Princeton at all, if its minutes are to be

trusted ; and the Continental Congress

sat at Prospect and in Nassau Hall, and

not in any tavern. And there were no

other congresses.

FACILITIES INADEQUATE

visions he had supplied to a squad of PARTLY because of war conditions,

prisoners caught on the road to Staten

Island and brought to Princeton jail ;

and to Colonel Hyer of Hudibras Inn

was ordered a receipt for the bread, flour

and fish he had supplied to the prisoners.

The first New Jersey Legislature under

accommodations at Princeton were ter-

ribly inadequate in 1776 and 1777. How

inadequate, may be seen from a message

sent by the Council to the Assembly De-

cember 10, 1777, on hearing that the As-

sembly was contemplating adjournment.

As Princeton was not only the general

hospital for New Jersey troops, "but is

by much too small, even when unencum-

bered by troops, properly to accommodate

the members of the Legislature, and as

the want of convenient and proper ac-

commodations must greatly retard the

publick Business and in proportion aug.

ment the publick Expense," the Council

earnestly hopes the Assembly would "not

think of adjourning to meet again in this

place," and Council suggests adjourning

to some more convenient place and sitting

there from time to time until the per-

manent seat of State government be

located.

Adjournment was taken a couple of

days later to meet at Trenton in February,

1778, but in April the Legislature was

back again at Princeton and sat there

through May and June. Presumably the

previous arrangement with the College

was renewed ; committee meetings at any

rate were held at the taverns as pre-

viously. In June adjournment was taken

until September when the Legislature met

at Princeton again for a month.

Major Morford, a Princeton Revolu-

tionary hero, stated that in June, 1778.

Governor Livingston was at Princeton

and the New Jersey Assembly sometimes

sat in the tavern later "known as Joline's"

(the Nassau Inn) , and the dancing room

of the tavern was the court of chancery.

As in the case of Mr. Clow, the Major

is in all probability confusing joint com-

mittee meetings with full sessions of the

Legislature . There would be plenty of

room in Nassau Hall for daily meetings

of the 30 or 40 members of the Legis-

lature. They could not have met in a

tavern without virtually monopolizing the

building. Significant also is the fact that

no tavern rental is ever shown on the

expense account of the Legislature and

Council.

In April, 1779, Mr. Bergen announced

he had left the Sign of the College and

had moved across the street to a tavern

which he named the "Sign of the Thir

teen Stars" or the "Sign of the Confed-

eration" and he took much of the stage

coach trade with him. He was succeeded

at the Sign of the College by Christopher

Beekman ; just how soon we do not know,

but at least before May, 1781 .

CELEBRATING THE FOURTH

N JULY, 1781 , Princeton had one of

July. The town was decorated with greens

and flowers and at noon "the principal

Gentlemen of the town met at Mr. Beek-

man's tavern at the Sign of the College"

where His Excellency the Governor

joined them. "After a few drafts of good

punch" they repaired to a tree on the

green in front of the Beekman house

from the top of which a "union flag" was

displayed. All the people in the town here

assembled with the local field piece and

thirteen toasts were honored . After these

exercises the Governor and a large num

ber of gentlemen had "an elegant dinner

at Mr. Bergen's." The evening was con-

cluded with a great parade of the students

and the militia, which was reviewed by

His Excellency and twice thirteen rounds

were fired.

The State Legislature had been sitting

in Princeton since May and presumably

had renewed its arrangement with the

College . In September, 1781 , when the

New Jersey Medical Society wished to

restore itself to its former usefulness and

dignity, a meeting was called at Mr. Beek-

man's for October 3.

When the news of Cornwallis' surren
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der reached Princeton in October, 1781 ,

"most of the reputable gentlemen of the

town and several in the neighborhood"

met at noon at Beekman's "and enjoyed

the occasion awhile over some good punch

and wine." Then they repaired to the

green in front of the house where a field

piece was drawn out and after an address

by one of the professors of the College,

thirteen rounds were fired and a public

dinner followed-presumably at Beek-

man's at which thirteen toasts were

drunk and the company broke up "with

decency" at six o'clock.

In December, 1781 , the officers of the

Jersey Brigade who had been overlooked

in the arrangements for the army made

February, 1779, met at Beekman's for ad-

justment.

WHOOPEE IS MADE, 1783

In the town of peace,

N April, 1783, the town outdid itself

•

and the reporter of the occasion wrote the

following account :

Princeton, April 21 , 1783

"The gentlemen of this town and neigh-

bourhood having fixed on the 19th of

April (as being the memorable Aera of

the commencement of hostilities in Amer-

ica in 1775) to celebrate the peace so hap-

pily concluded, His Excellency the Gov-

ernor, a great number of the inhabitants

of this town and neighborhood, together

with several gentlemen of the adjacent

villages, met about 12 o'clock on Saturday

last at the flag-staff (on which the Amer-

ican flag was beautifully displayed) where

the Governor's proclamation, declaring a

cessation of hostilities, was publickly read,

which was succeeded by the discharge of

13 cannon and the acclamations of the

people.

"At 1 o'clock the company met in the

College Hall , where an excellent dis-

course, suitable to the occasion was de-

livered by the Rev. Dr. Witherspoon, to a

very numerous audience. Entertainments

having been provided at the houses of

Mr. Hyer and Mr. Beekman, at 3 o'clock

the company divided and repaired to each

house ; where, after dinner, the following

toasts were drank, severally accompanied

by the discharge of cannon . [ Here follows

the list of thirteen toasts.]

"At 7 o'clock in the evening the houses

in the town were splendidly illuminated,

and in many great taste was displayed in

the arrangement of the lights.

"At 8 o'clock the infantry company of

the town fired 13 platoons with great reg-

ularity and exactness ; after which the

company retired, having spent the day

with that festivity, decency and good

order, which we hope will ever character-

ize a free and virtuous people."

Mr. Beekman was still presiding over

the Sign of the College in 1784, but by

1787 he had moved down the street to the

Washington House.

A TEMPTATION RESISTED

THEtemptation is great to pinontothe
Sign of the College the public meet-

ing of January, 1793, in celebration ofthe

founding of the French Republic, and

especially the Franco-American ball and

supper of July 14, 1793, in celebration of

which so delightful an account has been

preserved in the letter of Miss S. S. Gil-

son of Princeton to her friend , Betsey

Meredith of Philadelphia, daughter of

the United States Treasurer. But no ac-

count of these two occasions names the

tavern where they were held-although

there are strong indications that the ball

was given at the Sign of the College. Sim-

Daily Princetonian

LOOKING INTO THE NASSAU INN'S OLD WINE CELLAR

This feature of the establishment has fallen perforce into a state of

innocuous desuetude

ilarly the student ball which marked the

Fourth of July in 1797 and about which

General Washington and his ward, G. W.

Parke Custis, had correspondence , almost

surely took place at the Sign of the Col-

lege.

But if these occasions cannot be defi-

nitely credited to it, at least the Sign of

the College can claim the crowning touch

of the Fourth of July Celebration in 1798

which seems to have been particularly

fervent. Beginning at 9 a.m. the "inhab-

itants" decorated their houses with flowers

and boughs and (charming phrase) "met

one another with high and mutual con-

gratulations." Every one wore an Amer-

ican cockade with a metal eagle in its

center.

At 11 a.m. orations were delivered in

Nassau Hall which was decorated with

green and wreaths, the Peale portrait of

Washington being crowned with laurel . A

student orchestra in the gallery played

the "president's march" at the beginning

and the end of the program. There was

more firing of salutes by the artillery and

light infantry company of the town, and

then dinners at Ferguson's and Jones,

with toasts innumerable. At 5 p.m. more

oratory in Nassau Hall and in the eve-

ning the College was splendidly illum-

inated, and the day was concluded by an

"elegant ball at Mr. Godwin's."

18TH CENTURY ADVERTISING

DAVI

AVID GODWIN had become pro-

prietor of the Sign of the College in

the middle 1790's, but the Fourth of July

ball is the only significant item we have.

Even General Charles C. Pinckney's visit

to Princeton on his triumphal progress

from New York to Philadelphia in the

autumn of 1798, returning from his diplo-

matic post in France, cannot definitely be

given to the Nassau Inn. He was honored

with an address framed in a town meeting

which was certainly held at a tavern, testi-

fying to the town's approval of his course

as Envoy to France and his reply was in

kind. Both were printed in The Trenton

Federalist of November 5, 1798, but ap-

parently the exercises took place outdoors.

Late in 1799 Captain John Gifford sue-

ceeded Godwin, signalizing his Princeton
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A PATRON'S-EYE VIEW OF THE OLD NASSAU INN GRILL

The top of one of the tables which was for years a part of the furnishings of the well-known "Nass," and which felt the

debut with an enticing advertisement

dated January 6, 1800, and published in

The Trenton Federalist which deserves

repetition . He called the house " Gifford's

Inn At the Sign of the College," and in-

forming the public he has succeeded God-

win "in his long established and far

famed house of entertainment," he solicits

the "continued favours of its former

friends who may rely on finding a larder

and bar at all times liberally provided

with the every requisite to cherish the out-

ward and gladden the inward man.

"If a plentiful board, generous liquor,

warm fires and clean beds, be allurements

that may induce the benighted and way

worn traveller to stop at this Inn, the

subscriber is emboldened to promise that

no reasonable person will have cause to

regret or go away dissatisfied, as no at-

tention on his part shall be wanting to

welcome the coming and speed the de-

parting guest.

"The traveller who shapes his way

Thro' heat and cold, thro' thick and thin,

Secure shall meet, all times of day,

Kind treatment at the College Inn."

And at the bottom of the notice in large

letters is the significant sentence "ICE

through the Summer Session."

After reading such a solidly comfor-

table advertisement, to drive on past the

Sign of the College when the red mud of

Nassau Street was hub-deep in places and

ankle-deep everywhere else-called for a

supply of self-denial seldom found. No

wonder that the Giffords were a famous

family of caterers to man's comfort and

need. John Gifford's father was the

famous Newark boniface, Archer Gifford,

whom Paulding and Irving called

knives of countless undergraduate initial-carvers

"Archy," declaring that he was " as arrant

a tavern keeper as any in Christendom ."

An

STANDING ROOM ONLY

T Commencement season , however,

one had to drive on, much as one may

have wished to stay. This was John

Melish's experience in 1806 when he

reached Princeton in the evening of Sep-

tember 24 expecting to stop at the Sign of

the College for the night ; but he found

a Commencement Ball in progress and

with his fellow travellers had to go on

to Trenton. But while the horses were be-

ing changed he stepped into the ballroom

and gathered impressions which still make

excellent reading in his diary.

James K. Paulding and Washington

Irving were well fitted to judge of the

Inn's next and most famous proprietor,

John Joline . If Captain Gifford was

genial, "Lord" Joline was downright

jovial. He succeeded Gifford in about

1812, and his hearty management of nearly

a quarter of a century not only carried on

the Gifford tradition but brought to the

Sign of the College some of the brightest

pages of its history.

Mr. Hageman, who probably had the

advantage of conversing with old resi-

dents who saw the scenes he describes,

refers to the competing coach lines in Mr.

Joline's day ; a hundred horses waiting

as relays in the various tavern stables of

the village ; as many as fifteen stages

starting off together in each direction ,

probably racing the whole way to the next

stop. The Roman chariot races on Nassau

Street, which were sometimes features of

St. Patrick's Day Parades in the next

century, had at least good precedent and

were not more exciting.

NIGHT LIFE AT THE HOSTEL

OUT it also fell to the honor of the

BUTtavern while Mr. Joline ran it, to be

enshrined in a minor page of American

literature. Capitalizing a visit to Prince-

ton in 1813 or 1814 Irving and Paulding

wrote the "Lay of the Scotch Fiddle" in

which occurs the only contemporary pic-

ture of night life at the Sign of the Col-

lege under "Lord" Joline.

It is the story of a blind fiddler and his

dog, who, starting from New York, with

poetic license walk all day

"Till faint with hunger, tired and lame

With blister'd feet they faltering came

To where old Princeton's classicfane,

With cupola and copper vane

And learning's holy honors crown'd,

Looks from her high hill all around."

A sudden summer shower drives the old

man to seek shelter, and happily

"E'en now he reach'd the welcome door

That ne'er is shut against the poor

Where Lord Joline his merry cheer

Deals out to all from far and near."

The gracious and beauteous lady in the

office sees the pair enter and has them

well looked after. After refreshment

"The minstrel ' gan to prate anon

Of Archy Gifford, dead and gone-

Of good John Gifford-rest him God!

A stouter ne'er at training trod."

And then he sang an ancient ballad

"It was not fram'd for common swine,

But such high lords as John Joline-

He once had played for John Gifford

Till he fell asleep and loudly snor'd."

While he is singing, a shout is heard

in a distant part of the house, and Lord
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Joline, going to investigate, finds a room

full of students celebrating, each trying

"To sing as loud as he could bawl,

Such is the custom of Nassau Hall."

Called upon for a song he obliges, and

as he finishes the door flies open and with

the blind fiddler enters

"A buxom, witching merry crew

Of many lads and lasses too"

who have come from the country round

"to dance the livelong night away"-

which they proceed to do.

So congenial is the place that the old

fiddler and his faithful dog stay on in

the village and

"-close by Princeton College gate

Even to this day he holds his state."

gone considerable alteration and repair

and a number of new rooms had been

added.

Coaches for the convenience of New

York and Philadelphia passengers via

the Camden and Amboy Railroad left the

house daily in the winter and twice a day

in the summer. The stables were exten-

sive and in charge of experienced hos-

tlers ; and there was a well-filled ice house

on the premises. At Christmas, 1835, a

"new and splendid 4 horse Line of Troy

Safety Coaches" began its regular daily

trip to Trenton from Brown's hotel to

make connection with the Trenton and

Philadelphia railroad trains.

THE IRON MONSTER COMES

OUT it is quite evident, as of course itThe students gather around to hear him Bust have been from the beginning,

talk, and

"Once a year he deigns to play

First fiddle on Commencement Day

When in Joline's high stately hall

Is held the Students' Annual Ball."

THE

LAFAYETTE NOT A PATRON

HE Sign of the College had only the

slightest part in the incidents con-

nected with the visits of Lafayette in 1824

and 1825. On the morning of the Marquis'

arrival from Trenton in September, 1824,

Richard Stockton, son of the Signer, and

Chairman of the Borough Council , gath-

ered his colleagues into the tavern and

read to them the address he proposed to

make to the Marquis at the exercises on

the campus. When in the following July

the visitor passed through Princeton a

second time, he spent the night, so it is

believed, at the home of his war comrade,

Colonel Erkuries Beatty.

Mr. Joline's health failed, and in The

Princeton Whig of May, 1835 , Daniel

Brown announces that he has taken overthe

"well known establishment kept by John

Joline" which at this time was called the

"Nassau Hall Hotel." The advertisement

assures us engagingly that not only was

the hotel in the immediate neighborhood

of the post office, the church, and other

public institutions, but "it was under the

same roof with the Bank." The house,

moreover, had within a few years under-

Daily Princetonian

that the advent of the railroad meant dis-

aster to the kind of hotel business which

had prevailed at Princeton since Colonial

days. A new economic era had dawned

and until adjustments had been made, the

old tavern fell upon evil days . Mean-

while Mr. Brown appears to have tried

to keep his house in the public eye by

resorting to spectacular advertising.

In February, 1836, a "strictly Moral

and Scientific" exhibition of Ventriloquism

by Mr. Cudworth, "the National Ventrilo-

quist," was given "at the Hall of Mr.

Daniel Brown." He was also a Fire King ;

he licked red hot iron, ate melted lead,

drank boiling brandy, and "to the surprise

of the audience" ate a quantity of "Tar in

a Burning Flame," concluding with "a

number of comic songs and a Hornpipe."

A fine exhibition for a quarter ; and yet,

not quite the sort of thing one expected of

the old Sign of the College.

It was the irony of fate that in the hotel

a town meeting was held in March, 1836,

to consider asking the Camden and Amboy

Railroad to construct a line from New

Brunswick which should pass as near to

Princeton as was practical.

INN GOES ZOOLOGICAL

N May, 1836, from the Zoological In-

Brown's Hotel came a Mammoth Zoo-

WHERE ONCE THE BEER-FILLED HOGSHEADS VIED FOR SPACE

Today an inoffensive looking pail finds storage room to spare on

the Nassau Inn's untenanted keg shelves

Council Meets May 3, 4

HE Spring Meeting of the
TGraduate Council will be held

in Princeton on Friday and Satur-

day, May 3 and 4, with a formal

business session taking place in the

Freshman Common Room, Mad-

ison Hall, on the first of these days

at 8:00 p.m. At this time Andrew

C. Imbrie '95, active alumnus; Class

Secretary, and Council member,

will lead the gathering in a dis-

cussion of the subject : "Tuition

Charges at Princeton-Should They

be Increased to Approximate the

Per Capita Cost of Education ?"

On Saturday morning the Coun-

cil's committees will meet, and at

11:00 a.m. the entire body will

adjourn to Guyot Hall, where the

Department of Geology will be in-

spected and where luncheon will

be served at noon. A buffet supper

will, as usual, precede the meeting

on Friday evening.

logical Exhibition of "rare Beasts and

Birds from Europe, Asia, Africa, North

and South America" embracing the

most extensive variety of animals "ever

offered to an American Public." The

thrilling woodcuts in The Princeton

Whig show 28 animals, among them such

unheard of creatures as an emeu, an eland,

a zebu, a quagga and a gnu-which alone

were surely worth the price of admission,

likewise 25 cents . [ Were all admissions 25

cents in those days ? ] The celebrated "Na-

tional Band of Music" (12 pieces) accom-

panied the exhibition and announced the

arrival of the "Grand Cavalcade."

The whole exhibition was arranged in a

"Splendid Pavilion, adequate to contain

10,000 persons at one time," which strains

one a bit to believe, inasmuch as it was

pitched in the hotel's back yard. At 3:30 in

the afternoon Mr. Van Amburgh entered

the "formidable cage of Animals with

Master Hayman, a boy 9 years of age, and

a Young Lamb"-this being a thrilling

novelty never attempted by any person

but himself. The animals were fed at 4.

PRESIDENT-TO-BE AVOIDS BUSTLE

ENERAL William Henry Harrison

College when he reached Princeton on

Commencement Day in September, 1836.

A Committee of the Trustees invited "the

People's Candidate" for the presidency,

to attend the dinner of the National

Alumni Association which he gladly did.

He took tea and spent the evening with

Dr. Samuel Miller in his house (now the

Nassau Club) and returned for the night

to the home of his friend, Captain Thomas

White, "preferring," saysthe loyal

Princeton Whig, "the quiet retirement of

a private family to the bustle of a hotel ."

We have had a glimpse of the hotel

during the Commencement gayety and we

can well sympathize with the General.

The next morning he left Princeton in a

"Barouche and four, furnished by Mr. A.

Cumming in his best style," and accom-

panied by an imposing retinue. Mr. Cum-

ming was in charge of the coaches and

horses of the Nassau Hall Hotel, and his

equipment was famous and of the best.

But Mr. Brown appears to have been

unable to capture the preference of the

public. Noticeably in 1837, meetings of

various sorts were set, not at the Nassau
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Hall Hotel as formerly, but elsewhere ;

and in December of that year Brown was

sold out by the sheriff . Here this frag-

mentary history of the early years of the

Nassau Inn may end.

Universities Ridiculous?

Editor, the Weekly

Sir:

Not being as wise as Plato and Aristotle

presumably were, I read the letter of

Mr. Struthers Burt '04 [ Weekly, April 12,

1929 ] , not with weariness but with inter-

est-also amusement. For, though "ridi-

cule is a half-baked attitude" to Mr. Burt,

he himself seems not averse to adopting

that attitude while engaged in the at-

tempt to demonstrate that "satire"-in-

stead of ridicule- " . . . is the mature

attitude."

Much of what Mr. Burt writes is ob-

vious, not to say platitudinous common

sense. For example, "people the world

over are horribly the same." Of course.

What educated person doubts it ? Sports-

manship among the British is tremen-

dously overrated. Likely enough. Both

European and American systems of edu-

cation have many faults and many virtues.

True. Yet such facts are the merest com-

monplaces to anyone who appreciates both

systems and is interested in comparing

them.

Being unknown to Mr. G. H. Harper

27 and happening to live at a distance of

some four thousand miles from that gen-

tleman's present whereabouts, I have no

means of knowing whether he is "unaware

of the massive literature written by

thoughtful Englishmen" relative to the

shortcomings of English education . For

my own part, I have read no small part

of that literature. Unhappily, a good

many of those who produced it impressed

me as being the reverse of thoughtful.

However, all these likenesses and dif-

ferences in background and point of view

are not strictly relevant to the point under

discussion. To press them too far would

not greatly illuminate what Mr. Harper

and I were writing about. To be sure, it

might serve to exemplify "war, which is

the spirit back of armies" (I have Mr.

Burt to thank for that expression ) , but

it would be scarcely amiable .

What Mr. Harper deprecated-and my

experience as a teacher led me to agree-

was the topsy-turvy condition of present-

day American educational thought, as that

condition is evidenced by the expenditure

of "millions for athletics and a mere pit-

tance for the brains of the academic

world." Surely one of the most important

functions of a university is to lead the

people intellectually ; to exhibit in its

actions a wisdom transcending that of the

masses, so far, at least, as its own line

of business is concerned .

Yet, one sees American universities

doing precisely the opposite,-needlessly,

at that, in the case of those which are

Memorials Available

FORTY-SEVEN Dews in th

available as memorials to Prince-

ton men, their relatives, and

friends. Alumni or friends of

Princeton who wish to reserve a

memorial pew are asked to com-

municate with President Hibben.

privately endowed and are therefore eco-

nomically independent of the mores tem-

porarily in the saddle. I am not talking

of the students ; I mean the authorities

of our universities. They yield too easily

to all sorts of popular clamors and

crotchets. Witness the naïve "unit" system

of admission, election of studies (not

courses of study), the fate of Latin and

Greek and of literary and philosophical

studies generally, the undue importance

attached to being able to put "Ph.D."

after your name-no matter how inspir-

ing or uninspiring a teacher you may be.

Making due allowance for exceptions,-

Princeton offends least often,-and with

all requisite qualifications, the fact re-

mains (as I believe) that, by and large,

the rôles of our universities and of the

rest of society have been reversed . The

masses of the people call the tune ; the

universities dance to it.

Mr. Burt believes that "American uni-

versities seem ridiculous to uncultured

foreigners, just as foreign universities

seem ridiculous to uncultured Amer-

icans." He adds (truly enough) that

there are not many cultured persons on

either side of the Atlantic. However, my

own experience leads me to conclude that

all universities are ridiculous to all or

most uncultured persons of whatever na-

tionality, and that the tail-wag-dog plight

of our own universities must make them

appear ridiculous, or, if you prefer, pre-

posterous, to cultured Europeans,-i.e ., to

Europeans who understand the proper

purpose of universities.

P. J. BENRIMO '19

Marion, Ala., April 16, 1929.

Marshal Foch, ofthe Allies

Something About One ofRecent History's Great Men-by One Who Was His

Close Friend, andWho Was His Personal Aide During His Visit to America

ByFranklin D'Olier '98

I

T is not of the great soldier or the

great military leader that I would

speak; but rather of Ferdinand Foch

the man, the devout Christian ; of his true

human understanding, of his great sim-

plicity of character, of his deep apprecia-

tion of the finer things of life.

Shortly after the War a group of

American soldiers went over to France to

invite him to visit this country. After

meeting him in Paris, we journeyed to-

gether to Metz, and after a strenuous day

of ceremonies there we were told that the

next day he would be unable to be with

us, because it was the anniversary of his

son's death ; and that he always on that

day visited his son's grave, a young lad,

eighteen years old, a Corporal in the

French Army, who was killed in the first

ten days of the War in 1914.

We went to him to explain that we

understood why he could not be with us

and asked if he would object if we were

to send up with him a wreath to be placed

on his son's grave as a tribute from the

American Soldier. He paused a minute

and said, "I think so much of the Amer-

ican Soldier, of what he was and what he

did, that I would consider it an honor if

he would share with me in my grief over

the loss of my only son . Let three of you

come with me." Who but a Frenchman

with such fine sensibilities could pay such

a great honor to the American Soldier ?

And so, the next day we travelled a

hundred and fifty miles by motor to the

north of France to the little village of

Longwy. Outside of the village we were

met by the Priest and the Mayor and

conducted to a special service which was

held in the little village church. After-

ward, through wind and rain, we walked

about a mile outside of the village to the

little cemetery where the Marshal's son

and those other French soldiers had been

buried where they had fallen. His father

had never permitted the son's body to be

moved. We had brought down with us

from Coblenz, from the Army of Occu-

pation, an American soldier, a color ser-

geant, and placed him at the head of the

son's grave. After a few remarks by the

village Priest, the Marshal, dressed in

civilian clothes, knelt at the foot of the

son's grave, a symbol of a Frenchman

who had made the greatest possible sacri-

fice for his country-had given his only

son. Such was his simplicity of character.

I doubt if it had ever entered the Mar-

shal's head what place he would occupy

in history. He always was accustomed to

refer to his success as simply "the success

of an idea-the idea of unity of purpose

and unity of command." And so it was

rather appropriate that he should make

the following remark when he was once

asked, "Would it not have been better

had the Allies marched into Berlin ?" The

Marshal, forgetful of the great military

glory that would have been his had he

marched into Berlin at the head of the

victorious army, forgetful of the revenge

that some of the French people wanted

for the occupation of Paris in 1870, re-

plied : "The object of war is to impress

one's will on one's adversary ; having

accomplished that, further fighting is use-

less slaughter." Having made his own

great sacrifice, he was unwilling, for per-

sonal glory, that there should be any use-

less sacrifice of a single French, English,

or American soldier.

During his three or four months' visit

to this country he covered over fifteen

thousand miles, visited practically every

state in the Union , and talked with men

and women of every walk of life . I

doubt if any foreigner ever learned so

much about this country in so short a

time. To be with him, to hear the ques-

tions that he asked, the way he sought

after facts, you could tell why he was a

great military leader. He was interested

in securing facts as they were, not as

he wished them to be. You knew that

his military success was due simply to

the fact that he knew what conditions

were when he made decisions. And so, as

he was leaving, his last remark was most

significant ; he turned to us and said, “Be-

fore I came to this country I knew that

although young you were a giant, indus-

trially, economically, and financially ; but

having seen much of your country, I now

realize also what a great moral force you

can be in this world."

And so we do not doubt what young

America can be industrially, economic-

ally, and financially ; but let us ever be

alive to that great ideal of Marshal Foch,

to the fact that also we should be a moral

and a spiritual force in this world .
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