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A

DISCOURSE

PREACHED BEFORE THE

EAST TENNESSEE BIBLE SOCIETY.

ISATAH ii. 2. and 3.

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established
in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted
above the hiils; and all nations shall flow unto .

And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let
us go up 1o the mountain of the Lord, to the house
of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his
ways, and we will walk in his paths; for out of
Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem.

"T'HIS lively prediction of gospel times and millenial
ages claimed the faith of men, as unbelieving by nature
as ourselves, centuries before the babe of Bethlehem
was ¢« wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid 1n a man-
ger.” Many more centuries have, also, elapsed, since
this “ wonderful child of promise: was manifested to
be « the Mighty God,” by his resurrection from the
dead with unborrowed power, by his triumphant ascen-
sion into heaven from the midst of his adoring disci-
ples, and by his miniature conquest of the world in the
unexampled increase of his gospel kingdom on the day
of Pentecost and in the apostolic age. Can any of us,
then, harbour a remaining doubt, that what the prophet
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saw in vision more than two thousand years ago wili
be seasonably and fully accomplished ; while the ani-
mating signs of our times crowd in every direction to
prove, that the Friend of sinners, the Prince of peace.
the One whose right it is to reign, is making the most
extensive and rapxd movements among the nativne, (o
fill the world with his glory ? Surely, if the benigiied
traveller is cheered through the tedious hours of Gurk-
nessby the warranted anticipation of day, it is a matter
of quite inferior effort, when already the morning iwi
light arrays the eastern sky, to realize that “ihe mnht
1S iar spent” and “ the day is at hand.” 'The evanrgel-
ical prophet was all eievation, drdour and activity, (o
refresh the church of God with the revelation of its
distant prosperity, although at the risk of being sawn
asunder, as some affirm he actually was, by the malig-
nant infidels of his own age and countr) With what
grateful promptitude, then, should we, m the strength

O
of Zion’s Almighty I\lno' oird ourcelves to th(' com-

D O

pzuatlvel) easy dl!tlt‘o of this enlivening era? Au era,

vhien Christians of all denominations, countries and
languages seem to be rising almost in a mass, to make
a highway for their God throughout all the earth.
Doubtless, 1t is with a holy mdmnatmn anc.compassion
beyond the conception of mutals that the glorified
spirit of Isaiah now looks dewn from the 1egions of
more than millental glory upon those dull scholurs in
evangelical science, who, with the entire book of God
in their hands, are “ever learning, and never able to
come to the knowledge of the tluth ;7 whoin their
aross unbelief awu,ad) even at the lncscnt morient,
to say “ All things remain as they were,” whale both
prophesy and Pr ovidence induce the wisest of our vace
to believe, that the healing beams of the Sun ot vichte-
ousness are soon to ohuidcn all pations, and bless with
the light of gospe!l life the most forlorn and benighted
among the ll]l“l(\]b of mankind.

The prophetic lunguaze of the text and context is
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sdmirably clear, in refercnce both tod the millenial state
of the world and the appointed means of ils eniro-
duction. It is probably for this reason, as well as
the importance of the subject, tkmt we find this prophe-
cy repeated with so little va- tation in the fourth chapter
of Micah. Let us, for a mo.aent, consider its meaning.
« [t shall come to pass.” 'The matter is irreversibly de-
te-mined in the counsels of heaven. ¢ In the last days,”
in gospel times, « the mountain of the Lord’s house
duill be established 1n the top of the mountains, and
shall be C\alted above the hills ; and all nations sha]l
flow unto1t.” 'The gospel temple, for his sake who
inlwbiis if, shall occupy a higher place in the eye of
mankind, than any earthly object. 'The shrines and
pagodas of heathenism, the mosques of Mahometan-
1sm, the synagogues of perverted Judaism shall all sink
beforéit.  The palaces of kings, the capitols of nations,
the halls of legislation, the sanctuaries of justice shall
univexsally be held in inferior estimation. <« Many
eople,” excited by the word and Spirit of Israel’s
(md « shall g0 and say, Come ye, and let us go up
o the mountain of the Lord, to the housc of the God
of Jacab.” The millions before estranged from the
worship of Zion shafl invite ore another to mingle
with the happy multitudes that assemble in the Chris-
ttan sanctuary, where the condescending Jehovah will
make the place of his feet glorious by the triumphs of

his redeeming love.  'Fhey shall say with ardent ex-

peetation, « he will teach us of his ways” by the means
and power of his grace ; “and”, with that enlargement of
heart which it is his [‘eculmr frlony to give,« we will
walic in s paths.”

The e n'aptuwfl prophet proceeds to show, that the
beight piciure he has given of milenial scenes will
Bt Ul biv bz realized; inasmuch as ihe means, no
less than the ead, arc most wisely and absolutely
determined. “For,” to prepare the world for its predict-

ad happiness, © out of Zion shall go forth the law, and

P
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the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” On this the
inspired penman rests his expectation ; and on this the
travellers to Zion’s hill will ix their hope of effectual
blessing, both for themselves and their fellow-men,
The moral law of God, the perfect and universal rule
of righteousness, with its majestic and eternal sanction,
shall be proclaimed where the people of the most High
convene for his worship ; and be communicated, by
sych as are familiar with divine revelation, to their
destitute fellow-mortals, that it may be the schoolmas.-
ter to bring them to Cluist. 7he comprehensive
word of the Lord , history and prophesy, law and
gospel together, shall be sent forth from the abodesard
neighbourhoods of the church to the most distant hLabit-
ations of mankind. 'I'ravellers shall spread the know-
ledge of it. Removing families shall carry it with
them. Ktshall be the blessed labour of gospel miristers
and missionaries to seek for it a welcome place inevery
house and heart. 'T'he complete book of God, in all
its intended fulness under the last and best dispensation,
the volume of inestimable value and most glorious des-
tination, translated into the living languages of the na-
tions, issued in multiplied copies from a thousand
offices devoted to its distribution, shall fly on the wings
of all the winds over every ocean and sea, and be trans-
ported in ten thousand vehicles over the continents and
islands of the earth, to fulfil the prayers, to substantiate
the charities of millions, in becoming the bread of
spiritual and everlasting life to the multitudes of man-
kind, ready to perish by ‘“a famine of the word of
God,” unless relieved by such unsolicited and Provi-
dential supplics. «The God of the whole earth” will
thus display his glory in making men nstrumental by
their hands, their treasures, their tongues, their example,
their enterprise, their combined c¢xertions, together
with their concerted and prevailing prayers, under the
gracious direction of his Haly Spirit, to bring their
blinded and lost fellownien in every part of the globe to
the knowledge, service and enjoyment of himself.
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The blessed consequences shall be, as the continued
prophesy, both of Isaiah and Micah, goes onto declare,
that men « shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruning-hooks ; nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
any more.” Such, moreever, shall be " the safety and
confidence of civil society’ from the known righteous-
ness of all people, that Micah has liberty to add, « they
shall sit every man under his vine and under his figtree ;
and none shall make them afraid.” A child may

rceive, that an essential renovation of mankind
1 their moral disposition and character is here foretold,
as what shall result from the universal diffusion of
God’s word, with the efficacious blessing of his Spirit
uponit. 'To be conscious of this change in ourselves
and instrumental of it in others, is to feel the sunshine
of life, to know the power of the gospel, and to have
joy in the Holy Ghost.

Most congenial, therefore, with the generous object
of the East Tennessee Bible 8éciety, and its grateful
anniversary which bas convened us this day in the
house of the Liord, 1s the animating doctrine of the
text. I have barely explained and expanded it from
the comments of Providence. 'The general sentiment
may be more briefly comprehended tor further discus-
sion in the following words ;

It is Giod’s plan in converting the world,to diffuse
his word among the destitute by some of their fellow-
men favoured with it before them. "

'The doctrine divides itself into three particulars.

1. God intends to convert the world.

11.- He will bless his word as the means.

III. He willimpartit to tke destitute by some of
their fellow-men favoured with it before them.

A plain consideration of these propositions will be
closed by an application of the subject, adapted to the
circumstances and duties of the present generation, and
to the special occasion on which we are assembled.
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1. That God intendsto convert the world, is evident
from the whole current of the bible, and from several
distinct classes of its prophetic passages, at which we
have now but little time to glance.

'This refreshing truth gleams upon our ruined species
in the ougmal promise to our first parents,connec ted,

as 1t is, -- with the sentence upon the tempter 5 and it
15 stron,,ly confirmed by - answerable bLllthlCS of
plainer interpretation. If « the seed of the woman” is
ordained to « *bruise the serpent’s head,” he must de-
fcat his counsels and destroy bis kmgdom in the world.
John therefore, testifies, that « for this purposc the Son
of Grod was ’rm'tmfested that he might destroy the
works of thedevil.” The Saviour hnnsclf also declared,
when about to die that menmight live, « INowis the
judgment of this world ; now shall the prince of this
world be cast out. And LifI be lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men unto me.” In close 2gree-
ment with these and similar scriptures is the lmpont of
one of those glorious - visions of futurity, granted by
the ascended faviour to the beloved dlscmh in describ-
ing which he says, « §1 saw anangel come down from
heay en, having the key of the bottomless pit, and a
great chain in his hand ; and he laid hold on the dragon,
that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and
bound hima thousand years, and cast him into the
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and scta scal upon
him, that he should deceive the nations no more, tiil
the thousand years should be fulfilled.” 1In the ﬁnum-
tive language of prophesy the binding of Satan is the
liberation of the world, which be had before led cap-
tive ; and essentially 1mphus its conversion to God ;
in whose reasonable service its spiritual liberty and tiue
happiness must be found.

The same thing is, equally comprehended mn the
promise to Abraham ; and this likewise, is amply cwr:

*Gen.3.15. +1JJohn 3.8, +JJadn 12 51,32 L Qe 0 Lo
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figed by analogous passages. @ % In thee shall all
families of the earth be 'blessed.” b God repeated this
promise in reference to Abraham ; renewed it to d Isaac
and to e Jacob ; and f frequently brought it into view
in the old testament, and afterwards in the new,as a
sure ground of g expectation. 'The meaning cannot
be that all shall be blessed in every period of time; for
the large majority of mankind have hitherto been stran-
gers to the God of Abraham, and to the blessedness of
his spiritual children. Nevertheless, the divine promise
1s of sure accomplishment. The period, therefore,
must come, when all families of the earth shall be bles-
sed in Abraham ; that is, in his promised seed, the
Saviour. Hence the apostle to the Romans styles the
Hebrew patriarch ¢ theifather of many nations,” and
“ heir of the world ;”” because, in the times to which the
promise related, many nations, and the world itself,
will believe and be blessed in Christ ; and by the con-
version of the world the father of the faithful will inher-
it the extensive promisc of his covenant God.

The promise " also, - to David,” and -equivalent
predictions, ensure a universal kingdom to his seed ;
which pre-supposes the conversion of the world. «I
will . subdue all thme enemies. I will raise up thy
seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons, and I will
establish his kingdom. I willbe his father, and he shall
be my son. I will settle him in my house aund in my
kingdom forever. 1 will ¢ beat down his foes before
his face, and plague them that hate him. 1 will set his
hand, also, in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers.
I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of
the earth. Once have Isworn by my holinsss, that I
will not lie unto David. His seed shall endure forever,
and his throne is the sun before me. His j enemies

a Gen. 12, 3. b18.18. ¢.22.18. d.2¥.4.¢ 28.14. f. Exod.
© 3.6,15, 16. 32.13, 14.  Deut. 1.8, 11. Micak 7. 20. g.Luke
1.70,79. Romn.4.9, 25. Gal. 3.6, 290 h.1. Chron, 17.10,14.
i. Ps. %9. 23,25,27. 35, 36. j. Ps.132. 18. "
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will I clothe with shame ; but upon himself shall his
crown flourish. Ofthe @ increase of his government
and peace there shallbe no end, upon the throne of
David and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to estab-
lish it with judgment and j justice, from henceforth even
forever. \Vnth b righteousness shall he judge the poor,
and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth;

and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth
and with the breath af his lips shall he slay the wicked.
The wolf, also, shall dwell with the lamb, and the leo-
pard shall lie down with the kid ; and the calf and the
young lion and the fatling together ; ard a little child
shall lead them. And the buckmfr child shall play on
the hole of the asp ; and the w caned child shall put
his hand on the cockatrice’s den. T'hey shall not hurt
nor destroy in all my holy mountain ; for the earth
shall be full ofthe knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
coverthe sca.” No lamruanc can more fully imply
the conversion of the world.

In like mannerthe divine  promises to the Jews
clearly iiapert, that in their greatest prosperity all
nations shail be one with theminreligion. ¢ At that
time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the Lord ;
and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the'nam_e
of the Lord, to Jerusalem; neither shall they walk any
more affer the un'wmatxon of their evil heart. d And
it smll be in that day, that living waters shall go out
from Jerusalem ; half of them tOWm'd the former seca,
and half of them toward the hinder sea; in summer
and in winter shall it be.  And the Lord shall be king
overall the earth ; in that day shall there be one Lord,
and his name one. Rejmcee ye with Jerusalem, and
be glad with her, all ye that love her ; rejoice for joy
with her, all ye that ‘mourn for her, that ye may be
dChOhted with the abundance of her 9,101\ For, thus
saith the LOad Behold, I will extend peace to her like

a, Isaiak 2.7. 11,1, 10. cderem. 3. 17 d Zechar 14, 3
efegiah 66. 10—23.
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ariver,and the glory of the gentiles like a flowing
stream. I will gather all nations and tongues; and they
shall come, and see my glory. From one sabbath to
another shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith
the Lord. & Mine house shall be called an house of
prayer for all people.” 'These promises to the Jews
illustrate and confirm that signal assurance, .early given
to Moses, their inspired law-giver and leader to ani-
mate and strengthen him in the most trying circumstan-
ces, when the Liord said, “as b truly as I live, all the

earth shall be filled with the glory of the L.ord. »

The corresponding dreams of king Nchuchadnezzar
and the prophet Danicl, with their mspzred interpre-
tations, predict that, after the four successive monar-
chies of the world, the kingdom of the Messiah shall
become universal. 1Inthe “dream of the king of Baby-
lon his own kingdom, the assyrian munamh_y, was
represented by the ¢ gold” of the « great image”™ which
he beheld ; the Med o-Persian by the« sxlver ' the
Grecian by the « brass;” and the Romanby the “iron
and clay.” « ¢ Christ was intended by the stone cut
out of the mountain without hands. that smote the
image, and filled the whole earth.” Ifence the inter-
pretation, ¢ The God of heaven shall sct up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed.” In Daniel’s dream
the four monarchies are represented by four beasts ;
and the d Redeemer is shown to succeed them in the
dominion of the world:  « Behold one like the Sonof
man came. And there was given him dominion, and
alory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations and lan-
onagesshould serve him.  Hisdominionisaney erlasting
dommlon which shall not pass away, and his kingdom
that which shall not be destr oved.,” 'The divine u\pl:m
ation of the dream accor dmr-h' declares, that < the
kingdom and dominion, and the greatness ‘of the king
dom under the whole heav cn, shall be given io tie

Lot a 35 7 b Nam, 1% 20,21 ¢ Danid 2 apd 47. C* .
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ople of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom
1s an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall
serve and obey him.” No humancomment is neces-
sary to show, that the conversion of the world is here

“foretold.
The promises of the Father to the Son, and corres-
ondent prophesies, secureto Christ the gospel domin-
10on of theworld. “al have set my king upon my
holy hill of Zion. Thou art my 8on. Ask of me,
and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance,
and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.
b Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness. 1In his
c days shall the righteous flourish. He shall have do-
minion, alsa, from sea to sea,and from the river unto
the ends of the earth. Al kings shall fall down before
him. All nations shall serve him. Men shall be
blessed in him. All nations shall call him blessed.
He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satis-
fied.” John beheld, in one of the visions of Patmos,
his «“name, d written on his vesture and on his thigh,
King of kings and Lord of lords.” Preparatory to the
millenial reign of this all conquering king, he, also, saw
an “ angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the ever-
lasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell upon the
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue,
and people.” When afterwards Satan had been cast,
bound by the chain of gospel truth, into the bottomless
pit, he beheld, as the gracious result, that « the e saints

reigned with Christ a thousand years.”

Those scriptures: very manifestly predict the con-
version of the world, - which foretel the universal
outpouring of the divine Spirit’ upon mankind.
« When the f Comforter is come,” said Christ to his dis-
ciples, “ he will reprove the worLp of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgement.” Jehovah had said,

a Psalm 2. b Isaiah 32.1. ¢ Ps.72.7—17. d Rev. 19, 16.
¢ Rov. 20. 4. fJchn 16.7,8,
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many ages hefore, ¢ oI will pour upon the house of
David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of
grace and of supplication.” «1 will put my b Spirit
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes. 1
will ¢ pour out my Spirit upon all flesh ; and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old
men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see
visions ; and, dlso, upon the servants and the hand-
maids in those days will I pour out my Spirit.” The
gift of the Spirit is the great dispensation, after the gift
of the Son; and by the gracious operations of the
Spirit the universal reign of the Son 1is to be establish-
ed in the earth. :

The inspired - predictions, that civil liberty, righte-
ous government and rational peace shall become per-
manent blessings to all mankind, involve, likewise, the
conversion of the world. «I will make thy d officers
peace and thine exactors rightcousness. Violence
shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor dis-
truction within thy borders ; but thou shalt call thy
walls salvation and thy gates praice. The e rod of
the wicked shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous.
The fLord is king forever and cver. He shall judge
the g poor of the people, he shall save the children
of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor;
that the c man of the carth may no more oppress.
h Where 1is the fury of the oppressor? 'The captive
exile hasteneth that he may be loosed. My < people
shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwell-
ings, and in quiet resting places. 'Their nobles shall
be of themselves, and their governor shall proceed
from the midst of them, and I wiil cause him to draw
rcar, and he shall approach unto me. T will j restore
thy judges, asat the first, and thy counsellors, as at
the beginning. Wisdom & and knowledge shall be the

a Zech. 12. 10. & Ezek.37. 27. ¢ Joel 2. 28.29. d Isaiah 60.
1718, ¢ Ps.125. 3. f10. 16. g 724 A [saiah 31. 13, 14,
i32. 18 j30.2). k1. 26
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stability of thy times, and strength of salvation. alIn
righteousness shalt thou be established; thou shalt be
far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear; and from
terror, for it shall not come near thee. 'T'hy people,
also, shall be b all righteous. For behold, I ¢ create
Jerusalem rejoicing and her people a joy. Behold
my servant, I have put my spirit upon him, he shall
not fail, nor be discouraged, till he have set judgement
in the earth. And the isles shall wait his Jaw. Na.
tion shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more.” It is obvious, that the best
constitutions of humangovernment, the wisest systems
of national jurisprudence, and the most equitable pub-
lic treaties can never permanently establish the liberty,
rights and peace of the world, to the fulfilment of
these scriptures, without the moral conversion of the
mass of mankind.

T'his is equally comprehended in the sacred  passa-
ges, which foretel a period, when the children of men
shall grow up by divine grace the children of God,
holy and blessed. This f shall be written for the ge-
neration to come; and the people which shall be creat-
ed shall praise the Lord. 'The fchildren of thy ser-
vants shall continue, and their sced shall be esrablished
before thee. They g shall not labour in vain, nor
bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of ihe
blessed of the Lord, and their offspring with them.
Their & seed shall be known among the gentiles, and
their offspring among the people; all that see them
shall acknowledge them, thai they are the seed which
the Lord hath blessed. Thus saith the Lord God,
Behold, i I will lift up mine hand to the gentiles, and
set up my standard to the people; and they shall bring
thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be car-
ricd upon their shoulders. And kings shall be thy

a Isaiah.53. 6. b 5114 ¢60.21. d65 18 12 1,4 [
Ps 102, 11, 8. & Isaih 63. 23. h6l. 9. i40. 22, 20 17, 23

iy
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nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers;
they shall bow down to thee with their face towards
the earth. The a children, which thou shalt have, af-
ter thou-hast lost the other, shall say again in thmc
ears, 'Fhe place is too strait for me, give place to e
that T may dwell. Thy b children shall make haste.
I will contend with him, that contendeth with thee,
and I will save thy children. I will ¢pour my
spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine oft‘
spring; and they shall Spring up as among the grass,
as willows by the water courses. All thy ‘e children
shall be taucrht of the Lord, and great shall be the
pcace of thy children. fThy sons shall come from
tar, and thy daughters shall be nursed by thy side. ‘T
will bri ing thy seed from the east, and gather thee from
the w est g I will say to the north, give up, and to
the south keep not back ; bring my sons from far, and
my daughters from the ends of the earth. h So shall
thcy fear the name of the Lord from the west, and his
glory from the rising sun. Israel 7 shall blossom a.nd
bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit. For,ja
the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the ga,rden
causeth the thmgs that are sown init to spring forth, so
the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to
spring forth before all nations. Al k the ends of the
earth shall see the salvation of our God.”

'Phe inspired :predictions, that idolatry, false reli
aion, error; ungodliness and infidelity shall disappear
from among men, very cvidently comprisé the conver-
sion of the world to the living Grod and genuine re-
ligion. Ttis true'we are not Svarranted to expect,
that an absolute perfection in holiness will ever be the
attaimmment of any mere men on earth, ‘even in the
most prosperous ages of Christianty. Othermse the
moral state of the world would come to equal that of
licaven.  But a prevalent conformity of mankind to

a Ismiah 44, 3, 4 b54.13, ¢60. 4. e13. 5, 5. f 59. 19,
&2:..4% bk DIaiah 61 11. 252,10, 6. j61.11. £52.10.
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the revealed will of God, and a general freedom from
whatever is oftensive to him, and visibly to his disho-
nour, must be intened in such passages as the fo!low-
ing. “The a Gods that have not made the heavens
and the earth, even they shall perish from the earth
_and from under those heavens. 1In . that day a man
shall cast his idols of silver and his idols of gold, which
they made each one for himself to worship, to the
moles and to the bats. For the c earth shall be filled
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the
waters cover the sca. And the d idols he shall utterly
aboligsh. ¢ From the rising of the sun even to the go-
ing down of the same my name shall be great among
the gentiles; and jn every place incense shall be offered
unto my name, and a pure offering, saith the Lord of
hosts. 'The fmouth of them that speak lies shall be
stopped. 'The lip of truth shall be established forever.
g Yor the kingdom is the Lord’s ; and he is the Gov-
- ernor among the nations. Evil A doers shall be cut
- off, yet alittle while, and the wicked shall not be ;
yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall
not be. But those that wait upon the Lord, the meek
shall inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves in
the abundance of peace.”

It may suffice to add here, that the prophetic - de-
scriptions of the enlightened, holy, united and blessed
state of the world in the millenium " necessarily involve
the conversion of mankind. ¢ The light of the moon
shall be as the li%ht of the sun, and the light of the sun
shall be seven fold, as the light of the seven days, in the
day that 2 the Lord bindeth up the breach of his people
and healeth the stroke ot their wound. In timt day

shall the j deaf hear the words of the book ; and the

eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity and out of
darkness. And the & eyes of them that sce shall not

aJerem. 10011, & Isaiah 2. 18, 20. e Habak. 2.14. d Isai-
oh2.18. c¢Mal. 1 1. fPs 6311, g2 28. A37.9 1L
i Jsaiak 20.26. j29.18 "k 32 3
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be dira ; aud the ears of them that hear sk hearken

'They, a also, thaterred in spirit shall come to under-
standing, a.ad they that murmured shall learn docirine.

All b the ends of the world shall remember and turn
unto the Lord. All ¢ shallknow the Lord from the
least unto the greatest ; and d serve him with one
conscnt. The e watchmen shall sce eye to cye.. The
J work of righteousness shall be peace, and the efiect of
righteousness quietness and assurance forever.  The g
cnvy, also, of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries
of Judah shall be cut off ; Ephraim shall not envy
Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim. 'The Lord
God will h wipe away tears from off all faces, and the
rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the
earth. Inthatz day shall there be upon the hells of
the horses, Holiness unto the Lord. ; Unto me every
knec shall b(m every tongue shall swear.’

To cachi of these classes of inspired evidence, that
God 15 determined on the conversion of the world,
other seriptures might pertinently be added Other
classes, also, might easily be sub]omcd It is because
2 fullbelicf of the truth contaned in my first proposi-
tion is fundamental to a proper engagedness in the
duties of this remarkable age, that I have been so varti-
cular in adducing proofs, which cannot fail to establish
itin the view of every a.ttentlve and impartial mind. 1
proceed to show,

2. That in converting the world God will bless his
word as the means. 'I‘houOh able “to work without
means, above them and even against them, at lus plea-
sure,” yet in his ordinary Pr 0v1denoe relative to things
spiritual as well as natural, he chooses to work by them.
1t is a comfortable truth, that infants, while incapable of
reading and hearing the word of God, are within the

a Isaiah 29.24. b Ps.22.27. ¢ Isaiah 31.3%4. d Zeph. 3.9.
e Isaiah 52.8. f32.17. gll.13. h25.8. ¢ Zech, 14. 20,
jIsaiak 4b. 23, '
' G
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reach of mercy. We should tremble in any case to
limit the Holy Onc of Istacl. But i referenceto
persons who “are of full age, and who by reason of use
have their sensesexercised to discern both oood and evil.”
God abundantly declares it to be the usual method of
his grace, to reach the heart through the understanding,

to give the outward call of his word before the inw ard
call of his Spirit.  Accordigiv, ¢ where there a is novis.

ion” no revelation, “the people pulsh. For, b after that
in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not
God, it pleased God by the foolishiness of preaching to
save them that believe. For ¢ whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then
shall they call upon him ia whom they havenot believ-
ed? And how shall they believe in him of whom they
have not heard 7 And how shill they hear withouta
preacher 2 And how shall they preach, except they be
sent ? S0, then, faith cometh by hearing, and heaiing
by the word of God.” But it is the alar ming churac e
of mankind, that they ¢ will not seek after God ” & that
they « desire not the know ledge of his w ayi,, To
show us, therefore, that, when te best means ~are used
with them it depends cntitelv _upon the omnipotent a-
gency of the divinc Spirit, to give the ctiectual blessing,
the inspired apostle adds, « But to Isracl d he caith, Al
day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a diso-
bedient and gainsaying people.”  The total depravity
of the human heart perccives no wisdom in the require-
ments, no mercy in the provisions, no sincerity in the
invitations of heaven. The sound of revelation isin
the ears of the deaf. 'The beauties of holiness are
before the eyes of the bind. 'The brcad that came
down from heaven isloathed by those that must feed
uponit - _erish. As the remaining weeds arc the
rankest in the best cultivated garden, so under 2 reject-

a Piroc 20 18 Y. Cor V.21 ¢ Rom. Y0, 13, 14, 15,17
2!
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ed gospel sin and guilt increase more than any wherc else
on God’s carth.  Yet the counsels « T eternal mercy
will not be disappointed. 'T'he revel-tion of divine
grace will, in consequence of human parverseness, obtain
the more glorious triumph throughontthe world. For
the Lord God Almighty will plead his gwn cause in
the earth, and make his own arm bare before all nations.
'T'he eyes of the blind shall be opened. 'Fhe ears of the
deaf shall be unstopped. 'Those thu. were disgusted at
the heavenly food of the soul shall desirgythe sincere milk
of the word. 'Those that fed upon the east wind and
drank in iniquity like water shall hunger and thivst af-
ter righteousness. « 'The tongue of the dunibd shall sing.
For the preparation of the heart in re-n, and the ar-
swer of the tongue, is from the Lord.” < T will work,”
says Jehovah, < and who shalllet 1t 7 My @ word shall
not return unto me void ; butit shcli Lccomplish that
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I'sent it.  Grod has b magmaad his word a-
bove all hits name ;” for, in the constituted order of his
Providence, all the glory of his name and all the per-
fections of his nature depend, under t1e power of his
Spirit, upon the instrumentality of his word to make
them known to men. ¢ The ¢ law oi the Lord is per-
fect, converting the soul ; the testam&wof the Lord 1%
surc, making wise the simpic. 'The statutes of the
‘Lord are right, rejoicing the heart ; tixzcommandment
of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes”

Amid all the glories of the creation purblind maug
would be an atheist, without the light of revelation.
'I'he most active and humble use of reason could never
discover the Redeemer of sinners, unless e were  de-
clared by the Fathier.  'I'he holy sabbath of the Lovd
and all the ordinances ofhis house derive their soleinui-
ty and utility entirely through his word.  'T'his gives
1o prayerall its encouragenient, every moetive by which

g Isiah. 533.10 D Ps 138 2. ¢ Ps 197, 8.
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‘,1t 1s animated, all the matter by which it is enriched,
‘and all 1its ‘blessed tendency to raise the soul
to heaven. Mo this the songs of Zion owe their
sublime supetriority to the songs of the profane. 'The
most eloquent orator, that ascends the sacred desk,
depends wholly onthe word of God for every sentiment
that can awaken the consciences and penetrate the
hearts of men. 'That it « is quick and powerful and
sharper than any two-edged sword,” the experience of
millions attests, Even the water of Christian baptism
and the bread and wine of the sacramental supper
would be unmeaning and useless things, without the
divine word to consecrate them. 'This clothes them
with their momentous significancy and influence in the
most important concerns and transactions of time.

All the encouragement to diffuse the word of God
among mankind arises from its matchless excellence
and most glorious destination. It is the light that
shines {rom heaven to scatter the spiritual darkness of
our benighted world. It reveals its unchangeable au-
thor to be a Grod of boundless and 1mpartml love. It
displays the absolute perfection of his law and gevern-
ment. It contains the only authentic history of his
works, from tlc first corner stonc of the original cre-
ation to the headstone in the new creation of grace.
It places before eur eyes the primitive blessedness of
man in Paradise, the image and darling of his divine
FFather. 1t gives the only clear account of his fall and
ruin. Tt presents a faithful glass, in which every man
may see the despcrate wickedness of his heart and char-
acter, as a fallen creature. It displays the Lamb of
God, who taketh away the sin of the world. It pro-
claims the righteousness by which God justifies the
man to whom he will not impute iniquity. It de-
acribes the nature of that faith by which the adorable
Saviour is received ; and of that universal holiness,

vithout which no man shall see the Lord,. It desig-
mates the infinitely precious foundatior on which God
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builds his church, and against which the gates of hecll
shall not prevail It proclaims in melting accents the
universal invitation of a living Saviour to a dying
world. It discloses the source of all spiritual life and
light, strength and support, activity and growth. It
imparts the assurance that grace shall triumph. It
publishes the joyful tidings, that angels are all minister-
ing spirits; sent forth to minister to the heirs of salva-
tion; and that however the ungodly may despise some
of the little ones of Christs flock, their angels always
behold the face of their heavenly Fa,ther

Under all the calamities of life, and in the dark valley
of the shadow of death, it is the rod of God to guide
and the staff to support his people. If misfortunes
thicken upon them to a tempest, and they are chilled
with fear and horror at the cold-hearted distance of a de-
ceitful world, they find that the bible secures to them
inevery sincere and consistent Christian the friend
that loveth at all times and the brother that 1s born for
adversity. Above all, they find in him, who isthe
great subject of the blble the friend that sm,lmth closer ~
thanabrother. The widow’s tearsof mourning arecon-
verted into tears of joy, while the Spirit brings home
to her heart the consoling word of promise, “Thy
Maker is thy husband.” 'T'he sacred volume sustains
the broken spirit of the orphan with the tender mercies
of a deathless father in the skies. Tt is «alight to the
feet and a lamp to the path” of the tlemblmw youth,
coming forth inanevil world to take the ear ly, and
pr obﬂ.bly decisive, steps ofan endless moral carcer. It
-1s the visible bond of union among all the good ; and
the blessed means of their growing better and better.
It 1s the cord of restraint by “which thcy check the wick-
ed through its hold on their consciences. It is the
means in the divine hand frora which they hope therr
amendment, T'o the old and grey-headed itis the
comfortablc assurance that their covenant Grod will not
forsake them, Itis the telescope by which they descry
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the heavenly world,and habitually realize tha - il
things which are seen and temporal are not worthy to be
compared with «the things which are not secin but ete;-
nal” It is the treasure of treasures which they rejoice.

to think others will enjoy behind them, when'they de-.
part to be with Christ. .

'T'he bible exalts the soul to the noblest aims and fecd :

its hopes with the highest rewards. Its pages shine
with the best examples of character mn all rank: and
conditions, in all spheres of action.in all social relations.
It dlsplays the true and only stable foundation of ¢ivil
nberty, rights and privileges. It powrs the sunbeams
of heaven on the natural equality and mutual duties of
mankind in their social state. It traces all human be-
ings to one origin, binds them all in one brotherhood,
sub]ects them all to one moral covernment, and ciies
them all to one impartial and final tribunal. 1t offers
to them all one common salvation, and invites them =1l
to one eternal home. It prompts "them in their friend-
st.ips to love one another as Christ has loved them. Tt
provokes them to thelove of enemies by the example
oi a (rod intent on the salvation of hisenemies, and of
a dying Redeemer praving, as well as bleeding, for his
murderers. [t crges the most powerful motives upon
every man, not to ¢ envy the oppressor, and to choose
noue oj his Wavs.

In its progress over the earth the bible makes its
path among the nations, not only by its moral and
spiritual benefits, but by its happy influence on all the
improvements, which exalt, dLbOlandatC or sweeten
life. ¥t opens the eyes of men on the manifold work <
of their God. It isa sun in the intellectual firma-
ment, by whose beams the brightest torch of scicice
is kindled. Hence we find, the greatest lights of man-
kind in the various departments of human knowlcage,

uch as Bacon, Newton, Locke. Boyle, Lynneus,
Rollin, Blair, Hale, Jones, Rittcnhouse, Franklin,
Rush, and many others. adorn the annals not of hics-
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then but of Chrissian nations. We trace an aimazing
disparity as to the means and diffusion of cduumou
where the gospel is enjoyed and where it is not.
What hundreds, likewise, of hospitals, dispensaries,
infirmaries, asylums orphan houses, and other charit-
able institutions for the relief of misery and supply of
want, have become honourable monuments of the in-
fluence and destination of the bible in a world of sin
and wo.

To this holy volume the female sex owe their su-
perior condition, improvement, moral cxcellence, use-
fulness and happiness in gospel lands. Facts warrant
the additional remark, that in larger numbers than the
mien, and with as much smceuty, they make it « the
maun of their counsel and rule of their life.” o their
carly nurturing influence, with the bible in their hands
and lLeart, bOLlLtY, bothcivil and religious, i1s much
indebted for many of its brightest and most useful
men. It 1s @ recent glory of the gospel, that so many
beneficent associaticns of females, in° Europe and A-
merica, are contributing very lar(rely to the comfort
and improvement, as w vell as daily subsistence, of mul-
titudes who need their aid. Not a few of them by
their bencfactions and prayers specd the word of God
on its way to those who have yet to learn its value.

T'he bible being the appointed means of the world’s
conversion to (xod it is so composed as to excite in
every true convert an unquenchabledesire for the con-
version of his fellow-men. It brings home to his con-
science and heart the most comm.mdmg claims that
can arise from the divine glory, the good of mankind
and his own gratitude, that e promote its universal
distribution to the extent of his power. Here, as in
other trying cases, the book of God gives a practical
demonstration of its immeasurable superiority to- the
books of men. It is not the Koran of Mahometans,
or the Shastah of Hindoos, but {he Bible of Chustnm,
that is transhted with indefatigable diligence, by the
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aoonday sun and the midnight lamp, in many difiet-
ent and distant places on the globe, into more than
threescore living languages and dialects, that the un-
converted and ignorant may read, become wise to sal-
vation and live torever. 1t is the bible alone, that ori-
ginates its missionary societies, not to extend domin-
10on, but to spread salvation ; and sends its scores of
volunteering heralds to theisle of the oceans, the tribes
of the wilderness, and the darkest corners and remot-
est ends of the earth, on the single and sublime errand
of converting souls to the living God ; whether from
dumb idols, Mahometan delusions or the threatening
torpidity of the most palpable moral ignorance.

'Through the power of depravity infidels may ra-
pidly diffuse the poison of infidelity and atheism, in
books of every form and size from a voluminous en-
cyclopedia to the noxious pamphlet of a sheet. But,

‘when the enemy thusrushes in like a flood, to desolate,
if possible, the civilized world, it is the Spirit of the
Lord in the use of the bible, that lifts up a standard
against him. 'The scriptures of truth are the unfailing
fountain, from which the living waters flow for the
healing of the nations. From them 1is received the
holy mnpulse to write and disseminate eternal truth
{or the benefit of immortals. From them the myriads
of religious tracts, treatises, discourses und periodical
publications derive all their virlue to rcgulate to ad-
vantage the faith and morals of mankind.

The bible is the only book to unite the hands and
hearts of thousands and millions of our selfish race in
expensive and persevering efforts, to bless the world
with heavenly light. Hence the numerous religious
tract societies of the present age. Hence the societics
for the conversion of the Jews ana the enlightening of
the Africans, with here and there, blessed be the God
and Father of us all, a believing Jew and African tes-
tifying the gospel of Christ to his faithless and ignor-
ant brethern. Hence the number and usefulness of
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sunday schools and every day schools of charity, by
which thousands of ignorant children and older persons
are taught toread for themselves the word of life and
salvation. Hence the many national bible societies,
and the hundreds of auxiliary and more limited ones,
gathered from the various religious denominations in
all parts of Christendom, all so actively and harmo-
niously engaged to contribute their money, their time,
their exertions, their influence, that the volume, which
they all believe to be a vevelation from the God of
truth, grace and salvation, may speedily find its way
to every family and individual on whom the sun
shines.

Mahometans and Pagans are strangers to any simi-
lar influence of their own absurd systems. They
know the selfishness which seperates, the superstition
which sacrifices, the persecution which destroys, the
bigotry which frivolously consigns to ruin, and the
cold-blooded indifference which forbears every compas-
sionate exertion while millions perish. But the con-
straining influence of the love of Christ, inducing men
with exalted disinterestedness to wave smaller differ-
ences for great agreements and noble achievements in
the cavse of Grod and man, they know not ; and never
will, till taught by the bible and the Spirit that inspir-
ed it.

The moral temper which distinguishes vital Chris-
tianity 1s altogether unlike every other in the world.
Sabat, the Mahometan, with all his genius and learn-
ing, was a bloody ruffian, who could pursuc and bring
to a martyr’s death his dear friend, the gentle Abdal-
lah, because he had renounced Mahomet for Christ.
His tender mercies were cruelty in the dreadful scene of
blood. But the God of Abdallah, who made him
faithful unto death, had grace for his persecutor. Sa-
hat 1s now a Christian. How transformed the man.
'he lion is become a lamb. His zeal, though
greater than cver, impels im, not todestroy men’s lives

D
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but to enlighten and save their souls. He is already be-
come a translitor of part of the new testament, and,
likewise, an able Christian writer. With all his dis-
uncruxshed powers he is promoting the faith which he
once destroyed. 'The gladdened followers of the Re-
deemer take knowledge of him that he has been with
Jesus, and they glorify God in him.

Such are the triumphs of the book of God. Such
the tokens, that it shall prosper in the earth, and ac-
complish the gracious purpose of its author in the con-
version of the world. I have now to show

III. That God will impart it to the destitute by
some of their fellow-men favoured with it before them.
But this is too obviously implied in what has been said,
and too manifest a truth, to detain us long. It is de-
clired, not only by the express language of divine re-
vela.tlon but by the whole history of its progress in
the world. Men have been the prophets, priests.
apostles, ministers and witnesses of God to their fel-
low-men in every period of time and under every
dispensation of grace. For, notwithstanding angels
were often employed to convey additional rcv elation
from heaven before the scriptures were completed, yet
their communications were made to prophets or apos-
tles or some favoured individuals, who were to pub-
lich them to their fellow-men for general information?
God always intended, not only that his uncreated ond
equal Son should become man, ¢ like unto his bre-
thren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high
priest,” but that it should be the duty, honour and
happiness of men to be workers together with him in
enlightening and converting the world. Adam, Noah,
Abraham, Moses, the eldets Joshua, the judges, the
righteous kings of Israel and Judah, the fathers and
mothers, the influential men, the honorable women,
and even domestic servants were instruments of Pro-
vidence, though not Levitical priests or Christian min-
isters, to communicate the word ef God to their more
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ignorant fellow-men within their reach. Many of
them were uninspired ; and some of them entire stran-
vers to the power of reholon The pungent reproofs
of the prophets to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to
the many thousands of Israel that assembled on 'the hill
of Zion, very manifestly show, that they were far
from being all righteous. Our Saviour’s addresses to
his cotemporaries imply, that few of them were such.

But they were all favoured with « the law and word
of the Liord.” 'When, therefore, in gospel times « out
of Zion” began to « go forth the law and the word of
the Liord from Jerusalem,” into the surrounding hea-
then world, it is doubtless, true, that multitudes were
1 many ways instrumental of their diffusion, who ne-

ver received them for themselves into good and honest
hearts. Numbers of sinners,nevertheless, whileconnected
in visible excrtion with the apostles, ministersand disci-
ples of Christ, may, in all probability, have been over-
whelmed with reflections, convictions, and alarms,
which were made to issue in their final salvation. In
proportion as they were thus active from the impulse
of conscience, their condition, according to the ordina-
ry course of Providence, was the more hopeful. A
similar remark is applicable to similar characters of the
present day. 'They arc not so far from the kingdom
of heaven, as they would be, if they could obstinately
decline all par Ll(:lpd.tlon in the important plans, socicties
and exertions of the existing generation of Christians,

to spread the word of God throuo'hout the world. Yet
it i1s never to be concealed, that “whatever is done to
divine acceptance is done heartily to the Liord under
the vital influence of his Ioly Spirit. God forbid
that any in his presence should fail of this essenti:}
grace.

But,as Grod’s own people are to be primarily mstru
mental in his hand of bringing their fellow-men to the
knowledge of his truth, the bible abounds with pro-
wises of his NCCCsHMNY assistance in duty, exhortation
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to the most strenuous exertions in his cause, and ex-
amples the most animating both for thewr character and
success. “ As a for me, this i1s my covenant with
them, saith the Lord, My Spirit, that is upon thee, and
my words, which T have put in thy mouth, shall not
depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of th
seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the
Liord, from henceforth and forever.” To gospel min-
isters, according to their several abilities and opportu-
nities, God's direction is, “ b go ye intoall the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature.” 'To all his
children he says,« Ye care my witnesses.” He re-
quires it of them to « be d fellow-helpers to the truth ;”
to « ¢ stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, strivin
together for the faith of the gospel ;” and, as far as they
may be able, to « declare f'his glory among the hea-
then, his wonders among all people, to say among the
nations, The Lord reigneth ; blessed & be his glorious
name forever ; and let the whole earth be filled with
his glory.” He expects them all, of whatever denom-
ination, to do their utmost, that his « word may
7 have free course and be glorified” in the earth.
Miracles were necessary to the fulness of the evi-
dence, that the bible is his word ; but they were never
intended to supply the place of human exertion in
spreading it through the world. Hence, though Saul
of T'arsus was arrested in his ruinous and bloody ca-
reer by a miraculous light from heaven shining above
the brightness of the mid-day sun, and by the audible
and awful voice of that divine Jesus whom he persecut-
ed in his members, yet it was from Ananias, a man, by
nature a sinner likc himself, that he was to learn what
he must do. On the same plan of divine grace he was
himself a chosen vessel to bear the Redcemer’s name

@ Isaiah 59. 21. b Mark 16. 15, ¢ Isaiak 43.10. d 3 John 8.
e Phil. 1.27. fPs. 66,3 h Ps.72.19.
i2, Thes 3. 1.
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among the gentiles. Hewas to do the work, that he
might finally reccive the reward, of an apostle. 'When
you shall see him honoured in the day of judgment,
as the acknowledged instrument of converting millions
to Christ by his living labours and his immortal epis-
tles, when you shall behold all that he shall have sav-
ingly benefited to the end of the world rejoicing with
him at the right hand of the Judge, will not the wis-
dom and mercy and condescension of Jehovah appear
with boundless glory in having made men his favoured
agents to communicate his word to their destitute fel-
low-men ? Then every sentence spoken for the Son of
Grod in time shall meet a gracious and eternal reward.
Every dollar benevolently contributed for the spread
of his gospel among mankind shall then be found
an everlasting treasure laid upin heaven, to increase
in value by a glorious interest through a never-ending
eternity. Not an individual, be assured, who now
hears me, will then regret the most fervent prayerful-
ness, the most disinterested zeal, the most liberal bene-
ficence, the most noble selfdenial,the most persevering
resolution, with which he shall have exerted his powers
and used his property to diffuse the word of God a-
mong his perishing fellow-mortals. Let every consci-
ence do its office in the application of the subject. For
all, who shall finally be found among the slothful and
unprofitable, will be cast forever into outer darkness,
where there shall be weeping, wailing and gnashing of
teeth.

From the subject we learn, that the present exertions
of men for the diffusion of the gospel are but a merebe-
gining of what, will soon take place. All judicious
expositors agree that the millenium is near. The
word of Grod is the instituted means of converting the
world. 'T'o this end it must be universally spread.
It1s God’s plan to supply the destitute by such as are
supplied. 'These, therefore, in increasing numbers:
will be promptedtogrowingexertionsby the vast magns-
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tude of the work before them, by the accessions of
helpers and resources to speed their progress, by the
happys result of preceding labours, and the enlarge-
ment of their views respecting the gracious designs of
heaven. But all the gospel ministers and all the print-
ed bibles now in the world would only supply a small
portion of mankind. It has been computed by per-
sons qualified and careful to make the :=cessary in-
vestigation, that a great majority of the mhabltanfs of
East Tennessee are without the stated preaching of
the gospel by ministers of any denomination. Bet-
tween four and five thousand bibles are needed by the
destitute. 1'he supply to the demand is not more
than as one to ten. 1In the world at large the dernand
of preachers and bibles is vastly greater in proportion.
But the plentiful revivals of religion, the crewded the-
oligical seminaries, the awakened attention of the
church to the rehomus education of youth and the
concerted prayers “of Christians in all quarters of the
globe combine with prophesy and the promise of the
S pirit, to insure a large increase of ministers at no great
distance of time. Mlssmnary societies, destitute con-
gregations, new settlements never yet congregated,
will not always seek them in vain. « a Many shal!
run to and fro, and knowlcdge shall be 1ncreased” 1

the earth. Moreover, the printing press is put in such
sacred requisition at the present day, as strikingly
manifests, in connexion with cevelation, that the great-
est use for which God intended the art of printing.
with its best improvements, is to disseminate his word
with rapidity and advantage to all the families on the
globe. Furthermore, the silver and the gold are the
Lord’s ; and, while he is opening the hearts of mil-
ions to contribute freely for his use beyond all former
example, he is remmdmg us, that all hearts, all resour-

ces, all the springs and issues of human activity ave in

e Dan. 12. 4.
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his hands, for the universal fulfilment, diftusion and tri-
umph of his word, tothe praise of theglory of his grace.

From the subject we further learn, that bible soci-
eties, formed, as they generally are, on the equal and
liberal principle of combining promiscuously the ex-
ertions of all who will associate to diffuse the word of
God without note or comment, present the fairest possi-
ble opportunity for all denominations of Christians
and all ranks of men, to manifest their love of the bi-
ble and their benevolence to mankind by their prompt
and emulous co-operation to disseminate it among the
destitute. As all men are imperfect, all denominations
have, doubtless, their errors and faults. They could
not combine to circulate each others comments upon
scripture, while they are no more united about religi-
ous truth. Yet they all held the bible to be the book
of God, and not of man; and it is an honour to
them all, to show their confidence in it by sggcrous
exertions to spread it through the world. They may
justly be confident, that it is above the debasement of
error and party. It commends all that is excellent
and condemns all that is wrong in every denomination.
Its author knew infinitely well, what a revelation
trom himself to men might best contain ; and its con-
tents are perfectly to s mind. He made it for his
own use in the kingdom of redemption. He has de-
clared it to be the means by which he will convert the
world. 1t needs only to be diffused and crowned with
his blessing te answer this end. 1In it God speaks for
himself ; and he speaks indiscriminately to all men.
He gives his own infallible testimony on the most im-
portant subjects in the universe, the topics of religion.
In spreading the bible through the world, without note
or comment, bible societies act upon the sublime prin-
ciple of alluring, as far as possible, their careless feilow-
sinners and fellow-mortals to listen, not to the voice of
man, but of God. No denomination, therefore, can
think lightly of the work of disseminating the bible,
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without thinking lightly of the bible itself. No sect can
fear an injury to its own prosperity, without first ap
prehending that the bible condemns its peculiarities.
All, therefore, of every persuasion, who are honest i
their opinions, must expect that the diffusion of the
bible will spread in the world what they hold to be the
truth. All real Christians are agreed in fundamen-
tals ; and must, of course, rejoice to have the unerring
standard of faith and practice as extensively known as
possible. 'The more they perceive its excellence as a
divine revelation, the greater must be their ardour, that
it may be universally disseminated for the benefit of
their fellow-men.

In like manner, all ranks of men from the highest
to the lowest may find in connexion with bible socie-
ties the fairest field for harmonious cxertion. 'The
annual contributions required are so small,that persons
in the mpst ordinary circumstances can be provided for
them. 'The man who labours by the day, and the
female that lives by the needle or the distaft, can casily
afford one dollar a year to spread the word of God for
the conversion of mankind. At so cheap a rate they
may share the joysof benevolent co-operation with the
most virtuous and beneficent of their species. In bible
societies the artificial distinctions of civil society have
no place. 'The kings and emperors, the presidents and
governors, the legislators, judges and magistrates of
mankind lay by their worldly distinctions, and come
into bible societies, as they do into the temple of God.
upon the footing of equality as immortal beings :
while the ability and the dispositionto do good and
to enjoy it make the only disparity. An emperor is
not denied the liberty and the praisc of beneficence
because he is an emperor. The gift by the Czar of
Russia of more than twenty thousand dollars to the
bible society in his capital, and his yearly additon of
tive thousand dollars, is liberally estimated to the hon-
our of that magnanimous inan, whom the classical pen
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of an American minister has so aptly denominaied the
Titus of the age; and whose highest praise arises {from
his enlightened zeal to diffuse the word of God
tln‘ouchout his cxtensive domintons.  On the other
hand, “the bountiful citizen has his full share of descry-
ed commendation.  Qur own noble-hearted Boudinot.
who from inferior resources and relived life has given
his ten thousand dollass to that glory of our couatr‘y,
thc American Bible Society, receives from a grateful
public a tribute of honour to which the splenders of a
crown could form no clatm. 1n the mean time the
little annual coiitributions and the various cccasiona
donations arc gratefully received, and have their pro-
portional utility in advancing the great object, the dif-
fusion of the scriptuies. Nor are thcy diffused in
vain. For, though the purchase of thie bible is often
carelessly 1‘c“lcctcd by the destitute, yet muitiplied
facts and evidences are alrcady before {he public, and
('ontmually accumulating, wliich forcibly evince, that
bibles given by bible societics arc ajmost sure {0 be
rcad. ]*xcqucutly they procure bercfactions in returs,
to replenish the sources for further distribution. Ma-
ny instances of conversion have already resulted ; ma-
ny more of increased acquamtance with revelation and
improved external conduct, It is by the bountiful

care of a merciful Providence that all who have the
bible have been favoured with it; and, having freely
received this inestimable gift of heaven, generzlly, too
through the unsolicited kindness of men in the first in-
btame, they have the strongest obligations of gratitude.,
frecly to glve to their destitute fellow- -men, . without
waiting for their solicitations.

Let us ‘then, my fathers and brethren of the East
‘Pennessee Bible Society, exult in the truly lberal
nature and object of our association. Let us be ani-
mated by the certainty which our subject a fmds, that

the bible shall be diffused universaily by the agency
Y
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oi men, by our own instrumentality in some degree,
and rendered successful by the blessing of the Spirit
to the conversion of the world. Let us come with
zeal to the help of the Lord, and of the millions of
his creatures who have undertaken to diffuse it.
Though almost among the last, let our combined
exertions be not among the least in this momentous
cnterprise.  Let all the officers, agents and members
of the soc1ety vic with each other in the punctual dis-
charge of t.eir several duties. Let our diligence and
uscfulness invite the best aid of all our fellow-citizens
in this eastern part of the state; and contribute some-
thing correspondent with our obligations to the cause
of the bible in the world. Let our plan of action re-
ceive every improvement which will favour the unal-
terable objcct of diffusing the scriptures without note
or commenl. Let our anniversary meetings be as ge-
ncrally attended as circumstances may allow. Tt
nonc of our efforts be relaxed, while a family on earth
is destitute of the bread of hife. Let us live upon the
bread we dispense to others; and prepare to meet at the
right hand of God the happy souls who shall finally
be.found savingly benefited by the bibles reccived fror
this socicty.

Friends and feBow-mortals of this respectable assem-
bly, the object is before you, for which a collection is
now to be made. ¥f the time did not fail me, could it
be necessary to multiply arguments to move your cha-
rity on this occasion ? Think of the worth of a single
soul, of the many souls you may benefit, the value of
ihe biblc the good 1t has done, and the glcater good it
ts yet to do, the account you must give of all your ta-
lents, and the sure prospect that with what measure
you mete it shall at last be measured to you again,
rcmember that the God of the bible has now his
cye upon you, and then give what you cheerfully van
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into our fund of charity; for the Lord loveth'a cheer-
ful giver.

That we may all approve and practice the religion
of the bible, and enjoy the great salvation it freely of-
fers, may God of his infinite mercy grant for Christ’s
sake. AMEN.






