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A SERMON, &c.

ol $ Gemwene

~ ACTS, XX, 24,

But none of these things iiove me, neither count I my life
o
dear unto nyself, so that I micht finusi my course with
’ o
Joy, and the manistry which I have recerved of the Lord
Jesus ; Lo testify the gospel of the grace of God.

W

h EVER was there a humaa character
clothed with minifterial authority, who was a more
eminent example of minifterial fiidelity, than the apof-
tle Paul the author of our text. No fooner had he
his eyes open to difcover the mediatorial excellency
of the Lord Jelus Ch-ift, than his whole foul appear-
ed captivated with him ; and he cheerfully embarked
in his dignified fervice, with all his talents znd literary
improvements. Neither the banter of the ludicrous
could fhame him ; nor the flatteries of the great al-
lure him ; nor the threats of the powerful intimidate
him : but lle remained under them all, unthaken, de-
termined, and fearlefs. Having a primary reference
to the glory of God and the everlafting f{alvation of
immortal fouls, he prcached the gofpel wherever he
went, in all its purity and power.

Kwowing that he was vefponfible to God, and not
to man, for his fidelity in the work of the miniftry ;
he encountered every difficulty, braved every dange:
and perfevered in his glorious undertaking until the

end of life.
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Arrter accomplithing his miniftry in leffer Alia,
and being about to leave the churches which he had
planted there ; he fent for the elders of the church of
Ephelus to meet bim at Miletus, and addrefled them in
the moft folemn manner. ¢ Ye know, he fays, from
the firft day that I came into Afia, after what man-
ner I have been with you at all feafons ; ferving the
Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears
and temptations which befell me, by the lying in wait
of the Jews , and how I kept back nothing that was
profitable vito you, but have fhowed you, and taught
you publicly, and from houfe to houfe: teftifying both
to the Jews and alfoto the Greeks, repentance toward

God, and faith toward our Lord Jefus Chrift.

¢ AxNp now, bchoid, I go bound in the {pirit un-
to Jerufalem, notknowing thethings that {hall befall
imc there ; fave that the Holy Ghoft witnefieth in eve-
ry city, faying that bonds and afflittions abide me.

“ Bur none of .hefe things move me, necither
ccunt { my life dear unto myielf, fo that I might fin-
ill: 1y courfe with joy, 2nd the miniftry which I have
received of the Lord Jefus ; to teftify th~ golpel of the
grace of God.” |

in turiher difcufling this fubjeft, on this folemn
and ntcrefbing occafion, my fingle defign is,

‘U tiluftrate the doftrine in our text, by affigning
some reafons, why nothing fhould move the minifters
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of the gofpel, from the faithful difcharge of their high
truft.

Axp then clofe the fubje&, with fome pralical
reflettions,

Tue firft reafon I would affign, why nothing fhould
move the minifters of the golpel, from the faithful dif-
charge of their high truft, is ; becaufe they arethe am-
baffadors of the God of heaven, tran{atting the great
affairs of his kingdom on earth.

Thais dignified chara&er, do all the minifters of the
gofpel {uftain ; who are regularly called to the facred
office, and are properly employed in their Mafter’s fer-
vice. ¢ For no man taketh this honor to himfelf; but
he who 1s called of God, as was Aaron.”

In this light, and clothed with this authority, did the
apoftles of the Lord Jefus Chrift confider themfelves,
when they went forth to preach the everlafting gofpel.

““Now then,faid they,we are ambafladors for Chrift,
as though God did befeech you by us; we pray you
in Chrift’s ftead, be ye reconciled to God.  For he
hath made him tc be fin for us, who knew no f{in ; that
we might be made the righteoufnefs of God in him.”

Likg faithful ambaffadors of the God of heaven,
they aflerted the dignity of their Mafter’s charaller,
that he was the Supreme Jehovab, over all bleffed for
ever,—That he was the King of kings and Lord of
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lords, clothed with majefty and honor, and adorned
with every divine perfettion, glory and excellency.—
And that he was the great creator, the powerful pre-
ferver, and kind and conftant benefattor of all his nu-
merous creatures. |

Tuev afirmed, that his kingdom was eftablifhed in
rightcoufnefs—that his laws were founded in equity—

4

that his government was adminiftered in juftice—and
that he was juftly intitled to the higheft love, the uni-
form obedience, and moft profound homage ¢f allin-
ielligent beings. They contended that our rebellion
~in this lower world was impious and wicked.—That
without the lealt pretext we had violated the laws, a-
bufed the goodnefs, and caft indignity upon the cha-
ratter of their Lord and Mafter—and that our oppo-
fition was aimed at the very throne of God, and tend-

ed to introduce the utmoft diforder in his happy do-
minions.

NotwiTHsTANDING all this, they aflure us, that {o
boundlefs was the love, fo nhnite the penignity of
their glorious fovereign ; that he had devifed a gra-
cious plan for our pardon and falvation, which was
accomplifhed at the valt expenfe of the blocd of his
Son.

Tuis Son they declared, ¢ was the only begotten of
the I'ather, full of grace and truth, tac brightnels of

his glory aod cxprefs nmaze of his perfon, m whom
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dwells all the fulnefs of the god-head bodily.” This
Son came down from heaven to earth, took our hum-
ble nature upon him, and fulfilled all righteoufnefs in
our ftead. He obeyed and fuffered—bled and died
—rofe triumphant from the grave—afcended to the
right hand of the majefty on high—and is there exalt-
ed to be a Prince and a Saviour, to grant repentance
and remiffion of fins, to al who come unto God
through him.

In the view of all this, they commanded mankind,
in the name of their Lord and Mafter, to throw down
the weapons of their rebellion, and bow to his fceptre
of grace. They called them to repentance for their
fins, as committed again{t infinitely the greateft and
beft of all beings ; and as odious in their nature, and
deftruflive in their confequences, They pointed them
to tue atonement of the Lord Jefus Chrift, as the on-
ly ground of their pardon and falvation ; and urged
them to return to their allegiance, to the moft high
God, or they muft fink under his eternal difpleafure. .

IN cuuiequence of their fidelity in their mafter’s
fervice, in unveiling the dignity and glory of his cha-
rafter, and the impiety and audacity of our rebellion
againft him, thefe apoftolic ambafladors drew upon
themfelves a train of evils. They were ¢ troubled on
every fide, yet not diftrefled ; perpiexed, but not in
defpair; perfecuted, but not forfaken ; caft down, but
not deftroyed : zlways bearing about in their body
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the dying of the Lord Jefus, that the life alfo of Jefus
might be made mauniicit in their mortal flefh. For we
who live, faid they, are always delivered unto death
for Jefus’ fake. They were in journeyings often, in
perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by their
own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in
the city, in perils in the wildernefs, in perils in the fea,
in perils among {alfe brethren ; 1n wearinefs and pain-
fulnels, in watchings often, in hunger and thirft, in
faftings often, in cold and nakednefs. But none of
thefe things moved them, neither counted they their
lives dear unto themlelves, {o that they might finih
their courfe with joy, and the miniftry which they had
received of the Lord Jefus; to teflify the goipel of
the grace of God.”

ALTHOUGH, brethren, we are not endued with the
fame extraordinary power, with which the apoftolic
ambafladors of the Lord Jefus Chrift were ; yet we
are afling under the fame authority, arc fervants of
the fame mafter ; and are under obligations to the
fame fidelity. Whencver, therefore, we enter this fa-
cred place, we fhould always realize the charatler
which we fuftain, and the awful folemnity of our {itu-
ation. And inftead of {pending our time, in amuling
our pecple, with pompous declamarions and mere mo-
ral harengues, we fhould deliver to tham the inellage
of our Lord and Malter with the utmofl plainneis,and
charge them with thei rebielion sgainft bim,  Iu his
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own folemn language we fhould exclaim, ¢ Hear, O
heavens ; and give car, O earth ; for the Lord hath
fpoken : I have nourifhed and brought up children,
and they have rcbelled againft me !—Ah, finful na-
tion, a people laden with iniquity, a {feed of evil-doers,
children who are corrupters ; they have forfaken the
Lord, they have provoked the holy one of Ifrael to
anger, they have gone away backward !

For their encouragement we fhould affure them,
that God is now on treating terms with our rebellious
world ; and that pardon and falvation are freely ofter-
ed to all, who will return to their allegiance, and bow
fubmiffive to his government. We fhould infift on
the great dottrines of regeneration by the cfficacious
influcnces of the Holy Spirit—of unteigned repent-
ance for all our fins—of evangelical faith in the Lord
Jefus Chrift—and the fanttifying influences of diving
gracc, as abfolutely ncceffary to enter into the king-
dom of hcaven.  We {hiould urge them to live ia the
denial of all ungodlinefs, of every Gnful and worldly
lufty foberly, rightcoulfly, and godly; ¢ ooking for
the blefled hope, and glorious appearing of the great
GGod and our Saviour Jefus Chrift : who gave him-
fclf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of

good works.”
Urox thefe great fundamental doftrines o fthe gof-
pel fhould we firenuoufly infilt, as of primary confe-
B
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quence ta falvation.—Doétrines which tend to exalt
God, and abafe the creature.—Do€lirines which ex-
tol the riches of divine grace, and ftain the pride of
all human glory.—And doéftrines which place God
on the throne of the univerfe, and creatures at his fo-
vereign footftool.

I
{‘ .

Waarever oppofition we may meet with for our
fidelity in our Mafter’s fervice ; whatever trials we
may undergo ; whatever fufferings we may endure:
“ none of thefe things fhould move us, ncither thould
we count our lives dear unto ourfelves, fo that we
might finifh our courfe with joy, and the miniftry
which we have received of the Lord Jefus ; to teftify
the golpel of the grace of God.” With the ancient
ambaffadors of our divine Redeemer, we fhould ra-
ther rejoice that we arecounted worthy to fuffer fhame

for his name fake ; and be animated in his glorious
fervice. |

WLk the kings of the earth are unfurling their
banners, and encountering every difliculty, braving
every danger, and marching through torrents of hu-
man blood, to cnﬂargc the boundaries of their totter-
ing empires :—-Shall not the fervants of the King of
kings and Lord of lords, rife paramount to every ob-
ftacle which impedes their progrefs in unfurling the
banncrs of the Prince ¢f peace, and enlarging the
boundaries ofhis everlaiting empire ? More, brethren,
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infinitely more, arc thofe who are for us, than thofe
who are againf} us.

”

In vain do the natio, srage, and the people imagine
vain things, the kings of the earth fet themfelves and
the rulers take counfel together againit the Lerd and
againft his anointed, faying, let us break their bands
afunder, andcaft away their cords from us. He who
fitteth in the heavens laughs ; the Lord holds them in
derifion : and will maiatain his king on his holy hill
of Zion. |

O v fervants of Zion, who bring glad tidings, get
ye up into. the high mountain 1 —O ye fervauts of Je-
rufalem, who bring glad tidings, lift up your voice
with ftrength ; lilt it up, be not afraid; fay unto the
people, behold, your God! ¢ Behold, the I.ord
God will come with ftrong hand, and his arm {hall
rule for him ; behold his reward is with him, and his
work before him. He will feed his flock like a fhep-
herd, he will gather the lambs with his arm, and car-
ry them in his bofom,”—and proclaims for our encou-

ragement, *“lo, I am with you always, even unto
the end of the world.”

2. Axortuer reafon I would affign, why nothing
fhould move the minifters of the gofpel from the faith-
ful difcharge of theit high truft, is ; becaufe of the de-
plorable {itnation of the children of men, who are in
danger of {inking down into. everlafting mifery,

Oricrvariy man was formed after the image of

—— ‘.’——‘_'—_-—_—‘__——_—

—
e i e N
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his maker, was placed in the molt eligible circumftan-
ces in the midft of the paradife of God, and was inti-
tled to the enjoyment of his favor and love. He was
madc but a little lower than the angels, crowned with
glory and honor, invcfled with the government of this
lower world, and capacitated for an infinite progrel-
fionin holy joy and uninterrupted felicity.

Tuere was no pellilential vapor to defiroy thc
Lealth of his body—no wmalignant paffions to difturb
the tranquility of his foul. | There was nothing in all
the carth to interrupt his pcace—nothing beneath the
fun to divelt bim of Lis fupreme felicity. Not a figh
nora groan was heard in all this lower world.

Bur alas! how foon, and how fuddenly was this
plealing {cene changed, upon our woful apoftacy.
No {ooner did our reftle{s parents, rife up in rebellion

againft the Gou who made them, violate his holy
laws, and caft indignity on his charater and govern-
ment ; thanthey drew upon themfelves a train of the
moft awful calamities. ¢ I will, faid their offended
maker, greatly muliply thy forrow—curfed 1s the
around for thy fake, in {orrow fhalt thou eat of it all
the days of thy life ; thorns alfo and thiftles fhall i
bring forth to thee, and thou fhalt cat the herb of the
field. In the fweat of thy face {halt thoucat bread, un-
til thou return unto the ground ; for out of it waft
thou taken, duft thou art, and unto duft fhalt thou
return,”
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Nor did the awful calamity ftop here ; but it de-
fcended to all their pofterity, who have followed their
pernicious example, and are involved with them in
the fame general ruin.  Hence fays the facred hifto-
rian, re{peling the inhabitants of the old world, the
immediate pofterity of our revolting parents; ¢ and
God faw that the wickednefs of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil, and that continually.—For
all flefh corrupted his way, and the carth was filled
with violence.—They eat, they drank, they bought,
they fold, they planted, they buiided, they married
and were given in marriage ; and knew not until the
flood came, and fwept them all away.”

No {ooner was the world repeopled than it was a-
gain overfpread with human wickednefs. Wherever
men were found, there were found difregard for God,
violation of his law, and a fhameful abufe and mifim-
provement of his goodnefs. They were difpoled ¢ to
call evil good and good evil, to put darknefs for light,
and light for darknels; to put bitte~ for fweet,and fweet
forbitter; to rife early in the morning that they might
follow ftrong drink, and continue until night, till wine
inflamed them ; and the harp, and the viol, and the
tabret, and the pipe were in their feafts : but they rve-
garded not the work of the Lord, nor conflidered the
operation ¢! his hands.”

Tue wmorufying declaration has been repeatedly

i e i =

S
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made by the higheft authority, and it is unqueftiona-
bly true refpetting all mankind in a ftate of nature;
¢¢ there is none righteous, no, not one ; there is none
that underftandeth, there is none that feeketh after
God. They are all gone out of the way, they are

together become unprofitable ; there is none that do-
eth good, no, not one.”

SnouLp any think this an unjuft exaggeration of
the deplorable fituation of the children of men, let
them turn their eyesto the prefent ftate of the world,
and they cannot but be aftonithed at the tremendous
fights. Regardlefs of the fovereign mandate of the
moft high God, who commands us to cherifh peace,
and truth, and righteoufnefs in the earth, and to love
one another as brethren of the fame family ; nation
is rifing againft nation, and kingdom againft kingdom.
We hear of little elfe, than the horrid noife of war
—the awful din of arms—and of garments rolled in
blood. The fack of towns—the depopulation of ci-
ties—and delolation of countries—proclaim aloud,
both the fhocking impiety, and deplorable fituation
of the children of men. Thoufands of our fellow-
mortals are butchered in the ficld of battle* either to
gratify the ambition, or fatiate the rage of afpiring

worms of the duft ; who are grafping after univerfal
dominion,

* Witness the battles lately fougit between the IFrench,
the Austrian and Russian armies, on the plains of Germa-
ny, Moravia, and Ilaly.
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Born the earth and the ocean* are incrim{oned with
human blood; and the cries of the orphan, and fhrieks

of the w .ow are afcending to the throne of God, to
gracioufly interpofe and have mercy upon them.

In confequence of all this, the God of heaven is
angry with the inhabitants of the earth ; and threatens
that he will vifit them with his judgments, ¢ For the
Lord fhall rife up as in mount Perazim, he fhall be
wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his
work, his ftrange work; and bring to pafls his adt,
his ftrange att.— Judgment alfo, he fays, will I lay to
the line, and righteoufnefs to the plummet ; and the

hail fhall fweep away the refuge of lies, and the wa-
ters fhall overflow the hiding place, and your cove-
nant with death fhall be difannulled, and your agree-
ment with hell fhall not fiand; when the overflowing

{courge fhall pafs through, then fhall you be trodden
down by 1.”

NEITHER, my brethren, does the deplorablencfs of
our fituation end berc.  For, we are not only expofed
to the judgmerits of God in this world ; but are liable
alfo, to fink down under his everlafting difpleafure in
the world tc come., ¢ Behold, the day cometh, that
thall burn asanoven; and zll the proud, yea, and all
that do wickedly fhall be ftubble ; and the day that

* Intherccent tremendous engagement of Trafalgar, be-
tween the Linglish and comoined French and Spanish feets.
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cometh fhall burn them up faith the Lord of hofts,
that it fhall leave them neither root nor branch.”

In this deplorable fituation of our fellow mortals,
my fathers and brethren in the miniftry, fhould any
thing move us from a faithful difcharge of our high
truft 7 Surrounded as we are, by thoufands of our fel-
low creatures, immer{ed in fin and obnoxious to ever-
lafting mifery ; fhall we gravely rife in thisfacred place,
and cooly addrefs them on the dread realities of eter-
nity ? Standing as they do upon the verge of time,
ready to drop into a wretched eternity ; {hall we enter-
tain them with tropes and figures, and rhetorical flou-
rifhes ; inftead of ¢ teftifying the gofpel of the gracc
of God ?”” Oh, if we do! we are unfaithful fervants
to our Lord and Mafter ; unfaithful to the fouls com-
mitted to our care; and fhall become inftrumental in
plunging them deep in remedilels ruin. Inftead of
this, we fhould faithfully warn them of their dreadful
danger ; point out the glorious medium of efcape ;
and urge them by all the joys of heaven and horrors
of hell, to flee from the wrath to come. Whether
they will hear, or whether thcy will forbear, we are
to perfevere in warning them with the greatapoftle of
the Gentiles, ¢ both night and day with tears.” Tho?
they may reproach us for our zeal; thoughthecy may
ftigmatizc us as cnthufiafts, ¢ who are turning the
world upfide down ;” and though they may brand us
~as fanatics ; yet, ¢ nonc of thelz things thould move
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us, neither fhould we count our lives dear unto our-
felves, fo that we might finilh our courfe with joy,

and the miniftry which we have received of the Lord
Jelus ;5 to teftify the gofpel of the grace of God.”

3. AnorHer reafon I would affign, why nothing
fhovd move the minifters of the gofpel from the faith-
ful difcharge of their high truft, is, becaufe of the
ihortnefs of human life, and the awful refponfibility
which awaits us beyond death,

W have loft, brethren, both our glory and immor-
tality ; and are rapidly haftening to death, and an aw-
ful refponfibility beyond the grave. It is true, in the
antideluvian world, God for wife reafons protratted
human life to a confiderable length ; but foon afterthe
flood, we find it greatly diminifhed.  As early as Pha-
raoh’s time, we find the good old patriarch faying,
¢ the days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hun-
dred and thirty years ; few and evil have the days of
the years of my life been, and have not attained unto
the days of the yecars of the life of my fathers, in the
days of their pilgrimage. Not long after this, we find
the orainary period of human life, reduced to the pre-
fent ftandard. The days of our years, f{ays the pfal-
miit, are threefcore years and ten ; andif by rcafon of

itrenygth they be fourfcore years, yetis their ftrength,

labor and forrow : for it is foon cut off, and we fiy

away.” Within this narrow circle, is ordinarily inclu-
“\
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ded, the utmofl extent of our time. Here is the far-
theft boundary of our moft fanguine expectations.—
Seventy years, rolling away with as much rapidity as
this terraqueous globe rolls round the fun. Seventy
years, in a world filled with difeafes, accidents, famines,
peftilences and wars. How few, O how few ! ever
arrive at the fcanty period, when comparced with thofe
who are hurried into eternity, before they reach one
half its limits. How many are cut off in their infant
ftate, juft as their lungs begin to breathe the vital air,,
and pulfes beat with animal life 7 How many bloom.
ing youth in the morning of their days, have been
wafted out of time by mercilels dileales ? What num-
bers have fallen a prey to inftant death, when flatter-
ing themf{elves with all the fchemes and profpefts of
life 7 And how many of our people have we accom-
panied to the grave, with the poignant reflefion, that
we have not done all in our power, to inftruét them in
the things of religion, to warn them of their danger,
and refcue them from going down to deftrution ?

BuT this argument derives its principal force, as it
refpe€ts ourfelves, from the confideration, that we
know not how foon we fhall follow them. Our fa-
thers in the miniftry, where are they ? ¢ And the pro-
phets, did they live for ever 7’ They are all gone,
for ever gone, teyond the conlines of time, and

are now inhabitants of cternity, Our venerable fa-
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ther,* who once arofe in this {acred place, and folemn-
ly addrefled us on the great concerns of eternity, is
now no more '—OQur venerable father, who ufed to
lead in our ecclefizftical judicatories, and whofe praife

1s in all our churches, is numbered with the congre-
gation of the dead !

No longer does he preach the
everlafting gofpel.-—No longer does he warn dying
mortals of their danger.—No longer does he lead in-
quiring fouls to the Saviour, and thow them the path
to immortal glory ! But his tongue is fealed in awful
filence.—!is eyes are clofed on all terreftrial objetts.
—His body has returned to its origiual dult, and his
fpirit to the God who gaveit! His holy life, his min-
ilterial exertions, his humble dependence on divine
gracc, and his peaceful death, all combine to warrant
us to hope, he now refts on the bofom of his Lord,

and fhines with thofe who have turned many torigh-
teoufnels, as the ftars for cver and ever.

Soox, very foon, brethrren, we fhall foliow him in-
to the vifible world ; and the places which now know
us, wili know us no more.  Decath may foon be com-
miflioned to arrcft us, and put an cnd to all our exer-
tions on earth, and hurry us down to the gloomy
grave.  Standing, therefore, as we do upon the afhes
of the dead, with that {olemn memento before us,

® The Rev. Jonn Warrors, who deparied thislife on
the Voth of May, 1802 ; after being pastor of the ciurchun
Sulewr fourieen years and cxght months.
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“ be ye alfo ready, for in fuch an hour as ye think
not the Son of man cometh ;” fhall we not be aroufed
to the moft vigorous and perfevering exertions in our
Mafter’s fervice ? Approaching as we are, the verge
of time, ready to launch into a boundlefs eternity ;
fhall any thing move us from the fuithful difcharge of
our high truft ? No: nothing thould do this.—But
our few remaining days fhould be diligently and zea-
loufly employed in promoting the glory of God, and
the everlafling falvation of immortal feuls.

In addition to this, you will permit me to add, our
future refponfibility beyond the grave, to prompt us
to the moft indefatigable exertions. Brethren, we
are not only dying, but accountable creatures. An
awful refponfibility awaits us beyond the grave,
Hear it as recorded in the oracles of truth, and, O,
that it may fink deep in all our hearts !~ ¢ So thou,
O Son of man, I have fet thee a watchman unto the
houfe of Iirael, and thou ihalt hear the words at my
mouth, and warn them fromme. When I fay unto
the wicked, O wicked man, thou {halt furely die ; if
thou doft not warn the wicked of his way to turn
from it ; that wicked man fhall die in his iniquity : but
his blood will I require at thine hand.” How folemn
the charge ? How awful the refponfibility of the min-
ifters of religion ! Thoufands of precious fouls are
committed to our charge, bound with us to the tn-
bunal of God, and deftined for an endlefs eternity.
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If any of them perifh through our neglett, their
blood will be required at our hands ; and we fhall be
chargeable with their everlafting ruin. With what
fidelity and zcal fhould we warnthem ; with what tears
of compaffion fhould we weep over them, and urge
them to flee from the wrath to come ? We fhould
addrefs them, as dying men, addrefling dying mortals ;
all haftening to the fame tribunal ;- all deftined to thé
fame eternity : to whatever hazard we may be ex- |
pofed in confequence of it. ¢ None of thefe things
fhould move us, neither fhould we count our lives
dear unto ourfelves; fo that we might finith our
courfe with joy, and the miniftry which we have re-

- ceived of the Lord Jefus; to teltify the gofpel of the
grace of God.”

4. TuE laft reafon I would affign, why nothing=
fhould move the minifters of the gofpel from the faith-

ful difcharge of their high truft, is ; hecaufe of the
final iflue of this fidelity.

Avrtaouvcy fome of the faithful fervants of the moft
high God have had to complain, ¢ that they labored
in vain and {pent their firength for nought ;" yet
where the gofpel is preached in its purity and power,
and its minifters are zealoufly engaged in faithfully
difcharging all the duties incumbent on them ; there
we ufually fee a ferious attenticn to religion, and
{ouls anxioully inquiring what they fhall do to be fa-
ved ? This was the cafe inaremarkable manner, in the




Y

22

5 apoftolic times. Under the faithful, zealous, and pun-

. gent preaching of thofe undaunted champions of the

- golpel of Chrift ; thoufands of fouls were converied
" unto God, and great additions were made to the
- church. In the name and ftrength of their Lord and

Matfter, they turned the nations from darknefs to light,
arc from the power of fatan, to the living and true
God. ¢ They became mighty through God to the
pulling down ftrong holds, and cafting down lofty
imaginations, and eve:y high thing which exalted it-
felf againft the knowledge of God ; and bringing e-
very thought in captivity to the abedience of Chrift.”

In a greater or lefs degree, has this fuccefs accom-

panied the preaching of the gofpel, from that until

the prefent day ; where fidelity has marked the con-
du&t of the minifters of religion. If inftead of preach-
ing ourfelves, we preach the Lord Jefus Chrift and

* him crucified ; ifinftead of ihe tinfclled ornaments of

human invention, we preach the gofpel in its inimi-
table fimplicity and power; and if inftead of fettling
our people down in eafe and {ecurity by preaching
fmooth things and cherithing the pride and vanity of
the human heart, we aroufe them by the terrors of
the law and urge them by the dread realities of eternity
to flee to the affylum of the gofpel : we may hope to

{ee our labors crowned with fuccefs. 'We may hope
to become inftrumental, in the hands of our Lord

and Malter, in convincing and converting immortal
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fouls, and gathering them into his heavenly kingdom,
Million: we have realon to believe, are now around
the throne of God, who havethus been refcued from
everlafting mifery, and tranfmitted to the realms of
immortal glory.  Aflonifhed at the {fovereign grace
which faved them, their admiring fouls are finging,
¢ unto him who loved us, and wafhed us from our
fins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and

priefts unto God and his Father ; to him be glory and
dominion forever and ever.”

Befides, brethren, the everlafting falvation of mil-
lions of our fellow mortals, this fidelity will eventu-
ally fecure us, the approbation of our Lord and Maf-
ter. At the clofe of a life faithfully devoted to his
dignified fervice, in the great work of the golpel mi-
niftry, we may adopt the triumphant language of an’
eminent apoitle, and through the riches of divine
grace, fay,—*1 have fought a good fight, I have
finilhed my courfe, I have kept the faith ; henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteoufnefs, which
the Lord the rightcous judge will give me at that
day ; and not to me only, butto allthofe alfo who
love his appearing.” On that great and tremendous
day, O brethren, when he fhall come in the clouds
of heaven, with power and great glory ; your fideli-
ty will mect his public approbation before the affcm-
bled univeife, and you will reccive that biefled eulo-
gium, * well done good and faithful {ervants, cnter
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into the joys of your Lord.” Into the New- Jerufalem
you will then be admitted, with the ancient patriarchs
and prophets, with the holy apoftles and primitive
chriftians, and with all the redeemed from among
men ; to drink in thofe rivers of pleafure which flow
from God’s blifsful prefence. ¢ There, they that
be wife, fhall fhine as the brightnefs of the firmament;
and they that turn many to righteoufnefs as the ftars
forever and ever.”

To all this you will perinit me to add, a revenue
of glory willredound to God, in the final iffue of fuch
fidelity. The boundlefs benevolence of his nature,
and the ineffable glories of his charaéter, will fhine
for ever with dazzling fplendor, in the redemption of

myriads of perifhing finners, and their exaltation to the
realms of immortal glozy,

Arounp the eternal throne will be gathered a great
multitude, which no man can number, out ofall peo-
ple, nations, and languages ; finging glory to God in
the higheft, and admiring the wonders of redeeming
love, and adoring the riches of divine grace, With

this happy throng, both we and our people who have
been made the {ubjefts of divine grace and trophies
of everlafting love, will unite ; and bow in the Al-
mighty prefence.  With them, ¢ we fhall fiand be-
fore the throne of God, and ferve him day and night
1 his temple.”  With the thoufands and ten times

ten thoufands of the heavenly hofts, fhall we proltrate
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ourfelves before him, and eternally unite in afcribing,
- % blefling, and glory, and honor, and power to him

who fitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb for ever
and ever,

Trus, brethren, we fee, how cogent are the rea-
{ons, why nothing fthould move us from the faithful
difcharge of our high truft : and why we fhould
¢ count not our lives dear unto ourfelves, fo that we
might finifh our courle with joy, and the minifiry
which we have received of the Lord Jefus ; to teftify
the gofpel of the grace of God.”

IN clofing this {ubject, we have only time to re-
waark, if we are prefled with fo many arguments to
fidelity in preaching the gofpel ; arguments are not
wanting, my brethren of this afflembly, to urge you fo-
lemnly to hear and faithfully improve it.

You are the fervants of the moft high God, as well
as we ; and are under the ftrongelt obligations to love
him with all your hearts, and to bc devoted to his fer-
vice and glory. In confequcnce of our woful apol-
tacy from him,you are all involved in the general ru-
in ; and the gofpel is the great inftrumental mean of
delivering us from our deplorable fituation of fin and
milery, and introducing us into the glorious privileges
of the children of God.

In this fituation, you are hafltening to death, and

mult fhortly lie down 1n the grave, the houfe appoint-
D
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cd for all living.  In this fituation, you are hurrying
to judgment ; and muft foon fand at the awful tribu-
nal of the Supreme Jehovah, to give an account of
your conduét. And in this fituation you are deftined
for eternity, and muft eventually take up your abode
1n a world of happinefs, or world of mifery, accor-
ding to the deeds done in the body.

How interefting, my brethren—how folemn—how
awful, is your fituation ! Upon it is fufpended, ever-
lafting happinels, or everlafting mifery. See, there.
fore, whenever the doors of this houfe are fet open to
you, that you crowd this facred place. Secthat you
punftually attend upon, folemnly hear, and wifely
improve the cverlafting gofpel ; and faithfully dif-
charge all the duties incumbent upon you,

WE moft fincerely congratulate you, in the pleafing
profpeéts now before you ; and that the great head of
the church has fuccceded your laudable exertions, in
fupplying the place of your late worthy paftor.—
While we drop the tear of forrow over our departed
father, we rcjoice with you that God has fent you his
{on* 1n the gofpel; and humbly pray, that he may be
a long and cminent blefiing to you and your children,

Rrmewvrer that the gofpel this day cftablifhed a-

¥ The Do, Samvuer Torn, traimed up i Sulem, and

in habits of intimacy scith has venerable predecesses,
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mong you, will either become a favour of life unto liie,
or of death unto death, to your precious and immor-
tal fouls. It will either become inftrumental in ripen-
ing and preparir.g yu for the realms of unfading glo-
ry : or, O cutting reflettion ! through your mifim-
provement, it will fink you the deeper in remedilefs
mifery. It would be ten thoufand times better for
you, not to have known the way of rightcoufncels ;
than after you have known it, to turn from it, and
{light the offered mercy. ¢¢ For this is the condern-
nation, that light has comec into the world, and men
have loved darknefs rather than light ; becaufe their
decds are evil.”

¢ By, brethren, we hope better things of you, and
things which accompany falvaticn, though we thus
fpeak.” We hope, through the riches of divine grzce,
that ycu will fo improve the everlalting gofpel, that
we may finally meet both you and your children on
mount Sion, the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerufalem ; and all join with the innumerable compa-
ny of angcls and the fpirits of jult men made perfctt,
in finging the bigh prailes of the grcat Jehovah, for

ever and ever.

Fivarry, my fathers and brethren in the mniftry,
Jet the powerful motives which our fubiict prefents
to our vicw, prompt us to the utmoft fidelity in our
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mafter’s fervice. The dignified charalier which we
{uftain, and the important bufinefs which we are tranf-
atting—ithe deplorable fituation of the children of
men, and their danger of finking down into everlaft-
ing mifery—the fhortnefs of human life, and the awful
relponfibility which awaits us beyond death—with the
final and glorious iflue of our fidelity ; are enough
to prompt us to the faithful and perfevering dif-
charge of every duty incumbent upon us, until the
end of life.  Thefe duties will prefently be given us
in detail, by him who prefides on this occafion ; and,

O that they may fink deep in all our hearts, and influ-
ence the whole of our future lives !

ArL things, brethren, are drawing toward a final
and decifive clofe. The prefent ftate of the church,
and of the world, is wonderful.  Who knows butthe
convul{ions among the nations, arc ufhering in the
great day of the battle of God Almighty ? ¢ when
the fowls of heaven fhall be called to eat the flefh of
kings, and the flefh of captains, and the flefh of migh-
ty men,” who fhall fall down flain 1n the ficld of bat-
tle.  'Who can tell, how {oon all the Kingdoms, Em-
vires, and Republics of this lower world will be dif-
folved, and fink in ruin ? Who can aflure us, thatthe
Lord Jefus will not fpeedily dcicend from hcaven
with a fhout, and with the voice of the arch-angel,
and trump of God ; and the heavens and the carth
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fhall flee away before him, and all nations fhall be
gathered unto him to receive their final doom ?-—
¢ Bleffed are they that do his commandments, that
they may liave a right to the tree of life, and enter in
through the gates into the city. I Jefus bhave fent

mine angcl, to teftify unto you thefe things in the
churches. I am the root and the offspring of David,
and the bright and morning ftar.,” Awmen,
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THE pafloral relation being now c}fazjlituted. betwern
you and this church and congregation, it remains
that we proceed to addrefs to you that folemn charge
whick is fuitable and becoming on this important oc-
cqf on,

REVEREND SIR

AND BELOVED FELLOW-LABORER IN THE GOSPEL
OF OUR DEAR LORD,

YOUR firlt and great concern is, (as we
truft you have already done) to give up yourfelf to
the Lord Jefus Chrift cordially, and in love. Indo-
ing this, you will fecure and promote the unfpeaka-
ble happinefs and com{ort of your own foul. You wilt
have the foul-fatisfying pleafure of preaching a known
Saviour, and from your own happy experience be a-
ble to invite others to comc and tafte that the Lord is
gracious. On the contrary, he who is a firauger to
perfonal fanctification, preaches an anknown Chutil,
He is in a condition awfullv dangerous himflf, and
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the profiting of his people will, in all fearfu! proba-
bility, be but {mall. When the blind lead the blind,
there is melancholy reafon to fear that beth will fall
into the ditch,

Trar your profiting may appear unto all, and that
you may be a workman who needeth not to be afha-
med, give yourfelf diligently to ftudy. In your re-
fearches after truth, and that you may know what is
that good and acceptable will of God, give your atten-
tion not to vain deceit, after the tradition of men, and
after the rudiments of the world ; but ftudy the holy
{criptures which are able to make men wife, through
faith unto falvation. Here learn the doftrines of e-
ternal life, and from thefe labor to preach the great
concerns of faith and praétice, that the man of God

may be perfe& thoroughly furnifhed to every good
work. |

\

Wit you ftudy, give yourfelf alfo unto prayer.
Humbly and fervently implore the divine biefling on
yourfelf—on your ftudies—on your miniftry—on
your congregation—on the church of God, and on
the world of mankind,

Be very careful to accompany your ftudies and
your prayers with a good example. Labor to imi-
tate the fpotlels pattern of our divine Lord, that while -

you preach his doirines, you may walk as he allo
walked,
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Ow all proper occafions, as called to it in the pro-
vidence of God, and efpecially on the Lord’s day,
preach the word ; preach not merely {peculative divi-
nity, nor teach for doctrines the commandments of
men ; but preach the foul humbling and creature-
abafing, grace-exaliing and God-glorifying terms of
the golpel ;—the do&irines taught by Chrift and his
apoftles. Hold up to view the apoftacy and depra-
vity of man. Explain and enforce the nature, {piri-
tuality and purity of the divine law. Urge home to
the heart and con{cience the guilt and ruined ftate of
men while unrenewed and impenitent.  Labor to un-
fold the unfearchable riches of grace in the wonder-
ful and glorious fcheme of redeeminglove. Declare
with clearnefs and humble fervor, the perfon, the chaa
ratter and the offices of our divine Lord in the great
work of redempiion, completely wrought out by him.
Infitt on the great diftinguifhing do&rine of regenera-
tion. Shew its nature and necefiity, Explain the na-
ture, and urge the neceffity of repentance. Clearly
point out that precious faith by which the Lord Jefus
Chrift and all the bleflings of the new covenant are
reccived. Open and recommend that pure and gy
love which takes complacence in God and divina
things.

Brixnc home to the hearts of your hcarers the in-
dipenfible obligation of being partokers of gofpel

fantiification, and pralli{ing evangciical cuodicnce,—
. |
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Afcribe to.the eternal {pirit his own adorable work,
in convincing, converting and bringing {avingly home
to God, poor loft finners. Exalt the divine {ove-
reignty in devifing and carrying into execution the
great work of redemption, and caufing all things to
fubferve the divine glory.

Warn finners to flee from the wrath to come.
Labor to awaken the attention of the carelefs, and to
arreft the deftruttive courfe of the profligate. Lead
the broken hearted to Jefus, the healer of breaches
and reftorer of paths to dwell in. Comfort weary
and difconfolate fouls with the balm of the covenant
- —with the fure promifes of God. Eftablifh the
doubting. Confirm belicvers in that good and lively
hope which maketh not athamed. Pluck the mafk
from the hypocrite, and fhew him to himlelf. Do
the work of an evangelift —make full proof of the

miniltry, and fhun not to declare the whole counfel
of God.

'To all proper fubjefls adminifter the ordinances
of God. Break the facramental bread—the bread of
life to God’s humble profciling children ; and in bap-
tifm, call the namc of the facred Trinity upon their
offspring. While you minifter in holy things, re-
mcmber to blefs the people in the name of the Lord—
pronouncing the divine benedition on them.

As a good fteward in the houfebold of God,
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excrcife a jult and prudent difcipline. Invite tothe
Lord’s table all fuch as hunger and thirft after righte-

oufnefs, Bar it againft the infidel, the grofsly igno-
| rant, the profane and the immoral. See to it that
fuch as walk diforderly be dealt with agreeably to the
rules given by the great gofpel Lawgiver.

Catechife and inftruét the children and youth of
your congregation and others, as opportunity may
ferve, undera perfuafion, that the child who is train-

ed up in the way he fhould go, when he is old will
not depart from it.

As God in his providence fhall open a door, vifit
the people of your charge, not merely for the fake of
neighborhood and fociety : but for the more impor-
tant purpofe of fubferving and promoting their {piri-
tual and eternal intereft and welfare. In particular,
vifit the fick and the dying. In this folemn and
important branch of minifterial duty, labor and
faint not. In their departing hours, counfcl them,
and by fervent prayer commend them to him who is

able to keep them, and prefent them before his throne
in exceeding glory.

In a word, make full proof of the miniftry which
thou haft received, that thou {ullil it.  Shew thyfclf
a workman who necdeth not to be alhamed, divid-
ing to every one a portion in due {eafon. Watch o-
ver the flock over which the [{oly Ghoft has made
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thee an overfeer. In doing this thou fhalt be a good
minifter of Jefus Chrift, and fave thyfelf and them
that hear thee; f{o that when the Son of Man
fhall appear at his fecond and final coming, in.his
own glory—in the glory of the Father, and the glory
of the holy angels, you may with the people of your
charge, and with all the redeemed of the Lord, be
prefented before the throne of God, without {pot or
blemifh, in exceeding glory :—And unto the Father
who has made us,, and the Son who has redeemed

us, and the Spirit who fanitifies us, one God, be
~ glory and blefling and praifc forever and ever—
AMEN,

— 336 4 e |
&P THE Charge addreffed to the people, would
have been added, butihe author declined furnifhing a
. copy of it for the prefs 3 the fubfcriders, we prefume,

will confider this as a fuffecient apology on our part for
sts omifion,





