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% RS. JANE HORTON, was a daughter of the Rev,

¥4 Robert Henry, a worthy and pious clergyman, some
ears ago in the Presbyterian church, in Charlotte county,
irginia. Blessed with such a parent, his daughter had
the advantages of a religious education in her youthful
days ; and in the noted revival of religion, in the days of
the eminently pious and Rev. John Smith, she became se-
riously impressed respecting the concerns of her soni and -
a future statc, and shortly after, professed an interest
Christ, and became a member of the church, Removing
sometime after to this country, owing to her unsettled situ-
ation in life, the want of the stuted means of grace, toge~
ther with those doubts and scruples, which are often inci~
dent to the professors of religion, shc was prevented
from an open atiendance on the ordinance of the sacred
supper, as is customary in cther cascs when such difficul-
ties do not occur. But during the whole course of her
life, she maintained one uniform course of moral conduct,
~and manifested an opposition to the sinful habits and cus-
toms of the world, and supported ‘an unblemished charac- .
ter until death. But her latter end was more like the
sun that secms larger at sittiny. IHer complaint was wve-
ry lingering, and she waitedfor her dissolution a long time
before it came. Death was not terrifying to her ; neither
did hc come with surprize, as she had for some time anti-
.cipated her departure with pleasure.  She wished to leave
this world, as she said, not so much for the sake of its
troubles and sorrows, but to be free from all sin, and rest

in a state of perfect holiness with her Jesus, who she ob- -

served was her only hope, and glorious intercessor. She
expressed a sweet resignation to the will of Heaven, and
left an almost unequivocai testimony to her friends, that
she departed to a gloripus state of rest and ineffable felici-
ty. Torecord her dymg testimony, would exceed our li-
mits and designed brevity. Let it suffice to say, It i hum-
bly hoped, she fell asleep in Jesus on the 29th of March,
1808, and is now at rest. Her funeral was preached on
the third Sabbath in May following, at the dwelling of her
brother, Daniel Henry, in Green county. The author had
not the smallest thought of publishing the sermon at the -
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time he preached it; but being afterwards earnestly so-
licited to give a copy for publication, and from the assur-
- ance given that it should be no burthen to the public except.
the reading of it, together with a hope, that by the bles-
sing of God it might not be unprofitable, he did consent af-
- ter some dcliberation and advice, to furnish a copy for
g Jpublication, as ncar as possible after the method in which
it was delivered. God grant, for Christ’s sake, that it
may be blest to every one who may read. .
'T'he author designed the following discourse for general,
as well as special use.* He did not give it as a mere com-
pliment to those soliciting its publication. It contains nei-
ther encomiums or censuves, which are often misapplied,
~ and of which he is not fond in funeral discourses. ~ he a-
+ bove little memoir is sufficient. From the circumstances
detailed to him, together with his own knowledge, from an
acquaintance with the deceased—he selected the text,
and shaped the discourse from it, to answer the occasion
- for which it was intended. /

i

e o IR Y
B e et




PR 1 S
“THE HEAVENLY socmw, &e.

q?zv. viL 9.—% After this I beheld, and o, a great mul-
titude, which no man could nuntber, of all nations, and
kindfeds, and fpeople, and tongucs, stood before the
throne, and before the 1.amb, clothed with white robes,
and palme in their hands.” N |
HE present state, is but the infanc of hunian nature.
Our days are few and evil, and :ge space is narrow
between the cradle and the cofin. Life terminates its
short and unpleasant journey in the grave, and all beyond
is vast eternity, There are two places of destination
to which all the human family are going. A few find
the straight gate, and walk the narrow way that leads to
life ; while thousands rush down the broad road that leads
to destruction. These latter go away into cverlasting pun-
jshment, but the former into life eternal. S great 1s the
difference between the future abodes and exercises of the
saint and sinner, that, vhile the one is comforted, the oth-.
er is tormented. So great are the joys of the -
- the torments of the other, that the efforts of men sl
gels fail in the description. In the holy scriptures our bo.
dily sense~ arc addressed, and cmployed on these subjects -~
_ to assist our faith ; and the strongest metaph rs and bold-
est figures are there used, to convey to our minds those
important lessons, with which it is necessary for us to be
acquainted. ‘Those descriptions of heaven and hell with
which we mect in the sacred writings, arc generally made
up of such metaphors, as scrve to ro 'esent the one in a
point of view the most glorious and witracting but the o-
ther, a place of exquisite pain and anguish. A paradise
with all its pleasure—a Canian with all its exuberance -
and fertility—a city with ull its magnificence and spleudor
—a Kingdom with all its grandeur and glory—rivers of e-
ternal pleasures, These are some of the faint emblems
of heaven. Such materiul chjects with which wc are con-
versant, and which excite pleasure in the mind through
the medium of the senses, uxe only used to assist our know- ~
n
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ledge, and raise our views respecting spiritual things, and
’ ezecially the future happiness of the righteous. the
other hand, gnawing worms, and gnashing teeth—lakes of
fire and brimstone~bottomless pit and smoky furnace—
devouring fire and ever burnings, are the usual em-
blematical representations of the dreadful torments of the
wicked in their state of infernul anguish, and everlasting
punishment. But all descriptions fail. ‘

We talk of heaven, we talk of Aell,

But what they mean, no tongue can tell ;
Heaven's a place where pleasures are, *
But hell the chace of despair.

With regard to heaven, my brethren, we need not per-

x ourselves as some have done, by a restless anxiety to

, how, and where, it will be; whether in the regions

of the air, or on this globe, when it shall have become re-

~ fined by the great conflagration at the last day, or whe-

- ther it be local, and have a vertain form. Tobe EVER

~ with the Lord—to be LIKE him, and to SEE him‘as he

i3~—to serve him day and night in his temple—surely this

is cnough—=this will ravigh *he soul forever. Such

a prospect once reconciled an old Testamént saint

to the troubles and difficulties of life; produced

the most cheerful acjuiescence in the Divine Pro-

- vidence, and drew from him this soul-comforting lan-

guage: “ As for me, I will behold thy face in righteous-

ness : I shall be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness,”

The Eternal presence and fruition of Him, who is GLO-

RIOUS IN HOLINESS, will make heaven wherever it

may be. His ecternal absence—the sinner’s -everlasting

separation from Him; and the furious reflcctions of a
guilty soul, will no doubt be an awful hell.

* It 1s the former of these subjects, my brethren, to which

your attention is now solicited. The living and dying tes-

timony of our departed friend, whose memory we now

commemorate, constraincth that charity which hopeth all

things, to place her in the happy number of glorified

spirits—in the ‘* gencral assembly and charch of the first

born,” The subject we have chosen, evidently represents

heaven to he # nlace of society ; and from those circum- .

- stances, with which we «re made acquainted, respecting

% the case of her, whose departure is the occasion of this

solemnity—we shall endeavour to shape our discourse

. from the subject, in such a way as to suit the present oce

7. casion, |




THE BEAVENLY SOCIETY, e, y -

The vision contained fn the first cight verses of the
chapter, appears to be a represcntation of the state of the
true church on earth for a short space. of time, supposed
tu be in the days of Constantine the Great, between the
year 323 and 337, when the church enjoyed a calm and
peaceful state. The number in that period, are figura-
tively expressed by an hundred and.forty-four thousand, a
large determinate put for an indeterminaie number, as
multiplied by twelve a squarc root, and then by a thou-
sand, to be an emblem of all the called and chosen of God
in that age ; consisting of Gentile as well as Jewish be-
lievers, who being the truly spiritual Israel, are spoken of
in verse 4 as such, in allusion to the twelve faithtul tribes
that sprang from Jacob, and whose posterity were the
true and visible chiurch, according to God’s covenant with
Abraham. Inthe cnumeration, the tribes of Dan and. -
pbraim are left out, as having been ringleaders in idola-
try, and so not fit to Lbear a part in the emblems of the
pure church of Christ, which, consisting not merely of
the natural seed of Israel, but of Jews and Gentiles toge~
ther, are figuratively cxpressed by sealing thosc f the
twelve tribes of Israel,

But the vision of the innumerable company in our text,
is evidently a representation of the glorious state of the
church triumphant in heaven, consisting of all true be-
lievers, collected out of different nations and kindreds of
the earth ; cven all the elect, wheresocver they were scat-
tered through the world. Those, when gathered home to
their glorious and blessed state, make a great assembly
and an innumerable multitude.  There their tribulations
are ended, When God will dwell amongst them, and wipe
away all tears from their eyes forever. In farther pur-
suing the subject, we shall briefly attend to the following
method :—

1. Endeavour to describe the heavenly society,

II. Shew wherein will consist the happiness of that so-
ciety.

IfI. Muke a few reflections by way of improvement.

1. We shall endeavour to describe the heavenly society,
A number [ hope in this assembly. are on the way te im-
mortal glory and happiness. Your souls, my dear bre-
thren, arce longing for the happy period to arrive, when
you shall take your flight from this stage of sin and sor-
row, and be at rest, You have tasted of the wholesome
fruit of the tree of life, and the streams of that river which
make glad the city of God.  You contemplate, cre long,
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| h the merits of our glerious Redeemer, to bid adiew
~ to this unmatisfying world—spring from this darkling vale
~-leave the shores of dull mortality, and fly beyond the
;grnve. It does not now appear what you shall be, nor -
nath it entered into your nearts to. conceive, what God
. ‘hath prepared for you. Your journey is not yet ended, .
and you have perhaps to sigh a few more daysor years, in
this vale of surrow. But willit not animate your heavea .
buorn souls to be informed a litde of that blessed society,
ih which you expect-shortly to be numbered? Willk -
ot be Teviving, to draw away the parting veil for a mo-
" ment, and see of whoin-this blessed sogiety will consist? -
Here behold, E L
" 1. Jesus, the glorious Mediator.—-He who ance toak on
 him the likeness of sinful fleeh, and wac found in feshion
- @8 & man, who grouned in the garden, and expired on the
eross—who died for our sins, and rose again for our justi- -
Hcation. This very seme Jesus ** is gone up with a shout,
and our Lord with the sound of a trumpet.”” Yecs, the
- Lord is risen indeed, and is now exalted at the Father’s

"~ yight hand, and ever liveth to make intercession for his

church. There he sits in God-like majesty ; ten thousand

~ smiles in his face, and love in every smile.” He appears as

a Lamb that had been slain, and by his merit and media-
tion, he recommends his bleod-bought inhcritance to the
divine favour. He is the head ef all principality and pow-
 er-the head of the church-~the eternal bond of union—
the sun that enlightens that world, and the gloriogs ebject
of everlasting praise and adoration, to saints and angels.
There the refulgent beams of his dazzling glory, irradiate

. .. theheavenly mansions, and eternally excite the songs of
* *~ the redeemcd, who, with thc blessed angels circle round

~ is throne, while the seraphims veil their faces, and cover
their feet with lioly reverence, and with adoring wonder,
‘cry day amd night, * holy, holy, holy is the-kwid of Hosts
=thie whole earth is full of his glory.” 1t .weuld be im-
possible for suclt sinful beings as we arc, ever to hope for,
or even conceive of a heaven without Jesus, As soon
roight those little lamps that shine with borrowed light,
flluminate this vworld without the sun, as for us to shine
inheaven without the borrowed rays of the sun of righte-
‘ousness. Had he never assumed our likeness, we never
covld have been made Jike unto him, That maphood
which he took upon him when he appeared in this world,
he did not leave behind when he ascended into glery, And
so completely did hie open up the way when he wagxecciv-
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ed up ¥#e hcaven, that now with cheerful expectation, we -
look forward to that blessed period, when ‘ he shall
change our vile body, and fashion it according to his glu-
rious body.” O thenmy brethren we shall be like him for
we shall see him as he 18, andbe satizfied with his lkeness.
As the Wne is to the branches, or thc head to the other
members of our body, so is the God-man, the Lamb in the
midst of the throne, to all the members of his mystical bo-
dy. Not one of those for whom he 12id down his life shall
ever tﬁeruh s not one shall bo absent. * Father, says he, I
will that they also whom thou hast given me, be with me
where I am ¢ that they may behold my glory, which thou
hast given me.” And tohis dear disciples he says, “1 go
to prepare & place for you : I will come again, and receive
you unto myself ; that where I am, there ye may be also.’
O what a Society must that be where Jesus the glorious
Mediator is the head ! And how unspcakably hapg must
those glorified spirits be, who are cver with the Lord and
behold his glory !

9. The blessed Angels shall form a part of this socie’y.
Of these celestial spirits, we know bt lititie. They ap-
pear o hiave been the first of God’s creation, ara were
present when he created the heavens and earth, at the
sight of which, these ¢ morning stars sang together, and
these sons of God shouted for joy.” But the work ol re-
demption being more glorious and amazing, their songs &™
changed into a holy wonder, and adoring inquiry, I *
mueh that, as it were, with out-stretched necks,” they
desire to look into these things. They have ever since the
cregtion been employed as instruments in accmplishh;s
the divine purposes, and executing the judgments of G
upon his, and the church’s enemies. The Apostle tells us
that by the church is made known to them the mani
fold wisdom of God, with which also they hold an uni g

/rupted intercourse on earth, for they are continually A%
/ cending and descending on the son of man. They attend
' on the bride the Lamb '

s wife, being * sent forth to minis-
ter for them who shall be heirs of salvation.” They en-
camg) around the dwellings of the just, and at length shall
conduct us to the throne of God and the Lamb, and we
shali dwell among them, Happy spirits ! they never sin-
ned as we have done. . They never felt the pangs of re-
morse, but in perfect holincss and innocence, enjoy the
smiles of heaven continually, When the son of man shall

came tv judge the world, then shall theholy angels be with
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him.- They will be present at that grand assize when
the books are opened, and when the wicked shall be turn-
ed into hel], and the righteous received into glory, this
“Innumerable company of angels’ shall join in concert with
 the general assembly and church of the first born, and as-
cribe blessing and glory, and wisdom, and thaﬂisgiving,
and honor, and might unto our God for cver and ever,
Gilorious company ! blessed socicty ! O happy associa-
" tion ! What rivers of pleasure '—-What pure immortal
fgg—.wm ineffable delights shall the ransomed of the
.ord experience while they adore him with unabating
rapture, and worsbip him with uninterrupted pleasure in
his heuvenly temple above, while the Lamb in the most
immeciste and delightful manner will refresh and com-
plet~'; satisfy them with the most refined and transport-
ing, sul:stantial and noble enjoymeuts, ever fresh and
flowing, to the utmost of their enlarged capacities and de-
sires. Aund O with what harmonious concert will all these
holy angels join in celebrating the praises of God’s per-
fectibns, and of his werks of nature, providence and
grace ' ' f :
3. T'hs society willcomprehend ell good men. We are
by nature children of wrath ; degenerate plants of a
ttrm{g’; vine, conceived in sin and brought forth in inigui-
- ty. e are destitute of the moral image of cur Creator,
angd there is no good thing dwelling in us. Being by na-
- ture unclean, and in a state of moral depravity and pofiu-
tion, we are totally unqualified for the spiritual exercises
~~ and boly employments of the heavenly state, There must
be a change, not of the cssence or faculties, but of the

%mlﬁes and dispositions of the soul. The will must be

. Yerrged and holy dispositions implanted before the heart
7ot Bivea suitable relish cr moral taste for the holy beay-
ty and exgellence of divine things, This moral change
~ “which is effitcted by the operation of the Holy Spirit on
‘the Heart, is that which constitutes an essentia{ gx‘enc’e

; - betweun the regenerate andanregenerate part of mankind.
"+ Itisinthis view only that men can be properly called

"good men : for while unregenerate, there is none that do-
*eth good ; none righteous ; no not ane, However mild,

~#4 blameless, and moral men’s external condgct may appear
“" "tpthe world, yet if they are not regeneratedor born again;

«Aiasy cannot sce the Bngom of God, No man can call
Jénng, Lord, but by the Holy Ghost ; and withoyt faith it
is impossible to plense God. The actious of unregenerate
men abstractly considered may be good and profitable to

o
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mankind, yet owing to the improper motives which ex-
¢ite them, the principle from which they spring, and the
end they have in view, they are entirely and essentially
defective ; because they spring from and terminate in
self as the all, instead of a supreme rd to the general

, and tiie glory of God and his kingdom. In short,
fipne strictly and scripturally speiaking can be denomina-
ted pood men, but those who arc regenerated and bora
feom above ; and no sacrifice can be acceptable to God,
but by Jesus Christ. These are called living stones,
. bullt up a spiritual house unto God : they are the excel-

tefit ones of the earth, being born, ‘not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of Geod.’
A iof these, how great the multitude which no man can
mamber, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
g ! What an august assembly when all the ransom-
ed ofthe Lord shall meet in one general assebly ! What
- pure delights, and everlasting pleasures shall they ex-
perience in the presence of the king amidst the usnsullied
cnjoyments of the heavenly state ! In this life there are
three things which preventthe full socicty of good men ;=
they are separated by distance of time ;—distance of
place j—and difference of sentiment. The souls of good
men are knit and bound together by the purest ligaments
of disinterested affeetion.  They are relations for eternity,
and expect to dwell together in glory. But distance of
time has longprevented that full society and happy inter-
course of good men on eurth, which is so sweet and de-
sirable. We have heurd of righteous Abel—of holy B
« noch who walked with God—of Noah, Abruham, Iszac,
- and Jacob, Moses and Job, and wany others eminent for
picty. But we have never seen these good men, Could
we but only see and converse with them, what a heavens
ly intercourse it would be ! Were they now on earth we .
might lcarn from them to walk with Ged too ! YWell, in & -
very little time we shall see them all, O wiint @ blessed.
assuciation will it be! There behold the good old pa-
triarchs and goodly Prophets ! Yesus and his holy Apoge ..
tles, and the long list of martvrs, vwhose blood was shed™
for the testimony of Jesus,  Here aiso thousands and mil- -
lions more of whom we never heard, bought with the
same blocd and ransomed by the same power, No long
centurics shall ever roll between the redeemed of the
Loxd any more.
_But here also we are separated by distanceof place.
The church of Jesus Christ is not confined to one particu-

-
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‘416 globe. The family of the faithful is consi-

Sgdve in Europe and Americagiiithere arg a

» évd Africa, and the lesser fiies G
with vast waters contain thousands mop ;
to a pious mind to reflect, that on every Siifd’s day there
are hundreds of faithful watchmen op Zdtn's walls sound-
ing the gospel trump all at the same time in different parts
of the world, and hundreds and thousands more that hear

_the joyful sound, and are on the march to the heavenly
Canaan. .But mountains lift their tall sammits, and oce-
ans roll between the dedr followers of Jesus. Some of our
dearest relations and friends, whom we ardently esteem
on account of their early lessons of wisdom and examples
of piety, are often abseut and at a great distance from us.
The consideration of never seeing them in this world a-
gain, greatly abates our pleasure. Well, we shall all
mect in glory, and part no more. No bleaky mountaios,
with perpetual snows, no frozen seas or boisterous oceans
with waters deep and wide; no solitary island or wide
spread continent, no- intervention of time, place, or cir-
cumstance, shall ever sunder the dear people of God any
more. Nothing shall ever separate them from eternal in-
tercourse and communion with one anothep amidst the infi-
nite splendours-of ecternal glory,

But'good men are often separated here by difference of
gentiment. Real Christians do not differ so much about
the only foundation which is laid in Zion, but it is mostly
in the superstructure where the greatest difference lies.
While some build on the foundation, gald, sitver, and
precious stones, thie pure truths of the Gospel ; others in-
termix more or less of wood, kay, and stubble with their
building, - When every man’s worc shall be made mani-
fest ; for the day-shall declare it, '»ocause it shall be re-
vealed by fire, and the fire shall try every man’s work of

~what sort it is; then if any man’s work abide which he
hath built thereon, which no deubt will be the case of the

“gold, silver, and pirecious stones, he shall veceive a re-
ward. But on the other hand, if anv mun’s work shall be
burned, which certainly will be the case of all unsound
materials, all unauthorized human inventions which may
have been brought into the building by any Christian, he
shall suffer loss : hut he himself shall be saved , yet 8o as
by fire. 1, Cor, 3. 1115, This ought t: widen a little
the limits of charity us exercised by some of our modern
religi mists, and sclf righteous teaclers, who can with un-
reserved boldness, and disingenuous freedom, brand large
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ymunitics' with holdisg forth doctrines whigh are hatch-
th hell and handed fbm the devil, and pleasing to the
s 8hardened sinners and carnal firofessors. 'They
ain to themselves a little more credit, if they were
more modest and charitabie in their cgnsures respecting
their - Christian neighbors, considering that them-
selves may have a considerable portion of perishable ma-
terials in their superstructure, which they may yet rejoice
to see flaming at last, although they retain tfam now with
the greatest tenacity and confidence. This eught also to
silence the ungracious cavils of the ungodly agamst religi~ .
on on account of the difference of sentiment amang its pry- -
fessors. - They ought to remind themselves of theip-oWn =
dangerous condition, and not reject religion because 'Chris

tians are divided into various classes, aull distinguished by .
several peculiarities. As for thosc who may call them-
selves Christians, and at the same time deny the deity,
atonement and justifying righteousness of Christ, and con-
sequently reject the only foundation altogether, and substi-
tute in the place thereof a huge mass of -wood, hay, and
stubble, both for the bottom and superstructure ; our cha-
rity is not put to the test respecting them ;-—they canpot
be Christians ;~-they must suffer loss without salvation...
But as truth is the bond of union, we nccessarily fecl mare
attached to those, whose principles and dispositions are -
most congenial with' qur own. Son:etimes the diffepeibes
among Christians are so small, that Christian love and =
affection bears down thesc little barriers, and they meet
ther on the sweet terms of brotherly intercourse and
holy friendship. At other times, sorrowful to relate ! they
seem to be shy and stand aloof from each other as if a
culd mountain were between, Prejudice | thou bane of
Christian fellowship ; thou art one of thase * little foxes
that spoil the vines.”  But in Heaven there shali be no’
dissentions. Charming, cheering thought ! QOne blaze of
light shall illuininate every heart; and as the sun shinin
in his meridian splendgpr is to this world, so shall Jesus
be to that blessed scelety, O happy day ! when all the
redcemed of the Lord shall come to Zion with songs and
cverlasting joy upon their heads ; when every intervening
cause shall be taken away, and they experience no kind of
interruption or scparation forever, It will then be known
whethey we were chosen in Christ before the fmnx%axion
of the world, or whether we were chosen on condition of
our faith and repentance. ‘Lbe same truth will be view-
ed and the same object cmbx"fgced, and Christ shall be ali
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in ail, And now brethren, behold this
bléssea soclety 'Som{ from all parts of the world, ”%
from every geherati;}n since the commeucemgnt of the
gospel dxspensahdx, Here are men of ‘all, climes who ne-
ver met before; the shivering keelander lqa the sun-burng
Modr-i—the' Asiatics and the sable sons of Africa ; 3
tawny' tribes of the desat, and the more civilized sons a
danghters of ‘Euyrope and America ;—Nere all Christ's,
thfui shepherdl, with, the lambss they  gathered au;a
th?ba m parents with. thei;ﬁ
wives, hmther; and sigs

ters, who nernnme Lord tof ther ;and the s of
ciﬂe infants  caught from womb and breast, bemg '
idsen to everlasting life without any forcught, or require-
:xseknt of 'those’ 0 1im of1 salvation they were never
to rﬁg‘m ata mxomcompsny"
A W[ ! ho!y, ejnntc

Death no more sha mal‘e you fegr !
Sin and ;orrm, frain audanm,
Shall no more disturb you Iu:rc.
now ye chil o{ Jof this e,
venI socicty whu:h you have tn e tion of joining
when youleave this world, and quit your 4 ﬁresome pilgrim- :
"age? Does not the thmight raise thy dmopmg spirits,
that in a very short time shall Jeave thig hosue of olay,
to dwell among them étere? O then & Ver raise thy
dyooping head, cast an eye towards thosq heavenly man--

sions, and quic;ken thy pace in thy christian epurse, and w

rce wait till the great shephard. appesrs to take you
me to rest with him forever.

TI. We are next to shew wherein will consist the hapgau.
‘ness of this heavenly society,
‘1. There they shalii be all holy, If all the mhabhnt:
. of this world were holy, we should aguin have a para-

diﬁ on earth. The nnmhy.ed streams of l;asgre ould-
again flow rownd the world, and the Idren of men
- would he happy. ‘But this is not the case : good man’
.here finds hig pleasure much abated by the refiection that
the¢ world around him is lying in w:ekedness and perhapc
some of his neurest relations are fartherest from the king-
dom of heaven. In his own house he fiode himselt among
dead seuls, and is  surrounded with many more at the
house of God.. While he resides in Sodom his nghteaus
soul Is vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked ;
and with the Psalmist he is ready to cry out, * woc unto
;me shut Tsvjourn in Mesech and dwell in the tents of Ke-
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"8t He rarely finds a society of his fellow ‘creaturgs
bit éié greater or less number are unholy. The tighteoiis
‘and the wicked mingle in the same ':on‘gre tion, and it Is
seldom that a dozen can be found in a family, or society,
of whom it may be said; they are a// Christians. There
~"Is either some Judas among the disciples, or unholy sinner
‘among the whole whe makes no pPretensions to religion.
“But none of these thirigs are found n heaven : there we
"shall never behold a sinner, nor- be grieved with their
conduct any tore. It will then be 'as impossible to find &
sinner in heaven, as a maint in heli. No, ‘there shadl
in no wise enter into it, any thing that defileth, neither
whatsoever worketh abomination or mpaketh a lic; but
they who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.’ If heg-
ven were a place suited toa carnal mind, and affordé
the gratification which unregenerate men effect, then ip-
deed unholy men might find such happiness_there, as in
ftheir state they are capable of regeiving, But heaven
. holy place, the habitation of a holy God : it is filled wit
myrids of Aaly men and angels, who are ‘c:_,grcisinf them-
selves incessantly jn the Ag/y employmenta of praise, Wb
adaration. . An_unhgjl{“crcature‘ must be deatitute of thos
alitles which constitute a meetness for the hegvenly .

ieritance, and will be forever incapable of relishing, o»
articiputitig the joys of heaven. { would there
in that place suited to the taste of an unhioly beibg ? Cogld -
ke delight in the society of the glorified, whom he so little
_resembjes, or find communion with them in exercis
which were here his burden and aversion? Could he
_whose ?iﬁt is defiled with sin, find pleasure in the pre-
sence of God who being omniscient and holy could not but
discern and abhor his defiled condition ¢ Would not a
consciousness of his power terrify him, and a recollection
that he had once cast innumerable angels out of Keaven
appal him ? If sectet intercourse with God in the cham-
ber, and social fellowship with him in the public assem-
bly, have bheen & mere task instead of a delight, how
can we suppose that unhaoly men should instantly find a
Icasure in these thiggs in heaven ? How could they e‘s:
ure to spend an eternity therein employments, for whic
‘they Fad no taste ? But we are asg that * g8 the tree
alleth, so it licth, that he who is utijust, will be unjust still,
and he who is Rlthy, will be g wEi.lll.’ I'can as soon be-
Jieve in the redemption of the devll, as In the fedemption
of amied souls from hell; becaws, they a1 under the
cotde of the sime Yaw and under m gations to obey.
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But the very essence of the pleasures” of the heavenly
state will consist in holiness. The saints shall be all holy,
and  completely separated from the wicked forever:
50 that there may as soon be found a saint in hell, as a
sinner in heaven. Bat we farther observe,

2. They shall be emincntly hoty. \We rejoice in the so-
cicty of good men when ¢ mect with them : we find a
degree of approbation and fee! such pleasure tivit our af-
fections scem to be cemented, and we appear to have a
oneness of heart with them,  Their meckness and humi-

ity, their heavenly waltk aad gudiv conversation, their
love to Josus and his holy cause, ull these things create in
us a preposscssion in their fuvour, But wlas ' by and by
we discover so manv defects ; in some a little pride, in o-
thers a little covetousness, and mauay other little thirgs,
which like the spots in the san, though they do net obscure
its rays, vet become a blemish.  Ilere unbelicf begins to
fret and minvur ;. discontent prevails; and heoven-born
Charity hersclf stands pausing and scems at a Joss what to
say. Chyistians have their weakuesses and tuilures, and
the hest of mon are not free from mperfection and Liahili-
ty to go astrav. But ever bLlessed be the name of the
Lord ! there shail be found no spots or blemishes in Hea-
ven. The menibers of that blessed society shall never be
grieved with each other any mere,  There all shall shine
1w white robes, :nd be presented beiore the throne, with-
out spot or wrinkle, or any such thing ; clouded charac-
ters shull elear up;  innocence shall appear in white gur-
ments, and then of a trath, ¢ the king's Jdaughter saall
appear all glorious within,” O what a blessed company
must that be, where all shall be prerfectly and eminently
holy !

O vlurious hour ! O blest abode !

I shall be near and like my Gad ;

vAnd flesh und sin no mare control

e wacred pleasures of the soul,
» 5. Tuere will be compibete hapfitness in this society as
weil as holiness.  If there be any real happiness in this
life, doubtless 1t is to be foundin religion. Many who
have tried both sides of the question, bear an unequivo-
cal testimony in favor of rcligion. The same testimony
we often hear from the lips ofb many who never cxpefi-
enced it, though for the most part their practice is against
it. A wicked Balaam while he secks for permission to
curse Isracl for the sake of gain, at the same time wish-
¢s to die the death of thic rightcous, and that his last end
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ma{be ke his. Good mén are the exceéllent ones of the
_earth, and they are lookiirg for thelr iheritance in a bet-
. 'ter world ; their portion {s nét inthis Hfe, -and they do

not #tk complete happiness here. A “David’s eyes some-

‘tlmes * run down with rivers of water,” and a mourn-
ing Jeremiah’s * heart is pained and his soul weepeth sore
In secret places,” because of the pride and transgression
“of ung'ﬁ‘y men. Many of our sorrows in this world a-
‘rise from sympathy ; and religion not only allows, but
teaches s “'to weep with those that weep, to bear each -
others burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ.”. A holy

Job is ‘sugden ‘g siript of all his earthly comforts and
sorely b by Sattan ; one poor Lazarus lies “ at
the tich o te full of sores,” and another * whom

‘the Lord joveth is sick.” Here a dear friend is called to
‘lametit the loss of an affectionate wife, a faithful husband,
an only child, or a tender parent ; death breaks asunder
the atrongest ties of friendship and those tender cords
which bind relation together. Pained limbs and aching
‘heads’; dying groans and yawning graves, sorrows, carés
and ‘diﬁcnlﬁe; of life ; temptations, fears and disappoint-
ments ;~these greatly diminish from the happiness of so-
clety and abridge the pleasures. of life. But these trou-
bles are only for a nightand then cometh joy in the morn-
ing. Soon the rightcous go where the wicked cease from
troubling, and the weary find rest. In heaven are no
tears, sorrow and sighing have no place there, but each
“shall be as happy as his capacity will admit. There the
church shall be at rest, and the inhabitants of that hea-
venly world shall never say any more, “Iam sick.”
They shall never hunger or thirst any more ; and sin and
death shall forever fly from those abodes of eternal rest
and plecasure. O what shouts of victory and triumph!
what eternal anthems & hallelujahs to Godand the Lamb
will ring through the New Jerusalem when the full chorus -
of saints and angels with sweetest symphony and heaveu-
!1[ concert, shall swell the eternal round, of praises to the
liree One and One in Three forever and forever !

4. Perfect union in religious sentimenta, a_{y}’ctions and
worshifr, will form an essential part of the felicity of hea-
ven.  In this world we find a diversity of sentiment a-
mong the professors of religion.  This often arises from
words only, and sometimes from a blinded partiality in favor
of certain tenets to which we adhere, having espoused them
from our fore-fathers, or taken them upen credit from o-
thers, withont examining forﬂourselvcs, whether they be
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true or not. Different articles of faith, and forms of wor.
ahi‘{) too often occasion disaffection among the ministers

nd professors of the gospel, and often places them at a
distance from each other. The want of a proper agreement
greatly diminishes the aggregate of social happiness, and
evil passions both produce, and are produced by it. But
in the heavenly society there wiil be no difference of sen-
timent. * Lohere is Christ and I6 there,” will never be
heard in heaven, but we ¢ shall see him as he is,” Then,
will there be no need of faith or hope, for the one shall
be exchanged for sight, and the other for real enjoyment.

i

,{\s the sun in the firmamecntic to all who behold his
i
g

ht and feel his beams in thie natural world, so shall the
ﬁn'y of the Lamb in the midst of the throne, be to all
those who dwell in the ineduble presence of the everlast-
ing Jchiovah, One . glorious object, about"which they
shall never differ, will sweetly attract the whole multi-
tude forever. The object, form, and manner of worship
Leing the'same, will produce a perfect union of sentiment
and affection. They shall all be of one heart and one
soul, A uniformity appeared in the multitude which John
saw : thev sfcod before the throne and before the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, emblematical of purity 2+ 1in-
nocence, being all washed in the same blood and sanctifi-
cd by the same spirit. Theyv had palms in their hands in
token of victory and triumph ; like those victors who u-
sed toveturn from the ficld with palm branclies in their
hiands, as the emblems of conquest. They all had the
same confession «nd proclainied with a loud veice, * sal-
vation to our God which sitteth upon the throne and unto
the L.amb.” And finaily they * serve the lord day and
night in his temple.” -

5. In the last place we will observe, that this society
shall be blessed with frermanence wid pertictuiiy. There
the saints of the most high shall oy an cternal sabbath,
and the congregation shall never break up, Our sociul
pleasures here, are often damped by the necessity of ex-
clusion from the socicty of our pious fricuds, by reason of
sccular concernmunts, the intervention of sterner dutics,
and the unwllcome approuch of death by which we are
often deprived of our wost intimate and  valuable friends,
Felinwsliip with Christian brethrenis sweet, and while ¢n-

aged inacts of cocial worshin, we feel the endenrng
gamls sweetly drawn opound us ¢ ot seon we e called
to part, nd parting divides our juy, and we have ofien to
tread ©Lfe’s darkliog vale” wlunes Butwill his Le the

{
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case in the heavenly mansions bevond the skics ? Will
that blessed meeting ever e¢nd ? No, blessed be the name
of our God, as long as he-lives and immortality endures,
»0 long shall our pleasurcs flow in unmingled streams, e-
ver breaking forth from the azure throne, and making
giad the city of God. There we shall mcet all our pious
friends, and the ransomed sons and daughters of the
l.ord, never, no nevcr more to part. O how sweet the
thoughts of an eternity, ** where Kknowledge grows
without decay, and love shall never die.” If the felicity
of the heavenly state were toend after the lapse of ten
thousand ages, would not the thought damp the spirits of
the good man ; strike the harp out of his hand ; clip the
wings of his faith, and bring him down to despondency ?
Would not such a thoeught abate the ardor of the burning
seraph, checg the adoration of the bLlessed angels, and
chill the flaming zcal and love of all the ransomed spirits
round the throne ? But why such a thought ' The inhabi-
tants of that blessed world shall never part ; theirfeiicity
shall never end ; their souls shadl Avarish in immortal
vouth, ever blooming and cver voung.,  Fternity ' O thou
pleasing, heart-ra:ishing, scul-de:ouring thought !

There sohoye the blesacd Jegus reigns,

In heaven's unmoaxzured spuce

BVe’l! etead 2 loug cterrity,

In jil-zeure and in firaise,

When w:’cc beca theore ten thousand years,

Bn’gk{ shinere as the sun ;

IWelve me s diys tosing God'. firaixe

Zhan when we fri«t be giin,

If ouc day in the ¢ arts of the Lord on caith is bettet
than a thousand al:cwhere, what must an eternity be, in
the hely emplovment and  exercises of  the heavenly
state, in the neffahle siiles and cteral froition of Deity !
O iy soud * Daost thou Bot at the o thought alinost sink
undg the weisht of so pleasingly oppies:tr e a blessed-
st O let every belleviag sonil i this Lsemblye with joy
ard wonder 1=k forward to the ur ol redcmntion—that
blissful morn—that gloriuc day that sa:ll neer sce a
clowe ! surcly that soul whyvis o ging and panting afeer
ti.c ful) enj o inent of those Le ivenly pricasures is .ow rea-
dy Uery et Y eome Lord Jovas conee qaickly,” while o-
thers, st were davolaniae,  oxXcClaia, ** alinost thau
persutdest (e to be a christiau.,”  Bat we hasten to muke
a low reflections by way of,

)
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ett vo 3 greitnes of e

‘s sihject we - lemthe‘” itnesy of
‘Klngtin ] t the chutch bf

s Kligtie l'tl"is’t it
D NaNVY h& a little Rock ; ‘few are walk-
L w& ‘feads to jife. But the mgu
. , ‘Without haids will efe long f
' clisrth 1s Tn'a state of progrédsion, &
¢ tbfheékydéfthgurth pod v visit’
Wilftons &:évér‘:theard its joyf byful bouhd. ‘And
who hte but of ‘the-vedeemed shiall dt last
étaeﬂ those who e lost ? ﬂo doubt there have been mill-
Titis ditce the first promise to the birth of Chirist who be-
Teved X linvelmgago goneto their rest in heaven. Millichs
‘§nd millions more’ hé.ve died in th¥'faith since the birth of
“Curist to the present time. To thése-udd the vast surh-
rs that ire oh their way to glory from diffefent parts of
globe, Lo these 3dd again the thousinds that shidll be
“Brou {dhe' the Millennium which perhaps is yetdist-
dd the countléss millions that shallbe bom in
“that hippy period, apd who shall know the lord from the
‘Teast unito the greatest. Christ will then reigna thousand'
years on the earth in his churé¢h : war, famine, and pes-
tilence shall ¢case ; the earth yield her increase and
life be prolonged in conseqiience of the absence of those
instruments of death which now sweep off thousands in
every age and almost every day. The human family will
increase thore rapidly thenthanever, and O whocan tell the
countless millions this great sabbatic year shall bring into
the church of Christ ! Add once more the thousands and

~ tens of thousunds of the fiifant race who, (not by a condi-

’flonal election or salvation on account of a foreseen faith
ﬂrgod works or any such paradoxical and unscriptural
notion, but) are of that ha ‘Ké:'y number * ¢hosen in Christ
- Before the fourdation of world,—loved with an ever-
“lasting love ;—predestinated unto the adoption of chil-
‘dren by Jesus Christ to himselfy according to the good
‘pledsure of his will, to the pralse he lory of his grace,”’
#nd * taken from the evil tv come.” It is supposcd that
more than a third of mankind dse m infancy, and if ai
such arc saved, * then the numher of the redeeemed

* It is the avianr's opinion, that all dying infants are saved :
not ﬁ'ow azny nulive inbred hofiness, or because they appear so inno-
2.2 and barmless, that they dv not possess a JSullen, wicked human
mature. If this wore the cusey they would need nio salvasion ; for to
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must be vastly augmented. From this view of the abound-
ing grace of God through Christ, it is probable, we do
not say certain, thut the number saved, will be greater
than the lost—-But even should it be only onc third as
reat, God shall not loose his glory, nor the Redeemer
is honor. - ~ : ,
<. From this subject we may also learn, what qualifica-

-tion is necessary for heaven, The unregenerate are far

from being; in a state of fitness for the company and inter-
course of that blessed socicty. How vain arc all the hopes
of heaven wit* out a change ! How, () sinner, could vour
diste:pered and unholy soul he capable of relishing the

_entcrtainments of heavea, white you have no taste for

them ! If you continue in your present character and cir-
cumstances, there mast be a vast change in heaven itseif
beford you can be happy there. The father of lights must
lay aside that holiness which is essestial to his nature ;=
the Lord Jesus Christ -riust divest himself of his glory
which he has with the Father; the temper, charucter,
&nd disposition of every saiut and wnget, must be changed,
and God must love that wiich he now hates, and be indif-

talk about their silostionif they be ot i 1 lost condition, ~would be
a contradiction ; and iv baptize themn wich water, representing the
necessity of the blcod of Christ to cleanse their naturcs, would te no+
thing but solemn nonsense.  But infunts are natuvilly dzpraved,
being “whap n iz iniqut,, and cancecved in sin’ Ps. 51. 5. But not

“being capable of futh or repentace, the ordinary wev of salv.dsen,

i mqy Lo aske!, howor in v it way are they savel ¥ 4 anavocky $2
18 wholly of rrace, (Cas ist/ - sulvatiun of every other fallen being, )
but in @ sovoreign way that God has not been pleas~! to reveal unto
us  Butthe author is of upinion, the cternal unconditional clect-
ing love of Cod, Cadoctrine despised by many ) in Clrizt Fesus be.
Sore the world began, is the ouly proper and cunsistent ground upon
which we can account for the safoation of an anfunt.  Ani it 1s on
this ground ke belicves all infunts are saved, dying in infuncy.  Ex-
punge this doctrine from the systetn of divine truth, he acinowledges
thathe is left in the dark re.pecting infunt salvation, and would
thank any person to shew him a better ground ou which  he may
hope to mwcet his own dear departed infant inglory.  The Arminian
notion of a conditional election affords hine no hope for the sulvation
of are infusnt, nor indeed of any of the human family. I sherty the
Author appeals to a.ay persondenying the Joctrine of Gul's cternal
election of men to everlasting life, to Fnow upon what ather yround
such person can gt a dying infunt ta heaven.  The whole world cay-

aot tell. »
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ferent-to the dobiod of ms*iﬁpgaom Befu’re ) you ¢an be ad--

“thittéd fere in your aurege litt state. Biit canyondare'to-
f for sich an ‘gnaccolintible, such &n iagonceivable
“8h -as'this ? ¢ I “sooner, says dbe, would Géd

TRange earth into hell, ah bury ouandall your char
- ter, under the ruins, of this wor d which you ufhabxt
iite, than he would thus tarnish the beauties of heayen
“sid divest himseif of the brightest glory of b ovm divigd--
ty.” It is abéolutely'heces you, Q Jioe
e changed, ‘if ever yéu e:pect ‘have ahy pari or lbtht
‘fhe futyre ha ven, ‘And when do you ex-
z:eulm change Mdhe iﬁ?ﬁgﬁ: ?-Be assured o 1
the ml leaves the body or never. 8o evident
s the mﬁs ‘of this assertion thiat except a man bg %
iin he ¢annot see the Kingdam of God,” And cisyeu ‘
bear the thought of being forever excluded ﬁﬂ!ﬂngdom r
“Alas ! the conclusion is: bxg with unutterable
death. What an awfil thouglit to be hni:hed a&yer
&n the presence of Jehovah ! And Uh! whata
! what a frightful association must thatbe, when -,
you shali meet your unhappy companions, amorg de&
_n the lake that burns with fire and brimstone fore
Let this consideratjon awaken the careless, and urge.

dinsier to flec from thg wruth to come. O let him speedi-

» which cleanseth from all sin, and
mhom alone he can be saved, ...
f ‘this subject to be reconciled be-

énd“%%mom- own death i pre- -
. erld should we win]) to Jing
meortal shores and fear to launch
y grieve for those whom we believe are Yo t
sweet abodes of eternal rest ? * Precious. Jg gh&.&'
ﬁola'd are the death of his saints ;” apd
ia the Lord are goneto this blessed soc:ety Ourpm&s
friends were not at hdme while on earth ; the!,mre on-
1y -pligrirs and sojourners seeking a better country Ii;v

-have they put to shore at last on Canaan’s fair and ha

tand ? Ami do they now re themselves with wh

‘soire freits and generous Wines free from all mixture of
bitterncas “and sorrow ? Oh ! cruet then to wih them
Back ugain to sigh and weep in sucha. sickly climate as
this world of sin and misery, - And do we expect to juin
tini glorious society from whigh we are now _only sg:par;-
te’ by this thin vell of Besh ; and arc we looking, for that

iessed hope and gloriots ﬁrxn of the great God,

“and uvior Jesu Christ C let us with patience and .
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regignation the appointed time, nor .we have tg.
tar: lo: 3 soog cqme‘apd &ﬁl us.home to-

dwell him in ;0 sjgus of peace angd.
rest Igrever, Why qu d,We_trgmble on, the
g‘d 'O whet I ﬁm world death. i—tself ity

en}ovmentofGodm gl * Wait theuOCh_ A thy
aggu!nted time ; mbnut. to m ?l:e w ys pmvm
| - wiys “thy wj
&utunendeavour n ofmum 2"ty 10 feD
der our ‘intercourse wj ans on 1)
in beaven.” There is an mdxssoluble relation’ b
samts on eéirth, and saints in heaven. Grace here is glo-
ry in the bud, & all who are its happy subjects have drank
in the same spirit; and * as face answers to face in water,
0 doenth- heart of man to man.” Believers are kindred
apints d‘ related to saints and angels, with whom they
well in glory. Endeavor then, ye children of
the Most High, to order your conversation am%ht, and
dearn to be bttter acquainted with the language of Cana-
an, and let all your exercises and employments be more
and more assimilated to those above. ourage yomr . .
fellow travellers in the way, and provoke -each other to
love and poé& works. Often cast an eye toward that
bl owmd  8f which we have been speaking, and en-
u pmsible to pattern after them in their
Umgpt, affection and worship, O come -
N 1et our souls rise with holy ardor,
g-owmg conformity to the whole
’ until we shall have finish- .
‘gnd earthcxchanged for heaven, ©Oh
/Med hour ! when dropping this fleshly
ure and joyful spirits to that trium-
Rere no vitiated affection, nor one sin-
molest the happy soul forever., Come
grims, cheer up and look forward, for your
*redemption is ncar. Tear not little flock, it is your fath-
er’s goxd pleasure to give you the kmgdom Oh how
happy will you be, when at your journey’send you
reach the haven cf rest wherc all is good, all glori-
ous. Let this earthly house bg diminished, and let it lie
for ages uninhabited and desolate, yet it shall becomne a
temple inconceivably glorious. When the trumpet
sounds, on the resurrection morning, belicvers shall
spring from their tdrbs, shake themscives from the dust,

+




‘s THE HFAVENLYSOCIETY, tre.”

trample on the broken powers of the grave, put on their °
beautiful garments, and rise in a cloud to meet their
coniing Lord. They shall pass the gate into the Holy °
23', receive the crowa of life and the palm of victory,
“and join with the harpers on thic sea of glass in an ever-
lasting anthem of praise, With the most ardent desire
that you my dear brethren, may attain to this state of
perfection.and glory : and with & - cheerful expectation,
_ througn divine grace that I shall ere long meet muny of -

you In it ; I close:this discourse with praying ¥gtthe Al-
~ mighty father will at length conduct vou'to U
society in perfect safety and everlasting tri






