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ADVERTISEMENT.
THE following Sermons zoere preached at the

particular Rcqucjl of a Number of ferious Per-

fonSy without the mojl dijlant Thought oftheir Pub-

lication, However, through the Importunity ofthe

Hearers, feconded by the Defirc and Advice offe-

veral Gentleman, who honored them with a Peruf

al, they are now offered to the Public, with nofmall

Degree of Reluctance, in theirplain, native Brefs.

The Author has Nothingfurther to add, except

his mojt ardent Wifhes, that they may be ufeful in

the Caufe of Truth, and promote the Glory ofGod^

in uniting, edfying and conforting his dear Peo^

pU.
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SERMON L

On christian BAPTISM.

Matthew xxviii. 19, 20.

Goye^ therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Gho/i;—Teaching them to ob-

ferve all things whatfoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am vnth you alway^ even unto

the end of the world.

My dearfriends, and beloved brethren,

IT is my prefent defign to addrefs you on the

ferious and important fubjeft of Baptifm.

—

Treating this point, as God fhall enable me, in a

courfe of fermons, I (hall endeavor to handle the

fubjeft with great plainnefs and candor, not feek-

ing fo much the applaufe of man, or the convic-

tion of thofe who differ from us, as the eflablifh-

ment of your minds in the truth. The words
which I have now read are joyful, folemn words.

They were fpoken in a very afFefting fituation

—

they are fome ofthe laft words of our blefled Lord
ana Saviour to his dear difciples. In the preced-

ing chapter, we have an account ofhis crucifixion,

and pamful death on the crofs—In this, of his

joyful refurreftion and appearance to the apof-

tles, whom he imformed of his acceptance with

God as the Mediator and Saviour, and of his
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great power in heaven and earth. He gave them
the comminion in our text^'' Go ye. therefore,
*' and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
'•' n^nie of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
" Holy Gholl ;—Teaching them to obfervc all

" things whatfoever I have commanded you:
' and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
'* end ofthe world.'

I fliall here mention feveral things of great im-
portance to the fubjefl before us, in which all

parties agree; and bfg you will keep them in

view through the enfumg difcourfes.

Firjl, OurblefTed Saviour's command, in this

text, is equally binding on all his niinilters, in all

ages of the world—that they are to preach the
g^fpel to every creature, and to teach all who
are capable of inOruftion, in all the doftrines he
has revealed in his word.

Second, The miniflers of Chrift are to baptize
among the nations, " in the name of the Father,
*-* Son, and Holy Ghoft," all thofe,and only thofe,
who, according to his revealed will, are the pro-
per fubjecis of baptifm.

. ThiTil, All lij?; miniflers, by this, are bound ta
teach the nations to oblerve and obey all things,
whatfoever he hath commanded; all the laws'
ordmancrs, and inllitutions, which, according to
the fcriptures, are m force under the gofpel dif-
penfaiion.

Fourtiu Let It be well obferved, that accord-
ing to this promife^ Chn(l: will be with /i?j:jninif-.
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tcrs, to fupport and comfort them—'to blefs and
fucceed them in the glorious work unto the end
of the world. Thefe things being obferved, I

fhall proceed to confider our text, with reference

only to the facrament of baptifm—and Ihall en-

deavor to fhew,

I. That baptifm with water is an inftitution

of Chrift, to be a ftanding ordinance in his church

to the end of the world.

II. I (hall fpeak of the mode of baptifm as it

refpefts the controverfy between us and our

brethren called Baptills.

I. I am to fpeak of water-baptifm, and fiiew

that it is an inftitution of Chrift, to be a ftand-

ing ordinance in the church to the end of the

world.

There is a baptifm of the Holy GJioS:, and
wmh fire, agreeably to Mark i. 8. " I, indeed,

*' have baptized you with water, but he Ihall

*' baptize you with the Holy Ghoft." Luke iii.

16. *' He ihall baptize you with the Holy Ghoft,
" and with fire." But its adniiniftration Chrift

has referved to himfelf. We no where read of
his commanding any to admin ifter fuch a bap-

tifm. Some, indeed, fince the apoftles' day, have
undertaken to do it; but we expeft they will

itand reproved in the great day of the Lord.

That baptifm by water i.s an inftitution of

Chrift, is very evident from O'urtext. " Go, fays

" Chrift, teach, or difciple all nations, baptizing
'' them/' &c. They are com \nandcd to teach.
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and the}^ are commanded to baptize. The fame
precept is alfo recorded, Mark xvi. 15, 16. " And
*' he laid unto them. Go ye into all the world,
*' and teach the gofpel unto every creature. He
'' that believeth, and is baptized, fhall be faved;
" but he that believeth not fhall be damned."

—

We accordingly find the apoflles, and primitive

minillers of Chrifl, baptizing all whom they dif-

ciplined to him. On the day of Pentecofl, when
three thoufand were added to the church in one
day, the apoflles called on them to repent, and
be baptized. The Quakers, and fome others,

deny that baptifm with water is to be continued

in the church; but the contrary feems evident,

from the very face of the command. The apof-

lles, and fucceeding minillers of Chrifl, were
commanded to teach, to preach the gofpel, and
to baptize all nations; and in faithfully teaching

and baptizing, Chrifl promifes to be with them
to the end or the world. Our bleffed Saviour,

likewife, exprefsly enjoins on the apoflles, to

teach his difciples to obferve all things whatfo-

ever he hath commanded them; but baptifm by
water was the command which had jufl then

proceeded from his facred lips. It is manifefl

that the primitive church received the practice

from the apoilles, and obferved it as a com-i

mand of Chrifl.

The dcfic^n of baptifm as a feal of the cove*

nant, and badge of the Chriflian profefTion—its

ufe as an initiating ordinance into the church,

and its obvious figniHcation, all plainly fliew it

to bea flanding inliiiution in the church, and
to be adminiftercd with water, to all proper fub-

jecls, *•' in the n^me of the Father, and of the
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Son, and of the Holy Ghoft," by all the faith-

ful minifters of Jefus Chrift.

II. I am now to fpeak of the mode of baptifm.

_: Before I proceed, two remarks are worthy of

particular notice.

1. As baptifm is merely a pofitive inftitutioa

of Chrift, nothing, with regard to its mode, fliould

be made effential, but what Chrift has exprefsly

enjoined. This obfervation muft be too evident

to meet with any oppofition. Should any think

this or that mode moft decent, convenient, or

fignificant, let them anfwer a good confcience,

where the fcriptures are filent; but let them not

make it effential to baptifm, unlefs it is exprefs-

ly enjoined by Chrift.

#

2. No denomination of Chriftians has a right

to fet up one mode of baptifm as effential, and
exclude all other modes without exprefs fcrip-

ture warrant, or fome pofitive proof, that it is

the will of Chrift, the great king and head of

the church. The reafon of this is plain. Since

it is the prerogative of Chrift to appoint the or-

dinances of his church, it muft belong to him a-

lone to determine, what fhould be confidered ef-

fential to them. For any, therefore, to deter-

mine the exclufive mode of baptifm, or make
any thing effential to it, which Chrift himfelf has

not appointed, is not only very uncharitable to

their trethren, but alfo a great prefumption on
the prerogative of Chrift. Our brethren, the Bap-
lifts, my hearers, hold with us, that baptifm muft

be adminiilered, by a regular minifter of Chrift,
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with water, in the name of the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghoft; but, they affert, that it muft be

done in the mode of dipping, or plunging the

whole body under water, otherwife it would be

no Chrillian baptifm. Let us now candidly ex-

amine this matter. The queftion is not, wheth- i

er dipping or plunging is baptifm, but whether
plunging or dipping is the only Chriilian bap-

tifm. It is not fufficient for them to prove m
the cleared manner, that plunging is a proper
mode of baptifm; but they ought to prove, and
muft prove, if they do any thing to the purpofe,

that plunging is the only baptifm by water in-

ftituted by Chrift. Inattention to this circum-

ftance, I believe, has been the occafion of much
doubt and confufion in the minds of forae, if

not the fource of real impofition, in this point,

on many Chriiiians, But, I hope, your minds
may be free from all fiich impohtions, and that

you may be able, in the truth, to (land faft in the

liberty wherewith Chrift has made you free.

Let us now, keeping thefe things in view, con-

fider the words of the inftitution, as we have

them in our text. '' Go ve, therefore, and teach
*' all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
" Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft.
" Teachmg them to obferve all things whatfo-
** ever I have commanded you : and, lo, I am with
*' you alway, even unto the end of the world,"

Here we have the plain command to baptize, but

not any thing pofitive refpetiing the mode. Does
this prove that plunging is the only fcripture-

baptn'^m?—Would not one of the baptifts have
expreffed it differently, if he defigned to efta-

bli(h dipping the body under water as the only
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mode of baptifm? Since the Baptlfts afTert, that

the true meaning of the word baptize, is to dip

or plunge under water, this muft command feme
attention; but as it will lead us back to the ori-

ginal language in which the gofpel was written,

waters too deep for moft of you, my dear hear-

ers, I fhall firft lead you where you may fee for

yourfelves.

1. We afTert, that the word baptize does not

now generally fignify to plunge or dip any thing

under water; nor is it any where confinea to this

fignification alone, but among the Baptifts.—

>

They fay, on the contrary, that we have per-

verted the word to fupport our own practice.

—

We therefore aflert,

2. That the Vv^ord baptize did not, in our Sa-

viour's time, always fignify plunging or dipping,

Luke xi. 38. " And, when the Pharifee law it,

" he marvelled, that he had not firft w^afiied be-
" fore dinner;" or, as it is in the original, that

he was not firft baptized. We all know that bap-

tizing here does not mean the dipping or plung-

ing of the whole body under water, but only the

v/afliing of the hands. But is the word baptize

here mifapplied and perverted ? Who has done it ?

It is alfo certain, that this word is ufed by in-

fpiration to fignify divers wafhing v/ithout any
reference to the mode. Mark vii. 4* " And from
"the market, except they baptize or waih, they
*' eat not." The word ljapt?fmous, in this and the

eight verfe, deferves particular attention. Being

in the plural number^ it muft fig-nify various

B
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modes ofwafhing, of cups, pots, brazen vefTels,

and of tables. The word is likewife applied to

the many kinds of ceremonial wafhings. Heb.
ix. lo. '' Only in meats and drinks, and divers
*' baptifms or wafhings." Someof thefe walhings

Qr cleanfmgs were performed by pouring, others

by fprinkling, and fomc of them could not be
done by dipping or plunging.

There are many other places in the fcriptures

where the word is ufed to fignify any kind of

wafliing or cleanfing, even where tnere is no dip-

ping. Some of our brethren, the Baptifts, may,
perhaps, ftill infift, that according to the beft

lexicographers and moft approved mafters of the

original language, this word (ignifies dipping or

plunging only.

It may therefore be neceffary for their fakes,

to pay fome farther attention to this matter

;

thougli if all the Lexicons in the world fhould

confirm their appropriate meaning of the word,
it ought to have no weight with you contrary

to the known ufe of it by divine infpiration

—

However, for your better fatisfaftion, 1 have ex-

amined a number of lexicographers, and find,

that all of them allow the word baptizOy to fig-

nify any kind of wafhing, or cleanfing with wa-
ter. This matter, I believe, will be clear beyond
all doubt, to any one who will take the trouble

to examine Hefychius, Budeus, Scapula, Ste-

phanus, and Dr. Leigh's Critica Sacra. They
are all acknowledged to be great mafters in the

Greek language, and they allow the word to

fignify walhing in general.

In theirLexicons and Commentaries, they fay

baptizo lavo, which fignifies, beyond all difpute.
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wafhjng ill general

—

laMifma lavatio, ablutio,

wafliing, ablution, which we all know may be
done, and is often well done without plunging
the body all under the water. It is of no force

to fay, that the word alfo fignifies to wafli by
dipping, or plunging ; becaufe it then allows of
otner modes of baptizing befides dipping.

This is granting all we contend for in the text,

that our biefled Saviour did not command and
fix any particular mode of wafhing with water
in the facred inftitution of baptifm, and that he
does not require dipping or plunging, any more
than fprinkling or pouring, but only baptifm.

Some fay, that the word baptizo is derived
from bapto, which all allow to fignify dipping or
plunging only, as the dvers do when they mean
to tinge, or form a bright color ; and, therefore,

it mult have been the defign of our Saviour to

fix the mode of baptifm by that word.—But this

is nothing to the purpofe. If our Saviour de-

figned to eftablifti the mode by the word, why
did he not in the inftitution of baptifm, make
ufe of bapto inftead of baptizo, which would at

once have carried the allufion more ftrongly,

and forever fixed the mode of baptifm to plung-

ing only, as the Baptifts would have it?—It is

more than probable that the word baptizo was
ufed by our Saviour, and not bapto; becaufe it

carriea the beautiful allufion of the other, but
left his church at liberty to ufe the various modes
of adminiftering the holy ordinance according
to the different climes and feafons—according to

to the different circumftances and neceffities

—

and according to the various infirmities of his

dear people.
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It was his maxim, " I will have mercy and
not facrifice."—But not to weary you with thefe

remarks, we fhall return to the law and teflimo-

ny—I imngine you fee that the mode of dipping
as the only true baptifm, is not enjoined by our
Saviour in the worrts of the inftitution, where we
(hould moft certainly have found it, had it been
his defign—Let us examine fcripture-example

refpefting the mode of baptifm. There we have
a right to expecl fome pofitive proof, that dip-

ping is the only mode, efpecially fince it is not
pohtively and exprefsly enjoined in the words of
the inftitution. But if all the examples of baptifm
we have recorded, were moft evidently perform-
ed by plunging, it would no more than prove
that plunging is one fcriptural mode, or at leaft it

would not alone prove, that it is indifpenfably

neceffary to baptifm. The baptifm of our blcl-

sed Saviour, by John, in Jordan, claims our firft

attention. Matt. iii. 16. '' And Jefus when he
" was baptized, went ftraightway out of the wa-
*' ten"—This may be true hid ory,though he were
not baptized by plunging. His coming up out

of the water may have no refpeft at all to the

mode of baptifm; for it was manifeftly after he
was baptized. Here we might moft furely have
expefted it to have been eftabliflied, were any
one of the modes of baptizing to be the only
true baptifm. But we are ftill left without any
thmg certain to determine, whether our blefted

Saviour himfelf was baptized by fprinkling,

pouring, plunging, or fome other way.—Mark
^Ifo fays, " Jeius was baptized of John, in Jor-
dan;" but refpefting the mode, he is wholly fi-

Jent.—:He might have been baptized by either

fT^ode, efpecially as there was water enough for
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dipping—The fa6l that Jefus came up out of the

water after he was baptized, cannot with any
certainty prove, that he had been plunged all

under the water upon that folemn occafion.

The next example is John's baptizing at

Enon, John iii. 23. '* And John was alfo bap-
•' tizing in Enon, near to Salem, bccaufe there was
** much water there; and they came and were
•' baptized." This does not even prove that John
baptized by plunging, much lefs that dipping

is the only mode of baptifm. Where there were
fuch multitudes of people as reforted to John,
much water muft have been neceflary for their

ufe, had he baptized by pouring or fprinkling.

John, notwithflanding all that appears to the

contrary from the facred hiftory, might have

ufed all the modes on different fubjefts, accord-

ing to their fex, age, and circumftance. On the

day of Pentecoit, when there were three thou-

fand added to the church in one day, it is not

very improbable that any of them, fmce it is in-

credible that all of them, were baptized by
plunging. The baptifm of the Eunuch is an-

other example recorded in fcripture—We have

a particular hjitory of this in the 8th chapter of

the Afts of the apollles

—

'^ And they went down
*' both into the v/ater, both Philip and the Eu-
" nuch, and he baptized him; and when they
'^ were come up out of the water, the fpirit of
*^ the Lord caught away Philip." This is a very

particular defcription of the folemn tranfaflion

upon which the Baptifls much infift, as a clear

and pofitive proof, that plunging is the only

fcripture-baptifm.
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But I hope, in a few words to {hew, that this

IS fo far from proving, that dipping is the only

fcripture-baptifm, that there is not any certain

E
roof whether the Eunuch himfelf was baptized

y plunging, pouring, or {prinkling. Here let it

be noticed, that the Greet prepofition eis, does

not always fignify, into, as it is here tranflated,

but is often trandated, to or unto—and ek tranf-

lated, out of, very frequently fignifies,yr^m aiiy

thing. Agreeable to this, the paffage may be
thus read—" And they went down both to the
•* water, both Philip and the Eunuch, and he
*' baptized him ; and when they were come up
** from the water," &c.

I may now appeal to any impartial mind, that

if any one ftiould read this hillory, who has

heara of baptizing only by pouring water upon
the perfon baptized, whether he will not imme*
diately fay tne Eunuch was baptized in that

way; and whether he who has never feen the

ordinance adminiftered only by fprinkling of
clean water, will not as certainly conclude, that

Philip baptized him by that mode ?—But could
this poflibly be the cafe, if there were in the text

any clear and certain proof in favor of plunging ?

We will now confider the paffage more critical-

ly
—" and they went down both into the water,

both Philip and the Eunuch." The going down
into the water could not be the baptifm here re-

corded ; becaufe Philip muft then alfo have been
baptized, fince they both went dov/n into the
water. But the plain fatl is, that the going
down into the water, is no part of the baptifm
here, but a diftinft thing—" And he baptized
*' him,'* This fentence contains the baptifm^ and
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all that is certain about the mode in which it

was adminiflered. After the Eunuch was bap-

tized, it is faid, ^' they both came up out of tne
*^ water." Does this prove that the Eunuch was
plunged? and why not Phihp? Since he alfo

came up out of the water. Should it be granted

that the Eunuch was dipped, which is by no
means certain, it will not cilablifh dipping as the

only fcriptural mode of baptifm. Neither w^ill

it prove, that it is effential to the right adminif-

tration of the ordinance, efpecially as it is not

made neceffary by him, who is the acknowledg-

ed author of tne facred inftitution.

Let us now confider thofe particularpaffages of
facred fcripture, which are brought to prove that

plunging is the only true mode of fcripture-bap-

tifm—The firll I fhall take notice of is in Colof-

fians ii. 12. and the parallel text in Romans vi.

4. " Buried with him in baptifm, wherein ye al-

" fo are rifen with him through the faith of the
*' operation ofGod, who hath raifed him from the
*' dead. Therefore v/e are buried with him by
^' baptifm into death ; that like as Chrift, was raif-

*' ed up from the dead by the glory of the Father,
" even fo we alfo (hould walk in newnefs of life.''

It is very clear that the dcfign of infpiration in

thefe words, was not to eftablifh any particular

mode of baptifm. It was to (hew, that all thofe

to whom he addreffed himfelf, who were truly

baptized into Jefus Chrift, had really the internal

change fignified by baptifm. They were bap-
tifed mto his death, as the apoftle expreifes it.-

They were really dead, and buried with Chrift

as to fm, and with him were rifen again ; and
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they alfowere really alive unto God, and could

not defire to live any longer in fin.

This is true with refpeCl to all thofe who have
this internal fpiritual change, by the wafliing of
regeneration, and fprinkling of the blood of
Chrifl: fignified by baptifm ; though they were
baptized only by fprinkling. They are trully

and fpiritually baptized into his death—They
*^ are buried with him by their baptifm into
" death;" and they alfo '' are trully rifen with

"him through the faith of the operation of God,
" who hath raifed Chrifl from the dead."

Let us not, my hearers, be too ftrenuous, but

candid and generous to our brethren, who feem

to be a little ftraitened on this fubjeft. Let us

allow, that the apoftle has reference to the ex-

ternal mode of baptifm. It will then prove that

plunging is an allowed mode—But grant that it

was an approved mode : grant that it was a

modeof baptiim prattized in thofe v/armer climes

;

and, llill farther, grant that it was the only mode
prattifed by the apoftles, even then it will not

by any means follow, that plunging is the only

Chriftian baptifm. It is not exprefsly com-
manded, and exclufively enjoined by our Lord
and Mailer, in the original iniTitution; neither

any where elle in the facred fcriptures, is it inti-

mated to be his will.

Some, to prove dipping to be the only bap-

tifm, have made ufe of i Cor. x. 2. " And were
*' all baptifed unto Mofes, in the cloud, and in

" the lea." But it is probable, that they who
imagine it to the purpofe, are ftill where our fa-
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thers were, under a cloud, and have not yet paf-

fed through the fea. Should any think it refers

to the mode of Chriftian baptifm, I (hall only
obferve, that the fpray of the waters on the

right and left, and the mift of the cloud above,

as they paffed through the fea, gently fprinkling

them, do as aptly reprefent, to an nnpartial

mind, the mode of fprinkling. But the apoftle,

Eph, iv. 5. fays, " One Lord, one faith, one
" baptifm." It is true that we acknowledge but
one baptifm by water, even that inftituted by
our bleffed Lord in our text ; but (till there may
be different ways of applying the water in the

facred wafliing, fuch as may anfwer a good con-
fcience, and may mofl aptly reprefent the man-
ner of his death with Chrin:, as to fm, and his

rifing again to fpiritual life. The three modes
ufed in the protellant church, taken together,

may moft fitly reprefent the out-pouring of that
all-powerfiil influence of the Holy Spirit, by
which the command comes home to the guilty

foul : by which fm revives, and is overwhelm-
ed in death. They may alfo reprefent that fpi-

ritual wafhing of regeneration and fprinkling of
the precious blood of Chrift, by which the fou!

is cleanfed from fm and guilt, and rifes with
Chrifl to a new fpiritual life and comfort, thro*

faith, which is of the operation of God.

On the whole, it at lead is evident, that our
brethren the Baptifts ought to be a little lefs po-
fitive on this fuDJeft, and more modeft and cha-

ritable toward thofe who differ from them m
that refpeft. They hold that without dipping

or plunging the body all under the water, there ii

no Chriftian baptifm ; efteeming themfelvesj



[ 18 ]

from this principle, the only Chriftian church in

tiic world : They will hola no Chriftian com-
munion with any of the proteftant churches.

The Epifcopal church adminifters baptifm by
pouring, and thofe of their communion ufe that

mode. We think the mode of fprinkling as

fcriptural as pouring or plunging ; but yet w^e

can ufe either mode as may beft anfwer a good
confcience to him who is baptifed.

The mode of baptizing, by fprinkling clean

w^ater, w^e think was holden forth by the Jewifh

types, and clearly foretold of the Chriftian

church in Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26. '" Then w411 I
'' fprinkle clean water upon you, and ye ftiall

" be clean from all your filthinefs, and from all

*' your idols will I cleanfe you.—A new heart
" alfo w411 I give you, and a new fpirit will I put
•^ within you; and I will take away the ftony
" heart out of your flefti, and I will give you a
'' heart of flefh." It is expredy promifed to

Chrill:, in Ifa. Hi. 1^. " So Ihall he fprinkle ma-
" ny nations ; the kings fliall ftiut their mouths
" at him, for that which had not been told them
*' Ihall they fee ; and that which they had not
*' heard, iliall they confider." This mode of
baptifm is very exprelfive of our being walhcd
and cleanfed from our hns, filth, and pollution,

by the precious blood of Chrift, which is, there-

fore, called the blood of fprinkling. Heb. xii.

22— 24. *'But ye are come unto Mount Zion

—

" and to Jefus the Mediator of the New-Cove-
" nant, and to the blood of fprinkling, that
** fpeaketh better things than that of Abel."—

•

1 Pet. i. 2. " £le6l according to the fore-know-
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'^^ ledge of God the Father through fanftificati-

** on of the Spirit unto obedience, and fprinkling
*^ of the blood of Jefus Chrift."

Upon the whole, it is clear to me, beyond a

doubt, and I ferioufly think it will alfo appear to

every impartial mind, that it was not the defign

of Cnrift to confine his church in the adminiftra-

tian of baptifm, to either of the modes which
have been mentioned. He, therefore, has given
fufficient light in his word, to countenance the

ufe of either mode, as the circumftances and ne-

ceflities of his people may require. To afcer-

tain the proper fubjefts of this ordinance, is a

matter of much greater importance. I fhall,

therefore, proceed upon that fubje6l, after mak-
ing a few remarks,

1. Our brethren are moft certainly wrong
and fchifmatical, in rejefting all other Chriftian

churches, on account of their difference in the

mode of adminiflering baptifm. They have no
fufficient warrant to make dipping or plunging
eflential to the very being of baptifm.—We do
not doubt that many of them think they are

right ; but it is very clear to me, that fuch have
never thoroughly and impartially examined the

facred fcriptures, or have not yet learned what
that meaneth^ *' I will have mercy and not fa-«

*' crifice."

2. We may, and ought to own thofe minifters

and churches which Chrill Jefus owns, and
bleffes with his graces, prefence and influence in

the adminiflration of his word and ordinances,

agreeably to his precious promife in the text.

—

We believe he thus owns fome of the Baptift
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^hurche^ and minifters; and, if w^ make the

pomparifon, we truft fome of our minifters and
churches are nothing behind them. Should we
not then blefs God together, and love one ano-
ther as brethren? Whobbjefts to this? Let him
anfwer it to our Lord and matter. But rather

let him now, in love, receive the light and truth

as it is in Jefus—let him learn to be lefs bitter

^nd eenforious—let him be more modeft and
(eharitable towards the church of Chrift, and let

him not make a fchifm where Chrift makes no
difference.

g. It is of great importance as matters now
{land, that we all fliould critically and impartial?

iy e}i:araiHe the facred fcriptures on this pointy

Important for us that we may know and have
pur minds eftabliflied in the truth ; and be able

to " ftand faft in the liberty wherewith Chrift

has made us free.'' Important for the Baptifts,

that they may be lefs zealous in matters noa
effential ; but more zealous in the things that

make for the peace, and the edifying of the bor;

4y of Chrift in love ; left fome of them fuffer

lofs v^hen they fliall be faved fo as by fire, an^
others ftand reproved in the great day of the

Lord.



SERMON IL

The qualifications in ADULTS for
" ADMISSION TO BAPTISM.

Acts vlii. 37.

/ind Philip /aid, if thou believejl with all thin^

h^art, thou mayejl.

THIS was the anfwer given by Philip, an e-

minent preacher of the gofpel, to the Ethi-

opian Eunuch's requeft to be baptized. " See,"

fiiid the Eunuch, " here is water; what doth hin-
*' der me to be baptized?" Philip repHed, " ifthou
*' beheveft with all thine heart, thou mayeft."

—

The Ethiopian anfwered, " I believe that Jefus
*' Chrift is the Son of God." Upon this profef-

lion he was baptized.

There are two queflions about the proper fub*

jefts of baptifm. One refpeQs adult perfons—^

the other infants. Our text has immediate re-r

ference only to the former, and is a proper an-

fwer to that queftion.

We {hall, therefore, now proceed to confider,

who, among the adults* to whom the gofpel is

preached, are to be baotized, or what qualifica^

tions in fuch are neceflary to baptifm. Let it here

be well remembered, that as the facred fcrip-

tures ^re the rule we muft neither increafe, nor
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diminifh the qualifications therein prefcribed.-iU

I fliall, therefore, call your attention,

I. To the facred fcriptures on this fubje6l.r-«

And then proceed,

II. To prove the necefTar)^ qualifications for

adult baptifm, from the nature, ufe, and defign

of the facred inftitution.

The enquiry now before us is, who among the

adults, that live under the light of the gofpel^

and are capable of hearing and underftanding its

folemn and interefting report, are to be baptiz-

ed?—The obfervations which fhall be made in

this difcourfe, are to be underftood with refer-

ence only to thefe. The other queftion, refpefl:-»

ing infants, muft be diftinftly confidered in an-»

other place.

On this fubje6l, my brethren, we have the

Bible open before us; but the text claims our
firft attention, becaufe of its place at the head of
this difcourfe; " If thou believefl: with all thine
*' heart, thou mayefl'' be baptized. This text

muft be allowed to import, that if thou doft not
believe with all thy heart, thou muft not be
baptized—I may not baptize thee. It is evident

that Philip here intended two things by his an-

fwer. 1. To refer the Eunuch to his own con-

fcience before God. 2. To obtain fome credible

evidence of the true ftate of his mmd. The firft

being clear, the Eunuch readily and folemnly
anfwers the fecond in the following emphatical
words—/ believe that Jcfus Chrifl is the Son of
God. What kind of faith is here required by tho
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Evangelift, is the only queftion that remains to

determine the fenfe of the text; for it muft be
fuppofed, that the Eunuch profefTed the fame
faith which Philip required. Some imagine it

to be only what is called an hiftorical faith—

A

common bare affent of the underftanding to the

hiftory of the gofpel—fuch as thofe commonly
have who are educated under its light. But how
this can be called believing with all the heart,

can hardly be conceived, fince the very difini-

tion wholly excludes the heart.

Others fuppofe it is the faith that, in fome
meafure, realizes to the mind the folemnity and
importance of the fafts holden up to view in the

goipel, which muft greatly affeft the foul, and
make the finner tremble; but does not imply
any change of heart, or real conformity of it to

the things believed.—But how can this be a be-

lieving with all the heart, which is, according to

the fuppofition, a believing againft the heart!

—

Thus the apoftle fays, " The devils believe and
*' tremble." But let the fcripture explain itfelf,

and we fhall not here be at a lofs. Rom. x. g,
io. ** That if you fhalt confefs with thy mouth
^* the Lord Jeius, and flialt believe in thine heart
" that God hath raifed him from the dead, thou
" (halt be faved. For with the heart man be-
*' lieveth unto righteoufnefs, and with the mouth
** confeifion is made unto faivation." To believe

in the heart, and with the heart, is a faving faith

in fcripture-language ;
" For with the heart man

" believeth unto righteoufnefs." It is alfo obferv-

able, that the true confelFion with the mouth
flows from a believing heart; for thus confeC-

fion is made unto falvation.
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It is evident, that in order to baptifm, the E-
vangelift required laving faith in Chrift, and that

of one alfo who was not a heathen. It feems,

hence, clearly to follow, that of thofe to whom
the gofpel is preached, no one is to be baptized

but the believer, and he only upon giving credi-

ble evidence of his faving faith in Chrift Jefus.

This agrees with the molt obvious fenfe of the

commiltion, Matth. xxviii. ig. Markxvi. 15, 16.
^' Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, bap-
*' tizing them in the name of the Father, and oF
'' the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. And he faid
*' unto them. Go ye into all the world, and
*^ preach the gofpel unto every creature. He
<^ that believeth and is baptized (hall be favedj
*' but he that believeth not fhall be damned.'*

It accords with the doftrine Chrift taught long
before, fee John iii. 5. " Jefus anfwered, and faid
*' unto him. Verily, verily, I fay unto thee, ex-
" cept a man be born again he cannot fee the
" kingdo;n of God. Jefus anfwered. Verily, ve-
** rily, I fay unto thee, except a man be born of
*' water, . and of the fpirit, he cannot enter into
*' the kingdom of God."

It alfo feems to have been the uniform prac-

tice of all the apoftles, according to the infpired

records of their conduft. Afcl:sii.38—41 ** Then
*' Peter faid unto them, repent and be baptized,
" every one of you in the name of Jefus Chrift,
" for the remiflion of fins, and ye mall receive
'' the gift of the Holy Ghoft. Then they that
*' gladly received his word were baptized; and
'* the fame day there were added unto them a*
" bout three thoufand fouls/'
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True repentance neceffarily implies a change
of heart; therefore to give up ourfelves to be
baptized in the name of Jefus Chrift, as called

upon in the text, pre-fuppofes a faving faith.

—

It pre-fuppofes that faith, which is connefted

with the forgivenefs of fins. But to clearly de-

termine the matter, it is added in the 4 lit verfe,
*' Then they that gladly received the word,"*

which is the fame as believing with all the heart,
" were baptized." Here it is manifeft tjiat the

apoftles baptized none of the many thoufands^

who heard them preach onthatfolemnoccafion,

butthofe who appeared cordially to embrace the

gofpel, Afts viii. 12, 13. " But when they be-
" lieved Philip preaching the things concerning
*' the kingdom of God, and the name of Jefus
*^ Chrift, they were baptized, both men and wo-^
*' men. Then Simon himfelf believed alib," &c.
Simon was baptized only on the fuppofition of

faving faith, and was rejeSed immediately when
it appeared, that he was in the gall of bitternefs,

and bonds of iniquity. I find no example in this

facred hiilory, of adult perfons, v/ho were bap-

tized^ but what confirms the fame thing.*

Upon the whole, it is very evident, that though
the apoftles preached the gofpel to every crea-

ture, to Jews and Gentiles, yet they baptized no
adult perfons, unleis they made a profeflion of

real religion, and gave credible evidence of fav-

ing faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift. Thus it ap-

pears from fcripture, that nothing fiiort of true

and faving faith renders an adult perfon a pro-

per fubjeo; of Chriftian baptilm.—I fiiail now
proceed.

D
* See the inilance of Lydia and the Jailor—A^s xvi. ij—34«
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II. To argue the necefTary qualifications for

advilt baptifm, from the nature, ufe, and defign

ot the facred inftitution.

Under this head I fhall endeavor to fhew, from
a variety of confiderations, that faith in Chrift,

and nothing (hort of it, qualifies an adult perfon

for baptifm.

This will appear,^?y?, from the ufe of baptifm

as an initiating ordinance into the church. Our
blefi'ed Saviour, fpeaking of adult perfons, fays,

John iii. 3.
*' Except a man be born again he

*' cannot fee the kingdom of God." In the 5th
verfe

—
** except a man be born of water, and of

'' the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
** God. And in John xviii. 36. " Jefusanfwer-
*' ed, my kingdom is not of this world. If my
'* kingdom were of this world, then would my
" fervants fight, that I fhould not be delivered to
*' the Jews ; but now is my kingdom not from
" hence." The apoftle alfo afferts, Titus ii. 14.
'^ That Chrifl gave himfelf to redeem us from all

" iniquity, and to purify unto himfelf a peculiar
" people, zealous of good works."

If the church of Chrifl is to confift of a pecu*
liar people, feparated from the world—if a man
muft be born of the Spirit to enter into this king-
dom, it mufl follow that baptifm, which intro*

duces an adult perfon into tne vifible church, as

a qualified member, ought not to be adminifler-

ed to any of thefe but upon credible evidence,
that they are thus qualified. This is exactly a-

greeable to the anfwer of our queftion, in the
Shorter Catechifm, which fays, " That baptifm
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is not to be adminiftered to any who are out of

the vifible church, until thev profefs their faith

in Chrift, and obedience to nim."

2. From the defign of baptifin, as a feal of the

covenant of promife, both on God's, and on our

part. In this covenant are promifes to the

church in general, and to the believer in particu-

lar, for himfelf and his children, as I fiiall (liew

on another occafion. But nothing fhort of faith

in Chrift brings an adult perfon into this cove-

nant, and entitles him to the promifes. The pro-

mifes are yea and amen, only in Chrift Jefus, a-

greeably to 2 Cor. i. 20. Since it is by faith on-

ly that a perfon, who a6ls for himfelf, or who,
according to the gracious conftitution, a6ls for

others, agrees to the covenant, or takes hold of

the promife, it is a great abfurdity to adminifter

baptifm, which is a feal of the covenant to any
adult unbeliever. Faith, therefore, in Chrift, or

an hearty agreement to the covenant on our part

is abfolutely neceffary to baptifm.

3. Adult baptifm is a public folemn profef-

fion, that we do forfake our fins, that we re-

nounce our idols, and give ourfelves and ours to

God through Jefus Chrift. But no perfon a£lu-

ally does this except he has faith in Jefus Chrift.

Philip, therefore, faid, " Ifthoubeiieveft v/ith all

" thine heart thou mayeft" be baptized. Confe-
quently true faith is a neceffary qualification in a-

dult baptifm. But to fum up the v/hoie. and bring

it before you in one view—if adult baptifm figni-

fies any thing fpiritual on the part of the baptized,

if it feals to him any promife for himfelf, or for his

children^ it muft fuppofe real faith. For example:
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The wafliing away of our fins by the blood of
Chrifl mull certainly fuppofe faith in Chrift, or

elfe it figuifies that which is not true. If it feals

to adults the promifed bleffings of the new co-

venant for themfelves, or for their children, it is

only through Chrift, and neceflarily fuppofes

faith. In whatever light we confider the fubjeft,

faving faith appears to be a qualification effenti-

ally neceffary for adult baptifm. All the inftan-

ces of adult baptifm, we have recorded in the fa-

cred fcriptures, are full on this point. They
clearly fnew, that the apoftles, and primitive dif-

ciples of Chrift did not baptize any to whom
they preached the gofpel, on the fuppofition of
a mere hiftorical faith, or becaufe they were only
ferioufty affefted. Felix trembled, but was not
baptized. And, no doubt, many others trembled
under the pov/erful preaching of the apoftles on
the day of Pentecoft; but we do not read that

any of them w^ere baptized, except thofe who
gladly received the word. When the apoftles

w^ent out to the Gentiles, they preached the gof-

pel to vaft multitudes; but we do net find that

they baptized any adults, either men or women,
except thofe who made a credible profeflion of
their faith in Chrift,

We have fufficient light, therefore, whether
we look direftly to the fcriptures, or reafon on
the nature, ufe, and dcfign of this inftitution, to

fliew us that faith is an efiential pre-requifite to

adult baptifm ; or that this ordinance muft not
be adminiftered to any but through the qualify-

ing influence of this grace. The reafon is obvi-

ous. All thepromiled bleflings of the covenant
pf grace are tr^afured in Chrift for his church
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and people, and flow out to them only through
faith. This alone unites us to him, and gives

us a gracious title to the privileges and bleumgs
granted to believers, either for themfelves or

their children. The apoftle addrefled the mul-
titude on the day of Pentecoft, exaftly in this

connexion.

PreflTmg on them the call to repentance, faith,

and baptifm, by this very argument, he faid,

" Repent and be baptized every one of you in
*' the name of Jefus Chrift, for the remiflion of
" fins—For the promife is to you, and to your
*' children.'* It is plain, that there is neither

force nor propriety in this, unlefs repentance and
faith were neceffary to baptifm, and to the enjoy-

ment of the bleffings and privileges of the gofpel

church.

,
That which qualifies an adult perfon for bap-

tifm, gives him, through this ordinance, an equal
right to enjoy all the privileges and bleffings of
the free citizens of Zion. But nothing (hort of
faith in Chrift can give an adult perfon, before

God, and nothing mort of a credible profeffion

of it can, in the view of the church, give him a
right to the enjoyment of all thefe bleffings and
privileges. Faith in Chrift, therefore, muft be
confidered as an eflential qualification for adult

baptifm—And, upon the llrifteft examination,
this will be found to be agreeable to the praftice

of the church in pureft times. It alfo has been
the fentiment and praftice of the moft pious and
fuccefsful minifters of Chrift in every age of the

church—and it agrees v/ith the confeffion of the

faith of our church, and I believe of all the beft
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reformed churches In the world. This difcourfe

ftiall now be clofed with a few remarks.

1. Baptifm is a folemn inftltution. It is un-

doubtedly of equal authority and folemnity with

the holy ordinance, the Lord's fupper. Some
feem to have loofe ideas of baptifm, and of the

qualifications necefiary for its proper fubjefts,

who, at the fame time, are very fuperftitious ref-

pefting the holy fupper. But, according to fcrip-

ture, they are both on the fame foundation

—

Both equally folemn and facred. They have one
author. They are feals of the fame covenant

;

and they are both facraments of the new tefta-

ment, and require the fame qualifications in a-

dult perfons—In both we have to deal with a

heart-fearching God ; and we are to give up
ourfelves in covenant to him, through Jefus

Chrift, to be his for ever.—The fin ofcoming un-

qualified to both, is equally heinous—The pro-

phanation of either is equally dangerous.—He
who comes properly qualified to baptifm, ought

to blefs God^ and come cheerfully to the Lord's

fupper.

2. The true church is founded on the rock

Chrift Jefus. Since baptifm is the initiating

ordinance into the church, faith in Chrift is ne-

ceftary to baptifm in adult perfons. A credible

profeHion of this faith is the ground upon which
Daptifm is to be adminifterea to any adult per-

fon. Accordingly we find that when Peter pro-

feifed his faith in Chrift, our blefted Saviour an-

fwcred, (Matt. xvi. 18.) " And I fay alfo unto
" thee that thou art Peter, and upon this rock
^^ I will build my church; and the gates of hell
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*' {hall not prevail againft it." There may be

other churches, and indeed there muft be other

churches, who are not built on this foundation,

and make not any, or a different profeflion.—

'

They may be numerous and flourifhing ; but

they certainly will be entirely confumed when
every man's work (hall be tried by fire.

3. The church ofChrift ought to hold the or-

dinance of baptifra, very dear and facred. This

not only fignifies and feals to believers the inef-

timable blefTmgs and privileges of the new cov-^

enant, but is the ordinance ofadmiffion into the

church. Oh ! hov/ careful fhould the minifters

and churches of Chrift be in their conduct, left

this facred ordinance be prophaned ! They
fhould always be vigilant, left any (hould prol-

titute it to purpofes foreign to the facred defign

of its inftitution. The world fhould know that

minifters have no right, but from Chrift, to ad-

minifter baptifm to any. Every one ought to

know, that it is not a matter of favor with them,

which they may beftow at pleafure, but at their

peril. The word of God is their rule : And we
all know, or ought to know, that when this fa-

cred inftitution is mifapplied and abufed, it is

always attended with fome of the worft confe-

quences, both to the church and to the fouls of

men.

4. They who defpife and wilfully negleft this

ordinance, cannot be Chriftians. Though we
do not hold that baptifm is abfolutely neceftary

to falvation
; yet fince it is a pofitive inftitution

of Chrift, and enjoined on his church as a ftand-

ing ordinance, they who wilfully neglect it, they
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who defpife it, are certainly chargeable with

continued difobedience to him, and muft be con-

fidered as deftitute of the diflinguifhing qualifi-

cations of Chriftians.

5. All thofe who are baptized are under mofl;

folemn obligations to live holy lives—They are

given up to God—They are fet apart for him

—

They ought to give up themfelves wholly to

God and his fervice, and to live foberly, right-

eoufly and godly in all manner of converfation.

For them now to live in fin, and to purfue the

ways of the wicked, is to deny their baptifm ; is

to difown the God of their fathers, and to load

their fouls with aggravated guilt. Be perfuad-

ed then, all you of this character, to renounce
your tranfgreffions, fpare your own fouls, and
give glory to God through Jefus Chrift. Some
of you have folemnly acknowledged thefe obli-

gations before God and his people ; and have
lealed the covenant at the Lord's table : You
ought, therefore, to love and ferve him, whom
you have thus acknowledged to be your God
and Saviour. Confider, Oh ! confider how ag-

gravated your fins muft be againft fuch folemn
ties ! Can you think any obligations fo facred,

fo folemn, fo often confirmed, as thofe which
you are under, to forfake all the ways of fin, to

live to God, and to ferve him with your whole
foul?



SERMON III

INFANT BAPTISM.

Gal. ili. 29.

And ifye be ChriJFs, then are ye AbraharrCsfeed^

and heirs according to thepromife.

RESPECTING the eternal council of God
the Father, and the defign of his grace to-

wards our loft world, we are informed, John iii.

16. That " God fo loved the world that he gave
*^ bis only begotten Son, that whofoever believ-
" eth in him fhould not perifh, but have ever-i

« Uaing life."

To complete this glorious work of falvation

;

to redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto
himfelf a peculiar people; to deftroy fatan's

kingdom and to bring glory to God in the falva*

lion of finners—Jefus Chrift was appointed Me-
diator of the New-Covenant. It pleafed God,
foon after the fall of man, to reveal this gracious

defign, and fet up his church and kingdom on
earth, which he has fupported in every age of

the world. To the members of this kingdom,
God has, at different times, promifed certain

bleffings, and granted certain privileges gradual-

ly' difplaying the riches of his grace and good-
nefs, in a variety of fucceffive dilpenfations. The
firll gracious intimation is recorded Gen, iii. 15,

E
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where it is promired, that ^' The feed of the wo-
'' man fliall bruife the ferpent's head." It pleaf-

ed God more fully to reveal this glorious defign

to Abraham. With him he eftablilhed a graci-

ous covenant ; a covenant which contained cer-

tain promifes. To him he alfo granted certain

bleffings and privileges, both for his natural and
fpiritual feed, (Gen. xvii. 7.) Upon this 1 fliall

hereafter have occafion to fpeak more fully.

—

God thus conftituted him the Father of the

Faithful. He thus eftablilhed his covenant, that

they (hould not only pattern his faith, but that

all his fpiritual feed or children fhould alfo inhe-

rit the fpiritual bleffings and privileges of the

covenant of promife. This the apoftle, more
than once or twice, exprefsly afferts in our con-

text. '' Know ye, therefore, that they which are
** of faith, the fame are the children of Abraham.
*' And the fcripture forefeeing that God would
'' juftify the heathen through faith, preached be-
^' fore the gofpel unto Abraham, faying. In thee
" fhall all nations be bleffed. So then they
*' which be of faith are bleffed with faithful Abra-
*' ham. That the bleffing of Abraham might
•' come on the Gentiles through Jefus Chrilt

;

** that we might receive the promife ofthe Spirit
'* through faith. For ye are all the children of
" God by faith in Chrifl Jefus.''* Then hefums
up the whole in our text. '' If ye be Chrill's,

" then are ye Abraham's feed, and heirs accord-
'' ing to the promife." That the promife here

mentioned, contained fpiritunl blefimgs and pri-

vileges ; that God granted thcfe to Abraham as

the Father of the Faithful; that it was one of

thofe bleffmors contained in this covenant ofo
* Veiics, 7, 8, 9, 1-4, 1^,
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promife; that infants were to be received with
their parents into the church, and have the feal

ofthe righteoufnefs of faithadminifleredto them
—that this bleffing, or privilege of Abraham, is

now come upon the Gentiles, through faith in

Chrift, as is afferted in the 14th verfe—and that

all v/ho are Chrifl's, are Abraham's feed and
heirs according to the promife as expreiled in

our text, feem to be inconteftable truths. Tlie

doftrine inferred from the words of our text, in

this connexion, as the fubjeti of the enfuing dif-

courfe, is.

That believers under the gofpel difpenfation

have a right to baptifm for their infant children,

or that the infants of fuch are to be baptized.

To illuftrate and eflablifh this doClrine, it is

propofed by divine affillance to fhew,

I. That God did gracioufly grant unto Abra-
ham, as the father of believers, that infants

fhould be received into the vifible church with

their parents.

II. That God commanded, that the feal of

the righteoufnefs of faith fhould be adminiftered

unto them.

III. That this great privilege i.s,underthe gof-

pel, confirmed and continued to believers. Or
that the infant children of believers are to be

baptized.

I. I am to fliow. That God did gracioufly

grant unto Abraham, as the father of believers.
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that inFatits (hould be received into thfc viRble

church with their parents.

That the truth of this tiiay clearly appear, fe-

veral things command particular attention.

1. At a time when religion was very loW iti

Ihfe world, and wheti the vifible church w^as al-

rnoft extinft, God called Abraharii out from the

wricked world, in order to fet up his church and
kingdom in his family.*

2. When God had tried and proved Abra-
liam's faith and obedience,+ he eftablifhed his

covenant with him as ah everlafting covenant,

and fet up his church in Abraham*s houfe.t Herb
we fee certain commands enjoined on Abraham;
certain inftitu'tions for him to obfcrve, and cer-

tain blefTmgs and privileges granted to him for

hirafelf, and for his feed. Thefe blefhngs were
lo continue in the church, afid to defc^ndto his

children through fucceeding ages. This was an
everlafting covenant. " I w^iU be a God to thfee,

'' and to thy feed after thee.''

3. Let itbe ftriflly obferved, thatthefpiritual

T)lelfmgs contained in this covenant, were grant-

ed to Abraham as a father to the faithful. They
are fummed up in thefe emphatical words; " I
*' will be a God to thee, and to thy feed after
''' thee.'* The Jews themfelves underftood it in

this view, but confined the bleffings, both fpirit-

iial and temporal, to Abraham's natural feed

through the law. This grofs miftake the apof-

tle corrects, in the chapter containing oUt text,

^ Gen. (bliap. la. f ^hap.'ij, 16. J Chap. 17.
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by cleat-ly fti^wmg, that they ^vere defigned for

his fpiritual feed alfo, through the gofpel, whe-

ther Jews or Gentiles. The true ftatc of the

hiatter was this—The vifible church at that

time was almoft fwallowed up in a deluge of i-

dolatry, and wickednefs—but God was pleafed

to call forth Abraham, and begin a new difpen-

fation of grace to his church. To difplay more
fully his glorious defign, he gave richer promif-

•^s, and granted more ample privileges.

This "v^-as to be an everlafting eovenantj Gen.
Xvii. 7.

*' And I will eftablifh my covenant be-
*' tween me and thee, and thy feed after tkee, in
^' their generations, for an everlafting covenant,
'*• to be a God unto thee and thy feed after thee."

4. In this difpenfatioii of his grace to hh
church, he exprefsly granted unto Abraham this

great privilege, that infants fhould be received
into the vifible church with their patents ; ind
ht ordered that the fign of the covenant Siduid
lot adminiftered to every male child at eight days
^Id. The feme day, in obedience to the divine
tommand, was Abraham circumcifed, amd^hk
^on Iftimael.*

Her^, my brahrf^n, was fomething new 'aM
.glorious-—Abraham, through this covenant, nb
^oubt, faw Chrift, the glorious head of all his

fpiritual feed, and was glad, as our blefled Savi-
our obferves.t

Under this difpenfation you fee that God ap-
pointed and commanded, that infants fiiculd bt

* Gencfis xvii. f John viii. j6.
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received into the church with their pafents. In-

fants, by circumcifion as an initiating ordinance,

were admitted into the church. Thus theapof-

tie fays, Afts vii. 8. "And he gave him the co-
*' venant of circumcifion. And fo Abraham be-
*•' gat Ifaac, and circumcifedhim the eighth day,'*

&c.

It is very evident that the church once pofTef-

fed this ineftimable privilege of giving up their

children to God in the covenant of promife ;

.and it is as evident that by the Ipecial command
of God, the faithful, in the only true church, en-

joyed the fame through fucceeding ages. They
alfo had many precious promifes for their chil-

dren recorded in the facred oracles, all which
are yea and amen in Chrift Jefus to believers.—
Of this I fliall have occafion to fpeak more free-

ly in another place.

II. I propofe to flicw, that God did command,
that the feal of the righteoufnefs of faith fliould

be adminidered to infants. To prevent a diffi-

culty from arifing in your minds, I would here

obferve, that no fign nor feal, which is wholly

legal, and refpects only temporal bleffings, can,

with any propriety, be called a feal of the righ-

teoufnefs of faith. Thofe who believe the facred

. fcriptures, cannot doubt, that God commanded
circumcifion to be adminillered to infants of

eight days old.^

It is commanded, that not only Abraham muft
.circumcife his own chiidren, but it is exprefsly

commanded, that his feed after him mull becir-

* Gcnefis vii. lo—12—14.
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cumcifed in their generations. So ftricl was the

command, that every uncircumcifed male child

was ordered to be cut off from God's people, be-

caufe he had broken the covenant. Some, per-

haps, may fay, that this is nothing tc the pur-

pofe, for circumcifion was a carnal, legl, bloo-

dy ordinance. They may fay, that it was a co-

venant of works, and could have no refpeft to

Chriftian baptifm. But, my hearers, let your
minds be calm and attentive. As for fuch ran-

ters, let them take heed led they be found to op-

pofe the apollle, and contradift the fpirit of in-

fpiration. Circumcifion was a feal of the righ-

teoufneis of faith. The very fame circumcifion

which God appointed, and commanded to be
adminiftered to infants, who were, by it, admit-

ted into the covenant of promife with their pa-

rents, was a feal of the righteoufnefs of faith.

—

Faith is not of works, but of grace.

Whatever ends circumcifion might be fuppof-

ed to anfwer in this, or the fucceeding difpenfa-

tion, yet it was here a feal of the righteoufnefs

of that faith, by which a believer is juftified and
faved. The apoftle Paul referring exprefsly to

this command of circumcifion, and fpeaking of
the bleffednefs of thofe whofe fins are forgiven,

fays, Romans iv. 9, 10, 11, 12. " Cometh this

" bleffednefs then upon the circumcifion only,
*' or upon the uncircumcifion alfo? for we fay
*' that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righ-
" teoufnefs.—How was it then reckoned? when
*' he was in circumcifion, or in uncircumcifion?
'' Not in circumcifion, but in uncircumcifion.—
'•' And he received the fign of circumcifion, a feal
'' of the righteoufnefs of the faith which he had
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*^ yet bein^ uncircumcifed: that he might be th^
" father of all them that believe, though they bq
" not circumciled, that righteoufnefs might b?
*' imputed unto them alfo:—And the father of
" circumcifion to them who are not of the cir-

" cumcifion only, but who alfo walk in the fteps
*' of that faith of our father Abraham, which be
" had being yet uncircumcifed."

Having proved to you that circumcifion wa^
a feal of the righteoufnefs of faith, and having
proved, that God himfelf commanded it to he
adminiftered to infants as a (landing ordinance.

in his church, under the Abrahamic and Mofaic
difpenfations of the covenant ofpromife, it, there-*

fore, muft be evident to every impartial mind,

that the true church once had this grant from
heaven, and that the members of the vifible

church did once, and for a long time enjoy this

great, this interelling privilege- They did give

Up their infant offspring to God, and in token

of this the feal of the righteoufnefs of faith wa$
adminiftered to them.

Thefe are the points which were to be efta-

blifhed under the firll and fecond heads of this

difcourfe. But before I proceed to the next head,

it may be ncceffary to anfwer fome objeftions,

which have been thrown in the way of the truth,

and which may flill be lurking in fome of your

miftds.

It has been faid, that the law given at Sinai

difannulled this covenant with Abraham; that

the law was four hundred and thirty years after

this ; and that, fince it was an entire uew dif-
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penfation, attended with many new ceremonies,

it muft have rendered the Abrahamic difpenfa-

tion ufelefs. In confequence of this remark, fome
have faid, that all arguments drav/n thence are of

no weight, and tend only to confufe and deceive

weak minds. All this is very plaufible, indeed^

and may have great weight v/ith fome; but it is

cafy to fhew every candid mind that the affertion

is falfe, and that the objeflion has no force.

1. Though it fliould be granted that the A-
brahamic difpenfation ceafed, . w^hen fucceeded

by the Mofaic economy; yet it will by no
means follow, that the covenant of promife was
made void. Neither will it follow, that any of
the bleflTmgs and privileges once granted to be-»

lievers, were taken away. Thefe may (land good,

and promifed blelhngs be more clearly holden up
to viev/, and more liberally bellowed on the

church, in a new way, by the fucceeding difpen-

fation, agreeably to the gracious defign of God,
more fully to difplay his mercy*

2. It is certain, that circumcifion, as a fign of
the Abrahamic covenant, and as a feal of the

righteoufnefs of faith^ was continued under the

Jewiih difpenfation ; that the privileges granted
to the church were continued—that many of the

bleffings promifed to Abraham, as the father of
believers, were enjoyed by the Jewifh church,
and that God befrowed thefe bleffings on that

people, as the God of Abraham, the God of
Ifaac, and the God of Jacob. It, therefore, muit
follow, that the Abrahamic covenant was not
made void by the Jewiih difpenfation.
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3. But what is more than all, we have the apof-

tle's exprefs declaration on this head—a decla-

ration, which, when properly confidered, mud
for ever filence all fuch objedors. Gal. iii. 17.
*' And this I fay, that the covenant that was con-
*' firmed before of God in Chrift, the law which
" was four hundred and thirty years after can-
^* not difannul, that it ihould make the promife
*' of noneeffed." If the law, or Jewifh difpen-

fation, had made void this great promife, or pri-

vilege, it would now have been of noneeffeft.

—

The bleffings could not have come upon us Gen-
tiles.

III. It is here propofed to fhew^ that the pri-

vilege once granted to Abraham, as the father

of believers, that infants fhould be received into

the vifible church with their parents, is confirmed

under the gofpel, and is continued to believers.

Here it would be eafy to fhew, that all the pro-

xnifes, bleflings and privileges ofthe church, con-

tained in every difpenfation, in all their true fpi-

rilu il meaning, are, under the gofpel, confirmed

and continued to believers; but we are confined,

by the narrow limits of our difcourfe, to only

one privilege. But let it be our prefent comfort,

that this is not fmall.

1. Every fpiritual privilege once granted to

the church by its great King and Head, remains

in full force until repealed. This may be thus

illuftrated—God once granted unto Abraham,
as a father in the church, the privilege of giving

up himfelf in covenant. This remained in force

under the Jewifii difpenfation to all his feed, and

as it is not vet repealed, remains ilill in force to
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all his fpiritual children. This, I believe, will

hold good with refpeft to all the fpiritual bleff-

ings and privileges God has granted to his church
in every age. Modes and fliadows may be chang-

ed, but the fubftance (till remains. It has been
proved, that God did grant and confirm unto his

church the privilege that infants fliould be re-

ceived into the vifible church with their parents,

and that the feal of the righteoufncfs of faith

fhould be given unto them. This, unlefs it has

been repealed, moft certainly remains as an in-

heritance for believers, which they may enjoy as

members of the vifible, church and true children

of Abraham. For to ufe the apoftle's argument,
believers are all one in Chrift Jefus, and if ye be

Chrift's, then are ye Abraham's feed, and heirs

according to the promife.

If believers have now an undoubted right, by
heirfhip, to all the privileges of the covenant of
promife granted to Abraham, which are not re-

pealed under the gofpel, we may boldly affert,

that if this privilege is not now repealed, the

command of God is now on all true believers to

give up their infants to him in covenant; and,

as a token to this, ought to adminifler to them
that which is now the fign of the covenant, and

feal of the righteoufncfs of faith.

But we believe, and confidently affirm, tliat all

the fpiritual blelfings and privileges formerly

granted to the church are now in full force.

We have particularly proved, that this privi-

lege alfo was once granted, it, therefore, remains

confirmed under the gofpel, and continued to
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believers. Thofe who undertake to releafc Chrif-

tians from this command of God, and deny be-

lievers the ineftimable pleafure of giving up their

dear infant-ofiTspring to God in covenant through
Jefus Chrift, ought now folemnly to prove, that

this privilege is made void by the gofpeL The
burden of proof now lies upon our brethren,

the Baptifts. Here we ought alway to put the

laboriiig oar into their hands, and then let them
labor fince they will undertake it. But, alas!

their talk here is as difficult as it is unthankful.
—Our bleffed Saviour charges us not to think
that he came to '' deftroy the law and the pro-
'' phets,''(Matth. v. 17.) Theapofllealfoalfures
us, that all the promifes are yea and amen in

Chrift Jefus, (2 Cor. i. 20.) Agreeably to this

we miay be affured that Chrift came to be unto

his dear people all that the law typified of him
—to fulfil all that the prophets foretold of him,

and to bellow all the fpiritual bleffings promifed

in his word.

But let us calmly hear, and let us without pre-

judice examine what our brethren the Baptilts

fay to prove that this privilege is repealed by the

gofpcl.

1. It is faid that this covenant belonged to the

Jewifh dilpenfation, which v/as wholly done a-
\

vray by Cliriit, and that confequently it is now
of no force.

Anf 1. But though v»'e allow that the Jewifh
ilifpenfation is now wholly done away—though
VvC alfo grant that this privilege belonged to it,

yel it wiii not follow that this, or, indeed, any of
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the fpiritual blefiings and privileges are now re-

pealed. vVe muR here diftin^uiih between a

difpenfation, and the bleffings difpenfed. The
former is the way in which the latter are difplay-

ed and communicated. The Jewifh difpenla-

tion v/as only the manner which God chofe, by
various laws, types and fhadows to difplay and
communicate the bleffings of his covenant to the

Jewifh church. It is eaiy to fee, that one dif-

penfation may entirely ceafe and give place to

another, and yet all the covenant-bleffings and
privileges of the formxr may be continued, and,

indeed, many m.ore added and enjoyed under the

latter. This, in faft, has been the cafe in the

church through various fuccefiive dilpenfations,

as might very eafily be fhevv-n, were it neceffary.

2. But vfe utterly deny that the covenant of

promife containing the privilege for which we
contend, ever belonged to the Jewifh difpenfa-

tion. We aflert the reverfe, that the Mofaic

difpenfation belonged wholly to this, and was

added four hundred and thirty years after, for

fpecial reafons as the apoflle fays.* Since there-

fore, the giving of the law did not difannul the

covenant of promife, the taking of it away, cer-

tainly could not deflroy the privilege for which
we contend. Neither could it make void the

folemn command by which it was enjoined, nor

hinder the bleffmg of Abraham, in this refped,

from coming on the Gentiles. This is molt ev-

idently the true ftate of the matter. V/hen the

Jewifn difpenfation was taken away, the cove-

nant command and promife, with all the fpirit-

ual privileges and bleiTmgs, came under the gof-

* Gal. iii. 17, 18.
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pel difpenfation confirmed to true believer"^, the

fpiritual feed of Abraham, the true heirs accord-

ing to the promife. Thus it is eafy to fee, how
the bleffing of Abraham is now come on us

Gentiles.

To this it is objefted that the promife of the

land of Canaan is done away. Though this ob-
jeftion is not fo very evident in every refpeft

;

Yet grant it, and then the heavenly Canaan re-

mains to the Church, which was the fpiritual

meaning of the original promife. That circum-
cifion is abolifl)ed by the gofpel, is another ob-

ieftion. But notwithftanding this, the fpiritual

bleffings fignified by circumcifion, remain under
the goipel ; and Jefus Chrift fulfils it to his peo-
ple by circumcifing their hearts. Chrift, under
the gofpel difpenfation, has alfo inftituted bap-
tifm,to be the fign of the covenant, and the feal

of the righteoufnefs of faith. This, therefore,

is called by the apoitle the circu^rcifion of Chrift.

Col. ii. 11, 12. "' In whom alfo ye are circum-
" cifed with the circumcifion made without hands,
'' in putting oflTthe body of the fins of the flefli,

'' by the circumcifion of Chrift, buried with him
'' in baptifm," &c.

Baprifrn now remains under the gofpel an ini-

tiating ordinance into the church. It is now tl>e

fign of the covenant of promife, and the true

feal of the righteoufnefs of faith. From this there

is not the leaft evidence that the command is re-

pealed, and the granted privilege taken away;
out, on the contrary, it clearly fiiews, that they
are in full force on believers under the gofpel.
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Though the Jewifh difpenfation be abolifhed

—though circumcifion be done avv^ay, yet the

grant is not repealed —the privilege remains to

believers—the command is in full force, and fince

baptifm is the circumcifion of Chrilt, and a feal

of the righteoufnefs of faith, through the admi-
nillration of this, the bleffing of Abraham may
now come upon the Gentiles. Some, to prove
that this privilege is now repealed, and that in-

fants are cut off from the church by the gofpel,

bring Matth. iii. 8, g. " Bring forth, therefore,
*' fruits meet for repentance: And think not to
*^ fay v\^ithin yourfelves. We have Abraham to our
" father: fori fay unto you, That God is able
'' of thefe Hones to raife up children unto Abra-
'' ham." Upon this I would make the following

obfervations.

1. The infants of believers are here either in-

tended, or not intended. If infants are not fpok-

en of m this place, it is nothing to the purpofe,

for which it is cited. But fhould any fay, that

the infants of believers are here intended, and are

by this cut offfrom the church as well as others,

it will alio as certainly follow, according to verfes

lo— 12. ''That fi*ice they cannot brmg forth
*' fruit, they will alfo be hewn dov/n, and caft in-
*' to unquenchable fire."

2. The truth is this, adult perfons only are in-

tended by John in this addrefs. They are trees

full grown, which mufl bring forth good fruit,

or be excluded the church by the gofpel, and be
hewn down, and call into unquenchable fire.—r-

The Pharifees and Sadducees prefamed that they

had a good right to baptifm, merely because they
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were the natural feed of Abraham. But John
fhewed them, that under the gofpel this would
be of no avail to any adults, who do not bring
forth good fruit. I'his implies what we contend
for, that all who bring forth fruit meet for repent-

ance, fhould, under the golpel, inherit the cove-,

nant-blelfmg of Father Abraham.

Others think that, what the apoflle fays, in his

epiitle to the KeDrews,* refpefting God's mak-
ing a new covenant and deftro) ing the old, fully

repeals the grant, command and promife for

which we contend. But it will be evident to any
one at leafl to every impartial mind, who atten-

tively reads this and the following chapter, that

the apoRle here, refers only to the law given at

Sinai, or the Jewiih difpenfation. T.his, we have
proved, may be abolifhed, and the privileges

which God had before granted his church, with

the command by which they were enforced, re-

main unaffected. Whatever, in the Jewifli dif-

penfation, was defigned loy the old covenant,

which was taken away, it could not difannul the

,covenant which was before confirmed in Chrifl,

it could not fo difannul it, as to make void any
jofthe fpiritual privileges and bleffings. For thefe

-were before confirmed in ChriiL to believers.

—

(Gal. ill. 17.

It alfo appears from this whole epiflle, that

the apoIHe was laboring to convince the Jew^,
that God's defign in the abolition of the Sinaic

economy, containing many cofUy, carnal, and
bloody ordinances, and a worldly fanfluary, was
to make way for the gofpel xiifpenfation, a dif-

* Hebrews viii. 7, 8, 9.
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penfation which, inftead of contrafting the blcf*

fings and privileges of his dear people, fliould

eflablifii them on a better foundation, with great

additions, and (hould increafe their fpiritual blelf-

ings in heavenly places in Chrift Jefus. Here
certainly can be nothing like a repeal of the

grant made to Abraham. It is worthy of par-

ticular notice, that in giving a view of the new
covenant, the apoftle makes ufe of the fame ex-

preffion which God ufed with Abraham. By
this he doubtlefs intended to fhew, that the pri-

vileges granted to Abraham are confirmed and
contmued to believers under the gofpel.

But if the Abrahamic bleffing refpeSing in-

fants is confirmed and continued to believers un-

der the gofpel, it is moft certain that the com-
mand alio comes clothed with ail the weight of
the vaftly fuperior light and grace which diftin-

guifh the gofpel difpenfation. We may, with
much greater propriety, infiit, that the Baptifts

(hould point out a repeal of this command—that

they (hould point out an exprefs prohibition of
infant-baptifm in the New Teftament, with much
greater propriety, I fay, than they can demand
of us a new command for a privilege once grant-

ed to the church, a privilege always enjoyed be-

fore, and a privilege fo clearly eftabitfiied and
continued to believers under the gofpel. We
cannot, we dare not give up this privilege of be-
lievers without fome exprefs warrant from God.
An exprefs command from him is as neceffary

to nullify, as to eltablifh a pofitive inftitution, to

revoke as to grant a privilege to the church.

—

The Chriftian church thus underftcod it, and
G
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both circumcifion and baptifm were at firft ad-

miniflered together even to the Gentiles, till cir-

cumcifion was exprefsly prohibited by infpira-

tion, and baptifin alone eftablilhed in the church,

as the fign of the covenant, and fealof the righ-

teoufneis of faith. But there is no prohibition

of the privilege granted to the church, refpefl-

ing their infant feed; it, therefore, remains to

believers under the fanftion of the divine com*
mand, and is fealed to them for their children in

the ordinance of baptifm. We have no neceffi-

ty of a new command, fince baptifm is now the

feal of the righteoufnefs of that faith by which
we become the feed of Abraham, and heirs ac-

cording to the promife. We might, with the

greatelt propriety, reft the controverfy here, for

the Baptifts cannot fhew any prohibition of this

privilege in the facred fcriptures—believe and be
baptized refpefts adult perfons in the firft in-

ftance, and their offspring through them, as is

proved. If the grant is no where repealed, it is

moft certainly continued to believers under the

gol'pel difpenfation. But in addition to this, we
think it is eafy to fliew, that this privilege is

confirmed to believers in many places in the

New Tellament. We have fliewn from fcrip-

ture, that God did grant this privilege unto A-
braham as the father of believers, and that he
did command that infants Ihould be received in-

to the vifible church with their parents, and en-

joined, that the leal of the righteoufnefs of faith

be adminiftered to them. When, therefore, we
find the apoftle declaring, that they who are of
the faith are the children of Abraham,''^ that they

arc blefted with faithful Abraham/i" that the bleff-

* Gal. iii. 7. t Verfe 9.
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ing of Abraham is come on the Gentiles through

Jcius Chrifr, (GaU-Jii. 14.J and then declaring, in

our text, that if ye be Chrifrs then are ye Abra-
ham's feed, and heirs according to the proraife:

we muft firmly believe that this Abrahamic pri-

vilege or blefling, as well as others, is confirmed
to believers under the gofpel difpenfation.

The apoftle, in his epiftle to the Romans, af-

firms very clearly, by a flriking fimilitude, that

the Gentile believers were to enjoy, at lead, the

fpiritual privileges and bleflTmgs granted to the

Jewifh church, Romans xi. 16, 17. " For if the
" firft fruit be holy, the lump isalfo holy: and if

" the root be holy, fo arc the branches.—And
*' if fonie of the branches be broken off, and thou,
*' being a wild olive-tree, wert graffed in amoni^
" them, and with them partakelt of the root and
*' fatnefs of the olive-tree." For whether by the

root is meant Jefus Chrift, or Abraham, and by
the olive-tree is underftood the church, or the

covenant, yet being grafted in by faith they par-

took of the root and fatnefs of the olive-tree.

—

This cannot be underftood of the enjoyment of

any thing (hort of the fame fpiritual privileges

and bleflings, of which the Jews were deprived.

But the Jews once enjoyed this Abrahamic pri-

vilege refpefting infants, and are now deprived

of it by their unbelief. If Gentile believers, un-

der the gofpel, are cut off from the privilege of

having their infant-offspring admitted with them
into the vifible church by baptifm, then though
they partake of the root, yet are they cut off

from the fatnefs of the olive-tree—a ccnlequence

which is both unnatural and abfurd. It is evi-

dently contrary to the apoftle's defign; and it
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greatly weakens, if not wholly deftroys the force

of his reafoning in this place. Our blefTed Sa-

viour very feverely reproved thofe difciples who
forbad that little children fhould be brought to

him, that they might receive his bleffing. On
that occafion, he gave them a command, which
may be confidered as binding upon all his dif-

ciples. He replied, '^ fuflFer little children to
•' come unto me, and forbid them not; for, faid
*' he, of fuch is the kingdom of God:" Or, in

other words, fuch as are brought to me by faith

for my bleffing, belong to my church, or king-

dom on earth. The order which immediately
follows refpefting the adrniffion of adult mem-
bers into this kingdom, feems to favor this fenfe

of the words, (Mark x. 14, 15.) This command
alfo feems to be a plain confirmation of the for-

iner privilege granted to his people. Thus the

apoflle learned of Chrift, and taught the Corinthi-

ans, (1 Cor. vii. 14. and onward) that if either pa..

rent was a believer, the children were, by God's
appointment, fet apart for him, or confecrated,

as the word, tranflated holy, often fignifies in the

facred oracles.

To bring the matter to a point—That the inr

fant children of believers are to be baptized, is a
neceffary confequence of the propofuions which
have been already eftabiifhed. In whatever light

we take them, either together or feparately, it will

clearly follow, that the infant childrenof believ.-

prs are to be baptized. God granted unto A-
l^raham, as the father of believers, that infants

Ihould be received into the vifible church with
their parents; and he alfo commanded that the

feal of the rightepufnefs of faith fhould be admi-
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niftered unto them. But we have proved that

tliis great privilege is, uader the gofpel, confirm-

ed and continuea to believers, confequently the

infants of believers, vmder the gofpel, are to be

received into the vifible church with their parents,

and, by the command of God, muft have the feal

of the righteoufnefs of faith given to them, which

is the Chriflian circumcifion or baptifm.

1. God did grant unto Abraham, as the father

of believers, that infants fliould be received into

the vifible church with their parents. All true

believers, under the gofpel, are Abraham 's feed,

and as his children they are the true heirs, in

Chrid, of this privilege, therefore, by the divine

appointment, their infant children mult be re-

ceived into the vifible church with them, and are

to be circumcifed with the circumcifion of Chrift

;

or, in other words, they muft be baptized.

2. God commanded that the feal of the righ-

teoufnefs of faith fliould be adminiftered to in-

fants, who are received into the church with

their parents. Circumcifion was once this feal

in the church, but, under the gofpel, baptifm is

the feal of the righteoufnefs of faith ; therefore,

by divine appointment, baptifm muft be admi-

niftered to thofe infants, who are admitted into

the church with their parents under the gofpel

difpenfation.

3. The great privilege, that infant children

fhpuld be received into the church with their

f)arents, and have the fign of the covenant, the

eal of the righteoufnefs of faith, adminiftered to

them, is, under the gofpel, confirmed and con-
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tinued to believers. Hence it clearly follows,

fmce baptifm is the feal of the righteoufnefs of
faith, that when adult perfons, upon their re-

pentance and faith, are admitted into the gofpel
church, their infant children arc to be received

with them, and to be baptized. Thus the apof-

tle Peter, on the day of Pentecoft, in the appli-

cation of that moft fuccefsful fermon, applies the

promife exactly to this purpofe. He enforces

on his affefted audience the gofpel call to re-

pentance, faith and Chriftian baptifm, by this

meftimable privilege. (A£ts iii. ig.) '' Repent
" ye, therefore, and be converted, that your fins

" may be blotted out, when the times of refrefh-
" ing fhall come from the prefence of the Lord."
It may not be improper here to take notice of
fome other paffages of the facred fcriptures,

which may be confidered as direft proofs of in-

fant baptifm. The commiffion of our bleffed

Saviour on this point, claims our firft attention,

{Matt, xxviii. in.) Though it is brought by the

Baptifls as an objeftion; yet, properly consider-

ed, I think it is fo far from being in their favor,

that it will afford a convincingproof of ourdoc-
tnne to any perfon free from prepoffeffions,

1. The apoflles were commanded to go out
into all the world. Till then they had been
confined to the Jews, and both circumcifion and
baptifm were adminiflercd to thofe who embra-
ced the gofpel, and to their infants. There was
not the leait hint antecedent to this, that infants

•were to be excluded, but much to the contrary,
:as h;is been (hewn. The apofHes themfelves did
not know that it would be lawful for them to go
out to the Gentiles ; much lefs that infants, as
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the Baptifts affert, were to be cut off from this

privilege in the gofpel church. They were here

commanded to teach all nations, and preach the

gofpel to every creature. It is probable that e-

ven the baptifts do not imagine, that this imme-
diately refpefts infants, as to the external teach-

ing and preaching of the word, they being whol-

ly incapable of this. . But it certainly does fome
way refpeci them. The words are plain—The
command is exprefs—Go teach all nations—Go
preach the gofpel to every creature. Surely our
Saviour, who fo tenderly took the dear little

ones into his gracious arms, who fo affcclionate-

ly bleffed them, I fay furely he did not forget

them on this mod interefting occafion—Surely

he was not ignorant ofthe tender feelings—Sure^

ly he was not a ftranger to the pious breathings

of the parental heart of his dear people in ages

paft. On this occafion, when the life of a thou-

land poor Ifhmaelites was at flake, he had not
forgotten the burft of Abraham's fatherly heart,
" Oh, that Ifhmael might live before thee!" (Gen.
xvii. 18.) Nor was the compaffionate Saviour
infenfible to thofe pious parental defires of true

believers towards their infant offspring through
all future ages. Much lefs can any fuppofe, that

he excludes them from the race of intelligent

creatures, to whom the apoftles were to preach
the gofpel. We mull either deny that they are
part of all nations—we muft alfo either deny
that they are rational creatures, or we mull fup-

pofe that they are fome how included in the a-

pollles miffion.

2. The apoflles are hereby commanded, to

teach (viatheteu/atc) to difciple all nations, and
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prrach the gofpel to every creature. Since then

It IS certain, that the teaching and preaching of
the go.^pel does fome way refpcft infants, I corr-

f^fs upon the Baptift's plan, I am utterly at a lofs

"how to underi^and it, unlefsit be wholly to ex-

"ciade them from Chriftian baptifm, from tht

thurch, and from heaven; and either to ftrike

them out of exiitence all together, or to plunge
them headlong into eternal damnation. But if

we underflind the commifTion in the plain and
natural fenfe, according to the circumftances in

which it was fpoken, as an honeft, pious Jev/

vrould take it, and as it is clear the apollles un-

derltood it, the whole matter is plain. The
teaching and preaching of the gofpel, were to

difciple infants by baptifm with their believing

parents, as had been a common known cuftom
among the Jews, when they profelyted a heathen

to the true religion.

• The commiiTion was exprefs—It was very ea-

fy to be underftood by thofe to whom it was
given—Since they were well acquainted with

the command by which infants were to be re-

ceived into the church with their parents—fmce
they knew this had always been the praftice

—

ana fmce they had never lieard any thing to the

contrary drop from the blefied lips of their di-

vine mailer, but much in favor offuch little ones,

was it poffible for them to underftand it in fuch
a manner, as to exclude the infants of believers

from the church and from baptifm?

Upon the whole, it is with me beyond all doubt
that the apoftles fo undcrllood their bleffed maf-

ter, as fully to warrant and oblige them to re-
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believing parents, and baptize them. Agreeably

to this they praftifed, when it is faid that Lydia
and her houlhold were baptized—when the jail-

or and all his were baptized, and when Paul bap-

tized the houfe of Stephanus, &c. It thus con-

tinued, no doubt, through the apoflolic age; and
from the beft account we have in hiftory infant-

baptifm was generally, if not univerfally, pratiifi-

ed in the church more than twelve hundred years,

though much corrupted. Notwithftanding fome
have lince called it in queftion, yet, through all

this long fpace of time, there was no church or

fociety ofChriltians which denied infant-baptifm,

except thofe who denied all baptifm with water.

We have a particular authentic hiftory, both of
the firft rife and progrefs of this fe6l that denied

infant-baptifm. It hrft appeared in Germany at

the place called Munfter, loon after the reform-

ation from Popery.

If we grant, as the Baptifts affert, that infant-

baptifm was neither allowed nor praftifed by the

church in the apoltolic age, it is utterly impoffi-

ble that it (hould have been introduced in any
fubfequent period of the church. They, there-

fore, might as well affert that it never has beea
pra6lifed.

; Let us now candidly examine this matter.—
Some confidently affirm, that this praftice was
firfl introduced into the church in the dark days
of Popery. This cannot poffibly be true. It is*

eafy to Ihcw from the mofl authentic writers in

thofe times, thai it was pradifed in the church
H
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long before; and, if* I miftake not, fome of the

Bapiiil: writers thcmfclves allow that it wasprac-
tiied in the African church before the dark period

of Popery. But be this as it may, it was not then

firlt introduced into the church. Ifit wasnot the

praftice in the apoftles' day, it muft have begun
m fome of the fucceeding ages before Popery.

—

It is generally allowed that it commonly prevail-

ed through ail the churches after the fourth cen-

tury. Air. Tombs, on the part of the Baptifts,*

exprefsly fays, that St. Auftm's authority carried

it ni the following ages almoil without control;

but St. Auflin moft folemnly profefles, that he

never heard of any in his time that oppofed in-

fant-baptifm. We have only the four firfl cen-

turies to examine. We are certain that the prac-

tice was firft begun in one of them. Let us,

therefore, go back and fee if we can pofTibly find

-when it was firft introduced into the church.

—

Our brethren, the Baptifts, are, with us, equally

intereded in this inquiry. St. Auflin, who lived

ill the fourth century, fpeaksofit as prevailing

in his day; and that it was not decreed by any
council, but had been ever in ule. The fame
v.uthor, in .his difpute witii the Pelagians about
•original fin, brings infant-boptifm as an unan-
lwen;ble proof of original corruption. This was
.iibout A. D. 3qo. We alfo have a number of
writers through the whole of this century, who
•fpeak of inFant-baptifm. but fay nothing of its

introJuClion. As Siiicius, A. D. 384, St. Am-
brofe 37,1,'^ Grce. Nazianzbn 300, Optatus 306,
"the Council of Elibrius 305, and inanv others,

mention infant-baptifni as a thing m common
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ufe in the church. Thus, we fee, it was not firfl:

introduced in the fourth century ^

In the third Century, there are feveral re-

markable teflimonies concerning infant-baptifm,

which make it very evident that it was not iiril

introduced in that day. About the middle of
this century Cyprian called a council of fixty-fix

minifters or bifhops on this queflion, '* Whether
" infants might be baptized before they were
*^ eight days old?" This council unanimoufly
agreed, there was no neceffity for fuch a delay.

In confequence of this, a letter, which was fign-

ed by Cyprian, was written to the churches, to

notify to them the refult of their deliberation,

Origen, who was born lefs than an hundred
years after the apoftles, and flouridied in the be-

ginning of this century, fpeaks often of infant-

baptifm in his Homilies on Original Sin, as an e-

ftabliflied praftice in the church. In one place

he exprefsly fays, that the church had a tradi-

tional order from the apoilles to give baptifm to

infants. This clearly Ihews, that infant-baptifni

was then an ufage in the church. Tertullian al-

fo, who lived about the fame time, mentions in-

fant-baptifm as no novelty in his day. He pleads

for the delaying of the baptiiin of infants on ac-

count only of the danger Vv'hich might attend the

introduction of fponfors. This can properly ap-

ply only in thofe cafes, where parents were un-
believers, or were hck. Jccnb Pamelius ob-

ferves, in his Annotations on this place, tliat Ter-

* Hiflory of Infant Captifm, pan i, chap. 7, 3, to the 2 % Dr. Fov
bafius Hill. Theology.
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tnllian had reference to fuch.* From thefe ob-

fervations, it is clear that infant-baptifm was not
firll introduced either in the third or fourth cen-

tury. It certainly was not introduced in the

fourth, becaufe we find it in the third—neither

in the third, becaufe it is there fpoken of as a

common undifputed praftice. Our inquiry is

now reduced to the limits only of two centuries,

and it is clear to me, that infant-baptifm muft
have been introduced into the Chriftian church
in one or the other. Let us now carefully exa-

inine the m_atter with refpeft to the fccond cen-

tury, the age that immediately followed the a-

poltles and firft minifters of Jefus Chrift.

All the immediate fuccefTors of the apoftles

jTiuft perfonally know, what was the practice of
the apolUes themfelves. The churches alfo muft
know whether their infants were baptized or not.

If the minifters and churches knew that infant-

baptifm had never been praftized by theapoftles,

it IS utterly impoftible that it ftiould then have
been introduced into the church without making
great difturbance. It muft have met with the

greateft oppofition, both from the minifters and
churches, of primitive zeal and purity. Were
that fact, is it credible that we ihould not have
}}eard fomething of it, when fome of the v/rit-

ings of thole Fathers have come down to us?

—

Two of them are frequently mentioned on this

fubjecl, but not a word that there was any con-
troverfy in the church refpefting infant-baptifm,

Ireneus, who fiouriihcd about the middle of this

pentury, was acquainted with Pclycarp, St. Johi; s

* Cr. rorbcfius* Iiift. Theology.
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difciplc, and alfo faw and converfed with thofc

who.had feen Jefus Chrift. He iTientioned inr

fant-baptifm as no matter of dilpute. Reckon-
ing up ieveral forts of perfons who were born a^

gain unto God, he exprefsly mentioned infants ar

mong them. It is naturally fuppofed that he

there muft mean their being born of the water,

or baptized, as many of the Fathers ufed the

word m this fenfe, as infants could give evidence

of no other regeneration.

Juftin Martyr, who is fuppofed to have been

born about tfiirty years after the death of our

bleffed Saviour, in his Apology, v/ritten in the

year 140, mentions perfons who were difcipled

to Chrift in infancy. He alfo fpeaks of bap-

tifm*s being to us inftead of circumcifion. Igna-

tius lived in the end of the firil century. He
converfed with the apoftles, and fuftered mar*

tyrdom under Trajan, A. D. 107."^ But from
none of thefe have we a word refpefiing the lirft

rife of infant-baptifm in their day. Since we have

now purfued our inquiry back to the firft cen-*

tury without fuccefs, I would juft make one re*

mark here on the vvhole. If infant-baptifm is

fuch a grofs error and corruption—if its intro-

du6lion deftroys the very being of the church,

it is utterly incredible, if not impoffible, that the

pra£lice of it could have obtained, either in the

fecond, third, or fourth centuries, without its

rife and progrefs being mentioned, or even that

there were ever fuch heretics in the world. This

remark obtains great weight when we confider

that St. Auilin, in the dole of the fourth ceutu*

* Dr.Forbcfms' Hill. Theology.
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r}% wrote a book, giving a particular account of
all feSs that were, or ever had been in the church

—(he enumerates eighty-eight with their feveral

tenets.)—And when we find, in the writings of

the Fathers, an account of all the particular er-

rors, and fmallett departures from the faith and
pratlice once eflablifhed in the church, we are

reduced to this dilemma, either that infant-bap-

tifm was introduced into the church in the firft

century by the apollles themfelves, or that it nev-

er has been praftifed in any age of the world.

—

The latter is contrary to known faft. The for-

mer is the truth, and it is the very doftrine pro-

pofed to be illultrated and eftabliihed by this dif-

courfe. I fhall now conclude with a few remarks.

1. We have both fcripture command and ex-

ample, for receiving infants of believers into the

vifible church with their parents, and for ad-

miniflering to them the feal of the righteoufnefs

of faith. This command and this example from
Abraham the father of the faithful, evidently run

through the whole of the Old and New-Tefta-
ments. When Chrift came and fulfilled the law
and the prophets, he confirmed the covenant of
promife, he enlarged it with greater privileges,

and he continued it to believers under the glori-

ous gofpel, as examples of infant-baptifm. We
alfo have the evident praflice ofall the churches

of ChriR in ages of the greatefl zeal and purity.

Thofe v/ho deny that there is either command
or example for this praftice, ought firft to point

out from authentic hiflory, a church or fuciety

of Chriiiians, wiihin twelve hundred years of the

apoftlcSj who did not praclile infant-baptifiTi,
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2. Thofe who deny infant-baptifm have no

JLifl ground for breaking off from all the church-

es oi Chrifl on this account ; and much lefs for

efteeming themfelves the only true church in the

world. For though they hold this to be an er-

ror, yet it is not fuch as to fubvert the founda-

tion, nor indeed has it always been their fenti-

ments, as appears by a confedion of the faith of

a hundred churches of their communion.* Aw-
ful have been the confequences of this feparation,

and, perhaps, nothing tarnilhed the glory of the

reformation from Popery more than the condufl

of its firlt founders. Thofe, therefore, who, in the

prefent day would break off from other churches

ofChrill andjoin this feparate communion, ought

firft well to confider the nature of the aclion, left

they be involved in the awful guilt of many ge-

nerations. On the whole, it is high time that all

party-zeal was banidiedfrom the church of Chrift,

and that all denominations w^ere united in the

common caufe. The day of the Lord is at hand.

In the mean time, let us give up ourfelves and

all ours to God and to his difpoial—Let us take

hold of the covenant through Jefus Chrift,'and

thankfully enjoy the privileges—Let us plead the

promifes for ourfelves and our children—and fi-

nally, let us wait patiently for his coming and
kingdom, who will then reveal his righteousjudg-

ment, and reward every man according to Kjs

works. ^ '

''

'

* Printed in London, 1699.



SERMON IV.

BELIEVERS and th eir OFFSPRING
KN COVENANT WITH GOD.

Acts ii. 39.

J^or the proviife is unto you, and to your children,

and to all that arc afar off, ev€n as many as the

Lord our Gudjhall calL

IN the former part of this chapter, we have an
account of that wonderful out-pouring of the

Holy Ghofi: upon the apoflies on the day of Pen*
tecoft. In the context we have Peter's folema
addrefs to the mixed muhitude, collected togeth-

er on that occafion, in v/hich the apoftie proves

^o them that Jefus Chriil, whom they had taken,

and by wicked haods crucified andflain, was the

:Son ofGod, the true Mefiiah and Saviour of thp

w^orld. And he foiemnly teftifies that God had
xaifcd him from the deaa, and had exaked him
^t his right hand, whofe blood they had impi-

oufly imprecated on themfejyes, and on their

children. Under a fenfe of this guilt they wei^e

pricked to the heart, and, under awful appre-

nenfions of the divine wrath, in agonies of diflrefs

they cried out, men, brethren, wnatj^iz// we do?
The apoflle then called them to repent of their

fins—to enibrace the gofpel, and to be baptized

in the name of Jefus Chrilt, as the only way to
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cfcape tlie divine wrath, which was coming on
that wicked generation, and as the only way to

enjoy the bieffmgs and privileges of the gofpel-

difpenfation. This call they enforced by the

weighty argument in our text. " For the promife
" is unto you, and to your children, and to all

" that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our

*' God {hall call."

It is generally fuppofed that this declaration

refpefts both Jews and Gentiles. The promife

is to you, and to your children. This refpefts

thofe who were of the Jewifli religion. The pro-

mife is to them who are afar off, when God mail

call them, and to their children. This is fup-

pofed to have reference to the Gentiles, who
Ihould alfo be gathered into the church by the

gofpel, and (hould then enjoy the bleflings and
privileges of the covenant of promife with God's
people.

We have feen in the preceding difcourfe, that

all who believe are Abraham's feed, and heirs ac-

cording to the promife; and that, by divine ap-

pointment, the infant children of fuch arc to be
received with their parents, and to be baptized.

But it has been allied, what advantage is this to

f)arents, or to their children? To give an an-

wer to this queftion fhall be the fubjeft of my
prefent difcourfe. I fhall, therefore, now endea-

vor, by divine affiftance, to (hew,

I. What the covenant of promife contains for

believing parents with refpecl to themfelves^

1 •
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IT. What it contains for them with refpeft to

their children.

III. Shew how parents may have an intereft

in this covenant, and enjoy its peculiar bleffings

and privileges for themfelves, and for their chil-

dren.

1. Under this head I do not propofe to fpeak

of thofe bleffings which are common to believers

in general, but only of thofe which are peculiar

to them as parents. It is highly reafonable to

fuppofe, that as they have a peculiar truft and
charge, they alfo fhould have fpecial affiftance,

and particular bleflings and privileges. The a-

poflle fays, they are blcffed with faithful Abra-
ham. Believing parents being heirs of God and
joint-heirs with Jefus Chrift, have not only their

fins forgiven; they have not only God for their

God, for their father and portion—they have not

only Jefus Chrifl: for their Saviour, the Holy Spi-

rit for their Sanftifier ; but, in the firft place, they

aifo have the great privilege, that their infant

. children fhould be confidered as in covenant
with them. That this is a great privilege, every

parental feeling is ready to acknowledee. It was
before proved and illuftrated, that under every

difpenfation of the covenant, this has been grant-

ed to believing parents, as God faid to Abraham,
the father of believers, " 1 will be a God to thee
" and to thy feed after thee."

It mufl certainly be confidered as a great fa-

vor to the parent, that the great and good God
fhould thus gracioufly mention their infant-off-

fpring in the covenant with them. By this he
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doubtlefs intended to Iliew his condefcending

frace and mercy to liis people, that they might
e encouraged in the faithful difcharge of their

important truft.

2. The covenant ofpromife, as has been prov-

ed in the former difcourfe, contains, for behev-

ing parents, the privilege of giving up their chil-

dren to God in baptifm, through Jefus Chrift.

—

This is a great favor in every refpeft, but efpe-

cially, that by faith believers may thus bring their

infants to the compafhonate Saviour for his blef-

fing—the Saviour who is ever prefent in his or-

dinances. When thus given to him, they may
always with freedom, in their prayers, bring them
to the throne of free covenant-grace and mercy;

they may, with hope, commit them to God's fa-

therly care; and they may, by faith, take hold of

the covenant of his own appointment, and plead

its bleflings for them, as for their own fouls.

3. Another privilege this promife contains for

parents is, that their children, in their infant and
mod helplefs ftate, may be, with them, members
of the church. They may here confider them,

in a peculiar fenfe, not their own, but the chil-

dren of the houlhold of faith. They may con-

fider them the Lord's property, and that they arc

to be brought up for him. Thefe refleSions will

not only flrengthen all their obligations, but alfo

greatly fweeten all their care and labor. They
afford, to believing parents, a fovereign balm for

all their wounds, and a fweet cordial for all their

fears refpetting their dear infant-children. How
wonderful are the condefcending grace and good-
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nefs of God to his dear people! But how vile

the ingratitude and unbelief of the human heart!

4. This promife contains, for believing pa-

rents, all needed wifdom and grace to bring their

offspriuj^- up for God, while he continues them
under their care. How often do parents find

their flrength fail in trying circumftances re-

fpefting them even in their infant-ftate? But
what a bleflTing have they in the covenant! Here
is ftrength and afTiftance; and, indeed, they nev-
er fail of obtaining a recruit when they come
here by faith. In the riper years of their chil-

dren how often do they find that they lack both
wifdom and grace to give them inftrufiion, to re-

flrain them from evil praflices, and to bring them
up for God? But here is both grace and wifdom
in ftore. Here they may come freely by faith,

and obtain mercy, v/ifdom and grace to help in

every time of need. God fays, in the covenant
of promife, I will be a God to thee, O believing

parent! The promife is to thee in the charafter

of a parent, and contains every blefling and grace

neceilary for the education of your children, who
are devoted to his fervice. Thefe blefiings are

treafured up in Chrift to be communicated to

all thofe parents, who come to God for them by
faith—by that faith which takes hold of the cove-

nant—which works by love, and is produftive of
new obedience. Ignorant and unbelieving pa-

rents may think lightly of all thefe blc{fings,but

they mufl; certainly be exceeding precious to

him, who has been made fenfible what it is to be
without God in the world—to him who is fen-

fible what it is to have a covenant>God and father

through Jefus Chrifl:, and to him who know^s what
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it is by faith to plead the precious promifes for

his own foul.—How fupporting to the tender,

faithful, parental heart, when ready to fink un-

der a view of the many evils which are thickly

fcattered in the vale of tears, through which their

dear child mufl pafs! How fupporting, I fay, are

thefe covenant-bleiTings, efpecially v/hen parents

can take hold of the covenant, and, by faith,

obtain grace to inftruft, warn, and guard their

children, and thus chearfully commit them to

the holy keeping and difpofal of a heavenly fa-

ther.

5. In this promife there is abundant mercy to

make their prayers, inftruftions and correftions

effectual. Here is not only grace to make them
faithful, but mercy to render them fuccefsful.

—

Pious parents, when they confider the total de-

pravity of the human heart—when they fee that

the imagination of the thoughts of the heart is

evil, and only evil continually, and when, upon
a fmall trial, they perceive the obilinacy of their

children, then they are exceedingly apt to be dif-

couraged. But the promife contains grace fo-

vereign and powerful enough to lubdue the moft
ftubborn will, and to break the hardeti heart.

—

Here is mercy fuflficient to make the weak, but

faithful and perfevering endeavors of pious pa-

rents fuccefsful, on tlie moO finiihed piece of hu-
man corruption.—God fays, '*'

I know Abraham,
'' that he will command his children, and his houf-
*' hold afterhim, and iht^JJiall keep the way of the
^' Lord—-Gen. xviii. 19. 1 rain up a child in the
*' way he (hould go, and when he is old he will
" not depart from it'—Prov. xxii. 6. The Lord
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himfelf anfwers for the event. To this fourcc

fainting believers ought alvv^ays to look. Faith-

ful parents, who have given their children to

God in covenant, may undoubtedly depend on
the ali-fufficient mercy of a covenant-keeping

God. Is this no advantage to parents? Is there

no peculiar bleffing for them who have given

up themfelves and their children to God in co-

venant? Is there no fuitable encouragement

—

no particular affiftance for them in this cove-

nant, which is fo well ordered in all things and
fure?—But here let me obferve, that as thefe co-

venant-bleffings ar^ fpiritual—the fpiritual per-

fon only can enjoy them. They are fo little at-

tended to and underilood, and fo little believed

even by pious people in the prefent day, that we
need not wonder they have fo little apparent ef-

feft; and efpecially when fo few parents take

hold of the covenant truly by faith, and are ac-

tive and diligent in the ufe of all thofe means by
which God communicates the covcnanted-bleff-

ings to his people.

Sixthly, and lajily—Should it pleafe God to

take away the infants of believers by death, the

promife gives them fall liberty, by faith, to com-
mit, through Jefus Chrift, their infants, as their

own fouls, into their heavenly Father's hands.

—

To this great privilege they are undoubted heirs,

as children of Abraham. No favor, perhaps,

could be more grateful to the feelings, no bleifing

more fuitable to the dcfires, and no privilege

could more exactly correfpond, than this, with

the wilhes of a pious parent, in fuch an affecling

fituation. O parent ! behold the grace and con-
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defcendlng goodnefs of a covenant-God and Fa-

ther.

II. I am to fhew, what are the promifes and
bleffings contained in this covenant, for believ-

ing parents, refpcfting their children.

Fhjl—In their infant and moft helplefs ftate,

they are admitted into Chrid's family on earth

—

This is no fmall privilege. How great would
you think the favor to your children, to be tak-

en into the family of an earthly king? But the

church is the houfiiold of faith, the family ofthe

king of kings. Here are the richeft promifes,

and greateit bleffings, and here is a foundation

for the mofl fanguine expeftations. In this (it-

nation they are interefled in all the public pray-

ers for the welfare ofthe church, and they ought

to be always remembered in the private and fe-

cret petitions of all God's people.

Secondly—The God of Abraham is their God
—The promife is to believing parents, and to

their children. '* I will be a God to thee and to
*' thy feed." This is certainly an ineftimable

bleffing of the covenant, which believers have
for their infants. God, therefore, will preferve

them through the dangers of their infant-ftate,

or will take them to himfelf. All this is doubt-

lefs implied in his being their God. For if be-

lievers are, by the divine command, to give their

infants to God, and they in obedience, do give

them up to him as he hath appointed, will he
not accept them ? He certainly will, and through

Jefus Chrift, he doubtlefs becomes their God in

life, agreeably to the tenor ofthe gracious cove-
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nant. But to fuch as die in an infant-date, he is

forever a God and portion. Thus only can this

be an everlafting covenant refpecling fuch, and
in tliis view alone his mercy to them endureth for-

ever. Thofe, therefore, who believe that the pro-

jTiife contains any thing refpefting the infants of

believers, who die in their infant itate, can hard-

ly doubt of its fecuring to then! the faving blef-

fings ofthe covenant in the eternal world. What
bleffings are here for the dying infants of believ-

ers? Bleffings infinitely rich—infinitely free!

—

This is not a new fentiment—It was holden, and
firmly believed by the mofl: zealous and pious

ancient fathers in the church.

Should thefe infants, on the contrary, live and
advance to the ftate of childhood, there are fl:ill

great bleffings for them in this gracious covenant.

Firjt—That grace, promifed to believing pa-

rents to make them faithful, has fome fpecial re-

ference to children in this fl:ate. ' If believing

parents have grace to be faithful, this is a great

bleffmg, not to parents only, but alfo in a very

fpecial manner to their children : It gives them
the advantage of their faithful pious infl:rufl:ion.

Secondly—Believing parents, refpefting their

children in this fl:ate, have the promife ofthebleff-

ing to attend faithful infl:ruftion and difcipline.

Prov. xxii. 6—xxiii. 13, 14—xx. 7. " Train up a
" child in the way he fliould go, and when he is

*' old he will not depart from it—Withhold not
" correftion from the child; for ifthoubeatefl:him
" with a red, \\ejhall not die—Thou fiialt beat him
" with the rod, andyiia// ^^/ii^^?' his foul from hell
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^' Thejuftman walketh in his integrity ; AzJ cAz7Jrew
^' are blejfed after him." What precious promifes!

-What unfpeakable bieffings for their children

!

If God gracioufly grants his blefling to attend

the faithful care of pious parents, this will cer-

tainly make it effeftual, and lay ^ glorious foun-

dation for their children's ufefulnefs here, and for

their eternal felicity in the world to come. This
has often been the cafe, and it is more than pro-

bable always wili be the cafe, where parents take

hold of the covenant, and are perfeveringly faith-

ful in their inftruftion and difciplin/e towards
their children, agreeably to the following paf-

fages of facred fcripture.
—

'' And I will eflablifli

*' my covenant betv/een me and thee, and thy
*' feed after thee, in their generations for an e-
*' verlafting covenant, to be a God unto thee,
" and to thy feed after thee. For I know him,
*^ that he will command his children, and his
*^ houfhold after him, and \htyJhalL keep the
*^ way of the Lord, to do juflice and judgment,
" that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that
" which he hath fpoken of him"—Gen, xvii. 7.

and xviii. 19. " So then they which be of faith
** are bleffed with faithful Abraham. That the
" blefling of Abraham might come on the Gen-
" tiles through Jefus Chrill:, that \ve might re-

5^ ceivethe promife of the fpirit through faith"

—

Gal. iii. g— 14. " Fori the Lord love judgment,
" I hate robbery for burnt-offering; and /wz7/
*' direft their work in truth, and / xoill make an
" everlafting covenant with them ; and theirfeed
^'Jliall be knoton among the Gentiles, and their
*' offspring among the people: all that fee thir^i

^'
JhalL acknowledge them, that they art xhtfced

K
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" which the Lord hath blejfed. Theyjliall not labor
" mz;^Z7i, nor bring forth for trouble: for they are
" the feed ofthe bleffed of the Lord, and their off-
''fpringwiththerny Ifaiahlxi. 8, g. and Ixv. 23.

Thirdly—In this ftate the children of believ-

ers, in covenant, are alfo under the care, watch,

and difcipline of the church. This alfo is no
fmall privilege. And where the church is faith-

ful, it mod certainly is a very great bleffing; not
only as a powerful incitement to faithfulnefs in

parents, but alfo as it adds great weight to their

parental inftruftion and difcipline.

In this age, human nature is capable of the

moft deep and lailing impreffions. The founda-

tion of a future life of virtue or vice, and confe-

quenlty of happinefs or mifery, is much oftener

laid in childhood than is generally imagined.

—

In this age, therefore, to have our children un-

•der the care, watch, and difcipline of the church—under the faithful indruftion of pious parents,

attended with divine affiftance and blelfmg, muft
be confidered, by every ferious and enlightened

rnind, as advantages unfpeakably great—as pri-

vileges mofl important and precious.

Fourthly—In childhood alfo they have a fpe-

cial intereft in the prayers of the church and peo-
ple of God. As members with their parents,

they are included in all the prayers which are

made for the church throughout the whole world.

How great an advantage this may be none can
tell. When we confider, that God is pleufed to

beRow the greatell blclfings in anfwer to the

prayers of his dear people; and when we confi-
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der, that the efiPeftual fervent prayer of the righ-

teous availeth much, (James v. 16.) wemuftcon-
fider this is no fmall privilege.

In adult age there are ttill peculiar privileges

and bleflings for the children of believers, unlefs

they have cut themfelves off by their wickednefs,

or have been excluded by the difcipline of the

church.

Though the ax is now laid at the root of the

tree, and every tree that bringeth not forth good
fruit muft finally be hewn down; and though

fomething more is required of them, as adults^

that they may enjoy all the privileges of the

church, yet they are ftill under the care and dif-

cipline of the church. This is undoubtedly a

great privilege, and if properly and faithfully

exercifed over fuch by the church, may aftually

be to them, under divine influence, one of the

greateft blefflngs. They are under the bonds of

the covenant—the facred ties are ftill upon them
to be the Lord's—the way of fin is more hedged
up from fuch, and the way to final deftruftion

more barred. Thefe are no fmall advantages.

—

Such ftill have a fpecial intereft in the prayers

of the church and people of God, which may,
and will prevail, unlefs obftinately rejefted and
defpifed. They muft be under great advantages

for eternal life. Thus lifted up to heaven, in

point of privilege, if they perifti, they muft dif-

lolve every facred tie—break through every bar-

rier; they muft burft afunder every band, and
obftinately plunge themfelves headlong into re-.

medilefs deuruftion. Thefe, my brethren, are

fomeofthe ineftimable bleftings and privileges

of the covenant of promife, in which believmg
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pare*nts, f6f theittfelves, and fof their children,

are interefted. Surely they cannot be confider-

ed either few, or fmall, by any fcridUs tnind; 6A
the contrary, I am perfuaded that, what advan-

tage is the covenant of promife? and what pro-

fit is their in baptifm? would never have been
iiueftions had minifters always been faithful in

difpenfing the privilege, and had parents and
churches difcharged their refpeftive obligations.

It is, indeed, a melanGnoly truth, that in the

prcfent day, the vijjibility of the peculiar blef-.

fmgs of the covenant of promife have almoftdift

appeared. To this,perhaps,more than toany thing

eife, it may be attributed, thatfo many parents,

who hold to the covenant, are fo eafy m the ne-

glefl of baptifm for their children ; and alfo, that

lo many wnolly deny infant-baptifm. Had the

^idminiftration of infant-baptifm never been cor-

rupted—had the church kept up the primitive

difcipline over both parents and children; and
efpecially, had parents always been faithful to

their children, according to the covenant, we
have the greateft affurance, that all the peculiar

covenant-bleffings would have been enjoyed by
believers and their children. The world would
then have known that thefe are the feed of the

blelfed of the Lord, and their offspring with

jhera.

III. I am now to fhcw how parents may be

interefted in the covenant of promife, and enjoy

the peculiar bleffmgs and privileges of it, for

themfdves, and their children.

Two things here are the fubjeft of inquiry-**

a. How parents may be interefted in the con
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venant of promife. ^. How they may enjoy

the peculiar bleffings and privileges of the co-

vetiant refpefting themfelves and their children,

under the gofpel difpenfation.

With rcfpefl: to the firft, it is clear from what
has been faid, that parents muft be true believers

in order to be intcrefted in the covenant ; or in

fcrijpture language, they muft be Chrift's, and
confequently Abraham's feed, to be heirs accord-

ing to the promife. The apoftle fays exprefsly,
*' if any man have not the fpirit of Chrill he is

*' none of his." Romans viii. 9.—Therefore he is

not interefted in the covenant of promife, and

can have no right to its privileges.

But how parents, under the gofpel, may enjoy

^11 the peculiar bleffings and privileges of fuch,

for themfelves, and for their children, muft now
have a more particular difcuffion.

Some, through ignorance and unbelief, reject

and defpife them. Many acknowledge the co-

venant, and have their children baptized, and yet

tIo not appear to enjoy any of its fpiritual bleff-

ings: And fome, who are mterefted in the cove-

nant, and appear really to give up their children

to God in baptifm, yet feern t6 lofe the parental

bleffing. Parents need all thefe promifes and
bleffings—they are treafured up in Chrift for them
—they are clearly propofed, and freely offered

to them, in the covenant of promife. But O
how affefting! How diftreffing muft it be tomifs

of them, whatever may be the caufe

!

To illuftrate this matter, I would fuggeft a few

things.—^Parents, I befeech you, give your moft
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fcrious attention—look to God for his blefling,

and may the Father of light give you under-
{landing. To give yourfelves and your children

to God, and to his church, in covenant, through,

Jefus Chrift, is neceffary, in order to have an in-

terefl in the covenant.—Covenant-bleflings are

given in a covenant way.

Firjl—To infure the enjoyment of thefe bleff.

ings, parents muft believe, and take hold of the

covenant. Not to believe is, perhaps, in God^s
view, to rejeft the covenant—Not to take hold
of it, and depend upon it, is probably to flight

the covenant with all its bleffings. This, perhaps,
may be the very reafon, why io few parents en-

joy thefe peculiar parental bleflings. It is high-

ly reafonablc, and it is agreeable to the analogy
of faith, to fuppofe, that when God makes gra-

cious propofals to parents, and they believe

them, take hold and depend upon them, as pro-

pofed, tliat the bleflings are fure, and the enjoy-
ment certain.

Secondly—Let parents go to God as to a fa^.

ther, through Chrift, and afk thefe covenant-
bleffings—let this be a continual fervent prayer.

It is reafonable, and, in fome refpefts, it feems
necelfary to the very enjoyment of them, that

parents Ihould afk thefe bleflings of their heav-
enly Father. ''Afk," fays the bleifed Saviour,
" and ye fnall receive". The apoflle James fays,
'' If any of you lack wifdom, let him afk of God,
*' that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraidetb
'' not, and it fliali be given him. But let him
'' afk in faith, notliing wavering."—If parents,

therefore, are io ignorant of the covenant, and
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To faithlefs refpefting its bleffings, that they do

not afkfor them, it is no wonder that they fail of

their enjoyment.

Thirdly—Let parents be faithful to the cove-

nant refpefting their children, in training them
up in the way they fhould go, and in bringing

them up for God, agreeably to his will. This is

of the laft importance, and fcems to be a condi-

tion of the enjoyment of covenant-bleffings re-

fpefting th^r children. Parents, who are not

faithful in this, do break the covenant. They
make light of the promife, and thus lofc the

bleffing. But, on the other hand, thofe parents,

who are faithful, and bring up their children .^r

God, agreeably to the tenor of the covenant,

may depend on the enjoyment of the bleflings

in their fulleft extent, with regard both to them-
felves and their children, and with regard to time

and eternity. Should any fay, that this is carry-

ing the matter too far, and tliat, by proving too

much, we overfctthe whole, and prove nothing.

Should any fay, that the faithfulnefs neceffary

to obtain this, is wholly unattainable in tTiis im-

perfeft ftate. I anfvv^er, that the objcflion is very
plaufible, and probably, with fome, has more
weight than merit. But let us try its weight in

a fimilar cafe. According to fcripture the Chrif-

tian muft be faithful in order to enjoy the cove-

nant-blefling for his own foul. For the unfaith-

ful will doubtlefs be fliut out.—But how is this.^

Can a believer in this imperfeft ftate be fo faith-

ful with refpeft to the covenant, as to enfure for

himfelf the promifed bleffings for time and eter-

nity? And why not in the cafe before us? cf-
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Eecially as we have no reafon to fuppofe, that

ere a greater perfeftion of faithfulnefs is required.

Improvement.— 1. Welearn theduty of pa-

rents, under the gofpel, refpefting their children.

This is, in general, to fecure the covenant -bleff-

ings for them, by giving them to God in bap-

tifm, and bringing them up for him in the gof-

pel-way. To Ais^ parents, the gofpel invites you
m our text: *' For the promife is unto you and
*' to your children, and to all that are afar off,

" even as many as the Lord our God (hall call."

The church fays come—Minifters call upon you
to become heirs according to the covenant of
promife—to be faithful, and infure the peculiar,

parental bleflings for yourfelves and for your dear

offspring. But to be more particular—It is your
duty, when your children are thus given up to

God, to confider them his, and to taKe the moft
tender care of them for him in their infant ftate.

You ought to pray for them, and particularly by
faith to take hold of the covenant, and afl^ for

them, and for yourfelves, the peculiar parental

bleffings. When they are capable of in(lru6lion,

you are bound, by the moft folemn ties, care*

iully and perfeveringly to teach them the will

of God, their heavenly Father. You are to con-

tinue in prayer both with, and for them.—It is

your duty conflantly to fet before them good ex-

amples in all godlinefs and holinefs. It is your
duty, as parents, to redrain them from wicked
ways—from wicked company, and from all dan-

gerous and corrupting praftices, however fafh-

lonable.—When neceffary, you ought to ufe the

rod of paternal correction, alv/ays remeniberiug
that there is in it a promiled blefhng. It is allb
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your duty to call, if neceflary, upon the church
for affiftance to reftrain and govern your chil-

dren according to the fcriptures. In all things

you muft look to God for his blefling.

2. The duty of children, efpecially of thofe

who are given up to God—It is their duty to be
the Lord's. But to be more particulai*—It is

your duty, O ye little ones! the dear lambs of
the flock—it is your duty to obey your parents

in the Lord. God has put you under their

care, and given them authority over you. You
are bound to receive their inftruftion—to hear-

ken to their counfel—to yield to their reftraints:,

and obey their commands agreeably to his will.

You are to be obedient to the calls and inflruc-

tions of your minifter—of your Chriftian friends,

and of the church, always remembering your
folemn obligations. It is your duty to renounce
all the finruTpleafures and vanities of this world
—the lull oftheflefli, and the caufe of the de-

vil. You are under the moft facred obligations

to give up yourfelves to God, through Jefus
Chrift, to join the caufe and people of God, and
to devote yourfelves to his intereft and fervice

for ever and even

I (liall novr conclude with a fhort addrefs to

parents and to children.

Fh^—Let me fpeak a few words to thofe pro-
fefiing parents, who deny the covenant, and in*
fant-baptifm.—Let me, my brethren, mod fo-

lemnly befeech you impartially and candidly to
examine the facred fcriptures on this fubjea.

—
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With all meeknef^ let me entreat you to attend,

without prejudice, to what has been now offered

to your confideration. You may be affured it

comes from a friendly heart—a heart that ar-

dently wilhes well to you, and to your dear chil-

'dren, th^t you may have a large (hare in the pe-

culiar parental bleffings of the covenant of pro-

mife. Confider, if you err in this matter, what
an affefting lofs you muft fuftain, both as to

yourfelves and your dear offspring. Confider
what encouragement, affiftance and comfort you
are deprived of as parents—what covenant-pri-

vileges and bleffings for your dear little ones are

Joft for ever!—Thefe you, as parents, ought to

.have received by faith, according to the cove-

-nant of promife, and fecured to them for time
and eternity. Be cordially willing to receive the

truth, and may the Lord give you underftanding,

and to hi^ name be all the glory.

Secondly-^htt me addrefs thofe who have giv-

en up themfelves and their children to God in

covenant. You, my dear brethren, are interefl-

ed in this gracious covenant—here are treafures

of good things—here are precious promifes for

you, and for your children. But can you be fa-

tisfied with the bare right without the enjoyment
of the bleffings? If you can, you are doubtlefs of
thofe who have a name to live but are dead.

—

Ye drowfy parents, letmebefeechyouto awake!
Confider what a price is put into your hands,
and confider how much depends on your faith-

fulnefs! Do your dear little ones look to you for

temporal bleffings under God? Does your daily

labor fupply their wants ?—In the covenant of
promife God has madcjnore ample provifion for
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their precious fouls. He has giveivyou much
greater encouragement to labor, that you may
obtain for them the meat which emfdureth to e-

ternal hfe. The unfaithful parent is, in this re-

fpeft, cruel like the oftrich.—^But I would hope
better things of you: Be faithful to the fouls of

your dear children, that you and they may en-

joy the peculiar bleffings of the covenant ofpro-

mife, and be truly the feed of the bleffed of the

Lord.

Thirdly—To parents who have not given up
themfelves to God, nor their children in bap^

tifm.—You have heard of the covenant of pro-

mife, propofed to you freely, through Jefus

Chrift, with all its bleffings; yet, alas! you ne-

gleft to comply. Can you be eafy in thi^ fitua-

tion? Here are parental bleffings—but where are

your parental feelings? Tremble left your chil-

dren perilh with you. It is true, they are not
beyond the reach of uncovenanted mercy. But
what will become of you, a faithlefs parent?

—

Never, never be eafy in this awful fituation

—

** Repent and believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift;
" for the promife is unto you, and to your chil-

" dren, and to all that are afar off, even as many
** as the Lord our God ffiali call."

. Fourthly—To thofe children who have, from
their infancy, been given up to God in baptifm.

—You, my dear children, have been fet apart, in

a peculiar manner, for God, who has been pleaf-

ed to diftinguifh you from others in the cove-
nant of promife. He has put you under great

advantages to know, to love, to ferve him, and
to be happy for ever: He has gracioufly hedged
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up from you the path of vice, and barred the

broad way to deftruftion—and he has opened
before you the path of virtue, and fmoothed for

you the narrow way of Hfe and eternal happi-

nefs. My dear children, I now befeech you,

know the God of your fathers : He is the beft of
beina[vS—he is a good God—his favor is life, and
blefled are they whom he bleffeth : Let it be your
firft thing to feek the Lord—You have the great-

eft encouragement. If you feek him early, you
fliall find him. Remember you are under the

ftrongeft obligations to be his. Receive, I befeech

you,tlieinftruftions and admonitions of thofe who
are over you in the Lord—-of thofe whoearneft-

ly pray ror, and fteadily feek your everlafting

welfare:—Chearfully obey your parents in the

Lord;—you know not how often they bend
their knees at the throne of grace, in agonies of

prayer, for you. Remember—oh! do remem-
ber, as you grow up, that the ax is laid at the

root of the tree. If, therefore, you do not bring

forth good fruit you muft certainly be cut down,
and caft into everlafting fire. But if, after all,

you grow up in wickednefs, how great muft be

your guilt, and how aggravated all your fins?

—

Should any of you thus go on in fin with the

wicked, and finally perifh, certainly, in the day
of judgment, it will be more tolerable for the

children of Sodom and Gomorrah than for )Ou.

Lajlly—One word to thofe children who are

not given up to God in covenant by baptifm.

—

Though your parents have not given up them-
f^lves, nor you, to God in covenant, and though
you have no fpecial intereft in covenant-bleflings

^nd privileges, yet you are iu a gofpel land, and
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have many advantages for eternal life. You have
the calls—the offers and invitation of the gofpel.

You are called to give up yourfelves to God
through Jefus Chrift. There is provifion enough
in the uncovenanted mercy of God. The door
of mercy is open. If you rej>ent and come to

Chrifl he will receive you, while he rejefts thofe

wicked children who, though they are baptized,

yet ftill go on in fin, and dcfpife the God oftheir
lathers. Be perfuaded to feek the Lord—be not
difcouraged, for though you are now afar off,

you may yet be brought nigh by the blood of
Chrift. The gofpel is come to you. Now is the

accepted time—now is the day of falvation. The
time is Ihort—The day of grace may be foon o-

ver, and the day of wrath may quickly be at
^

hand. Awake—fly from the vvTath to come.—

'

Lay hold on the blelTed hope now fet before you.

,

Youth is a good time—It often is the only time,

and it always is the beft time to make your peace
with God through Jefus Chrift.—Come then—

O

now come! for all things are ready. The Spirit"

and the Bride fay come: Let him that heareth

fay come—and whofoever will, let him take of
ihe water of life freely.—May the God of mercy
blefs his own word, and to his name be all the

glory for ever and ever

—

Amen.

F I N I S.
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the vicious difpofitions which impel to fuch acon*

du6t, that we are rummoned to the duties of the

day. For if government refts oa the will of God ;

and if fabmifuon to it is the demand of r-afon and

of revelation ; there are no fins which fhould not he

repented of, and no bad paflions which fhould not

be mortified, not only becaufe of their efTcO: on our

condition in another world, but a<; they injure our

civil interefts in the prefent. And efpecially it fol-

lows, that we fhould deplore an increafing forget-

fulnefs of God, which impairs the influence that

ought to flow from a conviction of hi'? prcfence, a

reverence of his perfe£lions, a fenfe of the obligation

of his laws and an apprehenfionof his judgements.

For thefe have been always the befl: cement of fo-

cial life and the befl: fecuriry of public and of pri-

vate rights ; and can never fufl^er a lofs of force,

without a proportionate neceflity of the arm of pow-

er, to accomplifh what had been better done by law,

by habit, and by afFedion.

If ever there was a time, when an extraordinary

occafion has occurred, of being awake to fuch truths

as thefe, it is the prefent ; when a fpirit has gone

forth, which feeks the demolition of religious prin-

ciple in every fhape ; and which glories in the opini-

on of its inutility, in reference to civil interefl:s and

duties. And altho' this licentious theory bears

within itfelf the feeds of its deilrudtion, in the mif-
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chiefs to which it prompts ; yet it is impofTible to

calculate either the number or the weight of theo

calamities, of which it may be for a while the caufe ;

and vyhich are therefore chargeable on theconfcien-

cesofall thof.^, who withdraw themfclves from a

religious profeflion and the pra6lice of religious

duties.

If indeed the deluflve theory were to reft on its

pretended evidence alone, we might hope to find a

counterbalance to it, in the dictates of fober rea-

fon, in the authority of the wifeft ftatefmen, and in

the experience of paft ages. But there has arifen

before the aftonifhed world a military defpotifm of

a gigantic fize, and republican in name, which pa-

tronifcs the licentious fentiment in the difafre6led

and the defperate of every country ; making it the

engine of an ambition without bounds : and which

a6i:s by the novel expedients, of a benevolence that

knows no pity ; of a patriotirmthat has no refpe(5t

either to property or to perfon ; of a fraternity that

proftrates the independence of nations, and gives

them up to plunder ; and of boafted improvements

in public law, which do away ail the expedients of

former ages, for the preventing, or the moderating

of war. What v/ill be the final refult of this united

force of hypocrify and of power, time only can un-

fold. But it is eafy to read the leffon written in it

for the inftru6tion of virtuous citizens ; on whom
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it is an additional call to the love and the fupport

of order and an adherence to the ground on which

it refts ; viz. the will of God and the fandlions by

which he fuftains it in the expectation of a future

life. Thus will they contribute to the killing of

thofe feeds of difcontent, difunion, fa6lion and in-

furre(51:ion, agalnft which we are inftru£ted at this

time to pray: And thus alfo will they aflift in for-

tifying every heart and ftrengthening every hand

againft the dcfolating fword of hoftile invaders,

(hould it be brought within our borders.

And while we thus prepare by confideration and

contrition againft threatening dangers, let us not be

forgetful of that other objed of the appointment-

gratitude to God, for what we enjoy of his unde-

ferved mercies; and efpecially for his continuing to

us the ble/Tmgs of a free conftitution and an upright

adminiftration of its powers; while fo many of the

nations are bowed down under an imperious domi-

nation, directed to the fubjugation of them all.

For although we have no direClions in fcripture to

determine us, as to many queftions on v/hich wife

and good men differ; yet, for whatever civil bene-

fits we undeniably enjoy we fhould be thankful to

God, as well as for the other mercies of his provi-

dence. And indeed, if it be a duty to thank him

for his fun and rain, for the returns of feed-time

and harvcft, and for the fruits of them conducive
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to our well-being, much more fhould we confefs

his good providence, in that legal fecurity of per-

fon and property, on which the enjoyment of the

reft fo much depends ; and above all, for that reli-

gious freedom of worfhipping him according to our

confciences, which is not only In itfelf a moft inva-

luable bleiTing, but conne6ted with the advance-

ment of every kind of knowlege, diftinguifhing

man above the brutes.

In regard to different forms of government, men

may think differently, according to their refpedllve

habits, tempers and education : But as to thofe

other matters, which affe6t our daily happinefs

;

and which promote, what the apoftle mentions as

the end of our praying for civil rulers, viz. " the

" leading of quiet and peaceable lives, in all God-

" linefs and honefty ;" it is difficult to conceive of

a man's being indifferent to fuch properties of a free

government, and yet that he fhould entertain a love

of moral order and a kindnefs to his fpecies. The

objedt of government is human happinefs : And all

improvements which have been found to promote

this, by curbing the paffions, either of arbitrary

rulers or of licentious people, are of the number of

thofe " good gifts which come down from the father

" of licrhts."o

That in the minds of our fellow-citizens in ge-
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ncral, there is an attachment to a government un-

der which fuch benefits are enjoyed, we have recent

evidence in the zeal with which a late public fum-

mons has been obeyed, and by which the obje(5ls of

it have been carried into full efFedl:. And while I

fee among you many, whom I welcome on their re-

turn from an expedition, honourable alike to the

commonwealth and to themfelves, I can refer to it,

as an additional reafon for rejoicing in a conftitu-

tion, by which fuch a fpirit has been excited, and

for the fake of which fuch facrifices have been made.

Neverthelefs, with all due value for the love of

country thus manifefted, I may preditSt, that it will

not be permanent in its efFeds, unlcfs in union

withaftnfe of that great Being, by whofe provi-

dence our public mercies have been beftowed, and

under whofc pleafure they are held. On the pre-

fent occafion therefore in particular, let them be

chcrifhed with thankfulnefs ; and let a preparation

be made, for their being enjoyed with virtue : And

let the folemnity be inftrumental to the exciting in

us of fuch devout fentiments and afFe6tions, as (hall

be to the divine praife and to our own benefit, ia

time and In eternity.




