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T ~ all the brave SoNs of LIBERTY, 

. m North-America, but in particular 

to the Company o(MrLITI~ in the Borough 

of Lancqfler, known by the Name of ROSS 's 

C O M PA N Y, Gentlemen, Officers and 

Soldiers, who .appeared in their Uniform in 

Church, to hear this Sermon, and at whofe 

Re.queft it is now publiihed,: it .is hereby moft . 
refpecl:fully dedicated, by 

Their hearty Friend, 

and v·ery humble Servant, 

THE AUTHOR. 
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Lu KE iii: 14· 

And 1/he jol:diers likewife demanded of him, faying, 

And what }hall ~e do i and he /aid unto~ them, -

Do violence to no ma_n, · and neither accufa any 

falfly, and be content witfjour wages,'_ ·., 

A
T a time when the unjufl: il:orm of mi­

ni'fl:erial wrath i~ difcharging itfelf, in a 

cruel and ignominious manner, on the 

n.oble, patriotic~ brave people of the ancient, 

loyal, important colony of the Maffa'chufetts­

Bay, in N ew-Engl?,nd ;-atr .a time when all the 

other colonies in North-America, like the true 

children of a free-born family, are roufed to fome 

j~fl: r1rfentment of {heh infolts, on_ their natural 

and legal rights, taking each other~ as by the 

hand~ and uniting ~y the invincible chaihs of 

love, friend.fhip, and intereft, are deter.mined to 
fupport 



fupport this their elder fifter-eolony, -now, fuffer-­
ing- fo glorioufly in the co~~on, c~ufe, or fink 
together ;-at a time when the alarm is founding 
fronf\£ ft to"' weft, -over, - his -aff~ co tinent · of • t • ·- J • • • ~ .) J... l North-America, to ·arms! to arms !-in fhort, 
at a time when the minds of all are in fuch a 
ferment, -that- they--ean--be foa-ree--c0mp0fed to 
hear any fubjecl:, but what may_ have fo1:1e re­
feren2e to the pre(enJ tin:ie.s ;.-it is bu~ reafon­
able to fuppofe, . that even' the· Minifi~r -of the 
?.rince:,. o.f: frace;, w4o.(e; b1{~_gyf~1 fo~ · <?rf:14I~ry is 
1le,ithfr· •~Cf'"\ o_r,p2liti,c~s, ~ (uch a fituatio~, pe · ng 
we~~r;') f .~ivi! fo~itttr,(al}.9; ill;tet~fi~q,Jik~ ~t£er 
men w'o_t_1l~ im p_ro_v~ the -!]n:i:eJ, , bJ 3:d,<;>pti1;,g their 
public inftructions, to the beftferviceof the people, 
a11d n~ot offenfrv;.e or dif pleafing to Gpd; whofe ho­
ly \vpf d i _ ~ bh;ITed' dj,;~B:9ry Jin ev,er_y ~~rg n _ y, 
:. H: ( lJ •• t 7 ' r.:rl. ,J I ,·[ (1:,· •• l I .• :tu 
·::, lt a: a}fo hut reafonableJtQ, f uppofe; that evefy 
j.udi.cious, fober>Atn}!riqarr;'<'beihg now,l'eclu<eecl to· 
the,;d1vdrirfiil altcrn1atll.\ie, :either to" take 'l!lf> arms,' 
ap12n1.r~ntly againfl: ~hat-veJy goye1·m¼i'ent, ivliich 
he· ~vas :wont to~t ev.:tfre', -aticl.'l under ... w.lrto'hc ·.he ex­
pe&ed: protecl:ioiarfot both. 'life and \.prdpetty·; ' or 
{uhmit· tamely tQ:•tthe gallittg iy-0ke-(1D,perpetual 
fldvery.'; t ~fay, '.:io is. :fup_p:of.a.b1e,.~nif,t eveg 'fuch 
Chr.:iftiaA Anieri:can foldibr 'YiH ,be· Ml "fai-,wwhole­
fom'e irifl:ructions, relative .fo his prellirrt.d~ty-. 

- . We 

•• 



~7~ 
We own it is rare for foldiers t~ aik counfeI of 

Gofp~l Minifters; arrd the more pity-forJ~ty 
· are men and fit'mers, as· well as others; but ram 
n~t ·c·alled to addrefs R ed-Coats, but .CHRIS'T~AN 

r ' 
Provinc.ials; yet bleffed be God, it is not a cafo 
wholly unprecedented_,, for even regular to apply 
to a Gofpel Preacher' for· direcciori.; ~e h~ve an 
inftance in the w~tds ofour texf.--And the fo1diers 
demanded of him,faying, .And what /hall we .do?, and 
he /aid unto them, Do virJ{e;nce to no m;n, neither· ac­
cufe any faljly, and be content with.your wages._ . . 

We here find aver~ important queftion pro­
pofed to a perfo_n, every way qualified to folve it; 
for the mouth of truth itfelf tells us, that of all 
who weje tp.en born of women, ther,e WfS not a 
greater prophet than John the Baptift: Alfo, the 
·angel who predicted his birth, faid, that he fhould 
be filled with the Holy .Ghofl:, from his mother's 
womb. He was therefore defervedly very pqpu­
lar-was raifed for the great purpofe of introdu­
cing the Jewi!h church to the Saviour of __ th_e 
world; an\i hence much true gofpel light !hone 
round this great Preacher.-The anfwers he gave 
the quefl:ion, may be depended on to be fufficient 
and conchifive. 

But let us hear, what does John fay; Does h 
tell them, to lay down their arms, and throw 

them 



them by, as there can be no fort of war lawful; 
as fome would have us believe i No, no, this is 
not . his anf wer; John knew better;- he knew 
the pr,eferit . ftate of om;· depraved world would 
render war in many cafes unavoidable, and even 
nece!fary.-So that a foldier might ferve the end 
of his b~ing in his place and calling, as well as 
a plowman or preacher in his. 

But then it muft be a jttfl: war, condu&ed in a 
lawful, righteous manner; for the legality of the 
atl:ion, will never juftify the illegality of the man .. 
ner of profecution. 

The foldier mufr d.o vi~1ence to ;o tnati-riiuft 

not accufe any faHly-and muft be content with 
his wages ; ieading vices the[ e, for ordinary; 
among regular troops; but the CHRISTIAN Joldier 
.tnufl: guard againft them, from the genuine prin--· 
ciples of true i-eligiori., in the heart; and theli 
,may hope for heaven, as well from a held of bat­
tle, as expiring on his couch in the midfl: of peace 
and tranquility. · 

I now deduce this do&rine from the text, thu~ \ 
expla:ined--Dotl:rine. 

That although war is in itfelf a very great evil, 
and one of thofe fore judgments, by wh1ch a holy 

God 
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'tiod puniilies the world for fin, therefore to be 
deprecated, and avoided as much as poffible; 

yet is, at times, by reafon of certain circumftances, 

fa unavoidable, that it is our duty to enter into 

it--The method I defign to purfue, .in opening 

up the doctrine, for improvement, is the fol­

lowing:--

I. Humbly attempt to iliew (with fubmiffion to 

better judgment) when a war is fa unavoid­

able and neceffary, that it is our dutf to enter 

into it. 

lI. · Shew how we ihou-ld enter ~nto, and profecute 

even a j uft ':ar. 

iII. Improve the fubje~, by the deduction of a 
few 1'1atural ihferences from the whole. 

You are fehfible, my hearers, that there are 

fame Chriftian people in the \vorld, and fame of 

them in thefe parts, who merit the regard of the 

_public, by their general character of induftry, 

fooffenfivenefs a!ld fobriety; yet do main,tain it; 

as a facred confcientious tenet, not to be· di1-

pen fed with, not to go to war, or take up arms on any 
occa_lion whatfaever; arid charity, the leading grace 

of the Chriftian fyftem, will lead us to dea-t ten­

tl . rly wi th fuch, as far as we h?-ve grounds to be­

lieve they are fincere in their profoffion: We 
B ought 
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ought to pity fuch for their miftake, and, if pof­
fible, to convince them; but not by any means 
to urge theln againft their avowed fentiments, 
left we come under the, ·odious appellation of 
perfecutors. 

As far as thefe-fober people make ufe of the 
Bible, to found their princ:)ples on, they rely on 
fuch paffages as thefe, Gen. ix, 6. He that jhad­
deth 'man's blood~ by man jhall his blood be jhed ; and 
Exod. xx, 13. '.fhoujhalt not kill; andi:n the New­
T efl:ament2 But I fay unto you, love your enemies ;­
if any finite thee on the one cheek turn to him the 
other alfo ;-for all th"ey that take the fword jhrtll · 
perifh by the fword: Matth. v. 39, 44 and xxvi. 52. 
and hence conclude1 though I think faHly, that 
all war is unlawful, except the f piritual, with otir 
own corruptions, by the f word of the fpirit, ~n 
Chrift's fpiritual kingdom, which is not of.this 

-:World, elfe would his children fight. 

But if I miil:ake not, thefe people regard onlr 
fuch pa!fages of holy fcripture, as feem to favol\r 
_their favourite opinion, let the language of other 
,pa!fages be what they will ;-and hence their o:wn 
imagination i's fubftituted infl:ead of divine re:v~­
lation, fo tha:t when ·people are determined to 
keep by a fentiment, be it right or wrong, there , 
:is an ·end of all dif putati:on. -

We 



. We readily .allow, that it would be happy for 
us all, if there ,was no moral . or natu/al evil in 
the world. But· how plaufible foever fuch opi­
nions may appear, to· the :weal of fociety, they are 
rather calculated to the condition of innocent; 
than· depraved nature; · which now is, and ever 
has been fuch, 1 fince . the (all of our firfr parents, 
that the;e is need of fame remedy to curb its 
evil tendencies; o.r mankind would fcarce be able 
to fubfifl: in the world; and this our al:wife righte­
ous Creator knows ; and has therefore Jet up civil 
government ·to keep men from deftroying each 
other: But civil government has no power, if it 
has not the fword, to be ·a terror, to evil-doer's, 
and a praife to them, that do well. - Hence it will 
follow, that men are under a neceffity :to part with 
fomie o( their natural rights, to fecure the reft; 
they muft give part of their earnings to foch as 
are chofen- by themfelves to rule the whole; and 
then again, they mufl: help the rulers to execute 
the good and~ wh91efome laws o( government, 
againfl: their vioiato'rs. 1 -Suppofe, for inftam:e, a 
great banditti rife :to ' refcue murderers; if thefe 
are . not quelled; ·gohmment is overthrown, if 
the·i peop'le do 11qt · affifl: good government, a'nd 
here the1~ adfes a ne¢eflity to-go, to war. 

And fuppofe again, on the other hand, which 
is ver-y fuppofable, that the r•uler.s ·of t4e people 

· fhould 
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fuould give way to the many temptatiot:is their, 

high ftations will lead them to; to indulge the 
) 

inclinations of a luft-for abfohite dominion, in.., . 

dependent of the people, fo t~at all th_e barrier 

of oaths and covenants are ,broke throl,lgh, to ef., 

feel: the plan; apd the people have no fec;urity~ · 

for either life qr prope;·ty, but the me:re fove­

reign pleafure of -tµe a~folute rulers ;-then the 

people are under a difagreeaQle, but preffing ne., 

- ceffity, rather than be cruihed qy an iron rod, tq 

re-afcertain their own juft rights ; and fl:ahd forth 

all of them to oppofe fuch tyranny : -Here then 

is another infl:ance of [elf-defence -in which a 

war is both unavoidable and ni;::ce{fary, and there­

fore lawful, if felf-prefervation i$ lawful; which 

is the point I ihall next, in order, endeav~ur JQ 

prove indifputably, both from 'the light of natare, 

and divine r~velation ~ and fi.rft from the light of 
:, 

-
It is certainly evident, whereyer we turn our 

~yes, . on ahy part of the wh9.le c.reation of Goo~ 

that the principle_. offelf:-love or felf-preferva~ion, 

or the defire of l:!xifi:ence, is.,deeply engraved on 

the ~ature of every Ereatu~e1 ~ .J\nd when thi; 

great firft prin_s:iple is abfe~ve.d!: it is,_ ~nd, mu!J;_ 

be agreeable to God, ash~ will love his own work; 

· and fo alfo, the neglecl: ,of t:P,Br e~ercife . of _tJiis 

pri.nciple, 1,:annot but difpleafe }1i_tn, a$ It ~~ vn,. 
natura\ 



natural and monil:rous. Thus the generous vine 

will extend her arrr~s,. to lay hold on the firft 

neighbouring prop, and with her little t~nder 

tendants, twine aro~nd it, to preferve her clufters 

from periihing on the cold ground. 

The little indufl:ridus bee is ·furniihed by her 

Creator with a fting, to preferve for her own ufe 

p.erfweet honey, the fruit of her toil and 'indufl:ry:. 

The ox has his horns; and the horfe his teeth 

and hoofs . ..-The deer her feet for flight, and the 

fowls their wings to ' efcape danger and preferve . 

themfelves. And ihall man, the noblefl: _creature 

in this lower world, be defl:itute of this neceffary 

pr:nciple ! . which we fee engraved by inH:inct on 

the irrational creation: . Man is blefl: with reafon 

- to direct· his enquiries, in fearch of h~ppinefs. 

His maker Gbd allows him to f eek to be as ha:ppy 

as he poffibly can, both in this life and the life to 

coine. But fince man is a fallen, finful creature, 

he has loft his true road to happinefs-and can 

never find it, until his ·Maker points it 0ut to him 

in the Holy Bible. Here we are ·tai:ight how to 

conduct both in the civil and religious life: ·we 

p.re certain the fcriptures allow us to defend our­

felves in the befl: manner we can againfl: an enemy. 
. . 

-Therefore, fuch pafi'ages, as ~ould feem to 
fpeak 
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ft?~a~-a different -language•; fuch as thofe already 
quoted, muft be underitood, in a t:onfifl:ency witli 
this gtea · law of" nature; as well as conftfl:ent 

- w1th other parts of fcripture. For Chrifl: came 
not to make void', or defh·oy the law, -but to· ful­
fil....-when therefore we are forbid to.ihed blood, or 
to ki-11; it is innocent blood is meant-but this 
doth not forbid -to execute a murderer. The 
divine law requires, that a murderer fhould be 
executed, and-forbids to. take a ranfom {or his life. 

Alfo, when a body of wicked people join to­
gether, or a nation unite, to fall upon and de .. 
{hoy without any juft caufe an innocent people: 
The infulted, or invaded people, · are then to 
unite together, to oppofe, expel and punifh the 
guilty invaders-as in Judges v. 23 . . Curfe ye 
!Vfer.oz, (/aid the Angel of the Lord) curje ye bitterly-
the inhabitants thereof, Becazffe they came not to the 
pe7p of the Lord, againfl-the rnigh~: And Jeremiah 
flv.iii. IO. Curfed -be he that doth the work of the 
Lord deceitfully.; and curfad ,be he that keepeth back 
his fwo r_d from -blood: A.nd iµ Luke xxii. 36. J efus 

· ~_p.rifl: t0ld his Difciples to ann,themfelves againft 
approa~hirig danger . ......::..dna he that hath no /word 
let him fell his garment and ·buy one~ 

And fince our Lord did not allow the Difciples 
then to def end themfelves by -their weapons, for 

· when 
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~hen Peter cut off Makhus's ear he immediately 
h(;aled it, and bid Peter to put up his fword, to . 

let them know, ar,id the enemy alfo know, tha.f 
he was Lord of ,Jife and' death-and that the 
Difciples were fafe w,ith fuch a perfor-i as f efus, 
while the age ·of miracles continued; I f.ay, fince 
this was the cafe then, we muft undei·~and the. 
pa!fage to intend, that it is both l\tw(dl' and a 

auty, for the followers of J efus Chrifl:, in a time 
and age, when we ai:e not to expecc mi1;acles, to 
arm ourfelves and-ufe our arms for our own pre­
fer;vation ~gainft any· invading enemy., 

. -
Alfa, it muft of courfe follow, that where our 

ble!fed Lord enjoins us, wh~n fmote on th~ one 
cheek, to turn the other alfo, he does not mean 
to forbtd us · to ufe lawful ~nd proper meat\s of 
felf-prefervation. But the meaning muit be as 
the phrafe is proverbial, that we !hould at no 
-t~me difcover a revengeful or unforgiving dffpo­
fition; ,but !hould_:be ready to put up with a good 
aeal of ill-ufage, before we would create difturb­
ance,-yea that we !hould do any thing confift_ 
ent with out own fafety. Again, where our Lord 
enjoins us to love our enemies - he can't poffibly 
mea,n that we !hould love them better than our­
felves - that we !hould put it in the enemy's power, 

. to kill qs, when we 4ad it in our power_ to fa~~ 
our .. 
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our own l~fe, by killing the enemy. I fay; this 

cannot be the meaning; for that expofition will 

thwatt the original firfl: great law of felf-pre.: 

fervation. The meaning thetefore muf!: be, that 
we do not cheriili a f pirit of hatred towards the 
enemies, and would be willi11g to be reconciled 
again~-al).d would be deftrous, the enemy w0uld 

be convinced of his evil fentiment againfl: us, that 
we might be again on friendly term;,-that we 

can be ftncere in our prayer to God, to br'ing fuch 
a defirable event to pa(s. Again, ' 

· • 'l I 

That a felf-defenftve war is lawful; I will prove 

from the conduct of J efus Chr.ifl: himfelf. If civil 

government is neceffary to felf-prefervation; and 

war_ is neceffary, at times, i~ governmept, as has 

been already proved; then it will follow, that 

thofo who fupport civil government, do fupport 

war, and fo of confequence approve of war. But 

Jefus Chrif!: did pay his tribute money, tq the 

Emperor Tiberius, Matthe~ xvii, 27. And thofe 

who are acquainted with the life of Tiberius Gre­
far know that he had frequent wars. Our Lorcl 

did here, as in feveral other places, draw a line 

· of diftinction between church and ftate; the church 

was his own kingdom, and fpiritual in itF,i .nature 

and government, and was not of this world; but 

the fl:ate was a difl:incl: confritution, was of this 

world, was purely civil, and it was nbt eff~nti:d 
to 

• 
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to the being · of an Emperor, of what fort of re .. 

lig.ion he was ·of, or whether of any, as was the 

cafe• of Tiberius, Tiberius was a Fagan ; but as 

the Jews were tribu_taries to the Romans, and our 

Lord was a J e~ by birth, he paid hi:., tax as a 

.pe~ceable member of the commonwealth; but 

had our Lord ·been a Mennonift he would have 

refufed to pay tribute, to fupport war, which 

fhews the abfurdity of thefe people's condutl:. 
' l 

Had our Lord been a Covenanter of the church 

·of Scotland, he would refufe to pay t6bute, be-

caufe the Emperor was not a Covenanter.--_! e 

~wh, _ it is._not dfential t9 the very being of a Ki9g 

~o ·be a Chriftian, yet it is effential t~ the befog 

5)f a good ,man, to be a Chriftian ; and certai~ly 

the more pious and truly godly any Chriflian ru: 

Jer is, if he is not a bigot to a party, or· certain 

p.enominatipn, but equally ie~ardt1.H· of all,-~h~ 
·regular, fober, and well behaving, in all 'hi~; do­

.minions, the happier fo~ the people. -,-ln_Rom. ,1 3~ 
fr,o,n the beginning, tq the 7th-verfe, we· ar~ in.:. 

firucl;ed at large the duty we owe t0 civii govern: 

men,t; but if it ·was unlawful and anti-Chriftian, 

or anti-fcriptural to fopport war, it would be un­

lawful to pay taxes; if it is unlawful to go to 

war, it is unlawful to pay another to .do it, or· to 

go_ to do it : What a foolifu tijck thof e people 
C put 
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put on t~eir cortfciences, who for the tea:f~ns· af ... 
ready mentioned will not pay their tax,es, and yet , 
let others come and· take their money, where they 
can find it, and be fore they wi.11 leave it yvhere 
they can find it· handily~ 

I think I _have now proved,, from: the light of 
_nature, from the reafon of things-from· the Old 
and New-Teframent, as well as from the exa~ple 
of Chrift · and his Apoftles, that a felf-defenfivt 
war is lawful. 

Now thofe who deny this docl:rine ought, 'it 
they would be. ingenuous, car:idid and honeft, to 
place their argument· on tnis footing-: Suppofe 
themfelves all on fome part of our Globe, and 
_\Vithout any connecl:ion \\ ith any people but them­
felves, they had all the neceffaries of life ; inf uch 
a D:tuation, if they carry with them the common 
p~ture-0£ the human fp,ecies, as it has difcovered 
itfelf in the world in every age, fin_ce the fall of . 
Adam; thefe good, peaceable, inoffenfive people 
would foon find evil dif pofitions and pracl:ices 
break out even among themfelves; if they would 
~hen make no refifl:ance at all, to · thofe evils, but 
pn their avowed principles, when fmq_te on the -
one cheek, turn the other ; there would foon be 
an ·end of their fociety-the evil would foon de:. 

• fhoy the peace'a.ble and good out ·of the w0rhl.;, ,. 
then-

\ 
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theri the judgments of the Almighty would un­
doubtedly overtake and cut off the wicked, w~en 
, there would be none elfe in the world; and then , 
there would be an end to the being of mankind 
on the earth. Now this was the. refolt of things 
in the Antedeluvian age, when there was no civil . 
government at all in the world, the wicked de­
fl:rnye_d the righteous, till there was none left but _ 
Noah and his Family ;-the Almighty faved him 
by a miracle, and cut off the reft entirely from 
'the globe. -Ang. though Noah was as . good a 
man as any o(d1ofe people with whom I am now 
difputing, his ·pofterity degenerated·, and the · 
world needed government to keep it in being to 
this day. . It is alfo equally unfair, 'to fay, Let 
us fland :ftill and1fee the Jalvation of God; for if this 
proves any thi:ng, it proves too much, it proves 
tliat we are to ufe no means at all, for why to ufe 
lawful means in our power one time, and not · 
another; we mu:ft therefore neither plow or fow ;, · 
build, raife frock, or do any thing in the ufe of­
means, but ftand ftill and Jee the falvation of God: 
But our reafon is given us to ufe it in a proper 
manner, to preferve our own lives and the lives · 
of others, as God's fervants, in a :ftate of proba­
tion in this world ; and God will reward every 
one finally, according to his works; when we have 
;qo means in our power, we 4onor God to trqft him, 

a:i 

i 
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as Ifrael ·at-the Red-Sea, and in the wildernefs ;__:_· 
but when means are 1n our power, and we do not 
ufe them~ we then tempt God, and rebel againft 
his government, which heexercifes over the world, 
in the way of free and moral agen.cy: 

' 
Therefore for thefe people, to argue as they 

do now, when they are amopg other focieties,-· 
who they know will preferve th'e fl:ate from £laugh-_ 
ter or flavery, in the ufe of.lawful means, as has 
been now proved, is vaftJy difingenuous., and will 
undoubtedly fubjecl: their opinions to this cenfure, 
that it is a fai:icl:uary of p.oth-for gret d-cow­
arc?ice, &c .. -for it is eafy to flCJ,J at hJJme and earn 
mone)', to what it is to fpend money anil. expofe life, 
to protefl and defend the worldling cowanl_;-- it _is 
eafy to pay money , to what it is to be,flain in qattle, &c._ 
But after all that has .b!!en faid, I am myfelf fo 
warm an advocate for the facred rights of con­
fcience, that if thefe people will not be convinced 
of their duty ; · can J'l~t get their eyes open; they· 
ar,e to be pitied, but not perfecuted. I beg of 
all, for God· and confcience fake, to let them alone, 
if they will not in thefe terrible times, draw the 
f\JJord for Liberty and their Gountry; furely they 
'Yill not againfl Liberty and their C·ountry; and 
if we. can do with them, we can withou't them :1 

0 then, let there be rio diftµrbance on that heacl ! 
]3ut 
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But·fhould any of ~hefe inoffenfive guiltle[s anti­

wan:iors be detetl:ed_ in affifl:ing G~ge. or his army 
wjth provifions; &s:, for lucre or a_ny other motive 

whatever confciertce could not ·apologize for them "'' 

hut ~mght to be dealt with accordingly. 

I now proceed to the [econd thing. propofed, 
in this difcourfe, to fhew how a lawful war ls to · 

be carried on . 
.£ 'l I -

dt. Every one that draws the fword, fhould be , · 

well fatisfied, in his conicience, fhat he is called 
of God to do fo ;-that, with a gooc3. confcience 
and courage, he may rely on God for fl:rength 'a:nd ' 
protection.~ Then it is , drawn for thefe reafons, 

. or elfe it cannot · be lawful; either to oppofe a 
foreign enemy _:_or to ,affif\: · the m,agifl:rates to 

fupprefs a riot, or ,vicked fatl:ion and, rebellion 
that may have broke out, by a lawlefs fet of ruf-' 

· fians, that will be under n0 refl:r~int of law_:_or 
to' oppofe the unjufi:, uforped, anti-confl:it_utional 
claims of mere tyranny on the effential and un­
alienable' rights of the p·eople. 

· 2dly. Every foldi~r ·fhould fee to it above all 

things, ! hat his peace is made with God, by be­
lieving_ in his Son J efus Chrifl: for falvation; and, 

have fome comfortable ·evidences of the truth of 
Vt ._ . • 

his faith, by his love to J efus Chrifl:, in keeping 
his 



liis commandments;-elfe how can he· expecl:_;t· 
bleffing, or fuccefs, even in a juft caufe, if h'e is 
himfelf in a fl:aite of enmity and rebellion againft 
that God, in whofe hand his life is, and whofe 
are all his-ways : For-no :fol di er is fo undaunted . 
and- truly couragious, as him that on the princi­
ples of true religion, is above the fear of death. 

To rufu forward on death, thoughtlefs of, and 
unpr~pared for, a future eternity, is rather a 

f pecies of mere madneis, than true heroifm. 

3dly. As the Chrifl:ian foldier muft fet out in') 
tbe fear of God, fo he muft perfevere, fully con­
fiding in, and relying on, the jufl:ice and righte­
oufnefs of the fuperintendency of Jehovah, over · 
all the fates, and to us unforef een occurrences, 
that may or can happen in time; and thus with 
becoming bold.PJ.efs and Chriftian ferenity, accom­
panied with tr'tte courage~ put his life in God's 
hands. ' · 

4thly. The foldier mufl: obferve ftricHy thofe 
directions in our text·.- He muft do violence to no 
man; as foldiers carry with them the inftruments 
of death, they are too prone to conduct them­
felves_ towards the defencelefs with pride and in- · 
folence ;_ fomething of this temper difcovered it-

felf; 
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felf, at the time that thef e Regulars afked J olut 

. in the manner of their afking the queftion ;­

others treated Johp with refpecl: and m~nners;­

the very Publicans called him Mailer ;-but the 

.f?..ed-Coats came· and demanded • of him, as if they 

were his fuperiors, and he muft obey them.­

_As fl:andipg armies are too frequently made up 

of the fcourings of gaols, and the refufe and filth 

of the people, who make that the laft. fhift for 

a living-they are but .too often found-0.eftityte 

oi'either good principles or education, an,d,funk 

into every fp,ecies of diffoluteriefs and·d~bauchery. 

We could wifh the King's troops at Bofton, had 

not by their cruelty and inhumanity of ~onducl:, 

given the ,world too lively and fhiking a .proof 

of the truth of this obfervatiori ;-hence the very, 

name of a Red-Coat (pardon the expreffion)flinks 

in our noflrils. 

But bleffed be the God of .heaven, that the 

gentlemen who now form o;r militia, in America, 

are the Americans themfelves, whofe ~haracl:ers 

are known to be not · fuch as but ' juft now de­

fcribed; and who we hope, under God,' will fave · 

this country, and of confequence the 'Britifh em- ' 

.- pire from impending ruin. · 

5thly. Soldiers muft not accufe any faljly; -
thii 
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this is a certain. f peci~s of wickednefs ' too com­
mon to foldier~ ;-thou: of them-that watched th~ 
fepulcre of dur Lord, falfly attufed his ~ifciples; 
that they came and ftole his body while they Jlept; 
they were hired t~ tell this lye by gov·ernment-, 
and what will not po~r-ignorant, fottiili, feHUh, 
low-liv'd, ill- bred; gracelefs c~eatures, that ·h~ve 
no . fear bf Q-od at all, d~ for money ;-And I wiih 
we may fjnd that the foldiers at

1
Bofton, have fent 

no liys home, or falfe· accufations of the brave 
Provihci~ls-when they gave them fuch a fevcire 
drubi11g in the action' of Le~ingto~. r : 

I ,, 

, Laftly·.un~er this he_ad, as the deftgn of raiftng 
armies is ;the defence of the people, as [qon; as 
this is bravely afcertained; ,die Ch.rifrian foldier 
ihould la.y by the fword, ~nd difband the army, 
left their exiftence, when not nece;!fary, ihoulq. 
occafion the very m)f eries, . they were raifed to 
avert. -A few inferences ihall no~ concludethis 
difcourft · · 

.. .) 

1. Our fubjecl: teaches us deeply to bewail the 
univerfal depravity of hurrian nature

1

; -0 Adam.! 
in what a deplorable condition is thy family now,! 
what haft thou · done.!-· ·-how many ~v.il paffions 
and appetites rage in the world! Envy, wrath, \ 
malice, diffimulation, covetoufnefs,1 pride, brutal 

lufts, 
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·h1fts, &c, &c. whence arife .thofe crufhing woes 
and calamities of wars, murd~r, rapine, flaughtet 
and defolations among mankind. How juft iris I 
for a holy God, as the moral Governor of th~ 
world, to puni.fh fuch finful guilty ereatures. 

2. We iearn hence the exceeding innate evii 
of fin, if the punifhment is not inadequate to the 
0ffence, which we are not to fuppofe; then the 
offence is very gi:-eat, becaufe of the great pu­
nifhment inflicl:ed1 

. . . . 
3. We .. alfo le~rn from, our fubjecl:1 to admire 

the care of divine providence over the human 
face, to continue men on the earth amidft fuch 
deluges of miferies or deftructiop on e.very hand. 
And as civil government, in the hand of divine 
proyidence, is fobfervierit here too; we oug~t to 
blefs God fot the inftitutiort, and fopport it while 
governinertt continues to obferve its original de­
fign, viz. the protecl:iort df the lives and proper­
ties of the people. 

4. We may alfo atkndwledge the goodnefs of 
God, in abridging the life of man; to 70 years; 
for that is long en01:1gh for the wicked to rage, 
and the righteous to fuffer-and be abfent from 

,,. that reft ,that God has prepai"ed for his people·. 
How amazing that the Church of Chrift has not 
been fwallowed up, by the united combinations 

D -, or 
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of ajl the· evil-fpirits of darknefs, ~nd the wicked 

in this world in every age ! this is the m'i.ghty 

power of God indeed ! 

5 .. We learn from this fubjecl:, the fpecial need 

our world ftands in of a SAVI o u R, that by the 

grace of his holy covenant, according to the great 

rich divine plan he has revealed in the holy Bi_ble, 

fuch finful creatures as we are, may be fancl:ified 

and pardoned, and made fit 'for ufefulnefs in this 

life, and the enjoyme!1t of God in heaven. 

6. Om: fubjecl: teaches us to be reconciled to 

the thoughts of death, on the true principle~ 0( 

gofpel holinefs, whenever it fuall pleafe God to 

~aWus hence; as all in this finning, teafing, m9r­

tifying, difappointing world, as Solomon jufrly ex­

pre!fes it, is vanity and vexation of jpirit ; and yet 

(?11 the other hand, we muft not repine at the hand 

':)f God, if we are continued long even _in a ftate 

of affliction ;-budhould fay with that old Tefta­

m:ent-faint, all the days of my appointed time will I 

wait, till my change come .-.:_kis our great wifdom 

f',nd intereft, to take heed, that we have not w.itlt 

;Dives our good thing herey but would make the 

J:,efi; oJ this prefent life, as a wildernefs paffage.,. 

through which we would journey to the bettec 

co\rntry, the heavenly .. 
' 

. J. We hence learn ~ow much it is our duty to· 
b,e· 
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,be both frequent, and very fervent in prayer to 

• God, for the fpiritua[ king~om of the Lord 

. J efus Ch~·ifl:, whiclf confifl:s fo much in peace and 

love, to come with divine power ari~ energy; to , 

chec¼ and ftop thofe evils that now rage .in the 
world, as it is well ki1own, by long experience, 
that it is the holy f pirit accoipp nying a preached 
gofpel, that is the only fovereign remedy, to c-ure \ 

the evils that- are in-the he_arts of men, to qualify 

th~m to ' be real bleffings to e.ach other, as m~m,.. 
hers of fociety in this life, and to put them in a 

capacity for communion with the holy Trinity 

and faints and angels i.n heaven. 

8thly •And lafl:ly, Our fubjec1: teaches us, how 
much we ihould deprecate the calamities of war 

- ef pecially thofe of a civil war; the moft awful 

of any, if it could be avoided, And Oh what an 

. awful dark cloud, pregnant with all the horrors 
of civil war, hangs now over this whole continent 

-of Britifu America; and this terrifying thought 

.leads me to clofe this difcourfe in two addre!fes. 

dt. To all my hearers in general-you are, in 

this town, now at eafe, in the lap of peace and 

pl~nty; 'far from any fcene of either blood or 

:{laughter-in the heart of a rich province, fitu-
ated in the center of the whole American Conti­

nent~you ·hear ' of diftrefs, but you do not yet 
4 fee'l 

'-
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feel it; and God fo~bid you ever fuould, as fohi_~ 
of your worthy brethren now do in Boil:on. Bu~ . ·­
know, my dear hearers, that if you abufe thefo 
rich, temporal good things ·(with which the God 
of heaven has difl:inguifued you) in luxury, pro-, 
.fanenefs, Sabbath-breaking, fwearing, unclean­
nefs, drunkennefs, worldlinefs, pride and con­
tempt of the facred and divine inftructions of 
his holy word and ordinances, your fins ·will 
find you out, and God \\:ill vifit you with ·hi,s 
chaftifing rod for your iniquities. Let all then 
be ~xhorted.by a· fincere, unfeigped repentance, 
f9r pafl: fins and reforrr1atio11 of lif\:! and manner&, 
to fly to the Lord J efus Chrift by faith, as a hide­
ing place from the ftorm, and a covert from the 
tempeft-be much in prayer to God, to over-rule 
thefe unhappy difl:urbances for his own glory, 
and the heft weal of Zion-p_ray that they may 
be brought to a f peedy and happy iffue on the 
genuine principles of liberty and true religion-

. pray that t4e juft attempts of all America, for 
thefe great ends, m~y prove fuc·cefsful-guard 
againft every thing that has the lea.ft or remoteft 
tendency, to jar the qleffed unifon of the whole 
American harpficord~ as now fet to the tune of. 
liberty, by the honou~able great artifts the Co~.,. 
~INENTAL CoNGRESs-Let every denomination 
pf Chriftians treat ea~h ot!)-er with )o:ve and re-

, . (_peer~. 
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f peel:, as brethren engaged in, and fhuggling fo; 
, the one and fame common caufe - treat all the 

offi.cers of civil government in this province with 
becoming honor and ref pec'l:-fympathize with 
your difl:re!fed fuffering brethren in Bofl:on, both 
with your prayers and purfes. l;inally, dr~ad 
l}Othing that can befall you, fa ruinous to your­
felves and pofl:erity in this life, as flavery. There­
fore uf e 'every lawful means to avert it; fee then 
that you moil: heartily accord with whatever may 
be the final determination of ·an America agr~ed 
to in the CON TINE NT AL CONGRESS. 

I now turn myfelf to the Gentlemen of the . . . 
Militia, Officers and Soldiers that appear before 
me in Church in their UNIFORM. 

By your prefent appearance you declare td the 
world, that you' are nobly willing to rifk your 
lives and fortunes to fave your Country from 
flavery ; you are accompanied with the fincere 
willies of all good people, for God Almighty to 
blefs you, protect and "focceed you in your brave 
undertakings. 

Your own .improved underfl:andings will lea:d 
Y?U to apply· the f ev,eral infl:rucl:ions foggefl:ed in 
this Sermon, relative to your duty as warriors; 
fuould we be all· fo unhappy, as that you ihould 

be 
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be ever called to action on acco~nt of the prefettt 
fl:ruggles for liberty. In the mean time allow me 
to ·require of you, to do your utmoft to preferve 
and maintain the good order and peace ·of this 
province inviolate ; for -it. is certain, that nothing 
next-t:o jlav e-ry i's more to be dreaded, than the 
anarchy and confufi_on that will enfue, if proper 
regard i~ not paid to the good and wholefome . 
laws ofgovernment1 And fuould we be fobjecred 
to fuch evils, we wiH, and muft blame our Militia 
for no men have it fo much in their power to keep 
the peace a1:1d good order of fo~iety as the gentle- , 
men of the f word. 

Y0u muft fl:ill continue to revere royalty, and 
obferve your alJegiance to the King, on the true 

/ 

principles of the conftitution. Your drawing the 
fword now muft a.o_t be againfl: the perfon of his 
'Majefty; but the mal-adminifl:ration of his go-

{ 
vernmeht, by defigning, mifchief-makit~g mini­
fiers. 'Your prefent appearances mufl: then be 
not of choice, but of neceffity. While his Ma­
jefty George- the third will-obferve his own coro­
nation oath~ and the principles of the, revolution; 
for the fupport of which againft all Jacobite facri­
pns, and Tory plots of pope.cy, his anceftors of 
the illuftrious line of Brunfwick were placed on 
the throne of Great Britain, d'o you· obferve your 
~llegiance.- · 

I am, 



I am happy, that I can with a good confcience, 

co_ngratulate you and my~elf ~his day, o~ the ~er- / 
tamty we have, , for the--:Jufbce and goodnefs of 
our caufe: The angry tools of power who mifl.ead · 1 

government, may call us American "rebels, who 
"would throw off all government,-would be in-
H depend,ent and what not." -But we can now, 
with great confidenGe, appeal to God that that is 
falfe "- we defire no fuch things-we defire to be 
as we were in the _begihning of the prefent' un .. 
happy reign-we have tried every lawful, pea_ce­
able mean in our power.'-but call in vain !-we 
would love them if they would fuffer us-we 

' would be , peaceable, obedient, loving fubjects i( 
they would let ~s; but it• would feem as, if the 
prefent minifrry were determined to cram dif­
loyalty, and difobedience do\Vn our thrbats-arrd 
then call us all rebels-then confifcate out countr.y 
and fell it, to pay their 140,000,000 of debt, or 
elfe we know not wha~ they would be at. ,. We 
d0 in America all declare ourfelves the fubj~cts 
of King George the third, but yve never f w01·e 
allegiance to the Parliament of Great-Brit~in­
or el.fe w_e would have above 500 Kings-t~ey 
are ot1;r · fellow-fobjects, chofen by the freehol­
g.ers of that ifl.and to legifl.ate for them,. as our 
Affembly doth for Pennfylvania; but if their pre­
fent . claims are admitted,' we may give up our 
Affeinblies - and our Charters are cyphers!-'--

In 
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In the clofe of the Iaft war, the King had: riot 
in all his dominions fo many more affection.ate 
fubjecl:s than the Americans-and in every valua­
ble enterprize which would exhauft both treafure 
and blood the brave New-Englanders took the 
lead-and by 011r. ~nduftry and trade with . Eng­
land, the nation rofe to her prefent eminence;, 
and now the very power we helped to give her, 
is -retorted <;m us with redoubled vengeance and 
unheard of cruelty-but if they beat down our 
trading Cities and opprefs us all they can, we will 
·have our woods and liberty; for as we are the 
defcendants of Britons, we fcorn to be jlaves.-We 
are now come to our ne plus ultra-the fword, the 
laft argument muft decide the coritroverfy. There­
fore, you can, GENTLEMEN SOLDIERS, appeal to 
G O D, for the juftice of your caufe, he is the 
judge of all the earth, and will do right, the final 
determination· of all matters is in his righteous1 

holy, powerful hand. When England went tO' 
war with France and Spain in the time of lafl: 
reign, they invoked the aids of the God of hea-­
ven by failing and prayer_ and then government: 1 

difcovered no leanings to papery - But now, 
when they are going to murder and butcher their 
dwn children in America, that have been fa obe..: 
client, ufeful and affecl:ioJ ate-We do not heal" 

that · 
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that they aflc cdunfel of God.--but if they do not 
let us a!k counfel and affifi:ance from the God of 

heaven.:..:...he is on our fide; we hope, and if God 
is on our fide we need not fear. ,vhat rriah cah d<l , 
unto us: 

' 
We have ail the true friends of virtue; of }i.J 

berty and righteoufnefs on earth on our fide_. 
we have aii the angels of heave!1 oh our f:de- fof 
we have truth and _iufi:ice on our fide-therefore 
we have the God of truth and jufl:ice on our fide, 

-aithough for ?vife purpof~s of_Jlivitie providence; 
a good caufe is permitted to be for a time under 
a cioud-to try the patience and faith of God's 
people, that the deliverance may finaliy appear, 
as it ever wiil -be God's owri work; God will 
never forfake his own fide of the quefl:io'n_ 
Courage the'n ! courage, rriy brave American fol -­
diers, if God be for, who can be againfl y ou.? -Equip' 
yourfeives, and to be equipt for this warfare­
put on, Gentlemen, die go[pel armoury -hav! 
your feet jhod with its preparation-for your hel.: 
met falvation-for your jhield, faith -and. be girt 
with truth-this, Sirs, is a gof pel uniform, that 
well becomes the Ch~ifl:ian foldier-and thus go 
forth in the name of the Lord of hofts; and 
inay he pr~tecl- you, blefs you, and fucceed yottt' 

' E / vet'/ · 
~ j 



:very laudable and grand underta~ing, in connec­

tion with all the Militia of North-America; and 

may God gra1.1t that out of thefe prefent tumults, 

difi:urbances arid commotions, a gr,eat and ~ighty 

empire may rife up in this wefi:ern world, for 

King J Esus, as w:ell as a proteftant King built O!l 

the folid principles of liberty and true religion; 

and the glory fuall be given to his holy name; 

now and for ever more, Amen. . ' 

F I N I S. 
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