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Diligence in the Work of Gob, and
Attivity during LiFe ;

A

SSER M O N, &c.

JOHN ix. 4.

1 muft work the Works cf bim that fent me, while it is
Day ;5 the Night cometh when nv Man can work.

i0o0vee@ | N this Chapter the Fvangelift gives us
ﬂ : L :;} the remarkable Hiftory of a Man who was
9 e bliud froin his Birth, toward whom our
08308 bl:fled Lorp exercifed Compafiion, and
miraculoufly confered upon him the Senfe of Seeing.
When this Object of Pity fell under the Obfervation of
Curist, his Difciples ftarted a curious Queftion, viz.
Whether be bimfelf, or bis Fatber, bad finned, that be was
born blind ? An Enquiry which favours fomewhat of
the Opinion of a Metemp/ychefis, or pre-exiftent State
of the human Soul. A Do&rine much celebrated in
the Schopl of Pysetacoras, and which itis faid that
Philofopher learned in Egyps ; from one or the other
of which heathen Sources, it is fuppofed to have been
imbibed by fome learned Men among the Jews. To
this Queftion Jesus anfiwered, ncither bath this Man

A2 JSinned



4 DiLIGENGE in the Work of Gop :

finned, nor bisParents 5 but that thelVerks of God fhould be

made manifeft in bim. That is, * You are not to a-
s¢ fcribe this Man’s deplorable Blindnefs to any Sin of
¢¢ his own, or of his immediate Progenitors ; it be-
¢ ing never defigned to mark them out as greater
¢¢ Tranigreflors than others ; but was permitted and
¢ fo ordered by a Providence confummately wile,
<« that a fit Opportunity might be exhibited for my
¢ difplaying the Works of Gonb, and glm_‘ify?ng he
¢« Fower and Mercy o1 my Favuer.” Had there
not been a Number ot fuch diftrefled pitiable Objeéts
in the Days of CHrisT, ncither his nor his Father’s
Compaflions would have appeared fo artradting and
illuttrious, as the’ now do in the Gofpel-Hiltory 5
and Chriftanity muft have failed of one of its moft
engaging and powerful Lvidences.

Our blefled Lornp calls the important Bufinefs he
had to tranfa¢t in this World, the Hark of GOD, be-
caufe it was what his Father had afiigned him.  And
a great and glorious Work it was! a Work that
neceded a benevolent and compaflionate Heart to en-
gage in, and a divine Hand to execute ; and in which
the Glory of Gopb, and the Happinels of Mankind
were greatly interefted.  Curist came to accomplith
a marvelous Defign of Mercy, to the fallen Pofterity
of Apam, and thereby to illuftriate the Perfeétions of
Gov in the moft glorious Manner. The Father had ap-
pointed the Sona peculiar Work, and heconfider’d him-
felf under the greatelt Obligations to performit: He
applied himfelf to it with the utmolt Fervor and Dili-
gence, improving cvery Gpportunity to manitelt the
Glory of Gop and do Good to the Children of Men.
For he knew that his Time on Earth would be fhort,
and that he fhould quickly afcend up to the Father,
when his working Seaton in the Flefh, and in the lowly
¥Form of Manhood, weuld be at an End. 7 muft work

i the



AcTtvity during Lirk. 5

the Works of bim that fent me while it is Day, the Night
cometh when no Man can Work. Now the fame Mind
ought to be in us, that was in Curist, and we may
reafonably conclude, that he defigned his Example in
this weighty Particular fhould be imitated by his
Pcople, and that the fame Confideration fhould ferve
to excite them to the like diligent Application to all
the Duties of Life.  In this View I fhall now attempt
to confider and improve .= Words, which naturally
point out the following Obfervations.

I. Gop has affigned us all our proper Work.

II. It behoves us with Diligence and Engagednefs
to apply ourfelves to this Work of Gob in the. prefent
Lite, becaufc at Death our working Time wiil be over.

Oss. 1.  Gob bas affigned us all our proper Work.

He who is Lord of the Univerfe,and fole Proprietor
of the Creation, and who is infinite in Wifdom and
Underftanding, exalts a Tribute of Service from cve-
ry rational Creature ; and fuch as neglect their ap-
pointed Work, or do not accomplifh it in its proper
Seafon, are chargeable with a Violation of that Order
which ought to be maintained among intelligent Sub-
je&s ot the divine Government ; and will be found
at laft amung flothful Servants, who have, in Effett,
hid their Lord’s Talents, by retufing to improve them.

WHEeN GOD fent his only begotten Sox into the
World, it was not to put on a pompous Appearance,
or take to himfelf the idle State, fo common in earthly
Mortals ; but to be employed in Bufinels of utmoft
Confequence, and to engage in Services which would
reflect the highett Honor uponGop,and have the mott
friendly Afpect upon the Happinefs of Mankind. And
as we are endowed with a Capacity of Action, and

with intelleGtual Powers, Gop hath appointed usr Bu-
' In¢ls



6 Diricence in the Work of Gop :

finefs correfpondant to our Circumftances, and not
Jeft us to fpend our Days in ufelefs Eafe and Indolence.
We hold cire Rank of reafonable Beings, and it is in-
cumbent upon us to act as becomes tuch Creaturas
towards their great and glorious CREATOR.  For
the Plealure of Gop all Things now cxift and were
originally made, and it fhould be our firit and greateft
Con-ern to honor and pleafe that Goo, whofe Pro-
perty we are, and to whom we owe ow Being and
our utmoft Homage. The very Defigi of var Exif-
tence is that Gop may be glorified by us, and that
we may be made happy in the Enjoymentof Liiin. We
fhall anfwer the great End for which we are fent into
theeWorld, if we fincerely endeaveur to render all
due Honor to the Name or Gop, and a¢t with an
ultimate View to pleafe and glority nia in all Things.
Whether we eat cr drink, cr whaifoever we do*, itis
our Duty to do all to the Glory ¢f Gop. [His Name we
mult fanétily in cur Hearts, and our whole Converfa-
tion and Conduét fhould be under the Influence of a
jupreme Regard to him.
Moreovier GOD has made it our Duty, and it is
a great Brauch of that Work we have to do in the
World, to fecure our own ‘mmortal Welfare. It is
required of us that we thould word vt our own Sal-
votici with Iecr and Trembline, even tho® it is
Gob tiat sz Fork in us to will and to do, of bis
oom good Plecfareil.  We have Souls formed for
eadlifs Exifiance, and capable of exalted Happi-
nels 5 the former neither we nor the united Power of
the whole Creation can prevent; for which Reafon,
to al’ccrraip the Jatter is a Matter of infinite Concern,
as well as indifpenfible Duty.  All the Injuné&ions of
ieaven coincide with the Happinefs of Men, and
it rightly confidered and underflood, will be found to

. . terminte
1 Cor. %, 31, | Pbil. i1, 12,



AcTiviTY a’itring Lire. 7

terminate in the Fulfilment of that grand Law of our
Nature, whlch is deeply wrought into every Conftitu-
tion, namely, A Defire of bemg bappy, aid 1het fer
ever. The great Reproach of fallen Ivicu 1s that they
are loft as to any juft Senfe wherein their own true
Happiaefs confifts.- Their Shame and Mifery lies in
this that they bave forfaken Gov, the Fountain of living
Waters, and bewed them out Cifierns, breken Cifteris thet
can bold no Water . "We have docply revolted from
Gop, and by following after /ying Venities have for-
faken the Way of Peace and Happinefs. The Reli-
gion of Jesus is deligned to recover us from this
fatal Error, "and to bring us back to Gop, the only
Source of true Bleffednefs. Therefore that we may
be made wife to Salvation, the Scriptures of Truth
dire&t us to the Faith of CurisT; and teaeh us that
the firft fure Step toward Happinefs is to believe on
him, who has declared himfclt to be the Way, the
Truth and the Life .

THis therefore is another eminent Part of that Work
whichwe have to do inthisWorld ; for 74is /s by Way of
Emphafis,tbe Commandment of GOD to us who hear the
Golpel, that we fbould believe on the Name of bis Scn
Jesvs Curist§. Our Lord himfelf afferts atisug Faith
in him to be the #ork of GOD; 1or when the People

Jaid unto bim, what fball we do that we might work the
Works of GOD ? Jesus anfwered and faid unto them,
This is the Work of GOD, that ye believe on bim whom
be bath fent . By Faith the Soul is united to CurisT,
and invefted with that everlafing Righteoufuefs that he
hath brought is, which is to all Intents fuificient for
our Juftification before a Gop of fpotlefs Purity and
ftrit Juftice. Hereby we are brought fromn being
snder the Law to be under Grace, and are introduced

into

1 fer ii. 13. € Fobn xiv, 6. § 1 Jobn 1ii. 23.
t Fobn vi. 28, 29.



8 Diricenck 712 the Work of Gob :

into a State of Peace and Favour with Gop, and are
alfo enabled to perform a finere and acceptable Obe-
dience; for Faith in Curist is a powertul Principle
of holy Living ; it works by Love, purifies the Heart
and overcomes the World. The Chriftian-indeed,
governs himfelf by Maxims derived from a Source {u-
perior to that of the Senfes ; and walks by Faith in
Things unfeen, which are eternal, and not by the View
of Ttings feen, which are temporal.

RepenTanck toward Gob is another Work which
we are all to do, for God now commands all Men every
where to repent.  Let us have lived ever fo free trom
the grofs outward-Polutions which are lamentably pre-
valent i: the World, and maintained a Charalter
clear and not tarnifhed with any fcandalous Vi e ; yet
except we repent we fhall furely perifb, even as thofe
who have been abandoned to open Acts of Immorality
and Wickednefs. The Fallow-ground of every Heart
muft B broken up, and we muft all fow in godly
Sorrow and penitential Tears, or never hope to reap
in Mercy, or bring torth our Sheaves with Re!oicing.
Our prefent fallen depraved State, in Confequence of
which we have all come greatly fbort of the Glory of
GOD, renders a Renovation of Nature, deep Humi-
liation, and unfeigned Repentance abfolutely neceffary,
in Order to our being cftectually difpofed to the Ser-
vice of Gob here, or fitted for the Enjoyment of him
hereafter. OurWork is to offer untnGob the Sacrifice
of a brokenHeart and a contrite Spiritf. We muft com-
mence a refolute War againft the Enemies of Gop and
our Souls, and by the Help of divine Grace carry it
on perpetvally withVigor and unfainting Perfeverance
to the End of our Days. There is much Work of a
fpiritual Kind, that now lyes upon our Hands, which
there would have been no Place for, in a State of

Uprighznefs
1 Pjal. hi. 17.
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Uprightnefs and perfect Purity. Our firft and great
Concern now, fhould Le, to get the Tree made good,
that {o the Iruit may be good ; or, in other Words, to
obtain fuch a new T'emper of Mind, Renovation of
Nature, and Change of Heart, as is implied in true
Repentance ; and then it fhould be our conftant Care
to do Works meet for fuch a Repentance. i he old Man
which is corrupt, mult be put off, with bis deceitful Lufis,
we mult be renewed in the Spirit of our Minds, and put
on the new Man, which is after Ged, created in Kighte-
cufncfs, and true Holinefs 1.

THE original Apoftacy hath brought fuch Corrup-
tion upon all ourFaculties, that Religion in the Power
of it, is thereby rendered 2 continual Warfare, even
to thofe who are renewed by thePower of divineGrace,
and in fome Meafure reftored to the loft Image of
God, wherefore the Work we arc farther called out to,
is to combat evil Appetites, and vitiated Aifections.
Thofe fintul Habits muft be counteradted and broke
off, which to part with, is by our Saviour compared
to cutting off a right Hand, and plucking out a right Eye|.
The Practice of Mortification and Self-Denial, is one
of the firft Lieflons in the School of Chrift. The Body
muft be kept underyand theFlefh crucified with its Affeflions
and Luft+. We have fo many Enemies to encounter,
and fuch Obftacles to furmount, that from the firft
Moment we fet out in the Ways of God, we are en-
gaged in a perpetual Struggle, and are obliged to row
again{t the Stream.

MourEeover, the Work appointed us, is to get our
Souls enriched with the pureGold of Holinefs, and a-
dorned withall theGraces of the divineSpirit ; for thefe
beautiful Garments, are the Ornaments of Chriftians,
theBadges of God’s true and faithful Servants,theSeal-
g of the HolyGhoft,theEarneft of fun.lchlt:ﬂ'cdnclsci

B an

L Ephiv. 22,23, 24. || Matt. v, 29,30, t Gal.v.24,
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and the fure Pledges of compleat Redemption. We
are to labour, that we may abound in Fruittulnefs to-
wards God ; whofe Mercies fhould conftrainus to prefent
our Bodies 10 Lim a livirg Sacrifice, bely and acceptable,
which is our reafonable Servicet. Our Bufinefs in this
World, is to live to God ; and we ought in all Things
to act with an ultimate Refpet to his Authority
and Will ; making the Intimations of his Pleafure,
the Rule of our Condu&, proving what is that goed
and acceptable, and perfeft Will of Ged+. We are under
infinite Obligations to be wholly devoted to God ; for
‘we are not our own, but are bought with a Price, and
‘tkerefere ought to ferve and glgrsfy God with eur Bodies
and Spirits *, which are the Purchafe of his Son’s in-
valuable Blood.

I't may be further obferved, That living to God,
takesin the whole Compafs of Duty, for unto him we
livenot unly when engaged in Things ftrictly religious,
and in Addrefles directed immediately to the Majefty
of Heaven ; butalfo when from a Principle of Confci-
ence, and Senfe of Duty toward God, we difcharge
any of the Duties of the relative and civil Life, which
are among thole Things that are both acceptable toGod
and approved of Men|. No fmall Part of the Beauty
and attrattive Luftre of a Chriftian Character, depends
upon a ready and univerfal Compliance with thofe
Duties which arife from the various Conneétions we
have with our Fellow-Men. Indeed, it affords a con-
vincing and moft engaging Evidence, that our holy
Religion was really inftituted, by that infinitely wife,
and excellent Being, who formed our Nature, and
ordained the feveral Relations of Life; when we con-
fider how exattly the Precepts of it quadrate with our
prefent Circumftances, and how admirably the whole
Clafs of relative Duties, is therein adjufted. A due

. Obfervance
JRom.xii.1.t 2omxii.2. % 1Cor.vi. 9,20. [|Rom.xiv.18§,
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Obfervance of zhefe, greatly contributes to the Hap-
pinefs of Individuals, the Welfare and Peace of Fami-
lies, and the Benefit and Harmony of Societies in
general. -
THerE is likewife much Work for us to do, that
takes its Rife from the Stations we fill, and the refpec-
tive Callings affigned us by Providence. And what-
ever thefe are, the Dauties of them are to be attended
upon with Faithtulnefs and Diligence, and that with
Singlenefs of Heart, as becomes thofe who are in all
Things to ferve the Lord. .
In a2 Word, we have a wide Field of Duty before
us ; the Work affigned us, is great and important,
and God requires that we fhould exert ourfelves in the
Performance of it. This we are under the greateft
poffible Obligations to endeavour ; forit is the Work
of God, even of him who fent us into the Woerld, and
we can no otherwife anfwer the Defign of our Lcing
yea, itis that on which the Welfare of our immortal
Souls depends, of Confequence it demands our folemn
Attention, and the utmoft Exertion of all our Pow-
ers. Not that we are fufficient for this great Werk of
ourfelves ; for in order to its being done cffeétually,and
to the divineAcceptance, we ftand in abfolute Need of
the conftant Aids of the Grace of Chinift, witheut whems
we can do nothingq. Humbly fenfible of cur own utter
Impotence, we muft apply to him for Strength, and
the affifting Influences of his Spirit; but yet engage
as vigoroufly in this Work, as if it were wholiy within
the Compafs of our own Abilities.  This brings me to

the
IId. Obs. IT beboves us with Diligence and Engaged-
nefs, to apply ourfelves to this Work of God in the prefevs
Life, becaufe at Death, our working Time will ccafe fer
ever.,
"‘ B 2 THLRE

q Fobn xv. 5.
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‘Tuere is a remarkable Energy and Spirit in the
Words of the Text, I muft work the Works of him that
fent me. 1 muft labour in them; they muft be dili-
gently wrought out by me. The Original is peculiarly
fpirited, and emphatical, EMe D1 ErcazEesTHAI
TA ERGA 3 which is very happily imitated by our
Tranflation. * The Expreflion carries in it Force and
Vigour, and imports the Neceflity of Induftry and
vehement Engagednefs. The Importance of thefe
Affairs we have to tranfat in the World, calls aloud

for vigorous Application ; and efpecially if it be con-

fdered, that this Work of everlafting Confequence,
muft be accomplifhed now, in the fhort, and to us
uncertain Space, allotted us in the prefent Life, or elfe
remain for ever undone ; it fets the evident Neceflity
of affiduous and fervent Diligence in-a yet ftronger,
and more affeCting Light. We muft be abandoned
to Stupidity and Folly, or this alarming Confideration
muft f{urely ftimulate us to engage immediately, and
with utmoft Earneftnefs to get our Work done.

The Work before us, is of unfpeakable Moment ;
the IHonour of God, the Intereft of the Redeemer’s
Kingdom, the Good of our Fellow-men, and the Sal-
vation of our own Souls, are all nearly concerned in
it. What prefling Need then of Diligence, fince this
Life is the only Seafon when it can be done. We have
the greatelt Reafon to be up, and doing, before our
Feet ffumble upon the dark Mountains §, and the Shadows
of an endlefs Night, put a full Period to our accepted
Time, and Day of Salvationd.

LET us view the Argument of our Text a little
more diftinétly, that if it be poflible, our Hearts may
be lifted up, and our Souls rouzed to Diligence, Ac-
tivity, and a becoming Zeal in the Things of God.

Ws
§ Fer. xiii, 16, I 2 Cor. vi. 2,
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- WEe may confider, firft, That now is the proper Tiine
for deing the Work which God hath affigned us. For
every ‘Thing there isa Time and Seafon; and this is
our Spacc of T'rial, the Lord having now entrufted us
with Talents of fundry Sorts, and commanded us to
occupy thofe Gifts, and make diligent Improvement
of his manifold Grace, until he fhall be pleafed to call
us to an Account. If I may fo exprefs it, we are here
furnifhed with a Stock to trade with for God ; he hath
put certain Goods into our IHands, and now is the
proper Time for us to employ ourfelves in the Ma-
nagement of them. We have various Powers of Body
and Mind, to be appropriated to fuch Exercife and
Ufes, as are peculiar to the State we are now in. This
is the Day in which God allows us to feek Reconcilia-
tion to himfelf, and fecure his Grace, in order to which
we are favoured with the precious Gofpel of Chrift,
and have Means in a rich Abundance 3 which are
excellently adapted to fubferve the Purpofes of our
Salvation. The Door of Mercy is now open to Sin-
ners, and Proclamations of Peace and Pardon are
iffued out to all fuch as will caft down the Weapons of
their Rebellion, and humbly fubmit themfelves to
God, in the Way of the Gofpel. In this Time, we
have an Opportunity, not only to afcertain our own
eternal Well-being, but alfo to do fuch Services in
the Caufe of God, and our Redeemer, as are only
fuited to the prefent State of Things. This Earth
is the Place, and while thc Lamp of Life burns,
is the Seafon, to {peak forth with our Lips, the high
Praifes of God, to perithing Mankind, to endeavour
the Converfion of Sinners, and the Demolition of
Satan’s Kingdom, ufurped over the Children-of Men.
Now is the Time for us to fpread abroad the Savour
of Chriftian Knowledge,and to found forth the Glories

cf a Mediator’s Name gmong guilty Mortals. .Hzc
| ike
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like may be faid of all Defigns calculated for public
Benefit and the Advantage of future Generations ;
what furtherance we contribute to them, muft be
while we are here.

AcGaIN. Our Deyof Life, is both foert end uncertain.
Which is a Confideration that adds great Force to the
Motive which our Text contains, to urge upon us a
diligent A&ivity in the Ways and Works ot God.

Tue Time appointed to Man on Earth, our work-
ing Day to lay up in Store for Eternity, is not long.
The Days of our Years are three/core Xears and Ten 5 and
if by Reafon of Strength, or the Favour ot a good Con-
fticution, they be forefccre 2ears, yet is their Sirength
Labour and Sorrcw ; for it is foon cut off, cnd ive fly
away*. What an Inch or two ol Time, doth the
longeft Life appear, when viewed with that Eternity
that is before us! Should we be {pared, we thould
quickly arrive at the furtheft E.xtreme of human Life,
and find, like gocd old Faceb, that few end cvil had
been our Days €. A Senie of this thocld awaken us
to improve the flying Moments upon which an Jter-
nity haugs. Days, Months anc Years are paffiag faft
away, and we have but a little Time for a great deal
of Work which is ot inexpreffible Weight. I he holy
Pfalmift was very fenfible how much his religious In-
tereft would be promoted, by an affecting Knowledge
of the thort Date of his bodily Life ; therefore prays,
Lord, make me toknow my End, cnd the Meafure of my
Days, what it is, that 1 miay know bow frail 1 am.  Be-
hold, thou baft smade my Days as an Hand- Breadth, and
mine Age as nothing before thee 3 verily, every Man at bis
beft Eftate, is altogether Vanity+. Our Lives are but
as a Vapour or Shadow, and as the Grais and fading
Flowers of the Field, we quickly decay, and perith
from of the Earth. This demands Speedinefs and Dif-
. patch 3
* Plalm xc. 10. Gen. xIvii. 9. + Pfalm xxxiX. 4, 4.
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patch; we have no Time for Delays ; but have Need
to gird up the Loins of our Minds, tor the Shadows of a
long Night will foon fpread themfclves over us. Chriit
fiitl: 1o the Text, the Night cometh, Deathi is approach-
ing, and wy! quickly overtake us; and what may
ferve tor a vet greater Incicement to Kngagednefs in
the Concerns of God, and our Souls, is, that we have
no Certainty of Lite, not for a Day or an Hour ; for
ought we Fnow to the Contrary, our Ssu’s may be tbis
Niror required ¢f us. A folemn Thought ! which, if
duly ponder:d, muit {urely awaken to the greatelt So-
licitude, that we may be found always ready. We
know net what will be on the Merrow T, or what a Day
may bring fortht. We have Reafon to work with all
Diligence, feeing our Time for it, is both fhort and
uncertain. Our Days may be extinct before we have
gained the Meridian of Life ; and our whole Seafon
for laying up Treafure in Heaven, and doing Good in
the World, may terminate within a few Days or
Hours. Surely then it muft be a Matter of infinite
Moment, that we apply ourfelves with Ardor of
Spirit to the grand Bufinefs for which we had our Ex-
iftence. Once more,

IT may be confidered, that Death will entirely finifh
our Seafon for working, The Night cometh, in which no
Man can work. When Man lyeth down in theDuft of
Death, he rifeth nct till the Heavens be nomore®. There

will be no returning from the Grave, to make up paft

Deficiences. Nothing of that Work which belongs
to this Life, can be efe&ted after Death hath clofed
our Eyes in Darknefs, and broke the Connecion be-
twixt Soul and Body. This furnifhed the two royal
Suppliants, David and Hezekiab, with the Pleas they
made ufe, that God would prolong their Lives. In
Death there is no Remembrance of thee| 3 in the Grave,

whe
TFamesiv.14. + Prov.xx.vii.1. * Job xiv.12.|Pfivi.5.
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who fhall give thee Thanks 2---The Grave cannot. praoife
thee, Death cannot celebrate thee s they that go down into
the Pit, cannot bope for thy Truth 5 the Living, the Li-
wing, be fhall praife thee, as I do this Day 5 the Fatber
20 the Children fball make known thy Truth || Death will
put us beyond a Capacity of making known the Praifes
of God to our Fellow-Men, and of doing any Thing
for the Service of our Generation. Lite is the Time
for the Work we have to do, and the only Time in
which it can be done ; for the Moment our Breath go-
eth forth, all our Thoughts perifh. There is no Work,
nor Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wifdom, in the Grave,
whether we gol; which is the Argument by which the
wife Preacher enforces the Neceflity of active Dili-
gence, and refolute Engagednefs in every incumbent
Duty, or that we thould do with our Might whatfoever
our Hands find to do.

Havive thus difcuffed the Obfervations made on
the Text, it remains thatI direct you to fome proper
Improvement of this important Subject.

1t ReFLECcTION. We ought ferioufly so confider on
what Defign we were fent into the World, The Subject
treated of, fuggetts the Neceflity, that we fearch dili-
- gently into the End of our Being, and come to right
Conclufions about the great Work to which we are
to apply ourfelves on Earth. The elaborate Difqui-
fitions of fome Men,into Points of curious Speculation,
or the lefs ufeful Branches of refined and abftrufe Sci-
ence, would be infinitely better employed in fixing
the main Bafinefs of Life, in what Way they might
beft pleafe, and moft honour God, do greateft Good
1n the World, and with moft Certainty affure to them-
fclves an happy Immortality. A Man who, as to the
Intention of his Being, and the chief Pointof Duty,
i5 ever more to feek, can but blunder on in the Dark,

and
W Jfaiab xxxviii. 18, 19, L Ecclef. ix, 10,
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and there is morc than a Thoufand Chances to one,
that he will ftumble to his own wounding, if not fall
irrecoverably down a fatal Precipice.----What was I
fent into the World for ¢ What Work have I here to
do? What Setvice doth the gloricus Being who made
me, require at my Hands ? Are Queftions every one
ought with utmoft Serioufnefs, to put to himfelf, with
a proportionable Concern to obtain a right Refolution
of them, for an Eternity lies at Stake. Happy would
it be for fome Men, had their ftudious Pains centered
here, who have made induftrious Refearches into Mat-
ters, comparatively but of trifling Moment, while
they have over-looked, and quite neglected, the ome
T bing needful.

od REFLECTION. This Subjest and Difcourfe, ad-
minifters Reproof to all who are flothful in the Concerns of
God, and their Souls. It is well indeed, if the Coniciences
of usall have not Matter of juft Charge againtt us,
for taulty Supinenefs, if not a Degree of criminal Ne-
gligence, in the Things of Religion. The great Author
of our holy Perfuafion, made a Bufinefs of the Work
for which he was fent ; he wrought diligently to fulfill
all Righteoufuefs, and accomplifh every Part of his
Fa''er’s Service. Now, tho’ this be what the Imper-
feCtions of our fallen Nature forbid us to expect ; yet
it is what every fincere Chriftian, from the Influence
and natural Tendency of that Grace which is wrought
in him, will ardently afpire after. For there is no
real Saint but aims at Perfection, and ufes unfeigned
Endeavours to attain it. But have we not all Caufe
to be afhamed, that our Afpirations have been fo lan-
guid, and our Endeavours no more engaged.  Chrift
was ready to forego his neceffary Food, and Hours of
Reft, to be about his Father’s Work, and could fay,

The Zeal of thine Houfe bath eatenmeup I But, ]how
C ittis
1 Fobn ii. 17,
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Jittle Fervour have we had in the Paths of Godlinefs?
How much have we left undone, that we might have
doue for the Honour of God, the Service of Mankind,
ard the Benefit of our own Souls ? And how much of
what inme of us have done, has failed of its Efficacy
and Ufetuinefe, thro’ 2 Want of fuitable Affe¢tion and
Farneftnefs ? “Ve have proved like a deceitful Beco,
that doth not carry its Arrow to the intended Mark.
How greatly fhort have we fell of that ardent Appli-
cation, which is proportioned to the Weight of eternal
Things ? Here doubtlefs we mutft all yicld to the Chal-
lenges of Conicience, and with Hands upon ourHearts
contefs guilty betore God.

SucH in an efpecisl Manner, have a folemn Admo-
nition from this Subject, who have not begun at all
in Earneft, to run in the Ways of God’s Ccmmands
and arc crying a little more Sleep, a little more Slum-
ber, and Folding the Hands to Sleep. Thefe feem
as if they would defeat the Defign of their Being, and
never realize what a tremendous Repremand they
will meet with at the Bar of Judgment, for having
totally forgot the End of their Exiftence. Awake!
Awake! ye fluggith Souls! It is high Time to fhake
off your Slumbers, and engage in the Work of God,
for your Day-Light ot Life waftes away, and the
dark Night of Death will foon call you to a long Houze.

3d RerLecTion. 'WE have bence fuggefted tous the
great Importance of living in the near Vicws of approach-
112 Deatls.  Putting the evil Day far ewey, has proved
the utter Ruin of Multitudes ; for while they have
cried Peace and Safety, judden Deflruiiion Fas come upes
ticm, end they bove found no Way of Eficpe. §. Could
the "Thoughticfs be brought to realize the Uncertainty
of Life, and Ncarnefs of Death, it would quickly a-
larm his Fears to fuch a Degree, that he would be

ready
S Theff. v. 3.°,
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ready with inceflant Importunity, to fcale the Walls .
of Heaven, and prefs into the Kingdom with facred
Violence. -

Every Chriftian would be more like to imitate the
Example of our Saviour’s diligent and arduous Ap-
plication to the Things of God, by maintaining a
continued Senfe thatDeath was near at Hard. 1 re-
mwember Mr. Baxtcr, a Man, as memorable for his
great Wifdem, eminent Piety, and aburdant Labcurs,
as moft who have lived in thefe latter A nes, fome
where in his Writings, ¢¢ bleficth God, who, for a
“ Number of Ycars had enabled him to preach like a
“ dying Man, to a dying People.”---Had Minifters
in general a more affecting Imprefiion of their own
exceeding Frailty, it could rot fail of ¢xciting them
to greater Afliduity, and Thankfulnefs, in ali the Du-
tics of their facred Office. The Caufe of Chrift, and
‘he Salvation of Souls, would be :nore effeétually pro-
toted by fuch ftrenuous Fndeavours. That Air of
eal Sincerity, deep Concern, and undiffembled So-
lemnity, which would naturally appearin a Preacher,
not only conicious that he muft die, but fully perfua-
ded that his Diffolution was near at Hand, would udd
Weight and Energy to all he delivered.  Suchan Ap-
prclionfion and View, would infpire h'm with greater
Solicitude and Zeal, when his Addrcfies would of
Courfe become more practical and pungent, and fo
the better adapted to prick the Heart, ard penctrate
the Confcicnces of a fecure People.

4. WE may take Occafion bence torefled, with what
differcut Kefentment the Death of an aliive, friitful Chrif-
tian, is to be viewed by Survivors, from that of the flothful
Servant, and barren Profcffor. He, who has had a
Name to live, while he has been in Reality decd, to all
the Purpofes of a Chriflian Life, which by neceffary
Impl.ication, is a ufeful One, cannot be juitly lamented

. C2 at
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at Death, on Account of any Lofs which the Church,
or the religious Interefts of Mankind, will {uftain by
bis being taken out of the World. A Forin of Godline/s
where there is nothing of the Power of it, or of the
true genuine Spirit of Chriftianity appearing in the
Temper and Life, as it will be fo far from infuring
Peace and Happinefs to thofe who put it on, that it
will, on the Contrary, but enhance their future Con-
demnation; fo likewife the Wantof Perfons of fuch a
ufelefs and contradictory Character, cannot be regretted
in any religious View. When he who has been as a
dead dry Tree, is cut down, it is only the Removal
of that which cumbered the Ground. The Vine lofeth
nothing by having its fruitlefs Branches pruned off.
True it is, fuch Deaths have a moft dreadtul and
thocking Appearance, as to themfelves ; their mourn-
ing Friends, and all compaffionate Perfons, who are
firmly perfuaded of the folemn Realities of a future
State, will alfo be filled with painful Apprehenfions
about their final Lot. But when one falls by the Stroke
of Death, who has patterned after his divine Matter,
in a Life acively fpent in the Work of God, and in
the Ways of Ufefulnefs to Mankind, Survivors are
loudly called to refent the Blow,and grieve unfeignedly
at the Lofs fuftained by themielves, but not by the
deceafed, who is dleffed with thofe that die in the Lord,
reft from their Labours, and have their Werks wrought
out here, follow them, in order to a glorious Recom-
pence of Reward, thro’ the rich Bounty of God and
Virtue of the Redeemer’s Merits. This brings me
to that mournful Occafion, which hath led my
Thoughts to the prefent Subject ; an Occafion, as
lamentable, I believe, as ever fell under the Obferva-
tion of any among us. ‘This Affembly muft be too
fenfible of its own, and the Publick’s Lofs, not to
know that the Death of Prefident Burr is the melan-

cholly
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cholly Providence to which Irefer. ‘The Removal of
One, who hath for a Number of Years, been our Ad-
mirztion, for hisexcellent Words, and many worthy
Deeds, loudly demands our Sorrow. If when God
thus fmiics, we will not grieve, or when he has wafted
away by Death, fuch a rich and diftinguifhed Blefling,
fhould refufe to fcel and reccive the Correfiion of his
Hand, it will argue extreme Stupidity, and be a fla-
grant Proof againft us, That we have hardned our
Faces like a Rock.

I am very fenfible, that I am utterly unqualified to
give a finithed Character of this learned and pious Man,
or do entire Juftice to that Merit which is fo highly
celebrated by every Tongue. This requires a Genius
and Abilities liker his own. His Picture, I fear, will
fuffer fo much by the rough Touches of my unfkilful
Hand, that the Features will appear disfigured which
I fhall attempt to delineate.

ALL who knew, muft acknowledge, That in the
prefent Cafe, uncommon Gifts, fuperior Accomplith-
ments, high Attainments in Grace, and a wide-{pread-
ing Ufefulnefs, not only render an Apology for fuch
a Defign, needlefs ; but, in Juftice, call for an Offer-
ing of Gratitude and Praife, to the great Fountain of
all thefe ; and at the fame Time, a proper Tribute of
Refpeét to the Memory of him whom his Lord thus
delighted both to honour and improve,

‘THE God of Nature faw fit to endow the late Pre-
fident Burr, with great Powers of Mind, a large in-
telle€tual Capacity, an Apprehenfion furprizingly
quick, and a Genius truly penetrating. With won-
derful Eafe and Celerity, he made himfelf Mafter of
Subjeéts, which would coft others much Labour and
Pains, A lively Invention, joined to an excellent

Underftanding, tenacious Memory mecting with 3
€00
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good Judgment, laid the Foundation for great Ac-
quiremeats. :

Fros his Childhood, he had a ftrong Inclination
to Learning, which was happily indulged.  While at
Y ale-College, he made (wift Advances in accadem.ical
Literature ; was a laudable Proficient in the liberal
Sciences, and excelled in the learned Languages, as
is acknowledged by thofe who were his Contempora-
ries. - He ever thirfted for Knowledge ; read th. beit
Authors, and applied Limfelt to Study, which, in
Corjundtion with that extraordinary Quickneis of
Parts which peculiarly diftinguithed his natural Cha-
ralter, were the Means of his treafuring up a great
Stock of uieful Knowledge, torh human and divine,
It would lay me under an Immputatien of Vanity, fhould
T prefume to eftimate his literary Accomplithments 5
but may hope to be (xculed, it 1{peak no mere than
is granted on all Hargs, vz, Thar he was well-ftudied
in all the moft ufeful Bianches of l.carning, and has
a juft Claim to have his Name handcd down to future
Times, as a great Mar, crd an excellent univerfal
Scholar, by whofe Dcath a very corfiderable Lots is
fuftained by the Republick ot Letters in thisCountry,

DiviniTy was the Study to which his Mind was
early bent, and in this was his greateft Delight, atcer
that remaricabie /&ra of his Lite, which Ihall intro-
Guce here.  ‘The Year after he teok his firft Degree,
he fpent in the Celiege, and fuppofed that he then met
with a faving Change of Heart, and became not only
almoft, but altogether a Chriftian. ‘The Relation of
this important Event, I have extradted out ot his pri-
vate Papers, and fhall give you in his own Words,
as follows:

“ Tris Year God faw fit to open my Eyes, ard
“ thew me what a miferable Creature T was.  Till
“ then I had fpent my Life in a Drean 3 and as to the

‘¢ great
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¢ oreat Defign of my Being, had lived in vain. Tho’
“ belore T had been under trequent Conviéiions, and
¢ was drove to a Form of Religion, yet I knew ro-
¢ thing as I ought to know. But then I was brought
“to thc I uotihml of fovereign Grace, faw m"i Jf
¢« polluted by IMature, and Pradtice ; had aﬂéung
““ Views of the divire Wrath |1 dtfcrvcd; was made
¢ to deipair ot Lielp in mylelf, and aloft concluded,
“ that mv Day of Grace was paft. Thefe Conviétions
“ heid for fome Months, greater at fome Seafons than
““ at others; but I never revealed them to any, which
““1 bave much lemented fince. It pleafed God, art
‘“ lengtin, to reveal his Son to me in the Golpel, an
“ All-fufcient and willing Saviour, and I nope incli-
“ ned me to receive him on the Terms of the Goipel.
“I received fome Confolation, and found a great
* Change in myiclf. Before thls, 1 was ﬁronrrlv
o .,tmched to the Armenian Scheme, but then was
“ made to fee thofe Things in a different Light,
¢ and ieemmﬂly felt the Truth of the Calvinian
“ Doctrines.” Upon this new turn of Mind,
wherein he feems to have become a Veffel of Go!d,
made untoc Honour, fanilificd and meet for the Niafter's
Ufe, ani prepared unto every good Wark. + He found
in himfelf an uncommon Inclination to the Go/fpel
Miniftry, and not long after became a licenfed Candi-
date. Happily for thefe Churches divine Providence
inclined him to make a Vifit into thefe Parts ; when
the ’eople of New-ark quickly caft their Eyes upon
fo promifing aPlant, which fince hath proved of great
Reiown thro’ the Land. It was then a Day of Temp-
tation and Darknefs in that Church, but his Com-
ing foon difperfed the Cloud which hung over them,
and they in a thort Time gave him a unanimous Call
to the paftoral Ofice. W Vithin a few Years afte. his
Settlemznt

+ 2 im. ii. 20, 21,
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Settlement in that Congregation, God was pleafed
greatly to fmile upon his Labours. Numbers, but
chiefly of the younger Sort, came to him with that
grand Enquiry, What fball we do to be faved ?  And
in 2 Judgment of Charity, he had not a few given him
as the Seals of his Miniftry, who with others, whom
he hath fince been the happy Inftrument of winning
to Chrift, will be the Crown of his Rejoicing in the
Day of our Lord’s appearing, when he will doubtlefs
Sbine as the Brightnefs of the Firmament, and as the
Stars for ever and ever. T He was a watchful Shepherd
over his Flock, and like a Paftor atter God’s own
Heart, fed them carcfully-with Knowledge and Under-
Standing. He by no Means, neglefied the Gifts that
were in him, but meditated upon the Things ot his Mi-
niftry, being much given up to them, and his Profiz-
ing appeared very cvident to all. The People whom
he ferved were not infenfible of his great Worth, and
in general regretted his occafional Abfence, tho’ the
Pulpit was not meanly fupplied by another. They
thought themielves fo well entertained by their ftated
Steward of the Myfieries of God, that they could fcarce
have a tolerable Relith for any Change of {piritual
Fare. There was the moft entire Harmony betwixt
him, and his People ; he difcovered on all Occafions,
an affectionate Regard to them ; and they in Return,
were fondly attached both to his Perfon and Miniftry.
ITmay not be improper here to take a more diftinct
View of his Charatter as a Dsvine, and his Qualifica-
tions as a Preacher. He was certainly an Adept in
Divinity, a Scribe, well infirusied unto the Kingdom of
Heaven, who, out of bis plentiful Treafure, could bring
Jorth Things new and old*. In the Scriptures of Truth
he was thoroughly verfed ; read them by Turns, with
the Eye of a Critic, to fearch out their Senfe, and in a
devotional
I Dan. xii. 3. * Mat. xiii. 52.
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devotional Way, to obtain their falutary Influence on
his own Heart. The Oracles of God were the Stan-
dard of his Divinity, his ultimate Confeffion of Faith,
the Meafure of his Praétice, and the Men of his Counfel
in all the Parts of his Miniftry. He was greatly a
Mafter of fyflemical, cafuiftical, and prafiical Divinity ;
underftood polemical, but cared not much to wield the
Sword of religious Controverfy. His Inclination led
him to a Field which wore a milder Face, and where
there is lefs Danger of hurting that Faith which is our
own, and lofing a good Confcience ourfelves, while
we are attempting to reclify the Faith, and mend the
Confciences of others.

In the Pulpit he verily thone like a Star of the firft
Magnitude, and appeared g wife Mafier Builder in the
. Houfe of God. He dweltupon Things of the higheft
Moment, and cautioufly built, not with #eod, Hay,
and Stubble, but with Gold, Silver, and precious Stomes.
His publick Difcourfes were calculated to convey
Light to the Mind, Warmth to the Affections, and
Health to the Heart. His Subjeéts being well chofen,
were handled with Judgment and Solidity ; for he had
to an eminent Degree, a mafterly Skill in dfviding the
Werd of Truth, and gave with Wifdom and Faijthful-
nefs, @ Portion to each in their Seafon. |

WHEN Leifure would permit, his Sermons were
ufually pen’d at large ; yet, if Duty call’d, and he
was not otherwife provided, he would chearfully enter
the Pulpit without his Notes. And, indeed, fo very
extraordinary was his Talent at extemporary Preach~ °
ing, that the moft competent Judges approved his
Condué&, and heard him with Pleafure and Profit.
A rich Fund of divine Knowledge, Command of his -
Thoughts, furpaffing Quicknefs of Invention, and re-
markable Readinefs of Expreffion, together wilt_llx an

= carg
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Heart commonly warm in the Caufe of God, and ens
gaged by Defires of doing Good to the Souls of Men,
rendered him truly a Malter-Piece in Performances of
this Kind.

ke never afcended the Defk, but thofe who knew
him, had raifed Expectations, which were rarely, if
ever, difappointed, and often exceeded. His Gefture
in the Pulpit was eafy and natural, and there was an
Air of mild Gravity, and genuine Benignity, in his
Afpedt, that tended greatly to engage the tavourable
Regard of his Hearers. He was blefled with an eafy
Door of Utterance, and his Delivery was graceful and
harmonius ; like Ezckiel the Prophet, he was unto his
Auditors, as a very lovely Song, of one that bad a plecfant
Voice, and cot’d play well on an inflrument *. His Dic-
tion was expreflive, and his Stile neat and flowing ; his
Language was well {fuited to the Bufinefs of a Chriftian
Orator : When he thought proper, and Occafion re-
quired, it was either plain or polithed ; for he could
fpeak freely with fuch Simplicity as a Child might
underftand, or with Elegance that would pleafe the
politeft Ear.

In the Gift of Prager, he much excelled ; for ¢
Spirit of Prayer and Supplication, feemed always to reft
upon him ; and there appeared fuch Marks of un-
feigned Sincerity, fuitable Affettion and Fervency,
added to a rich Variety and exaét Pertinency of Ex-
preflion, on all Occafions, in his Performance of this
Duty; that few, it any, were more fit to lead in pub- .
lic Aéts of Devotion, or be the Mouth of others to
God. It may alfo be obferved here, that in all the
Exercifes of Religion, both in Public, and the Family,
he carefully avoided a tirefome Prolixity, and was ra-
ther fhort and animated. I

* Ezek, xxxiii 3z.
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Ir we now turn and furvey the Figure which this
worthy Man made in another great Employment ;.1
mean as Prefidens of this School of the Prophets, we
fhall find no lefs Caufe to admire his Charaéter, revere
his Memory, and lament bis Death.

WHEN he entered upon this Station, tho’ he had
then a large Stock of Learning of the {-holaftic Kind,
having been before for a Number of Years, a conftant
Inftructor of Youth in the learned Languages and li-
beral Arts ; neverthelefs he applied himfelf more clofe-
ly to thofe Branches of Literature which he judged a
Man ought to be accurately acquainted with, in order
to difcharge the Truft faithfully, or appear with Re-
putation, and a requifite Dignity as a Head Teacher
in fuch a publick School. IHe alfo viewed it, not as a
Pott of Eafe, but of weighty Bufinefs, and accordingly
filled it with Application and unwearied Induftry,
much to the Benefjt of the Students, Satisfaction of the
Truftees, Credit of the College, and his own Honour.

THE abypndant Store of uifeful Knowledge, with
~ which he had been carefully enriching himfelf from his
Youth up, and to which he was continually making
Jarge Additions, was here improved to the moft valu-
able Purpofe. His Mind was well replenifhed with
Ideas ; and thefe he had an inimitable Faculty of com-
municating with Clearnefs and Eafe. His Apirefs t0
teach, was almoft without Parralel, and peculiarly
qualified him for this Bufinefs. e had in all Refpeéts
a fingular Turn for Inftrution ; it was what he much
delighted in, and attended upon, asa very important
Part of his Duty. He laboured exceedingly, that the
Youth committed to his Tuition and Care, might be
fcat abroad with fuch a Foundation of Knowledge, as
might be honorary to the Place of their Education,
and fit them for future Service in Church or State ; and

it was a real Grief to him, when thefe his painful En-
| deavours
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deavours failed of their defired Succefs, which it can
hardly be fuppofed, but they too often did.

As the Piety of Prefident Burr was as confpicu-
ous as his Erudition ; his Love of Chrift, and the
Souls of Men, as much a Reality, as his Love ot Let-
ters ; he took indefatigable Pains to cultivate the
Hearts of his Pupils, as well as their Heads ; and e-
qually concerned himfelf to difmifs them at once good
Chriftians and good Scholars. ' They who have had
the Happinefs of being educated under his Infpettion,
can bear Witnefs with what Zeal, Solicitude, and pa-
rental Affection, he has often prefled upon them the
Care of their Souls, and in the moft moving Manner,
even with melting Tendernefs, urged the Importance
of their becoming the true Difciples of a holy Jetus.
A gracious God was mercifully pleafed, as we truft,
to grant Succefs in fome Inftances, to thefe pious At-
tempts, for he had good Hope concerning a Number
that they were really initiated into the School of Chrift.
The Winter Seafon of the laft Year of his Life, was
his moft joyful Harveft, when a very remarkable di-
vine Influence appeared among the Students in this
Houfe ; the good Impreflions that were then made,
we have Grounds to believe, Glory to divine Grace,
are yet abiding with many. May their holy watchtul
‘Walk, and fruitful Lives, bear long Teftimony to
the World, tbat God was then bere of a Truth.

In Matters of Government in the College, he difcove-
red great Wifdom and Segacity. In Judgment and
natural Temper, he was inclined to foft and moderate
Meafures ; but where thefe failed of their defired Efh-
cacy, he gave Way to a requifite Severity. In fome
nice and delicate Inftances, where one would have
judged a Grain of Partiality almoft pardonable, and
where he had the ftrongeft Inducements to it, from
foreign Conlfiderations, he hath been known to th»;arc

18
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his conftitutional Byafs to Lenity, and go on with an
inflexible Refolution in the impartial Diftribution of
that Species of Juftice which is appropriated to fuch
Kind ot Societies. In fhort, he was determined at ail
Adventures, to fupport the Authority of the College,
and maintain Virtue and good Order among the Pu-
pils to the utmoft of his Power ; wherein all muft
acknowledge, he was greatly to be commended. And
I believe, that in no College upon the Continent, the
Morals of the Students have been more narrowly in-
fpected, carefully watched, and prudently guarded;
or Vice and mifchievous Praétices of every Kind,mcre
effeCtually fearched out, detetted, difcountenanced
and fupprefled.

As to the Manner of his prefiding at the public
Commencements, 1 imagine none who were fit Judges,
but will readily acknowledge, thatin moderating the
Difputes, and all the other Exercifes which on thole
Days belonged to his Office, he acquitted himfelf with
high Honour and deferved Applaufe.

His Self-Denial, and Difintereftednefs in Regard to
the College, juftly claims an honourable Mention. He
ever feem’d more folicitous to fecure Property for tbat,
than for himfelf. .The Stock of which the Corporation
is poflefled, is greatly owing either to Refources of
his proje&ting, or Schemes which were carried into
Execution principally by his confummate Addrefs,
ftedfaft Perfeverance, and unexampled Activiry.

TrE chief Weight of many great Affairs which
nearly concerned the very Being of this College, has
lain upon his Shoulders.  He had a Genius wonder-
fully adapted to the bufy Scenes ot Lite, and could
with Skill and amazing Difpatch, manage a Variety
of Concerns ; and with this Peculiarity, that he could
readily turn himfelf from one Kind to another, as he
was often called to do, without appearing to be thrown

out
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out of his proper Byafs. Herein Heaven mouided his
Conftitution in 2 more exquifite Manner, than is com-
mon ; and this one Advantage qualified him {00 a
Multiplicity of Affairs, and enabied him to do as
much Bufinefs, and that of different ©-irts, as would
employ two or three Men of an ordinay Make the
fame Space of Time. This Seminary, in its uniettled
and unprovided Circumftances, has been fignally be-
nefited by this extraordinary Talent of his, both in
procuring and adjufting its Funds, ereting its ftately
Edifice, and many other Ways not proper to be enu-
merated in this Place.

Tue Welfare of the College lay always very near his
Heart, and he induftrioufly confulted it in every View.
All laudable Methods to advance its Intereft, he made
ufe of, and fcem’d perpetually cafting about, for new
Expedients to help it forward from its Day of fmall
Things. He muft be allowed, under God, to have
had a principal Hand in bringing it into Exiftence,
then fixing it upon a folid Bafis, and at length rearing
it up to that refpe€table Condition, and flourifhing
State, in which we have the Satisfation to fee it now ;
forgive me the Word, flourifbing, fince his aufpicious
Influence is no more !

Upron the Whole, I am perfuaded, fcarce any Col/-
lege hath been ferved by a Prefident, more conftantly
intent upon its univerfal Welfare, more faithful and
active in the Duties of his Office, that had greater Ex-
pertnefs in the Bufinefs of Inftrution, was more be-
loved by his Pupils, or in whom they found a kinder
Friend. Therefore, while the College of New-Ferfey
has a Being, or there is left in this mafly and fpacious
Building, one Stone lying upon another, a large Tribute
of Gratitude will remain due to the Name of Prefident
Buag.

Brar
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Bear with me a lirtle longer, while T proceed to
caft a few mifcellancous Sketches upon fume different
Parts of his Charabier.  As to his Commry; if [ may
give my Opition on tuch a Subjed, he underftood its
Intereft well ; was 2 fincere Friend to it, and honeftly
confulted what would make for its Peace and Profpe-
rity, as far as came within the Province afligned him
in Life. He had much of thzat patriot Spirit which
is ornamental even to a Chriftian Minifter; but very
cautioufly intermeddled with any Matters of a politiczl
Nature, being fenfible what invidious Conftrutions
are commonly put upon the moft unexceptionable At-
tempts, which are made by Men of his Cloth, to pro-
mote the public Good, or fave a finking State.---For
a confiderable Time before his Death, he difcovered
great Anxiety about the Iffue of the prefent War,
and was much affe€ted with the dark Appearances in
the Face of our public Affairs; butof this the World
hath fufficient Notice in two or three of his printed
Difcourfes.

IN ecclefiaflical Fudicatures and Councils, his Afliftance
was defired, and his Judgment defervedly efteemed.
He was cool and difpaffionate in all Debates, and had
the Felicity in general, to have his Sentiments em-
braced, or 2t leaft his Meafures come into ; for there
feldom an Occafion prefented, but he either overcame
thofe who were of an oppofite Opinion, by the Force
of his reafoning, or won them by fuch engaging Per-
fuafions, as few were able to refift.

He was a great Friend to Liberty, both civil and
religious, and generoufly efpoufed this noble Caufe,
on every fuitable Occafion. As he abhorred Tyranny
in the State, fo he detefted Perfecution in the Church,
and all thofe Antichrifiiam Methods which have been ufed
by moft prevailing Parties, {oine how or other, toen-
flave the Confciences of their diffenting Brethren. He

was



32 Diricence 1 the Work of Gop :

was very far from indulging a Party-Spirit, and hated
Bigotry in all its odious Shapes. His Arms were open
to a good Man of any Denomination, however he
might in Principle differ, or in Prattice difagree, as
to what he himfelf in the leffer Matters of Religion,
judged to be preferable. He was no Man for Conten-
tion, and at a2 wide Remove from a wranging Difpu-
tant, thefe bitter Ingredients came not into the Com-
pofition of his amiable Charatter. His Moderation
was well known to all Men that knew any Thing of
him. A Sweetnefs of Temper, obliging Courtefy,
and Mildnefs of Behaviour, added to an engaging
Candour of Sentiment, {pread a Glory over his Repu-
tation, endeared his Perion to all his Acquaintance,
and recommended his Miniftry and whole Protefiion,
to Mankind in general, ard greatly contributed to his
extenfive Ufefulnefs.

He ftood very high in the Effeem and Affettion of
his Brethren ; and fuch as were young in the Minii-
try or preparing for that facred Work, ever found
him a condefcending Friend. He nourithed them
under his Wings, forwarded them in their important
Undertaking, and took a peculiar Complacency in a
Profpet of their being ufetul in their Day. He was
particularly applied t for a Supply of Candidates, by
Churches at a great Diftance, and like holy Paul, zke
Care of the Churches came daily upon bim.+

HeE had a large Correipondence by Letters abroad,
and was perfonally known to many Gentlemen of
principal Note and Influence both in Church and
State, throughout thefe Provinces ; which he impro-
ved to fundry valuable Ends, and particularly very
much to the Advantage of the College. However to
dicharge the numerous Obligations he lay under from
this Quarter, laid fuch a heavy Tax upon his Time

B . | that
T 2 Cor. xi. 28,
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that he fometimes regretted. For few were more fen-
fible of the Precioufnefs of Time, or careful toredeem
it for the beft Purpofes ; and indced it is to be feared
that his Health was much injured by his redeeming
fo much of it as he often did from the proper Hours
of Reft; yet it may be remarked, that the Intercourfe
he kept up with his Acquaintance ard Correfpon-
dents, obliged him to f{a-rifice lefs Time to maintain
it, than woulc have been expended by moft other
Men. For his frequent Vifits, and long Journies,
were performed with his wonted Expedition. And,
as tb his Letrers, they, and indeed every kind of
Compofition he took in Hand, were difpatched with
a marvelous Quicknefs, owing to the Swiftnefs of his
Pen, in Conneltion with his fcarce ever being at a
Lofs either for Matter or Expreffion.

THE focial Virtues which adorned his Life, do like-
wifc demand a Mark of Diftintion ; and here, I be-
lieve, all prefent, who had Gpportunity to know, will
do him the Juftice to fay, that §¢. Paul’s Requifites for
a Scripture Bifhop, were in Reality found in him, viz.
That be was Blamelefs as the Steward of God, not Self-
willed, not foom angry, not given to Wine, no Striker, not
given to filthy Lucre ; but @ Lover of Hofpitality, a Lover
of goad Men, fober, juft, boly, temperatet. His Tempe-
yance feemed to border upon a Kind ot continued Ab-
ftinence ; yet no Man more /iberal in the Entertain-
ment of others, or who received his Guefts with a more
graceful and cordial Welcome ; for he was truly by
Way of Eminence, a Lover of Hofpitality. '

Many likewife found him a bountiful Benefatior, as
his Subftance from his firft fetting out in the World,
would better admit of fuch Aéts of Generofity, than
moft of his Brethren’s. He very freely caff bis Bread
apon the Waters, refrefhed the Bowels of the Poor, and

E
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caufed the Widiw's Heart to ﬁnv for fo‘y. And as he
thus bonoured the Lord with Fis S[?uj}anpe, fo it may be
faid, that the Secret of the Ierd was upon him, and
gave him (all Things confidered) a large Increafe.

In Converfation, he was free, open aud inftrudtive,
and feem’d to ke pesteétly Malter of the Artof, plea-
fing in Company. At proper Seafons, he would in-
dulaﬂ a littie to Hlumour,and render himfelf innocently
ficet ‘tious, but was fcarce ever known to aim ata Turn
of Wit. He was uncommonly ealy of Accefs, and
had a Soul formed tor the pleal'ura,Fle Entertainments
of virtuous Friendfbip, that whole omt:.c:heamnor Cor-
dial, in this otherwife gloomy World. And 'none
whom I have ever had the Happ:nefs to know, were
loved by more in Life, or mourned by more atDeath,
in the'Chara&er of a Friend. His Difpofition was to
an eminent Degree benevolent, and he generoufly
ftrove to diffufe Happinefs to all around him.----He
was both an humane and Chriftian Mafler, to the
Servants of his Houfe.---In that moft intimate Rela-
tion of an Hufband, his Carriage was obliging and af-
fectionate, with the Dignity of a Gentleman ; for he
appeared to behave with a manly Tendernefs, as far
removed from a negligent Coldnefs or cynical Indiffe-
rence, as from the difguftful Indecorums of its con-
trary Extreme.--—-As a Parent, alas, the invaluable
;’Vnrth of fuch a Father, his infant Orphans will never

now !

AFTER he berran to be confined by his laft Illnefs,
he quickly concluded kis Werk was done, and that the
Time was come when be muft die ! He congratulated the
Hour, and went forth to meet the King of Terrors with
calm Reflignation to the Will of God ; yca, with a
joyful Profpc& of that blefled World, where he fhould
joon begin to fing the Praifes of Ged and the Lasib.
"Some Days before his Death, the fatal Difeafe had ra-
vaged

L3

-



Activity during Yare, ‘Fs

vaged the noble Seat of Intelligence, and defpoiled
Reafon of its Throne, fothat here I am prevented.--«
f A fovereign God has done as feemed Good to himfelf,
and we ought to adore his righteous Hand ! |
. WaaT we are now efpecially called to, is not only
to mourn, faying, Lever and Iriend hath Ged put for
' Jrom me, and mine Acquaintance into Darknefst ! but
chiefly to be aaxious that we rightly confider this awtul
Work of God, duly regard and improve this alarming
Operation of his Hand. ‘The fetting of this bright
Star has happened in a moft critical Seafon, both aste
Church and State. . A Life greatly needed in many
1mportant Refpeéts, is cut fhort.  His Sun has gore
down at Noon, when it is as dark aDay as ever pafled
» over this Land ;---God grant it be not a fad Prefage
P of much greater Darknefs yet to come !----Gad has
plucked up a main Stake in our Hedge, and made a
) wide Breach in our Wall. O let the Inhabitants of
+ this Country ferioully lay it to Heart, confidering that
the Rigltecus is taken away, from the Evil to come ®.
»  THE Praifes of this great and good Man, bave beon
in all thefe Churchkes y and it is unto them an humbling
| Stroke, when {uch a confpicuous Luminary is putout,
efpecially as it might, according to a common Courle
of Nature, have yet fhone for many Years to come.
‘Tue Miniftry in general, and we in particular, my.
Iatkers and Bretbren, who had fo much Opportunity to
know his Worth and fhare his Uletulnefs, are awtully
rebuked by his Removal.  He was indecd our beloved
Brother in Chrift 5 a faithful Minifier, and feilowy Ser-
vant in the Lord, our fellow Worker unto the Kingdom
of God, which bath becn a Comforter unto-us, and a
Helper of our Fov§.. We juftly accounted him the
Beauty of cur Ifiazl, our Glory and Strength, apd
may now adopt the Language of the wailing Prophet,
and
T Plalm Ixxxviii, 1S, * Huiah lvii. 1. §Cell 1v. 7, 11,
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and fay, Mow is the Gold become dim ? How is the moft
Jine Gold changed ? The Foy of our Heart is ceafed, our
Dance is turned into Mourning, the Crown is fallen from
our Head : Woe unto us that we bave finned ; for this
our Heart is faint and our Eyes are dim§. A&ivity in
the Service of his divine Lord, and in the Ways of
doing good in the World, was eminently his Charac-
ter.  As he excelled in Gifts, and was richly adorned
with the Graces of Chriftianity, fo he bear much
Fruit to God, and diftinguifhed himfelf in being pro-
fitablé t6 Men. His zealous Labours have been
grey Hairs, and his Ufefulnefs more than Length of
Days. Wherefore as a Period is now put to his Services,
let us double our Diligence in the #%ork of God, fols
Jowing ki, even as ke followed the Example of Chrift.
This will be the moft acceptable Offering to God, and
.;he beft Sacrifice we can pay to the Memory ot his
deceafed Servant.

TH1s wounding Stroke of the Hand of God, falls
moft heavy on the deréaved Family. The mournful
Widow, may affume the lamenting Strain of Feremich,
for this I weep, mine Eye, mine Eye, runneth down with
Water . Yet confider, Madam, for your Support,
that there is a great and glorious Comforter ever pre-
fent with you. Tho’ he be dead who was ke Guide of
your Zouth, ftill his God and Saviour ever lives, to

. Whofe Grace and Guardianthip you may commit your-
felf, and your Fatherlefs Offspring. And in Regard
to him whom God hath taken from you, be comfort-
ed, with a View of that ditinguithed Crown of Glory,
we have all imaginable Reafon to conclude he hath
gone to receive, as a gracious Reward for his having
diligently improved the ‘many Talents with which his
Lord had intrufted him.

AL

§ Lam. iv. 5,13, 16, 17. € Lam. i. 16. 
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AivL the Members of the College are alfe bound to
eye the Hand of God in this holy Vifitation. God
has come to the Sons of the Prophets here, and taken
their Mafter from their Head, and they may reafona-
bly lament after him, in the Words of Elifha, after
the great afcended Elijah. My Father ! my Fatber !
the Chariot of Ifrael, and the Horfemen thereof +. May
the Youth of this Society, for whom, and their Prode-~
ceflors, he has been by Day and Night a wrc&lir:g
Facob, now they are no longer to be priviledged wi
his fervent Prayers, pious Intreaties, and excellent
Inftruétions, both in Learning and Religion ; be
awakened by his Death, and the Remembrance of
what they have heard and known of him, to make the
fame Enquiry which Elifha did, when he tame to
Jordan with the Mantle of his Mafter, Where is the
Lord God of Elijabq? The Favour and gracious
Prefence of that God whom your departed Prefident
ferved with fuch Zeal and Faithfulnefs, and by whofe
Help be did good in Ifrael, both towards God and to-
wards bis Houfe}, will be infinitely preferable to all
the Advantages which he, or any Man could confer
upon you. |

Wirn what Words of Refpet and Sympathy thall
I now addrefs myfelt to the Gentlemen Trufices of the Cel-
lege : You Honoured and Reverend Sirs, are very nearly
affeted by this awful Stroke of divine Providence, as
it is a moft heavy Blow upon the great Obje¢t of that
Truft which is repofed in you. May that God, to
whofe Honour you have greaieft Caufe to fet up an
- Ebenezer, fayingpitberto bath the Lord belped us *, ftill
be your Cenfidence, .and go .on to encaurage ‘your
Flearts and firengthen your Hands .in this glorious

Undertaking,
12 Kiggs, ii, 12, §-2 Kings, ii. 3¢. F2.Chron. xxiv. 16.
¥ 1 Sam. vii, 12, Co
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Undertaking, notwithftanding the frowning Afpect
which this Difpenfation feems to wear. 'The high
Eftimate you made of the late Prefident’s Merit, and
particularly of his great Fidelity and unequaled Dili-
gence in the Difcharge of his Duty in that Sration,
has been made apparent many Ways by yourfelves,
while he lived, and fince his Death. And with Free-
dom and Confidence, I may appeal to you as the
fitteft Vouchers for the. Fruth ot what has now been
faid in his Praife. The Senfc you had of the large
Indebtments of Gratitude, the College lay und.r to his
Memory, and the diftinguithed Honours which were
due to his Name for his extraordinary Services, you
have :aken the moft effetual Care to perpetuate the
Remembrance of, to lateft Pofterity. When bis Suc-
ceflors in future Times, fhall follow the Example of
his Difintereftednefs and afliduous Diligence, and in
other Refpe&ts, render their Merit as illuftrious in
Favour ot the College ; then alfo may your’s in a like
Cafe, reduce to a Precedent what you have done to-
ward him ; otherwife itis-to be hoped they never will,

To cenclude, let all prefent be exhorted ta improve
this heavy Rebuke of divine Providence, with the
preceeding Subject, as an Incitement to fpeedy and
vigorous Application to the Concerns of God and
~Religion. | |

Now it is Light, and you may Work ; foon it will
be Dark, and you cannot. Be perfuaded therefere to
hear the Advice of St. Peter, and be jound giving all
Diligence : Add to your Faith Virtue, and to Virtue
Knowledge, and to Knowledge Temperance, and to Tem-
perance Patience, and to Patience Godlinefs, and to God-
linefs Brotherly Kindnefs, and to Brotberly Kindirefs, Cha-

. o rily s
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rity s for if thefe Things be in you, aud abound, they make
Jou that you fhall neither be barren nor wifruitful in the

/

Knowledve of our Lerd FESUS CHRIST .

That we may all thus do, God of his infinite
Mercy grant.  AmEen.

W2 Peter, i. 5, 6, 7, 8
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