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The Watchman’s Anfwer, &c.
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ISATAH xxi 11, 13v
The Burden of DUMAH, He calleth to me out of
SEIR, Watchman, What of the Night ? Watch-
man, What of he Night ? e Watchman faid,

The Morning cometh,and alfo the Night : if ye - |

will enquire’; enguire, ye 5 refurn ; come.

IT may doubtlefs, at firft View, appear ftrange to

my Brethren, that I have chofen thisobfcure Paf~

fage of facred Writ for yourEntertainment ; when
it might be expe@ted, that the Dignity & Duties
the Comforts & Trials of the minifterial Office fhould

be explained,or the beft Method of fecuring good Difci- -

pline and found Doétrine inthe Church, laid open. Thefe

Subje@s,] confefs,are highly proper to be infifted on,and

thould generally be the Topics of our Difcourfe,on fuch

Occafions as thefe, But, fgme dark Apprehenfions, as

to the T #mes into which we are fallen, turned my Mind

to this Subjed : And asit will lead our Thoughts tothe"
prefent Dangers &Trials 5 to the farther Profpecis and
Hppes relating to the Church of CHRr1sT 21t will,I ima-

gine, when roperly explained and applied, be tl}o’t not

unfuitable fgr thofe,who areaffembled to confult itsWel-

fare and Profperity. ‘

" Waar I fhall attérript,' is,
. Az . 17
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t; 5The Watchmar's Anfwer to the Queftion,
‘.:I‘ éj—‘o exﬁld‘ntbe}//or d‘:aﬂd ;Iluﬂr ate thePr oplefy,
by fuch piftorioal Frvents,as feem to.point out theFulfil-
ment of it,"in"its primary View. - - - '
I1. Apply it to the State of the Church in general,
and togheT imesino robich we are fallen,in particular.
‘FHrs wfgﬁz&tfcdfp?ropb{/jgfeenis i its primary View,
to denote fome further Calamity on the Idumeans, after
the Fews fhould be delivered from the Darknefs they
wérgshenunders that while the Moraing arofe to the
one, the Night fhould be continued to the other. It is
called the Buzden,v of Dumabh, becaufe it brings fad and
darkTidings, what would prove an heavy Burden, hard
to bg'hdpm - “Dumah here, bya Contraétion not unufual
in'the facred Writings; féems evidently to be put for £-
dom 3 ind fo for theCountry Jdumea,where the Edomites
dwelt,, This appears plain, by Seir’s being mentioned
as the Place from whepce -;hc% oice came,which was that

mountainous Part of Jdumea,that lay next to theLand of

Canaan. The:Septuagint therefore well tranflate it,
T0! Horamatees JTdumais, i.e. the Vifion of Idumea. In
this. prophetic Scene, there is one from that Country in-
troduced, a$ addrefling the Prophet in great Earneftnefs,
about the ‘State of the’ Night,or that State of AfHiGtion
and :Qppreflion,which both the Fews and Idumeans were
untet.' . He calletfs(or there is one that callcth,or cricth)
4 me, out of Seir., TheWord muft be taken collectively,
not denoting:a particular Perfon, q.d. there is a Cry, or
the Voice of thofe that ¢ry from that Country ; this ap-
pears from theAn{wer of theProphet, If ye will enquire,
dxc. "Tis obferved that the original Word Karab, has an
Emphafis in it,& denotes theCry of Men inAnguith and
Diftrefs,impatiently waiting to {ee the End of theirCala-
mity,and the Davon of theMorning of their Deliverance,
"Fhis fhews a Beauty in the feenical Reprefentation; as

the Prophet is on the Watch-Tower among the Fews,at -
a greatDiftance from Mount Seir, the Yoice mufl beloud,”
frrorder to be heard, Thcqgeﬁipp follows, ¢ leV atchman,

‘ | ‘ " S What



What of the Night, &¢. . 5

“ Jhat of the Night,or from,or concerning theNéght 2
The Conje&ure of Cocceius,and fome other fearnedCom-
mentators,that the Poice is direGted to GOD theFather,
under the Charater of @ /#at¢hman,becaufe he isflited
the Keeper of Ifrael ; or to the Son,who is reprefented
asthe Sbefgard of bis People; 1 think groundlefs.” It is
not fuppofable, that the Jdumeans had any fuch diftin&
Notion of the Father or the Son, as to addrefs one or the
other by this T'itle.—"To apply it to the Prophet himyelf,
feems much more natural ; theProphets bemgwellknown
by theChara&er of ## atchmen,as pointing out the Defign
and Duties of theitOfficc: And thus theyare frequent-
ly ftiled in facred #¥rit, * I bave fet W atchmen on thy
Walls, O Jerufalem, «“ T have made thee,faysGOD to
Ezekiel, a Watchman to the Houfe of 1ftael.¥ + - The -
Charadler is taken from thofe that are fet to ghard a
City,or on a W atch-Tower to delery approactiingDan.
ger,and give the Signal : And th y ocught tobe Men of -
Courage, that will not be frighted atthe Shakingof a
Leaf'; faitbful,whowill not betraytheir Truft ; vigilant,
that will not fuffer the Enemy to come by Surprizewhile -
they are afleep ; quick fighted, to {py the Danger.; con- -
flant and unweariedin theirAttendance on theDuties of
their Station; and being continually awake, it might be
expedted could readily give the Hour of the Vight, *Tis
eafy to fee how applicable this is;not only totheProphets,
but to all the Minifters of the Gofpel, who ate fetas -
W atchmen, on the?¥alls of GOD’s Ferufalem'; whofe
Duty and Bufinefs it is;to watch over the Heritage of the -
Lord ; to give feafonable, plain & faithful Warning to
Saints & Sinners. . The various remarkable Difpenfat:-
ons of GOD to his Church, -were revealed to the Pro-
phets ; they foretold the defblating Fudgments that were
bro’t not only on the Fews,but the neighbouring Nati-
ens ; knew fomething of the Time,Manner & Duration
of the dart Night they had to pafs thro’ ; and fomight
‘ : : : properly
* Ifi, Ixii, 6. =+ Ezek. iii, 17. ©
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& The Watchman's Anfwer to the. Queflion,

properly be in uired of as to this, Matter— /7 atchman,
W bat of the Night? What bave yon difcovered as to.
the State of the Night ¢ How far is it advanced ? What
‘remains ? Do you difcern any Signs of the Morning ¢
Any Signs that the prefent3cene; of ‘Darknefs will foon be
aver ? TheQueftion is undoubtedly not abont a natural
but retaphificalNight, —thatState of Calamity&Diftrefs
the Fews & Idumeans were under by the 4fjrians ox
Babylonians ; or,that dark Difpenfation of theLaw,the
End.of which was then expelted,” and earneftly defired.
TheRepetition of it,repreients the Panic they were n;
theirD/trefs,or rather their Impatience. for an Anfwer. -
It may perhaps feem ftrangeat fir[Biew,that the ldy- .
means: fhould make this Inquiry. ‘What had they to do
with the Propbets or the divine Oracles 2 + Who were
" Aliens from the Comman-#¥ ealth of Hrael, & Strangers
from the Covenant of Promife.---But, the Difficulty will
vanifh, if we confider that the Scheme of this Prophefy
is emblematical and figurative. 'The Jdumeans are in=
troduced here by the Prophet, as breathing after Deli~
verance uhder their Calamities, and making fuch anxious
Inquiries as itis natural to fuppofe a People in their Szzu-
ation would ; and hearing that Deliverance was expetted
by the Fewi/b Natiop, it Was patural for them to defire
to know the Time and Maxner of it, in Hopes they alfo
might Share in its Favour.s--To this may be added---
* That the eaftern Nations had a Veneration for the Pro~
phets of the Gon of 1iragl, whofe Fame was fpread ag
'meng them. And if we. apply it ta the then dark State
of the Church, an Enguiry refpecting a more gloripus
Difpenfation,in which themfelves, & allthe GentileWorld
were concesned,comes from them with fingularPropriety.-
Seme fuppafe the Queftion put by way of ﬂfri/g",bﬁi: .
1 think without Fonndation ; had that been theCafe,the
Prophet wonld have given them 3 very differentAnfwer.
"Fhey feem 1o have a Degree of Earngftnefs about the
L ' © -7 Matter,

+ Eph. i, 120" ;



What of the Night, &c. - vé
‘Matter,and yet do not enquire with:that Faith,and!fuch
religious Views as they ought. This is evident fromthe
‘Prophets reply. T he Morning cometh, ‘and alfo the
Night,if ye will enquire ; engiire,ye 5 return ;-come.i. e.
The Morning will be as dangerous as the Night,fay fome.
Others tranflate it,the Morning cométh,& yet it isNight.
i.e. Tho’ there be a Deliverance from preI{ntCalam’ities;
yér it will be but partial ; Light comes, butDai'bef:
will be intermixed with it ; o according to ourTranfla-
tion, T he Morning cometh;but the.Night will foon fucceed.
It'may mean, That tho’ the Morning is coming to the
People of GODjitwould flill be Night with theldumeans.
*Tis eafy to fee, that as Night is put for a State of
Affiction,Day is a proper Emblem of 7oy and Comfort.
If ye will enquire ; enquire, ye ; return ; come. The old
Englifb Tranflation under Henry theVIIIthhas it thus,
“ 5‘ ye will enguire-indeed,and afpQueftions inEarnef?,

“ enguire of Gop ; firft afk his Mercy, and then come

“ again,and you fball have a more favourableAnfwer :°
which feems not far from the true Meaning.

As the Queftion, tho’ not put with thatSerioufhefs and
Sincerity as it ouglit, implied a Defire to know the. Pur-
pofe of Gop relating to their prefent dark & difmalSitus
ation ; the'Anfwer feems to be to thisPurpofe,viz. Since
you Idumeans,in your diftrefléd Condition,feem to come

to your ‘feres;exyrefé a Défireof returhing to Gob,and .

knowing his 7#7/l concerning you, be in earneft in the
Matter, -enquire with Heaits fuitably dffefted, -with-the
Difpenfitions of divine Providence, with fincere Defires

to £now and comply withyourDuty. Returnto the'God

of Ifrael comeinto the Bofom &Communion of theChureh ;
fince you aredeéfcendell fromy Abraham fhew your felves

to be his Children indeéed ;> comewith Sincerity &iFasth,
to'me and'the other Prophets, to know theMind & Will

of Gop,and be fuitably prepared to meet Kim, ‘when he
thall come forth againft you.- The Sum of what T have
Qaidiis this ; The veighbouring Nations, groaning ut;;]‘er

I S RS .t © the
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8  The Watchman's Anfwer to the Queflion,
the fame ;Qpp-e{ﬁon«fmm the Afyrian and Babylomify

Princes,as the Fews were, tho’ the peculiar People of  :

Goo,and favoured with his trae Prophets ; theldumeans
are introduced, enquiring after the ‘Duration, and End
of this common Calamity,in too carelefs a Manner, with
toa firtle Reverence or religious Senfe of the Diving
pﬁfpc‘l}fat:rqp.f% They have for Anfwer, That the Morn-
ing was coming, i. e. Light and ‘Liberty to the Fews ;
buit tharthe Night ftill awaited them ; i:c. their prefent
Afflitions and {piritiigl Darknefs, would coptinue, while
they maineain'd their prefent Temper of - Mind jtowards

Gob, and temained Strangers to the, Common-Wealth - -

of Ifrael.. He therefore exlrorts them toreturn tolGop;
and enquire.with a religious Difpofition, and right Views
about this Matter. ~ .. - o C

"Txs, Tngerpretation may be illuftrated by bifforical
Ewvents ; either by reférring it to the commonCalamities
t.hat. befel the Fews and - Idymeans,with other neighbour~
ing Nations, under Senacherib King of Affyria; or te
that which afterwards Lefel them under the Kings of Ba-
bylon. -If to the former, the Morning that arofe to the
Fews, mufk be the miraculousDeliverance gianted theny,
by the terrible Deftruétion of the Affjrian Ariny by an

Angel.| The like Deliverance not being granted to the

Idumeans,with them it remained Night, - But, Irather
- fuppefe it may refer to the, Babylonifb Captivity, which
involyed the Zews and Idumeans in -one commonNight
of Calamity and Diftrefs,after which Jong Night, wherer
in the Church feemed as it were buried, w glersous Morma

ing arofe to.the Fews, from the Deliverance graited by .

Cyrus 3 while the Jdumeans continued in' Darknefs; -ag
appears by Malachi, who lived after the Return of . the
Fews from the Bubylonifb Gaptivity ; and defcribesthe
- Idumegns as impoverifhed, unable to return and rebuild
their wafte Plagss ; being under the peculiar Difpleafure
of Heaven, * .~ We come now, - - - -, .-

n 2 Kin, XX, 35. * Mal i 15'2, 3 4 -

B
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- XL Foan: - View inwhichihis propheticBeftrip«
tion may be 1. . and with Propyiety applied.to. fome

remarkable i r:ods o the Ghixch .. |

As-the P ;. cts were febasWatc'bp;an,pn;ﬂé'?éil{.é ‘
of Gods 3" . 'em,ta publifhihis Dgft?n_soﬁ Mercyand
Judgment to «..: Church and the #arld ;. fuch agwerg -

concerned tc ... theT jmes & Seqfons of God's favours
ir.. nis Zion,w...d naturally enquire a pheir Mouths,and
as the Jdumeo: ; {prang o "w:}ly_,ﬂ;om the fame Family
with the. Fews,and bordered npon them,they. h;ddoqbp

lefs fomeAcquaintance with theis fzcred #ritings, Somg

Propbecies had a particular Reference to them. It wag
foretold,that Edom f2ou/d ke a Poffeffian,and Seig.a Pofe

Jeffian of their Enemies.* Tt is natural therefore to ﬁ?!: ]
o

pofe,that the more tho’tful among thein, were looking
this Period, and being opprefled with Difficulties, weére
excited to enquire after the Time when they fhould be

delivered from their _/igiritaal Darknefs, and unitedtothe

Pearle of God. ThisProphely of Edom’s being a Rofeffion

monean Family,when the Edgmites were fubdued by ¢
Fews, many of thembro’t to embrace their Religisn,an
their Country became their Pogefion. - To sthis Time,
the Prophet may have a View,; when ’tis fuppofed they

of their Enemies,wag in Part accomplifhed under the.d/y

would not negle@the facred, F¥ritings, bus ge't',('gn;@ :

Acquaintance with; thofe Prophefies, wherein gforsous
F hings were fpoken, of Zion,when the prefent dark, and
gloomy Difpenfation fhould be acan end,and theGyntiles
‘gartake of the. fame. Privileges with the Fews.. . This
-amdft excire in all - whohad any. due Efteem for Jpiri-
taat Rlefings, 4 Defire to be informed when. the happy
Lrn wouldarrive; - In this View, the Queftion, .the
wer of -the A atchman, his ddmonition, to return
and_ continug4beir Enquiregs ith, more Serionfngfs and
M'ﬁ’yiq,'§i'1Qu"ﬂilf-ﬁﬁf,.ﬂﬂti“ﬁd'and,f;‘.",’??’}, S T
TN N . . ']3_ S i

AN ., -.By
i h Nuwb, .3&1\'. 18, |
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10 The Watchman's Anfwer to the Dueftion,

By the Night, we may underftand th:: obfcure

Dif-

- penfation they were then under, -which +:.s ufhered in.

with Blacknefs, Dariknefs, und a thick & -mpef?.

Ttis

therefore called a Miniftration of Deat . and Condem-
nation,and proved fo to the carnal Zews who refted in
the Law graven on Stones, not looking v Aim who was

the End of it for Righteofne[s to all thetbelieve.

THAT Miniftratien was indeed ghorious,as it re
to, and pointed out theGlories of the Gofpe/; but
divinely glorious foever it was in itfelf, yct in Refp

fered:
hOW :
et to

the tranfcending Glory of that Difpenfation of Light
and Grace, which it fhadowed forth, it might be faid to

“have no Glory ; the Luftre of it was fwallowed up
the furpalling Glory of the Gofpel, as the dim Light of
the .1\2;:7: and twinkling Stars,vanifhes before the r;/ing

by

Sun. -This Difpenfation was not only g/somy and dar#,
when compared to the' fuperior: Light of the Chrifiian
- Revelatdon, but was in a peculiar Manner fo, by Reafon
of the Blindnefs, Prejudices and Unbelicf, of thofe to
whom it was given ; ‘which is fitly reprefented by the
¥ail Mofes put onhis Face while he delivered them the
Law, to cover its dazzling Brightnefs ,which they could
not behold.  This Vail the Apoftle exprefly telbus,was
ontheirHearts,* fo that they could not look to the End
of that which was to be abolifbed.  'They were as un~
able to behold the Mind of Mofes inthat (Ecotomy, as
they were his Face; when he turned to the Lord he
ook off the Pail 3 awhichimplies, that 2hat Difpenfa-

#iom, as it came from God, and was revealed to him; was -

- full of Grace, and fhone with a divine Luftre ; but
‘wher he converfed with the People he had it on, for the

internal Glories of his Miniftration which were delivered -

in Types and Figures of good T hings to-chme, were rens
der’d obfcure and dark,by the Blindnefs & Prejudices of
their carnal Heatts 'When they -fhall turn to the Lord,

at the bleffied Period of their general Conyetfion,thi

¥ 2 Cor, iil, 13, 14.

sWail

fhall

A
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What of the Nighty &e. ™ 7 rx
thall be taken away, and they ‘fhall clearly fee how the
glorious Grace:of thé Gofpel was revealed under all the
Types and Shadows of the Law. “But, by Reafon of
theDarinefs of their-Minds, and the obfcure Manner
in which Chrift, and the Bleflings of his Kingdom, were
then tipified, the Church continued in a dark & benighted
State. There was indeed a Mixture of Light with that
Darknefs'; the Prophets were like fo many fhining
Stars in the Chisrchyand they had many fitre ##ords of
Prophefy, to which they might giveHeed ; but it was only
as to a Light fhining in a dark Place,’till the Day-flar
appeared, and the glorious Sun vfﬂigbtz}o\}tﬁzqﬁ' arofe.

Axp ’tis worthy Obfervation,that the N1ght was pe-
culiarly gloomy, rowards the Clofe of this Difpenfation;
when the Darknef was much' increafed, by almoft con-
tinual Perfecutions and Oppreffions, from the Kings of

- Syria without ; while the internal Glories of it were

greatly obfcured, and almoft wholly loft,by thofe dange-
rous Corruptions in Doltrine, Difcipline and Wor[bsp,
which then over-fpread the Fewifs Church, and thofe
fcandalous Divifions iato which it fell. = . :
- It wasalfo eminently Night,withthe Gentilel¥orld,
who being funk into deplorable Darknefs, were given up
to the moft abominable Idolatry’and vileAffeQions. But
as an Expe&ation of the Comingof the Meffiah,the pro-
mifed Deliverer; began now to prevail and become gene-
ral, ’tis not ftrange, that fome among the: Gentles, as
well as the Fews,are reprefented, crying to the ##atch-
man, W hat of the Niggt ?  When will the Darénsfs
of the prefent Difpenfation be over,and a Delsverer come

Eion, to turn. away Insquity from Jacob? When
will thofe Times of Ignorance which God has hitherto
winked at in the Gentile 7 orld,be at an End, and Light
arife to thefe that now fit in theRegion of the Shadow of
Death 2+ How much of this dark Seafen is paft? What
yeryemaiis ? When will the Day break by the Appea-
rance of that glorious Perfon, who is to be a Light to the
S g B2 Ty Gentiles
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g2 The Watchmans Anfwet 1o the Queftion,
Geritiles jaiid a Glory to God's People Hrael ? Tt might
be fuppofed, that the /#atchmen who: were enguirin
and fearc bing diligentlywbat Manner of T ime tbe};?oirxt
s them -did fignify, when it < teftified before Hand,
bhe Bufferings of Chrift, and the Glory that fhould
Jollow, cout;g.give an Anfwer-to.fuch a Queftion, as the
& rme and Manner of his Appaarance were fo clearly
inted out. They might fee, .that the Scepter was ae
ﬁut o depait from. Fudah, according to 71)
phefy *. That Danrel s 70 Heeks, or 490 Years, were
near-expiting, -And as it mult be during the Standing of
the fecond Temple, to which he was fuddenly to come,
and filkwith bis Glory; accordingto Malach: 1, it could
ot be long delayed. - By thefe Hints, the #atchmen
might know the Night was far fpent, and anfwer gs in

the Text; The Morning cemeth, the long expettedDay -
"is-at Hand. Inthis View of theWords, the# atchman’s -

Anbyer, that the Motning ¢ometh, may point out the
Light and Foy broright to the World by the Appearance
of the Son of Godi 'The Day beganto dawn under the

Miniftry of Fohn the Baptifi. He was indeed a burne -

ing and @ fbining Light; compared with the other Pro-
phets.; but was not the trueLighi,itho’ like the Morning

- Star he uthered ih -the Day. * But when the Sun of .

Reighteawnefs arofe with Healing under his Bings, ha
diffufed Light, Life, and Foy, thro’ 4 dark, dead, and
chearlefs World;  The Shadows of the former Difpen-
fation, and the thick Cleuds of heathenifb Ignorance and
Superftition, fled before Him,as the Darknefs of theNighe
hefore the rifing Sums - It wis prophelied of him,that his

going forth, fhoyld be preparéd as theMorning. + Asthe

peturzl Sun in thié Morning fpreads oy and Gladnefs,

thra’ the wide Creation, fo'did CugisT thro’ a loft and |

ruined World, The Angel brings the News of hisBirth,
- as Tidings of great Foy. to all People. 'Tha Gofpet
preached: in his Name wes a: ravilhing Soind to all thz{?
o ! : ) R ) hear ;
#Gen. xlix, 10. 4 Maliif. 1, .t Hof. vi. 3, Luke i 11,

acob’s Pros



What of the Night, &c. . 18
heard and received it : Like the Morning Light,it fpread
far and wide ; grew brighter and brighter; towardsa pere
Sfect Day. It had free Courfe and was Io[lré'/fggi s tri-
umphing over all the Oppofition-of Earth an Hgil. :

Wrrn what divine Luftre and Beauty did the Chutch
fhine, in this Morning of her Days,whenthe pure Doéte
rines of the Gofpel, were taught without that corrupe
Mixture, which the Pride & Ignorance of Men have fince
introduced. She was as a City et on a Hill, and Mul-
titudes -both Fews and Gentiles rejoyced inm her Light,
She feemed to anfwer theDefcription given of her by Sz
4:70/m, in his prophetic Vifion ;| wherc fhe is reprefented
as clothed with the Sun, having the Moon under her
Feet,and a Crown of twelve Stars on ber Head ; a
beawtiful Image, cxprefling, in a lively Manner, ‘the
Glory,-Honour, and Dignity of the Church., There¢
appeared in her-Members, inthis zarly.4ge, fuch genuine
Piety,and fetvent Devotion; fuch lively Hope,& ftrong
Faith ; fuch warm and unfeigned Love to one another 4
fuch Meeknefs,and undiffembled Humility ; fuch Heae .
venly-mindednefs and Deadnefs to the World ; fuch unis
verl{l Holinefs, and Purity of Life ; and ‘made them

fpine like Lights inthe?World. - Religion then appear'd
‘amiable and alluring, as exemplified in the Lives of Pro-
feflors ; which tended greatly to the propagating .the
- Gofpel,  The Brightnefs of this Morning was: foon obs
fcured. Many Errors of pernicious Influence creprinte
the Church, even while under the Condu&-of ‘infpired
Men : But after the Apofles Deceafe, Men of corrups
Minds, "began with more Freedom; te propagate their
dangerous Doétrines, and licentious Practices, bringing
Swift Deftruction  on themfelves, and their - Eollowers,
. Towards the Clofe of the firf}, and during the fesond.
and third Centuries, the Church ‘was. greatly infefted .
with Perfons, who advanced the moft abfurd and dangé-
yous Opiniors, tending to the Peftruction of all ﬁatumé
. s . . IIRE - } 3
oy Renxi g . ang
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it might well be called

14 The Watchmaw's Anfwer to the Quefticn,

and revealed Religion’;— the Nicolaitans, various Sefts

-of the Gnoftics,Corinthians,V alentinians, Marcionites,

and Manichegns, with 2 Train of other Heretics, who
appeared in the early Ages of theChurch ; venting many
impious Notions about God and Chrift ; the Origin of
Good and Evil ; the facred Writings ; and the Way of

- Salvation by Chrift ; to the great Reproach and Hin-

drance of the Gofpel.—Some making GOD the Author
of Sin; others denying the Unity of the Godhead ; fome
the “Divinity, and many the Humanity of CurisT ;
while others even blafphemoufly preténd);d to be theSa-
viour of the World themfelves: What added to the
Scandal of their Errors, the vileft Pebaucheries, — the

moft abominable Crimes were countenanced & praétifed,
under the Cloke of Religion ; which the Enemies of -

Chriftianity, were malicious enough to impute, however
unjuftly, to all its Profeflors. While the Church was
thus darkened, corrupted, and exceedingly fcandalifed by
Herefies within ; fhe was almoft continually harraffed
with violent Oppreflionsand cruel Perfecutions,under the

~ beathen Emperors from without ; which continued with’
but listle Intervals of Peace and Reff, " during the three

firlt Centuries. 'Tho’ there was, in thofe early Ages of
Chriftianity, much fpiritual Light,and plentiful Commu.
nications of Divine Grace ; yet during the ten general
Perfecutions, which fo quickly fucceeded one another,

' J‘?igbt ;' when compared to that
State of external Peace & Profperity,which theChurcly
fhall enjoy ‘in the latter Days, &e. with Refpedt to the

glorious Diffufion of Gofpel Light, which may then be

expedted. :

" “Ar the Clofe of the third, & Beginning of the fourth

Century, the Church was reduced to the laft Extremity,
by a Number of cruel Perfecutors; who feemed to come:
bine together; for the utter Deftrucion - of the Chriftian’
Name and Caufe. Galerius, Discletian, Maximin,and
Maxentius, alted as if they vied with one another,in the

o - -~ unheard
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unheard of Gruelties, and monftrous Barbarities, exer«
cifed'towards the innocent Difeiples of CHR1sT :. But
the Churches Extremity, is Gop’s Opportunity ; He
begins to make bare bis.Arm ;. vifibly to.efpoufe theCau/e
of his diftre(led People ; and to recompence Vengeance.to
thofe that afflicted them. Galerius, being feized with:an
incurable and intolerable Difeafe, expires in the Midft of
moft bitter Anguifh and Torment. Diacletian; forced
- to refign his Authority, opprefled witha Load of Guilt,
groans and fighs away his miferable: Life. - Maxintin,
after being defcated by Licinius, attempts vo put amEnd
t0 his.own Life ; - but dies a lingering. Death, amidit the
moft amazing Torments, acknowledging his Guilt, in
having perfecuted the Chirflians. 1n this dark Period,
Gop alfo raifcs up that great Deliverer and Defender
of his Church,. Conffantine ; who, A. D. 312, gains a
compleat Victory over that cruel 7yrant and grand Per-
- fecutor, Maxentins ; which gave reft to the Church in
the /#7¢/t : And the Death of Licinfus, which happened
foonafter, who was firfta Favourer, but afterwardsa cruel
Perfecutor of the Chriftians, feemed to putan End toall
their Troubles : They, enjoyed free Liberty evéry where.
Ceon/ftantine afcribes the Glory of all his Victories, to-the
God and Father of our Lord, Jesvs:CurisT. And as.a
Token of Gratitude, gives public- Countenance to the
Chriftian Religion-;-fecures it by Edicts and-Laws;:
erefts. Scheols 5 builds and endows: Churches ; béftows: .
wany Jmmunities. and ‘Privileges on the Clergy,and dif~:
ti:gui!hes them with many. public Marés of Hopour,
and Refpe&. Thus the Darknefs.which.had: overfprea
the Cherch, began to featter, and the Morning\taappear,i
The Gofpel -had free "Courfe -andvwas glorified ; there
was opened an effecfual Door, whielino Man was al-,
lowed to fhat. ' -A delightful Scene {feemed now; taopen,
on _the Charch, andlooked like the Beginning of.a bright.
and gjoriois Dgy. - - Mahy- had: raifed Expedtations, that.
the happy: Perlod: was now ‘cone, wien the Kingdﬂwgf
W ' ' ths
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hishV orld, would besome the Kingdoms of our Lord, and.

hes Chrift.: Buvalas! how different did the Event prove,
“Dhis; Moraing was foon overcaft, & faccecded by a dark

andedifinal Vight. . The Honours, Dignities and Rishes-

canferred on. the-Glergy, and. the Church, introduced
+ Lusury, Pride and Jgnorance; with 2 long T'ain:of dan-
garous Confequences. . About-thisTime; the Arian. He«
i¢fy fprung up, and fpreading itfelf over a great Part of
the Ghriffian Church, proved deftrulive to the Faith
ence delivered to' the Saints ; threw the Church into.

eat: Confufions, and produced very fore Perfecutions :
The Emperors favouring fometimes the .4rian, & fome-
times the ortbodoxParty ;- which brought infinite Scandal
on theChriftianNameé, & caufed theEnemy to blafpheme,

. SaoX.after Chriftianity had fpread over a great Part

of ‘the Roman Empire, under Proteltion of the Govern-

meft ; the molt terrible: Defolation, was brought onthe

A ¢flern. Empire, by the northern barbarous Nations, viz.
the Gotbs, 'I;(:ndak, ‘Almains, Sarmatians, Picts and
Scats ;. who feemed to confpire together fer its utter Ruin,
and for.a long Time continued wafling, burning, & de-
firoying all before them.” About A. D. 410, Alaricus
the Gotd, facked and plundered Rome ; -about Fifty-five
Years after. which, 'it was again plundered, and burit by
Gengericus, the Pahdal. Soon after, it met with the
fame Fute from Richomerus 472 ; twice by Totila; and

in by .Attila, King of the Huns, who was above -alk

the Reft, a fore Ssourge; in the Hand of Providence, ta

the degenerate Chriftinns of that Diar; .. S
" WHILE the Empirewas in thie dreadful Confufion,
by thefe: barbareus Nations, grofs Tgnorance brgan to
overfpread ;’he,mriﬁian Weorld ;-for, by the Ravages
they ‘committed,: Schosls werk dtﬂi‘pated, 'Mpﬁm bas
niﬁsﬁ; iand Learning buried. Thofd who were thenon
the Stdyge; being fbon-walted wicbahb@wvr@:agd::' 23
thié 1y Generation-grew up in'dameneable Ignorance.
The mdlt indeed:of the-Rulers of atvoledarbarqus ;Mzé
by 4 PERREREIT dions
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tions embraced Chriftianity ; but- beingvery Ignorane!
became an eafy Prey to the Pride & Policy of the cory
‘rupt and degenerate Clergy of the Day. Thif‘OP?m;;
tunity the Bi/bap of Rome' improved, to.fet himfelf up
as the Head of the Church 5 the Succeffor of St. Pe-
TER ; CuR1sT’s Vicar on Earth ; and foundit but
too eafy a Matter to impofe on thofe weak Princes, and
an ignorant People, and thus to introduce thofe” grofs
Corruptions, Superftitions, and falfe Doltrines, which
have fince proved fo faral to the Church : Thus - Anti-
chrift began to be revealed, and gradually grew up'to
that “Height of Wickednefs, which he afterwards- dif+:
covered ; exalting himfelf above all that is called God.
The Darknefs of this Night, brought on the Church, by
Ignorance, Superftition, and the abmﬁna‘blc Corruptions
of Popery, were greatly increafed by the Rife of thir
falfe Prophet and great Impoftor Muhomet, who made
his Appearance, A. D. 606 ; and notwithftanding the
People of Mecca, attempted to crufh the Tmpofior it
the Bud, yer, 4. B, 615, it began to fpread ; torhav-
ing by an apoftate Few, and Neftorian Monk; compofed
his Alcoran, and déluded his Followers, with a Notion
of his being raifed up by God, to inftitute a new Res
Jigion ; he teaches them, that it is to be propagated: by-
the Sword, and that it is meritorious to die for-it.----By
this Means, he {oon brought all .4rab:a into his Power
and his Followers (who, from their pretended Defcent
from Sarab, Abrabam’s Wife, were talled Saracer® -
foon over-run the' greateft Part of .4fia, and becan o,
fp:ead themfelves exceeding faf¥ in Europe, till their
micmorable Defeat by Charles Martel, A. D. 734 .
- Tre Miferiesbrought on theChriftian Church, by ther
Spread of tliis Impoftor, were exceeding great. T'he
g’&r’xoub Lightof the Gofpel, which began to be obfcured,
with the Errors and Corruptions of the Churth of Rome;
feemed asif it would -have been wholly extinguifhed:
By th1s they brough fiichIghorance &Erro’r',De:eitl,’.Vi(#
S C encé

A
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. Jence and Slavety, where ever they cane, that it feemed
as if thebottomlefs Pit-had been opened, and Satan ac
the Head of the Powers of Darknefs, come forth, accors
dingm prophetic Defcription of the Rife of this Jus-

-poftor, Rev. ix. 2. And he opened the bottomlefs Pit, and

2herearofe a Smoke.out of the Pit, as the Smoke of agreat

Furnace, and the Sun and Air were darkened by Reafon

of theSmoke of the Pit,and out of theSmokeLocufls came,

which fitly enough defcribes the Mifery and Woe, ftupid

Ignarance and Superftition, which every where attended .-

the Progrefs of the Mahometan Religiap. 'The coming:
up of the Lacu/ls, and Deftrudtion they make where:
" ever they go, empbatically reprefents the amazing and
deftrudtive Progrefs.of the Saragens. : :

“Tu1s dark and difmal Night, hrought on the Church.
Ly the Rife of Papery, on the ene Hand, and the AMa-
hometan Impoftor an the other, coptinued for a lony
Time with but a litde glimmering of Gofpel Light, a-
mong a few that kep; the Faith: lg{eligiun and Learning
{eemed likely to be banifhed from the World. But at
the Clofe of the 14th, and Beginning of the 16th Cen-
turies, the Day began to dawn, by a-glorious Reforma-
zZion, which had been attempted, and ftruggled for, by
Hickliff; inEngland ; the /¥ aldenfes and Albigenfes,in,
France ; and Fohp Hufs, in Germany, long before : But
was now carried on'hy Luther, under the Prote&tion of
the Eleclor of Saxony, with furprizing Succefs, in many

Parts of Germany ; who was jomed by Melanéon, and -

other noble Reformers ; whilft Calvin, atGeveva,Zwing«
dius and Farellus, with a Train of faithful Witnefles f‘gr

the Truth who appeared about this Tirne, were firenu-

qufly fupporting, and vigaroufly carrying on, (tho® with
fome {mall Difference, in lefler Matters) the fame gloa
rious Caufe. The Light of the Gofpel feemed for a
Seafon to fhine brighter and brighter, {pread far & wide
in Spite of all the Methods the Popi/h Party made ufe
of by Bulls, Decrees of Councils, amd the moft unheé;dé

- -
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* of Cruel.ics; to ftop and fuppreR it.  THe Pope’s Au-
thority began very faft to decline.. Fhe Nations of
England, Scotland, & Ireland, the tiorthern Kingdoms$
of ‘Denmark dnd Sweden, with great Numbers m France,
Hungary & Boheniia; all reccived the Reformation, and
difclaimed any Subje&ion to the Kingdom of the Beaf?.
Tiese Things appeared like the B’é%':nniﬁ'g of a joy-
ful Day, and many were ready to think, the glorious
Things {poken of Zion; inthe Jatter Days; were riow at
Harid. Phere appeated in many of the hrlt Reformers,
{uch aLoveto the Truth, and Zeal For prattical Godlinefs;
as gave a‘fair Profpedt of a thardugh ngﬁrhtdfia'h,'- from
all the Corruptions in Poctrine; Difeipline dind Worfhip,
which had crept int6 thé Charch: But the Event fell far
fhort of the raifed Hopes of Zion’s Friends:. In many
Places it was carried oni chicfly by the civil Moagiftrate,
. who went no farther than to anfwer theirpoliticalSchemes,
and in mioft it was tob much z fé‘n’r’za), #ominal 'Thing,
conduced by the #/iffsm of this #79rld: So that it fooh
came to a Stand, and Has been- for many Years paft on
the Décline, as to the Princijles and Pradtice of real Ré~
ligion; and this fad Detlenfion is growing faft on the pre~
fent Generatioh. ' ‘ ' .
SoME may be ready perhaps by this Time, to put to
Me the Q‘géfﬁbﬁliﬁ :t};rgefr C)I:t %&iéﬁﬁzd;z,‘, 107)1;; k
the Night? Whiereabotits ate We? TsitiNight,orBag®
Whit are the Signs of the Tishes, in which we are fallen ?
What may we look for ? To which T arifwer, I atm-very
fir from pretending to a Spitit of Prophéfy, or ary fuch
Infight iﬁ‘t)o he prophetic’ Writings; ds precifély td fik
the: Dates of thofé Finmes and g’e&b{bh&; ,about which
leatned and pions Men fave fo widely differed; I may
venture however, 6 -affirm; fome ‘Things that appear
evident atd plain; 41 modeftly offer my Thoughts abaue
others, mote dsubtful ind ancertain. S
- X is; 1 ehirlk; dvery evident; thar the Night brought
on the Church; by the Delafions dnd Superftitiomeof
S ‘ : C 2 Mabom_e.t.
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Mahomet,andthe Pope ftill continues. Notwithftand-

ang the frequentAppearances of the Morning, the Dar-
nefs- ftill remains, and at prefent feems to increafe, Po-
zery. did indeed receive a great Wound at the Refor-
mation,and the Pope confidered as a temporal Prince,has,
: as_vto'hi_s fecular Power, been ever fince,very much on the
Decline,very littleRegard being paid him to what former-
) lgwas; but this in-many,arifes more fromContempt of the
Gofpel, & all revealed Religion, than a Diflike to theCor-
ruptions of Popery,orRegard to theT'ruth ; and however,
- he be-declined in fecular Power, the Popi/b Religion, {till
greatly prevails. "The greateft Part of Chriflendom are
profeffedly of that Communion, and acknowledge Subjec-
tion te the Pape, as their {piritual Head; and the corrupt
Doérines of that Church, have of late Years very much
Pn%q.vgiled in Proteftant Couptries, o '
Tue Turks, who when they defeated the Saracens,
‘adopted their Religion and Manners, which they have

.ever,-fince .been,. propagating, by their vitorious Arms,”

(tha they have been fomething weakened by their late
Wars with ;l1eGemzanglare yet in Pofleflion of a confides
rable ‘Part of Afia, . uroge, and Africa, where the
‘ChtiftianReligion formerly flourithed. The Mahometans
have.cver been profefled Enemies to Chriftianity, and
€ndeavour fo root it out wherever they come, and are at
© prefent, the greateft . Obffacle in the Way of {preading
v ,:he;Gz{fel. " And how great a Part of the World is yet
involyedin beathenifh ‘Darknefs and Idolatry? When
with .{,;hﬂfe Things, wg confider the fad Dexlenfions,
,Cor;‘lfp'tvions and Divifiens of the Reformed Chyrches, we

nitrained 1o pronounce it Night. 'The Light of

arg; conflrained ro pronoun
ghg,é’o ocl. does indeed fhine,but tis like twinkling Stars
1n the Midft. of -@grémﬁ, and Error. L,
.. SpauLp.it now be enquired, What of this Nighz ?

How far is it advanced ? And how much is yet to come ?,

T-anfier, it appears,to me,that we are intheClo/fe- of this
dack Night, & thag the Morning cometh, Could we des
e L terming
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termine when this Night began, it would be eafy to fix
on the Time of it’s End ; the Duration of it being
plainly pointed out in propheticWritings. The Bea/t to
whom the Dragon (the Roman Emperor) gave his Seat,
Authority, and Power, was to continue Jpeaking great
Things & Blafphemies, 42 Months, Rev. xiii. 2. & 5;
which is juft equal to the Time, Times and half
Time ; while the ##oman, i. e. the Chruch is drove into
the Wildernefs,and there nourifbed, Rev. xii' 14, Dur-
ing this Period, the Witneffes are to prophefy in Sack-
¢loth, or the faithful Meflengers of Cur1isT, are to
Labour under Difcouragements and Oppofition, which
was to continue 1260 Days, Rev. xi. 3. Thefe feveral
Numbers in prophetic Stile, taking a Day for a Year,
make the fame Period 1260 Years. So {c,mg' the per-
fecuting Power of the Bea/? will continue ; and while
it does, the Church will be in a #ildernefs State, and
the faithful Minifters of Cur1s7 will Prophefy in Sack-
cloth. This perfecuted, opprefled, benighted State of
the Church, will be fucceeded by thofe glorious Times,
when Satan will be confined to the bottomlefs Pit, that
he may ns longer deceive the Nations, and when there
Shall be nothing to offend in all God’s boly Mount. But
when this dark State of the Church fhall End, or where
to fix it’s Beginning, is a Matter of Uncertainty, as it
feems to have come gradually on. ST, Pavuy, indeed
tells us, That the wicked one, whofe coming was to be
after the Workings of Satan, with all Power, Signs,
and lying!V onders , fhould be revealed,when be that then
let or hindered, was taken out.of the WWay. By him,

. that Let, the ancient, as well as modern Expofitors, un«

derftand, the Romam Emperor, who, as long as he held-
his Seat and Power, prevented the Pope of Rome from
deceiving the Natiohs, with his lying ##onders. 'The
ancient Chriftians, therefore ufed to pray for the Con-’
tinuance of the Raman Empire, that the coming of .4n-~
tichrift might be delayed, -If the Downfal of the Roman
o o Empire,
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Empire, tay Be reckoheyl From Rome’s being facked, and
tiken by the Irriiptions of the Northern Nations, when
alntoft the whole Empire, was over-run’ and divided a-
mong ther ; when the tei Horns, of Kin%do'ms arofe,
ad gave thelr Power atid Strength to the Beaf? ; * the
Deftrybtiot of Antichrif?, and the End of this Night of
Papi/h Darktiefs, is near at Hand 5 wbhen be _'/ball%ze de-
Jioyed, by the Breath of Chikst’s Mouth, and the
Brightnt(s of bis Comirig. But, tho’ this Night is evi-
déntly far fpent, and thé Day draws tigh, yet it appearsd
td me not it p'r‘dbi;lblé, that the dark’eﬂ,?ah. of the ,Z‘Figbt
4jée remdits, and thie the glorious Tiies, the Church
will etjoy in the latterDay,will be preteded with 4 Sea-
foft of thé foreftCalamity & Diftrefs. It is the Opinion
Sf manyf léarned Diviries, that there Will be a general
Slauithter of the #itne/fes, who have thro’ all the dark
Ages of Pipéry, botn 4 faithful TeRimotiy to the Truth

and Ways of Chrift, a little before thie froenth Angel

fbunds 1 T'ruripet, for the utter Deftruion of Anti-.
qbf;_'{?’é Kifigdom, jult whien they are abolit finiifhing their
Teftimony, and confequéntly that this Event is future,
Bit as fome etttirient Divines, and One, for whofe Judg-
tierit T-have thé higheft Veheration, are of a défferent
Opinlén, and think it is dlready paft, 1 thall offer what
T have to fay on this Head, with all Humility, & rmuch
' Diffdente on my own Setitimerits; dbout fo dark an E-
vent : The Actount we have of it is, Rev. xi. 7---13.
And #vhen they fball bave firiifbed their Teftiniony the
Biaft that afcends out of the Bottomkefs Pit, foall make
Wit a a:Z/
dt

them, and fball overcome thei, and kil

them i~ dnd their dead Bodies Jbadl lie in the Street of
the grearGity wbich [piritually is calledSodom &Egypr,
wherz alfs onr. Lord was trigified, . Ahd they of the
Pesple, dnd Kindreds & Tongites, andNatiohs, foall fee.

rfbezf:d{éa"d Bodies $hrs¢Days and anHalf, and Hall ot

Juffer their déad Bodies to be put in Graves, . JAnd they.
R 22
v ¥ Rev, xvil, 12, 13,
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that dwell upon the Earth, fhall rejoice over them, and
make merry, and fball fend Gifts one to another ; ba~
caufe thefe two Prophets tormented them that dwelt on
the Earth. And after three Days and,an Half,
the Spirit of Life from God entered into them : And
they flood upon their Feet, and great Fear fell upon them,
which faw them. Andthey bheard a great Voice from
Heaven, faying unto them, « Come up hither  : And
they afcended up to Heaven in a Cloud, and their Enes
wies bebeld them, — : .
Tug Sum. of which Paffage feems to be this, viz. -
That when' thefe faithful Witnefles who have fo long
prophefied in Sackcloth, are about concluding theirT e/~
many, there will be a fevere Perfecution raifed by the
antichriftian Rarty ; whereby all the faithful Minifters
of the Gofpel, will appear to be filenced or flain, and.
that in the moft public, open, and ignominious Manner,
fo that their Enemies fhall trinmph as tho’ the Day were
their own ; but this will continue only for a fhort Time,
three Dews and an Half ; which, if it does not mean
three Years and an Huylf, taking according to prophetic
Stile, a Day for-aYegr; yet it doubtlefs means, that this .
Time. of their Suffering will be but fhort, compared to .
the Time of their prophefying in Sackcloth ; it will be
but as a Day-to a Year, as that is a Tigre, Times & balf
a Time, 1260 Years. After this they fhall not only be
reftored to their former Libgrty, hut exalted $o fuch a
State of Dignity and Jecurity, as they never before en-
joyed, and that in she Prefence, and ta the Confufion of-
their Enemies ; and the Reafans which have made it ap-
pear to mé o} imprelsable that thie, Church has this dif-.
wefling Scene yer'to pafs thro’, are.fuch asthefe = -
1/8. I is 10 be 4t theConglufion of their prophefying.
ip Sackcloth, when they have jufk: finifhed their Fefti--.
wony. Hben they fball bave finifbed their Teftimony.
Thus we tranflate it,which indeed feems the moft natural,
geauine Conftrulion of betan tele/ i, cum j'é’f.ﬂ“";;l”%f
' : : "when
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when' they have about compleated or finifhed off their
Teftimony, as the original Word properly fignifies ; at
“the Clofe of 1260 Days, when the Period of AntichrifP’s
Reign wilt be juft at an End. B, as yet, this Period
évitfsnt-ly continues, the faithful Minifters of Chrift may,
on many Accouiits, be faid, ftill to prophefy in Sackcloth,
" as'the Mahometan and .Aizticbr{/?ian arknefs yet re-
miains, ‘and they are carrying on their Work under great

Difcouragements. o '

" 2d. HisTory affords no paft Events to which the
Jlaying and Refurrection of the Witnefles, can well be
applied. Some learnedMen have, T know,endeavoured
to find the Accomplifhment of it, in fundry Perfecutions,
bro’t on the faithful Witnefles for the %‘
which feem fully to anfwer the prophetic Defcription giv-
én of that Event.  The/# aldenfes (Followers of Peter

Waldoa Merchant of Lyons,in France) A.D. 1160,

were ‘perfecuted with great Severity : >T'is -computed,

that not-lefs than 80,000 fealed their Teftimony to the

Truths of God with their Blood. Above a I illion of

~ the Albigenfes (fo called from their native Country in
Languedoc) fell a Sacrifice in the fame glorious Caufe ;
but thefe were of too early a Date to anfwer the De-
feription ; of too long Continuance, and confined to 2.
particular Country ; whereas the faying of the Witneffes
will be a general Thing ; and it is worthy of Remark,
that this was in a Country whete the Witneffes have al-
moft ever fince, prophefied inSackc/oth, as all acquainted
with the Hoffory of Frarce, well know. If they were
flain in that Place, it is hard to fay, when they rof€, or

~ were exalted. Much lefs can we find this Event accom-
' plithed, in the fhort Perfecutions by Queen Mary, in
England, or under the Duke of Savoy, in Piedmont,
which were confined tq fo' fimall a Part : of the Church,

however exaitly they may feem to anfiver as tothe Du-
ration. - Many fevere Perfecutions have been carried on
by tl‘ie,l{aﬁi_/%‘, sagainflt the'Proteftants, in Hungary,:
PRI o

Bobemia 5

ruth, none of
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Bobemia, many Rartt of.: Germany, and npmiy
France ; bus all thefeiware-culy partial faying of tha
Witneffes. - They -wese: hever, fo. uiverfally sus offy
as.the Prophefy feems tﬂm SRR U |
3d. 1,-5”3-.;';“{1.&; difficult so.fhow,:that there ever hus
been thit: Refirreion, and glorious Exaltationof, the
Witnefles; which is to follok imimediately afiey thais
lying dead thiee Diays: and .an Half. , What like shig
has’ happened:1ipon any.of the Retlecttions that baye.yet
been on the Protcﬁmt Chunches ?; T;he)‘ are 1ot .
to be reftored woLife,but.to infeenid up into Heapen. Ley
to be exalted to:an:higher State.of Digpity and Pawer;
than cthey have ever yet enjoyed:;: aad thisis to ba.inw
‘f)\l: ic, opes Manndr; ip the Prefence, and to-the Camy
ion. of theirEnémies, .- They-are to,puc off their Sasks
cloth, & put it onno.mare, TheRaproach-of their formes
fuffering Stare, will he wiped away : But the fuithfu]
Witnelles of Chrift don’t feem ever yet to. have enjoypd
any. fuach Stare of Honour, Power ; Inflususe. and Steys
rity,as is here seprefented. - *Something indeed,like thisy
feemiad to have happeriod at the Reformation, when many
o the firlt Reformats:were pratected and encouraged i
shieir Work, againft the! Atrempis; of their Papif Adyer-
daties ; but when we conlider the Oppoltian they met

with, the frequent, Perfocutipns .in, many- Parts of

Proteflant Caunirigs; the greatDifcouragements oneWa
of am,:under which the faithful Witneffes of | C '
have laboured; wc-éanggtibvz: ;opcludc, tha the T'ima
of their prophefying in Sackcloth yet continues, ... ., =,
. 4th.”, ns:fn‘gd W op, doks. 1ict appear yet.to fuixvc
fafted away, noc ady-fuch: Deftru&tion 4nd Conftermation
to be brought on’ the Seat of the Braff, ay is to be ag
the_fame Tims with the Sigughter apd Refurreftion of
‘hcmt“ﬁ&"{ ’- “5.'3"-.-,! ’.'A' . ol v"?l' ;" I‘ " .’V:.' v .
- I the fecond Jpe,. ot Plague of she Sixth Trumpet,
was br t.on the Church, by the pouring out .of the

Ifth Fial, when a. b qyf:zl%a: prepared for ﬂ—',‘-.l.'i'%; gf
/ , ‘ ;



QG The Watehmdn's Anfvdstvslie Queftion,
‘sheBap s o the FandnThfftved. séiowerun'a- dotle
nderabla Part\ of1Eyrapascwmyislubdirefeired o the
Deftran@ion -aind Darknefs . browpkr wom kany Rares of
Chyiftendom, by the-Sukueasa? Anfayt, 1o schich fobves
&t Boerith at: 1sffeﬁ&ntd;1.mﬂndém sl Woelhro’e.
j chie - Meahomedan - dingigfliure, s fwe:yer paffedraway)
great Parvof theWorld:ftild grdaning ubder'ic ; and: ivls
tbible this Woo lstb-Bnd tich the ot Diftrudtionand
H&iﬁmvof? cte Furkifd Empire.. Neitlier does. theré
#0rb Hav® “ben uny:- ﬁwhmqﬂru&mh and Rewots
Honiny the vfntwbré&xan ‘Damtintoss, Yas is: repmfadted
by“ihégréétEaz idake ; theLeftrution. of the:Fenth
Partsfthe City 4 Slbugbtu af 7000 Mexi of Namte's
efpecmny Yhe Tidie never hat yenbem, whemotkee Retl
htod, and pave” ‘@lorypnGod. 'L ba)rahawe

1evic¥ ’vfé?:é& ;aniktormented,  at: e Progrefs-of
th&f sformadion,; ﬂwhhmy gvanted to the faitikfull

Wrnefles ¢ bee fofar have they been:front repentingd, -

 Biidgiing Gl Yo G, Lehiac; on'.the Contraky,ithey
Hive-been Jcon!'m“ﬁat Aenting thicir Spite and: Malice av
gt fve Rc]‘orﬁfew xebas, and:labouring; by all their
heRifh Ariy, andspopifh Rage, to ruin ‘and deftroy them.:
=gk, byihas Thoen- Gl ufiial: Method. so prepare his
ERuich and Peoplé-for! extraordinary Favours, byex-
!Faordmmy« Tﬂafs,’dndfm the g ‘afent ‘corrapr: State of
Wiiing$ # Teeths highty proper that it thould be fo,. ©
< u e Affaibe! of 1?&006’& Familys are irt:thie moft: di-

Peeffed Situation, before’ he thenrthiat ; Fofbplas yer

slive, and thit by hix 4 Door: was open: for their: Relief.

The ‘Children of Frael were veduced:to the lalt Ex-

trentity; it theergyptidn Benilage before their ré¢

a?ﬁzle Peliverance. ? Whien. m%ﬂd”mﬁ peheer

it thah et the Burning:of-Ziblagy o dictle’ bdoiebhe

was cxalted to the Throne of Ifracl ? The Peifecution

of l‘he Churely imidér ‘the Eniperorsof Rome,> wasl by
: {ar  noft éxthenies tindd dangeﬁwﬁ inder: Drioolk

ca her Deliveranee, drcw mgh* ‘arid fhe was seady 1§Q

€
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be exbisdll QMWMP {INodkmperichce oﬁmny
Chriffmbs can , whatéole B dlfoncas-which they
have beeit: riofk /highlys M\n’&ﬂf;wﬂbfmalﬂm
mcamapf&@btmii IWHMQ

Tosrkeabide: mhdn(ﬁwméﬁ?cw A at .‘he
}mrw?me,prapavéﬂﬁmﬂl'mbp‘fu fe glvrmur T
{poken:df. it invthelstds Daya,& y.doite: c‘.xtmor
Fitiabyis nodmirpbable Suppafitiore o AEbinO bfervatiny
ol b2 e B crghimiried; by oonliderBythe preferk 46T
gomegatl Srave 6f th &P tef ani-C bict c bes; whnclr i$fach ]
that itizmahifdly:be cdﬁa&;ﬂ;mldpfsby withy
qut fgme Yprriwl: TQ} of ik Bifpleafiira, : > 21O -
n:Awe if the Sldying af e FAtmfes is ot yet

' iis-pachatds n:aiay’ﬂm awar it Hahd: > Bat howem

he) as. o cthao! r £eng;4-abont whicn
m&»bcﬁrﬁo m@h ipofiive:Oonolisfions, : many
‘hings. zmay:mn éfu rthiw dgﬁm[f and %ﬁ
Tmns 3Q veining zoa:tho Indrth andithe & orkd
datk {Elﬁn&thmgndﬁi\\{b afiuover notr Ndforr aonb
Lawd,feants to forabaden Diftrefsnnd -Codanrity, tohé
Broteghanm € hur bes! m:guv:mbri "Bhe' Britife Natiek
has--beefiforca-dong Timethe preak. Butwarf ofithe Kek
ﬁarnatmu, :m&dhmﬂ rbe{nbdued; thelother Profeflant:
Raomers;in' Eaihpe‘tbmld,rb ne Meingbe d Matchsfor
&maym:brdhqnﬁmgeh wlmmmncd mgethcx:‘sﬂ;md
dnWRNT v ’Hl‘.\'-n‘,i" dta maTi 237 Y vy o
1-‘ Timwndoh fi ng this Eadnsalroddy pak,.are:
11 a:ﬁrpng andlaar Light, i ghat excellent 1 reatifb.. L 4
temptda ({ﬁtfgrdxmrg,l’rgyfr oy the le
tm wfnc \ me,when I wrote this D
e" imron w Revie of itfi nce,ﬁna ‘fuch a Seal’oﬂ
ﬁa!s s Yfuppofe-the prefént degerierae Stite of 1he
d Oh uivesh maybedxpated ari the Authior’s Sohéme
thaethe %mﬂ ‘for hd yspPag.  r25, % " FR
o ﬁsﬁﬂhﬂdgﬁ\mhml‘«vmnn in Seripture, that thiewet

- et re gzauthe.waﬁ '
‘2 ?ﬁﬁ her e:nl?%?y he moﬁ vnolgnt g;gglcqf Satan 3
* "< hisAdirerehts;’ mOppoﬂtlon to prue Religion, &c.  An

< fome Parts of :the Church may* fuffér Thmgsm
&< this Conflict.”



8 The B othmois Anfiven tothé Queflion,
ot wmldopaffw diftrafling Séene of Beifecu-’

n
:;!oﬂ; tht ¢ “gll ¢he reformed . Chirches: : Tt gives

memo: o bcfa. v iof :¢vil Tidings, ‘nor’

wanld I-halce: abont fuithre. Events:;

#’:‘I 'muft fay, our p Blk'k Aﬂ‘mm acdark: Afpa&.
he Nation we sie with in War, i3 .numeious, :

1 and pohuh\f ‘rqnick abounds with. Men;: snd:
the King' oommands:38: many-.as he' ploakes  imro : tha.
I:dd;onrevayﬂm{howkﬂmx&lf ﬁn u aiv

tions ;; and -his' being it ablodute
greatA ‘in Pint of - Seqrecy and. Drfpm:h

Ovr old Friend. and Ally »@Q&em\uﬁlﬁmgmy,r
]Iﬂ!"j(m'l!d' the King.of" Frmfaa, -and\ b far 25 we tan

judge-from her Condult, deﬁgn vel forfakn by shatever:
plaafible Pretences, fhe may:make: o the: Contra:
uys “No- ether Conftruftion .can be puven: berdaiting-
Enenny;. when at ‘Wir with s, ju the’

M‘ahner fhe “has . done ;. No ?‘u’ owesin- Ewrope; undei’
er Qbligatiens:to :heBrmﬁNumu;ﬂma all the:

we have Beén engaged in, fince the Accellibniof.
ng Milliam, havé beén undertaken in Favoar'of the

Foufe of Auftria: . Eouifbeurg, thit mmportass: Fortéefs;'

was' given up, that the  Plices the Hing. of France had:

taken from ber in Flanders, tig bereﬁor&d 'yer now:

fhe hasforfaken nsat-aweritical c; andwhat.may

we then ;:,pge{gmm othzuf’a}z:_;@ Po';?rs. Spain ap-
pears wa a fawexrtable n

gf declaring agnin!mm.ﬂe King of. Pw‘agg P‘(’;?.?eg

bf Saxony) by a ftrange Turn of Pokitics, feems in-
¥

ined to efpoufc the Intereft of f" rance, TheConpec-
figns of the King of the two ﬂmlm arc fucb that be
will: readily join their Confederscy baps the
K"mg of. Sardmxa,wﬂl be ob mz .or ftand newter,
0 bis ownDeferice. - When to 'th;s,wea&d tbeCoIdhej},
ﬁynovkmrfcwi&xwhmhwe are treated by fome of our
voteftant Alligs ; it gives the Sination of our pnbh@k

Affairsa datggerow tbrcatnmg Afpe&, And

3L mea ™ r® Ny T? oz
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o D Darafthe Night, &eva N T 2g
- And. if we: caftimir Eypesoniithe-Britih: Gobnies: it

America, Things look fill'darker. - All our Schamass

 hitherto prove ‘unfucce(sful; aur. Enemias,o fmalk ahd
contempuble ds..theic Numbers appeared to. ys,. eveéry
where get the-Advanmge: ‘Braddoct's mournful De-
fear- laft Year; :hus bean - astonded with, a Topin -of.
deftru@tive Confequences: : *Tis:not éafy to-conceive;:
what we have fuffered from: the harbarous Natives inder!
the Jafuence and by the Alldtanceof theFreath-; fcarce.
a Paper from theSoubbward bt bringsAccounts of neve:
Deprieduations & Murders:. .. Whit ruinous Confequene"
ces may we.cxpedt from. the Lofi of Ofwegs 2 Whatan:
Advantage is herehy. put-intor.the Enemy’s :Hond ;1 the::
Lake wholly. at ther Command,where we have:expend-,
cd fach Sums.’ . Qur Shipping,.drtillery; with the other:

- Warlilte Stones and Provsfions, which we Bad canveyed:
there with geess Coft -and. Lidbour; all. fallen intp thes
Hands of the Enemy; to be.employed againfi-us - All
the fae Country adjacent, lok:; and the few ndiansichat -
have hithesto contmucd i dur Friend/bip, will probably-
ferfake-us ;" and thofe thathaveremained. neuter, joinin
with the Enemy. ; for now feéms verified the Oblervas;:
tion they ‘made in 2 fate-Eredy., av: Albany, < The:-
« French ak like Men, build Forts and defesd, them, ;-
< }!)nt thﬁTn Q/l'afftllkel knﬂ’;mb,";w[: R RN IS

anx Tidings of latg, like Feb's Me(fongers, come. -
in thick Sncceflion, one afted another. “In the Midft of -
our- Lamehtations for the fad Eate of Ofuwego, conps.the -
melancholly News, of. Port:Mahen’s beingtaken: The::
Lofs of aFartrefs: fo imgmm; of fuch Confequenceto-
e s Admavags o ity s b
ives fo muchAdvantage to y,muft be axceeding:
g;vm, bighly aggravited by the. difgraceful Circumftan -
ces u’ﬁch"itﬁ:&.it; the Ferment into which it has
thrown the Nation; and the Hting Difhonpur done to. -
the Britifh, Fiag.: I fhall ledveit to the Pokticians of
the D3y, to point tut .the Caufe -of thofe fore: Calami- -
i . S ties,



36 The Watchrads Aufiver to the Queflion,
dhes; -and makte but one:Remack, whielimaft beiobvious
o all fericus and thinkingoBerfons:. . i1 .0 Y

’

i TwaT! our Misfortunes have come upon-us; in firch’

aMimnery s7plainty to poirrious the Hand of God shere~

in';- ‘and fltows us, titatourPDependunce noar oven i~

dvm 8 Sirength, whitd by our Sins, we’engagé Heavan'
i 1€ us'vain axitvisifinful -+ We have been greats
ly difpofed *vo'boutt of ssur-luperioe :Strengsh by - Sed
and glory' i our: Fleatsy: as™/ fore ‘Refuge in 2 Fimes
of Datrper ;- but'even:theylive fieddrs,sanbat a Sei- -
fon,when:we ioft naeded theirHelpahd-feemedtoshave:
the highét Reafeid bf» Dependance @ jon them: v Fhis-
might. feree 1o cute 68 of dwenlnfdelitpandevain Canp”
dence;;and véach us ou‘r»»‘ehtige@h:{enwhm op G, and
how great our Danget Is, whilethis Haad is foevidently
firewched forth - againft ws. - Qur Expedition to Crozuns’
Faihs?wiltpwﬁa y aguin; Lilteithe Re®t of our Bchemes, ¢
phove abortrve.” T hiefe, Fhings, wgesher with our dr..
vided Councifs,"and: dilatery: Metbods. of Prodeeding, -
make the Sitwation of public'Affairs, 1ook excoeding dan~
gerous, and-imay well alarm .our Fears, as tawhatis.com-
ing o out Nation, and Country.----And if'we confider.
the. prefene' State of - the Proteffant Churches; wil it not.
tend: 16 increafe our datk’ Apprelienfions on-this Head >
What mournful Dectenfions; “as - o Dyétrine, Dif«
cipline, and pradticah Godliicfs. !, Gent his evidendly
withdrawa $ig Spirit ;---a fad-Decay; acto vital Piety, .
is almoft every where lamtetitably vifible 32Ar Midnighe -

- Secusityrifeeny Yo have falkén -on the Churches:ju-t

Botls-Misifhees and Peoplt; Saines andSimers, Aanber |
and fewp. L Tusdieity abownals. theLovévef many waces
cabd==:Laskewarmnefs and  Indifference, . n:. fpivicasl 3
and'- divife "Things ; Want of' Afle@iqursta Geod .2

Chift; v5-the Triths and Ordinances.ofs the Golpel; ~

are’ growirig: ¥ift .on thie Proféflobs of dis e +Fbeis

T Binps-that remain are juftveddy do die, and our Barkss

are not Pind: perfelt- befons XGodswi-T b Gofpel, "éngir
od - . ; a
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d7hat of the \Night, &c. . . T 31
all its Gloties, .grow more ;and; mbre: contemptible . in’
the Eyes of Sinners,: and:-1efs pretiqusin thé Eyes of
Saints.--'The Lord’s-Day, public: Werfhip, and Ordic
nances. of -Jiis Houfe, difregarded and flighted ;2s-’Ehe
Minifters of the. Gofpel tréate wigh:Contempt by many,
with foo muckNegled andDifregard by ull; :theirPerfons
and Families peorly fupported, theitCharacter and Office
little reverenced, and the smpoktant Meflages they.bring,
uadervalued and réjeGed. - How - widely different: are
Things in this. Refpe&, from what they,-were fin- the
Memory. of- many now alive - How little of - that Re-
verence -and - Efteem for. tbe’ miniflerial’ Charafler,
which was fo reiarkable amonig. dur : Foresfathers, isto
be feen in our Day; and thefe, Things are. 'waxing
worfe and worfe..: - Whether this asifes from Declenfions
ammong Miniflers ot People, o both, it maft be efteem-
ed a‘'dark Symptom om:the Ghurchs . Time woyld fail
me, to_ {peak;of,the moutnful Growth of :Infideliry,
Profanenefs; and: all kind of abomimable Tmmoralities :
And ;when we canfider thefe ‘Things, have we .inot
Reafon to.fear, that God will purify his Ghanches:in
she Furnace, that they :may:ceme forth: as Gold tried
and refned? an we éxped, that fo'much Drof
and Cor ruption, as is now found among: ws,zwill be purg-
ed" off any: athen Way ? ‘Lhie Popi/b - Powers may “be
dffered vo unite their: Strenyth, to.prevail, ind icarryall
before them for'aSeafon ;- tofuy, or ftlence the faidiful
WitneffEs of Cheifi; Yo rejoyee, and fend Gifts, ns if the
Day was their- o, aind 0%imaginé they: havé Nothing
to fear ﬁnm-:theui,x_w}gb;nié'd, ¥o tdriment thed YDy awd
Night. -Fhis, asit will be thelafEffort of héManiof
S, anithisAdferents, maff, probably; beone'of the
moft defpecbie Hitarks, Bd hastever madednidie:':Rrs .
Jormad . Ghurchés, i Satan wilkfeenvta be Jooféd: from
She potsomlsfe-Pit,iind will cdmeih greatWrath bivdufe
g Titod idherts-: But, blefii& bedtolh;thal: nslivill be
i Time of great Darknefs & Diftrefs,yet it will foonbe -

*™ over,

.t



- 32 The Watchntans Anfiwérto the Dueftion,
«aveds'” «'The trmmphing of thre Enenties of Chritt,willi e
“fhort, 7 Whea they think them{elves moft fecure, and that
there dre none to oppofe theirDefigns, fiddenDreftruction
Sball comie uponthem, as onul¥ oman inTravail,and the
Jballnot efcape. When thes# horeof Babylon,or myﬂké
Romehall fay, Ifit as @ Qlieen, am noH idow,and fhall
Jfeend Borrows ; thenherDoom:-draws nigh; ber Plagues
Joallcome in one Day ; Death, Mourningd Famine ;
and foe. fball be utterly burntwithFire *, "Happy fhall
they then be, who have come out from ber,and are no¢
" Partakers of her Sin, that they may not:raceie of her
- Plagues. 'The Deftru&tion of iAntichrift, will not be
~ at once ; yet on the Refurredtion'and Fvaltation of the
Witnelles, he thall - receive 4. deadly % sund, of which
he thall never be healed; but confume awdy by thé
Breath of Chrifi’s. -Mouth, and Brighinefs of bis
- Coming. - Suchi fudden'and -awful Judgments will then
- be briought upoh bim,’ad fhall affrighten the Ref? of the
World, and catfe themto give »'G%or  to God. 'This,
with the paffing. away of the fecond #ve, in the Over-
throw -of theTur kifb: Empire, 'will opena Door for that
glorioks Spread of' the Gufpel promifed in the latter
é)ayr. Thethird 4 vnder the founding of the feventh
" . Angel, Which. cometh quickly, will iffue mn thie final afid
complete Deftruction of Antichrift; and Confufion:of all
the mplicable Enemies of the Church, - .‘Then fhall bk
heard great Voices . Heaven, and theij2yful Sound will

{predd far and wide ontheEarth; faying, The Kingdoms .

of thit World are become:ithe Kingdems  of our Lord)
\ind bis Chrift, and be fhall' reign. for ever and evert.
“Then, My : Brethren, tho> wé may be: entering on the
darkefl,-and moft gloamy Parvof. the Night, ‘which. his
coitinued. fo long, we may lift up oui:Heids with Joy,
our: 1 Saleation draws near. - 'The Night is. far {flnf,
and the Day'is at Hand. . "Thé Morning cometh, and
will uther:in a:glorions Day, wheh the: Sun-of Rightew
cTs T gl e T e oy RefE
. ® Rev. xviii. 7, 8.+ Rev. xii 14, 150
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What -of the Night, &c. o
oufnefs fhall arife,and difpel the dark Clouds which now -
hang: over his Church, become a Light to the Gentiles, .
and @ Glory to God’s Pesple Ifrael ; when the Lightl
of the Moon fhall be as the Light of the Siin, and the:
Light of the Sun fevenfold as the Light of feven Days ¥, .
This Day of the Churches Profperity, .is_to continue,
for a Thoufand Years ; fome g;pofe, ‘prophetically.
taken, 360,000 Years, that Chrift may have a longer, -
Reign, and greater Number of Subje@s, than the Prince:
of Darknefs has had ; but thismay be accomplifhed ing
the Space of 1000 Years, (literally taken) of fuch Péace;
ard Profperity as the Church wirl' then enjoy, when the
Increafe of Mankind will .be fo much greater, and thein.
Deftriction fo much lefs than at otheg Times | . Some:
fuppofe Chrift will rei rfonally here onEarth, during’
thei[; 1000 Years, an t‘:zt his bodily Prefence will be,

the Glory of his Church ; that the Saints, or, at leaft,,
the Martyrs, will be raifed from the Dead, and reign
with him. - But fuch perplexing Queftionsand Difficul4
ties, are ftarted on this Head, as I have never yet {cen
anfwered ; and fince it is reprefented as a greater Bleffing
to the Church, to have Chrift interceding in Heaven,
and the Prefence of bis Spirit on Earth; I fee no Reas
fon, either to defire or expedt it. ’Tis expediens (fays
Chrittt) That I go away ; for, unlefs I go, the Com~
Jorter will not come. unto you. . Witheut pronouncing
any Thing decifively, about the exad Circumftances of,
thefe glorious Times, and. the Mdnner in which they
will be brought on, I will only fay, That it feems evi-
dent, by the prophetic DefcriPtion given of thofe Times,
that their Glory will confift in the univerfal Promotion
. of true Chriftianity and real Religion, in the Gofpel’s
having its genuine Effec? on the f‘learts and Lives of
Men ; fuch as were before bhateful, and hating one a-
nother, will then have Hearts glowing with Love toGod,
#* Ifai. xxx. 26. i See this particularly illuftrated in
the Treatifs above mentioned,Page 47 & 48. % Jobnxvi. 7. .



34 The Watchman's Anfwer to the Queftion,

-and one another ; fuch as were before the Plagues
and Pefts of Society, will then become its Ornament,
Delight and Defence ; fuch as were before fierce and
favage; malicious: and revengeful, barbarous and cruel,
will then becore kind - and gentle, courtcous and for-
giving, meek and humble. "T'he Lyon will be turned
into the Lamb ; and there fbail be Nothing to offend

in God’s boly. Mount. When fupreme Love to God,
and undiffembled, Affetion to one another, reign, it will
produce univerfal Harmony and Peace. Wars & Con-
tentions, angry Jars'and Difputes, will ceafe; the Lamb

Soall lie down with the W olf, and the Nations of the
Earthwill learn?¥ arno more.. .SuchagloriousChange,
in fuch a corrupt gpoftate World, can be brought about
by Nothing fhort of ‘a plentiful, out-pouring of the Spi-
rit of all Grace, who has immediatc Accefs to the Hearts
of the Children of Me, by his enlightning, purifying,
and all-conquering Influences.” That the Change will
begin here.; that without #bis, all Means muft prove in«

efual ; and that this is fufficient to effe& it, might
be eafily proved. . - Such abundant Effufion of the di

. vine Spirit; will open an ¢ffectual Door for the Go(l:gcl R
~ to have free Courfe and. be glorified, which no Man fhall
be able to fhut. . A preached Gofpel will: be attended

with fuch Ljfe and Prwer,as will fubdue and foften the
hardeft Heart ; it vill thine with fuch Light & Glory,
as that the Remainder of Pagan, Popifp & Mahometan

Darknefs, will flee before it, as the Shadows of the

Night before the rifingSun. Thelnhabitants of theEarth

thall be filled with the fpiritual Knowledge of God and

Chrift, as the Waters cover the Sea:; Converfions

will be greatly multiplied; Sinners will flock to Chrift,

as Clouds, and as “Doves to their Windows ;~--it will.

feem as if Naticns were bornin a Day : Then will
God remember Mercy for his ancient People, the Fews.
"They fhall be brought in with the Fullnefs of the Gen-

1 Ifai, xi. 9.

- tile



What of the Night, &c. - 35

tile World, which will be Life from the Dead *. This
is exprefly promifed |, The Children of lfrael fball a-
bide many ‘Days without a King, and a Prince, with-
out a Sacrifice, Image, Ephod, &c.  Afterwards fhall
they return, and feek the Lord their God, and David,
their King. ‘'Thenmay it be faid to the Church, Arife ;
Shine forth ; for thy Light is come, and the Glory of -
theLord rifenis upon thee ; bisGlory fhall be feen upen
thee, and the Gentiles fhall come to-thy Light, and
Kings to the Brightnefs of thy Rifing *.

PRINCES and Potentates, 'wi%l, I imagine, par-
take of this plentiful Effufion of divine Grace, whereby
Kings hall be made nurfing Fathersg& Queens nurfing
Mbthers o the Church 4, difpofed to caft their Crowns
at the Feet of Fefus, and employ all their fuperior Ad<
vantages for the Honour of  his Name, and Advance-
ment of his Caufe ; and with what ftriking Beauty and
Force will Religion then fhine, when recommended by .
fuch diftinguifhed Examples ! .

MinisTERS of the Gofpel, will doubtlefs have
a dsuble Portion of the Spirit, whenitis {o remarkably
poured forth. "They will then be like the .4ngel {poken
of in Revelations, who flew through Heaven, baving
the everlafting Gofpel.  They will fly on the Wings of
Zeal and Love, to publifh the Wonders of divine Grace
to a loft and ruined /#5r/d.  And their Meeknefs, Hu-
mility and Wifdom, will be equal to their Zeal. How
different in that Day, will be the Preaching, Conver-
Jation and Examples of Minifters, from what we now
behold ? And what glorious Effeéts may be expeted
from the Gofpel, when it is publithed by thofe whofe
Hearts are {ull of a Senft of its Excellency, Truth and
Importance ; and when this fbines forth in their Lives.
Alas! how littlc do we know of this in the prefent Day 2 .
what a mournful withdrawment. of the (Eviﬁg‘Spirit! :

: ‘ _E 2 L our

* Rom. xi. 15. | Hofea'iii. 4, 5. - * Thi. Ix, 7, 25 3

: + Ifai. Ix. 16.

’
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our' Werds freeze between'our Lips ; the divineArt of
«geaching the Heart, and alluring Souls to Chrift js de-
.parted from us. Long experienced Unfuccefsfulnefs
vdamps -our Spirits ; we f] gs thofe that expedt 1o /a-
rbour. in vain, and [pend our Strength for Nought.

. " CHRISTIANS, in general, will be favoured with un~
s ufual Communications of divine Grace, and /fhine, as
wduights in the World. 'There will be fomething -con-

vvincing - and alluring in. their Example.: That mcan, -

~ low, fordid Temper, that contentious, jangling, quarrel-
dome Spirit, which now appears in moft Prafeffors, ob-
vdcures the Beauty of our holy Religion in the. Eyes of
» Strangers, and is one of the greatet Obflacles 1o the
_ Spread of the Gofpel. But when true Religion comes to
. be properly exemplified in the Lives of Chriftians, there
will appear fuch a Charm, and Excellency in it, as will
iftrike and- allure the Behbolders, and have a peculiar
.Tendency to propagate it throughout the 7#orld.
" Fawmivries will then, ’tis probable, be as remarkable
- for being Nurferies. of Piety, as they now are for bein

< Deenes of Diforder, Corruption, and Vice ; when Chil- -

rdren will indeed be trained up for God, and come on

~ <the Stamge of A&ion with Hearts animated with Love
220 him; and to all Mantind, and glowing Defires of be-
«ing diftinguifhed Bleflings in their Day.

.. PuBLick ScuooLs, and Seminaries of Learning, -

- will %i'obably become Seats remarkable for Firtue, and

. Lrue
and diflu

~fhall make glad: the City of our Ged. 1 hint at thefe
; Things, as probable Means whereby the glorious De-
-figns of God’s Grace will be carried on, in the. latter
Day, that with our fervent Prayer, we.may urjite our
i garneft Endeavoyrs for their Accomplifhment. -~
-, WHAT a glorious Change will {oan be produced,
when Geg fhall vifit thefe cé:k Abodes, with (Ex,ch P]i?'ni
’ . ’ ’ - tiu

gl:'fion ; where it thall fhine with divine Luflre;-.
, e its benign Influence far .and wide : From
sthofe Fountains thus purified, will lifue Streams that- .



T hat of the Night, &e.- . - 37
tiful Effufions of his Spirit | What a newFace of Things.
muft then appear in the moral Werld. Behold I cre-
etz a new Heaven, and a new Earth ; be ye glad, gad
rejoice, for ever,inwhat I create, for I creatquﬁlon
a Rejoicing, and her People a foy*. My Heart is,
inlarged on' this delightful Subje@t, but having greacly

- tranfgrefled my Bounds, T muft conclude with.a.ycry,'
brief Addrefs, ta My Reverend. and dear Bretbren, ia.
the Golpel, who are convened on the prefent Occafion. .

1/2. ﬁ:’r us prepare for dark and diftrefing Times,
if God fhould fee fit to bring them on the Church m:
eur Day. -~ - S
Tuo’ it be not for us.to know the Times and Sega-
Jons which Ged bas referved in his own Power ; ,yg;'_
when he is ‘both by his /#ord and Providence, giving -
Intimations of -approaching Judgments, we ought, like -

- Noah, to be moved. with Fear, and prepare to meet-
them. This' may efpecially. be expected of us, who -
are appointed as /#atchmen, to give warning to others. -
Tho’ we can’t pretend to penetrate into the Counesl of ) —+
Heaven, as to future Events, yet be that runs, may,
read the prefent threatning.4/pec? of divine Providence ;
the Joud Calls God is giving to the #7srld, and. tq his -
Churches, to prepare to meet him : He fpeaks once ; .
yea, twice ; and that in a moft folemn & moving Man- .
ner ; tho’ few regard him. The Cloud gathers thick
and dark upon us ; our Nation and Land, filled with
Sin againft the holy one of Ifrael ; challenging God to -

- vindicate the Honour of his Majefty ;---engaged in War .

with an ambitious, politic & warliteNation, ftrengthned .

. by a powerful Confederacy,---a Nation that has long

. been drunk with the Blood of the Saints ;-<-our Coun- .

cils and divided Schemes, turned into Foolifbnefs ; our-.

vain Boaflings and groundlefs Expe&ations, repeatedly
difippointed. Have we not then Reafon to tremble,
for Fear of thofe Things that are coming upon us ?

: C L i - .. Should .

* I v, 17,08 0 0 T
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Should our Enemies, enraged as they have been, and
flufh’d with #1&ory as they now are, be fuffered to
preyail, and put in Execution their wicked Defigns, to
fill with Defolation and 7 ve, with the direful Effeéts
of popifb Bigotry, & lawlefs Tyranny, this once happy
Land, whicf% has fo long been diftingnithed with: Peace
and Plenty, with Gofpel Light and Liberty ; what a
lamentable Scene would-it open! and what can we ex-
?&, but that Fudgment will begin at the Houfe of God.

he #atchmen will doubtlefs firft be attacked ;---the’
Shepherd [mitten, that the Sheep may be fcattered.
‘What are we better than our Fathers ? than the glorious
"Train of Martyrs, who have fealed tbeir'T%ﬂimony
with their Blood ; and why. fhould we expet to die
quietly inour Nefts ? And are we, My Brethren, pre-
red for fuch trying Times as may foon come upon us ?

s Chrift, his T ruths, and # ays, dearer to us, than our
 Lives ¢ And can we freely facrifice the /atter in De-
fence of the former ¢ Should we who are Leaders in
Chrift’s Army, give back, and cowardly deferz the glo-
rious Gaufe wherewith we are entrufted, our Guilt and
Condemnation would be exceeding great.  This would
be to cruc‘i{y the Lord afrefb, and put bim to open
Shame, and for fuch there remains no more Sacrifice
Jor Sin, but a certain looking for of Fudgment, and frery
Indignation. ' v

. WE may, perhaps, in a warm Mood, like Peter fay,
Tho all Men Jorfake thee, yet will not we. But have
we that Self-denial, Faith and Love, that would carry
us thro’ the fery Trial, bear us up under all the Variety
of Tortures, which the Wit and Malice of our Enemies
may invent ? It muft be Love, flronger than Death,
fuch as many Waters cannot quench. - We are loudly
called in this Day, to. ffand with our Loins girt, and
Lamps burning ; to have all our Graces, in a lively
vigorous Exercife ; our Evidences for Heaven clear,
that we may be ready, if the Lord fhould come as a
: -+ Refiner’s
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Refiner’s Fire, and Fuller’s Soap, to purify the-Sons of
Levi *,  Let us continually Jook to the Author & Fi-
aifber of our Faith, and be animated cheerfully to fifer
with him here, under the glorious Profpeét that we fhall
reign with him for ever. Do

2d. Witn what Pleafure fhould we look forward to
the joyful Period, when the Kingdoms of this World
fhall become the Kingdoms of our Lord, & of bis Chrift;
and how ardently fhould we long and pray, for theAp-
proach of it ? I ‘ :

Tuo’ many 7 rials may yet await us, and we fhould
be cail’d off from theStage, before the®Darknefs of the
prefent Night be paft; yet it muft be a delightful Tho’t,
that the Morning cometh, and will uther in a glorious
‘Day to the Church, when the Cau/e of Truth and Ho-
linefs, Peace and Purity, fhall univerfally prevail, in
Oppofition to all the Herefy and Wickednefs, Tumults.
and Corruptions, which -have -hitherto overfpread the
Earth ; when the Prayers of ‘the Saints in all Ages, for.
the Profpersty of Zion, fhall be anfwered, and the glo-
rious T hings fpoken of her in the facred Oracles, be
fully accomplifhed. - . R

WE, indeed, may be laid in the filent Duft, before
this bleffed Day appears ; but we can now behold it,
as Abrabam faw the Day of Chrift; and if we are pof-
fefled of the fame excellent Spirit, fhall rejoice anc}l)o be
exceeding glad. An Heart touclhed with a dutifulSenfe
of God’s Honour and Intereft, can’t but be pleafed,
that he will be highly glorified in this apoffate /#orld,
where he has been infolently affronted, and provoked,
for fo long a Time : Such muft feel fome peculiar E-
motions O%,Joy. - 'While fome f’ag with the Pfalmif?,
in Faith, be thou exalted, O ! God, above the Hea-
vens, and thy Glory above all the Earth .- -To a
Soul animated with unfeigned: Love. to, -and “zealous
Concezn for, the Caufe and Kingdom of the dear Re-
' ) deemer,
* Mal, iii: 2, 37 - + Plim cviii.- 5, :
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deemer, how delightful the Profpect !-i-that Le will cne
“Day, have the greateft Intercft in the Hearts of Men;’
take to bimfelf Power, and Reign from FLand to Land,
- and Sea to Sea ;. that his bleffed Gofpel, which is now

treated with Scorn and Contempt, by loft and e-ifhing’
Sinners, fhall triumph over all the gppoﬁﬁon of Earth
‘and Hell, have free Cour/e and be glorified, throughsut
2he World. § S o
- O wHar a refréfhing, what a reviving Thought !
that thefe Regions of Darknefs, Guilt and Mifery, fhall
be filled with fpiritual Light, Lifeand Joy. The pre-

fent langmﬁmt% State of true Religion, is, indeed, dif=
th

trefling ; -and the more fo,'when we confider, that it
may poffibly ‘continue to the End of our Lives : But
how pleafing the Contemplation, that it will certainly
be revived, and flourifh, tho’ among future Generati-
ons ; that God fhall be’ ferved and glorified, by our
Poferity, in a far berter Manner than he has ever been
by us. And that a Pesple-which fball be created,fball
prgffe the Lord §. "Fhis may folace us, under the near

¥iews of approaching: Death, if, with good old Zacob, -

we can fay to our Children, e die, but the Lord will
be with you 1. - As a believing View of Zion’s further
Profperity and Gloz, fhould: fupport and comfort us,

er our prefent: Labours and Trials ; fo it fhould
enlaige our Hearts, in conftant, fervent Supplications
to the Throne of Grace; that it may be accomplithed:

‘The Reprefentation I have given, of the exceeding cor<

rupt and degenerate State' of the Church, with other
dark Profpedts in the prefent Day, fhould be fo far frony
difcouraging, that it fhould:greatly: enliven and-animate
our Prayers ; partly, as it tends to give us.an- affefting
Senfe of our entire Dependance on God, for {o great a-
Mercy ; and the utter Tnfificiency of all Means for the
. Revival, and general’ Spread of true Religion in the
" World, without 2 plentifp

. ; . o 7]
Palm ci. 38, ' © 1 Geno alviil, 28,

ul Effufionof the divine Spiric-¢



B ofa R

mat gf‘tbt‘ Ngbf &C“".‘... © 4! "

And; pard y, becaufe Infdely and Wickedpe§s have

arrive eat an Height, am} Rel'ggorr is broughﬂ
to fo. low an Ebb, that it feems’ asn T were come
xo the lajiExtremdy, and that it wgsa fit ]gs é for {io& '
r, and difplay the Greitnefs of his, Powe‘r& I.ovc!
g lnefs, ‘to'his Church, to convince the World,
that theGates of Hell fbajl nat prevail a,ghmﬂ‘ ber, In-
ﬁad therefore of dcfponﬂmg, under the prefent foom;g :
Fppearam'e of Things, -let us- be awa,kneq g;eater .
ervency in Prayer, and look forward with iniore ¢ar eﬂ‘
tions, far the Dawn of that glorious Day, w
the whole Earth /Irall be filled with the Howlzdge oj‘
the Lord. - And tho’ he fhould < cqme as a Refiner’sFire,
to purge and purify his Churches, ini the ‘Furpace,of Afr
ﬂtgnn, yet let us; wnth unncd Heam, fa?', Come Lord
Fefus ; come qwcélj
Finarry,' Let us be awalned' iy this” dark an& ‘
difficult Day, 10 a- faithful zealous' ‘Difcharge of the
Duties. of our Smmns It wouldb ad ndeed if, at
fuch a_time, we ghould do the l;'  the. Lord
carelefly and deceitfully ;if by qurShoth an fl rce,
we fhould increafe the deplorablc Darknefs and Dead-
nefs, which is-already on the’ Cburcée:, and fuffer the
Caufe of God to- f ¢ in our Hands, ~"We Have” gvery
Motnve o awaken, our. Zeal, agxd quxcken our , Dil-
ence, in our ea,t Work. What we ' £ind to.do for
od, the Souls.of our Hwers, and our bleeding Counz
trj, we fhould, mﬂlch 3 Day a§ this,- do with al’ our
Allow mein Particular, to prefs the Neceffity
anf mportance of ur unxt out moft vigorous Attempt
for a thorougb Refbr ation, - This is what

.we fedin our, ud:catory, and to whnch we unani-

moufly agreed, viz. " 'That we would not only explain,
and. warmly prefs.in, aur ic ‘D;/Z'owﬁ:, the Necefe

fprmattpn, but axert ourfelves in.our feveral
& res qf uencey to brmg i, about. - “This is what

is ot evidently and loudly -calling us to, in the
R O prefent
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orefent Day. . He Has of late been gmng extraordmary
;V arnings, of im'pending Judgments, b hey Winds,

braeternatural . Tnundations, and: te i’artbqaah}
sn divers Pldc(.r. “The Frame of Nature feems to havé
been caft into a tferibling Diforder, ac the Approach of
an dng ¥ God, and-a¢ it were in Aftonijthment, folemnl

to'call 'on. the Inhabx;ants of a guilty World, to rtpmg
and return, before his, Wrath comes ypon‘ them  t6 ﬂie
utmoi’t “The Difpledfiire _of {Heaven Has been-once
and again teffified’ agamﬁ our Natioy and Eand. -We
have. felt the Rebukes of an mceﬁfcdDe Tht:'cmfi
of all which Calamltxes, is notoriqus’ aﬁ evaem 1o all]
. Whohave amy die Senfe of God on their Minds; or be=
Jlev that he rules among the Children o ]ilm. b

s opén y and publickly affronted 3:-:-tis Name ufed: and -

: proyhaned,mt emoft atheiftica/Manner =-His Laws vie
olated ;---his’ Authority def] 1f<:d z<:the lotd Calls of
is #ord and Pramdence 51 afde& {ieand “alb the
Riches of his Grace,'in” the'Go 5:1 Riphtedl ;o-i-whilk
Profamty and Infidelity, Luxury. ucbery, Pride
reﬁx'on, n without. Confrqul amopg ‘thdfe
that € ho Prete ofis to Religion: * ﬂecag’ inFa;ﬂr
Love and Zeal,'a Copformiity to the World, amd
}uﬁ o’ Tpititual and ivine Th{ngs, ufe vifible, am} 1:’
mentable, among its Profefors.” Thefe Thingé Ha&re
Kindled the .An ¢t of Heaven 'agaitift us, ahd jeeds
tuqu‘ awa] ut his avengl % nd 'is, firéte oht

' % It not God p ‘tbe ofe THings ¥
WE be not be aveng ged on on Ie m‘tbu : :

Wwe éxpedt, that aIl ‘the’ public Coﬂfé
Aufhogf& and, Gove mmpgné will be ﬁff&d By’ Wﬁﬂl&ﬁt

Tokené of hit'dn eé}ﬂf ﬁnmerzt nléfs egenta\{ﬁg‘ did

efqrmaﬁon {h
T fs well kiiown, that Fhave fiot &eq bac k‘% %
pﬁng the little inﬂuen«: I haye; in anffia n?
. &ry-m#h, to 2 vigorous Defence ofthielr 7./
Zies,ify the ufe-of all properMemi, ﬂd T\#lﬂl it! Wd'é
in
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ip. my Power, to awake in.them a greater Senfe of the
gecq:fﬁty of being alive, and thoroughly engaged in thid
Matter, Buc I muf} ficely dedér’e,'{have no Expec-
wtions of Safety to the Nation or Land, from any of
our. Preparations, till a Senfe of our ‘Dependance on
God,: and a Difpofition to return to him by Repentance
ad Reformation, Prey@ils,v The Fudgments of Heaa
ven are manifeftly on us ; but who lays it to Heart ¢
Whe fuitably regards, the Works of the Lord, and the
Operations of his Hand ¢ We can difcern, qr imagine
we difcern, the Caufe of our Calamities, in the II/%;!{
nefs of ome, the Cowardice of anothér, and the
Treachery of a third, whilft the procuring Caufe of all
isayerlooked and’ forgot. That our Danger 1s gedt,

we

- and near, i$ acknowlédged by all ; but where

look forDeliverance ? Is it not to our viQoriousFleets ?-<
the 7Zifdom of "our’ Commanders ?----the Number and
Bravery of our-Mén? Our mournful Difappointments,
inftead "of curing, do- but 'in‘crea{: our In('ll);elity and
Folly. . Wetan fee the Error of our laf? Scheme, and
determine to rectify it in the next ; almoft every one
imagines, hé could ¢ondu& Matters better, and point out
a Way of Safety, if ‘hé was at the Head of Affairs;
but forgets, that the Race is not to the Swift, nor the

Battle to the String." The Hand of God is diftegar

ded ;---no fuitable Pains taken, to remove the Caufe of
his awful Difpleafire againft us. But till ‘there be

fome public, vifible Humiliation fot, and Reformation
-of; thofe open Abominations, which cry to Heaven for
-Vengeance ; we need not think it firange, if God fhould
-fend Tuch a Spirit of Confufien into all our Councils ;---

fuffer, Tuch érofé'l'ﬂfeny?f,mutua17Ealouﬁe: g Diftruft’;
fuch Dirvifions &'Pé‘rpbxitie:', to prevail in ourSchemes,
as‘naturally tend to defeat all our Attempts, and bring

about our Ruin. . Should this, I fay, befal us, it would
be no firange Thing ; ’tis no more than what has fre-
: S O . quen;,ly
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eritly happened €6 a finful, inipenitent People z--nid
g‘gé, t%hn'ﬂighat‘me ha{ejl,'(cafqi \A'{d : expe&,Plf Repen-
gance prevent pot'S,” “We, My Brethren, who are fet
on the &pljs of God’s Ferufalem, 1o give W arning of
approaching Danger, cai't but fee the Neceflty of Re<
Zentence an - Refermation, to avert impending Judg-
ments ;, and fiirely ‘it concerns us, to join in with' the

d}fi_iqn?n .Calls.of divine Providence, and endegvour'ta

awaken 1n all around us, a Senfe of thefe. Things. * The
Eyes of God, Angels and Mer, are “upon us, to ob-
ferve our Condud in this Day of publick Calamity and
Diftrefs.  From us, the beginning and carrying .on,this
o neceffary a Work, s jultly expedied, whofe Obli%hj-.
tions 'to, and Advaritages for it, are great and diftingufh-

. THE Gfory ‘of Gid ; the Intl’rq[t'of Relxglon,th,e ‘

Helfare of our. bleeding Country, and the folemn Ac-
count we muft foon give to our Fudge,call for our diligent
Adivity & Zeal,in this Matter, as well as cyr own'publié
voluntaryAgreemént, that we would. unite our Endéa-,
vours, & exertourInfluence in our feveralStations,for this

" Purpofe; in which we humbly hope, & earnefily defite,

‘that we may be joined by our Brathrén of every Deno~
mination throughout the Land. = The Example and
-Advice of thofe of the [acred Character, we might tea~
{onably expe, would ‘animate Magiftrates, and Heads
of Families, to_éngage in the fame laudable Defign,
prove the Means of bringing about the fo much hecd{d

and with’d for Réformation,-and 10 of faving a finhing

‘Land, from deferved impending Ruin.” Let ‘our At. "

- tempts for this Purpofe, according ta aur Propofal *, be
‘accompanied with extraordinary ,P\Jf'ajter to God, who
B 00 (S A N R

. . H

_.* The.Synod agreed to recommend it to thif'Cbﬁgfgl -

.+ gations, t0 fpend a Partof thelat Thurfday of eve

~  Month, jn extraordinary Prayer to God, on Account of
the diftrefled Situation of our public Affairs, :

4
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hs the Hedrts of ‘all Men ‘inhis'/Fands and b tig
we may be excited anid eneouraged; bya Variog of Mo

tives ; and’in particular, froth aPro Eea of beag join-

d by'-mny'irsfévcm rsvof:the

received fome encouraging Accounts of this

i1 Qdrc B

* thren, in forfie Parts’ of NewE ; have \er sz
hudable Examplé, in thi¢ Refpedt, and“-‘I‘lpcPe}mem

[Q

Zeal and Forwardnefs, will: - very. miahy; aad
o Giod b0 ot owia Spvit o Proyy- sed
Supplication; -of - Repentance and: Reformation; ont Mii~
nifters and People *, we ought'toefteem it a 'Tabeks for:
Good ;-—it- fhould animate’ sur: Prayers ;---envigorate:
our Hopes ;<--dnd-enliven all ourAtvenmprs for:theBafety:
a’ﬁd-’]‘)éﬁwe'cra‘ eranice- of our Countryi: . And -while Wé.are:
opening to our People a dark Scene, from the ‘cryin

Sins, and diftrefling Calamities of the Day, to alarm
and -eroufe’ them “from thei? Security - and: vath: Cohfi-

dence ; Ttraft 'we fhall siok fail ‘to dnimate thenr to @

vigorous Defence of their Lives atid Properties,.by fet~
ting before theém all the vHoiff;drs*bf Popery, Slaveryand
Death, which may follow: the widtorious Arms of ouc
antichriftian Foes, onthe one ’Ham’{ ; ‘and on' #be. atHery
all the invaliable- Priviledggi of unadultératied Ghrifti-
anity ; Britifb Liberty ahd ‘Property, in’a delightful

and fruitful Country, which may be the happy Confe- -

quences of our 'vil'gorou/l] exerting our felves to bring
them go honoyra S

infinite Value L'for which ‘e fhduld ‘Bravely refolve,
to fpend our laft Breath, in Prayer ; the laft Penny of
our Eftates, and the laft Drop of our Blood. The
Face of opr.public Affairs has_ indeed hitherto looked,
dart, from a Spiric of Animafity” and Divifion, which

has {pread thro’ theCountry ;-~divided our Councils j---

confufed and greatly weakened all our Schemes. B,
bleffed be God, there is now a2 Fondation:1idy for-our
happy Union under a noble Commander, a Branch of

that

* While I was tranfcribing this Part ofﬁnlz Difcourfe,

nd. |

N N e

le T erms of Peace.~--Priviledges of .

R e S
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46 The Waslingds atnfuwer 30.the Queftion,
thar SlufiniensFansily svhich has fo'long been diftinguifh
od foraheiswarm Attschment 49, and Zeal for; tl;geuﬁé?f
-'lé'gia; | LitRrtfes:BE sheir Conntry., - The. fignal,
seafs:hehas alreadyi gizen, . of his go d Conduit, un~

Joakes, .ok R8ady Attachment to our excel-

Iinti; Conflitition. ; s pesierous difinterefted Love to
the: Brityf. Americdn Gelovies, which induced him to
fubmic.to 4l the Fafiguss: end. Dangers of his. impor-.

- tah Seation; for. cheir. rlécg} joined with all the amigble:
1. sonfpire- toraife him high.,

‘10 our Efteem and Rigard - and muftnatgrally tend to
reiff o rodping Spirits, s enkindle in every Breaft,.
2 noble Andar ta diftinguifh themfelves -in the Service,
#AAMEAGOWy.' "":'..2 ':‘:"\5 SNonor E AR I Lo

STV TN O} QAT ERSS

‘%At dhouldthe fexersk Gofanies harmonsonlly unie,
to firengthen his Hands; and pobly exest themfelves in,

the’ colnmon Caufe, : he might -bey, under God, a happy.
" Infirument of rerrieying, our. fhameful. Loffes, of hggz

‘bling our anibitious :riumghing-f.' ves, and rcftoring Peace
and Franquility to this ‘bleeding: Land, --Which, may.
GOD; iof . his. infinite Mercy, grant, thro’ Jesug,
Curiyst, ouwr Loxn, AMEN. - . .
R B R IR N T U
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