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Being a Day fet apart for folemn Fafting and Prayer, on ‘
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O Lord, awhat fhall 1 fay, wbhen Ifrael turneth their Backs before their
Enemies.  Jof. vii. 8.
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the People of War with thee, and arife, and go up to Ai, Jof. viii. 1.
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%%%HE Subf’cance of what is here oEer—
2T % ed to the Public, was the Ap-
% plication of a Sermon, preach’d i
the former Part of the Day, from Hofea ix.
12. Woe alfo to them, when I depart from
thern 5 which is fupprefled, left it {hould
fwell the Pamphlet too much, and the Dif-
courfe thrown into fuch a Form, as to have
no neccﬂ'ary Dependance upon it.

My conftant Hurry of Bufinefs, made it
doubtful for fome Time, whether, or not,
I fhould comply with the Importunity of
thofeFriends who requeﬁcd this Publication :
Which is the Reafon why it was delayed.

But, when, on farther Refle&ion, I tho’t
it might be 2 Means;of awakening in my
Gountrymeh,fome Senfe of their Danger, and

;s A2 Duty,
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Duty, " in this ‘dark’ and “critical  Day," 1
‘readily confented.

For tho’ this has been, and no doubt
will ftill be done in a better Manner, by
thofe who have more Leifure, and a further
Acquaintance with our political Affairs ; yet,
as it appeard of Importamee, that thefe
Things fhould be fet in various Lights, and
made as public as pofﬁble at fuch a Seafon,
when fo much depends ‘on our being una-
nimoufly alarm’d, to the'Defence of our
Lives and: Propernes ; I chearfully offer this
Mite, fuch as it.is, to-the Abundance others
are doing,’ towards faving thelr Country
from 1mpendmg Rum,
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DISCOURSE, &%

@ have this Day, My Brethren, [angified a

Faft, called a folemn Affembly, to humble

w ourfelves before God, for the crying Sins

eﬁ, of the T'imes; to deprecate impending Judg-

ments, and implore Direction and Affiftance

from Heaven, againft our Enemies, who, by their unrigh-

seous Encroachments, on our Properties, and the Preparations

they are making againft us, feem to threaten the Ruin of
our Country. ,

I prESUME, it will not be thought unfuitable to the
Occafion, to give you fome hiftorical and political
Account, of the Power and Pdlicy of our Enemies, and
their wicked Defigns againft us ; that we may have a
proper Senfe of our Danger, and be excited to our Duty,
in the prefent eritical Funflure. To this Purpofe, it will
be proper we Thould look back to the Source and Spring
of our prefent Troubles ; which are well known to be
the boundlefs Ambition of the late Kings of France, and
their infatiable T4ir after arbitrary Power, and univerfal
Monarchy. ,

WhroeveR confiders, that Franmce, from a fmall and
inconfiderable Kingdom, in a few Centuries, is become
one of ‘the moft numerous and powerful in Europe, and
by what arbitrary and unrighteous Methods, her Dominions
have been extended ; will be convinc’d, that all Encroach-

- B ments
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ments from fuch a dangerous Enemy, fhould be guarded
againft, with the utmoft Precaution. o

In King Henry the VIth’s Time, the Englifh poflefled
a great Part of their prefent Dominions *, and even Paris,
the Metropolis, where he was crowned§. Their Territories
fince that Time, have been vaftly enlarged, and very much
at the Expence of the juf Rights of their Neighbours
efpecially by the prefent reigning Family, who are known
by the Name of the Houfe of Bourbon.----The firft indeed
of this Race, Henry 1Vth, who came to the Throne 1589,
while a Proteftant, difcovered a very different Spirit, from
his degenerate Offspring.---Tho’, from Reafons of State,
he was induced to declare himf{elf a Roman Catholick, yet
he had fo great a Regard to Juftice and Gratitude, as to
eftablifh the famous Edié? of Nantzt, in Favour of the
Protefiants, who had advanced him to the Throne. This
has done more Honour to his Memory, than all the
warlike Exploits, whereby he 2cquir’dthe Name of GrEAT.
But his Succeffors and Pofterity, the Lewis’s, have, for
above one Hundred Years paft, been the Plague and
Scourge ot Europe, and rendered their Reigns intamous,
by perfecuting the Proteftants, in Violation of the moft
Jolemn Engagements; whom Lewss the XIVth, in a Letter
to Cromwel, acknowledged, were fome of the beft and
moft peaceable Subjets he had.

T HE Scheme for abfolute Power, and univerfal Monarchy,
was concerted, in the Minority of Lewis the XIIIth f,
by that haughty and alpiring Minifter, Cardinal Richliex.
By Bribes and Force, depriving the Parliament of Paris
of their Privileges, he endeavoured by every Stratagem,
to render the King abfolute, and to enflave the Subjed ;
envying the Proteflants the Privileges granted them by
Henry IVth, he raifed a fevere Per(%cution againft them;
took away all the Places given as a Security, that the
Editz of Nantz fhould be obferved ; the laft, and; moft

' S importang

® Normandy, Picardy, Champaine, and the Jfe of France.  § 1431,

“} So called, becaufe publifhed in that City, 1598. :
1%, He fuccceded his Father, 1610, at about g Years of Age.
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important of which, wviz. Rockelle, (being fhamefully
forfaken by King Charles the 1ft. notwith{tanding repeated
Affurances of Affiftance) after a terrible Siege of suo
Years, furrendered Offoder 8th, 1628. Here we may
date the Beginning of arbitrary Power, in France. In this
Reign alfo, her Territories were confiderably enlarged,
and the Foundation of her future Greatne/s and tyrannizing
over her Neighbours, was then laid.

Lewis XIVth, beingin the sth Year of his Age, at
the Death of his Father, 1643, Cardinal Mazarine (equally
noted for his Pride and Covetoufnefs) was admitted into
the Adminiftration, who effe¢tually profecuted the Plan
laid by his Predeceflor; rendered the Crown wholly
abfolute ; bereft the Subjects of the little Remains of

Liberty 5 and upon them, and their Pofterity, rivetted -

the Chains of an abject S/avery.

IN the Beginning of his Adminiftration, Frasce made
herfelf dreaded among her Neighbours, by a Series of
Victories obtained in Flanders, againft Spain, under the
celebrated Prince of Conde, at a prodigious Expence of
Blood. Tho', in the End, very little Advantage was
derived from them, yet they ferved to fhow how little
Regard was had to tic Lijves of their Fellow-Creatures.
Soon after, indeed, his proud Defigns, of extending the
French Dominions, were, for a While obftructed, by the
civil Broils and inteftine Wars, which, at that Time,
prevailed in the Nation: They alfo met with an effectual
Cbeck, for a Seafon, by the Valour of the Esglifb, under
Cromwel, when Difputes with Frawce were: eafily and
fpecdily fettled, without any Bloodfhed. Witnefs, that
haughty Minifter’s being obliged, by a Angle Mefage,
contrary to his Intentions, to deliver up Dunkirk to the
Englifp  Ambaffador § ; and to ftop the Duke of Savoy
from perfecuting the Protefiants, tho’ he pretended it was
not within his Jurifdi®ion. But, notwithftanding the
Confufion of a Civil War, at the cclebrated Treaty of

- X Wefpbalia,

§ Delivered to Lockbars, 1659.
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Weftpbalia, he had the Artand Policy to fecure the Sove-
reignty of 4/ace, and fome Parts of Lorrain, to the Crown
of France. :

No fooner had Lewis XIVth taken the Reins of Go-
vernment into his own Hands, than he ats the Tyramt
over his own People, and difcovers his ambitious Defigns.
of enflaving the Reft of Europe. Finding no better Pretence
for falling on his Neighbours, he lays claim to Flanders,
and Franché-Comté, by his Wife (Maria Therefia of Spain)
tho’ fhe had exprefsly renounced all claim to-it, on her
Marriage ; whbich, by a Series of bloody Battles and Sieges,
at the Expence of Millions of Lives, he fubdued : Tho’
he was obliged to refign the latter ; yet, at the Treaty of
Aix-la-Chapelle§, he got confirmed to the Crown of France,
almott all the Places he had taken in Flanders.

In 1672, without the leaft plaufible Pretence for War,
he makes the moft formidable Preparations, to fubdue the
Unsted Netherlands, and wholly to extirpate the Dutch’
Common-Wealth. ~ The States General, in a very fubmifiive
Manner, requefted that his Majefty would let them know,.
if thofe mighty Preparations were defigned againft them =
To whom that baughty Monarch made no other Reply,.
but, ¢ That he thould employ his Troops in fuch a
¢ Manner, as his Dignity deferved, which did not require:
¢ him to give an Account to any ome,” - |

Avrr the Places that lay in his Way, fell an eafy Prey.
to his victorious Arms. The Provinces of Utrecht, Overiffel,
and Guelders, with all the adjacent Places, being fubdued,.
Amperdam, the Metropolis, was juft on the Point of being
furrendered. . So near and evident did their Ruin appear,
that the moft noted Families, who were fond of _their
Liberties, had attually prepared fora Remove to the Eaft-
Indies 5 chufing rather to live in the Extremities of the
Earth, than become the Slaves of a Tyrant. But divine
Providence prevented their total Overthrow, which feemed
inevitable, by fundry favourable Interpofitions. Hea.v.cg.

. rais’

§ 1668,
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rais’d up’at that Time, the great Hero of his Day, King
WiLLiAM, then Prince of Qrange, who, by his fingular
Wifdom and Valour, put a Stop to that Zerreni, which
feemed to threaten all Europe. In thefe wicked and ambi-
tious Defigns, of deftroying the Dwsch, and enflaving
Mankind, to the Amazement of: all Europe, he was aflifted
by King Charles the Ild, who,as Voltasre juitly obferves,
* was altive in nothing, but hi¢ Pleafures ;™ unlefs, ashe:
might have added, in perfecuting his own Subjects, and:
promoting the Grandeur and Power of France, which it
was {o evidently, the:Intereft of - England to-humble. To.
fupport the Expence of his: extravagant Plealures, and:
this unnatural War with the Dusch, which in fcandalous;
Violation of publick Faith, he had undertaken, he fold
thofe very important Places, Dunkirk and Mardyke, to the
King of France *; < at a Price, fays the above mentioned.
‘ Author, glorious.to the Pucchaier, and thameful to the
¢ Seller :” And to compleat the Scandal of that debauched-
and effeminate Reign, foon after added Nova-Scotia +. .
Tue King of France, altho’ obliged to -quit moft of
his Conquefts in the Netberlands, yet at the Treaty of
$ Nemiguen, a&ed like the Arbiter of Europe, and had
contirmed to hisDominions, feveral advantageous Places§.
The barbarous Orders he gave, for reducing to Afbes, that
fine large Country the Palatinate |,. thowed his Cruelty.to-
be equal to his Ambition. The wretched People drove
off in the dead of Winter € ; their Houfes, and thieir very
Graves ranfack’d: by mercilefs. Soldiers,. afforded fuch a:
tragical Scene, that evén a Frénch Author, who labours.
to fet all. his Conduét in the moft favourable. Light, fays,.
« all Europe look’d upon it with Horror ;” and that thofe
who hitherto only blamed, while they admired his Ambi--
tion, now exclaimed aloud againft his Barbarity. -
THe:

® 1662, +1667. 11678, '
§ The County of Burgundy, Valenciennes, Cambray and Yprefs.
There were about fifty Caftles, many well-builé Towns and
2 :

!
Villages, in it.
1 ﬁbmary 1689;
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Tue King of Spein’s  dying childlefs, and leaving
his Dominions, by Will, to the Dake of Anjou, Grandfon
to Lewis X1Vth, gave a new Specimen of his Treachery,
and boundlefs Ambition. Some of the Powers ot Europe,
being fenfible of the Danger that would arife from the
Union of two fuch power/al Monarchies, entered into what
is known by the Name of the Partition Treaty|. To this
the King of Framce acceded, with pompous Expreflions
of his Defire to preferve the Peace of Europe, declaring
that a 77/, from the King of Spain, in Favour of his
Family, thould not alter him. But his own, and his Father’s
Jolemn Renunciitions, (on their Marriages) his public Faith
twice given, appeared to him as folemn Trifles, when a.
new Opportunity prefented, of aggrandizing his Family.
Immediately on the Death of Charles, he accepts the #ill,
feizes the Kingdom of Spain, in Right of his Grandfon, tho’
adviied againft it, by one of his principal Minifters, as
what mi;%xt involve him in a bloody amr expenfive War;
but the Profpe of fo greatly increafing his Grandeur and
Power, had oo many Charms to be refifted. The Execu-
tion of bis ambitious Defigns, was for fome Time prevented,
by the Grand Alliancet formed by King #illiam. Surpri-.
zingly fuecefsful were the Confequences of that Confederacy,
in the fucceeding Reign of Queen e,  That renowned
General, the Duke of MARrLBOROUGH, by his Valour, and-
good Condudét, almoft reduced France to the laft Extremity;
and had he been continued, might, the nextCampaign, have
carried his Arms to the Gates of Paris; dictated Terms of'
Submiffion vo that beughty Monarch, and fo prevented the
fad Calamiti¢s ot che laft War; and the Grounds ot our pre--
fent melancholly Apprehenfions:. But the Queem, under the
Influence of wicked Counfellors, taking an unhappy Turn,
at the Clofe of her Reign, difcarded one of the draveft
Generals the Englifb ever had ; turned out a wife, faithful,
and- truly  patriot- Miniftry, and put in a-Set of mzr'mmryd
ST _ . an

* @1700. © " |'Auguff 19, 16¢8. ' )
+ This was made by the Union of the Emperor, Great-Britain, the
Dutch, and the King of Sardinia. :
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and freacherous: Men, who miferably betrayed her; and
facrificed to Gajn, the Homeur and Jutergt of their Country 5
fhamefully abandoned their #Jies, and patched up a
feparate Peace with Framce €, on Terms the moft fcanda-
lous, and difadvantageous. To hehold the Manner in
which England, after all her glarious Canquetts, aecepted
Conditions of Peace, from a vanguifbed Tyrant, ’tis hard
to fay, whether among our Neighbours, it created more
Mirtb or Contempt. To hear the King of France, talk of
acknowledging the Queen’s Title ;---infifting on an equiva-
lent for Dunmkirk ;--~demanding and receiving Cape-Breton
as an Equivalent for Newfoundland, with many Hardthips
on our Trade;---and to fee the Pretender banith’d nao far-
ther than Lorrain, was Matter of Aftonithment to all who
knew that he had been a little before humbly fuing for
Peace, and that it was in our Power to have prefcribed to
him what Terms we pleafed. -

--—---Quid non mortalia Peflora cogis
Auri facra Fames 2 -

Tue fad Effeéts of the treacherous Conduét of that
Minifiry, we groan under to this Days and had not the
fudden Death of the Queen, and Acgceflion of KingGEorar
the Ift, to the Throne, prevented,i thould have felt it in
a very different Manner. : For, as Volasre -fays, (wha
cannot be fufpefted of Prejudicc againft them, fince he
endeavours to juftify that fiandalous Pegce they made)
‘It is certain, that the new Miniftry of Queen ANNE,
* had fecretly formed a Scheme for eftablithing the Son
“of Fames IId, on the Throne. Queen Anne herfelf;
¢ influenced by her Minifters, began to liften to the Voice
“ of Nature, and entered into the Defign, of fettling the
“ Sucgeflion an her Brather, wham fhe had profcribed
¢ againft her Inclipation.” And indeed this has appeared
beyond all Contradiction, by a Letter of Lord Bolinbroke’s,
lately publifhed. '

THE

q At Utrecht, 1713,
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Tz Duke of Burgundy, GreatGrandfon to Lewis XIVth,
" fucceeding to the Throne on his Death *, when a Minor
of about five Years old, the Duke of Orleans was appointed
Regent ot the Kingdom, under whofe Adminiftration
Europe cnjoyed a little Refpite from the Treachery and
Ambition of France. But, as foon as the prefent King
Lewis XVth, was capable of taking the Government into
his own Hands, he difcovered the fame a/piring Spirit and
T birf} after univerfal Power, for which his Predeceflor was
{o remarkable. -

*Tis ftill freth in our Memory, what /#ars and Tumults
he raifed in Europe 1733, under a Pretence of revenging
the Affront he received, by the Rejection of his Father-in-
Law Staniflaus, trom being King of Poland, and Choice of
the Elettor of Saxonyin his Room. Tho’ the Ruffian Army
was the principal Caufe of this, he takes no Notice of
them, but inftigates the King of Spain and Sardinia, to join
him, in falling on the Emperor CuarLEs VIth ;----- takes
away his Dominions in ltaly ;----procures the fwo  Sicilies
for the King of Spain’s fecond Son, Don Cbharlos, a Branch of
the Houfe of Bourbon ;---and gets the Dutchies of Barrois
and Lorrain, annexed to the Crown . of France. To this,
more by his Policy, than his' Power, he perfuaded the
Emperor: and Duke of Lorrain, to confent, upona folemn
Engagement, that he would join the King of Pruffia, and
other Powers of Europe, in guaranteeing what is called the
pragmatic Santiion ; by whichall the hereditary Dominions
of the late Emperor, were fecured to his e/deft Daughter §.
But in open Violation of his publick: Faith, ‘as foon as the
had fucceeded: to the hereditary Dominiens of the Houfe
of Auftria, on the Death of her Father §, he joins the King
¢f Pruffia, in taking away Silefia and Bobemia; got the
Duke of Bavaria chofen Emperer 5 carried his Arms even
to the Gates of Vienna, and would have ftripped that Lady
) . . i Lo . : . Of

* 17135, 1 Maria Therefia marvied to Francis Stephen, Duke
of Lorran, afterwards Grand Duke of Txfcany, now Emperor of
Ge: niany. § 1740: e
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of the greater Part, if not all, her Dominions, had not
Providence interpofed, and given a new Turn to the
Affairs of Eurgpe, by the Death of the Duke of Bavaria,
and King GeorGE the IId coming feafonably to her
Relief ; whofe Example Holland, Sardinia, and even Ruffia,
foon .after followed. . This put‘a Stop to the afpiring
Views of France, raifed the %um of Hungary from the
Brink of Ruin to which fhe was reduced, and by the
Election of her Hufband, to the Head of the Empire *,
reftored to her Family, the Imperial Dignity. The
Afliftance his Majefty afforded the Houfe of Aufiria, in
Faithfulnefs 'to his Engagement, of guarantecing the
Pragmatic Sanétion, which the King of France had fo perfi-
dioufly violated, grbvoké& him ‘to declare War dgainft
us §, when we had been already for fome Years engaged
in one with Spain. The repeated Infults and Infuries we
received from that'Nation, in which they have been always
aided and countenanced by France; theirfearching and plun-
dering our Ships in the Weft-Indies; feizing the Effetts of
our South-Sea-Company, &¢. after much Patience, ahd many
fruitlefs Complaints, obliged us to declare War "againft
them |, and we fhould eafily have brought them to
Terms, and got Reftitution for the many Abufes we
received, had not Framce come té their Affiftance; which
put us under a Neceflity of maintaining the War againft
both Nations, for many Years. I need not acquaint you,
with the various Succefs, and Event of that dasgerous
and expenfrve War ; ’tis frefh in every one’s Mind; and
how little to the Credit and Intereft of our Nation, it ended,
is no Secret. Itis true, - we gained fome Advantages by
Sea, and were fignally fmiled upon, in taking Cape-Breton,
an Acquifition which will be celebrated by Pofterity, to
the latting Honour of New-England! Had it continued
in our Pofleffion, fuch is its Sitwation, and Stresgth, that
_it would have been an unfpeakable Lofs to the French, and
a vaf Security to us, aga.i(tzlﬁ any future Infults from thvcvm.

® September 1745,  § March 4th, 1744. | OQober 1739
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Was that.Key of their Part of merica, yetin qur Hands,
it would not be in their Power, to give us new Troubles
at this Day. But the King of France carried all before
him in Flanders ; was every where vitorious over the
Allied Army, far inferior .to.his own in Number. This
Superiority was much increafed, by the Duke’s being oblig’d
to,withdraw his Forces, . for the Nation’s Defence, againit
a dangerous Rebellion, formed in Favour of the Presender |,
fo that at the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapells *, we were forced
- to deliver up that important Fortrefs and Harbour, for the
-Return of thofe Places he had taken in Fjanders, to the
KQueen of Hungary. The giving; up his Conjucﬁs at this
Place, ¥oltaire mentions, asamott unexpecied and unparal-
Jdelled Infiamce of Moderation, in the King of France, I
confefs, if there had been any Moderation in it, it would
- have been unewpesied, and usparallelled,. in a French King 5
but had he:confidered,the vaft Importance of Cape-Breton,
.to Frances he.would have. feen, it was Neceffity, not Mo-
-deratian; thatinduced him to quit his Acquifitions. Thus
‘after a great. Expence, increafing the national Debt to
-above 7030005000, with the Lofs of a Multitude of Lives ;
. France and -Spain, were left :in the Pofieflion of all their
. former Territories. ‘¢ FRANCE, Jays the above mentioned
¢ Whriter, atthe Peace, was re-eftablifhed. on the fame
¢« Footing, - as at-that of Ulrecht, .and became more

¢ flourifhing ; -confequently more dangerous,
! ~Tue Houfe of Bourban, the prefent reigning.Family, is
.‘ndw arrived to avery high Pitch, of Greundeur and Power,
- being in-Pofleffion of Framce, Spain, ltaly, Sicily, and
. Naples," together 'with, . large, Dominions in. Am¢rica 3 and
- they ‘are fo connected together; that it is highly probable,
"-they-would -join agaiuft any other Power in. Epu{ope,.. I
- know that Alliasces by Blood and Marriage, fignify little
. with the Princes of this:-Werld, unlefs,.as is the Cafe with
.~ France and Spain,. they sre united in Int,er%ft 00, L' may
< add alfo, in the fame ambitious Defign o ‘aggran&leing
- o _ their

¥

1745, * 1748.
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their Family. And what makes them the more to be
dreaded, is the Profped, that the King of Prufia may join
them on a new Rupture, who, feems at prcfoct, to hold
the Ballance of Exrope, in Insoi{ands ; and is fuppofed to
have no lefsthan 150,000 weli dxfcxplmed Troops at Com:
mand.

Since. the Revolunon, Great-Britain has b:en “the
principal ‘Means of teftraining the lowlefs Ambition of
France, and preventing her farther unrighteous Encroach-
ments, on her Neighbours : 1t may therefore be expected,
that every Scheme which their Policy caninvent, or Perfidy
execure, will'be attém ted to .weaken and dcﬁroy us, |
W are well affured, that Léwis X?Vth made repeated
Efforts, to reftore ng Fames 5 and at his Death declared
his pretended Sqn, ‘King of England ‘contrary to his folemn
Engagement, at the ‘I’reag of Ryfwic*® : Andindeed France
has, at the Expence of ‘her pufbln: aztb from Tmie to
Time, fecretl,y céumgmi‘ncc&, ,and ;ncqu a cd ;ﬁe ,Pr,e,-
tender'y even ‘id 'f"imes of eace, )kec up. 'th e Spirit
of the _/acobm/b Party, who are ma;lly ienf upon mﬁawqg
themfelves and their Country s and ftands always ready
at any favourable { re, openly to affift him. :

Just before the reakm o t of the la.ﬁ: War, the. Kx;g
of Francefitted outa bleet At Dunlark W}th 1 é ooo Toops
to invade England in Favour of ;the: Prctmd;r ) ;md had
not Providence rais’d aStorm, which prévcnte@.thcnr {.and-
ing, juft as they were ‘on our Coafts, it is not mlprobablc
they might have accomplithed theif wicked Defign, 'as the
Nation was at that Time, unconccrned abqut, d unpre-
pared for, fuch ah Eyent. "*Iis_hard o 'i' 2y, W ,'e(he;ﬁmb
2 ‘perfidious' Enemy is thoft to'be dreaded, in #ar or ‘Pedge.
Certain, however,. it is,. that Expenencc tcachcs us ‘the
Neceffity of kecping'a watchful ‘Eye upon him, at &/
Times ; and of what Importanoe it is, tba; we lhould en-
;?‘eaqw{bﬁr tmﬁxhxs pl maau;gcb ‘ !I* N

"Tug B ch npt‘onycxc us,m nmcso eace, i
extendi hg t}fm"l‘radc, And augmienting thcu' E arc:sﬁc ,l{l

. ul'e
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ufeevery Artand Stritagem to acquire fome new Advan-
tage, againft a Time of #ar; while we lie afleep, and are

utterfy unconcerned about it.-~---That pernicious Fort at
Crown-Point, built in a Time of Peace, and evidently in
our King's-Dominions, fill remains, as well a Monument of
our Weaknefs and Stupidity, as of their Treachery and Pojicy.
‘What Mifchiefit has done, and is ftill like to do, to aur
Frontiers, our Trade and Intereft with the Indians, none can
tell.  Our fatal Error in not feafonably preventing that,
‘might, methinks, learn us Wifdom in the prefent Day.
Ever fince the Peace, our Public Prints have been filled
with Accounts of. the various Methods. Franc has taken,
in Conjuction.with Spasn, to increafe their neval Force, and
put themfelvesin a Pofture of difputing with us, the Domi-
#ion of the Seas. By the beft Advicesthe Sbipsof War they
have built fince the Peace, amount to above 100 Sail.---
In, Lewis, XIVth's Time, 1664, a French Author fays,
«They were in ‘want of Officers, Sailors, Manufatures,
¢¢ and in’ thort; :ey;»;ry‘.';};ing necéffary for the Conftruction
« and Equipment of Shipping, not having above 15 0r 16
¢¢ Ships of. tﬁelOWe_ﬁ: Rate.” But they have made fo great
Improvements fince, that they bigj,gir to rival, if not
exteed thé'Enéb‘jb,‘_'in ibét,‘{vvhiéb,hqs, hi‘{thcr,tél;hecn their
great Seeurily ahd Glory.---By thefe brief Hints, it appears
',exfg"eeﬂfhg, evident, thatFrance is grafpirig at a umiver/a/Mo-
‘#arcBy, and bent, per Fas, et Nefas, on accomplithing the
wicked Defign. And as her Schemes for effecting this in
Europe, have hitherto, by the Interpofition of divine Pro-
‘vidence; “arid the Strengib of the Alliasice formed -aggin
them, been'defeatcd ; The'is now undoubtedly miaking, the
fame Avempt in America, . 0 LT
“""We have heard of the Policy and Perfidy of EFrance,
ot her arbitrary Power, Popifb Tyranny ‘and Bigotry 5 we
“are now like to feck the ditser Frusts thaf flow from them
The Cloud gathers thick aod dark ypog ph. | *Lis anets
Begénd Difpute, that the King of France hadfor thefg many
*Yéars, ‘been’laying Schemes to enldrge his' Dominions in
“America, and diftrefsus, Tho’, by the Treaty of Aix-la-

Chapelle,
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Chapelle, all Things were to remain on the fame Footing, as
before the War ; yet, no fooner was it ratified, than he be-
gins to fend Colonies to neutral Iflands y---projetts a Settle-
‘ment in Nova-Scotia ;---raifes a Difpute about the Limts ;
embroils the Affairs of our Indsans ;--1abours to draw them
off from our Alliante ;---and enters unreafonable Claims, ut-
terly inconfiftent with the Safety and Profperity of our
isfant Colonies. ‘To lull us afleep, he made fbam Pretences
of fettling a Line between the Fremeb and Englifb Territo-
ries in America : Commiffioners were appointed ; much Time
and Money ipent, in fruitlefs Negotiations at the Court of
-France 5 which anfwered no End, unlefs to convince every
Body, that he never had a Defign of fettling it any other-
wife than by the Sworp : And for a Decifion this Way,
he has made the moft artful and diligent Preparation. It
is now fufficiently known, that the French have been forti-
fying themfelves on our back Parts; laying in great
Quantities of Previfion, and Magazines of warlike Stores,
as if they had atually concluded on War. While we
have been wholly fecure. The Mafler-Piece of their Policy
has been lately c{ifcovcred, tho’ long fince concerted, viz.
their compleatingand  fecuring a Communication between
St. Lawrence’s River and the Mififippi. They are in Pof-
feflion of tewo Forts on the Lake Omtario, and have lately
built two or three below the Lake Lrrée, on a.Branch of
the River Obfo, that empties into the great River Mifffippi;
the Mouth of which they -bave long pofleflfed. By the beft
Advices they have very much fortified, and well-manned
thefe Forfs; {o thatnow they have attually furrounded the
Britifh Colowies, and are in Pofitflion of a vaftly extended
Countty, from Cape-Breton to the Bay of Mexico. Enough -
has been faid of late in the public Prints, to render it indif-
table, that their Settlements on the Obio are within our
i:;ﬂg': Domsinions. - *Tis fufficient to obferve that they were
made without their Confent, and againft their Inclination,
on Lands belonging to the Indians in our Alliance, which
have -been cohgmed to them, under the Protetion of
Greas-Britain 3 and fo, arc inconfiftent with bo%e the
' : tter
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Jetter and Spirit, of their Treaties: And if we fuffer them
quietly to poflefs what they have fo unrighteoufly feized
upon, and to go on fortifying themfelves, there requises
no Spirit of Prophefy to foretel, that it-muft fooner. or
later prove fatal to thefe Colonies, All Communicatiog
with the powerful and numerous Tribes of .our ndians,
will unavoidably be cut off; our profitable Trade with
them wholly loft, and our Frontiers conftantly expofed,
to all the barbarous Cruelties which woful Experience hath
taught us, thofe /avage People, under the Influence of Fremp
Policy,arecapableof committing. The Lineof Fortstheyhave
already between Cawada andthe Miffifippi, gives.themanun-
known Advantage, to draw off the Natives from oxr Alliance.
To effect which, no Pains or Coft, are fpared, no Stratagem
is left untried. Weare well aflured, they keep Miffionaries con-
ftantlyamongthem, toinculcatethediftinguifhingPrinciples
of their Religion; and what appears ftill more important in
their Eyes, to.infufe into theis- Minds, Prejudices againft
the Englifb, and attach them to the Fremch Intereft. They
have been unwearied in their Pajns, fince the laft Peace,
in alienating their Affections from us. For this Purpofe,
they have defired Liberty to fend Mifenaries among the
Six_ Nations, .and have lately fent them an Invitation -to
come and fettle at Canada. Shauld.they fucceed in thefe
Attempts, the Confequence would be .very pernicious.
Our Frontier ‘Settlements would- be: broke up, and.all
Hopes of driving the Fresch from their Ewcroachments,. be
very much-at an End. - ) o
- THEY area warkke, People ; - Gavernor SHIRLEY in one
of his Speeches, if I.don’t, miftake, ! fuppofes they have
116,00 oOr 17,00 fighting Men ; .and having the -meft ,of
the other Tribes under their Influence, are powerful Friends,
-and. would be very dasgerous Esemses. oy
. Tus Twightwees, a sumerous Tribe, in whafe. Couantry
the French have:lately :built Forts, fome; Ypars ago.entered
dnto.an Alliance with the Governor of -Pemn(yuenigs which
they have hitherto faithfully preferved. idn, 17571, -they
efpouted our Caufe, 'and revenged the Affrpnt, .whi;h- .th]e.
.o remc
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French put upon us, in fiezing and imprifoning our Traders,
by bringing two of theirs to Philadelpbia, and deliverin
them up to the Govermment.  But unlefs fome fpeedy ang
vigorous Step be takén to fecure them and ourfelves,
their Frim!/&'p will be inevitably loft, as they will be
obliged to join the French in their own Defence.----Our
weak and ill-concerted Meafures to difpoffefs the latter,
have very much funk our Intereft with the Tndians. Since
Colonel Wafbington’s Defeat, they appear wavering and
fhow an unufual Degree of Coldnefs. Our formal Way of
Treaties, and giving Prefents, fignifies very little ; half the
‘Money well laid out in éretting Fortréffes in their Country,
and fupporting proper Miffionaries ¥b telide among them,
would be much more to the Purpofe.© However, at pre-
fent, it is Madnefs for us, by our dilatory Methods of
ErOCeedin'g, to'increafe the Advantage the French already
ave in their Hands, for depriving us of thofe meceffary
Allies, who will have it very much in their Power, to
turn the Scale ip the prefent Difpute. Our Eyes muft
furely, by this Time, be open, to fee that the Schemes
they have bitherto, fo fecretly laid, and artfully conducted,
tend to, and if not feafonably prevented, will iffue in,
the utter Deftra@ion of all our Provinces. 'And if we view
our Enemies, in a religious, as well as political Light, we
fhall fee the Neceflity of® guarding againft them with all
poflible Care.’ o : %
THEIR eftablithed Religion is Popery ; which, befide
all it’s other Corruptions, difpofes them from Principle, to
be cruel to Proteftants. They are early taught as undoubted
‘Truths, That there is no Salvation out of the Church of
Rome y--That all who feparate from it are dammable Heretics;--
That no Faith is to be kept with them ;---That it is bighly
meritorious to ufe the moft cruel Metbods of reclaiming fuch,
and bringing them back into the Bofom of that Mother of
Harlots ;---and that all fuch as are obfiinate, ought to be
extirpated from the Face of the Earth. And what we are
to expe&, if God fhould deliver us into their Hands, we
: may
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may learn from “what awr Bretbren have fuffered, whofe
Lot has been caft among them, , e
The beginning of the Reformation in France, was A. D.
1124 ; which fpread very much, 1160, by Means of one
Peter Waldo, of Lyows, from whom. they were called,
Waldenfes. And tho’ there was a Perfecution rais’d againf}
it, from its firft Commencement, it was, by divine Pro;
vidence, wonderfully preferved, and carried on. To pafs
by numberlefs: cruel and inhuman Methods, to deftroy
the Protefiants, and fupprefs the Reformation, in the four
. following Centuries, I have only Time now to remark,
That in 1572, there was the moft darbaroxs Maffacre,
committed on thq Prosefants, at Paris, where fome of
their chief Men, being invited, under an Oath of Safety,
to folemnize the Marriage of the King of Navarre, were,
at a Signal, by the T:%l of the Bell, fallen upon, and
inbumanly butcheyed by the Papifts, their being at the fame
Time an Infurredion againft them in the other Parts of
the Kingdom. By-all Accounts, a great Number, and
by fome, not lefs than 100,000, were flain in this perf-
dious Manner. But deteftable as their Conduft was, the
News of it was receiv’d with Joy, at Rome. They found
a great Deliverer in King Henay IVth; who, as hath
been obferved, was indebted to the Protefiasts, for his
Crown, when the Papifts, with the King of Spais, under
the Influence of the Pope, were in League againft him.
To reward their Fidelity, or rather, being fenfible how
juft and equitable it was, he eftablithed the £4ié7 of Nantz,
by which free Liberty of Confcience, in religious Matters,
and Accefs to all Places of Honour and Truft, were fecured
to them ; declared it to be perpetual and irrevocable ; put
100 fortified Places into their Hands, as a Secwrity, that
it thould ever be obferved. This was confirmed, by
Lewrs XIIth, tho’ it was repeatedly violated in the

- . Courfe of his Reign. The fame £4i£2 was confirmed alfo

by Lewis XIVth, and by him too declared perpesual and
irrevocable 5 yet by the continual Remonftrance of the

Clergy, and Infinuations of the Fefuits, a cruel Perfecution
was
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was carried on againft them, through a great Part of his
Reign, which was very much increafed, é‘br;aards the Clofe
of it, when he acted, asif he was determined to extirpate
them from his Kingdom. o o
In 1681, he publithed a Declaration, by which theijr
Children were permitted, at the Age of 7 Years, torenounce
their Religion. ¢« In Confequence of this, (fays a French
“ Writer §) great Numbers of Children were feized in the
“ Provinces, withaView to make them abjure, and Troops
“ quartered on their Parents.” At the Clofe of the Year
1684, he fet.on foot the Hellifb Method of converting them,
by Dragoons. The principal Men were affembled together,
and .ordered to abjure thesr Religion 5 and upon fuch as re-
fufed, the Soldiers were let looﬁ: to treat them in the moft
inhuman and barbarous Manner. According to fome
Accounts near 500,000 Families were plundered.  And
to cut them off from that laft and only R,cfuge,, Tying their
Country, a Proclamation was iffued, confifcasing. all Eftates
that were fold, if the Seller departed the Kingdom within
a Year after : And as if this was not enough, Soldiers were
quartered on the Frontiers, to feize any that attempted to
make theirEfcape; and fuch as they could apprehend, were
confined to the Gallies. Multitudes however -found Me-
thods of efcaping, and took Refuge in Exgland, Holland,
and other Pratej%a‘n: Cauntries, where they were kindly re-
ceived, efpecially by Kiwg William, their great Patron;
“ 50,000 Families (/ays lgoltaire)_ in the Space of three
< Yeats,left the Kiquom.” » o .
To convince you that I don’t aggravate the Matter, hear
theWords of aLetter from hisPrimeMinifter®, dated 1683,
< It is his. Majefty’s Pleafure, that fuch as refufe to conform
<« to his Religion, be proceeded againft with the utmoft
¢ Rigour, and that not the leaft Indu}gence,be thewn to
« thofe who affect the foolith Glory of being the laft tp
« comply.” And.to ufe the Words of the above men- .
tioned Author, “ While all the Churches of the Rcfo;-
D ¢ me ,

§ Foltaire’s Life of Lewis XIVih, ® The Marguis ds Louvois,
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¢ med, were thusevery where demolithed, and Abjurations
¢« demanded in the Provinces, with an armed Force, the
< Edié? of Nantz was at laft revoked, in the Month of
¢ Offober, 1685 ; which compleated the Ruin ot the
¢ Protefant Caufe, already weakened and undermined on
¢ all Sides.” T his may zxtisfy us, that no Security from
a Popifb Prince, for our religious Liberties, can ever be
obtained. Promifes and Oatbs, even Edifis, declared per-
petual, ftand for nothing, when made with Hereticks. With
fuch Bigotry and blind Zeal, does their Religion infpire
them, that they will perfecute their Subjeéts, againtt all
the known and confeft Rules of good Policy. X
THey had indeed fome Refpite from the Fury of their
popifb Adverfaries, while the Duke of Orleans was Regent of
the Kingdom : But it has fince been renewed again with
the fame Cruelty, under his prefent Majefty, Lewss X Vth;
who, in the Year 1 74.5iv¥ubliﬂ1cd an Fdit?, making it im-
mediate Death, for any Minifters that officiated ; perpetual
Imprifonment for the Women, ‘and Gallies for the Men,
who attended ; and few of the fucceding Years, to the
prefent Time, have been without Inftances of the darba-
rous Treatment they have met with from popifb Bigots.
- In the Year 1752, a Gentleman from Languedoc, writes
thus, ¢ The Perfecution is fiercer than ever, the Papifts
‘¢ demandAbjuration of all that have been married, or had
*¢ their. Children baptized in .Proteftant Affemblies, and
‘ on the Refufal, the Mothers are proclaimed #hbores, and

. the Children Baflards. They feize on Father, Mother,

““ and Children, and force them into Romifb Churches,
“« &c.” And by the lateft Advices, Perfecutions fill con-

tinue in France, as furiousasever. A Letter from Paris,

dated Sepfember 25,1754, gives the following melancholly
Account. ¢ The Perfecution of the unhpapy Protefiants,
‘“ has been long carried on with great Rigour, and no
¢ Meafures are neglected, either to difturb their Af-
¢ femblies, or feize their Minifters. This appeared very
‘l particularly the 1gth of Fune laft, near St. Foy, in the

- ¢ Perigord, where an Affembly of Proteftants being held
. (13

¢ the

|
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« the Night before, a Detdachment of Trocps lay in Ambuf-
“ cade near the Place, to wait for their breaking up, and
« then fell upon thefe unhappyPeople, who could make no
« Refiftance, and dangeroufly wounded a great many of
v them: Dut, thisis nothingto the Diftrefs occafioned in
« Languedoc, and the Cevennes, by a general Search which

“ was ordered to be made there the 3d of Auguft laft, for
“ which all the Troops that were in thofe Provinces, were
« employed, except thofe which ferve to garrifon the Forts
s and Citadels : They were ordered to march in the Dead
« of the Night, and with all imaginable Silence, to inveft
s.certain Towns, Villages, and Country Houfes ; a Lift of
* which was given to every commanding Officer. At
* Break of Day, the Search was begun with all Rigour
<¢ imaginable. The Soldiers burft the Doors open with
« their Mu/kets; and entering with their Bayonéts at the
“ End of them,. rapfack’d every Corner ot the Houfes,
« deftroying every Thing that came in their Way, and
« fparing neither ‘Furniture nor Perfons. In' fhort, the
¢¢ Places they wentto, could be compared to nothing but
* a Town taken by Storm.” -

THus you fee, My Bretbren, the Power and Policy, the
Treachery and Cruelty, of dur Foes, have adark and threat-
ning Afpe& upon. us, * ButT have amore_diftreffing and
affectiny Scene to open to your Vielw "' T mean, our Ex-
pofure to the angry Refentments of Heaven, from thofe
crying Abominations, which, at this Time, fo greatly
abound. ' To declaim aguinft the prevailing Iniquities of
theDay, is far from being a delightful Theme ; but fhould
we, who aré fet as Watchmen on the Walls of God’s Ferufa-
lem, neglect to declare to bis People, their Tranfgreffions,
and their Sins, we fhould betray our Truft, a&t beneath
our facr?d Charaéler, and involve our felves deeply in the
pwblic Guike. - - T .

- *T'1s no {efs lamentable ‘to be thought of, than true in
Fa&, that our Nation is greatly degenerated, and become
extremely corrupt. We are a finful People, laden with
briguity. - From what kind of Heaven-daring Wickednefs

. , are
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are .we free - If we begin av the Hci?\( of . Athcifw, and
. defcend to the loweft Pitch of Sewfuality, and beaftly.
" Uncleanefs, what Exception can be miade? Are we porin.
all thefe Refpects defiled ? To fuch a Degree of Wicked-
nefs have fome profane Sinners arrived, as not only, like
the Fool, 0 fay in their Heart, but openly proclaim, ¢ Thag
¢¢ thereis no God;” andem loythc‘ very intelleiual Powers
he has given them, in difpuring againft the uzhbor of theix
Being. And what Muliitudes Jive and adt, as if they
believed not his Exiftence ;. or, as if they thought be
was altogetber fuch an one a5 themfeclves 2 How many make
a Scoff and Banter of revealed Religion, pouring Contemps
on the Gofpel, and all its Glaries ; denying the Lord that
bought them, and bringing [wift Defiruliion on themfelves.
NFIDELITY, has of Ixe Years, been fpreading faft
in the Kingdom, and is evidently growing.on the prefent
Generation.  Books, -that turn the’ diviag Oracles into
Ridicule, and tend to unhinge Men’s. Minds, from. all
Principles of Religion, have becn induftriou(ly propagatad.
 The lamentable Increafe of Praofanefs, in our Day, muft
be'manifeft to the moft carelefs Obferver. What Numbers
of thoughtlefs, ftupid Sianers, fhow an utter Difregard to
all thatis facred and | folemn 3 fill the Fars.of all that hear
them, with their vaip Ogths, agd horrid Imprecatians:.
interline their filkthy ?)i{éob,r’fes, .with, the, venernble Name.
of the ever bleffed Deity ; and in peer Sport,. ar, O
every flight Provecation, wifh. Damnation to themfelves,,

~ . and all around them._ Tis eafy to fee, how this infappeus.

Pradtice deftroys all Reverence for an Qazd ;. opens 3 1Poor
to Perjury, and the whole Train of direful Confequences:
. that flow from it. And what_ fhall-we fag,- as o the
various Kinds of Zuxury, Lesuduefs, and vile Debaucherys.
which fo much prevail ? Ir is a Shame. to fpeak of the.
ié‘)rdid Methods invented by corrupt Minds,- A'fqr,,fﬁ;?
sratification ef theix arwgh 5. the’ many of .thefe
tinclean WretcHes, glory in ;ﬁ}%me, dda.f:iigg)f ther Sins,
like Sodam, and hide it wot.---Nay, too .often. mapy twa
Faltors for theDevil, and labous to promete his ng\doga
. ' © by
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by fpreading thelr faso) Infeftion ampng all with whom
they conv:ge : Affeting, to this Puspofe, are the Words
of the prefent Bifhop of Londos: *¢ Have not, fays be,
¢ all the Abominations of the publick Stews, been opened
“ ta View, by lewd Pictprgs, expofed to Sale at Noon
«“ Day ? Have not Hiftories gr Romances of the vileft
“ Proftitutes, been publithed ? intended meerly to difplay
« the moft execrablg Scenes of: Lewdnefs 3 Lewdnefs re-
« prefented without Difgyife, to inflame the carrupt
« Paflions of the Youth of the Natign ; and the quick
« Sale thefg PiGures and Bogks had, is a de?lorable
¢ Circumnitanee, nad fad Iaftance of the corrupt Difpofition
“ of many among us.” - And that this excellent and pious
Lettor, thould be-lampooned in the public News-Papers,
is a.flagrant Evidence to-what a Height Impjety is arrived.
And it the Sinners of ouy Land have not gone the fame
Lengthin all thofe heaftly Pleafures, ang deteftable Abo-
minations,, ’tis evident .dhey muakg fwift Advances, and
great Improvements. in thofe Myferies of Insquity.

" Fime would fajl me, to fpeak of the apen Contempt,
every where qaft on God’s haly Day ; all the Ordinances
of; his Hoyfe, -and 3ll the Rjches of_y Kis. Grace, offered in
the Gofpel;, nor cam | eafily.idefcribe, the Gluttony and
Drunkennefs; Robbgry and Deceir, Qppreflion and Vio-

lepce, Pride and Coyetoufnsfs, for which,our Land mourns..

We lpak far Fydgment,. hut-bebgld Oppreffian s for Righteou/-
nefs, butbekald ¢ Cry.---Will apy enquire, where are thofe
Enormities to be found * Hawve we not Reafon rather to
fay. whese are Abpy not 1p.be feen?. What fad Defe@ts and
Corruptions, . are to. be found among. all Ranks and De-
grees, Sexes and Denotrinations ; amang Rulers and
roled;; bigh and low, rich. and poor.-----’Tis not my
Bufinefs to accufe and condemn ; nor would I here affirm
any Thing. . Would to"Ged, that Pride and Améition,
ribery and Extortion, Debauchery and Uncleannefs, were
banifhed from-the Britifh Court. Q! that juf and righteous
Men always ftood around our King, who feared Ged, and
bated Covetoufnefs.»-<--How lamentable is it, when Vice
T comes
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comes recommended to the lower Sort 6f People, by the
Prattice of the Great, and is connived at, and even coun-
tenanced by thofe, whofe Bufinefs it is to fupprefs it !
Would to God there was nothing of this found- among
the Rulers of our Nation ard- L.and ;---that they were
all Terrors to evil Doers, as their Office obliges them:to
bC ] P T . M
ARE thofe of the facréd Profeffion free from a-Share'iri
the public Guilt ; who fhould be the Salt of the Earth, the
Light of the World, to keep it from Darknefs and Corrup-’
tion? Are-all God’s Minifters c/oatbed with Salvation, then
may his Saints fbout for ‘Foy. Butif it be too evident to’
be denied, that'the Pride'and Covetoufnefs, the Ignorance
and Slotb, the carnal and ferfual Lives of too many among
thofe of that Order, have made the Offerings of the Lord
to be abborred, and deeply wounded Religion in the Houfe
of its Friends. - What fhall'we fay ? Muft we not confefs ?-
Muft we not lament, with the Prophet |, That the whole
Head is fick ; the whole Heart is. faint 5 from the Sole of the
Foot, even to the Crown’ of the Head, there is no Soundnefs,
but Wounds, Bruifes and putrifying Sores. Thefe Things
bring the Wrath of God on a'guilty World. Six is the
fatal Source of all the Calamities and Woes that have ever
over-fpread the human Race. ! When ever it prevails, it
threatens the Deftruction of :a People,- both from its na-
tural Tendency; and as it lays them open to the defolating -
Judgments of Heaven. This may be affirmed of all Kinds
of Iniquity, efpecially of that ubominable Luxury, and ex-
travagant Tafte for lawlefs Pleafures, whith are fo much
the Source of all the Corruptions of our Day. We may-

well fay with the Poet, Sevior Armis incubuit Luxuria ®.
IN facred and profane Hiftory, we meet with mourntul
Accounts, of ruined States and Kingdoms, whofe Deftruétion
fprung from this Canfe. In the Days of Noah, they were
' . ' Lol C i cating

\

© || Yaiab, i. 5, 6. - »
g * More fatal than deftru&ive Arms, -
- fell Luxury prevail'd. -
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eating and drinking ; marrying, axd giving in Marriage ;
wholly regardlefs of the divine Threatnings ; fo immerfed
in fenfual Pleafures, that tbe Imaginations of their Hearts,
were wholly evil, till God was provoked to defiroy them
from off the Face of the Earth, by a Deluge. Scdem and
Gomorrab [et forth as an Example, [uffering the Vengeance of
eternal Fire ; are a ftanding Monument to a guilty World,
of the awful Danger arifing from fenfual and luxurious
Indulgences.----- Fullnefs -of Bread, ldlenefs, and the too
common Confequences, adomsnable Uncleannefs, brought
that tremendous Jadgment of Heaven, -on their guilty
Cities. Thisdrewdown fudden and furprifing: Deeftruction
on Babylen*, of old, the moft powerful and. magnificent
City, in the then knownWorld. *Tisaffe&tingly defcribed
by the Prophet lfaiah, xlvii. 8,. 9. Therefore bear now this
thou that are given to Pleafures 5 that dwelleft carelefsly, that
Jayeft in thy Heart, I-.am, .and nome elfe befides me. 1 fball
not fit as a Widow, neither foall I know the Lofs of Children.
But thefe two Things fhall come to .thee in a Mament 5 in one
Day, the Lofs of Children, and Widowhood ; they fball come
upon thee in their Perfelion, for the Multitude of thy Sorceries,
and for the great Abundance of thine I'nchantments. This
was exatly accomplithed, in the Night when. the King
faw the Hand Writing on the Wall. = God’s ancient People
the Fews, are a moving Inftance of this Kind, on whom
Wrath came to the utmoft, when they bad filled up the Mea-
fure of their Iniquity ; as alfo the Romans, who were the
Inftruments of executing upon them, the Judgments ot
Heaven. That powerful State which was fo long the
Wonder, Terror, and Envy of the World, which the moft
powerful Enemies could not fubdue, fell a Sacrifice to
their own Lufls and Corruptions, as all acquainted with
their Hiftory, well know. -And: does . not Deftruction
threaten the Britifb Nation, and her /merican Colonies, from

‘ b B the

® Cyrus gotintothe City, by the Stratagem of turning the Courfe
of the River, that run thro’ it ; feized on the King and Nobles, as
they were feafting in the Palace, and fo buried in Luxury and Senfua-
lity, thatthey were not able to make any Refiftance.
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the fame Quarter ? Such Vices as now prevail, fap the
very Foundation of a Society, exhautt its Rickes, weaken
its Power ; deftroy a Spirit of Indufiry, Frugality, and goed
(Economy ; introduce Jdlencfs and Effeminacy 5 Difcontens
cvith, and Contempt of Autberity ; which are the Bane of a
People, and render them an-eafy Prey to their ambitious
Neighbours. - - And do not ithefe Things cry to Heaven,
for Vengeance, .and lay usiopen to the Difpleafure of aa
angry God-? Shall I'not vifst for thefe Things, faith the Lord ?
And fhall not my Sod be avenged on fuch & Nation as {pis ¢
Jer.v. 9. . The Pfshmifpeaks of it, as the ufual Method
of divine Providence, 0 2srn.a frastful Land into Barrenne/;,
Jfor the Wickednefs of ithem that, dwell therain, Pfal. cvii, 34.
*Tis true, public Judgments are executed jn a Way of
Sovereignty, on fome Nations faoner, and in-a/leffer Degree,
as a.Warning to Repentance ; on others, who are meore
ripe for Vengeance, /ater, but.in.aumore serrible Masnor :
Haowever, national Sins' perfifted .in, unreformed, dnd
unrepented of,. will fooner or later bring down the Judg-
ments of Heaven.---The Reafon is plain. Asto particular
Perfons, altho’ Rewards and Punithments fhould be ever
fo promifcuous bere, yet.all will be rectified at the great
Day ; but Societies will be difbanded ; and if ever they are
punithed as fuch, it.muft be in this World. And, indeed,
the Experience of all Ages, has verified the Obfervation
of the wife Man, Rigbteoufue/s exaltetb a Nation, but Sin
15 a Reproach to any People. '

. In this View, ourCafe looks dark ; but blefled be God,
‘not defperate. .Scntenceagaingt our evil Deeds (s not yet execu-
ted.. 'Tho’ God might in righteous Severity long before
this, have caft us off and left us to all the Mifery of a Peo-
ple, wholly abandoned by bim, which we heard defcribed
:n the formier Part ofithe :Day ;-yet be affords a Seafon of
‘Repentance,; and: waits :¢0 be gracious. - -‘He feems, with
an amazing Condefcention,' and Kindnefs, to fay to us as
to Epbraim-of-eld, < -Few fhall | give thee-up Epbraim?
¢ hcw thall Tdeliver:thee Ifrael? How fhall I. make thee
< as- Adiab ? How thall 1 fet thee as Zeboim? Mine

S ¢¢ Heart
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¢ Heartis turned within me, my Repentings are kindled
“ together.”. Our Danger from our Enemics, and efpecially
from our Sins, is great; 10 is our Encouragement from the .
Jovereign boundlefs Mercy of our God, and the many Tokcrns
of his favourable Prefence which yet remain withus. We
may apply to ourfelves the Words of the Prophet Fercm. -
li. 5. ¢ For Ifrael has pot been forfaken, nor Fudah of
“ his God, of the Lord of Hofts, tho’ the Land was filled
¢ with Sin againft the holy one of Ifrael.” ,

I TrusT there is yet Mercy in Store for us. God bas
in his fovereign Goodnefs, chofen the Britifb Nation to be.
the Bulwark of the Reformation ; to hold up a Standard
againft thofe Delufons, Superflitions, and DImpoftures, which
the Cburch of Rome has been for above a thoufand Years,
fpreading in the Chriftian Church, and diftinguifhed it
above all the Nations of the Earth, by the peculiar and
conftant Care of his Providence ; .by numberlefs fignal
Deliverances, and Salvations, which Time does not allow
meto recount. . .. . . . .

. Anp I can’t butefteem it a Foken forGood, and Ground
of great Encouragement, that, notwithftanding all our mourn-
Jul Declenfions, there are ftill among us, aGeneration that fear
God, whafe righteous Souls are vexed from Day to Day, with
the filthy Conver[ation.of the Wicked ; who are jealous for
the Lord of Hofts, - and plead his Caufe againft the
Workers of Iniquity, who are labouring by their Prayers,
by their Example and Influence, to reform a degenerate
Age. How melancholly foever our Cafe is, it is not fo
bad as theirs, of whom God complains || : And I fought
Jor a Man among them, that foould make up the Hedge, and
Sand in the Gap befare me, for the Land, that I fhould mot
deftroy it 5 but I found none : Therefore bave I poured out my

Indignation upon them : I bave confumed them wish the Fire .
of my Wréztb 3 their own Way bave I recompenfed.upon. their.
Heads, faith the Lord God. 'We may indeed fay with ano-,
ther Prophet §, Except tbeELmI of Hofs bad left unto us a
~ S N vy

P
o

Bz gy 4Ty,



( 30 ]

very fimall Remnant, we fbould bave been as Sodom, and we
JShould bave been like unto Gomorrah.! 'But bleffed be God,.
fuch a Remnant is left, who have an Intereft at the Throne
of Grace, and improve itin daily Supplications, notan]
for themfelves, their Families, and the Church of God,
but for the Land of their Nativity, that God would fave
it from deferved Ruin, and not come out: againft it, and
deftroy it with a Curfe. - - e

Having thus, my Brethren, laid before you fomething
of our Danger, from the Power, the Pride, and the Policy
of our Enemies, the Greatnefs of our Sins, and at the
fame Time, whatGrounds we have to hope, that we are not
forfaken by God ; but that there is yet Mercy in Store for
us. It only remains, that I briefly point out eur Duty in
this important Seafon, which it becomes us to hear, with
Hearts fully difpoled to a ready and unfeigned Compliance :
And ¥ think it les plain before us, and may be concifely’
fummed up under the following Particulars. o

1. WE ought to humble ourfelves ; repent as in Duft
and’ Albes, before Ged, and return to him with all our
Hearts, from whom we have fo grievoufly revolted. The'
Voice of divine Providence to us, at this Fime, may well -
be exprefd in the Words of the Prophet *, Therefore
alfo now faith the Lird, Turn ye' even to me, with all your:
Heairt, and with fafing, andwith weeping, and with mourning,,
and rent your Heart, and not your Garments, and furn unto,
the Lord your God;: for be<is gracious andmerciful, firw to
Anger, and: of freat Kinmiheld, and'repenpeth bim of *the Evil.,
Who kuoweth; if' bewoill ‘réturst;. and vepent, and. leave” a
Blefing bebind: bims; even a Mear-Offtring, and o "Drink-
Offering, wnto the Lord-\yonr God: T ndt'ehough that™
we {peak of public Sins, ‘as-béing Matterof ' Lamentation,’
and’ confefs them irr 2 formal Way, in our Ptayers, on fuch
an Occafior as this’y ’~l‘)utwc_ﬂfxoujd‘ iy our ‘privare, as.well’
as' pubic Adbteffes to e Thrope ‘of Ql'z@a"‘brihg' our:
Cate beforeGod; with ‘baokew -Hearts, 'amtt cosdrite Spinits,
faying with the great Reformet of Ifrael §, O! our Ged,
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we are ghamed, and dlufh to lift up our Faces to thee ; fer cor
Imiquities are tnerenfed over our Heads, and our Trefpaffes are
grown up into the Heavens. The following Words we
may acopt, with a little Variation : Since the Days of our
-Fathers bavewe been in a great Frefpafs, unto this Day; ard
Jfor our Iniquities, we, our Kixgs, and car Priefts, our Nobles
and eur Comimons, may juttly be delivered into the Hands of
the King, who feeks our Ruin, rothe Sword, to Captivity,
to a Spoil, and to Confufion of Face.--- And now, O cur God !
what fhallwe fay after this; for we bave forfaken thy Com-
mamdments.-—:0 Lard Ged of lrael; thou art righteous s for
we revanin yet efcaped, as # is this Day, bebold we are before
thee in cur Trefpaffes, and we-cannot fand before thee, becaufe
of this. , S .

In fuchaDay, < Let the Priefts, the Minifters of the
* Lard, and all his People weep, between the Porch and
‘the Altar ; and let them fay, Spare thy People, O Lord,
¢ and give not thy Heritageto Reproach, that the Hea-
“¢ then oild -rule over them.  Wherefore fhould they
“ fay among the*People, where- is their God ?  Then will
* the LLord be jealous for this Land, and pity this People.”

II. We fhould labour- after' a thorough - Reformation.
Our Faftings, Flumiliation; and Shews of Repentance, will
fignify Nothing-without this. - O how much is a general
thorough Reformation, to ‘be defired' ¥ how vigoroufly
fhould - it be atternpted, by all: that have the Honour of
God, and Intereft of their Country at Heart! When our
Land is fihkihg under the: Load of pudlic Guilt, and Iniqui-
ty is coming in-upon us; like 2 Flovd, ‘thall we not lift up
a Standard againtt it; and labour to. prevent the Ruin we
fear and deferve, by removing the Caufe.? Did but an holy
Ardor, and Zeal for this noble Work, begin to kindle among
every Qrder and Rank of Men, it'would be a Token for
Good ; it wanld enliven ot Hopes; and invigorate all our
Attempts for the Prote&ion and Defence of our Country.
For how little-foever we miay think of it, our-worf Enemres
are thofe of our own Houfe ; our multiplied Tranfgreffions,
which expofé us to the Angry Refentments of H'eawﬁn d
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And were thefe fubdued, thofe that now rife up againft us,
and feek -our Ruin, 1 doubt not would foon be made to
flee before us. v
How defirable a Profpe® would it therefore afford,
thould all according to their various Stations and Capaci-
ties, cordially unite in this neceflary Work. o
1. THE civil Magifiratesin the Land, are loudly called
upon in fuch a Day, to exert the Authority God has put
into their Hands, for the Suppreffion of Vice and Immo-
rality. They are appointed to execute Wrath on evil
Doers *, and did they confcientioufly put in Execution the
many excellent Laws we have againft Vice, and ftrike a
Dread into prefumptuousSinners, by reftraining their enor-
mous and {candalous Crimes, it would be of unfpeak-
able Service to the public Intereft 5 give Life and Vigour to
all Atctempts for a Reformation.  When Men of fuperior
Charaéiers and Influence, appear againft Sin, it puts itoss of
Countenance, and the Vicious are athamed.to fhow their
Heads. They mightdo much towards putting a Stop to -
that Torrent of Iniquity, that threatens the Ruin of our
Land. ' And furely they are not only by the facred Solemni-
ty of their Oath, but by a Regard to the dying Caufe of
their Comntry, and as they would not have the Public Guilt
crying againft them at the laft Day, bound to exert them-
felves at fuch a Seafon, and not bear the Sword of Fuftice
in vain. And fhould they add to their Authority, the
engaging Force of their fuperior Example, for the Encou-
ragement of Piety towards God; Juftice and Charity, to:
wards Men ; Sobriety, Frugality and Chaftity,---who can
fay how far the kind Influence might extend ? , ,
2dly, Anbp furely it concerns thofe of the facred Order,
of every Denomination, moft heartily to engage in fuch
a Defign. ’Tis juftly expetted, that we fhould appear on.
the Lord’s Side, againft the Workers of Iniquity. . Our
Profeffion obliges us to. give the Alarm of impending . Fudg-.
ments ; to fhew to God’s People, . their Tranfgreflion gpd{
S in,

* Rom. xiii. 3.
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Sin, as the procuring Caufe of all the Calamities we [ecl,
or fear.---Methinks at fuch a Day, we fhould lay afide all
Bigotry, and Party Difputes, about lefler Marters, and
unite our Endeavours, to reform a degenerate Age. We
may foon be Compamions in fuffering, and fee all our
Differences buried in one common Ruin. There has perhaps
fcarce ever been a Time, when Minifters were more loudly
called upon, to unite. their Aétivity and Diligence, ia
awakening a fecure Generation from the Lethargy into
which they are funk, and exciting them ta a fpeedy Re.
pentance and Reformation, as the neceffary Means. of faving
a guilty Land. When we look around, and fee how
Iniquity abounds ; how God is difhonoured ; the Caufe of
our glorious Redeemer defpifed and ridiculed by fome;
flighted and difregarded by moft; can we be wwaffeficd
with the mournful Scene ? -Shall we ftand as unconcerned
Spectators, of all the Profanenefs and Security which is
fo vifible and-lamentable, in thoughtlefs Sinners ? Of alt
the Hypocrify, Formality. and Apoftacies among Pro-
feflors ¢ Where is our Zea/ for the Lorp orF Hosts ?
our Bowels of Compaffion tor perifbing Sinners ? our Concern
for the finking Intereft of the Common-wealth ? When the
Ark of God'is juft ready to depart from us, and with it, all
our Privileges, to be carelefs and unconcerned about re-
moving the Caufe of the divine Difpleafure, muft be unpar-
donable Stupidity. We have every Thing to awaken our
Zeal, and animate to Diligence in our great Work. ; Our
Mouths: may foon - be ftopped, and we called to feal our
Teftimony with our own Blood. What therefore we bave
to do tor God, the Sosls of our Hearers, and for our
Country, we thould do quickly, and with all our Might,

3dly, ParenTs and Governors of Families, thould ufe
their Authority and Influence, for the reforming a-corrupt
and wicked Generation. - Upon' a careful Enquiry, we.
fhall find, thar almoft all the' previiling Corruptions of.
the Times, {pring from:the Want of proper Government,
Difcipline,.and Inftru&tion in Families, which are Nur/eries
where Youth are formed for the Public, .. when - they ,ax;:.

. mo
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.moft fufeeptible of any Imprefiions, and moft like to retasn
them. Then the Foundation is moft commonly laid for
their being Bleffings ot Plagues, to the World.----It can’t
eafily be exprefled, how much the Welfare of Church and
State depends on the proper Management of the rifing
Generation. The firf# Part of Educaton enters much
fartker into Life, has a greater Influence on the Whole ot
Perfons future Condué, than moft imagine ; and an Errer
bere is often attended with a loag Train of pernicious
Confequences.. Ungoverned Families, where Children and
Servants are not inftru&ed inthe great Things of Religien,
but trained -up in Jgmerance, and fuffered. to: walk in. the
1 ays. of  their own: Heart, . and in the Sight of their cwwn-Eyes,
are the Bane of Societies, and do unknown Milchiet in
the World ; and fuch thould tremble to think, how much
of the common Guilt will be found at their Door, and how
deep a Share they- will:have in the Ruin of their Country,
if; when theit. Sons and Ddughters make themfelvs vile,
they: don’t reftrain them. Would: Parests and Mafters
conicientioufly difcharge their important Truft to their
Children and Servants, open tothem the great Truths of
Chriftianity, and. folemly .im}:refs them dn :their Con-
fcientes, paint outthe fasal Gonfemences of 'Siny the
Beaury of Holinefs, the Excellentyoba Life fpept inferving’
God and their Generation 3 with alffetivnate Exiwrtations,
Warnings and Entreaties, and ptohibit them front: fuch
toolith Diverfions, and extravagant Pdeaftres, as!debauch
their ‘Minds, and fpoil: their Mowrals: ; innure them to
Temperance, Sobriety, Induftry andoBrugality, enfording
all 'by an Example. of: Picty and Virtue's what beppy:
Influence would it have, to produce the Refonmatian, that'
is- fo much wanted | What. deligbiful Profpe@t would it
afford, t0 beholda -Gc’nemionariﬁnﬁl-ﬂ to ferwe God, to
fuppert his Caude, - and: hand dowa Religion to chole’ that:
ave yeoupborn) Surely fuch:: as'lmve amys Regard for the:
Glory of Gody the; Welfare of ‘their. Peiterity, or - the:
Felicity of their Country, ‘dire not.live in the Negledt of
fo reafonable and neceffary.a Duty,  In 2 Word; crfon?
can [+



[ 33 1.
of every Station, Chara@er and Reladon i Life, fhould’
think themfelves conterned; to comdribute all that lies id-
their Powet, towatds reforming this corrupt’ and icentious’
Age. And furely, if we feel any warm Zeal for the Honour.
of Religion, any due Affettion for our dear Country, or any:
Compeffion to thofe abandon’d Sinners, who are pulling’
down the Wrath of God on themidlves and us, we fhall.
be vigorous and allive, in this laudable Defign. I can’e’
leave this Head, without adding my earneft Wifly, thar
Men of Influence and public Spirit, would,-according
to the Example feu chiem in their Mother Country, endea--
vour to fet up in the feveral Parts of the Land, Socierzes
for Reformation of Mamners, founded onfachva. Plan,ias that
Perfons of differemt Deniominations might unive im them.
IIY. W ought to acknowledge our Dependance on God,
and leek to Heaven for Direction and Affitance, againft:
our Enemies 3 witht a deep Senfe of the dnfufficiency of
human Wifdom dnd Suength, without divimé Help. ..
Nothing is more provoking to' God, than for:a People. v’
calt off their Dependance upon -him 5 overlook Ais Hend'
in all che fignal Di!fgwfaﬁons:of his Providence, and ac::
35 tho® the Seurce of their Safevy was wholly .in tbemfelves.’
Toomueh of this Spirit off Iefidelity has eévidencly -appeared
in the Britifh Nationy. which. I'look. uponas one of the:
darkeft Sytnptoms: upos: us.i It was Matter.of Grief and'
Aftoniflyment, to-alk shat. liad.any Senfe of Religion: left,
to obferve how very: litdle Regasd we thowed. to ah over<
ruling Providenee, by our publicConduét im thelace Wart
how we feemed to groond all-our Expectationboniour s
Wifdom and Power; and as it were;ibidk Dehaace oo God-
and" Mani:  Thip mownful @bfteeation is abohdantly’
confirmed; By the itigenious nd: feriows - Author of a:
Pamphlet, entitled, Byvsain's Raviewsbvancer: Havidg men-
toned fome fuch Paflhges i the' peblis Primy, as:thife)
wz: ' viOur Fleets - are:ito high/ Spirits, . {56 «¢ Wie ontly
ol . ¢ defire
T

t The Condu&:of! Ned-Bugiand; in' vaking Ewps-Brdon, muft be
excepted. See Mr. Prince’s excellent Serion,. on the Octafion.
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‘¢ defire the Arm of Fleth may decide the Quarrel.”.
‘¢ Let England. but take Care of her Fleets, and what has-
‘¢ the to fear?” Inall which, fays he, there is fo far from.
any Appearance of a Senfe of Dependance upom Heaven,
that we feem rather defirous to ftand by our own Strengib,
than be beholding to the God of Battles. And fpeaking
of declaring War with Spain, he adds, ¢ I appeal to
¢¢ Thoufands, who faw it declared, whether there appeared
¢ in the Behaviour and Converfation of the People of”
¢ London, on that Occafion, the leaft Senfe of Humanity
¢ for their Fellow-Creatures, that were like to perith in it,
‘¢ or the leaft Dependance on Heaven, for the Succefs of
‘¢ it; or whether the Spirit which reigned at that Time
“ in Englamd, - was not a Spirit of Infalence, and Defiance
¢ both of God and Man.” That an Account of one of
the moft remarkable Tranfaltions in the whole War, in.
which there was fuch a'Series of emnent Dangers, and:
JSignal . Deliverances, fhould be wrote by a Clergyman *,
with fcarce the leaff Acknowledgement of the Hand of God,
ih -ahy of them, fhows what a Spirit of Impiety and Infi-
delity reigned in the Nation ; and ’tis hard to fay, whether
the Stupidity, or Wickednefs of fuch a Conduét, be the-
greater.-»--Who  that - has ‘the leat Acquaintance with
. antient or modern- Hiftory, but mpft: obferve, that the
Rife and Fall.of Statés and Empires, fpring from unforefeen
Caufes, andturn on fuch Incidents, -as the Sagacity of the
wifeft Politicians could not difcover, nor. .the greateft:
human Power prevent! How conftansly.is the Qbfervation
of the.wife Man verified §, The Race. is not to the Swift, now
the Batde #o.2beiSttong. Vain Map: thinks himfelf fo.
very wife, his Schemes fo well-concerted, fo fecretly laid,
that nothing can defeat them ; -but, God fays, He will,
defirgy thé Wifdom of the Wife, and bring to nothing the Un-
derfianding of thbe Prudent. . Where is the Wife, thie great
Statefman and Palitician > Wherears all his fipe Sdlmf? 2
. T as

‘., % Vide Anfon’s Voyage, by his Chaplain,
v odeCor.izanda8 o, L L
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Has not Ged mads foolB, the Wifdom of tbis World # Does
he not often fuffer them' to take fuch foolith and deftruc-
tive Counfels, 3s ten® to their own Ruin ? He makes
Diviners mad, turns the wife Men backward, and makes
theit Knowledge foolifh 8. _4bisophel, was a great Politi-
dian ; the Oracle of his Day ; how confident were many,
that his fuperior Sagacity, would have fecured Ssceefs to
Abfoloms’s Ql‘lﬂ){fﬁ;}; but how eafily was it, by a Method
shogether unexpesied, turned into Foolithnefs. )
W=z may boaft of our Strength, by Sea and Land 4 of
our Malour and Wifdem ; imagine our Schemes are fo well
contrived, that' nothing will ptevent theit Succefs: Yet
if God be net for us, our Stremgsd will be‘bue Weaknefs ;
our #ifdom, but Fylly ; and we fhall fall an eafy Prey to
our ambitious Foés.” *Tis infinitely eafy with God, to
defeat the Devices of the deepeft Policy. - What Madnefs
therefore and Folly, as wel as great Wickednefs, is it,. to
put our Confidence in' an #m of Floh ? -And we fhould
tremble at the Thopghts of it, when God has f&id, Curfed
be be that purteth b)% Truft in Man, and maketh Blafo bis
Arm, And furely we fhall be more insxcufable, than any
Nation under Heaven, if we caft off our Dependance
upon God, when he hasrepeatedly, ina moft remarkable
Manner, appeared for our Deliverance and Salvation.
Let us labour therefore to feel in olr flves, and to raife
in others, a Difpofition, humbl} ‘to acknowledge God, in
all qur public Concérns, at this erdtical Fundiure, faying
with the ; Y, Asuur ok wot fove as; we will nos
ride ypon ‘H. ff:, wcither will swe [hy any mose so the Work of
our Hands, Xt gre oyr Gods, for'in: tbée the Fatberisfs fimdeth

!3. ‘Wzre our Eyes arete Heaven, for Direction and
Afliiance, we fhould vigoroxfly ewers ourfelves in our own
Diefente, by all thofe Means that the Providence of God
has-put-inte our Power, To.pretend to rely on the Al-
mighty for Protettion, in Time, of Danger, while we

F .. . .. . - carelefsly

* Ifai. xliv. z5. 4 Hofea xiv. 3.
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carelefsly negle& thofe Methods of fecuring ourfelves,
which are pointed out in his Providence, is not to. truft,
but ta mock and tempthim. Whea Facob was in eminent
Danger, from the Fury of his enraged Brother, he goes
10 God as. his only Refuge ; but at the fame Time, con-
grives the moft politic Method to divert, or to ftand the
Sheck of his. Wrath§; : Davip went forth in the Name
iof . the God of Ifrael, to meetthe infulting Pbiliftsne; -but
did not go witheut the Inffruments of Death, which he
"coyld belt ufe ; a Sling and a Stone+. And why need I
{peak of Fofbua, Gideon, Fepbtba, and the Worthies of old,
‘who did fuch Wonders by Faith; was it notin the Ufeof
proper Means ? They waxed valiant in Battle, and put ta
fight the Armies of the Aliens, .. . R
.. WHEN God has appointed Means for our Safety, care-
lefsly ta neglect them, vainly imagining Deliverance will
.come in fome miraculous Way, is not Fasth, but Folly ; not
Confidence, but Madnefs. And who does not fee; that the
prefent Defencelefs Stateof our Southern Provinces, isnot the
Effe& of Truft and Dgpendance on God, but either of meer
Sloth, or fordid Covetoufmefs. = o
: 'WE fhall not, I prefume, pretend that our prefent Secu-
rity arifes from our having fo much a grester Senfe of
Religion ; Difpofition to acknowledge God, and depend
upon hiin,:than ber Neighbours. . Muit we not rather con-
fefs, it flows from the /#am of a becoming Senfibility of
the invaluable Privileges we enjoy, and of the Greatnefs
of .our-Danger, tho’ it be fo near and apparent.----But I
‘truft, after all - that-has. been’ faid, to-open our:Eyes. and
alarm our Fears,.we fhall . not any longer fold our Hands
together, and cry, A little more Sleep, and a little more. Slum-
Ber. - Tis bighTime to look aboutus; -and vigoroufly fall
upon every proper Method of Defence. . -
vl ot s oy 0 .., Waar
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" WHAT a Pity, that at fuch-a Time, there fhould be
any Contention Ltween our Governors, and refpective
emblies, but who fhould be moft forward and zealous in
the Service of their Kimg and Counsry. - All private and
Jel/b Defigns 5 all petty Difputes and Contentions, fhould
befwallowed up in a difimerefied View to, and Concern
for, the public Good. Of what Importance is it, that
our Reprefentatives fhould have emlarged Views, of the
publicefnte‘rcﬁ,- and a deep Senfe, how much the Welfare
of their Country,- depends upon their Conduf?, in this
difficule Day.-----Nothing can be 'plainer, than that a
parfimenions Spirit, at fuch a:Time, opens a Door to the
moft extravagant Expence. To do Things by Halves,
isworfe, thandoing nothingatall. ‘This we have learnt
by fatal Experience. What £. 10,000 would have done,
when we firt had the Alarm, £. 100,000, ‘tis probable,-
will not now effe&; and ’tis conftantly imcreafing on our.
Hands, thro’ the Vigilance, A&ivity, and continual Pre-
ga:ladons of our Enemies.” And fhould they by our
ays, and fingy Provifions for Defence, thro’ Fear of
Eming the Country to Charges, make it the Seat iof a
ong diftrefling War, there is no computing the Expence,
and Number of Lives it may coft. #ar is, indeed, to
be  deprecated ;- both ‘Conquerors, and Conquered, are
fure to feel the fad Eﬂ’eti'ts of it, m«l): ot lefs ; ‘and Peace
is fo t a Bleffing, that it is to be purfued by all juft
and grtgnd Meth:;%s.,' But the WayP‘:o havt;y "Peacg' in,
the prefenit Cafe, is to make afpeedy and vigorous Pre-
paration for War: Had this been done more feafonably,
it might have prevented "all we now fear. There feems .
but two poflible Ways left, to avoid the War we ‘are
threatned with from Frasce. The one, tamely to fubmiz.,
to their unrighteous ‘Encroactiments ; quietly refign up
our Pofleflions, and all our Privileges, into the Hands of -
a lawlefs Tyrant; and expofe ourfelves and Pofterity, to:
the mad Zeal and Fury, of cruel perfecuting Bigots.----
The other is, to let them fpeedily know, that we have it
15 our Power to force them, to reafonable Terms, and
o oblige




[ 4 ]
oblige them to keep within their own Limits; and I geed
not fay whi}t‘:h,fc boti\1 lguty and:ltn;creﬁ, lead us to take,
WEeRrE the feveral Provinces: orouﬁl e ‘
take fome fpeedy, vigorous Steps, for t ;rotm:-n
Defence of the Land, it might ftrike fuch Dread into our
Enemies, whofe Infolence and Courage, arife chicfly from
our Sloth and Stupidity, as might divery the Storm that
is now gathering faft upon us. And methinks we have
every Thing to awaken our Feasrs, and animate our Hopes,
On the one Hand, there is Poverty, Slavery, Psrfecusion
and Death ; on the other, 2 fruitful Country, plesfans
Habitations, Briti/b Liberty, and;what is deacer thanail,
uridefiled Chriftian/itx.'- And do. not let us' put far away
the evil Day. Delays may prove of the moit fatal Con-
fequence ; .qur Danger may be much nearer, and much
greater than we imagine.- . - - R
" Suourp the French, agrecable :to.their known Pesfidyy
before they declare War, fend a Fleet, with alarge Aray
of well.difciplined Troops, to lay wafte, and deftroy our
Coafts; while the favage Natives, whofe tender Mercies,
are Cruelty, join them in falling on our Frentiers, whata
4 diftrefling Scene opens to opr Vié\y;}.. Our Sea-port_
T owns fack’d, and laid in Afhes !-:-Qur Countryrayaged |-
our Houfes plundered !---The Voice of Lamentation:ang:
Woe heard in onr Streets !---Our Men (laughtered I--Qur
Wives and Daugbiers delivered to the Lufts and Fury of a:
lawlefs Soldiery !---Our helplefs Babes: dathed agaimdt the:;
Stones !-:--Men Jooking on the right Hand for Help, and;
on thie’ Left there is none to deliver! Their Fearts failing -
them for Fear, while they hear the ¢onfufed Noife of Wars .
fé¢’ Garments rolled in Blood, - and - the infulting Fee -
fpreading Defolation and I%ui'n. all around !-<-Bug I mauit ;
ftop :---The tragical Scene is toq diftrefling, evenjndifhent .
Profpect I And is'thcre a remote Prabability, is there appe-
rént "Danger, of our, being throwp; inta -fuch univesfal .
Tunfule ‘ancf Confulion am% fhall we ‘not exers ourfelves,:
in_making the .moft fpeedy and efletual Preparation:
againt it 7 ;What' Folly, .what Madnefs j pay,- J-;.l}\a)f I
. A _.', P [ 3y,
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gza l;vil(‘l:t onmIU to ourfelves andll::ﬁer;'?,mi;itb:? run
having Defolation, i pair,

fprend thee? ﬁv‘la‘l‘nd, by a fudden lInvafion, while we
are fo thamefully unprepared, to make any proper Defence.
W=z have every Thing to alarm, to roufe and animate
us, in fucha Day as this, when all that is valuable, all
that is dear, lies at Stake. Shall we tamely fuffer our
delightful Pofleflions, to be taken from us ?---become the
Dupes and Slaves of a French Tyrant ? What !---facrifice
our precious Liberty, our Property, and what js more, our
Religion, to our Sloth? entail Mifery, Slavery, and Ruin,
on our Pofterity, by our Indolence and Cowardice! God
forbid! *Tis high Time, to awake, to call up all the Briton
in us, every Spark of Englifb Valour ; chearfully to offer
our Purfes, our Arms, and our Lives, to the Defence of
ourCountry, our holy Religion, our excellentConftitution,
and invaluable Liberties. For what is Life, without
Liberty 2 without the Enjoyment of the glorious Gg/pe/ of
Chrift, depending on the #i/l of a Tyrant and expofed to
all the Jnfuits of perfecuting Bigots # *Tis not worth hav-
ing. A free-bors Briton, thould difdain the Life of a
Slave ;---better,---far bettgr, bravely to facrifice it to the
Defence of our Religion and Country, than to furvive the
difmal Day, when thefe Regions of Light and Liberty,
fhall be overfpread with Ignorance, Superftition, and Ty-
ranny. Andhad we but the Spiriz of our brave Aunceftors,
who chearfully ventured their Lives, and refigned all the

Comforts thereof, in an howling Wildernefs, that they -

mi.ght hand down to us the ineftimable Privileges we now
enjoy : Were we, 1 fay, animated with the fame beroic
Spirit, in the Defence of them ; with the fame ardent De-
fire of leaving them inviolate to our Pofterity ;----did but
the noble Ardor kindle from Breaft to Breaft, I doubt not,
by the Smiles of Heaven, we fhould foon make our Ene-
mies flee before us, and again fit quietly under our Vines
and Fig-trees, and eat the Good of the Land. Wkich
God of bis infinite Mercy grant, &c. AMEN.
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