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AN |
Ordination S E R M O NV.

2 Tim. II. 13,

Study to Sherw thy [olf approved unto God, &
Workman that needeth not fo be dﬂ?dﬂn’d

rightly dividing the Word of Truth.

] %HE Work of the Gofpel Miniitry is
> {fo weighty and important, the Charge

% ﬁﬁ fo folemn and awful, the leﬁculti\.s
that attend the right Dxfchargc of it fo

many and great, that it mxght well make one of
the Antients call it, Onus bumeris Angelorum for-
midardum. AWork thatevenan Angel might [brink
at.— Whoever ferioufly confiders the Importance
of this Work, the ftrict Account fuch muft give
at the great Da.y, the Danger and dreadful Con-
{equence of being found unfaithful, will enter
upon it with Fear and Trembling.— And fuch
of usas are already engaged in the important
Truft, may well cry out t with the great Apoftle,
Who is [ufficient for thefe Things ?~ He had a be-
coming Senfe of the Greatnefs and Importance
of his Work, — the Danger of being found un-
faithful 3 and therefore made it his great Care
and Study to approve himf{elf to his great Lord
| A 2 - and
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and Mafter. What a Senfe he had of this im-
portant Work, appears (as many other Ways)
by thefe Epiftles to Timothy, wherein he fo often
reminds him of the Greatnefs and Weight of the
Charge he had received, — in the moft folemn and
affetionate Manner exhorts and befeeches him,
to approve himfelf faithful therein., Oneamong
the many Exhortations ot that Nature we h e
in the Text.— Study to fhew thy [felf a Workman
that needeth not to be afbamed.

In the Words we obferve,

1. The Charalter of a Gofpel-Minifter, He
is a Workman. The Gofpel-Miniftry isa Work
not a meer Preferment : And thofe that are dyly
engaged in it, find 1t a great and exceeding
difficult Work. |

2. What fhould be the Care and Concern of
every Gofpel-Miniiter, viz. fo approve him/felf to
God. ’Tis the great, glorious, heart fearching
God puts us into the Miniftry : With him we
have to de ; to hirn we are accountable 3 unto
him therefore we fhould ftudy to thew our felves
approved. It thould be a littleThing with us to
be judged of Man’s Judgment, if we approve
our {elves to our great Judge.

3. What is the Bufinefs of a Gofpel-Minifter,
viz. to divide the Word of Truth. 'They are not
to invent new Notions of their own ; to publith
their own Whims and Imaginations, or the De-
crees of Popes and Councivs, for the Faith once
delivered to the Suints, But their Bufinefs is to

divide
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divide the Word of Truth, to explain and pref:
upon their Hearers the great Truths God has
revealed in his Word. — They muft teach as be-
comes the Oracles of God, and out of thofe
facred Treafures of all divine Truth, divide to
every one a Portion in due Seafon, — for theyare
Sufficicnt to marke the Man of God perfei?, thoroughly
Sfurnifl’d for every good Work.

4. We may obferve the great Difficulty of tha
Minifterial Work. — Study to fhew thy felf ap-
proved, &c. i. e. Apply your Mind to this great
Bufinefs with all poffible Pains and Diligence,
let you are found unfaithful. And whoever
confiders the Nature and vaft Importance of this
Work, will fee the Neceflity of our fludying
with an holy Solicitude and Concern to approve
our felves to God in it.

TOinfift on all that is contained in this copious
Text, would lead me into too large a Field of
Difcourfe for the prefent Occafion. — 1 {hall
therefore from them, only,

First, Give the Charaéter of @ Workman that
need not be afbamed, or thew what 1s required of
thofe that would approve themfelves fuch to
God.

SeconpLy, Confider the Importance of our
Sudying to approve our felves fuch.

First Then, T am to give the Charatter of

. & Workman that needeth not be afbamed 5 or thew

what is required of thofe that would approve
themfelves fuch to God. — And here

1. It
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v. It fuppofes they are in fome due Meafure
qualified for their important Truft. ’Tis evi-
dent that fuch Workmen who need not he
afhamed, are called by God to their Work. *7T'is
plain God calls and puts none into the Miniftry,
bucfuch as he quahﬁes for that facred Character ;
and nonebut fuch will be approved and accepted
by him at the laft Day. And in order to their
being qualified for this imporiant Work,

1. Their Minds muft be enriched with un-
common Degrees of Knowledge. —’Tis their
very Charalter and Bufinefs to be Teachers of
others, Their Lips are 1o preferve Knowledge, that
the People may feck the Law at their Mouth. — They
are fent toturn Men from Darknefs to Light ; —

to acquaint them with the Things that belong
to thetr everlafting Peace ; — to unfold (o them

the Myfteries of rhe Kingdom of God ; — to di-
vide the Word of Truth, which fuppofes they
are acquainted with 1t, and are Scribes inltructed
for t:~ Kingdom of Heaven, who can bring out
of their Treafure Things new and old, according
to the various Wants and Ex:genc&es of their
People. They are the Lights of the World : And
to taik of a Minifter without Knowledge, is to
mik of a Light that neither does nor can fhine :
BHrtacnmmon Degrcc of Knowledge can by no
\':\.» 35 turtiin one fos ihis wportant Truft. BC-
fides thofe preparatory Studies of the Langrages,

Arts and Sciences, which are neceflary to lead the

Way to Divinity ; he fhould be av el well
acquainted with what is called Syfemarical
Divinity,
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Diwinity, i. e. with the various Heads and
Dorines of Religion, digefted in their pro-
per Order 5 that he may have in a Readmefs
to dilcourfe upon, open and explain any Point
that be has a Call to and Occafion for. And
what is called polemical (or controverfial) Di-
dinity, feems no lefs neceffary ; for ’tis a Shame
for fuch as preach the Gofpel not to be able to
defend it, filence Gainfayers, and ftop theMouths
of thofe that oppofe the Truth, and would fub-
vert the Faith' of Others : — Praftical Divinity
1s what he fhould be well verfed in, and make
the grear Defign of his Mmifty to promote :
And alfo capuifical, 1. e. an Ability to refolve
Cafes of Confcience, Difficulties, Doubts and
Scruples that may arife in the Minds of his
Hearers 3 without this he can’t be able to fpeak
a Word in Seafon, nor rightiy divide the Word
of Truth. And to the attaining this, no f{mall
Pains, Study, diligent Application, with earneft
Prayer to God for Affiftance, is neceflary 3 and
without 1t none deferve the facred Charaéter, and
"tis certain without it they will never be ap.
proved by God. An ignorant Minifter, ¢n 4
“Word, is a Scandal to his Profeflion, -~ a Plague
tc the Church, — a Judgment to the People ovzr
whom he is fer, — and one that will be reje@ed
by God at laft, to his utter Shame and Con-
fufion.

2. A competent Meafure of Gifts, is alfo ne-
ceflary to quality « Man to be a Workman that
needeth mot be afbamed. — The Holy Pfalmift,
Pfal.
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Pfal. lxviii. 17, 18. {peaking of the Exaltation of
Chritt, fays, He afcended on bigh, led Captivity
Captz've, and received Gifts for Mein 5 yea for ihe
Rebellious. And the Holy Apoftle in his Ap-
plication of it, tells us, that thefe Gifts were for
the Ufe of the Miniftry, and the Edifying the Body
(i. e. the Church) of Chrift. Eph. v. 7, 8, 9.
Thefe Gifts by fome are unreafonably confined
to the Apoftolick Age ; though, ’tis true, many
Gifts were beftowed then, which (becaufe the
End and Defign of them has ceafed) are not
continued now ; yet as Chrift has a ftanding
Miniftry in his Church, no doubr, all he calls
into it, he furnifhes with fuitable Gifts for the
Difcharge of that Truft. — There is a Spirit of
Wifdom {poken of, 1 Cor. x11. 8. i. ¢. an Infight
into the Myfteries of our Holy Religion, or an
hoty Skill to manage the weighty and difficult
Work. — There is alfo the Gift of Utterance — a
Parrhefia, Freedom, Courage and Ability, to
{peak pertinently on the importantPoints of Re-
ligion. — A Gift of Prayer, whereby a Minifter
is able to lead the Congregation 1n that folemn
Exercife, and offer up to God their Adorations,
Confeflions, Supplications and 1 haukigivings,
in a fuitable Manner, as their various Occafions
call for. ~ To which I may add an f*f*‘fw/: to
téach, which the Apoftle mﬁﬂs Upon, /. e a
certain Ability to communicate our Krowle dge
in a free, plain, and eafy Manner to 0thcrf~
Thefe, with others that mxoht be menr.cned,
feem highly neceflary for all I Minifters of the

Goined,

a - "
X m ?ﬂw‘ RO i N b B b )




i
i

Gofpel in all Ages - And the great Head cof
the Church is not wantinz to furnifh fuch as he
calls to his Work, with thefe neceflary Qualifica.
tions. ¢ A Miniftry without Gifts (fays a very
“ learned and pious Author) is not Chrift’s

Miniftry. » *Tis certain fuch will not be ap-
proved by him ; — can’t be Workmen that need
not be aﬂmmed ’tis true, the Gifts of fai:hful

~ Minifters arc very various as to Degree, the

Spirit diftributes to every one as he pleafes ; and
we of {mall Gifts ought not to envy, but blefs
God on Behalf of thofe who have greater ; and
Jabour to excel thofe we can’t equal in other
Things, in Humility, Seif-denial, Diligence and
Fairhtulpefs in our great Work.

3. A Work of Saving Grace on the Heart is
neceflary, to make one a Workman that needeth not
be ajbamed. This 1s the crowning Qualification
of a faithful Minifter, and that thhout which all
other will leave him athamed. Though he has
all Knowledge,and underftands all Myﬁencs, b
though he has the moft extraordinary Gifts 3 can
ufe all the Force of Perfuafion, and Charms of
Eloquence in his Preaching ; yet, ifhe has never
felt the Power of Religion in his own Soul, and
remains a Stranger to the fan&ifying Grace of
God’s Spirit, he will be found as tbe founding

« Brafs, or a tinkling Cymbal.

AND is it likely fuch will ever anfwer the

great Ends of the Miniftry ¢ Will they do much
for the Glory of God, which they have not at

Heart ? lel they be duly concerned for the
B , Souls
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Souls committed totheir Charge, when they ne-
ver fee the Worth of their own 2 Will they take
Pains to awaken Smners out of that Smte they
reft in themfelves 3 or to recommend Chrift to
them, when they never faw his Excellency and
,Glory ? And is it probable that God will blefs
the Labours of thofe who flight and rejeét his
.Son ? Beirfo that they are made Inftruments
of turning Sinners from Darknefs to Light, and
“that many are awakned and converted by their
Miniftry, as no doubt God may and does work
by fuch, yet they themfelves will be Caft-a-ways,
finally difowned and rejected by Geod, to their
everlafting Shame and ! Confufion.
1 would give no Countenance to that finful
- Praétice of judging and condemning fuch Mi-
nifters as are foun ©in the Faith, and of a regular
Life and Converfation 5 yet, I'fay, gracelefs
Minifters are of all Men upon Earth the moft to
- be pitied. It we are found rat of Chrift at laft,
Strangersto him whom we have fo often prmch’d
o Otl rers, of all Men we thall be the moft mlic
rable 5 not only the Blood of Souls will ¢
againft us, but our own Sermons, the W arnmgs,
Calls and Invitations we have given to others,
will rife upin Judgment againft us,.md condemn
us, becaule we regarded them not our felves ;
- and be the tormenting Subjeéts of our everlaft-
ing Meditation, in the Regions of Darknefs and
Difpair. O! let us then ran not as uncertainly,
fight not as beating the Air 5 but keep our Bodies in
Sub]eﬂzon s left that by any Means when we bave

preach’d
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0
| preack'd to othors, we our felves fhould be Cajt-
it aways, 1 Cor. ix, 26, 27. And ’tis neceffary,
' not only that Minifters fhould have Grace, but

abound” in it, — excel in Flolinels, that they
may be Patterns to their Flocks in every Grace
and Virtue, if they would approve themielves
Waorkmen that necd not be afbamed.
4. A Perfon muft havea Call to and a regular
Introduétion into this facred Work, to make
him a Workman cpproved of God.
Tro' he may have all neceffary Accomplifh:-
ments to it him for the Miniftry; yet if he
comes not in at the Door, but climbs up arosber
Way, he will be efteemed a Thief and a Robber,
Fobn x, 1. He that will not fubmit himfelf to
thofe who are proper Judges of his Qualificas
tions, and is not regularly introduced by the
Door of Ordination; tn fome fuch, if not inthe

! fame Manner, as you will have reprefented to
§§ you this Pay 3 but rufhes into the facred Office
1 of his own Head, under the Pretence of fome
; immediat: Call, fuch an one will not be ownetl
o and approved by God 3 for God owns none

but thote he calls; and calls none now but in the
ordinary Way. But I pafs on.

2dly, "Tis required of fuch as would approve
themfelves to God, Workmen that need not be
ofbamed, that they undertake and profecute theie
areat Work with right Views and Ends, — The.
great Defign of the Inftitution of a Gofpel-Mi-.
niftry, was the Glory of God in the Salvation
of perithing Sinners’; and this fhould be otr

B2 . avowed
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avowed End and Aim in entering on that {acred
Truft. Here all our Care, quns and Labour
fhould center. A fincere Intention to glority

God, in promoting the Weal of immortal Souls,
1s mo& neceflary to make a Workman that will
not be athamed. — How much foever we may do
in the facred Office, how abundant foever we
be in Zeal and Labours, yet it we are governed
by mean, mercenary and felfith Views, it will
mar all, and render our Services an dcomization ir
the Sight of the Lord. Such as engage and act in
the Miniftry as a Trade to live by, make the
facred Charadter a Cloak of Covetoufnels, teach
Sfor Hire, and divine for Money 3 fuch as are in-
fluenced by vile Ambition, fecking the Prehe-
minence over their Brethrcn, and lording it over
God’s Heritage ; or through vain-glorious Pride;
are hunting after popular Applaufe, feeking to
pleafe Men and not God 3 or preach Chrift from
Envy and Sirife, and not fincerely 3 do vilely
proftitute the facred Office, and will be found
greatly afham’d at the laft Day. We have o
dc with a jealous, heart fearching God, and if
we hope for his Acceptance, we muft in Single-
nefs of Heart approve our felves to him ; ac-
cording to that Apoftolick Charge, Feed 1he
Flock af Ged which is among you, taking the Over-
Sight theresf, not by Confiraint, but willingly 5 not for
Silthy Lucre, but of a ready Mind. 1 Pet. v. 2.
O! let thofe of us who are engaged in, and

fuch as are entering on, this important Work,
take heed what Views we have ; we muft ﬂxortlv
pafs
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¢ pafs thmug;h the fiery Trial, and have them
4 difcovere ibeforc the great Aﬁemby of the laft
v Da
; 3)1 Great Diligence in and unwearied Appli-
4 cation to our great Work, is neceflary to render
J us Workmen that need not be afbamed. 'Whoever
confiders the Nature, Importance and Difficulty
of the Minifterial Employment, will eafily fee
the Neceflity of this. — An ignorant, thoughtlefs
Multitude, are ready to imagine it to be a very
ealy and izghc Service ; to bu a Minifter, they
thmk, is only to live frec from Work, a delicate,
eafy and pleafant Life 3 but lictle know what
they fay, or whereot they afirm. — Such as are
beft acquainted with the vaft Difficulty, and
awful Danger of that folemn Truit, have found
it to be a painful laborious Life, filled up with
diftreffing Fear and Concern, Difficulties, Temp-
tations and Trials ; which makes them often cry
out with thie Apoftle, #lo is fufficient for thefe
Things ? And they would fink and faint under
the hedvy Burden, were they not lupported by
the Powers of the World to come. — Some, *tis true,
that bear, but by no Means deferve, the facred
Chara&er, have found it to be a Bed of Eafe to
{leep away their Time upon, in acarelefs, thoughe-
lefs Manner, living inDelicacy and Plcafurc “but
{fuch are dead whil: they live, Workmen that need
be athamed, and can expeét nothing but the
Doom of tbe flathful Scrvant. *Tis certain a very
weighty Charge is devolved on the Minifters of
Chrift 5 and they can never difcharge it as they
ought

B b Ry O o S Te e
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ought without great Application, Dllxg,enca, and
Painf fulnefs : their Work is {o large, extenfive
and diffcule, that they will find fufficient to em-
plo their Heads, Hearts and Hands. — Here 1
may hint a few Things.

They fhould be diligent in their private
S..udlaa. Without this they will never aniwer
the great Ends of their Miniftry. 1 have ob-
ferved the Neceflity of having our Minds fur-
nifh’d with Knowledge before we enter upon this
Work ; buc whatever Stock Perfons may have
when they engage in it, if thcy continually fpend
upon it, and do not by Re: ading, Meditation and
Prayer add thereto, they will find it wafte and
dwmdle away, and be as ufelefs as a Talent in a
Napkin. By this Means, fome that have rm.de
a pretty good Appearance at firft, have afier-

wards, by their Sloth and Idlenefs, rendered
themfelves and their Miniftry contemptible,
And we in this Country efpecially, who have
generaly fo fmall a Stock of Knowledge when
we enter into the Miniftry, have Need of con-
tinual Apphcatlon to our Studies for the Increafe
of it, as fir as the other important Duties of out
FunGion will admit ; ; that we may hdve in our
Treafurc Things new andold : And this we thould
do with conftant Application to Heaven, for a
Blefling on our Studies ; being fenfible, that
thofe who lack Wifdom muft afk it of God. There
is a large Ficld open for our Study ; but if we
would approve our felves Workmen that need not

be afpamed, we muft efpecially apply our felves
to
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¥ 45 thofe Tre “ures of all divine Knowledge, the
Holy Oracles of God. Thefe fhould be the
Subject of our moft delightful Study, and daily
‘Meditation : For they arc prefitable for Dellrine,
4 for Reproof, for Correction, for Inftrutiion in Righ-
§ rcoufnefs 5 that the Man of God may be perfel,
thoroughly furnift’d unto all good Works. 2 Tim,
il 17, 18, Thefe are an inexhauftible Subject
for fludy ; the Angels are ftill prying into the
facred Myfteries they contain'; and we, thort-
fighted Mortals, fhould never think we know
enough of them. Every Minifter that would
not be afhamed, fhould make Confcience of di-
ligently reading the facred Scriptures with two
Views :— Firft, With a critical View 5 in order
to get a right Underftanding of them, that he
may be able to explain and open them to his
Hearers, to reconcile feeming Contradictions,
and clear up the Difficulties that arifc from many
Places, and defend the Truths contained 1n them.
— Secondly, In a Way of Devotion, with a View
to get them imprefs’d on hisown Heart, that he
may fecl the Power of thofe Truths he preaches
to others, and rezcommend them from an imward
Senfe of their divine Truth, Importance and
- Excellency : This s fo neeeflary, fo exceeding
profitable to Minifters, that I would urge 1t e
my own Soul, and recommend it to my Bredhren
to abound in 1t efpecially frequently to readin,
this Way, the three Epifiles of St. Pru! to Time-
thy and Tiwus, where the Duty of a Minilier s
fo fully cxplained, and fo folenmly entorced,

Morcoves




Moreover we muft take Pains to prepare for our
publick Miniftrations ; we fhould not ferve God
with that which coft us nought, but bring beaten .7
Oil into the Sanituary. 1 cannotthink it proper,
or what we can anf{wer to God and our own

Coniciences, to ruth into the Pulpit without any

Forethought or Preparation what to fay, under

a Pretence of immediate Affitance. God has *
given us no Encouragement to expect his

Affiftance this Way, 1t would be a Cloak for +
Idlenefs 5 and I with many don’t make it fo. —
Faithful Minifters, no doubt, have and oughtto
depend on God, for the Affiftance of his Spirit
in this Part of their Work ; but then *tis 1n 2
Way of Duty and Diligence. And when they
-are called on any emergent Occafion, orare jultly
hinder’d from making Preparation, they may

chearfullv venture in the Strength of the Lord, i

hoping for {pecial Help to carry them through ; &
but when we have Time and Opportunity, we |
ought to take Pains in preparing a Meflage from
God to our People.  Not that Minifters thould
be confined to their Notes, or may not fpcak
without them, if God has given them a Gift for
-it 3 which may be of great Service both to Mini-
fter and People. But then fuch fhould ftudy
~much and get their Subjects well digefted, efpe-
. cially thofe of us who are but young in the Mi-
. nittry ought to do fo.

2. There is great Pains and Diligence required &

;i our publick Miniftrotions, Minifters are
often fent to a Fiff-neck’d and rebellious People,
who
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who need Line upon Line, and Precept upon Praceps,
The greater Part of our Sermons are loft upon

# moft of our Hearers, they will either not hear,
% ornot regard ; the Temprer often picks up the
¢ Seed as faft as it is fown, or the World choaks
4 1t before it brings forth Fruit ;3 and we muft {fow
2 itagain; this to Senfe feems itke Labour in vain,
'§ but we mult not be difcouraged nor faint : We
muft {till follow them with our Inftructions, Re-
£ proofs, Admonitions, Warnings and Invitations,
“ be inFent in Seajon and out of Seafon. — The Holy

Ordinances of Bapti/m and the Lord’s Supper,

muft be adminiftred in their Scafon s and here

great Care and Diligeace is required, in prepa-

ring Perfons for them, and keeping away {uch
, as are not qualified.

3. There 1s alfo Diligence and Pains requxrcd

' in our private Methods of Application to our

People. —~ Alas | how many under the Gofpel
are {o ignorant, that they need to be inftruéted
in the firf Principles of the Oracles of God ?
And not only ignorant, but dull and flow of
Apprehenfion about divine Things 3 and what
Pains and Patience muft be ufed with fuch ?
How many to be reproved and admonifh’d ?

How many to be directed and comforted # Which

is to be done in our own Studies, when they vifit
us, which we fhould encourage and invite them

+ 2o do on fuch Accounts : — And alfo ’tis to be
. done from Houfe to Houfe, as our Circumftances

| will allow, and the State of our Flock does re-

quxre *Tis certain, that much of our Work,
C and
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and not the leaft difficult Part of it, lies out of
the Pulpit ; and if we do not rake Pains in pri-
vate Methods of Application to our People, we
fhall be afhamed another Day, -~ We fhould al.
ways keep in our Minds, that folemn aftectionate
Charge of the Apoftle to Timothy.— I cbarge thee
therefore, before God and the Lord Fefus Chrift,
who fhall judge the Quick and the Dead, at bis ap-
pearing and bis Kingdows : Preach the Word, be
inflant in Seafon, out of Seafon 5 reprove, rebuke,
exbort, with all Long-fuffering and Doéirine. 2
Tim. iv. 1, 2. If we hope for the Acceptance
of our judge, we muft give Diligence to fulfil the
Minifiry we bare received, ldlenefs is a grear
Sin in any, but vaftly aggravated in a Mxmﬂer,
who has {o much and fuch important Bulinefs on
his Hands. How great will be the Shame and |
Confufion of fuch, when they hear that awful |
Reprimand from their Judge 5 Thou flothful Ser- 7
vant,

4. Wifdom and Difcretion in the Manage- §
ment of the important Truft, is neceffary to make #
-a Workman that neeacth not be afbamed. — Who- |
ever duly confiders the many Difficulties that
attend the right Diicharge of the Gofpel-Mini-
ftry, will eafily fee the Neceflity of this 3 for
want of it, ofter Minifters of very excellent Ac-

complifhments  other Refpedts, are rendered -

in a great Meafure ufelefs. When Chritt com-
‘miflioned his Difciples to go forth and preach §
the Gofpel, he recommended to them the Wifdom
of the Serpent, as well as the Innocency of the Dove.

Wifdom
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& Wildom is profirable to direc?, {ays the Wife Mzn,
§ Eccles. x. 10. And furely no Men upon Earth
+ need it more than the Minifters of the Gofpel.
t4 Alas! what Mifchief has been cone in theChurch
18 of Chnift, by many of the facred Character, for
§ want of it. — We need look no further back than
4 the late Days of God’s glorious Grace, to fee
g the fad Confequences of Minifters being without
4 1. What Reafon have many of us to lamer -+
*1 that we had no more heavenly Wifdom and
'+ Skill to manage in that important Seafor.? How
much has the Caufe of our blefled Mafter fuffered,
§ through our Unfkilfulnefls and Folly ¢ What
4 fad Confufions have been introduced into the
& Church of Chrift, by fome who have had a Zea/
1 for God (we may bear thern Record) though xot
8 gccording to Knowledge. They have by their im-
i prudent Zeal, kindled fuch a Fire as has burnt
® up their own Works, and fet the City of God in
g Flames. O! that we had, had in that Seafon, a
4 greater Senfe of our own Weaknefs, and made
¥ more ardent Application to Heaven, for Wifdom
4 todire&t. — The Enjoyment and L.xercife of this
. % {piritual Skill, is, us 0z exprefles it, ¢ The Life
4 and Grace of the Mliniftry. ” What Need have
1 we of Wildom to direct, to the Choice of fuch
- it Subjets as are fuited 1 the State and Circum-
ki ftances of our Flack ! One Sermon in Seafon is
- likely to do more Good, than many equally va-
- § duable that are ill-timed. And what Skill is
- i required to adapt our felves to the various Ca-
1 pacities of our Hearers, and fpeak a Word in
= o C:2 Seafon
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Seafon to every one, according to their different
States, Circumftances, Trials, Temptations,
Tempers and Difpofitions! How to divide the
Word aright fo as to aroufe the Secure, comfort
the Difconfolate, and fuccour the Tempted, de-
tet the Self-deceiver, and direét the convinced
Seul aright 3 requires great Prudence and Suga-

city.  And if we do not reach the Hearts and

Confciences of our Hearers, and divide to every

one a Portion according to their variousCafes, we *

‘do little to the Purpofe. General Harangues on
Subjelts, though beautifully compoled and flu-

ently delivered ; though they may tickle the EKar
and pleafe the Fancy, will not anfwer the ‘great |
Ends of the Miniftry. There fhould be the moft

clofe and particular Application to Saints and
Sinners ; — ’tis the Life and Soul of Preaching.

Wifdom 18 alfo profitable to dire¢t in the Com-
pofition and Delivery of our Sermohs ; our-Me-
‘thod fhould be clear and diftin& 5 ourStile plain,
eafy and natural, though not low and flat : our
Delivery grave, ferious and affectionate, as be-
comes the Imporrance of our Work. And how

great Need is there of Wifdom in our private

g SRR ~

-

Applications tc our Hearers! The Humours, |
Inclinations, Tempers and Difpofitions of Peo- |

pleare fowvarious, that there is no finall Difficulty
in this Thing. To fuir our Reproofs, Exhorta-

tions and Inftrutions to People, according to
their Tempers and Cafes 5 what Prodence and
Difcretion is néedful ? = And ’tis no lefs requifite
in the Government of the Church., In fhort, a

M?niﬁcr
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*jjw%mxﬂex can never appiove himfeld & Workman
1w God without it, Ol that we had a greater
Senfe of our Necu of this divine Wifdom 4 that
wi gt apply our felves to him 'wbaglws libe.
radly vid upbraids not,

. Wemaft be animated witha Zeal for God
and he Good of Souls, to make us Workmen that
 need not be afamed,

. Such as go v in their great Work, in a cold,
Cearelefs aned | ‘adiferent Manner, as though they
were lritde or nething concerned about che fuc-
cetd of their §.a hwrs, are like to do little good
- to the Souls of I\n f 5 and when they come to fee
st the lalt Day, what everlatting Aftalr they hav
o besn trifling a bout, they will be dre adfully a-
- hamed, &mely, it we have any due Senfe of thc
C o GloryT s (m . and the iavaluable Worth of im-
K’Rl“‘mm Keals, we fhall teed a facred Warmth, an
hc‘ Avdor of Seul in the Difcharge of our im-
g Teatt, on < rhich {o n’mchdgpends. This
m}} CAVY Y w,dll'%’tendgrei Piey and Concem
to belecce .a.,x@\ ers 1o be reeonciled to God
to pluck thesn's Brands out of everlafting Bur-
NINES 5 = 10 »;.;};J thew to come n by all the
folernn Tervors and Lkind Invitations of God’s
Word, This el excite né to Jabour and frive,
by warning and reaching cvery Man, to pre-
Jent cvery Man perfeét in Ghrift, Col. i, 28, 29.
And it is moft ncce(my to animate us under
and carry us through, the various Difticulties and
Difcouragements we thail mect with in our
Work. If we are aiimated with a true Zeal tor
the
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the Honour of our great Lord and Maiter, we
fhall not think it hard to fpend and be (pent for
him 3 nor count our Lives dear, .f we imay but
fullfil the Miniftry we have received, and finifh
our Courfe with Joy We fhall not thro Fear,
Favour or Affection, fhun declaring the whole
Counfel of God, and fo keep our felves free
from the Blood of all Men, *¢ Minifters with.-
* out this (as one exprefles it) are like Stars in
““ a Winter Night, that give a little Light, but
*‘ convey no Heat or Warmth to the Beholdeys.”
*Tis certain, without it they will never be fuc h
Workmen as God will approve, ~
6. Thofc that would approve themfelves m
God in their great Work, muft be conftantly

Jooking to,and depending upon him thA(ﬁﬁance
and Succefs tlerein. ~ Such as go forth in their
~own Strength, will return empty and afhamed.
If we have any juft Senfe of our felves and the
Greatnefs of our Work, we muft fee that we are
altogerher infufficient for thefe Things 3 that we
can neither fave our felves nor thofe that hear us,
We are but earthen Veffels, though entrufted
with a divine Treafure. All our Accomplifh-
ments for our Work come from Chrift ; ’tis he
qualifies Men for, and puts them into the Mini-
itry, and to him we muft look both for the Con-
tinuance and Increafe of thofe Qualifications :
And 'tis certain we depend entirely upon him
for Succefs in our Labours, Tho' Paul Zlam, and
Apollos water, tis God that giveth toe Increafe,
1 Cor. 3. Tho’ we had the Tengues of Men and
Anggls,
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Angels, and theZcal of aSeraph, we could never
turn one Sinner from Darknefsto Light : If left
to our {tlves we fhould be but as the founding
Brafs and tinkling Cymbal. As therefore we
hope for Succefs and Approbation in our grear
Work, we muft go forth in the Grace and
Strength of Chrift. 2 Tim. i1. 1.  And be daily
waiting at the Throne of Grace, on him to whom -
all Power is given for needed Supplies of Grace
and Srength, and that our Labours may be
crowned with Succefs. Minifters fhould be
much in Prayer ; they have much to do with
God 1n a Way of Devotion : And {uch as do
little in this Duaty, and that in a cold, carelels
Manner, will one Day be athamed.

7. Such Workmen as need nmot be afbamed, are
faithful to their facred Truft.

Tis required in Stewards, fays the Apoftle,
that a Man be found faithful. 1 Cor. 1v. 2. As
there 1s no Truft of greater Importance, than
that which 1s devolved on them, fo none can be
under greater Obligatioas to Fidelity. We muft
be faithful in keeping clofe to our facred In-
ftructions, teaching our People the Truth as it
is in Jefus ; — without any Mixture of our own
Inventions, not corrupiing the Word of God, nor

bandling it deceitfully 3 which has often been done
by Men of the facred Character, to the Difhonour
of God and the Ruin of many Souls. Our Bufi-

nefs is, to teach our People what Chrift has
commanded, and to this we are confiped by our

Commiffien, and of this we are to kecp back

nothing
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nothing that may be profitable to them, but
declare the whole Counfel of God. Fidelity will
oblige us to a ftrict lmpartlalxty in all our Ad-.
miniftrations, according to the folemn Charge of
the Apoftle 5 nos pm’ferruzg one before mzot/;mr

doing nothing by Partiality. 1 Tim. v. 21. But
warning every Man and teaching every Man, thet
we may prefent every Man perfeét in Chrisi.  And
unlefs we do fo, we may expect to be athamed
when we appear before our Judge. |

8. Such as defire to approve themfelves to
God in their gireat Work, muit recommend Re-
Jligion by an holy Life and Converfation.

This is a Matter of fo great Importance, fo
‘effential to the Charaéter of a faithtul Minifter,
on which the Succefs of cur Labours does fo much
depend, tlut it cannot be thought of too feriouily
by us. The Churchof Chrift has fuffered more
by the careleis, wicked and fcandalous Lives of
the Clergy, than by her molt open and avowed
Lincmies : Notumg perhaps has done more to-
wards nardening Men in Sin and Infidelicy,
hringing a Reproach on the Ways of God, and
rendering the facred Ofhce contemptible, than
‘I"xi-s A Minif%er who appears grave, ferious
and heavenly-minded out of the Pulpit, and has
s Lanvcrmnon fcafoned with Grace, fo that it
s proficable to the Hearers, commands Refpect

rom b f’mple, and will be heard with Reve-
rence and Attention 3 it gives him a great Ad-
vantage to have a Te(’cimony in the Breafts of
his [learers, that he really believes the Things

he

T L
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he preaches to them. — But a proud, ambitious,
" felf-fecking, worldly, vain Minifter, is the Re-
| proach of his Profeffion ; ; and all his Offerings,

’tis probable, will be defpifed ; with how much
Zeal foever he may preach down Sin, and preach
- up Holinefs, he will be confidered only as aéting

a Part 5 and what he fays will be regarded by
- his Hearers, as much as it is by himfelf. If we
defire to anfwer the great Ends of our Miniftry,
and approve our {elves to God ; we muft fudy to
be an Example to the Flack in al T, bings, in Word,
in Converfation, in Cbarzt_y, in Spirit, in Faztb in
Purity. 1 Tim. iv. 12. In particular,

Our Converfation fhould be without Cove-
toufnefs. *Tis en;omed upon us ot to be greedy
of filthy Lucre, but given to Hofpitality. 1 Tim. iil.
2, 3. ’Twill be to no Purpofe for us to preach
aoam& that Soul deftroying Sin, the Love of the
World which {o univerfally prevails ; if it ap-
pears by our Converfation, that we are purfuing
it with Greedinels and Anxiety our felves, I
know we may be accufed of this by an ungrate-
~ ful People without Reafon. °Tis a common
~ Cry, Minifters love the World as much as other
People : *Twill be well for us, if another Day,
it don’tappear there was too much Occafion for
this general Reproach. But our Concern is to
approve our felves to God, and indeed to the
Confciences of Men too, that we may cut off an
Occafion from thofe that defire it, to reproach
us in this Matter. — Minifters fhould fet loofe
by the World, live above it ; they fhould have
| D liberal
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liberal Hearts, and devife liberal Things. — And
they fhould not be entangled in the Affuirs of |
this Life ; but as much as may be keep them-
felves free from wondly Cares and Incumbrances.
That they may give zbemfelws 7 Readzng, Exbor- }
tation and Dofrine, — be 'wbo[/y in thofe Things, |
that their profiting may appear unto cll. — And if §
Pcople did but {ee, how much ’tis their Intereft §
as well as indifpenfable Duty, they would chear- 3
fully give their Minifters{o liberal aMaintenance, |
that they might in thefe Refpe@ts adorn their
facred Charatter. — Moreover their Converfa- 4
tion fhould be without Offence. Much Prudence §
and Difcretion is requifite for Minifters to con- §
du&t themfelves, fo as to give #o Offence to Few §
nor Gentile, nor io the Church of God § that the §
Ministry be not blamed. Bow to become all Things 1§
to all, and yet be unfaithful to none, isa difficult
Point, and calls for the Wifdom which is from
above. — Our Converfation fhould be grave ;
we fhould live and aét as thofe who have an a-
biding Senfc of the great and important Things
ofRdeton — Again, it fhould be edifying, and
fuch as will minifter Grace to the Hearers.
Our Lips fhould preferve divine Knowledge,
and fpread a Savour of it where ever we £0. “lis
indeed difhicult to introduce religious Conva:i.-
tion in many Sorts of Company ; but it .ugt.
be done much oftner than it is, were it not oi.
Fault. -~ We fhould watch the Mollia T+r1pora
fandi y the happy Seafon in which we ro~y lave
a free Accefs to our Hearers; and for thos ¥
we 4

%ﬂwmm"\mﬁmim it 0
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we fhould carefuily improve tneir Vitits to us,
as well as ours to them, — But I muft haften very
briefly in the fecond Place.

Seconpry, To confider the Importance of
ftudying to approve our felves to (God, HWorkmen
that nced noi be cfpamed. — And here,

1. We thovid ftudy for it, becaufe it is a diffi-
cult Thing thus to approve our felves to God, =
What has already been faid of a Workman that

cedeth not be athamed, may convince every
confiderace Perfon, that it is no light and eafy
Matter to be fuch. — There is vaft Difficulty in
the right Difcharge of our facred Truft, and
awfu! Danger of our being found unfaithful and
afhamed : And if we do not ftudy, labour and
take Pains in this weighty Bufinefs, we can’t
hope for the Acceptance of cur Judge.

2. The Glory of (rod, and the Welfare of
‘mmortal Souls, are concerned in our approving
our felves fuch Workmen. This, as we have
heard, is the great End and Defign of our Mini-
ftry ;5 the anfwering of which fhoulc be the
Bufinefs and Chre or our Lives. And if we have
any due Concern for the Glory of God, or be-
coming Senle of the invaluable Worth of immor-
tal Souls, we fhall fee the Neceflity of giving our
{elves wholly to thefe Things, of ftudying, la-
bouringand ftrivingto approveour felvesfaithful

ig our great Work ; on the Succefs of which, fo

much and fo important Things depend : For we
muft be either a Savoar of Life unto Life, or
Death unto Death to our People.  Surely then we

7 D2 fhould
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fhould take heed to our felves and to our Mini. #
ftry, that we may not only fave our felves, but
thofe that hear us.
3. Our Peace and Cornfort here, depend upon §
oui approving our felves fuch Workmen, — 1}
What a wretched uncomfortable Life muft thefe §
Miaifters live, who feel a guilty Confcience con- §
~tinually upbraiding and accufing them, for being
deceitful, flothful and negligent in the Work of 1
the Lord ; who know that they are neither ap-
proved toGod nor to their own Confciences! — 1
‘This, methinks, added to the other Difficulties |
of their Work, is enough to render it infuppor- §
table. Surely they muft be Strangers to any £
folid Comfort, who carry in their Breafts, fuch 1
an unfailing Spring of Torment and Woe, ~ |
which isa fad Prefage of that unutterable Horror
and endlefs Difpair, which awaits fuch in the §
other World. But on the contrary, what Soul-
fatisfying Peace, muft thofe feel, who bave this for
their rejoicing, the Teftimony of their cwn Confcience,
that in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity, with Zeal
and Fidelity, they have laboured to at in their
~great Work ! What a divine Support this is,
under the Reproaches of an ungrateful World,
and the many Difcouragements and Difficulties |
we may expect to meet with in the Difcharge of
our Duty ! A Corfcioufnefs that we have ap-
proved our felves faithful to God, will be aSource
of fuch facred Peace and Pleafure, as the World |
can neither give nor take away., O let usthen
ftudy to fhew our felves approved to God.
‘ 4. The
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4. The joyful Acceptance fuch will meet with
from their Judge, and the glorious Reward that
will be beftowt:d upon them, thould excite us to
approve our felves fuch Workmen. — e watch
for Souls as thefe that muft give an Account. And
if we have thus approved our felves to God,
however we may have often laboured in vain,
and {pert our Strength for Nought 3 how much
foever we have been hated and reviled by un-
thinking Sinners, for telling them the Truth ;
we fhall appear before our Judge with exceeding
Joy, and receive @ Crown of Glory that fadeth not
away, This we fhould bear on our Minds, to
fuppart us under, and animate us inthe Difcharge
of our difficult Work. Bleffed is that Servant,
whom when bis Lord comes, be fhall find fo doing, —
and who thall be received with a Well done, good
and faithful Servant,

5. The dreadful Confequence of being found
unfaithful, fhould awaken us to a {folemn Con-
cern to approve our felves fuch Workmen. — We
mutt give a ftrict and impartial Account of our
felves and the Miniftry we have received; —
how we have fulfilled it 3 — what Pains and Di-
hgence we have ufed in it ; ~ what we have done
with the Souls committed to our Truft. And if
we are found to have aéted carelefly and deceit-
fully in the Lord’s Work, preach’d our felves
and not Chrift, fecking to pleafe Men and not
. the Lord, or fuffered the Souls of our People to
perifh, for want of plain, feafonable and faithful

Warning ; how fad and awful will our Account
be |




Muin.

be! What Amazement and Confufion will over.
whe!m unfaith{ul Minifters, when they appear
before their Judge, with the Blood of loft Souls |
crying againtt them for Vengeance! Of all §
Men they will be the moft wretched ; the foreft §
Damnation furely awaits fuch in another World. §
We thould therefore fudy to foew our felves Work- §
men that need not be afbamed.

IMPROVEMENT.

1. We learn the Greatnefs and linportance of §
the Minifterial Work, and with what ferious §
Confideration, Sollicitude and Concern Perfons 7
fhould enter upon it. How weighty, how folemn §
the Charge ot thofe, to whom immortal Souls §
are committed ! *Tis no light nor eafy Thing, §
to be an Ambaffador of the Lorp or HosTs, and §
come in his Name to a perithing World. How §
important and folemn are the Meflages we bring! §
How much depends on the Succefs of ourWork'
We are to be the Savour of Life or Death to our §
Hearers. O! what Knowledge and Wifdom,
— what Painfulnefs and Diligence, — what Zeal ;
for God, and Compaflion for perifhing Souls §
thould there he, to difcharge this important
Work aright ' What Difficulties and Trials, §
Tcmpratxons and Heart-finking Difcourage-
ments, do thofe meet with who are engagcd in §{
it! How itri¢t and impartial will their Account |
be at the laft Day ! And is this a Work to be |
entered upon ina carelefs, thoughtlefs Manner ? |

(
No fure’ but With Fear and dcep. Concern of 1
Soul. §
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Soul, *Ts true, be that de/‘m the Office of o

 Buybep, defires a good Werk 5 tis a noble Em.

ploytent 5 buthe alfo defires a we\gf* tv and moft

difficult Work ; for let him read what tollows,

A Bifbop muft be blamele[s, &c, — He muil be

mfe, lt:,.xrnéd diligent, faithful, zc.élow., api.
\ 1o reach, lm‘y, c‘x.zmphry, Efe. Let fnch then
i as are def ligning to enter on the Work. \f,)f the
1 Minittry, ferioufly confider how great and fo.
r 4 Iémn it is : Don't let them dream ot a Liiz of
. 4 tiale, Indolence and Pleafure, but lot upen it
§ that it will be full of Labour and Care. Take
4 heed that you be not induced hereto by any
| mean 2nd Jordid Views 3 you had better be the
4 Off-fcouring of all Elefh, than to p: cach to gain
{ the vain Applaufe of your fellow Worms
{ you had better beg your Breac all your Days

than to ¢nter upon itasa Trade 1o live by, how |

{ ever they may live, *twill be dreadful dying
1 tor fuch, and more dreadful appearing before
ther Judge, O' be much i Prayer o God,

with diligent Application to your Studies, that
youmay be prepared for this great Work before
you enter upon it,

2, Let this Difcourfe in all Humility be ad.
drefs’d to thofe of the facred Order, wlw ATC -
here prefcm,.

As it hath pleafed you, my Reverend Fathers,
and dear Brethren, to appoint the unworthic it

| of ycmf Number to fpeak on this Occalion, you

t will fuffer 2 Word of hxhortanon, to fliru f his
j own Ieart and yours in this great Wor

to
whish
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which we are called. We have now broughe |
trefh to our Minds, the folemn Tranfaétions of §
that Day, when we gave our felves up to the .
Lord in the fucred Service of the Miniftry ; how §
folemn and facred were the Vows, how awful f

the Bonds by which we bound our felves to the

Lord! And how have we fullfilled the Miniftry |3
we then received ? What have we done with
that facred Treafure, the everlasting Gofpel, com- |
mitted to our Truft? Have we with a becoming
Ardour and Zeal, publifh’d.the glad Tydings §
thereof to a guilty World ? Have we befoughe
Sinners with an holy Farneftnefs and Importu- 4

~ nity, to be reconciled to God ? Have we been
m{hnt in Seafon and out of Seafon, — been wil-

b ling to fpend and be {pent for Chrift ? Have
we had a beggmm;, Senfe of the everlafting Im-
portance of thofe Things, we have been treating ,

- with Sinners ubout ? And have we plead with

them, as having a Senfe of the tranfcendant Ex.
ce!lenf‘v of that Saviour we preach, and the in-
valuable Worth of Souls committed to our Care ?

,:I-Lwc we, knowing the Terrors of the Lord, per- |
fwaded and warned Sinners, and tafting that be is

pracious, invited them to come to him for Life ?

Are we Workmen that need not be afhamed ¢ 4
Have we experienced the Pawer of thofe Truths |
in our own Souls, that we have {o often recom-
mended toothers ? How great will beourMifery | §
how awtul our Deftraction ! it we at Jalt fhould bc:

tound Strangers to that Saviour we have {o often

preacld 1o others, 4 Miniftercf Chrif found ]




§ an En .y to him, everlaftingly difowned and
E  rejected by him under the Doom of the flothful
Servant, with the Blood of Souls crying againft
him, how awful, how tremendous the Thought!
with what Confufion fhall we ftand before our
Judge, when our own Sermons will rife up in
Judgment againft us and condemn us. O
what an Empbafis will it add to our Horror and
Difpair in the Regions of Darknefs, to have our
own Confciences preaching over thofe awful
Terrors we have denounced againft others, but
ncver duly minded our felves. Ifafter we have
oreach’d to others we our felves thould be Caft-
1 aways, of all Men we fhall be the moft wretched
4 and forlorn: Jt never entered into the Heart of
1 any to conceive the unutterable Anguith and
4 Diftreis fuch will feel, who fink not only under
{ the Weight of their own Sins, but the Guilt of
i other Soulscrying againft them. |

- Is it not enough to make our Flefh tremble,

and our Hearts fail us for Fear of thefe Things?
Are we fure we fhall not be of this wretched

| Number ? Have we not done the Work of the

{ Lord flothfully and deceitfully ? Have we not
»{ trified with the precious Blood of Chrift, and all
| theGloriesof hisGofpel | Have wenot too often,
y alas! fpokentoSinders withcoldHeartsand frozen
Lips, about Things of everlafting Moment and
Coniféquence to them ? And is there no Danger

A

we thall be found among the flothful Servants at
[ Jaf, ind reckive the dreadfol Doom of fuch ?
| Pardon this Language, that flows more from a
P B | JealOUfY




And fuffer me to intreat you, my Reverend Fa-
thers, to befeech you, my dear Brethren, and
warn my own Soul, to take heed to our felves
and the Mmutry we have received of the Lord
to fullfil Never was there a Day, perhaps,
in which meﬁers were more loudly call'd to
Zeal, A&ivity and Diligence, than now. — *Tis
no lefs lamentable to be thought on, than true in
Fad, that vital Piety and Godlinefs is languifh-
ing and d) mg away. Iniquity abounds, and the
Love of many waxes cold. How much Profanenefs
and Security among Sinners ! Coldnefs and
Deadnefs among the Children of God | How is
the Life and Power of Godlinefs ridiculed and
y bantered by many, flighted and difregarded by
moft ? Whar woful Apoftafies from hopetul Be-
ginnings ¢ What Stumbling-Blocks laid before
Sinters by the fcandalous Lives of Profeflors,
the carelefs uneven Walk of Saints ? And can
we be unmoved and unaffefted at thefe Things ?
Shall we fuffer the Caufe of our Mafter to die
under our Hands, for want of Zcal and Fervour
in our great Work ? Can we with Coldnefs and
Indifferency behold the glorious Gofpel defpis’d
and undervalued, and Sinners rufhing headlong
to Ruin and Deﬁm&xon ? Where is our Zeal

for the Lord of Hofts 2" Where are aur Bowels
of Pity and Compaffion for perifhing Souls ¥ And |

what Account fhall we give to our great Judge,
if we ftand as unconvinced Speators of the

prowing Security, and mourn ul Apoftacy of Y

this

}caloniy cver my own Heart, tha.n & fear of you.
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this Diy p O let us aroufe our Souls to-an
holy Zeal and Fervency in fulfilling the Mini-
ftry we have received, and what our Hands find
| 10 do in this great Work let us do it with our
| Might : Studying to fbew our felves approved 12
\ God — Workmen that need not be afbamed. o
i 3. I would addrefs this Difcouite to my dear
Brot’ber, who 1s now to be fet apart to the facred
| Service of the Miniftry. We blc{s God, who
has inclined your Heart to this important and
4 difficult Wor{( and we troft, in fome due Mea-,
1 fure, qualified you therefor. *Tis our Heart’s.:
B Defire and Prayer to God, that you may come -
i to this Peopue in tbe Fullnefs of the Bleffings of the
3 Gof el'of Peace ; that you may turn many to Rng-a

o - R
ales PrEAES

a5 the Stars for ever .pznd cver. We thereforc de-
fire you may enter upon it with a deep Senfe of -
jthe Greatnefs of this Charge, of the Worth of |
iSouls that are now to be commlcted to you, andg
the ftrict Account you muﬁ give to your Judge,
{No Charge more awful can be committed to
3 ortal Man than that you are now to recexve, |
before God, Angels and this Affembly : No .
Bonds more folemn and facred, than thofe you
kre bringing your felf under to God and youy
People : No Work more difficultand i importang
fhan that you are engaging in. O ! what Grace, -
vhat Wlf”dom, what Zeal, what Courage, Pams, ,
Piligence, Self-denial are required .of fuch. as -
%d a prove themfclves toGod herein. chry
oul ﬁ\at is now to be committed to your Charge,
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is more Wuith than the whele World, and will
be demanded of you at the Jaft Day. Does not
your Heart tremble and move out of it’s Place,
and are you not ready to fay, woe is me [ am
undone, I am a Man of unclean Lips ! But the’
it be a great and moft weighty, *tis alfo a moft
glorious ar 3 »r~ellentWork youare engaging in.
He that defires the Office of a Bifbop, difires a good
Work. Undertake it therefore with a willing
Mind, in the Strength of the Lord, relying on
that moft gracious Promife, — lo ! I am with you
alway, even to the End of the World. Enter upon
this Charge with a fingle Eye to God’s Glory,
a fervent Love to precious Souls, and a deep
Senfe of the Nature and everlafting Importance
of it. Study, my Brother, to approve your felf
to God ; ’tis the gteat, glorious, heart-fearching
God, that puts you nto the Miniftry ; with him
you have todo, and to him you will be accounta-
ble another Day. Be diligent, painful, zealous
and faithful in the Difcharge of your important
Truft : You will find Work enough, and that
of the laft Importance to take up your Time
and Thoughts. — Labyur to increafe and im-
prove the Gifts God has beftowed upon you ;
give your felf to Reading, Study, Meditation
and Prayer ; be wholly in thefe Things, that

your Profiting may appear to all. Don’t think
much to take Pains for fo excellent a Mafter as

you ferve, and for Souls for whom he thed his
preciousBlood. The everlafting Gofpel of God’s
Grace is now to be committed to your Truft ; O!

don’t

|
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~don’t trifle with that invaluable Treafure ; but
- publifh the great Salvation therein revealed to

perithing Sinners, with a becoming Zeal and
Ardour of Soul. Knowing the Terrors of the
Lord, perfwade and warn Sinners, in the Bowels
ot Jeius, and with the tendereft Compaflion for
Souls, beleech them to be recenciled to God.
Warn every Man, teach cvery Man, that, if
poflible, you may prefent cvery Man perfel? in
Coryt. Difhiculties, Trials and Difcouragements
await you in this Work, but let none of thefe
Things move you, if fo be you may finifh your
Coitrfe with Foy, and the Miniftry you bave received
¢f the Lord. Think often of the folemn Vows
you are now about to take upon you, in the Pre--
fence of God, Angels and Men ; and never in-
dulge low and trifling Thoughts of what now
appears to you of fuch facred and everlafting
Importance. Think often of the Greatnefs of
vonrWorkx, the ftrict and imparuial Account you
- muft give another Day, the Danger and awful
Confequence of being found unfaithful.  Con-
vinue faithful witil Death, end the Lord fhall give
yeu a Crown of Life that fadeth not away : To
whom be all Honour and Glory, Dominion and
. Praile, for ever and ever. Amen.



