NOVEMBER goth, 186,
. BY THE

REV. GEORGE BUIST, D. D.

CHARLESTON:
PRINTED BY W. . YOUNG,

Franklin's Head, No. 41, Broad-Street.

gwwwww




A

Dl SC OUR SE,
| “ »‘J("t*f, | &‘0 &C
LUKE x1i. 40.

Be ye therefore ready dlso; for the Som
- of Man cometh at an hour when
" ye thmlc not

My Casistian Bnnmxm W%f
THE obfcureft md1v1dual il "ls not with-
out fome teftimony of refipect to his memo-
Near the {pot where his afhes repofe,
fome frail memorial, erefted by the affection
of his friends, warns the heedless paflfenger
to tread with light and tender fieps the
, ground which covers a fellow mortal. - The
*fable weeds of mourning, for a time at leaft,
announce to the eye the anguith which
wrings the heart; and the figh which iffues
from the bofom of 1 : acquaintance and
friends, while they pronounce his name,
proves that there his memory is not wholly
extinguifhed. |
Afletion, gratitude, and policy, combine
in beftowing honors {till more diftinguithed
and permanent on thofe who have occupied
AR |

.



pubhc ftations with honor and ufefulnefs ;
who have enlightened fociety by their in-

ftru€tions, profited it by their {abors, or
adorned it by their example; who, by the
external diftintions which Pfrwldence has
been pleafed to beftow, or by that {uperior
worth of charaéter which greater degrees of
intelle€tual and moral improvement confer,

have been exalted abeove the reft of their
kind.. Funeral .panegyrics have been pro-
nounced on .theix pham&ex, their names
have been embalmed in fong, and handed
down to future-gges, as objet s of the grati-

tude and admirathe an of pofterity.

Where the #tion and eharalter of the in-
dividual wha ‘has- fallen, may' not have at-
trafled the puililic a%‘tenbﬂn there may ftill

have been fomething.in the manner.of his
departme fa ﬁmkmg" and affefling, as to
render it a favormable. o¢cafion for calling
on men: to stand tn awe, and comsider the do~ -
ings of the Kevd; to number their days, and
- dpply their kewrts wito wisdom. When many
‘have beem involved in the famte calamity ;
when they have been called away fuddenlv
and umexpeStedly from -the enfoyment of
prefent or promifed pleafure; when death,
whom, even mrhismildeft afpett, mature can-
net view without abhorrence anddismay, hay
approached in all his terrors, invefied with
the hereors of shipwreck, or amid firangers
in a foreign lund, without any of thole
foothing attentions and confolations, by
which thc affeCtionate kindnels of relatives
strives to {mooth the bed of death, without
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2 f'rlend to clofe their eyes and pay the laﬂ.
~offices’ of refpett to their athes ;—then the

‘pubhc mingle their tears with thole of for-
: «rowmo' relaﬂxons and friends, th face of '
ty 18 overfpread with darknefs and
ofifinefs, the veice of mirth and jollity
is for a tine {u*f})eﬂ&ed the vanity Qf the
world is acknowﬂedged and eternity rifes
awfudly to vieww. Thispfurely, is the {feafon
to drop the {eegts of virtue mto the moiften~
ed soil; thisis the propitieus moment when
‘rehm@n may- %ift up her voice with the
pro{pe & of being héard and rc«'mked |
1 concetve; t’h@refm, hat 1 ﬁmll dif-
charge a public duty, ‘and perform a {ervice
beneficial and acceptable toshe hearers of the

gofpel, as'well as comply with a requeft not
‘to be declined, promptedbv the warmth of
(ongtlgal and filial affection, while Tendeavor
to pay-a tribute of refpe€tto the memory of
one of the moftdiftinguefhed fufferers in that
_ difaftrous event, whxch about three months

ago deprived this city of many valuable in-
habﬂants, and clothed the whole community
in mourning ; who, though noet a member of
this congrevatmn, yet belonged to the {fame
religious denomination ; and who, with the
love of his own country, always maintain-
ed a ftrong attachment to the land of his
1oref'1ther:s

As we, of this congregation, had our fhare
of {uffering on that mel ancholy oceafion,
and were called to movin for fome of our
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beft members and deareft friends, I have al-
‘ready exhorted you, in a difcourfe delivered
immediately after the tidings of the fatal
event reached this city, not to sorrow for
them who have fallen asleep, as others who
have no hope. The important and fqlemn
admeoenition of our Savmur, in the text, wilI
lead us'to take anotber and different view
of the fubjett of mortality.;,, We - cannot
indeed_hope to fay. any. thlng new or un-
known on fo familiar a topic, It will be
fuﬂiment if we can place the {ubjeét before
. you in jts native dimplicity. . For, furely,
thofe truths which relate to. death and judg-
ment need no charms of eloquence, or
firength of argument to difplay their im-
portance ; they can pever be uninterefting
“to beings who have rational and immortal
 {pirits, and who will be for ever happy or
miferable, according to. the ftate in which
they fhall be found, when the Son of Man
- cowmeth.
 The coming of the Son of Man may

refer either to the general judgment, or to
the day of each individual’s death. But it
is altogether unneceﬁ'ary, as far as regards
- the practical application, to diftinguith thefe
two events. For though the purpofes of
”'heaven, concerning our world, may ftill
- be going on to their completion; though
~others may fiill enjoy the light of day, the
} pleafures of life, the means of improvement,
~and the offers of falvation, yet the dead

; have no part in any thing which is done un-
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der the fun. Their term of probation is
finithed ; their day of falvation is over. To
all intents and purpofes the fummons of
death is the fame to the individual as the °
found of the laft trumpet. . The coming of
the Son of Man may therefore be confidered
as fignifying  the approach of death. And
the text, thus underftood, will contain two
things; Firft, A folemn warning and admo-
nition to prepare for death, -Beye ready ;
and, Secondly, The reafons which render it
neceffary to prepare for death, Beye there-
Jore ready also, for the Son of “Man cometh
at arhonr when ye think not.

_ We ‘fhall, therefore, in farther profecu«
tion of the fubge& inquire,

1. Way we ought fo prepare Jor death ? and*

11. How we shall most effectually prepare for
that important event 2

After which we fhall advert to the life and
charaGter of him, to whofe memory this tri-
bute of refpett is paid ; and then conclude
with one or two general reflections.

I. We ought to prepare for death; .1. Be-
caufe it is certain in its event; 2. Becaufe it
is uncertain in its circumftances; 3. Becaufe
1t 1s near at hand; and, 4. Becaufe it is deci-
sive of our everlafting fiate.

First; We ought to prepare for death,
becaufe it is an event abfolutely certain.
The prudent fcholar, while he feels €t desir-
able to be chuamted with every branch of

A4



knowledge, is more particularly attentive to
thofe which his profeffion and deftination'in
life will lead him to praétife and apply. So
the man and the chriftian fhould, above all
things, be {olicitous to learn to die; for, of
all the incidents in his being, this is the only
one in which there is no contingency. Of
every other. condition or relation of life,
‘we may not be expuofed to the temptations
or called to praftife the duties. The fnares
of profperity may pever be fpread for our
feet ; -the bitter cup of adverfity may never
be put into.our. hands. All are not called
. v;to pra&:xfe the parentak and conjugal ¥istues.
3?1;’%'!»:.:;".' | Few have an opportunity of acquiring that
Vil erown of glor Y which-adorns the hoary- -head,
;i*,;* - when Jound tu the way of righteousness.
“Some are called to rule, others to ferve ;
| ;fome to inftru, ‘others to receive inftruc-
‘tion; fome to rejoice, others to weep.
- To each of thefe are affigned peculiar duties,
which they, more than others, are bound to.
‘cultivate.  But the duty of preparation for
‘death 1s of univerfal and indifpenfable obli~
‘gation.  ¥or no man liveth, and shall not sec
death.  Ever f{ince their fatal apoftacy from
~Goc, it s appointed unto all men once fo dic.
By one man sin entered inlo the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men,
| fur that all have sinned. The night 1s coming
'when we muft, whether we are willing and
*ready ornct, lic douwn and Tise no ore to
%any earthly purpuie or purfuit. When we
! iave toiled a few fummers and winters more

i
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in the purfuit of fleeting pleafures and un-
{ubftantial blifs, we muft bid them an eter-
nal farewell. In this warfare there is no dis-
tintion and no difcharge. The poor man
who travelled heavily along under the bur-
den of affliftion, labor, and care, fhall lie
down to reft; and he, whole glory reached
unto heaven, and who faid in his heart, 1
fit as a king and fhall fee no forrow, fhall

alfo be brought down to the grave. The '

portion of clay, which was for a time {epa-
‘rated from the general mafs, muft fink back
to its original. © The dust shaill retura to the

earth as it was. Neither youth, nor firength,

nor wifdom, nor virtue can exempt a fingle

indiridsixl from the operation of this uni<

verfal fiainte. The faireft countenance shall

be defe: fmd the comelieft features fhall

becotne ﬁ*&”d and ghdftly ; and the ftatelieft
form fasll be laid low The bones which

were as Lrafs Mall become foft as clay; the

vigorous arm fhall be unﬁmng; and the ac-

tive limb fhall lofe its agility. The eye

which looked abroad on the works . of God, |

and gazed with admiration on the heavens
and the earth, fhall be funk in darknefs. The

ear; through which inftruttion and comfort

were conveyed to the mind, fhall be for ever

ftopt. The tongue which charmed with its

perfuafive eloquence, thall moulderinto duft;

and the breaft which heaved with kind and

fympathetic emouons fhall be cold and in-
{enfible.

Thefe; myv brethren, are truths which re-
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quire no proof. There is not one in this af-
embly who thinks of calling themin quettion.
But it is one thing to affent to a general truth,
and another thing to apply it to ourfelves.
The underftanding may be convinced while
- the heart remains unaffetted. . In the days
- .of health and gaiety, while death is future,
~and, as we haope, far diftanf, we find the ut-
moft difficulty in realizing this event, and
~bringing it home to our imagination. To
~ cure: this dulness of apprehenfion, let us re-
fett for a moment on what is now piefent to
our eyes and. our ears. . We know:that we
are new aflembled together in .the houfe of
God ;::we {fee one another ; we liften to the
words of eternal life.. .But there was a time
whén -this hour was future ; and, not being
- prefent to our {enfes, it was equally obfcure,
| and ifs exiftence as hard to be conceived as
now, is the day -of our death. We looked
forward ; but all was darknefs and uncertain-
ty: not a fingle objeét could the eye clearly
difcern. . But the intervening time has pafied
‘away. What feemed very diftant and uncer-
tain is now prefent and real. - And as cer-
tainly as you this day entered within thefe
walls, fo certainly fhall: you enter into the
'manfions of the dead ; ‘as certainly as you
'now:fee one another, fo certainly fhall you
behold thé King of Terrors approac ; as
certainly as you now fitin God’s houfe, fo
certainly #hall you appear in his immediate
prefence; as certainly as the breaft now
throbs at the thought, fo certainly fhall the
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breath go out, and the spirit return to God
who gave it. | o

Can you then be unconcerned in making |
preparation for this inevitable hour? - If a |
" few only were expofed to the firoke of death, |
there. would be lefs room. for anxiety and |

alarm. Nay, if, while the great bulk of
“men muft {ubmit to the general fentence,
~ fome favored individuals, however - {mall |
‘the number, were exempted, we might,-even
in this cafe; excufe that fanguinefelfdove
which flattered itfelf with attaining fo rarea
- privilege.. But whent not-one of thewhole |
hwman race is exempted, it muft .be pre-

{umption, amounting to madnefs, tg neglett
| grcpamtion for what we cannot efcape; to -

e ready to Meet our fate with becomingre-
fignation, fortitude, and hope, muft be our
beft and trueft wildom. - °
~ Secondly ; We ought to prepare for death,
becaufe it is uncertain in its circumftances.
‘While it is certain that the attack will be
made, the hour and tle manner knoweth no
~man. Hence it isthe more neceffary to be
- ready at al] times, and prepared at all points,
if we hope not to be furprifed.
< Death 1s uncertain as to time. The Son
of Man cometh at an hour when we think not,
He may come in the second watch, or in the
the third watch, or at the cock-trowing. He
is not confined to any period of life. We
are not jaler in the vigor cf health or in
the bloom of youth, than in the day of fick-
nels, and in the decrepitude of old age. Is

|
|
|
\
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there one in this aﬁ‘embly who ventures to
promife himfelf twenty years, or ten years,
or one year, or a month, ora day, or an
‘hour of certain life ? Perhaps before a few
days have elapfed, perhaps to-morrow, per-
“haps to day, perhaps before we leave thefe
‘walls, the awful ‘mandate may be iffued from
on high, Give an account of thy Stewdrdship.
For who knoweth what a day or an hour may
bring forth 2+ As death is always prefent,
it is manifefly our dity to be always ready.
Did we know éxaltly the number 3f our
days, or were we affured that at any rate we
thould fee long life, we might be excufable
“in neglefting to praétife a painful duty for
‘which there was no immediate occafion.
‘We might devote the prefent time to finful
indulgence, and when the 2 fP pointed hour
drew nigh, it would then be foon enouch to
set our house i prder. But we Rand every
moment on the brink of the grave. We walk
‘on a precipice where, évery ftep we take,
the ground meulders away from under our
feet. On the tight hand and on the left, be-
fore us and behind us, the pit opens its de-
vouring jaws; from time totime our friends
and neighhours ftumble and difappear ;

and fhall we veluntarily fhut our eyes and
pafs heedlefs along? Can we fleep fecure
under the 1mpend1ng {word? Shall we be
inceflantly contriving plans which itw. d
‘require eternity to ﬁm{h when in a moment
- we and our plans may be remcved into
~ darknefs? -~Above all, ought we to indulge
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in fin, in the hope of future repentance and
forgivenefs, when this very inftant may put
repentance for ever out of our power?
Death is uncertain alio as to the manner
of his approach. As ne condition or age,
fo no fituation prevents his arrival. He
not only dees not unifermly wait till old
age and continued infirmity have admonith-

1'

¢d us to fet our houfe in order, but even |

gives frequently no warning, of his coming
by the forerunner of difeafe. Often does

he come as a thief in the might, and rufh on |
the unhappy victim, when, bur'ed in floth

and fecurity, he puts the evil day far from

him, and fays te his {oul, thou hast much
goods laid up for many days, take thine éase,
eat, drink, and be merry. On the day of
vitory, in. the midft of the domeflic circle,
in the gay {cenes of mirth and feflivity, in
the moment of licentioufnefs and debauch-
ery, in the midft of .profound fleep, the

mandate has been issued from on high, and

no time has been allowed to prepare; in-
ftant obedience has been required. Surely, |
then, if we were wife, we would never in-
“dulge in any ation or fituation in which we

would wifh not to be found when the Son of
Man cometh.  As it is no lefs poffible that

we may die this moment, than it is certain
~we muft at length yield up our breath, we
ought to view ourfelves as #lready on our
death-bed ; we ought to think and {peak, and
act, as il we were inftantly to give an ac-

unt.

And that we may perceive the full force




of this argument, let us fuppofe that this
moment our soul should be required of us,
or, which amounts to the fame thing, that
the angel of God fthould now lift up his hand
to heaven, and swear by him who liveth for
ever, that time shall be no longer ; that a fud-
den clap of thunder fhould announce the
approach of the great and terrible day of the
- Lord; that the roof ithould open over our
heads; and that, Iifting up our eyes, we
thould {ee the sun darkencd, the moon turned
tnto blood, the elements melting wilh fervent
heat, the judge coming in the clouds of heaven,
and the awlul tribunal erefted ; and that we
thould hear this peremptory cormmand ad-
drefled to each of us, Arife anda come to
judgment; What emotions would eccupy
our breafts! What darknefs wouldroverfpread
the faces in inis afflembly ! What terror and
difmay would feize the fecure, the finner,
and the ungodly ! What bitter lamentations
fhould we hear over mifpent time! What
earneft intreaties for one day or hour longer
to fpend in the reformation of their lives,
and in prayer, for the forgiveneis of their
sins! What fear and anxiety would agitate
even the beft of men! How many plans
would be left unexecuted! How many
houfes weuld be found in diforder! If, my
brethren, your hearts now tremble at the
very idea of fuch a fcene, how infinitely
more awful muft be the reality? If you
~ with that this day may not thus come upon
you unawares, prepare forthwith, O Sinner !
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prepare, O Chriftian! fo meet thy God. Give
not {leep to your eyes, nor flumber to your
eye-lids till _f'ou break off your fins by re-
pentance ; till you flee by faith to the hope
of refuge fet before you in the gofpel; till
‘you feel that fecurity which can proceed
only from z fenfe of peace and reconcilia-
tion vith God. The feeds of that difeafe
which is to terminate your days may be al~
readv fown; the train may be laid which
~ will overturn your plans and darken your
profpefls ; the tempeft may have begun to
gather, which is appointed to overwhelm
you in the deep; you may be entering on
that journey which will conduét you to your
long home. Be ye, therefore, ready also,
Jor the Son of Man cometh at an hour when
ye think not. |
Thirdly ; We ought to prepare for death,
becaufe it is near at hand. The time is fhort,
and the bufinefs which we have to perform
in it is difficult and important. Could we
be certain of efcaping all the dangers which
threaten our life in its various ftages, and of
arriving at the utmoft verge of old age, yet
what is the whole amount of human exift-
ence? Itisa drop in the ocean, a pointin
immenfity. What is our life? It is as a
vapour which appeareth for a little, and then
vanisheth. With a flight {wifter than the
eagle’s do our years pafs away. . In early
life, and viewed in profpettive, they appear
to be of confiderable length; but, when
paft, they vanith as a vifion of the night,
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and are as a tale that is told. And, like the
paft, fo will the future years of our exift-
ence fly away and we fhall be gone. Let
the aged tell how fhort the years to them
now appear. They may remember when,
in early life, it feemed that the {fun, in the
fong days of fammer, would never fet, that
the years of pupilage and dependence would
never be over, and that the period of man-
hood and of aétive -exertior. would never
arrive. But, ah! how different now the
cafe! Before they can turn round, before
they have had time to lay their plans and to
look about them, another year paffes over
their head, and fo another and anogter with
equal rapidity, till they quickly and imper-
ceptiblypﬁndt);hemfelve{s grrivec)l, at the l:)al.
There is, therefore, not a moment to lofe.
We muft work the work of Him who sent us
while it is day, for the night cometh wherein
no man can work. While I fpeak, our dift-
ance from eternity is {enfibly diminifhing:
the hour of our departue is drawing near-
er and nearer. Let us walk while we have
light: let us redouble our exertions to reach
in fafety the city of refuge, left darknefs
overtake us on the road, when we will
inevitably become the prey of ravenous
“beafis.

Lastly ; We ought diligently to prepare
for death, becaufe it is decisive of our ever-
lafting condition.

If death were merely a termination of
our exiftence, it might indeed infpire us
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with melancholy refle€tions, but could not
properly be any motive to virtuous conduct.
In that cafe, as the fool died, fo would the
wife man; there would be no reafon to envy
the lot of the one, more than of the other.
The fenfualift, indeed, might feel more
keenly the pang of feparation: but this
pang would be of fhort continuance; and
the horrors of the grave would be an objett,
which wifdom muft ftrive to conceal from
view. In like manner, it would be of little
confequence, on the fame fuppofition, at
what time, in what fituation, or by what
cause, we met our fate. The addition of a
few years of frail and feverifh exiftence, re-
{fembling the fragments of a difordered
“dream, muft be a matter of very little im-
portance. To one who believes, that when
the breath departs, the foul is extinguifhed,
and the man enters into an eternal union
with the common mafs of matter, it can
fignify little, vrhether his body fhall repofe
in peace with the athes of his forefathers,
or be configned to a watery grave, or be
difperfed to the four winds of heaven, and
fcattered over the face of the earth. But
when we view man, as an accountable and
immortal being; when we confider death,
as that event which clofes the period of our
probation, and introduces us into the pre-
{ence of a holy and righteous Judge, before
whem, every thought we have ever enter-
tained, every word wehave everuttered, every
)
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attion we have ever performed, fhall be
brought forward and judged; then does its
vaft importance, and the neceflity of prepa-
ration for it, firikingly appear. After death
Jollows the gudgment ; the refult of which is
eternal happinefs, or everlafting mifery.
The one, or the other, is the portion of
- every man. Death, while it removes us
from the prefert fcene, either introduces
us into the blifsful fociety of juft men made -
perfett, there to live and reign et rnally
with God, or configns us to the prifon of
darknefs and defpair, there to fuffer for
ever with the fallen angels and the fpirits of

the miferable. The lord of all has, as it
were, gone into a far country; he has retir-
ed, for a time, from the fcene. But, before -
his departure, he gave unto us, his servants,
various talents, to every man according to his
ability, and add.d this injuntion, Occupy
till I come. After a time, fufficient to af-
certain and confirm our charafler, he will
come and rzckon with us.  Unto fuch as
have been faithful and diligent, he will fry,
Wl done good and faithful scrvant; thow.
hast been faithful over a fcw things ; I will
make thee ruler over many things; enter
thou info the joy of thy Lord. But, with
refpeét to the wicked and flothful, he fhall
fay. Cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer
“darkness, there shall be weeping and gnashing
of teeth. "And, my brethren, what felf-de-
nial and exertion fhall be put in the balance
with the joys of heaven, orwhat pleafures
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can compeniate the pains of hell? Zor
what is a man profited if he shall gain the
whole world and lose his own soul ; or what
shall a man give in exchange for his soul 2
What adds to the importance of this event
is, that the decifion, which is then made, is
final and immutable. As the tree falls, fo it

fhall lie. If we now flumber and fleep,
and allow our lamps to be extmgulfhed it
will be toolate to go in quefi of oi!, when at
midnight the cry is heard, Be!mld ‘the
bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him;
though we feek to enter in, we fhall not be
able. He that is unjuft, thall be unjuift fiill;

he that is righteous, fhall be rlghteous ﬁﬂl 3

Beyond the grave, as there is no room for
repentance, {o no ats of pardon are paffcd .

the doom of all 1s 1mmu1abl§ fixed. When
the righteous return to Zion, it is witl
songs of everlasting and wzchangm@ Joy ;-
When the foul is loft, it is loft for ever.
The day of mercy is then paft, and *he day
of juft and awful retribution is come. That
light, which di‘covers to the wicked the follv
of their condudt, is only the kindling of that
flame, the {moke of whu,h ..zf(,cndeth up for
ever and ever. :
How earneftly fhould we ﬂudy, to hawe
our loins girt, and our lamps burning, that
we may be ready to mect the Son of Man
when he cometh! How watchlul, that the
day of death may not come upon us una-
wares, and m an enl hour, whcn we are 1ot

e e a—— . . o
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prepared, with all our fins upon our head,
unrepented of, and unforgiven, with all our
evi] paffions unfubdued, with all our worldly
{chemes and projells unﬁmfhed hurry us
before the bar of God, to receive our final
doom! Whatever good things our hands
find to do, we ought to do them with all
our might, for there is no knowledge, nor
wildom, nor counfel, nor device, in the
grave whither we go.

II. Hoping that thefe confiderations will,
with the Divine blefling, help to awaken
fome who fleep in fecurlty, unmindful of
their fate, and unprepared for their change,
and to quicken 'the watchfulnefs and exer-
tions of cthers, who, though they may be
{afe, are yet apt to Le languid and remifs in
duty, and loto be troubled with doubts and
- fears in the profpett of this folemn event,
I fhall now proceed to explain the nature of
~preparation for death; in other words, to
inquire, how we fhall moft effeCtually be
ready to meet our kft hour with calm refig-
nation, holy fortltude, and lively hope
This, indeed, is the moft important part of
my fubject; for, to little purpofe, would I
have endeavored to make you {enfible of
your danger, did I not alfo point out to you
{ome method of deliverance. The limits,
however, of a fingle difcourfe, to which I
am nec e{Tarlly Lonﬁned permlt ine not to
enter fully into this interefting fubjeét, but

mercly to mention a few of the mo{t impor-
tant particulars.
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It Would be Waﬁmv ‘ume, to recommend,
as one act of preparatlon for death, the
timely arranigement of your worldly affairs.
For, though ‘this is by no means to be ne-
gletted, thouah every prudent and good man
would wifh to have his houfe {o ordered, in
this refpc& as to prevent all confuf ion,

" injuftice, and contention, after his deceafe,
"yet, when we look to the ledcment-feat

when we reflet on the joys and “miferies of
the eternal world, thefe things finkin our efti-
mation; they are triffes not worth regarding.
The fouf the foul alone, and its cencerns
are worthy of our anxiety and care.

To fuch as are defirous of being found in
peace at the day of death, we may obferve,
that the firt fiep towards tranquillity is a
reftoration to the Dlvme\favor, through faith
in the Redeemer. This is the only “radical
cure for the fear of death: all other reme-
dies will only pa!“ate, or rather aggravate
the difeafe. The higheft ang els, wlule they
adore the Divine Mdj&if?, cover their faces
with their wings. The beft men cannot but
feel anxiety and alarm, in looking forward
to the time when they fhall appear naked
and unembodied before an Omnifcient and
Righteous J’udge, to render an account of
the deeds done in the body, wnether they
have been good, or whether they have been
evil. What m\,xpleﬂlble horror, thcn, muft
feize the wicked, with whom God is angry
every day, who deipwd his counfels, and
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would have none of his reproof, who vio-
lated his laws, rejc€ted his mercy, and braved |
his difpleafure, when they behold their ene-
my feated on a throne of judgment, {ur-
roundcd with his minifiers of juftice ? Who
can conceive the awful confequences of in-

- cenfed Omnipotence? What fhall hide the
finner from the wrath of the lamb? Let all,
then, who now are eftranged from God, or
at enmity with him, acquaint themselves with
him and be at peace; for there 1s no peace to
the wicked. Kiss the Son, left he be angry,
and ye perifh from the way, when his wrath’
is kindled but a little. Flee to the city of
refuge, opened in the gofpel, before the
avenger of blood overtake you. Comply
with the gracious warning and invitation,
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the un-
righteous mar. his thoughts, and let him rcturn
unto the Lord, for he will have mercy upon
him ; and 1o our God, for he will abundantly
pardon. Make the Almighty your friend,
and then, aflured f his protelion, you
necd not fear: when you walk through the
valley of the fhadow of death, he will be
with you; his rod and ftaff will comfort you ;
his prefence will cheer the gloomy pallage,
and difpel the horrors of the tomb.

But though we may have obtained an in-
tereft in the Redeemer, by faith, and know
that there is no condemnation to them who
are in Chrift Jefus, yct, as another aét of
preparation for death, we muft carefully

fiudy to keep alive on our minds a {cenfe of




the Divine favor, by exercifing the grace
which is in us, and by a faithful difcharge
of every religious and moral duty. If we
would die the death of the righteous, we
muft allo live the life of the righteous.
Every fin we commit will be a thorn in our
pillow on the bed of death, For, though
repented of, and forgiven, the recollettion
of it muft fll us with fhame and forrow.
At any rate, it muft greatly difturb us in the
prolpett of that event, during life. Evena
good man, tried of God and aﬁprovcd, when
he abandnns his duty, feels the fercnity of
his foul troubled. A cloud comes over his
hopes. If he perfift loiiger in folly, the face
of heaven becomes darker, till he is driven,
as the only refuge from the gathering ftorm,

to that holy ground of purity and upright-

nefs, on which the light of heavea ever
fhines clear and bright. |

But it is not {ufficient, that we abftain
from following the example of that wicked
and foolish scrvinit 1eBo said in his leart,
My Lord dclayeth his coming, and began to
beat the men servants and the maidens, and to
eut, ang to drink, and to be drunken; we
muit not even imitate the conduél of the
wife virgins, for they slumbered and slept ;
but we muft be like those faithful servants
who wait for the coming of their Lord. We
muft have our lamps trimmed and our lights
burning,  We mufl abound in all the works
of rightcoulnels to the praife and glory of
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God. We muft give al! diligence, to add to
our faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge ;
and to knowledge, temperance; and to
temperance, paticnce; and to patience, god-
linefs ; and to godlinefs, brotherly kindnels;
and to krotherly kmdnefs, charity. Blefled is
that fervant, whom his Lord, when he cometh,
fhall find fo doing. Death cannot arrive too
- {oon to thofe who are thus occupied.
~But though thofe fears may be remcv-
~ed, which originate in guilt, and that
afflurance of faith produced, which arifes
from a confcwufneff that in fimplicity and
godly fincerity we have had our converfation
in the world, fill we inay not find ourfelves
fo fully refigned and fo well prepared to
die as we could with. Many circumftances,
arifing rather from frailty than from fin,
render us attached to life, and unwilling to
depart. Nature is rclutant to let go “her
hold. To fleth and blood, the pleaflures and
enjoyments of life, have many charms. It
is pamful to. part with beloved relations and
friends. The thought of entering into the
grave, the abode of worms and corruptxon,
the place of darknefs, coldnefs, infenfibil-
ity, and oblivion, fills the imagination with
“horror, and keeps many of the children of
men, all their life-time, in hondage. To.
deliver you, in fome meafure, from thele
fears and anxieties, and to prepare you for
death, it will be neceflary, that you detach
your heart and affeCtions, as much as poflible,
from the objelts of this prefent life. Love
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not, with immoderate affeftion, the world,
nor the things of the world.  Accuftom
yourfelves to prattife felf-denial with re-.
gard to its enjoyments, and feek rather to
{fupply the neceflfary wants, than to gratify
the extravagant defires, of nature. Reflett
how vain and unfatisfa®tery, how mutabl-
and uncertain, are the things of earth. lLe:
no objett, however woxthv and amiable,
ufurp that place in your affeétions, which is
due only to the Suprcme Being. Confider
the things of the world, and the men
of the world as “ bleflings lent you
for a day”; not as a property, but a
truft, which, ths*refore, you fhould be wil-
ling to refign whenever it is demanded by its
owner. Say not, This is niy rest, here wilh
I dwell; but {ay, I am a stranger and a so-
Journer on carth, as al my fathers were; T
look for a betler country, evn an hcavenly ;
where my treasure is, there shall my heart be
also.

To be prepared for death, you muft fre-
quently think of that event, and bring near
you, in kmagination, that period ot whlch |
every fonand daughter of Adam muft arrive.
This, Iconfefs, is a very gloomy and cheer-
lefs fubject of meditation to the votaries of
the world. They would rather fhut their
eyes, and ruth on unfeen deftruttion. But
this 15 the courage of cowardice and defpair.

‘Let us chriftians, who know that death 1is
but a phantom, view the {pelire with fear-
lels eye. Let us, who are aflured that the
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- horrors of the grave are nothing elfe but
creatures of the imagination, and that be-
vond it there is a region fairer than Eden in
all its bloom, look fteadfattly into the houfe
appointed for all livinz. Let us walk fome-
times among the tombs, and mark out be-
forehand the {pot which we are to occupy.
And while, in folemn fadnefs, we contem-
plate the mouldering heaps which are {cat-

tered around, let us refleét— S

L4

* Time was, Vike us, they life prssess'd,
¢ And, time shall be, that we shall rest.”

Forgetfulnefs of death, indeed, adds greatly
to its terrors. Men, enjoying health and
profperity, and bufily occupied with the
pleafures and the cares of life, feldom look
forward to its clofe. Hence, when death
aClu-lly arrives, he isa new and unexpected
obje€t; his appearance fills them with fur-
prife and terror. They viewhim as anunwel-
~ come gueft, who comes to {poil their mirth,
- to difturb their pleafures, to interrupt their
purfuits, and to rob them of the objefts of
their truft and confidence. Their language
is, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy '
But would men, frequently during life, hold
this language to themfelves, We are mortal ;
foon thall we bid adieu to the living world ;
foon fhall thofe bodies, of which we are fo
paffionately fond, lie mouldering in the duft;
they would then be better qualified to meet
death without difmay; familiarity would
{often the harihnefs of his features. At leaft,
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the frequent contemplation of fo hideous
an object, would be a falutary check on
their conduét ; it would loofen their attach-
ment to the world, and prevent them from
forming vaft and extravagant projefls; it
would temper and refirain the violence of
anger; dim the fplendor of the mifer’s
gold ; embitter the cup of the fenfualift,
and humble the pride of the ambitious ; in
~a word, it vould tend to preferve men from
the commiflion of thofe fins which arm
death with its fting. Y
But I cannect better illuftrate this topic,
than by mentioning, in the words of a very
pious and excellent divine,* the prattice
“ of one, who, having flrong religious im-
“ preflions, and feeling terrible apprehen-
“fions whenever the ideas of death and
« judgment prefented themfelves, contrived
“ fo to habituate his mind to the contem-
-« plation of them, as to render them ever
“ after, not only ealy, but agrceable. His
“ cuftom was, to conlider each evening, as
“ the clofe of life; the darkanefs of the
“ mght, as the time of death; and his bed,
“as his grave. He compoled himfelf for
 the one, therefore, as he would have done
“ for the other. On retiring to reft, he fell
“on his knees; confefied, and entreated
“ pardon for the tranfgreflions of the day ;
“ renewed his faith in the mercies of God,
“ through Chrift ; exprefied, in a prayer of

* Horne’s Discoursvs, Vol. g, Disc. 2.
A
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“ interceflion, his charity for all maukind;
“ and then committed his foul into the hands
“ of his Creator and ledeemer, as one who
““ was to awake no more in this world. His
“{leep, after this, wa: perfeltly fweet; the
« days, added to his life, were eltimated as
“ clear gain; and when the laft came, it
« ended with as much rranquillity as all that
“ had preceded it. 1 would wifh,” adds the
~ aunthos, “to recommend this example to

“« vour imitation. The pralice will coit you
“ fome pains and trouble, perhaps, for a
“ little while, but you wili never have caufe
% to repent that you beiiowed them; and
“ 1 know of no better mcthod, wbercbv you
« can place yourielves in a flate of confiant
- * fecurity and comfort.”

In fhort, to prepare ourfelves for death,
we ought to look beyond the grave, and
frequeatly meditate on that fiate of bieffed-
nefs which fhali be the portion of ali who
dic in the Lord. We fhould tranfport our-
felves, in imagination, into the maniions of
the jut. We fhould anticipaie, by our
defires, that fulnefs of jJoy wiich is in God’s
~prefence.  We fhould, betimes, engage in
the employments of the hcavenly itate.
We thovld weigh, in the balance, the things
of eternity, and the things of time; the
Joys of heaven; and the fhort-lived unfatis-
faltory pleafures and purfuits of earth. We
thould be looking for, and h"!iiﬁmnf?t{), the
day’ of the Lord, that great day, when He,
who is the RefurreCtion and the Life, fhall,
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bv his Almighty voice, awaken all who fleep
in the duft: when he shall say to the north,
Give up, and to the south, Keep not back,
bring my sons from far, and my daughters
from the ends of the earth, when the carth
shall give up the dead that are in her, and the
- sca, the dead that are in her ; when thofe
bodies, whichare fown in corruption, dif-
honor, and weaknefs, fhall be raifed in in-
~corruption, glory, and power; and £ ran-
somed of the Lovd shall reiurn and come to
 Sion, with songs and everlasting joy on their
heads, ana shall be for ever happy with the
Lord. | | IR
Thus, my brethren, have I endeavored
to thew the neceflity and nature of prepa-
ration for death. But it is not to our under-
ftanding alone, and by his word apd ordi-
nances only, that the Almighty addrefles
‘himfell. Frequently, in the courfe of his
providence, he fpeaks to our fenfes and our
fcelings by loud and ftriking judgments, and
fays, Be ye veady also, for the Son of Man
comceth at an hour when ye think siot. |
“Among the folemn warnings of God, fel-
dom has one been fo interefting and affet-
‘ing as that which arofe from the thipwreck
of the Rofe in Bloom. Little did we thirk,
when we faw this ill-fated veficl leave the
fhore with a favorable gale, and expreffed
our withes for the health and profperity of
our friends who were on board, that we were
then bidding {fome of them the laft farewell.
For a fhort time, our wifhes were fulfilled ;
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the voyage promifed to be quick and for-
tunate; on the fixth day, they had nearly
reached the deflined port, and were already
congratulating each other on the profpett
of their4peedy arrival, when, in an evil hour,
the tempest caught them, and, after one
diftreffing day and gloomy night, twenty-
one;, out of forty-eight perfons, were bu-
ried in the bofom of the deep, leaving be-
hind them widows, and orphans, and rela-
tives, and friends, to bewail their untimely
and diftrefsful fate. | ,

~ Among the fufferers on that melancholy
day, univerfal attention and {ympathy were
excited by the-fate of Brigadier-General
M<Pherfon, who was fhatched from the arms
of a beloved daughter, while endeavoring to
{ave her life; who was removed from, what
is generally efteemed, a large thare of tem-
poral felicity, from an amiable and affection-
ate confort, and a family of promiling chil-
~dren; from numerous acquaintances and
friends, by whom he was efteemed and be-
loved ; from rich pofleflions; from a high
ftation in {fociety, and offices of public truft
and ufefulnefs. Of his origin, hfe and cha-
rafter, the information of his friends has en-
abled me to collett the following particulars.
- General M‘Pherfon was a native of South-
Carolina, but of Scottith defcent, being
fprung from that hardy, intrepid, and valiant
clan, inhabiting the diltrict ol Badenoch, in
Invernefs-fhire, of whom MTherfon of
Clupy is the chief. It appears, that his great
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grandfather removed from his native, land
and fettled in this country, about the begin-
ning of the laft centu-y. Major James
M<Pherfon, the fon of this gentleman, and
grandfather of the deceafed, inherited the
valor and enterprife: of his fore-fathers,
greatly fignalized himfelf in the warfare car-
ried on againft the fouthern Indians, at the
firlt fettlement of the colony; and, as the.
reward of his achievements, obtained from
government an extenfive fettlement in that
difiri¢t, from which the perfidious and mur-
~derous foe had been recently expelled. He -
left a numerous offspring, and bequeathed
to each of them a refpeflable inheritance.
His defcendants were among the earlieft and.
molft refpettable, as well as moft induftrious
{ettlers in Prince William’s Parith. General
M<Pherfon was the only {on of the elder bri-
ther of this family Deprived of his father
in early life, he was brought up' under the
patronage and direCtion of an uncle, to whofe
children he was called, in the courfe of Pro-
vidence, to return the kindnefs. He was
originally deftined for the profeffion of a
merchant, and placed by his guardian in a
commercial houfe; but, when the term of
his engagement was expired, he retired to
‘the country, and devoted himfelf to the pur-
fuits of agriculture. When the revolution-
ary contelt commenced, e adhered to the
caufe of freedom and independence, and en-
tered the lifts for military renown. In the
charaCter of a foldier he 1s acknowledged to
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have conduéted himfelf with courage, gene-
rofity, and humanity ; and, though not a
member of the regular Continental army,
to have performed effential {ervices to his
country. It has been more particularly men-
tioned to me, that, after the firuggle was
terminated, when thofe animofities and evil
paffions, which a civil war fails not to create
or cherith, began to difplay themfelves in
 afts of violence and rapine ; when the irre-
gular followers of the camp, who had been
accuftomed to plunder the adherents of the
enemy, now unrefirained by the terrors of
military difcipline, began to exercife the

fame lawlefs trade on their fellow-citizens ;

before’ the new fyftem was completely orga-
nized, while yet the voice of law was too
weak to be heard, and the arm of juftice too
feeble to protett the innocent or punifh the
guilty, his well known charatter for intrepid
valor, and regard to juftice, proved a terror
to evil doers, and an encouragement to
them who did well. Heallayed the heats of
refentment, prevented or punithed many
atts of violence and diforder; chafed away
the plunderers, in{pired confidence into the
neighbourhood, and gave fecarity to the
p'eaceab]e and well difpofed. His condudt,
as an officer in the militia, has been diftin-
guifhed for every thing becoming the profef-
fion of a foldier. His courage was undaun-
ted, andhisfirmnefsunthaken. The milit:ry
charatter, indeed, was thatin which he great-
ly delighted, and in which he was qualified,
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eminently to excel. Had his country requi-
red his fervices in aCtual war, ther -vz; none
in whom the could, with greaterfaiety, have
repofed her confidence; none :vho could
more honorably and fuccefsful’y hiave main-
tained her caufe. Aid fhould, which may
Heaven avert! our country be affailed by a
foreign foe, or our domeftic peace interrupt-
ed by internal commotion, then will appear -
the extent of our lofs, in being deprived,of
one fo fruitful in refources, fo bold in enter-
prife, and fo quick in execution. |
 He likewife ferved his country in a politi-
cal capacity,-as a member of the legiflature.
‘His fervices, in this refpet, were, indeed,
confined to his native flate; but fo well fa-
tisfied®were his conftituents with his conduét,
fuch confidence did they repofe in his prin-
- ciples and integrity, that from the period of .
his attaining the legal age, to the day of his
death; he was invariably, and almoft unani-
moufly, called to bear a part in the legiflative
councils.  His political opinions, and his
condutt in the legiflature, indicated the fame
firmnefs, fteadinefs, and confiftency, which
diftinguifhed his military charafter. Thofe
rational principles of liberty, which he had
early imbibed, with which the revolution
commenced, and by which it was brought
to a fuccefsful termination, which had been
“adopted by the illuftrious Wathington, and
{o happily fecured by the conftitution, he
cherithed, uniformly to the laf, unfeduced,
c
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at one time, by the charms of Gallic demo-
cracy, which attratted fo many to its foul
embrace ; at another, by the diftinguifhed
and flattering attention which, in a vifit to
Europe, he perfonally received from that
extraordinary man, whafe wonderful fuccefs
threatens the independence of every nation ;
and, unfhaken by the change of public fen-
timent, and the confequent change of men
and meafures, which America has of late
vears experienced. |

While he faithfully difcharged thofe pub-
lic duties, which were honorably impofed on
him by the voice of his fellow citizens, he
performed no lefs effential {ervices to his
¢ountry, by the improvements in agriculture
and rural economy which he introduced and
cultivated with indefatigable induftry, found
judgment, and brilliant fuccefs. This is a
fpecies of excellence, the full importance
of which is not commonly difcerned ; and
{feldom does it receive that tribut= of applaufe
which it unqueftionably merits. The war-
rior and the ftatefman are placed on an emi-
nence; they attract the attention and admi-
ration of the world, and with juftice; for
furely, they who have defended their coun-
try in the hour of danger, they who have
beftowed on it the blefling of wife and good
laws, are entitled to the gratitude of their
cotemporaries ; and, fhould this be dented
them, may look forward, with reafonable
hope, to that honor which pofterity invaria-
bly confers on the wife, the virtuous, and
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the brave. But the inventors of ufeful arts,
the encouragers of national indufiry, they
who dire¢t the attivity of the community to
profitable objects, the y who open new chan-
nels of cc mmerce, who increafe the quan-
tlty of the produCtmhs of the foil, who, by
ingenious contrivances in machinery, by
improving the breed of the ufeful animals,
by digging canals, forming high-ways, and
thus facilitating the intercourfe of mankind,
~ extend the natlonal refources, and augment
the comforts, conveniences, and eleganmes
of life, are more extenfive and permanent
‘benefattors to ‘their country, than even the
‘warrior and the {tatefman, whofe names may
be more in the mouths of mankind. They
lay fhe moft folid foundation of national
wealth, profperity, and grandeur. They
furnith the materials with which the flatel-
man is to work. The benefits of their indus-
try and ingenuity, while they adorn the pa-
lace, are felt in the cottage. They were
men of fuch a charaéter, who in ondixgiar-
ter of the globe, raiffed a whole country
from the bofom of the deep, robbed the fea
of its domains, and faid to the raging ocean,
Hitherto shalt thou come, and no farther
By fuch men, in another quarter, the un-
wholefome marfh has been converted into a
fruitful field, the defert has been made.to
rejoice, and the habitations of civilized man
have been planted where the ruthlefs favage
uled to prowl. It has juftly been obferve d,
Cc 2
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that he who enables the laborer to repofe
on a {ofter bed, and to enjoy a more com-
fortable meal ; he who makes two blades of
grass grow where only one was before pro-
- duced, is a better patriot than the moft inge-
. nicus contriver of {peculative and vifionary
theories of government. A few fuch pa-

triots are fufficient to overbalance all the
difadvantages of foil and climate. They

raife a weak, and fupport a falling fiate.

They introduce and maintain a {pirit of im-

provement. They excite others, by example.

| They lead men to indufiry, by confiderations

of intereft and fuccefs, which are much more

effeftual than all the reftraints and penalties
of legal compuifion. To' an Arkwright, a
. Watt, a Bakewell, a Wedgewood, the Britith
emnire are, probably, as much indebted for
_their true and permanent profperity, as to
. the counfels of a Pitt, or the achievements
“of a Nelfon. Such men, therefore, are no
lefs worthy of that immortality which the
hiftosian and the poet have the privilege of
beftowing. |

~ That the {ubjelt of the prefent fketch was
“an illuftrious patriot of this clafs, is known
“to all. The fuccels with which his exertions
“were crowned, demonftrates the foundnefs of
judgment with which his {chemes of improve-
“ment were planned, no lefs than the ability
. and perfeverance with which they were exe-
"cuted. His perfonal application' was unre-
~mitted. He trufted nothing to inferior agents,
- who, at beft, are indifferent, not feldom un-
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fathful. He was prefent on the fpot wher-
ever his bufinefs required. Every thing was
diretted by his own fkill, and executed under
his own eye It is evident how Important
fuch an example was in a community, where
languor, idlenefs and diffipation are too fre-
quent characteriftics of 1ts members; where
the condutt of bufinefs, and the rights and
feelings of thofe unhappy beings who look
to their owner for protection and juftice, are
entrufted to men deilitute of principle, capa-
city and {enfibility, while the mafter is buried
“in floth, or devoted to the luxuries of the
table, and the plealurcs of the chace.
Such, Ibelieve, were the leading features
of the charatter of General M‘Pherfon, asa
~ public man and a citizen. Of his private
charatter, as a gentleman, a friend, a mafier,
a hufband, and a parent, I {peak not from
much perfonal acquaintance, but from a
more corret fource; from the teftimony of
thofe who knew him from his youthful days,
who affociated with him in the hours of re-
laxation and feftivity, who faw him in the
domeftic circle, who fhared his kindnefs,
who were the objelts of his affction, and
who now deplore his lofs. By themIam au-
thorifed to fay, that he was a man of the
ftritteft honor and integrity in his dealings,
faithful to his engagements, and punétual in
fulfilling his contraéts. He was a man, alfo,
of independent prmcxples and of the utmoft
fincerity and candor in his profefiions. Pof-
fefled of inexhaufiible refources in his own
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mind, he needed not, and heing a firanger
to fear, he fcorned to prattice flattery and
diffimulation. His temper was generous and
liberal. His houfe was diftinguithed for hof-
pitality, even in a country where all difplay
an abundant portion of the fame amiable
quality. But to his friends did the goodnefs
. of his heart more fully appear. His friend-

fhips were warm and ftedfat. Profperity,
which too often leads men of little minds to
overlook and treat with coldnefs, thofe who -
were formerly their equals and friends, lef-
fened not his ancient attachments and inti-
~ macies. Difference of political fentiments
did not alienate him from thofe, whofe tem-
pers and views were, in other refpeéts, con-
genial. For, it is well known, that fome of
his moft intimate friends (one in particular,
who f.ew on the wings of friendfhip, to the
affliftance and comfort of his bereaved daugh-
ter, in the hour of difirefs) differed widely
from him in their opinions concerning public
affairs.

As a mafter, he is alfo entitled to our
praife. For, while no man maintained bet-
ter order on his eftates, none was more ready
to reward good conduét; none more humane
and attentive to his people in ficknels, or
more liberal in regard to their food, clothing
and comforts. | ,

But his family beft knew the warmth of
his affeCtions; ‘they, alone, can‘tell how kind
a hufband, how fond a parent, he was. In
proof of this, let me not intrude on that
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hallowed grxef which il welgh¢ down the?
heart of the affeCtionate partner of his cares.
I would rather commend her to the canfcla-»
tions of God, which are neither few nor
fmall. I would leave her to the gradual
operation of time and refleftion, which fail
not to bring fome alleviation to the deepeft
wound. 1 would point her view to the prof-...
pect of reunion in a better world. But her
decpaffliction, while it indicates her fenﬁbxl—-,f,’i;’,“
ity, is likewife the higheft evidence of that  °
domeftic happinefs which fhe enjoyed: Itis-"
the nobleft trophy which fhe can rear to the:
memory of the deceafed. In her forrowful '
countenance, and flowing tears, her hufband’s
affeCtion, generofity and kindnels, are moitn :
fuitably pourtrayed. Neither fhall I feek to
harrow up the fouls of this audience, by de-
{cribing the feelings, and the fufferings of
- that belmcd daughter, the idel of his foul*_; :
on whofe education he had already beftowed
{o much pains and expenfe; for whole im- -

provement, and gratification, he had former-

ly undertaken an European voyage; whole

prefervatlon appeared to be the fole objett of
his fohcuude, at the very moment whcn his

own life was in the moft imminent danger; .
whofe piety and refignation, in the hour of

eril, encouraged and comforted thofe who
witnefled her ev.ample ; who, though refcued

from death, neverthelefs endured diftrels of

body and agony of mind, which far e\cceded
- the probable pang of dying, which have ex-

cited fympathy in every feelmg heart in

&
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America, and which, notwithftanding all the
kind offices of friends, and of firangers, in
that hofpitable city, to which the furviving
fufferers’ were comeyed Divine fuccour,
~alone, could have enabled her to fupport.
But 1t will be fufficient to mention, and it
cannot fail to affe€t every one of the fmalle{’c
fenfibility, that his laft thoughts regarding
this world, were dire€ted to his famlly At
that moment. when horror was veadv to chill
‘his undaunit.d foul, he folemnly charfred his
daughter, that fhould Heaven preferve her
life, her moft folicitous attention fthould be
devoted to the confolation of her furviving
parent, and hey moft affiduous cares emplo§ -
ed on the education of her infant fifters.
Save my child! did he earneftly exclaim to
fuch of the paffengers, as appeared able to
give affiftance : To his Daughter, Remember
your Motler and your stter.s ' were his laft
words.

In addition to thefe amlable and excellent
qualities, in private and domeftic life,
General M‘Pherfon was not unmindful of
the duties of religion. To an intimate friend,
with whom he converfed on this fubjelt, a
few months before he entered on this fatal
voyage, while he lamented that he had not
alwavs been fo attentive to the exterior {er-
vices of religion, as duty required, he ex-
prefled his belief of the truth and excellence
of chriftianity. On the day before the awful
cataftrophe, he united with his daughter in
religious exercifes, 'md declared, that he
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entertained, towards all men, {entiments of
concord and good-will. He would never
permit religion to be ridiculed in his pre-
fence. He was not led away by fathion or
connettion, to change that religious denomi-
‘nation in which he had been educated, but
invariably declared himfelf to be a member

of the Prefbyterian Church. He contribut-
- ed liberally to the fupport of religious in-
{titutions in the difiri€t where he lived. He
attended on the minifiry, and was greatly
delighted with the company and converfation
ofa very eminent and pious minifter,* whofe
memory will long be embalmed in the
hearts of all who knew him. The poor whom
his bounty relieved, the widows whem he
aided by his counfels and good offices, the
orphans whom he educated and patronifed,
will teftify that his life was not defiitute of
thofe works of charity and mercy which
are the grand teft of a religious charatter,
and on which the decifion of our fate will
finally turn. - -

That, like other men, he had his failings,
his friends pretend not to deny. Histemper
was warm; and thofe quick and lively feel-
ings, which, when properly direted, were
the parent of activity in bufinefls, generofity
in friendfhip, and ardor of affe(tion, might
fometimes lead him to do, what cooler re-
flettion, and the judgment of maturer years,

D

¥ The late Rev. James Gourlay, Minifter of the Presby-
terian Church of Prince William’s Parish,
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did notapprove. But his charatter has been
alcertained, and his fate decided by an un-
erring Judge. He hath received according
to his deeds. While his failings are confign-
ed to oblivion, his good qualities will long
live in the memory of his friends. And
~ there is none who will not feel {fentiments
of regret and forrow for the lofs of {o va-
luable a member of fociety, mingled with
fincere compaffion for his unhappy fate, and
lively fympathy with his affliCted furviving
relatives. .

Let not the awful warning be in vain,
which this difaftrous event has given to this
community. Let every one who hears me
refle€t, that death may foon approach himin
the fame, or in a form no lefs terrible, and
hurry him beforethe judgment feat of Chrift.
Be ye therefore ready ! |

From this fudden and unexpetted calamity,
learn the infufficiency and uncertainty of
health and life; of riches and power; of
friends and pofleflions. Seek, above all
things, to obtain the favor and enjoyment of
God. Thisis a pofleflion which no length
of time can exhauft. This is a ftrong tower
which no tempeft can fhake.  Secure this,
“ and you have fecured every thing; lofe
‘¢ this, and——all is loft.”

FINIS.





