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ADVERTISEMENT,
e 4.

THE greater fart of the following discourse was ccmfiosed in
#he few hours which elapised between the deccase arnd the
interment of the ficrsen, as a tribute to whose memory it is
prublished ; while the mind of the writer swas in no small degrce
affected by the loss of a resfiected friend. The candid read:r,
therefore, will not exficet the recommendation of ncvelry &n
80 common a tofic, or of ornamcntcd larguage, in so lasty a
performance. The affecting occasion en whick it was fironcunced
rendered interesting to the fricnds of the deccased even

Jumiliar truths, though cleathed in a cinifle dress : And the faiih,
Jortitude, and resignation disfilayed by the difartcdy in the
decisive hour of trial, afifeared to otlicrs worthy of being more
generally known, as an honorable testimeny to tl:c'trutl: end ficw-
er v‘ rcjlz‘gz'on. Ikatever, therefore, may be the autkor’s cfirion
of this discourse, he could not refuse to fivbdlish ity in ccnpliance
wiih the wirhes of the friends of the deceased; arnd in crdcr

bo contribute his mite for promoting the interests ¢f religion,




A Discourse, &c

PHILIPPIANS, Cnar. zx1. Verse 1.

For to me—to die is gain!

DEATH has been stiled the king of tervors,

through fear of whowm many are all their lifeiime
subject to bondage. And, indeed, if we conlider
this event as nothing but a ceffation of exiltence,
as a restoration of the duft whereof we arc form-
ed, to its ori_inal fource, it is natural to cxpect,
that creatures actuated by a ftrong defire of fclf-
prefervation fhould feel impreflions of fadnefs
and dejection when they look forward to its ap-
proach. To bid an eternal adieu to thofe whom
affection and friendfhip have entwined around our
hearts; to fhut our eyes forever to the chearful
light of day, and all the fcenes of former cnjoy-
ment; to be deprived of fenfe and motion, and
ftretched a lifelefs corfe upon the earth; to de-
fcend into the dark and noifome manfion of the
grave, and there become the food of worms:—
Thefe circuftances, attending this awful clunge,
form a piure which the coldeft imagination can-
not contemplate without horror, In thiv point
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of view death could not poffibly be gain to ary
one. It might juftly be decmed inconfiftent with
the chara&er of a Wife and Benevolent Being
to permit the exiftence of an evil, which thus,
withour intermiflion, lays wafte his fair creation;
which fweeps away in fucceflion the ages and the
nations ; which holds us in terror during life, and
clofes the fcene by reducing us to athes, Were
death nothing elfc but this, far from inviting you,
as we do on occafions of this nature, to contem-
plate this melancholy fubjeét; inftead of vainly
endeavouring to reconcile you to an event which
would rob you of all your prefent conxforts, and
bring you nothing in return, we would advife
you to turn your cyes from the dreary profpe&t,
to put the evil day far from you, to f'pcnd your
- years in gaiety and pleafure, and never once per-
mit a thought of deach to intrude vpon ;our joys.
In this cafe, it would certainly be an a& of pru-
dence, to enjoy as much of this world as you
poflibly could; the maxim of the fenfualift
would then be founded in the trueft wifdom—
let us eat and drink, for to-morrow <we die.

But, when w¢ view death in the light which
reafon and religion throw upon it; when we con-
fider it as a deliverance from all thofe ¢ ills which
fleth is heir to,” as a state of facred tranquillity
and repofe; when we refle€t that it introduces the
virtuous and good into a ftate of greater perfeétion
and happinefs, than eye hath feen, or ear heard, or
heart conceived, then the frown of this dreaded ty-
rant foftens into the {inilc of a deliverer and friend ;
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we are no lonyer held in bonlaze by a favith
dread of his approach; wethenadope the lan suaze
of the apoftle, that for us <o diz is gain;™ wih
him, we “defire to depart, and to be with Chrilt.”

Such a view of death, 1t muft be confefied,
belongs not to menof every charaéter.  To thofe
who are fo firmly attached to the purfuits and
pleafures of this life, that they caa conceive
nothing beyond the grave capable of balzacing
their lofs; who, uncoafcious of v beauties of
holinefs, have no defire to be delivered from this
body of fin and death; whofe guilty confciznces
appal them with the awful aaticipation of a future
reckoning, death muft in every point of view be
full of terror. Thofe very circumftances which
make it gain to the rightcous, to them only far-
pen its fting. To view it as a complete annihila-
tion of their being, would be a melancholy kind
of fatisfattion. Buthow dreadful to know that it is
not only the conclufion of all prefent enjoyments,
but alfo the commencement of a ftate of juft and
awful retribution! Still, perhaps, if not plea-
fing, it may be ufeful for them too, to meditate
on this fubject, becaufe bitter refleétions at prefent
may prevent endlefs {orrows hereafter. The il-
luftration which we now propofe of the apoftle’s
affertion ; that to thofe who live by the energy
o.f Chrift’s fpiric dweiling in them, who live for
his honor ap.! riory, and in conformity to the
precepts of hiv bleffed religion, death is no evil
but great gain, may happily excite in the wicked

a defire of “thuning the fame enviable privilege,

B
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awilh to “die the death of the righteous,”’ and
to have *their lat end like his!”’

Death was no part of our original conftitution.
Had we continued innocent, our happinefs had
known no iaterruption.  Pain and evil could not
have exitted in the works of God. But man,
‘being in honor, abode not. He who was created
happy, 15 now born to trouble: He who once
had accefs to the pure ftrexm of immortality,
muft now tafte the bitter waters of deatti,  Such
are the rewards, O fin! which thou beftoweft on
thy del ided votaries.  but, thanks be to God,
who giveth us the victory, through our Lord
- Jefus Chrift! thy purpoles are defeated. Death,
~ the great inftruraent of thy cruclties on the hu-
man race, proves a fovereign remedy for all the
evils which thou haft introduced into the world.
Though the believer is fubjeét, like other men,
to all the natural confequences, both temporal
and fpiritual, of fin, and confequently is not ex-
empted from the ftroke of death; yer, in virtue
of Chrift’s expiatory facrifice, its penal effets
are abolithed. From being a punithment and an
evil, it is gracioufly and wifely converted into a
blefling and a gain.

That death itfelf fhould be abolithed, with
refpet to the rightcous, would be altogether in-
confiftent with the plan of Providence, and with
the whole nature and intention of the gofpel
fcheme. A privilege o exalted, and a diftin&ion
fo manifeft, beftowed on a particular clafs of men,
would render unneceffary all motives and exhor-
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tations .to kelinefs, vould deftroy all ficedom of
allien, and annihilate at once virve and vice, 1-
ward and pvrifliment. And i ike prefont -
perfect and cerrupted flate of hunian nature, an uni-
veifal exemption from the funtence of death, would
be unwife and contrary baoth to private and pub-
lic interet. The fear ¢f this event deters men
from the commiffion of many fins difl:onorable
to God, ruinous to themfclves, and deftrutive
to {ociety. FEvery law muft be inforced by the
hope of reward and the fear of punifhment. To
maintain that the love of God, and a regard to
duty are fufficient motives to virtuous condudd,
preluppoles in human nature a degree of perfection
which is inconfiftent with fa&, and with which
the exiftence of prohibitery laws would be in-
compatible. This being the cafe, what punifhment
~can we imagine better calculated than death, to
influence beings atuated by a firong defire of
felf-prefervation? What principle is found, in
fat, to operate more powerfuly in preferving the
peace and good order of fociety, in reftraining
the vices and crimes of n.°n, and in exciting us
to keep cur powers and faculties in the ftate
fitteft for the fervice of our maker and of our
fellow-men? What but the fear of death fecures
us from the attack of the nightly robber, cr de-
ters the abandoned villain from the perpetration
of his wicked defigns? Were it unpoflible to
““kill the body,” men of licentious characters,
infenfible to fhame, might indulge, without re-
ftraint, every criminal and lawlefs defire.  What
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prevents many from gratifying indifcrimirately
every appetite, from additing themfelves to
luxury, intemperance and debauchery, but the
apprehenfion that the purfuit of thefe courfes will
produce difeafc and death, and thereby put an
end forever to their enjoyments? In oider to dif-
charge with propriety, our duty to God, and to
our neighbour, our body muft be maintained in
2 ftate of health, ativity and vigour; our mind
muft be free from paffion and the empire of luft.
Now one of the ftrongeft motives to the proper
- regulation of our mentzl and corporeal powers,
1s the confideration that a well regulated ftate of
mind and body, is not only favorable to the dif-
charge of our duty, but alfo contributes to long
Iife and retards, more than all the aid of medi-
cine, the approach of the much dreaded foe.—
For who have attained to a good “old age but
the fober, the aétive and the induftrious, whofe
powers have not been enfeebled by pleafure,
whofe minds have not been harafled by the cares
of gain, agitated by the purfuits of ambition,
worn down by the gnawings of envy, nor tor-
mented by the pangs of remorfe? In ‘his point
of view, then, death ““is gain,” for it prevents
many crimes and cxcxtes to the prac‘.'ucc of many
virtues.

But though death, in the abftrad, may thus be
confidered as great gain to fociety, and as ufeful
even to the wicked, yet it is only the true Chrif-
tian whocan fay, in application to himfclf, for me
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to die is gain, And for the Chriflian ¢ to die is
gain,” becaufe,

First: He is thereby delivered from thofe
bodily appetites and de¢fires, which rule in his
members, and are, in the prefent life, grear ob-
ftacles to the progrefs of relivion. In the ftate of
innocence, every facuity of man was pure and
holy. Then was the reign of Confcience, when
every inferior priiciple acted in due fubordination
to its fuperior, and an admirable harmony fub-
fifled between appetite and reafon, inclination and
duty. A fad reverfe has now taken place. Ap-
petite and paffion, combining in a league with fin,
have ufurped the place of Confcicnce, and make
the will captive ac their pleafure. The body, in-
ftead of encoyraging and affifting the foul in the
execution of its duty, is a heavy incumbrance in
the Chriftian race. The flefh, with its aftetions
and lufts, is enmity againft God. Whence come
all the evils which prevail in the world ? ¢ Come
they not hence ? Even of our lufts which war in
our members ' And ¢ the worksof the flefhare
manifeft, which are thefe, adultery, fornication,
uncleannefs, - lafcivioufnefs, idolatry, witchcrafi,
hatred, variance, emulation, wrath, ftrife, fedi-
tions, herefies, envying, murders, drunkennefs,
revellings and fuch like.”
~ Nor is the virtee of the Chriftian expofed to
danger, merely from thofe principles of ation
which either wholly originate in the corrupted
and degenerate ftate of our nature, or which it
has a tendency to pervert and mifapply ; but even
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the common wants and infirmitics of nature, the
innocent dufires and appctites of the body are a
great hinderence to thie cemplete difcharge of
our duty. Cur exteinal fenfes and organs are
incapable of conflantemployment: They require
to be frequently repaired by reft and recreation.
The calls of hunger, thirlt and fleep frequently
interrupt our religious exercifes, and brcak off
our intercourfe with Heaven. The limited nature
of our fituation, our contra‘ted and fhort fighted

“views of things perpetually expofe us to error;

and truth in opinion is intimately connected- with
re€titude in practice. Even the virtues of in-
ferior obligation and of lefs importance, not un-
frequently interfere with thofe of a fublimer
nature and more extenfive influence, - Our love
to God cannot be perfeét, when fo many other
objells, endeared by the name of kindred and
friend, claim a place in our efteem, That re-
gard to our own iatereft and welfare which pru-
dence prefcribes, and which religion approves,
on many cccafions prevents the full exercife of the

benevclent affeétions towards our neighbour,

In the believer, 1t muft be confefied, the lufis
of the flcfh do not rule with fuch unbridled fway
as in the natural man. The former has paffed
from death to life, being made partaker of a new
and divine nature. Sin has no more dominicn

over him. He walks not after the fleth, but

after the fpiric; by faith and not by fight.—
But though the fpiric has obtained the afcen-
dercy, the fleth is not completely fubdued;
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the ftruzgle is not'yet over. A continu:l v ir
fare 1s carried on between the ol aad the oo
man. In vain does the Chiifian expe@ o
reft from his labours, till death las clofied the
fcene.  While in the body he wili thill find fonic
irregular defire to be fupprefled, fome finful 2t
feCtion to be mortificd, fome root of bitternefs
to be deftroyed. Thole lufts and pafhons which,
he thought, were reduced to entire fubjeétion,
will revolt afrefh, and in an uwnguarded hour,
humble him by a mortifying defeat.  Tlence we
find good men, who have been attentive to the
operations of their minds, lamenting that they
make fo little progrefs in holinefs, that they fre-
quently feel the difcharge of their duty burthenfome
and difagreeable, that they experience fo little
fervency and delight in the exercifes of religior,
that unhallowed thoughts and defires often intrude
into their minds when engaged in the immediate
fervice of God, and that when the fpiri: woull
afcend to Heaven on the wings of devotion, the
affections and lufts of the fleth drag it down
earth, and loudiy call out for gratification. The
pfalmift David, and the apoftle Paul, two of the
brighteft ornaments of religion, defcribe their own
experience of this internal ftruggle between faich and
fenfe, in ftrikiing and mournful languige. ¢ Mire
iniquities (fzys the pfalmilt) are gone over mine
head ; as a heavy burden, they are too hcavy for
me. Innumerable evils have compaffed me cbout;
mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, fo
that I am not able to look up; they are more
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than the hairs of my head; therefore my heart
faileth me.*” And ftill more explicitly the apoftle
thus fpeaks: I know that in me (that is in my
fleth) dwellctl no good thing, for to will is pre-
fent with me, but how to perform that which is
good I find not. I find a law, that whea I would
do good, evil is prefent with me. For I delight
in the law of the Lord after the inward man; but
I fee another law in my members, waring againft

~ the law of my mind, and bringiny me into cap-

tivity to the law of fin which is in my members.

O wretched man that I am! who fhall deliver me |

from the body of this death A

 Death itfelf fhall deliver thee, O Chrthan'
Rejoice, then, at the thoughts of its approach.

The evil paffions which now torment you will

~ then ceafe to poffefs any force. Whenyou ¢ fhuf-

fle off this mortal coil” you bid adieu for ever
to frailty and imperfection. ‘The foul, difencum-
bered from its earthly load, and having ¢ laid afide

- every weight,” not only has a clear perception of

its duty, but alfo runs with chearfulnefs the ways

of God’s commandments. Sin is for ever done”

away, and virtue holds an univerfal and perpetual

“reign. The wintery blafts of death deftroy the
noxious weeds of vice; but they nip not the buds

of virtue. Thefe, tranfplanted into a milder re-
gion, expand and flourifh in eternal fpring, contin-

~ually becoming more beautiful and perfe&.

* Psalm xxxviii. 4. x]. 12,
t Romans vii. 18. 21, 22, 25. 24.
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- Secoxpry: Fora good man “t6 die is gein,”
“becaufe, while this important change delivers him
from thofe internal foes which are fo often a fource
of grief and which make him go heavily, it alfo
| places him beyond the reach of' external tempta-
tions. Many are the allurements which, in the
prefent life, would entice us to tranfgrefs the laws
of religion. The voice of pleafure, the calls of
intereft, the fnares of company, the influence of
evil example, the fuggcftions of the tempter,
will fometimes lead aftray thofe who are beft ac-
quainted with their duty, and moft refolute ia
its difcharge. What watchfulnefs and care are
~neceflary that we fall notinto temptation! For we
‘ wreftle not only againft flefh and blcod, butagainft
prmcxpahtles, aoamft powers, azainft the rukrs of
the darknefs of this world, agamft {piritual wick-
ednefs in high places.” But beyond the grave
temptations fhall affail us no more. The grand ad-
verfary of God and of virtue has no power to hurt
in the world of fouls. ¢ When death, the laft
enemy, fhall be deftroyed,” our vitery over all
our foes fhall be complete. The profits and
pleafures of the world can have no influence on
our minds when the earthly houfe of this taberna-
cle is diffolved. Thecares and avocations of life
can no longer difturb or interrupt thofe who ferve
God day and night in his heavenly temple. Evil
example cannot feduce thofe who have God, the
{fource of perfedtion, to contemplate, and angels
as a model of imitaticn. For every thing that

defileth, and whatfoever worketh abomination or
- C
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maketh a lic, fhall be altogether excluded from
the pure abodes of light and virtue.

Tuirpry: It is gain for the Chriftian to die,
becaufe death removes him from a world of
forrow and imperfettion. However defirous wé
are of long life, we muft acknowledge that but
fmall is the portion of pure and unmixed happi-
nefs which we here enjoy. Even the molt prof-
perous have their fhare of fuffering.  Solomon,

- king of Ifrael, who enjoyed every thing his heart

could defire under the fun, who fought for happi-
nefs in power, in knowledge, in pleafure, in fame,
and in every way in which men commonly im-
agine it is to be found, yet declared that all was
vanity and vexation of fpirit, If fuch is the ftate
of thofe whofe “cup runneth over,”” what muft
Be the condition of fuch as are expofcd to adverfi-
ty and fubjetted to the various calamities daily

~ occurring in the humbler walks of life ? Poverty
‘and want, ficknefs and forrow, anxiety and dif-

appointment form ¢a bitter draught,” and in 2
great mealure juftify the declaration of Job, ¢ that
> In the morning of our
days, before we have experienced the cares and
forrows of the world, we imagine the profpet be-
fore us to be altogether fair and beautiful. We
fuppofe the path of life to be fmooth and eafy,
ftrewed with rofes, where no thorn is found, and
befct on every fide with fources of enjoyment.
But no fooner do we enter on this path than we
find how egregioufly we were deceived. Cares
and toils, in conftant fucceflion, cloud our fky.

AT B oo g -
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The tender buds of hope are nipped by the kill-
ing froft of difuppointment.  The airy vifon, of
youthful expedtation are diffolved by the touch of
real hic. We find the world ftored with fewer
enjoyments than we hmagined.  We fee that no-
thing is to be gained without labour, toil and un-
ceafing exertion. We behold around us a fleeting
- and tranfitory fcene. The friends of our youth
are removed into the land of foroctlulnely, and
leave us to profecute our journcy alone. Old
age advances, with haity fleps, atiended witn in-
firmity and difeafe, deflituie of enjoymient, and
leaving us nothing to wifh for, but that death
would come to conclude our ferrows.

I fpeak not thefe things to difpuft you at the
world. In the world, fuch as it 15, God has
placed you, and in his appointment you ought
readily to acquiefce. But if, by ftating the true
~ eftimate of human life, I can reconcile you to the
‘thoughts of your departure hence, and banifh
from your minds that fear of death which holkls
fo many in bondage, I fhall not diflurb your in-
nocent tranquillity, but rather lay the fureft foun-
dation of {erenity and peace. And what in the
prefent uncertain and vain {cene can attach to it
any rational being? What can there be formida-
ble in death which is fo fovereign a remedy for
¢very difeafe, fo certain a deliverance from every
forrew? In the grave you fhall reft from all your
labours. How filent, ftill and peaceful are the
manfions of the dcad! The turmoils, cares and
puriuits of life are over. The ftorms of paflion
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difturb rot the endlefs calm which there reigns,
The cares of gain and the projects of ambition
interrupt not the flumbers of the lowly bed.  No
more fhall the corroding hand of envy trouble
the repofe of the mhabmnts of the tomb. No
more fhall they feel the pangs of difappointment.
No mare fhall they know the ficknefs of the
heart which arifes from hope deferred. In the
grave ““the wicked ceafe from troubling and the
weary are at reft: There 'the prifoners reft to-
gether; they hear not the voice of the opprefior,
and the fervant is free from his mafter.”

FourThLy: Itis gain for the Chriftian to die,
becaufe, with rcfpe& to thofe who die in the
Lord, not only do “they reft from their labours,”’
but ¢ their works alfo do follow them.”” -Death,
while it concludes the fufferings of the juft, in-
troduces them to joys of the mo(’c pure and ex-
alted nature. What are the joys of Heaven,
‘what the happinefs of the juft in the higher houfe,
eye hath not 'fecn nor ear heard: Thc world to
come is an ¢ undlfcovercd country from whofe
- bourne no traveller e’er returned to tell of what
he faw;” and indeed were a meflenger to be fent
from thefe diftant regions, to explain to men the
nature of that ftate towards which they are going,
it would be very difficuls, if not wholly 1mpoﬂ'1blc
for them, in their prefent imperfet ftate, to un-
derftand his defcription of a fcene fo entirely
different from any thing they now know, and fo
much more exalted. In general, the happinefs of
Heaven conlifts in the abfence of all pain, and the
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poficflion of cvery enjoyment which the nature of
the blefled will admit.  All tears Mall be wiped
away from their eyes:  Sorrow and fighing fhall
be for ever fled. There fhall be neither death,
nor crying, nor trouble, nor any more pain.—
On the other hand, the joys of eternity are infi-
nitely various, fuited to every charater; and,
- though undoubtedly very different from any thing
we know at prefent, they are reprefented in
fcripture under the notion of thofe pleafures
which we now deem moft purc and exquifite.

Thofe who delight in the purfuit of knowledge,
and lament that, in confequence of the prefent

imperfection of their faculties and the limited
nature of their condition, they fce through a glafs
darkly and know but in parc, fhall then fee face
to face and know even as they are known.—
Thofe who admire, and love to contemplate,
great and exalted charadters, fhall then fee and en-
~ joy God. Thofe who delight in the exercifes of
devotion fhall be employed day and night in
~praifing and ferving God in his heavenly temple. .
Thofe who are fond of honor aind power fhall have
. their defire fulfilled; for they fhall be made kings
and priefts unto God. Thofe who prefer. the
pleafures of friendfhip and the endearments’ of
fociety, fhall be admitted into the fociety of the
juft made perfect; a fociety of peace and harmo-
ny, where charity never faileth, where all is love
and happinefs for ever. 'Who can think of thefc
things without perceiving how much all earthly
enjoyments fall fhiert in the comparifon ?
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Fivarey: Itis gain for the Chriftian to die,
becaufe death is the means which heaven hath
appointed for refining our duft, that 1t may be
reftorcd and revived pure and fpxrxtua] free from
every ftuin and defe¢t.  Cancerning the foul’s im-
mortality unenlightened reafon was zble to form
conjeCtures which if not wholly fatisfattory,
were yet {ufficient to excite hope; but the hody
it gave up as for ever left; it left the material
part of our nature in a ftate of perpetual vricn
~with its kindred duft.  Chriftianity has removed
the fhadows which hung over the region of the
grave, It teaches us that the feparation between
-~ the foul and body, is only temporary. This body
of which you are fo paflicrately fond, and the
Jofs of which you fo much dread, muft indeed
fee corruption; but it fhall not be left for ever in
the grave. -The hour cometh vhen the earth and
the fea fhall give up thzir dead; when this mortal
. fhall put on immortality, and this corruptible
fhall put on incorruption. At the gcneral refur-
reCtion of the juft, thofe weak, frail and imper-
fet bodies, which at prefent are fubje& to fo
‘many wants, infirmitics and difeafes, fhall arife
glorious and perfect, no more liable to death or
pain.  “It is fown in corruption; it is raifed in
incorruption: It is fown in difhonor; it is raifed
in glory: It is fown in weaknefs; it is raifed in
power: It is fown a natural body; it is raifed a
fpiritual body."

I now proceed to apply what has been faid to
the affeéting occafion of our prefent meeting,.—

r
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Nor can the application appear difticult o7 ..
natural. Amid the forrowful refleftions which
this affliting difpenfation of Providence fug-
gefts, it is no fmall confolation to think that our
deceafed brother has been an unfpeakable gainer
by that change, which to us is fo diftrefling. If
2 mind well grounded and fettled ia the faith; if
an upright, inoffenfive and exemplary condu,
becoming a man, a Chriftian and a minifter of
Chrift; if a kindnefs of affeCtion, an evennefs of
temper and 2 fuavity of manners which gained
him the fincere attachmert of his friends, blunted
the fhafts of malice and alleviated the burden of
human calamity; if an end awfully impreffive,
honorable to himfelf, to his profeflion and to re-
ligiori; if thefe are proofs that a man “is in
Chrift Jefus,”” we know that [e, whofe body lies
before us, infenfible of pain or pleafure, and
about to be depofited in the cold, dark ard filent
manfion of the grave, now enjoys in his ipiritual
-part, that bleflednefs which is the portion of thofc
who die in the Lord. His foul, purificd from
every ftain, and placed beyond the reach of for-
row, has joined the fociety of the *juft made
perfett,” partakes of the joys of Heavefi, and
drinks of thofe rivers of pleafure which flow at
the right hand of the throne of God. -

They who knew Mr. MaLcoMson intimatcly
through life, will bear teftimony to what I have
now faid:* We who witnefled its clofing fcene are

® Mr. MarcoxsoN was born in the parish of Castlercagh,
in the county of Down, in Ircland: But, like most of the
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able to add an authority ftill more uncxccpttonab]e
and impreflive. For .

¢« A death bed’s a detector of the heart:

¢ There tir'd dissimuiation drops the mask;

« There RE4L and 4PPARENT are the same.”

Yovvc.,

how much was it to be wifhed that the infidel
and the worldling had been prefent in the laft
moments of our departed friend! That they who
foolithly barter an cternity of blifs for an hour

of tranfitory en_;oyment, had heard his fenti-

young men in that country of the Presbyterian Commu-
nion, who are destined for the Ministry, he received the
principal part of his education at the University of Glasgow.
Being regularly licensed, and afterwards ordained to the
Office of the Ministry, by the Presbytery of Belfast, he
removed to this country in the beginning of 1794, in conse-
quence of a call from the Original Presbyterian Church of
Williamshurgh. There he continued for nearly ten years,
discharging with fidelity and diligence the duties of his
pastoral office, much and justly esteemed by the members
of his congregation. With his Ministerial functions he com-

~ bined (what should zlways, if possible, be united in remote

country settlements, wherea Physician seldom is resident) the
profession of medicine, in which he possessed no small de-
gree of skill, and which he practiced with considerable suc-
cess. He also contributed largely to the benefit of the dis-
trict in which he was settled, by promoting the institution of
an Academy, which he afterwards superintended withicredit to
himself and profit to his pupils: And, at a later period, he
vindicated with ability and success, both from the pulpit and

the press, the cause of genuine and rational religion, in

opposition to some misguided men who wished to maintain,
that the kingdom of Hcave.n consists not so0 much in righ-
beousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, asin enthusiastic
raptures, and in violent bodily contorsions and agitations,
which they absurdly deneminated being religiously exercised.
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ments on the vanity of all fublunary thinas! Thae
they who arc carried down the ftream of pleature,
unmoved by the forrows and infenfible cven to

In that district there unhappily existed, long before his resi-
dence in it, religious and political divisions and prejudices,
too deeply rooted and too inveterate to be easily eradicated ;
and, though his uscful lahours, upright conduct, and very
obliging and agreeable manners, gained him the sincere and
universal attachment of his own congregation, and of all mcn
“who had discernment to appreciate, and liberality to acknow-
ledge merit, he found that the most inoffensive conduct will
not always scure from the tongue of \he slanderer, those

whom he has resolved to persecute ; and he experienced, on

various occasions, the unhappinessof living in a socicty where,
though we are for peace, others are obstinately hent on war.
With a view to escape the evils of this state of socicty, in hope
of providing more amply for the education and support of a
numerous and increasing family, and induced, by the cpinion
of respectable friends, that his labours as an instructor of
youth, and a Minister of religion; would here meet with en-
couragement and success, he removed to Charleston in the
beginning of this year. Ilere his cxpectations were more
than realized. Liberal and discerning men did justice to
respectable talerts, to attainments far above mediocrity, to
“upright and exemplary conduct, to agreeable manners, and
to an unexampled suavity and placidness of disposition
which is justly deemed one of the best proofs of a Chris-
tian temper. He had obtaincd a respectable and numerous
academy; daily accessions were making to a congregation
already considerable for numbers, and justly and sincerely
. attached to their pastor, and he had the fairest prospects of
being highly useful and respected in the community, ard of
‘making & handsome provision for his family. When, alas!
to the inexpressible gricf of his family and fricrds, ard to
the great loss of socicty, in the prime of life, in the full
vigour of his faculties, in the 36th year of his age, he is ve-
moved from us to occurt a more exalted statien in zrother
~region of Cod's infinite dominions, *

D
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the joys of others, had witneffed the heart rending’
but inftrutive fcene, when, finding his end ap-
proaching, he called his family and iriends

- around him, comforted his aflli¢ted confert, ex-

herting her to truft in the living God who had all
along befriended them, and who would fliil prove
her pretector and guardian; when he ook his 1n-
fant child in his arms, blefled her, and commend-

~ ed her to the provideniial care of the Almighty;

- AAT B v B
.
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when he charged fuch of his ofspring as had un-
derftanding fufiicient to comprzhend his meaning,

to perfevere in the virtuous cousfe wherein thcy
had been initiated, and diligently ferve Him
whom their father had ferved ; when he expreffed
to his weeping friends and fome of the affectionate
attendants on his Miniftry who were prefent, his

- ardent wishes for the fuccefs of the Gefpel and

for the interells of religion and virtue, declared
his unfeigned affent to the truths of Chriftiani-

ty, devoutly thanked God for the comforts and

hopes of religion, and defired his friends to join -
in the performance of that divine exercife of
praife, which he was foon to enjoy in perfetion.
in the manfions above.* Such, O-Chriftians ! were

§ The Dschin which ke desired to be sang en this cceavion was

© the exLyrth of the Collection of Psalms and Hymns naw used in

the Preshyierian Cosgregations in this cicy and neighbourhood ;
wnd ie as foliows ;

I'LL preise my Maker with my breath,

Ard wheh sy voice is Jost in deatly
Praise shizil employ my nobler pow'rs :

My deys of pr Mise shail he'er be past,

'Wlni. life and thouaght and being last,
Or Imnee wlity endures.
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the triumphs of religion iu the darl el cv’l ’.\)-?
Here we faw ¢ with v«!\ar fortitude a Cliifian conld!
die.”” Here was a Ie€ture more ¢fiv cL..al 1120 VO-
Jumes, to difpel the vifionary charms of pleafure,
to dim the fplendor of the mifer's gold, to put
.vice to confufion and give peace to virtue, to
. make the believer adore and the infid-{ tremble.

But, while the departure of "our deceafud bro-
ther was thus happy and enviable; shough with

Happy the man whose hopes rely
On isrcel’s Cod: He made the sky,
~ And earth and seas with a'l their train =
His truth for ever siunds secure ;
He saves th’ opprest, He tecds the poar,
And none shall find kHis promise vain.

The Lord hath eyces to give the blind ;
The Loed supports the sinking mind;
He sends the lab'ring conscience peace ;
‘He helps the stranger in distress,
‘The widow and the fatherless, .
~ And grants the pris'ner sweet releasc.

He loves his saints, he knows them well,
His love their joyful lips shall tell ;
Thy God, O Sion! ever reigns :
. Let every tongue, let cvery age
In this exalted work engage ;
Praise him in ¢verlasting strains.

I'll praise my Maker with my breath;

And when my voice is Jost in death,
Praise shall employ my nobler pow'rs :

My days of praise shall ne’er be past,

YVhile life and thought and being last,
Or inmortality endures.
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regard to lnmfdf' it was ¢ far better to depart ax*d
to be with Chrift;’ yet the lofs of an ufeful and dili-
gent inftruttor of youth, afaithful and able Minif-
ter of religion, a kind hutband and affeCtionate
parent, cannot be thought of without alarm, can-
not be felt without the dcepcft and moft poignant
forrow. We wifh not to prefage ill to the coun-
try or to the Church of God. Itis to be hoped
that therc are yet left many good mcn whofe
prayers, and whofe alms afc:t nd in memorial
before God, and help to fhield us from the Dlvme
vengeance fo juftly due to our manifold fins, and
to reftore the Divine favor to our guilty land. It

5 is to be hoped that He with whom 1s the refidue of

thc fpiric will again fend forth into his vineyard
ablc and faxthful labourers to feed his people with
knowledoe and underftanding.  But, my brethren,
while otr land mourns undcr the fad effe@s of the
Divine dlfpleafune when wafting peftilence de-
populates our cities; when the fwellmo- floods,
impelled by the breath of Heaven, threaten our
habitations and our lives with deftruction ; v.hf-n

the tempeftuous winds, fweeping our fields, blaft

the hopes of the hufbandman,*‘ the moft inconfi-

* On the 8th of September, 1801, the States of South-

- Carolina and Georgia were visited with a Hurricane more

violent in itself than had been known for half a century, and
more destructive in its consequences than any which had oc-
cured since the first settlement of the country by Europeans.
The gulf stream bung oppostd in its course by a violent
north east wind and thrown back upon the coast, raised the

- tide many fect, (at Bavannah it was said to be ten, but at

Charleston it did not appear to be morc than five or’six)
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derate are called to folemn refle€tion.  And when,
in this moment of refleltion, we confider the wany
heinous and prefumptucus fins of this nation; when
we obferve the indocility, the immorality ard the
unpromifing charater of the young and rifing gen-
eration; when we perceive, on the oac hand, the
unceafling efforts of infidelity and profancnefs to
rob us of that which is our guide in lile, our com-
“fort in afiliction, and our hope in death, and, on
the other, the lukewarmnefs and indifference of
‘thofe who ftill retain the form of Godiinefls, no
"ferious and good man canhelp being affected with
apprehenfion and regret to hear of the fudden and

“above the ordinary height at high watcr. Al the wharves
in Charleston were over-flowed, and greatly irjured by
the violence of the waves and the beating of vessels arainst
their sides.  Many cellars and stores were filled with water,
and property was damaged to a considerable amount. Mary
vessels lying at the wharves were sunk or dashed in picees ;
others were forced from their anchorage and driven on shore::
And scarcely one eseaped without some material injury.—
The codst was covered with fragments cf the wrecks of
vessels which had foundered in the gale at sea. Some were
“driven ashore and lost, though, in some cases, their crewsand
_part of their cargoes were saved. The vice swamps and low
lands within reach of the tide, were generally oveillowed, by
which the crops of rice and provisions were greatly injured,
and in many places totally destroyed and swept away by the
refluent water. The ficlds of cotton, particularly along the
sea-shore, which previously promised an abundant crop,
were blasted and nearly destroyed by the violenee of the wind
and the spray of the sca. The leaves of the trees were
blighted, and it was observed that in a few weeks a new
spring scemed to commence, tire fulivge was renewdd, dnd
many of the fruit trees were avain covered withh Llossoms
and {ruit. |
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fiequent removal of fo many ufeful public charac-
ters and faithful Minifters of religion. ¢ Help
Lord! for the godly man ceafeth, for the faithful
fail from among the children of men!”

T'o us, my brethren of the Clergy ! this dispen-
fation of Providence fpeaks in a ftill louder and
more alarming tone. It is one of ourfelves; who
was employed with us in befeeching finners to be
reconciled unto God, in holding forth the terrors of
the Lord, and in difplaying the bleflednefs and
rewards of a virtuous courfe, who has fallen by
our fide. ¢ The Prophets do not live for ever,”

more than others, let none of us, therefore,

In Georgia many negroes and others were drowned in con-
sequence of the low islands along the coast being overflawed
to a considerable depth.  Only one life was lost in Charles-
ton: But, during the gale, the most serious apprehensions
were entertained for the safety of many hundreds of its in-
habitants, who are accustomed, during the warm months, to
retire, for the sake of the coolness and salubrity of the air,
to Sullivan’s-Island, situated at the mouth of the bay or

harbour. This island, which is nothing but a sand-bank,

was completely covered with the waters of the sea, in some
places five or six fect deep; upwards of twenty houses were
blown down by the winds, or washed away by the waves:
The inhabitants (with the exceptiocn of .one Negro) were
saved by retreating to the houses placed on the most elevat-
ed ground ; but, had the gale continued a few hours longer,
and raised the waters a foot or two higher, it was feared that
every house on the island must have been swept away, and
every soul have perished.

During the moaths of July, August and September, of the
same ycar, the disease called the yeilow-fover, which for 12
Yyears past has, with two exceptions, paid an annual visit to
Charleston, was more than usuaily fatul to strangers, and
carried off many useful and valuable citizens.




S1

indulze the miftaken idea that we have no i, uqcﬂ
1n tl*ofc folemn and awful truths which v are
commiflionzd to declare to others,  Let us 0 J)
to be prepared, as our deparied bLrother, to dif-
play that patience under afllition, and that forti-
tude in the hour of death which we fo frequencly
- inculcate on others.  Let us fhew that religicn is
not with us a mere {peculative theory ; buta prac-
tical fyftem which has imprefled our own heare
and atuates our conduct. IL.et us not attcempt to
bind on cthers heavy, burdens which we will not
touch with one of our fingers.

~ Four times, within a few fhort months, has the
fhaft of this “infatiate archer™ been difcharged;
and four times has a Minifter of God fallen a vic-
tim to its irrefiftible force.®* It is again pointed:
To whofe brealt, is known only to Him for whofe
pcrmlﬂion he delays to ftrike. Let us fet our
houfes in order. Let us work the work of him
who fent us. Let us be diligent in feafon and
gut of feafon, that, by our labours in word and
dotrine, we may fave our own fouls and the fouls
“of them who hear us.

- Believing alfo, that there is a fuperintending
Provxdencc who governs the world by jult and

" * The Revercrd Thomas Irost, and the Reverend Tho-
mas H. Spierin, of the Lpiscopalian Ciwrch, the Reverend
———— Waters of the Methodist persuasion, wnd the Reve-
rend James Malcomsen, of the Presbyterian Church, ¢l
died within a few months of cach other: And within luss
than three years preceeding, the Fpiscopakian Chuich were
also deprived of the Right Reverend Bishicp Smith, the Beve-
rend Dector Henry Pureddly and the Revevend Peter Packers




équal Taws, and who, by every affliion, intends to
punifh or totry us, it behoves us to confider whether
there may not be found in ourfelves fufficient rea-
fon why the ¢ Lord’s anger burns (o fierce againft us.”
Have we not, one and alt of us, been remifs in the
difcharge of our duty ? Have we not fought our own
glory and intereft, rather than the glory of God and

- the interefts of religion ? Have notenvyingsand jea-

Ioufies and divifions arifen among us to the injury
of religion and the fcandal of oood and moderate
men? Let us be induced by the affeCting and
humihatmg example before us to fet about a re-
formationof thefe evils, Let us fhew that we are
brethren not in name, but in deed and in truth.
Let us refle@ that we are all fervants of the fame
mafter. Let us no longer feverally fay, ¢« I am
of Paul, and I of Apolios, and I of Cephas:”
are we not all of Chrift? Let us, therefore, as
becometh thofe who are his followers, co-operate
harmonioufly in {preading the Redeemers King-
dom through the earth, in counteracting the fatal

effets’of that diforder which fin has introduced

mto the moral {yftem, in ftriving to make men
wife, virtuous and happy.

With you, my Brethren of the infant but flou-
rithing congregation over which our deceased
brother prefided! I condole, on account of the

- fevere blow which your fociety has fuftained by

the lofs of your beloved and refpelied palior.
Fer a fhort time only have you enjoyed the be-
nefic of his inftructions and labours. But, fhort
as it Iras been, it will leave lafting memorials be-
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hiad 1t your conftience will boar wimd!, e,
during this time he has addreficd to you many ar-
gumwiits in behalf of a rehigious and virtuous lit,
- that he has given you many caracit invizations to
repentance and many folemn warnings to flee from
the wrath to come, which, if neglected and un-
improved, will leave you wholly without excufe
in the day of the Lord. Let the melancholy re-
fletion that you will fee his face and hear his
voice no more, quicken your recollection, and in-
cline you more readily to comply with the advices
which he gave vou while he was yet withyou, .t
your refpect for the memory of the decuafed in-
~duce you to regard the dying injunétion which ke
delivered to fome of you, Though the fhepherd
has been fmitten, let not the fheep be feattered
abroad. Abate not in your zeal for the glory of
God, and the fuccels of the Redeemer’s King-
dom ; forfake nct the affembling of your! flves
together as the manner of too many among us is.
And befeech the Great Shepherdto fend you ano-
ther paftor after his own heart, who will declare
" unio you the word of life, and who will build

~ youup in faith, in charity and in good works.

- But who fhall defcribe the fituation of the af-
flited widow and her four helplefs Orphans?
Who fhall undertalze to adminifter confolaticn to
them? If, to a good man, tried and approved cf
God, aad duly prepared for a future ftate, ther
~can be a bitter pang in deach, itis this, to leave
b=hind him aan unprotected widow, and helplefs
- Oiphans, cxpoﬁd to the ftorms and tempefts of
this rude and boifterous world, having no anxicus
facher to waich over their carly years, toinftil 1at0
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them the principles of piety and virtue, and to
prote& the tender buds from the noxious blafts of
vice. But this is a wound too tender now to be

probed. Over this fcene my feelings compel me

to draw a veil. Let us commend: them to the
Almighty prote&ion of our corapaflionate High-
Priest, who has a fellow-feeling with all our in-

firmities; who, in all our afflitions, 1is aﬁh&cd |
\who knoweth our frame and remembereth that

~ we are duft; who is the father of the fatherlefs,

;hc judge of the widow, the ftranger’s fhield and
the orphan’s ftay; who hath exprefsly promifed,

* leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them;
~ and let thy widows trust in me. And under what

more infallible and certain pirotection can we place
them than under the pratettion of the Everlafting

.God who fainteth not, neither is weary, who
giveth power ta’the faint, and to them who_

have no might increafeth ftrength. - --
While we yet ftand in the prefencc of God .

‘wnh this affeéting fpe@acle before our eyes, and

furrounded with the numerous manfions of the

dead, let me call upon all who hear me, whatever
may be their intereft in this dispensation of Provi-
~ dence, if any can be fuppofed to be unintereft-

ed in an event’ which may fo foon be their
own ‘lot, to attend to, and to improve the im-
portant leffons fo forcibly taught by the prefent
fcene.  See here, my brethren, a feithful repre-
fentation of the vanity of all carthly purfuits, of
all human glory. “Youth, health, beauty, fortune,
talents, honors, ferve for a fhort time to diftingui(h
one worm of the earth from another, The grave
opcns and reduces all toa pcrfc& equality, Look

. e ——.
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into the houfe appointed for all living. What a
fad fpecracle do we there behold! Ye fathers and
mothers of families ! who are fill fo wedded to

“the world, whofe affe@ions, with a finful excefs

are placed on the creature more than on the Crea-
" tor, sec here the hidcous remains of that amiable
. and beloved daughter, once fo fair znd fo gay,
whofe meimory ftill wrings your heart and moif-
. tens your eyes—of that promifing boy who was

“the idol of your foul and the hope of your de- -

«clining vears, but who was ftopt fhort in the
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‘midft of his carreer and cut off in the flower of

his age! Difconfolate hutband! Behold the
‘mangled form of that youthful fpoufe to whofe
accents of affeition you furrendered the foul,

‘on whofe beauteous face you gazed with rapture.
Afflicted widow! fee here the hufband of your

“youth, whofe unfirung arm can no longer yield

‘you prote&ion, whofe dull cold ear cannot liften
to your foothing firains, whofe breaft, once kin-
dled with the pureft fire and beating with the beft
“affe&ions, is now mingled with the clods of the
valley, ¢ How vain are all things here below!”
- How uncertain and tranfitory our deareft pof-
feffions, and our pureft joys ! How careful fhould be
to place our affections on the ¢ Friend that ftick-
~ <th clofer than a brother,” and who will not, like

“carthly friends, die and leave us. .
" Hither let the men of the world alfo repair,
and derive inftrution from this feene. What de-

AT B

folation do you here behold! What profcund

filence reigns among the inhabitants ot the tomb!
‘But this filence 1s inflru&tive; itis elequent. Hear
you not a voice iffuing frem yorder grave and fay-
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ing, numlber your days, aad apply your boart.c 15340
‘W{/(,G/IZ. '

Liften ye votaries of ambition! to what is ad-
drefled to vou by one of the occupants of that
church-yard! I have enjoyed before you that
place of preferment which younow seek. I have
been furrounded with that fplendor which now

- dazzles your fight. I madea figure in the werld.

My titles, my wealth, my dignity, my credit
were fpoken of with admiration and applaule.
But where did all terminate? In the grave. And
where fhall it terminate alfo with 1efrard to vou?

In the grave?””

Liften, ye covetous! to what ano*her of tbcfc
dead feems to utter: I was tormented with the
fame infatiable defire of heaping up wealth that
now. occupies your breaft. I became fat on the

{ubftance of the widow arnd the orphan'.. I got
- to myfelf large pof"cfﬁons. But of all thefe what

did [ bring w,th me into this dark abode? Noth-
ing but a wmd‘no'-fhcct and a coffin. And what
more will you carry away of the treafurPs whxch,

~you may amafs 2"’

Liften, ye fons of pleafure! to the voice from
the tomb: “J too lived voluptuoufly. I with-
held not my heart from any joy. Pleafure I tried
in all its forms. But now the voice of muific is
low: My pomp is brought down to the grave, and
the noife of myvicls: The worm is fpread under

e, and the worms cover ms. What you are, 1
havc been; and what Trow am, you will focn be.”

May the falutary impreffions which have this
day been made upon our minds, abide with us,
and influence our conduft during the whole of our






