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AN ORATION, &

TN NN

Frrrow CiTizENs,

THE honour of being called to addrefs you on this occa-
fion is fomewhat qualified by the confideration, that the
fubje& to which our thoughts are naturally direéted, has been
fo often difeufsed, that no new argument can be advanced to
gratify the ear of curiofity, and no additional luftre given to
thofe which are already known, to render them more accep-
table to hearers of a refined tafte. But, difadvantageous as
this may be to the fpeaker, it affords no fufficient reafon why
we fhould difcontinue the celebration of this anniverfary.
In the courfe of a year, many things occur, to wear away the
impreflions which former difcourfes may have produced.
The zeal which you felt at the commencement of the inftitu-
tion will gradually cool, unlefs renewed and revived by fre-
quently prefenting to your view the objeéts by which it was
atfirft excited. * It is a ckecumftance, too, highly encoura-
ging, that I am not fent to you with heavy tidings, or defired
to make unwelcome demands upon your charity; but rather -
to thank you for your former liberality, to congratulate you
on the fuccefs with which your exertions have been attended,
and to point out this inftitution as an obje& of the firft im-
- portance to the community, and as highly deferving of your
future patronage. = - .« ‘
~ Had I no other purpofe in view but to intereft your affec-
tions in behalf of this eftablifhment, I need go no farther
than the objefts before you. You now behold one of the
moft pleafing and affeéting fights which can be exhibited to
the benevolent eye—the moft magnificent edifice of the kif nd
S o



[ 6] :
of which the new world can boaft, ercflcd on a fpot formerly
barren and unprofitable, to fhelter and proteét thofe tender
plants whom misfortune and adverfity had left expofed to
every rude and noxious blaft—more than one hundreg of
your fellow creatures, lately {ubjefl to poveity and want, and
ready to fall vi€tims to vice and ruin, happily refcued by your
generous interpofition, and decently clothed, fupported and
educated by your bounty.. ¢ Deprived of every parental
¢ aid, you became their guardians; deftitute of any abode, -
¢ you provided for them a habitation; hungry and thirfty,
¢ you fed them and gave them drink; expofed continually
¢ to the wiles of the deftrqyer, you fnatched them, with an
¢ angel’s hand, from deftru€tion; in danger of every evil to
¢« which idlenefs and ignorance could render them liable,
¢ you employed and inftrufted them.” If the recolle&lion
of beneficent attions, and the conlcioufnefs of good inten-
tions, though defeated by the perverfenefs of men, or by thofe
untoward accidents to which all human fchemes are liable,
are a fource of pure and exquifite enjoyment—ryour fatisfac-
tion muft: be greatly increafed, when you behold your in-
tentions carried into execution, and your labours crowned
with complete fuccefs. But how muft the imagination ex-
pand with hope, and the heart dilate with joy, when you
look forward and behold thofe whom you now prateét, enter-
ing into life ; atting for themfelves; filling ufeful and honor-
able ftations in fociety ; adorning and improving their country
by their ingenuity andinduftry, ordefendingitby theirvalour;
becoming, themfelves, the. fathers and mothers of families,and
tranfinitting to their children’s children, a portion of that
happinefs which they have derived from this inftitution. In
this point of view, you will no longer confider this houfe as
merely an afylum from prefent mifery, but as a nurfery of
ufeful charatters, as a feminary of religion and virtue, as
the fource of an incalculable addition to the happinefs and
improvement of the human race. , '

It is the nature of charity not to boafl or to envy : but it is
no lefs a property of it to liften with delight to the voice of
fincere praife.  Without, therefore, fubjeéiing myfclfto the
charge of boafting, or of making invidicus comparilous, 1

.o B |
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may affirm, that of 2!l charitable inftitutions, thofe which re-

ard the education wnd 1aintenance of orphan and deftitute
children, may juftly cicim the preference.  God forbid that
I thould feek to withdraw your compaffion and {fupport from
the aged and infirm, whofe arm is now unftrung, and who,
declining into the winter of life, no longer difplay the blof-
foms of fpring, or the fruit of autumn! God forbid that I
fhould endeavour to dry up the fympathetic tear which flows
for the forrows of others; to make you deaf to the figh of
the afflitted, or render you lefs anxious to relieve the fick,
and, by affiftance and advice, to {mooth the bed of death!
~ God forbid that what is meant to excite charity, fhould create

a jealoufy of intereft, or an interference of claims among

inftitutions which have one common obje& in view, the
relief of diftrefs, the alleviationof human mifery, in whatever
fhape it appears! My intention here is to congratulate you

on the proper application of your charity; to encourage you

to proceed in the fame courfe; and to fhew that, while other
charitable eftablifhments ought not to be negleéted, this re-
quires and deferves a more than common fhare of youratten-
tion and fupport. Many of the fair daughters of Charity

have done virtuoufly—but this excelleth them all. o

Inftitutions of this nature may juftly be ftiled more chari-
tablethanany other, becaufe they relieve greater wretchednefs.

There is not, in nature, a more firiking picture of weaknefs -

and helplefsnefs than man in the firft ftage of his exiftence.
Some animals arc capable of providing for their defence
and nourifhment from the moment of their birth: and all, in
a fhort fpace of time, are independent of foreign fupport.
But man, like a tender*and delicate flower, mull be reared
with infinite care and attention; and requires, for many years,
the foftering hand of the parent. Happily the natural love
of offspring, and the di€tates of reafon, combine to call forth
the parental affiftance. But when this fupport is, by the de-
cree of heaven, removed—when they to whom they were
accuftomed to look for bread, are laid in the duft—when the
unconcerned ftranger, immerfed in the purfuit of bufinefs or
pleafure, pafses by regardlefs of their diftrefs; can imagination
figure to itfelf aftate more helplefs and wretched? The very
: ‘ cries



(81

cries and tears, by which alone they~can exprefs their mifery,
{peak more forcibly inthe ears of the compaflionate, than the
moft pathetic orator can in their behalf. :
, And yet, fuch has been the fituation of moft of thofe who
have beenreceived into this houfe. Some of them have been
found wandering in the ftreets, without father or mother;
without friend, except the compaffion of the charitable, and
the benevolent providence of Him who is the father of the
fatherlefs, the fhield of the ftranger and the fupport of the
orphan; fcarcely acquainted with their own names; and trul
able to fay, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air
have nefls, but we have not where to lay our heads. Others
have been ufhered into the acquaintance of the Commiffion-
ers by the difconfolate mother, whofe tears ftill flowed for the
head and fupporter of herfelf and her children, and who has
addrefsed them in the piteous language of the widow of
Ifracl to the prophetof old: Thy fervant my hufband is dead,
and thou knoweft that thy fervant did fear the Lord. Thine
kandmaid hath nothing in the houfe fave one pot of oil, and
behold ! the creditor is come to take my two fonsto be bond men.
In other cafes, the children have been taken from the bed-
fide of their aged, fick orinfirm parents, who have thus been
fpared the heart-rending neceflity of hearing them call for bread,
while they had none to beftow ; and who have then yielded with
lefs reluétance to the irreverfible fentence of heaven, when
they knew that thofe whom they loved, and who would be the
greateft lofers by their death, were not left to wander in the
wide world, friendlefs and forlorn, but were provided for in
this houfe, where there is bread enough and to fpare. In
fhort, others have been found in fituaions ftill more wretched
- and deplorable: the offspring of an illicit conneétion, ready
to be facrificed to that fhame which natural feeling, as well
-as human opinion, have attached to every deviation from in-
nocence; or breathing that noxious atmofphere which infeéts
the haunts of profligacy and impurity, and which infallibly
leads thofe who are contaminated with it, firft, to the lofs of

virtue and honour, next, to idlenefs and intemperance, and

laft of all, to a fhameful and untimely end.
Inftitutions of this nature are not only more charitable in
: - their

:
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thieir origin, but alfo more varied and extenfive in their ob-
jeéts.  In common with others they have it in view to pro-
vide food and raiment, a place of habitation, health and
comfert, for thofe who are deftitute of them. And fo far
they deferve an equal fhare of praife'and encouragement.
But the plan of this inftitution extends farther, and pene-
trates deeper into the conftitution of human nature. It is
not fatisfied with the removal or fufpenfion of prefent mi-
{ery, but provides againft its return, and lays the foundation
of future comfort and happinefs, by accuftoming thofe whom
it proteéts to habits of induftry and application, and by teach-
ing them fome art or profeffion, in the profecution of which
they may acquire a decent and honourable fubfiftence. This
inftitution, while it relieves outward indigence, likewife re-
moves inward mifery. It fees the immortal inhabitant of this
carthly tabernacle ftript and naked; mangled by vice, and
bleeding at every pore; bound in fetters by ignorance, and
ftruggling in vain for relief. Like the good Samaritan, it
haftens to his affiftance, breaks his chains, and removes his
intelle@ual diftrefs andmifery. It pours the oil and wine of
confolation into the wounded fpirit. It caufes the light of
knowledge and inftru&ionto fhineinto the dark and benighted -
mind. It feeds the hungry foul with that meat which endu-
reth for ever. It gives to the thirfty the water fpringing up
unto eternal life. It fows thofe feeds of virtue which will
bring forth a rich harveft in future life, and will flourith when
all human fchemes and inftitutions fhall have pafsed away.
Inftitutions of this kind are alfo more lafting in their ef-
fefts. Other charities arc confined to the individuals who-
are the objetts of them.  This, which regards the young and
rifing generation, extends farther than the imagination can
reach: it blefses ages and races of men whichare yet unborn:
in the revolutionary courfe of human affairs it may even
prove the means of obtaining relief to the children and de-
{cendants of thofe who are its prefent {upporters, and whd
wifely lay up, by practifing picus and generous deeds, a good
foundation againft the time to come. ‘
But the beneficial effeélts of fuch an infiitution are by no
meansto be confidered as douttful and remote.’ Theyare cer-
: B tain
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tainand immediate. By promoting the happinefs of thefe or-
phans, you are in faét promoting your own intereft. By faving
them from wantand temptation,you are depriving the {caffold of
its vi€tims; youaredefendingyourlivesfrom the dagger of the
afsaffin; you are fecuring yourhotife and property from the infi-
dious attempts of the midnight robber. By a religious fyftem of
education, you improve the national charafter, and retard the
progrefs of infidelity and impiety, which are the ¢éertain fore-
runners of the downfall of - that ftate in which they prevail.
By enuring thefe your adopted children to habits of ativity,
induftry and virtue, you lay the fureft foundatioii of national
profperity; which confifts not in any local advantages of foil
and climate, or in the abundance of gold and filver; but in
the ufeful labour and aétive induftry of the inhabitants. Na-
tural advantages are ufelefs when unimproved. Gold and
filver may be confumed and diffipated. But ative and in-
duftrious citizens are a never-failing and permanent national
refource. In fhort, by this public mode of education, you
form a hoft of patriots and warriors, who know ne parent
but their country, and owe no debt of gratitude but the ad-
vancement of the general weal. Thefe are our ramparts,faid
an ancient ftatefman to one who enquired concerning the for-
tifications of his city, and pointing to a band of young men
who were educated at the public expence. And I have no
doubt every {kilful politician will agree with me in thinking,
that this houfe, appropriated as it is, to the maintenance and
education of orphan boys and girls, is a more effeétual de-
fence to the ftate, than the bulwarks and loud.toned inftru-
ments of deftruftion which formerly refted on the fame
foundation. Of the final fuccefs of this eftablifhment, and
of the future deftinies and fortunes of thefe orphans, we
fhall predi&t nothing. But we know that in other countries,
where fuch inftitutions have been of longer ftanding, fome
who were educated and fupported at charity fchools, have
afterwards become commanders of fleets and armies, have
rifen to the higher departments of ftate, occupied a feat on
the bench, or miniftered at the altar of the Lord. The
obje&t of this inflitution, it is confefsed, is of a humbler,
though not lefs ufeful kind; being confined chiefly to the
‘ mechanical
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mechanical walks of life: and I am happy to fay, that the
tradefmen and artifans of this city, by their numerous apph-
cations for apprentices, fhew a ci::mded preference for fuch
as have been educated here, above thofe whofe temper,
morals and habits of application, have been defiroyed by
maternal indulgence.

‘Such being the excellent tendency and beneficial effeéts of
inftitutionsof this nature, it may not be improper to enquire,
for a moment, into the principle from which they originate.
It cannot, Ithink, be denied, that there exifts in the orlgmal
conttitution of human nature, a principle or feeling of com-
paffion which is excited by the fight of diftrefs, and which
prompts us to relieve the obje& thereof. = Whether the . per-
formance of beneficent a&ions is wholly dlﬁntereﬁed oris
founded on a defire to efcape from that pain which we feel at’
the fight of mifery, or to obtain that happmefs which flows
from the relief of diftrefs, is of noimportance in the prefent
enquiry. It is of more confequence to obferve that this
feeling, unlefs when ftrengthened by fuperior motives, is but
a cafual and precarious inftrument of good. It ceafes to ope-
rate except in the immediate prefence, and within the audible
cry of mifery. The inferences and’ conclufions of reafon
give additional energy and ftability to this principle. But
after all, it remained animperfe&t provifion for human mifery,
till lmproved and ftrengthened by the benevolent fyftem of
religion publifhed to the world by Jefus Chrift. Of this it
formed the moft efsential part, being inculcated as the diftin-
guithing mark of difciplefhip; being fupported by motives
the moft powerful and fublime ; and bemg recommended to
us by a perfe& model of phllamhropy and compaffion. In re-
lieving the diftrefses of others, we only copy the example of
our Great Mafter, who ¢ found the fons of men as fatherlefs
“ children, outcafts from paradife, in a flate of utter defti-
% tution; who opened for thema houfe of refuge, fed them
“ with celefiial food, gave them the water of life to drink,
“ clothed them with the garments of falvation,” and then in-
culcated on his followers, this commandment—ds [ have loved
you, fo ought: you to love one another.

This rea(omng is fupported by fa&. In the hiftory of

ancient
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ancient times, a few folitary inftances of individual benevo-
lence may be met with; but it is from the introdu&ion of
Chriftianity that we date the origin of charitable eftablifb-
ments, Then benevolence began to operate upon a regular
and fyftematic plan. Then the richlearnt to part with their
goods for the relief of the poor. ~ Houfes were built for fuch
as had none. Hofpitals were prepared for thofe who wanted
aphyfician. And the naked and hungry brethren of Jefus
were clothed and fed at the common expence of that fociety
of which they were members. v

The benevolent and compaffionate genius of the gofpel is
fully apparept inits effeéts. It has difpelled former ignorance
and barbarity ; foftened and civilized human fociety; refined
and humanized the manners of men; reftrained the ravages
and cruelties of war; mitigated the feverity of punifhment;
diffufed more extenfively civil liberty and focial rights; and
elevated the lower orders of men to a rank and importance in
fociety. , : '
~ But in nothing is the humane fpirit of Chriftianity more
confpicuous than in improving the ftate of children. In the
moft polithed nations of antiquity we obferve on this fubjeét

lawsthe molt ridiculous, and cuftoms the moft fhocking to hu- -

manity. Their legiflators had too much wifdom not to perceive
that the youth were an important part of the community; and
that, if they did not fow in fpring, they could not reap in har-
veft. But war and conqueft conftituted the policy of every
ftate previous to the chriftian ra; their inftitutions were all
calculated for this end; and barbarous laws counterafted,
and often triumphed over, the feelings of nature. At Sparta,
the new-born infant was expofed to the examination of a
- council of men, the moft inflexible in their difpofitions, and
_ the moft fevere in their manners; and if it had the appear?nce
of being weak and fickly, it was deemed unworthy to live.
At Athens, it depended on the will of a capricious and dif-
hipated father, whether any of his children fhould be allowed
to live; and as the ftate made provifion for. the maintc-
nance only of thofe whofe parents had fallen in batile, the

children of the poor, or unhappy orphans, were for the moft

part configned to deftruttion; cxpoled in the defert, to the
uncertain
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uncertain affe€lion of the wild beaft, or left in the high way
to the mercy of the accidental paffenger. At Rome, the fa-
ther’s authority over his children was abfolute and unlimited.
They could be foldinto flavery, orput to death at hispleafure.

But Chriftianity has reftored to nature its rights, and to
virtue its reign. With the fevere legiflators of antiquity
compare the mild and merciful Lawgiver of the univerfe;
whofe meeknels of temper and fuavity of manners were ac-
knowledged even by his enemies; who, in all his ations,
difplayed the utmoft affability and conde{cenfion; who, on
many occafions, fhewed a peculiar affeftion and attachment

" to children; who delighted to have them about his perfon;
and who frequently exhibited them to his difciples, as fit em-
blems of that innocence, fimplicity and docility, which ought
to charalterife the fubjctts of his moral government.  Suffer
little children, faid he, o come unto me, and forbid them not;

JSor of fuch isthe kingdom of heaven.

Hear then the fum and conclufion of the whole matter.
You, who are the generous patrons and fupporters of the
Orphan-houfe, have, by your attention to this inftitution,
thewn yourlelves to be charitable men, enlightened patriots
and good Chriftians. The catalogue of hwnan virtues fur-
nifhes no additional encomium. .

The fuccefs of every inilitution depends on the wifdom
and fidelity with which it’is conduéted. Upon this principle
the Orphan-houfe may reaflonably expeét all that fuccefs
of which the nature of human affairs will admit. The ge-
neral management and {uperintendance of this inftitution has
wilely been committed to_thofe whom their fellow-citizens
have entrufted with the fecurity of their lives and properties,
I mean the INTENDANT and WARDENS of this city.
To you, _
"~ . GENTLEMEN,

I with to addrefs myfelf with that deference and refpe&t
which are duc to thofe whom the voice of their country has
invelted with authority. Our religion tcaches us, that they
who rule are entitled to double honour; but at the fame time
it exhorts rulers to rule with diligence. Refpoudibility is in-

- varlably attached to ftations of henour and truft.  If nobler

laurels
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laurels are to be gained, greater toil is to be undergone and
more danger is to be encountered. By accepting the office
which you now hold, you have pledged yourfelves to the
community, that youwill difcharge the duties thereof with
diligence and fidelity. o : '
- Among the many duties attached to your ftation, none ap-
pears more important than a due regard to the proper manage-
ment of this inftitution. Here you muft lay the foundation
of almoft every other improvement in the adminiflration of
the police. The education of youth is the moft interelting
objet which can occupy the attention of the rulers of the
community. This age is the feed-time of life, and if this is
negleéted, the confequences will be as injurious, asif the
feed-time were left out of the year. Asthe twig is bent, the
tree isinclined. The habits and manners of the youth de-
termine the charaélter and conduét of the man, The inftruc-
tions and exhortations of the minifters of religion will be
delivered in vain, unlefs the mind has been previoufly pre-
pared for receiving them, by a virtuous education. To na
purpofe will you enaét laws and regulations for the mainte-
nance of good order and fobriety, unlefs you encourage in
the youth, habits of induftry and virtue. In vain do you
employ your time and money in cleaning and repairing the
ftreets, 1f you do not free them from the impurities of vice,
and from thofe difgufting fights which fqualid poverty pre- -
fents. You will have done but half your work, if youcon-
tent yourfelves with lighting the nightly pafsenger on his way,
and ftill leave the minds of the lower orders of people in the
darknefs of ignorance. You cannot beautify and adorn the
city inany way fo effe€tually, as by introducing purity of man-
ners, and traming up thefe children to induftry and virtue.
The encouragement of this inftitution is not only a fublime
inftance of charity—but alfo the trueft economy, the beft
‘way of hufbanding the public money. The moreof itthat is
expended here, the lefs will be confumed in the poor-houfe.
In proportion as the number of thofe who are benefited by
this inftitution is increafed, the expence of guarding your
lives and properties will be diminifhed. The patriotic re-
publicans of antiquity, lived themfelves in mean and incon-
' ' venient
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venient dwellings: they difplayed their fplendor and magni-
ficence in their public works, and in the temples of their
\gods. Shew yourfelves imitators worthy of them; and by
your attention to inftjtutions of public utility, manifeft your
zeal for the public good. ,

But while, as far as your funds will permit, you encou-
rage and extend this inftitntion, let it not be forgotten that
you will more effe€tually promote the defign thereof, if you
can find leifure for perfonal attendance and infpeéhon.
This will raife in the children, a fpirit of emulation, and a
laudable defire to excel; becaufe they will perceive that

ou take an intereft in their welfare and improvement, and
will find themfelves diftinguifhed according to their progrefs
and good behaviour. This will tend, alfo, to excite the
diligence and exertions. of thofe fervants and dependents
whom you employ under you in this houfe. For though
the exhibition of this day affords ample teftimony of the
- fidelity and'prudence of all concerned in this eftablithment,
it cannot be denied that the prefent zeal can be kept up only
by your conftant and regular fuperintendence.

Above all, let it be your chief care to make a wife and
difcreet choice of commiffioners—to eleét to this important
and honourable ftation, none but men of known integrity and
prudence; men fearing God, and hating covetoulnefs.

Happily the exifting circumftances leave no room here,
but for praife’and congratulation. ‘Were I not afraid to
wound that modefty and humility which are” infeparably
attached to great and good charafters, I would defcribe
minutely, and you would hear with pleafure, the unwearied
diligence with whichthe COMMISSIONERS, without fee or
reward, attend to the bufinefs of thisinftitution ; frequently
to their own detriment, and the interruption of their private
affairs. I would call upon the diftrefsed parents to declare,
how eafy of accefs they have ever found them, and how
ready to liften to their tale of woe. T would teach thefe chil-
dren to rehearfe the many inftances of paternal affetion,
anxiety and care which they have experienced, and the many
proofs of zeal for their interefts, and of their readinefs to

give them advice, and even pecuniary afliftance from their
/ private
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private fortune after they had left the houfe. In therr
Eook of laws, which is open to the infpefion of every one,
I would point out the falutary regulations which they have
eftablithed for the management of their important charge.
I would lead you through the different apartments of this
- building, and direét your attention to the plenty which reigns
there, to the economy which is prattifed, and to the good
~order which prevails among the children. I would then re-
quelt you to follow me into the place of their education,
and mark the proficiency many of them have fade; a
_ proficiency that might well put to the bluth fome who have
enjoyed all the advantages which the good fortune of being
. defcended from rich and refpetable parents confers. In
thori, you fhould be prefent at their hours of devotion, and
hear with what fervour and zeal, they, every morning and
evening, offer thanks to heaven, who has raifed them up in
you fuch generous patrons and fupporters. There is but
one fatt, however, which I fhall diftinguifh with a particu-
lar notice, as a proof of the great attention which is paid to
the health, diet and comfort of the children. Out of 183,

who have been received upon this eftablifhment fince its

foundation, in five years (the term of its duration) only fix
have died; makirg one in 152 annually: a circumitance,
which, confidering the precarious period of life, is almoft
incredible, and is not to be equalled in any other climate,
even the moft favourable to the health and longevity of the
human race. . : : '
I have only to befeech you, GENTLEMEN, asyou have
hitherto deferved well of the community, not to relax in

your exertions. ~ Confider the important truft repofedinyou.

A higher compliment” could not have been paid to the vir-
~ tues either of your head or heart, than to commit to you the
management of an inftitution which requires fo much of
both. I need fcarcely remind you of that pleafure which
you have fo often felt, the pleafure of doing good, the de-
light of relieving the wretched. - At times, indeed, you will
be called to witnefs affliting {cenes; but it is confoling to
think, that even thefe have the happieft tendency to foften and
improve the heart. In general, you will find in this houfe a
pleafing

e ——————
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t;lcafing retreat from the rougher labours of bufinefs and
the/ more difagreeable duties of your ftation. A feminary of
children, engaged in the little toils and labours fuited to
their years; indulging their playful and {portive difpofitions,
and difplaying without diflimulation or referve, their hopes and.
their fears, their loves and their hatreds, their joys and their
griefs, is a delightful fubjeét of contemplation. It is the
- pi@ture of man’s primeval ftate, and reminds us of thofe
happy days of innocence and peace, which were {pent in
quietnefs under the paternal roof, before we were acquainted
with the cares and forrows and vices of the world. Here,
feated on an eminence, you enjoy a delightful calm and
ferenity, while you behold the world beneath you vexed with
the din of politics, and wearied with- the noife of folly.
Other patriotic deeds may gain applaufe, but {cenes like thefe
adminifter comfort. Nay, the applaufe which fuch works
acquire to their performers, though not fo loud and noify,
is far more lafting and fatisfattory. In the eye of reafon,
goodnefs ranks before greatnefs, and benevolent deeds before
the moft heroic exploits. They confer laurels which never
fade, and beftow honours which no breath can blaft. The
ereftion of this edifice will be remembered to the immortal
honour of its founders, when the proud monuments of human
ambition and folly fhall have mouldered into dult; and
when the heroes and conquerors and deftroyers of the human
race, who have filled the earth with Wi(};WS and with or-
phans, fhall have funk intooblivion, orare remembered with
abhorrence, But this is the finalleft part of your reward.
Your's are the joys of felf approbation. Upon you fhall
come the blefling of thofe who were ready toperith.  'When
thofe years arrive, wherein the idle, who have wafted their
time unprofitably, and the felfith, who have employed it
folely for their own private advantage, fhall fay they have no
pleafure, you will be able to recollett with fatisfaétion the
feveral events of a life {pent in promoting the glory of God, -
and the good of your fellow creatures.  In that hour, when
human ftrength is nought but weaknels, and all the glory of
‘man withers away as the flower of the ficld, your labours of
love in behalf of this houfe, will be to you a fource of fup-
C port
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port and confolation. And in that day of retribution, Wheii
- the merciful fhall obtain mercy, and all the frivolous and
_ hard hearted fons of mirth fhall be fwept away, as the chaff
before the wind, you fhall hear with delight this fentence of
approbation and reward: Come ye bleffed ! inherit the king-
dom prepared for you,lfrom beforethe foundation of the world.
For I was an hungred, and ye gave me ment ; I was thirfly,
- and ye gavemedrink ; I wasa flranger, and ye took me in:
Naked andyecloathed me; Twasfick andyevifitedme; I was in
ifon and ye came unto me. For in as much as ye have done it
unto the leaft of thefemy brethren,ye have done it untome. For
whofoecver fhall give to drink unto one of thefe little ones, a cup
of coldwater only, fhall innowife lofe his reward.

I am, laft of all, to addrefs myfelf to you for whofe benefit
this inftitution is intended. And here much might be faid,
were it poffible to clothe my fentiments in language which
your tender arnd uninformed minds could eafily underftand.
But, as this is not the cafe with the greater part of you, I
fhall confider the fubjeét with more brevity than perhaps its.
importance requires. \

Thofe of you who are capable of judging and feeling at
all, muft, on this occafion, at the fight of your benefa&tors,
be filled with fentiments of joy, gratitude and love. Once
were you orphans and fatherlefs, but now thefe are your
mothers and your fathers, your fifters and your brethren.
To them ought to be transferred that affetion which would
have been due to your own parents, had you been fortunate

~ enough to have experienced their kindnefs. Perhaps their
claim is fironger than that of any natural parent, becaufe they
were bound by no tie of _‘aﬂye&ion, and they expe& no
recompence but a properimprovement, on your part, of the,
opportunijties which ‘they have put in your power. The
wretchednefs of your former condition, which was not at all
diminithed by the inability of many of you to perceive its-
full extent, compared with your prefent comfortable fituation,
clearly points out to you how much you owe to the generofity
of the public. Every meal you eat, every time you look
to this ftately building, deftined for your dwelling, fhould
call up to your view your kind fupporters, and bring the t;ar

. ’ \ , . o
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of gratitude into your eye, You ought farther to confider,
that even had you been able to ftruggle through the various
ills of poverty, want and difeafe, incident to your former
condition, you would ftill have laboured under the moft
ferious difadvantages in your progrefs throygh life. Igno-
rant and vicious, you could not have rifen to eminence in
any fituation, Without friends to patronife and advife you,
or to introduce you into the world, difcouragement and dif-
appointment would have attended you in every purfuit. But,
by being received into this houfe, you have been adopted,
as it were, into anhonourable family. Youare now the im-
mediate children of your country, who will not fail to pro-
vide for you, if you are not wanting to yourfelves. You
have now friends and patrons, to whom you may look up
for counfel and protetion. Refleftions like thefe are fuffi-
cient to melt the moft infenfible heart, and have been often
found to reform the moft ftubborn and untratable, with
whom punifhment and reftraint were of no avail. - But how
fhall you eyince your gratitude, and your fenfe of our kind-
nefs? You cannot, inperfon, thank every individual of your
fupporters: and it may never be in your power to make any
return. The only way, then, in which you can fhew your
gratitude, is by a proper behaviour, a diligent attention to
your improvement while you are in this houfe; and a grate-
ful recolle&tion, after you have left it, of the kindnefs you
bave here experienced, together with a faithful difcharge of
the duties which may belong to your future ftation in life.
Thus your benefa@ors will have the fatisfaBion to know, that
their money and pains have not been beftowed in vain; and
thus you will confute an ancient obje&ion to fuch inftitutions,
that they who have been educated in them, have generally
become vicious and abandoned, when they entered 1nto life,
becaufe they had no parents and friends to whom they were
refponfible for theis condu&. In this way you will more
, effe@lually benefit your fuccefsors, and promote the intereft
of the Orphan-Houfe, than by the moft liberal contribution
which fuccefs in bufinefs might enable you to make. 4
Upon you, my young friends, are incumbent all the duties
which belong to others of the fame ageand fex. ButI only
: Y ' ‘ mean
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ttiean to mention fuch as are peculiar to your fituation. Tha
firlt is diligence and applicationin whatever you are appointed
to perform. Now you muft lay the foundation of* your fuc:
cefsin future life. 'While the heart is yet tender, habits are
foon formed, impreflions are eafily made, and lefsons of
wifdom fink deep into the mind. Thofe golden days, which
you now enjoy, will foon pafs away, but they will never
return; and whether well or ill employed, they will leave
lafting memorials behind them. As you now fow, you will
hereafter reap. Remember then that every thing depends
upon your owh exertions. You have no inheritance .but your
talents, and no friends but fuch as your fidelity and diligence
may procure you. The child of profperity who waftes the
precious feafon of youth in idlenefs, only ch:pofés himfelf to
future contempt an! difgrace; you thereby expofe yourfelves
to utter ruin and mifery. Remember al{o, that your time is -
not your own—that you eat the bread of others—and that
you are, in a {enfe, the property of the public, to'whom you
are refponfible for every moment of your life. .~ - '
To diligence you muft add -humility, docility and fubmif-
fion to your fuperiors. Thefe are qualifications highly be-
coming in menh of all ages; in youth they are peculiarly ami-
able and graceful : but in you, who derive every thing from -
the charity of others, and who, without their afliftance, would
have been outcafts and pefts of fociety, they are indifpen-
fibly requifite. o ‘ B o
Endeavour, likewife, while your minds arc yet fufceptible of
tender impreflions, to cultivate generous and charitable difpo-
fitions. Remember, that ye were bondmen in the land of -
Egypt, is an argument frequently addrefsed by the Almighty
to the people of Ifrael, when he inculcates humanity and com-
paffion in,their dealings with the poor, or with thérr bond fer-
vants. And motft certainly no confideration is more powerful
to excite fentiments of tendernefs and compaffion than the
aftual feeling of prefent, or the recolle&tion of paft fufferings. -
Remember then, that you were once helplefs, friendlefs and
forlorn; and, thoughyou cannot relieve, be ever ready to com-
paffionate others who may be in the fame fituation—to weep
with thofe who weep, and to rejoice with thofc who rejoice.:
The
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The choice of companions is an objeét of the firft impor-
tance to youth; but this your fituation has not left in your
power. On this fubje&, therefore, I have only to recom-
mend, that you be careful to maintain harmony and concord
with one another. It is comely for brethren to dwell together
in unity; and brethren, in many fenfes, you are<—brethren in
affliétion, as wellas by adoption into the fame family. Let
all wrath, contention and ftrife, be put away far from this
houfe; and let it be the manfion of peace and brotherly love.
Is not the number of your friends {ufficiently {mall already,
that you feek, by-unneccefsary feuds and contefts, to make
enemies of thofe whom a community of wants and forrows,
and habits of familiarity and intercourfe ought to have knit
to you for ever,and to have rendered through life inftruments
of mutual happinefs and fupport.

On a day facred to feftivity and joy, I withed to have faid
nothing which might throw a cloud over the fair profpeét
which I have held forth to this audience. But I am particu-
larly charged to inform you, that repeated, and I am afraid,
well founded complaints have been made to the Commiffion-
ers, of the improper behaviour of fome of you, not only in
the fireets, but even in the houfe of God; and thus publicly
to warn the offenders, that unlefs reformed by the ordinary
modes of correétion, they will be made an awful example to
the reft, will be finally expelled from this houfe, and their
place fupplied by others who fhall prove more deferving of
the kind fupport which they here receive. \

In a word, my young friends, while you are careful to
exprefs your gratitude to your benefattors; to prove by your
condué, that you are not unworthy of their favour;and to
fhew to each other that kindnefs and humanity which your
mutual wants and weaknefs require, forget not to lift up your
minds to the Supreme Being, the author of your exiftence,
¢ the infpirer of all the love and friendfhip which have ever
 been fhewn you by others, the fupporter of your infancy,
¢ the guide of your childhood, the guardian of your youth,
% and the hope of your coming years.” Let it be the firfk
objett of all your wifhes and endeavoursto obtain his favour;

and know, for your encouragement, that they who feck him
. early
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early fhall find him. Without the blefling and prote@ion of

the Almighty, all hope of bappinefs and fuccefs in life were

vain: pofsefsed of thefe, you haye the beft reafon for truft

and confidence. His arm can give firength to the weak.

His %race will enable you to refift every temptation. His

fi?i't“ c;rts will delight your fouls in the day of adverfity and
refs. : : '

Let us, therefore, unite, with one heart and with one voice,
in offering thanks and praife to him who hath hitherto helped
us; and in imploring his future blefling and proteétion to this
.}n{étlitution, without which all our endeavours will be inef-

eGual.

P R A Y E R.

GOD ofinfinite perfeftion! Father of all mercy! Foun-
tain of every good word and work! Prote&or of the help-
lefs! and rewarder of all virtuous deeds! with humility and
reverence we now prefent ourfelves before thee, bringing
~ with us thefe fons and daughters of afflittion, and defirous to

place them under thy almighty prote&ion. Do thou, who.
haft fet thy glory above the heavens, and who out of the
mouths of babes and fucklings haft ordained ftrength, hear
with acceptance the prayer and praife which are addrefsed to
_ thee from this place. o

While Angels and Archangels, and the Spirits of the Juft,
behold thy perfe&tions and glory unveiled, we contemplate
thee only in thy works.  But there we fee marks of regularity
and order which proclaim that thou art wife: There we per-
ceive the fources of enjoyment fcattered with a profufion
which announces thy goodnefs and love. If we behold fuf-
fering and forrow at times pervading thy univerfe, we know
that thou never afflifleft thy children but for theirmoral dif-
cipline and improvement in virtue, which is the ultimate and
leading objeét of thy adminiftration. When we confider our
own nature and ftate, we lament our degraded condition; but
when we open that facred volume which thou haft given to
guide usinto the way of truth, we contemplate with aftonifh-

ment
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ment and love that ftupendous f{cheme of mercy which thou
haft executed through thy Son for repairing the ruins of our
fall, and reftoring our nature to its primitive virtue and hap-
inefs. :
d O thou inexhauftible fource of every good and perfeét
gift! Send thy almighty grace into our hearts, and form in us
thy own image. Enable us to co-operate with thee in that
great plan, which thou art carrying on from age to age, for
counterafling the fatal effeéts of that diforder which fin has
introduccd into the moral fyftem. Implant within us the feeds
of every virtue which is ornamental to our nature, and well
pleafing inthy fight. Infpire us with a principle of univerfal
benevolence. Breathe into our fouls that fpirit of charity
which is the bond of perfeftion. May we feel that generous
fympathy, which weeps with thofe who weep, and rejoices
“with thofe who rejoice. Teach us that candour which think-
eth no evil. Aswe expeét mercy from thee, may we forgive
our neighbour the wrongs which he has done us. As we hope
for divine fuccour in the day of diftrefs, may we be ever
ready to relieve and affift the wretched.

Father Almighty! without whofe affiftance and proteétion
nothing can profper, we befeech thee to regard with favour
thisinftitution : May it effe€tually anfwer the great defign of
its eftablitfhment, and, inevery cafe, may human compaffion
prove a remedy for human mifery. S

Father of the fatherlefs! be gracious to thefe Orphans who .
have no friend and proteétor but thee. O merciful and

N compaffionate Shepherd of Ifrael! who carrieft the lambs in

. thy arms, and gently leadeft fuch as are with young, defend
this tender flock from evil. Preferve them in the path of
righteoufnefs, innocence and peace. Grant that they may
make due proficiency in the feveral branches of education
alloted to them. Infpire them with gratitude and love to"
their benefattors, but efpecially to thee, their greateft bene-
fa&tor and friend.  Grant that they may live in harmony and
concord with one another; and, when they leave this place,
may they, by their conduét, dobonor to themfelves, and prove
a blefling to their country. ' ,

Blefs with thy almighty patronage every feminary of learn-

mg;
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ing; and render effeftual the exertions of parents, guardians
and teachers, in behalf of the young and rifing generation.

Pour down thy choiceft bleflings on the friends and fup-

porters of this in({itution. May they experience that he who

giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord; and though he may

feem to caft away his bread as it were upon the waters, he fhall
-find it after many days. Grant that all who are concerned in

this inftitution may difcharge, with fidelity and diligence, the

various duties of their ftations ; and may, in every thing, look
up to thee who art the friend of the poor, and the protettor of
the opprefsed! ‘

Ruler of the Univerfe! we offer up ourearneft fupplica-
tions in behalf of thefe lands wherein we live. Blefs the
UNITED STATES or AMERICA; and grant that peace,
happinefs and profperity may ever attend them. May we
putadue Walue on the ineftimable bleflings of civil and reli-
gious liberty which we enjoy; may we be grateful to thee, the
author of them: and may we tran{mit them pure and unim-
paired to the lateft generations. '

Pour down thy bleffings on thy fervant Tue PRESIDENT
or THE UNITED STATES. Prote& his perfon, proleng his
life, and guide his counfels, that his government may be a
blefling to thofe over whom he is placed. -

We pray for all Governours, Judges and Rulers, more par-
ticularly, Tue GOVERNOUR of this ftate, and the MAGIS-
TRATES of this city. Teach them to rule in thy fear, and to
thy glory; employing the power with which they are in-
- trufted, as a terror to evil-doers, and as an encouragement
and proteétion to thofe who do well.

Blefs, O God! this city and all its inhabitants. Let not
our fins and follies provoke thee to vifit us in wrath. Spare
thy deftroying fword; and reftore us to our wonted health
and profperity. - ‘

Let not the Lord be angry, and we will yet farther fuppli-
cate for the whole human race, the diﬁrcfsc! and fallen family
of mankind. See, O God! the afflitions of the afflicted!
May the figh of the prifoner come up beforg thee. Look
down with compaffion on the fufferings of the juft. Bend
thine cay to the cry of the miferable. O, may thy kingd'om

' - come!
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eome! - May thy will be done on earth, as it is in heavent
May ignorance, fuperftition, tyranny, bigotry and wrath
ceafe for ever! May the mild genius of the gofpel appe
in the lives of its profefsors! May virtue again fhine ztth
as in the days of old, and convert thefe abodes of fin and
mifery into manfions of holinefs and peace! '

May thy name be hallowed and thy glory advanced by all
thy rational and moral offspring throughout thy vaft univerfe;
kenceforth, even for ever more! AMEN:

. &
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No. 1IV.

South-Carolina Diftri€t, to Wit

(L. S.) BE it remembered, that on the twenty-fixth day of

O8ober, in the twenticih year of the indepen-

dence of the United States of America, Charles Lining, in
truft for the Orphan-Houfe, has depofited in this office, the

title of a book, the right‘whcreof heclaims, in the following

words, o wik :

% An ORATION delivered at the Orphan-Houfe of
Charlefton, South-Carolina, Qctober 18th, 1795, being the
Jexth anniverfary of the inflitution, by the Reverend Grorcx
Buist, D. D. Mz'ni]ler qf the Prefbyierian church of
Charlefion.”  In conformity to the a& of Congrefs of the
United States, intitled, “ An aél for the encouragement of
learning ; by fecuring/thc copies of maps, charts, and books

40 the authors and propriciors of fuch copies, during the times

_therein mentioned,”

THOMAS HALL, Clerk
Y of Soyth-Carolina diftric.
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